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Though the year which has just closed has 
witnessed a decided renewal of confi­

dence in West Indian commercial circles, it can 
hardly be said in other respects to have been one 
of materially enhanced prosperity to those 
Colonies. Its beginning saw the price of 
sugar raised to an abnormally high figure as the 
result of short crops and heavy speculation. 
Consumption diminished, beet sowings were 
increased, and the inevitable collapse followed. 
The price of sugar steadily declined, and it is 
now a long way below the cost of production. 
In spite of the poor beet crop of 1904-5 and the 
diminished consumption, the stocks on the 
1 st of September were practically the same as 
at the corresponding date of the preceding year, 
with the prospect—which has since been realised 
_ of a beet crop in excess of any previous 
record. The result has been an almost unpre­
dented paralysis of the market. Unfortunately,

Zlßr jfreöeric Jsenbart Scarö,

the earlier months of the year,

the poor crops in the Islands prevented the 
planters reaping the benefit of the high prices of 

. and British Guiana, whose harvest season is mainly from October to
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ai hnproTement TapphancesAwo central factories having been inaugurated and worked with the 

greatest success, and schemes for no less than three central factories lor Jamaica are assuming definite 

thape. Experiments with new varieties of cane have gone on throughout the West Ind.es - 

promising results, and the acreage of these in practical cultivation has been largely mcreas«L Mem 

tion too must be made of the Naudet process of sugar extraction, a combination of .mil and d.fl 

work, which was successfully inaugurated in Trinidad. The cocoa market during I < 
although showing considerable fluctuations in some qualities, has not done so to any unusual ....... 

'Hie continuation of the increase of supplies from Africa, and very fair crops from other foreign soura 

caused almost all grades of West Indian to decline in the earlier part of the year, and during tin 
usually quiet time in the warmest months of the year this became accentuated ; and Trinidad varieties 

were especially affected, the stocks of this growth in Europe being ample. The fair qualities 

Grenada also showed the full decline then experienced. Subsequently a general improvement 
demand took place, and prices partially recovered. The cocoa crop of Trinidad and Grenada early 

of 
in 
in

the year were rather below the average, but reapings for the concluding months were in excess of 
any for the corresponding periods of the previous four years, especially in Grenada. Cultivation of 

cotton has been extended during the year, and in Barbados, and the Leeward and Windward Islands 

has assumed important dimensions. Both as to yield and price the crops have been satisfactory, and 

this recently revived and historic cultivation is already forming an important factor in the agricultuo 

of the above Islands. Considerable stimulus has been given during the year to the fruit and tob.i 

industries, the inclusion of the West Indies among the Courts of the Colonial Exhibition held at the 

Crystal Palace during the summer months having done much to popularise West Indian produc in 

the Mother Country ; and it is pleasing to have to record a marked increase of interest and energx 
shown in the minor industries of the West Indies, not only abroad but also at home. As regards the 

general internal condition of the West Indies the year was on the whole uneventful, if one may - \ 

the serious outbreak among the negro labourers in British Guiana which marked its close. It w.t- .1 
satisfactory feature that the Coolie Immigrants took no part whatsoever in these disturbance-. In 

January, an Agricultural Conference on a more extended scale than heretofore, under the ausj > . f the
Imperial Department of Agriculture, was held in Trinidad; valuable papers were read and discu—ed. and 
visits to places of industrial interest made. It is to be regretted that there is no hope of another of 

these useful meetings being held this year owing to existing mail arrangements. On June ? >th the c<m 

tract for the conveyance of mails between the West Indies and the Mother Country expired, and the 

Colonial Office refused to renew it on terms acceptable to the Colonies. There can bt- no r<n 1 
impediment to progress than the absence of certainty regarding postal communication in the < as.- 
of Colonies situated as the West Indian possessions. These have been served so satisfactorily in • 
respect of recent years that the present condition cannot be regarded in any other light but as on. 3 
retrogression. We are sorry to say that the unsatisfactory state of the mail service has L'n 

supplemented by the inefficiency of the cable communication with and between the Island and 
British Guiana. This is no new story, and it is absolutely necessary, especially in point of view ni 
the withdrawal of the troops, that some steps be taken to put this on a proper’ footin.. X u „ ''

has taken place in the personnel of the respective Governments durin- the year dth I ’ "
congratulate Sir Alexander Swettenham on having entered into the admirable ‘r * ’

^he death of Sir Courtenay Knollys will necessitate an early appointment to the ’
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The present position of affairs in the Republic of San Domingo is worthy of the serious attention 
of British West Indian planters. The opposing forces of Morales, the President, and Caceres, 

the Vice-President, according to the latest advices, are upon the verge of a crucial struggle, and no 
matter which side comes out uppermost, there is every reason to believe that the American Govern­
ment, who for some time past have taken considerable interest in the affairs of the Republic, will step 
in and convert the present tutelage into an actual protectorate, for the purpose of regulating its internal 
economy. Should this be the case, and everything points to it in the near future, the development of 
the enormous natural advantages' of the Island will proceed apace, and another source of cane sugar be 
supplied to the United States. Some time ago we called the serious attention of the West Indian 
planters to what would be the ultimate effect of the abolition of the Continental bounties, viz., the 
transference of the competition between cane sugar and beet to that between cane and cane. The 
increased supplies of cane sugar available already bear out our statement, and although at the present 
moment the enormous beet crop has temporarily brought about a return to the old condition, the latter 
state of affairs, due to special causes, is not likely to recur. We are more than ever confronted with 
the probability in the near future of the United States supplying its own sugar, and possibly competing 
therein in British markets. We at the time urgently impressed upon proprietors the necessity for 
utilising the then fair price of sugar for improving and cheapening production. Although the financial 
means of doing so are at the moment less, the need is greater than ever. It is true that advance has 
been made in Antigua in this direction, and in Jamaica schemes for centralisation promise to take a 
concrete form, but in Barbados central factories are still on paper. No matter what may be the 
natural advantages, no industry can hold together in the long run unless its appliances are up to date, 
and every season passing without advance spells retrogression. The attitude of the United States to 
San Domingo brings into prominence the increasing importance the American Government attach 
to strengthening their foothold in the West Indies, a matter to which we have constantly adverted, 
and their eagerness in this respect stands in striking contrast to the indifference shown by the British 
Government towards our own possessions. Every day almost adduces further evidence to accentuate 
the contrast, showing the spread of American influence in the West Indies, which promises to become 
something more than influence as regards San Domingo. We wish to bring home to our readers the 
important bearing of the trend of events upon West Indian prosperity. Porto Rico and Cuba are 
the “ Pearls of the Antilles,” and with controlling American influence over their industries the loss 
to the British West Indies of the markets in the United States for their produce is assured.

/Ibr. jfreòeric Ssenbart Scavò, jf.S.G.

The subject of the portrait on the first page of this issue is well known throughout the West 
Indies, where the intimation that he is recovering from his recent illness will be hailed with satisfaction. 
Mr. Scard received his earlier education at Blackheath, and from his earliest years displayed a keen 
taste for scientific study. He gratified his whim at University College and the Royal College of 
Chemistry, and his aptitude was such that he was speedily appointed assistant to Dr. Pavy, F.R.S., 
the well-known physiologist. Early in 1881 Mr. Scard went to British Guiana to carry out an extensive 
series of manurial experiments, the first of the kind ever undertaken on a large scale in the West Indies, 
and to enquire and report upon the methods of cultivation and manufacture, on behalf of the Colonial 
Company. He remained in the employ of that Company and its successor, the New Colonial Company. 
During all this period he devoted himself to the developing of the sugar industry on scientific lines, 
and he has earned the gratitude of West Indians for various improvements which have been effected 
in the working of the sugar factories in British Guiana. For example, he adapted phosphoric acid to 
the manufacture of yellow sugar, sulphate of ammonia for fermenting purpose in distilleries, and he
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further systematised the control of manufacture, which in early days was conducted on anything but 
scientific lines. Mr. Scard was President of the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society of British 
Guiana in 1903, and as Chairman of the Agricultural Committee in the preceding year he was 
unremitting in his efforts on behalf of the cane-farming industry, which he did much to stimulate 
amongst peasant proprietors. He is a keen Mason and is Past Master of the Union Lodge, has ser\ed 
as head of the Rose Croix and the Royal Arch Chapters attached thereto, and has been a District 
Grand Officer. He represented British Guiana at several Agricultural Conferences, and was a member 
of the Board of Agriculture. Sacred music is one of his weaknesses. He is a Fellow of the Institute 
of Chemistry, and is also generally voted a good fellow by all who have had the privilege of 

knowing him.

Cane IRakes at the Udine Ste. /Ibabeleine.
Our full page illustration this week represents the mechanical cane feeder at the large Usine 

St. Madeleine, Trinidad, the property of the New Colonial Company. The rakes form a substitute for 
the old method of hand discharge of the cane trucks on to the cane carrier leading to the mill, and lead to 
great saving of labour and gain in efficiency.

1Rew Members of tbe Wiest Snòia Committee.

At a meeting of the Executive, held yesterday afternoon, 
were elected to the West India Committee :—

the following new Members

Barne.
William D. Neish (Jamaica).
C. Aubrey Goodman (Barbados).
R. H. Kortright Dyett (Antigua).
Thomas S. McNeel (Jamaica).
Salis Wolffsohn (B. Honduras).
Captain Cooley (Trinidad)

Iproposer.
Ed. B. Lynch.
Henry Hart.
Chas. Griffin.
Capt. J. E. Mackenzie.
E. A. de Pass.
H. F. Pi évité.

Seconder.
Sir Henry K. Dav son.
Sami. Brown.
Hon. J. Freeland Foote.
Wm. Gillespie.
Hon. A. R. Usher.
Sir Nevile Lubbock, k.c.m.g.

Full particulars regarding Membership of the West India Committee, and candidates' forms 
can be obtained from the Secretary, 15, Seething Lane. The List of Members now amounts to 
considerably over one thousand, and we would impress upon our readers that, although this number 
has been reached no steps should be left untaken to secure further suitable additions to the body, and 
thus strengthen its influence and utility.

Marines for tbe West Snbies.
It was recently announced that 134 Marines were to sail immediately for Barbados. We 

Understand that these men are to form the complement of H.M.S. “Indefatigable,” which is to 
replace the “ Diamond,” and is to be permanently stationed in the West Indies. It appears that the 
Admiralty have decided, in view of the nature of her duties as a detached vessel, to give her more than 
the usual quantity of marines. They will form a part of the ordinary complement of the vessel and 
will go about with her.

Gable Communication.
K‘° reC°rd a break WeSt Indian Cable communication, the St. Thomas and 

. itts cable being interrupted, as we were informed on December 28th, thus cutting off the B f 1
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conn Î 7 Martinique, and steam opportunities are available to other places. In this

ection we are glad to be able to state that the report of the Cable Sub-Committee of the West 
7 Committee has now been forwarded to the Secretary of State, and to the leading agri­

cultural and commercial bodies in the West Indies. We have already recorded in the Circular °the 

experiments which have been made with wireless telegraphy in the West Indies, and on Tuesday last 

we received a letter from the Earl of Elgin to the effect that the Governor of Trinidad had informed 
him that communication had been established with Tobago by means of wireless telegraphy. Further 

particulars by mail will be anxiously awaited, and if the result of the experiment is successful, we 

and Antigua and Montserratmay reasonably hope that steps may be taken to unite up St. Kitts-Nevis 
by electric waves.

Hn Important Shipping “ Steal.”
An important move has been made by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, which has 

acquired from January 1st, the whole of the interest of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company in the 

Orient-Pacific Line to Australia. The service in future will be known as the Orient-Royal Mail Line. 

Hitherto the Orient-Pacific Line has been jointly worked by the Orient Steamship Company with six 

vessels and the Pacific Steam Navigation Company with four vessels. It is the steamers Ortona, 

Orotava, Cruba and Croya, of the latter Company, together with all the interests and goodwill, which 

the Royal Mail have acquired. The Company will thus secure a trade footing in the East, the 

importance of which, in view of the probable completion of the Panama Canal, will be recognised by 

all. Mr. Owen Philipps is certainly to be congratulated upon the forward policy which has been 

adopted since he became Chairman of the Company. We understand that this deal does not indicate 

any alteration of the immediate policy of the Company in the West Indies, though for the reasons 

above indicated we shall not be surprised if it ultimately leads to an extension of their West Indian 

interests.

Sugar Cane JExperiments.
The report of the agricultural work carried on in Barbados for the season between 1902-4, by 

Professor J. P. d’Albuquerque and Mr. J. R. Bovell, under the direction of the Imperial Department 

of Agriculture, comprises the results of manure experiments and the further cultivation of seedling 
canes carried on at the Botanic Station at Dodds and various estates in the Island. So far as the 

manure experiments are concerned, the results practically confirm those of previous years, and indicate 
lines of manuring which have been for some time generally recognised as being the most suitable for 

sugar cane. At Dodds, chemical manures were shown to give much the same return as farmyard 
manure. In the other observations, where the chemical manures were used in addition on the farm­

yard, as might be expected, no material crop increase was obtained, except in the case where a small 
further profit accrued from the use of sulphate of ammonia. As regards the chemical manures, it 

was found that with soils fairly representing the land conditions of Barbados, sulphate of ammonia 

and potash were clearly shown as being the most successful application, while little or nothing was 

gained from the addition of phosphates, especially superphosphates.
The experiments with seedling and variety canes were carried out at the two central stations 

and on sixteen estates in the Islands. Of those canes which may be said to have passed the 
experimental stage, B 208 still appears to be giving satisfactory results in both black and red soils, 

while our old friend B 147 has done well as a plant cane, but does not ratoon satisfactorily on the 

black soils The juice of the latter also is still apt to give trouble in muscovado factories. B 376 
-ave favourable results on red soils. Of later canes, B 1529 promises well. The White Transparent 
is still spoken of as maintaining its high position as a cane suited for the all round conditions of
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Barbados cultivation. During the year, 2,843 varieties were raised from seed and planted out, giv.ng 

a total of 20,000 varieties raised since December, 1898.

H)e*1Ratnveb Sugar tor Stock.
From the Journal des Fabricants dît Sucre we learn that at a meeting of the Agricultural Society 

of Saint-Quentin on December 2+th last, Mr. A. Vivien asked the Society to make generally known 
in their Bulletin that the use of de-natured sugar for stock purposes had been permitted by the 
authorities, the de-naturing to be affected by the addition of 2% of sea salt and 20% of various cattle 
foods, such as oilcake, beans, etc. It was stated that the process of de-naturing was easy, and the 
sugar thus treated could be at once despatched to the farmers. The effect of this food on stock is 
seen almost immediately. It was stated in the case of the horse that a litre (220 gall.) of oats replaced 
by 250 grms. (.56 lbs.) of sugar thus treated was not only productive of economy in nourishment, but 
of a great development of muscular force. For stock fattening purposes it had been found that animals 
weighing 700 kilos (1,075 lbs.) receiving 300 grms. (.67 lbs.) of sugar per day increased rapidly in 
weight, the 300 grms. taking the place, with profit and economy, of 500 grms. (1.12 lb.) of oil cake. 
The use of the sugar also admitted of other foods of inferior quality being readily taken. It would 
appear that in Austria, where similar regulations came into force in 1903, free sugar had not yet been 
introduced for stock purposes, doubtless owing to the recent great fluctuations in the price of that 

commodity.

immigration to IRcunion.
The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre publishes further and concluding correspondence between 

M. Clémentel, the Minister for the Colonies, and M. de Mahy, the Deputy for the Island of Réunion. 
The latter protests against the British Government being approached for a revival of the East Indian 
Immigration to that Island, on the ground that there is plenty of labour available for the sugar 
estates at low figures, that the introduction of an alien population would form a menace to the peace 
of the Colony, and that the right which the British Government would claim of suspending the 
immigration at any time, would tend at any moment to upset labour conditions. We gather that the 
matter is now practically dropped.

GanMfarming in Urinibaô.
We have had occasion before this to call attention to the kindly interest taken by Sir Henry 

Jackson, the Governor of Trinidad, in agricultural matters relating to that Colony, and the latest 
evidence of this is shown by a letter which he has addressed to several prominent members of the West 
India Committee with regard to the present system of cane-farming. Briefly, Sir Henry's argument 
is that greater inducements should be given to time-expired coolies to remain on the estates, and he 
suggests that the present system might be much improved by the formation of cane companies, as is 
done in Fiji, Hawaii and Mauritius In these Islands agricultural work is done on the sugar estates 
by gangs of coolies who share in the proceeds of the cane growing, the companies being frequently 
formed by indentured as well as free coolies, and under the superintendence of the staff of the estate. 
Sir Henry quotes the General Manager of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company of Queensland, who 
had stated to him that in Fiji, where the system had only been partially under trial for two or three 
years, it had induced them to reduce their indentured labour by some 10% while “ the free coolies were 
doing nearly double the task per day that any indentured even attempted toperform.” This system is 
so at variance with cane-farming at present in force in the West Indies that at first sight 
many difficulties present themselves, but, as Sir Henry remarks, the Mauritius planters were at first 
just as much averse to it as our West Indian would probably be. Any system which offers an induce
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ment to the time-expired coolie to remain in the neighbourhood of the estates providing him with 
remunerative labour, in which he has an interest, should be tried in a fair and unprejudiced manner.

©aching and transport of ©ranges.

1 he oranges which enter mostly into competition with the West Indian are the Spanish, which 
begin to arrive in large quantities in the month of September. The consumption of these is 
enormous, during the last three or four weeks amounting to as much as 100,000 cases per week. Mr. 
Thomas Nash, the fruit Broker, of Plymouth, has issued a circular letter on the subject of the inferior
packing of West Indian oranges, in which he 
states :—“ They (the Spanish oranges) are beau­
tifully graded and packed in attractive papers 
with various designs printed in colours, gold and 
silver, according to the design of the packer. 
These cases are well made and clean. I find that 
when these arrive the West Indian oranges are 
cast aside by the buyers, and do not find a ready 
sale, but have to be worked and pushed on our 
customers. This need not be. The West Indian 
oranges, even in the face of the large Spanish 
imports, would sell readily if the packers would 
take a leaf from the experience of the Califor­
nian orange growers. If these oranges were 
carefully graded, packed in papers printed with 
an attractive design, and in nice clean boxes 
turned out by machinery with a coloured design 
on them, and on the boxes, they would take 
much better.” Mr. Nash also draws attention to 
the high sea freight—averaging from 2s. to 2s. 3d 
per box—which should be reduced. As to the 
carrying, he states that a large percentage arrive 
here with the appearance of being “cooked,” 
which he attributed to steam in the hold. Oranges 
should not be packed in the same hold with 
bananas, and he considers the superiority in colour 
of those coming from Jamaica, by the specially 
fitted up boats of the Elder, Dempster Line 
to those from Trinidad is thus explained. May 
not, however, the differences in climate have some­
thing to do with this, due to the more equatorial 
conditions of Trinidad ?

tercentenary Memorial, Snbian IRiver, JBarbabos.

Reference was made in our last issue to the unveiling 
on November 30th, 1905, of the monument, of which the 
above is an illustration, at Indian River, Barbados, where 
the men of the “Olive Blossom’’ first landed in 1605. 
The column is formed of native stone surmounted with a 
cross of fustic wood.

Show of Jamaica JCruit

A fine selection of Jamaica fruit, which unfortunately arrived too late for inclusion in the 
recent Horticultural Show, was exhibited at the West India Committee Rooms on December 28th. 
The consigners of the fruit were amongst the most prominent growers on the island, and included 
Mr. George W. Webb, of Christiana, who sent lemons and grape fruit; Mr. H. G. Sturridge, of 
Mandeville, oranges; Messrs. E. and W. Muirhead, also of Mandeville, who sent Seville, Navel (a



8 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. Jan. 5, 1906

seedless variety), and “ Red Star ” oranges, and grape fruit, and Messrs. R. and W Young, Brown s 
Town, oranges. The fruit arrived in splendid condition despite its long journey. Commenting upon 
the Exhibition, the Grocers' Journal, of December 23rd, said :—“ The growers should give every 
assistance to the West India Committee, as this energetic body is endeavouring to increase the demands 
from the British public for all island produce, and in the case of the less-known fruits, such as limes 
and grape fruit, there is much “ missionary ” work to be done in this direction.

Ibevea IRubber in tbe flbalap States.
At first, the planter in the Federated Malay States, attracted by the wonderful fertility of the 

country and by the regularity of the rainfall, devoted himself to the cultivation of coffee ; but, says 
L'Europe Coloniale, as soon as the excellent results were shown by plantations of Hevea rubber, he 
gave up coffee and devoted his attention to the cultivation of this product, and now, levelled forests 
and coffee estates transformed into rubber plantations are seen by the traveller on every side. Hevea 
rubber in the Malay States grows vigorously and with great rapidity. After four years a tree yields 
as much as 125 grms. or a little over J lb. of the dried product, a yield perhaps never seen elsewhere. 
The writer adds that this, however, is only given where the soil is damp. On dry or mountainous 
ground the yield is not so great, the tree growing less rapidly, but after five years a crop is a certainty. 
The Government has done all it can to help the planters. The roads, which are constructed of 
ferruginous clay mixed with broken stones, forming a very hard macadam, in which no ruts are 
formed, are good, and many of the planters, engineers and merchants use motor-cars.

West Indian Commercial information.
1 he Board of I rade has issued a list of agents who have been designated to undertake the 

duties of receiving and answering commercial inquiries which may be addressed to them, either by the 
Commercial Branch Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, or by British merchants and Traders 
who may seek advice. Those appointed for the West Indies are as follows :

Antigua 
Bahamas 
Barbados 
Bermuda 
British Guiana 
British Honduras 
Dominica 
Grenada 
Jamaica
St. Kitts-Nevis 
St. Lucia 
St. Vincent ... 
Trinidad

The Treasurer, Antigua.
The Colonial Secretary, Nassau.
The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown.
The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda.

”■ I he Controller of Customs, Georgetown.
The Colonial Secretary, Belize.
The Treasurer, Dominica.
The Collector of Customs, Grenada.
The Colonial Secretary, Kingston.
The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts.
I'he Administrator, St. Lucia.

The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent.
The Collector of Customs, Trinidad.

prosperous Coolies.
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repatriated Indian peasant can scarcely complain of the hard times and depression caused by the 

oreign sugar bounties, which so seriously affected the fortunes of his employers in the West Indies of 

late years. I he sum total of savings of repatriated Indian emigrants from British Guiana, including 

t le above, now amount to 12,083,000 rupees. It should be borne in mind that with the exception of 

ami les re-emigrating from Calcutta, who in many instances were ineliiable from age or infirmity as 
contract servants and who pay their passages to the Colony, the majority did not even pay for their 
outfits, which were provided gratis at the expense of the planters in British Guiana.

H Ibundred years Hgo.
Under this heading we give extracts from the old records of the West India Committee which date bach 

t< the middle of the 18th century. In 1806 Mr. Beeston Long, whose portrait we gave in our last issue, was 

( hairman of the Committee, and the meetings were held at New City Chambers, Bishopsgate Street. The 

arrangements for convoys was an important part of the duties of the Committee, as shown by the following 

resolution passed at a meeting early in the year, and in the busy seasons there appear to have been constant communi­

cations with the Board of Admiralty on the subject. These merchant fleets were large, in one instance amounting 

to ninety vessels, and had to collect at various ports in the United Kingdom before assembling to be handed over to 

His Majesty s convoying ships of war. To keep these masses of heterogeneous units together and protect them from 

privateers and foreign warships must have been a trying duty, and we are glad to see that the services of the 

naval captains were invariably recognised by the West India merchants, who were not slow in conveying their thanks 

to those who showed special zeal and care. The other resolution relating to fish bounties should be of particular 

interest at the present time, dealing as it does with the question of closer trade between our Colonies and the Mother 

Country:—

Convoy.
IReSOlVeb :—“ That the Chairman be directed to make application to the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty, requesting that a convoy may be appointed and ready to sail 

from Spithead on the 8th day of June next, or the first fair wind subsequent thereto, waiting 

twenty-four hours for the ships from the Downs, and to touch at Madeira on their way out.”

a JBountv=jFeb protection for Colonial industries.
IRCSOlVCb :—“That the recent instances of protecting concern, manifested to the interests 

of the West India Colonies, by His Majesty’s Ministers, demand the grateful acknowledgments 

of this Committee ; and it is with satisfaction this Committee reflects, that what has been done 

for the protection of the Colonies, will in these instances signally prove, that their interests and 

prosperity are intimately interwoven with those of the Mother Country.

“ Mr. Lyon reported, that it has been communicated to him by the Lords of the Committee 
of Council for Trade and Plantations, that they have recommended to the Lords of the 

Treasury to authorise the payment, in the West Indies, by bills drawn on the Treasury, of the 

following bounties on fish, imported into the West India Colonies from Newfoundland and the 

British North American Colonies, from the 1st June, 1806, to the 1st June, 1807: namely, a 
bounty of 2/- sterling p Quintal on Newfoundland fish, and a bounty p. Barrel of 2/6 sterling 

on Herrings, of 3/- sterling on Mackerel, and of 4/- sterling on Salmon, from the British North 

American Colonies ; and that an account of the amount of the Bounties paid shall be kept in 

the British Colonies, in reliance that the same shall be repaid, as soon as the Colonial 

Legislatures shall have made provision accordingly, and for the continuance of the said 

Bounties for the said period of time.
“ That it is also expected, that the Colonial Legislatures will pass laws for allowing 

Bounties on those descriptions of fish, at the rate of one-half of each respective sum above-
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mentioned; and will lay a duty on all fish imported from the United States of America, to 
countervail any duty which may be payable within those States, on the rmportatron of BnUsh 

fish, such Bounty and duty to take effect from and after the 1 st June, 1807.

Ube Colonial Conference.
Dealing with the postponement of the Colonial Conference, which should meet in London next 

year, the British Empire League considers this a lamentable setting back of the Imperial dial. At the 

meeting of Premiers in 1897, the desirability of periodic instead of intermittent Conferences was 
affirmed, and at that in 1902 the general opinion was placed on record that it was desirable to take a 
step in advance of that position. Accordingly, a resolution in favour of Conferences being held, as fai 
as practicable, at intervals not exceeding four years, was unanimously carried, and the Secretary of 
State was requested to arrange for such Conferences, after communicating with the Prime Ministers 
of the respective Colonies. And uow on the eve of the date for the assembling of the first Conference 
comes the suggestion of its postponement for a year. The difficulty of Australian statesmen attending 
in London during the summer is not peculiar to one year alone. The 1887 Conference was held 
earlier in the year, and there is no reason why this precedent should not have been followed.

^Letter to tbe lEbitor.
21 H>istin0uisbeb West 3nbian Iboiise.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Sir—In your last issue, in making reference to the recent interesting discovery of documents belonging to the West 

India Committee at the Bank of England, you ask for the present titles of such of the firms as are still in existence whose 

names appeared as contributing to the general fund to the West India Body in 1799. Amongst these I observe the names 

of Messrs. Elliott, Walley & Adams, and I think that the following particulars of it may prove interesting to your readers

About the year 1680, Mr. Daniel Lascelles, of Northallerton, Yorkshire, had a son, Henry Lascelles, by his first 

marriage. Henry Lascelles came to London from Barbados in 1743. He was a very wealthy man, bought the Harewood 

Estate, Yorkshire, and carried on business with George Maxwell as Lascelles & Maxwell, West India Merchants. He died 

about 1760, leaving all his property to his son Edwin. Of George Maxwell I know nothing; but there is a plantation 

called “ Maxwells ” in Barbados, with which no doubt he had some connection.

1743-1760 

1760-1777 

i777-i790 

i790-i800 

1800-1808 

1808-1827 

1827-1841 

1841-1851 

1851-1854 

1854-1860

Lascelles & Maxwell appear to have carried on the business from 

Lascelles, Clarke & Daling ,, ,, ,,

Lascelles & Daling ,, ,,

Eliot, Whalley & Adam (spelt thus in our records) ,, 

Adam, Whalley & Nelson appear to have carried on the business from 

Nelson & Adam „ ,, n

Nelson, Adam & Nelson ,, „ n

Nelson & Adam ,, ,, „

William Adam & Company „ ,, M

William Wilkinson ,, „

Wilkinson & Gaviller „ „ „ i860 to the present time

Edwin Lascelles, son of Henry Lascelles, built Harewood House and was created Baron Harewood in 1790 He 
died in 1796, leaving the bulk of his property in England and the West Indies to his half-cousin, Edward Lascelles, the 

grandson of Daniel Lascelles by his second marriage. Edward Lascelles was .re-Created Baron Harewood in 1796, and 

made Earl of Harewood in 1812. He died in 1820.

Gedney Clarke, of the firm of Lascelles, Clarke & Daling, married the daughter of Edward Lrscelles. (This lady 

was the aunt of the before mentioned Edward Lascelles, being the daughter of Daniel Lascelles by his second marriage) 

Gedney Clarke laid out large plantations in Tobago, and owned Clarke’s Court in Grenada.

Edward Lascelles bad a son Henry, the third Baron and second Earl, 1820.

1 have not been able to trace anything of the history of Richard Daling and Mr. Elliott, except that the latter in 

wrmng to Barbados in r79o mentions that Mr. Edwin Lascelles of the new firm of Elliott, Whalley & Adam had been 
made Lord Harewood, and m other letters of his he makes some cartons suggestions for breeding and caring for negro 
slaves on the plantations. 6 iur negro
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Of Josiah Whalley it is stated he used to say he should retire when he 

about 1808. He was of a gruff and grumpy disposition, and it is related of 

Hackney and Clapton stage coach which started from the “ Flower Pot,”

occupied by his wife, said, “ Coom out of 

surprised, but all the good lady said, was ‘
that, woman, coom out, I say,

‘ Dear Whalley, he’s so droll.”
bourhood to wear pattens in muddy weather.

John William Adam was a cousin of R Daling. He was 

ambitious and extravagant, frightened his partners, Adam, 

Whalley & Nelson (1800-1808) and was turned out. He 

retired to the country and died in 1855, aged far over 90.

Nelson was some connection of the Lascelles, and was 

the devoted friend and adviser of Henry Lascelles, the third 

Baron and second Earl Harewood, and much against his own 

interest in 1825, foreseeing evil days in store for the West 

Indies, he advised Earl Harewood to accept a very hand­

some offer for large Tobago estates and an estate in 

Jamaica. Earl Harewood dying in 1840 bequeathed ¿500 

a year as a token of respect and esteem to Mr. Nelson, 

with remainder to his wife if she survived him. He died in 

1843, and Mrs. Nelson in 1857. Mr. Nelson had as a 

partner Mr. Benjamin Adam, who died in 1841. In 1827 

Mr. Nelson's son was taken into partnership and continued 

to be connected with the business until 1851, when he 

retired, dying in 1875.

William Adam was a son of Benjamin. He died in 

1874. Mr. William Wilkinson was a relation of the 

Nelsons; he carried on the business from 1854 to i860, 

having been connected with it since 1812. Mr. Augustine 

Gaviller (nephew by marriage to William Adam) who had 

been with the firm since 1852, became a partner in 1860- 

Mr. William Wilkinson died in 1861, and his son, Mr. T. J 

Wilkinson, together with Mr. Gaviller carried on the 

business until 1886, having in 1882 taken into partnership 

Mr. Robert Rutherford, who together with Mr. T. J.

could draw ^10,000 which he probably did 

him that one wet afternoon he came to the 

Bishopsgate Street, and finding his favourite seat 

that’s my seat.” Other passengers looked 

Mrs. Whalley was the last lady in her neigh-

^osiab Wbaïieg, lÊsd.
Wilkinson and his sons now carry on the old concern. 

The places of business of the old firm have been as 

follows 1743-1808 (about). Hylords Court, Crutched 

Friars, which has long since disappeared. 1808-1840. 

28, Savage Gardens, Crutched Friars, the whole house 

being occupied, and Mr. William Wilkinson lived there.

Mr. Whalley was a member of the firm of Eliot 
Whalley and Adam now Wilkinson and Gaviller. He 
was a prominent Member of the West India Committee 
in 1799. An amusing anecdote is told of him in Mr. 
Rutherford’s interesting letter.

These premises were pulled down for the Blackwall Railway.

1840-1848. 14, Savage Gardens. Absorbed in 1848 by the Trinity House. 1848 to the present time, 34, Great Tower

Street.
Trusting I have not trespassed too much on your space,

I remain, Yours faithfully,

January 2nd, 1906. R- Rutherford.

(We are much indebted to Mr. Rutherford for the above interesting account of his Firm, of which he may well be 

proud We invite other Members of the West India Committee to contribute similar communications, for which we shall 

be glad to find space in our columns.—Ed.).

West Jnöian interests at Westminster.
Cbe dissolution ot parliament.

No definite date has as yet been fixed for the Dissolution. A meeting of the Privy Council is 
to be held on Monday next, and it is generally believed that Parliament will dissolve on January 8th, 
and that the new Parliament will meet early in the week beginning February 12th.
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Cwo “West Nubian” Ganbibates.
Among those directly interested in the West Indies who are standing as‘ 

candidates in the Liberal interest are Mr. Owen Philipps, J.P., Chairman of the R.M.S.P. Co., 

will contest Pembroke Boroughs, and Mr. Norman Lamont, M.I , who will again stan

Election literature
Though sugar is below the cost of production, we regret to note that a number of leaflets about 

the alleged evil effects of the Sugar Convention are being distributed among the constituencies for 
Party purposes. Many are so malicious and absolutely devoid of truth, that it is impossible to avoid 
coming to the conclusion that they are deliberately calculated to mislead, and it is hoped that the 
statements of the West India Committee regarding the true causes of the temporary rise in price last 
year endorsed as they are by the leading brokers of Mincing Lane, which have been reprinted, will 

help to counteract any effect to which the leaflets referred to may give rise. So far no pronouncement 
has been made by the Government regarding their attitude towards the Convention.

Consular IReport.
Gropical probuce for (Berman Colonies.

Mr. Whitehead, of the British Embassy at Berlin, in his report on the German Colonies, gives 
some interesting particulars regarding their agriculture. In German East Africa progress is being 
made with India-rubber, of which 6,684 cwts., valued at ¿97,599, were exported in 1903, being 1,65b 
cwts., valued at ¿38,368, more than in the preceding year. The output of the only European 
plantation of rubber trees in the Colonies had nearly quadrupled. Production of copra is steadily on 
the increase, having risen from 839 tons, valued at ¿9,284, in 1900, to 3,796 tons, valued at ¿39,386 
in 1903. The first cocoa crop, amounting to 2,756 lbs., was exported from a plantation at Bipindi, 
in the Cameroons, during 1903. With regard to Samoa, copra and cocoa continue to be the principal 
products of export. The cocoa plantations extended over 2,593 acres, of which 185 were already in 
a condition to yield crops.

Ube JEbttor’s IDiarv?.
Under this heading we propose to record the principal events of general interest which occur during the 

fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received by the mail, and keeping 

our readers across the sea posted with current events.

1905.
Thursday, Dec. 21st.—Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, Prime Minister, addressed a large meeting at the Albert 

Hall and declared the policy of the Government.
Saturday, Dec. 23rd.—The Earl of Elgin’s letter to the British Gotton Growing Association approving of their 

work and assenting to the continuance of the Cotton Conference at the Colonial Office, 

published in the Times.
Wednesday, Dec. 27th.—Mr. John Burns at Battersea declared himself opposed to “Organised Imperialism.

Thursday, Dec. 28th.—Mr. Balfour opened the Unionist Electoral Campaign by a speech at the Queen s Hall. 

Friday, Dec. 29th.—Underground T-’eg aph between London and Glasgow completed. List of political

honours issued.

1906.
Monday, Jan. 1st.—Mr. Chamberlain issued his address to the electors of West Birmingham (see The

Times, January 2nd.

Tuesday, Jan. 2nd.—The death was announced of the Hon. A. H. Alexander, Immigration Agent-General 

of British Guiana, December 30th.
Thursday, Jan. ^.-Announcement made that the R.M.S.P. Co. had purchased the interest of the P.S.N. 

Co. in the Orient Pacific Line to Australia.
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IRotes of Interest.
A PAPER ON 

WEST INDIES.
t Nevile Lubbock will read a paper entitled “ Imperial Questions in the West 
Indies, before the Society of Arts, on Tuesday, March 6th next.

COTTON
were

IMPORTS.
imported

Dunna the fortnight ended December 28th, 18 bales of West Indian cotton 
into the United kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.73d. per lb • 

West Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb. ; fine, i4d. per lb. ; and extra fine, i5|d per lb ’ ’

THE WEST 
INDIAN CLUB.

The next fortnightly dinner of the West Indian Club will be held on Wednesday, 
January 10th, the dinner Committee being, Mr. H. Powell Rees, Mr. L. de Mercado 

and Mr. H. D. Swan. The half-yearly General Meeting of the Club has been called for Tuesday 
January 16th, at 2.30 p.m.
BANANA IMPORTS, Messrs. Elders and Eyffes, Limited, state that during 1905, 4,722,796 bunches of 
bananas were imported into the United Kingdom, which is an increase of 1,749,688 bunches as 
compared with the previous year. 3,263,934 bunches were received from Jamaica and Costa Rica, 
and 1,458,862 bunches from the Canary Islands.
MECHANICAL'CANE l'he Journal des Fabricants de Sucre states that in the Hawaiian Islands experiments 

CUTTERS. have been started on a plantation at Honolulu with a new machine to reap the cane on 
foot. This machine, driven by an electric motor, which receives the current by a cable laid to one of 
the pumping stations of the estate, cuts the cane and collects it. It only remains to top the stalks 
by hand.
BANANA IMPORTERS Messrs. William Pink & Sons have disposed of their West Indian fruit importing 
business to the British West Indian Fruit Co., Ltd., which is now carrying it on at Empress Chambers, 
Southampton Docks. Readers who have had dealings with him will be glad to know that Mr. Frank- 
Pink, who did so much towards helping to inaugurate the banana industry of Barbados, is continuing 
to manage the sales department for a time.

THE SUGAR WORLD It is now stated, says the Lousiania Planter, that the great plains of Manchuria are similar 
in soil and climate to those of central Europe, and that the development of the beet sugar industry there 
under Japanese control is very probable. As the Japanese now own Formosa and are already developing 
the cane sugar industry there, it hardly seems likely that they will invest much capital in beet sugar 
manufacture in Manchuria, where they acknowledge the prior rights of the Chinese and cannot have 
any industry so closely under their control as they can in Formosa, now a part of their own empire.

ARRANGEMENTS The present issue is the first of Volume XXI. of The West India Committee Circular.
FOR BINDING. Cases for binding Volume XX. can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2s. post free, 

and Members can have their copies bound for the inclusive charge of 3s. on sending them to the 
Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, Seeting Lane, E.C. A few complete bound volumes of the 
preceding years are obtainable for £1 is. each, and also spring back filing cases for holding one year’s 
issues for 3s. post free. These latter will be found a great convenience, keeping as they do the 
Circular trim and clean pending binding at the end of the year.

POSTAL We continue to receive a large number of complaints of delay in the despatch and
DELAYS. delivery of The West India Committee Circular. As we have already pointed out, we

are not responsible for this state of affairs, which we believe to arise from absence of a regular 
contract mail service. We have already called the attention of the authorities at the Post Office to 
the matter, but the Postmaster-General fears that in the absence of the covers showing when the 
Circulars and letters were posted, no further useful inquiry on the subject is practicable We hope, 
therefore, that in future, when our Members have cause to complain regarding the delay in delivery of 
newspapers and letters, they will be good enough to forward to us the wrappers, and we shall then be 
able to trace the source of the trouble.

THE FUTURE Commenting upon a leading article in a recent issue of The West India Committee
FOR SUGAR. Circular on the effect of the abolition of bounties in connection with the attitude of the 

confectioners, Mr. G. Dureau makes the following remarks : “ Yes, the Convention was necessary to 
put an end to the artificial competition of German and Austrian cartels, become ruinous to 
the generality of producers. It is, moreover, evident that the suppression of the bounties will not 
injure the British confectionery industry, for the sources of sugar which supply this industry will tend 
to become more generous and more abundant than they have ever been. But endeavour must be 
obtain without delay, by persuasion or by the strict application of the penal clause, the adhesion of all 
sugar exporting countries to the Convention. It is only in this way that the States which took the 
initiative in this agreement will reap all the fruits of it and will be interested in securing the renewal
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of it But it is clear that all will depend upon the manner in which England that enormous market 
many countries banker after -will read the apphcat.on of the pena clause.

OBITUARY. We have with regret to announce the death of the Hon. Arthur Halve, Alexarrder 
Immigration Agent-General of British Gniana, which took place at Canfield House> Ha’’ e 
Evidence of Mr. F. McConnell, on Saturday, December joth. Mr Alexander had been in faihng 
health for some time, but the end came suddenly. He was born in1843 m Gremidm v here his 
father Mr Charles Alexander, of Montreal,, resided, and educated at Aberdeen I 1M- In 186 
he joined the Jamaica Constabulary as sub-inspector, and four years later was appointed Immiqi.it on 
Avent-General of the Colony. He served subsequently in the British Guiana Militia and retired wit 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in 1895, receiving the thanks of the Government for the x al liable 
services rendered to the Militia.” He was appointed Immigration Agent-General for British Guiana 
in 1883, and occupied that position until his death.. We. have also learnt with much regret 0 
death of one of our members, Mr. E. Knox MacBride, C.M.G., late Director of Public Works tor 
Cevlon which occurred on Sunday at his residence, 2, Inverness Terrace, W., aged 61 years He was 
appointed a Commander of the Order of St. Michael and St. George in 1890, and was a director of 
the New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.

Our Xibvarp.
We invite Members and others to send us copies of their works or of publications regarding 

the West Indies, photographs of scenery, local events, &c., for our Library. We have to acknowledge 
the receipt of the following publications of the Imperial Department of Agriculture :

The Grenada Handbook, 1906. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane. We have received this useful unofficial compilation. 
from the pen of the Colonial Secretary, dealing with the Island of Grenada. It is full of valuable information in the way 
of directories, schedules of fees, customs charges, particulars of the Fauna and Flora and meteorology of the Island. 
and should be in the possession of all interested in the Colony, or who contemplated visiting that Island.

The West Indian Hurricane of August 11th, 1903. Maxwell Hall gives a complete and interesting description • ! 
the Jamaica hurricane of 1903, and is a valuable contributor to the literature of this subject.

Ube ïiôails.

CbC IRO^al dbail Steam Bracket Go.—SAILINGS per R.M.S. “La Plata” (Capt. W J. Dagnall), January 6th : 
^SavbabOS Mr. L. Smith, Miss B. Ashworth, Miss M. Arnold, Mr. and Mrs. Evans, Miss B. Lyssons DCIHCrara 
Dr. Wise, Mr. C. Widdup, Mr. R. A. Barclay, Mr. W. M. Jones, Mr. M. Schopp. Jamaica -Mr. H. E. Pittam, 
Major and Mrs. Norman, Mr. H. Lange, Mrs. Kirkpatrick, Mr. und Mrs. J. Thompson. Mr. F. King. CfilÜbab 
Mr. J. Blackie, Mr. C. Woodhall, the Earl and Countess of Lindsey, the Hon. Muriel Bertie, the Hon Mrs. Sydney 
French, Mr. W. A, Foster, Mr. Lomas, jun., Mr. G. Grant, Mr. and Mrs. Sturrock, Mr . Mrs, and Miss Whitton. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cambridge, Major-General and Mrs. Richardson,.Mr. and Mrs. Bush, Mrs. Turner, Mr. H. Lembecke, 
Mr. J. H. Barry.

OUTWARD BOOKINGS per RMS. “Trent” (Capt. A. 0. Farmer) January 20th JßavbabOS—The Earl and Countess 
of Harewood, Viscount Lascelles, Mr. Montagu L. Horne, Rev. and Mrs. Basil Patten. Dcmcrara Mr. H Miles. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bourke, Mr. G. Garnett. Jamaica -Mr. C. H. York Sladen, Mr. H. W. Mortlock, Mr. and Mrs. B. Foster. 
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest. GtÜÜbab—Miss Penn, Miss Beynon, Mr. John Indermaun. Mr. Thomas Griffith Mr and Mrs 
Hope Finlay, Mr. Goodwin, Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. Lovell, Mr. and Mrs. Venner, Mr. and Mrs. Parrish. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, Major the Hon. W. Cavendish, Mrs. Love, Mr. S. Grieve, Mr. W. Grieve, Mr. and Mrs 
Kenworthy, Rev. P. Playfair, Rev. Farshawe, Mr. and Mrs. Hnnter, Mr. Wm. Roberts, Mr. C. Guillemard, Mr and Mrs 
W. S. Robertson. ^ntlQlia -Mr. and Mrs. T. Peters, Mr., Mrs. and Miss M. Holboron, Mr. and Mrs. Delos J Martin 
Grenaba— Miss Orford. Mr. C. Horne.

Gbe Jmperial Direct West Jnbia Mail Service.-home arrivals per R.M.S. “Port Kingston” (Capt. 
J. G. Parsons), January 1st :—Jamaica—Mr. R. Aylmer, Mr. W. Bryant, Mr. and Mrs. Carv, Mrs. C. Fenwick. Lieut 
G. B. Groom, Mr. and Mrs. Gurney, Lieut. Douglas, Mrs. Jamieson, Mr. H. J. Kerr, Miss Melbourne, Miss O'Brien 
Capt. and Mrs. Pereira, Miss Patterson, Col. Jos. S. P., Mrs. and three Misses Rauch, Mr. Mason, Miss A M. Sewell 
Mr. J. B. Stiven, Mr. Trotter, Sergt. Anderson, Miss T. Ferguson, Mr. H. P. Smith, Mr. Cyril Wood, Miss E Page.

SAILINGS per R.M.S. “Port Royal” (Capt. Owen Jones), December 30thJamaica -Mrs. Braithwaite Battv 
Mr. and Mrs. E. R. T. Croxall, Mr. R. G. Ellis, Lieut. G. T, B. Goldney, Dr. E. G. Hardy, Mr. Hardv Mr and 
Mrs. G. Thursby, Miss Lilian Trench, Mr. G. Whittington, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar R. Ward, Mr. A. Knowles, Mr Mrs and 
Miss Lindsay, Mr. E. J. Raby, Miss Tinker, Mrs. G. S. S. and Misses Hirst, Mr. C. Dodd.

West Jnbian Civil Service.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of 

Civil Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible. We 
are indebted to the Morning Post for several of the items of information given below.

xt Ihe F- Guerney' Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council, Grenada, returned to the Colonv on 
November 26th. vuiutij on

. The King's Exequatur, empowering Mr. C. Vicentini to act as Cuban Consul at Port of Spain Trinidad has 
received His Majesty s signature. E«11". iriniaaa, nab

Immiqi.it
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AT ■ ^T.h<AKlng beien Ple,ased to give directions for the appointment of Mr. Louis Anthony Wharton to be of His 
. lajesty s Counsel for the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago. Letters patent have accordingly been issued to Mr. Wharton.

The Hon. B. Howell Jones has been appointed a Member of the Board of Agriculture, British Guiana.

of leave^untilA^nT^1" Immigration ASent’ Guiana, who is at present in England, has been granted an extension 
v/1 lva\ C LIlILll AU1U 1 .

/Ißail arrangements.
Outwarb znsails.

Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for

Jan. ii Demerara Liverpool The Liverpool Line “Roma”
Letters in Ldi
Jan. 10, 6 p.m

.. ii Barbados and Trinidad Liverpool Leyland Line “ Yucatan ” ,, 10, 6 p. m
> > 12 W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted)

and Demerara ... — Glasgow- Direct Line ‘ - Crown of Navarre ,, 11, 6 p.m
.. 12 W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted)

and Demerara Dartmouth Direct Line “ Statia ” ,, 12, noon.
- 13 Jamaica Avonmouth . .. LD.W.I.M.S. “ Port Kingston ” ,, 12, 6 p.m
.. 20 W. I Islandsand Demerara Southampton. .. R.M.S.P.Co. “ Trent ” ,, 19, mdn’t.

Ibomewarö /nbails.
Date. Where From. Port of Arrival. Company. Packet.

Jan 15 W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) and Demerara London Direct Line ‘ ‘Savan’ ’
.. 17 W I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) and De marara London Direct Line ‘ ‘ Torgorn ’ ’
„ »7 Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S, ' Port Antonio”
„ 20 W. I. Islands and Demerara Southampton R.M.S.P. Co.- ‘ Orinoco ”

Sports of produce from Jamaica.
Sugar Cocoa Rum Coffee Coconuts Pimento Bananas Oranges
tons. cwts. galls. cwts. cwts. bunches

April i to Dec. 2, ’05 7>4O1 20,194 780,785 29,096 4,020,059 64,706 11,621,681 11,621,681
..................... 3. 04 6.055 15518 928,389 24,063 1,893,780 109,018 6.033.775 6.033,775

Some West Jnòian Securities.
present 
amount.

Stock or 
Shares. paid. Hiivibenò. price.

100,0001. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4 % 102-104
375,000!. // Barbados- - 3^ „ „ 1925-42... 100 3à % 100-102
194,5001. // British Guiana 4 „ „ 1935... 100 4 % 104 106
123,6701. f, Grenada - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 100-102
1,098,907!. Jamaica - - 4 „ „ 1934... 100 4% 109 IH
85,479!. St. Lucia - - 4 „ „ 1919-44... 1Ò0 4% 102-104

422,5931. Trinidad - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 101-103
600,000 Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44................. 100 3% 88-90
100,000 20 Colonial Bank ... ¿6 7% 6Ì-6J

15,000 IOO Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 80 — 46^-47^
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 4à% 91-94

26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., ... ... ... . ... 5 — g-è
46.874 5 „ „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref........................ 5 — 2f-3|

347,500!. Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4 % 83-85
352,7001. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6 % 101 105
165,000!. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock 100 — 17-20
115,000!. Stock. „ „ „ 7 % Preference ................. TOO 6 % 86-88
31.250 . 10 „ „ „ 4 % Extension Preference... IO 4s. 8-9
70,0001. Stock. „ „ „ „ Perpetual Deb. Stock IOO 4 % 95-97
70,000!. 100 Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within

4Ì %Nos. 1 to 1200) red. IOO 99-101
12,000 5 Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd. ... ^2 IO 0 6 % —

42,300!. 100 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.
4à% .(within 1 to 1200) red.............................................................. IOO 99-101

10,000 5 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd....................................... 5 5 % —

88,321
34.563
4.669

10 W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ................ 10 —

10
10

H „ „ 6% Cum. 1st Pref.
„ „ „ » " " " 2nd „

10
10

5s- 8J-83

8o,ooq1. 100
" 5% Deb ................... | 100 5% 99-102

The Bank Rate remains at 4 % (changed from 3 % on Sept. 28th, 1905), and Consols
(2| %) are quoted 89^.
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iprobuce ilDarkeU/ Snmmarp.
Mlinar -The features surrounding the Market remain unchanged, Refiners and the Trade continuing a hand to 

mouth policy ’all elasticity being crippled by the large over-production of Continental beet, th< uch wen-

in the last and previous “Summaries.” Messrs. Willett & Gray, of New York. Staticians, whose °Pin\on^a""°t 
lightly ignored P-ive the cane and beet production of this season at 12.050,000 tons, against 9 530 000 and 10.300.000 ton 

the two previous years. This gives us an increase of 2,520,000 tons for the present sea east 1 o00 000 tons
more than we can possibly consume. Small wonder, therefore, that prices are forced below cost of production I he only 
remedv for this congestion is a reduction in sowings, which will produce at least 1,500,000 tons less sugar in 1906 but 
whilst 88% can be sold in the neighbourhood of 9s. for that season’s delivery the prospects of reduced sowings are flimsy. 
Distributors of sugar are as nervous as can be in the face of these large figures and no one will take an enlarged view of 
the market, the disappointment too of last year’s fall increasing their reserve. With these conditions we may have to 
struggle till at least next season’s sowings of beet are ascertained. If they are seriously reduced, prices may revive, if not. 
the outlook undoubtedly leaves much to be desired. Of course, sugar is cheap, but confidence being absent, this goes for

little.
The moment’s quotations of 88% are as follows :—January 8s. 2d. ; March, 8s. 4d. : May, 8s. 5fd. . Aug . 8s 7}d 

and October/December, 8s. 9^., all free on board, Hamburg.

Cbc DisiblC Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows -

Europe ...
United States
Cuba
Cargoes afloat

1906 
3,080,000 

170,000 
30,000 
10,000

1905 
2,710,000

90,000
10,000
30,000

1904 
3,290,000

80,000
120,000
60,000

1903 
3,060,000

130,000
40,000
50,000

1902
2.870.000 Tons 

110,000 ..
20,000 ,,
10,000

Total 3,290,000 2,840,000 3,550,000 3,280,000 3 010,000

Quotations of 88% Beet :— 8s. 2d. 14s. 8£d. 8s. 43d. 8s. 0.4 d. 6s. 5£d.

UaCUlim Pan Sugar.—Yellow crystallised remains in fair demand and prices are steady, average qualities being 
worth 15s., with a general range of 14s. to 17s. White Foreign granulated costs 15s , duty and carriage paid throughout 
England. Although Peruvian 96% has been sold to Refiners at 9s. in considerable, for British West India sugar 9s. 3d. 
on floating terms should be obtainable in bond.

ZHSolaSSCS Sugar.—In excellent demand from ns. to 16s. For 89 test the value to Refiners is 7s od , floating 
terms in bond, for West India syrups, but Peruvian have recently been sold at 7s. 6d. on these conditions

muSCOVadO. There is no grocery sugar here and quotations are uncertain. From Refiners, 8s. 3d. in bond is 
obtainable on floating conditions.

West Jnbia figures for 12 month's: 1905.
Imports................ ... ... 41,000
Deliveries ... ... ... 41,000
Stocks ................ ... ... 8800

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised ... 15s. Od.

1Rum.—-Stocks in London : 1906.
Jamaica ... ... ... 6900
Demerara ... ... ... 4800

Total of all kinds

1904. *903- 1902.
45,000 24,000 60.000 Tons.
47,000 41,000 43.000 ,,

9500 12,000 29,000
22s. 6d. 15s. 9d. 14s. 6d.

1905 ■ 1904. 1903 •
8400 9200 10.900 Puns.
5500 7600 7900 >.

18,949 ... 21,082 Deficiency 2133 ,,
At a decline of id., more business is doing in Demerara, and free sales have been made from is. to is 1 Ad 1 am m a 

is so far unchanged at 2s. id., and Leewards with other proof kinds, lod. to is. 2d.

ÛOCOa.—Stocks in London : 1906. 1905- 1904.
51,000

1903
61.000 Bags 

tone of the Market is
60,000 83,000

No public sales have been held since the last issue of this “ Summary.” Privately the
quietly steady at the following quotations, which are those of last mail, viz. : Trinidad fair collected. 52s., Estate Marks 

fermenteT«:. to to ^om other Islands, the value of Native Cocoa is

CoffCC—Quiet Good ordinary Jamaica, 38s. to 40s.

Mutmegs, mace, (Binger, pimento.—Owing to the Xmas recess public 
suspended, and the quotations given in the last “ Summary ” may be considered as

SrrOWrOOt.—London figures for 12 months ;

sales of these articles have been 
representing the present values.

Imports ... ...
Deliveries
Stocks 31st Dec.

Xtme JniCC.—Unchanged, at gd. to is.
Distilled Oil, value about is. 3d.

1905. 1904. 1903.
12,685 15.294 15.064
16,433 18,460 14,682

5722 947° *2,633

Concentrated, steady, at ¿16. Hand

1902.
19.075

*4.570
12,224

Pressed, quoted

1901.
20,410 Brls.
20,863 >>

7747 ..

2S. 3d. to 2S. 6d
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sethe homeward mails left West Indian ports so shortly before Christmas, they were consequently 
less heavy than usual, though we have received a full complement of letters from our Hon. 

( orrespondents. Coming events cast their shadows before, and the numerous complaints regarding 
the inconvenience of the existing mail arrangements give some indication of the outcry which may be 
expected if any further retrograde change is made in the present itinerary of the R.M.S.P. Co., a con­
tingency which is quite likely to arise, for we are constantly reminded that it will not be possible to 
continue even the present service to all the Islands without a subsidy for long. Happily, the riots in 
British Guiana had quieted down, though there was still some evidence of unrest, which the well 
deserved punishments meted out to the rioters should do much to allay. The reports to 
hand give ample confirmation regarding the excellent behaviour of the police, and the proposed 
formation of a white volunteer force will furnish an element of safety. The usual monthly exports of 
gold, diamond and forest products from British Guiana were forwarded by the Institute of Mines and 
Forests, and are given below. The weather conditions were favourable, though Antigua, as usual, 
was suffering from lack of moisture, while in British Guiana there was an excess ; in the latter Colony 
however, the crops were expected to turn out better than had been anticipated. In Trinidad, the 
weather was ideal for all agriculturists. For further information we would refer our readers to the 
extracts from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents, which we give below.

2lnti0ua—dbail 5>ela$s.
The weather for the fortnight preceding December i8th, the date of the Hon. J. Freeland Foote’s letter, was dry, 

and heavy rains were greatly wanted.
The R.M.S.P. Co.’s steamer arrived at the Island at midnight on December 15th, letters being delivered on the 

morning of the 16th, twenty-two days after they were dated, which was longer than the time taken by the Direct Line 

steamers.
The St. Kitts' team had won the “Strickland Cup’’ at the shooting Tompetition in Montserrat, but one of the 

Antigua team had won the Governor’s cup, for the highest individual score.

JBarbabos—Vexatious dbail 2>elaps.
Writing on December 21st, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne stated that the R.M.S.P. Co.’s steamer arrived at that 

Island on the 20th, which gave them an extra day for writing. The greatest dissatisfaction and inconvenience was 

experienced at the late sailing of the previous mail, the ” La Plata.” At first she was advertised to sail on Sunday, then it 

was said that she could not be at the Island until Tuesday, and finally she arrived on Thursday. All this time intend­

ing passengers had to wait at Bridgetown, and bananas which are always sent down on the Friday were lying there for 

about a week Further it was understood that part of the cooling apparatus had been removed to make room for the 

troops from St. Lucia, so that there was little chance of any of these bananas arriving in England in proper condition. 

These delays were so vexatious, and recent shipments had shown so little profit that Mr Alleyne expected the next few 

months would see a serious diminution in the export, and thus a most promising trade would be checked
The annual Agricultural Show took place on December soth at Harrison College and was one of the best that had 

ever been held The vegetables and the fruit, espectally bananas, were exceptionally fine, and the twenty-four exhibits

Z ........- - "> —“ •" ”*

known. . ... nrnrppded with, and on the 21st and 22nd a
The sale of War Department land and buildings was being / Y P Rh Admiral Bosanquet on board,

large amount of stores and material were put up for sale. H.M.S. Koyal Art
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was anchored in Carlisle Bay at the time of writing. The news that the Rev. Herbert A. Dalton, headmaster of Felsted 

College, Essex, had been appointed headmaster of Harrison College, had been received with the greatest satisfaction.

It was with great regret that they had heard of the untimely death of Sir Courtenay Knollys. From his long resi­

dence in the Island as Colonial Secretary, he was well-known in Barbados, where he had many friends, and he was a 

frequent visitor at the Bridgetown Club on his way through to Trinidad or Antigua. There were now several official 

vacancies in the Leeward Islands to be filled.
President Roosevelt’s message and his remarks on the Monroe doctrine, and the agreement with San Domingo, 

coupled with the annexation of the Island of Pines, were matters which should give our new legislators food for reflection.

Some nice showers had fallen and the Island looked very green and healthy. On the leeward side the crops were 

very good; in the windward part the first crop canes for the most part were all that could be desired, but the ratoons 

required a heavy rain to bring them up. On the whole, 50,000 hds. might probably be looked for.

JBritisb Guiana—Ube Gold JEiports tor TRovember.
When Mr. A. Summerson wrote on December 20th, everything in the Colony was quiet, and he added it would be 

a hard matter for anyone to imagine that the scene of December 1st had been enacted.

The Government was taking steps to form a volunteer corps of whites and Portuguese in the city and about seventy 

applications for enrolment had already been received. Those of the militia who had proved themselves disloyal were to 

be disbanded.

The weather continued rather too heavy for some districts during the earlier part of the fortnight. It was now 

showery and more favourable generally,

Over 2,000 tons crystals had been sold during the fortnight. The price that day was quoted at 1.87.

We have received from Mr. T. S. Hargreaves, Secretary of the Institute of Mines and Forests, the return of gold, 
diamond and forest products from British Guiana, for the month of November, 1905, which for the purpose of comparison 

we reproduce together with those for October :—
■November, 1905. October, 1905.

QUANTITY. QUANTITY.
Gold, raw 8,863 8,676 ozs.
Diamonds 1,251 120 carats.
Timber: greenheart, mora, &c. 31,698 36,268 cub. ft
Lumber 562 210 ft.
Shingles, Wallaba ... 39,500 348,000
Wallaba and hardwood posts 560 576
Woods, Firewoods, &c.

433 306 tons.
Charcoal

5.233 5,001 bags.
Gums, Locust, &c. ...

5°o 1,133 lbs.
,, Balata ... 43.226 91,737
,, Rubber...

352 824 ,,
Railway sleepers (Mora)

1,000

2>onunica—Cbe hurricane insurance Scheme.
Mr. E. A. Agar, who wrote on December t8th, stated that the hurricane insurance scheme had reached fruition 

and came as a surpnse; it was generally thought that it had fallen through. The proposals were laid before the Agricultural
15 ' “ °f “H'S6' ‘°° Sarly ‘° h°W 11 WOUM details -eJcare^

““ St“‘ed.with Mr- H- Bell, the Commissioner and Commander-In-Chief Elect
of the Uganda Protectorate, as its first President, and its

wended to Mw ' B Tl"S ‘ lasl under Mr Bell's presidency, n Penny vote el Ibanks

Jamaica—Quarantine.

the elective members, which thus practically rendered the Ordinance inoperative ' ° °f

e Kingston Choral Society, which is visiting the Liverpool Colonial Products Exhibition, had sa.led for England.

Æontserrat—Cbe local Science ffotccs.
In his letter of December r 8th, Mr. Conrau Watson reported that the shooting competition for the Strickland
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trophy won by the team’ofTie'sh^KYtts Defence 'pi^teams5 heM Îa*6 ?" December 9th. and the 

St. Kitts and Antigua, and the Defence Reserves of Montserrat Anti™ and°r>Pet-e^’ sel®ct?d from the Defence Forces of 
Sir Courtenay Knollys for the best individual shot, was won by' Private E“warf“Tnügut DeZnc^r“ “æ

TRevis—Complaints about tbe Mails anb Cable Communication.
attached to ^“arrival of frawn ‘° ^ct that the uncertainty

that the gravity of the situation would then be realised Confusion at the =1, “ °r°P °Perabons commenced. and
down of the cable communication system, which put the finishing touch to the situation3 aggraVated by the generaI break-

len^d 1^^ ^ite a °™ P-ibrlities throughout the

œnsequ^dyta^o^ h““ faV°Urab‘e for the croPs. 8°°d sh°^s having fallen, and prospects had

St. Ikitts—2ln Agricultural Society jFornieO.
left Southampton on November 25th only reached St. Kitts on December 16th, the day previous to 

wX h ’T A’ ?mith -S le“er was written, after some nine days cruising about the Caribbean Sea, and they
were thus allowed thirty-six hours in which to reply to letters. As these extended from 6 p.m. on Saturday to 6 a.m. 
on Monday they may be said to be “ all Sunday ” which means for business men thirteen days incessant work

On the initiative of Sir Robert Bromley, an Agricultural and Commercial Society had been formed, and in a week 
or two would be on a working basis. This was a most satisfactory step of progress in the history of St. Kitts, which as 
lonfl aS° as 1831 boasted of a similar society. They were able to congratulate themselves, as a community, on having an 
Administrator who identified himself with the interests of the Islands over which he presided.

The working of the Sandy Point Ginnery was to be discontinued under the present management, and it was not 
known if any other person would take it over.

H.M.S. “ Edgar ” was, at the time of writing, in the roadstead.
The weather conditions had not been so favourable during the past two weeks as could be wished ; the showers 

which in some districts had been frequent, had also been light, and on the leeward side of the Island had not been nearly 
sufficient for the growing crops. Planting for 1907 was going on, and the young plants were coming away nicely. Cotton 
picking was being carried on, and good yields per acre were reported.

St. Xucia—IRcmoval of droops.
The R.M.S.P. Co.’s " La Plata ” called at the Island on December 13th, and removed No. 67 Company of the 

Royal Garrison Artillery. Twenty-five men were left to assist in shipping a 92 in. gun, which had not yet been mounted. 
The forts would not be dismantled or the other guns removed, though the breech blocks would be taken away. The 
forts and buildings also would be left intact.

St. Wincent—^Federation.
According to a letter from Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co., dated December 20th, H.M.S. “ St. George ” had been in 

port for the past two days, and as they heard of cruisers being at several other of the Islands, it was presumed that the 
Admiralty and not the War Office were now looking after their welfare.

It was satisfactory to hear that the opinion of Grenada coincided with that of St. Vincent, and that the two Islands 
should carry some weight on the question of federation.

Cotton picking and arrowroot making were now going on steadily, and the weather was everything that could be 
desired for both crops.

lTrini&ai>—Oe Cocoa Snbustrp.
When the Hon. G. T. Fenwick, C.M.G., closed his letter on December 23rd, it was understood that the report of 

the Labour Committee would be ready about the middle of January, and should be laid before the Legislative Council at 
the first meeting in February.

With reference to the Agricultural Society, the Governor had appointed a Committee consisting of Professor 
Carmody, Hon. S. Henderson, Hon. Carl de Verteuil, Mr. J. G. de Gannes and the writer, to inquire into and report as 
to the best means of amending the constitution of the Society, so as to make it more useful and influential.

Mr. John Hoadley had died from the effects of a collision between himself on a motor bicycle and policeman on an 
ordinary bicycle.

Alternate sunshine and shower had been experienced throughout the fortnight, ideal weather for agriculturist of all 
sorts. The sugar crop promised to be a good one. The showers had interfered in certain districts with cocoa drying, but 
to no serious extent. In spite of heavy deliveries during the past fortnight, the market had exhibited a very fine tone. 
Prices had in no way fluctuated, and ready purchasers had been found for all supplies coming to hand. A firmer tone 
had also been noticed in the consuming markets, presumably in response to the higher prices now being asked for African 
descriptions. There was no new business of importance to record, but several small sales had been made, mostly to the 
U.S.A. Fine Estates were quoted a shade easier at 52s, 6d. C. & F, Havre ; mixed Estates at 51s. 6d. and ordinary at 50s.

The small arrivals from Venezuela had been readily snapped up, and prices had again advanced. 700 bags of 
superior quality including a large lot of clayed, realised the fancy price of $13. It was expected that arrivals from this 
centre would be more plentiful, when lower prices were to be looked for.
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Cocoa Shipments.
Total at last report..............................................208,837 Bags Trinidad.

Dec. i S.S. “ Maracas.” ................. 4>°47 »
,, 11 S.S. “ Schaumburg.” ... ••• 3>oo° ”
„ ii S.S. “Prins Maurits”.................. 3.327
„ 11 S.S. “ La Plata ” ................. 611
„ 13 S.S. “ Prins Fred. Hendrik ” ... 1,889 „
„ 13 S.S. “ Prah ” ...   2,677
,, 18 S.S. “ Venezuela ” ... ... 5° ”
„ 20 S.S. “Caroni”............................. 1.940
„ 20 S.S. “Maraval” ................ 5.389

33,464 Venezuelan.
374 New York. 
— Europe.
724 New York.
— Europe.
— Europe.

207 New York.
— Europe.
— Europe.
976 New York,

Totals to date ..............................................231,767 35.745 Venezuelan.

West Indian Newspapers.
The following West Indian newspapers, in addition to 

blue books are, through the courtesy of their Editors, filed
where they can be inspected :—
The Antigua Standard.
The Advocate (Barbados).
The Agricultural Reporter (Barbados).
The Barbados Bulletin.
The Barbados Globe.
The Weekly Recorder (Barbados).

The Argosy (Demerara).
The Dominican,
The Dominica Guardian.
The St. Christopher Advertiser.
The St. Christopher Gazette.

the usual official gazettes, reports and 
at the West India Committee Rooms,

The Voice (St. Lucia).
The Sentry (St. Vincent).
The Times (St. Vincent).
The Port of Spain Gazette (Trinidad).
The Trinidad Mail.

Weatber telegrams.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Caviller), January 10th. “ A ery dry, rain wanted.” 

British Guiana (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.), January 6th. “^Fine and favourable for growing 
crop.” Jamaica (Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), Week ended December 28th. Port 
Antonio: “21st to 27th, rainy.” Kingston : “ 11 21st to 27th, rainy.”

Sports of produce from tbe West Indies.
Jßarbabos.
Jan I. tò Dec. 5

1905 1904

British Guiana. Jamaica.
April I to Dec. 2.

Crinibab.
Jan. x to Dec. 23. 

1905 1904

Grenada.
Oct. I to Dec. 21Jan. I

1905
to Dec. 18

1904 1905 1904 1905 1904
Sugar........................... 41.494 57,sOöTons. 104,836 100,805 Tons. 7401 6055 Tons. 280,335 394.575 Bgs.&Brls. 

/ 2888 2607 Puns. 1
178 58 Tres. -

I 165 139 Brls. /
Molasses ...............

Rum ...........................

38,744 45.039 Pns. 3194 2834 Puns.

16,691 I9,°77 „ 780,785 928,389 Galls. 349 881 Puns.
Molascuit............... 9830 7468 Tons.
Cocoa........................... 
Coffee...........................

53,797 105,626 lbs. 20,194
29,096

15,518 Cwts.
24,063 ,,

39,627,085 39,334,770 lbs.
12,350 63,435 ,,

12,915 13,686 Bag

Coconuts ...............
Copra...............
Cotton ...............

256,071 399,5*4 4,020,059 1 >893,780 11,182,667 8,731,432
10,588 15,506 bags.

...

Cotton Seed 
Asphalt ............... 
Oranges ............... 
Bananas ..............  
Pimento
Spice...........................

... 57,450,838
11,621,681

64,706

64,326,191 
6,033,775 Bchs.

109,018 Cwts.

104,533 132,323 Tons.

ui ( I-372 1846 Brls.
Gold ........................... 
Diamonds...............

88,494
5287

84,740 ozs.
IO>753 carats.

O J 173
Q. i 125 
m t

248 J-Bris.
188 Cases.

32 X17 Bags

Ibomeward passengers.

(CsPt- A- °' Ja"' 6th:-
MdrsMs1 ae1 ÄXts

Pr"“d by H & w-GRANT'
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OUR CELEBRITIES.
No. LIX.

ZUSr aosepb Weebon previte.

of the West Indies, forms an important item in the

Ebe West anbia Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

Jan. 18th, 1906

Telegrams: “ Carib, London.” Telephone : 6642 Central.

Now that the long- term of office of the 
Unionist Government has drawn to a 

close, it may not be amiss to review what has 
been done for the West Indies since it was 
returned to power in 1895. In doing this we 
wish to impress upon our readers the absolute 
non-party attitude of the West India Committee. 
In politics we are Imperial, and our special 
object is to further the general welfare of the 
West Indian portion of our Empire irrespective 
of race, religion, or conflicting local interests, and 
any Government with a true Imperial policy, be 
it Liberal or Conservative, Radical or Unionist, 
will receive our loyal support. Now sugar has 
been, is, and always will be so long as it gets 
fair play, the dominant industry of these 
Colonies, and although it can no longer be 
said, as was stated on one occasion in 1731, that 
“ the least sugar island we have is of ten times 
more consequence than all Rhode Island and 
New England put together,” still this industry, 
from its suitability to the fully tropical conditions 

nutrition of the Mother Country. It will, therefore,
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be generally admitted that by far the most important service which the late Government rendered to the 

West Indies was the pressure brought to bear at the Brussels Conference which re-assembled in 1901, 

the meetings of 1898 having proved abortive. Prior to the abolition of the bounties,

in response to urgent representations from the West Indies as to their distressed condition 

in consequence of the position of their staple industry, the Government appointed a Royal 

Commission of Inquiry at the close of 1896. As the direct result of their recommendations 

the Imperial Department of Agriculture was formed and supported by Imperial funds, improved 

steamer accommodation was provided between Canada and the West Indies, and an Imperial subsidy of 
¿'20,000 per annum was voted towards the establishment of a new line of direct fruit carrying steamers 

between Jamaica and the Mother Country. With regard to the latter it is a subject for regret that 

the results have not proved generally satisfactory to Jamaica, who themselves contribute ¿20,000 a 
year to the subsidy, and who complain that the terms of the contract are not being faithfully carried 

out. In 1898 a severe hurricane swept over the West Indies, and public subscriptions for a Relief 
Fund were augmented by a Government vote of ¿40,000 to Barbados and ¿’25,000 to St. \ incent, 

the Islands principally affected, coupled with a loan of ¿'50,000 to each. In the case of the Island 
of St. Vincent, there is no doubt that this timely relief saved the Island from industrial extinction. 
In 1900 a grant-in-aid of ¿"17,000 was voted for the relief of distress caused by a second hurricane 

which devastated the Leeward Islands in the preceding year. But this was not the end of a series of 
disasters, for in 1901 the appalling eruption of the Soufriere in St. Vincent called for prompt action 

on the part of the Government, who were relieved from voting a grant-in-aid by the fact that the 

various relief funds opened resulted in upwards of ^77,474 being subscribed. Unfortunately, the 
administration of this relief fund gave rise to much adverse, and we fear we must add, justifiable 

criticism, for now, though nearly four years have elapsed since the visitation, no less than ¿’30000 
collected for this specific occasion remain unspent. We have from time to time called attention to this 

hanging-up of a fund which if judiciously spent on opening up those districts of the Island which were 
devastated, might prove of considerable industrial benefit to St. Vincent. In 1902, in consequence of 

the representations of the West India Committee, a sum of ¿250,000 was voted by Parliament to 
enable the sugar industry to tide over the period until the Sugar Convention, then ratified, became 

f H t- 1 gam.We dld nOt qUlte See with the Government as to the distribution of this
fund, which was in some cases, admittedly, used for purposes which could not possibly be interpreted 

as being within its scope, and which, instead of being immediate, extended over a period of years 11 

BarbadT Was to be a free Srant> a”d its diversion to other channels in

oro ed h T’ Ch COrreSP°ndence’ use for the Plantations-in-Aid \ct has
p oved beneficial, and the fund has now been ear-marked for the Sugar Industry. In legislative matters 

per aps Jamaica is the only Island where there has been any serious difference of n ’ \ /
Home Government, the political situation in that Island having been from time to time a so'0" "7 ’ 1 

controversy ; but there has also been a genuine endeavour on the part of the Cover 7* 
uniformity and cohesion among these Islands, which the Imperial Department of Pr°dUCe
an enact , as the Quarantine Ordinance "to Agriculture and such

briefly with the attitude of the late Government towards our West Indian no 1
list of what they have done denotes a practical Co ‘ P sess ons* On the whole the

.< th., h„e r “’V””“P«tyran, home,,,,b. raid to beresponible“.. themtler rd 31“ ““ “ W"«t»»Ural

tion of successive Governments. But there are sins of n ’ * emigration has received the sanc- 
the former we must remind our readers that in spite of the^ZsZnTrZ .C°mmiSfSi(n’ and as re^rds 

Committee, as representing the West Indian distiller the rum lh» " => Indra
" » man,test,y „ ti^^^^
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argument, remains as heretofore. On the whole, however, so far as local industries are con­
cerned. the late Government contributed to the good of the West Indies to an extent which 
probably few at home realise. It is not too much to say that, but for their timely action as regards 

the sugar bounties, these Colonies, or those of them which for special reasons depend upon sugar, 

would by this time have been dragging out a lingering existence of hopeless bankruptcy. From the 

point of view, however, of Imperial diplomacy, it must be admitted that their West Indian policy has 

not been satisfactory. The Morning Post of January 16th contains an article on this point, in which much 

which we have often said in the Circular is endorsed. The writer ably portrays the manner in which 

British interests of late in that part of the world have been gradually allowed to slide, politically and 

commercially, and draws a graphic picture of the contrast between the growth of American interests 

and the decline of British. 1 roops are being withdrawn and the naval strength reduced to a minimum, 

while British rights under past treaties with United States have been given up without an equivalent 

being obtained. The commercial policy which Mr. Chamberlain did his best to inaugurate towards 

these possessions ceased with his departure from the Cabinet. Since then a laissez alter policy has 

been adopted, which if accepted by the new Government can only result, one way or another, in these 

Colonies, once “the main source of England’s maritime and commercial power,” being lost to the 
Empire. It is impossible to overstate the gravity of the situation. Indifference is fatal to loyalty, 

and it is not surprising to find loyal Colonists regarding the situation with apprehension.

The prominent position which the Chinese labour question in South Africa has taken in electoral 

strategy has brought the system of British Guiana East Indian Immigration into the controversy in 

a manner which is most unfair to the latter. The Radicals are loud in their denunciation of the alleged 
injustice done to the working man by cheap Chinese labour ; the Liberals condemn the system as slavery, 

while the Conservatives twit the partisans of the present Government with the fact that the British 
Guiana Immigration Ordinance, to which the South African, they say, is allied, is the work of a Liberal 

Government. One daily paper even went so far as to draw a comparison between the conditions of 
the two systems, in order to show that the British coolie in Demerara is far worse off than the alien 
Chinaman on the Rand ! As we have already said, it is not the métier of this Committee to deal with 

questions of Party politics. With the South African question we have nothing to do. Whether that 
system of immigration is good or bad in itself, beneficial or baneful to the country, is a matter to 

which we, as a body, may be indifferent ; but we cannot, in the interests of the West Indies, allow 
unjustifiable, even if unintentional, discredit to be thrown on British Guiana immigration, a system 
which has stood the test of over half a century, without putting forward the facts of the case as 
regards these Ordinances. The Chinese immigration into the Rand is designed for the immediate 

benefit of the mines. It is not a permanent measure for the ultimate development of the country, as 

the immigrant has to be sent back to his country at the end of his term of indenture, or when he has 
done his share in exhausting the mineral wealth of the Colony. The East Indian coolies, on the 

other hand, are brought to British Guiana for the purpose, mainly, of agriculture. A large proportion 
remain in the Colony, and utilise their experience and savings in cultivating rice and other agricultural 
nroduce and in raising cattle, or else they remain as free labourers on the sugar estates Whatever 
bane the subsequent career of the East Indian coolie immigrants take, they form a valuable portion of 

the population. The Chinaman on the Rand is not allowed to learn skilled trades or acquire any post- 
the popu a Colonists. As he is not allowed to remain m the Colony this
non in which e a totally different position to the East Indian in the West Indies, who

*—* °-1’ -
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seen the East Indian coolie in India and in Demerara, Jamaica, or Trinidad can appreciate what a 
blessing immigration has been to him, and what an enormous change for the good has resulted from his 
indentureship. The West India Committee has, in a circular letter to the London and Provincial 

papers, brought the above facts, as to the relation of the two ordinances, prominently before the 
public, and from the change of opinion on the matter, which is already noticeable, there can be no 

doubt that the eyes of the public are now more open to the true facts of the case.

The first of a series of prosecutions at the instance of the Jamaica Government to suppress the 
illicit sale of rum, purporting to be Jamaica rum, took place at the Guildhall on the i ith inst.. 

and resulted in the defendant being fined a nominal penalty of 5s. with 8 8s. costs. The vexed 
question of what is rum has been discussed so fully in The West India Committee Circular that it is 
hardly necessary again to go into it at length. Suffice it to say that rum is the tropically fermented and 
distilled product from sugar-cane juice or the bye-product—molasses—of cane juice after more or less 
sugar has been extracted. Its basis is alcohol, and it owes its essential qualities to the presence of 
flavouring ethers, which latter are produced mainly under the conditions of a tropical climate. 
The proportion of these ethers varies according to the quality, in itself dependent on soil and 
climate, of the cane-juice product used,—it may be pure cane-juice, or it may be the molasses after a 
third sugar has been extracted,—and to the manner of fermentation, whether purposely retarded or 
quickened. The proportion of ethers, also, depend upon the kind of Still used, whether “ pot ” and 
“ patent,” the former yielding to the rum a larger quantity of flavouring ethers than the latter, 
although the degree to which the flavouring ethers are taken out of the spirit can be regulated to a 
large extent by its construction and method of use. Naturally, the price of rum is based upon 
quality, and as Jamaica rum is celebrated for its flavour, its market price is far above that from the 
other West Indies. Its reputation is historic, its manufacture is an important part of the sugar 
industry, and the maintenance of its good name and the preservation of its market, are matters of great 
interest to its producers. But, however, while the Jamaica planter is perfectly justified in using measures 
to protect his special industry, he should be careful in so doing not to injure his brother planters 
elsewhere. Demerara rum, for example, though it does not contain the proportion of flavouring ethers 
that Jamaica does, is quite as much entitled to the name of rum. In the particular case reported, we 
do not know what was the particular class of rum sold, but judging from the statements of the 
prosecuting counsel, the experts who examined the rum were of opinion that it was “silent ” spirit, 
and not Jamaica rum. “ Silent ” spirit has been aptly defined as “ spirit which says nothing as to its 
character.” It is prepared from bodies, the fermented and distilled product of which is objectionable 
in flavour unless the latter is eliminated by means of a patent still, it being possible in this way to 
purify, i.e„ deprive of flavour, alcohols to the desired extent. If, then, analysts take Jamaica rum as 
the standard as to ether contents, rums from Demerara, the Leeward Islands and Trinidad which 
contain a much lower proportion of these, but which are quite as much genuine rum, would be certified 
as a mixture of silent spirit and rum, and condemned accordingly, and in the Stockport case of eighteen 
months ago this was what actually took place. The prosecuting counsel on the present occasion is 
credited with having made the extraordinary statement that a false rum is made here from Demerara 
sugar . In the first place, anyone conversant with the relative values of sugar and rum would appreciate
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we fear that the sale of Demerara, Trinidad, and Leeward Islands rum cannot but be prejudiced 
by these prosecutions, so long as the only standard recognised is that of Jamaica rum. It seems also to 
us that the effect of these prosecutions on the lines on which they are now being run, will be harmful 
to the West Indian rum trade generally, and that the proper course to have pursued would have 
been, by united West Indian action, to endeavour to put a stop to the sale of imitation rums. 
The provisions of the Merchandise Marks’ Act are quite sufficient for the purpose, and for the reasons 
given above, analytical figures are only calculated to lead to erroneous and contradictory evidence. 
Anything that tends to hinder trade by hampering it with conditions and apprehensions must be 
prejudicial to it in the long run, and the worst of it is that not only is the Jamaica rum market likely 
to be affected, but the trade generally, by the present action of the Jamaica authorities, and this is at 

a time when the future of rum is more promising than it has been for some time.

As we have already announced, the Legislative Council of Jamaica has negatived the vote for the ex­
penditure necessary to put into operation the new Quarantine Ordinance of that Island. 1 his 

Ordinance was the result of the recommendations of the Commission appointed to inquire into the vexed 
question of quarantine regulations among the West Indian Islands and British Guiana. In the past, 
each possession has had its own quarantine laws, the main object of which was to shut off any offending 
Colony from any communication with it. To say that the regulations as a rule were irritating, and as 
a rule effectual as impediments to trade, is not sufficient. In many instances the effects were so absurd 
as to bring quarantine into ridicule. These regulations were, as a general rule, based on the rough and 
ready methods of pre-sanitation days, when the health conditions of the West Indian towns and 
surroundings were such as to reasonably cause a dread of the introduction of infectious disease, when 
commerce went slowly and competition was practically unknown, before science had shown what 
could be done in the direction of prevention of disease. Things are otherwise now. 1 he sanitary 
condition of the West Indies has so much improved that they, at least the Islands, have become 
health resorts, and the old quarantine regulations are quite out of keeping with the changed conditions. 
It was to meet the inconvenience to intercourse and damage to trade from the want of uniformity and 
obsolete nature of the existing rules that the Commission sat, and in formulating the common set of 
quarantine regulations to meet the spirit of the times, the Commission was acting m the best interests 
of the individual Islands and in the spirit of modern medical science. Possibly it may be found that 

a modus vivendi may yet be arrived at by reduced expenditure or otherwise.

Mt. Joseph Weebon prevtte.
Mr. Joseph Weedon Previte has been connected with the West Indies since the year r 864, when 

his then firm of Previte & Greig began to be interested in the export of asphalt from the Pitch Lake 
in Trinidad. In association with the late Hon. T. A. Finlayson and the American Paving Companies 
he has been largely instrumental in developing the asphalt industry, which has o late years added 
materially to the resources of Trinidad. As one of the concessionaires of the Lake from the Crown 
™ was successively a Director of the American and English Companies which took over

’ • Tlh firm Messrs Previte & Co., is engaged in the import of Trinidad Lake asphalt
the concession. , G Britain Mr. Previte is a member of Lloyds, and has been
to the continent of Europe and Gre
in the City for over fifty years. He is an old Member of the West India Committee.

H uspical IRoabsibe in Karbabos.
The soil of Barbados is remarkable not only for its fertility, but also on account of its extremely 

shallow depth, for its average thickness does not exceed two or three feet. Barbados is almost
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entirely of coral formation, and it is on top of the coral limestone that the thin veneer of soil, which 

has borne sugar canes for over two hundred years, lies, '['hanks to nature, the process known at 

home as metalling the roads is in many places obviated in Barbados, for when a road in the natural 

course of events becomes at all uneven, all that is necessary to do is to scrape it away until it is flat 

again, and the result of this is that the roads become lower and lower, thus affording unique 

opportunities of inspecting the soil in the manner shown in our full page illustration. 1 he figure in 
the picture will be recognised as Mr. E. T. Racker, the popular editor of The Agricultural Reporter.

H Ibunbreb ¡gears Hgo.
When St. Vincent was ceded to us by the French in 1763, our new settlers immediately began tu encroach 

upon the lands of the Caribs, the aboriginal inhabitants of the Island. The settlers, we read in Coke, “ in cun 
junction with their correspondents, the West India merchants, in London, aimed at nothing less than the possession 
of the whole territory of the Island ; on which prospect, likewise, considerable sums of money had been borrowed in 

our wealthy metropolis, at a high interest, on speculation, under the idea of immense profits from its future 
cultivation," and in 1771 made a forcible attempt to obtain their land. The Caribs resisted, and this being 

construed as rebellion, in Major General Dalrymple was sent out to effect their humiliation, .. Inch was 
accomplished in February, 177^. However, as a result of an enquiry in Parliament, it was decided that the

expedition was founded on injustice, and overtures of peace resulted in the treaty referred to in the extract from 

the minutes of the West India Committee given below. The Caribs were granted what was practically the whole 
of the north of the Island, from the River Analibou (Wallibou) on the leeward side, to the River Byera on the 

windward side, and the territory ceded by them in their turn, now known as the Carib country, was until the 
disastrous hurricane of 1902, the most fertile in the Island ; but at present its cultivation is rendered 'impossible 

owing to the absence of fresh water. The second extract from our old records is a table of exports from 
to 1780, which will, we think, be of interest. From Grenada, for instance, it will be noted that in that year 

12,234 casks of sugar, and from Dominica i,4I8 casks, were exported, though that commodity has now ceased to 
appear among the exports of these Islands.
increased very materially.

On the other hand, the quantity of sugar shipped from Barbados has

“At a meeting on April 6th, 
Mr. Pownall acquainting him that the

Mr. Maitland laid before the meeting a note from
e 1 • • 1 , Caribs at St. A incent had surrendered and with their entire
. '• ™ or nX

The Annual Importation of Sugar and Rum from 
read, and it is as follows -

Marcii 25th, 1769 to March 25th, 1770, was

Jamaica
Ships. Casks—Sugar. Rum—Puns.

Antigua

St. Kitts

132

30
43,091
11,567

9,762

17

Barbadoes ...
36 12,584 69

Granadoes ...
23 9,479 25

M’serrat 5i 12,234 427
N evis 9 4,032 22

Dominico 7 2,149 12

St. Vincents 9 1,419 8

'Portola
8 1,863 29
3 1,205 2

308 99,623 IO,353
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1Rew Members of tbe West Jnbia Committee.

I'he next election of Members to the West India Committee will take place on Thursday, 
February 1st. The new list being now in course of preparation, it is hoped that Members will kindly 
notify the Secretary of any change in their address. We would again ask Members to assist to 
strengthen the West India Committee by introducing new candidates for election. Forms of applica­
tion and full particulars regarding membership can be obtained from the Secretary, the West India 
Committee, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.

Ube Canadian ¡preference.
It is with satisfaction that we are able to announce that the sugar refiners of Canada have now 

agreed to renew the arrangements under which sugar producers in the West Indies will once more 
reap financial benefit from the 33^% preference. They have agreed to purchase West Indian sugars 
on their arrival at rates equivalent to those ruling in New York, plus 10 cents per 100 lbs. for 
muscovado and 12 cents per 100 lbs. for crystals. 'I'he period for which they will do so is limited to 
July 1 st, as was the case last year, leaving the question as to continuing the arrangement for the latter 
part of the year, the subject of negotiations, later. Messrs. A. G. Jones & Co., of Halifax, in their 
sugar circular, state, however, that they look forward to being able to have this arrangement continued 
throughout the year, as they do not expect such adverse conditions as those which prevailed during the 
latter part of 1905. In the same circular they state that the total quantity of sugar landed in Halifax 
during 1905 amounted to about 47,000 tons, showing a substantial increase over the figures for the 
previous year. All of this was from the British West Indies only, none of foreign growth having been 
used at Halifax. Arrivals of muscovados took place principally during the first six months of the year, 
the arrangement with the refiners under which these were taken not extending beyond July 1st. But 
for abnormal conditions of heavy stocks and poor demand for the refined article they would have been 
able to continue the same terms for sugars arriving during the last six months, but fortunately the 
quantity of West Indian crop remaining to be shipped then was not large, and sellers were unable to 

obtain for later arrivals anything over the bare parity of American prices.

Seebltno Canes tn Jamaica.
The November Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society gives an account by Mr. P. M. 

Murray of some reapings of seedling canes in Jamaica. At Hope Gardens, the experimental station, 
two varieties, J 30 and J 3 yielded on an experimental scale the equivalent to 74.4 and 74a tons per 
acre, with juice containing 9 and 7 tons respectively of crystallisable sugar while Demerara an 
Barbados seedlings gave from 67.8 to 43-6 tons per acre, as against Bourbon 39.5 and White

Transparent 33.8 tons.
At Albion Estate

in the St. Thomas district the following results were obtained :

B 379
65 tons per acre, with 14,768 lbs. available sugar in juice.

D 212 56 13,324

B 147 40.4 9,899

B 254 46 9,704

B 208 47-5 ” 9,383

D 80 45-3 81,653

content in juice of 14,310 lbs* Per acre‘
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These figures promise a future for these canes in Jamaica. It must not, however, be forgotten 
that the whole history of seedling canes is marked by exceptional vigour in early life or when planted 
out in new conditions, a vigour which is liable to become very largely modified in subsequent crops. 
It is worthy of remark that the Otaheiti cane, which is closely allied to the Bourbon, gives in the 
Albion experiment 44.6 tons of cane per acre, or juice content of 12,404 lbs. sugar per acre, an 
extremely creditable return for an old established cane.

5am anò Justice.
The General Election has given the opponents of the Brussels Sugar Convention an opportunity 

for ventilating the alleged grievances of the confectioners as to the effects of that agreement upon their 
industry. Facts, however, speak stronger than words, and the following extracts from the Chamber 
of Commerce Journal, dealing with Trade and Commerce in 1905, is a crushing commentary on their 
complaints, “bor the eleven months ended November, 1903, 1904, and 1905, the quantity and value 
of the exports of confectionery, jams, and preserved fruits was higher last year than in any of its 
predecessors:—

1903.

Cwt.

294,886

1904. 1905

£ 
743,7i8

Cwt.

289,841
£ 

750,870 315,478
Moreover, what is more satisfactory still, there is no doubt that there

824,221
........... ............................»uu, incic ib no uounr mat there was even 

greater ■mpnwment in the lm„, tradey (The italics are our own) „
true, confectioners were not free from anxiety, owing to the high price of sugar, but happily the 
co lapse of those high prices, which were mainly caused by the excessive speculation, came sooner 
and more completely than many people had anticipated, and during the greater part of the year sugar 
was obtainable at reasonable prices, which helped to stimulate the trade all round "

XT T “

enormous profits, which a small difference in the value of sugar is not likely to effect materiaHy

£

Bn JBect Jfactorp.
The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre for Tannarv ■

Factory of Cambrai, at Escaudceuvres, which has recently b UnS °ng,aCC°Unt °f the Central Sugar 
the juice from sixteen - raperies ” has bZen dealt with T "elled- Hitherto,

pipes, the total length of which is over eighty miles - but reZd ’ dd™“^ thr°Ugh
erected at the factory itself. 3,200 tons of beet aJe k a “ addltlOnal dlff“sion plant has been 
at the factory station. For 100 days of crop this woulT d'em’ 5°° °f Wh'Ch are dealt with

The chief point about the f^ory XX iT" ‘°nS

total number of motors in use throughout the factory is 120 th 6 Y “S a mOtlve The
Corliss engines and one Brequet turbine working m t ’ P°wer being given by two
double carbonatation, and the old charco’al process is rep^ced by

a ~ „ th. „ ,„=
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concentrating the syrup, and all the heating being done by multiple effect. On account of the extensive 
use ot electricity, the amount of exhaust steam available is small, and the first vessel of the evaporator 
is entirely served with direct steam. Steam for the various juice heatings is supplied from the second 
and third bodies. 1 he exhaust of the factory goes into the second body, while the vacuum pans receive 
their steam from the first vessel. The syrup is filtered through kieselghur in filter presses. There 
are five vacuum pans for first sugars, four of 2,600 cubic feet capacity and one of 1,750 cubic feet. 
I he massecuite is dealt with by twelve centrifugals of fifty inches diameter driven electrically, and 
twenty-four boilers with a collective heating surface area of 17,000 square feet furnish the necessary 
steam power. This factory ranks among the biggest in the world, and in point of view of any 
development that may be made in the West Indies in the direction of central factories, the attention 
of West Indian planters is especially drawn to the extensive use of electricity in its installation. For 
further details we would refer our readers to the paper in question.

Cocoa diseases.

The attention of the cocoa planters is invited by the Hon. William Fawcett, in his “Bulletin of 
the Department of Agriculture,” to a disease of the pod which has lately been noticed in Jamaica. 
“It may,” he says, “ be more prevalent than planters are themselves aware of, and there is the 
certainty of its spreading unless measures are taken to preventit. The disease is due to a fungus, 
and is recognised by a darkening of the pod which spreads from one end, and by a delicate white 
mould which appears on the outside. The mould produces immense numbers of very minute particles, 
lighter than dust, which are blown off by every breath of air and scattered on the pods all round, even 
at great distances if the wind is high. These particles infect the pods they fall upon ; the disease 
grows all through the shell, killing young pods, and even in almost mature pods affecting the cocoa 
beans, causing inferior grade and light weight. Thèse particles falling on a dry pod will do no harm, 
and therefore wet weather, moist situations, and overhead shade encourage infection. The spread of 
the disease is due also to other particles, which lie dormant for some time in the substance of the 
shells of the pods. Like seeds, under favourable conditions and after a resting stage, when the shell 
decays, they germinate, producing more particles that are carried about by the wind. To prevent the 
spread of the disease, all diseased pods should be picked and either burnt, or buried so deep that they 
will not be brought to the surface again. All shells from which the beans have been removed should 
always be buried to ensure that the disease is not propagated by the germination on them of the wind- 
borne particles, or in them of any of the resting particles. If these measures are rigidly carried out, 
the disease will probably not give any trouble, but if on any estate the disease is found to be wide­
spread, all the pods which are not picked off, should be sprayed with Bordeaux mixture, and a constant 

watch kept against the breaking out of the disease.”

Cocoa.

Harper’s Magazine for November and December gives a thrilling account of the horrors of 
the slave trade as carried on in West Central Africa. It is not in our province to deal with the merits 

or demerits of the slave trade, but seeing that destinations of the slave gangs whose condition is 
described include the Portuguese Islands of St. Thomé and. Principe, and that these Islands are large 
growers of cocoa, a considerable portion of which finds its way to British ports, we think it our duty 
?o call attention to this fact. Slave-grown cocoa is a protected cocoa, and against this our West 
Indian growers have to compete. It is a form of protection which it is impossible to estimate the 
extent of and is a good illustration of the burdens our tropical agriculture has to bear from unfair 
competition. Some years ago there was a great outcry against the slave-grown sugar of Cuba.
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Surely from motives of humanity also, buyers of cocoa should refuse to purchase any likely to have 

been grown under similar conditions.

XTbc jEjbibttion Committee’s IReport.
The general Exhibition Committee of the West India Committee in their report on the Colonial 

Exhibition of 1905, now published as a “ Souvenir,” of which a review appears elsewhere in this issue, 
deals very fully with the circumstances which gave rise to the Exhibition and the steps taken which 
resulted in the representation at it of Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados and Grenada, and numerous private 
exhibitors connected with the West Indies. An important feature of the report are various suggestions 
in the later paragraphs of it which should go far towards facilitating arrangements on future occasions 
of a similar nature, of which we hope there will be very many. Among these is the proposal, already 
adopted in Grenada, for the formation of permanent Exhibition Committees, which has already met 
with the approval of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, and which we once more have no 
hesitation in commending to the leading Agricultural and Commercial Bodies of the West Indies for 
their serious consideration. Turning now to finance, it appears from the general balance sheet which 
accompanies the report, that, after payment of all expenses, there remained a balance of 19s. 5d. 
in hand, a result which having regard to the experience of former exhibitions the Committee are 
justified in considering extremely satisfactory. With an Exhibition of this kind the object to be aimed 
at is to lay out the money available to the best possible advantage and not to show a large balance or, 
much less, a loss. But as the report has now been posted to all Members of the West India Committee, 
we need not deal with it here at greater length.

21 Jamaica lRum prosecution.

The first of a series of prosecutions, at the instance of the Jamaica Government, to suppress 
the illicit sale of rum, purporting to be Jamaica rum, and to enforce the provisions of the Merchandise 
Marks Act, was heard at the Guildhall yesterday (Thursday, January nth), when Mr. Donald Nicol 
Abbott, of the Bishopsgate Distillery and Wine Company, appeared to answer to a charge of selling 
as Jamaica rum a spirit that was not of that nature. The Jamaica Government was represented by 
Mr. J. C. Nolan, who has come to this country as a special commissioner, and the Board of Trade 
was also represented. Mr. Romain, counsel for the defendant, advised him to plead guiltv. In 
opening the case for the prosecution, Mr. Bramall said the Jamaican Government were determined to 
put a stop to the illicit sale of false rum. The manufacture of rum was one of the principal trades in 
Jamaica, and it was distilled from the product of the sugar cane, and in such a way as to contain the

in

secondary products. It was owing to the special method of distillation that this rum had a medicinal 
value. It was a more expensive article. Owing to the reputation that it had attained, it had become 
the practice of certain traders in this country to produce a false rum, made in patent stills, and usin^ 
sugar from Demerara and South America, and to take silent spirit manufactured from all kinds Jf 
things. This had been carried on to such an extent that during the past five years the number of 
distilleries in Jamaica had decreased from 150 to 108. Forty-two had closed in five years. It was 

consequence of this that the Government of Jamaica appointed a special commissioner to come to 
England for the purpose of enforcing the law. On November 24th the agent procured a -dlon f 
rum from the defendant’s premises, especially asking for “Jamaica rum.” Thirteen shillhms Ind 

fourpence was charged for the gallon, and an invoice for “ Jamaica rum ” given. It o 1 -1 
the City Analyst, and tested by several experts in the spirit trade, and they were of the onin’' 
it was “silent spirit” and not “Jamaica rum.” Mr. Romain had assured him that Mr Abb tt” h 
earned on a very large business, was totally ignorant of the transaction, and that this run, musj tave
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been sold through gross carelessness on the part of an employee. He was willing to accept that 

assurance, and that Mr. Abbott carried on his business in a legitimate and honest way. He concluded 

by giving notice to the trade that the cases in future would be rigorously dealt with, for it was most 

unfair to the Colony and the public. In this case he would be satisfied with a nominal penalty. 

Mr. Romain having addressed the Bench, Sir Joseph Savory imposed a nominal penalty of 5s. and 

¿18 8s. costs.- The Standard, January 12th.

®uv holies in tbe West Jnbies.
An important article dealing with our American policy and the attitude of the Government 

towards our West Indian Colonies appeared in the Morning Post of January 16th. It will be noticed 

that the writer endorses in a striking manner what we have so frequently said in our columns regard­

ing the apparent apathy and indifference with which the Government has viewed the rapid increase of 

American influence in the West Indies, and though, owing to pressure on our space,, we are unable to 
give the article, which is a long one, in extenso, we think that the following extracts will be of interest 

to our readers :—

So with
“ We are apparently acting on the assumption that as things are so they will be. But in this 

world nations never remain stationary. Either they move forward or they move backward.

to

so 
of 

to

Nor is this all.

us in the West Indies Free Trade ruined their prosperity, and we calmly looked on. We declined 

take any responsibility, meeting every demand for justice with a phrase. t his was all very well 

long as we were supreme in the Caribbean. Now that the place of Spain has been taken by one 
our keenest commercial rivals the political consequences of undiluted Manchesterism are beginning 

ripen The West Indies, which are nothing to us but an orange that we have sucked dry, are beggars 
on the bounty of America. The privileges denied by us to our own Colonists are granted to them by 

her Nor is this all. She has slammed the “ open door ” in our faces both in Cuba and Puerto Rico. 
With the control of the shortest routes to Panama, Honduras, and Jamaica in her hands how long 

will it take her to close the Gulf of Mexico to British trade. In his memorable speech on Defence 
in the summer Mr. Balfour said that owing to the progress of modern invention the conditions of 

defence have changed. He referred particularly to steam and the telegraph wire Since that was the 
view of his Government it might be thought that before removing the outward and visible signs of 
British power in the Caribbean they would have seen that the modern conditions on which they laid such 

stress are present. This is far indeed from being the case. Rapid communication which is one of the 
means of tightening the bonds of Empire, is actually discouraged, Only the other: day the subsidy 

for the mafl contract was withdrawn. The result is that the intervals between the de ivery of letters 

both at home and in the West Indies grow longer instead of shorter as they do elsew ere in 
X-s dominions. Moreover, it now takes eight days to go from Trinidad to Jamaica instead of 

Y g , . |f davs as formerly, and nine days from Barbados instead of four and a half. No

t “barrier to federation can be imagined. Cable communication is even worse. In truth it is inferior 
greater barr her West Indian Islands, and between the United States and here.

to that betwee everywhere except by steam ; Jamaica has cable communi-
British Hond Bermuda, but none with any of the island fortresses of which she is

cation with distan and Anti are connected, and so are St. Lucia
the foremost facing any canal of Ae^

and Barbados, Grena , all.British cable scheme, we refused to lend it our assistance,

world and Jamaica pasfc H is being carried
Hence our policy J a matter of fact, they do so only to a limited extent,

out as though modern con 1 10 _ ’ fae withdrawal of the West Indies squadron may be
That the redistribution of the Navy caneu
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admitted. But why leave one cruiser, which in case of emergency may be a thousand miles distant r 
Either it is too much or too little, one of those foolish compromises of which we are so fond. 1 he 
withdrawal of the garrison is another matter, as we should perceive fast enough if we were not being 
led into a one-sided view of defence by the “ blue water school. Until all the Islands are linked up 
with one another and with this country no change should be made in the military situation. I he italics are 
our own.

Ube West Jnbia Club.
The half-yearly General Meeting of the West Indian Club was held in the Club Room, 

Howard Hotel, Norfolk Street, on January 16th, when there was a large attendance, including: 
E. Alberga, J. Arnold, A. E. Aspinall, F. Berger, H. Berger, C. T. Berthon, C. Inniss Bowen, H. E. G. 
Boyle, Capt. Calder, H. O. Carter, E. R. Davson, A. Elder, E. B. Ellis, Martin Elliott, 
C. Cary Elwes, W. A. M. Goode, E. H. Grant, A. Hirsch, L. F. Hudson, George Hughes, 
A. N, Lubbock, A. E. Messer, L. de Mercado, J. E. Mitchell, J. E Munro, Sir J. Roper Parkington, 
J.P., D.L., W. J. Pearson, H. D. Perry, G. H. H. Pile, Hon. A. C. Ponsonby, H. Powell Rees, 
J. Rippon, F. O. Roach, R. Rutherford, F. W. Scott, W. P. B. Shepheard, H. C. Swan, 
H. D. Swan, E. T. Whitaker, J. H. Wilkinson and Chas. Wilson.

Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, who in the absence of the Chairman was voted to the Chair, moved 
the adoption of the Annual Report and Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, which was agreed to 
unanimously. From the Report it appears that the total Membership of the Club is now 591, and the 
Club funds are larger than ever before. The thanks of the Committee are once more due to the 
Members of the Club for their energetic support. Without both enthusiasm and practical assistance 
on the part of individual Members the West Indian Club could not have reached that stability and 
degree of success which, in an existence of only seven years, has been its good fortune to attain. 
That there be no retrograde movement depends almost entirely upon the continuation of that 
enthusiasm and assistance; and for this the Committee desires hearty co-operation. To many Clubs 
success too quickly won has proved an eventual cause of failure. To avoid this pit-fall, and to 
forestall the possibility of “ lean years,” the policy of the Committee has been actuated by a degree of 
cautiousness that may be open to criticism. The Committee thinks, however, that such criticism 
would be disarmed after a careful investigation of the condition of some other clubs supposed to be far 
more prosperous than our own. Although the scope of the Club has not been broadened during the 
past year, the Committee is more than ever anxious to receive from Members suggestions towards 
this end, and all recommendations will receive the most careful attention.

West Indian interests at Westminster.
Cbc General Election.

It is unnecessary for us to give the state of the Parties, as our friends in the West Indies will 
receive the latest news by cable, and those at home through the medium of the daily papers which 
are using every sort of device to make known the latest results. The fact that Mr. W F Lawrence 
who has for so many years voiced the cause of the West Indies in the House of Commons has not 
again been returned for the Abercromby division of Liverpool, will be a cause for re«'ret to those 
interested m the West Indies whatever their political leanings may be. On the other hand, they will 
be pleased to learn that Sir Edward Clarke, whose views on the sugar question are so well known 1, been elected for the City of London, and Mr. D. McIver for Liverpoo^^Kirkda^.

Xetters to tbe iSbitor.
Hn ©lb {time Election.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular. 

with
Just on a hundred years ago, in 1807, there was a famoufiX^nr th ® Future.

most costly election that has ever taken place in this country Thfre were three°fY?rkshire- perhaps the 
election altogether could not have cost less than half a million of money h candldates- and it is said that that
for the a&‘beJn the foremost champ,on

representatives of the two great houses of Fitzwilliam and Har^ bv^he
t 1 preparations had been made on both sides for a strenuous confl^^^^ Mr’ Lascelles (Tory) .’
Lord Milton, owing much to the excellent state of Dreoaration fnr tb? confllct • ?° cost, it was evident, was to be snared 
aim^ihstandln8.a ten Per ‘ax «Pon all incomes, as well as a recen“VmS SeTh'S father s armoury.
SXs efvery?ther pobt'cal man, and had most essentially diminished the snirif^

pf war by no means relaxed, and he began his politick life by l^ng
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His first act was to send one of his circulars to all the professional gentlemen of the county. Think what the activity of 
two or three hundred Attornies, of every city, town and village in Yorkshire, men receiving five guineas each per day for 
about twenty or thirty successive days, must have done for their noble candidate. Think of the horses, chaises, coaches, 
which they would instantly hire, and of the number of their clerks who would be employed as sub-agents. Think of the 
speechifying, talking, scribbling, printing, squibbing, fibbing, advertising, riding, driving, which would take 
place. Every Yorkshire paper was full of praise of Lord Milton and of bitter invective of the other candidates. Go 
where you would, you ran up against one of his Lordship's agents. Not only had he an agent or two 
to every village, but one to every coach. His Lordship, too, seems to have had the alliance of another 
class of men, who though not quite so efficacious were somewhat formidable at the bustlings, men of strong 
fists and stentorian throats, who took care that neither Mr Wilberforce nor Mr. Lascelles should have a hearing. 
I^ord Harewood declared he was “ready to spend his whole Barbados property’’ to secure the seat, in bringing up 
supporters from all parts of the Kingdom, as well as from abroad, and the expenses incurred by Lord Milton and Mr. 
Lascelles were estimated at /Too,000 apiece. Well might the many friends of Wilberforce feel dismayed at the prospect, 
but he undauntedly resolved to persevere. A subscription to promote his return was started, and in ten days the sum of 
^64,455 was contributed. Not half the sum, it proved, was needed. From all parts of the country voters came, refusing 
their expenses. It must be remembered that York was then the only polling place. The polling continued fifteen days, 
and in the whole county of Yorkshire, it is said, that there was not a vehicle to be had for love or money Voters came to 
the poll in boats, on donkeys, and hundreds of them tramped from all parts of the country on foot. Notwithstanding the 
wealth to which he was opposed, Wilberforce headed the poll during the whole fifteen days, which no doubt caused his 
opponents to make such extravagant efforts.

The final result was :
Wilberforce ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• 11,806
Milton........................................................, ........................................... iL 177
Lascelles ... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• 10,989

Yorkshiremen still recall “ the great election ’’ as an excitement unequalled in the history of their county.

Yours obediently,

North Countryman.

Gbe Uate Xorb IRitcbie.

To The Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Dear Sir —My debt of gratitude to the late Lord Ritchie is very great, and so is that of all sugar estate proprietors 

making “ Molascuit or other cattle foods containing molasses and exporting same to the United Kingdom It was due 
to this gentleman, as it is unnecessary for me to remind the Committee, that the Bill was introduced and passed as a 
Government measure, providing that molasses for cattle feeding should be imported free of duty. The advantage was 
not only for the producer but time will show also for the British farmer, and to a greater extent than is yet grasped in the 

early days of the new industry.
Your Obedient Servant,

George Hughes.

(Our readers will, we feel sure, endorse, as we do, Mr. Hughes’expressions of gratitude to the deceased states­

man.—Ed.)

Ebe JEbitor’s EHarg.
Under this heading we propose to record the principal events of general interest which occur during the 

fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received by the mail, and keeping 

out' readers across the sea posted with current events.

6th Homeward Mails arrived per R.M.S.P. Co.’s S.S. “ Trent.’
7th — Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman’s election address issued.
gth —Parliament dissolved. -Death announced of the Rev. Sir Richard Fitzherbert, Bait., a 

[amaica estates’ proprietor, which took place on January 4th.
I ord Ritchie died suddenly at Biarritz.—Parliamentary paper on Chinese labour in the 

Transvaal published, from which it appears that Mr. Lyttelton had himself advised 
mine owners to cease employing Chinese immigrants. . . ,,

mth —The Premier at Liverpool stated that the Government had been advised that they could 
not legally stop the introduction of Chinese into South Africa for whom licenses had 
been signed before they came into power.

Thursday, January nth.- Election. Ipswich returned two Liberals to Parliament,
Friday, January ! 2th -The first contest^ toe (Under-Secretary

of State for the Colonies, !88o-8i) died in London .-Sir Edward Grey at Liverpoo 
said there was no analogy between the Immigration Ordinance of British Guiana and 

th Mrh AHlwT^Balfour defeatedly a majority of 1980 in East Manchester. The Liberals 
Saturday, January 13th -Mi .Ar trwrF <=eats —The Southern Cotton Growers Association (New Orleans)

Adopted Report favouring a reduction of 25 % of the acreage planted and holding spot 

cotton for 15 cents.
Monday, January i5th.--The French Minister re^^ appeared in the Morning Post.—
Tuesday. January 16th ' hiHon Alfred Lyttelton lost his seat at Warwick.-The half-yearly general

meeting* of the West Indian Club.

Saturday, January
Sunday, 
Monday

January 
January

Tuesday, January

Wednesday, Jan.

9th.—’
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Wednesday Tan. 17th.— M. Armand Fallieres elected President of the French Republic. -The Right Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain returned for Birmingham West by an increased majority (5079).

Thursday, January 18th.—The Imperial Direct West Indian Steamer “ Port Antonio," from Kingston arrived at 
Avonmouth.—Diplomatic relations between France and Venezuela formally broken on

Friday, January 19th.—State of Election : Liberals, &c., 307. Unionists, 87.

IRotes ot Interest.
BANK RATE. The Bank Rate remains at 4 per cent, (changed from 3 per cent, on Sept. 28th, 

1905), and Consols (2^ per cent.) are quoted 89#.
DEMERARA. The S.S. “ Cheniston,” of the Demerara and Berbice Steamship Company left 

Demerara with mails for London on the nth inst. She is due on January 31st.
W. S. ROBERTSON We are informed that Messrs. W. S. Robertson & Co., of San Fernando, Trinidad, 

& CO. have opened an office at 12, Great Helens, London, with Mr. J. 'I'. Riccalton as 
manager.

LOST BOOKS ! We shall be obliged if any of our readers can assist us in finding two volumes, 
“Groans of the Planters of Barbados, 1689,” and “ Barbados Packet, circa 1720, a.d.,” which are missing 
from the West India Committee Rooms.
COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended January nth, 90 bales of West Indian cotton 
were imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.63d. per lb. ; 
West Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb. ; fine, iqd. per lb.; and extra fine, i5^d. per lb.
BEET IN MEXICO In Mexico, in the northern districts of the states of Chihuahua and Coahuila attempts 
have been made to grow sugar beets, and it is proposed to establish experimental stations in the 
principal sugar centres of the country. The country has devoted ten million piastres to irrigation 
works, principally in the north of the Republic.

PRACTICAL A Reuter’s telegram from Lahore, dated January 3rd, states that the agitation 
RELIGION. against the use of imported sugar has now spread to the famous Hindu pilgrimage

city of Hard war, where the Brahmins, who help the pilgrims to wash away their sins in the Ganges, 
have resolved not to accept at the temple offerings of sweets containing imported sugar.

WEST INDIA At the fortnightly dinner of the West Indian Club, on Wednesday, January 10th, at 
CLUB DINNER. 7.30 p.m., Mr. H. Powell Rees presided, and amongst those present were : - Mr. L. 

de Mercado, Mr. H. D. Swan, Mr. W J. Pearson, Mr W. A. M. Goode, Mr. A. E. Messer, Mr. R. 
Rutherford, Mr. J. S. Westwood, Dr. E. Seton-Pattison, Mr. R. Schult and Mr. F. Berger.

BINDING CASES. For Members desirous of having their Circulars bound, handsome lettered cases 
can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2/- post free. Members can have their copies bound for 
the inclusive charge of 3/- by sending them to the West India Committee Rooms. We also have a 
few patent spring back cases for filing The West India Committee Circular, which can be obtained 
from the Secretary for 2/6 each or post free 3/-.

THE LATE 

MR. A. HUNTER.
I he death has been reported of Mr. Andrew Hunter for many years a prominent 

planter and member of the Court of Policy of British Guiana, and for a short time a 
Member of the Executive of the West India Committee. Mr. Hunter's state of health compelled 
him to rehnguish some years ago the various positions and duties he formerly filled and discharged 
and he has since lived in retirement at Southsea, where he expired on the 8th inst after a naralvtir 
seizure. *

RASTER /Æw ^PP’ænnts °r aPP°lntment Overseers and other positions
REGISTER. connected with West Indian estates can be seen by Members at the West India 

Committee Rooms. Full particulars regarding the applicants are now given, together with two 
testimonials from each Members receiving applications from those desiring appointments marefer 
S fiTupi 6 Committee, who will supply a form of enquiries for the candidates

RUHMftTRTAHDE F^res given in the Wine Trades Review show that while the consumption of rum 
abUdiXtion^^  ̂ °f have

condition.” Referring to the Jamaica prLcutionTtlX]o“kdds ‘ ko ZbXVtth “ lheal,"y 
be ™ ‘hat anyatten.pt to t^K

RUBBER prizes. The Government of Brazil has decreed a nri^ tr
exhibits 100,000 Maniçoba rubber trees within eighteen months from’

anyatten.pt
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announcement, and three other prizes of $15,000 (^1,062), $10,000 (^708), and $5000 (^354) 
respectively, for the three next largest plantations, the smallest of which, in order to gain a prize, 
must not be of less than 10,000 trees. It appears that, not to speak of the value of the rubber, the 
coffee trees benefit greatly by the shade afforded by the rubber trees.

THE FRENCH The French Colonial Minister, M. Clemen tel, has decided, says L'Europe Coloniale, 
ANTILLES. to put before the Chambers, a scheme to unite under one government the Colonies of 

Martinique, Guadaloupe and French Guiana. A Secretary-General would reside in each Colony. 
There would be only one ('ourt of Appeal, one College, and one Head of Public Works. The 
Commissary-General would reside in one of these Colonies and have the status of a Governor of the 
first class. Each Colony would control its own budget. The economy to be effected by this 
simplification is calculated at 150,000 francs.

ACTIVITY IN A new railroad is to be built in the province of Santiago de Cuba by the Cuba 
CUBA. Eastern R. R. Co. for the purpose of opening up cane-growing lands This Company 

is capitalised at $3,000,000 and is now operating a standard gauge road fifty miles north from 
Guantanamo Bay. Willett and Gray in their “ Weekly Statistical Trade Journal ” state that : “ It is 
proposed to erect three central sugar factories along the new line, each having a capacity fop grinding 
1,000 tons of cane daily. New York capitalists are largely interested in this project. It is expected 
that the railroad and two of the sugar factories will be built this year. This should stimulate our 
friends in Barbados to take similar action.

JAMAICA RUBBER. At a meeting of the Jamaica Agricultural Society a short time ago the Governor 
introduced the subject of rubber, and commended it to the attention of planters. Members present 
declared themselves willing to undertake the cultivation, and the Hon. William Fawcett, the Director 
of Public Gardens and Plantations, was instructed to procure seed. About 6,500 Para rubber plants 
(out of 10,000 seeds of Para from Singapore) and 4,500 Castilloa plants have now been raised. They 
have all been bespoken, but applications are still being booked by the Director, and a further supply 
of seed, both of Para and Castilloa, will be obtained next year. Applications should be sent in at 
once, as the demand for seed is very great, and soon there will be none available, even at a year’s 

notice.
THE W.l PICTURE (Obtainable from G. P. Osmond, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.). Since we last noticed 

POSTCARDS. these cards several new series have been issued, including one of Grenada and another 
of Antigua, the subjects chosen being, in the case of Grenada : “ The Carenage,” 11 Tropical Foliage,”

The Promontory of St. George’s,” “A Part of St. George’s,” “A Quaint Cactus,” “ A View of St. 
George’s from the Fort,” ; while in the Antigua series there are : “ A Windmill on a Sugar Estate,” 
•• Admiral Camelford’s Anchor at English Harbour,” “ A Street in St. John’s, English Harbour,” and 
“ The Governor’s Residence.” One of the principal objects of publishing these cards is to help to 
popularise our West Indian Colonies, and the fact that over 61,000 of them have now been circulated 
should be accepted as satisfactory evidence of the popularity of the cards themselves.

MAILS VIA The West Indian mails by the 11 Direct ” Line via Dartmouth are now despatched
“ DIRECT " LINE. from Paddington by a later train, and in consequence letters can be posted in London 

on the Friday in the week on which the steamer sails as under

At the Branch Post Offices in—
Gracechurch Street
Mark Pane 
Leadenhall Street 
lombard Street ...

Letters, until 1.0 p.m.
Papers, ,, 12.30 ,,

Letters,

Papers,

until 1.45 p.m.
2.15 ,, with id. late fee.

General Post Office, St. Martin’s-le-Grand, E.C.
1.15 ..
i-3O >> with Jd. fee.
1.45 ,, ,, id. „

©nr Xibrarp.

We invite
We invite Members and others to send us copies of their works or of publications regarding 

the West Indies, photographs of scenery, local events, &c., for our Library.
. J i Vnl TV This publication of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, contains 

Agricultural News No 96 . • agriculture. In giving some facts about B 208 seedling, a Queensland
various notes of interest in connection with P * .gle return of fourteen tons per acre. Attention is also drawn to a 
report is quoted showing a yield equivalent to P of Sea Island cotton in Barbados not being prominent
United States Consular Report, whicn speaKb ui r .

< -i ft A la Reunion, by Leon Colson, deals in a most comprehensive manner with
La Canne a Sucre aux lies Hawaii et a T^e work .g fuU of valuabie, Up to date information as to the

the sugar industries of the Hawaian Islands an safely said that it is a work which no modern sugar planter
scientific and practical agriculture and manufacture, it m y y



36
THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. Jan. 19, 1906

should be without. It is interesting to notice that the substitution of the sugar cane in Reunion for the existing 
was brought about by General Keating, who commanded the British troops during the occupation in 1810, and who 

planted the cane on the estate which he acquired there.
The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, Vol. IX., No 12, December. This publication of

being printed on better paper. At present it reaches us in a very dishevelled condition after its Journey across the Atlanta 
but the matter which it contains is none the less interesting and does credit to the Editor, Mr. John Barclay I he numb. 
under review contains the full text of the contract between the Imperial Government Jamaica and Messrs. Eldei 
Dempster & Co. for the Direct, Banana and Mail Service, which is useful for purpose of reference. Cocoa, cotfee and 
bananas all receive attention and there is an article on “ lemons,” which have been successfully grown in Jamaica.

In The International Sugar Journal for January an article appears from the able pen of Mr George Martineau on 
“The Sugar Convention as a Party Cry,” in which he exposes the mis-statements of the Anti-Convention political literature 
and puts the causes of the inflated price of sugar of a year ago in its true light. The number also contains papers on the 
technique of sugar analysis and factory control from the pens of Messrs. Heriot, Gulays, and Dr. Horne, and a full 
account of Mr. Sigmund Stein’s lecture at the Society of Arts on the English beet industry. The latter gentleman is the 
present apostle of a British beet industry, and he considers that bigger crops of richer roots can be grown than on the 
Continent with cheaper manufacture from more modern methods. He calculates that if the farmer receives 18s per ton 
from the factory for his roots, he will clear ¿7 an acre. This opens up such visions of wealth to the British agriculturalist 
as to deter, we should think effectually, capitalists from taking the matter up as a commercial bonanza.

Trade Circulars.—We have to acknowledge with thanks the following West Indian trade Circulars, which are filed 
at the West India Committee Rooms :—

Barbados Market Review
------------ - Prices Current 
—-Mercantile In­

telligence 
-------------Prices Current 
--------- -----Market Report 

—- Market Report
Demerara Fortnightly Market 

Report ... 
— Mail Report and 

Prices Current ...

W. L. Jonhson & Co., Ltd.
J. R. Bancroft & Co.

James A. Lynch & Co. 
Gardiner, Austin & Co. 
Leacock & Co.
Jones & Swan.

Chamber of Commerce.
Booker Bros., McConnell 

and Co., Ltd.

Demerara Market Report 
Trinidad Semi-Monthly Mar­

ket Report

------------- Market Report
------------- Market Review
-------------Prices Current
Jamaica : The Gleaner Mercan- 

Intelhgencer
Grenada :

Wieting & Richter.

Edgar Tripp & Co.
W. J. S. Tucker.
Geo. R. Alston & Co 
Rust, Trowbridge & Co. 
Gordon, Grant & Co.

The Gleaner Co.
P. J. Dean.

The Colonial Exhibition, 1905. Report of the Exhibition Committee, Awards of the Judges, and full descriptive 
account of the West Indian Court. London : The West India Committee Rooms. 6d. nett. This long promised 
” Souvenir” of last summer’s Exhibition, at which Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados, and Grenada made such a brave show, 
has now been published. In a cover of Imperial scarlet it extends to no less than fifty-one pages, on the first of which is 
a preface by the Right Hon. Alfred Lyttelton, the then Secretary of State for the Colonies, who expresses his appreciation 
of the great care and trouble which have been taken in this instance to bring under the eves of the public in the Inited 
Kingdom West Indian products and industries, and thereby to further the interests of the British West Indies Five 
pages devoted to the report of the Exhibition Committee, and an account in brief form of all that took place with regard 
to it, contains also very useful hints and suggestions which should prove handy for guidance on future occasions Stress is 
is laid on the importance of putting up and labelling exhibits in an attractive style, and a paaagraph is devoted to the 
desirability of the formation in the Colonies of permanent Exhibition Committees' to act in conjunction with a similar 
Committee in London with a view to securing their representation at a minimum cost upon everv possible occasion This 
is a matter to which we have constantly adverted in The West India Committee Circular, and which we hope will receive 
attention in the Colonies. A general description of the West Indian Court is followed by a series of 1 Notes on the 
Exhibits,’’ from the capable pen of Mr. W. G. Freeman, B.Sc., F.L.S., the Superintendent of the .Colonial Collections at 
the Imperial Institute, which are profusely illustrated and classified under each separate Colony with sub-headings for the 
various products. The list of Exhibition awards is given in full, and the whole forms an attractive record of the West 
Indian Court at the Colonial Exhibition, 1905, which was not only financially, as the balance sheet on page 12 shows but 
also from a spectacular and educational point of view an unqualified success.

West Jnbian Civil Service,
„. c We the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of 
Civil Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible. We 
are indebted to the Morning Post for several of the items of information given below

£: 11
forKu^L^^ and Vice-Consn!

ofabseleX w^alf  ̂ granted an extension of his leave

on leave in Apra-when the

^anti^Ordi^nee“ ^°o^“e

Hugh Clifford. C.M.GJ, will ^ve^ttedX'S CoionK
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Sir Henry Jackson has served in Newfoundland, Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast, the Bahamas, and Gibraltar, and has been 
Governor of the Leeward Islands, Fiji, and Trinidad.

Ube nbails.
iTbe IRopal ZUSail Steam packet CO.—SAILINGS per R.M.S. “Trent” (Capt. A. 0. Farmer) January 20th: 

.IßarbabOö—Mr. Montagu L. Horne, Rev. and Mrs. Basil Patten. tDemerata—Mr. and Mrs. Bourke, Mr. G. Garnett,
Mr H. Miles, Mr. C. A. Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Carroll. Jamaica—Mr. C. H. York Sladen, Mr. H. W. Mortlock, 
Mr. and Mrs. P. Foster, Mr. and Mrs. Forrest, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Palmer, Mr. H. B. Smith. CrÜUÖaö—Miss Penn, 
Miss Beynon, Mr. John Indermaur, Mr. Thomas Griffith, Mr. and Mrs. Hope Finlay, Mr. Goodwin, Mr. and Mrs. Steuart, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lovell, Mr. and Mrs. Venner, Mr. and Mrs. Parrish, Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Love, Mr. S. Grieve, 
Mr. W. Grieve, Mr. and Mrs. Kenworthy, Rev. P. Playfair, Rev. Fanshawe, Mr. Wm. Roberts, Mr. C. Guillemard, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. Hunter, Hon. AV. S. and Mrs. Robertson, Major the Hon.Wm. Cavendish, Mrs. Shepherd, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Smithett, Mr. C. F. Vlies, Mr. W. T. Brierley, Mr. and Mrs. A. Faulkner, Mr. E. J. Arnold, Mr. J. G. 
Young. Miss V. C. Grant, Mr. J. A. Brown. Mr. Wm. Nosworthy. Bnttgiia—Mr. and Mrs. T. Peters, Mr., Mrs. and 
MissM. Holboron, Mr. and Mrs. Delos J. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Hornsby. Grenada—Mr. C. Horne, Miss Orford, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Head, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Quart. St. IRlttS—Mr A. M. Lee. ZlbOHtSCrrat—Mr. F. Driver.

OUTWARD BOOKINGS per R M S. “Orinoco” (Capt. C. E. Down), February 3rd ¡—Barbados—Mrs. and Miss 
Yearwood. Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Swan, Mr. J. Inniss, the Earl and Countess of Harewood, Hon. E. Lascelles. DeillCVara— 
Dr and Mrs. Earle, Mrs. and two Misses McKinnon. Jamaica—Mr. Charles Dow. CrilUdad—Sir Walter and Lady 
Bartellot, Miss Bannerman, Mr. C. Tennant, Miss Brand, Mr. W. B. P. Skelding, Mr. Jameson, Mr. W. E. Allen, 
Mr S C Allen Mr Rogers, two Messrs. Roberts, Mrs. Levaux, Miss Wright, Mr. G. R. Tindall, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Dixon,' Mr. and Miss Bruges, Mr. T. R. Black, Mr. G. Wench, Mr. E. Wench, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Burdon, Mr. Phillip 
Fisher. BomilUCa—Mr. and Mrs. Agar.

Cbc Jmperial Direct Wiest Jndia Zlbail Service—sailings per R.M.s. “Port Kingston” (Capt. 
J. G. Parsons), January 13th Jamaica Mr. H. Abrahams, MissM. Abrahams, Miss E. Abrahams, Rev. Canon Amour, 
Mr lohn Atkins Mai'or and Mrs. E. E. Becher, Mrs. M. O’Brien, Miss Benson, Mr. D. Bulman, Mr Btesh, Mr. L. 
Carvalho Mrs. Cooper, Capt. and Mrs. E. F. and Miss Corbett, Mrs. and Miss Calder, Miss M. B. Croll, Mr. and Mrs. 
I Kilner-Clarke Mr Gilbert Dunsmore, Mr. R. M. Davy, Mr. H. A. Hood-Daniel, R.N.V.R , Mrs. and two Misses 
Hood-Daniel the Hon. E. H. Ellis, Mr. Hugh Elliot, Miss N. Elliot, two Misses Fail, Mrs E. A. boster, Fraulein von 
( m dron Mr W Huntington, Mr. P. O. Hutchinson, Mrs. R. Hill Jackson, two Misses Jackson, Lieut. R. D Johnston, 
Gmsdrop Mr. WJohn Lee, C.C., J.P., Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Lambert, Mr. C. O. Lambert, Col. E. I). 
Malcolm Miss Morgan Rev’. J. C. McKinney, 2nd Lieut. G. W. Nugent, Miss Nordhnger, Mr. H. Nicholls Mr. A.

D weil NathanMiss J N. Pawsey, 2nd Lieit. S. G. Ponsonby, Capt. and Mrs. J. W. Rodgers, Capt W. W. Rhodes, 
Mr hXv Stokes Miss Stokes, Miss Salvesen, Miss Spence, Mrs. A. G. Silcock Mr, and Mrs. W P. Simon Mr R. 
' , , p w Evelvn Scott Mr A. C. Stephens, Mr. M. C., Mrs. and Miss Solomon, Mr. Rene Scialtiel,
W WilliimTayX T ylor, Mr. A. Turner, Mrs. and Miss Wynne, Col E D. Way Mr and Mrs. E. M.
WriX M^C H Ward, Mr. B. Clarkson, Miss A. Marks, Sergt. and Mrs. S. H. Price, Pte G^Browell, Mrs.Game Gunner 

8 ’ * . q t at„; Worsdall IßcniUlba—Vice-Admiral Sir Wm. and Lady Acland, Mr. H. G. Acland, 2nd Lieut.
Sheard, Co1 Shaw, Mr. J. E. Sinclair, Lieut, and Mrs. C. E. Stainer, Lieut. F. C.

and Mrs. Bunt, Miss M. Harman, Mr. H. Melville. Mr. A. T. Wright, Sergt. and Mrs. Ham- 

mond, Sergts. Heal, Dorris, and J. Wallis.

Weatber Uelearams-
«Htfsb ©Iliana (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co.) Jan. 17th. “ Weather dry, some 

Urintöaö (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.) Jan. nth. There is every rain would be accept bl ; Glim™ ' Direct West India Cable Co.; Ltd.) week ended Jan. 3rd.
oeXc ¿9th to*jan !rd, Fine.” Keston : ” Fine, occasional showers.”

Date.

Jan. 26

„ 27
Feb. i

3

Destination.

W. I- Islands (Jamaica excepted) 

and Demerara .............
Jamaica
Demerara .............................. ”
Barbados (for Demerara and W .J 

Islands) • •• .............................
W. I Islands and Demerara

/libati arrangements.
©utwarb Zibails.
Port of Dep.

Dartmouth 
Avonmouth 
Liverpool

Liverpool 
Southampton...

Ibomewarb Zibails.

Company. Packet. Letters in Ldn

Direct Line ' ' Salybia Jan. 26, noon.
I.D.W.I.M.S. Port Antonio ’ ’ ,, 26, 6 p.m.
The Liverpool Line ‘ ‘ Bryssel ’ ’ ,, 31. 6p.m.

Harrison Line “ Dictator ” ,, 3L 6 p.m.
R.M.S.P.Co. “ Orinoco ” Feb. 2, mdn’t.

Date.

Jan 29

Feb. 3
6

Where From.

Demerara
Jamaica ••• •••
W I Islands and Demerara • 
W I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) and Demerara

Port of Arrival.

London
Avonmouth ... 
Southampton. 
London

Company.

Direct Line 
I.D.W.I.M.S. 
R.M.S.P. Co.
Direct Li ne

Packet.
‘ ‘ Cheniston
“ Port Royal ” 

“ Tagus ”
* ‘ Sarstoon

April 1 to Dec. 9. 05
,, 10, ’04

Sugar 
tons.

7-434 
6,in

sports
Cocoa 
cwts.
20,798 
16,218

of probuce from Jamaica.
Rum 
galls. 

789,233 
929,734

Coffee 

cwts. 
31.388 
25.729

Coconuts

4.235.9O9
2,224,950

Pimento 
cwts.
65.405 

122,092

Bananas 
bunches 

11,798,294 
6,279,903

Oranges

65.039.438
72.957.591



Zbe Iproönce Markets’ Summary.
^uqar_It is not possible to reproduce in this issue M. Licht's figures of consumption mber last «hxh

will make four months of the season’s year starting from September ist, but from all that appears from time- f time the 
increase under this head is disappointing and we must make rapid strides if 1,000 000 ton- i- t<> lx- absorbs, i tin-\«-ar n 
excess of last. At present the indications do not point to this, but one never knows what the future will bring forth. It is 
also not possible to give the visible supply at even dates on January ist, but from the figures ->f production whi» h are put 
forth, the total will be a large one and far from pleasant to contemplate. It seems now that the total Eur-j-an pr--:uc 
tion is likely to be larger than hitherto estimated and stands as a barrier to any improvement in pri< es, for ti 
least. What is wanted is a 25 % reduction in beet sowings this spring, but with new crops selling from >- 0 1 t- the 
chances of this seem remote. Up to the present Continental holders have only put forward an amount <4 -ugar sufficient 
for the world’s consumption-and have thus arrested any further serious break in prices The sugar, In vex er -till there 
and some day will have to be disposed of, as one scarcely contemplates its being carried over into another -• a- >: In the 
meantime prices show but little variation from week to week and in the almost total absence of any speculative buying 
this may be considered a favourable feature. Cuba, although delayed by rains seems inclined to gw- u- t i- arrest cr-y 
on record, which, of course, will be absorbed by the United States. Being cane sugai it is appreciated then Beet and 
any other rubbish is good enough for us.

As we go to press Herr F. O. Licht's figures have arrived. He raises his estimates of Convention Eur< ; - - < ; f<-i
this season to 5,520.000 tons against 3,422,000 tons last year, and the total of Europe t 6 930 000 ag cn-t 4 712 000 
tons. The visible supply on the ist Jan., 1906, he makes 4.126,000 tons against 2.876.000 ion-. 1 Th-- four months 
Consumption to 31st Dec., 1905, he places at 2,078,000 tons, against these months in 1904, 2 044 000 md in 1903. 
2,038,000 tons. From this it appears Consumption so far is stationary, which, taken in conjunction with tin- large inctr.w 
in supplies, is the reverse of satisfactory and emphasises the need of at least 25% reduction in beet sowing- for next season, 
if prices are to be restored to paying basis. Full particulars of these figures will be printed in the next issue of this Summarx

The closing quotations of 88% Beet are January. 8s. 2gd. : May, 8s. 6|d. Aug., 8s 84d . and Oct. I»- '- tod .
all free on board, Hamburg.

CbC loisible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba
Cargoes afloat

Total

Quotations of 88% Beet :—

on uneven dates are as follows :
1906 1905 1904 <903

3,300,000 2,760,000 3,340,000 j, 110,000
160,000 70,000 90,000 120,000
20,000 40,000 90,000 70,000

30,000 50,000 60,000

3,480,000 2,900,000 3,570,000 3.360,000
8s. 23d. 16s. l^d. 8s. OAd. 8s. Id.

1902
3.030,000 Tons 

120,000 
50,000 ,,

10,000

m is practically no change in prices this Mail. A fair business has

3 210,000 

6». 6|d.

been clone in yellowcrystallised within the range of 14s. to 17s., average qualities remaining i5s‘ In refining su^ 
been recently selling at 9s i|d. on floating terms, West India sugar being worth about 9s ,d 
if, with the shelving of preferential trade with the Colonies by the new I abour and lii 1? L . w 
continues to give West India sugar a preference over other Countries d directed Government.

In refining sugars, lava on basis of 96 hat 
, „1__ 4 __ , ». J.............It will lie interesting to see

Canada

terms.
/Isolasses Sugar is steady from iis. to 16s. 

Peruvians are offering at 7s. 6d.
For 89 test to Refiners abeut 7s. 9d remains

the value on floating
MUSCOVabO.--Practically nothing here and quotations on the spot uncertain 

recently been paid on floating terms. H uncertain For 89 test to Refiners, 8s. 3d ha*

West Snbfa figures since 1st San.
Imports................  
Deliveries 
Stocks

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised 
IRum.—Board of Trade Returns for 12 

Home Consumption ... 
Socks 31st Dec.

Stocks in London : 
Jamaica 
Demerara

... 15s. 
months :

1906.
3000 

16,000
10.000

Od 25s.

1905-
1300
1700
9000

3d.

1904.
1400
1300

12,000
15s. 3d.

Total of all kinds

1906.
6500
5700

l9O5 
3,972.000 
7,i93.ooo

Demerara is steady, with further sales from’is to is 
with Leewards and other proof kinds rod. to is 2d' ’ 
printed above, show a steady consumption, but no expansion,

Cocoa ” ’ - -

19.396

1905- 
8000
5600

1904. 
4,052,000 
8.505,000

. 20,941
i£d. Jamaica unchanged

'903 
3,982,000 
9,510,000 

1904.
9100
8600

1903
400 Tons.

1500
28,000

14s. 6d.

1902.
4,286,000 Galls.
9.461,000 ,,

Deficiency

I9O3- 
10,600 Puns.

7700 ,,
uenciency 1545 ,,

The
. tnsion. Stocks are fairly well reduced

Board of Trade Returns for 12 months i 
Imports

Returns

Home Consumption 
Stocks 31st Dec.

Stocks in London :

Ï9O5- 
24,360 
20,757 

4651 
1906.

1904.
27,191
20,229

5930
1905

1903
22,324
18.387

3334
1904.Oren S with

SI?. c^
Printal «hove the year s consumed™ «s., and fermented'

1904. which is satisfactory.
Coffee.—Steady.

tie year’s consumption ending December

1902.
25.954
20.377

4814
I9°3 

69.000

Tons.

Bags
Trinidad is dull of sale, but 

i for price. The closing 
__j f —-• 47S-, fermented, 50s

-.. and fermented 48s. to 52s. From the 
31st, 1905, has slightly exceeded that of

mutmeL e rY ?°°,d °rd""ary Jara“-' 40s.

F-BSS"« r
Dearer. Fair, 2fd. to 2|d. Quiet. Unchanged. Average quilitie? of Tam^

arrowroot.—Steady, With moderate sales of J - 42s. to 52s. pimento.
value ^mp^-Steady. Good quality^ d at Vince“t at 2d
value, as. 3d. to as. 6d. Distilled Oi, no aieratioU qu^“ business done at ¿l6. Hand Pressed, unchanged.
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West India Committee Circular
Vol. XXI. FRIDAY, JAN. 26th, 1906. No. 175.

TO OUR READERS.
—^HE West India Committee Circular having now been registered at the General Post Office as a 

T newspaper, we hope shortly to be in a position to develop it in many respects, but we must again remind 
our readers that to enable us to do so, it will be necessary to extend our circulation, which is now more than five 

times as large as it was when the new series of The West India Committee Circular was first 

issued in 1898. We, therefore, ask our readers to help us to accomplish this purpose by introducing new 
subscribers. We may add that we shall be pleased at any time to forward specimen copies of the Circular and 

particulars of membership of the West India Committee to any addresses which may be sent to us by our 

readers.

— HE holiday season was in full swing when the homeward mail by the R.M.S.P. Co.’s steamship 

A “ Orinoco” left the West Indies, and business was consequently almost at a standsti . am 

was wanted in most of the Islands, where the sugar canes were showing a tendency to "P™ 

prematurely, owing to the dry weather. In British Guiana, however, go°dJ^ had 
were in some places too heavy. In that Colony an important resolution had been passed by t 
Chamber of Commerce with regard to the rum Surtax, a matter which still continues materially to 
Xthe welfare of all the rum exporting Colonies. The full text of this resolution wr 1 be found 

> 1 well as the monthly figures of exports of mineral and forest products. We are also able to
“ri XX W X X- U- .... P... y- w .««■

notes from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents:

Bntigua—Cotton iprospects
Mr. Hesketh Bell was leaving the Colony by - Xh^ Ho^ Fo^a

Sir Robert Bromley was expected to arrive nun j

» ¿Mi

The Antigua Standard ot uecemuei &
Stock Farm at Skeretts.

®arbabos-Cbe Mail e week accentaaled the incon-

In his letter of January departure and the arrives «--ojonger
venience of the present mail system There was un y had to ship. Mr Bo crates
punctual. Banana K™wers wer^ on October 25th was S.S. “ Atrato ” nearly 50 %
average prices of banana vJgSel were carried in the cold storage hold. islands appeared to be willing to
out of the r ,986 shipped by„that vessel been to the Colon al office. All the is Indian Colonies> tl
were rotten. Constant rep was confident that if a joint petition wer been detained at New York, and
Go“nV^uX eaX A11 their letters would now have

and on many estates the canes were ripening p
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early part of December made a good start, but unless rain came quickly, they must receive a bad .check Thei C™P
had been doing well hitherto, but recently the “ red maggot had made its appearance, and was very difficult to combat

There had again been several fires during the fortnight ; the tardiness of issuing the notice of rewards, in case of 

conviction, greatly impaired the usefulness of the latter.
A tercentenary postage stamp was to be issued.

JBritisb Guiana—Gbe 1Rum Surtax.
When Mr. A. Summerson closed his letter on January 3rd, crystals were quoted at $1.87. I he exports of sugar 

for the year amounted to 113,000 tons, and there were still some 12,000 tons stored in town awaiting shipment.
Good rains had fallen during the fortnight, and in some places they had been a bit too heavy.
The following resolutions had been passed at a meeting of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce with regard 

to the rum Surtax :—■
Whereas the Surtax of 4d. per gallon imposed by the British Government on rum manufactured in the British West 

Indian Islands and British Guiana, and imported into Great Britain, is felt to be a distinct injustice t<> this 
Colony, and bears harshly on the distillers, who carry out their trade under strict Government supervision, for 
which they have to pay taxation locally ; and

Whereas such Surtax was characterised by the Royal Commissioners who visited the West Indies so long back as 
1897 as unsound in principle, and entailing hardship on the Colonies, and that the answer of the Home Govern­
ment to previous remonstrances could not be considered satisfactory ; and

Whereas all appeals to the Government have failed to get the relief which is justly due to the distillers of this 
Colony,

Be it resolved : “ That this Chamber of Commerce of British Guiana desires to place on record its request that at 
the sixth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire to be held in July, 1906, the subject of this Surtax 
of qd. per gallon on rum exported from British Guiana and imported into Great Britain be considered, and that 
the Congress do take such steps as it may deem desirable to bring about the abolition of such Surtax

It was further resolved that a copy of the above resolution be sent to the Secretary of the London Chamber of 
Commerce to be placed before the Congress.

The Combined Court met on Friday, Dec. 22nd, to vote a sum of money to meet the expenses in connection with the 
addition to the strength of the police force and the resuscitation of the volunteer force, the official cost of the purchase of 
horses, saddlery, &c., being estimated at $16,419 and the annual cost $21,276. Mr. Dargan moved an amendment, which 
was, however, defeated. With reference to telegraphy, the West India and Panama Telegraph Company had informed the 
Government that even though the subsidy were raised to its former figure, it would be impossible for them to put down a 
duplicate cable, and a Wireless Telegraphy Corporation had made the Government an offer, which had l>een withdraw:! 
The International Telegraph Construction Company offered to establish a wireless system for $12,000 and a royaltv The 
Government considered the Post Office authorities could do it for $6,480 plus $960 for building The Government'scheme 
was objected to on account of the messages having to be transmitted beyond Trinidad by the W.I PT Co and probabh 
penalised by them, and the vote was ultimately withdrawn. A vote of $2,000 was passed for the hire of steamers Ac and 
expenses in connection with the visit of the “ Sappho ” and the “ Diamond ” at the recent riots

We have to thank Mr. T, Sydney Hargreaves, Secretary of the Institute of Mines and Forests, for the figures , : 
mineral and forest products exported from British Guiana during December. For the purpose of comparison we repro- 
duce those of the two preceding months also

December, 1905. November, 1905. October, 1905.

Gold, raw ...
Diamonds ...

QUANTITY.

7.235
QUANTITY. 

8,863
QUANTITY.
8,676 ozs.

Timber : greenheart, mora, &c ... 
Lumber

t6,559
••• I >251 •••

31,698
120 carats.

36,268 cub. ft
Shingles, Wallaba ................
Wallaba and hardwood posts ...
Woods, Firewoods, &c. ...

270,500
562

39.500
560

210 ft. 
348,000

576
Charcoal

33°à 433 306 tons.
Gums, Locust, Ac. 4>447

364 
28,992

5.233 5,001 bags.
,, Balata- 
,, Rubber

500
43,226

1,133 lbs.
91.737 ..

Railway sleepers (Mora)................ —
352

1,000
824 ,,

Dominica—Zibr. Jbcsbetb Cell’s Departure.
Mr. Bel? onD^St^th? a^h *e Ac,inS Administrator to

form of a piece of plate, subscribed for by the public presented to him , he had also been given a souvenir in the
down "he^XtT^^^^^ “ Md had reSUmed h“ Cheertng crowds wen.

short, which looked as if it wonid have been very
jetty and the “ Carnegie ” library (nearly completed) were amongst dJe budding usua?> there was progress to record. A 

Road ^ad been extended Bui there wl Lands had
the condition of existing roads, expecially those classed as second and thhd Of?P of co™Plaint with regard to 

th- 5=  ̂ “d catch ,he-

prospects of the estates cocoa crops, for which flowering hadbegunrathe^ bUt n°‘ We‘ enough really <° sP°i> «•>*
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Jamaica—Ube Colours finance.
In his letter of January 4th, Mr. J. L. Ashenheim reported that the General Elections for the Legislative Council 

were to take place in January, but no great amount of interest was being taken. It was understood that Dr. Johnston 
would not offer himself for re-election, but that Mr. Allwood, a solicitor, would take his place. In Kingston, Mr. Stern 
would probablv be unopposed. Mr. C. B. Berry would retire from St. Andrews. ,

The official figures of receipts and expenditure from April 1st to September 30th had been published. They showed 
that the official position of the Colony was improving. The receipts amounted to £411,609 as compared with £343,679 
for the same period in 1904, being an increase of £67,922. This increase was mainly made up by Customs, £17,428, 
licenses &c £8 039 • railway, £13,741, and by the result of the recent lawsuit with the Colonial Bank. The expenditure 
for the’same period of 1905 was £387,572 as compared with £406,260 during 1904, being a decrease of £18,683.

Splendid weather for the growing crop had been experienced.

St. Hutts—Bn agricultural Society? tformeb.
Writing on December 31st, Mr. Charles A. Smith expressed the hope that the New Year would be a prosperous 

one for the West India Committee, the progress of which body was most pleasing.
So far as the Presidency was concerned, they had as a community pulled themselves out of bankruptcy into a satis­

factory financial position, and with their present Administrator, and a good man as chief in Antigua, nothing was impossible 
for tliem and it was to be hoped that before very long they might see the central factory system started m St.Kitts 
before long. As the planting interests had borne “ the burden and heat of the day for so long, it was to be hoped that 
a method of disposing of their ever-increasing surplus would be devised in the direction of improving their manufactu e 
and bv so doin<?putting their only industry on a sure foundation for the future, and so ensure a continuance of their present 
nrosperitY as a community. With their new varieties of canes, and suitable weather, the certainty of good crops was 
assured; they were therefore ripe for the central factory scheme, and “the hour having arrived, they awaited the

Th^firet^^^ new Agricultural and Commercial Society had been fixed for January 4th Sir Robert
Bromley th^ was to be patron-President, Mr. E. D. B. Dobridge, Prestdent, and Mr. E. S. DeMe, Vice-

President. and ranes were rapidly ripening under their influence, and a start with reaping would
in a good many instances be made after the holidays. Cotton prospects locally were good, and the crop promised to be a 

large one. The first shipments for the crop had already gone on.

St. Vincent—Jmprovcb prospects.
From several private letters received it appears that this Island is making headway thanks largely to the revival of 

the cotton industry, for which the 1^'Dep^tment of Agnculture ^SdTpfofon that should the balance of the
In ^‘d industries0 foL suffered Vrpoa J I9o3. St. Vincent would forge ahead

raX° andUfo a few years be quite in a position to look after itself, without any confederation.

Urinibab—21 ¡proposed 3Borougb Council.
thpHnn G Townsend Fenwick, C.M.G., reported that a Committee had been appointed

Writing on January 6th, the Hon. - - - a mnnirinal authority for the town, and whether local
by the Governor ^“sider the desirabih y o R | rs tha? Mr. Chamberlain in 1903 expressed the hope
Government should be extended 1 Boroueh Council of Por? of Spain on the lines followed in India and some of the 
that it might be possible to ^Y^^^Xn of elected Members, and he requested that the matter might receive atten- 
Eastern Colonies, but containing a prepo^^ sewerage, then awaiting settlement, had been disposed of.
tion after the question in connectiond Jhe matter, and hence the formation of the special Committee.
This having been done, the Governo P ersdduri the fortnight. High drying winds had prevailed, an indication of 

There had been only occasional fartnries were making preparations for an early start. .
the setting in of the dry season. Suga . r n„ which were however, easily absorbed without in any way
the ““ he close of the year brought ^ge del>^ the U"ited ‘a“"® “YY ’iY’™'
weakening the market. The shipments for Decembe 5 having filled their requirements, and with shippers
New business had been very difficult owing to newfbusiness had been recorded. Fine Estates were quoted at
in the Colony unable to quote lower prices, lit ,. at Sales at these prices had been made, but except for
52s. 6d. C. & F. Havre, mixed Estates at 51s. a“d fro^ Venezuela had been on a much more liberal scale and

Tv- fine Estates grades not in large quantities.
u-a enmewhat. their immediate wants were holding off in anticipation of

tower for the year had exceeded those of

bright asjn the early months of 1905.

last year, but the prospects for the coming season were not as

Shipments.

Total at last report ...
S.S. “Tagus.Dec. 22

„ 26
„ 26
„ 26
„ 26
„ 28
„ 30
» 30
„ 30

S.S.
S.S.
S.S. 
S.S. 
S.S. 
S.S. 
S.S. 
S.S.

“Orinoco.”
“ Prins de Nederlanden
“Trent” ...
“ Savan ” ...
“Ysis”
“Grenada” 
“Versailles” 
“ Prins Willem V.”

231,767 Bags Trinidad.
361 »

.. 20 „
3,886 

.. 1,637
239 „

3,200 „
3-354
2,726 ,5
1,556

35-745
100

125

335
244
153

Venezuelan. 
New York. 
Canada. 
New York. 
Europe. 
Europe. 
Europe. 
New York. 
Europe. 
Europe.

Totals to date
... 248,746 

Total 285,448 Bags.

36,702 Venezuelan.
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Cocoa Shipments from 'Crinibab, January 1st to December 31st, 1905.

We have received from Mr. Fenwick the following statement of cacao shipped from Trinidad by the different

lines of steamers :—

Month. Royal
Mail.

Royal 
Mail.

French 
Mail.

German 
Line.

Scrutton’s 
Line.

Dutch 
Mail.

Dutch 
Mail.

La Veloce 
Line.

Trinidad 
Line.

Italian 
Line.

Dalton's 
Line.

Canadian 
Line.

Elder Dempster 
Line.

Sundry 
Steamers. Total

1905. Europe. N.Y. Europe. Europe. Europe. Europe. N.Y. Europe. N. York. N. York. N. York. Canada. New \ork. Savanilla.
23.336January... 4.499 2,526 1,750 304 3,1x6 557 10,584

F ebruary 1,630 4,465 1,870 i,932 i,53l 6.917 i,746 1,981 5 700 22.777

March ... 2,081 4 7^7 I.450 582 1.401 1,190
3,678

50 10,339 528 200 »5
April 1,334

3,694
700 1,883 6,022 50 5.720 830 27 652 20,896

May 5,676 2,650 1,043 2,885 6,800 50 5,972 575 302 29.647

June 3,793 5.059 1,150 2.904 7,532 5,132 IOO 8,593
1,678

••• 36.263

July ... 3,677 4,040 1,250 1,674 8,251 6,176 100 20 26,866

August ... 2,163
498

2,772 i,5i6 369 4,929 1,532 175 5.838 20 19.3’4
September 459 43° 2,002 1,957 100 2,559 26 7.75»
October... 561 75 550 30 1,244 772 TOO 3,7i8 40 7.090
Nov. 2,001 89 4,3i4 2,500 500 2,544 2,664 650 11,027 »25

2,884
26.414

December 4,188 461 2,970 6,200 1,388 3,598 8,061 50 »4,475 20 44.295

32,»»9 625 32,603 24,631 12,547 45,456 40,050 1,425 87,120 3,104 2,556 785 2,884 1,367 287,272

Totals: Europe, 148,781 ; New York, 136,339 ; Canada, 785 ; Savanilla, 1,367=287,272.

These figures, which are made up from books of the Harbour Master, differ somewhat from the earlier statement of 
shipments kindly furnished by Mr. L. L. Bernstein, owing to an error in addition, but may be taken as correct.

©nr Xibrarp.
The Agricultural News, Vol. 5, No. 97 (obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms, post free, i^i The 

leading article in this issue of the fortnightly review of the Imperial Department of Agriculture deals with our 
proposals for the formation of permanent exhibition Committees in our West India Colonies. The desirability of the 
adoption of this course has been frequently urged in The West India Committee Circular, and it is satisfactory to find 
that it is receiving the continued support of Sir Daniel Morris.

Weatber Uelegrams.
^Savbabos (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), January 23rd. “ A few light showers have 

fallen, but more rain would be acceptable.” ^rlttsb Gutana (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell 
& Co.), January 17th. “Weather dry, some rain would be acceptable.” ZTrUUbab (The New 
Colonial Co., Ltd.), Jan. 22nd. “ Weather continues favourable.”

Sports of ©robuce from tbe West Jnbtes

•a«

Jßarbabos. British ©ufana. Jamaica. Œrinibab. Grenada.

Sugar...........................

Jan. i to Dec. 31 
1905 1904

41,726 57,389Tons.

Jan. i 
1905

»13.247

to Dec. 30 
1904

ic6,6io Tons.

April i 
1905
7647

to Dec. 24. 
1904
6279 Tons.

Jan. i to Dec. 31.
1905 1904

280,335 397,894 Bgs.&'Brls.

Oct. 
1905

i to Jan. 4.
1906

Molasses ............... 39.169 45.039 Pns. 3590 2834 Puns.
/ 3088 2967 Puns. .
1 »78 59 Tres. -

Rum »9,539 „
( 165 139 Brls. )

Molascuit...............
20,779 790,543 931,599 Galls. 349 1021 Puns. ...

Cocoa............................
Coffee...........................

53,797 105,626 lbs. 22,137 »6,585 Cwts. 42,539,525 40,790,080 Lbs. »2,915 »7,816 Bi
Coconuts ............... 265,071

35,039 28,854 ,, 12,510 64,395 ,,

Copra...........................
411,3'4 4,590,194 2,364,618 11,292,767 9,356,012

Cotton ...............
Cotton Seed 
Asphalt ...............

43,307 10,542 Its.
11,190 16,056 bags.

•••
Oranges 
Bananas ............... 68,130,938 74,083,841

107,486 135.382 Tons.

Pimento ............... 12,114,080 6,528,647 Bchs

Spice...........................
Gold ...........................

91,736

66,932 »24,514 Cwts.
Id

I586 1987 Brls.

Diamonds............... 90,102 ozs O 20 r 259 i-Brls
5287 11,045 carats. a 140 209 Cases.

42 » 17 Bags

Tbomewarb ipassenger

«a?® ss» tt-ä “vr-r «. —
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No. LX.

Cbe West $nbfa Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

Feb. 1st, 1906

Telegrams: “ Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Centrad.

T
he Liverpool Colonial Products Exhibition, 

an account of the opening of which will 
be found on a later page, brings once more pro- 
mmently to the front the general subject of the 
value of industrial exhibitions as a means of 
spreading information as to the general condi­
tion and commercial capabilities of far-off Colo­
nies among the mass of the people here. It was 
the custom in the past for our West Indian 
Colonies, or at least the larger of them, whose 
interests had been concentrated, more or less, 
in one or two industries which were so well 
established as to need perhaps no special adver­
tisement, to look upon these exhibitions as 
calculated to be of little use to them. They saw 
no immediate advantage resulting, and were apt 
to grudge the expense incurred. This was a 
short-sighted policy and we are glad to say that 
a different position is now being taken up, and 
it is being recognised that anything which 
makes a Colony better known in the Mother

Sir Cbomas pittaL 1k C.JB. Country, which brings its natural resources
* A^nihnn nf the value of its industries is brought to likely 

before the public, and anything whereby a recognition of
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consumers, must be of good in the long run. This principle constitutes the sum and substance of 
advertising, and there is no form of advertisement so cheap and forcible as that of well conducted 
industrial exhibitions in busy centres. This has been well illustrated by the results of the Colonial 

Exhibition of last year at Sydenham, which was not only a source of pleasure and profit to many 
thousands of the British public, but also of benefit to Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados and Grenada, the 
Islands participating. Some time ago we advocated the formation of Permanent Exhibition Committees 
in the West Indian Colonies, so that the machinery might always be at hand for giving effect to any exhi­
bition scheme, and in The Agricultural News, of January 6th, the suggestion is, we are glad to see. again 
cordially approved by the Imperial Department of Agriculture. A small vote, for exhibition purposes, 
to facilitate the working of these Committees, should, as a result, be a regular item in the ( olonial budgets. 
The West Indies have now, as regards general produce, got their footing on the commercial ladder. 
Apart from sugar and cocoa, commodities less known to the British public, such as honey, limes, grape­
fruit, cigars, preserves, &c., are becoming recognised, while the attention which is becoming drawn to 
the attractions of the West India Islands is enticing tourists of all descriptions. The proposed Com­
mittees, we suggest, should work in conjunction with the West India Committee at all suitable 
exhibitions in Great Britain, and with adequate organisation and practice of this kind, West Indian 
participation in them would become more effective, and consequently of greater benefit to the Colonies 
concerned. The consuming public now realise that sugar and rum are not the only products of the 
West Indies, and they are beginning to take a practical interest in their other resources and com 
modities, the development of which is so desirable, and it is of the highest importance that this 
interest should be fostered and encouraged in every way.

XX/ are now informed on the authority of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that a white 
** force of artillery and engineers will after all be retained in Jamaica. Though its numbers 

cannot at present be absolutely stated, we consider the fact, that this concession has been made, 
decidedly good news, as the fast cruiser which is to be stationed permanently in the West Indies will 
now be freer to patrol the waters of the less distant Islands and British Guiana, than she would have 
been if Jamaica were entirely dependent upon a share of her services. The Government are now 
“ satisfied that this provision, coupled with the annual visit of a cruiser squadron, will be sufficient to 
ensure the security of life and property provided that the West Indian Colonies dotheir put in 
contributing to their own safety by taking steps to ensure that their police forces are kept up to a 
proper strength and standard of efficiency.” This last sentence, which we quote from a letter from 
the Earl of Elgin to the West India Committee, merits the careful consideration and attention of our 
West Indian Colonies. Already active steps have been taken in the Leeward Islands to put the local 
forces on a sounder footing, and in British Guiana, where the excellence of the police force was 
strikingly demonstrated during the recent regrettable disturbances, and the trouble and money spent 
upon 1 fully justified, a volunteer force is being raised to assist the local militia, which hi E 

subjected to judicious pruning with the view of rendering it a more healthy and efficient unit 
Barbados offers a more difficult problem, owing to its teeming and one race population, but there too' 
the local legislature is ahve to the sense of its responsibilities, and a volunteer force is at last toZ 
aised On the whole, then, the position may be said to have taken a turn for the better Th 

publicity given to this question of the withdrawal of the troops has resulted in th t 
force tn Jamaica, and although we do not consider that the claims of the Colonies haveT" f 11 

we may well, for Imperial reasons apart from merely local considerations be grateful for ^c ? ”’et' 
as showing an increased sense of watchfulness on the part of the C. concession
Indian possessions. While we are, however, thankfu.
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contrasting the opinion held by the late Government as to the strategical value of the West Indies with 
that displayed when the construction of the Nicaraguan Canal by the United States was contemplated. 
It was about that time decided to make St. Lucia a military centre and naval coaling station, the import­
ance of its position on the future sea route to the East, we presume, being fully recognised, and large 
sums of money have been spent with that object in view on fortifications, barracks, dredging, &c. In no 
way has the situation changed since then, save that a trans-Isthmian Canal is becoming an actuality, 
and that the United States are increasing every day their political and commercial grip on the line of 
route. We cannot but feel that Imperial interests in this part of the world are being made subsidiary 
to the carrying out of one of the numerous schemes of defence which have produced so much military 
and naval unrest in the last few years. We quite endorse the principle of the Colonies doing 
their own police work and safeguarding their internal affairs, but the Imperial West Indian 
question goes outside this. When these Islands were first discovered, it was thought thrt they formed 
the eastern limits of the Indies, and received their name therefrom. The advantage of a western route 
to the East was recognized even in those days, and although the golden vision of the early explorer 
was not realised then, we are now within a measurable distance of something very like it—of a western 
road to the East, where our interests have grown to an extent never dreamt of in those days. How 
are our enormous interests, interests not only of the West Indies but of British commerce generally, at 
present safeguarded in this connection ? By leaving a strongly fortified and armed harbour, with its 
stores of coal, at the mercy of any hostile man-of-war—who would find St. Lucia swept and garnished, 
and ready for immediate occupation ? We fear, although we sincerely trust that matters will not be 
allowed to go as far as to lead to it, that the abandonment of the naval and military positions of the 
West Indies may prove to be another of those mistakes which have cost the Empire so much.

We publish elsewhere a letter from Mr. J. C. Nolan, the Jamaica Commissioner for the protection of 
Jamaica rum, referring to our comments in The West India Committee Circular of the 19th ult., 

regarding the recent Jamaica rum prosecution at the Guildhall, to which, by the way, we should have 
been pleased to have sent a reporter had we been aware that it was taking place. Mr. Nolan is 
unable to see how the “ rights ” of Jamaica can be the “ wrongs ” of any other Colony. Surely 
when in the course of upholding the cause of Jamaica rum, all rums not made in a pot still are held 
not to be rum at all, the wrongs of other West Indian rums not so distilled come out very prominently. 
Mr. Nolan, when he speaks of the patent still—and we presume that by “ patent ” he means stills 
of the Coffey type—only producing alcohol of very high strength, is evidently not aware that rum of 
different strengths can be made in these stills, and that when these are used in the British West Indies, 
it is generally customary to run the still so that the mean strength is only two or three degrees of proof 
above the pot still product. As a matter of fact, there is much less difference in the proportion of 
ethers between our pot still and patent still rum, made otherwise under the same conditions, than 
there is between different brands of Jamaica rum, and in this connection it may be mentioned that one 
of the best Demerara marks has been made for the last forty years with a Coffey still, and that on one 
occasion the proprietor objected to any change being made in the still, lest the reputation of the 
mark should be injured 1 We are afraid that much misconception has arisen as to patent still working 
from the object for which many of them have been constructed, viz., to make strong silent spirit from 
-rain W This does not mean, however, that a spirit of lower strength and containing the essential 
flavour cannot be made by patent stills. Mr. Nolan is quite correct in saying that rum made in 
Hamburg from molasses is not rum, but the patent still has not necessarily anything to do with this. 
As we mentioned in the article to which the Jamaica Commissioner has taken exception fermentation 
under tropical conditions is necessary for the true production of rum ; the West Indian distiller being



46
THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. Feb. 2, 1906

indebted to the atmosphere for the “wild” yeast used, to which, given the necessary sugar products, the 
characteristic flavour of rum-is-due. But when Mr. Noean states that the lines of his prosecutions are 

being based on such statements that no rum is rum, even though made on a sugar estate from sugar cane 
products and containing, the essential flavouring matter of rum, unless it is made with a pot still, we 
think we are quite justified in concluding that harm is likely to be done to the rum trade by them. I he 
real fact of the matter is that the question is one of degree and not of kind. Surely Mr. Nolan would 

not say that because-crystallized sugar-from cane is made in a vacuum pan and thus'does not possess 
the luscious sweetness of muscovado, it is not less entitled to the term cane sugar! Indeed, it appears to 
us that the analogy can be carried further, and silent spirit compared in this connection to beet sugar 
which has to be purified from its objectionable characteristic features, in other words made silent, before 

it becomes fit for consumption, and which is coloured to imitate West Indian yellow sugar in the same 
way as “ silent ” spirit is made to imitate, by flavouring, West Indian rum. We thoroughly sympathise 
with the efforts of the Jamaica planters to prevent their valuable product being fraudulently imitated, 
and recognise the seriousness to them of the loss which Mr. Nolan mentions they have suffered 
of recent years from this cause, but we still hold that in the interests of the West Indies as a whole- 
and it is these interests we have to consider rather than those of any particular Colony  — the proper 
course would have been, by united action, to endeavour to stop the sale of imitation rum, and thus not 
give rise to the questions which cannot assist Mr; Nolan’s cause, and the ventilation of which in 
Courts of Law cannot fail to leave an unjustified unpleasant impression on the minds of consumers, 
who will form the idea that there is only one kind of genuine rum—to wit—Jamaica, and look with 
suspicion on any other brand, no matter how genuine it is.

Sir Ubomas 3obn ¡pittar, Tfc.C.K
Though he has never visited the West Indies, Sir Thomas John Pittar, whose portrait we give 

on the first page of this issue, is well known to West Indians as the principal official expert at the 
Brussels Conference, 1901-2. He now occupies the important position of Chairman of the Board of 
Customs, and was, until quite lately, an assistant British delegate to the Brussels Permanent Com­

mission. But though the duties of his present post have necessitated his resignation of his seat on the 
Commission, he still watches over the interests of our West Indian Colonies. Sir Thomas was 
head of the Statistical Office of the Board of Customs from 1889 to 1900, in which years he 
was appointed a Commissioner, and acceded to his present position in 1903. He is the author of 
“The Law and Practice regulating the Registration of Merchant Shipping, 1881,” and for ten years 
edited the Board of Trade Returns relating to the trade of the United Kingdom, a task of considerable 
magnitude. Sir Thomas is a fellow and late member of the Council of the Royal Statistical Society.

1Rew Members ot tbe West Snòia Committee.
The next election of Members to the West India Committee will be 

February 8th. At a meeting of the Executive, on Thursday, January 25th 
elected J ’

held on Thursday, 
the following were

Warne.
John Salvo de la Mothe (Grenada).

The London & India Docks Co.
G. M. Bethune (Demerara).
John Cameron (Jamaica).

proposer.
John T. Haynes.
Sir N. Lubbock, K.C.M.G.
Messrs. Jas. Ewing & Co.
Messrs. Jas. Ewing & Co.

Seconder.
E. L. Marshall.
Sir Henry K. Davson.
E. L. Marshall.
E. L. Marshall.

It is hoped that 
the circulation of The

our readers will do their best 
West India Committee Circular,

to help to strengthen the Committee and increase 
by introducing fresh candidates for election.
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/Market Wap on a Sugar JEstate.
Market day, which synchronises with pay day on a West Indian sugar estate, presents a busy 

scene. 1 he women-folk, clothed in spotless white dresses, chatter and haggle over their bargains 

to an extent which renders a visit amusing and interesting to the onlooker. The photograph, from 
which our full page illustration is reproduced, was taken on Caymanas Estate, Jamaica.

H Dunbreb Uears ilgo.
1 he fiscal vagaries of the Irish Parliament during the last half of the eighteenth century were a source of 

considerable trouble and apprehension to the West India merchants. In 1773 rum had been placed at a disadvan­

tage m relation to brandy, in spite of promises to the contrary, evidently in deference to the tastes of the Irish 
•¿entry of those days. In 1778 a bill came before Parliament to permit of the direct importation of sugar into 

Ireland, which had previously only been allowed through the United Kingdom, and representations were made to 

Lord North that were this to become law great danger would arise of foreign sugar being shipped into Ireland as 

British, unless special provisions were made to guard against it. It was consequently arranged that Sir Lucius 

O'Brien, the Speaker of the Irish Parliament, should meet d Committee of the West India merchants, and on 

April 29th, 1778, the interview took place.—From our old minute books we extract the following :—

“ Sir Lucius O’Brien met the Committee, and after a conversation it was agreed to offer a 
bill to Parliament to amend the several clauses of the 4th of the present King, relative to the 
preventing of foreign sugars being shipt from the British Sugar Islands, as British, having not 
hitherto answered the intended purposes, it being the general opinion of the planters that if 
the bills now in Parliament for opening a direct trade to Ireland from the West India Islands, 

pass into law, great quantities of foreign sugar may be introduced into Ireland, unless some 

effectual measures be taken to prevent it.
“ And Sir Lucius O’Brien assured the Committee that the Legislature of Ireland will 

heartily concur in every measure that may confine the consumption of sugar in Ireland to that 

of the British Islands.
“ He likewise assured the Committee that he was confident nothing would be done in the 

Irish Parliament to encourage the Irish refiner of sugar to rival the British refiner in a foreign 

market.”

Sugar flbacbinerp tor tbe West Jnbies.
In spite of the present depressed condition of the sugar market the removal of the bounties 

has unquestionably increased the confidence of plantation owners in the future of cane sugar, and we 
have previously pointed out to our readers that an unmistakeable proof of the existence of this 

confidence lies in the fact that more machinery is being sent out to the West Indies than has been the 
case for some years. The latest instance is that of an exceptionally powerful grinding plant which 

Messrs. Booker Brothers, McConnell & Company, Limited, have just shipped for their plantation 
“ Port Mourant,” in Berbice. This plant consists of a three-roller mill with Krajewski crusher, with 
provision for a second mill to be added at some time in the near future to complete an eight-roller 

mill driven by one engine. The mill rollers are 34 ins. in diameter by 72 ins. long, all interchangeable, 

and the engine has steam cylinder, 32 ins. diameter by 60 ins., stroke fitted with piston slide valve, and 
suitable for a steam pressure of !2O lbs. per square inch. The mill is fitted with pusher feed gear and 

mechanical juice strainer with “ cush cush,” elevator combined. A trolley is provided which permits 
of the easy and rapid removal of the cane roller if necessary at any time. Altogether the pUnt appears 
to be of the most up-to-date form, and the fact that the order has been given to an English firm, 
Messrs. G. Fletcher & Co., of Derby, instead of going to the United States as, we believe was 
originally contemplated, is all the more gratifying as showing a renewal of confidence in British mill 

makers.
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Ube Snbian Sugar /Ibarbet.
The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre of the 17th inst., in its leading article over the signature of 

our friend, M. George Dureau, refers to the statement recently made by the London Correspondent of 
the Temps to the effect that, as Russian was the only sugar imported into India, the relations 
between Russia and Great Britain were likely to become strained should the tariff reformers 
come into power at the election. He quotes Dr. Paasche’s figures to show that the Russian sugar 

imports are practically nil, the bulk coming from Austria-Hungary, Mauritius and Java, the cane sugar 
from the latter two sources largely predominating, owing to the diversion from the I nited States 
due to the reciprocity treaty between that country and Cuba. M. Dureau considers that the competi­

tion in the Indian markets will be confined to the Austro-German beet and Mauritius and Java cane 
sugar. Cost price and quality will decide the matter, and it is doubtful whether any endeavours in 
the direction of rejecting the use of granulated beet under the pretext, void of foundation, that this 
sugar is made with animal charcoal and therefore tabooed to the Hindoo, will prevail against its 
superiority of manufacture.

Selection of Cotton Seed.
The importance of careful selection of cotton seed in the West Indies is a matter to which the 

Imperial Department of Agriculture is drawing attention. It is well recognised by the planters in 
America that it is only by careful selection that the staple can be kept up to its present quality : 
selection is inseparable from the success of the Sea Island cotton industry. It may, therefore, be 
realised that the methods adopted by the leading planters in the Sea Islands are of a careful and 
painstaking nature, so much so that they might be regarded as models for plant breeders throughout 
the world. Seeds of the Sea Island plant were taken from the Bahamas in 1785 and planted in 
Georgia The first step was to secure by planting only the earliest produced seeds, an earlier 
maturing plant. Having attained this, the planters started a very careful system of selection with the 
view of increasing the length, strength, and fineness of the staple. In this way the production of the 
finest quality cotton in the world has been attained. The grower generally selects several plants each 
year from which to breed, and the seed from these is sown in a special plot from which in the 
following year one or two plants are again selected to supply seed for a similar plot, and so on year 
after year. At the same time each small plot supplies seed to plant a larger area, say, five acres from 
which the general crop of the following year is planted.

At a conference of the Commissioner and officers of the Imperial Department of Agriculture 

A / --------- 0 the questl°n of the selection of cotton seed for the nextheld recently for the purpose of discussin.

The T ffi 'n A WaS tO ad°Pt a SyStem baSed genera“y °« the above lines. 
The several officers of the Department will be responsible for the selection of the best plants for seed 

on cer am es ates allotted to them. The plants, after being selected in the field, are to be marked 
with strips of red cloth and have numbers attached to them All th^ j

plants is to be specially picked by one picker and p aced Tn se e " u P^uced by these

ment in order that the weight of seed-cotton the length of stanl ’ r "arded to the Depart­

characteristics may be fully worked out. The seed from the
produced the largest quantity of the finest and strongest lint will be used next P™? T 
selection plots. sed next season for planting

Ube Liverpool Colonial Exhibition.

..........—
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of Grenada, whose newly-formed Permanent Exhibition Committee thus takes the opportunity of 

making their first important display, though, indeed, they have already won their spurs at the recent 

Royal Horticultural Show ; and also by several private exhibitors. These latter included Mr. Thomas 

Dowd, the fruit merchant of Moorfields, Liverpool, whose splendid display of West Indian fruit 

occupied the whole of the Crown Court. Upwards of fifty tons of fruit, among which bananas, 
oranges, shaddocks, and grape fruit predominated, were carried for him by the Imperial Direct West 

India Mail Service, of which he is agent, for the purposes of this Exhibition, and this energetic 

individual is naturally the recipient of many congratulations upon his enterprise, from which Jamaica 

will, undoubtedly, reap much benefit. Then there are the Jamaica tobacco and cigars of the Golofina 

Tobacco Company, and Messrs. B. and J. B. Machado, which are rapidly becoming better known and

as much appreciated in this country as they have been for many years past in the West Indies; Messrs.

William Alfred Jones & Co., with their

“ Bananina,” the Jamaica Pre­
serves and Honey Co., Ltd., 

who show preserves, pickles, 

bottled -fruits, and honey from 

Jamaica, and the Pure Cane 

Sugar Company, together with 

Messrs. James Philip & Co., 

the heroes of many such 

exhibitions, as their numerous 

awards for pure cane sugars, 
“ Philernum,” the exquisite 

liqueur, Blue Mountain coffee, 

rums, and West Indian pro­
duce generally, testify. It is 

interesting to be able to state 
that this old established firm 

is about to be considerably 

extended and developed, a 

matter to which we shall hope

banana specialities, “ Bananine,” “ Bananine Cocoa” and

a Ipeep of tbe ©ranb JStang, ©venaba.
to revert at an early date.

The appearance of the Grenada Court at once makes it apparent that the Permanent
TheExhibition Committee of the Colony has profited by the experience of the past summer. 

Grenada Section was satisfactory at Sydenham ; at Liverpool it is, we venture to think, excellent. 

The exhibits have been strengthened by the addition of fine specimens of cocoa from Mount Horne 

(artificially dried), Mount Rich, Tuileries and Gouyave estates. The cocoa is shown under glass in an 
octagonal pyramidal show case, sufficient being left outside for experts to handle. Specimens of 

different kinds of cocoa in the pod are shown in tall glass jars. The glass ware used is, as before, 

of excellent quality, and there has not been a single exhibit held back as being in an unfit condition to 
show if we may, perhaps, except one jar the contents of which suffered from the voyage. To this satis­

factory result the Hon. F. Gurney largely contributed, it being he who originated the system adopted of 

putting up the fruits in Grenada. Papaws, tamarinds, star apples, Chili plums, ramie castor oil 
plants cardamums and cotton bolls, to mention a few of the bottled specimens only, were all in apple- 

pie order On this occasion each exhibit is labelled with a small label, the arrangements for printing 
which were made on this side to “ copy ” provided by the Colony and this system of labelling, which 

a recommended in the recent Exhibition Souvenir of the West India Committee, is greatly appreciated,
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A small eight-page handbook, descriptive of Grenada, is distributed in considerable numbers. 

Mr. C. Falconer Anton, the Secretary of the Grenada Agricultural Society and the Permanent 
Exhibition Committee, is the compiler, and its pages are embellished by four half tone illustrations, of 

Gurina Cocoa in Grenada.

which two are reproduced in this issue of 7 he 
West India Committee Circular. In conclusion 
we give the names of the Permanent Exhibition 
Committee, to whom so much credit is due. 
Mr. P. J. Dean is ('hairman, and he is supported 
by Hon. F. Gurney, Hon. E. M. de Freitas, 
Hon. G. S. Seton-Browne, Mr. L. R. Mitchell, 
with Mr. C. Falconer Anton, as Secretary. The 
Secretary of the West India Committee was 
present on the opening day to receive visitors, 
and until the Exhibition closes on February Sth, 
Mr. and Mrs. T. Hankinson, whose efforts in 
connection with the Exhibition of last summer 
were recognised in our Souvenir of it, will be 
daily in attendance to explain the various 
exhibits. Pressure on our space precludes us 
from dealing as we should like to do with the 
exhibit of British grown cotton, kindly lent by 
the Imperial Institute, and which was arranged 
by Mr. W. G. Freeman, and sundry other 
exhibits, but we hope to again refer to them 
at. an early date. We propose also to give 
some illustrations of this Exhibition, which 
promises to be most successful.

Ube TRopal Iborticultural Shows.
We are informed by the Rev. W. Wilks, Secretary of the Royal Horticultural Society that 

there will be in all three shows of Colonial fruit, under the auspices of that organisation, at the Royal 
Horticultural Hall this year, the dates being : March 22nd and 23rd, June 6th and 7th, and December 
4th and 6th, and we would again remind our friends in the West Indies that we shall be very -lad to 
receive and exhibit free of all charge any available fruit, vegetables, preserves, &c., which may be sent 
over We are afraid that time will not permit of co-operation in the first of these, except where arrange 
men s have already been made in the Colonies, but it is desirable that an early intimation of intention to 
xhibit m the second should be sent to the Secretary of the West India Committee. The Royal Mail 
team Packet Company have again kindly consented to carry exhibits freight free Th c' n 

the Horticultural Society having decided that the shows of this year til b t^ ind 7 . 
they shall be continued or withdrawn from their programmes it he futm^t u' "

Indies to make a special effort on this occasion ’ “ beh°VeS ,he WeSt

immigration ¡prospects.
We understand that the prospects of emigration from Calcutta to 

^ove^ owmg to threatened food scarcity in the district whence the 
The statistics recently published with regard to the enormous smps brmr

• the West Indies are likely to 
coolies are mainly recruited, 

ight back from British Guiana
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by repatriated emigrants, have, we learn, attracted the attention of the Indian Governments, as 
well they might. It is reported that the Colonial Sugar Refining Company of Sydney, who represent 
some 70 ,, of the trade of Fiji, is endeavouring to obtain the consent of the Indian Government to the 
shipment annually of some 8,000 Punjabis, for a few months only, on similar lines to those adopted 
when the Uganda railway was under consideration. Karachi would be the port of despatch, as 
Bombay is closed on account of plague. Legislation, however, would Ke required, as there are only 
three ports from which emigration is at present permissible by law, that is to say, Calcutta, Madras 
and Bombay. The emigrants would receive a daily wage of one rupee. There appears, however, to 
be little likelihood of such a concession being made.

liberals anb tbe Brussels Convention.
Referring to the utterances of the present Prime Minister as to the Brussels Convention, the 

Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, for January says : “ The possession of power, it is true, often modifies 
the politician's “ point of view.” But putting every question of principle aside, England and her 
Colonies have certainly an interest in persevering on the road inaugurated by the Brussels Convention, 

t he non-continuance of this agreement would in effect be the signal for the re-establishment of the cartel 
in Germany and Austria, and armed afresh with this redoubtable instrument, these two powerful 
exporters would not delay in breaking down all opposition, and in controlling the sugar market to the 
detriment of sugar producers and consumers in general, and those of England in particular. What do 
the liberals want? So far from discontinuing the Brussels Convention, the proper course stems to 
us, on the contrary, to be to strengthen it, to enlarge its base and increase its efficacy by securing the 
prpmpt adhesion ¿f new States to it. This will be the best way of realising the policy of cheap sugar 
lauded by the Liberal Party, to assure the normal development of competition, and to make possible the 
suppression or reduction of the tax and of the charges which are too often still imposed on the consumer 
for the profit of the producer. Such should be henceforth the object of Governments really liberal 

and friends of progress.”

Agricultural prospects in Jamaica.
Mr. John Barclay, Secretary of the Agricultural and Commercial Society of Jamaica, and one 

of our Hon. Correspondents in that Island, has sent us some interesting notes regarding the future 
prospects of the agricultural industries of the Colony, from which it- appears that the new year in 
Jamaica has opened with a brighter outlook than for many years. After a short but sharp spell of 
drought at the end of June and in July, which injured the coffee crop, then giving promise of heavy 
bearing, a good deal in the drier districts, but which was actually favourable for it in wet localities, the 
Island^experienced magnificent growing weather right on. Even in the very dry districts the ram has 
been steady, and the crops of sugar cane are very heavy so far as tonnage of cane is concerned.

As regards the outlook for bananas, this is most cheerful. The seasons have been favourable 
never more so, and the larger estates have never been seen in better trim. If no unfortunate feezes 
come, the banana year promises to be most successful, if not the wetf successful. By theendof he 
financial year, March 31st, r9o6, it looks as if Jamaica will have exported as large a quant ty asinthe 
best previous years, which was that ending March 31st, 1903, just before the hurricane of August 1903 
At any rate at the end of December, when the returns come out, the export should reach nea > 
twelve^ million bunches, and with three months to run should show a total of nearly fourteen _ o 
bunches at March 31st next. In the year following, barring weather misfortunes J am;ica should 

export from eighteen to twenty million bunches, judging by the extension o p an 1 g

cultivaron being given not been so successful as could be wished. This is
largely due tothe duty against Jamaica in the United States, for while exports o that country have 

fi lertreaty they hav? increased substantially to the United Kingdom. This, however, is an industry which does not satisfy anyone locally, and the views as to how it can be improved are most 

divergent and co^a‘i’C‘°7- industries just lately started on a large scale have unfortunately
The new cotton and cassava^n J of pests which have turned their attentten 

met with the w°ist of ’ the caterpiHars, which always are more or less present on tobacco
largely to these plants. , suddenly appeared in millions on the cassava, were vigorously
plants, here as everywhere but wInch ag forewarned is forearmed> it is unlikely they

SSÍ.hÜ S." W.Í ÜS to..« ¿to »«. ~ »to I«™ » to to toe. and
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many other, crops to grow. The unusual constant rains in otherwise very dry district^ good for 
other crops, did not suit cotton, but in ordinary years there should be much better results.

The returns for cocoa-nuts exported are becoming more and more satisfactory. here was.a 
sudden drop the year after the hurricane, but Jamaica already exported a million more than she d.d in 
the same time last year, while every year the crops will begetting heavier, as the trees that were 
damaged iiever fully recover, and in a few years more the young trees promptly set out after the 
hurricane will come into bearing.

Jamaica is looking forward in the next four months to the largest tourist season she has yet 
had. There has been a large increase in hotel and lodging-house accommodation. 1 he fine steamers 
of the R.M.S.P.C., are also now running between New York and Kingston : the Hamburg- 
American Line, not to be outdone, have added fine steamers to their usual service also, while the 
United Fruit Company have "their usual fleet of fruit steamers carrying passengers, and all run in 
keen competition. There is no industry more helped by this influx of tourists here than the tobacco 
industry through the large quantities of Jamaica cigars bought by tourists both for present consump­
tion and for taking away with them.

The making of the Panama Canal is naturally causing much stir, as Jamaica is so close, 
noxloubt the steamers both ways are always well filled with passengers, for the Island supplies, and 
will;continue to supply, the bulk of the labour required.

. The statement of revenue and expenditure from April ist to Sept. 30th. issued by the Government, 
is very satisfactory; and shows that the Island is fast recovering financially from the effects of the 
hurricane of 1903. There has been a large increase of income and a substantial decrease in expendi­
ture, and with the cheering crop prospects related above, there should be a satisfactory budget when 
the whole financial year’s accounts are made up.

Ube West Nubian jfruit Snbustrp.
Mr. A. F. Clark, the fruit expert of the British West Indian Fruit Co., Ltd., was a passenger 

to Trinidad in the “ Magdalena,” which left Plymouth on January 26th. Mr. Clark has gained con 
siderable experience in the cultivation and handling of fruit in Jamaica, and is enthusiastic regarding 
the prospects of the fruit industry of .Trinidad. The British West Indian b'ruit Co., with the formal 
tion of which the Royal Mail Steam Packet -iCo. is closely associated, is taking over the work- 
inaugurated by the late Mr. W. W. Symington in the direction of the establishment of a fruit 
industry on a scale befitting the importance of the Colony. With regard to Barbados, we understand 
that there is a prospect of satisfactory arrangements being made between this new company and the 
planters for the purchase of fruit in the Island. As matters stand now the planters of Barbados are 
seriously beginning to consider the.advisability of abandoning the cultivation of this fruit in view of 
the difficulties by which they are faced.

Consular TReports.
German ©ugar in Tnbia.

r Sir William Ward, in his report on German trade with India, says that the
°CTe exports of sugar from Hamburg alone to India amounted in 1904 to Aoo a <6 as against 

h M “Inasmuch as° nearly all the German sugar exported to India is
shined from Hamburg, these figures doubtless represent very nearly the total exports from Germany 
in each of the years mentioned The considerable increase which took place in the sugar exportations 
in I9o4 was, of course, due to the fact that the countervailing Indian import duties were abolished in 

exportations m r905 will doubtless exceed those of the year 1004 It 
should be observed that a considerable amount of Austro-Hungarian sugar is likewise shinned from 

In^’ * iS n°W °b^d t0 be “companied by a ^Ste of S
duly entered as Austro-Hungarian sugar on importation to India.”

Sbe Dutch Indies’ Suciar Gaj.

ar
progressive tax; on the profits derived from its sale, such profit to be calculated bvdH . V
average cost price from the average sale nriee ie rif . to oe calculated by deducting thei33.lte.)will Pbe taxed at i c until a profit of 4 25 C‘ Per Picul <°f

c - 4 * rge at 24 c*’ after which sum every
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Iburricane Insurance.
We understand that arrangements for insurance against hurricanes which are being made by 

Messrs. Henry Head & Co., of Lloyds, on the lines suggested by Mr. H. Hesketh Bell, have now 
been made to extend to the other Islands in the hurricane zone. The scope of the insurance has also 
been somewhat enlarged, as underwriters have agreed to include damage by gales as well as hurricanes, 
provided such damage exceeds 5 % of the total value insured. The underwriters will also be prepared, 
in the case of sugar factories, to do a special insurance on the buildings alone at a somewhat lower 
premium. We hope in our next issue to be able to give full particulars of this insurance;'which wd 
trust will prove popular with planters.

West Snbian interests at Westminster. -j

The State opening of Parliament by the King has been fixed for February 19th, bufc~the 
election of The Speaker will take, place on February 14th. Since we last went to press, the tide of 
Liberal successes has continued to flow with unabated vigour. One of our Members, Mr. Norman 
Lamont, M.P., was re-elected for Bute on January 23rd, by a majority of 120, and the state of Parties 
as we go to press is: Liberals, 379 : Unionists, 153; Nationalists, 81 ; Labour, 51. Only 3 results 

remain to be known. . . .. E-. r. . , ,
In an article in the February number of The National Review, Mr. Keir Hardie forecasts what 

the Parliamentary attitude of the Labour Party will be in the near future. ‘‘Questions, ’ he says, 
“ such as Protection will be discussed (by the Labour members) on their- merits, and not as to how 
they affect the interest of this or that Party. We ask nothing better from the Eabour members than 
that they should approach Tariff Reform with open minds and without political bias With, regard to 
Colonial Preference, “here, also,” he says, “the Labour Party has its own policy, and already 
arrangements are in an advanced stage for sending out an influential deputation of Labour M.P. s to 
visit our Colonies to confer with the Labour parties there, and to arrange for a common course of 
action, so that the relations of the Mother Country and her Colonies may be strengthened and the 
question of Free Trade versus Protection may be taken out .of the hands of the Party politicians and 
some understanding come to, which will be mutually advantageous and acceptable to the Labour 

movements in the Colonies and at home.

^Letters to tbe JEbitor.
Cbe “Jamaica Hum” ¡prosecutions.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
dear Sir,-I have carefully read your article on the prosecution at the Guildhall for selling a silent spurt as genuine 

Jamaica rum. in vnnr Circular of the still more important prosecution under thishead, ÄoÄ the owner of th/“ White Bion “ puhlichouse,

was fined the maximum penalty of £20 and twenty guineas’ c°77 reporter at the Guildhall, as then it would be in a 
positio1; “f^ condensed version of the evidence from the

C^-houldobject to “tado^^a»

as I am here only for the specific purpose of Protecting J ica should be the wrongs of any other Colony.
E“^™n Ä have been put on this market and reached the public as Jamaica

rum. ’’ nnnrernprl there is but one way of distillation, and that is well known to be
So far as brandy, whiskey, or rum, are concerned, tnere is out one

the old^pobstdl method, which «“s the ‘h-a^^ oj e^ves >f . h]gh

ehtniH^antte character^ extent correct . but lhe proper definition of “ silent spin! "is

one 7“c^ or “X other ^bstance, will give equal results, and each of the spirits will be silent

as to their parentage. . enlightened on the subject, that whether the spirit is produced in a
Therefore, I hold, and so do many whog fi and third sugars have been extracted such spirit

patent-still in Demerara, or Hamburg, from molas traders refrain ’ * 1^1 . ..;n timp
is not entitled to the na“e ofur^' However, I greatly fear that the medical and health authorities will, in a short time, 

hlVsometoV^^^^ allowed the product of this most valuable industry to be almost

issues after the prosecutions) have testified. 4
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it will only be affected in one way, and that is the right direction, by assigning genuine ” Jamaica rum and " silent 

spirits ” to their respective positions. Yours truly

J. C. Nolan.

Cbc “Demerara EJailv Chronicle” on the Snqar Convention.

To The Editor oe The West India Committee Circular.
S1R —i wish in a very friendly way, not with the view of entering into controversy with the Demcrara Chronicle, but 

merely in order to point out the facts and correct erroneous impressions, to put before your readers a brief antidote to th. 

article in that journal of December 5th.
The writer regrets that the Convention has hitherto done so little to steady prices and stiffen the market, ami wishes 

that the recent disastrous reaction had happened before instead of after the Convention, when it would have furnished a 
further argument for the abolition of the bounties The reply is obvious. Thirty years of bounties have built up such a 
vast sugar industry on the Continent that the whole world depends on the beetroot crop for its supply of sugar Whenever 
there is a partial failure of that crop we have a rise in price and reduced supplies. With a bumper crop there i- ‘ glut 
collapse and ruin.” The events of'1904-5, were merely one more repetition of what has so frequently happened since 
1884, and they come from the same cause, the dependence of the world s sugar markets on the beetroot crop, brought 
about by the bounty system. The new régime of free trade in sugar has not yet had time to apply the remed) Free 
competition cannot be fully carried out until the virtual monopoly of beetroot sugar has been broken down by the 
operation of natural causes, namely, increased consumption and the survival of the fittest. The great drought of 1904 
came at an unfortunate moment and gave us one more illustration of our dependence on beetroot sugar for our supplies 
Prices were forced up. Fabricants sowed an enormously increased acreage for 1905. and now we have to face one more 
period of glut and ruinous prices, purely an after effect of the bounty.regime.

The writer then passes to another subject, ” the fiscal status of Brazil,” and severely criticises the position taken up 
by the British Government. The facts are as follows : Our Government have definitely declined to accept the assumption 
that every country having a surtax in excess of 6 francs per 100 kilos, becomes immediately subject to the penal clause 
The limitation of the surtax to that figure applies, of course, only to the Parties to the Convention As to other countries, 

• we are bound by the Convention to countervail any bounty which may be shown to exist, or to exclude the sugar receiving 
it ; but there is nothing to be found in the terms of the Convention which would make a country subject to that penaltx 
merely because it has an excessive surtax. These are facts so manifest that the British Government have taken up an 

.unassailable position in protesting against the attempt to penalise all countries which have a surtax in excess of 6 francs. 
According to the terms of the Convention it is necessary to show that such surtax operates as a bounty on export In the 
cases of Germany, Austria and Russia the proof was easy and conclusive. There is, therefore, no parallel between the 
case of Russia and that of Brazil. In the latter case measures are being taken with great care to ascertain whether the 
surtax does create a bounty. If it does, Brazil sugar will be penalised : but if not, it is to be presumed that our Govern 
ment will adhere to the strong position already taken up. To penalise a country unjustly would lie to bring a sound free 
trade measure into disrepute.

As to the supposition that the exclusion of sugar coming from any country convicted of giving a bounty would 
“ raise prices ” here, the idea is absurd. Those who entertain any such notion forget that prices in the London and 
Hamburg markets are always identical ; they also fail to consider that any sugars so penalised can find markets elsewhere 
and thus displace other sugar which comes here instead. The world consumes about 10,000,000 tons, and produces about 
that quantity. The price of the sugar so produced and consumed is not affected by the method of its distribution but 
depends entirely on whether the production is too much or too little for the consumption.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
George Martineau.

Ube Otter’s Wiarv.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted with current events, 'it will be noted that we now add 
the daily closing prices of 88 % beet, the bell-wether of of the sugar market.

Sat., Jan. 20th.—The R.M.S.P. Co.’s S.S. ” Trent ” left for the West Indies.—88 % Beet 8s 24d dull
Sun., Jan. 21st.—” Trent ” after leaving Cherbourg put into Plymouth with steering gear out of order The en..^ 

entertained at the local hotels while waiting for the Maddalena passengers
Mon., Jan. 22nd.-Mr, Chamberlain spoke at Halesowen on Tariff Reform, which he declared was not dead. Beet

Fri., Jan.

Sat.,

Tues., Jan. 23rd.-Sir Ernest Bickham Sweet-Escott K.C.M.G., appointed Governor of the Leeward Islands -Mr Vustin 
£’2|d stead" Parliament for Worcestershire. East, by a majority of 4.^. SS

Wed., Jan. 24th.—The French Foreign Office announced that France had decided to take action v» 1
to hold President Castro responsible.-Beet 8s 2*d steady enezuela and

Thur., Jan. 25th.-Mr. Arthur J. Balfour accepted Mr. Alban Gibb’s offer of his seat for the Citv of London An 
T1 °ene CoJonial Cotton ” published in the Standard.—Beet 8s 2^ d UliAn

qmet C° S S S' " Magdale"*” Plymouth for the West Indies at io ini-Beet 8s.

27th.—Beet 8s. ifd., easier.Jan.
Sun., Jan.
Mon., Jan.
Tues., Jan.

the W-‘ - ° tourist resort

Wed.. Jan. ^tZ^^ Pr°dUC‘S ExhÍbÍlÍ°n °Pened.-B¿t 8s. ojd. flat.

Feb. Imperial Direct Mail Service Port Royal - arrived at A—uth
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©nr Xibrarp.
\\ e have to thank Messrs. L. Rose & Co., Ltd., for two very interesting old maps of Jamaica and Barbados, dated 

about 1660.
In the West Indies, by \V. B.F., London: .Xmold Fairbairns, is. A perusal of this charming little volume of 

sixty-four pages makes the reader 
immediately inclined to emulate the 
performance of Oliver Twist and to 
express a hope that W. B. F. will 
give us more of his delightful 
descriptive articles on the West 
Indies. The book which is pleas­
ingly tascahile is devoted to a series 
of short essays : “ Across Jamaica,” 
“ A New Cotton Land,” “ Puerto 
Rico,” “Industrial Puerto Rico,” 
“A Picnic in Puerto Rico,” “The 
Key to the West Indies,” “ The 
Boiling Lake of Dominica,” “ Mak­
ing a Cacao Estate.” “ Martinique,’’ 
and “ Homeward Bound.” We 
liked best, perhaps, the articles 
on Martinique and Puerto Rico, 
but one and all are fascinating. 
Regarding Puerto Rico he says :— 

“ It is not too much to say, that 
from a place of economic insigni­
ficance, the American will raise 
Puerto Rico to an island of the 
first importance in the West 
Indies, and this result may be 
looked for in a very little time.”

Antrim Wie#, Dominica.Here is a lesson for the British 
Government ! There are six illustra­
tions from original photographs, of 
which we give a typical specimen on this page.

motes ot Interest.
TRINIDAD ASPHALT Two streets in the Borough of Bethnal Green are in process of being paved with 
compressed Trinidad Lake Asphalt.

THE CABLES. The St. Thomas-St. Kitts cable was repaired on January 27th. I he Jamaica-Puerto 
Rico cable was, however, interrupted yesterday, cutting off all stations south. . .

JAMAICA CHOIR. A feature of the Colonial Products Exhibition at Liverpool is the visit of the 
Native Choir of ten creole singers from Jamaica, who are proving a great attraction.

THE “JONES Sir Alfred Tones will preside at the West Indian Club Dinner on February 7th, 
TROPHY." when the final heat of the billiard handicap will be played, and the Alfred Jones

trophy presented to the winner of the tournament. .
REGISTERED AS A We are pleased to be able to inform Members that the West India Committee Circular

NEWSPAPER. has now been registered at the G.P.O. as a newspaper, and that it can be posted in 
the United Kingdom for M. For the Colonies and abroad the postage is by weight as heretofore. 
COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended January 25th, 69 bales of West Indian cotton 
were imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in. Liverpool 6.7od. per lb., 
West Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb.; fine, iqd. per lb.; an ex ra ne, 152 . per

BOOMING THE The New York Herald (European Edition) of Sunday, January 28th, devoted an 
W INDIES. eight-page supplement to the West Indies. On the front page is a coloured birds-eye 
* of the Caribbean, interspereed with many excellent reproductions of photographs, which with the 

letterpress should contribute towards making the present a record tourist season for the-West Indies, 
rmvocaRMODY ' The Trinidad Royal Gazette of December 21st announces that Prof. P. Carmody
BRAVO CARMOD . 1 J for the destruction of parasol ants and other pests. I he destruction of the

has patented ani m e * f h thought in Trinidad for years, as these-able and .persistent 
A cheap and efficient method of dealing with this particular pest 

will be halled as a p, ■ in a reply to a letter from a correspondent, has informed him
BRITISH GUIANA. rhe a1 f of Guiana is taking every precaution to prevent the

that he does not doubt t < . and he adds that H.M.S. “Diamond” is for the present being
renewal of dis°rder m rpadine^’s to return to Georgetown, should any emergency arise. We 
understand thltth^“ Diamond1 ” has since returned to George, but this must not be taken to indicate
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that there has been any renewal of the disturbances, though time must necessarily be required for the 

Colony to settle down again. . ,, .
THE “ COLONISER" Rubber cultivation is the subject of two important articles in the February

ON RUBBER. Coloniser. The first of these is an illustrated contribution by a Ceylon correspondent, 
dealing both with the general and technical side of the new industry at the present moment. he 
other takes the form of an interview with Mr. H. A. C. Bergne, a partner in the principal shipping 
firm in the Seychelles Islands. The latter gentleman states that, with the active goodwill of the local 
Government, his firm is prepared to co-operate with either small or large planters in replacing the 
deserted indigo plantations of these beautiful and healthy islands by rubber cultivation. I hough 
proved equal for this purpose in all respects to the high-priced lands of Ceylon, these estates are at 
present to be purchased extremely cheaply. The same issue also contains a lengthy interview with 
Sir Alfred Jones on the development of our tropical Colonies, and an illustrated article on fruit 
growing in British Columbia.

West Indian Civil Service.
Mr. J. C. King, Immigration Agent, British Guiana, has returned to the Colony and resumed his duties
Mr. F. J. King, of the Department of Bands and Mines, British Guiana, has resigned his appointment in the PuNk 

Service.
Mr. S. Walker, Commissary of Taxation, British Guiana, has been granted an extension of leave of al»sence for 

three months from February ist.
Dr. P. M. Earle, Medical Superintendent of the Public Lunatic Asylum, British Guiana, leaves England on 

February 3rd, to resume the duties of his office.
Major H. W. Peebles has resigned the Command of the British Honduras Volunteer Force, consequent on his 

selection for employment under the Governnlent of Northern Nigeria.
Mr. E. F. S. Bowen, Superintendent.of Public Works, Barbados, having left the Colon v on six months' leave "f 

absence, the duties of his office have been taken over by Mr. L C. G. Taggart.
The resignation of Mr. Francis B. B. Shand as an Official Member of the Legislative Council of the President v of 

Dominica, has been accepted, and the Hon. Sholto Rawlins Pemberton has been appointed an Official Member.
The King has been pleased to approve the appointment of Sir Ernest Bickham Sweet-Escott, K.C.M.G 

Governor of British Honduras, to be Governor of the Leeward Islands, in succession to Sir Courtenay Knollys, decease«!
Cart. W. Jameson Calder left in the Direct Line steamer “ Salybia ” on Friday, January 26th, to assume his 

duties as Inspector of the British Guiana Police. Capt. Calder has a good record of service in Jamaica and St Vincent, 
to which he is likely to add in British Guiana.

Mr. L. E. Hawtayne has been selected to succeed the late Mr. C. L. Payne, as a Stipendary Magistrate of British 
Guiana. His permanent appointment will be that of Assistant Stipendiary Magistrate of the Berbice Judicial District, 
Mr. J. K. D. Hill being transferred to the West Coast, Demerara. Mr. A. D. Cameron will act at present as Assistant 
Stipendiary Magistrate of the Berbice Judicial District in place of Mr. Hawtayne, who will continue to act as Magistrate 
of the North Essequebo District until the return from leave of Mr. S. G. T. Bourke.

/ïôaxl arrangements
Date.

Feb.

10

17

Destination*

W. 1. Islands (Jamaica excepted) 
and Demerara

Barbados and Trinidad
J amaica
W. I. Islands and Demerara

©utwarb Zlbails.
Port of Dep. Company. Packet, Closing for

Date.
Feb. 3

12

Dartmouth 
Liverpool 
Avonmouth 
Southampton

Ibomewarb mails.

Direct Line 
Leyland Line 
I.D.W.I.M.S. 
R.M.S.P.Co.

“ Savan "
‘ Jamaican '' 
Port Royal ’' 
** Tagus "

Feb. 9, noon.
,, 9, 6p.m.
„ 9. 6 p.m.
,. 16, mdn't.

Where From.
W. I. Islands and Demerara
W I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) and Demerara 
Jamaica

Port of Arrival.
Southampton 
London

Avonmouth ...

Company.
R.M.S.P. Co. 
Direct Line 
I.D.W.I.M.S. ‘ ‘ Port

Packet.
" Tagus ” 
Sarstoon

Sports

April i to Dec. 30, '05
... r, ,, 31, 04

Sugar 
tons.

7.66g 
6,297

Cocoa 

cwts. 
22,536 
16.863

of ¡produce from Jamaica.
Kingston ”

Çbe TRopal mail Steam 
JßarbabOS—Mr. H. ^V. Lawrence,

Racket

Rum 
galls. 

791,283 
934,66i

ube

Coffee 
cwts.

35.917
32,866

/¡bails.

Coconuts

4,768,444
2,399,693

Pimento 

cwts.
67,817 

127,092

Bananas 
bunches

I2,237,272 
6,673,357

Oranges

68,039,288
74.158.991

Co.—SAILINGS Per R M.S. “Orinoco” 
, Mrs. and Miss Yearwood, Mr. Walter BaileySwaa. the Earland CoUn^^

Mr. Jameson, Mr. W. E. Allen. Mr. S. C. Allen, Mr. Roge^ W S. P. Skeldin.o.
Levaux, Miss Wright, Mr. G. R. Tindall, Mr. and Mrs G Dixon Mr and C Messrs Roberts, Mrs
Mr: Aifr^S^^^ M^BaVd'^ g ~

Boswell, Mr. J. T. Smithson, Mr. S,
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Newman. Antigua -Mr. H. A. Tempany. Dominica—Mr. and Mrs. Agar. (Btcnaba—Hon. W. H. Lascelles.
St. Vincent—Mr. K. Longley.

OUTWARD BOOKINGS per R.M.S. “Tagus” (Capt. H. D. Doughty) February 17th:—Dcmcvara—Mrs. Weber, 
Mr. G. E S. Fryer, Mr. and Mrs. Fred May. CTÜÜÖab—Mr. and Mrs. Hyde, Sir Jno. Holder, Bart, Lady Holder, two 
Misses Holder, Mr. J. P. Pike, Mr. Samuel W. Wheatley, Col. and Mrs. Richardson-Gardner, Admiral SirN. and Lady 
Bowden Smith. 1111110113—Mrs. Danaval.

Cbe imperial Direct vaest Snbia Zibail Service.—sailings per r.m.s. “Port Antonio” (Capt. w. r. 
Rowe), January 27th :—3-amaica—-Mrs. E. E. Blacker, Mrs. Leslie Cox, Mr. Leslie de St. Croix, Miss Murray-Dunlop, 
Mrs. Edwards, Mr. A. C. Feltham, Miss Clara George, Mr. A. C. Houchen, Mr. A. E. Hawkins, Capt. and Mrs. 
Humphrey, Lieut. C. Davenport-Handley, Mrs. and Miss Knox, Mr. C. W. Lister, Mr. W. T. Liddle, Miss Lumsden, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Foster-Milliar, two Misses Miles, Capt. E. J. Pomeroy, Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Stiven, Mr. J. R. Smith, 
2nd-Lieut. T. A. Stanley, Mr. Tom Sheriff, Miss Wyld, Mr. R. W. Darwent, Miss de Leon, Mrs. F. Carrick Moore.

Some West Jnbtan Securities.
present 
Amount.

Stock or 
Shares. paib. SHvibenb. price.

ioo,*oool. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4% 102-104
375,000!. ■ Barbados - - 3$ „ 1925-42................. 100 3i% 100-102
194,500!. British Guiana 4 „ 1935... 100 4% 104-106
123,670!. ff Grenada - - 4 - 1917-42... 100 4% 102-104
i ,098,9071. tf Jamaica - - 4 „ 1934--- TOO 4% 108-110
85.479I St. Lucia - - 4 „ 19*9-44................. TOO 4 % 102-104

422,593! Trinidad - - 4 „ 1917-42... TOO 4% 102-104
600,000 Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44................. TOO 3% 88 90
100,000 20 Colonial Bank ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• • •• ¿6 7% 6|-7

15,000 TOO Royal Mail Steam Packet Company .............................. 85 -—- 53-54
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4$% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 91-94

26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5 ■ — • . ■ M
46,874 5 „ „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref........................ 5 — 2f-3|

347.5001- Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 83-85
352,700!. IOO New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6% 101-106

165,000!. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock TOO —- 15-18

115,0001. Stock. „ „ „ 7 % Preference IOO 6 % 86-88

31.25° IO „ „ „ 4 % Extension Preference... IO 4s. 8-9

70,000!. Stock. „ „ „ „ Perpetual Deb. Stock TOO 4% 95-97

70,000!. IOO Direct West India Cable Co., 4$% Reg. Debs, (within
4l%Nos. 1 to 1200) red. IOO 99-101

12,000
42,3001.

5 
IOO

Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd..................................
Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4|% 1st Mtge. Deb.

2 IO O 6%

4Ì % 99-101(within 1 to 1200) red.............................................................. IOO

10 000
Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd....................................... 5 5 % —

88,321
34.563

4.669
80.000L

J

IO
W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ................ 10 — M

IO

IO

IOO

„ 6% Cum. 1st Pref.
", " 2nd „

„ 5% Deb .................

10
10

100

5s-

5%

8^-8*
6à-7j

100-103

The Bank Rate remains at 4 % (changed from 3 % on Sept. 28th, 1905), and Consols

(2| %) are quoted 90^.

Ube probuce iParhets’ Summary
Cocoa -—Stocks in London : 

Trinidad ... 
Grenada .. -

1906.
13.200

8900 
74,000

1905.
21,400 
12,900

1904. 
.10,200 
10,200

1903.
12,200 Bags.
14,200 ,,

86,000 55>°o° 79,000
Thp tone of the market is quiei out iu p™ u.clc « change, the tendency, if any, being towards an
Th Trinidad is neglected, but Grenada and other West India from 44s. to 50s. move oft freely, the demand 
-rani^r the lower pricedg grades. The closing quotations are virtually those of the last mail, viz . Trinidad fan 

still being for the lower £iceag 6os. ¿r^nada .. fair„ , and fermented, 50s. to 51s. Native cocoa from

fermented, 48s. to 5Is.
Unchanged. Good ordinary Jamaica, 38s. to 40s.

, . India include 65’s at is. 2d., 72’s at iod., 8o’s at gd., 96’s at 6^d., 108 s at 5<d.,
1RUtniCg6 -sa Id to Jd Zlbacc —Firm, fair to good pale sold at is. 6d. to is. 8d., good red, is. 4d., 

135’s at 5d., and in shell from value of medium, qualities Jamaica is 45s. to 56s. JpimcntO. Steady,
and broken, is. id. to is. 3d. UJiny^v
Value of fair, 2§d* to zfd. . sales manufacturing at 2d.

UrrOWVOOt.—Lnchang . Concentrated sales'made at ¿16 10s. Hand Pressed, unchanged, at 2s. 3d.
TT itne %uice.—Slow at nd. to IS. concenirai , ...

to 2s. 6d. Distilled Oil, quoted at is. 4id- IS- 5d

Total of all kinds ................
The tone of the market is quiet but in prices there is no quotable

Coffee —
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Ube produce /ibarbets’ Summan?.—continued.

SUGAR.—F. O. Licht’s Consumption Sept./Dec., 4- months.

1005 • 1904. 1903
Germany 411,059 364,061 435,616 Tons

Austria ... ................. 176,468 147,866 183,083

France ... 230,151 248,294 357.120 ,,
Holland and Belgium................. 63,331 64,370 86,141
England ... ... ... 595.824 569,730 408,438

America ... • ••
,476,000 
602,000

1.394.000 
650,000

1,470,000 »,
568,000

Total 2,078,000 2,044,000 2,038,000
Increase over last year 34,000 tons.

F. O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st January, even
1906.

Convention Europe ... ... ... ... 3,933,000

dates.
1905-

2,719,000
1904.

3,668,000 Tons.
United States, Cuba, and afloat 193,000 157,000 241,000

Total _ _ 4,126,000 2,876 000 3 909,000
Excess over last year 1,250,000 tons.

F. O. Licht’s Latest Estimates of
1905-6

Germany ... ... ...’ 2,400,000

Beet Crops.
1904-5.

1,598,164
1903-4.

1,927,681
1902-3.

1,762,461 Tons
Austria 1,510,000 889.373 1.167,959 1,057,692
France 1,075,000 622,422 804,308 833.210
Holland and Belgium 535.000 313.017 333.362 326,501 ,,

Total................ 5,520,030 3,422,000 4,233.000 3.979,000
Other Countries 1,410,000 1 290,000 1,648,000 1,589,000

Total ... ... 6,930,000 4,712,000 5,881,000 5,568.000
Increase in Convention Europe over last year 2,098,000 tons. Increase in all Europe over last year 2 218 000 tons
These figures are far from pleasant and it is a source of satisfaction that prices have not broken below 8s basis 88' 

which figure was first reached on November 10th last year.

The closing quotations of 88% Beet are February, 8s. ofd. ; May, 8s. sfd. ; Aug., 8s 5?d. : and Oct Dec 8s 8d 
all free on board, Hamburg.

$b€ Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba
Cargoes afloat

1906
3,860,000"

130,000
30,000

1905 
2,730,000

80,000
7.0,000
20,000

on uneven dates are as follows :—
1904 

3,610,000
70,000

100,000
50,000

1903 
3,360,000

120,000
100,000
50,000

1902
3,530,000 Tons 

100,000 ,,
100,000 ,,

10,000 ,,
Total

Quotations of 88% Beet :—
4,020,000

8s. O^d.
2,900,000

15s. 9|d.
3,830,000
7s. 8Ad5

3,630,000
8s: lOd.

3.733,000
6s. 8.1d.

Vacuum pan Sugar.—In sympathy with the general decline in the market prices of Crvstalli , H bn, « 
to the extent of about 3d. per cwt., average qualities not exceeding 14s. gd. in vaille with a genera range“or 
inferior grades up to 16s. 9d. for small quantities of choice sugars. The Trade act cautiouslv hAini aibLw 3 k V 
weakness of the Beet Markets. To Refiners 96 test on floating conditions is only nomfn^ by

/IbOlaSSCS Sugar. Prices are easier and the demand has slacked T nw b™™», a
over 10s. 6d: to r4s. 6d. duty paid. For 8g test to Refiners 7s. 6d,.is now about the value in bond on“^^^

Zlbuscovabo.—<-Quotations on the spot for grocery kinds are entirely nominal 
s the vaiiip. nf Sc» nn fl refiner8s. 3d. in bond remains the value of 89 test on floating conditions. To Refiners, somewhere about

West Jubia figures since 1st Zlbar. : 1906.
Imports........................................... 6600
Deliveries ... ... ... 2800
Stocks............................................... 12^000

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised ... 14s, 9d.

1Rum.—Stocks in London : 1906
Jamaica .............................. 6300
Demerara ... ... ... 7800

Total of all kinds ... 21,2000
The market for the time being is dull, and buyers seem 

recently landed. :---- 1 —: 1 ■ - -

1905-
4200
3800 .

10,000
24s. 9d.

1904.
4900
3300

14,000
14s. 6d.

1903.
1200 Tons.
3300 ,,

27,000 
14s. 3d.

l9O5-
7500
5900

20,600

1904.
8400

11,200
. - 28,400

disinclined to take off the large

1903- 
10,000 Puns.

8400 ,,
28,400 ,,

. - - An occasional salels made on ’¡he ba^ pities of DemeVara
in Importers’ hands is in a small compass, and 2s. id. remains the vaL of W^ u“0 g~eral business’. Jamaica 
and other proof kinds are nominally worth rod. to is. 2d Standard Home Trade Marks. Rewards
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Ube toomewarb /ibatL

TN a leading article in our last issue we dealt with the suggestion for the formation of Permanent 
x Exhibition Committees which, as our readers will remember, was first made in the West India 

Committee Circular last year. We expressed satisfaction that the matter had met with the approval 
of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, and we are glad now to learn by the homeward mail that 
the Commissioner of Agriculture has addressed a circular letter to the various local governments, 
suggesting that a sum of money should be included in the Estimates for the year for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses of such Committees. The success which is attending the representation of 
Grenada at the Liverpool Colonial Products Exhibition—which closed yesterday—will, we hope, 
prompt the Colonies to take steps in the direction indicated.

From the point of view of sport the principal event of the fortnight in the West Indies was 
the unexpected defeat of Trinidad by Barbados in the Intercolonial Cricket Tournament. In the 
first match Barbados beat Demerara by 65 runs. The second match between Barbados and Trinidad 
proved very exciting; the Barbadians were dismissed in the first innings for 54 the Trinidadians 
concluded their innings for 183. The Barbados team then compiled 258 runs and dismissed the 

Trinidadians for 113, thus winning the Intercolonial trophy by 16 runs.

The Port of Spain Gazette gives the following sample of thé ecstasy of the Barbadian spectator : 
“One middle-aged gentleman, evidently from Barbados, who when Barrow took the third wicket 
for no runs, rushed on to the field of play, laid his ancient hat on the sward, laid himself flat down, 
and beating his hands in an ecstasy of excitement and joy on the ground, almost sobbed out, Let 
me die, somebody kill me ! ’ At the fall of the tenth wicket that same gentleman rushed to the 
front of the pavilion, and in a tone impossible to describe, but which was almost pathetic in its 
ludicrousness, sobbed out ‘ Seven wickets for 99, eight wickets for 99, nine wickets for 99, ten wickets 
for 99, oh ! let me die ! ’ Another spectacle was that of a young gentleman, clad as to his nethei 
extremities in a one time pair of butcher blue pants, and armed with an open umbrella, who contoited 
his body into postures only assumed by a belated corbeau, who had been over indulging in a baimeci e 

feast of alcoholic putridness.”
At a meeting at the Queen’s ParkCricket Club, Trinidad, on January 17th the following 

team was selected to represent the West Indies in England this year : A E Harragin, G. C. Learmond, 
Sydney Smith. L. Constantine and Cumberbatch (Trinidad) ; H. B. G. Austin P_ A Goodman G. 
Chailoner C. K. Bancroft and Layne (Barbados) ; C. S. Morrison (Jamaica) ; J. E Parker and Burton 
“h Guiana), with reserves. W. Hoad (Trinidad) ; H. C. Bailey (Demerara), and H. Ollivierre 

(St. Vincent).
Turning to more serious matters; the weather, generally speaking, was more propitious when 

the mail left and the condition of the various crops will be found to be indicated in the extracts from 
the letters of our hon. correspondents given overleaf. The political situation in British Guiana
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appeared still to be giving rise to some anxiety, and Georgetown and the East and \\ c >t Bank 
still “ proclaimed ” districts, and the agrarian outrages reported by Mr. H. E. Murray m the .Irgosy, 

referred to below, indicate anything but a healthy condition of affairs. The increasing prosperity 
of Trinidad is shown by the striking improvement in the traffic receipts oi the 1 rimdad Govern­
ment Railways, which must be a source of satisfaction, as it is a subject for congratulation to Mr. 
W. E. Smith, the able manager. In the Leeward Islands severe apprehension was being caused 

by the rumour that the British Cotton Growing Association was likely to stop advances to the 
smaller proprietors. It is satisfactory to learn that in Barbados the question of the erection of 

Central Sugar Factories was being seriously discussed.
We extract the following notes of interest from letters of our hon. correspondents :—

Bntigua. Cbe Cotton Crop’s prospects.
The weather for the fortnight preceding January 13th, the date of the Hon. J. Freeland Foote’s letter, had 

been rather dry, although some good planting showers had fallen ; even now heavy rains would add to the crop. 
Last year’s rainfall was very peculiar, some portions of the Island getting forty inches and others only twenty-four. 

The cotton crop was turning out better than was expected, considering the small rainfall.

Sir Robert Bromley arrived in Antigua on Monday, January 1st, to administer the Government of the Lee­

ward Islands, and the oath was administered to him on the same day.

^arbabos. increase of Sncendfarism.
The Hon. Forster M. Alleyne, in his letter dated January 17th, reported that cane fires had been extremely 

frequent, consuming a very large acreage in the aggregate. The newspapers now hardly ever seemed to mention 

them, and the rewards were placarded so late that they did not seem to have any effect. In no case had any offender 

been caught. A most determined attempt had been made in the previous week on the house of a rent collector. 

Mr. Carrington, of Welches, near Government House. A pile of trash, saturated with kerosene, was placed against 

his office in his house and a train of trash, also saturated with kerosene, led to a heap against another building. 

Fortunately the smell of fire roused a gentleman near by, who with difficulty awoke the sleeping inmates, or they 

must infallibly have been burnt to death. On the arrival of the fire brigade the fire was easily extinguished ; but 

a more determined attempt could not be imagined. The object evidently was to destroy the collection books, at 
all hazards. No arrest had been made.

The West India Regiment had sailed for West Africa, and the only officers now left were the’C.R.E. 
and his family, and some of the Army Service Corps. Sales of the War Department stores and property were con 

tinning.

There was immense enthusiasm in the streets of Bridgetown on the night of January 15th, on the receipt of 

the news that Barbados had regained the Intercolonial Cricket Challenge Cup by an unexpected victory over the 

Irinidad team. Ihe telegraph station was crowded for several hours, and the whole population gave vent to their 
joy by repeated cheering. After collapsing in the first innings, for fifty-four runs, it seemed hardly likely Barbados 

could win, but a good second innings of 258 turned the game, and they eventually won by sixteen runs.

They were still in hopes that the headquarters of the Royal Mail might yet be restored to Barbados and a 

better service given.

Various committees were in operation in respect to central factories, and the question was being gone into 
with great earnestness. The outlook of sugar, especially Muscovado, as detailed in the West India Committee 
Ctrcnlar, was most serious, and would undoubtedly have the effect of quickening the advance ot the Is'ands 

towards central factories. The crop was estimated at 47,000 hogsheads of sugar and 34,000 puncheons of molasses. 

Ihe opening price of molasses was 13 cents, per gallon, puncheons included.

An Act for prohibiting the sale of cotton without a certificate and for
and exportation of stolen cotton, had just become law, and the vestries 
of cotton in each parish.

more effectually preventing the purchase

were proceeding to the election of an Inspector

p ^h had considerably improved after the visit of Mr. Kingsford, of the West India and
Panama Telegraph Company, seemed to have again deteriorated. The Election news in particular was

and it was difficult to see what was the use of mHin<r 4.u,„x <■ ,1 1
of The Times! g addresses occupied so many hundred columns

The weather continued very dry, hardly any rain having fallen since Mr. Alleyne’s return to the Island on 

December 7th. The December rainfall was very short, and that of January had been confined as vet to a few light 

showers. The consequence was that the canes were ripening up, and sugar and syrup were being made on sever*!
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estates : many more would begin grinding during the following week. The young canes which were planted in 

November were very forward and promising, but those planted later, which did not profit by the last nice rain which 

f 11 on December 1st, were much backward, though healthy. In a note added on the evening of January 18th, Mr. 

Alleyne stated that the wind was very high, which tended to ripen the canes, and the showers were very slight.

JSritisb Guiana. Cbc Colony still unsettled.
When Mr. Summerson closed his letter on January 18th, crystals were quoted at $1.85, but practically every­

thing had been sold. The weather was dry, and good showers were wanted for cultivation.

Applications for 2185 immigrants had been sent in for next season. The “ Clyde,” the fourth ship of the 

current season, had arrived on January 10th with 488 adults. The question of the conveyance of immigrants from 
Calcutta to British Guiana by steam, instead of sailing ships, had been again under consideration, but it was agreed 

that the present arrangements were satisfactory, and that in view of the increased difficalties of recruiting in India, 

and of the fact that the difference in passage rates by steamer and sailing ship would be liable to be increased accord­

ing to the number embarked, precluded the suggested change being considered favourably, it being felt that the 

cost per adult immigrant was already so high that any increase would bear hardly upon the sugar industry of the 

Colony.

From the newspapers to hand by the mail it would appear that the state of the Colony was still unsettled. 
In the Argosy of January 8th there was a letter from Mr. H. E. Murray, of Port Mourant, calling attention to “ Black­

guardism on the Corentyne Coast.” A Madras man, owner of land on Letter Kenny and Whim, had had 868 plant­

ing trees, fifty-seven young cocoa trees, sixty-one coffee trees, two mango trees, one cashew tree and one jamoon 

tree cut down by unknown persons, and lately, on plantation Port Mourant, over half a dozen donkeys had been 
brutally chopped at night, a couple to death, without the malefactor having been caught.

The Demerara Daily Chronicle reports that the general opinion is that crop results have been much inter­

fered with by fungus, and adds that some action will have to be adopted to check the spread of this disease 

which has been in some districts the severest outbreak of many years.

Dominica. znbail and ©clcgrapb troubles.
Writing on January 15th, Mr. E. A. Agar stated that the Eighth Annual Agricultural Show was to be held 

this year on February 23rd and 24th at Melville Hall (the property of Messrs. F. E. Everington and Company) on 
the east coast of the Island. On two occasions Messrs. Everington had held shows on their own account, and with 
such success as to warrant the official show being held there this year. The “ Yare ” would make an excursion trip 

to Melville Hall on February 23rd, so as to give people from Roseau an opportunity of visiting it.
The cable was expected to be repaired on the following day, January 16th. With the Royal Mail boats not 

running to scheduled time, the interruption to cable communication caused the greatest inconvenience.
According to the Leeward Islands"Free Press the Dominica cocoa crop seemed to be pretty nearly all in. The 

crop had been moderately fair on the whole. It began early, came in with a rush in November and petered out 

by December. The prospects for March were only moderate.
The weather at present was more like September than January, heavy rains and a good deal of wind.

Jamaica. “Seville” ©ranges from Jamaica.
So far as Mr. J. L. Ashenheim, who wrote on January 18 th, could ascertain, they had reaped a very good 

coffee crop, and the next export return would show a large advance on the quantity exported. It was regrettable 
to have to record that the anthrax disease had broken out among cattle in different parts of Jamaica. the question 

was discussed at the meeting of the Board of Agriculture on January 16th, and at the half yearly meeting of the 

Jamaica Agricultural Society held on the following day, and a Committee was then appointed consisting of members 

from both Boards, with instructions to prepare a Bill dealing with the contagious diseases of animals, so as to render 

such Bill acceptable to the Government.
Matters were very quiet in the Colony, and things had just put off their holiday attire.

At a meeting of the Jamaica Agricultural Society a letter was read from Messrs. Gillespie, Bros, and Com­

pany forwarding letters from Messrs. James Keiller and Sons and Chas. Southwell and Son, reporting on Seville 

bitter oranges grown in Jamaica, which were tested to ascertain their suitability for making marmalade. From 

these and other jam makers to whom the fruit was submitted, it would appear that the chief trouble was the lack of 

'f colour ” and the characteristic bitter flavour of the Seville orange, in the Jamaica fruit. Moreover, the packing 
was complained of, the orange wrappers being in many cases too thick, and the fruit not being despatched at the 

proper stage of maturity. However, on the whole, looked upon in the light of a first experiment, the result was not 

considered bad.
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IRevfs. Ube Cotton industry?.
Writing on January 16th, the Hon. C: A. Shand said that sugar, excepting where it could I e man ifa 

under the most favourable conditions, must at present prices prove unprofitable, and therefore every encourage­
ment should be given to other industries which, conducted on scientific lines, might gradually assume prominence 
and provide a satisfactory substitute for the old staple. In Nevis, cotton was exciting universal attention, and the re 

was no doubt that it had come to stay. Despite disadvantageous weather the crop this year ought to go somewhere 

near 1000 bales of 200 lb. net., i.e., 200,000 lb. of lint cotton, which even at is. per lb. would represent an output 
of ¿10,000. Had the acreage planted had favourable weather in the first instance, the crop would have been nearer 
2000 than 1000 bales, but a serious drought over the cotton belt caused a failure in the first planting which was 

never actually recovered.
The writer was very busy over the details of the Agricultural Show to be held in the Colony <>n January 18th. 

It was feared that it would be a comparative failure, and by no means come up to its predecessor of 10 >5. but the 
cotton exhibits ought to be good, as the quality of that already reaped had been above the average.

It was rumoured that there was some likelihood of the Cotton Growing Association stopping advances t<> 
planters of not less than ten acres and others in the coming campaign. This would be a great misfortune t the 
cotton industry, as it would deter many from embarking in the enterprise who were anxious to do so. Instead of 
cutting off supplies now that the industry had shown its stability, further encouragement, if possible, should be given. 
At present the advance obtained was limited to ¿2 per acre, which was totally inadequate for all purposes, the average 
expenditure coming out at something like ¿5 per acre, so that anyone now obtaining an advance had to supplement 
the ¿2 obtained by a further ¿3 out of his own pocket. What would really be a God-send would be for the Associa­
tion to advance ¿5 per acre on assured security, as it would prevent the grower from borrowing further monev at 
an exaggerated rate of interest. Nevis could supply 10,000 bales of cotton if all the lands available were utilised-

St. IRitts. Ube 1Rew Slgricultural Society?.
Mr. Charles A. Smith reported in his letter of January 13th that the Administrator, on being sworn in as Acting- 

Governor, returned from Antigua by H.M.S. “ Royal Arthur,” which remained a couple of days in their roadstead 
to receive the mails from the Island.

The Agricultural and Commercial Society had its first meeting on January 4th, and over fifty members were 
enrolled.

Contrary to its usual custom, the New Year had opened with good showers, which would add to the length 
of their canes and be of considerable benefit to the young sprouts for 1907 crop, which were growing well and regu­

larly. Cotton picking was making good progress, and the yield was likely to be large.

St. Xucia. Ube inconvenient znsail arrangement».
In his letter of January 16th, the Hon. E. Du Boulay emphasised the fact that the irregular running of the 

mail steamers is causing much inconvenience, and the renewal of some more reliable means of communication was 
much to be hoped for.

Crops were about commencing, the weather being favourable.

St. Wincent. improved prospects for Cotton.
It is satisfactory to learn from Messrs. D. K. Porter and Company’s letter of January i7th that the prospects 

for cotton were even now better than when they last wrote, and the factory had readv for «hii . P
St. Vincent also commanded the top price for “ Sea Islands ” over all comers. ‘ ? 1 IO° baleS’

The weather had been very boisterous on the coast, preventin' 
shipment.

the droghering of produce to Kingston for

Urintbab. arrival of immigrants.
In his letter of January 20th, the Hon. G. T. Fenwick, C.M.G., reports that tl “ t 

vessel “ Lena,” arrived on the same day from Madras, the former with 610 adult S t i U<1US Sail",g

592 adults and 86 children. The writer saw a batch of 69 on their way to some of th a"d the latter
were mostly undersized, with nothing like the physique of the Bengalis c '' ° C°mpany’s estates,

work labourers were called upon to perform on estates was well within their capacit
An effort was still being made to arrive at an agreement regarding the price to ho 

during the present season. p e 10 oe

or the more Northern
They

men. Still the average

paid for former’s canes

far promising.
The sugar crop had begun on some estates, and the outlook for it ; 1 1
Lord Dundonald, who is a member of the West India Committee Xàs buildi •

the Long Circular Road. ' n8 a residence in Trinidad oil



Feb. 9, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.

Mr. W . E. Smith was able to report that December was a record month, both for goods and passenger traffic, 
on the Trinidad Government Railways. Cocoa contributed 23,587 bags railed into Port of Spain, against 10,331 
bags for December, 1904. The total number of passengers carried was 127,157 against 108,111 in 1904 and 87,668 
in 1903.

President Castro had agreed to abolish the 30 per cent, transhipment tax, but the 30 per cent, surtax still 
remained.

The weather continued as reported by last mail, occasional light showers and high drying winds, very favour­
able for cane reaping, which was now in full swing, but too dry for cocoa, and the prospects up to June are not con­
sidered very bright. Deliveries during the fortnight had been on a small scale, and the major portion of the crop 
might now be considered as having been reaped. The market was excessively quiet and new business had only been 
possible at a reduction in prices, which was not warranted by the crop prospects. Fine Estates were quoted at 

52s. 6d. C. and F. Havre ; Mixed Estates at 50s. 6d., and Ordinary at 49s. 6d. Small sales in the neighbourhood 
of these figures had been made, and large contracts for the U.S.A, had been taken at a shade less for Mixed Estates 
qualities. Arrivals from Venezuela continued on a fairly liberal scale, but owing to the strong demand, prices had 
not declined.

Totals to date— 265,350 Bags

Shipments. •

Total at last return— 248,746 Trinidad 36,702 Venezuelan
Jan. 7th, s.s., “ Orinoco ” 1301 — Europe.

,, 8th, s.s. “ P. Willem IV.” 4708 1010 ,, New York

,, 13th, s.s,. “Westphalia ” 2300 110 Europe

„ 13th, s.s., “ P. Willem I. ” 3465 241 ,,
,, 13th, s.s.. “ Maracas ” 4755 1661 ,, New York

„ 18th, s.s. “ Centro America ” 75 Europe

39,724 Venezuelan.

West Snòian Cable Communication.
The question of cable communication was again engaging the attention of the West Indian 

Colonies when the homeward mail left, and the Report of the Cable Communication Sub­
Committee, which was adopted by the Executive of the West India Committee on Thursday, 
January 4th, 1906, was about to be considered by the various agricultural and commercial 
bodies. For the convenience of our members we now give the full text of this document, 
which is signed by Mr. Arthur N. Lubbock, Mr. E. Luxmore Marshall, Mr. Robert Rutherford, 

and the Secretary.
Sbc Cable Communication Committee’s IReport.

1. The Sub-Committee appointed on April 13th, 1905, to consider the question of cable communication 
with and between the West Indian Colonies, in consequence of the statement of the Secretary of State that they 
would have to meet from their own resources the cost of any improved telegraphic facilities they might require

(April 10th, 1905), begs to present its Report. .
, 2. Every effort has been made to obtain all possible information regarding this subject, and it is hoped
that the conclusions of the Sub-Committee will lead to a revision of the present West Indian cable system, and will 
thus tend to increase trade between the British West Indies and the Mother Country, as well as with Canada, and 

provide an all British cable which will prove of strategic value in time of war.
- Having ascertained that a Departmental Committee had been sitting at the Colonial Office to consider 

the desirability of the establishment of an all British cable to link up the West Indies, Canada and Great Britain 
the Sub-Committee asked to be permitted to peruse in confidence its report (June 9th, i9o5). The Secretary of 

State regretted his inability to accede to this request (June 17th, i9o5).
4 The Sub Committee then invited representatives of the West India and Panama Telegraph Company 

and the Halifax and Bermudas and the Direct West India Cable Companies to furnish proposals for improving the 

means of cable communication, and to attend meetings (July 10th, 1905).
_ One of the first points elucidated was with regard to an agreement (January 31st, 1870) between the 

West India and Panama Telegraph Company and the Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company, from which it appears 
that the former Company are perpetually restrained from sending any telegraphic competing message received by 
hem at Jamaica for transmission to the south or east of Jamaica under any agreement or traffic arrangement
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without the assent of the Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company ; that is to say, the West India ami Panama 

Telegraph Company has no freedom in routing telegrams, and must hand all messages for places beyond the Islands 

in perpetuity to the Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company, which they are compelled to indemnify for any message 

diverted from their lines, whether routed or not. The effect of this is demonstrated by the following figures, which 

show the amounts per word credited to the respective companies for messages routed by Bermuda or vid Cuba

Per H. & B. and Per W. I. & P.T. Co.
D.W.I.C. Cos. via Bermuda. via Cuba.

St. Kitts Message
West India and Panama Telegraph Co.

Cuba Submarine Telegraph Co.
Halifax and Bermudas and Direct West India Cable Companies . .

Atlantic Co.

Barbados Message.
West India and Panama Telegraph Co.

Cuba Submarine Telegraph Co.

Halifax and Bermudas and Direct West India Cable Companies . .

Atlantic Co.

d.

In the case of messages from London to Jamaica, vid Key West, the arrangements between the

and Panama Telegraph Company and the Cuba Submarine Telegraphic Company work out per

Per the Halifax and Bermudas and the Direct West India Cable Companies.

Atlantic Company, London to Halifax

H. and B. and D.W.I.C. Companies, Halifax to Jamaica . .

word

s.

o 
West India 

as follows :—

d.

Per West India and Panama Telegraph Co.

Atlantic Co.

Western Union Co. and the International Ocean 

Telegraphic Co.

Cuba Submarine Telegraph Co. (Batabano to 

Santiago-de-Cuba) and the W.I.P.T. Co. 

(Santiago-de-Cuba to Jamaica)

The Sub-Committee is most strongly of opinion that

London to New York

New York to Havana

Havana to Jamaica

this arrangement acts greatly to the
West Indian Colonies. It effectually chokes competition and cheap rates, and it also renders 

encourage the existing West India and Panama Telegraph Company, for 
telegrams to other Islands than Jamaica should have been lower than they are. The rates at present are as

detriment of 

t undesirable
were it not for this agreement, rates

the 

to 
for

s.
4

7

3
3

d.
9 
o

follows :— 

d.Barbados

British Guiana 

Jamaica 

Turk’s Island 

. Trinidad 

Grenada

........ ..............-.........-

St. Vincent 

St. Lucia .. 

Antigua 

St. Kitts . . 

Dominica ..

4
4
4
4

T purpose of comparison that the message rate bet

4 8

2

3

4

4

4

o

2

o

o

9

o

o

o

6

4
8

■ («) By laying a new cable from Bermuda to Barbados

S Esumisi8 T1“‘‘ ’ffOm Barbad°S ‘° TrinÌdad' and (2) f™m Barbad°5 - to Demerara 

Islands and Barbados“ “ “ * COnnectin8 cable bet"^ the Windward and Leewari

-.............- » »............ ........................
* T. r , c ' Ut° that the Company contracting for it should take

^^)PooUec%iP^nd“K Co. (Santiago-de-Cuba Janiaica, 16o



Feb. Q 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 65

over these cables, or lay new ones, and it is assumed that the subsidies.paid in the past by Grenada, St. Vincent, 
St. Lucia, and Dominica, Antigua, and St. Kitts-Nevis would be forthcoming, and sufficient to pay for it.

7. The cost to the Colonies of the services (a) and (b) should, for a contract of twenty years, be about
¿12,500 per annum.
and Demerara. The 

Barbados 

Demerara 

Trinidad

The Colonies which would be asked to subscribe for (a) and (b) would be Barbados, Trinidad 
existing subsidies paid by these Colonies are as follows :—

Ze 500

3.000

3.000

Total

It must, however, be borne in mind that before the Colonies were 

sidies paid were :—

Barbados

Demerara

Trinidad

..................................................¿7.500

so dissatisfied with the service, the sub-

¿2,500

4,500

6,000

Total ¿i3,coo

and it will be seen that such subsidies would be sufficient to cover the cost of a new cable. The subsidy for the 

services (a), (b) and (c) should not be more than ¿17,500, and as ¿13,000 would be subscribed by Barbados, Demerara 

and Trinidad, a further sum of ¿4500 would be required, which would be approximately forthcoming if the other 
Colonies paid the same subsidies as in 1887, viz. : —

Subsidies paid in 1887/Subsidies now paid.
St. Kitts . . .. . ............................... ¿500 ¿800

Antigua . . .. 500 800

Dominica 400 200

St. Lucia 500 400

St. Vincent 400 800

Grenada — — — 1000 1000

Total ............................... ¿3300 ¿4000

8. The Sub-Committee has no hesitation in recommending the adoption of such a scheme to the above- 
mentioned Colonies, as not only will it give a new service of cables, but an all British connection with Canada, the 
British West Indies and Great Britain, and inasmuch as it should be possible to reduce message rates to a uniform 

4s. 2d. per word between each Colony and the Mother Country, France and Germany, the suggestion should com­
mend itself to the Colonies concerned. Moreover, if the suggestion is adopted, it is believed that a substantial improve­

ment will be effected in the quality of the Press news supplied to the Colonies. It is impossible to over-estimate 

the value of a full and reliable service of Press messages, which has certainly not been enjoyed hitherto.
9. The Sub-Committee considers that the use which is made of the cables by the Colonial Office and the 

Colonial Governments, and the utility of an all British cable in the time of war, constitute two important factors 

in the claim on the Home Government for financial assistance for the establishment of a reliable and efficient means 
of cable communication. If, however, the Home Government does not see its way to assist in this manner, the Sub­

Committee feels that it would not be unreasonable to expect an Imperial guarantee of the Colonial Government 

subsidies, which would facilitate a new company raising capital at a lower rate of interest, and thus enable it to 

get to work with a still smaller subsidy.
The attention of the Sub-Committee has been drawn to the fact that there is another method of pay­

10.
ment available besides subsidies, which might be acceptable to a cable company, namely, traffic Guarantee. If 

the whole of the sum required for new cables could not be obtained by way of subsidy, it might be advisable to see 

how far the balance required could be made good in this way.
11 The Sub-Committee therefore recommends that the Colonies should be communicated with in order 

that it may be fully ascertained if they approve of the above suggestions, and in the event of their approving, how 

far they are prepared to contribute by way of subsidy, and as the whole question vitally affects the business com- 

munitv the rgricultural and commercial bodies should be asked to express their views regarding it.
12 The Sub Committee has no hesitation in recommending that the Halifax and Bermudas and the Direct 

West India Cable Companies should be approached with a view to laying the new cables. These Companies already 

provide Jamaica with a reliable and cheap service, which has been continued without a break since the cable from 
Bermuda to Jamaica was laid in T«9& Moreover, this Company is not hampered, as the West India and Panama

* See Report of the inter-Departmental Committee on Cable Co.nmunication-Cd. 1056, § 45, page 8r,
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Telegraph Company & with an arrangement with another company, which can only cease by consent of both

13-

Companies, or by one of them ceasing to exist. , -
In conclusion, the Sub-Committee desires to express its thanks to the representatives of the West Im ba 

and Panama Telegr# Company and the Halifax and Bermudas and the Direct West India Cable Companies for 

their courtesy in attending several meetings ami imparting much valuable information. While unable to recommend 

the adoption of the proposals of the West India and Panama telegraph Company, th; Sub-Committee desires to 

emphasise that its decision in this connection has been largely influenced by their knowledge of the nature of the 

arrangement between that Company and the Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company, which would appear to preclude 

the possibility of the establishment of new cables without a largely increased subsidy, which would have to be 

increased still further if lower rates were insisted upon.

®ur Xibrarg.
Agricultural News, January 20th, Price id.—The raising of pedigree sugar-canes forms the subject of 

the Editorial Notes in this issue, and it is gratifying to read that canes arc now being grown by the Imperial Depart- 
ment of Agriculture on the result of specific and scientific cross fertilisation. Hitherto all the new varieties of canes 
cultivated have been obtained by tedious selection of seedlings from chance fertilisation. 1 he subject is one of 
«reat difficulty and the fact that at last a means of cross fertilisation of selected parents has been arrived at should 
simplify the work enormously. The tendency of seedlings to hark back to previous types of course remains the 
same but trouble from this cause will be reduced to a minimum should the “ pedigree ” system be successfully carried 
out ’ Useful directions for inoculation for anthrax are given by Mr. J. Duncan Millar, the Government veterinary 
surgeon of Trinidad, and the number contains the usual amount of valuable and interesting information as to Agri - 
cultural matters in the West Indies,

Ibomewarb passengers.
Ube 1Ro$al Steam jacket Company. — home arrivals per r.m.s. ‘ Tagus” (Capt. h. d. 

Doughty), February 3rd:—JBarbabOS—Miss B. Ashworth, Mr. A. C. Gouda, Mr. W. R. Buttenshaw Mr. H. 
Williams and Miss Williams, Col.-Sergt. and Mrs. Thompson, Sergt. and Mrs. Rowntree. Dcmcrara— Dr. Hasard. 
Mr. E. Kromer, Mr. W. A. Jolly, Hon. and Mrs. P. H. de Jonge, Dr. and Mrs. Smartt. Jamaica —His Lordship 
the Bishop of Jamaica, Brother O’Brien, Mr. Horne, Mr. Rigg, Mr. E. Carritt, Mr. C. Nelson, Mrs. Millar, Mr. Elsee, 
Rev. W. A. L. Taylor, Lieut. A. Gray. Urtlltbab—Mr. S. Chapman, Mr. Riley, Dr. Welsh, Dr. Ireland. Mr. A. 
Levie, Mr. and Mrs. H. Booth, Mr. Wilkinson, Mr. Wilkinson, jun., Mr. and Miss Kerby. Anttgiia—Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. A. Maginley. St. TRittS—Mr. D. Hope Ross.

Ube Jmperial Direct Wiest Jnbia znbail Service.—home arrivals per r.m.s. “ port Royal " 
(Capt. Owen Jones), February 1st :—Jamaica—Mrs. Buckley, Dr. E. G. Hardy, Mr. A. C. Hardy. Mr. Horne, 
Mr. A. Leader, Lieut. E. Miller, Mr. J. P. McPhail, Lieut. Rolph, Mr. E. J. Thompson, Mr. G. Whittington, Mr. 1 ’ 
Diggins, Mr. J. Dutson, Mr. W. Olive.

Sports of iproònce front tbe West Jnbies.

British Guiana.
Jan. ist to Jan. 15th.

Jamaica.
April 1st to Jan. 7th.

Urinibab.
Jan. ist to Jan. 20th.

Grenaba.
Oct.ist to Jan.i8th.

1906. 1905. 1906. 1905. 1906. 1905. 1906. 1905.
Sugar 6519 6328 tons 7917 6327 tons — 1027 bags & b ls.

— 591 puns
— —

Molasses — 600 puns — — J — 42 tres.
I— 54 brls. ' — —

Rum .. 1274 904 „ 795,585 936,733 galls. --- ---
Molascuit 334 1054 tons — __
Cocoa

Coffee
3300 — lbs. 24,729

37,747
T7,754 cwts.

33,747

2,878,780 1,031,730 lbs.

— 160 ,,
19 ,974 20,876 bags

Coconuts — 22,400 833U79 2,621,543 J73,500 77,600
Copra __

Cotton
— — 273 bags — __

Cotton Seed..
43,307 10,542 lbs. --- __

— —
Asphalt __ — --- —

Oranges

Bananas
— — 68,671,313 74,638,291

6758 5036 tons

Sp
ic

e
.

1606 2134 brls.

Pimento
Spice..

. —
I2,399,291

71,002
6,793,845 bunches

128,173 cwts. — —
202 268|-brls.

153 2^4 cases

Gold .. 606 3391 OZS.
— 43 i19 bags

Diamonds — —■ —; — — ‘ —
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OUR CELEBRITIES.
No. LXI.

Cbe West Subia Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

?lßr. George Cbristall.

Feb. 16th, 1906

Telegrams: “Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

The increasing interest shown since the aboli­
tion of the Continental bounties in the 

cultivation of sugar beet in England, is now 
assuming a definite form, and there appears to 
be some probability of beet sugar factories 
being erected in Essex and Kent in the near 
future. As our readers are aware, this is by no 
means a new departure. Some years ago an 
experiment was tried at Lavenham, in Suffolk, 
but it had to be discontinued owing, mainly, to 
difficulties with the farmers and increased bounty- 
fed competition. Since then experiments have 
been steadily conducted with beet cultivation, 
and it has been shown that roots can be grown 
in this country up to the best Continental form 
as to quality and quantity. Methods of manu­
facture have also improved enormously since the 
days of the Lavenham experiment, and there is 
no reason why sugar should not now be produced 
as cheaply in Great Britain as on the Continent. 
But, and this should be written large, the success 
of any sugar venture in this country depends

entirely upon the continuance of the Brussels Convention. It would be impossible for any beet industry
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to exist in this country if Continental sugar growers were in a position to flood England with cheap 
sugar below the cost of production. For this is what the cartel and bounty systems—as figures we 
give elsewhere show—did. In fact, the first object of the Continental sugar producer would be. in the 

event of going back to the old conditions, to wipe out any beet industry in this country, in the same 
manner as the German fabricants openly boasted of doing, and were doing, as regards the \\ est 
Indian sugar industry before the ratification of the Brussels Convention put a stop to the iniquitous 
bounty system. At first sight it might be supposed that West Indians would look askance at the 

establishment of a beet sugar industry in this country, as being calculated to prejudice their interests, 
but it must, of course, be taken for granted, and the Colonies will insist, that producers of cane sugar 
and producers of beet sugar in this country shall be put on the same footing as regards duties. \\ e 

say this because many of the estimates of the prospects of the beet industry in this country appear to 
be based on a hoped-for difference between the Customs duty and the Excise duty on sugar. In these 
circumstances, therefore, it does not appear that the West Indies need suffer. Competition, indeed, if 
fair and above board, is often more of a blessing than otherwise, as it undoubtedly has a stimulating 
effect. To begin with, we may take it that England can never produce sufficient sugar to meet the 
requirements of her teeming population, and again we have it on good authority that where the most 
improved and up-to-date methods are used in the West Indies, the cost of landing cane sugar here is 
materially below what it is for beet. Beet growers in this country might indeed prove a useful ally to 
cane-producers in the West Indies, as many of their interests must necessarily be identical. Both, 
for instance, would welcome the abolition of the existing sugar duty, unless it were made differential, 
and both would stand shoulder to shoulder against the frontal attacks of bounty-giving States in 
the event of the non-continuance of the Brussels Sugar Bounty Convention, a contingency which, 
however, we sincerely trust, will not arise.

have from time to time called attention to the grievance to which West Indian planters have 
for many years been subject through the preference given to home-made spirit over Colonial 

rum imported into the Mother Country, by the incidence of the surtax or extra duty imposed upon 
Colonial spirits. As we have pointed out before, the regulations of the Government in relation to the 
distillers of the United Kingdom are at the bottom of this surtax. It has been and is claimed by the 
home distiller that, owing to interference in distillery work by reason of the regulations, and also to 
those regarding payment of duty in connection with rectification, &c., actual pecuniary loss 
in working occurs, a loss from which the Colonial distiller is exempt, and that the surtax only puts 
him in a fair position in relation to the latter. The West Indian distiller on the other hand claims 
that he is also subject to regulations which affect him adversely, and that if they are not of the character 
of those at home, the fault is not his. This is a subject which, however, it is hardly necessary to 
discuss at the present time. The items which make up the amount for which it is claimed that the 

surtax compensates the home distiller, must be verified before any steps be taken to introduce 
matters of detail of Government control, and we shall be greatly surprised if impartial investigation 
does not show them to be extremely misleading. Mr. Steele, who visited the West Indies in 1902, 
and reported to the Treasury as to the nature of the Excise control in the West Indies, stated 
definitely the items of which the sum of 4d. representing the surtax is made up. The first of them 
an allowance of fd. per proof gallon as a rebate to the distiller of the duty he has to pay on Jus grain a 
duty which has been abolished since 1870, and only temporarily re-imposed in 1902, is in itself 
amply sufficient to cause suspicion as to the validity of the rest ; and we feel confident that a 
scrutiny will at once afford evidence of the fallacy of the data on which a very great nart of 
the balance of the surtax is based. It is quite time that some definite action were taken in the 
matter. The existence of a preferential duty, no matter what form it takes, in a country which



I-eb. 16, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 69

has recently pledged itself to Free Trade, is an anomaly which no Free Trade Government should 

allow to continue: and when that preferential duty operates so adversely to British Colonies, we 

are only exercising what is our right in pressing on behalf of the West Indian distiller for an impartial 
inquiry into the matter, which, we can truly say, has never yet been givem

it was first decided to enlarge The India Committee Circular two years ago, and to 

accept a limited number of advertisements for its pages, fears were expressed that the 
adoption of such a step might tend to lessen the importance of this publication, which has now been 

issued without intermission for a period of twenty years. Without incurring the charge of a total 

lack of modesty, we may, perhaps, venture to express the opinion that the reverse has been the case, 

and no one surely can compare The West India Committee Circular in its present form with the single 

page leaflet from which it had its origin, to the detriment of the former ! That our Circular perforins a 

useful part in bringing about a greater sense of co-operation in our West Indian Colonies, and in 

making that part of our Empire better known at home is our belief, and the number of congratulatory 

messages which we continue to receive from the Colonies would make it seem that it is genuinely 

appreciated. If this is so we are well satisfied. But it is to our advertisements that we wish now 

to refer more particularly. An advertisement may be offensive to a degree, but when it deals with 

subjects with which the reader is brought into daily and constant touch, it may, on the other hand, 

be extremely attractive, and at the same time serve a useful purpose. Advertisements convey new 

ideas, and in the present century of “ hustle,” when it behoves merchants, planters, and estates proprie­
tors to be—to use an objectionable, though descriptive phrase—“ up-to-date,” there are no better 
means at hand for keeping them in close touch with the latest improvements in production and 

manufacture, than those afforded by a study of the illustrated advertisements of the leading manu­
facturers of sugar, cotton and ploughing machinery, which appear in our pages. To this same class 

the advertisements of steel, iron and wood buildings, tools for factories, bags for produce, and also of 

manures and fertilisers will appeal. Then there are the advertisements of the principal shipping com­
panies, such as the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, the Imperial Direct West India Mail Service, 

and the Direct Line of Steamers which are rendered especially useful by the inclusion of the dates of 
departure and arrival of the steamers. A cable company gives directions for sending West Indian 

telegrams, and a page which merits particular attention tells the reader on this side where he can 
obtain West Indian produce, the articles advertised including such diverse commodities as arrowroot, 

banana specialities, cane sugar, cigars, Trinidad curios, Jamaica fruit, and, indeed, all kinds of West In­
dian produce, so that those interested in the West Indies will no longer be able to make the excuse that 
they do not know where West Indian produce can be obtained. Then, again, notices of estates for 
sale, and applications for appointments, a form of advertisement to which it may be found convenient 
to devote a special column if space can be found in the near future, are included from time to time. 
Advertisements are now an essential part of a newspaper, and we may, therefore, suitably conclude by 

inviting our readers to patronise our advertisers. By doing so they will indirectly be assisting in the 

development of The West India Committee Circular, of which the circulation is already expanding in 

such a satisfactory manner. .—.

nbn George CbristalL
The subject of our portrait in this issue was born at Burghead, Morayshire, in 1850. His 

father, the late Peter Christall, was agent of the North of Scotland Bank m Elgin.. Mr George 
Christall was educated at the Elgin Academy and at the High School Edinburgh. His first connec­
tion with the West Indies was his joining Messrs. Gregor, Turnbull & Co. s offices in Glasgow in 
1872 Six years later he was sent by this firm to Trinidad, where he remained for six or seven years. 
From there he went to New York as agent of the company and started the firm of Messrs. George



THÈ WÈST INÙ1À COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. Fel». 16, 1906

Christall & Co. In r895 he founded the Trinidad Shipping and Trading Co
Trinidad Estates Co., Ltd., which owns extensive properties in the Is a . J । d
certainly be classed among the most enterprising and enthusiastic of our West Ind
is a thorough believer in the future of the West Indian sugar industry, which he is doing his best to
develop by the introduction of the most modern machinery and methods of ™al?u^ € ‘ n
a member of the Executive of the West India Committee in 1905, and although his ofice s 
Glasgow, whenever a matter affecting the interests of Trinidad is under discussion, he mv anal) ) ta1 es 
rt journey south to give the Committee the value of his advice. Mr. Christall visits the W est Indies 
every year, and he is at the present moment in Trinidad, having made good recovery from a rather 

severe indisposition.

Sir Ibenrp Ik. HJavson.
Sir Henry K. Davson, the respected Deputy-Chairman of the West India Committee, leaves 

for British Guiana in the “ Tagus ” to-morrow. He will be accompanied by his son, Mr. Ivan B. 
Davson. This will be Sir Henry’s forty-sixth voyage across the Atlantic, the first having been made 
by him many years ago in a sailing ship, the “ John Horrocks.’ He will be sure of a hearty welcome 
in the Colony which he now visits for the first time since his knighthood. \\ e wish him a prosperous 
voyage, a happy sojourn in British Guiana, and a safe return, a sentiment which one and all of our 
readers will cordially endorse.

Ube ^Effects of a hurricane.
Our full page illustration in the present issue will be of interest in connection with the arrange­

ments which have now been completed for insuring plantations in the West Indies against the effects 
of hurricanes, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. It represents a scene in Plymouth, Montserrat, 
some months after the hurricane, which wrought so much damage in the Leeward Islands in 1899. 
The hurricane season in the West Indies extends from July to October, and during this period the 
barometer is anxiously watched and any sharp fluctuations are viewed with apprehension by the 
planters. The United States Weather Bureau, which is maintained by the United States Government, 
has established stations in the principal Islands subject to hurricanes, and from these, when there are 
indications of a storm approaching, warnings are issued by the display of flags and bulletins. 
Happily, as the statistics show, the Islands are not often visited by a hurricane as severe as that of 
1899, when Montserrat suffered so severely, and even well-built structures were wrecked. Now 
that it is possible to insure against such disasters, residents in the West Indies will no longer dread 
such visitations to the same degree as heretofore.

fibembers of tbe West Snòia Committee.
The following were elected Members of the West India Committee at the fortnightly meetin«' 

of the Executive on Thursday, February 8th, Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G., presiding
Name. Proposer. Seconder.

W. T. James (Bermuda) 
Reginald Skeete (Barbados). 
Edward S. Mason (Barbados). 
James Sword & Son.

H. Langridge & Co.
E. B. Skeete.
Hon. G. Laurie Pile.
C. A. Philip.

Particulars regarding Membership of the West India Committee 
candidates can be obtained from the Secretary, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.

Scrutton Sons & Co. 
W. A. Bovell.
T. W. Wilkinson. 
F. I. Scard, F.I.C.

and forms of application for

a Ibunbreb years Hgo.
Towards the end of 1770 the “ Mary Hariotf from Jamaica, was wrecked at St. Columba, on the const 

of Cornwall, and a perusal of the old Minutes of the West India Committee do not convey a pleasant impression 
t le mhabltants # that am™nt duchy at that time, when they appear to have 

y a sPm^ dispensation of providence and human life as nothing if coming between them and their 
/ r''' als°> lt would appear, were not above aiding and abetting the wreckers as the folloi ’in"

extract from the Minutes of a meeting of January 1st, 1771, shows?— teeners, as the following

of Col Chair™an,laid before the meeting several letters received from W. Rawlings Esq 
of St. Columba, m Cornwall, by which it appears that Mr. Rawlings, Mr. Martyn "ami Dr.
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Bateman, have been very instrumental in preserving the lives and property of the passengers 
hT^oasT and that the68^ ri" ” fr°“
hat coast, and that the gentlemen have at great hazard and expense exerted themselves 

in endeavouring towards bringing to justice all such persons that have been guilty of outrage 
or embezzlement, and have protected and relieved the passengers and ships company.” g

•ReSOlVed unanimously : “That the thanks of the West India Merchants be given to 
. Ir. Rawlings, Mr. Martyn and Dr. Bateman for their active and humane conduct in the 
severa 1 matters mentioned in the above minute, and that they be desired to continue their good 
offices for the general benefit of commerce, in hopes if possible of suppressing the barbarous 
custom of making a prey of the unfortunate.”

©rbCVCb. I hat the treasurer do pay from time to time such sums of money as have 
been or shall be expended by Mr. Rawlings or by his order for the above general purposes.”

At a subsequent meeting, Mr. Rawlings thanked the Committee for the approbation of his 
conduct in the matter and requested instructions as to the “Prosecution of a Justice of the Peace 
who had discharged some Jews, after their commitment by Mr. Rawlings and others.” It was later 
on in the year reported that further proceedings against the “ Jews,” who evidently acted as receivers 
of the goods, fell through on account of the “absence of the principals, who could not be found,” 
and as no further allusion to the matter appears in the Minutes, the matter appears to have been 
dropped.

Ube JEffect of Cartels on Sugar prices.
The influence of the cartel in raising the price of sugar to the consumer in Germany is shown 

in a striking manner in the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre. Started on June the 1st, 1900, the cartel 
raised little by little the selling price of refined sugar on the German market, while after its abolition 
in 1903 the cost of sugar to the consumer at once fell. We have ventured to expand the table in the 
Journal, indicating how the cartel affected the price of refined sugar for home consumption, by adding 
the figures for 1903-4 and 1904-5, in order to show that when the cartel expired, the margin between 
the price of raw and refined sugar reverted to its normal state. This table is a most striking illustration 
and confirmation of the fact that as a rule—though there may be exceptions—an excessive surtax does 
not become a bounty until enabled to do so by the assistance of a cartel. The prices are without duty.

Raw 88%. Refined. Diff.
Crop. Mks. Mks. Mks.

1896-97 19.60 27.IO 7.50 per 100 kilos.
1897-98 19.90 26.70 6.80 „
1898-99 ... 21.56 28.18 6.62 ,,
1899-OO 2I.IO 28.36 7.26 ,,
1900-01 (cartel) ... 20.68 37-06 16.38
1901-02 ,, 15-76 37-46 21.70 ,,
1902-03 „ 17-54 38.38 20.84 ,,
1903-04 (cartel abolished) 16.72 24-32 7.60 ,,
1904-05 ... 25.60 31.66 6.06 „

Prior to 1900-01, the difference between refined and raw sugars had varied between 6 mk. 62 
and 7 mk. 50. While the cartel was in force, this difference increased ; in 1900-01 it rose to 16 mk. 38, 
1901-02 to 21 mk. 70, and in 1902-03 to 20 mk. 84. The price of refined was thus raised by 12 mk. 57 per 
100 kilos of sugar. The enormous profits realised in this way at the expense of the consumer 
enabled manufacturers to sell the surplus of production abroad at prices defying all competition.

The effect of the Brussels Convention on internal consumption is shown in the following table:—

Campaigns. 
1898-99 
1899-00 
19OO-OI 
1901-02 
1902-03 
1903-04 
1904-05

Production. Import
1,722,429 1,200
1,795,478 1,239
1,979,118 i,347
2,302,246 I,9I9
1,789,070 2,141
1,921,136 6,862
1,605,437 6,406

Export.
1,010,297

976,164 
1,144,250 
1,216,486 
1,179,119

873,623
766,520

Consumption. 
757,098 
850,303 
775,315 
745,439 
811,952 

1,137,188 
966,014

notable part of his burdens, thanks to theTn iqovoa the consumer having been relieved of a notable part of his burdens thanks to the 
, the dntv from 20 to 14. marks per 100 kilos, and, on the other hand, to the lowering o

the dissolution of the cartel, the quantity dehvered to the
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retailer reached 1 ia7 188 tons, against 811,952 tons in 1902-03, representing an increase of 325,236 
tons or neariy 40 p« cent. The consumption in this way absorbed 54 P« cent, of the production 
The’high pric/of sugar, however, during the year 1905 has had in Germany, as elsewhere, it effect 
on consumption, and it thus happens that in ^04-05 consumption has aPPare"^ 
tons makino- it to appear that a deficit has taken place to the extent of 15 per cent, on the hgu e 
the previous year. It may, however, be safely concluded that this deficit is more apparent than real. 
any extreme of price, high or low, invariably tending to disturb the market and cause a ^bon 
the invisible stocks, i.e., stocks in the hands of buyers, with the effect of making it appear that 
consumption has lessened. There is no reason therefore, to look upon the consumption of last year as 
having been materially reduced, in spite of the abnormally high price of sugar, and the probability is 
that the figures for the current year will show a very large increase on these as soon as the price ot 

settles down to a normal figure.sugar

Ube Cocoa Crops ot tbe Worlb.
A recent issue of the Hamburg Gordian gave important statistics regarding the Cocoa crops of 

1904, which in many countries proved to be the largest on record. The following table shows the 
crops of all countries during the four years, 1901 to 1904 :—

Inc. or Dec. bet
1901. 1902. 1903. 1904. 1904 and 1903.
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Per cent.

Ecuador   22,896 24,965 23,238 28,433 + 22|
Brazil.......................................... 18,323 20,370 20,738 23,160 4- n4
St. Thomas............................. 16,982 17,969 21,450 20,526 - 4^
Trinidad ............................... 11,942 15,955 14,885 18,574 + 25
San Domingo   6,850 8,975 7,825 13,557 + 74
Venezuela ............................. 7,860 9,925 12,550 13,048 4- 4
Grenada ............................... 4,865 5,975 6,150 6,226 4- if
Gold Coast ... ... ... 996 2,436 2,297 5,687 4- 148
Cuba and Porto Rico ... T,75° *&75 2,625 3,266 4- 15^
Ceylon ... ... ... 2,697 2,673 3,075 3,254 4- 6
Haiti.......................................... 1,950 1,994 ^75 2,531 4- i6£
Jamaica ... ... ... 1,352 1,525 1,650 1,650 0
Martinique and Guadeloupe 825 925 1,150 1,215 4- 5$
Dutch East Indies ... ... 1,276 889 1,458 1,140 - 2 if
Cameroons, Samoa and Togo 528 648 805 1,109 4* 40
Surinam   3,163 2,355 2,224 854 - 6if
St. Lucia ............................... 765 785 800 800 0
Dominica ... ... ... —- — — 485
Congo Free State ... ... — — — 231 __
Other countries ... ... 700 700 800 806

105,720 120,939 125,895 j46,552

Increase over the previous year + 3i% + + 4% + 16%
The most noticeable increase, viz., 148 per cent., occurred on the Gold Coast, where every year 

more and more plantations are reaching the producing stage, which requires five to six years. The 
district of Accra alone produced 515 tons, and Lagos and Nigeria together 53 tons, most of which 
was shipped to Hamburg, and consumed in Germany. The Accra cocoa in particular, during the few 
years it has been obtainable in any quantity, has established for itself a ready market in Germany 
and there are times when the supply is not sufficient to cope with the demand. J ’

In San Domingo, where the next largest increase is shown, the plantations are mostly in the 
hands of small farmers, with the exception of a few large estates, the most important of which belongs 
to the Swiss chocolate firm Suchard, and is fitted out with extensive agricultural machinery and narrow 
gauge railways. Whereas on the Gold Coast, the cultivation is almost entirely in the hands of the 
natives, in San Domingo, m spite of the smallness of many of the plantations, they are often worked 
on scientific lines, and as suitable land is obtainable at a very low price, the crop may be expected to 
increase from year to year. F y expected to

The third largest increase occurred in the German Colonies, but in spite of the fact that 
some German Colonial enthusiasts have laid stress on this point, the amount of the cron was not 
really of great importance, though at the same time larger amounts are to be expected from this
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lhe r°g° and, are shipped exclusively to Germany, but a portion of the
is not sTwS^ England Togoland, in spite of its being situated so near the Gold Coast, 

r F adapted for the ^^tion of cocoa as the latter Colony, owing to the small area of its 
forest land, which is the most suitable land for this class of agriculture. Trinidad, which comes next 
so far as increase is concerned, used formerly to ship the entire crop to London, but now sends large 
quantities direct to Hamburg, Havre, and New York, by German and other steamers. In Ecuador 
the largest cocoa producing country, also a very satisfactory increase occurred, namely 22I per cent.’ 
Martinique and Guadeloupe shipped, as usual, practically their entire crops to France, whereas 
Great Britain received all the Grenada cocoa, which is always in demand on the London market, even 
w hen other sorts are unsaleable. The following table shows the consumption of cocoa in the various 
countries of the world during the years

Inc. or Dec. bet.

1901 to 1904:—

1901.
Tons.

1902.
Tons.

1903.
Tons.

1904.
Tons.

1904 and 1903

United States 20,665 23,120 28,508 33,J59 + l6i
Germany 18,410 20,601 21,491 27,101 + 26
France 17,916 T9,343 20,638 2i,799 + 51
United Kingdom 18,908 20,386 17,485 20,552 + T71
Holland 14,373 14,666 16,741 21,124 + 26
Switzerland 4G63 5,707 5,856 6,839 4- I?
Spain ... 5,93i 9,259 6,006 5,6n 61
Belgium 1,865 2,277 2,767 2,792 + f
Austria-Hungary 1,685 1,820 2,034 2,510 + 241
Russia L757 1,818 1,900 2,055 + 8i
Denmark 762 802 1,150 996 - 13I
Sweden 455 591 774 870 + 12I
Canada 459 312 585 650 4 II
Australia 568 554 443 550 + 24
I taly 563 466 468 479 + 21

Norway 368 410 439 472 + 71
Portugal 100 112 136 180
Finland 25 47 61 63 + 31

Including Holland’s exports 109,173 122,491 127,482 147,802 —
Increase over the previous year + 8 % + I2>% + 41% + 16% —

Without Holland’s exports ... ? 116,998 121,471 138,864 —

Increase over the previous year 4- 8 % + 7% + 4% + i4i% —

It would at first appear from these figures that the consumption of cocoa exceeds the production, 
but it is pointed out that in the case of Holland the total amount of cocoa imported is also given as 
having been consumed, whereas in reality a large portion was re-exported.

Cocoa remains longest unsold in London, and this is probably one of the reasons why Trinidad 
and Ceylon firms are shipping less to that port than formerly. The reason why such a large amount 
always remains on hand in Havre is that the consumers instead of taking the cocoa direct from the 
ship to their factories, prefer to keep it several months in bond, as in this way they are protected 
against sudden price fluctuations, and the cocoa besides becoming milder, also dries up to a certain 
extent, which, of course, causes a saving in the amount of duty to be paid. In Germany this plan is 
also adopted by some firms, but it is not nearly so general as in France.

Every year manufacturers are getting more into direct communication with the producers 
abroad, and now a considerable portion of the cocoa, which passes through Hamburg, Havre, and 
New York, goes straight to the manufacturer without passing through the hands of any middleman. 
This condition of things is much less prevalent in London, where cocoa is largely sold at public 
auctions, a method which is rarely adopted at other centres with the exception of Amsterdam, where 
about eight auctions of Java cocoa are held annually.

Ube Liverpool imbibition.
'rhe Liverpool Colonial Products Exhibition was brought to a close on Thursday night, 

February 8th. The attendance amounted to 35,000, a figure considerably larger than that of the 
preceding year, and it was agreed on all sides that this Exhibition was the most successful of the
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series. The opening ceremony on the second day was performed by Lord Brassey, and^on 
HavshvSir Alfred Tones the Hon. W. P. Reeves, High Commissioner of Neu Zealand, ana 
Bishop of Liverpool The Grenada Section, of which we give an illustration, continued att^ 
large share of attention, and the West Indian Fruit Court arranged by Mr. I -Dowd u h ch is a s 
depicted in our columns, was continually thronged with visitors. Upwards of 2 000 .cop « of the 
pamphlet “ Notes on Grenada,” by Mr. C. Falconer Anton, Secretary of the1 GrenadaAgr cultural 
and Commercial Society, which has been favourably commented upon by the 1 ress, were d st .

and much other literature, descriptive of the

Zbe Grenada Section at ^Liverpool.
In this picture the cone-shaped stand for displaying 

cocoa is clearly shown. The curious basket underneath is 
one of the local “ fish pots.”

but also of stimulating the Colonies themselves, 
participate in such Exhibitions.

various exhibits of the Molascuit Co., Ltd., 1 he 
Golofina Tobacco Company, B. & J. B. Machado, 
D. K. Porter & Co., and the Pure Cane Sugar Co. 
(James Philip & Co.), was circulated. Already 
the usual crop of applications is beginning to be 
reaped as a result of the Exhibition, notable 
among which are enquiries regarding the Gren­
ada beeswax, which was reported upon most 
favourably by two of the largest importers of this 
commodity, and for cotton seed for oilcake pur­
poses, from both of which it is hoped, to use a 
commercial expression, business will result. 
Many sample orders were also booked for arrow­
root, cigars, preserves, &c. When dealing with 
the Exhibition, special mention must be made 
of the admirably arranged display of British 
grown cotton, arranged by Mr. W. G. Freeman, 
Superintendent of Economic Collections at the 
Imperial Institute, conveniently placed at the 
entrance of the Exhibition, so that every visitor 
could not fail to be impressed by the work which 
is being done by the British Cotton Growing 
Association, of which this exhibit gave a good 
indication. Cotton in every state of growth was 
shown, the whole exhibit being so arranged that 
the life history of the plant from the seed to the 
factory could be traced. In conclusion, we must 
not omit to say a word of congratulation to 
Mr. Harry Jones and Mr. Albert Douglas, the 
organisers of the Exhibition, to whom the greatest 
credit is due for the successful manner in which 
the arrangements were made and carried out, 
resulting as they did in this Exhibition being one 
which will have the result not only of making 
the West Indies better known by those at home, 

and causing them to realise how desirable it is to

Iburricane Insurance.
TT J are no7 able, to &ive further details regarding the arrangements made by Messrs. Henry 
Head & Co. with underwriters at Lloyd’s to insure planters in the Islands in the hurricane zone 
agamst the risk of damage by storms and hurricanes. They will be found to follow closely the lines 
indicated in his memorandum by the Hon. Hesketh Bell, C.M.G., late Administrator of the Island of 
Dominica. ui

insurances may be effected at the following rates, viz. : 30s. per cent, inclusive on (a) buildings
on cu tivation (excluding bananas), and (f) on crops ; and, in the case of sugar estates 20s Der 

cent, on the b.uildmgs alone, if of approved design. For these premiums underwriters would nay die
of five per cent. the tOtal amount insured on any estate, so that supposing for

example, the damage on an estate valued at ¿3,000 amounted to ¿‘450, they would pav Two’the 
assured bearing the remainder of the loss himself. y P y Z3°°’ the

This provision may appear at first sight to be a little onerous, but the obiect is to nrotert the 
proprietor against a disaster, not against small losses, and, by preserving his interest, to encourage
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him to take proper precautions. In consideration of the assured taking this portion of the risk 
himself, underwriters have consented to somewhat extend the basis of the insurance from the original 
scheme proposed by Mr. Bell, which was only tc protect the planters against damage done by a 
hurricane. I nder the present scheme the assured would be covered against damage done by a severe 
gale and its immediate consequences, even although the storm might not be of a cyclonic nature. 

1 he damage must be done during one period of not exceeding twenty-four hours, and underwriters 
w ill not be responsible for damage by rain or floods except such as may accompany a gale or hurricane 
during the same period.

I'he insurance would also be subject to average, that is to say, in the event of the property not 
being insured at its full value 
the assured would only be able 
to recover in the proportion 
that the sum insured bore to 
the total value of the property 
covered by the insurance. 
Messrs. Henry Head & Co. 
point out that the reasonable­
ness of this provision will 
be acknowledged when it is 
borne in mind that in the event 
of an estate not being insured 
at its full value, it would 
obviously be inequitable that 
the underwriters should be 
called upon to assume a total 
and inclusive risk which did 
not bear a proper proportion 
to the premium paid. These 
rates are based on the assump­
tion that the whole property is 
insured. Should a selection of 
risks be made differential rates 
may have to be charged.

Underwriters are pre­
pared to insure approved 
buildings of all kinds; also 
cultivation of canes, cocoa, 
cotton, tobacco, rubber, arrow­
root, coffee, oranges, cocoanuts, 

Cbe West ^nbian jfruit Court at tbe Liverpool tEjbibition.
One of the most successful sections at the Liverpool Colonial Products 

Exhibition was the West Indian Fruit Court arranged by Mr. Thomas Dowd, of 
Moorfields, Liverpool, a description of which was given in our last issue. The 
stalls were decked in drapery of pale green and white muslin, and the general 
effect was most pleasing. The Court was thronged with visitors.

vanilla, limes, and spices—in
fact practically every kind of cultivation, except bananas.

T'he premiums will be payable in cash before the inception of the insurance. It is hoped, 
however, at the commencement of next year to arrange that facilities should be given for the premiums 
to be paid by instalments, the first portion to be paid in cash at the commencement of the year and 
the second, with interest at 5 per cent, per annum, at some time not later than the beginning of 
September. Should this meet with the wishes of the planters the policies taken out this year could be 
cancelled on December 31st, and a pro rata portion of the premium credited to the assured when 
fresh policies are issued for the coming year.

Messrs. Henry Head & Co. express the hope that this insurance will be widely taken up by 
planters and should tbe business be large and remunerative they may, perhaps, obtain some 
reduction in the premium in the future. By means of the insurance now proposed the planters and 
those interested in estates will in future be freed from the great anxiety and uncertainty which has 
heretofore handicapped their industry, and that their enterprise may thus be placed on a sounder 
basis and one more calculated to attract capital to the West Indies.

Ube TRecent 1Rum iprosecutions.
The Wine Trade Review published yesterday contains an important article dealing with tbe 

recent Jamaica rum prosecutions. After congratulating Mr. Nolan upon the tact he has shown so far, 

and the propriety of his action, the article goes on to say
.. With Mr. Nolan’s efforts to protect the reputation of Jamaica practically everybody in the trade will sympathise.
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but we are threatened with the opening of a much larger question ‘b® ¿D® whether the spirit is

Ml I Ho'be enhgbtened'on the subject it is essential that one should refuse the name of ' rum

‘ the produce of Demerara for instance, virtually all the trade in this country will be found to be in darknes 
Demerara and other rums produced outside Jamaica have always been recognised
opposition will be offered to any attempt to relegate them to an inferior position. By aH means le the J^ 
protect the good name of their industry, but if they go to extremes, with the view of establishing a kindI of ^onopolythey 
will find themselves in opposition to the whole trade in this country, while they will arouse a resentful feeling among their 

fellow Colonists in the West Indies.”

West Inbian interests at Westminster.
The Second Parliament of Edward VII.

Parliament assembled on February 13th, when the Right Hon. James William Lowther was 
unanimously elected Speaker.

West Indian Gains and Losses.
The West Indies have lost many stalwarts in the recent Election, and prominent among these 

must be included Mr. W. F. Lawrence, who sat in the House of Commons for over twenty years, and 
was always ready to take up any matter affecting the welfare of the West Indies, Sir James Ferguson, 
Mr. Joseph Hoult, Mr. Charles McArthur, Mr. F. Platt Higgins, Sir Cuthbert Quilter, Mr. James 
Reid, Mr. Louis Sinclair, and Sir W. E. M. Tomlinson, all of whom were defeated, and Colonel Denny, 
who did not stand for re-election. On the other hand, several prominent supporters of West Indian 
interests have been successfully returned, among them being Mr. Norman Lamont, Mr. D. McIver, 
Mr. Owen C. Philipps, Chairman of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, Mr. R. J. Price, who 
has so often spoken in our support of views regarding the rum surtax, Sir C. E. Howard Vincent, Mr. 
H. de R. Walker, whose views on West Indian matters were enunciated in his book, “ The West 
Indies and the Empire,” and Mr W. Mitchell Thomson, who scored one of the few Unionist victories, 
and who was a director of the Trinidad Shipping and Trading Co. and the Trinidad Estates Co., until 
the close of last year when he resigned in order to devote himself to politics.

^Letters to tbe lEbttor.

Jamaica Rum.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Dear Sir,—We have read with great interest a letter appearing in your number of the 2nd inst., signed by Mr. J. C. 
Nolan, the Jamaica Commissioner for the protection of Jamaica rum, as well as your article thereon.

As one of the oldest firms engaged in the Jamaica rum trade, we cordially wish Mr. Nolan success in his efforts to 
suppress the sale of a falsely described article under the time-honoured name of Jamaica rum but we must join issue with 
him on one statement in his letter, namely, that ‘‘The public of this country have been unable for love or money to 
obtain a genuine bottle of Jamaica rum.”

We ourselves have for many years past placed on the home and export markets an absolutely pure Jamaica rum 
brand of Red Heart, and we feel confident from our knowledge of the trade, that genuine Jamaica rum can 

be obtained from any distributing house of repute.
t4. Mincing Lane, E.C., We are, dear Sir, yours faithfully.

February 13th, r9o6. Henry White & Co.

To the Editor of Tue 

Sir,—Can you tell

The “ West Indies.

West India Committee Circular.

Antiiue? Tho 1 4 iume WAfrni narPe “ West Indian” came to be applied exclusively to the Islands of the 
Antilles . The letters of Horace Walpole, written during the years 1754-5. contain numerous references to West Indian 
affairs, meaning thereby the series of events which culminated in the defelt of General Braddock He speZks of Braddock s 
campatgn in the West Indian War,” apologises for not mentioning the progress of the ‘ ‘ West Indian wlr ” bv sav^^ 
the Parliamentary campaign has quite put the Ohio upon an obsolete foot? in March 1755 speakingof thfg 
their intentions as to the war in North America, he says, ‘ ‘ Their partisans damn the plantations aS^^ T
ourselves in a war for them ? Will that question weigh with planters and West Indians ’ ” Again he a ?
1755. At present my chief study is West Indian history .... this very morning I found * ; August,
of Maryland from the savage proprietors (for vr do not massacre, « are\uch go^ Chr^



Feb. 16, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
77

raiment^o H JeWSi ^arps.” And still later, in 1756, he speaks of a proposed “ West Indian ”
composed of Swiss and German settled in Pennsylvania. Do you know when the North American

colonies ceased to be known commonly as the “ West Indies ? ”

February 9th, 1906.
Yours truly, 

H. F. Previte.
J. Morse, in the American Gazetteer, which was published in London in 1798, states that the 

( ontment was also sometimes called the West Indies, “till its natural division being more attended to, 
it obtained a distinctive appellation.” It is, therefore, to be assumed that the name “ West Indies ” 
as applied to the Continent, was dropped soon after 1776, and at any rate between the years 1756 and 
!79^* L is, of course, well-known that the West Indies were at first so named in the belief that they 
extended so far as to form a connection with the East Indies. The fallacy of this supposition was, 
however, soon discovered, though the name was retained.—Ed.]

The Strategic Importance of the West Indies.
To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Dear Sir,—I have taken the liberty of enclosing to you a few extracts from a book,.by the Rev- G. Croly, “ The Life 
and Times of George IV. ’ ’ It was published in 1830, and the extracts are of the year 1820 ; they bear out what all interested 
in the West Indies must feel, but England seems blind to, the enormous strategical importance of these Islands. I read 
your Circular regularly, it is sent to me by my brother, Mr. Garth, whose estate in Barbados was a gift to our ancestors 
from Charles II.

Yours faithfully,
February 8th, 1906. L. A. Shiffner.

(extract referred to.)
“ Passing round the southern cape of America to the western Atlantic, we again find the British Empire, the 

chain of the West Indian Islands, covering the whole shore of Mexico : the noblest breakwater in the world, 
stretching through nearly twenty degrees of latitude, and sixteen of longitude. The fertility, peculiar productions, and 
commercial value, of these Islands, are matters of common knowledge. The prospects of England in this quarter are 
not yet exhausted. A still more superb vision awaits her commercial grandeur. In a few years the Isthmus of Darien 
will be an isthmus no more, but the gate of the highway of all nations. By the opening of the isthmus the whole 
voyage will be made almost on a parallel, and with almost a single wind. But England, sharing with other nations 
in the advantages of the new and incalculable increase in the riches of the world ; or, rather, taking the lead in this 
great path of opulent discovery, as she has done in all others, must derive from the West Indian Islands, an influence 
altogether independent of he/commercial enterprise. They intercept the whole Gulf of Mexico and the Carribean 
Sea. The gate may be in the hands of Mexico, but the road to it is in the hands of England. She could shut it up 
in a moment. Not a sail from Europe could pass if she prohibited it from her West Indian throne. Contingencies 
like those are deeply to be deprecated. No man friendly to human nature, or to the supremacy of England, which 
is identified with the freedom, happiness and security of human nature, can desire to see the world again thrown 
into a state of hostility. But if this reluctant necessity should arise, here stands the citadel from which the mistress 
of the seas can shake both hemispheres.”

Ube debitor’s S)tar$.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Fri., Feb. 2nd.—88% Beet, 7s. 11 id., easier. , n .. . .. „ . ,,
Sat., Feb. 3rd.—R.M.S.P. “Orinoco ” left for the West Indies.—Articles in The Broad Arrow on Policing the Empire 

and “The Garrison in the West Indies.”—R.M.S.P. “Tagus” arrived at Southampton. Mails

Sun., 
Mon.,

Feb.
Feb.

Tues., Feb.
Wed., Feb.
Thur., Feb.

Fri.,

Sat., 
Sun., 
Mon.,

Tues.,

Feb.

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

Feb.

Wed., Feb.

delivered.—Beet, 7s. u£d., steady. ... . . . ,
4th.—Lady Grey, wife of the Foreign Secretary, died from injuries sustained in a carriage accident.
5th.—Letter from Mr. H. Hesketh Bell and leading article on “ Hurricane Insurance in the limes. — 

Beet, 7s. nd., dull.
6th.—Heated discussion in the Press regarding the leadership of the Unionist I arty.—Beet, 7s. nd., quiet.
7th.—Article in the Morning Post on the “ Defence of Naval Bases.” Beet, 7s. n^d., quiet.
8th.—Letter from Right Hon. J. Chamberlain to Lord Ridley, saying that he was not a candidate for the 

leadership of the Unionist Party, and indicating that if the majority of the Unionist Party were 
opposed to Tariff Reform, the Tariff Reformers would form themselves into a group which would 
not separate itself from the Unionist Party.—Beet, 7s. njd., steady.

gth_—Article in the Times on the “ Canadian Manufacturers’ Association and Preference. —Beet, 7s. u£d,,

10th —H.M.S “ Dreadnought ” launched by the King at Portsmouth.—Beet, 8s. ojd., quiet.
Ilth —Unrest in Natal, Martial law proclaimed.
I2th —Mr Balfour, at a dinner to the City Members of Parliament, defended Tariff Reform.—The R.M.S. 

“Port Kingston ” arrived at Avonmouth from Jamaica.—Beet, 8s. o^d., steady.
T3th Parliament assembled.—General Election concluded with Orkney election, state of parties : Liberals, 
I3th' J?* Nationalists, 83 ; Conservatives, rjy.-Article in the Daily Graph« on the

14th -Mr^A^J1 ^a‘lL^ Conservative Candidate for the City of London.—Election Address

4 published.__The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd., registered.—Beet, 7s. n^d., dull.
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Thur Feb mth —Mr Balfour in a letter to Mr. Chamberlain stated that Fiscal Reform is and must remain the great 
Thur., Feb. x5th. The o of such f( m being more equal terms of

competition for British trade and closer commercial union with the Colonies —Meeting of the 
Unionist Party at Lansdowne House.—Bank rate unchanged. —Beet 7s. njd., quiet

Our library?.
We invite Members and others to send us copies of their works or of publications regarding 

the West Indies, photographs of scenery, local events, &c., for our Library.
In the International Sugar Journal for February, Messrs. Heriot, Prinsen Geerligs, and Dr. Horne, continue 

their respective articles on “Simple Methods of Chemical Control," “The Constitution of Java Molasses. and 
“Chemical Control of Sugar Factories.’’ Mr. Sigmund Stein also contributes an article on “ Sugar Growing Experiments 
in Great Britain and Ireland,’’ from which we conclude that beets of greater weight and saccharine contents can be grown 
in Great Britain than on the Continent.

Rubber Producing Companies of the Malay Peninsula and Ceylon. London : A. Southey & Co , 146, Fenchurch 
Street, 5s. A perusal of this handbook, issued by Gow, Wilson & Stanton, Ltd., gives the reader a good idea of the rapid 
expansion of the rubber-growing industry in Ceylon and the Malay Peninsula—15 companies in the former Colony and 
20 in the latter being in operation. The details of these are prefaced by a useful summary of the principal points of the 
rubber cultivation in that part of the world—and points out the advantage—commercially, of cultivation against “ wild 
rubber. An excellent map of the Malay Peninsula accompanies the text.

“ Cuffy the Negro’s Doggrel Description of the Progress of Sugar.” Mr. A. E. Aspinall s series of West 
Indian Picture Postcards has been augmented by a series of coloured cards bearing the above title, reproduced from a 
quaint old book published in about the year 1820. There are 15 cards in all—6 in Series XVI., Part I. (6d). and gin 
Series XVI., Part II., and each represents some stage in the manufacture of sugar by the old-fashioned muscovado 
process, from the field to the factory, and thence to the confectioners of London. Under each of the amusing pictures, 
admirably reproduced by the three-colour process, is an amusing doggrel verse, of which the following is a typical 
specimen :

“ Then you see the coppers, all to boil the liquor,
In we throw some lime, soon it grow much thicker ;
When it thick and ropy, lade it out for cool-ee ;
Then it hard like rock ! ha, ha ! Black no fool-ee !

iRotes of interest.
BANK RATE. The Bank Rate remains at 4 per cent, (changed from 3 per cent, on Sept. 28th 

1905), and Consols (2| per cent.) are quoted 90^7;
THE CABLE. Cable communication with the West Indian Colonies, which was interrupted on 

February ist, owing to the break in the Jamaica-Puerto Rico Cable, was restored on February 8th.
A RECORD VOYAGE. jhe R.M.S.P. “Tagus” has established a record passage from New York to 

Jamaica, having, on her last homeward voyage, covered the distance in three days twentv three 
hours and twenty minutes The “Tagus” will be remembered as one of the favourite transports 
during the South African War. ««apuua

ST. KITTS COTTON A recent number of The Agricultural News contains a report of Mr. F R Shepherd 
the Agricultural Superintendent at St. Kitts, on the cotton crop of that Island, which was promising well’ 
on the estates visited-West Farm, Stone Fort, Wingfield, Lamberts, and Con PhirL-both’as to 
quantity and quality The cotton is grown as a catch crop on these estates, and when the first 
picking is over, the trees are cleared off and the land got ready for cane. ™ " 1

A MEMORIAL It is proposed to erect a memorial fountain at Kilmun to perpetuate the memorv of 
Mr James Duncan, of Benmore, Argyllshire, the well-known sugar refiner „ memory of
philanthropic deeds were the means of alleviating much distress and who during I gojerous ancl

- ¿A»JSS» itfJZS »£
“ JAMAICAS AND 

TRINIDADS."

rose sharply on February 1st, and as soon

O wing to the heavy and persistent rains which have, it is said reduced th 
of the 1906 tobacco crop to practically nil in Cuba. The price of Ha Pr°S?eCtS 

” — - as the present stock becomes depTeted a feXTaS
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increase is likely to take place. Here is an opportunity for tobacco growers and cigar and cheroot 
manufacturers in Jamaica and Trinidad. If they are wise they will surely re-double their efforts to 
stimulate the rapidly growing taste for British West Indian cigars.
COTTON IMPORTS During the fortnight ended February 8th, 105 bales of West Indian cotton 
were imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.4 od. per lb. ; 
West Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb. ; fine, i4d. per lb.; and extra fine, 15^. per lb. 
1 he demand for West Indian Sea Island cotton is still good, and all desirable lots are quickly bought 
up. Owing to careful preparation of Barbados Sea Island, this growth has commanded prices from 
13d. to 1 yd. in spite of a falling market for Carolinas in Charlestown, and more pressure to sell.
RUBBER PRODUCTION. The Temps of January 23rd quotes from the Bulletin Economique de ITndo-Chine an 
estimate by MM. Brenier and Claverie of 57,000 tons as the world’s production of rubber, for 1904. 
Of the total 33^ per cent, came from America and 21^ per cent, from Africa; French West Africa 
produced 7,000 tons, the Belgian Congo 6,000 tons, and the French Congo 3,000 tons. The world’s 
consumption is estimated at 57,300 tons in 1904, of which the United States took 26,470 tons, 
Germany 12,800 tons, the United Kingdom 10,030 tons, and France 4,130. The Brussels Mouvement 
Géographique puts the production at 75,000 tons.

SHADE GROWN The Agricultural News has been furnished with interesting information as to the 
TOBACCO. growing of tobacco in the shade, by Mr. Shepherd, the Agricultural Superintendent of

St. Kitts. The results were extremely promising as regards yield, the plants growing luxuriously, the 
untopped ones reaching a height of seven feet in two months. The shade grown, however, was far 
more difficult to cure than the sun grown tobacco. We take it that these experiments are very much 
on a par with the practice of growing tobacco under cheese cloths by the American in Porto Rico, 
which has proved so successful in securing a fine quality of leaf.
“JAMAICA BANANAS.” Samples of Canary and Jamaica bananas were recently submitted to the Liverpool 
Institute of Tropical Research, for a comparative examination to be made of their nutritive properties. 
Dr. Eric Drabble, of the Department of Economic Botany, found on analysis that whereas the pulp 
of the Canary banana possesses a slightly higher percentage of carbohydrates and proteids (nutritive 
matter), the ratio of fruit to skin is less than in the Jamaica banana, so that, fruit for fruit, there is no 
appreciable difference between them. An analysis is now being made of both kinds of bananas, 
carefully selected so as to ensure, as far as possible, similar conditions as to ripeness, &c., and the 
result will be published shortly.
COTTON IN GAMBIA. The British Trade Journal is responsible for the statement that the cultivation of 
cotton in Gambia is impossible, the soil being too sandy, and that the endeavour on the part 
of the Government and the British Cotton Growing Association to foster the trade has resulted 
in a substantial loss. A great quantity of seed was distributed gratis during the planting 
season but the crop is recorded as being a total failure. As Sea Island cotton requires a sandy soil, 
we are rather surprised at the failure of the experiment, and are inclined to attribute it more to the 
cultivators than to the cause assigned. The people appear to take no interest in the cultivation, and 
such cotton as they grow they prefer to keep to make native cloths.
THE ROYAL COLONIAL The Annual Report of the Council of the Royal Colonial Institute, states that 

INSTITUTE. the number of Fellows now amounts to 4,491. The loan of <35,020 raised 
in 1886 for the acquirement of the freehold of the Institute building was reduced on December 31st 
last to <2,448 is. 8d., and this balance will be paid off on July 1st, 1906, instead of 1926, as was 
originally contemplated. Both Council and Fellows may well feel proud of this result, which must 
be especially »ratifying to our old friend, Sir Frederick Young, Vice-President, and the former 
Hon. Secretary, of this successful Colonial organisation, and to Mr. J. S. O’Halloran, the Secretary, 
and his indefatigable coadjutor, Mr. James R. Boose, the Librarian.

BILLIARD HANDICAP. The final of the Annual Billiard Handicap was played after the West Indian Club 
Dinner on Feb. 7th, when after a very close and interesting game Mr. Leonard F. Hudson beat Mr. J. S. 
Westwood by ten points, the score being 250 and 240. The silver cup and a presentation goblet were

. 1 hwq;r \1frpd Tones to the winner. Amongst those present were : Mr. Allcock, Major Bare- 
presented by Sir Alfred Jones to A Black, W. Denton, A. Dexter, A. Elder, W. A. M.
foot I-.O.Benckendorff F- Berger H Verge > n Ma L de MercadO; sir Ralph

Seton Pattison, H. S. D. Perry, C. A. Philip, J. Rippon, 
Sydney^ Shorter'/ E. Sturridge, H. D. Swan, Capt. Voules, J. S. Westwood, Charles Wilson, 

and J. H. Wilkinson. . .

~ — Reg« lo;
„»s “w-Aw»»—* f“ ** -
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the Portuguese islands of San Thome and Principe, has been supplied by the striking articles on 1 he 
Slave Trade of To-day,’ which have been appearing in Harper's Magazine, from the pen ot . Ir. . .
Nevinson, who returned this year from a journey in the country, as well as from other sources. e 
system of contracts under which the unfortunate natives are obtained is shown to be a mere farce, the 
people being bought by dealers in the interior in exchange for firearms or rum and driven doun as 
slaves in gangs to the coast, to be shipped to the islands, ‘ whence, as Acting-Consul Brock states, 
‘ they never return, and where there is a heavy mortality.
JAMAICA TOMATOES. A contributor to the Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society for I )ecember 
last gives the results of growing tomatoes in that Island. A quarter acre plot netted from ¿33 18s 
after ^deducting ¿"3 15s. for growing, and £2 17s. for other expenses. Another small plot ot ,\th ot 
an acre ^ave a profit of ¿"20; the expenses in this case being high, ¿"5 9s. nid.. due to constant water 
ing The above were sold in the Island, but a box sent to England arrived in excellent condition, 
and the tomatoes reported upon as being quite equal to those from the Canaries. Tomatoes should lie 
shipped so as to arrive in the United Kingdom during the early spring months, when prices are good.

IMPORTANT TO 

READERS.

The register of applicants for appointment as overseers and other positions 
connected with West Indian estates can be seen by Members at the West India

Committee Rooms. Full particulars regarding the applicants are now’ given, together with two 
testimonials from each. Members receiving applications from those desiring appointments may refer 
the applicants to the West India Committee, who will supply a form of enquiries for the candidates 
to fill up. For Members desirous of having their Circulars bound, handsome lettered cases 
can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2/- post free. Members can have their copies bound for 
the inclusive charge of 3/- by sending them to the West India Committee Rooms. We also have a 
few patent spring back cases for filing The West India Committee Circular, which can be obtained 
from the Secretary for 2/6 each or post free 3/-.

CROSFIELDS LTD. Mr. C. F. Crosfield presiding at the meeting of Crosfields (Limited), on Friday, 
January 26th, said that the year under review had been a period almost unexampled in the history of 
the sugar trade, and had been one which had caused the Board great anxiety, and had resulted in a 
considerable loss. At the close of the previous year beetroot sugar was worth 1 is. 2d. f.o.b. Hamburg, 
and by the middle of January it had advanced to 16s. i|d. per cwt., on an anticipation of a very great 
deficiency in the European crops. The Company was in need of new working capital, and to get this 
the directors proposed a scheme which involved the reduction of the capital. The vendors had offered 
to cancel 10,000 of their shares, which would reduce the debit balance to ¿"51,000, instead of ¿"175,000. 
It would, however, be necessary to convert each of the present ¿"5 shares into three shares of £1 each. 
The capital account would then amount to ¿"125,000, and it would require only ¿"8,750 to pay a 
dividend of seven per cent. The report was adopted. At an extraordinary general meeting the 
directors’ scheme was adopted.

LIFE AND LABOUR. The lecture recently delivered by Sir Charles Bruce on “ Life and Labour in the 
Tropics,” in Kinross and Leslie, will shortly be repeated in Kirkcaldy. The lecture is illustrated bv 
about 120 slides of the Colonies, including a large number of West Indian views. Sir Charles Bruce 
reminded his hearers that the British Empire occupies more than one-fifth of the surface of the <dobe 
including every climate of the temperate and tropical zones, and capable of producing every article of 
food and material for manufacture that can contribute to the needs of the United Kingdom and he 
dealt with the question of the development of the resources of each constituent part of the Empire so 
that it might be auxiliary to the prosperity and progress of every other part. It was remarkable how 
many of the great staples of the world came, not from the temperate regions but the tropics Die 
importance of sugar was shown by the eagerness of foreign Governments to control that industry and 
as regards cotton it was estimated that ten million of the population of the United Kingdom were 
directly or indirectly interested in this trade, and that if the cotton mills in this country were running 
three-quarter time instead of full time, the loss would not be less than ¿-300,000 a week or Asoog 000 
per annum. ’

West Indian Civil Service.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our rprnd . r

Civil Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies as full fnd ° movements of
are indebted to the Morning Post for several of the items of information given be^ow. P°SS’b e’ e

The Hon. F. M. Maxwell, K.C., has resumed duty as Attornev-General nf Rritieh u 1
oi °f the “eTchiet Clerk in plaCe
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„ . WALTER Thompson has been appointed Harbour Master of Antigua in conjunction with his duties as First 
Outdoor Treasury Officer.

Mr John Taylor, Keeper of the Prison, Belize, British Honduras, acts as District Commissioner of Staun Creek 
in place of Mr. H. E. Phillips.

. Colonel Stephen Lushingtom, R.A,, Inspector-General of Police and Commandant of the British Guiana 
Militia, to be Commandant of the British Guiana Volunteers.

A new department of Inland Revenue has been established in Grenada, with Mr. J. McConnell Adams, an officer 
of the Inland Revenue Department of the United Kingdom, as Supervisor and Chief, and Mr. H. A Otway, formerly- 
Tax Officer, as Chief Inland Revenue Officer.

Mr. Harold E. Phillips, First Class Clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s Office and Acting District Commissioner of 
Staun Creek, British Honduras, is to succeed Mr. H. E. W. Grant (who has been appointed Colonial Secretary of the 
Falkland Islands) as Chief Clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s Office and Clerk of Councils in British Honduras.

/Ibail Arrangements.
Outward Mails.

Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for 
Letters in Ldn,

Feb. 23 W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) 
and Demerara Dartmouth Direct Line ‘ ‘ Saba’ ’ Feb. 23, i p.m.

„ 24 Jamaica and Bermuda . Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. “ Port Kingston ’ „ 23, 6 p.m.
Mar. 2 Demerara Liverpool Liverpool Line “ Frednes ” Mar. i, 6p.m.

3 W. I. Islands and Demerara Southampton ... R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Atrato ’ ’ ,, 2, mdn’t.

Homeward Mails.
Date. Where From. Port of Arrival. Company. Packet.

Feb. 23 W I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) and Demerara London Direct Line “ Naparima ’
„ 28 Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. “ Port Antonio

Mar. 3 W. I. Islands and Demerara Southampton R.M.S.P. Co. ‘ ‘ La Plata ’ ’

Ube /ibatls-
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—SAILINGS per R.M.S. “Tagus” 

Barbados—Col. F. C. Trollope. Demerara—Mrs. Weber, Mr. G. E. S. Fryer, 
Davson, Mr. Ivan Davson, Mr. P. C. Hazel. Jamaica -Mr. and Mrs. Vestey.

(Capt. H. D. Doughty) February 17th :— 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred May, Sir Henry K, 
Trinidad—Mr. and Mrs. G. Hyde, 

Mrs. Richardson Gardner, Admiral SirSir J. G. Holder, Bart, Lady Holder, Mr. J. P. Pike, Mr. S. Wheatley, Col. and 
and Lady N. Bowden Smith, Rev. F. H. B. Smith, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Burdon, Mr. J. Macfarlane, Mr. B. Allen, Mr Bird, 
Miss Bird, Mr. and Mrs. Powell, Mr. J. McEnery, Mr. H. J. Vandeleur, Mr. and Mrs. C. Miller, Mrs. Hope, Miss Hay­
ward Rt Hon. and Mrs. J. P. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Raspass, Miss J. Duncan. Dr. and Mrs. Ramsey, Mr. C. Ramsey, 
Mr P. Ramsey, Mr. and Mrs. C. Browne, Mr. and Mrs. Moore, Mr. C. E. Prior, Mr. W. M. Tilson, Mr. S. Berger, 
Mr R Findlay. Antigua—Mrs. Dana vail, Mr. S. M. Stuart. St. Kitts—Rev. Unsworth. St. Lucia—Mrs. Mark 
Kerr Rev. E. P. Harcourt, Mr. A. C. Henderson. St. Vincent—Mrs. and Miss Cameron.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—HOME ARRIVALS per R.M.S. “Port Kingston” (Captain 
.1 Parsons) February 12th —Jamaica—Mr. H. Abrahams, two Misses Abrahams, Rev. C. C. Armour, D.D., Mr. 
Bulman Miss Brewin Mr C W. Booth, Col. E. D. Way, Miss Delisser, Miss George, Mr. A. Harvey, Mrs. C. R. Isaacs, 
Mr lohn I ea C C TP Miss Morgan Rev. W. Marwick, Miss H. Pile, Mrs. T. R. Pinnock, Mr. C. M. Rawlinson, 
Mr A M Rawlinson 'Mr J C. Sharp, Mrs. and Miss Tothill, Mr. Ben Tillett, Mr. J. C. Woodbury, Dr. F. H. and 
M^s W^k^ Mr Tj. Walker, Capt. O. Williams, Mr. W. Gaunt, Mr. E. J. Raby, Mr. Walton.

SAILINGS ner RMS “ Port Royal” (Capt. Owen Jones), February 10th :—Jamaica Major and Mrs. H. M. Alone 
Mr P H Bather* Mr F L Bather Mr. E. W. Bellhouse, Mrs. Couper, Miss Coulborn, Mr. W. Churchill, Mr. W 
Conran Mr J T ¿awsorl Mr T R. Dowdeswell, Mr. J. Egerton, Mr. and Mrs Field-Fisher Col. Festing lord 
„ a Qir c~ Hardv Mr and Mrs H T Kerr, Rev. A. G. Kirkham, the Rt. Hon. Earl and Countess of
Jlthom Mr R Lenthall, Mrs. M. Langdon, Lieut. A. B. Priestley, Mrs. Sewell, the Hon. Major and Mrs. J. Thompson, 

Miss S. Walker, Major J. M. Wingfield, Mr. Cleugh, Mr. T. Dorrens, Mr. P. G. E. Dawson.

Weatber telegrams.
British Guiana (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.) Feb. 13th. “Weather very dry, culti­

vationsuffering.” (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.) Feb. 13th. “Too dry.” Trinidad Messrs. C.Tennaut 
Sons & Co 1 Feb oth. “ Weather favourable, crop progressing satisfactorily. Jamaica (The 
Xct West India Cable Co., Ltd.) week ended Feb lst. Port Antonio : “ Jan. 25th to 27th, 
uireci wcs Kingston Jan. 26th to 31st, Rainy.31st, Heavy rains.”Fine; Jan. 28th to

April I to Jan. 20, ’06
,, ,, 21, ’05

Sugar 
tons. 
8,928 
6,719

Sports
Cocoa 

cwts.
26,728 
18,490

of Iprobuce from Jamaica.
Rum 
galls. 

824,948 
967,180

Coffee 

cwts. 
50,242 
38.7O5

Coconuts

5,087,179
2,729.793

Pimento 
cwts.

' 72.944
131.151

Bananas 
bunches 

i2,68x,230 
7,105,562

Oranges

69.719.5l8
74.932,541
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£be Iprobuce markets' Summary
Sugar.—The market remains fairly steady, Continental holders nursing their enormous stocks . nd <mh fee ng 

buyers with what they require for immediate Consumption. How long they can continue this polca s 1 t < a > 
whilst they do so there is no undue pressure of sugar, and prices do not further suffer. The ov er P^d“Ction of lx t I 
season is a very serious matter, and unless a very large reduction in sowings for the next crop is under aken *of 
present there are no signs, the selling of sugar below cost seems not impossible to last for a con^ 
Voluminous figures on the question of Stocks, Consumption, and Production are generally misleading, and a bird 
view of a situation is often more reliable. If we take Convention Europe only, as indicated by Herr 1 O Licht, we 
notice a Visible Supply on the 1st September, 1905, in these countries of 770,000 tons. We find also a production tor 
this year of 2,100,000 tons in excess of that of 1904/5. we add the 77°'OO° tons Visible and the 5.520,000 tons crop 
together and deduct a Consumption figure of 3,800,000 tons for this year, being at the same rate as that of 1904 5- "y 
arrive at a Visible in Convention Europe on the 1st September, 1906, of some 2.500,000 tons. The point is. how much 
more are we going to consume this year, and how much less are we going to produce next season. On these two issues 
rests the future course of prices and as they are not definitely fixed, an accurate forecast is beyond the scope of the wisest 

head amongst us.
The quotations of 88% Beet on the 15th February were :—February, 8s. od. : May, 8s. 2^d. ; August, 8s 4|d and 

October/December, 8s. 6fd., all f.o.b., Hamburg.

Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :—-

Europe
United States 
Cuba
Cargoes afloat

1906 
3,870,000

130,000
50,000

1905
2,72O,OPO 

100,000 
110,000 
50,000

1904 
3,590,000 

110,000 
110,000
50,000

1903 
3,360,000 

120,000 
140,000
50,000

1902
3,530,000 Tons 

80,000
170,000 »,

10,000 ,,

Total 4,050,000 2.980,000 3,860,000 3,670,000 3 790,000
Quotations of 88% Beet:— 8s. Od. 14s. lOid. 7s. lOd. 7s. ll^d. 6s. 8d.

WaCUUin ipan Sugar.—Large sales of yellow crystallised have recently been made from 13s. 6d. for inferior grades 
up to 15s. for good sugar, with some fine lots at 16s. to 17s. These prices, which mark a decline of about 3d. per cwt , are 
attractive to the Trade and should induce a continuance of free buying. The value of average qualities is now 14s. 6d. 
For a cargo of 96 test to Refiners not much over 9s. could be obtained on floating terms.

Zlbolasses Sugar.—Is in moderate demand from 10s. 6d. to 14s. for low dark to good grocery. For 89 test to 
Refiners 7s. 6d. in bond remains about the value on floating terms.

ZllMlSCOVabO.—Grocery kinds are nominal and quotations cannot be accur; 
bond is the approximate value to Refiners on floating conditions.

ately given. For 89 test, about 8s. in

West JnOfa figures since 1st Jan.: 1906.
Imports... ... ... ... 8800
Deliveries ... ... ... 4600
Stocks ... ... ... ... 13,000

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised ...14s. 6d.

1Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for January :
Home Consumption ... 
Stocks 31st Jan.

Stocks in London : 
Jamaica ... 
Demerara

Total of all kinds

1906.
6000
9000

21,983

1905.
5000
5200
9,000

22s. 6d.

1906.
376,000

7,671,000
1905-
7100
5700

1904.
5400
5100

13,000
14s. 6d.

1903
22,000 Tons.

53°o
26,000 
14s. 3d.

20,056

1905- 
427,000 

8,560,000
1904.
8000

11,900
28,987

Business in this article is at a complete standstill and accurate quotations cannot be givi 
indisposed to make any offers, and the stock, especially of Demerara, is freely accumulating
business may possibly be resumed when correct values will be established.

en.
In a

1904.
407,000 Galls.

9,999,000 ,,
1903
9500 Puns.
9400

29,686
Our buyers are quite

COCOil—Board of Trade Returns for January : 
Imports
Home Consumption ...
Stocks 31st Jan.

Stocks in London :
Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

„ _ short time, however.
In the meantime it is wiser not to quote.

1906.
3072
2276
5118

1906.
14,100

8900
73.400 

prevailing on the

1905- 
21,000 
13.100 
84,900 

basis of last

x9°5« 
2632 
1829 
6213

1904.
11,000

9200
56,600

1904.
3300 Tons.
2487 ..
3706 ,,

1903-
11,200 Bags.
16,700 ,,
82,600 

dz. : Trinidad
There is no change in this market, a steady tone

Su “ “ve 47 s.',” and 7™7d.^ From other

year, but is below that of 1904. See Board of Trade Returns primed^bove7 COnsumpt,on c°mPares favourably with last

mails quotations,

Coffee.—Steady. Good ordinary Jamaica, 38s. to 40s.

Gfnget.-In Tall supply^d^ upwards” "©fmCntO.- ^fl^S

arrOWr00t.-Quiet. Retail sales of manufacturing at 2d.
value a*T3^721“%^ £ J;“™«1' business doing at ^6 tos. Hand Pressed, unaltered.
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Ube Ibomewarb /Bait
W/ITH sugar at the present time actually below the cost of production, it is not surprising to find 

** that the letters of several of our Hon. Correspondents, received by the homeward mail steamer 
“ Atrato,” are of a less hopeful nature than usual, though we are glad to see that the planters are 
facing the position with the characteristic pluck and energy which enabled them to fight the unequal 
competition caused by the bounties for thirty years so strenuously. For example, in Antigua, 
where the new central factory has proved most successful, an elaborate system of steam ploughing 
was about to be inaugurated on Messrs. A. M. Lee and Co.’s estates. Climatic conditions were un­
fortunately less favourable for agriculture ; Barbados was suffering from a somewhat serious drought, 
and in Antigua and British Guiana rain was badly wanted, though Jamaica and St. Kitts had been 
more favoured. The cotton crop was exceeding expectations, and promised to prove a blessing to 
the smaller Islands, in which Sea Island cotton is mainly cultivated. Some anxiety was being felt 
regarding the cocoa crop in Trinidad, owing to the continued drought, but the market remained 
firm, in spite of the fact that prices at consuming centres had fallen.

Dr. Francis Watts, Government chemist for the Leeward Islands, had returned to Antigua 
from St. Kitts and Nevis. In St. Kitts he found cotton looking very promising ; there were some 
very fine fields, from which good results should be obtained. In Nevis the cotton crop was 
variable, in some districts being very good and in others poor, according to the rainfall. It was 
unfortunate that this Island had suffered from drought just as it was making a special 
effort. The Agricultural Show was quite a success, and of a character calculated to do 
decided good to the Island. T^e experiment in cocoa growing at Maddens was progressing 
very well and promised to be a success. Experiments with rubber were being cautiously but 
steadily pushed forward in the Islands, and Dr. Watts was more and more impressed with the 
belief that in nearly all the Islands rubber trees might be established to advantage, particularly 
where this could be done at little expense in connection with already established estates such as 
those in sugar and cotton. Many had been working quietly at this for some time, and it was 

now felt that they could recommend a little expansion being made.
We extract the following items of interest from the letters of our Hon. Corresponden s

Antigua. Improvements in Ploughing-

Writing on January 29th, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner said that the steam ploughs supplied 
by Messrs John Fowler and Co. for Messrs. A. M. Lee and Co.’s estates had ^ved m the Island. 
The deeper cultivation rendered possible by these steam ploughs should enable the lands to retain 

the usually scanty rainfall much better than was now the case. .
The area under cotton cultivation had been a considerable increase on las year but owing to 

th ■ deficient rainfall the yield was not very liberal. Leaf blister mite appeared to be the most dan- 
thc deficient an contend caterpiUars could be kept under by vigilance
gerous pest they L treating the leaf blister mite has yet to be discovered,
„„a Green. w . »• “

» -—* - * “■* ~
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varying accordingly. This was a most unfortunate state of things, the present 
of short crops in succession, owing to deficient rain. The canes seemed fob« be 

western part of the Island.
January had been a fairly showery month for January, and the weath« i had 

less windy than usual ; the rainfall for the month so far had been about two inc In 
started under unfavourable conditions as to water supply, and ponds and creeks v< " .d. 

than they should be at the commencement of a dry season.

Barbados. Continued Drought.

The severe drought was continuing when the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne wrote < >n 1 • na: \ i -
and no rain had fallen since last advices. The change in the canes had been very mark- ti-d 

everywhere they were ripening rapidly. Sugar-making was now pretty general. .m<l the iu < v. •. 
reported to be sweet and pure. The nights were cool, but the sun in the day-time wa- v. i \ Ihi 
The young canes were feeling it very much and would have to be extensively i. plant« in 
many places. Some sugar and a good deal of syrup had already been mad« . The • . 
estimated at 47,000 tons of sugar and 35,000 puns, of molasses.

The Governor had appointed a Permanent Exhibition Committee, of which tin H n F I 
Clarke was Chairman, and the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne one of the members. The Commit tv v 
have about £80 at its disposal.

1 he building of the Free Library, designed by Mr. Bowen, and erected from fund* pi ■ 1 
by Mr. Andrew Carnegie, was opened by the Governor on January 26th. The attendance w.v v< i v 
small.

They had heard with regret of the death of Lord Ritchie, who was one of the first m . ■
of Parliament to take up the campaign against the sugar bounties, when he stood lor the I a. t 
Hamlets.

The cultivation of cotton was rapidly extending, but that of bananas 
checked, as no profit had been obtained on any shipped for a long time, 
cool storage on all the ships could alone restore the banana industry.

had sensibly
Regular mails

It was some comfort to know that some Artillery were to be left 
the sale of lands, barracks and stores was being rapidly proceeded with.

in Jamaica. In Barbados

The report on cable communication was brought up at the meeting of the \g. „ ultm ,| s 
and it was referred to the Committee of Management. At the same time l,m„ . .1 
the West India and Panama Telegraph Company was handed in, asking that the" on 
the Report might be delayed pending the receipt of further proposals from that C , '............„°
Alleyne considered the telegrams of the English election news mL Tsa^ 

together. Much more valuable information might have been given in as many word- ' '

The local correspondence Committee was re-elected on Tanuarv 26th th.
being the Hon. F. M. Alleyne, Mr. T. W. Wilkinson, Professor 1 P d'All ’ T" ‘ '
Dr. W. K. Chandler, and Mr. H. B. G. Austin. J' d Albuiluerq“e. M'• R Omll..„e,

At the sitting of the House of Assembly on January 23rd the Hon H < v
for the appointment of a Committee to inquire and report on th^ pi ’ ' 11 wood moved
tits present Act expiring in Mrtn Aid Ac. „„
appointed Hon. F. J. Clarke, Mr. Goodman, Mr C P Clark w followlng Committee was 
Sealy, Mr. E. B. Skeete and Dr. Phillips. The Legislative C ’ nn J Yearwood- Mr. G. E 
similar Committee. Legislative Council had been invited to appoint a

The successful cricket team was entertained at a dinner at the Ice H
me tee House on January 27th.
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British Guiana. A Request for a Royal Commission.

Mr. Summerson reported in his letter of January 31st that the weather up to that date had 
continued to be too dry, and young cultivation was in need of good continuous rains.

The newspapers to hand by the mail contain reports of a public meeting held at Georgetown 
on the 30th ult., to consider “the question of memorialising the Secretary of State as to the 
appointment of a Royal Commission to inquire into the condition of the Colony generally, and into 
the immediate circumstances connected with the recent disturbances.’’

Dr. Rohlehr, an ex-Government Medical Officer, occupied the chair, and the meeting was 
largely attended by oi riuXXoc The following resolution was carried unanimously, that :—

“ Whereas the labour and industrial conditions of the Colony have grown worse since the visit of the West 

India Royal Commissioners in 1897 > and whereas few or none of the recommendations of the said Commissioners 

for the amelioration of these conditions are being worked out by the Government of this Colony ; and whereas the 

recent disturbances are due in a great measure to the failure of the Government, which, as at present constituted 
and advised, has shown itself unable to develop schemes in accordance with the suggestions of the said Commissioners, 

and whereas it is clear that the lives and interests of all the inhabitants are being more and more jeopardised in con­

sequence :
Be it resolved—That the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and if necessary Parliament, be approached 

and urged to appoint a Royal Commission to investigate the methods of Government in this Colony, the circum­

stances which culminated in the recent outbreak and the methods adopted by the Government for the repression, 

and report upon necessary change ot administration for the better government and development of the Colony.”

A Committee was subsequently appointed to carry out the wishes of the meeting, and to 
receive subscriptions, £2 18s. gd. being collected towards defraying the expenses.

We have received from Mr. T. Sidney Hargreaves, Secretary of the Institute of Mines and 
Forests, and Bureau of Labour, particulars regarding the latter organisation. In 1904 Sir J. A. 
Swettenham then Governor of British Guiana, approached the Institute with a view to the 
establishment of a Labour Bureau or Employment Office which would be able to ameliorate 
the conditions alleged to exist with regard to the unemployed of the Colony. It was suggested 
that a small grant in aid from the Government would assist the Institute in commencing an 
employment office which should, while registering the names of those out of work, endeavour to 
secure employment for such as were eligible. This subvention was not thought at all adequate to 
support such a bureau, but it was considered that with the machinery, experience and knowledge of 
the labouring conditions of the Colony at its disposal, the Institute might be able to establish such a 
bureau on a firm foundation. At the commencement, it was found that a very large number of 
persons applied for registration, but, owing either to age, infirmity, or, in many cases, unfortunately, 
disinclination to actual labour, it was not possible to show good results at the outset. This, together 
with a miscomprehension of the original intentions of the Executive, led to a little discussion in the 
Combined Court of 1905 as to the utility of the Labour Bureau. Happily, the Director is able to 
report that during the time from April 1st, 1905, to the present date, the Bureau has been doing 
steady work. Out of 469 applications from distressed and unemployed persons employment has 
been found for 188; these include all classes of labour and a fair number of skilled occupations.

When it is considered that something like a sixth of the applications came from persons over 
forty years of age, and that, of the remainder, a great many were scarcely in a physical condition to 
undertake anything but the lightest work, the results are at least hopeful. The descriptions of those 
registered include black Creoles, black Barbadians, coolies, coloured Creoles, Portuguese, 
Europeans, together with representatives of most of the West Indian Islands.

Dominica. The Cost of the Cable Interruption.

Mr E A Agar complaining of the breakdown in cable communication, pointed out in his 
letter of January 29th’that the interruption, coming as it did in the middle of the green lime season,
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caused a loss greater than the subsidy they paid, owing to the impossibility of knowing wh-n to 

expect the steamer. (
The Revenue of the Colony for last year was entirely satisfactory, and there was talk 

revision of the tariff shortly, a reform which was much needed.
The weather for the fortnight had been beautifully fine ; it was difficult to find a bettri 

climate than that of Dominica at this season of the year.

Grenada. The Proposed Federation Dropped.

The Grenada Chronicle of December 23rd says : There was a meeting oi the Legisla i\' 
Council on Friday the 15th inst., at which all the members were present. His Excellency the 
Governor informed the meeting that the resolution respecting the union of Grenada and St. \ in< nt 
would not be proceeded with. In reply to Mr. Macaulay Browne. His Excellency said the resoluti.m 

was practically dead.”
Jamaica. The Election Results.

and Canada from April ist, 1905, to January 20th, 1906.
Bananas.

Stems.
United States .. . . . . 11,654,036
Canada .. . . . . 53,328

The question of hurricane insurance was, we are informed by Mr. J. L. Ashenheim. who wi »1« 
on February 1st, under discussion by a special Committee of the Agricultural Society. Mr. R. S 
Gamble had submitted a letter on the subject received from Messrs. Henry Head and Co., in whi< 1 
particulars were asked of the number of hurricanes which had visited the Island during tin- la-t tilt\ 
years, and the Committee was taking steps to obtain particulars from the different pari>he" <»t tin 
damage sustained by storms and hurricanes to buildings, bananas and other crops.

The weather was perfect, not only for the growing crops, but also for the tourist>.
The following figures show the exports of bananas, coconuts, and oranges to the United States

Coconuts. Oranges.
No. \o.

3,286,597 . . 42,810,613

I,352,i77 • - 6.110.900
The elections are nearly over and the voters were apparently very lukewarm. Thu r. — lt. 

to date were as follows -.—Kingston—Mr. Philip Stern*; St. Mary—Mr. R. p. Simmonds* s- 
Ann—Mr. J. H. Allwood ; Manchester—Mr. Arthur Levy* ; St. Elizabeth__Mr C F Uric* /’ 
land—Mr. A. A. Brown; St. Andrew—Dr. J. R. Love; Clarendon__Mr H 
Thomas—Mr. J. R. Watson ; Trelawny—Rev. W. M. Webb*.

T. Ronaldson* : St.

Montserrat. A Record Cotton Crop.

It is satisfactory to learn from Mr. C. Watson’s letter of January 29th, that the cotton 
will be the best yet made in the Island. The weather during the earlv nart 1 
, j f ui r • t part ot January wasdamp and unfavourable for picking cotton, but the bright weather during the oast L 1 11 
of every labourer being turned into the fields.

crop 
very

Nevis. Cotton at the Agricultural Show.

con-

Writing on January 28th, the Hon. C. A. Shand stated that the Cable Suh r 
was to be presented at the next meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial 
sideration. The conditions attached to the agreement between the West Tnd a n ' 
Co. and the Cuba Submarine Co. appeared to be the cruxTf th sit t “ Telee™Ph

out, as it did at present, so frequently, it would be almost cheaper for ane CaWe giVmg
cable throughout than to take over the interest, goodwill and material f th" “mP^"y ‘° lay a fresh 
Telegraph Co. The cost of maintenance must absorb a great part of th > 11,11 Panama
the present rate of charge per word. the annual receipts, even at

*(The asterisks denote members who sat before,)
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Since last mail the Agricultural Show, held under the auspices of the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture by the Agricultural and Commercial Society, came off very successfully on January 
18th, and although there was a notable falling off in the number of exhibits, it was the general 
impression that the quality was far superior as compared with its predecessor. The day was perfect 
as regarded weather, and Sir Robert Bromley, who was introduced to those present by Mr. Shand, 
as Chairman of the Society, gave an interesting and suitable address before declaring the Show open 
to the public. The Hon. Dr. Watts, C.M.G., who represented the Department of Agriculture, 
followed with some very good advice as to the improvement and development of various products 
and industries, especially with regard to cotton, of which there were no fewer than twenty-six 
entries. It was decided to send samples of these cotton exhibits, sealed and numbered, to be 
submitted to the decision of experts in cotton among the officers of the Department in Barbados. 
On the other hand, the class in which sugar canes were scheduled made but a feeble show. The run 
of live stock was capital, and the prizes awarded by the Acting Governor for the best cared for animals 
gave universal satisfaction, the prizewinners being a credit to the Island, the prize mule especially, 
which compared most favourably with imported animals, evoking commendation. The Show 
caused a lot of hard work, but the results were satisfactory, as it had led to a demand for certain 
exhibits, which would circulate money in the Island. A prize given by the Secretary of the West 
India Committee was to be awarded to the peasant proprietor winning the greatest number of prizes 
in different classes of exhibits, and it would probably be awarded to Miss Ellen Chapman, who won 
nine prizes in five different classes, a very meritorious performance.

St. Kitts. The Shipments of 1905.

Mr. Charles A. Smith, who wrote on January 27th, had been informed that in spite of the 
limited proportions of the Antigua sugar crop, the result of the working of the factory had exceeded 
all expectations, and he hoped that this result would cause capitalists to turn their attention to St. 
Kitts, whose more regular crops would practically ensure success.

The following are the figures of the amount of sugar, molasses, rum, and cotton shipped from 
the Presidency during the year 1905 1—12,345 tons of sugar ; 3084 puns, of molasses ; 282 puns, of 
rum ; 1183 bales (263,778 lbs.) of cotton.

Since last mail the weather conditions had been favourable for their later canes, as frequent 
showers had fallen, and although in one or two instances reaping had been retarded, the rains had 
been most welcome. The thermometer had ranged lower than usual, and on Friday morning the 
writer’s registered 64°, which was exceptional even for this time of the year.

St. Vincent. Cotton Exports.

Messrs. D. K. Porter and Co. reported in their letter of January 31st, that by the “ Sarstoon ” 
on January 23rd there was shipped from the Island 13 bales of cotton of 360 lbs. net, and all this 

of best Sea Island variety.
Trinidad. Cocoa Shipments-

The Labour Committee’s Report was in the hands of the Governor, and the Hon. G. T. 
Fenwick C.M.G., who wrote on February 3rd, understood that it would be laid on the table at the 
meeting of the Legislative Council to be held on February 5th.

The Committee to inquire, among other things, into the desirability of re-establishing a 
Municipal authority for the town, had-finished this portion of its inquiry. The votes for a wholly 
nominated Board were equally divided, the chairman withholding his casting vote. For a wholly 
Elective Board there was a majority of one against, and for a partly nominated and partly elective 

body, a large majority against.
The weather continued dry with strong breezes and occasionally light Showers, ideal weather 

for the sugar planters, and nearly all the factories were in full work. Farmers were sending in very
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few canes yet, though 9s. had been paid. Prices of sugar having fallen during the foi 1 null' 11 " * 
proposed to pay only 8s. 6d. the following week, but it was doubted whether this intention would 

be carried out. Mr. Lamont’s arrangement was for 9s. as a minimum.
In cocoa a marked falling off had taken place in the deliveries for the fortnight, and with th« 

present dry weather grave fears were entertained as to the future of the crop. I he market under 
these circumstances remained firm, in spite of the fact that prices at the consuming centre had 
fallen. Fine estates were quoted at 52s. 6d. C. and F. Havre, Mixed Estates at 50s. <>d md 
Ordinary, 49s. 6d. At these figures sales had been made, but comparatively small quantities I h< 
fortnight had been marked by heavy arrivals from Venezuela, but contrary to all expectation- th« -■

Note.—Shipments for year ending December, 1905 Trinidad, 248,746 : Unezwl... 0 -.

arrivals had not affected the market, and prices remained steady at n|d. to i2|d. pei fanega :—

January 7th—S.S. “ Orinoco ” 1,301 Trinidad Europe.

„ 8th—S.S. “ P. Willem IV.” . . 4,708 1.010 Venezuela
„ 13th—S.S. “ Westphalia ” . . 2,300 I.IIO

13th—S.S. “ P. Willem I.” • • 3,465 241
„ 13th—S.S. “ Maracas ” • • 4,755 1,661 New York.
,, 18th—S.S. “ Centro America ’ 75 Europe.
,, 18th—S.S. “ Sarstoon ” . . 1,440
,, 19th—S.S. “ La Plata ” 200 5<)6 New York
,, 19th—S.S. “ Carribee ” 400 20
,, 20th—S.S. “ Tagus ” ■ ■ 1,152 Europe.
„ 22nd—S.S. “ P. Willem II.” 1,607 470
,, 24th—S.S. “ Maraval ” • • 3,211 318 New York
,, 25th—S.S. “ Conway . . 1,850 160 Europe.
,, 29th—S.S. “ Naparima " 1,150 25

Total shipment to 31st January • • 27,614 bags. 4.611 Venezuelan.

Ipcrmancnt lEjbtbition Committees.
I he homeward mail brought the satisfactory news that a Permanent Exhibition ( ommitt . 

has been appointed by Sir Gilbert Carter in Barbados. A sum of money has been voted which 
should enable that Colony to be represented at suitable exhibitions in the Cnited Kingdom ind 
elsewhere when opportunity arises. Now that Permanent Exhibition C
in Barbados and Grenada, we may hope soon to be able t

ommittees are established
o announce formation of similarorganisations in the other West Indian Colonies. In this connection the following c.r:,-,. id? . ' 

which has passed between the West India Committee and the Secretary of State fo. the ColonL
will, we think, be of interest to our reader:

The West India Committee to

My Lord,—•
When forwarding on the

the Secretary of State.

February 6th, 1906.

22nd ult. copies of 
of

the Souvenir of the West Indian Court at the 
the General Exhibition Committee. I indicated

Colonial Exhibition, 1905, containing the Report 
that my Committee proposed to addre^Q t 1.1 . .......... * ■••uivai. .
of Permanent Exhibition Committees in the West Indian Co‘onies^ Pr°P°Sed formati«>n

from
that each Island should appoint a Permanent Exhibit’ ’ r ' 1 ° SUggest,on was originally made

*see ^t f ' r C^nuttee consisting of. say. six members
est India. Committee Circular, No. 142, p. 2.
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and comprising representatives of the local West India Committee, the Agricultural and Commercial 
bodies, and the Government, who might undertake arrangements for securing the representation 
of the West Indian Colonies at all suitable exhibitions, thus obviating the necessity of appointing a 
fresh committee to deal with each occasion as, it arises. In paragraph No. 20 of the Report of the 
General Exhibition Committee of the West India Committee this recommendation is emphasised, 
and it is pointed out that it has now been endorsed by the Imperial Department of Agriculture, and 
that such a Committee has already been appointed in the Colony of Grenada.

3. As a result of the establishment of a Permanent Exhibition Committee in Grenada, my 
Committee have been able already to secure the adequate representation of that Colony at the Show 
of Colonial fruits held under the auspices of the Royal Horticultural Society at Vincent Square, 
Westminster, on December 5th and 6th last, when a silver Knightian medal was awarded to it for a 
display of preserved fruits, and the Island has also sent a very representative exhibit to the Liverpool 
Colonial Products Exhibition, which, as the Press notices and numerous inquiries which have 
already been received indicate, is proving very successful. A pamphlet regarding Grenada, which 
is being distributed at this Exhibition, is enclosed herewith.

4. From the Barbados Official Gazette of January nth, your Lordship will have noted that 
Sir Daniel Morris, the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture for the West Indies, has addressed a 
letter to the Colonial Secretary of Barbados, in which he expresses approval of the suggested 
appointment of a Permanent Exhibition Committee in each Colony, and recommends that a 
moderate sum be provided on the estimates and placed at the disposal of such Committees to defray 
the necessary expenses, and further, he pledges his Department to assist the representation of the 
Colony of Barbados at the forthcoming exhibitions in Canada, and other exhibitions, adding that 
it would be to the advantage of these Colonies to keep their products and resources prominently in 
view of those in a position to utilise them abroad, and to afford full information as to their 
special merits, and the quantities and prices at which they could be supplied on a commercial scale.

5. In conclusion, I am to add that my Committee are now in correspondence with the 
principal West Indian Colonies on this subject, and am to express the hope that your Lordship will 
approve of the action which we are taking in the matter, and will support our proposals, which are 
put forward with the object of furthering the commercial and industrial prospects of our West Indian 

Colonies.
I have the honour, etc.,

ALGERNON E. ASPINALL.
Secretary.

The Secretary of State to the West India Committee.

February 15th, 1906.

Sir—I am directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
6th inst., giving particulars of a scheme for the appointment of permanent local Exhibition 

Committees in the West Indian Colonies.
2 Lord Elgin is entirely in sympathy with the objects which the West India Committee 

desires to promote and he hopes that this scheme will be attended with success and will produce 
useful results, although such support as the Colonial Governments can give must necessarily be 

largely dependent on financial considerations.
I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
C. P. LUCAS.
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Imperial Questions in tbe West Rubies.
Lord Strathcona has consented to preside at the meeting of the Colonial Section o 

Society of Arts on Tuesday, March 6th, at 4.30 p.m., when Sir Nevile Lubbock. < hairman of the 
West India Committee, will read a paper on “ Imperial Questions in the West Indies, 
more especially of the recent discussion regarding the possibility ol tht k<k iati<>n > 
Indies with Canada the meeting is likely to prove an important one. The Society oi Art- having 
kindly placed a certain number of tickets at our disposal, we shall be pleased to send ticket- to 

those of our members desirous of availing themselves of them.

©ur XWrar^.
The Agricultural News of February 3rd, to hand by the mail, speaks most hopefuhx 1 th« 

cotton industry of Barbados. The value of the crop for 1905 is given as £22,530. while 30 t< • 4* ¡h-i 

cent, increase in quantity is looked for in 1906, with every prospect of good prices being n ah-- d 
On the lowland estates, it is pointed out that the industry might be maintained in a high talc <d 
efficiency by adopting a system of rotation of crops, as suggested by Mr. Bo veil. the order living 
(1) sugar cane ; (2) sweet potato ; (3) cotton ; and (4) Indian corn. Attention is also drawn t«» th« 
importance of not picking cotton from bolls which have been open after the plant- have been cut 
down, as by using cotton from bolls which have ripened after the plant has ceased growing, gieat 
danger arises of lowering the whole quality of the output.

Ube lEbitor’s Biarg,
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a li es/ Indian stand f mt. 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the obfect of facilitating reference to th / . ’ 1 ’ ci 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Fri., Feb. 16th—Mr. J. E. Tinne elected Chairman and Mr. G. R. Sandbach Depute Chairman <.f the W : lud 1 

Association.—Severe earthquakes experienced in Dominica St. Lucia St Vm ■ ■ ml 
, Martinique (see Press, Feb. 19th).—88 percent. Beet 8s. oM. quirt.

17th. Cable communication with Barbados and St. Vincent cut off. — Mr. H. Hesketh Bell the m w 
Commissioner ot Uganda and late Administrator of Dominica, receiwd In th- K m ■ 
±>eet 8s. o^d. steady.

18th.—Funeral of King Christian of Denmark.

Sat., Feb.

Sun., 
Mon., 
Tues.,

Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb.

Wed., Feb.

Thurs., Feb. 22nd.

19th.—Parliament opened by the King.—Beet 8s. o-M quiet
20th.—Mr. Balfour addressed a meeting at the Cannon Street Hotel. -Crisis at the 

+ T?Ce at Algeciras reported— Beet 8s. 1 |d. steadier.
21st. The Chancellor ox the Exchequer expressed to a deputation his desire to rem 

Hi Balfour, of Burleigh expelled from the Constitutional Club f.
™ and Free Trade Candidate at the recent Flection Beet <

.—Mr. W. Mitchell Ihomson, M.P. elected a Membe ’ 
mittee.—Beet (morning call) 8s. ijd. steady.

Jonfer-

the Coal Tax. 
suppoiting the

the West Indian Com-

"Cbe IRoçal /mail Steam packet Compand„

L. R. F. W. Taylor. St. Wcent-Mr. J. R. D^ent, CT. M. A. Curran, Lieutenant o V ?

A1? Md W I ;ih

Sugar

Molasses ..

Rum 
Molascuit .. 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Coconuts .. 
Copra 
Cotton 
Cotton Seed 
Asphalt 
Oranges 
Bananas 
Pimento .. 
Spice 
Gold 
Diamonds ..

Sports Of IbVObuce front tho West Snbtçs.æritisb Guiana.
damaica.

ist to Jan. 20th.
Jan. ist to Jan. 29th. April

Jan

■Crinibab.

1st to Feb. 3rd.
Ort naba.

T*« t.A F'-U ...
9596

66

3866 
1354 
3300

82CO

1905.
9244 tons

759 puns.

2963 »
1729 tons 
— lbs.

22,500

1906.
8928

824,948

26,728
50,242

5,087,179

1905.
6719 tons

967,180 galls.

18,490 cwts.
38,705 „

2>729,793

1906.
2656

I 119 
1 -

4,843,980

1,142,800 
536

1905.
3967 bags & brls.

831 puns. »
42 tres.
54 bris. J

2,176,170 lbs.
960 ,,

462,112
1376 bags

— 
1906

26.875

1905

2^78

6772 5254 ozs.
€63 carats

69,7»9>5i8 
12,681,230

72,944

74,932,541
7,105,562 bunches

131,151 cwts.

10,658 5358 tons

w Í 18,0
y J 245

2109 btls.
289 j-brl».

— W ( 6t 2 aS cases.
119 bags.
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themselves how bonds of mutual interest unite the

Gbe West Snbfa Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

Mar. 1st, 1906

Telegrams: “ CariB, LONDON.” Telephone: 6642 CENTRAL.

At the recent Conference of the Labour 
Representation Committee, it was de­

cided to send delegates to the Colonies to enquire 
into the conditions of labour and trade, with the 
object of acquiring unbiassed information in the 
interest of the Labour Party in connection with the 
subject of doser association with Great Britain. 
It is difficult to over-estimate the importance of 
this step on the part of a section of the commu­
nity which has risen to such a dominant position 
of recent years. Trades Unionism, which forms 
the organising power of labour in this country, 
has hitherto been looked upon as averse to any­
thing of the nature of Imperialism, and this 
recognition of the desirability of forming Colonial 
ties indicates a distinct advance in this 
direction, the significance of which, in con­
nection with the trade of the Empire, is obvious. 
Hitherto, the distrust of the manufacturer 
has led to a hostile—or, at least, suspicious 
—attitude of the working man towards Fiscal 
Reform. When, however, the delegates see for 

Colonial industries with those at home, we shall be
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very much surprised if one of the greatest objections which they hold towards it will not have L-en 
removed, and the cause of Imperialism, based on commerce rather than sentiment. advanced enor­
mously. As regards the West Indian Colonies—and we sincerely trust that these will be in< hided in 
the itinerary—at the present moment the bulk of the general publicare still profoundly rant f 
the industrial conditions which prevail there. Life in the tropics is supposed to be one < ' uninterrupted 
ease, and the gay planter is supposed only to have to tickle the surface of the soil t -r it : ■ \ ield wealth 
in abundance—at a minimum cost with a maximum return—and few at home realise the troubb . 
cost and worry which is entailed in supplying the Mother Country with the many important n«< 
saries of life which now come from the tropics. There are, however, two items in connection 
with the West Indian sugar industry which should especially appeal to the BritLh working 
man, and these are the cost of machinery used in connection with the sugar industry, and value ■ f the 
system of coolie immigration. In British Guiana and Trinidad the delegates would see la:_- ta. tones 
equipped with massive and costly machinery, fleets of punts or lines of trucks, as the case max 1 ■ 
stores various in kind, and necessary adjuncts to a manufacture of this nature, and would reaL- 
what all this means to the British mechanic, and at the same time the struggle f
it indicates. Were the smaller sugar producing Colonies as well equipped as the larger, the output of 
the West Indies and British Guiana would be somewhere in the neighbourhood of -o. >o ton- and 
would represent ¿5,000,000 of capital expenditure. The yearly cost of maintenance of the machinery 
apart from the question of stores, represented by this would be at least ¿250«.,. pract.. div ih 
whole of which would go into the pockets of home manufacturers and their empL ¿>ut th( 
manufactured sc is not the only source of wage to the British mechanic in connection with the 
industry. The wages paid to the labourers, and there is probably no other industry in which thLe 
form such a high proportion of the cost of production, find their way home in a varierv f 
such as for articles of clothing and every day use, which have to be or should 1 ' ’
Mother Country, and help to swell the labour bill on this side. The other feature of ¡”r
which the working man of this country would take special interest is the labour m '
regards East Indian immigration in Trinidad and British Guiana and to a 1 Q ‘SJXoallv as
would see in these Colonies a large proportion of the population ’consisting oTbXXc 'J'

from an extreme portion of the British Empire, happv and ■ coolies, brought
development of the Colonies, and stimulating the labour of the ' Per°US’ ass,stlng ‘he agricultural 
purely agricultural imported labourer, living under conditions of hf! wh^T'> "'°Uid “ 

labourer might envy, saving money, becoming the possessor in h°me a”r'cultural
acres and a cow,” but of many acres with kine in proportion growing WStanCes> " three 
dities, and providing the bulk of the raw material for the main indt t Pr°"S1°ns and ot,ler farm commo- 

and maintenance of the skilled workman of the negro race who aidi”S the support
cutters and factory employes. We have mentioned the sLar ’ a °Fm ° ’"aj°r part of ,he cane 

industry of the West Indies, and the one which would bring mo t h the principal
the importance ofcloser commercial relations with Great Britain ■ b Tn tO British working man

„„u ... „ ... cotton tobacco, &c., contriving

i. .he h„ds o, M„h„ Comtiy»

which predominates in Trinidad,
¿"6,000,000, which might be almost 
relations closer.

Professor E. C. Von Lippman, at 
ing of the attitude of German

the very definite statement that “ It is

a meeting of the Sugar Association of Saxe Th • ■
sugar producers in the present crisis in 2 speak-

r , of the most vital interest M o UgaF prices» has made
pnee of sugar should remain at a low figure, for any notable advan °

prices would esDechdk, r..........
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the cane sugar industry. The fight between the beet and cane industries is inevitable, but at the same 
time necessary. When it is considered that the German sugar industry has produced the better and 
cheaper article, and that the economic conditions of this industry are very strong and sound, the 
future need not be looked upon with fear or discouragement. The true attitude to observe, in view of 
the competition, is that which consists in freely stating that we accept an inevitable contest, that we 
are resolved to keep up the struggle to the end, and not to ask for mercy because events go badly 
with us.” We draw attention to this statement as indicating unmistakably what may be expected as 
to the future. The German sugar growers are evidently not going to give up the English market 
without a struggle, and are prepared to go to the bitter end in their endeavour to wipe out the British 
Colonial sugar industry. This was their avowed object in the days of bounties, and backed up by 
these the result would have been inevitable had they continued. Fortunately the competition is now 
on more equal terms, but the struggle will be a serious one. It means, if indeed the Director of the 
Halle refinery, whose remarks are quoted, voices the views of the German sugar industry as a whole, that 
beet sugar is to be placed in the English market at a price below the cost of production, with the view of 
extinguishing the British Colonial sugar industry, to which the abolition of the bounties has given new 
life and energy, and that this will go on until the enormous resources of the Continental sugar interests 
are exhausted, or until the British people no longer allow a British market to be utilised for the destruc­
tion of British industry. We have already pointed out from time to time that the Brussels Convention 
meant, under the natural laws of production, the transference of competition from cane v. beet, to 
cane v. cane. It would now appear that the Continental beet industry is not inclined to accept the 
situation, but will make one more bid for supremacy in the English market. Should they succeed, 
and we do not consider for one moment that they will, it would be a disastrous day for the British 
consumer, and the confectioners’ interest would then have a genuine grievance to ventilate, as the 
market would be entirely under the control of the Continental sugar producer, who would lose no 
time in exacting indemnity for his losses in the struggle. But, as we have said above, we look upon 
the British cane sugar industry as quite able to hold its own in this matter. It has been schooled in 
the bitter school of adversity, and has shown the stuff it is made of. At the same time the serious­
ness of such a contest must not be minimised. The enormous weight of the strong financial 
position of the Continental beet industry, on the other, the fact that a greater margin still exists for 
further economic improvements in production, although the British cane sugar industry is in a far 

stronger position in this respect than it was.

The formation of a West Indian Produce Association, which was foreshadowed by Sir NevilE
Lubbock, if our memory serves us, at a banquet of the West Indian Club, has now become an 

accomplished fact, a company bearing that title having been duly registered at Somerset House, with 
the object of developing the demand for all kinds of West Indian produce in this country The 
newly-fledged West Indian Produce Association has taken over as going concerns the old-established 
businesses of James Philip & Co. and the Pure Cane Sugar Co., which for nearly a quarter of a 
century have been dealing successfully in all kinds of West Indian commodities, and the more recently 
formed Monocane Sugar Co., which for two years past has mainly devoted itself to advertising the 
pure cane sugars of the West Indies, which used to be so popular in our childhood’s days. It will 
thus be seen that the organisers of this new movement have adopted the policy of developing and 
extending existing businesses, and we believe that they have been wise in doing so. The success 
which attended the efforts made during last summer at the Colonial Exhibition to popularise West 
Indian produce made it appear that the moment was opportune for developing the latent demand for
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it, the existence of which has for a considerable time past been recognised. The West Indian Produce 
Association is to be carried on on a business footing, and no attempt will, we are glad to say, be 
made to go behind existing organisations dealing with West Indian produce, but rather to help them, 
the Directors believing that the possibilities of this movement are so great that by advertising \\ est 
Indian produce and making it better known in this country generally, they will not only be helping the 
West Indian Colonies, but also acting in the interests of existing firms who handle it, and who should 
therefore, also reap the benefit. We have never ceased to urge our numerous readers to use pure 
cane sugars and other West Indian produce in their own households, and to recommend its use to 
their friends as much as possible, and the present moment is a suitable one for appealing to them once 
more on this subject. Much spade work has already been done, but the measure of success of the 
West Indian Produce Association must depend largely upon the support of those interested in the 
West Indies, and we have, therefore, no hesitation in again emphasising the old adage, “ Charity 
begins at home.” The West Indian Produce Association does not, of course, ask for charity, but it 
does ask for support on business lines. It has for some time past been a reproach that refined beet 
sugar is used in the West Indies, and in this connection it may be pointed out that the W.I.P.A., as it 
will soon get to be known, is an exporter as well as importer, and that if merchants and shippers have 
any difficulty in getting the genuine article for export to the Colonies, they will now know where to 
obtain it.

117reproduce elsewhere an article which appeared in the Montreal Daily Herald, of Saturday, 
** February 10th, dealing with the effect of the abolition of the bounties on the profits of the 

Canadian refiner, in its bearing on the West Indian sugar industry. The strength of the position of 
the Canadian refiner lies in the supply of West Indian sugar being greater than the Canadian 
consumption, which enables him, by co-operation, to regulate how much (if any) of the preference he 
allows to the West Indian seller, and how much goes into his own pocket. The statements of 
Mr. Robert Anderson to the Tariff Commission, which has just concluded its sitting, appear to show 
that the Canadian refiners are realising enormous profits from the operation of the present tariff, 
actually making 64H cents, per too lbs. sugar, more profit out of the people of Canada than the 
American millionaire trust dare demand from the consumer in the United States. Mr. Anderson's 
indictment of the refiners, which occupies forty-two pages of typewriting, is very strong ' He asserts 
that the refiners are receiving annually in the. form of protection $2,000,000 over and above the 
legitimate clear profit of 71 per cent., as the result of duty on raw and refined sugar. The preference 
to British sugars was given by the Canadian Government with the view of encouraging reciprocal 
trade relations with the West Indies, and to further these relations, a Canadian line of steamers was 

subsidised by the Imperial Government. West Indian planters, therefore, have every reason to 
complain of a position of things which means to them more give than take; although it is difficult o 
see how, even with Government intervention, the Canadian refiners can be compelled to vacate the 
position which the natural law of supply and demand has given them Mr \, d 1 u , 
recommends the raising of the colour standard to 17 from 16 D S is against a h' h S°n’ *
raw sugars, as being calculated to send into Canada West Lin T r f f°r
This, however, might be an advantage. It mX be n b, Y Cf~’Ption.

this class of sugar in that country similar to what obtaL'here °H would ^7’ Sma1' P6rhaPS’ f°r 

difficulty of the sugar consumption of Canada not being big enough to absorb aU W T’ T 
but it would at any rate afford a temporary measure of true reciprocity unt b ” 
consumption, which is rapidly increasing, became equal to the supply But m b bT u
meet the difficulty would be for the West Indian sugar growers to refine their own sugaf C ' V
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In this way the benefit of the preference would go to the quarter intended, and much would be done 
towards giving that actuality to reciprocity between these British possessions which has been the 
object of the Canadian Government. As it is at present, not only does the Canadian refiner reap a 
very substantial advantage from the difference in duty between raw and refined sugar, but also 
pockets the greater part of the 33^ preference to British sugars.

Sir Ibentp JSergne, Ik.G.®., Ik.G./ibG.
Sir Henry Bergne is the chief British Delegate to the Permanent International Commission at 

Brussels under the Sugar Bounties Convention. He retired from his position as head of the 
Commercial Department and Examiner of Treaties at the Foreign Office, in which department of 
State his father, John Brodribb Bergne, had served before him, after forty years work, in 1902. He 
was educated at Brighton, Enfield and London University, where it soon became clear that he was 
marked out for a distinguished career. From 1881 to 1893 he was Superintendent of the Ireaty 
Department, and he was subsequently Her late Majesty’s Plenipotentiary in 1886 and 1896 for the 
signature of the Copyright Convention at Bergne, and the Additional Act of Paris. He was Proto- 
colist to the Fisheries Commission at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1877, and at Washington in 1887-88, 
and delegate of the Government to conferences at Rome, Madrid and Brussels on the Industrial 
Property^Convention in 1886, 1890 and 1898. He was made a K.C.M.G. in 1888, C.B. in 1902 and 
K.C.B. in 1903. Sir Henry Bergne spends much of his spare time in. Switzerland, being an ardent 
mountaineer and member of the Alpine Club. He is also fond of golf, and is an enthusiastic collector 
of blue and white Oriental porcelain. He is another of the small body of strong men to whom the 
West Indies have cause to be grateful.

^be Iking and our West Indian Colonies.
Mr H Hesketh Bell, the late Admistrator of Dominica, had the honour of being received by 

the King, at Buckingham Palace, on February 17th, on his appointment to be His Majesty’s Com- 
missioner and Commander-in-Chief of the Uganda Protectorate. We believe that the King had 
considerable conversation with Mr. H. Hesketh Bell, and that His Majesty evinced much interest and 
solicitude for the welfare of his West Indian Colonies. We reproduce elsewhere a photograph of the_ 
very handsome testimonial plate which was presented to Mr. H. Hesketh Bell by the people of 
Dominica on his retirement from that Colony, as a mark of their appreciation of his services.

/ibr. HU. ZibitcbelUdbomson, /ib.ib.
Bv the election of Mr. W. Mitchell-Thomson, M.P., to the Executive of the West India 

s ¿hi i

was born in 1877, educated at Winchester and Balliol College, Oxford where he S^uated B A and 

interested.

Ube Volcanic disturbances.
The earthquakes.which S^' « Æ

evidently promonitory sym February 24th. The inhabitants of Martinique were reported by
are reported to have taken place on Pebru^ y 4 stricken) and at Fort de France many
the Barbados correspondent of a Î , P p„rthauakes. The eruption of the Soufrière was the
houses are said to have _been em°Q confirmationof these reports has as yet reached us, and the 
CoTonin olceTalso without information, the West Indies being cut off from cable communication.
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1Hew Members of tbe West JnOia Committee.
At a meeting of the Executive on Thursday, February 22nd, Mr. Spencer H. Curtis presiding, 

the following were elected Members of the West India Committee :—

Name. Proposer. Seconder.
George H. Risien (British Guiana). A. Summerson. W . H. \\ oodroffe.
William M’Laren (Barbados) _ Harold Austin. T. W. Wilkinson.
The West Indian Produce Assn. Ltd. SirNevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G. R. Rutherford.

Full particulars regarding membership and candidature forms can be obtained from Algernon 
E. Aspinall, Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.

a Ibunòreò ¡gears Hgo.
In 1775 the growing dissatisfaction of the North American Colonies with the control of the Mother 

Country, which led to the War of Secession in the following year, was evidenced in the commercial boycotting of 
the West Indies by those Colonies, and in the West India Committee Minutes of January 3rd, the following entry 
occurs —

“ The Chairman produced a letter which he received, signed by several gentlemen of the 
West India Islands, residing in London, of which the following is a copy :__

London, January ist, 1775.
Sir,—“ Thè very alarming Situation in which the West India Islands are placed, by the 

late American proceedings, induces us to apply to you as Chairman of the Society of West 
India Merchants, to request that they will not come to any Resolution, as a separate Body at 
their next Meeting, but that they will join with us in calling a General Meeting of the whole 
Body of Planters and West India Merchants, to deliberate on the Steps necessary to be taken 
by us jointly on the present important Crisis.” J

(Signed) “Chas. Fuller, and others.”

A general meeting of the whole body of West India merchants and planters was consequently called for 
and held at the London Taynm Bishofsgate Street, on January 18th, and at the meeting of the Comm-tei on 
February 7th y was reported hat, as the result of that meeting, a Petition had been delivered to the Ho se of 
Commons by Mr. Aiderman Oliver, and seconded by Mr. Rose Fuller. The Petition set forth that— J

“ Your Petitioners are exceedingly alarmed at an Ao-rpAmpntby the Congress held at the City AA PhilaZlphia in"S Àmeri^ 'nt°

September, 1774, whereby the Members thereof agreed and associated for theme A’ ' T u 
Inhabitants of the several Provinces (lying between Nova Scotia and C ¡«“Selves and the 
after the first day of December, J J they wouM
Melasses, Syrups, Fancies, Coffee or Pimento,^rom the British Plantati^^i any
toth day of September, I775, the Acts and parts of Acte^ ‘he
mentioned are not repealed, they would directly or indirectlv exmrt 1 vì ?” therein 
Commodity whatsoever to the West Indies.” xport any Merchandise or

The War of Secession brohe out early in the following rear and bd in n a

North American Colonies from Great Britain. How little could the W^i rfr separation of thelater years during the stress of the bounty competition, w^
closed to them, their salvation would be in the fair treatment accord'd il. J tiie father Country were practically 
countervailing duty on bounty-fed sugar. & t ie &nited States, who imposed a

Sugar Cane Experiments in tbe Xeewarb Sslanbs.

1904-5, under the direction of ihAfoAJr^ T Leeward islands during the season
The observations under review fo™ a continuati Af ASncultur« the West Indies^ to hand 
several years in Antigua and St Kith; ani • OrJ expenments which have been carried f droughtywhich had "affected tL A“f^ P°rtion °f th* -veTti™s
agmnst the experiments, but so far as^nt^a wa^ t “f 1“ had
a-smular position tn previous results. The" seveXiT^Sly Xg 1?

j ---------&, 15. 20«, jj 74,
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D. 95, D. 109. At St. Kitts the best results as plant canes were obtained with thé Caledonian 
Queen or White Transparent. B. 208 and B. 147 were also grown with satisfactory results. B. 208 
as a ratoon gave especially good results, yielding thirty tons of cane per acre with 8,508 lbs. of sugar 
in the available juice. A valuable feature of these experiments is that the canes are now being 
cultivated on a practical scale, and under normal conditions. A useful paper on the true and 
apparent quotient of purity of cane juice is added, and illustrations given of thirty-five instances 
of differences in the case of variety canes. The unexpected low extraction of sugar in some 
instances where the quotient of purity as ordinarily found is exceptionally high has long been a source 
of considerable perplexity to sugar manufacturers, and further research on this subject is much 
needed. ________

Ube Canadian preference.
articleThe Montreal Daily Herald of Saturday, February 10th, contains the following leading 

which throws an interesting light upon the attitude of the Canadian refiners towards the West India 
planters in connection with the 33! % rebate of duty on British sugar entering the Dominion:— 

Extraordinary results sometimes spring from causes that were intended to have effects altogether different from 

those they actually assumed in the 
clutch of circumstances, but it is 
doubtful if anything more curious 
is presented in the annals of com­
merce than the way the abolition 
of sugar bounties in European- 
countries, which was procured for 
the advantage of the West Indies 
planter, is operating for the benefit 
of the Canadian refiner.

Of course, the position of the 
Canadian refiner in the matter was 
never taken into consideration when 
the British Government fought 
around the European conference 
board for the abolition of the 
bounty system. The intention was 
to help the West Indies planter in 
his unequal struggle against condi­
tions that had long proved too strong 
for him.

The matter was brought with 
a lucidity altogether admirable be­
fore the Tariff Commission at the 
Ottawa sittings by Mr. Robert 
Anderson, of this city, whose excel­
lent exposition of the sugar question 
generally was epitomised in Thurs­
day’s Herald. One effect of the 
preference in the Canadian market 
granted to British grown sugar has, 
since the abolition of the bounties, 
been that Canada is drawing 75 %

Silver plate presented to Ibis B^cellencs 1b Ibesketb Æ3ell, CTnSdK 
bv tbe people ot Dominica. (See page 95.)

of her sugar supply from the West .
Indies. The Canadian preference to British grown sugar, whether 25 or 33^%, was non-effective so far as the West Indies 
trade was concerned, while European countries were still paying bounties on exports, because then United States tar in 
legislation enabled the American refiners to pay a higher price to the British West Indies planter than he could obtain for 
his sugar in any other market. This was because the United States Government imposed a countervailing duty on 
European bounty fed sugar equal to the amount of the bounty paid on export.

It was the stoppage of the payment of European bounties, which was naturally followed by the abrogation ot the 
countervailing duties in the States and the rise of the price of beet in Europe to the level of other sugars, that brought 
about the diversion of the purchases of the Canadian refiners to the West Indies. This drew the raw sugars of the West 
Indies away from the American refiners ; but the West Indies planter has not been the person to gain.

Naturally our refiners buy as cheaply as they can, and pay no more for the sugar than the seller asks for it; but it 
is suggested that means should be taken by which the Canadian refiner should not receive the whole of the benefit of the 
preference since the consumer does not share in the advantage. . .

The Halifax and Montreal refiners are credited with an arrangement by which they could effect their purchases in 
the West Indies without competition, and the result of this diversion of trade was to give the West Indies shipper in the 
smaller islands, such as Jamaica (sic), Antigua and St. Kitts, about 10c. per too lbs. more than he would have got for the 
same sugar in bond at New York • but the Halifax and Montreal refiners, finding they were getting a greater quantity than 
they wanted owing to the market going against them in the first six months of last year notified the West Indian shippers 
that they could not continue to pay them any of the preference over New York values. Thus the shippers from the 
smaller Islands in the West Indies have to look to other markets for an outlet, while Canada does the bulk of its buying 
from the larger markets of Demerara and Trinidad through New York brokers, purchasing at the same price or within 
I-32C. to 1-16C. per lb. of what the New York refiners have to pay and pocketing the saving in duty as an additional 

profit.
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The lot of the West Indies planter is surely hard. For many long years he was crippled by the European bounties, 
and just when there was a chance of his getting a crutch from Canada that would help him to move about a little. ie finds 
that in the course of business, others, who perhaps need it less, are enabled to take for themselves what he thought was 

surely to be his.

Ube Sugar Uar.
Mr. Asquith, Chancellor of the Exchequer, received a deputation of representatives of the 

manufacturing confectioners and allied trades at noon on February 23rd, with regard to the sugar tax. 
The deputation is understood to have stated that the industry employed 125,000 wage earners, and 
paid in wages five and a half millions a year, and that the Brussels Convention had aggravated the 
conditions of the trade by interfering with the sources of supply and encouraging speculation, which 
led to increased prices. With sugar below the cost of production and the rise of last year being now 
admitted on all sides to have been due to a shortage of the beet crop on the Continent, this seems 
strange. The deputation went on to complain of the sugar tax, which was, it was claimed, injurious 
to the confectionery industry. Mr. Asquith, in reply, is reported to have said that he had no doubt 
that like all taxes the sugar tax was injurious to the industry affected, but could not hold out any 
hope that this duty was likely to be relieved under existing conditions. He promised, however, that 
the arguments which the deputation had placed before him should receive his careful attention.

Ube international Sugar Commission.
The Report of the Proceedings of the Autumn Session (1905) of the Permanent Commission 

under the Sugar Bounties Convention has been published. It was decided that in the case of Nica 
ragua a bounty existed—and that the countervailing duty previously fixed should be maintained. The 
British representative, Sir Henry Bergne, voted against the ruling on the ground that no clear evidence 
had been brought before the Commission to show that the conditions did actually constitute a bounty. 
The most important matter before the Commission was the case of Brazil, decision beiiv left 
over until the next session on the 12th of March, in order that still further information might be 
obtained.

Cocoa disease in Ceplon.
. . B Mr- J- H. Hart, Superintendent of the Botanical Department of Trinidad, in a recent issue of 
his Bulletin gives some interesting particulars regarding cocoa disease in Ceylon Cocoa disease 
began to be discussed and remedial measures applied about the same time in that Colony as in 
Trinidad where it is believed that cocoa planters are duly satisfied with the measures recommended 
to them for adoption, as there is definite evidence of their value on estates where thXh i 
carried out. The cocoa trees in Ceylon are subject to a fungus parasite which beToSh 

group as that which practically swept out coffee and mitigated the cultivation of ch nconaln CeX/ 
The disease spreads rapidly and is capable of reducing the yield within six or seven XXX VL X ! 
TXToX16'1 a 7 °a a cw.t’;per The bmglis weakens the trees, and spores of it may be blown 
about by the wind and carried to the stems and fruit of other trees thus infecti™ th Y -m , 
methods employed to keep the fungus in check, which have been found effective are 6 °" J

(i) Letting in sunlight.
(2) Excision and burning of diseased tissues on the stem
3 Frequent collecting and burning of diseased fruits or burying with lime 

W ^li.^ ChemlCal COmpounds k—n to be poisonous to the spores

When the disease attacks the fruit, the new and old nods are . c
or buried with lime on the spot. When spraying is resorted to ’thed freqUent intervals and burnt 
of copper sulphate 6 lbs., lime 4 lbs. and water as ™ll 1 ’ 4pods are sprayed with a mixture 
diseased, as many as 96 per cent of the trees and U tn I9°2 cocoa was very badly
attacked by the fungus. The curative methods herein dtscribed iX“"“' °f ?°ds collected being 
within six months an improvement was obvious In 100^ 0 t commenced in May, 1902, and 
35 i in 1903 this was reduced to 7 per cent., and in 100a to 1 perCentaSO number of fungus pods was 
more than covered by the value of the increased crop it 1002 th 7 “ e,xpenditurc which was 
in 1903 It rose with a decrease in the disease to T/mvtX^ a- :

_ , . . What is Wbiske» ’
the decision m the “What is Whicker ? ” —~

London Police Court on February ,6th. He ruled ^North
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barley malt, and Irish whiskey of 75 % of barley malt with barley, oats, rye or wheat, and that both 
must be distilled in a “pot” and not a “patent” still. While most will agree with this ruling as 
regards the definition of the materials from which these whiskies should be made, we must join issue 
with his statement that patent still spirit made from malt is not whiskey. To adopt a simile we have 
already used, the position seems to be on all fours with that of “muscovado and “ crystallised cane 
sugar. Both must be the product of the sugar cane, but because muscovado is boiled in the old- 
fashioned open “ kettle ” and crystals in the more modern vacuum pan, no one would for a moment 
say that they were not both entitled to the term cane sugar. And the fact of the patent still not 
being known in the early days of whiskey surely does not deprive the product so long as the same 
materials are used—of a right to the term. The decision is of the utmost moment to the whiskey trade, 
and is sure to be appealed against.

Mosquitos anò /malaria.
The question as to whether the immunity enjoyed by Barbados from the anopheles mosquito, and 

consequently malarial fever, may be caused by the presence in the ponds of that Island of a small
1 _ _ _ 11 1 ~ Ci v-v-» illirtnf’ ’ <1fish locally" known as “ millions,” and since 

determined as Girardines Versicolor, which was
first raised in our columns by Mr. C. Kenrick 
Gibbons, has since given rise to much corre­
spondence in the West Indian press, and 
experiments are, it is understood, being con­
ducted to ascertain how far this theory may 
be correct. Mr. J. H. Hart, Superintendent of 
the Botanical Department of Trinidad, reminds 
us in his Bulletin, that the Trinidad species 
named after Mr. R. J. Lechmere Guppy, many 
years ago, was determined for the Botanical 
Department of the Colony in 1888 by Dr. Gun­
ther, of the British Museum. It is abundant 
in the St. Ann’s River. The Trinidad fish is 
similar in its habits to the Barbados species and 
feeds on the larvae of mosquitos. In malarial 
districts the presence of this fish would be an 
inestimable boon to suffering humanity. They 
can be easily kept in a small tank or fountain, 
and a fountain with this fish in plenty may 
be considered as largely tending to reduce the 
liability to contract malaria Though small, 
the fish is very voracious, and will destroy all 
the ova of gold fish if kept in the same water. 
If gold fish are required to reproduce freely it 
should be seen that no Girardines are present. 
It has been thought necessary to destroy foun­
tains in many places owing to their being known 
to be breeding places of mosquitos, but it is 
now clear that if these fish are present, a fountain Grenada belles

This is one of the illustrations in Mr. C. Falconer 
Anton’s “ Notes on Grenada,” 2,000 copies of which were 
distributed at the Colonial Products Exhibition at Liverpool.

is not only quite harmless, but is actually a 
trap whereby the number of mosquitos carrying 
malaria may be lessened. In connection 
with this subject of malaria it may be men- , . , , n f
tioned that many of the breeding places of mosquitos have hitherto been overlooked. One of 
these which has come to notice is found in the gutters of large buildings which, owing to defective 
construction, hold in situ little pools of water after every shower—and offer an explanation of the 
commonly heard expression, “ I wonder where all these mosquitos come from ! Another favourite 
breeding-place for mosquitos is the axils of the many Bromehaceous plants which form the larger 
portion of the epiphytical vegetation of tropical countries. Mr. J. H. Hart has many a time when on 
botanical excursions, had to strain out the bodies of mosquitos in order to obtain a drop of water from 
the plants mentioned to quench his thirst. It is somewhat difficult to understand the practical applica­
tion of kerosene in a wooded country with plenty of epiphytes ; and he cannot see how any application 
of kerosene or petroleum to pools and water reservoirs can be effective, while so many breeding places
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exist, covered by a multitude of plants carrying water receptacles, which it would be absolutely 
impossible to eradicate. It would, in his opinion be more practical to trap mosquitos into laying 
their eggs in small reservoirs of water filled with fish and Utvicularias than to depend solely on 
petroleum for their destruction. The Trinidad Giravdines can be readily carried long distances, and in 
suitable temperature they soon reproduce abundantly. A number was sent to Dr. Gunther some 
years ago in a small glass vessel some 6 inches high by 6 inches in diameter, and arrived safely in 
London, but the fish soon died owing to their not being able to stand cold weather.

Ube Gable Debacle.
Owing probably to the seismic and volcanic disturbances in the West Indies, to which 

reference is made elsewhere, the whole of the West Indies (Jamaica excepted) were cut off from cable 
communication with the outside world on February 24th. We are informed by the West 
India and Panama Telegraph Company, that pending the restoration of communication, messages 
will be forwarded by chartered vessels, and that steam opportunities between Puerto Rico and 
St. Thomas, St. Lucia and Barbados, and Grenada and Trinidad will be availed of. The actual 
cables interrupted are as follows:—

St. Vincent—Grenada. Ponce—St. Croix.
St. Vincent—St. Lucia. St. Lucia—Martinique.
Grenada Trinidad. Dominica—Martinique.
San Juan St. 1 homas. Trinidad—Demerara (No. 1).
Jamaica Colon. Colon—Panama.

Ube West Subían Cricket Ueam.
We are now able to give the amended list of fixtures for the tour of the West 

team, which is due to arrive at Southampton on May 26th. It will be seen that
Indian cricket

ied>n, which IS Clue 10 arrive ar soutn ampton on May 26th. It will be seen that they are very 
representative indeed, not the least interesting addition being the arrangement for a match on lune i tth 
with Lord Brackley s cricket team which toured the West Indies last winter. We sincerely hone that 
all the counties will put their strongest teams in the field. If they do not, it will be a matter forVeat 
disappointment to the West Indian cricketers and also to the West Indies, who look upon the tour as 
likely to be of great educa lona value and calculated to improve the standard of West Indian cricket 
It is not too much to say that they would rather suffer ‘ ° an crlcket-
score a hollow victory over a second class team.

defeat
ve the standard of West Indian cricket.
at the hands of a first class tc.

June 11. Crystal Palace—v. London County.
,, 14. Leyton—v. Essex.
,, 18. Lord s v. Lord Brackley’s West Indian 

Team.
,, 21. Ealing—v. Minor Counties Combined 

Eleven.
,, 25. Oval—v. Surrey.
,, 29. Swindon—v. Wiltshire (two days).

July 2. Southampton—v. Hampshire.
,, 9. Cardiff—v. South Wales.

12. Catford—v. Kent.

All that is now wanted is a fine summer and 
youthful cricketers, snapshotted in St. Kitts, in our

July 16 Lord’s—v. M.C.C. and Ground.
,, 19. Derby—v. Derbyshire.
.. 23. Edinburgh—v. All Scotland.
.. 26. Blackpool—v. An England Eleven
,, 30. Sunderland—v. Northumberland and 

Durham.
Aug. 2. Harrogate—v. Yorkshire.

>> 6. Leicester—v. Leicestershire.
10. Norwich—v. Norfolk (two days).
13. Nottingham—v. Nottinghamshire

.. 16. Northampton—v. Northamptonshire, 

nty of enthusiasm, such as is shown by the 
page illustration.

What about Sugar ? 5n0ian at Westminster.

Since we last went to press, West Indian affair« ho i
discussions at Westminster. Sugar, so far as the Government ifconsP^cuous bY their absence from 
attempt has been made to substantiate the extravagant aPPears to be dead, and no
Convention which were so freely made last year wTh tS regardlng the effects of the Brussels 
production, this is by no means surprising. * SUgar as 11 ls now’ below the cost of
The Brussels Sugar Convention.

Since the above was written, and as we m tn m •
Sir Edward Grey, replying to Sir Charles Dilke in the^Ho.VL1^^^ neWS haS reached us that 
could not withdraw from the Sugar Convention before ü” rooS Said the Government
by Dec. 1997. Large questions of policy were involved in ?h8’ d Ce tO do so must be given 
considered by the Government, but it would not vet been

Sight of. He agreed that if a décision to
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withdraw were arrived at it would be desirable to give preliminary notice to the Powers, but he would 
say nothing at present regarding the intentions of the Government.
The Labour Question.

The debates regarding Chinese labour will doubtless be closely followed in the West Indies, 
where it will, we hope, be appreciated that the circular letter recently addressed to the Press by the West 
India Committee on the subject of the South African and West Indian immigration systems served a 
useful purpose. The two are no longer being compared with each other, and it is generally realised 
that they differ in many material and important respects. Replying to Mr. Walrond, who asked if a 
grant from the Exchequer would be proposed to enable indentured coolies employed in British Guiana 
to be repatriated if dissatisfied with their conditions. Mr. Asquith replied : No, sir ; the considerations 
which influenced the Government in dealing with the question of repatriating the Chinese coolies do 
not apply to coolies in British Guiana. (Ministerial cheers.)

Xetter to tbe JEbitor.
The Strategic Importance of the West Indies.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Sir,—I have read with very great interest the letter in your issue of the 16th inst., on the “ strategic importance of 
the West Indies.” It is indeed an unsatisfactory reflection that while the Rev. G. Croly should have foreseen in 1820 
the possibilities and the importance of the West India Islands, it should be necessary in 1906 to urge upon the British 
Government this importance which is apparent to everyone, and none more so than to the Americans. The United 
States have secured to themselves Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Republic of Panama, they exercise practical control over 
Hayti and San Domingo, and say they will not permit Denmark, or any other nation, to dispose of their West Indian 
possessions except to themselves. This is progressive, to say the least of it. Great Britain’s countermove is to take 
possession, according to the Press, of Sombrero Island.

The gates of Mexico are not controlled in the manner stated by Mr. Croly, as the Florida Straits and Yucantan 
Passage are now in other hands than British, and all our love ends at Gibraltar or runs eastwards of that rock. Islands 
in the West Indies are closed by those who are supposed to have been helped to secure them by our moral support and 
thus markets are closed, and the Windward Passage, our nearest approach to the great Canal across the Isthmus, will, if 
Mole St. Nicholas remains in its present hands, or unless it is made neutral, also apparently be jeopardised as well as the 
approach to Jamaica from Canada.

In these circumstances, the extracts taken from a book by the Rev. G. Croly, under the title of “ The Life and 
Times of George IV.,” published in 1820, would seem to appeal most strongly to the West Indian mind, and “ L. A. 
Shiffner ” is indeed to be congratulated, and has done good service in causing them, through The West India Committee 
Circular, to be brought into prominence at this moment.

The fertility and commercial value of our West Indian possessions are as real to-day as they were more than seventy 
years ago, but can we say that the value has been fully appreciated by this country or Canada ? It is to be feared not. 
More serious than this is the great alteration in the preponderance of strength in the Caribbean of other Powers since 
1830, and the loss to England of the advantages which might reasonably be expected in view of early discovery and 
conquest.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
J. Kemplay.

Ube JEbitor’s EHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight tinder review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Fri., Feb. 23rd.—Debate on the Address.—Opposition amendment, charging the Government with bringing the 

reputation of the country into contempt by describing Chinese labour in South Africa as slavery, 
rejected by 416 votes against 91.—88% Beet, 8s. i^d., steady.

Sat., Feb. 24th.—La Montagne Pele in Martinique and the Soufriere in St. Vincent reported to be active.—The West 
Indies (Jamaica excepted) cut off from telegraphic communication with the outside world by 
breakdown of the cables.—The R.M.S.P. Co.’s “Amazon,” sister ship to the “Aragon,” 
(10,000 tons), successfully launched at Belfast.—Beet, 8s. 2^d., quiet.

Sun., Feb. 25th.—Death of the Rev. the Earl of Bessborough, one of the signatories of the appeal on behalf of Codrington 
College, Barbados (1899), announced.

Mon., Feb. 26th.__Mr. Fordham gave his decision in the whiskey prosecutions at North London Police Court.—Lord 
Milner and the Earl of Elgin spoke on Chinese labour in the House of Lords, Lord Elgin denied 
that it amounted to slavery.—Beet, 8s. 2^d., steadier.

Tues., Feb. 27th.__City of London Bye-Election, Mr. Arthur J. Balfour returned by a majority of 11,340: Balfour 
15,474 : Bowles 4,134.—South African debate continued in the House of Lords.—Beet, 8s. 3jd. 
steady.

Wed., Feb. 28th.__I.D.W.I. Mail Service R.M.S. “Port Antonio” arrived at Avonmouth, from Jamaica.—In the 
absence of Mr. Balfour and Mr. Chamberlain through illness, Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister 
being also absent, agreed to a postponement of the Fiscal Debate in the House of Commons.— 
Navy Estimates amounting to ¿3*>669,5oo, a net reduction of ¿1,520,000, issued.—Beet, 8s. 3^d. 
quiet.

Thur., Mar. 1st.—Bank rate 4% unchanged—Beet, 8s. 3d., quiet.
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©nt Wrarp.
We invite Members and others to send us copies of their works or of publications regarding 

the West Indies, photographs of scenery, local events, &c., for our Library.
Premiere Reunion Internationale d’Agronomie Colonial, 1905, Compte rendu des 

travaux. Paris: Félix Alcan We have received from Mr. Heim, the ‘-perpetual Secretary o 
the Association Scientifique Internationale d’Agronomie Coloniale, a copy of the proceedings of the 
first meeting of the Society held in Paris on June 21st, 1905. This Society has been startec n 
the French Society of Colonisation and Colonial Agriculture for the purpose ot -establishing 
permanent relations between men of science of all Colonial and European countries. Joi tie 
scientific study of the conditions of Colonial production.” Great Britain and its Colonies were 
represented at the meetings by Mr. R. Webster on behalf of the Ceylon planters, and Mi. a”“ 
Smith, director of Tropical Life. The proceedings, which occupy nearly 600 pages, detail 
the work of the sections into which the Conference was divided. These include papers on Colonial 
forestry, economic botany and diseases of plants in hot climates, Colonial industries, zoologx and 
entomology, hygiene and rural economy, by well-known authorities on the respective subjects. It is 
impossible, in the short space at our disposal, to deal with the many papers of varied interest read at 
the meeting by men of world-wide reputation in their respective subjects, or to particularise where the 
standard is so excellent. We should like to see our West Indian Colonies represented at these 
important Conferences, where subjects of special interest, sugar, cotton, cocoa, rubber, are discussed, 
and world obtained experiences interchanged.

Tropical Life for February devotes a leading article to rubber prospects in British North Borneo, in whu h . •.. iabh 
information and useful advice is given to intending investors in this growing industry. Mr. James W ilson suppln - the 
month’s portrait of Tropical Life’s friends, and the issue contains much useful and interesting matter in < mnectxn with 
tropical industries.

iRotes of interest.
SEA ISLAND COTTON. Cotton states that there is every probability of the acreage of Sea Island cotton 

being somewhat reduced during the coming season.
CORN FOR CATTLE. Well cured native corn grown in Jamaica has been found to contain 12 4 of 

albuminoid as against 9-4 % with imported American corn, and is thus much superior to the latter in 
flesh-producing material.
MR. E. T. WHITAKER. The King has been pleased to accede to the application of Mr. E. T. Whitaker, 
one of our Members and a member of the West Indian Club, for a nomination as a Poor Brother on 
the Foundation of the Charterhouse.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended February 22nd, 372 bales of West Indian cotton 
were imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.3od. per lb. : 
West Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb. ; fine, i4d. per lb. ; and extra fine, t5id. per lb.

A BAS SACCHARIN. Nearly 5 cwts of smuggled saccharin, valued at nearly ¿700, have been seized 
and destroyed by the Customs authorities at Dover. The saccharin was landed from an Ostend mail 
poTred^into thTsT " declaration' H was taken out into the bay and

INSURANCE. Among the passengers in the R M S P Co ’c “ Atrnto ” i ■ u i
will be Mr. Christopher Head, of the firm of Henrv Head'& Co who ’ \x nch leaves to-morrow, 
complete the arrangements for insuring against hurricanes earttauakes8^™^^^
by Mr. H. Hesketh Bell, late Administrator of Dominica earthquakes’ &c” on the Iines suggested

N- -W — »1» ...
be I25 years old at the time of her death A Y MagdalPne J°sePh was authoritatively stated to 
powerful Yoruba tribe, and was carried as a slave to TYink^^ bl°°d’ bel°nged to the

to the expansion of production gofng on in^ah Tirections^ °fl the pros,pects of rubber, draws attention 
face of the number of projected Rubber cukivah ’ 'u tO fortunate fact that although in
it remains firm. The equM C°"siderably Curbed,
no limit to the latter. J equal to the demand, although at present there seems

CANADA & MOLASSES. Inordprtnnr^nt i
»P.™»»,
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ruled that all molasses imported polarising over 52 degrees shall pay the same duty as raw sugar 
testing 75 degrees. High grade muscovado molasses will consequently run considerable danger of 
being affected by this decision.

RUM AND TOBACCO. At the December meeting of the Jamaica Board of Agriculture a standard for 
Jamaica rum of 200 parts of ethers per 100,000, was approved of. The Director of Public Gardens 
also reported that the sailors’ opinion, in the Navy, as to the tobacco issued to them on trial, was that 
the pipe variety was objected to, but that the cigarette tobacco met with favour. The British tar as a 
cigarette smoker is appearing in a new light.

AN IDEAL PRICE. The Mackay Mercury states that the Colonial Sugar Refining Company for the year 
1005 has paid,in addition to the rate paid at scale on the tram lines of 14s. per ton, a bonus of 2S. 3|d., 
bringing up the value to the growers to 16s. 3td„ a fraction higher than the record price of i9o3. The 
Queensland planter gets a bounty of somewhere about ^2 a ton, but even with this taken into 
consideration, the price is high. No mention is made as to the quality of the juice.

GUIANA’S FRUITS. Thanks to the enterprise of the Hon. B. Howell Jones, there at last seems to be a 
prospect of British Guiana making a fruit exhibit at one of the forthcoming Horticultural Shows. 
This gentleman raised the question at a meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society in Georgetown on 
January 18th, when a resolution was passed pledging the Society to show cultivators how the fruit 
should be packed and forwarded to London. In order to see exactly what is wanted, Mr Jones has 
conceived the excellent idea of having specimen boxes of oranges sent out from London to the Colony.

AT LAST ' A new sugar plant from South America has been reported to have been discovered,
rejoicing in the elegant name of Eupatorium Rebandium. Although not acquiring greater statue than 
ten inches, compensation for this is found in its sugar contents, stated to be thirty times as high as 
that of the sugar cane, or say 35° %■ We have heard of the ideal cane which consisted entirely o 
sugar held together by the atmosphere, but this goes further. As we presume the new discovery will 
only grow in the tropics, the Continental beet industry is now doomed and the markets o the world 
wih be flooded with the product of this bountiful- though not, we hope bounty-fed-plant. The 
soul of confectioners should be comforted, and the hearts of jam makers made glad.

Mr Frank Cundall, the Secretary of the Institute of Jamaica, is preparing for 
publication a reprint, with notes and a historical introduction, of Lady Nugents 

Journal. M
a voyage to an res Geor<ye Nugent, her distinguished father, who was a Royalist of New
Lady Nugent, her h ^ar of Independence, Admiral Duckworth, and views of the
Jersey, who shePvisited. The book, a copy of which is already in

TWO LECTURES ON The lecture to be delivered by Sir Nevile Lubbock before the Colonial Section of

THE WEST INDIES. the Society oLArts W ;
Tuesday, March 6th, will be followed Dy a meeur g Wes/Indian Policy.” Miss de Thierry has 
before which de Thie^^^ in particular the defences of the Empire, and having
made a close study of Imper q interests in the West Indies, and the strategical value of
regard to the rapid extension frenuentlv laid stress in the Circular, the meeting promises to be
these Colonies, on which we ha^8^ Society of Arts and the Royal Colonial
SsWute wXve b^able to make^rrangements for those of our Members who wish to do so to 
attend theX meetings, and a card has been circulated on the subject.

LADY NUGENTS 

JOURNAL

West Indian Civil Service.
r with a view to making our record of movements of

We invite the ^s818^^ the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible. We
Civil Servants, in and connected wffh the tsriusn °f information given below.
are indebted to the Morning. * ^or appoilited a Government Medical Officer of British Guiana.

Dr. A. C. L. La renais, . ' ’ ’ appointed A D.C. to the Governor of the Windward Islands.

Ueut. E. C. Wright, has returned to the Colony and resumed the
Mr. W. H. A. Burrowes, Commissary ot laxa

duties of his office. the B M I Volunteers, British Honduras, has been promoted to
Lieut, the Hon. F. M. Maxwell, Commanding the D.M.i.

the rank of Captain.
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Mr. W. F. Smartt, L;R.C.S., L.A.H., Government Medical Officer, British Guiana, lias been granted three months' 
leave of absence from January 17th, with an extension of leave for nine months.

Mr. C. W. Anderson and Mr. E. L. Melville, of the Department of Lands and Mines, British Guiana, have 
been selected as Commissioners to define the boundary between British Guiana and Brazil, in accordance with the award 
of the King of Italy.

Dr. K. S. Wise, M.R.C.S., has proceeded to British Guiana in the capacity of Government Bacteriologist, a new 
appointment connected with the Public Hospital, Georgetown. Dr. Wise has been for some time connected with the 
London School of Tropical Medicine.

During the absence from British Guiana of the Hon. Jacob H. de Jonge, Consul for the Netherlands and Sweden. 
Mr. H. D. Seedorff will discharge the duties of the Consulate, and Mr. Alexander P. P. Mackey has l>een appointed 
provisionally a Member of the Executive Council.

Weather Uelegrams.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller) Feb. 26th. “ Very dry, rain wanted." British 

Guiana (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.) Feb. 21st. “Two inches rain have fallen on the east 
coast, one meh rain has fallen on the west coast, rain is wanted in Essequibo.” (Messrs. Booker 
Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd.) Feb. 21st. “ Some acceptable rains have fallen in Demerara Countv 
Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.) week ended Feb. 15th. Port -\xtomo- 
“8th to 14th, fine.” Kingston: “ 14th, rain.”

ube /¡bails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—SAI LI NGS per RMS ‘AtraM” mani r u e*Barbados-Mrs. Reece, Mr. and Mrs. E. B. James, Mrs. Ware! Mr, Hol“ss filah. J'T’ T 3l:d 

Mr. Geo. Bell. Trinidad-Mr. and Mrs. C. Atkins, Mrs. (Instance, Mr Th£n“ DrllteT Mr^nd t " M r'3'“
Mr. aijd Mrs. H. Pawson, Rev. and Mrs. Beech, Mr. L. Santelli Miss Ward Mr’ a /L M»?ses Benson,
son. Hrs Excellency Sir E. B. and Lady Sweet-Escott, Mr. Becke’, Miss Whyman.' Grenada-M,L M- S,mp'

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service.—SAILINGS per RMS “ Pnrt iGnw + ” n
February 24th :—Jamaica—MissF. Bull, Col. H. 1. Blagrove. Mr Parsons).
W. H. Burdekin, Mr. J. F. Bolt, Mr. k’ Brown General Sir Fa nd T adv r ’ ?J Barlow, Mr. C. H. Bennett. Mr 
Craven, Mr. E. A. Cliff-McCulloch, Mrs. Clever, Miss B Coke Mr H M(t and M’SS Mr p A
Mr. T Cooper, Mr. W. Dust, Miss Dodd, Mr. C. H. Delgado Mr’ G H Ea^nn G’ X C°X' Mrs CIewer-
S. Gordon Mr. J. Hornby, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. E. Hemins Mrs' Ya^ieson M^V p Mr

Lieut. R R. Leader, Lieut, and Mrs. H. P. Mackenzie, Mr. and Mrs W G Nixev a? ’ F’ R Loveband.
Roberts, Mr. G. A. Sutherland, Mr. C. Sellars, Mr^. and Miss Leers Mrs' Kuston- H
Scott, Wilson. Miss V. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Wvndham M^H ^ss S°araes Mr. C W
Wilson, Mr. B. Wilson. Bermuda—Mr. G. S. Ball Mrs and twn Mi««*« w ' H ^ ake. Miss D. \\ yllarde. Mr. S. G. 
Stranbenzee, Mr. W. R. Scotland. ’ ° Mlsses Hunter, Miss Roberts, Major and Mrs Van

Miss AHBeLArdfiLieutS M^.T* ^x"^^ L" a^’M^ ^">-<=3- Mrs. E. E. Biacker 

Mr. and Mrs. Merry, Mr. Nardlinger, Mr. R. Schult. Mr. M. C Solomon Ws wlu^M^^ Ymtc K°'P

/ibail Arrangements,

Date.

Mar. 9

„ io 
.. 17

Destination.

W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) 
and Demerara

Jamaica
W. I. Islands and Demerara

Outward Mails.

Port of Dep. Company.

Dartmouth ... Direct Line
Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M S
Southampton... R.M.s'p Co

Packet.

Sarstoon ” 
“ Port Antonio 
* * La Plata ’ ’

Date.

Mar. 10 
„ 14 

Mar. 17

Homeward Mails.
Where From.

jlL’ic“ eX“Pted) and '■"—ara “Lo^on”-''“1

w. I. Islands and Demerara ... ................. Avonmouth...
Southampton

Closing for 
Letters in Ldn.

Mar. 9, noon.
»» 9. 6 p.m.
.. 16, mdn’t.

Company.

Direct Line 
ID.W.I.M.S. 
R M.S.P. Co.

Packet.

Statia ’ ’ 
“Port Royal ” 
“ Magdalena ”

Bananas 
bunches 

12.987,197 
7.429,909

Sugar 
tons.

9.259
7.386

Sports Of IPro&uce from Jamaica.

April i to Feb. 3, ’06
.................  4. ’05

Cocoa 
cwts.
27.967
19.692

Rum 
galls. 

850,318 
990,729

Coffee 
cwts. 

61,251 
44.316

Coconuts

5.480,329
2.975.693

Pimento 
cwts.

81,724
I35.4I4

Oranges

70.318,218
75,524.541
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present 
Amount.

Stock or 
Shares.

Some West Indian Securities.
fpaib. Divibenb. price.

100,0001. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4% 100-102
375,0001. » Barbados- - 3i » » 1925-42... ... 100 3*% 99-101xd
ig4,5ool. British Guiana 4 „ „ *935 ••• 100 4 % 104-106
123,670!. Grenada - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 102 104
i,og8,go71. Jamaica - - 4 „ „ 1934... 100 4% 109-111

85.4791- » St. Lucia - - 4 „ 1919-44... 100 4 % 101-103
422,593I. Trinidad - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 101-103
6oo,oool. » Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44... 100 3% 88 90
100,000 20 Colonial Bank ... ¿6 7% 6J-7

15,000 100 Royal Mail Steam Packet Company ----- ... ... 85 •— 53-54
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 4* % 89-92
26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5 —
46,874 5 „ „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref. 5 — 2|3i

347.500I. Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 83 85
345,000!. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6% 101-106
165,000!. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock ... 100 — ■ 15-18
115,000!. Stock. „ „ „ 7% Preference 100 4 % 86-83
31.250 10 „ „ „ 4 % Extension Preference... 10 4S. 8 9
70,0001.
70,000!.

Stock.
100

„ „ „ „ Perpetual Deb. Stock
Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within 

Nos. 1 to 1200) red.

100

100

4%

4i%

96-98

99|-101|
12,000
42,3001.

5 
100

Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd. ...
Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4$% 1st Mtge. Deb.

(within 1 to 1200) red...................... .............................

£2 10 0

100

6 %

4i% 99i-10L
10,000 5 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd....................................... 5 5 % —
88,321 10 W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ... 10 — i-f
34.563 10 „ „ „ „ „ 6% Cum. 1st Pref. 10 5s- 8i-8f
4.66g 10 „ h u u " " H 2nd n 10 — 6p7|

8o,oool. 100 „ - „ „ u 5% Deb....................... 100 5% 100-103

The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd. —Registered February 14th. Capital
<5 000 in /T shares. Objects, to acquire and take over the business of James Philip & Co. and the
Pure Cane Sugar Co., and to carry on business as caterers, contractors, grocers, provision dealers,
wine and spirit merchants, dealers in tobacco and cigars, &c. Directors qualification, 250 shares.
The first Directors are H. F. Previte, Algernon E. Aspinall, E. R. Davson and 
signatories are :—

Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G., 20, Eastcheap, E.C. ... ..............................
Sir Henry K. Davson, 7g, Mark Lane, E.C. ... ... .............................
Algernon E. Aspinall, 2, Hare Court, Temple, E.C. ..........................................
Edward R. Davson, 7g, Mark Lane, E.C................................................................
C. A. Philip, 4. Fenchurch Buildings, E.C. ... ... ... ................
H. F. Previte, 24, Ryder Street, St. James’s, S.W. ... ..............................
R. Rutherford, 34, Great Tower Street, E.C....

C. A. Philip. The

Shares.
50
50

500
450

50
500

5

T he registered offices of the Company are 4, Fenchurch Buildings, London, E.C.
The New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co.—Under the operation of the sinking fund, this

Company has recently redeemed and cancelled 77 Bonds of ^fioo each of the 
Debentures.

6 % first Mortgage

The Bank Rate remains at 4 % (changed from 3 % on Sept. 28th, 1 
(2^ %) are quoted 89^.

905), and Consols

Œbe ipro&uce illJarhets’ Sununarç.
Coffee—Steady. Good ordinary Jamaica, 38s. to 40s.
Nutmegs.__Firm. Recent sales of West India include 53’s at is. gd., 74’s is. 4d., 85’s is. id., 94’s g|d., 105’s gd., 

and smalls at 8d. to 8|d. and down to 6d. In shell 5^d, to 5|d. Mace.—Firm. Pale sold from is. 5d. to is. nd. and 
red at is. 6d. and is, yd. with broken at is. 2d. Ginger. —Nothing passing. Medium qualities of Jamaica 48s. upwards. 
Pimento.—Easier. Fair 2|d.

Arrowroot.—More doing, and fully 1000 barrels manufacturing St. Vincent sold from i£d. to 2d.

Lime Juice.__Slow at lod. to is, id. Concentrated, steady at /17. Hand Pressed, value 2s. 3d. to 2s. 6d, 
Distilled Oil, unchanged at is. ¿d.
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Ube iprobuce /Ibarkets’ Summary—continued.

SUGAR. F. O. Licht’s Consumption, Sept./Jan., 5 months.
1905/6.. 1904/5. 1903/4-

Germany 483,118 432,712 519.433 Tons

Austria 218,208 187,072 221,380
France 281,919 294.494 405.937 ..
Holland and Belgium ... 78,003 77,026 98.233 ,,
England ... 747.350 709,215 539.675

Convention Europe 1,808,000 1,700,000 1,784,000
Increase over 1904/5, 108,000 tons and over 1903/4, 24,000 tons.

F. O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st February, even dates.
1906. 1905- 1904.

Convention Europe ... 3,847,000 2,520,000 3.495.000 Tons
United States, Cuba, and afloat 237,000 323,000 300,000

Total 4,084,000 2,843,000 3,795,000
Excess over last year, 1,241,000 tons, and over 1904, 289,000 tons.
F. O. Licht’s Latest Estimates of Beet Crops.

1905/6 1904/5- 1903/4-
Convention Europe ... 5,545,000 3,423,000 4,233,000 Tons
Other Countries ... 1,410,000 I 285,000 .... 1,648,000

Total 6,955,000 4.708,000 5,881 000
Excess over last season, 2,247,000 tons, and over 1903/4, 1,074.000 ons.
The Market has slightly improved, notwithstanding the unfavourable statistical position indicated in F. O. Licht s 

figures printed above. It is none too easy to find a cause for this movement with Refiners and the Trade continuing their 
hand to mouth policy. Possibly 8s., basis 88%, was an attractive price for “ bears ” to cover, and this mav have done it. 
Changeable weather also in Cuba suggests a doubt of its 1,300,000 tons crop being all reaped. Hoping against hope, 
some are looking for a more or less important reduction in beet sowings next month. These various influences mav 
unsettle the Market for the next two months, and if in the end they7 raise the price of sugar to its natural cost of 
production, they will not have existed in vain.

The quotations of 88% Beet on the 1st March were:—March, 83.3d. ; May, 8s. 44d • August 8s 64d and 
October/December, 8s. 8id., all free on board, Hamburg. Y 41 ' g ’ ana

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba
Cargoes afloat

1906 
3,780,000

180,000
90,000

1905
2,560,000 

150,000 
180,000 
50,000

on uneven dates are as follows :—
1904

3,450,000 
100,000 
150,000
50,000

1903 
3,210,000 

150,000 
200,000
50,000

1902
3,360,000 Tons 

80,000 ,,
240,000 ,,

10,000
Total

Quotations of 88% Beet:—
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—There is

4,050,000
8s. 3d.

2,940,000
15s. 3|d.

3,750,000
8s. Id.

3.610,000 
8s. 5d.

3 690,000
6s. 7£d.

has been recovered.,. 1 f . ------- more demand for yellow crystallised, and the recent decline
the value of average qualities being 14s. ad. The °-eneral ran«p nf thic ; r 1 . oeciine small quantities at 15s. 6d. to 17s. and inferior tides i 14s, 6d to 15s , w.th fine and choice in
granulated has helped to produce this recovery I'or a cargo of 06 test tn R fi S 'gbt irnProvement 1,1 Continental 
floating terms. 7 a 8° Ot 96 test to Refiners from 9s. to 9s. 3d. is the value on

cho^^Ä^ y, and up to for small lots of

For 89 test to Refiners, from 8s. to S jÏTs* «oadn^^ demand is verv uncertain.

West India Figures since 1st Jan
Imports... 
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised
Rum.—Stocks in London : 

Jamaica ... 
Demerara

Total of all kinds

1906.
10,500

6600
13,000

14s. 9d.
1906.
5700
9800

on floating terms.

1905- 
6000
6500 

9,000
23s. 0d.

1905.
7000
6000

20,259 
buyers refuse 1

1904.
6000
7400

11.000
14s. 9d.

1904.
7700

11,600
29,543

1903
2500 Tons.
7000

24.0.00
14s. 6d.

1903-
9100 Puns.

10,500
30,698 ,,

.. . . -------- — 22,377
susPended « Demerara and our

and quotations cannot be^ivTn All concessions to realise in quantity. So far this has led to nothing"
very prejudicial effect on the trade and no°t benefiting tL ™ g°lng °n ab°Ut Jaraaica rum and pure whisky is having^ 
they are and have been for many years Thes^^ aTtOm’ he bein^ quite ^tent with matters as
the latter being 2s. xd. upwards, Ucor^ eqUaHy tO Leewards and Jamaica, the nominal value "

Cocoa.— Stocks in London • ’ .
Trinidad ... ‘ 1906 ’ T9O5-
Grenada ... ............................................ 13,900 T9.9oo
Total of all kinds.......................................... J3^

to 56s to marks
fS conSd^T 11 baS. r.eCently been- but higher prices are not generally looked fo^Th11 market *S certainly more 
a r collected 52s. ; Estate marks 52s., 56s. and 60s • Grenada fair ior- The closing quotations are Trinidad

fair Native is worth 45s. and fermented 48s. to 51s. ’ ’ 47 and fermented 49s. to 52s. From other Islands,’

. . to make any offers,
concessions to realise in quantity.

although Importers have

1904.
11,700
15,000
65,000

1903.
11,500 Bags.
13,900 ,,
77,000



Che . . ♦
MAIL EDITION.

West India Committee Circular
Vol. XXI. FRIDAY, MAR. 9th, 1906. Ko. 181.

XTbe Ibomewarb iibaiL
P'OMING events cast their shadows before, and the delay of more than three days in the arrival 

of the R.M.S.P. “ La Plata,” gives some idea of the inconvenience which might be caused 
at any moment if the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company were to decide to curtail or suspend 
altogether their existing arrangements in the West Indies. This is a contingency which is by no 
means beyond the bounds of possibility, and it is well therefore that we should keep it in mind. On 
the present occasion the delay was, we understand, due to the heavy traffic from New York to the 
Isthmus of Panama, and in this connection it is interesting to note from the letters of our Hon. 
Correspondents that a remarkable tide of emigration is setting from the West Indian Islands to that 
part of the world. The “ La Plata ” was delayed at the wharf at Colon and did not leave until 
February 22nd, four days late. She made up a day on the voyage, and eventually arrived at 
Southampton at 1 p.m. on March 6th, three days late. The memorandum promised by the West 
India and Panama Telegraph Company had been received in the Colonies, and was about to be 
considered in connection with the Report of the Cable Communication Sub-Committee of the West 
India Committee. We shall hope to give in our next issue the full text of the former document. 
Though we are without letters from several of our Hon. Correspondents by this mail, we 
have an important and welcome addition in the shape of a long and interesting letter regarding 
Agricultural and other matters from Mr. W. N. Sands to the Hon. Secretary of the Agricultural and 
Commercial Society of St. Vincent. We extract the following notes of interest from the letters 
of our Hon. Correspondents :—

Barbados. Increased Acreage under Cotton.

The Hon. Forster M. Alleyne, writing on February 17th, reported that the drought still 
continued. During the past few days some light showers of the type known as “ trash spoilers ” 
had fallen, and they had done some good, but even these were not an unmixed blessing, if the 
unfortunate planter had to resort to coal for his furnace. The crop was in full swing, and from all 
quarters the writer heard that the juice was sweet and the yield satisfactory. Buyers were only 
offering $i.3Oper 100 lbs. for sugar, and at this price, coupled with the reports of the enormous available 
supply, it was not to be wondered at if planters were turning more and more to cotton. Great 
preparations were being made for increased sowings, and by this time next year there would be more 
than double the amount of acres that there were at present. Already the factory with its six gins 
had more work that it could do, and it would be necessary to re-build it entirely and double its 
accommodation. A suitable site was already being looked for.

The banana trade was practically dead, as there was no improvement whatever in the 
shipping arrangements, and sailings were as uncertain as ever. The “ La Plata ” was advertised 
to sail on the following day (Sunday), but on the previous Monday Mr. Bovell had written a letter 
to the newspapers as a warning to banana shippers that he had been informed by the Superintendent 
that she would not arrive till the Tuesday, and would sail the same day. In spite of this, the 
advertisement and Post Office notices were continued day by day throughout the week, announcing 
the Sunday departure, and were only altered on Friday, the 16th, when a further delay till the 
following Wednesday was declared. The “ Orinoco ” was advertised to arrive on Thursday and
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leave for Trinidad the same evening ; she arrived early on Wednesday and sailed that evening a 

pleasant state of affairs for any intending passengers up in the country.
The uncertainty of the mail service particularly affected the work of the Imperial Department 

of Agriculture. At that time of year Sir Daniel Morris visited most of the Islands, and it was necessai \ 
for him to plan out his tours and arrange meetings with various officials and planters beforehand, 
so as to cover as much ground as possible. He now found that he could not fulfil his appointments, 
as he could not be certain even on what day, much less at what hour, the steamer would land him- 
This alone ought to influence the Colonial Office to re-consider the question of mail contract, as the 
usefulness of an important department was considerably impaired by the absence of adequate mail 

arrangements.
The 11 Indefatigable,” which was to be the safeguard of the Island, had relieved the “ Diamond 

in West Indian waters. Her complement, in addition to sailors, was 134 marines, commanded 
by a Major. The United States flagship “ Alabama,” and the battleships “ Illinois ” and " Iowa 
were for some time in Carlisle Bay, and the Admiral had given a dance on board the flagship.

The breakdown of the cable before the close of the Elections, and just when the market for 
sugar was opening, was severely felt ; for many days they were without any news whatever.

It was satisfactory that the Liverpool Exhibition had been such a success, and Grenada should 
be congratulated upon her excellent display. The Permanent Exhibition Committee in Barbados 
would meet very shortly. The Crystal Palace Exhibition Committee had handed in their report, 
but nothing more had been heard of it as yet.

A slight shock of earthquake was felt in the Island on the 16th at 1.42 p.m., which was a very 
rare occurrence. They now heard that a very severe one was experienced at St. Vincent at 1.40 
p.m. on that day, and other Islands, which had resulted in the cable being broken again and 
communication cut off.

The writer regretted to report that incendiary cane fires had been very frequent during the 
past fortnight, and a great many acres of canes had been burnt. This was the more senseless as 

every estate was making sugar.
The exodus of their people to Panama had brought about a scarcity of labour in Barbados, 

and many estates were feeling a difficulty in procuring sufficient, even in the popular crop time 
Almost all those who had returned had suffered from fever, which still hung about them, but that 
did not deter others from going.

British Guiana. Mining and Forest Exports.

The weather had been dry during the fortnight, and cultivation generally was in need of good 
rains. A good shower fell on the 14th, when Mr. A. Summerson wrote his letter

In British Guiana the reports as to weather were anything but encouraging, only a little over 
an inch of ram having fallen for six weeks, with much damage to crops. The annual season of the 
Combined Court had opened on February 9th. The Governor’s speech foreshadowed several important 
matters among which were the further extension of the powers of the Department of Science and 
Agriculture the entire control of the Government cattle farms being placed in its hands various 
irrigation schemes in connection with the rice cultivation, and the establishment of wireless telegraphy 
with Trinidad A vote for a mail subsidy was also alluded to as likely to come before the Court

gmS CaMe’ desPatched m reply to the request from certain members of the Court for 
a Royal Commission in connection with the recent riots, has been published. The Secretary o 
State would onlv entertain the remipct if r . 1 1C oecieraiy otmu + / quest d came from a majority of the Elective Members and it
would have to be carried out at the cost of the Colony Members, and it
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January. ^December.

Gold, raw
1906. 1905.

6,772 7,235 ozs.
Diamonds nil carats
Timber : Greenheart, Mora, etc. .. 22,564 16,559 cub. ft
Lumber .. 2,783 — feet
Shingles, Wallaba
Wallaba and hardwood posts

13,000 270,500
119 —

Woods, Firewoods, etc. .. 624 330I tons
Charcoal 7,048 4,447 bags
Gums, Locust, etc. 465 364 lbs.

„ Balata 10,607 28,992 ,,
,, Rubber .. 465 —

Railway Sleepers (Mora) —
British Honduras. America’s Interest in the Colony.

When the Hon. A. R. Usher wrote on February 9th a deputation of medical men and others 
from the United States were in the Colony, representing the Quarantine Authorities of several of the 
Southern States, who were also to make a tour of the other Central American seaports. It 
was to be hoped that their visit might result in the people of British Honduras being relieved of some 
of the quarantine restrictions which had recently been imposed.

Dominica. More American Enterprise.

In his letter of February 12th, Mr. E. A. Agar stated that representatives from Messrs. Pfizer 
and Co., citric acid manufacturers, of New York, had been visiting the Island with a view to erecting 
a large local factory for making citrate of lime ; it was not yet decided whether they would start 
business—if they did it would benefit lime planters. It was much to be regretted that no English 
firm had had the enterprise to do this. Should Messrs. Pfizer decide to erect their factory, it would 
inevitably result in the bulk of the import trade being with the United States ere long.

The Dominica Agricultural Society had elected the following officers for the current year :— 
Dr. H. A. Alford Nicholls, C.M.G., President; Mr. A. C. Shillingford, Vice-President ; Mr. E. A. Agar, 
Hon. Treasurer, and Mr. G. Downing, Hon. Secretary.

Some useful showers had fallen during the past few days. The lime trees throughout the 
Island were flowering splendidly.

Grenada. The Cable Subsidy Reduced.

Mr. C. Falconer Anton, Secretary of the Agricultural and Commercial Society of Grenada 
informs us that the Society has agreed to send exhibits to the exhibitions to be held in Canada during 
this year, if the Government will make a grant of £40. Messrs. Pickford and Black have offered 
to carry exhibits free of cost, and to arrange for space and the proper display of exhibits.

A meeting of the Legislative Council was held on February 12th to pass the Estimates for 
1906-7. The subsidy to the West India and Panama Telegraph Co. was reduced from £1000 to £600.

The annual Grand Ance Races took place on February 13th and 14th. Mr. E. T. Gay’s 
“ Memory ” took the Governor’s Cup, beating the “ Rake,” a horse from Barbados, much to the sur­
prise of everyone. On the first day a horse bolted and knocked over a man, who died next morning. 
The jockey was badly hurt, and although still alive, was not expected to recover.

They were having rather too much dry weather, and as usual one heard nothing but com­
plaints. A wet Lent, however, might do much to improve things. The United States ship “ Colorado ” 
spent about ten days at the Island, and left on the previous evening at 10.30.

It had been decided to hold three special general meetings of the Agricultural Society each year 
in the parish of St. Andrew. A Prize Holdings Competition was to be carried out during 1906. The 
prizes amounted to £25, which the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture had promised to pay. In 
future, if continued, the Government will have to find the money. Two Bills had been referred to
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the Society for an expression of their opinion—(1) to’amend the Customs Ordinance, and (2) to pro­

vide for the licensing of pilots. There was to be a meeting of the Committee of Management next 
day to consider them. Hundreds of people were going away every mail to Panama.

Jamaica. The Banana Industry.

Mr. J. L. Ashenheim stated that the existing Import Tariff expired on June 1st, 1906, so the 

coming session of the Legislature must deal with the matter one way or another.
They were having favourable weather for the growing crops. The tourist season promised 

to be a very large and successful one.
In the Daily Telegraph of February 14th, a letter appeared from Mr. Geo. Solomon on the 

dissatisfaction of the Island with the action of Messrs. Elder Dempster in connection with the ba..a 1 
industry. After reviewing the effect of the combination between that company and the American 
United Trust Company, Mr. Solomon says : “It pains one even to reflect indirectly on the chair­
man’s management by'permitting Mr. Stockley to carry out combinations that are highly detrimental 
to the interests of Jamaica, on whose behalf £400,000 has been contracted to be given for a term of 
years for an exclusive service that was to open the fruit markets of England as a recompense. Instead 
of which Mr. Stockley’s action is calculated to encourage a rival banana producing country, principally 
Ecuador or Port Limon.”

The production of bananas in Jamaica for the year ending March 31st, will probably reach 
sixteen million bunches. In the face of this fact it can hardly be believed, says Mr. Solomon, that 
Mr. Stockley cannot secure a few hundred thousand bunches except from the L'nited Fruit Company, 
which does not produce one-tenth of the entire fruit of the Island.

Nevis. The Mail Trouble Again.
The Hon. C. A. Shand, in his letter of February 9th, complains of the existing mail service 

arrangements. The delay in the outgoing mail had caused chaos in the postal arrangements, and 
the sooner some settled system was reverted to the better for all concerned. The “ Eden ” was 
expected at the Island that evening, and proceeded via St. Kitts and Puorto Rico back to Dominica, 
dropping the English mails en route, so they would not get letters in time to answer them.

Cotton picking was in full swing, but the yield was very variable, and it was difficult to estimate 
the probable output. The complaint at present was as to the small proportion of lint to seed cotton. 
Last year 27 per cent, was about the average, whilst this year 25 per cent, and even less has been 
the order of the day.

At the meeting of the Agricultural Society on February 8th, the report re Cable Communication 
had been placed in the hands of members, and a discussion on the subject generally was down for 
next meeting.

Sir Robert Bromley was away in Antigua, but would probably return to St. Kitts by steamer 
that evening.

The weather since last mail had been dry, which was to be expected at the time of year, and 
facilitated both cotton and sugar reaping.

St. Kitts. A Reliable Cable Wanted.
Owing to the delay occasioned by the accident to the “ Trent ” and the consequent necessity 

to make up time, the inter-Colonial steamer bringing the incoming mads had to lift the English mails 
at the same time, and therefore Mr. Chas. A. Smith said in his letter of February 9th that it would 
be impossible to reply to the Home letters by that mail.

Sugar-making had been commenced pretty generally, and where slight labour troubles had 
been experienced the good sense of the labourers had been manifest, as they had readily consent 

necessary in vZ oftte stale ofle^k t^d’ if ' æ h1635“6 C°nt"buted to the '“"»my
täte of the market, and the present price of their staple product. The yield
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promised to be good, and at the same time frequent showers were helping forward the recent plant­
ings and supplyings, so that the young crop had had a most promising start.

The entire absence of outside news for the month made them feel the want of a reliable cable 
communication, and it was hoped that the near future would see a more satisfactory arrangement.

St. Vincent. An Interesting Agricultural Summary.

Mr. W. N. Sands, Hon. Secretary of the Agricultural and Commercial Society, St. Vincent, 
writing on February 5th, said that the outlook of the Sea Island cotton industry continued of a 
nromising nature, but some difficulty had been experienced by large growers in getting sufficient labour 
for picking. It was hoped that this matter would be adjusted, otherwise the development of this 
important industry would be retarded. It was certainly a matter which should be gone into before 
the next planting season. The returns received from planters showed that the total aiea in cotton 
cultivation this season was 790 acres—a much smaller acreage than last season, but better in every 
way. A noteworthy fact to be recorded was that no serious damage had been done by insect pests 
or fungoid diseases. The bulk of the crop had been reaped. The Central Cotton Factory was again 
being worked under the control of the Agricultural Department, and so far good progress had been 
made. To February 1st, 203 bales of lint of a nett weight of 360 lbs. each had been dealt with and 
delivered to their owners. Of this number 171 bales had already been shipped to the British Cotton 
Growing Association. The lint appeared to be of first class quality, and should command good prices. 
It might be mentioned that some samples of the present crop had been valued at iS-içd. per lb. 
Already applications for seed for planting purposes had been received from other West Indian Islands, 
which was a good sign, as the price obtained by planters for seed sold for this purpose was higher 
than if sold for crushing and the expression of oil.

An Agricultural and Commercial Society had been formed in conjunction with the Cotton 
Growing Association. A Society such as this had long been required, and as it had been officially 
recognised by the Government and the Imperial Department of Agriculture its work should be of 
benefit to all classes of the community. At the Agricultural School, buildings were being erected by 
the Government to receive a certain number of animals of improved breeds for stud purposes. The 
local breeds of stock needed bringing up badly. The Imperial Department of Agriculture would 
select and import the animals as soon as the buildings were finished.

The arrowroot crops were being reaped on nearly all estates. From inquiries made the writer 
learned that the crop is not likely to be a very heavy one. Prices for manufacturing starch were, 
however, firmer.

The Muscovado sugar industry is the least hopeful at the present time, owing to low prices, 
and the possibility of there being little demand for Muscovado sugar, such as made in the Island, 
in the near future. The planting of cotton as a catch crop on cane lands had been practised to some 
extent this season and should help planters to cover losses.

In further notes, dated Feburary 20th, Mr. W. N. Sands stated that a rather severe earth­
quake was experienced on February 16th, which had cracked the walls of a few buildings, but 
otherwise not doing much damage. Two other slight shocks were also recorded during the same 
day. The centre of the disturbance appeared to be Martinique, or perhaps between that Island and 
St. Lucia, as most damage was done in those Islands, and the shocks were much less severe in the 
Islands north and south of them. From reports received it appeared that both Mount Pelée and the 
Soufrière were quiet. The Soufrière had been visited by large parties of officers and men of the United 
States steamship “ Pennsylvania ” on February nth, 12th and 13th, and a descent was made into 
the crater to within a short distance of the crater lake. No strange phenomenon was noticed.



THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. March 9, 1906

The United States steamship “ Pennsylvania ” had been in port for seven days, and a good 
sum of money had been spent locally to the benefit of a large number of traders and others.

A meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society was held on February 12th, and it 
was decided that a series of photographs of the Central Cotton Factory should be sent to the West 
India Committee and others who had taken a great interest in the cotton industry. At the same 
meeting it was decided also to seek membership of the above named Committee. A corresponding 
member in the person of Mr. W. N. Sands, the Hon. Secretary, was appointed to report on 
Agricultural matters to that Body.

The export of Stock to Barbados, St. Lucia and Grenada, was still prohibited on account of 
the sporadic cases of anthrax that had been recorded in different parts of the Island during the past 
few months. Stock was, however, being exported from the St. Vincent Grenadines under certificate. 
The question of anthrax and the measures to be adopted in order to enable stock raisers to get the 
prohibition order rescinded would be discussed at the next meeting of the Agricultural and Com­
mercial Society. Owing to their not being able to ship their stock much hardship and loss had been 
sustained by the peasantry, who depended to a great extent on the export and sale of it to pay rent 
and taxes.

As yet no reports or account sales of this season’s cotton shipments had been received, but they 
were expected daily. T he writer had just returned from a visit to some of the more important estates 
on the Windward coast. The yield of cotton on these estates had been much larger than last season, 
and the crop appeared to be better in every way. There were still large areas of land in this part of 
the Island on which cotton could be successfully grown, but the whole development of them hinges 
on the labour question, which was agitating the minds of planters generally, as this season 
on two large groups of estates in this district the supply of labour has been much less than the demand : 
as a result, with only a comparatively small acreage in cultivation a considerable loss of cotton had 
been sustained. With sugar below the cost of production, and arrowroot scarcely paying even at 
present prices, the cotton industry appeared to be the only one likely to help planters out of their 
difficulties.

At the Cotton Factory, 87,649 lbs. of lint, equal to 243 bales, had been ginned for the season 
and work was still in progress. The total amount of lint ginned was already far in excess of last 
season’s total, and that with only about half the acreage in cultivation.

The weather experienced was seasonable, but a few showers were wanted for the voune 
arrowroot. - ®

Trinidad. A Fair Average Sugar Crop.

The mail brought us no letters from our Hon. Correspondents in Trinidad, but from numerous 
pnvate advices, newspapers, and Messrs. Rust, Trowbridge and Co.’s Market Report we learn that 
the weather was perfect for the time of year. The dry season had set in. and conditions were .deal 
for tounsts. Gnndmg on the sugar estates was general, and the y.eld so far was up to the ave aae 
and there was every prospect of the sugar crop being a fair average one The P g ’
but good parcels were still coming in to the market. Values were Sio qo and SirV? °Ver’
up to 25 to 811-40 for estates qualities 9 SlI °° f°r ordlnary>

Govern" ™ — from the

works, which the revenue of the Colonv alth h ^creasing expenditure on public
the provision of adequate means 1 the dld warrant, and mentioned that

improvement of telegraph ” communication W °rder’ SUbsidles’ -d

the near future, together with forth 1 ’ W6'e measures which would have to be dealt with in 
able report on the oil-fields. Y extensions. He also expected much from the favour.
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imperial Questions in tbe West Subies.
There was a good gathering of members of the West India Committee at a meeting of the 

Colonial Section of the Society of Arts at Adelphi Terrace on Tuesday, March 6th, to hear Sir Nevile 
Lubbock’s address on Imperial Questions in the West Indies. The chair was taken by Lord Strath­
cona, and among those present were Sir Henry Bergne, Sir David Barbour, Sir M. M. Bhownagree, 
Sir Thomas Pittar, Sir Horace Tozer, Sir E. Noël Walker, Sir Frederick Young, Mr. C. T. Berthon, Mr. 
W. A. Black (of Messrs. Pickford and Black), Mr. J. R. Boosé (Librarian of the Royal Colonial Insti­
tute), Mr. C. Czarnikow, Mr. Edward R. Davson, Mr. T. Du Buisson, Mr. C. Kenrick Gibbons, Mr. 
W. Goodwin, Mr. G. Hughes, Mr. W. B. Kingsford, Mr. A. M. Low, Mr. and Mrs.D. Mackintosh, Major 
and Mr. E. Luxmoore Marshall, Mrs. Molineux-Montgomerie, Mr. W. M. Pattinson, Mr. Robert Ruther­
ford, Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, Mr. Smith, Mr. E. T. Whitaker, Dr. Whykham, Mr. T. B. Younger, 
Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall, and Mr. S. Digby, Secretary of the Colonial Section of the Society of Arts.

Lord Strathcona, in introducing Sir Nevile Lubbock to the meeting, said that no one could 
be better fitted than Sir Nevile Lubbock to speak on the West Indies, as all were aware of what 
he had done for those Colonies, and how many years he had been connected with their commerce 
in every respect. It was through him that what is known as the central factory system was 
introduced into the West Indies, which made it possible to produce sugar there at a profit rather 
than, as was the case formerly, at a loss. He also did much in introducing cane farming into 
Trinidad, where it was now a large industry, and in short, in many ways he had done a great deal 
for the West Indian Colonies. Sir Nevile was Chairman of the West India Committee, whose 
hospitality he, Lord Strathcona, had received at their delightful dinners, at which he had had great 
pleasure in meeting those connected with the West Indies.

Sir Nevile Lubbock then rose and delivered his address, in the course of which, after 
describing the position and size of the West Indian Colonies, he said :—

When we consider the importance of some of these Colonies, such as Jamaica, Barbados, 
Trinidad, and British Guiana, together with the distances which separate them, it seems evident 
that one Government, i.e., one Governor and one Legislature for all of them, is practically out of the 
question. It is clear that a legislative body sitting in Jamaica could never satisfy the people of 
Barbados, Trinidad, or British Guiana, or vice versai, and for this reason, amongst others, that the 
right class of people for legislative purposes from Trinidad, British Guiana, and Barbados would not 
be induced to spend a large amount of their time yearly in Jamaica ; they could not afford to. It 
must always be remembered that in the West Indies there does not exist a large leisured class such 
as we have in this country. The best men in all these Colonies are just the men who have most to 
do, and are most tied to the Colonies in which they live ; then they are to a large extent forced to 
come to Europe every five years or so, and this practically absorbs such time as they are able to spare 

away from the Colony to which they belong.
But, it may be asked, would it not be possible to have one Governor-General for the whole 

of the West Indian Colonies, leaving the local Legislatures as they now exist ? There certainly would 
seem to be no difficulty ; but it would cost money. Such a Governor-General, to be of leal use, 
would require to be a man of importance in this country, a man whose opinion would carry weig t 
in the House of Commons ; and it is obvious such a position must carry a high salary, and there would 
require to be provided suitable accommodation, staff, etc. It seems likely that the cost first and last 
would be not less than £10,000 to £12,000 per annum, and it may be asked what would be gained. 
An efficient Colonial Secretary ought to be able to do as much for the Colonies as such a Governor- 
General. Nor would the appointment of a Governor-General do away with the necessity of having 
as many, or almost as many Governors as there now are. It is true that they would probably be 
called Lieutenant-Governors, but they would be essentially the same class of men as the existing 

Governors, and would involve approximately the same expenditure.
Although a federation of all the West Indian Colonies appears to offer great, if not 

insuperable difficulties, at any rate for the present, it does not follow that nothing can be done.
I can conceive that something might be done towards this end by the gradual assimi­

lation of the laws of the different Colonies, and by the assembling from time to time of delegates from
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all the Colonies to confer together upon subjects of general interest, such, for instance, as postal or 
telegraphic services, quarantine regulations, exhibitions, and possibly in time to come, tariffs. Already 
the annual meetings to consider agricultural and industrial questions, which have been inaugurated 
by Sir Daniel Morris, the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture for the West Indies, do much good, 
even apart from the useful information they disseminate, in bringing together leading men from the 
different Colonies. In one respect all will be agreed, viz., that however much federation may be a 
desirable aim, it is a process which must not be hurried, and still less rushed. Any attempt to do so 
would do far more harm to the cause than good. We of course cannot see the future, but things 
which do not appear possible to-day, may in the course of years assume quite a different complexion. 
It is no use trying to go against nature, and there can be no doubt that, in the case of the West 
Indies, nature has placed great difficulties in the way of their consolidation under one government 
or one legislative body.

Referring to the suggested federation with Canada, he said :—We have already seen the great 
natural difficulties in the way of a federation or unification of our West Indian Colonies, and, of course, 
exactly the same difficulties would exist in regard to their unification in such a way as to enable them 
to become a province of Canada. Then, I can hardly imagine that it could be seriously proposed 
to admit each separate Colony as a province of Canada, and we may perhaps postpone the serious 
consideration of such a proposition until there is some evidence that it would be welcomed in Canada.

It has been suggested that the meaning of recent resolutions is that Canada should be substituted 
for the Colonial Office in its relation with the West Indies. Now, whilst I am afraid that I cannot 
go so far as to say that the relationship between the West Indies and the Colonial Office has at all 
times been entirely ideal, still, if Canada is to step into their shoes, one would like to have some evi­
dence that the change is likely to be an advantageous one for the West Indies. It is difficult at pre­
sent to see where the advantage would come in. It is true that the Canadian Parliament recently 
showed their good will to the West Indies by giving West Indian sugar favoured treatment in regard 
to its admission into Canada, and no doubt the reduction of 331 per cent, on the duty upon West 
Indian sugar was intended to benefit the West Indies. As a matter of fact, however it has only 
done so to a very moderate extent, the bulk of the apparent advantage having been intercepted by 
the Canadian sugar refiners.

rn that one of the nearest neighbours to the West Indies is
the United States, with a population of 75,000,000 against a population of some 5 000 000 
m Canada. Moreover, for many years past they have been the best customer the West Indies have 
had although there seem to be good reasons for believing that they will not be as good customers 
in the future as they have been in the past. With the heavy protection the United States gives to 
her own beet sugar production, to the cane sugar production of Louisiana. Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
and the privileged treatment of Cuba and a , . ruono kico,
West Indian sugar may before many years'are T" °bV‘°US that the demand for British
before this takes place no one Zy oX H°W dap~

in Cuba, Puorto Rico Louisiana and ho i"0 We haVC a steadllV Increasmg production
pines ; on the other hand,' there is a rapidtetec ’ tO PhiUp'

again, as regards fruit, the protection to homo c°nsu™Pb°n in thè United States. Then,
and it is quite possible and not improbable thaT«^^11^ ShUt,°Ut BntÌSh WeSt Indian oranges, 

have the same effect upon British West India 1 “ P wr Y applled to banaUas, and might
this is largely exported from Ihe MhWestX lUr C°C°a> " diff—‘ =

*........“.......... .  -

Canada. We have already seen that she gives British Colonial
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sugar a preference, and the result of this has been that her imports of West Indian sugars are 
increasing ; and in view of the fact that the Canadian consumption is rapidly increasing, there seems 
every likelihood that before many years she may be able to take the whole of the West Indian 
production of sugar, in which case her preferential treatment of British Colonial sugar would 
undoubtedly be of considerable advantage to the West Indies.

Whilst the United States market is a shrinking one for West Indian products, the Canadian 
market, on the contrary, is an expanding one, and these circumstances seem to indicate that the day 
is not far distant when some mutually satisfactory commercial arrangement will be possible between 
Canada and the West Indies.

Having dealt at some length with the question of the rum surtax, Sir Nevile said :— 
In conclusion, it is gratifying to feel that the great bar to the prosperity of the West Indies,, 
that is to say, the sugar bounties on the Continent, have now ceased, and I have no doubt if this state 
of things continues that the future history of the West Indies will be of a more satisfactory char­
acter than that of the past. We cannot reasonably expect that any prosperity which may be in 
store for them should be of rapid growth ; it is bound to take time. It must be remembered that 
the removal of the sugar bounties has not given them any artificial advantage whatever in their com­
petition ; it has merely removed what was an artificial disadvantage to them and others. They 
are still and will continue to be, exposed to the severest competition, a competition which is aggra­
vated by the fact that the United States, the largest sugar-consuming country in the world, con­
tinues to give very considerable artificial advantages to its own producers, including those of Puerto 
Rico and Hawaii, and also favoured treatment to those of Cuba and Manilla. It may be reasonably 
expected, however, in view of the plucky manner in which they have fought a one-sided battle for 
the last thirty years, that the West Indies will give a satisfactory account of themselves in the future, 
and continue to be a creditable portion of that British Empire of which they are some of its earliest

Colonial possessions.
Lord Strathcona, in opening the discussion which followed, expressed the pleasure with which 

he had listened to Sir Nevile’s well conceived and admirably delivered address. With regard to the 
relations between the West Indies and Canada, he thought it was often wise to make haste slowly, 
and it was not to be expected that they could rush into federation immediately, as there were a great 
many things to be considered. Canada already took two-thirds at least of the whole of the sugar 
produced by the West Indies, and with her ever increasing population it was to be hoped that she 
might before long be able to take the whole. Canada had been taking a very considerable and 
substantial interest in the West Indies, and would be glad to get into still closer relations with those 

Colonies, to which he hoped their old prosperity would return before long.
Sir David Barbour said that Sir Nevile’s experience and knowledge of the West Indies was so 

much greater than his own that it would be presumptuous for him to criticise the paper. As a member 
of the Royal Commission of 1897, the question of federation came before him then and as regar e 
that matter, he (Sir David) entirely agreed with the remarks made by Sir Nevile Lubbock. ore- 
over he did not believe that federation with Canada was practicable. It might be ac van ageous 
to enter into certain closer trade relations, and it Canada and the West Indies wished to follow such 
a course, no one should offer objection. With regard to the rum surtax the Royal Commission had 
recommended that it should be removed, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer had expressed 
astonishment that the Commission should have made such a monstrous proposal. In spite of this 
he (Sir David) adhered to his opinion that the surtax was unsound from a theoretical point of v w. 
But when this question was brought before him afterwards in Jamaica he had to .point to them 
that they put an extra tax on British whisky to the extent of several shillings a gaffon and he told 
them that before they could ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer to remove the mote of 4d. 

gallon from his eye, they should remove the beam of 8s. from their own.
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Mr W. P. B. Shepheard said he was sure that all interested in the West indies would 
delighted to find that Sir Nevile Lubbock, the best authority on the West Indies had discovered 
in all his analysis no burning question existing at all. AU the questions that had been propounded 

as Imperial questions were ones which could be solved in peace and quietness, without any agitation 

or difficulty.
Sir Horace Tozer, Agent-General for Queensland, drew attention to the greatly 

importance which would accrue to the West Indies when the Panama Canal was opened.a fact u hicl 
should not be lost sight of. With regard to the rum surtax, Queensland was determined to secure 
the redress of this grievance. As to Sir David Barbours remarks about the Colonial tariffs in tin 
connection, it must, he said, be remembered that the Colonies have got to produce revenue, and that 
if they tax articles coming from the Mother Country, it is for the sake of revenue and not always as 
Protection. n __ . ,,

The Secretary having read telegrams and letters from the Duke of Marlborough. Mi. Owen 
Philipps, M.P., Mr. Joseph Rippon, and others who were prevented from attending the meeting. 
Lord Strathcona proposed a vote of thanks to Sir Nevile Lubbock, which was carried unanimously, 
and Sir Frederick Young having expressed the thanks of the meeting to Lord Strathcona for pre­
siding, the proceedings were brought to a conclusion.

Ube Aitor’s HHarp*
Fri., March 2nd.—Mansion House Fund opened for the relief of sufferers from famine in Japan.—88 per cent. Beet 

8s. 2^d. steady.
Sat., March 3rd.—The mixed Tribunal of First Instance declared the Egyptian Refineries Company to be bankrupt. 

The shareholders appeal. Reuter.—-The defendants in the “ What is Whisky” prosecutions 
gave notice of appeal.—Beet 8s. 3^d. steady.

Sun., March 4th.—Death announced of Mr. C. S. Roundell, who was Secretary to the Jamaica Commission (Gov rnor 
Eyre).

Mon., March 5th.—-The Earl of Elgin defended the British Guiana Immigration Ordinance in the Hous • of Lords.— 
Brig.-General Eric John Eagles Swayne, C.B., appointed Governor of British Honduras.— 
Beet 8s. 2fd. easier.

Tues., March 6th.—Sir Nevile Lubbock read a paper before the Colonial Section of the Society of Arts on ' Imperial 
Questions in the West Indies.”

Wed., March 7th.—Army Estimates for 1906-07 issued, total £29,796,000, being a reduction of £17,000 over those 
for 1905. West India Club Dinner.—Beet 8s. 3d. quiet.

Thurs., March 8th.—Beet (morning call) 8s. 3-Jd. steady.

Domewaro ipassen$ers
Ube IRopal Zibail Steam ipachet Gompanp.—home arrivals, per r m.s “ La Plata” (Cant w i 

Dagnail), March 6th: .USarbadOS.—Mrs. A. C. Hyde, Miss C. Woodhouse Mr. W. P Breen Mr Mrs and Miss 
Minet, Miss Longman, Mr G. D Pile, Lieut. W. N. White, ©emcraia Mr. Jai son, ( 
lady and Miss Hodgson, Mrs Monypenny, Mr. W. H. Widdicombe, Mr. A. Taylor, Mr. B. Tavlor. Jamaica 

m i ^nd Mrs. Lomas, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Ingrain, Mr.G. W Saver. Mr.
Mr. r n 4 Sn T°rin‘ GrintdaO—Mr. Hamlen. Dr. G. Cutin. Mr. and
Mis. G. D. Swam, Mr. H. A. Lynch, Mr. and Mrs. Straas, Mr. S. Assinudder Dr. S \ II Taker Kia Mr W » °- Rennie’ M" R°SS’ Mr- and Mrs- Balston- W. B. ScotCMn ^g^u

Sugar

Molasses .

Rum 
Molascutt . 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Coconuts . 
Copia

■Cotton 
Cotton Seec 
Asphalt 
Oranges 
Bananas . 
Pimento . 
Spice 
Gold 
Diamonds .

Sports of produce from tbc XUcst Jnbies.
fôritisb Guiana. 

Jan. 1st to Feb. 12th.
Jamaica.

April 1st to Feb. 4th.
'Crinibab.

Jan. 1st to Feb. 17th.
Grcnaba.

Oct. 1st to Feb. 15th.
6. 1905.

15,17* 15,399 tons

no 981 puns.

4544 3433 ,,
1597 2231 tons
3300 — lbs.

15 9^0 87,980

9062 6640 02s.
20 1031 carats

1906. 1905.
9295 7386 tons

850,318 990,729 galls.

27,967 19,69? cwts.
61,251 41316 ,,

5,480,329 2,975,693

70,318,218 75,524,541
12,987,197 7,429,909 bunches

81,724 135,414 cwts.

1906. 1905.
51,356 15.583 bags & brls.
f 146 899 puns. I

-, — 42 tres. -
1 - 54 bris. J

6,665,020 3,390,140 lbs.
5600 900 ,,

1,388,200 712,400
1947 1070 bags

16,424 ^4,004 tons

1906. 1905.

27,924 28,284 bags.

/ 1859 2329 bi Is.
u 250 304 | brls.
£ i 126 230 cases.
1/3 1 62 129 bags.
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OUR CELEBRITIES.

No. LXIII.

Sir Ibubert JE. 1b. ^erningbam, 1LG.?HY(5.

With the report of the Cable Communication

Cbe West ^nbia Committee TRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

Mar. 15th, 1906

Telegrams: “ Carib, London.” Telephone : 6642 Central.

According to a telegram from Reuter’s 
correspondent in Trinidad, the Chamber 

of Commerce of that Island has approved the 
report of the Cable Communication Sub-Com­
mittee of the West India Committee, and has 
recommended that a fair proportion of the 
subsidy necessary to secure the all-British 
communication proposed by the Halifax and 
Bermudas and the Direct West India Cable 
Companies should be borne by the Colony. We 
have not yet heard what decision has been 
arrived at in the other West Indian Colonies, 
the consideration of the report having been 
delayed at the request of the West India and 
Panama Telegraph Company, who, soon 
after it had been issued, telegraphed to the 
Colonies stating that they desired to amend 
their proposal. The amended proposal was 
subsequently forwarded in a memorandum 
signed by Mr. Walter B. Kingsford, and 
dated January 19th, the full text of which we 
give on another page in the present issue. 

Sub-Committee and this document before them it will
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now remain for the Colonies to decide—if they have not, indeed, arrived at a decision already—which of 

the two is the better calculated to meet the case, The Cable Communication Sub-Committee recom­
mended the extension of the all-British cable from Bermuda to Barbados, the laying of new cables from 

Barbados to Trinidad, and from Barbados or Trinidad to Demerara, with the establishment on an 
efficient basis of a connecting cable between the Windward Islands and Barbados, and a reduction ol 

the message rate to a uniform 4s. 2d. per word. The West India and Panama 1 elegraph Co. have now 
indicated their willingness to accept a smaller subsidy than that for which they asked at first, so that 
something, at least, has already been accomplished ; but it is to be feared that though they state that 
they might also be willing to consider a reduction of rates between the Mother Country and the British 

Colonies in the West Indies, the evidence already submitted would make it appear that they could not 
do this without a still further increase in the subsidy. Mr. Kingsford lays stress upon the fact that 
the new all-British cable proposed is only to be a single line, but it can hardly be claimed, on the 
other hand, that his duplicate cables have availed much in the past, and we believe that we are right 
in saying that one of the cables between Trinidad and Demerara has not been in working order for 
very many years. Moreover, it is an established fact that the single lines between Halifax and 
Bermuda, and Bermuda and Jamaica, have never yet broken down since their inauguration in 1898. 
The reply to this may be that these cables are not in the Volcanic zone, but we believe that if the pro­
posed extension from Bermuda to Barbados is carried along the windward side of the Islands, the new 
cables should be equally secure from interruption. Among the Islands themselves additional security 
could be provided by means of wireless telegraphy. Already Trinidad and Tobago are linked up in 
this manner, and there is a probability of communication being established between St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and Antigua and Montserrat. On the whole it cannot be said that the memorandum of 
the West India and Panama Telegraph Company materially alters the situation. As has been 
already pointed out, the agreement between this company and the Cuba Submarine Telegraph 
Company is an obstacle in the way of reform which appears to us to be insurmountable. If, however, 
the Colonies will authorise the Colonial Office to negotiate a cable contract, as suggested, for’ a subsidy 

of not exceeding £17,500 for twenty years, we feel sure that an excellent bargain can be made on 
this side, and cable communication in the West Indies much improved and cheapened.

^pHE first annual report of the Antigua Sugar Factory Company affords valuable and instructive read- 
A lng in point of view of the importance of this practically initial scheme for adapting, under Govern - 

ment auspices, the system of central sugar factories to the needs of the smaller West Indian Islands 
It will be remembered that m z9o3, Sir Gerald Strickland, the then Governor of the Leeward Islands 
determmed to utilise ihe ¿15,000 remaining to the credit of Antigua of its share of the ¿250 000 
Impenal Grant-in-Aid i9O2 for the purpose of initiating the central factory system in that Island The 
sc eme as «Irately decided upon was that a company should be formed with a capital of ¿,0 000 
£15,000 of which, the sum mentioned above, would be subscribed hv r - ~4,’ . ’
—-y=„ „„ , „ di„pp„redtho „X"
the factory would then be divided equally between the fa t account. The ownership of
guaranteeing the supply of canes On hesZ Y s
Gunthorpe’s, and itZhe firZron’s f°med a"d a f-tory erected at

severe drought which the Island had Z “ °n aCC°Unt °f the
being^“ Z 7“

that this was altogether a misfortune ;t . factory. \\ e do not suppose
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which constituted the bulk of the capital—the 25,000 ordinary shares only representing 1/- each fully 
paid—and after paying a mean price of 11/7 per ton of canes, directors’ fees, &c., there remained the 
handsome profit of ^3,928 for division among the shareholders, half of which profit, as the scheme is 
constituted, going toward further payment of canes, bringing the value of the latter up to 14/1 per ton. 
From a factory point of view, therefore, there is every reason for congratulation, and although the 
poor tonnage of canes must have detracted considerably from the acreage receipts of the cultivator, the 
position of the latter would have been considerably worse if the sugar had had to be manufactured 
under the old system. On the other hand, the canes were evidently, and this is often the case with a 
short crop, sweeter than might be expected for an average, the diluted juice polarising 1*83 lbs. per 
gallon, while the value of the sugar was ¿"12 10s. per ton. Taking, however, the results as a whole, 
these must have been most gratifying to the promoters. And although the crop was an exceptionally 
small one, the figures for the working of the factory given in the report are quite sufficient to enable the 
results, under average conditions of crop and price, to be foreseen. As we have said above, the canes 
in an ordinary season would not be as rich as in the one under review, in fact, it may be laid down that 
the heavier the crop the poorer the juice, and 11 tons of cane per ton of sugar would probably be near 
the amount taken. The mean value of the sugar, also, could not be expected to be more than £9 per 
ton. By separating the figures representing the fixed expenditure and those varying with the output, 
the results of a 3,000 lbs. crop under normal conditions of price and yield can be approximated, and 
we should have for the expenditure :—

Manufacture proper, and transport for 3,000 tons sugar at /*2 per ton... ^6,000
Salaries and insurance ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,220
Administration charges ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 664

--------- ^7,884
At 4^ %, the payment for canes according to the contract, the cost of 

these would be:—
33,000 tons of canes at 8s. 6d. per ton ... ... ... ... ... ... ^14,025

Bringing the total expenditure for the 3,000 tons to ... ... ... ... ^21,909
As against this, the value of the produce would be :—

3,000 tons sugar at ^9 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ¿27,000
135,ooo gallons molasses at, say, 4d. per gallon... ... ... ... 2,250

---------¿29,250

Leaving a gross profit of ... ... ... ... ... ... • •• ¿7,34T

As the capital of the company stands at ^40,000 debentures and ¿1,250 ordinary shares, the 
latter being practically nominal in order to carry out the scheme as to the ultimate co-operative 
possession of the factory, after paying the 3^ % on the debentures, ¿5,841 would remain as repre­
senting the profit on the ordinary shares with canes at 8s. 6d. per ton. This sum, however, would be 
subject to a sinking and reserve fund charge of ¿3,000, leaving ¿2,841, out of which ¿2,475 
would have to be paid to the cultivators to make up the price per ton to 103. as required by the 
contract, leaving ¿376 as the profit on the ordinary capital of ¿1,250 to be further divided. In 
other words, after paying 10s. per ton for the canes and the debenture interest, putting on one side 
substantial sums for sinking and reserve funds, there would remain a net profit with sugar, 
netting ¿9 per ton. As to the factory part of the question, no doubt its working will be even further 
improved, as the figures showing the sugar extraction are on the low side, and it remains for 
the cultivators to do all they can in the direction of greater yield. That this is being done, and 
done well, we know, and with the help of the researches going on with seedling canes, manures 
and tillage, under the thorough scientific supervision Antigua now enjoys, there is every prospect
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of good times for its cane sugar industry. Now that the value of the central factory system, even 
on a comparatively small scale, has been so efficiently demonstrated, we sincerely trust that elsew lere 
among the small Islands no time will be lost in putting the industry on a thoroughly sound 
basis in this respect. Barbados still holds ^80,000, the amount of its share of the grantm-aid of 
1902 in trust, and this, when available, would go some way towards establishing central factories in 
that Island on similar principles to those which appear to have been so successfully applied in Antigua, 
and it should not be difficult to arrange details so that participants in the 1902-3 crop, the year of the 

grant-in-aid, should benefit as they are surely entitled to do.

While commenting on the “Jamaica rum” prosecutions in recent issues of the II est India 
Committee Circular, we deprecated the introduction into the subject of the question of the 

“ ether contents ” as being calculated to have a prejudicial influence upon the trade. Subsequent 
events are proving that our fears were not groundless, for owing to the recent prosecutions by the 
public authorities of Glasgow, in which a minimum standard of 400 of ethers per 100,000 was laid 
down by Dr. Clarke as representing pure Jamaica rum, the Glasgow and West of Scotland Wholesale 
Wine and Spirit Association has issued a circular to its members recommending them to cease using 
the word “Jamaica” in their invoices, as the majority of Jamaica rums used do not contain that 
amount of ethers. These prosecutions under the “ Sale of Food and Drugs' Act ” bring this part of 
the whole subject prominently forward. Are the Jamaica planters prepared to bind themselves to a 
definite quality, which may or may not be generally in their power to supply, or will they voluntarily 
depreciate their product by assigning a low standard to it ? It is a sine qua non that such standard be 
below the average, otherwise there would be danger of a genuine rum being condemned as adulterated. 
On the other hand, with a low standard accepted, what is there to prevent the rum being “ watered " 
with silent spirit until the ether contents were brought down to a point which would just 
permit of its passing the legal standard ? It seems to us that the fixing of such a standard will either 
be an injustice to some Jamaica distillers if placed too high, or afford an opportunity of 
legalised adulteration if low enough to include all Jamaica rums. In these circumstances to
fix a standard would be to fall in with the arbitrary views of the Public Analyst without compensatory 
benefit to the Jamaica planter. The object of the public prosecutions is to protect the consumer 
against the manufacturer; that of the actions now being taken by the Jamaica authorities to protect 
both consumer and distiller, and in this respect we still maintain, that by simply utilising the 
Merchandise Marks’ Act, by trusting to the plain evidence of experts in the trade, by leaving 
out of the subject any reference to “patent” stills or “ether” contents, the objects for which the 
prosecutions were started would be fully gained, without giving openings for the vexed technical 
questions with which the subject, in its more complex form, bristles, or providing weapons for use to the 
detriment of the trade. To put the position briefly, should a standard be fixed, either the 
planters of Jamaica will be practically compelled to ship rum of high quality or not at all or 
e'se an opportunity for adulteration will be placed in the hands of the retailers. The latter 
difficulty could begot over in away by the lowering of the whole quality of Jamaica rum bv the 
distiller, but we cannot imagine this being done in the interest of the industry. Anyway, if a standard 
of ether contents is fixed we cannot see how injury to the trade, one way or another, is to be avoided, 
tio^s ‘than^that f th manUfaCtUre’ and its make is dependent upon other considera­
tions than that of the rum market only. To secure a uniform standard of quality depends 
conJectTXhi UP°n considerations

ected with it. Here again an important consideration in relation to central factories comes in
Indeed, on reviewing all the conditions attached to the issue, it appears to us that should a standard of
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high quality be fixed, the effect would be to make rum a primary product, save where sugar had to be 
the first consideration, as with central factories, and then to cause rum not to be made at all.

Sir Ibubert IE. 11?. Jerninobam,
A pleasing indication that the work of the West India Committee is appreciated not only in 

commercial and planting circles, but also by official classes, is shown by the number of Governors who, 
upon their retirement, seek membership of this body. By doing so they help to consolidate the 
various interests represented upon it and to promote the object which we all have in view, that is to 
say, the furtherance of the welfare of our West Indian Colonies. Sir Hubert E. H. Jerningham, 
whose portrait we give on the first page of the present Circular is one of our loyal supporters. He 
was educated at the University of France, where he took the degree of Bachelier-ès-Lettres, and 
entered the diplomatic service in 1866. Twenty years later the diplomatic service became the poorer 
and our Colonies the richer by his transference to British Honduras, of which he was made Colonial 
Secretary. From 1889 to 1892 he acted in the same capacity in Mauritius, of which Colony he was 
appointed Lieut.-Governor in 1892 and Governor in 1893, a position which he occupied until 1897, 
when he was made Governor of Trinidad and Tobago. He carried out his duties in this position 
with tact and ability until 1900, when he was compelled, owing to continued ill-health, to resign. He 
represented Berwick in Parliament from 1881 to 1885, and is the author of many books of note, 
including “ Life in a French Chateau,” “ Reminiscences of an Attaché,” “ To and from Constantinople,” 
“ Diane de Breteuille.” Sir Hubert and his wife, whose death was deplored in 1902, were extremely 
popular in Trinidad, as at home, and his beautiful seat, Longridge Towers, at Berwick-on-Tweed, 
is familiar to visitors lucky enough to find themselves in that locality

a Grack Geam in St. Ikitts.
Our full page illustration in the present issue represents a party about to start for a picnic on 

Brimstone Hill from “Con Phipps,” an estate at the base of this now dismantled fortress in St. Kitts. 
Mr. Gordon, the manager of the estate, stands near the top of the steps, on the bottom of which is the 
late Mr. Grant, of Demerara, while the Hon. Charles T. Cox, the present Colonial Secretary of. 
British Guiana, who was Administrator of St. Kitts when this photograph was taken, is to the right 
of the picture. In the cart are Mrs. Cox and Mrs. Grant. It is within the memory of the 
photographer how those mules galloped over the hard high road, while the cart, which is an ordinary 
estates’ cart and absolutely springless, bumped and thundered along in a cloud of dust for all the 
world like a gun limber !

1Rew Members of tbe West Jnbia Committee.
At a meeting of the Executive on Thursday, March 8th, the following were elected to Member-

ship of the West India Committee :— 
Name.

The Royal Agricultural and Commer­
cial Society of British Guiana.

The St. Vincent Cotton Growing 
Association and Agricultural and 
CoMMERCÎAL SOCIETY.

Geoffrey C. Buxton.

Proposer. Seconder.

A. N. Lubbock. Spencer H. Curtis.

J. Dalgleish & Co. (Trinidad).

Sir Ne vile Lubbock, k.c.m.g, Cyril Gurney.
Hon. C. A. Shand. Sir Nevile Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
A. N. Lubbock. Cyril Gurney.

Full particulars regarding Membership and Candidature Forms can be obtained from 
Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C,

a Ibunbreb iicars ago.
The Circuitous Route of the “Mail Pacquets.

The struggles between Great Britain and France in connection with the War of the Revolution towa^ 
the end of the 18th century, centred in the West Indies, which were the scene of much fighting To the West 
India merchants at home it was naturally a period of the greatest anxiety. Islands were being lost and won aval 
battles fought, and the full risks of war felt in connection with the produce convoys. Regular and rafid communi-
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cation was consequently urgently required, and the question of the mail service became of the greatest importance. His­
tory repeats itself, and though we are thankful to say that the “dogs of war" are not now loosed in these possessions, 
the “ piping days of peace" have their portion of commercial anxiety, and the position of the mail service is in its way 
as trying as it was then. At the meeting of the Committee on July 25th, 1780, a memorial to Lord Le Despencer, 
His Majesty's Postmaster General, representing the delays in the mails was reported as having been presented, 
and from it we extract the following :—

“ That according to the present circuituous plan of the West India Mail, there is a 
considerable and unnecessary waste of time, which frustrates the principal Object of the 
Institution, viz., a speedy communication of intelligence out and home, an object which is now 
become of greater Importance than ever, on Account of the West Indies being now the 
principal Seat of War.

“ That the experiment already made by sending Racquets direct to the Leeward Islands 
and Jamaica respectively, and to return direct from each of those Stations, has fully evinced 
the advantages which must result from the general Adoption in future, of this plan . . .

li Whereas the proposed Scheme, by removing those delays, will produce a constant, 
regular and interchangeable Correspondence, between Great Britain and her Islands in the 
West Indies.

I hat Government are not less interested than the Planters and Merchants in the 
proposed Improvement, as it will afford them a stated and Speedy Conveyance of intelligence 
and orders to the several Governors, Admirals and Commanders in each of the West India 
Stations, and of the earliest Intelligence from them, of those important events which must be 
expected in time of war.”

We may mention that a three months' trip for the mail packets was then wanted as against five months for 
bnusht the return letters, the tediousness of the correspondence tn 

those days of strain can readily be imagined. '

Wbat is E>emerara Sugar ?

P-p.. dated 
“guaranteed cure Dememm —J j • selling pure cane sugar from Trinidad asas DeL^af^^ b°th wh°'eSale and

Merchandise Marks’ Acts in the circumstances you specify $ We noSVat^h^ y°U ‘he 
raised at a recent meeting of the Midland Council nf \ Ot .ce .that thls same question was
Pickett, of J. Travers & Sons, Limited said £ha?th^ when Herbert E’

the Island from which it came, that it would be distmctlv Under the name of
the West Indies under the one name of Demerara and that the deScnbe a11 sugar coming from
Indian sugar. We agree with Mr. Pickett that it’would nJ k Way VS tO sel1 11 as pure West
to all sugar coming from the West Indies ; but on the other V ht to apply the name “ Demerara ’
editor of the Grocer in this'matter." Tht eyrto-eye with the
maintained that where factories are provided with modern h aIways’ as we think.
St. Lucia, and in one or two isolated cases in other BritiTlTw^ Demerara’ Trinidad and
manufacture of crystallised yellow sugar is practically the TmTVn Indian Colonies, the process of
maintained that this particular sugar, as it comes tn thT i 1T“’ and therefore, may be safeh 
British Guiana, is all of the. sam!-^atu^^ British "’est Indies or
a grocer under the Sale of Food and Drugs’ Act fot se^ ’ ‘^fore, any com action of
could only be made under a misapprehension of the facts of the fast CrystaIhsed yellow as Demerara,

Germans ant> its Sugar aaj.
Ux^Tth“16 |hOciation’0^^ for thf^th^P 28th> deals with ‘he recent
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consider is that already formulated by the representatives of the industry, viz., the reduction of the tax 
from 14 to 10 marks at the most per 100 kilos. The situation of the German exporting industry, says 
the petition, has become more difficult than ever by reason of the growing competition with cane 
sugar, of the uncertainty in the English and American markets, of the privilege accorded to Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and the new concessions which have just been made to Philippine sugar. The 
German industry has made vain efforts to retake its old markets or to acquire fresh, but as a matter 
of fact the foreign market has retreated more and more before it- In 1904-5 only 766,320 tons of 
sugar were exported, the smallest figure of the last decade, and this could not be attributed entirely 
to the small crop. The welfare of the German sugar industry now depends upon the development of 
the internal consumption. Up till now the efforts in the direction of increasing the use of sugar in the 
manufacture of marmalade, and the feeding of stock have not yet borne fruit. In these circumstances 
the extreme lowness of the price of sugar, which is below the cost of production, places the German indus­
try in a threatened position. For this, says the petition, there is only one remedy—the increase of con­
sumption through reduction of the tax. The influence of the price of sugar on consumption is shown by 
the observations of M. v. d’Olie, a German sugar manufacturer, who concluded from a close inquiry 
that the small consumer leaves off the use of sugar almost completely when the price reaches 
25 pfennigs per lb. (2^d.) for stoved sugars,* and buys again when the price drops. At 20 and 
21 pfennigs (2d.) he consumes regularly and persistently, and by reducing the tax to 10 marks per 
100 kilos, sugar could be sold at the latter figures. M. Dureau does not, however, think that in view 
of the heavy calls on the German Treasury that there is much prospect of the request of the petition 
being entertained at present. ___

Cocoa in Jamaica.
The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society for January refers to the important question of the 

most suitable variety of cocoa to plant in that Colony, Mr. Cradwick, the travelling instructor, having 
called particular attention to the fine growth of the Criollo variety of cocoa trees in Hanover, West­
moreland, and St. James. The planting of this variety of cocoa is opposed by many well-known and 
successful cocoa planters, from the fact that it has had to be replaced in the West Indies, in Central 
and South America and Ceylon by Madras varieties, the greater commercial value of the Criollo being 
compensated for by the increased yield of the latter without the same risk of loss from climatic and 
other causes. So far as Jamaica is concerned, it would appear that in the west end of the Island 
Criollo cocoa undoubtedly thrives to perfection, and has probably survived on account of the condi­
tions being suitable for it, and opinion is expressed that it would be a mistake for any planter in the 
west end of the Island, possessing good soil and regular rainfall, to plant any other variety. On the 
other hand it would be a short-sighted policy on the part of planters to intrude the Criollo on varieties 
now growing, save in exceptional circumstances, in St. Mary, St. Thomas, St. Catherine, and Port­
land, when the Forastero variety should be adhered to. Forastero and hybrids, with their spreading 
habit, suffer less and recover more rapidly from the effects of hurricanes than the Criollo.

Jamaica ©ranges.
Regarding the complaints as to the poor quality of the Jamaica oranges seen in the fruit shops 

in England, Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society says: “The decision of the Orange Confer­
ence held on November 3rd last has practically settled that nothing will be done, and that we will 
have to go on in the same disorganised and reckless way. We have little fear, however,, that it will kill 
what orange trade we have. We shall, very likely, always have some trade in pretty much the same 
hazardous condition, but for a typical orange-growing country like Jamaica, what we ship is absolutely 
triflin«", and the quality far from flattering. It is evident that we are to be obliged to dodge along on 
the crumbs of an orange trade, and the many growers who have sunk capital and put forth enterprise 
and energy in building up orange groves, the fruit from which will compare favourably with anything 
in the world, are to have their ambition and their efforts to put creditable fruit in the British market, 
absolutely nullified by the large bulk of fruit, inferior or utterly unfit, that is shipped, such as reflects 
no credit on the shippers or the Island. As we have before written, such orange growers, as their 
only hope, should put forth every effort to get their fruit in early, and they will then share in the fair 
prices that prevail for a short period, but which with a properly organised trade should last for eight 
months instead of two.”

* Loaf sugar is dried in an étuve, or stove, and is called étuve, or “stoved” sugar, as distinct from white 
crystallised sugar, which is not dried artificially. Granulated is dried in a revolving cylinder heated by a steam pipe, but 

it is not called “ stoved ” sugar. —Ep,
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Ube St. Dincent Cotton Growers' association.

übe St. Vincent Central Cotton jfactorp.
This factory, which is situated close to Kingstown, was erected under the 

auspices of the Imperial Department of Agriculture and the supervision of Mr 
James J. Law, engineer, of Barbados. It was opened in 1904.

is recognised by the Imperial 
of the Island, and already it 
has done much good work in 
maintaining the cotton indus­
try on its present sound foot­
ing. The St. Vincent central 
cotton factory is quite a short 
walk from the landing-place 
at Kingstown. It is a three- 
storey building and contains 
six gins, on the foremost of 
which in our illustration the 
name of Messrs. Platt Bro­
thers & Company, Limited, 
will be recognised. During 
last season the factory was 
open from January 1st to 
September 23rd, during which 
period 281,606 lbs. of seed 
cotton was sent to be ginned, 
and the yield was 77,814 lbs. 
of lint and 199,941 lbs. of 
seed, or 26.7 % of lint. The 
hnt was made up into 233 
bales, the majority of which 
contained 360 lbs. nett, and 
the amount of seed sent 
out to be disintegrated was 
4,204 lbs. The important work 
of selecting and disinfecting

By the appointment of 
Mr. W. N. Sands, the Hon.
Secretary of the Cotton 
Growers’ Association and Agri­
cultural Society of St. Vincent, 
to be an Hon. Correspondent 
to the West India Com­
mittee for that Colony, the 
Committee will be brought 
into closer touch with the 
cotton growing industry of that 
Island, which is making sub­
stantial progress. Though 
the acreage under cotton in 
the Island is somewhat less 
than that for last year, the 
quality of the cotton is unsur­
passed, and samples of the 
present crop have been valued 
at as high as i8d. and iqd. 
per lb. We may remind our 
readers that the St. Vincent 
Cotton Growers’ Association 
was formed on July 7th, 1904, 
when Mr. Alexander Smith 
was appointed Chairman, 
Mr. J. G. W. Hazell, Trea­
surer, and Mr. W. N. Sands,

,, , t r * • • 1 Secretary. The Association
Department of Agriculture as the representative agricultural body

übe “ (Sins ” in tbe St. Vincent Cotton tfactorg.

The factory has three storeys 
ground floor. On the first floor 
above is a Store-room for the cotton

ÆÆ"?8 and balin® pre“es on <he 
IS the ginning apparatus, while on the floor



Mar. 16, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.

seed was also carried on at the factory, the amount of seed treated for local growers being 15,387 lbs., 
which gave 11,860 lbs. of selected seed.

West Jnbtan Gable Communication.
Subsequent to the despatch to the Colonies, on January 5th, of the Report of the Cable Com­

munication Sub-Committee, which was adopted on January 4th by West India Committee, the West 
India and Panama Telegraph Company cabled to the West Indies on January 17th, asking the 
various agricultural and commercial bodies to suspend any decision regarding the report pending the 
receipt of a communication from the company with “ a more modified and more favourable proposal.” 
It will be remembered that the Cable Communication Sub-Committee in their report, the full text of 
which was published in The West India Committee Circular, No. 177, page 63, expressed the opinion 
that an improvement of the existing state of affairs could best be attained by: (a) By laying a new 
cable from Bermuda to Barbados, (b) By laying new cables (1) from Barbados to Trinidad, and 
(2) from Barbados or Trinidad to Demerara. (G Establishment on an efficient basis of a connecting 
cable between the Windward and Leeward Islands and Barbados ; it being a sine qua non of any 
future arrangement that the company contracting should either take over the cable connecting the 
Windward and Leeward Islands with Barbados, or lay new ones. The Sub-Committee recommended 
that the Halifax and Bermudas and the Direct West India Cable Companies should be approached 
with a view to laying these cables, pointing out that its decision was largely influenced by the 
knowledge of the nature of the arrangement between the West India and Panama Telegraph Company 
and the Cuba Submarine Company, by which the former Company has to hand all messages for 
places beyond the Island in perpetuity to the Cuba Submarine Company, which appeared to militate 
against a reduction of rates without a largely increased subsidy. The Sub-Committee also favoured a 
reduction of rates to a uniform 4s. 2d. per word. The following is the full text of the memorandum 
dated January 19th, which was sent by the Chairman of the West India and Panama Telegraph 
Company to the West Indies -

1 .—“ The West India Committee in London have furnished us with a copy of a report dealing 
with West India cable communications, and stating that copies of it were being forwarded to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and to the principal agricultural and commercial bodies in the 
West Indies. By the time this reaches you the report will have been for some days in the hands of 
those to whom it has been forwarded.

2 .—It will have been seen that the report contains a recommendation that certain cables be 
laid, and that the Halifax-Bermudas and the Direct West India Companies should be approached 
with a view to their being laid by those companies.

3 .—The report also deals with proposals made by my Company which did not commend them­
selves to the favourable consideration of the West India Committee.

4 .—For your information it might be well briefly to review the history of the West India 
and Panama Company and its connection with the Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company, more 
especially as the agreement between the two companies is frequently referred to in the report.

__q'he original scheme for laying cables in the West Indies was proposed in 1868, and con­
cessions were granted by the Colonies to the International Ocean 1 elegraph Company of New ork. 
These concessions were transferred to my Company whose then Board of Directors consisted of 
gentlemen prominently connected with the West Indies, among whom were the late Sir George 
Chambers, Messrs. Quintin Hogg, Charles McGarel and J. A. Tinne. The Colonial Acts under which 
the subsidies were originally granted contemplated only a single line of telegraphic communication. 
Owin" to a revolution which at that time broke out in Cuba it was found necessary to substitute 
cables along the coast of that Island for the land line which had been originally projected between 
Havana and Santiago de Cuba. As the substitution of cables for a land line required a much larger 
expenditure of capital, a separate company, namely, the Cuba Submarine Telegraph Company, was 
formed to lay cables between Santiago de Cuba and Bata Bano (Havana). In the process of forming 
that company it became necessary to enter into a working agreement with >t (which is invariably done 
in like cases) in order to secure to the Colonies the advantages of through communication, without 
which agreement the establishment of telegraphs in the West Indies would have been long delayed.

6°—The prospects of a remunerative traffic held out in the original prospectus of my Company 
have never been realised owing to the limited amount of telegraphic business in the West Indies. 
h 7 —Mv Company’s system has been established in the West Indies for more than thirty-five 

years and its cables have to a large extent been duplicated yet it is now recommended that a company 
should be invited to lay certain cables which would not only deprive my Company of its subsidies, but 
would divide between two companies the traffic which has never yet been sufficient even for the 

support of one.
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8.—When we were invited by the West India Committee to lay before it a scheme with the 
object of strengthening the existing lines of communication, the possibility indicated in the Committee’s 
report of financial or other assistance being granted by the Imperial Government did not enter into 
our calculations. These calculations were accordingly based only upon the interest and sinking fund 
for the capital outlay to carry out our scheme, which was to lay cables from Jamaica to St. Lucia, 
thence to Barbados and thence to Demerara. For laying these cables we asked a subsidy of ¿12,800 
per annum for twenty years, a continuance of the present subsidies of £10,800 for ten years and the 
restoration of the Barbados subsidy for ten years from ¿1,500 to its former amount of ¿2,500.

9-—The report of the West India Committee recommends the laying of cables from Bermuda 
to Barbados, thence to 1 rinidad, and from Barbados or Trinidad to Demerara, for a subsidy of about 
¿12,500 per annum for twenty years, and that the Windward and Leeward Islands, in consideration 
of their being connected with the proposed new Bermuda line at Barbados, should pay the same 
subsidies as they respectively paid in 1887, which amounted to ¿4,600 (and not f 4,000 as stated in 
the Committee’s report).

T?‘ It will be observed that in our proposal we asked that the present subsidies of '10,800 
an the increase of £ 1 000 from Barbados be paid for ten years, as compared with the Committee’s 
recommendation that the subsidies suggested by them should be paid for t wen tv years

1'he aggregate cost of our proposal was as follows
¿12,800 per annum for twenty years 
¿11,800 per annum for ten years ¿256,000 

¿118,000

Or a total cost to the Colonies of ... ... Zo-. or»«
nr Zoo nnnT scheme recommended by the West India Committee would cost the Colonies <142 000 
or ¿32,000 less than our proposal, a difference of only ¿r,6oo per annum monies £ 342,000
obtaining assistance^from'Xf’ that the WeSt India Committee had any hopes of
begiven^Tco^ " '-h .‘night

by the Committee, have now reconsidered their nrnnn«?! D 4 ’ shann£ln the hoPes expressed
cables:—(a) from Jamaica to St Tuna- a \ f P posais and are prepared to lay the following 
Demerara, and to accept the same amount of subsid " ’ tO Ba^bados : (c) from Barbados to
tO the and West. India Companie^, a'ndfor^he same" S"“" S*“

Country and the BritisT&Xii^^ * reduction of rates between the Mother

remind you that we possess th^manifes^^antT^e ¿¿Jntlnued suPPort of the ( olonies, I may 
communication with severa^X  ̂ “ ^P.bæ
with Places on the French Company’s sXtem ^dies and also in direct communication
that the British Islands have business transactions. UP6’ Wlth a °f whlch 1S important to note 

cable, whereas the ,laying merely of a single line of
of cable must afford far less security ?han a doubfe onl P d’ “ >S obvious that a sing>e Une 

graphic communication in hXo/phyXa^andTtheT6 “Z ‘° maintain efficient tele-
Company has ever had the misfortune to encounter Unfo1“ difficulties such as no other Cable

the Colonies I ask withXnfi^X foZXZfX WhlCfh "æ haVe hitherto received from
their consideration." ” thelr favourable support for the proposals now submitted for

tba^th.e Subcommittee of the°wFst^nXco^^ * Sh°Uld be P°inted out
obtaining assistance from the Government for th^ kr u € lndlcate that there was any possibility of

™ ft ~ w. £“x±ftZ

o . immigration affairs.



Mar. 16, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.

districts. In Rajputana, including Ajmere-Merwara, the numbers have risen to 84,000 and in Central 
India States to 45,000. In the Bombay districts nearly it,000 are in receipt of gratuitous relief. It 
will doubtless be brought home to these famine stricken natives how different is the condition of their 
fellows in the West Indies, many of whom themselves left India in a state of abject penury, unable to 
pay even for the simple outfit for the voyage.

Ganaha anh tbe West Indies.
Mr. W. A. Black, of Messrs. Pickford & Black, of Halifax, attended a meeting of the Executive 

of the West India Committee on 'Thursday, March 8th, to discuss the question of the Canadian 33I % 
preference, and matters connected therewith. Mr. Black said that he understood that the stocks were 
again low in Canada, this state of affairs having been brought about largely by the severe winter, 
which prevented thousands of families making their weekly purchases of sugars. He believed that 
the sales of the Halifax refiners were something like 20,000 tons short during the severe winter 
months, and he had every hope that the refiners would be able to take as much sugar as the West 
Indies could supply this year. On his atttention being called to the complaints which were made in 
the smaller Islands of the lack of space in his ships for their sugars during crop time, Mr. Black said 
that if the northern Islands wanted space reserved for them, it was necessary for them to give eight 
days’ notice, as it was naturally unreasonable to expect the company to reserve space which they had 
a chance of filling up at Demerara, when there was a chance of its not being wanted after all in the 
northern Islands. Their ships had a certain capacity which they tried to fill, and they endeavoured 
to divide it fairly among all the Islands as reasonably as they could.

Ube IRopal Iborttcultural Show.
Will our readers kindly take note that the West Indies will again be represented at the show of 

Colonial fruit to be held at the Royal Horticultural Hall, Vincent Square, Westminster, on March 22nd, 
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., and March 23rd and 24th from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. We are glad to be able to 
say that on the present occasion the Jamaica fruit has arrived in good time, 14 boxes of grape fruit, 
5 boxes of oranges, 2 boxes of limes, and 2 crates of pines having been received by the Imperial 
Direct Service’s R.M.S. “ Port Royal.” We would again remind members of the West India Com­
mittee that we shall be glad to receive and exhibit on their behalf genuine West Indian produce free 
of charge for space. The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd., of 4, Fenchurch Buildings, will 
make this exhibition an opportunity for an elaborate display, and we trust that many of our readers 
will visit the hall. More fruit is expected by the R.M.S.P. Co.’s “ Magdalena,” which is due on the 
21st inst., and it is hoped that this also will be in time for the Show.

West Indian interests at Westminster.
'The British West Indies have recently received plenty of attention from our legislators, as will 

be seen from the notes given below. The British Guiana Immigration system—why, by the way, is 
nothing ever said of those of Jamaica and Trinidad ?—is now held up as a model of fairness, organisa­
tion and control, which is as it should be.
Jamaica and the French Tariff.

In reply to a question asked by Mr. Owen Philipps, on March 6th, Mr. Winston Churchill 
said that the products of Jamaica are admitted into French territory at the minimum rate of duty 
under the terms of a convention signed on August 8th, 1902, and ratified on August 12th, 1903. The 
Governments of Barbados and Trinidad were consulted in 1900 as to the expediency of steps being 
taken to secure similar favourable treatment for their products, and intimated that they did not desire 
such action to be taken.
The St. Vincent Relief Fund.

On March 14th Mr. Mitchell-Thomson asked the Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what amount of the fund raised in 1902 for the specific purpose of relieving distress caused by the 
eruption of the Soufrière volcano in St. Vincent remains unspent; and to what purpose it was proposed 
to apply the balance of the fund.

Mr Churchill said the Administration of St, Vincent reported, on December 9th, 1905 that 
the unexpended credit balance of the fund in the books of the Colony amounted on that date to 
£ 515 us 5d Expenditure on certain services intended to repair the injury to the Island caused
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by the eruption bad been authorised, and instructions had been given for the retention of the sum of 
^25,000 as a permanent investment. The interest on this amount would be devoted to defraying the 
cost of the poor relief on St. Vincent, and the principal would be retained as a special reserve to meet 
any possible recurrence of such distress in future.

The British Guiana Immigration Ordinance.
In the House of Lords on Tuesday, March 6th, Lord Harris expressed the hope that Lord 

Elgin would consider the points in regard to which the Transvaal Immigration Ordinance could be 
made more like the British Guiana Ordinance, and Lord Elgin said that he was obliged to the noble 
Lord for asking him to elaborate the differences which the Government thought they found in the 
existing Transvaal Ordinance and that which had existed for many years in British Guiana. The 
idea of the Ordinance in British Guiana was one rather of colonisation than of labour regulation. A 
large number of the Indian immigrants did not go back to India; they remained in the Colony : and 
the conditions under which they were living had been carefully looked into by an officer deputed by 
the Indian Government to make inquiry. This officer had reported that the immigration system in 
this Colony of British Guiana stood out as an example to all the world of British fairness, organisation, 
and control. If the noble Lord would give assistance in the consideration of the provisions of the 
Ordinance which would result in the same being said of the coolies imported into the Transvaal he 
would be glad to have his aid.

More about the British Guiana Ordinance.
Mr. Churchill, replying to Captain Balfour, said : Section 181 of the British Guiana Ordinance 

provides that every lessee whose lease expires is entitled to have the indentures of any immigrants on 
the plantation transferred for the unexpired remainder of their term of service to any employer 
approved by the Immigration Agent-General, the lessor of the estate having the first option. 
Section 182 provides that where a plantation is sold or leased, or passes by devise or inheritance, any 
indentured immigrant on it shall render the same service to the purchaser or lessee as to his former 
employer. It must be noted that the immigrant enters into an agreement to emigrate with an officer 
representing the Colonial Government and not with any individual employer, and the Government is 
responsible for his well-being The Government provides by Ordinance that he shall not during the 
period of his indenture suffer by unemployment due to any changes affecting the ownership of planta­
tions. The particular person who owns the plantation is unknown to the immigrant till he arrives in 
Und^h^^ re i!u Government for the due observance of the terms offered to him.
Under the Ordinance the Governor has very wide powers of determining the indentures of anv 
immigrant if in his opinion the management of any estate is unsatisfactory It should be added tha^ 
nfThl Sy®tem of ozonisation through the operation of a labour contract more than 50 per cent 
of the Indian immigrants become permanent settlers. No substantial amendment of the Ordinance 
seems to be required by any facts at present within the knowledge of the Secretary of State.

The Brussels Sugar Convention.

view about ths Brussels Convention. The Convention might ^e gooTor^d^ur
ancient fiction that it had raised the price of sugar had Ln hA™ ° but.at anY rate the 
They would be justified in saying that it had now brouXdown the oncTof X T“ aband°ned’ 
than it had ever been before. In view of the fact that th a <-• Pe^e ° _sug?r to a lower point 
his colleagues would probably be in office when this Convention woul^com f°r , °rei8n Affaits aad 
view of the fact that enormous interests were being created under XL„ fP iorJey‘.sl°n’ “d. in 
he hoped the right hon. gentleman would considerVhe p^ “ BntlshColonies,
to the parties interested that it was the intention of tLL7 f the earhest possible notice 
denounce the Convention. Sir E Grev (Northumberland ?r,WaS not their intention, todecision was come to as to what the policy o^ agreed that’ whenever a
Convention, that decision should be announced as soon J was.^ be future in regard to the Sugar 
certainty of trade. But he must point Z to ^that the S mtereS‘S °f ‘he
his opinion introduced an element of uncertainty. We were parties to^hfre00"'6?1'0” ‘X had’ 
moment. As parties to it we, the great consumir „ u ‘ Convention at the present
by the decision of the other members of the Convention wh ^d61^ ourselves liable to be bound 
it seemed to him, the producers, forming the and at any moment,
and their preponderance on the Convention aT to make ^ 7’X “ their position
reconsider its position. That was an element of un AX hX for X consuming country to
itself; and, so long as we remained a party to the ConvenX,X7eA^
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remain. With regard to the future, it was clear that we could not withdraw before 1908 ; and to do 
that it was necessary to give notice in September, 1907. Even if the Government gave notice to-day 
they could not withdraw before September, 1908 ; and, therefore, the Government felt, and he thought 
rightly felt, that a statement of their policy in regard to the Sugar Convention was not so pressing 
and urgent at the present moment as some other matters, seeing that whatever they were to decide 
now, no action could follow upon it before September, 1908. That was how the matter stood at the 
present moment.

Xetter to tbe JEbitor.
The Gladstone Family and Demerara.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Sir,—There has been so much ventilation of the subject of “ slavery ” of late that one’s mind is carried back to the 

old days of the West Indies, and by a sequence of thought to prominent politicians who had a direct interest therein.
Interesting information has been given in The West India Committee Circular as to old firms and families connected 

with the West Indies, and, perhaps, you could tell me something as to the relationship of the Gladstone family to British 
Guiana. I am under the impression that an estate called “Klien Pouderoyen’’ on the Demerara River in British 
Guiana belonged to them in slavery days.

I am,
Yours obediently,.

True Patriot.

Two sugar estates in Demerara belonged to the Gladstone family at the time of the abolition 
of slavery, “Vreed-en-Hoop” on the west side of the Demerara river and near its mouth, and 
“ Success ” on the east coast, the rum mark of which still bears the initials “ I. G.,” John Gladstone. 
Vreed-en-Hoop, which is the property of the New Colonial Company, has been amalgamated with 
“Windsor Forest ” for many years. It is noteworthy as having been the first estate in the West 
Indies on which a vacuum pan was erected in the early half of last century. The pan was small, 
holding about a ton of sugar, and was abandoned on account of the difficulty in curing the sugar, the 
introduction of centrifugals occurring later, and the estate remained muscovado up to the time of its 
being absorbed into Windsor Forest. Klien Pouderoyen, a cocoa and provision estate, adjoined 
Vreed-en-Hoop. The name of Gladstone is well-known up the Demerara river in association with 
wood-cutting, and Im Thum in his “ Among the Indians of Guiana,” narrates how he found at the 
foot of Roraima, the until lately mysterious mountain in the interior of Guiana, a tribe of Indians who 
had constructed a primitive church, with a lithograph of Mr. W. E. Gladstone over a substitute 
for an altar. At the abolition of slavery the Gladstone family, we believe, received ¿68,000 for the 
freedom of their slaves.—Ed.]

îTbe lEbitor’s
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest front a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.

Mar oth__Mails left by Direct Line S.S. “ Sarstoon.’’ 88 % Beet, 8s. 3fd.
Mor -Hmvv fighting in the Philippines between the Americans and Insurgents reported.—The R.M.S. 

.. port Antonio ” left Avonmouth for Jamaica.—Beet, 8s. 4d., quiet.
Mar nth —Colliery disaster near Lens, in France, involving the loss of over 1,100 lives.
Mar’ 12th'— The Times contained a Memorandum on the new Continental Tariffs issued by the Tariff Commission. 

T^th —Miss de Thierry re^apaper before the Royal Colonial Institute on “ Our Policy in the West Indies.’’ 
13th. spoke at a Banquet at the Reform Club.-Beet, 8s. ¿^ steady,
nth—Mr W Churchill announced the intention of the Government to “turn off the tap of Chinese

4 immigration into South Africa.”—Mr. Norman Lamont, M.P., appointed an assistant private
^pcretarv (unpaid) to the Prime Minister.—The Nelson Memorandum containing Nelson s instruc­
tions for the Battle of Trafalgar, sold to Mr. Sabin, who offered to hand it to the British Museum 
for the same price which he paid for it, viz. ¿3,600.—Beet, 8s. 5|d., steady

। __Th RMS.“ Port Royal ” arrived at Avonmouth from Jamaica. Beet, 8s. 5|a., quiet.

Fri., 
Sat.,

Sun., 
Mon.,

Tues., Mar.

Wed., Mar.

Thur., Mar.

Our Xibrarp.
We invite Members and others to send us copies of their works or of publications regarding 

rhe West Indies photographs of scenery, local events, &c„ for our Library.
the \Vest 1 , p » Industry of the British Central Africa Protectorate, by Mr. Samuel Simpson.

Report on the Cotton Grow £ AssOciation. In this a full account is given of the climate, soil, and general 
Manchester : Jhe British Cotton G g d ful directions as to economic and scientific cultivation of cotton,
conditions of Bnush Central Afnca w^ on „ Temporary Triumph of

Liberal" the country as regards Tariff Reform in face of the recent elections is dealt with.
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Messrs. Heriot & Geerligs continue their respective articles on “ Simple Methods of Chemical Control, and “ The Con­
stitution of Java Cane Molasses.” While Noël Deerr contributes a paper on “The Estimation of Sugar, Dextrose, or 
Levulose in Cane Sugar Products. The issue also gives a description, with two illustrations, of the new “ Lower 
Bethlehem Factory in St. Croix.”

Bulletin of the Imperial Institute. Vol. III., No. 4. London: James Truscott & Sons, Limited This number 
contains reports on various subjects of interest, cotton from the Federated Malay States, rubber from North Eastern 
Rhodesia, and articles on cotton cultivation in Cyprus and the United States, the production of camphor, the develop­
ment of volatile oil in plants, and one of special interest on the poisonous properties of the beans of the Phascolus Lanatus. 
or Mauritius bean, which have been traced to the development of prussic acid in varying quantities. Experience has 
shown that the white, or more cultivated bean, is free from prussic acid, while the pink or purple contained it in varying 
proportions according to the degree of colour. The Bulletin is full of matters of interest.

The West Indian Bulletin, Vol. VI.. No. 4. This issue of the Journal of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, 
is entirely devoted to sugar, and details are given of the sugar cane experiments in Barbados, and the manurial experiments 
in the Leeward Islands, which have already been recorded in The West India Committee Circular. A specially interesting 
account of what has been and is being done towards the improvement of the sugar cane by selection and hybridization, is 
given by Mr. F. A. Stockdale, while the Hon. Francis Watts reviews the sugar industry in Antigua and St Kitts-Nevis 
from 1881 to 1905, and in collaboration with Mr. H. A. Tempany an article on the “ Fermentation of Cane Juice.

TRotes of interest.
BANK RATE. The Bank Rate remains at 4 per cent, (changed from 3 per cent, on Sept. 28th, 

1905), and Consols (2^- per cent.) are quoted 90^xd.
W I.P.A. We are asked to state that the telegraphic address “ Wipa, London, ' has been 

registered for the West Indian Produce Association, Limited.
A LOLLIPOP. The dividend on the ordinary shares of Fuller’s, Ltd., the well known firm of 

confectioners, was 7^ per cent, for 1905, as compared with 5 per cent, for 1904.
DEMERARA SUGAR In a lecture under the auspices of the Midland Council of Grocers' Association, 

Mr. Herbert E. Pickett in reply to a question as to how “yellow crystals ” could be distinguished 
from Demerara sugar replied that there was a natural smell about Demerara. If they put water on 
the yellow crystals and the colour came off quickly this would tell them it was not Demerara.

THE CABLES. The cables between Puerto Rico, St. Croix and St. Thomas were restored on 
March 6th, and with the exception of St. Vincent, Barbados, Trinidad and Demerara, all places in the 
West Indies are now in communication by cable with the Mother Country. Messages to the Colonies

" f°rWarded by S1°°PS’ and freqUent Steamer °PP°rtuniLS are bei^ig availed oT

CLUB N E . Mr A^ernT^ °f the WesLIndia" Club, on Wednesday, March 7th,

A WES? INmES.THE In?i“’'Th^wasWtVdX^ the paper on “Our Policy in the West

Institute at the Whitehall Rooms on Tuesday M^rc^'i7th qhT6“”8 °f R°yaT°lonia>
and was followed by an interesting discussion in^-hich Sir Na i / i P,aper. was a fordble one, 
Mr. Edward R. Davson and Dr. Mil“a^ Ck’ Wh° °CCUpied the Chair’

A^i“'d inlile^^^ a^^ ““ WeSt AW-

the already heavy rates o? passage monX to Tnd L^ recent increase in
being expressed that with the increase in the number" of* Certam Parts the W est Coast, the opinion 
the journey, merchants are justified in expecting a reductiom561186^’ a"d shorter time occupied in 

woIk^thXiks i °Ut the of white labour for cane

eight Kanakas in cane cutting and leading. At the end ofX ’i™" comPeted with 
twenty-seven trucks against the fifteen of the forme Onl e fl ' a had CUt and loaded
were unable to resume work owing to cuts received 7 7 7 following day three of the white men
they were to the Kanaka labourers. th frantlc endeavours to prove how superior

ever, they can always be obtained “omtae wTp A^aTd else ‘V”® COUntry- N°w, how-
recipe of Sweet Alice Lime Punch, which, a^rdtag to « - C°nneCtion tHe following
IS all the rage at Palmbeach, will’be usefuTto ou^member^ A F1°rida correspondent8
X°e T8’ a 1 °f ?range juice’ two-thirds of a smartass o^wtak n Cane SUgar’ the J111“ of 

pineapple, a slice of orange, a slice of lemon, cherts, and&
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COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended March 8th, 338 bales of West Indian cotton 
were imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.50c!. per lb. • 
West Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb.; fine, i4d. per lb.; and extra fine, 15^. per lb’ 
Prices paid 8d. and iyd. The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom during the 
week ending March 1st, 1906, was 83,311 (including 190 bales British West Indian and 90 British 
West African), and the number for the nine weeks ending at the same date 1,028,764, of which 826 
were British West Indian.

Ube West Jnbian Civil Service.
The Hon. N. Darnell Davis, Auditor-General, and the Hon. C. B. Hamilton, Receiver-General, have been 

re-appointed members of the Executive Council, British Guiana.
The Hon. T. B. Oughton, LL.B., Attorney-General, Jamaica, has been appointed to be President of the Marine 

Board in the room of Sir H. R. P Schooles, now Chief Justice of Gibraltar.
Sir E. Bickham Sweet-Escott, K.C.M.G. has left England for Antigua, where he will resume the duties of 

Governor of the Leeward Islands. His Excellency has consented to act as Hon. Corresponding Secretary to the Royal 
Colonial Institute. 1

Mr. William Douglas Young, Commissioner of Turks Island, has been appointed Administrator of Dominica. 
Mr. Young is an old Carthusian, and entered the Colonial Service in 1876 as Clerk in the Government Secretary’s 
office, British Guiana. He was private Secretary to various administrators of the Government in British Guiana, 
Trinidad and the Gold Coast and to Sir H. T. Irving, the Governor of British Guiana, 1887-8. In 1895 he acted as 
Government-Agent in the North-West District, and in the same year Assistant Colonial Secretary in Mauritius. He has 
been Commissioner of Turks and Caicos Islands since 1901.

Weatber Ueleorams.
British Guiana (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd.) March 12th (dated 7th). 

“ Weather very dry and rain much wanted.” (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.) March 13th. “No 
rain worth speaking of since last message.” (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.) March 14th. “ Too dry, 
crops will be short of estimate.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.) week ended 
March 1st. Port Antonio : “ 22nd to 24th and 28th, fine.” Kingston : “ 22nd to 28th, fine.”

Ube /¡bails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—SAILINGS per R.M.S. “La Plata” (Capt. W. J. Dagnail) March 17th:— 

Barbados—Mrs. and two Misses Puttock, Mrs. M. D. Brown. Demerara—Mr. P. Mitford, Miss M. Wakelin. Jamaica— 
Rev. G. H. and Mrs. Lea, Rev. E. Davies, Miss Stanning, Miss Scott, Mr. H. Cook. Trinidad—Mr. S. Sanchez, Mr. 
Tanasi. St. Lucia—Colour-Sergt. Hampton.

OUTWARD BOOKINGS per R.M.S. “Trent” (Capt. A. P. Dix) April 5th:—Barbados—Mrs. Archer, Mr. F. Young, 
Mrs. Thomas Young, Mr. D. Young, Mr. and Mrs. Grannum, Sir Hugo and Mr. Richard Fitzherbert, Mr. E. Hargreave 
Trinidad—Mrs. and Miss Clifford. St. Vincent—Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Shaw.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service.—SAILINGS per R M S. “Port Antonio” (Captain W. R. Rowe), 
March 10th:—Jamaica—Capt. W. D. Alexander, Miss E. Croudace, Miss M. McClure, Mr. T. R. Dent, Mr. C. Dent, 
Mr. Donaldson, Mr. H. B. Hayman, Mr. P. Hughes Jones, Mr. C. C. Munton, Mr. A. Rogers, Mr. L. Rivett, Mr. C. 
Satow, Mrs. E. K. Stevens, Mr. R. Brogden, Mr. Holgate, Miss A. E. Nash, Miss D. Nash.

/¡bail arrangements.
We have again to announce an important change in the mail arrangements. As will be seen below, the R M.S.P. 

Company’s “ Trent ” will sail on Thursday, April 5th, instead of Saturday, March 31st, as originally notified. We under­
stand that there is a possibility of the R.M.S.P. Company’s steamers sailing fortnightly thereafter, and assuming that no 
change is made in the Direct Line services, we shall be in the rather unique position of having three mail opportunities 
for the West Indies on three consecutive days, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and no general ontgoing mail for another 
fortnight thereafter.

Outward Mails.
Packet. Closing for 

Letters in Ldn,

Statia ” 
Port Royal ’ ’ 
Trent ”

Mar. 23, noon.
„ 23, 6 p.m.

April 4, mdn’t.

Destination.

W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) 
and Demerara

Jamaica
W. I. Islands and Demerara

Port of Dep. Company.

Dartmouth Direct Line
Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S
Southampton ... R.M.S.P.Co.

Date.

Mar. 23

„ 24
April 5

Homeward Mails.
Date.

Mar. 26
„ 26
.. 31

Where From.
W I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) and Demerara
Jamaica
W. I. Islands and Demerara ..............................

Port of Arrival. Company. Packet.
London Direct Line ‘ ‘ Salybia ’ ’
Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. ' ‘ Port Kingston
Southampton R.M.S.P. Co. “ Orinoco ”

jerports of iproöuce from Jamaica.
Sugar Cocoa Rum Coffee Coconuts Pimento Bananas Oranges

tons. cwts. galls. cwts. cwts. bunches

April i to Feb. 10, ’06 
„ 0 ». ’05

9.281 27,992 850,865 61,684 5.593.929 81,725 13.153.102 70,319,918
7>389 19,786 997.O71 44’569 3,031,293 135.445 7.565.942 75,744.841
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{The IProòuce imarkets’ Summary.
Sugar. —The Market during the fortnight has slightly improved, and 88% beet which was quoted last mail 8s. 3d. 

is now 8s. 5|d. The cause of this is entirely “ bears ” covering their sales of May and August delivery, and is not attri­
butable to any change in the statistical position of sugar nor to any departure from the hand to mouth policy of Refiners 
and the Trade which has been the leading feature ever since the Market commenced its downward course in January, 1905. 
What will be the ultimate course of the Market when the huge engagements for May come to be liquidated is not easy to 
determine. Time alone will demonstrate this, and in the meantime the overplus of sugar remains undisturbed and is an 
unpleasant feature, Great interest is centred on the probable beet sowings for next year, which cannot be even approxi­
mately gauged before quite the end of April. All sorts of figures will be offered to us by interested parties, all equally 
unreliable. With October/December delivery largely sold ahead in the neighbourhood of 8s. gd. to gs , on account of the 
growers, the reduction of sowings, if any, may not reach an appreciable amount. The writer however, not pretending to 
know, prefers leaving the solution of the question for the facts to be ascertained. One thing is clear, that a reduction of 
20 per cent, is required in Convention Europe to set the Market on its legs again, and it is fervently to be hoped, although 
doubtful, that some such reduction will be undertaken. With the uncertainty surrounding the Market, distribution does 
not expand, nor is it likely to do so till things are settled.

The closing quotations of 88% beet are March, 8s. 5$d. ; May, 8s. 6id. ; August, 8s 8Ad. and Oct Dec 
8s. 9^d., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba
Cargoes afloat

Total 
Quotations of 88% Beet :—

on uneven dates are
1906 

3,760,000 
200,000 
140,000

1905
2,550,000 

170,000 
220,000 
20,000

1904
3,420,000 

110,000 
190,000
40,000

1903 
3,200,000

160,000
250,000
40,000

4,100,000 2,960,000 3,760,000 3,650,000
8s. 5Jd. 14s. 6d. 8s. 4d. 8s. 5d.

as follows :— 
1902 

3.460,000 Tons.
110,000 ,,
300,000 ,,

10,000 ,,

3.880,000 
6s. 4Ad.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—The Market remains steady, with a good demand from the Tndp 
satisfactory. The general range of prices is from 14s. for inferior trades up to 16s 6d fnr emfn' del'Yries continuing 
choice sugar, yellow selling chiefly from 14s 6d to iss Xh t- d for *ma11 quantities of fine and
For 96 test to Refiners, 9s. Id. is obtaSe on floating term" ’ g qUa,1''eS I4S' 9d' °r the same as ,ast Mail

Molasses Sugar.—Is steady from ns. for low dark, up to 15s. for small lots of choice 
is saleable at 7s. 6d. on floating conditions. cnoice. To Refiners 8g test

Muscovado.—There is no stock of grocery and prices are uncertain For 8« » .. . n n 
been done at 8s. ijd. on floating terms, whi?h is 89 tO Re6nerS' a g°°d business has

West India Figures since 1st Jan 
Imports...
Deliveries ...
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised

Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for 2 m

1906. 1905- 1904. igo3.12,000 7000 8000 3100gooo
12,000

8000
9000

9000
11,000

9000
23,000

14s. 9d. 21s. Od. 15s. Od. 14s. 6d

Landings 
Home Consumption .. 
Stocks 28th Feb.

Stocks in London : 
Jamaica ... 
Demerara

Total of all kinds

igo6.
5800

10,300
-----  22,800

Demerara continues lifeless, and accurate quotations 
having an unusually small outlet in the country. ~
secret.

1906.
1.565,000 

725,000 
7,814,000

1905.
6600
6100

20,000
_ cannot be given.

ci 1 r • • —--------Some sales have been mark
Stocks of this rum in London are 10 300 puns., against 6100 puns Fas® 
is not oromisin.o- Tammra Koina .-,,,1__ j _ , last

!9O5.
921,000 
756,000

8,395,000 
1904.
7500

12,200
28, goo

igo2.
6000 Tons.

10,000 r, 
8000

15s. 9d.
1904.

1.493.000 Galls.
769,000 

10,164,000 ,,
1903 
8800 Puns.

10,000 ,,
2g, 600

outlook is not promising Jamaica being in reduced supply ¿“stea'dv at' 
Leewards and other proof kinds are nominal. J 1

Our chief buyers refrain from operating, 
to outsiders particulars of which are kept 
year, and deliveries are falling off

2S. id. P'«- c*----” — -
- —— railing Ulf. The

tor Standard Home Trade Marks.

Cocoa. Board of Trade Returns for 2 months ■ 
Imports .............................................I9°G-

Home Consumption ... . 3294
Stocks 28th Feb......................... 4137

Stocks in London : ” _
Trinidad.......................................... TI9°6
Grenada ... ... 4 >000
Total of all kinds .............................. *°°°

ConsTmpti^ °tHer Islands- fa,r Native

1905. 
18,000
12,000
81,000

1905-
4467
3861
5885

1904.
12,000 
ig.ooo
72,000

1904.
6552 Tons.
3862 ,,
4944

1903.
13,000 Bags.
17,000
84,000
The closing' Estate Marks0"'7 moderate demand.

consumption is satisfactory, as shown by thei Board of tSr 45S’ and ferraented 4^ to ^rs. 6°Tlie fi^two month \ 
of a year, and are no sure indication of Uat w^ RetUFnS Pnnted abo-> bu* ‘worths ^e aVmail poition

Coffee Steady. Good ordinary Jamaica, 39s. to 41s

Arrowroot.—A slow market, but the value of good manufacturing v
Lime Juice.—Steadv at Tnd to 1 manutactunng St. Vincent remains 2d

at 2S. 3d. to as, 6d. Distilled Oil, quoted at rs. 5dQnCentrated’ S™«- value, ¿ry r5s. to £l8
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THE R.M.S.P. “Magdalena” which, as our readers will remember, was put on the West Indian route 
to replace the “ Trent,” when the latter met with an accident on January 20th, made up time 

on her round route to New York and back, but in spite of that she did not reach Southampton until 
March 21st, nearly five days late. We are consequently compelled to publish the present mail edition 
of the West India Committee Circular at lightning speed, and can therefore fairly ask forgiveness 
for any shortcomings which may—but will not, we hope—be noticeable. Added to our present trouble 
is anxiety as to the future. The sailing of the R.M.S.P. “ Trent,” originally fixed for March 31st, 
has been postponed to Thursday, April 5th, five days later. If this is not enough to make the editorial 
hair turn grey, we should like to know what is ! We shall endeavour, however, to show ourselves 
equal to the occasion. Our printers will have been at work all night when these lines appear in print, 
and every effort will be made to avoid missing the mail by the Direct Line. As to the future, we 
have to announce that the West India Committee Circular will until further notice be published on 
Wednesday, in order that our friends in the Colonies may receive the latest information. As we 
pointed out in our last issue, the result of the change in the services of the R.M.S.P. Co. will be that 
we shall find ourselves in the unique position of having three mail opportunities to the West Indies 
on three consecutive days, by the R.M.S.P. Co., the Direct Line, and Elder, Dempster and Co an 
embarras de richest indeed ! But this is not all; the journey to Barbados and Trinidad wdl take a 
day longer than at present, though Demerara will be reached a day earlier St Vincent and 
Grenada bv inter-colonial steamer from Barbados, which will once more be the junction With 
regard to the Northern Islands service, the arrangements are complex to a degree Leeward 

landers will have several days in which to reply to their letters received by the mails of April 5th 
d nth but the mail steamer connecting with the transatlantic steamer leaving Southampton on 

and 9th, but ,, t ct Kitts Nevis and Montserrat, and there will be no opportunity
May 3rd will only make onea at St KzttN ma)ntalned by Line

of reply to letters for a from St. Vincent to St. Kitts, is to be suspended
since April. 1904, be we Altogether, the position of affairs is most unsatisfactory, and it
after the midd e o nex the Government, bearing in mind that the “ convenience and business ” 

of ZcXy to quote the words of their predecessors in z89o, “ depend in so large a manner upon
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the punctuality and absolute regularity of their communication with Europe and with each other,” 
will take matters in hand and give the West Indies an efficient and regular mail service. The present 
state of affairs is intolerable.

JAMAICA is to be congratulated upon the marked improvement now noticeable in her finances, 
which were crippled by the hurricane of August, 1903. Sir Alexander Swettenham, in his clear and 

straightforward address to the Legislative Council of Jamaica on February 27th, a report of which 
reached us by the “ Port Royal ” on March 15th, was in the happy position of being able to announce 
the probability of the financial year 1905-6 showing a satisfactory surplus of revenue over expendi­
ture. It does infinite credit to the Government that the Colony has been able to liquidate its over­
draft of £88,832 from the Crown agents, and that there is also a probability of there being a surplus 
at the close of the year of about £12,000. However, the fact that Jamaica won the lawsuit against 
the Colonial Bank, involving the release of the money deposited at the bank by mutual consent between 
the Government and the railway contractors, £22,000, contributed towards the successful result of 
the year s working, and Sir Alexander Swettenham very properly added that it was evident that 
the country m general had not fully recovered the comparatively prosperous position it held in the 
year before the hurricane, and that greater caution than ever was expedient in preparing the Estimates. 
Dealing with the question of the mail subsidy, he said that its expiration had produced an inferior 
service to and with the rest of the West Indies and thence to England ; but on the other hand the 
new service established in connection with the Cunard Line via New York, afforded a very quick 
route between England and Jamaica, which had increased the number of passengers from America. 
Regarding the Imperial Direct West India Mail Service, he called attention to the three matters in 
the contract winch still remained unfulfilled, that is to say, the contractors’ obligation to visit Port 
An om°; the provision of a timetable, and the appointment of agents for instructing fruit producers. 

SocieVv^t a K latter^°mt Same ma11 brou£ht us the information that the Jamaica Agricultural 
oc ety, at a meeting on the 21st, agreed to the suggestion that, if it could be arranged that the Colony 

shouid lecewe the whole of the sum, they would be prepared to accept £5.00 per annum from Messrs 
Elder, Dempster and Co. in lieu of the provision of instructors. After touching on UmquesLn of 

Law™ 05 S“x 'T^d^ Pr°TedlnS °n voluntary lines under the Emigrants’ Protection 
a father co ! fthe and announced that he had received
the imperial g“^^ that the —nt arrangements for

of the Colony were greatly in ever f tn ’ regards "»'"'«ration, the charges on general revenue 
payment by employers had t ! SanCtl°ned by the Council> and meanwhile the rate of

praise of the Imperial DepartmenJo^Zri^ AleXander had a word to saY in
sitate. additional taxation if the wishes of th^ ‘hen touched on education, which might neces- 

were carried out. The Customs Tariff ‘'em i legard to compulsory attendance at school 
fixed in order to a^d un^n^ ° J “ °f «me being

property for taxation would be introduced As toZ T 6X1Stlng system of valuation of

the prospects held out by the Brussels Conve f Sa'd that might be hoped that
which had been observable ft Te last hund^ aT"dlmmUtl°n “ SUgar Eduction,
from a place of boundless possibilities to one oT T that needed to c°nvert the Colony 
in growth and export of produce, for which th permanent actual Prosperity was continual industry 
the rum protection law had undertaken several & bU"dant r°°m' The officer appointed under
the genuine product a good advertisement In Pr°,eCUtlOns successfully, and had thereby given 
of the King's representative in Central America n "TT”’ le.P°mted out that owing to the death 
were still pending. Sir Alexander Swettenham’s add N‘CaragUa reSarding turtle fishery

we think, fail to .crease -^n  ̂ “
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Correspondents.
Following our usual custom, we give the following extracts from the letters of our Hon. 

Correspondents, which must necessarily be shorter than usual, owing to the delay in the arrival of 
the mail referred to above.

Antigua. The Inconvenient Mail Arrangements.

In a letter dated February 24th, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner again referred to the inconvenience 
of the present mail service. For the second time in succession the Royal Mail steamer had arrived 
three days late, and had not called at Antigua on the southward journey. Under these conditions 
regular correspondence became impossible.

A successful Agricultural Show was held on February 22nd under the auspices of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture ; the School Garden exhibits were of especial interest, and considering 
the conditions, were of very fair merit.

Bendal’s factory had commenced crop, and Gunthorpe’s was expected to begin in the following 
week. Both factories had been improved since last crop. Steam ploughing commenced on 
February 17th on Gunthorpe’s land, and the engines appeared to be doing good work on the heavy 
clay land. There could be little doubt that with the deep breaking up given by steam ploughs, the 
heavy lands of the Island would prove far more drought resisting than in the past.

Barbados. The Continued Drought.

The Hon. Forster M. Alleyne, in a letter dated March 9th, reported that a meeting of the 
Permanent Exhibition Committee had been held, at which it was decided what exhibits should he 
sent to the Canadian Exhibition. A sub-committee had been appointed to prepare a handbook.

It seemed extraordinary that if the W.I. and P. Telegraph Co. desired to advance their 
interests in the West Indies, they did not take more pains to compile the items of news which they 
sent. Some of the paragraphs were perfectly ridiculous, as might be seen from the files of the local 
newspapers. They had been dependent on a sloop for nearly a fortnight to bring them telegrams 
irregularly from beyond the point where the cable was broken. This was the more inconvenient, as 
it was in the heart of crop time, with an uncertain market, and when it was of the utmost importance 
for intending passengers to know the arrivals of the R.M. steamers at the different ports.

There was no change to report in the weather. The rainfall for the year to date hardly 
amounted to two inches in most places, and this miserable total had only been arrived at by small 
showers, which had left little impression on the parched soil. The young canes as a whole were keeping 
green in a miraculous way, but in some places they might be seen dying in the holes. The old canes 
continued to yield well, two hogsheads per acre being generally obtained, and even more on certain 
estates. It was to be hoped that this yield might be obtained. Sugar was quoted at $1.35, Dark 
Crystals at $1.80, and molasses. 14 cts. weak.

British Guiana. Acceptable Rains.

The Combined Court assembled again on February 20th and the following days
With regard to weather, Mr. A. Summerson reported in his letter of February 27th that they 

had had some good rains for a couple of days during the fortnight. The fall was heavier in Demerara 
than in Essequibo and Berbice, the latter country getting the smallest share. Good heavy showers 
were wanted generally.

Dominica. An Earthquake Shock.
Mr F A Agar writing on February 27th, reported that an earthquake shock, severe for 

Dominica,' was felt on the 17th, but no damage was done locally. Cable communication however, 

was a?|m mterimpted. the past fortnight had been beautifully fine. Lime trees in all districts were 

in excellent condition and covered with flowers and young fruit.

Grenada. A Period of Dulness.
When the Hon D S. de Freitas wrote on February 28th rain was needed almost throughout 

the Isla^to develop the many and tor^mthe large ones onthe ^^The ram-

fall for January was 2.76 me . ’ ce of insufficient rain it was conjectured that the current
cTo^o^ about 2000 ^short- co^

mtheTrX Ind e^ydTyhfe of theIsland work in abundance

and higT^fs^ the labourer with the spade. For some years there had
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been an “industrial reserve” in Grenada to whom employment could be offered intermittently, only 
when the market price of cocoa justified increased expenditure on the erection of buildings and on 
intensive culture, manures, etc. Such as these had gone and were going, buf nine-tenths of them 
would return, for an abiding love of their Island was among the most notable and attractive traits 
of Grenadians. To view an exodus of this nature with dismay was “ shortness of thought.”

The usual February race meeting took place at Grand Ance, St. George’s, on February 13th 
and 14th. The meeting was successful in every respect ; keenness and excitement culminated in a 
dead heat in the last race of the meeting, a result due alike to excellent handicapping and horse­
manship of a high order. The Governor’s Cup was won by Mr. E. T. Gay’s Memory, and the 
cup presented by Messrs. Thomson, Hankey and Co. by Mr. M. E. H. Martin’s Sweetheart, two 
handsome trophies won by two of the best and most popular sportsmen in the Island. The reception 
given to Sir Robert Llewelyn on both days was most complimentary. He was a thorough sports­
man, and all classes appreciated his interest in and enjoyment of local sport.

When Mr. C. Falconer Anton, Secretary of the Agricultural and Commercial Society, closed 
his letter on February 27th, the Direct Line steamer “ Savan ” had just arrived from Barbados. A 
break in the cable between Grenada and St. Vincent had left them at the mercy of sailing and other 
opportunities for telegraphic news during the past few days.

A meeting of the Agricultural Experiments Committee was held on February 23rd. The first 
Special General Meeting of the Agricultural Society in the parish of St. Andrew’s would be held on 
01 about March 15th. Both the Committee of Management and the Agricultural Experiments 
Committee had written to ask the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture to allow Mr. Ballou the 
entomologist, to come to Grenada to advise as to the best means of dealing with the black blight 
that was playing havoc with everything that it attacked.
■for the tetter Vo^n ^7 Windy’ but * WaS thought that there would be a change
ApriL b tf ’ d th far aS C°COa WaS concerned’ good pickings might be looked for in

Jamaica. An Increased Acreage under Sugar

SCSI'S^extended, and the small setters were akn Y estates the acieage under sugar canes had been 
had been seriously cultivation The cotton crop in lower Vere
from the same cause g Y CaterPlllars’ and the cassava cultivation at Longville had suffered

. Nevis. A More Regular Mail Service Needed.

the Royal Mad steamer rendered^!fhat Once moie the movements of 

as the steamer would not return to Nevis Tn i?e i r.eceiving the English advices,
prevailing was most unsatisfaXra^ Trinidad. The state of things
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies with aUS1 Y ? ^nera^ aPPeal throughout the West Indies 
mail service. With the nX^ of some more regular

was no means of ascertaining with any degree of reliabdiH0^101? Cable communication, there 
and a chaotic condition was the result g reliability when to expect the steamer’s arrival, 

contributed largely Towards'thTbreakages T cabled “d nGiShbouring islands had evidently 
should be the precursors of some violenTruntion^n Ane d aPPreh"n;?onTs were entertained lest they 
present they had been singul“rtyf^ In Nevis UP to tbG
atmosphere unusually clear for this season. quakes’ but the weather was curiously still and the 
P^^dcrop^ g<t,Orl ^"wers bad fallen in some

lint to seed cotton this year was not nearly soZ/h as as? n d C°ttOn- The Percentage of cotton 
was realised, and on an average 27 per ¿nt Thk Iwr IM? “ lnstances 28 Per cent, of lint 
when the yield was 27 per cent , the Lerage had fX^ had been ¿"dividual cases
estimated at 25 per cent., or one quarter of the gros“^^ miSbt be roughly
to the weather or other climatic Conditions or to™^ had been due

p ¿1 Kitts. The Sugar Yield Good
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thing pointed to a good crop. There was, however, a temporary difficulty in getting room for their 
sugars, which they hoped would be remedied soon.

Cotton results had been generally satisfactory, and account sales received showed a fair price, 
between is. id. and is. 2d. per lb.

St. Lucia. The Seismic Disturbances.

In his letter dated February 27th, the Hon. E. Du Boulay reported that they experienced 
on thb 16th inst., at 1.35 p.m., a very violent shock of earthquake, followed by others of a less severe 
nature ; these shocks, indeed, still continued at long intervals, but of a comparatively mild character. 
So far as ordinary observation went, there were no premonitory symptoms leading to the supposition 
that any disturbance, seismic or otherwise, was imminent, so that everyone was taken aback by 
its appalling suddenness, and a certain amount of panic, quite natural under the circumstances, was 
manifested. A number of walled buildings in the town had been more or less injured, but most of 
them were repairable. Happily no loss of life occurred, nor as far as was known, any case of serious 
injury to the person.

The wharves, over which the Colony has expended a considerable amount of money, fortunately 
remained quite intact and had not been affected in any way. A small quantity of the filling in at 
the back of the concrete work subsided a few inches ; but this was a matter of little importance, and 
the business of coaling steamers went on as before without let or hindrance.

The disturbance was felt in the neighbouring Islands, notably Martinique and St. Vincent. 
Up to the present the volcanoes on those Islands were quiescent. The weather was dry and cropping 
was general.

St. Vincent. Another Account of the Earthquake.

When Messrs. D. K. Porter and Co. wrote on February 28th the topic uppermost in everyone’s 
thoughts was the occurrence of severe earthquakes at St. Lucia and St. Vincent. The first heavy 
shock in the latter Island parted the telegraph cables, so they were unfortunately again cut off from 
the rest of the world, and had to depend on steamers or sailing vessels for news of what was going on 
outside of Barbados and St. Vincent.

The weather has been exceedingly dry and hot, making the earth so hard as to interfere very 
much with arrowroot digging. They were also beginning to suffer for want of labour to pick the cotton, 
and they feared, as this cultivation was extended, the question of labour in the Island was going to 
be a very serious one indeed, more especially as such good inducement was being held out by the 
Canal Commissioners for male adults to emigrate to Panama.

Mr. Adams, the recently appointed Chief of Excise for the Windward Islands, was in the 
Colony.

Trinidad. The Cocoa Industry.
Writing on March 8th. the Hon. G. Townsend Fenwick stated that prices having fallen since 

crop started, most of the factories, if not all,.except Mr. Lamont’s, were now paying 8s. 6d. for canes. 
Even at this price the purchasing of canes entailed loss to most of the buyers.

The debate on the adoption of the Labour Report was opened on February 19th, but was 
adjourned after Mr. McCarthy’s speech, with a few words from Mr. Fenwick in seconding its adoption. 
With the report had been got together a mass of information which would be valuable for reference 
at all times The debate on the proposals to establish a new governing body for the city of Port of 
Spain was opened on March 7th rather late in the sitting of the Council, and was adjourned until 
the 14th. Full reports will be found in the newspapers of the 8th.

With regard to the Agricultural Society, the report of the Committee appointed by the 
Governor had been adopted by the Society, and a new Ordinance would soon be brought before the 
Legislative Council and the Society fairly re-started with considerably more influence than it 

Possessed^before^er been dry throughout the fortnight, with high winds and high tempera­

ture for the time of year. There had been occasional very light showers, but too light to be of any 
crnnd to the rapidly parching vegetation. .
gooo k^t .ts early promisej and would be over the average, but prices were too

low for.* the past month continued on a small scale, and with the continuance
of drv weather the prospects of a June crop were very poor. Prices were nominally the same but 
?he undertone of the market was much easier. Owing to the interrupted cable communication, 
little or no business had been done for future delivery Quotations remained unaltered at 52s 6d. 
Fine Fstates 50s 6d. Mixed Estates, and 49s-6d. for Ordinary C. and F. Havre. With regard to 
Venezuela arrivals from the mainland continued on a fairly heavy scale and prices in consequence 
had somewhat receded. A few lots of Fine realised fancy prices, but ordinary qualities changed hands 

at $11-75 to $12.00.
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West Jnbtan interests at Westminster.
Intercolonial Free Trade.

In reply to Mr. Norman Lamont. Mr. Winston Churchill said, in the House of Commons on 
Monday, March 19th : The Secretary of State would view with favour any measures tending to the 
establishment of inter-colonial free trade in the British West Indies, though the possibilities of such 
trade are necessarily limited by the similarity of their products ; he is also in favour of the estab­
lishment of uniform tariffs in the different Colonies, and of the reduction of Customs duties wherever 
possible ; but as these duties are imposed solely for revenue purposes, the possibility of effecting 
reductions depends upon the financial position. Jamaica has very recently abolished the surtax of 
6 per cent, upon the Customs tariff which was imposed last year.
Extension of Elective Institutions.

In reply to Sir C. Dilke, on March 20th, Mr. Churchill said : The recent labour troubles in 
Demerara were not the outcome of political differences ; and, having regard to the peculiar racial 
conditions of the West Indies, His Majesty’s Government are not satisfied that the extension of 

institutions W0UM be likely to conduce to the prosperity or tranquillity of the population. 
1 he Constitutions of the Colonies have been so frequently and, in some cases, so recently revised that 
it is not considered expedient to undertake further experimental changes at present unless special 
occasion should arise.

/IDaxl arrangements.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. announce important alterations in their West Indian services.

dai °f dePartuFe 1S altered to Thursday, five days later than at present (beginning with April 
5th) Two inter-colonial steamers will serve (1) St. Vincent, Grenada, and Demerara. and (2) the 
Northern Islands, and the junction ” will be effected at Barbados instead of Trinidad.

• + aire Messrs. Henry Langridge and Co. and Messrs. Scrutton, Sons and Co., that
Teio ^ter-colomal service which they have maintained since April, 1904, between Barbados and the 
Kittson At^^^ V? W'U?e ®usPended' The service will be discontinued at St.
Kitts on April 13 th next, after the delivery by the s.s. Sibun,” of cargo ex the s.s. “ Statia ” leaving 
1'71/rbaL/^ ■ Trihed' ”nlne steanlers from London will continue to sail as at present
to Bai bad os Grenada, Trinidad, and Demerara, at regular fortnightlv intervals Cargo will be 
received by these steamers on through bills of lading to St. Vincent, St/Lucia, Dominica 
From This cargo will be transhipped and forwarded by prompt steamers
T ? a P JIrimdad. The London steamers will also proceed as at present to the Northern 
Islands to deliver rough cargo outward, and to receive shipments of cargo homeward

Total at last r 
February ist. 

„ ist
,, 3rd

Shipments.
eport
—“Oranje Nassau ”
—“ Martinique ”
—“ Oruro ”

. . 27,614 Trinidad
• • L25o

1,908

4,611 Venezuela

657
New York.
Europe.

„ 3rd.—“ Grenada ” . . • • 3T3I
10 ,, Canada.

„ 5th.—“ Atrato ” 1,737 New York.
5th.—“ Prins Willem III.” 1,025 „

*T54
Europe.

7th.—“ Magdalena ” New York.
,, 9th.—“ Prins der Nederlanden 2,411

• • 1,045

270 „
Europe.,, 10th.

„ 15th.
—“ Ascania ’l ..
—“ Orinoco ”

208 „
200 ,,

„ 16th. —“ Statia ” 20 Canada.
,, 19th. —“ Venezuela ” Europe.
,, 19th. —“ Maracas ” 50 ,,

1,762
• • L255

1,366 
963

,, 19th.
,, 21st.-

Prins Fred. Hendrik ”
—“ La Plata ”

New York.

„ 22nd.—Prins Willem IV.”
—“ Severn ”

• • L363 Europe.
„ 23rd. 454

23rd.
March ist.-

—“ Schwarzburg ” 
Mar a val ”

594
655 *7

503
99

„ 3rd.-—“ Ocamo ” • • T,°25 782 „ New York.

Totals to date
30 „ Canada.

• • 46,5*0 bags. 12,946 Venezuelan.
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“®uv ipolicp in tbe West Jnbies.”
As briefly announced in our last issue, Miss C. de Thierry read a forcible paper before the Royal 

Colonial Institute, entitled “ Our Policy in the West Indies,” on Tuesday, March 13th. Sir Nevile 
Lubbock occupied the chair, and among those present we noticed : Mr. J. R. Boose, Mr. C. Czarnikow, 
Mr. Edward R. Davson, Mr. Martin Elliott, Mr. Alex. G. Lowe, Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Mackintosh, Mr. 
Allan E. Messer, Dr. Miller Maguire, Mr. J. S. O’Halloran, Mr. and Mrs. J. Rippon, Mr. F. I. Scard, 
Mr. Trowbridge, Mr. E. T. Whitaker, Dr. and Mrs. Wykham, Sir Frederick Young, and Mr. Algernon 
E. Aspinall. Miss de Thierry, who was introduced by Sir Nevile Lubbock, condemned successive 
British Governments for having no American policy, and said that she supposed from tbe fact that 
the Colonial Secretary had said that the rumour as to the cession of the West Indies was absurd, that 
the Government was drifting. Miss de Thierry went on to say : That the one gleam of light in our 
diplomacy during the past fifty years was the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, in which the rights of England 
and the United States in the construction of the Panama Canal were held to be equal. Instead of 
being a purely American undertaking it,was to be under the joint control of the two countries. As a 
guarantee of her good faith Great Britain gave up Greytown, the Mosquito Coast Protectorate, and 
the Bay Islands, all commanding positions near the isthmus. As things have turned out this was a 
surrender absolutely without equivalent. For the Americans never rested until the Treaty was 
abrogated, which was done in 1901 by the Pauncefote-Hay Convention. Hence the Panama Canal 
is, with England’s consent, to be built as an American concern. Nothing was said about the strategical 
position we abandoned in the Bulwer-Clayton Treaty, and so, by a mere stroke of the pen, a water­
way, which may rival the Suez Canal, was placed under the control of a foreign power.

Nor is this all. The same Power commands the entrance to the Gulf of Mexico, and, when 
the Mole St. Nicholas is acquired, the Windward Passage entrance to the Caribbean opposite the 
projected canal. That is to say, the shortest routes from Great Britain and the Dominion to Panama, 
Honduras, and Jamaica are not now dominated by Spain, but by the United States. The new century 
found us with our supremacy gone, and a pushing rival in our place. Admitting that the naval 
point of view was the only one from which to view the West Indies, our policy is no more intelligible 
than before. In his memorable “ invasion ” speech last year Mr. Balfour said that, owing to the 
progress of modern invention, the conditions of defence have changed. He referred particularly to 
steam and the telegraph. Since that was the view of his Government it might be thought that before 
removing the outward and visible signs of British power in the Caribbean they would have seen 
that the modern conditions on which they laid such stress are there. But are they ? As a matter 
of fact cheap and rapid communication, which is one of the means of tightening the bond of Empire, 
is actually discouraged. That the re-distribution of the Navy called for the withdrawal of the West 
Indian Squadron may be admitted. But in the circumstances there is something almost farcical 
in the idea of leaving one second class cruiser to patrol the whole of the Caribbean.

Cable communication with British possessions in this part of the world is inferior to cable 
communication between France and her dependencies, and between the United States and hers. 
British Honduras is entirely cut off from everywhere except by steam. Jamaica has cable com­
munication with distant Halifax and Bermuda, over British territory, but none with any of the island 
fortresses of which she is the forefront. St. Kitts and Antigua are connected, and so are St Lucia, 
Barbados’ Grenada, Trinidad, and British Guiana, but they are not in communication with the 
outside world and Jamaica, over British territory, and the AU-British Cable scheme receives no 
assistance Nor is this the worst. The rate for sending telegrams to the West indies from this 
country varies from three shillings to seven shillings a-word. As it is only is. 8d. a word to Havana, 
and is zod. to the rest of Cuba, it can readily be seen under what a ^advantage the neighbouring 
British Colonies labour. Again, it was only the other day that the subsidy for the mail contract was 
withdrawn. continued.)
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Ube JEbitoUs H)iarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Fri., March IGth.—Blue Book, Cd. 2822, issued, dealing with the recent disturbances in British Guiana.—88% Beet 

8s. 5d., quiet.
Sat., March 17th.—Letter from Mr. Winston Churchill abusing Mr. Chamberlain to an anonymous correspondent, 

published in the Press.—The Venezuela Government suspended the cable service via Trinidad, 
alleging irregularities.—Beet 8s. 5£d., quiet.

Sun., March 18th.—Earthquake at Kagi, near Formosa.
Mon., March 19th. —Mr. Chamberlain replied to Mr. Winston Churchill’s taunts in The Times.—250 Members of the 

London Conservative Association petitioned the Executive to convene Special Meeting to 
consider Sir Edward Clarke’s speeches on the Fiscal Question.—Beet 8s. 5Ad.. steadv.

lues., March 20th.—Deadlock at the Algeciras Conference.—Beet 8s. 6d., steady.
Wed., March 21st.—Mr. Byles’ vote of censure, in the House of Commons, on Lord Milner.—Beet 8s. 6d , steadv.

hur., March 22nd. Show of Colonial Fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall opened Awards in West Indian Section :— 
The Jamaica Agency (Aston W. Gardner & Co ), silver Knightian medals for grape-fruit; Mr G. L. 
LucaJ’ Constant Spring, Jamaica, silver Banksian medal for pineapples; Mr. E. W. Muirhead, 
Mandeville Jamaica, Knightian bronze medal for oranges : Mr. E. F. Coke, Mile Gullv, Jamaica, 
Knightian bronze medal for lemons ; The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd., of 4, Fenchurch 
Buildings, London, silver Knightian medal for general West Indian produce.--Beet 8s. 5fd., quiet.

Ibomewarb passengers.
Dix) Mareh2°U?- Compaitg.-EIQME ARRIVALS per R.M.S. “Magdalena” (Cant. A. P.
Rowntree Mr1 4' ^arbaöOS—Miss F S. Burton, Miss H. Jones, Mr. J. Stamford, Mr. E. S. Comber, Mr. F. H. 
Samatca-Mr J ftktos Mr Ä Jones’JIr- H- Kennedy, Mr. F. C. Norton, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Demorest. 
Stu"rock Mr and Mrs Wh^ r- Mrs W A. Boss, Mr. Morier, Mr. J. R. Florence, Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. Nosworthy, Mr. and Mrs. H. Finlay Mr’w
Miller, Mr. Woodroffe, Mr and Mrs V Carron* ^Tr r a? f ™ ¥r' C' Gudlemard> Mr. and Mrs. S. R. C.
Valentin. Mr. F. R. Chapman Mr H Ä R R* Alston’ Mrs’ B’ W*
W. Quait, Mr. and Mrs. E. Head Maior and Mrs T .K' Keightley, Mr. Cameron, Dr. and Mrs. A.
and Mrs. V. L. Thomson, Mrs. M. A^Bere Mr M Volk anda.leur’ Mr-> Mra ’ and Miss Poggi» Mr.
Mrs. Clayton, Mr. A. Samad, Mr. E. C. Äfe A d Carey’ Lieutenant W. S. Nicholson, Mr. and
Sue, Mr. Miley, Mrs. and Miss Urich Mr R ’ Rmf p -Long, Mrs. F. Sprenger, Master O. Lee Lum, Master J. Tsoi a 
Swarbrick, MrI’ and Miss Ph HppÄ J d^l^hertv ¿Ts°O^ J' FuUer’ MrS* Dunn’ Miss G‘
Pugh. UJjlaüarty» Mr. S. O Shaughnessy, Mr. C. E. Davies, Mr. and Mrs. Lovell, Mrs.
Owen Jones^Mfrlh 1LF:—Per RMS “Port Royal” (Capt. 
Mr. and Mrs. Field Fisher, Miss C. George Mr and Mr« RMA • Cr°?’ Mr‘ Dowdeswell, Mr. and Miss Elliott,
Mrs. G. Thursby, Mr. A. E. Hawk nsMrandI MrD R w Mrs’ K C- Moore’ Miss Stevens, Mr. andHunt, Mr. F. A^Stee’e, Col. ÄgMi. j R Smith' Mr W C Phi' R‘ M°Ure’ T’ Sheriff’ LieUt’
Thome, Mr. N. Khourani. * Mr. W. G. Phillips. Second Saloon.—Mr. C. Lines, Miss E.

Wleatber fTeleûtams.
_ Jßarbados—(Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller) March j
Tennant Sons & Co.). March 19th, “Weather is favourable L 7 d^’ ra^- Yanted-” CrmtÖaÖ-lMessre. C.
Ltd.), March 19th, “ Weather is dry.” Jamaica rrheDK^w °fr?ss,Tg satisfactorily.”—(The New Colonial Co., 

P°BT Antonio —1st, Cloudy ; 2nd%eavy3rXÄ^ Ltd.), week ended March 7th,

------- —— Sports of iprobuce from tbe West Subies.
Jbruisb umana. 

Jan. 1st to Feb. 26th.
April

Jamaica.
1st to Feb. i8tb.

i ■

Jan
'Crinibab.

. ist to Mar. 8th.
Grenaba.

Oct. ist to Mar. ird.
Sugar

A3VO.
21,224

1SU5.
20,367 tons 1906. 1905. 1906. 1905. 1906. 1905

Molasses .. 1386 puns.
7509 tons 73,214 65,448 bags & brls.

737 I 146 959 puns. »
42 trcs. I

103 brls. J
294

Rum
Molascuit ..

6242
2241

4002 ,, 
2231 tons

864,471 1.082.923 galls.

1
1

1

—

Coffee 
Coconuts .. 
Copra 
Cotton

3300

15 900

— lbs.

123,305

28,363
64,410

5,844.929

20,500 cwts.
46,229 ,,

3 i>9,’93

7,916,390
5600 

’,778,111

6,5*7-545 lbs.
10,410 ,, 

’,411,300

30,924 31,272 bags.

Cotton Seed 
Asphilt — — 43.307 10,542 lbs.

1655 ’947 bags

Oranges ..
Bananas — 70,811,518 75-763,541

20,926 22,535 tons — —

Pimento ___ *3,352,379 7,699.012 bunches — —.
Spice
Gold
Diamonds ..

— 83,279 135,862 cwts. —
T2,8o8

20
*3#75o ozs.

1649 carats —
— —

—

j
Sp

ic
e
.

8.
8

* 
o<

 c
o 

0 2J71 bi Is.
307 J brls.
260 cases.
129 bags.
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OUR CELEBRITIES. Cbe West 3-nbia Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

April 3rd, 1906

No. LXIV.

Telegrams; "Carib, London." Telephone: 6642 Central.

The question of cable communication con­
tinues to be actively discussed in the 

West Indies, and it is very generally recognised 
that a cheaper and a more reliable service is 
required. As already announced in a previous 
issue, the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, after 
considering the report of the Cable Communica­
tion sub-Committee and the memorandum of 
the Chairman of the West India and Panama 
Telegraph Company of January 19th, and also a 
letter from the Halifax and Bermudas Cable 
Company of February 2nd, passed a resolution 
endorsing the recommendations of the Cable 
Communication sub-Committee, and expressing 
opinion 11 that the Colony should provide such 
proportion of the subsidy as it may be fairly 
called upon to contribute to secure the advan­
tages offered by the system of all-British cables 
proposed to be laid by the Halifax and Ber­
mudas and Direct West India Cable Companies.” 
In Barbados, the Committee of Commerce feel

Zlbr W. ?lbitcbeu*cbonwon, /US.Ip. also that an improved service is necessary in the
West Indies, but at the same time they regret their inability to recommend to the Legislature of the
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Colony an increase of cable subsidy, as the financial position of the Island does not permit it at 
present; and in these circumstances they have not yet entered intc the details of the proposals sub­
mitted to them, but they think that the question of Imperial support might be re-opened at home 
when opportunity affords. British Guiana has declared itself in no uncertain manner. Ina letter dated 
March 13th to the Government Secretary, Mr. H. G. Williams, the Assistant-Secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the City of Georgetown, expressed the opinion of the Chamber “ That the 
interests of the Colony would be best served if the scheme of the Direct West India Cable Company 
were adopted, giving as it would an improved service, a substantial reduction in charges, special 
reduced rates for press messages, and a better news service.” Mr. Williams added that it would 
appear superfluous to enlarge on the strategical value the proposed cable would be to the Imperial 
Government, but the Council suggested that this reason should be urged for its larger contribution to 
the scheme, so as to reduce the sum required from the already over-burdened Colonies. The Council 
therefore expressed the hope that in the circumstances of the matter the possibility of supplementing 
the cable by wireless telegraphy between British Guiana and Trinidad or Barbados would not be over­
looked. Brom Jamaica no definite reply has, as yet, been received to communications on the subject, 
but we are informed that the feeling is strongly in favour of the extension of the cable from Bermuda 
to Barbados, which would bring Jamaica into closer touch with the other British Islands. St. Kitts, 
on the other hand, is of opinion that new cables should be laid by the West India and Panama Tele­
graph Company. It will be seen that so far, on the basis of the amount of subsidy, the preponderance 
of feeling is distinctly in favour of the extension from Bermuda. Demerara and Trinidad each con 
tribute ^3,000 per annum, and their opinion must, therefore, carry considerable weight. Barbados 
wants an improved service, but feels, as do other Colonies, that having regard to the^immense value 

the new cables would be to them, the Imperial Government should contribute towards the cost The 
Governors of Trinidad and British Guiana will shortly be in this country, and Sir Henry Jackson has 
already suggested the possibility of an official conference on the matter of improved cable communica­
tion. We trust very much that it will come about, and that their Excellencies will be able to represent 
to the Government the need for Imperial aid, and, moreover, secure it. Matters are reaching the 
critical stage, and there seems at last to be good reason for hoping that communication with and 
between the West Indian Colonies maybe put on a more efficient and a cheaper basis in the near 
future.

I M T h c° Z 3 COnclusIons from the debate on the Sugar Convention raised by 
and mZÙ J 71 ' C°mnlOnS °n Tuesd^. March 27th. This gentleman moved
and Mr. IDRIS seconded, that it is expedient to withdraw from the Convention, but Sir I Dicksox 

b°™f "T P J ‘b6 G°Vemnlent’ moved as an amendment that as the Convention is 
bmding for five years and notice to withdraw is subject to twelve months' notice to be given on 
ZZt of ZkZT Z f°r ‘h6 Z"6 ‘° anD°UnCe any decisi°n aS yet' After a considerable 
amount of ta.kee-talkee, in the course of which the old and well-worn arguments were trotted out 
Zw^ °f neW resolution aid amendment were wi h

drawn, and we are left none the wiser as to the intentions of the Government Fortunately the

•» .n.... g,OTd. „ Pre.z;.“x izz',o c“™ 

With a. It I, Wowth,Z of PZX Z
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in the matter that many newspapers did not even contain a brief account of the debate. On the other 
hand we are convinced that the consumer is a gainer from the Convention, inasmuch as we now have 
practically all the world to draw our supply from and an expanding production, instead of being 
at the mercy of Germany and Austria as we should otherwise have been. This was pointed out very 
clearly in a letter from the West India Committee to the Press, which appeared at an opportune 
moment on March 27th last. The consumers have the bone in their mouth and they are invited to 
drop it for the bounty-fed shadow, viz., a limited production artificially stimulated by Bounties, and 
this in the name of Free Trade ! But, in any case, surely our Colonies are entitled to a little con­
sideration as well as the consumers. What would Mr. Scott and Mr. Idris have to say if the 
industries with which their names are prominently associated, namely tea and mineral waters, were 
being crushed out of existence by foreign bounties and cartels ? They would probably be the first to cry 
out in the same way that Manchester did, as Lord Percy reminded the House, when India imposed 
a customs' duty on Lancashire cotton goods. Manchester was up in arms at once, and insisted upon 
a countervailing excise duty equivalent to the customs’ duty being immediately imposed by India. 
One fact stood out prominently in the debate, and that was that though the Colonial party lost many 
stalwarts at the late elections others have filled their places. Among them is Mr. W. Mitchell- 
Thomson, who made a speech in defence of the Convention, which was admitted on both sides of the 
House to be incisive and clear. It is at least certain that the Government has not yet made up their 
mind with regard to the Convention, and their hesitancy is an indication that, in spite of the views 
which were expressed individually before the elections, there is no unanimity in the Cabinet on this 

subject.

w LTHOUGH we may incur the charge of harping on the same string, we must, after the somewhat 
A alarmist leading article in our last issue, again devote a few lines to the subject of the mails. 

We pointed out that the R.M.S.P. Co.’s steamers will for the present leave Southampton on Thursday, 
five days later than heretofore, and we are now glad to be able to announce that the Direct Line have 
decided to alter their sailings to the following week, so that the departure of the two lines will not 
clash. Other important changes in the cargo service are referred to in another column. The most 
noteworthy of these is the starting of a new line of cargo steamers from London to Antigua, Mont­
serrat, St. Kitts and Jamaica, which will give a useful means of communication between Jamaica and 
the lesser Antilles. As already indicated, The West India Committee Circular will, until further notice, 
be published on Wednesday, and although the immediate object for which the weekly edition was 
inaugurated has ceased for the present to exist, the weekly Circular will be continued without inter­
mission. The first homeward steamer under the new arrangement is due on June 4th, when merchants 
in London will have enjoyed a period of three weeks’ rest since the delivery of the preceding mail on 
May 12th. The mail train to-morrow leaves Waterloo as heretofore at 9.28 a.m.

Hbr. W. nbitcbellÆbomson, nb.ip.
« Our Celebrity ” in the present Circular is Mr. W. Mitchell-Thomson, M P who made such a 

Uur regarding the Sugar Convention on Tuesday, March 27th, last. Mr.
spirited speech m the debate regaira Mem%er of the Executive of the West India Committee. 
Mitchell-Thomson, has re yDirector of the Trinidad Shipping and Trading Company, Ltd., and the 
Until a short time ago he was ajresignedPin older to be able to give more time to 
1 rimdad Estates Compa y, sir Mitchell Mitchell-Thomson, Bart., formerly Lord Provost of
politics. He is the eldes winchester and Balliol College, Oxford, where he graduated B.A., 
ÎnTat"']^ of which he is LL.B. He has visited most of the sugar-produemg

countries in the world.
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Seeing tbe ^oat off. Jamaica.
Hardly a day passes in Jamaica which does not witness the departure of one or more banana 

loaded steamers from Kingston, Morant Bay or Port Antonio. Our full-page illustration in the present 
issue is reproduced from a snapshot taken a few years ago as the United Fruit Company s S.S. • Admiral 
Dewey ” left the wharf at Kingston on her way to Morant Bay, where she completed her cargo of 
bananas for Boston. The stems of the bunches of bananas can be seen lying about. Although the 
departure of such a steamer is an almost every day sight, there is always a small gathering of friends 
and relatives to see off the passengers, and in the foreground will be recognised Mr. Rocks, who was 
then superintendent of the Direct West India Cable Co,, and is now in the Jamaica Civil Service.

West Jnbta Committee Xectures.
We have pleasure in announcing that the lectures at the West India Committee Ro ns which 

proved so successful, will shortly be resumed. Mr. Randolph Ri st has cons w livei a
on “ Petroleum in Trinidad,” on Thursday, April 25th, at 4 p.m. It is desirable that Members of the 
West India Committee should make an early application for tickets, space being limited. Arrange­
ments are being made for this lecture to be followed by another on “ Cane and Beet Sugar,’ by 
Mr. F. I. Scard, who is well qualified to speak upon such matters.

a Ibunbreb ¡Sears ago.
In 1780 the French wars were in full swing, and several of our British possessions in the West Indus 

had been captured by the enemy. A considerable portion, nearly a 'fourth, of th, PF uppiy was
then lost, and the deficiency of sugar and the consequent high price was ;; ; ,
hand. French merchant ships loaded with sugar were constantly being taken F our men-of-war ■ 
were sold m bond at comparatively low prices, by order of the prize courts, and bought up by foreign agents for 
export, the heavy protective duty on foreign sugars precluding the refiners fro,,, competing with them The 
refimng cuiu^y naturally fel the Mop acutely. 34,000 hogsheads of raw sugar had lk„ captured fro m the 
enemy m twelve months, which would have gone to make up the deficiency from the British Islands had the refiners 
been in a position to outbid y foreign competitors. The refiners, therefore, memorialised the Treasury to lower 
the duty on prize sugars, and they in due course submitted the petition to the tnbiC ti' u ■

«
of That Increase of Price which forms their natural Re^ef under th FI ‘ ' Ft 
enormous Expences and Lofses, which they have been obhv‘d to If ° ‘

enacted that nd Su^rs^dTfrem^ t^ehSu?* 3 ’ 'fo 5*i " “

aXSiahl Affifi FkFfi SKS*
and Efsequebo on the Continent of South America latelv^onm Du^ch Segments of Demerary 
falling within this Description.” onquered, may be considered as now

Esequebo, row under thl British DomimTn ^nd^ ‘ha‘ the case of Demerary and

tion, does not fall within the ordinal Intent and mF tO of British Cultiva-
^ection wouid arise to an App^trop^
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the produce of Demerary and Essequebo, into Great Britain, at the British Plantation Duties, 
under Certificates similar to those required from the British Sugar Islands.”

The “ British Colonies, or Plantations ; on the Continent of A merica,” of course, referred to the revolted 
North American possessions. The Mr. Fttller mentioned above was the agent of Jamaica, and resident in London 
from 1765 to 1795. He was associated with the West India Committee in their endeavour to introduce the 
Bread Fruit tree into the West Indies, a subject with which we hope to deal in a future issue.

Ube Sea $slanb Cotton Snbustrp.
A considerable extension of the area in the West Indies under cotton is likely to take place for 

the crop to be reaped in 1907. With a view of meeting possible requirements the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture is making special arrangements, and supply carefully selected and disinfected seed at 
cost price, a proceeding which 
will doubtless be fully appre­
ciated by the planters. The 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
has forwarded to us a copy of 
a letter which he has addressed 
to the Colonial Office (Mar. 9th) 
regarding the position of the 
Sea Island cotton industry of 
the West Indies. In this he 
states that “ as compared with 
2546 bales exported in 1904, 
the number of bales exported in 
1905 was 3956, showing an 
increase of 1410 bales. It 
may be added that the bales 
exported in i9°5 were generally 
larger than those exported in 
1904. The total weight of the 
lint or clean cotton exported 
in 1905 was 1,122,800 lbs., of 
the estimated value (at is. per lb. 
for Sea Island cotton and 6d. 
per lb. for Marie Galante cotton)

Ube St. Vincent Cotton factors.
From this photograph of the ground floor of the cotton factory it will be 

seen that it is substantially built. The engine and the driving-wheels con­
nected with the gins above are shown, ahd^lso the hoppers through which the 

cotton-seed descends.

of ¿47,846.
“ If, however, the aver­

age price at which the . Sea 
Island cotton was sold at Liver­
pool and the value of the seed 
used for planting purposes and oses are taken into consideration, the total value of

« during t9o5 was probably not less than ¿63,300.
the Sea isia for and 1S as follows

vji ........................ ___ a lint and “gpedA comparison
Year. 
1904 
I9°5

Number of Bales. Weight in lbs. Estimated value^of lint and seed.

2546 ... 695,981 ••• ¿3 ’ 5
3956 .. 1,122,800 ... 63,291

growing in this aDpr^inJ The total yield will probably show a considerable increase on that 

of i9°5- , . the sales that have already been made prices are likely to be fully
“Judging by the results c cotton from Barbados was recently sold at the rate of

maintained. The first shipment ofP five bales from St. Vincent obtained i7d. per lb. The
i6d. and i6|d. per lb. A small s p t wjU continue to watch over and encourage the
Imperial Commissioner added that ms F’epa
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industry in every possible way. Already systematic efforts are being made to supply the planters with 
selected and disinfected seed for planting for the crop of 1907.

“ We may now regard the West Indies as practically independent of the United States in the 
,matter of seed supply. Owing to the fact that the best West Indian cotton has obtained on an a\ 
higher prices than cotton produced in the Sea Islands, applications are being received from Florida 
and Georgia for improved seed from the West Indies. Similar applications are also being received 
from Cuba, Porto Rico, and the French Islands. It is admitted that the Sea Island cotton industry is 
a highly specialised one, and that the skilled assistance of a Department of Agriculture is essential to 
its stability, for without such assistance it is probable that the general high quality of the lint cannot 
be maintained, nor can the numerous insect and other pests to which the cotton plant is specially liable 
be successfully dealt with.”

îlbe Colonial fruit 5 bow.

JAMAICA

Jamaica tfruit at the Iboiticultural Show.

The date of the Show of ( blonial 
Fruit, held by the Royal Horticul­
tural Society at their Hall. Vincent 
Square, \\ estminster. was primarily 
fixed for the convenience of the 
Cape, whose fruit at this time is at 
its prime. 1 his Colony took full 
advantage of the opportunity, and 
made a splendid display of apples, 
pears, plums and grapes,'while Xatal 
sent pineapples, mangoes and avocado 
pears, all of which, in spite of their 
long voyage, arrived in splendid con­
dition, a matter which will, we hope, 
cause our friends in the West Indies 
to reflect and to take a greater interest 
in future exhibitions of this nature. 
As it was, the West Indian exhibits, 
though excellent in quality, were small 
m quantity, Jamaica being the only 
Colony which sent any fruit direct. 
1 or this exhibit, Mr. John Barclay, 
the energetic Secretary of the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society, was responsible. 
1 he fruit was set out on a show 
stand from last year’s Colonial Exhi­
bition, and came in for much atten­
tion from the judges, who made the 
to!lowung awards -

The Jamaica Agency (Aston W. 
Gardner & Co.), a silver 
Knightian medal for grape 
fruit.

Ibis fruit, uniformly graded and 
beautifully packed in cases of six, 
was practically without a blemish, 
and the judges were able to tell from 
Its weight and appearance alone what 
excellent condition it was in.

Mr. G. l. Lucas, of Constant 
^Pnng, Jamaica, a silver 

anksian medal for pineapples. 
The pineapples were large in size 

favourahiy Tey comPared most 
favourably with those from Natal,
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which were of the smooth leaved variety. It has been customary to export pines in tubs, 
and they have therefore reached the market in poor condition and sold badly. If, however, they could 
be sent over as these Jamaica pines were, in small crates holding a dozen, there should be a great 

future for them.
Mr. E. W. Muirhead, of Mandeville, Jamaica, a Knightian bronze medal for oranges,
A marked improvement was noticeable in these oranges, which showed evidence of careful 

cultivation and selection. The colour was bright, and they were juicy and very sweet. Mr. Muirhead 
also sent grape fruit, but these were, unfortunately, not in so good condition. This fruit to arrive in 
perfect order should be packed in single layer packages, each fruit being carefully wrapped in paper 

with woodwork between each.
Mr. E. F. Coke, of Mile Gully, Jamaica, a Knightian bronze medal for lemons.
The lemons were very large and full of juice, and it was the opinion of the judges that if they 

had arrived in quantity last summer when there was a shortage of Neapolitan lemons, they won 
have easily retailed at from 3d. to 4d. each. If the Jamaica lemons were graded properly and packed 
in small cases of 200 large, 300 medium and 400 small, they would be saleable, and if sent to arnv 
in July, August, September and October, they should pay commercially every year.

The West Indian Produce Association, Limited, of 4, Fenchurch Buildings, London, 
a silver gilt Knightian medal for West India produce.

The West Indian Produce Association made this Show the occasion for their first appearance 
in public and a length of table of some thirty feet was covered with a varied assortment of West 
Indian produce, including pure cane sugars, Blue Mountain coffee, pickles, honey, preserves Jamaica 
and Trmidad cigars, and many minor delicacies. The sugar was shown in barrels cut in sections and 
glazed, which enabled visitors to see the crystals, while they couM sample the s^ar wh^ s 
piled on the top. The Association also showed papaws and pumpkins of Gargantuan dimens o .

The next Exhibitions of Colonial grown fruit are fixed for June 6th and Jth and December 
4th and 5th There is no charge for space and intending exhibitors are requested to communicate 
to the Secretary of the West India Committee, who will be pleased to arrange for the staging ano ta e 

charge of such exhibits as may be sent over.

©nr ipolicy? in tbe West Snbies. 
(Concluded from page 139.)

trade.

After dealing with the importance which the West Indies would assume after the; completion 

XX&S5.XU 'p”“c’

we take so much interest and than Colonia^

when we understand why 1 w Indies is no greater than the area of Wales,
trade. Few people realise that the united area of th^ and
that it consists of many small Islands, t y emigrants and capital for two generations,
are our oldest possessions, they have been noDX tie/enabled them to maintain their splendid
Their marvellous richness, and the character of he POP“1*^"„Downing Street it is believed 
fight against physical “^™^nsdjeumu as it did in Canada and Australia,
that the withdrawal of the ga hope and inqUiry.
The circumstances are, of course^ b ^^P^ m the w t Indies as it ought

It may well be that the imprOvement. An attempt is being made to have a uniform
to be. But of late years there ° P administration whenever it is possible. Moreover, 
tariff and coinage, and to secu y absolutely necessary to efficiency is removed as cir-
since Mr. Chamberlain’s time every official noabs y / ant.in.aid to the West Indies
cumstances permit We professed to be shocked gover„mlnt in the Caribbean, for which
but it is not so shocking as the u°^s 1 nQ money for progressive undertakings, because it is 

we are largely responsible. Ihe Colonies of Governors and Commissioners
spent in salaries and pensions fixed in Donaon.
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is ¿600 more than it is in Canada, which is five hundred times gr< at<
as lar-e. It is true that the tropical climate of the West Indies accounts tor mu- ' : a. 
wise inexplicable in their later history. But it does not account for everything.

It is not for want of accurate information that the Home Government h.^ m- mi.
in the West Indies. It can always call on the West India Committee, the Md.-t. .t • . ■ 
historic, of the Colonial associations in the capital. It is formed of Briti-h sub|<- p: 
interested in the agricultural and manufacturing interests of the Islands. The I 
not more than thirty-six or less than twenty, and on it are representatives from «-a- h < .
watchword is co-operation, members realising that a “solid West India cable is ■ . :a •
utility than a single Island link.” For by its means planters and merchants al­
one voice, and the grievances of small Islands receive as much attention as the griex < •
or British Guiana. Honorary correspondents are appointed on the spot, so tha: :• - I :
kept in touch with local affairs, and has its notice drawn to matters that < all for .tt:- : • I
valuable services all through the sugar crisis can hardly be over-estimated. It u a-. 1 :
in preventing the abrogation of the ancient Constitution of Barbados in I s;' . and : ■ 
Codrington College, practically the only University in the West Indies. It i- an exp:- ■
genius for devising an institution exactly suited to the need. Without its < - a-- •
very safe to say the situation in the Caribbean would be even more unfortunate than • . I \\ . ■ 
India Club and other West India associations in this country also do good v. n k t • ■ ,
end.

Id. Through th-

t J- 1 aT is a sentimental side to the question. Even if we would we could m t ^t p ■ . \\ . . 
Indies They are woven into the warp and woof of our power, and. until the I : ; :. .. .
way of all empires, their influence will live in the Mother Country T* ’ ’ ’
flows in half our aristocracy West Indian wealth built up the fortune of‘nuia • '
many a business house. West Indian riches literally paved this country with' 
Napoleonic wars the Islands contributed 25 per cent, to English common <• v h<-n 
contnbuted only 2 per cent. Our West Indian fleet of merchant vessels r , I 
fleet, and, as Mahan truly says, the Islands were the chief factor in nnr 
which carried us to the triumphant end. It must be remember I / ■
in England poured into the Islands during the 16th an - I ' ’
strengthened by fugitive United Empire Loyalists from the United^t 1 "
not so they could never have struggled unaided against bn^nf f a S ” 1>th h ‘ 
thirty years. It was, however, not England which "saved them f coinPetltl of i - . t . . .
States. Is there another instance of a %ople maintalX the“ s b“‘ ‘ :
odds? Even if they have equality of opportunity by the lndostry against - . .
more than mere justice shall be rendered unto'them hoped -hat
f for no Other reason than their intimate association with onr E d °Ur svmPathetic int, :. i:. ■.
t particularly m the year of the centenary r, V “ V""6' ' - - ■ •
the indifference of the past decade the oldAcr a . 0 ' Lut il we continue t > 1. ... ; ..
the shadow of mono,oent’with nothin..tK^

n..* £iSsy-

fhe blood of 1 Indian

the Mediterranean

of

British Guiana IRiots.

c%>tXT;te^ <^h occasio^e TwòeX^’;X'>breakü .• ■■ "'

=....... ................«¡»sis...

in 
in
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West SnOian Interests at Westminster.
The Brussels’ Sugar Convention.

At the evening sitting of the House of Commons on Tuesday, March 27th, Mr. A. H. Scott 
(Ashton-under-Lyne) moved: “That, in the opinion of this House, it is expedient to withdraw from the 
Sugar Convention.’' Many of the remarks of the speakers against the Convention were so flagrantly 
misleading that they could not, we imagine, convince even their personal supporters. For example, 
Mr. Scott said that the result of the Convention was to expose West Indian sugar to the competition 
of Europe in the United States market, which had excluded bounty-fed sugar, whereas it must be 
obvious to the meanest intellect that the relative positions of West Indian cane and beet in the 
U.S. markets are unchanged. He said that sugar had not yet been restored to its old level, and that 
the price of sugar went down on the Continent and up in this country as a result of the Convention, 
though he did not add that, without taking into consideration sugar taxes, which have nothing to do 
with the Convention, the price of sugar is now practically identical all the world over. Phen followed 
the usual fallacious facts of the pro-Bounty Party, about the British workmen being thrown out of 
employment, Mr. Chamberlain being responsible for raising the price of sugar from £6.to ¿16 per 
ton, and so on. In conclusion he said that nothing in all the legislation recently passed had equalled 
this interference with trade and its disastrous influence on commerce.

Mr. Idris (Flint Boroughs) of mineral water fame, who seconded the resolution, described the 
Convention as a perfect picture of protection, preference and retaliation combined, and he estimated 
that owing to the Convention this country had paid an extra price of ten millions for its sugar during 
the past two years! 1'he Convention had impoverished our country, increased unemployment and 
thrown thousands out of work. In the industry he was connected with, many thousands had been 
obliged to discontinue their usual employment. /This would make it appear that even when sugar is 
below the cost of production, the mineral water industry is not on a stable basis. Ed.J

Mr Mitchell-Thomson (Lanarkshire) summed up the preceding speeches as a rechauffe of the 
old arguments, and challenged the Hon. Members to say if the Convention had caused the rise in 
nrice what had caused the fall ? It was said that the confectionery and jam industries were being 
I^ned but he saw that one company in the trade was paying the substantial dividend of« and 
the export of confectionery during the eleven months ended November last was higher than in 1904 or 
n a In his opinion what had been done by the Convention might have been

done Quite Is effectively by a system of countervailing duties, but the Conventton had broadened the 
done quite as enecuve y y 7 nroviding the best guarantee against such fluctuationsarea ° -gar producnon and b soJomg was thfrelations o| the worlds supply of

the removal of the continued uncertainty interval of at least three years and
security for capital, and when land had t, , obtained. He concluded by asking for

to push his motion forward and place 

a bar against the prosperity and future hopet of they estyn le^ f the Tariff Reform League,
Mr. Paul (Northampton) attributed hehXXf Sugar He described the Convention as mean 

and asked what that organisation cared about the price of sug R and with real and crushing
and cruel, because it pressed on the industrial classes of. the “ perxwt-En.] 
severity on the poorest of the poor. [Note, price o Convention,^and Sir J. Dickson Poynder

Mr. Duncan (Lanark) spoke in support of th X°XntLn is binding on the contracting 
moved as an amendment: “ I hat inasmuch as t behalf of a contracting State to withdraw is
Powers for a period of five years, and t a y SeDtember 1907, it is inexpedient for this House to 
subject to twelve months notice to be given m September, y J vention, but was anxious that 
announce any decision at this moment. ejwas Convention Powers untrammelled by a
our representative should attend the next meeting of the Lome 

resolution that could have no effect. tbe Amendment, Earl Percy (Kensington S.)
Mr. Wh,TELKv (Halifax) ¿-‘ng s^ Vd occasioned us any practical inconvenience 

maintained that there was no proof tha.theCon occasion us such incOnvemence in the
in the past, and that there was raising prices, if,it had raised them,
future. He was convinced that the effect ° °n^.n b its continuance. He said that even
had been infinitesimal, and that the consu the Entire increase in the price of sugar, was it a
assuming that the Convention was responsible tor tne em
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conclusive argument against the Convention. He thought not. Pushed to its logical conclusion, 
that argument meant that the interests of the consumer were the only interests they had to consider 
(ministerial cheers), that, provided the consumer got his sugar cheap, it did not matter what loss or 
ruin was inflicted either on the manufacturers at home or on the sugar producers in our Colonies. 
(Hear, hear). Was that a possible position for those to take up who supported the imposition of 
Excise duties on cotton in India ? No one pretended that we enforced the Excise duties 
in the interests of the Indian consumer. We enforced them in the interests of the Lancashire 
employe. (Hear, hear). We supported a policy of protection here because it happened to benefit 
the British consumer, and a policy of free trade in India, although it hurt the Indian consumer, 
because it benefited our producer. (Cheers). The cheapness of sugar under a system of bounties 
was artificial, and therefore could not be depended upon.

1 hen came the turn of Mr. Lloyd George, who held that it was not desirable for Parliament 
to pass the resolution, because we could not withdraw from the Convention before a further period of 
two years and a half had elapsed. To announce now that we intended to withdraw would needlessly 
embarrass our delegates under the Convention. We were excluding all the produce of a country like 
Russia, something like a million tons a year. He quoted figures to show that the fl
price of sugar had been considerable since the Convention was signed, and that the price did not go down 
wit good harvests. As to the West Indies, which the Convention was supposed to be going to benefit 
they had derived no advantage from it* He ended by appealing to Mr. Scott to withdraw his resolution.

Mr Chamberlain questioned the accuracy of Mr. Lloyd George’s figures, and said that it - 
absurd to draw important conclusions from statistics for a short period and to take th.- fluctuations 

“m*?7 m?nth furmshed an absurd and grotesque comparison, and he reminded 
him that he himself could show that before the Convention in 1889 the fluctuations hail been some

can be further from the truth “ In the first p£l” ’ h^ son?e ^r country. Nothing
by the Convention, and, in my opinion, we hlv^ gr^tlyVXed We
sugar has not been raised. The average price of solar 11 ? ' kecause the price of
higher after than before the Convention. I sav w/hav^’Tk perlod of years has been no 
additional supply. We have brought into ths m 1 r because we have secured an
consequently we have done what everybody knows will tend pr°duCtion of cane sugar, and
render such fluctuations as have been experienced in H d ‘ equabse the Pr>ce in future, and will 
foreign countries have to some extent reduced the dnfle^ PaSt ®SS frequent and ’ess serious. That 
sumption in those countries is made a matter of derisionUbvnh|Ugar’ thereby led to greater con- 
thought we had a right to complain because other ™ h menAers opposite, as though they 
tmually made a matter of criticising spgar. I fis con"

policy the consumption of sugar in those countries is veX mnlh 17 H" extravaSant financial 
tion of sugar is now approaching more nearly to ours anZa verv kln.°?rs: rheir consump- 
and no harm to us. It is no part of our policy to kelp dlwn g “ 'S f°r thoSe «’untries,
hte in foreign countries, and it cannot be considered Is f 11171 ,amptlon of the necessaries of

e 1’7 Of those articles than before. I mainta^ that th r ProsPerity cables them 
tself. Mr. Gladstone, who was never afraid of the conclusion^ t^ STv'10" haS amP'y justified 

made it perfectly clear in discussions that have taken place In to which his arguments might lead, 
no circumstances could he regard bounties as beXfirI reference to foreign bounties that in 
advantages to consumers in this country Do ™C,'C,a or Just> even though they brought son I 
and, indeed, Mr. Cobden laid dmvn In regard^ fr°™ ^hat Mr Gladstone

immediate advantages of consumers in this countrv bl’t Tt, they do not then let us look not to the 
merely the consumer, but the producer of suvar ‘1 he questlon of justice which affectsnot 
exaggerated. I mean that more credit hasTel Y ‘ntereSt *n this Action has been Tadv 
interest in the matter was derived from the fact I me than 1 deserve’ But my plS 
discussions on the sugar bounties arose and f Tfl Col°u’al Secretary at the tune T 
="*ass-sSgg« “

- Mdiea that the West Indies had
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The President oFthe R d f T °'™ C°Untry at heart aJs°' Take the case of the Colonies.
I wo>dd nndlitlu ht B IV no‘ connected, of course, with the Colonial Department. But
Ld that For he 1a°tSay IUnder-Secretary to the Colonies, if he studied the question, would 
imnroved Th I ? £ °r tW°r c°ndin°n of the West Indian Colonies has Host materially
CnEdnffi1 h was one of the great difficulties with which I had to deal when I went to the

ia • C^‘ e Present Foreign Secretary very kindly presided over a commission which went 
out to inquire into their condition and the commission reported that unless the bounties were done 
away with the \\ est Indies would become a constant charge upon the Mother Country. That state 
or things has disappeared—temporarily at all events—and, as I believe, entirely as the result of the 
convention. (Cheers). Even if we were to accept the view that the Convention has increased the 

price of sugar a result which I do not at all believe has followed—would it be anything more than 
common justice that we had given up illegitimate profits obtained from bounties in order to give fair 
play to our Colonies ? (Cheers). Take the case of the refining industry. Here also there has been 
improvement. As you give this trade security you may rest assured that, so far from losing employ­
ment, there will be a great addition to the employment of the people of this country. The statement 
has been made that thousands of workmen have been thrown out of employment in the confectionery 
trades as the result of the Convention. While accepting the sincerity of the hon. gentleman who 
made that statement, I say there is no foundation whatever for it. (Ministerial cries of “ Oh.”) All 
the statistics show that, on the contrary, those trades have, on the whole, greatly increased (Ministerial 
cries of “ Oh ’ and Opposition cheers) both in amount and in value. But even if it were true that 
there has been this loss of trade, it would be the loss of a trade that must be artificial so long as it 
depends on the aid of bounties.”

An Admission from Mr. Churchill.
Replying to a question of Mr. Mitchell-Thomson on April 2nd, Mr. Churchill said no one has 

ever suggested that the Brussels Sugar Convention has produced or was likely to produce injury to the 
West Indies. On the contrary, the West Indies have benefited by the Convention and were intended 
to benefit by it. It is, however, necessary to remember that the conclusive argument against the Conven­
tion is the widespread loss and injury inflicted upon British commerce and the British manufacturer.

Jamaica Garrison.
Replying to Sir C. Dilke on March 27th, Mr. Haldane said : It has been decided to leave in 

Jamaica the necessary force of Royal Garrison Artillery and Royal Engineers for the Imperial fortress 
of Kingston, Jamaica.

The Cable Question.
In reply to Mr. W. Mitchell Thomson, Mr. Winston Churchill said, on Feb. 22nd, that the 

Secretary of State was aware of the desirability of improving telegraphic communication in the British 
West Indies, and that in considering this question he would certainly not lose sight of the possibilities 
of wireless telegraphy.

Irish Sugar Beet Culture.
Replying to Mr. O’Dowd on March 27th, Mr. Bryce said : In the opinion of the Department 

of Agriculture the average analysis of sugar beet grown on small plots in Ireland has shown that beet 
of good quality can be grown in the country, but there is no evidence to indicate that this crop, if 
grown widely, would yield a profitable return when the comparatively high cost of cultivation and of 
the necessary plant is taken into consideration. The department do not feel that they would at present 
be justified in recommending the growing of beet as a general crop.

No Preference to British Beet.
In the House of Lords on Monday, April 2nd, Lord Denbigh called attention to the successful 

experimental cultivation uf sugar-beet in this country, and asked His Majesty’s Government whether, 
with a view of encouraging the establishment of a home sugar industry, they would consider the 
possibility of granting a temporary rebate on any Excise duty which might be imposed on sugar 
manufactured in the United Kingdom. .

Lord Denman, in reply, said that the Chancellor of the Exchequer could not entertain the 
suggestion of the noble earl for several reasons. In the first place, it would mark a grave departure 
by introducing the principle of protection into the fiscal system of the country ; and in the next p ace, 
on grounds of expediency, it would be unwise to allow an industry to grow up dependent on favoured 
treatment. It was necessary, moreover, to consider the effect which such an industry would have 
upon the sugar-growing industry of the West Indies.
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Lord Lansdowne admitted that there might be serious objections to such a rebate as Lord 
Denbigh had suggested, but he expressed the hope that encouragement in another form might be 
possible. A prima facie case had been made out for giving benevolent consideration to an industry 
which would provide a new opening for British capital, and which would benefit agriculturists and 
manufacturers alike.

Lord Ripon emphasized the difficulty of withdrawing a rebate after once an industry had 
become dependent on it. He thought there was an opening for the sugar industry in this country, but 
it must be under natural conditions. A full report of the debate is given in the Times of April 3rd.

Xetter to tbe JEbitor.
A Cotton Experiment in Montserrat.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Dear Sir—You will perhaps remember that some two years ago I saw you with reference to some clients' estates 

in the Island of Montserrat. It may interest you and other Members of the West India Committee to know that the 
experiment of planting cotton on these estates has been last year in every way successful so far as it has gone The exner 
ment was only, it is true, undertaken to a small extent, but has resulted in a profit of 100 per cent Our clients n<. 
propose to further extend the experiment and we trust that the results will be equally satisfactory. The estates are situated 
close to the town of 1 lymouth and are under the management of Mr. Conrad Watson, who contributes to the ( . - • -
your Committee.

March 14th, 1906.
Yours truly, 

Francis Ommanney.
[We are pleased tc learn that Mr. Ommanney’s experiment with cotton-growin" in 

proved so successful. We are always glad to give advice on such matters. -Ed. Montserrat has

Ube JEbitor’s HJiarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint 

u,hich occur during the fort,uglit under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the nco'i U Z 
by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea Posted as to current events P

Fri , Mar.

Sat., 
Sun.,

Mar.
Mar.

Mon., Mar.

Tues., Mar.

Wed., Mar.

Thur., Mar.

Fri., Mar.

Sat., 
Sun.,

Y (Cd. issued, containing the instructions to the South African Cotn.nt.tee

- 41d 
improving. e f «• »uccessiui issue to the ( onference were

26th.—Summary of Mr. Smuts’ speech to the Pretoria West Branch of • 1 ,

_ ;'■’■■■°" äs .»»S3
the Nelson Memorandum^ ¿3^00.—B^^^ Museum declined to purchase

condemned for pa?tVi??t^ ^e execution of 12 natives

^pK^  ̂ Ha^

against 35.—Beet, 8s. 4^d. “ers services in South Africa, was carried bv i7o
NtHe PPUniShment rebellious

x SllverwOn the Grand National.-Beet, 8s. 4M St Colony -Prince Hatzfeldt’s Ascetics

Ist.—Revenue returns for the^r^ Conference. Beet, 8s. 4^d., quiet

2nd — Ti? F “ Orinoco ” arrived at Southampton. 3 showed an increase of ¿696,202. The

’ in tHe H°USe °f L°rds °n -gar beet in the United

3 "W MlddIetOn — —governor of rhe Ban, of Engiand^Beef, 8s. 5d. stead.

29th.

30th.

Mar.
April

Mon., April

Tues., April

bank rate. Th B । p Wotes of interest.
I9CLUBaNNNW°nSOlS Changed from 3 per cent, on Sept. 28th,

1 ne Louisiana Planter has elicited th« .• , j ■ s April oth.
are grown annually in the United States 33 000 acre nf 1 *hat 300,000,000 lbs. of peanuts
persons being employed in producing it. ’ °f Und bein^ devoted to the crop, and UoO
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Ct°RiR,6ENDUM’ • ?hn Barc1^’ Secretary of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, in his interesting
article in our issue of February 2nd, intended to say that the coco-nut crops would be getting heavier 

never^ reC°Ver' A COmp' thoU«ht he

of r 1 r *e West ydia Committee is anxious to obtain the following numbers
of I he West India Committee Circular to complete a set of the new series: 1, 3, 8, 29 30 31 72 7? 00

who has copies of ^ese issues to spare kindly send them to the Editor of
Ihe West India Committee Circular, 15, Seething Lane, who will be pleased to pay for them.

COTTON 
COMPETITION

A Royal Decree has been published in Portugal, the object of which is to promote 
... the cultivation of cotton in Portuguese Colonial possessions. Concessions of land on 

certain conditions will be granted, and cotton exempted from export duty in the Portuguese Colonies 
and import duty in Portugal. The Government also is authorised to establish experimental stations 
for cotton cultivation.

lwCHJ" , lhe ASncuhural Superintendent of Grenada has established a plot of ioo Chinese 
in GRENADA. bananas at the Botanic Station of that Island for demonstration purposes The 

Managing Director of the British West India Fruit Company has recommended that this kind of 
banana is the best for people in Grenada, St. Vincent and St. Lucia to plant, as it fetches a good 
price, and travels better than uncrated fruit. 6

SUGAR IN EGYPT. The Egyptian Court of Appeal has confirmed the judgment of the Mixed Tribunal 
of First Instance, declaring that the Egyptian Sugar Refineries Company is in bankruptcy. A 
correspondent of the Standard states that it is feared that the liquidation will lead to considerable loss 
it being questioned whether the forced realisation of the estates will produce enough to satisfy the 
debenture holders, this form of debt amounting to 31,790,500 francs.

H. J. WEST We are requested to state that in consequence of the increasing demand for their
& Co. refrigerating and ice making machinery, and also the excessive nature of the rates 

and taxes in London, Messrs. H. J. West & Co., Ltd., Stamford Works, Southwark Bridge Road 
have purchased the engineering works belonging to Messrs. J. R. Richardson & Co., Ltd., at Saxilby, 
near Lincoln, which will be enlarged and equipped with the most up-to-date machinery. Messrs. 
West & Co., intimate that their present London works will be retained as a branch for some time.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended March 29th, 596 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.6od. per lb. ; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, 133d. per lb. ; fine, 14^-d. per lb.; and extra fine, i6d. per lb. Price paid 14^-d. 
In The West India Committee Circular, No. 182, we gave reproductions of the photographs of the 
interior and the gins in the St. Vincent cotton factory, which were presented to us by the Cotton 
Growers’ Association of the Island. We give on another page two more of these pictures, showing 
the ground floor, where the engine is situated, and the store-room on the top floor.

LIME JUICE. The Public Health Committee of Southwark have reported to the Borough Council 
on an analysis of a sample of lime juice which contained salicylic acid to the extent of six grains to 
the pint, being six times more than that allowed by the Local Government Board as a preservative. 
The analyst held that this quantity was injurious to health, the drug being an accumulative one. 
Proceedings were taken at Lambeth, but the Magistrate dismissed the summons. The Committee 
therefore instructed the solicitor to apply to the magistrate to. state a case for decision in the Court 
of Kings’ Bench, and recommended that their action be approved. The Council decided to refer the 
matter to the General Purposes Committee,

Ube Ibomewarb /IbaiL
The question of the appointment of an agent to represent Jamaica in this country was again 

being discussed when the “ Port Kingston,” which arrived at Avonmouth on Monday, March 26th, 
left Jamaica. A telling report, signed by the Archbishop of Jamaica and Mr. J. W. Middleton, was 
considered at a meeting of the Board of Agriculture on March 12th, and a deputation had been 
appointed to wait on the Governor to lay the matter before him. It will be within the recollection of 
our readers that when this question was last raised in 1902, the Royal Jamaica Society of Agriculture 
and Merchants’ Exchange felt that the suggestion was a desirable one, that official recognition of the 
agent would be necessary, and that the gentleman appointed as agent should devote his whole time 
to the agency, and should in no way be engaged with the trade of the Island; but they added also that
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it would be difficult to find anyone so conversant with the commercial, industrial and social wants of 
Jamaica as to command the entire confidence of the public, who was not engaged with the trade of the 
Colony. It is interesting in this connection to note that at the close of the eighteenth century Jamaica 
had an agent in this country, Mr. Stephen P'uller by name, who acted on behalf of the Colony for no 
less than thirty years, from 1765 to 1795, when he was succeeded by Mr. Robert Sewell. Mr. Fuller 
worked in harmony and in close co-operation with the West India Committee, of the Executive of 
which he was a Member, and he also was a Member of Parliament. Should another agent be 
appointed it might be worthy of consideration whether some similar arrangement for co-operation 
with the Committee might not be arrived at and much expense thereby saved. The R.M.S.P. 
“ Orinoco” (Capt. C. E. Down, R.N.R.), arrived at Southampton at 3.30 p.m. on Sunday. April 1st. 
and the mails were delivered by first post on the following morning. Among her passengers were the 
Earl of Cork and Orrery, the Earl and Countess of Lindsay, Lady Muriel Bertie. Mr. and Mrs. Harn 
Pile from Barbados, Mr. G. O. Nugent of the Antigua Civil Service, and a large number oi : »urists, 
'¡'he sugar crop was in full swing in Barbados and the Leeward Islands and the dry weather 
was facilitating operations, but cocoa in Trinidad was suffering from the drought. W e extract the 
following notes of interest from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents :

Antigua.—The Central Sugar Factories.
Hon. A. St. G. Spooner, writing on March 12th, said that the two central sugar factories were doing good work 

the megass proving ample for steam purposes, and the water question being apparently solved bv the proper u- of the 
water evaporated from the cane juice as far as practicable. The steam ploughs at Gunthorpe s were doing gS workaftd 
those for Belvedere were being erected The sugar crop was in full swing everywher! Molasses h ■ 
15 cents a gallon, package included, a relatively high price considering the miserable price of sugar

The weather continued dry as usual at this time of year, and the scarci tv of water was beii vataIv in »h 

°tMarCh 3rd an account of the......................................................in
Barbados. The Continued Drought.

In a letter dated March 16th, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne said that it , 1
attention was to be paid to cold storageon M the ships o/tFS P. c“

ar “ Barbad°s ** c°”d- had

Mr. Hesketh Bell’s proposals as to hurried M^Ch^ wls^’ob the question 4

Labour used always to be the strong point in Barbados but thArJ P H d "as,to be present
Panama was having a great effect. Masculine labour, especiaby i^the Leeward®migration u’ 
were frequently employed to cut canes, a thing unknown hitherto7 Wompn,^i parishes, was very deficient women 
to feed the mills with canes. Mr. Alleyne had applied to the ÉmigraSfffi^ USed on many estates
who had emigrated. 7 PP tne Emigration Office to furnish him with the numbers of those

Continued drought still had to be reported, but it had romp tn -,
There was only one course open to them, and that was to press on with the crnnSS n°W “ "aS nOt an unraixed curse, 
yielding splendidly, and almost every estate was doing over two hogsheads m^A9“^ k &S possible The ca"es were 
If a heavy rain came now, the yield would most certainly go back Wha^^ T* tban Was ^cted
keep the young canes going, and also some on Sundays. To their amazement thA ^ ^ lg5‘ showers at night* ■" 
muscovado in the Island to $1.40. tTruly the sugar market was th a m 7 the price of beet had gone to 8s 6d . and

The Estimates were submitted to the Ho^se of Assl^ Marci^^ ¡"i WOHd '
or £4,000 in excess of last year, and the expenditure £178,022. Y March ^h The total revenue was set at £185,101. 

The Cotton Committee were looking out for a site for a «prnnd r

-fSçïs»
Dr. Thomas Boven died on February 27th. 'agement

British Guiana. The Estimates.
Mr- Summerson, wnting on March 14th, reported the safe arrival

Davso^. P a,e arnr al of our respected Deputy Chairman. Sir Henry K

and CU't,Va,iOn

in C.rcular on the rum prosecutions were favourably commented upon

me Court of Policy met on March Ti„.r H

a meeting of the Combined Court on Maraud "ext season ™ fixed

CrL" ¿S W°U'd ^ld »C586,ooo and
total of the estimated‘-den'cy, anti the Îtem waÆ

move that the duty on beef salt and nSul3’ 1 OVer the estimated expenditure1 Ha inÎr 7 The 8rand
would be extended. The annuaî eèümaS’ °Uld be JtrUck off’ and the OPf?oo!‘- used bv thV he woa,d

The Demerar a Daily Chronicle Maii "ere considered on the next day and a full r^n^ Tæchamcs free of dùty 
We regret thaï Mrt T Sid^y Har “ëà ° I3'h' and “ the ? ° m8e'ing is given

ey Hargreaves has been somewhat seriously iU in British Guiana. He has. however.
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“ eXPOrtS °f g°'d' fOT Feb™^ ““ ™ «produce. pur.

Gold, raw ... ;..
Diamonds ...
Timber: Greenheart, Mora, &c.
Lumber
Shingles
Wallaba and Hardwood Posts ...
Woods, Firewoods, &c. ...
Charcoal
Gums, Locust, &c. ... ... ...

,, Balata
,, Rubber

Railway Sleepers (Mora)

Jamaica. The Est

February. January.
1906. 1906.
6,036 6,772 ozs.

345 nil.
83,464 22,564 cub. ft

637 2,783 feet.
40,000 13,000

429 119
— 624
5.994 7,048 bags.
1,708 465 lbs.

32,406 10,607
— 465

mates for 1906-7.
The Hon. H. Clarence Bourne, Colonial Secretary, introduced the estimates at the meeting of the Legislative 

Council on March 6th. He said that no refttfssion of taxation was possible other than that already effected by the repeal 
of the 6% surtax, which amounted to ¿21,000. He estimated the revenue from Customs for the coming year at ¿370,000. 
The average excise receipts for the past five years amounted to ¿95,752, about ¿1,000 more than that budgetted’ for" 
House and land taxes were calculated to yield ¿31,650. Stamp duties were put at ¿23,800. Their estimate was ¿801,500, 
a revenue which he thought would be sufficient to make both ends meet. On the other hand the Government was now 
asking them to be allowed to spend ¿30,000 less than last year, which should show a surplus of ¿1,190.

According to the Jamaica Daily Telegraph's correspondent, the price for bananas at Annotto Bay had risen, two new 
companies having entered the field. Messrs. Goffe Bros, announced that a line of steamers would ply between Jamaica 
and Baltimore, and that they would be buying weekly, beginning on March 5th.

On March 14th the Legislative Council struck out the Militia vote, an amendment by Mr. G. Levy to provide for 
100 artilleryman for garrison duty at Port Royal, and the internal defence force for the maintenance of peace and order, 
being carried by 15 votes to 3.

Montserrat. A Satisfactory Cotton Crop.
When Mr. Conrad Watson wrote on March 13th, the cotton crop was almost reaped and was proving a satisfactory 

one, samples having been favourably reported on, and a small lot having fetched is. 3d. per lb. in Liverpool.
A farewell dinner was to be given on March 14th to His Honour F. H. Watkins, I.S.O., who had been appointed 

Commissioner of Turks Island, and would leave shortly for that place.

Nevis.—Gratitude to the Imperial Department of Agriculture.
Writing with regard to the cable question in his letter of March nth, the Hon. C. A. Shand said that as iar as 

could be gathered the community did not generally approve of taking over the present Island cable system, in any new 
system, as the continuous breaks recently led to the impression that the cable must have so far deteriorated as to require 
renewing throughout.

At a meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society on March 8th, the following resolution was passed 
unanimously : —

“Whereas,—The members of the Agricultural and Commercial Society of Nevis are anxious to place on record 
their thankful appreciation of the splendid results achieved by the Imperial Department of Agriculture since 
its initiation, and the noteworthy successes that have attended the efforts of that Department under the able 
and untiring administration of its Commissioner, Sir Daniel Morris, K.C.M.G., &c., &c., in the development 
of the sugar, cotton and other industries throughout the length and breadth of the West Indies, and 
especially of the cotton industry in Nevis.

“ Be it Resolved,- -That His Majesty’s Government be forthwith apprised of the facts set forth in the preamble 
above, and at the same time be earnestly and respectfully requested, through His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to make such provision for the maintenance of the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture as may be deemed adequate to continue the useful mission it was entrusted with for the 
rehabilitation of this portion of His Majesty’s dominions.

There had been some nice showers during the past fortnight in some parts of the Island, but they had not been 
"eneral At this time of year dry weather was to be anticipated, and the reaping of the sugar and cotton crops would be 
considerably delayed by heavy rains. Cotton was in full swing, and some estates were getting excellent returns, but the 
major part of the area planted would not yield anything approaching last year s output.

St. Kitts.—A Series of Resolutions.
At the last meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society before Mr. Chas. A. Smith wrote on March 10th, 

the matter of cable communication was under consideration, and the following resolution was passed unanimously

“ That in view of the fact that the West India and Panama Telegraph Company, Ltd., has done such good service 
in the face of so many difficulties, this meeting of the St. Kitts Agricultural and Commercial Society is in 
favour of continuing the services of that Company, and that as their proposals for laying new cables have 
been made subsequent to the date of the proposals from the West India Committee, that it is also in favour 
if an increased subsidy for increased cable facilities should be paid by the Government, that it should be 
given to the West India and Panama Telegraph Company, Ltd.

The following resolution was also passed : -
“ That, in view of the stipulation made by the Canadian refiners that the 10 cents per 100 lbs. preference should 

be allowed onlv on sugars shipped by the steamers of Messrs. Pickford & Black, this meeting of the SL Kitts 
Agricultural and Commercial Society, on account of the frequent shutting out of the Island s sugars by the
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vessels of this line, desire to place before this shipping company the necessity for increased facilities for 
shipping sugar being given to exporters during the crop season, as the action of repeatedly shutting out 
sugar is detrimental to the interests of the community."

The question of cane fires was under consideration, and a resolution urging the Government to institute a system <>f 
rewards for the apprehension and conviction of incendiaries was passed unanimously by the Society at the same meeting

Cotton sales were encouraging, one lot having reached is. ¿d. per lb., and the opinion was that higher prices v. <>uld 
be reached when later pickings were sold.

St. Vincent. The Agricultural Outlook.

that

. j --------------„ ...... the
The crops would lie very small this year.

Messrs D K. Porter and Co reported, in their letter of March 14th, that no damage of any importance was done 
m the Island by the recent earthquakes, and from reliable sources they had been informed that the Soufrii re was quiet 
and showed no signs of bursting out again.

They v^re glad to learn that the efforts of the West India Committee in connection with the proposed federation of 
Grenada and St. Vincent had been successful, and that the proposals were not to be proceeded with. It was h..... : 
they would also be successful in getting the Colonial Office to constitute properly their Legislative Council

Their Chief Justice, Mr. Sheriff was about to leave St. Vincent to assume duty as Chief Justice of

P"SitlOn fOT &

artowr^-X^ S^ha^^^ —

and with the small stocks in London they all hoped to get 2d. per lb. for their arrowroot.
forsomX^^ Commercial So - . f St Vincent.

The Imperial Commissioner XgricXre for X ' T ‘--"al for the time of year.

He addressed a large meeting of planters, merchants and other gentlemen on TuesdaxXian 7 X™ AX’ 5tL 7 "7 
them such important subjects as the labour question, improvement of sX? aX 7X.X 77X77.^ *^ 
very forcibly on the necessity of the development of the agrfoX^l reX *<*
order to promote an increased export trade and consequently to raise the IsHnd s commJ 1V ■ 11
impress this matter on the minds of his hearers he stated that wherX XXi c,ornme,clal and industrial status To 
neighbouring Colony was ¿4, in St.
progress the value of exports only amounted to about 9s per head TheX ton X 1 1 t,H b‘>ral
likely to bring up the Island and ensure prosperity, provided that it'wJ wnrUl industry " “ the one he most
the value of exports of cotton and. Hementioned that 
and this year the value would be between £8.ooo ^d Ao olo 9 whereas last * th« value was over ¿6.000,

A successful Agricultural Show was held on March ^’th .',„a .u
and the Agricultural and Commercial Society. Although the exXXe.X^ Imperial Department of Agriculture 
higher standard of excellence generally, which showed that the o X ^b«1 a

-eSO  ̂
somewhat reassuring to learn that Professor Heilprin who was at Mm-tin 7 f le was Quite normal, and it was

“ ‘he activity of the a

. Trinidad.—Arrival of Immigrants

The immigration season i9o5-6 had closed 2 Y tO
to 3,014 Statute adults, arrived in the Colnnv Ti 2’«27 men’ b24 women and 327 children a total f 
the first they had had from there for many years theX/h ° Sh?S disembarked31,372 souls from the^Ia/76 pOuls' e,l“al 

indenture sheets made out, marriages registered^7 height and bodY markf checked” DePartment
exception of about fifty, who suffering frnm mi? he Work had gone steadily on and th7 1 ficatl°" Papers and 
had been sent away to theirailments, were detained at the Denot ' -° 6 nü”ber "ith ,he

in consequence coXnXoTX0"

Supplies from the Mainland bad also fall n i -states at 50s. 6d., and Ordinary at 4os 6d orders on
- mneh sought afte, was nT
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Total at last report ...
Mar. 6 S.S. “France” ...

6 S.S. “Prins Willem V.”
9 S.S. “Magdalena”

12 S.S. “ Grenada ”
.. 12 S.S. “Prins Willem II.“

Totals to date

Cocoa Shipments.

46,510 Bags Trinidad.
663
195
567

1.752
1.134

12,946 Venezuelan.
761 Europe. 

— New York.
100 Europe.
172 New York.
400

... 50,821 14,379 Venezuelan.

Our Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

of scenery and local events for 
our Library. Such gifts will 
be duly acknowledged from time 
to time in this column.

The Agricultural News, Vol. V., 
No. 101. Obtainable at the West 
India Committee Rooms, price id. 
This number gives the total amount 
of cotton exported for the year 1905 
as 1,122,800 lbs. valued at ¿47,846. 
Barbados heads the list with 344,232 
lbs., Grenada coming next with 
212,722 lbs. The Customs’ valuation 
has been is. per lb., below the 
average. At is. 2d. per lb., which 
has been estimated at nearer the 
average price, the total value, includ­
ing seed, would have been ¿63,291. 
This represents an industry prac­
tically only four years old, and the 
returns for the current year are 
expected to be 30 % to 40 % higher. 
A good cotton crop is reported 
from St. Vincent, the land with no 
volcanic ash showing better returns 
than where ash has fallen.

Manorial Experiments with 
Sugar Canes in the Leeward Islands.
Obtainable at the West India Com- St. Vincent Cotton jfactOtp.
mittee Rooms, price 4d. This 
pamphlet, published by the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture, sum­
marises the manurial experiments 
with sugar cane in the Leeward 

Islands for crop 1904-5. A resumé of
(Vol. XX , p. 96).

This picture shows the storeroom on the top floor of the factory, which is used 
for storing the cotton-seed, which, as will be seen, is made up in uniform bags 
and weighed

these experiments has already appeared in The West India Committee Circular,

Ube West Judian Civil Service.
Mr. F. H. Watkins, I.S.O., has been appointed Commissioner of the Turks and Caicos Islands.
Professor Carmody, Government Analyst and Professor of Chemistry, Trinidad, has arrived in England on leave 

of absence. , . , , . , „
Lieut.-Col. W. B. Davidson-Houston, District Commissioner in Ashanti, has been appointed Commissioner 

of Montserrat. , . r , ... . ,
Mr. H. A. Tempany, Assistant Government Analyst, Leeward Islands, has returned from leave of absence, and 

resumed his duties. _ 1 . .1 o 1 r r r> o .The King's Exequator, empowering Mr. Luis E. Cuevas to act as Consul for the Republic of Panama in British

Honduras, has received His Majesty’s signature. . . . . , , , f
Mr K \ Carter, M.D., M.C., Government Medical Officer, British Guiana, has been granted an extension of

leave of absence for two months from March 1st. ... _ AltArni>
During the absence on leave of the Hon. E. Drayton from Grenada, the Hon. D. T. Tudor, Attorney-General, is 

acting as Colonial Secretary, in conjunction with the duties of his own office.

Some West Jnbian Securities.
The Prosperous “Gleaner.”

The ninth annual general meeting of the shareholders of the Gleaner newspaper was held tn Kingston on March 2nd,
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Mr. C. E. de Mercado presiding. The gross earnings for the year ended December 1905, amounted to ¿13,473 3s- nd 
as compared with ¿12,184 I4S- iod- I°r the previous year, being an increase of ¿1,288 9s. id. The expenditure was 
¿8,347 IS- 58-, leaving a gross profit of ¿5.126 2s. 6d. The dividend for the year was 6%, leaving ¿6,618 3s. 8d. to 
credit of profit and loss account. During the year the directors acquired freehold premises. No. 53, Port Royal Street 
The retiring directors, Lieut.-Col. Pinnock, Mr. Fred L. Myers, and Mr. E. A H. Haggart, were re-elected

The Colonial Bank Report.
The statement of accounts to December 31st shows a gross profit, after providing for bad and doubtful debts, of 

Z56.570 T5S- 9d-. making, with the ¿20,000 account brought forward for the last half-year, ¿76,570 15s qd Expenses m 
London office, and at 14 branches and agencies, including income tax, absorbed ¿32,731 10s. 8d., leaving a balance of 
¿43.839 5s- id. The directors in their report, which is signed by Mr. H. H. Dobree, Chairman, which will be submitted 
at the 136 th half-yearly General Meeting this afternoon, recommend the payment of a dividend of 3A percent lor the 
half-year ended December 31st, 1905, free of income tax, which will absorb ¿21,000, leaving ¿22,839 5s. id to be earned 
RrWHrh Ju d,reC‘T announce with deep regret, the death of Mr. H, P. Powell, and recommend that his seat on the 
Board be filled up at the General Meeting.

The Demerara Railway Company.
r ,b T,he Directors in their report, to be submitted to the General Meeting on Friday next, state that the gross revenue 
for the half-year ended ended December gist amounted to ¿25,877 6s. 9d„ and the gross expenditure /, -Xi
leaving, after deducting ¿1,400 debenture interest, net revenue ¿5,206 4s nd To this is added th ( • A , - • j

ft» - r «3» "XS Ss £ i “ ”“s

with 40,849 tons. The Directors add that the current half-year’s traffi^fn d Je ™ g l°n" comPared
spending period of last year. A considerable accession of goods traffic is exceed on thJ '
To meet this increase, additional rolling stock will be required and it K d ? ? tSt Coasi Ka'l"ay in future
-laying, with new 70 lb. steel rails, of?he remaining tw^ mSt^ ..... 1 “ —h «he

permanent way of the whole railway will be entirely laid with steel rails Mr C n ^P T? this "“rk- lh*
and Mr. A. P. P. Mackey, of the Demerara Committee retire from i? D. Wildridge, of the London Board 
tor re-election. committee, retire from the board by rotation, but offer themselves

Weather telegrams.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller) April 2nd “ X^r i

Guiana (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co Itd 1 Mar 1 ' ' n ’ rain wanled- British
getting serious.” Demerara: “A few light s£weÄ Bl RBI< 1 " Tl e *
March 30th. “ Heavy showers beneficial to* the cultivation in R T’ bdt ram much wanted’ 
and Co.) March 31st. “Dry weather still continues” (Messrs. Curtis. Campbell
Co., Ltd.) week ended March 22nd. Port Antonio - -‘i T/Ca Direct West India Cable

KT ANTONIO . 15th to 21st, fine.” Kingston: “fine.”

Th 1 m • ^be /¡hails.

"" ää »i? 4:a®, »ä

ssav* *

Lawson, Mr. and Mrs. Walker R ?!?■’ Mr and Mrs. Schmidlffi Mr I Mr A B
and Miss Clifford, Mr. and Mrs CuvW M J Morelli. Mr and Mrs F R R J’ Wea'^- Mr. XV. T.
Ashmore, Mr. T Lees Mr p qk y er’Mr’CorVat-Mr. and M \v S Sm Barreto, Mr. E Kromer Mrs
Brown. His ExUe^y Sir D & R' TiPPe«> Mr. W DYckm Mr ’ G ' pL ’ Mr V Havsard M. W 

m u Pe ImPerial Direct West India MaiiLS’°S- Mr Peekes, Mr. W. L. Bennett Yne' Mr ° W Martins. Mr. J |

«er, Mr. A. C. Paton, Mr. and Mr, Prat(
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Quistorp, Mrs. Ruston, Mr Roberts, Capi. W. W. Rhodes, Capt. and Mrs. J. W. Rodgers, Mrs M C Solomon Miss 
Sh?.Thn’ ^r™and We Mr- and Mrs Simon- Mrs- Scott> Mrs- Silcock .Miss Soames, Com and Mrs
Shuckburgh, Mr and Mrs. Stokes, Miss Spence, Miss Salveson, Mr. C. Turner, Mr. and Miss Taylor. Mr. and Mrs 

enner, Mr. and Mrs Vestry, Maj. Wingfield, Mr. H. C. White, Mr. and Mrs. Wyndham, Mr. W. Wilson Mr V
Wilson, Mr. F. Winslow, Mr. C. L. Wingrove, Mr. Jas. Arundel, Mr. Capern.

,, t T?eP R MS- “Port Royal” (Capt. Owen Jones), March 24th :—Jamaica—Miss A. Archer Mr 1 Baron
w 7 t 9rai§’ Mr- H W- Hunt’ Miss MacDonald, Mr. H. Peake, Lieut.’ G R^ Painton

Mr. W. J. Phillips, Mr. D. T. S. Robertson, Mr. M. Silvera, Mr. W. Sherlock, Mr. Thomson, Jun.

flbail arrangements.
A Welcome Alteration.

In our last issue we announced that the day of departure of the steamers of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 
had been altered to Thursday, five days later than heretofore. Alterations have now also been made in the date of sailing 
of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Company’s Direct Line. The steamers of this line will leave London and Dartmouth in 
the weeks intervening between the Royal Mail sailings. Thus, the next sailing of the Direct Line will be from London 
on April 12th and from Dartmouth on the night of April 13th. Only mails for Barbados, Grenada. Trinidad and 
Demerara (including correspondence for Dutch and French Guiana) will be sent bv this route. Letter and newspaper 
mails will be made up in London early in the afternoon of alternate Fridays ; and correspondence from the provinces 
reaching London by midday on the dates of despatch will be in time for these mails. Parcel mails for the places named 
will be made up in London on alternate Fridays, beginning on April 13th, and will include parcels received from the 
provinces on the morning of despatch. The letter and newspaper mails by the Royal Mail route will close in London 
at midnight on alternate Wednesdays. Correspondence posted in provincial towns for the night mails on Wednesday 
will be in time for the mail. Parcel mails fort his route will be made up in London on alternate Wednesdav 
mornings, beginning this morning, and will include parcels received from the Provinces by the night mail of Tuesday.

A Joint W.l. Cargo Service.
It is announced that the lines of West India cargo steamers, hitherto separately worked by Messrs. Scrutton, 

Sons & Co., of London, Messrs. Prentice, Service & Henderson, of Glasgow, and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company i 
from London, Hull and Glasgow, will in future be run as a joint service. The sailings from London will be fortnightly’ 
from Glasgow every three weeks, and from Hull as circumstances require.

Another New Route to Jamaica.
There will, in addition, be a new service of cargo steamers run jointly by these three companies from London direct 

to Antigua, and thence to Montserrat, St. Kitts, Jamaica, and the Pacific ports. This will give the advantage of communi­
cation between Jamaica and St. Kitts in four days.

Outward Mails.
Date.

April 5
» 7
„ 12
H 13

IQ

Date.

April 11
14

Where From.

Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for 
Lott Gt’s iti Ldn

W.l. Islands and Demerara Southampton ... R.M.S.P.Co. ' ‘ Trent ’ ’ April 4, mdn’t.
Jamaica and Bermuda Avonmouth ... I.D.W.l.M.S. ' ' Port Kingston ’ 

' ' Texan ’ ’
6, 6 p.m.

Barbados and Trinidad ... Liverpool Leyland Line .. 11, mdn’t.
W.l. Islands (Jamaica excepted) 

and Demerara Dartmouth Direct Line " Serrana ” ,, 12, mdn’t.
W. I. Islands and Demerara Southampton .. R.M.S.P.Co. ' ‘ Orinoco ” ,, 18, mdn’t.

Packet.

J amaica
W.l. Islands and Demerara

Homeward Mails.
Port of Arrival. Company.

Avonmouth ... 
Southampton

I.D.W.l.M.S.
R.M;S.P. Co.

" Port Antonio ” 
“ Tagus ”

Sports of produce from tbe West Jnbtes.
British Guiana. Jamaica. Trinidad. Grenada.

Jan. i to March 12 April i to March 4. Jan. i to March 16. Jan. i to March 15
1906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905 190 1905

Sugar ............................ 22,93° 20,461 Tons. 10,616 9121 Tons. 121,629 ii4,9i5Bgs.&Brls.
/ 168 1228 Puns. \

Molasses ............................ 860 1558 Puns. J ... 42 Tres. (
( ... 103 Brls. )

Rum 6511 4106 ,, 934,856 i ,112,061 Galls. 2 294 Puns,

Molascuit . ............... 2374 2497 Tons.
21,083 Cwts. 8,734,77° 8,225,195 lbs.Cocoa 3300 ... lbs. 30,358 31,201 35,845 Bag

Coffee ............................ 73,36° 48,468 ,, 5760 10,890 ,,

Coconuts 16,038 183,505 6,280,629 3,457,243 2,501,850 2,398,250

Copra... ..................................................
Cotton ........................................
Cotton Seed

43,307 10,542 lbs.
2190 2543 bags.

30,513 24,245 Tons.
...

Asphalt
Oranges .....................................
Bananas ....................................................

71,095,693

13,731,*47

76,062,541
8,042,716 Bchs.

Pimento ............................ 87,716 138,590 cwts. ui <2137 2483 Bi Is.

Spice ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 . 277 329 |-Brls.

Gold ................ ... 16,213 17,396 ozs . ••• ... ... a 150 277 Gases.

Diamonds ........................................ 355 1649 carats. ... ... ... (fl 64 131 Bags
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abe iprobuce iibarkets’ Summary.
SUGAR. F. O. Licht’s Consumption, Sept./Feb., 6 months.

1905/6. "1904/5 1903/4
Germany 550, 000 490,000 590,000
Austria 250,000 220,000 260,000

France 330,000 330,000 450,000
Holland and Belgium ... 90,000 90,000 110,000

Total 1.220.000 1,130.000 1 410 000
O. Licht’s Estimates of Crops.

1905/6 1904/5 1903/4
Convention Europe 5,560,000 3,420,000 4,220,000
Other Countries ... 1,410,000 i 280,000 1,640,000

Total 6,970,000 4.700.000 5 850 000
O. Licht’s Visible Supply , 1st March, even dates.

1906. 1905 1904
Convention Europe ... ................. 3^54°,000 2,320,000 3,230,000
United States, Cuba, and afloat 400,000 430,000 390,000

Total ............... 3,940,000 2,750.000 3 620,000

Tons

Tons

Tons

Writing about sugar has been a thankless task for the last twelve months, as with the exception of temp« r rv upwar i 
movements in the price of 88%, always of insignificant importance, the tendency in prices has been consistently ■ : 
wards, and all of us are hoping that the bottom has been somewhere about reached, although this i- far fr< -111 a -ured T ■ 
constantly referred to over-production of beet has caused all the mischief, and wbat is now wante 1 is a 1 Iment
in sowings and an unfavourable summer for the growing of the roots. With regard 1
little hope, except possibly in France whose crop this season is about 1,000,000 tons against about 4 500 000 tons in the 
rest of Convention Europe. As to the weather, who can tell what that will be? This is the one and practical^ only 
question that will decide the course of prices for the next twelve months. Consumption may ' 
is a lot for it to do with the heavy stocks printed above.

do something, but there

The moment’s quotations of 88% beet are April, 8s. 4£d. : May, 8s. 5^1. . 
8s. g|d., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

August, 8s 7fd : and Oct./Dec .

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

1906 
3,510,000 

210,000 
230,000

1905
2,370,000 

250,000 
300,000

on uneven dates are
1904

3,200,000
130,000
300,000

1903 
3,030,000 

190,000 
350,000

follows :— 
1902 

3,180,000 
110,000

• 380,000

Ton:

Total 
Quotations of 88% Beet :—

3,950,000 2.920,000
14s. 8d.

3,630,000
8s. 6id.

3.570,000
8s. 2|d.

3 670,000 
6s. 6d.~ 8s. 4$d.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—With the general flatness in
lised, and our buyers still continue their hand to mouth policy. As Importers are 
unchanged, viz. : 14s. for inferior grades, up to 16s. 6d. for small quantities of fine sugar av< 
W° c 9 teSt 9S- 6d- °n floatin^ terms is about the present value

Molasses Sugar. Is slow from ns. to 15s. according to quality and for s to t n
Muscovado—Small lots of fine grocery are realising fancy arte - ® - a‘"’g 'ermS al'"U‘

13s., and of 89 test to Refiners about 8s. 3d. on floating conditions

all Markets there has been
policy.

less doing of late in yellow 
not pressing sales, prices
average qualities being nominally

crystal - 
remain

West India Figures since ist Jan

The value of fair grocery
7s. 6d

Barbados is about

Imports... 
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised
Rum.—Stocks in London :

Jamaica ...
Demerara

Total of all kinds .

1906.
5500

10,400

1906.
14,000
10,000
13,000

14s. 9d.

22,400

1905-
9000
9000
9000

21s. Od.
I9°5- 
6300 
6000

19,600Business in Demerara continues suspended and our buyers are full of 
is patent to all those who are conversant with the state of the licensed trade 
best be left unrecorded. Jamaica is unchanged at 0« .a c- c*„„a AJ e

1904
9000

11,000 
10,000
15s. Od.

1904.
7300 

12,000 
28,500

1903
4000 

11,000 
22,000 
14s. 9d.

1902
9000 Tons.

10,000
10,000
15s. 3d.

1903-
8500 Puns

10.000 ,,
28,800

kinds remain nominal.

complaints about the absence of trade, which
Jamaica is unchanged at 2S. id "for Standard Home T^eM^k?■e”‘ire‘y- "»““al and had

I-ee wards and other proof
Cocoa. —Stocks in London •

Trinidad................. ... 1906
Grenada ... ... r3>9°o
Total of all kinds ................. 9700

In prices there is no alteration, but the tone'nf th^M—1 7^'OOQ . 
good demand, but above this range sales can only ben^d“^ 

season approaching, the use of cocoa does not generally’increase Th. . i » —y, ana with the warm
52s. ; Estate Marks 52s. to 56s. and 60s. ; Grenada fair J P^sent quotations remain : Trinidad fair collected
commands 45s. and fermented 48s. to Sts 47 ’ d feinted 49S. to 52s. From other Islands lair Xam

Coffee-Quiet. Good ordinary Jamaica, 39s. to 4IS.

t"6 3 m®40 "dT3 at S^Mace3 aSte dd ' F IS" 84 S at Io4d. 96’s at «id IO6 s at 8d
to is. 6d., and broken, is. id. Ginger í^a^' Steady- Fair to good pale, is. ~d to is‘o<1 a'
pimento-Dull. Fair, worth 2g”gto 2Jd Good common ‘° >«” middling Jamaica. Clue 6«
spasmo^^-5^1 —ensure taking place in good manufacturing St. Vincent at 2d b t tl d d

L ¡me luice . vmcent at 2d., but the demand is
as.6d. Distilled Oil, firm, vaVts. ¿«8. Hand Pressed, steady at as yd to

!9O5 
17,400 
14,900 
83,000

1904.
15.800 
16,000
75.000

!9O3
14,400 Bags
16,700

The

rr r 83,000
For qualities from 45s. to 51s. there is a fairly 
winter is passing away, and with the warrii
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THE views of the West Indian Colonies have been invited through the Hon. Correspondents 
of the West India Committee, regarding the desirability of taking part in the two 
exhibitions known as the Confectioners’ and Grocers’ Exhibitions in 1907. These 

exhibitions, which are held annually, are fully recognised by the trades with which their 
names are identified, and attract a large number of visitors and abundant notice by the Press. 
The managers of the exhibitions have offered to the West India Committee the whole of the 
Minor Hall of the Agricultural Hall, with a superficial area of 12,000 square feet, free of 
charge. The exhibitions are held from September 7th to 14th and September 21st to 28th 
respectively, and exhibitors will be allowed to take possession on August 28th, 1907, and 
exhibits will have to be removed on October 1st. The Minor Hall was occupied in 1904 at 
these two exhibitions by the Canadian Government, who reported that they were well satisfied 
at the result. This year it has been reserved for the Agent-General of Victoria. We are 
pleased to be able to say that the proposal that the West Indies should take part has been 
favourably received by the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture, who suggests that the 
details might be considered when he returns to this country, as he hopes to do, later in the 
year. Meanwhile, we would ask our friends in the Colonies to consider the matter and to decide 

whether they wish to participate.

Ube annual /Meeting.
Members of the West India Committee are informed that the Annual General Meeting 

will be held at the West India Committee Rooms at 3 p.m. on Thursday, May 17th.

mew Members of tbe West 3nbia Committee.
At a meeting of the Executive on Thursday, April 5th, Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G., presid­

ing, the following were elected members of the West India Committee :

•Rame.
William Macdonald (British Guiana) 
James Gillespie (British Guiana) 
R. E. Harvey 
A. H. Pearce

proposer.
A. Summerson
Hon. B. Howell Jones
F. N. Martinez
Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G.
Hon. E. Du Boulay
Hon. Oscar Marescaux

A. Hunt (St. Lucia)
R. H. B. Hotchkin (Jamaica)
Charles T. Hunter (British Honduras) Hon. A. R. Usher

Seconder.
E. R. Davson
S. A. H. Culpeper
F. I. Scard
F. I. Scard
Hon. S. D. Melville
Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G.
Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G.

Full particulars regarding membership and application forms for candidates can be obtained 
from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.
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¡petroleum in UriniOaò.
We hope that there will be a good attendance at the West India Committee Rooms at 4 o’clock 

on Thursday, April 26th, when Mr. Randolph Rust will deliver his lecture on Petroleum 
in Trinidad. It is generally recognised that the petroleum industry is likely to be one of great 
importance to Trinidad, and Mr. Rust’s statements regarding it will be awaited with much 
interest. The tickets are now ready and can be obtained, free of charge, from the Secretary to the 
West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.

H Ibunbreb J^ears Hoo.
The Bread Fruit Tree in the West Indies.

In the Bulletin of the Jamaica Department of Agriculture for February, a short nt is given 
r^S^ding Stephen Fuller, the Agent for Jamaica from 1765 to 1795, and an interesting letter from kun : 
published referring to the Bread Fruit trees which were then in fruit in Jamaica for the first time. 
Be ashed that samples of the fruit might be sent home for presentation to the King, who had taken great 
wwMd ™ its introduction into that Island, and by whose authority Admiral Bligh in 17«) 1 hade nvc. - /

OtaheUte‘ Tie^sts^’ in the direction of introducing this valuable food tree into the
vear taken est India Committee in W75- At the meeting of February yth in th u
year, Mr. Beeston Long being in the chair, and Mr. Fuller also present, a letter was read from a Mr, 
George Walker to the chairman—

. introduction into England of the Bread Fruit Tree and Mant'ostern
rom the East Indies, in order for their being sent over and propagated in the West* Indm< "

And it was agreed—

-n endca*

At the following meeting on March 7 th it was further resolved—

±? S^he true Sh?!! tO En^and
properly certified to be of the best sort of that Emit « Tree ve&etation»
the sum of one hundred pounds out of the General Fund of thiTs^ entUled ‘°

^ugh the personal interest of the 
tree, the culhvation of which was rapidly extended throughout Le West Udi™. °f thtS vall‘M'

Ube Question of a 1Rum Stanbarb.
CommS£^ e Nola"> ^e

Agricultural Society of British Guiana, attended the fortniihtW I’ Srard’ hj6 Resident of the 
West India Committee on Thursday, April 5th, when a discussi^n^onk“^ °f the E*eculi ve of the 
rum prosecutions and the question of the standardisation of rum Sir the receilt
and those present were:—Mr. George Carrington Mr Snf h r? Nevlle Lubbock presided 
Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. Williamg GiS? Sr ¿1^

Mr. Arthur McConnell, Mr. AV. MitcheH-Thomson m ?<y’ Mr' Arthur N. Lubbock’Rutherford, Mr.W.P.B.Shepheard, ^^ ^r. H. F. Previte, Mr. Robert
Sir Nevile Lubbock said that the object of the Wpst Mr. Algernon R. Aspinall (Secretary 

interests of the West Indies generally, and tlmy coulY not t± C°mmitt^ promote the 
Colony if it prejudiced the welfare of others It had hL * P a Posltl°n in favour of one 
Indies and. Demerara had no right to be called rum wb PUt forward ^at rum from the West

Mr. Nolan said thatOf course heh'ad no 6
prosecutions were under the Merchandise Marks Act WbL r d except Jamaica alone. His 

the nine Tr desigLiTxLTwh^ o?™^ iA p'LL s?il\“^ noTeVuded^o
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and tW .avin-g stated *atthe amount of ethers in Jamaica rum varied from 75 to 1200
and that the variation in public-house rums would be about 150 to 400-

?osition of the unfortunate planter whose rums 
ether 5 would be if a standard of 200 were adopted. Mr. de Pass replied that low
ether rums are preferred in Jamaica and consumed locally. 1

exnorlmL^F11 that the ^J0-^086 J.amaica people who would be prohibited from 
be able Fo X "'"b T°U d k? comPared with the gain, as Jamaica would
rum from p V he reP*?tatlon which she had held for so many years. He continued that 
rum from any other countries was not supposed to be sold under the name Jamaica rum 
th/nraeb A“e”ca’ Germany, and other places must be called imitation rum. It was 
and to vat other rums and sell them as Jamaica. Rums were vatted, that is Jamaica
and inferior rums were blended, and this mixture was put into the original puncheons which 
came from Jamaica and put on the market as “Jamaica rum.” He was stronglv opposed to 
tms practice.

, as.^e<^ what would happen if the mean of such a mixture came to 200 ethers,
and Mr. Nolan said that the Merchandise Marks Act would then be applied. Sir Nevile 
thought this at once showed the want of any necessity for a standard. Mr. Nolan admitted 
that the standard was only good for Jamaica, and would not suit the low ethers.

a- • • ,S\r Lubbock Pointed out that there was no desiie to justify Demerara and
irimdad rum being sold as Jamaica, but what was wanted was to benefit rum generally.

Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, M.P., asked whether in the event of a standard being set up 
all the retailers would not stop using the name “Jamaica ” for fear of risk.

Mr. Nolan said that public-houses had put up more notices of “Jamaica rum” since the 
prosecutions than they had done previously.

Sir Nevile said that everyone present admitted that a standard was not to the advantage 
of the West Indies generally, even if it was to Jamaica, and he could not see that it was 
any advantage to Jamaica, although that was a matter for the Colony itself to decide. With 
regard to Demerara and Trinidad, there was an objection to starting a standard, because it 
gave rise to the impression that the quality of rum depended on the ethers.

Mr. Nolan pointed out that Jamaica rum was not a secondary product, as was the 
case in the other Colonies ; it was more important than the sugar. The stuff from which 
the rum was made was quite as important as the way it Was made.

Professor Carmody said that as regards the question as to whether the substance was 
to be called rum when made from a patent or pot still, he was sure that Mr. Nolan’s position 
was untenable. It would be quite impossible to say that rum made in a patent still was a 
different thing from rum made in a pot still, and it was even very hard to draw a line between 
the various forms of stills. He did not think that any analyst would agree to define rum 
other than as a spirit made from cane juice in some form, by whatever means it might be made. 
Speaking generally there were always objections to standards, as a standard must be a low 
one, and that opened the way for adulteration. The practice in this country had been all 
along not to fix legal standards, and although they were doing it in America it was only 
slowly, and with substances upon which analysts generally were agreed as to standards. 
The other question was as to whether Jamaica planters should fix a standard for rum. If 
they did so, it should be on their own responsibility, and it would be unwise for the West 
India Committee to endorse any standard they might propose. Let Jamaica see how the 
standard worked, and if it were unsatisfactory it could be dropped, without the Committee 
being asked to take part in the proposals. Among analysts there was yet a great deal of 
uncertainty with regard to this standard based on ethers, and he thought it was early to 
propose making a standard dependent upon ethers, but if it were done Jamaica should adopt 
it alone and on her own responsibility.

Sir Nevile said he thought that the West India Committee should adopt Professor 
Carmodv’s point of view, and state what their objections were to a standard, but let the 
responsibility rest with Jamaica if that Colony decided to adopt one. He was of opinion 
that the reason for the superiority of Jamaica rum was not the way in which it was made, but 
the fact that it was made from cane juice, whereas in Demerara and Trinidad the object was to 
extract first as much sugar from the cane juice as possible before the rum was made.

Mr Nolan intimated that no immediate steps would betaken by him in connection with 
a standard until the views of Jamaica were known, and that meanwhile he would continue the 
prosecutions under the Merchandise Marks Act.
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Ube Sugar Jnbustrp in Guadeloupe.
From the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre we gather that efforts are being made to establish 

the cultivation of cotton and coffee in Guadeloupe. Mr. Longues, speaking on the subject of sugar 
having been the only cultivation in that Island, says : “ Our sugar is competed against in the whole 
world ; every year it is produced under improvements in machinery, but we have never been able 
to raise the necessary funds to transform our plants, whence it happens that we are always at the 
same point.” Mr. Longues’ statement corroborates in a forcible manner the argument over and 
over again maintained in these Colonies that the system of direct bounties to the Colonial manu­
facture of sugar has not been profited enough by the planters to provide improved sugar machinery. 
Mr. Longues sees no other way out of the difficulty than to obtain the help of the Bank of Guade­
loupe. In connection with this the Bank points out the anomaly of the Colony making its principal 
industry pay in the form of export tax, a tax which will amount to more than 700,000 frs., when the 
industry is condemned to lose 4 to 5 frs. per 100 kilos, of sugar. The Bank has pointed out in addition 
what the Courrier de Guadeloupe reports as the necessity for planters to claim from Parliament* and 
the Brussels Commission, by increase of the distance rebate, the equivalent treatment which has 
always been promised them, but which has never yet been given them. The export tax amounting 
to 1.80 fr. per 100 kilos., our contemporary estimates that by the revision of half of this tax and an 
“equitable increase” in the distance rebate, the planters would release a “ plus value ” oi more 
than 4 frs. per 100 kilos, of sugar. The Bank consented to finance the factories up to the end of 
February. From all accounts the sugar industry in the French West Indies appears to be in a critical 
condition.

Sugar Work in Queensland.
™We ’,nde^ed to the Mackay Daily Mercury for a summary of the fifth annual report of

Dr Maxwell, the Director of the Queensland Sugar Experiment Station. The laboratory work 
included the analysis of 9349 samples of soils, waters, manures, limes, canes, sugars and molasses 
Any canes properly sampled were analysed for the general public free of charge, and during the crop' 
season these had priority over other work In addition to the general supervision of the Experiment 
Station Dr. Maxwell had direct charge of six central mills, and the work of sugar district inspector 
had to- be largely carried out by the assistant director, Mr. Anderssen. A considerable number of 
the best varieties of known canes had been distributed among planters for experimental cult 1 ation 
and new varieties were still being introduced. The report on the Mackav Exneri^S Ci ? ’ 
mentions that “attention is being given toThe^question of raising can 1 from'seed and Ittemm L°re 
being made m order to force the best varieties growing on the estate to produce ferHla »H l ” > u 
points to the seedling cane work being considerably behind that in the West Indies ~ d’ " h‘Ch
at the sub-stations, as compared with the estates, were,

Sub-station results ..

per acre :— 
1904.
23-9

The cane returns

1905.
26.3

Mean.
25.1 tons
*39

Ordinary cultivation .. .. .. 14 7 T, T
which appears to be an exceptionally poor return for the ordinary cultivation 
the crop was estimated at £2,276,927. The impression formed by the report ?s that in th fi----------  
during which the Department has been in operation, a large amount of vain n W ? E ?Ve ycars 
for the agricultural and technical part of the QueenslamAugar industry ' b haS been d°ne

The total value of

®ur ffrienbs in iParliament.
were X'
Apnl 6th. Sir Nevile Lubbock presided and amongst tw ImPe^Ial Restaurant on Friday, 
A. E. Aspinall, Mr. G. R. Alston Mr F P lt™^ present were : Mr. J. Arnold. Mr.
N. Booker, Mr. Georve Carrinvton Mr r A 1 Merger, Mr. C. T. Berthon, Mr G E
F de Pass, Mr. H SZ Di£SOnA Mr’ L. de Mercado, Air
Etherington, Mr. H. W. Carr-Gomm MP ‘m/w 4^? G‘ Bvans’ Mr. A. H
Harper, Mr. E. A Hav Mr A A' M- Goode> Mr. R. P. Goffe Mr tt
Martinez, Mr. A. E. Messer Mr I E Mit Hu % Johnson> Mr A- N. Lubbock Mr F n' 
Perne, Mr. A. G. V. PerX; Mn k H “h Rie’ £7/^ T L Pe«. E. G 
Rippon, Dr. G. H. Rodmai, Mr. R Rust MrR Mr- H' F- Previte', Mr J

Of the expressed the K„pe lh„ „
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Members of Parliament would take an interest in West Indian affairs, and that a small party 
would be got together similar to that which they had in the last House of Commons. There still 
remained many matters concerning the West Indies which merited the attention of our Legisla­
tures. Mr. D. McIver, who responded, urged that Colonial considerations should be entirely 
removed from the sphere of party politics. Mr. Messer submitted the toast, “ Prosperity to our 
West Indian Colonies,” and observed that apart from their staple industry, there was a matter 
which would materially affect the prosperity of the West Indies, and that was the construction of 
the Panama Canal. The completion of that work would result in converting some of the Islands 
from mere positions in a cut de sac to strategic points in the greatest waterway in the world, the 
importance of which it was impossible to over-estimate. He did not believe that the West 
Indian possessions could be federated into one colony for administrative purposes, but they 
might act more in co-operation.

Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, M.P., having replied, Mr. Owen Philipps, M.P , in proposing 
the health of the chairman, said that Jamaica would of necessity be the key of the Panama 
Canal, and he could not therefore understand why this country should have abandoned the 
coaling station it had there. In the present circumstances the number of coaling stations 
in that part of the world should be increased rather than diminished.

/Ibn Winston Gburcbill anb tbe Snqar Convention.
In our last issue we gave the text of a reply by Mr. Winston Churchill in the House of 

Commons to a question asked by Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, in which he said that it was necessary 
to remember that the conclusive argument against the Sugar Convention was the widespread 
loss and injury inflicted upon British commerce and the British manufacturer. At a meeting of 
the Executive of the West India Committee on Thursday, April 5th, the following resolution 
was adopted unanimously :

“That this Committee affirms that the Brussels Convention has had, and can have, 
no other effect than that consequent upon the cessation of bounties, and therefore 
emphatically denies the allegation in the reply of Mr. Winston Churchill in the House 
of Commons on the 2nd inst. to a question by Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, that the Con­
vention had benefited the West Indies at the expense of widespread loss and injury 
inflicted upon British commerce and manufactures; on the contrary, this Committee 
affirms that the final abolition of all bounties, whether by convention, legislation, or 
otherwise, is an absolute and general benefit and security to British commerce and 
manufacture, and above all to British labour.”

Gane farming in Mauritius.
In our issue of January 5th last we made some reference to a suggestion of Sir Henry 

Moore Jackson, the Governor of Trinidad, that the system of cane farming prevailing in Mauritius, 
Fiji and Hawaii, might prove adaptable to Trinidad. In this connection the following notes for 
which we are indebted to Mr. George W. Malcolm, of Mauritius, will be of interest.

Cane farming is carried out on a large scale in Mauritius, a very great proportion—probably 
half—of the whole crop of the Island being grown in this way. Farmers may be classed as follows : (A) 
Whole estates, whose owners have closed down their usines; (B) Private individuals (Mauritian planters) 
or partnerships, who have either bought or leased comparatively large tracts of land ; (C) “ Morcelle- 
ment ” planters, who have not finished paying for their land. “Morcellement” means the parcelling 
out of whole or part of an estate in small lots to Indians on yearly payments, the original owners 
taking the canes if they have a factory until the whole price of the land with interest at 9 per cent, 
per annum is paid off. If they have not a factory they usually reserve the right to order the planter 
to sell his canes (at current rates) where they think fit, and thus keep control of the sales, to secure 
themselves ; (D) Morcellement planters whose land has become their own, and other small pro­
prietors ; (¿) Planters who grow cane on estate land for their own account.

Class A generally contract for some years at a time with a neighbouring factory to which they 
are connected by a light railway or by sidings through the Government railway. Payment is usually 
made by handing over from 65 to 70 lbs. of all sugars (in the proportion turned out by the factory), 
delivered in Port Louis, to the farmer, who sells it himself, for every 1000 lbs. of cane supplied, 
delivered at the cane carrier or at some point on the estates light railway. This is equal to about 
70 per cent, of the total sugar extracted by the factory from the bought canes, the rest is kept. In 
other cases the factory sells all the sugar, and pays the farmer a sum equivalent to the above pro­
portion of sugar sold at the average price realised by the factory for their crop. Advances are made,
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and a general settlement takes place after crop. Again, some contracts are made at fixed prices per 
1000 lbs. of cane, increasing, however, with a rise, and decreasing with a fall in the price realised for 
sugar, upon a basis previously determined, practically a sliding scale.

Class B works in the same way and Class C has already been explained above.
Class D deals in various ways. Many who are independent and can cultivate their cane without 

financial assistance, wait till crop begins and then sell to the highest bidder. As a rule these men 
will not cut a cane until every factory anywhere near them has started grinding. Others not so rich 
have to seek assistance for guano, etc., and generally get it from the factory that passes their cane, 
binding themselves to send all their crop there, either at current rates or at a previously fixed price. 
“ Current ” rates are those at which cane is sold in the open market during crop in any particular 
locality, and vary considerably between Rs. 4.50 and Rs. 6.00 per 1000 lbs. of cane cut and delivei 
Prices rule low at the beginning of crop, but competition soon gets very keen, and up they go to the 
great joy of the planters. Large sums of money are thus advanced every year to the planters, so 
that until the cyclone season is over mill owners are exposed to considerable risks. Competition for 
these independent planters’ canes is very keen. Factories put up weighbridges at all stations where 
the Government railway taps the small planters’ districts, and bid against each other, beginning 
early in the year, making advances, contracts, etc. No less than five weighbridges were going last 
crop at the station where the writer takes the train every morning, all bidding against each other. 
Canes run up to prices that cannot possibly pay mill owners, and one wonders why a little mutual 
understanding and limitation of districts for each factory could not be introduced. ' Not long ago A 
wanted more cane ; he promptly set up a weighbridge at B’s station, fifteen miles awav. B imme­
diately retaliated by setting one up at A’s station, and these two bought large quantities of cane in 
each other s district, and kept the railway busily and profitably employed carrying them. Of course 
the sole beneficiaries are the planters and the railway.

Class E.—Estates owning factories loan land to Indians who cultivate it for their own account 
They get advances of guano, etc., and are obliged to pass their canes at the factory, receiving current 
rates mmus about Rs. 0.50 per 1000 lbs. of cane in lieu of rent; the land remains the property of the

Mauritius is in many ways admirably adapted for cane farming. The main line of the 
Government railways runs through most of the cane districts and sidings are numerousMany factories 
own sidings connecting the mam line right up to their cane carriers, so canes bought atZvX“ 
stations arrive at the carrier without any double handling in trucks holding from fifteen to twenK 
tons. In 1903 when surra annihilated the oxen and mules, nearly every estate pudown Haft 
railways ; many have put down weighbridges at central mint« J™ r ¿7 <loun light 
lines to the carrier at very low cost The smaU farmers thrifts ™d i’”gt Ca"e 0,1 the,r own 
few years finish their engagements and take ud land ThPi K 1 77? Jab°urers save, and after a 
labour of the family cultivates the cane> without any oullay7 ManA^0” the c°"’bi"‘d
a cart, and in addition to carrying cane and goodsLake tL'r^ " 1S° buy a mule or an ox> and 
Indians have thus become farmers, and scarcity of labour is the re^lt™ Verv’ f E"orm.ous “umbers of 
m this business. As a rule they are too hopeleLly 4"^^

®ow to Uest 2>emerara Sugar.
delivered a technical lectrme^So^^^^^^ M InJtheBrierly’ b°rou8h analyst,

to satisfy themselves as to whether adulteration had vnum«ous cas?s they would be able
instance, the case of common yellow sugar known iT rlaCe °r Uot- Eet them «ke, for 
chemical differences between those cryltals There were really no
produced from the cane. It was in the manufacturewhT % SUgar’ which «as
crystals were made from beetroot and with thl * where the difference existed. Yellow 
several materials which it was absolutely necessary er'Ved Jr?m the beet was associated 
upon the market. In order to effect this 1 7 remove before the sugar could be put
and could only be turned out in that condi«™“’’ 7® ,SUgar had to be very highly refined 
substance could not possibly be sold as , o col°urless, and they knew that a ¿olourle« 
the ordinary sugar there were several diff sugar. Between the yellow crystals
yellow crystals were higH^refineT and^^^^^ Iu, th/ first Place, as he had Mentioned the 
sugar was always associated with the svrunnfrnUently u6® fr°™ syruP’ whilst the Rem era ra

— . ...„a
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each other. In the crystals the syrup was not present, and therefore 
would not stick together, and consequently one indication of a distinction between 

yellow crystals and the other sugar was obtained simply by ascertaining whether the syrup was or 
was not present. Another distinction would be found if they placed samples of both in 
water and warmed them afterwards, noting the difference in the odours. Thus they would 
see the necessity of cultivating their powers of observation, and he might tell them that if 

through an examination to qualify as a chemist and druggist, they would 
find that one of the most important parts of the examination, and the one most likely to floor 

lem, depended upon the education of the senses, because there was always one test in which 
a number of chemicals were placed before them in bottles, which they were allowed to examine, 
smell, feel, and taste—at their own risk—and their success would then depend simply and 
solely as to whether they had educated their senses, and were thus able to name and classify 
those poisons and chemicals by means of them. A smart grocer, by similar means, would 
not only be able to tell them what were yellow crystals and what was Demerara, but he would 
a?so a ,e to tell them if he had a mixture of the two. He wished to impress upon them 
the necessity for not only using their powers of observation with regard to sugar but also 
with regard to starches.

Chambers of Commerce of tbe lEmpire.
At the sixth congress of the Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, to be held in 

London at the Grocers’ Hall, from July 10th to 13th next, several resolutions of interest to 
West Indians will be brought forward. The Montreal Board of Trade has on the agenda 
a motion that the Imperial Goverment be approached to devise means whereby cable and 
telegraphic news from all parts of the British Empire shall be furnished entirely through 
British channels, and the same Chamber will urge that lines of steamships shall be secured 
and retained for the provision of fast mail services and the development and control of trade 
between the Mother Country and her possessions, and between the Colonies themselves. The 
Chamber of Commerce of the City of Georgetown, Demerara, will bring forward a resolution 
on the subject of the rum surtax.

& Cotton Commission.
A Cotton Commission, which consists of Messrs. H. W. Macalister, Hy. P. Greg (Ashton Bros, 

and Company, Ltd.), W. J. Orr, Thos. D. Barlow (Barlow and Jones, Limited), G. Lennard Bolden 
(Calico Printers’ Association), and Geo. Moores, F.S.S., sailed recently for Boston. Their 
primary aim is to ascertain how cotton is grown, and to examine the processes which fit it for the 
market. In doing this they will obtain a good idea of the fair value to which the planter is entitled 
and their own practical experience may be of service in showing not only how the cotton should be 
baled and handled, but how expense of transit may be reduced. In this connection no doubt the 
advantages offered by direct shipments to Manchester will be impressed on the sellers. It is signi­
ficant that the New England mills will probably send representatives to the cotton fields in company 
with the Commission. The cotton industry of Lancashire boasts, with good cause, that it is the best 
organised trade in the world. The attempt to reconcile Continental and British interests has also 
met with considerable success, one result being a fillip to cotton growing throughout the world. Still 
for some time, the United States must remain the great source of supply, and if some scheme can be 
devised whereby the Southern planters obtain an adequate return for their ventures, while spinners, 
etc., secure freedom from the cotton gambler, the labours of the Lancashire Commission will not 
have been in vain.—Cotton.

Ube lEOitor’s SHarg*
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Thur., April 5th.__The R.M.S.P. “Trent ” left for the West Indies.—Mr. J. G. Nolan and Professor Carmody attended 

a meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee.—Prince Bulow taken suddenly ill in the 
Reichstag.—Bank rate reduced from 4 to 3£%.—88 % Beet, 8/5 quiet.

Fri., April 6th.—West Indian Club dinner to several Members of Parliament.—Beet 8/5| quiet.
Sat., April 7th.—Morocco Conference ended. Agreement signed at Algeciras. —.Article in the Statist on the Sugar 

Convention and the Sugar Trade.—Cambridge won the boat race by 3J lengths.—Beet 8/5f steady.
Sun., April 8th.—Eruption of Vesuvius assumed serious proportions.
Mon., April 9th.—Education Bill introduced into the House of Commons.—Tnnidad-Demerara cable interrupted.— 

Beet 8/6 steady.
Tues., April 10th.—The Archbishop of Canterbury condemned the Government’s Education Bill.—Collapse of a Market 

in Naples, owing to weight of ashes from Vesuvius.—Beet 8/6J easier.
Wed., April 11th.—Beet morning call 8/5f steady.
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IRotes of SnteresL
bubbles. Among the alleged sufferers from the Sugar Convention is the mineral water 

industry. Presiding over the general meeting of Schweppes, Ltd., Mr. C. D. Kemp \\ elch, 
himself, by the way, a West Indian proprietor, said the accounts showed continued prosperity, 
increased sales and an augmented profit.

colonial EXHIBI- We regret that through an oversight the name of Mr. C. J. Davis, Montego Bay.
TION, 1905. Jamaica, was omitted from the list of recipients of awards at last year’s Colonial 

Exhibition. Mr. C. J. Davis obtained a diploma for a gold medal fora violin which he con­
structed himself. The instrument was made from the timber of a chapel in Jamaica.

cotton industry. Messrs. Wolstenholme & Holland report that there is a continuance of the 
good demand for Sea Island descriptions of cotton at firm prices, all offerings of desirable 
qualities being readily taken. The sales include Barbados Cotton from 13d. @ i8id., St. Vincent, 
J7d. @ iqd., St. Kitts, iqld. (a lyd., Antigua, 13d. @ iqd., Nevis, i4|d., and Montserrat, iqAd. 
The buyers of qualities over i6d. per lb., having a limited consumption, have generally supplied 
their requirements, and there will probably not be much further demand for extra qualities.

©ur Xibrarp*
Jhe A§>ricu,turaI News’ VoL V-’ No- 102> March 17th, obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms, 

price Id. This issue has a leading article on the “ Education of the Estate Overseer ” in scientific branches, which is cal­
culated to be of use to him in his work on sugar estate and in factory, and drawing attention to facilities f< r the purpose 
given by the scientific classes on the necessary subjects at Harrison College, at the instance of the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture. The idea is that special training of young men for positions on sugar estates would be a qualification for 
employment in those positions for which a certain amount of special scientific knowledge would be of the greatest 
advantage to both employer and employed. At present the curriculum has only had reference to sugar, but the Imperial

T? b °re °n? tO e5tend tbf C°Urse to C8cao’ cotton’ rubber and otber subjects. The number con! 
tne usual amount of general interesting matter in connection with tropical agriculture

The International Sugar Journal, Vol. VIII., No. 87, Altrincham, Manchester.—This numb. ■ ns an 
aittcle on glucmic acidL m molasses, the “ froth fermentation ” familiar to all sugar boilers as the result < f moo
sition by Mr Lely, the continuation of Mr. Heriot’s contributions to the subject of dmX Y>X.b SS
control. A letter also appears from the Harvey Engineering Company Ltd bearing on the vnr>rir> f »1 "w i 
process in Trinidad last year, from which it would appear thft the Results were as satisfactory as ^UdtA
description of Hutton’s continuous defecators, which are now working Tn Cuba,isalso ^en expected. A

West Jnbian Civil Service,
1 k During the absence on leave of Professor Carmody, F.I.C., F.C S Mr B C Burt 
has been appointed to act as Government Analyst and Professor of ChemisUy, Trinidad 

leave of absence GuiaUa> haS retU™ed to the Colony from

andass^^^ has arrived in British Guiana,

of the BeewarJSands0”1167 apP°inted Pri^te secretary to the Acting Governor

West Indian Securities,
chainnan,epfe?iS”gal MoYtog the^op^ Harry H Dobree,

likelihood of the Convention being abrogated capita? would again flow towards felt tbat.tbere was but a remote
been conclusively proved that with the best known meth^Sf bad
m the canes and the better adaptation of certain canes to certaiVS been made
the cane can be produced at a lower cost per ton than from^eetroot.8 the sugar from
no favour, and to be relieved from the uncertainty of being again bandit k T?d -asked "as a fa,r be,d and
recently put it m a few words, it is uncertainty more than anythin? else whirl? by bou?tles- As Mr. Chamberlain
The cocoa industry was fairly flourishing, but there again the West capital away from this industry.

th? P™8^*8 were decidedly more favourable than of late ^he Suffennf ,from As regards
of the hurricane. There was a very fine crop of bananas nnw ka?’ be 9° ony ,was at ^ast getting over the effects 
remunerative. The other smaller industries of the West Indies ’ and tbe prices prevailing were certainly
beginning to become manufacturers, which was quite a newdenartY J mlrly prosperous’ and in Jamaica thev were 
One of them, which had been working for some time was for^t p T?k° “T?“4 factories have been established 
be quite a flourishing industry. 8 6 Wme’ Was for extracting the salt from logwood, and this promised to

The resolution was seconded by Mr E Brndia tt
Charles R. G. Hoare, Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C M G and tSTa P^^ously. Mr. John J. Cater Mr
rotation were re-elected, and Mr. Thomas Du Buisson was Wh° retired fr°m the Boa^d by

Weather Celearams
Ant^ua-(Messrs. Boddington & Co.) April 6th “P •

— (Messrs. Henry K. Davson & Co ), April 5th Rainfall general and will do much good ” British n. •
—(Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Cn T \ ls a favourable change in the weather }sb Guiana
New Colonial Co., Ltd ),’ AprUTth,- Witter “ A Uttl? has Mien
Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended March 29th “ Pnw a 1 h occasional light showers.” Jamaica—<Th„ tv TiFf (The 
28th, Bainy. Kingston—Rainy” P°ET A™™-22nd, Fine; 23rd and 24th Heavy mins; Kto to 27th, Fine“
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OUR CELEBRITIES.

No. LXV.

Sir ©eorge Glarhe iDile, IRt.

Estates. On the former estate they are ploughing 
ally untillable in its present condition with either o

Ube West Jnbia Committee TRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

April 17th, 1906

Telegrams: “ Carib, London." Telephone: 6642 Central.

have received by the homeward mail 
striking evidence regarding the efficacy 

of the system of steam-ploughing on sugar 
estates, which has been adopted in two such 
dissimilar Colonies as Trinidad and Antigua. 
Mr. George Christall, who, we are glad to 
welcome back in greatly improved health, tells 
us that on the Caroni Estate in Trinidad, a con­
siderable area of canes grown on land ploughed 
by steam has been cut this year, and that the 
average yield of plant canes per acre has been 
34 tons as compared with 23 tons from land culti­
vated under the old system. The total cost of 
cultivation of the steam ploughed lands, after 
allowing for wages and expenses of English 
ploughmen, and for 10% depreciation on the cost 
of the ploughs, proved to be somewhat less than 
under the old methods, so that the result is an 
increase of 50 % in the yield of canes per acre, 
without any increase in expenditure. In Antigua 
steam ploughs are now at work on Belvidere 
and Gunthorpe’s, the two new Central Factory 

a piece of land which would, otherwise, be practic- 
x-ploughs or manual labour, and they are not only
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ploughing the land, but pulverising it very satisfactorily. On Gunthorpe’s they are also doing excel­
lent work on land which has hitherto defied the old-fashioned methods of tillage. This is all very 
satisfactory, and with these results before the planters there is a probability of an extension of the system 
of steam-ploughing in the West Indies. The Agricultural News received by the same mail gives some 
interesting figures supplied by Mr. John Fleming, the Manager of Plantation Diamond in British 
Guiana, comparing the results of the cultivation of seedling canes with Bourbon canes on his estate. 
From this it appears that in 1905 the seedling canes showed a better result than the Bourbon by no 
less than 33 %. In 1904 the seedlings were better by 31 %, in 1903 by 14 %, in 1902 by 21 %, and in 
1901 by 29 %, or an average for five years of 25.6%. These striking improvements in cultivation, 
coupled with the success attending the working of the two new central sugar factories in Antigua, should 
encourage West Indian planters to further efforts, bearing in mind as they should do, that while beet 
manufacture and cultivation cannot be capable of much further improvement, there still remains vast 
unexplored fields for development in the sugar-cane world. Every nerve must be strained to reduce 
the cost of production. As we have so often pointed out competition in sugar-production is likely to 
be keener than ever it has been before, and it will be a case of the weakest going to the wall It 
must, moreover, be borne in mind that those who fail to keep abreast of the times, now that equality 
of opportunity has been restored, will surely alienate that sympathy which was extended to them when 
they were manfully facing unfair competition, if they fail in the struggle through their own apathy.

jJsefui experimental work is being done by the Imperial Department of Agriculture with cocoa in 

.. c St’Lucla>aad at a recent meeting of the Agricultural Experiments Committee in that Island
Commtssioner of Agriculture was able to report very satisfactory progress. At Soufriere a one- 

acre plot, which had no trees tn bearing in r9oo, was taken in hand by the Imperial Department in 
I9°i. For an expenditure in the five years ended r9o5, on cultivation, manures, &c. of/3+ 8s . id 
a total yield was obtained of 2,288 lb. of cured cacao, which, valued at 6d ner lb of well I 
showed a gross return of ¿57 4s„ or a profit in five years of >22 Z d A 1 CUred -cao, 
which had no trees in bearing in r9oo, had <20 5s spent m™ 'f 7 P Dennery’
years r,82o lb. of cacao, valued at above basi at XX sho “ 'X"

An abandonedfield of cacao, one acre in extent, at Roseau,’ for X^turXi/^ XI “in foX’ 

yielded 2,955 lb. of cacao, valued as above at <73 i7s 6d showing .L fit • o 7 9 5’
The details of the cultivation and manures used are given’in the Annual XT 4<i'

Ihe Imperial Commissioner suggested a new series of experimental plots of0' S T I9OI‘5'
acres or 1,000 trees, each divided into five sections Th- - 1 . P ‘ ’ to consist of five
of the Department, on condition that the proprietors defrayed theZost of f X'X by the °fficers 
suggestion was favourably received, and steps are to be tW K u ab°Ur “ nlanUres‘ The 
selecting plots in suitable localities for the purpose Th' ' “ X 116 Agncultural instructor for 
for St. Lucia, which now that the trooos have b 'T 8°°d W°rk’ and ls just what is wanted
must depend more than heretofore on the agricuXXdT’X X“1 Stati°n red“Ced to a cadr^ 

agricultural industries for which she is well suited.

r r - -- -scenery would be for our West Indian Colonies h t “ V'eWS °f WeSt Indian life and

— — -
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“ Biographer” to that part of the world, and a circular letter on the subject was addressed to our Hon 
Correspondents. We subsequently received a call from Mr. Alfred J. West of Souths-a 
probably the best living artist in marine photography, who intimated to us his intention of starting 
immediately for the West Ind.es, in order to take animated and other photographs for a series to be 
entitled “Our Mercantile Marine,” to follow “Our Navy" and “Our Army,” which have 
or several years past attracted large audiences to the London Polytechnic and in the provinces. We 

gladly furnished Mr. West with the necessary introductions, and have since learnt with satisfaction 
that he has made good use of his time, haying already, when the last mail left, exposed the best part of 
a mile of film and secured some very beautiful panoramas. Mr. West first visited Trinidad where 
he took some views on the railway and round about Port of Spain. He then went to Jamaica’aboard 
the “ Solent, and when we last heard from him he was proposing to return home, visiting some of the 
smaller Islands on the way. We gather that he is not, after all, confining himself to marine studies ■ 
and it is possible, therefore, that his visit may serve the purpose originally contemplated—that is to say’ 
the securing of views, life and scenery, and that the West Indies may thus obtain a valuable advertisement 

wit out cost. “ Coming Boom for Jamaica” was the heading given to an article in a recent issue of 
the Daily Gleaner dealing with Mr. West’s tour, and we certainly think that it is impossible to do too 
much in the direction of “ booming ” the Colonies. The tourist season in Jamaica and the West 
Indies as a whole, which is now drawing to a close, has, we believe, been exceptionally satisfactory 
One result must necessarily be a considerable stimulus to local trade and industry, through thè 
money spent by the tourists in a number of ways. Moreover, it must not be overlooked that 
many of the visitors eventually become interested commercially in the Islands and purchase 
properties. We could cite many instances of this. Anything, therefore, which conduces towards 
obtaining publicity for our Colonies is deserving of the fullest measure of support, .and we are accord­
ingly well pleased that Mr. West has been receiving assistance from our frieiids in the Colonies 
which he has. visited. Mr. West on his part has consented to give a private exhibition of his 
views to Members of the West India Committee, an act of courtesy which will be greatly appreciated. 
In due course we shall hope to make a further announcement on this subject, and meanwhile we may 
suitably conclude by wishing this skilful artist a safe voyage back to this country with his valuable 
burden.

Sir George Clarke ]pile, ikt
• Pa^onymic Pirle has for many years been a familiar one in Barbados. Indeed, it is to be found
in the Parish Registers of the Island of the 17th century. Among the most distinguished bearers of 
the name is Sir George Clarke Pile for many years President of the Legislative Council of Barbados 
and until recently President of the Agricultural Society of the Island. Sir George Pile, who was until 
recently one of the largest attorneys in the Island, was created a Knight in 1892 for his distinguished 
services to the Colony.

brimstone 1bill, st Ikitts,

Our full-page illustration in the present issue is reproduced from a photograph taken on the 
battlements of the abandoned fortress on what is known as “ Brimstone Hill ” in St. Kitts The 
picture gives some idea of the substantial nature of the fabric. The hill is an isolated mass of volcanic 
rock about 700 ft. high. Records in the Island show that it was purchased by the Government for 
¿500, and that the fortifications were erected by slave labour, each estates’ proprietor furnishing one 
out of every eighty slaves which he possessed for this purpose. For many years this “ Gibraltar of 
the West Indies ” was impregnable, but the French, by placing heavy guns on the mountains at the 
back, once compelled the garrison to evacuate. The gates of the fortress bear the dates 1793-1794.
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Ube West Snbia Committee.
We have pleasure in announcing that Mr. W. T. James, of Hamilton, has been appointed 

Hon. Correspondent to the West India Committee for Bermuda.
The next election of members to the West India Committee will be held to-morrow. 

Particulars regarding membership and forms of application can be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, 
Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.

it Ibunbreb JPears ago.
FRENCH BRANDY AND BRITISH RUM.

By the extract from the old Minutes of the West India Committee in our last issue, it was shown how 
closely the West India Committee and Mr. Stephen-Full er, the Agent for Jamaica, co-operated in the matter of 
the introduction of the Bread Fruit tree into the West Indies. In the same year, viz., 1775, a joint effort was 
made to induce the Admiralty to supply the Navy with rum instead of French brandy. At a meetin« of Mie 
Committee on March 7th, Mr. Beeston Long presiding, and at which there were present Mr Willett ' Mr 
Hamilton, Mr. Beckford, Mr. James, Mr. Hunt, Mr. Vaughan, Mr. Hankey, Mr. Aiderman Oliver Mr 
Lovell, Mr. Stephen Gutter, Mr. Samuel Long, Mr. Neave and Mr. MiniJie

“ Mr. Step“’ Fuller (Agent for Jamaica) informed the Meeting that having -een in 
Advertisement from the Victualling Office dated 27th Feby., setting forth, that they were ready 
to . receive Tenders m Writing (sealed up) and to treat for thirty thousand Gallons of french 
Brandy for the Service of His Majesty’s Navy ; having communicated the same to Mr I on« 
he waited upon the Commifsioners of the Victualling Office, and requested of them that if h 
was consistent with the Service, they would recommend it to the Bolrd of Admiralty’ that he 
Navy might be supplied with Rum, instead of Brandy. That the Cnmmifc S r u 
Victualling Office, had wrote to the Admiralty Board, upon t e Sufet /
Mr. Fuller, by another Advertisement, to stop the Tenders of french Branlv th fPr°P°Sed 
made on the 8th Instant, in pursuance of their Advertisement r6nC randy tbat "ere to be

“Mr. Fuller apply’d through Mr. Cooper to Lord North, on the 2nd Instant and h a 
Conference on this subject with his Lordship on the ard Instant wh» lnsta"t’ and had a 
pleased to afsure Mr. Fuller, that Rum should be received instead of Brand C°fdsh,P was 
supplied at the same Price, and equal in Quality. “ Brandy> )f H could be

“The Lords of the Admiralty, having applied to the Treasnrv In r 
above mentioned letter from the Victualling Office the Treasury Consequence of the
Warrant on the 4th Instant, to the Commifsioners of the Customs to to ve th ‘°r ‘fSUe the’r 
for permuting 15,000 Gallons of Rum, to be delivered into his MaleX?necefsarv orders 
and fifteen thousand Gallons of Rum to His Majesty’s Stores kF ?? at Portsmouth : 
of the French Brandy, in case the Commifsioners of” the Victutolinv TjffiP PPMF.10 L1.eU 
the same. a lin^ Umce should contract for

At the next meeting it was reported that there had been several attendances at the Tv v- ■ 
and Customs House on the subject. nuances at the 1 reasury, Excise Office

f And it being apprehended that unlefs the Bond of the Tm™* c
Excise Duty by the Receipt of His Majesty’s Store KeepSs Kun! beDcleared of the 
London, to answer the same Purpose, as Certificates of Rum K«- i 1 T ^uth, Portsmouth or 
the Importers of Rum declare they cannot contract to “ f°rei"n ^"tries,
cheap as french Brandy. contract to supply the Navy with that Article so

1RCS0lVC& therefore : “ That application be made tn th» r n r , 
Clearance of the Bonds for the Excise Duty and the Lawb^ck o^Cn^^ that the
delivery of the Rum into his Majesty’s Stores as above.” f Customs be allowed on the

The records do not state whether the Lords of the Treasury ■
nan bulked largely m the victualling of the Navy m Succeeding yea fs nthose F FF * is Certain
and there was, therefore, no variance of opinion as to what constituted rum ! P SMls Werc ^nown,

Ten thousand
Jamaica’s Warning to tbe ^ra&e.

copies of the following manifesto have been forwarded
to the leading licensed
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vintners of the United Kingdom by Mr. J. C. Nolan, the Special Commissioner of the Jamaica 
Government:— J

Owing to the crisis through which the trade is passing, I think it is expedient for me to 
issue a word of warning, which may have the effect of saving individual members from the 
worry ot prosecutions, involving heavy law costs and penalties. In consequence of the serious 
straits to which the Jamaica rum industry was reduced, through dishonest adulteration in the 
United Kingdom, the Government of that Colony was compelled to take action. A Special 
Law wassailed into existence, which received the sanction and support of the Imperial Govern­
ment. I nder this Law a Commissioner was sent to England to enforce the provisions of the 
“ Merchandise Marks Acts,” and take all necessary steps to safeguard the product of the Island 
from imitation and fraud. The home authorities recognised the urgent necessity of preventing 
the collapse of this industry, and they indicated the importance attached to same byrecorm 
mending Parliament, from time to time, to vote large sums of money to sustain it, as the 
preservation of such was essential to the well-being of a great body of the native population, 
who had no other means of livelihood than that afforded by the working of the sugar estates. 
Had things been allowed to drift this collapse was inevitable, as forty-two distilleries went out 
of existence in the short period of five years ending 1902.

.In carrying out the object of the law and the various inquiries attending same I have 
received valuable assistance from the Revenue Departments and the Board of Trade, all of 
which only confirm my worst suspicions that this “ trade piracy ” of false descriptions has been 
carried on to a very alarming extent. As a recognised Colonial Official, I was afforded oppor­
tunities of acquiring information from which others would be debarred. From the first I have 
only been actuated by one desire, and that is to stamp out this illegality with as little hardship 
to the trade as possible. Since I arrived in England I have instituted few prosecutions, 
though I could have taken proceedings against no less than fifty licensed dealers in London 
alone. These prosecutions were not by me unduly pressed. They were meant to be a general 
warning to the trade; but if there be a continuation of the frauds, wherever a conviction is 
obtained, I will take steps to oppose the renewal of the offending traders’ licenses at the 
annual licensing sessions. Under these circumstances I would advise all publicans to insist 
on procuring from the wholesale merchant, in every instance, a guarantee that the rum he 
supplies is the genuine product of the Island of Jamaica. If the publican buys and clears the 
same in bond he should insist that the “ Request Note and Permit, or Certificate,” bears the 
name of “ Jamaica Rum,” This Revenue Certificate, if correctly filled up, must show whether 
same has been “ racked,” “ blended,” or “ operated on in bond.” The trader who adopts 
these precautions has nothing to fear.

There are, no doubt, some wholesale and other dealers who (to reap inflated profits) will 
inform their customers that many other rums are as good or equal to the product of Jamaica. 
This carries its own refutation by the mere comparison of the relative market prices. All the 
Jamaica rums are produced in the old pot-still, which alone maintains the characteristics of the 
sugar canes used, the superiority of which is due to the soil. Numerous eminent medical 
authorities have declared that Jamaica rum owes its undoubted excellence to the ethers it 
contains, which give to the spirit the special medicinal value it admittedly possesses. In this 
connection I may quote a short paragraph from a leading article on the subject, which appeared 
in The Lancet of October 1st, 1904 :—

1 ‘ Genuine rum is probably the most powerful stimulating spirit which we possess............................ Rum-and-
milk, again, is admittedly one of the most powerful restoratives known, but the rum must not be merely alcohol 
to the degree of purity produced in the patent-still. It must contain the full complement of ethers, which rum 
produced from sugar, or sugar residues, in the pot-still retains. Genuine pot-still rum undoubtedly owes its 
restorative properties to the very marked amount of ethers which it contains, and therefore when a spirit is 
supplied showing a deficiency in the essential ingredients of rum, it is not of the nature, quality, or substance 
demanded.”

I also wish to draw attention to the fact that there are four causes why Jamaica rum is 
vastly superior to any other—

(1) Water and soil. (2) Rich molasses. (3) The manner in which the wash is set up for 
fermentation and the preparation of the ingredients used. (4) The old pot-still and retort.

As to the question of soil and water, Sir Daniel Morris, the Commissioner of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture for the West Indies (who is recognised as the greatest authority on 
the subject of tropical vegetation) stated in an address recently delivered:—

“ There was no doubt that the rum industry of Jamaica had reached its present position owing to something 
in the soil and climate infusing in the canes here some quality which was preserved or made use of in the rum. 
It would not be possible for other countries to be able to follow Jamaica in that particular line.
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Under the circumstances traders who wish to maintain the reputations of their houses will 
insist upon being supplied by the wholesale dealers with genuine unblended Jamaica rum, 
otherwise their patrons and the public will not be satisfied with an inferior article, but will 
obtain elsewhere what they are denied at the establishments which they now frequent. In 
conclusion, it is needless for me to point out the serious view which the Medical Authorities 
and the Public Health Boards are taking of this practice of selling inferior and deleterious 
alcohol for the genuine article. The results of this widespread adulteration have been to fill 
our asylums and prisons with “human wreckage,” and to cause the general public to become 
“liquor shy.” Therefore the best interests of the Trade will be served by again supplying the 
public with genuine and wholesome drink, which was the practice twenty-five or thirty years 
ago, when reputation and honesty were the first consideration of the vintner and the wiles of 
the “ faker ” were unknown.

Ss Saccharin a ¡poison ?
The following interesting statements as regards the physiological effect of saccharin is taken 

from a translation in the Review of Reviews of an article in the Dutch monthly, Vrugeus des Tiids and 
points conclusively to the dangers attending an habitual use of saccharin as a substitute for su^ar ' 
P r J n influence of saccharin on digestion has been investigated with extreme care by'the late

1 a the University of Groningen, a noted experimenter and scientist. In the
Netherlands Medteal Journal for 1888, vol. 11., pp. 569-573, he published the results of his investma- 
tions to clear up the following questions:—

e?ert any deleterious influence on the digestive process in the mouth in 
other words, does it hinder the proper solution of starchy matter by the saliva ? 2. Does it prevent 
digestion in the stomach the conversion of albuminous matter into peptone ? Does saccharin affect 
the digestive process in the intestines and, particularly, does it interfere with the pancreatic fluids ’

All his experiments, made with small quantities of absolutely pure saccharin demonstrated that 
it considerably retards the digestive processes in the mouth, the stomach, and the intestines Even a 
very small quantity of the substance he found to prevent completely the Lotion of ft. r 1starch in food, the effect being such as if one swallowed h^ ^ the
from the so-called sugar disease, diabetes, who had been particularly promised relief h
saccharin, Professor Pflugge added to his report the cautionary statement thlt for ust such n t "6 t 
for whom perfect digestion is of such moment, he regarded the usT of 
deleterious. ieoaraea rne use ot saccharin as extremely

A few years ago, in 1900, Bornstein, resumin« the work of ,1 . «
saccharin prevents the assimilation of food, and thus lessens the capacitv°for llfT T / TT Aat 
one well-established fact that fullv confirms Pflno-o-^’c ,, f . Pacijy for labour. Indeed, there is 
diabetes not only complain that saccharin producelFnauseVldtdhm jJUdgmentj ,The sufferers from 
digestion. And this was the reason also wdy the with thelr
years ago, expressed a very unfavourable opinion of this substance themd Ta long as seventeen 
substitute for sugar. There is, however, another and still aS a

Is saccharin a
That one cannot be poisoned with saccharin as with prussic acid F cf . . ,,

But a weaker poison may, nevertheless, be very injurious Ondne orT d’ f COUrse’ undeniable, 
in the city of Prague was made ill from the immoderate use of % °D’ “ I9°2’ an en,ire family
his life thus. Nor should it be forgotten that in the German Fm har”'’ and °ne of them even lost 
saccharin were very early established by the passage of the TfX"' Safeguards aga>nst the use of 
sweets, and that in many other countries fte sale of thiA artFF h ’ P W rfgulatI"g the sale of 
restrictions, so that the likelihood of poisoning bv thA rnn article has been placed under strong 
made well-nigh impossible. The firs^ intimation of nni at °f ]arge ^^ities of it is
severe diarrhea. intimation of poisoning by saccharin occurs in the form of a

simple experiment:'pm s^K™ on this matter are advised to make the following
restlessness, change colour, and lose^he sensT TdVf53“^“'- T^y WU1 sPeedily show grea“ 
poisoned. In a sugar solution, nothing of the sort wo^bXb” SW~g ’ ” °°e word, they are 
ofTcttn“ S°lutlOn drenches the fine webs of the breathing organsThe gill^and^b X thefish the 
interfered with“hlirV7uttionh o^To^ho^c^ °f ^“tedy^d

unchanged through the entire body, even down to the k^
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ÌnJUred by SaCCharÌn ÌS nOt the least ™ for the —i- of care

Ube australian Sugar ^Bounties.

Commonwealth, a bounty on

^ounty AEj’ i9°5, provides that after January 1st, 1907, there shall be 
paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund to every grower of white-grown cane or beet within the 
Commonwealth, a bounty on all such cane or beet delivered for manufacture after that date and 
before January 1st, 1913, at the following rates :—

Sugar Cane ...

Beet ...

6s. per ton calculated on cane giving 10 per cent, of sugar, to be increased or 
decreased proportionately according to any variation from this standard.

60s. per ton on the actual sugar giving contents of the beet.
It is further provided, however, that the rates payable on all such cane or beet delivered durino- 

the years 1911 and 1912 shall be respectively two-thirds and one-third of the aforesaid rates.
It is also provided in the Act that “ every grower of white-grown sugar who claims the bounty 

payable under this Act shall, in making such claim, certify to the Minister the rate of wages paid to any 
labour employed by him, other than the labour of members of his family. If the Minister finds that 
such rate of wages is below the standard rate paid in the district in which the sugar is grown, to 
similar white labour engaged in that industry, then the Minister may withhold the whole or any part 
of the bounty payable.”

The “ Excise Tariff, 1905,” assented to by the Federal Parliament on the same day, viz., 
December 21st, 1905, provides that the excise duty imposed on sugar by the Excise Tariff of 1902 
shall be increased from 3s. to 4s. per cwt. of manufactured sugar from January 1 st, 1907, to January 1st, 

provided that the excise duty payable on sugar produced from cane delivered for manufacture 
in 1911 and 1912 shall be two-thirds and one-third of the above rate respectively.

imbibition /Ibatters.
Up to the time of going to press we have received no copy of the reports of the Exhibition 

Committees from any of the Colonies which participated in .the very successful 1905 Colonial Exhibition. 
We understand, however, that the report of the Local Committee in Trinidad—of which the Hon. 
W. C. Dyett is now Chairman, and Mr. J. H. Hart Secretary—is in course of preparaticn. The report 
of the Barbados Committee has been forwarded to the Executive, and will be laid before the House of 
Assembly at its next meeting. The following are the names of the Permanent Exhibition Committee 
appointed in Barbados :—Hon. F. J. Clarke, M.C.P. (Chairman), Hon. F. M. Alleyne, Mr. V. Hanschell, 
Mr. Elliott Sealy, M.C.P., Mr. C. J. Greenidge, M.C.P., Mr. S. S. Robinson, M.C.P., Mr. J. R. 
Bovell, F.L.S., Mr. F. A. C. Collymore, Mr. G. S. Evelyn, and Mr. E. L. Hollinsed. No 
Secretary has as yet been appointed.

West Jnbian Interests at Westminster.
The House of Commons adjourned for the Easter Recess on Wednesday, April nth. The 

sittings will be resumed on April 24th next.
The Jamaica Garrison.

In the House of Commons on April 9th, Mr. Haldane, in reply to Mr. Cox, said the garrison 
of Jamaica, for which provision is made in Estimates 1906-7, is 1,790 all ranks, of whom about 350 
are Europeans. The estimated cost of this force is about ¿^136,000, and it is borne by army votes. 
Some reduction of the non-European troops, West India Regiment, is, however, in contemplation.
Russian Retaliatory Duties.

Sir S. King having asked the Foreign Secretary whether, in view of the fact that the Russian 
Government has imposed extra duties on Indian and Ceylon teas by way of retaliation for the prohibi­
tion of Russian sugar by Great Britain, under the Brussels Convention, he can state if Russia has 
retaliated in any way against any of the other nations which were parties to the Convention, and, if 
not, why India, which was not a party to the Sugar Convention, should be singled out for vicarious 
punishment for Great Britain’s action. Sir E. Grey said, in a written reply, on April nth:—The 
reply to the first question is in the negative. With regard to the second, his Majesty’s Government 
have not been informed of the reason why Russia retaliated upon India and Ceylon and not upon the 
United Kingdom.



176 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. Aprii 18, 1906

Colonial TReports.
The Progress of St. Lucia.

In his Report on the Blue Book of St. Lucia for 1904, Mr. P. C. Cork, Administrator of the 
Colony, states that the year 1904 was on the whole a good one for trade. As the decline in the public 
revenue from ordinary local sources was doubtless entirely due to the stoppage of military works and 
the Imperial expenditure thereon, the decision to remove the troops was a severe blow to St. Lucia, 
and swept away at one stroke one of the foundations of its recent prosperity. The slight revival in 
the coal trade of nearly ^7,000, more than counter-balanced the decrease in the bags of cocoa exported. 
1904 appeared to have been an unfavourable year for cocoa, as the yield was 1,803 bags less than in 
1903, and the price was low as compared with 1894. Generally speaking, progress in agriculture 
made in one direction seemed to have been counter-balanced by retrogression in another, the principal 
interests affected being sugar and logwood, this latter being almost wiped out. The reports on the 
cotton experiments show that though good samples of lint were obtained, they resulted in failure to 
cover expenses. The number of places where cotton could be grown to advantage are probably not

Photo by]
[Delacourt Kell.©almistc Estate, Soufrière, St. Xucia.

large, as the bulk of the land 
is hilly and more suitable for 
rubber and cocoa. The Cen­
tral American rubber (Castilloa 
elastica) seems particularly 
adapted to these latitudes, and 
would probably handsomely 
repay intelligent cultivation 
and treatment. Cocoa has
long passed the experimental 
stage, and may be regarded as 
a staple industry of the 
Colony. Since the opening of 
the Agricultural School at 
“ Union ” in 1901, the Botanic 
Station had been principally 
of use as a plant nursery and 
a distributing centre for eco­
nomic and decorative plants, 
and as a public garden for 
the enjoyment of residents 
and visitors to Castries. 11 is 
the only place in the Colony 
at which continuous meteoro­
logical observations of a relia­
ble nature have been made

project. The surplus assets of the Colony amounted on March means to carry through the 
following is a comparative table of revenue and expenditure nF th« ri to ¿23,189, and the

Year. Revenue p Y the paSt five ?ears :~
Kevenue. Expenditure.

IOOO MA TA.Q . /1900
1901-2
1902-3
1903-4 ............................
1904-5 ............................

Enterprising Planters in Ceylon.

72,108
67,365 
72A93 
66,009 
69,272

64,75° 
67,486 
69,408 
70,692 
65,508

7,358
121

2,785 
4,683 
3,764

Surplus.
Deficit.
Surplus.
Deficit.
Surplus.

The Report of Sir Henry Blake, the Governor of Cevlon for
affairs agriculturally and commercially in the Colony. The exn4t L?°4’ mdlcates a 1 ___, _ _ 
An Agricultural Society had been formed with local branches the
Expenrnents had been made with the cultivation of ground nuts fli^ PartS °f the Island- 
obtained from Mauritius would yield i,IOo to 1,700 lbs per acre !’na Yas found that th* seed

Per acre, and samples sent to England had

healthy state of
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been valued at from ¿7 6s. 8d- to ^14 per ton. Experiments were also to be made with cotton 
paddy, date-palm and other products. The value of rubber exported was increasing steadily and 
25,000 acres were under cultivation and experiments with it were being conducted all over the Island.

e prices realised reached over 8s. per lb. on two occasions. The rubber is mainly planted in 
conjunction with other crops, such as tea or cacao, and rarely as a single product. The value of 
cacao exported increased from 2,248,000 to 2,448,000 rupees. The yield was larger but the price was 
lower, the low value being mainly due to the mixed nature of the purple and white seeds. The 
Botanic Department was suggesting better varieties for cultivation. In order to exoloit new markets, 
fundsanterS °f Cardamoms had aSreed to an export cess of 1 per cent, per lb., to provide the necessary

Consular IReports.
Cotton in French West Africa.

Captain Cromie, H.M. Consul-General at Dakar, reports that experiments have been carried 
on since 1903 both by the Service of Agriculture and also by the French Cotton Association, in 
different parts of French West Africa with the object of determining the best variety of cotton to 
plant, both from the point of view of suitability to the climate and of commercial value. The Nio-er 
Basin will probably turn out to be the best cotton-growing region, as there it is indigenous, and, 
therefore, can be grown without irrigation and by native methods. The natives (who already in 1903 
had been so impressed by the beauty of the fibre produced under the auspices of the Cotton Associa­
tion that they refused to sell the cotton harvested, as had been arranged, but preferred to use it for 
their own weaving) were so struck by the superior capacity of the American plants to resist drought 
that they came long distances to procure seed.

The German Sugar Industry.

There was last year a further marked decline in the exports of raw sugar, while refined and 
other kinds of sugar slightly improved. According to the report of Mr. Consul-General Schwabach 
the total exports of raw sugar amounted to 285,448 tons, and refined 432,965 tons during the year 
ended August 31st, 1905, as compared with 419,023 tons and 406,617 tons, respectively, in 1903-4. 
The ground lost by German refined sugar would seem to have been partly recovered in the exports to 
the Ünited Kingdom, Norway and Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands and Switzerland, but on the 
other hand the excellent trade formerly done with the Far East appears to be irretrievably lost. 
Germany’s trade in raw sugar has experienced a considerable set-back in the United Kingdom, last 
season’s exports being 73,202 tons less than in 1903-4.

The Cocoa Market in Amsterdam.
Dealing with the cocoa market in Amsterdam during 1905, Mr. Acting-Consul Chambers says 

that during the past year the cocoa market was on the whole steady, prices remaining stationary, with 
the exception of a few slight fluctuations, and towards the close of 1905 Ifæ tone was rather firmer. 
Most of the parcels of Java cocoa put on the market there during the past year contained little or no 
really fine prime quality, and this fact naturally had a very noticeable influence on prices. Middling 
sorts’were sold throughout the year at fairly satisfactory prices, and ordinary descriptions obtained 
good prices, especially during the last months of 1905- In T9°5 about 9,000 bales were imported 
as compared with 13,000 bales in 1904, 21,200 bales in 1903, 11,000 bales in 1902, 22,000 bales 
in 1901, and 19,200 bales in 1900. Samana cocoa experienced an improvement in price in the 
beginning of the year 1905, chiefly in consequence of smaller arrivals. Prices of St. Ihome cocoa, 
and of other African descriptions, fluctuated repeatedly, ruling at first at about the level of 1904, 
afterwards rising in consequence of a livelier demand, only to fall again. There was a good demand 
for superior St. Thorne cocoa throughout the whole year. 1 he quality of Bahia cocoa had suffered 
considerably in consequence of the state of the weather and prices remained low. The quality of the 
arrivals during the last quarter of the year was slightly better, and although some large transactions 
took place, yet this description was less in demand than in 1904. The quality of Accras cocoa was 
unsatisfactory, and the demand dull in consequence, until the last part of the year, when the new crop 
drew more attention on account of better quality. The demand grew livelier, and some large parcels 
were purchased by manufacturers. Trinidad cocoa was dull in tone, especially during the first few 
months. Afterwards there was a greater demand on account of prices being low in comparison with 
the previous year, considerable transactions taking place. I he maiket became rather firmer, especially 
because the quality of the last crop was favourable. Under the influence of favourable crop reports
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the year closed in a calmer tone. Surinam cocoa received more attention than formerly. Although 
the quality was not so fine as wished for, yet transactions were fairly satisfactory during the first eight 
months.

Xetter to tbe JEbiton
Fact and Fiction.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Sir—Lord Denbigh, in his recent speech in the House of Lords on the cultivation of sugar beet, stated the following 
indisputable fact : “ No one was likely to put money into such a concern while foreign bounties existed, and it was onl\ 
since the Brussels Convention and the abolition of the sugar bounties that this gigantic and important agricultural interest 
had been brought within the reach of British agriculturists.”

In an adjoining column in the newspapers we read the following fiction from the mouth of Mr. Churchill It 
is, however, necessary to remember that the conclusive argument against the Convention is the widespread loss and injury 
inflicted upon British commerce and the British manufacturer.” •

This is pure invention, an interesting story that seizes at once on the attention and interest of the casual reader and 
makes a lasting impression ; it requires no effort of the intellect. Lord Denbigh’s hard fact, on the other hand, requires 
a moment’s thought and is therefore disregarded.

Yours obediently,
L. C. P.

[We agree. Our correspondent will have noted that reference was made to Mr. Churchill’s 
statement in our last issue.—Ed.]

Ube JEbitor’s HHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed.,

Thur.,

Aprii lhe p°st^ House of Commons 0

April 12th.—Beet (morning call), 8s. 6d. steady.

Fri., April 13th.—Good Friday.

Sat., April 14th.—Publication of a telegram from the Kaiser to Count Goluchowski, thanking him for hoi™ 1 11 
second on the duelling ground ” at Algeciras.

Sun., April 15th.—Easter Day.

Mon., April i6tb.—Bank Holiday.

Tues., April 17th.—The Times published letter from Mr. Henniker Heaton M P 
subject of universal penny postage.—Beet, 8s. 6|d., quiet. to the Postmaster-General on the

IRotes of interest.
COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended April 12th, 

imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted 
Sea Island, medium fine, i3§d. per lb. ; fine, 14^-d. per lb. • 
9^-d. to i8d.

457 bales of West Indian cotton were 
m Liverpool 6.75d. per lb.; West Indian 
and extra fine, i6d. per lb. Prices paid

CANADA AND WEST The statement is confirmed that Sir Wilfrid Lan ri at . 1 •
INDIES. the Dominion House of Commons on March loth said ’thnt- yi tO a ^uestion in 

extend her relations with the West Indies, but was not oreoared ’ J h ‘ Canada was prepared to 
encourage a political union. prepared at the present time to invite or

Mr. NOLAN WANTED. When the French, after the invasion of Germanv Pvamnt a n 1 1
cask of rum was left behind and remained unnoticed until i88q wh/n it Coblentz m 1805, a
of exploration of some old cellars. This Prize was duly bottled Z^and s^d C°U^
Jamaica rum, the equivalent of 7s. 6d. being asked, without duty per bottle mh ‘g anty> as old 

““ ““ “ " ™ “ J—* ■ M..4 of 5

IMMIGRATION AFFAIRS. The new steamer “Ganges,” of Messrs Tam<K NT 0
March 28th with emigrants for Jamaica, with Dr Kennv as c ourse & Co., left Calcutta on 
B.I.S.N. Company, left Madras for Fiji with emigrants but^mforH u^he “Fultala,’' of the 
voyage, and she had to put into the Straits, and there were six dea^^^^ br°ke out on the

• l rospects of a more plentiful
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MORE BUBBLES. Mr C 1
Convention. At the meedng £ Whit^ToL^^ regarding the Sugar
unsatisfactory result of the year’s trading to thA f 1 Chairman attributed the
out that Mr. White’s excuse for lack of d?vidpnH f u ° t^at a^re7ment- Mr. Czarnikow pointed

1900-01, since when there has been no distribution. Considering that L Cnn 3 % for
force on September 1st, 1903, by which time the dividend on 1 Convention only came into
zero, it would seem that some other reason must he f J f lnary shares had already reached 
Besides, consider how weff Schwepp-’ Ltd have Sone “ P°Slti°n °f the

OUrTeaDERS10 conXctXwith Wes^dX W A -erseers and other positions

can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2/- post free. Members can have their copies bound for 
the inclusive charge of 3/- by sending them to the West India Committee Rooms We also have a 
few patent spring back cases for filing The West India Committee Circular, which can be obtained 
from the Secretary for 2/6 each or post free 3/-. obtained

COCOA FIGURES A correspondent has written to call attention to the figures of the cocoa crops of 
the world which we gave in a recent Circular, and points out that they do not agree with those 
obtainable from other sources. The figures in question were obtained from the Hamburlpaper 
Gordian which is a well known authority on cocoa matters. Possibly any discrepancy which there mav 
be may have arisen through dates being different. This is often the case ; but for purposes of comparison 
we still think that the figures were useful, as showing the remarkable increase in production and 
counmi O°f C°C°a W "4 plaC? °f )ate yearS’ m°re esPecially in *6 new cocoa producing
tion ofX UrnTZ n m US Mr- H°gin giveS the following figures for the consump8 .

1901
18,630

1902
21,922

I9°3 I9°4 1905
25,230 29,357 33,125 tons.

or , - + , As a fair sample of the cabled news to which the West Indies, Jamaica excepted
hPnltbh?§ tre^ed’ we ^Produce the following item “ Reynolds newspaper says King Edward’s 
th^ L i^^  ̂ tnd htggard’ hiS hair whit-and his voice weakeTand
that he is ageing rapidly. These reports have, however, not been confirmed from other sources ” 
ÎheKXXXh^0^ regarding the relations between His Majesty and

e Kaiser, which were stated as having become warmer “ as a result of reciprocated courtesy ” The 
S the opposition encountered by Mr. Chamberlain in promoting his vTews give
renewed nt^^ i^ °d? him are addiag years to his life through
renewed interest. It really is pitiable that such mawkish twaddle should be sent over the cables 
the ZTTTT ?leaSed ‘° read °f the "ovementsof
tne repairing ship,. Henry Holmes, which are duly recorded from time to time. The Trinidad 
Demerara cable was interrupted on April 9th, and communication is not yet restored.

PRESS “NEWS”?

Ube Ibomewarb /IbaiL
The R.M S. “ Port Antonio ” from Kingston, Jamaica, arrived at Avonmouth on the evening 

of April 11 th. Among her passengers were several members of the West India Committee notablv 
Colonel Blagrove, Mr. A. Crum Ewing, and Mr. A. McDowell Nathan. The R M S P ‘‘Taeus^’ 
reached Southampton at 9 a.m. on April 14th. His Excellency Sir Henry M. Jackson ’ Governor of 
Trinidad, Mr. Justice and Mrs. Lucie-Smith, Admiral Sir Bowden Smith, Mr. and Mrs George 
Christall, and a very large number of tourists returned by her. Mr. Christall, who ’ we are 
glad to say has returned from Trinidad in greatly improved health, reports that the actual 
results of the steam ploughing on Caroni Estate, Trinidad, are now available, a considerable area of 
canes having been cut this year on the lands treated. The average yield of plant canes per acre was 
thirty-four tons as against twenty-three tons under the old system. The total cost of the ploughed 
lands, not allowing for wages and expenses of English ploughmen, and for 10 per cent, depreciation



i8o THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. April 18, 1906

on the cost of the ploughs, was somewhat less than under the old system, so that the result shows an 
increase of 50 per cent, in the yield of canes per acre without any increase in expenditure. The 
Naudet process is also giving satisfactory results on the same estate. Climatic conditions were on 
the whole unfavourable to cultivation when the Mail left, the drought having become serious in many 
Colonies. We extract the following notes from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents

Antigua.—Steam Ploughing.
We have to congratulate our Hon. Correspondent for Antigua, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner, who was about to be 

married. His devotion to duty is shown by the fact that this auspicious event was to take place within two hours of his 
writing to us, on March 25th.

The steam ploughs were well at work on Belvidere as well as at Gunthorpe’s, and afforded a very interesting object 
lesson. On the former estate they were ploughing a piece of land which would be practically untillable in its present 
condition with either ox ploughs or manual labour, and not only ploughing the land but pulverising it very nicely : on the 
latter they were doing excellent work, also on land that defied the old fashioned methods of tillage.

Both central factories were doing very good work ; the megass yvas proving a good deal more than ample as fuel for 
running the factories, and the surplus was causing some inconvenience. At Bendal’s the quantity of peasant grown cane had 
largely increased. Cotton prospects were favourable, and everywhere one heard of increased areas going into this crop.

Steps were already being taken to ensure the continuance of the excellent work done by the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture after 1908, when it was possible Imperial assistance might be discontinued. On March 23rd a meeting 
of principal planters and others interested in the Island was held, Mr. A. M. Lee, the convener, acting as Chairman, and 
the following resolution was passed unanimously :—

‘ ‘ That this meeting of principal planters and others having large interests in Antigua desires to place on record 
their grateful appreciation of the good and beneficial work of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, their fear 
that this work may be shortly brought to an end, and their earnest wish that the Government of Antigua will 
contribute according to its financial ability to maintain the existence of the Imperial Department of Agriculture 
after September, 1908.”

A subsequent resolution was carried unanimously that the above resolution be forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies.

The weather had been rather dry and windy during the fortnight, but the young cane crop looked very well all over 
the Island.

Barbados.--A Disastrous Cane Fire.
In his letter of March 30th, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne expressed opinion that no doubt Mr. Black’s visit would 

do good, and there was likely to be much more sugar shipped from Barbados to Canada than usual. Several proprietors 
had already sent forward consignments as an experiment, and if these were successful, others were sure to follow

It was satisfactory that the transference of the Royal Mail headquarters to Barbados had been officialy announced
The slight decline in beet had caused the local market to drop from $1.50 to $1.40 for muscovado molasses 

remaining at 14 cents.
On Sunday, March 25th, a calamitous fire, which is believed to be the largest that has ever occurred in the Island 

took place in the valley of Christchurch, and consumed about 188 acres of canes in little over two hours It originated at 
Bentley, but rapidly spread to Windsor, tore through the valley fields of Hannays, and was not stopped till it reached the 
high road by Yorkshire. The height of the flames was immense, and the heat very great. The wind was extremely high 
at the time, and the fire rushed through the canes at such a speed that it was impossible to check it It came so near the 
yard at Hannays that the stock had to be turned out, and water poured on the roof of the manager’s house to put out the 
sparks. The damages may be divided as followsWindsor, i5 acres : Bentley, 91* acresand 17 heaps of cane tops 
Hannays, 77 acres and 2 heaps of cane tops ¡ Yorkshire, 9 acres. The canes were all insured, but the loss of so many 
acres of cane tops for food for the stock and of the trash for the young canes, would long be severely felt It was suppos'd 
to have originated from a coal or spark dropped by a passing goods train ; but the result of the inquiry had not yet been 
heard By the kindness of Hampton, Foursquare and Carrington, assisted by the railway, the burnt canes had been 
quickly taken oft. - nau ueen

, bee;\^f;w1more showers during the fortnight, by which the Leeward parishes had chiefly benefited
and which had served to freshen up the young canes. The total rainfall for the month was, however very smaH Th; 
crop was proceeding rapidly, and good yields were reported everywhere. ’ ? me

British Guiana.—A Dismal Outlook.
His Excellency Sir Frederic Hodgson had arranged to return to England on Anril -7th n,u 1 

Mr. C. T. Cox, Government Secretary, would administer the Government. ' ^unn8 h,s absence

The Berbice Agricultural Show was opened by the Governor on March 24th Mr PPrrv u • ,
the Council of Management, invited His Excellency to declare the Show open 4 ' Hemmery, President of

At a meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society on March 15th, Mr. G F Franks nresidi™ a* „ r , ,
communication was brought forward, but it was pointed out that under the terms of the Charter nf ?hil h 2 Xtl°5-°f Cab e 
of matters of a political nature or tendency must be precluded, and a courteouJ rXo thTXe X a dlS^Usslon 
to the West India Committee. It was announced that the Governmen^W
representation of the Colony at the Toronto and Halifax Exhibitions. ° grant tbe sum of $250 lor the

The report of the Council of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce was adnn^H at th«. 1 ir 1
on March 23rd Mr. A. P. T. Mackey presiding. In it it is pointed out that the cllonyVad at henr?^ feneral meeting 
satisfactory mail service as compared with the previous one, and the hope is expressed that s™^ present time a very un­
made by the Imperial Government to improve the same. The action of the Chamber in e airangements may yet be 
is recorded, and a paragraph deals with the recent disturbances e connection with the cable service

A few estates were making sugar. The canes were dry, but the juice was of fair analh„
tions in sugar to report, and the price $1.95 to $2 was merely nominal quality. There were no transac-

The weather continued much too dry, and the very light showers a. -•
effect on the soil. May/June canes would be short of estimate, and the outlook for the ant fortni®bt had not had much 

autumn crop was very dismal.
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Dominica.—Sale of Crown Lands.

noted, the Wes? India Committee would be informed by cable ° P'aCe sufficIently serious to

prospeSfoTttiUme°?ropUed °CCaSi°nal showers' PIant^ throughout the Island reported excellently on the

Ibastings TRochs, JBarbabos.

We are indebted to Mr. H. W. Parkinson for the characteristic photograph from which this picture is 
reproduced. When Barbados was abandoned last year as a military station, the Hastings Rocks were purchased for 
¿300 by the local Government. This is a favourite spot in the cool of the evening and on moonlight nights when the 
band plays in the small bandstand.

Grenada.—A Grateful Recognition.
We are informed by Mr. C. Falconer Anton, Secretary of the Grenada Agricultural and Commercial Society, that 

at a meeting at Grenville, in St. Andrews, on March 15th, the use and abuse of lime in agriculture was the subject 
discussed. The next ordinary general meeting had been fixed for Friday, April 6th. The Society had decided to make a 
small present to Mr. and Mrs. Hankinson in recognition of their services on behalf of the Colony at the recent Exhibitions

The jockey, who it was thought was likely to die from the fall from his horse at the Grand Ance Races, had not 
succumbed after all.

The R.M.S. Yacht “ Solent ” had just run into the inner harbour.

Jamaica.—The Banana Subsidy.
Mr. Ashenheim, writing from Kingston on March 29th, called attention to the official statement of revenue and 

expenditure of the Colony between April 1st, 1905, and January 31st, 1906, which question was discussed in the Legislature 
of March 16th. The revenue, which included the sum of ¿24,602, being the balance of the amount received from the 
Colonial Bank in connection with the recent law suit, amounted to ¿712,335 as compared with ¿612,138 during the same 
period of the preceding year. Expenditure amounted to ¿667,116 as against ¿679,353, being a nett decrease of ¿12,236. 
The general revenue for the first nine months of the financial year, therefore, showed a balance of ¿45,219. The question 
of the carrying out of the fruit contract had practically been settled by Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co. agreeing to a
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reduction of their subsidy by ^500 in lieu of providing agricultural instructors. No statement was made as to whether this 
reduction was to be made entirely from the Jamaica share of the subsidy, but it was felt that in view of the circumstances 
of the reduction, it should be credited to Jamaica and not also to the Imperial Government.

A subscription list had been opened with the object of establishing a boys’ rifle club. Mr. H. E. Wortley, of the 
Jamaica College, had been selected for the Rhodes’ Scholarship, 1906, at Oxford.

A syndicate had been formed to erect another large hotel to the north of Kingston. Most of the capital had already 
been subscribed locally.

At the monthly meeting of the Agricultural Society on March 22nd, a letter from the Governor was read stating his 
regret that it was not possible to make a grant for the purpose of the representation of the Colony at the Canadian 
Exhibitions. The consideration of the question of hurricane insurance was postponed, pending the arrival of Mr. Head 
in the Island, and the Board recommended the Governor not to sanction the importation of a further supply of starlings, 
it being understood that these birds had proved a curse in New Zealand. Mr. Muirhead moved a resolution urging the 
abolition of the 2s. produce license, and that the law be amended so that produce could only be purchased on the premises of 
the grower, or at properly constructed licensed places, or in the public markets. Mr. Craig agreed, and it was decided to 
address the Government on the subject.

The Legislative Council met on March 27th, when the Director of Public Works introduced the Petroleum Law 
and the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1906. On the following day it was read a third time. The Produce Protection 
T.aws Amendment Laws, 1906, was also under consideration. The object of the amendment is to compel every exporter 
of citrus fruit to use one and one only distinctive trade or shipping mark. The Bill passed through its Committee sta«e, 
and the Colonial Secretary gave notice that he would move the third reading on that day week.

Nevis.—The Exodus to Panama.
In his letter dated March 25th, the Hon. C. A. Shand reported that cotton picking had been pushed forward 

vigorously, and most of the first picking was to hand. It was quite impossible, however, to estimate the probable output 
as yet, seeing that a large proportion of the seed cotton was still awaiting ginning. There were at present five ginneries 
established in Nevis, viz. : three driven by oil engines, one driven by aermotor, and one driven by cattle mules or ponies 
and the result had been that competition had brought down the cost of ginning to a much lower rate than prevailing last 
season, when three cents, per lb. was being paid for ginning with an extra charge for baling, whilst at present two cents 
per lb. covered all expenditure, The seed was as it was last year, returnable to the producer

At present there was every likelihood of the inducements offered by the Panama (Isthmus) contractors to labourers 
causing a labour famine throughout these Islands. An American agent in St. Kitts was offering a free passage to all able- 
bodied labourers (men) who could pass a medical examination, of the age of from twenty-five to forty years on a two 
years term of service, regular employment guaranteed at the rate of 3s. 4d. per diem/ Needless to say this offer was 
accompanied by the mos glowing accounts of the hygienic conditions of the Isthmus and its many other attractions all 
of which differed materially from information collated from other and probably more authentic sources • but in the mean 
time they were threatened with an exodus of the able-bodied, which would seriously affect the agricultural prospects of the 
immediate future, and would put the finishing stroke to the already tottering muscovado sugar industr?
reasonable prospect of a central factory upon the same lines as the one in Antigua being started in St Kitts' and donhtU 3 
this would materially improve matters, as the labour-saving appliances in such a factory necessitate the
even fewer labourers than were at present required for a set of works turningout from ^00 to P 1 ment of
and as the central factory would be capable of making at least 6000 tons of crystals k was^bvtni^ f mu.scovado suSar, 
saving this would be under the heading of labour alone. y ’ S obvious what an enormous

St. Kitts.—Cane Fire on College Estate.
We are informed by Mr. Chas. A. Smith in a letter dated March 25th that a laree 1 1

burned twenty-six acres of canes on the College Estate of Mr. P. A. Wade in the nreviont a/vS d G acc,dent.
at his disposal and good reaping weather, Mr. Wade’s loss would not be ’so lardas m^ht ^°°d machmery
circumstances. ° as might have been the case in other

Good reaping weather had prevailed since last mail, and rapid progress was heina
were getting blocked, and the obtaining of adequate space on board the steamers of tS Hck^ 
giving shippers some concern. uie ^tckiora oc Black line was still

St. Vincent.—Resuscitation of Carib Canal.
Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co., writing on March 28th, again called attention to the inadeonarv nf 1 • r . 

to Canada during crop time. . e inadequacy of shipping facilities
At a general meeting of the St. Vincent Cotton Growers’ Association and 1 o •

House on March 15th, the following resolutions were passed unanimously Agricultural Society held at the Court

“ Resolved that in the opinion of this Society the question of the rosneritnr r 1
now receive the attention of the Government, e.g., by restoring the water sn™i T*1 °f?he Cai?b country should 
wharf at Georgetown, and also by erecting a bridge over the Mount Bentinck rLav ?States’ and by erecting an iron 
tration of the balance of the Eruption Fund, and, further that the Cn -Arn Rlv^ln connection with the adminis- 
the question of improving the means of communication’ by se^ between
connection with the administration of the Eruption Fund.” * tween Georgetown and Kingstown, also in 

” Resolved that in the opinion of this Society that the Tele^ranhir *1 • T 1
and that a copy of this resolution be communicated to the Government ” US ^s^and sb°uld be maintained
We are indebted to Mr. W. N. Sands Secretarv of tbo

matters of interest in connection with St. Vincent Y °n Growers Association, for the following notes on

( The Spe11 of dry weatber bad now broken and nice showers had fallen dnrino- tb« * c ,
of the young crops. aIlen during the past few days much to the benefit

Of „sa.es of this season s cotton crop 
na“d'. ‘° 2O± lb-

Thirty-one bales sold at the 2od. per lb rate and Mpwq umi ♦ . 1
Cotton Growing Association, wrote to Mr C.J. Simmons and Messrs J H M ' ““ br°kerS ‘° ^British

- J b faons& Co , ‘° »bom the cotton which
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- ^d P- - very exeeUent, and 

grown in^the S‘ Vln“nt Stm holds the P™d P-«™ as producing the finest cotton

Growers were much pleased with the results so far obtained, and a considerable impetus would be given to cotton 

for a“emP‘ed cultivation, making preparations

some of the alarming und greatly exaggerated reports published in
calculated to do mnrh^n P ? °i ^art,h^uakes and volcanic eruptions at St. Vincent, which misleading reports were 
calculated to do much injury to the Island from commercial and other points of view

Commercial Society, at a meeting held on March 15th, had discussed the question of the 
resuscitation of the Canb country in connection with the administration of the balance of the Eruption Fund, the cable and 
the anthrax questions With regard to anthrax it was resolved to ask the Government to supply certain evidence on 
which it had come to the conclusion that anthrax obtained amongst stock on the Island before submitting proposals for 
stamping it out. r 1

Trinidad.—Cocoa Suffering.
. . J.n.hls ^ter of March 31st, the Hon. G. T. Fenwick said that it was surprising how little interest had been shown 
!n Colony m the change of the headquarters and transhipping station of the Royal Mail Service to Barbados. This 
indifference could only be accounted for by the fact that instead of being, like some ¿f the other Colonies (and also those 
in England who were interested in the West Indies) seriously inconvenienced by the irregularities of the present system, 
they enjoyed additional facilities. It was to be hoped some arrangements ensuring regularity and punctuality in the maii 
service would speedily be made, but it was feared that Trinidad could not be relied upon for much active assistance.

Large shipments of West Indian sugars were being made to Canada this season, and if the Canadians would only 
treat the shippers in the matter of 33 J % preference, the trade with this Colony would rapidly increase up to the limit of 
Canada’s requirements from them.

There had been some showers, not very heavy, during the fortnight, which were unequally distributed. The young 
canes-in the districts favoured by the showers benefited much, but much more was wanted to keep them going.

The cocoa estates had suffered severely and all chance of a June crop was at an end.
The market, reflecting the prospects of the crop, had been excessively firm, and prices had advanced. Buyers for 

all markets had exhibited eagerness to make purchases, and with only small supplies coming to hand, values had been 
forced very high. Under these circumstances little disposition had been shown to make fresh contracts and no new business 
of importance had been recorded.

Fine Estates were quoted at 53s. 6d., Mixed Estates at 51s., and Ordinary at 50s., C. and F., Havre.
Arrivals from the mainland had suffered both in quantity and quality, but had met with a very strong market at 

advancing prices, fine qualities being in great demand at fancy figures.

Cocoa Shipments.
Total at last report ... 50,821 Bags Trinidad. I4>379 Venezuelan

Mar. 15 S.S. ‘ Caroni ”... 350 Europe.
» 15 S.S. ‘ Savan ”... 81 212

Canada.» 15 S.S. ‘ Caribee”... . --- 10
» I? S.S. ‘ Asiria ” ... 400 ,, 500 Europe.
„ T7 S.S. ‘ Crown of Granada ” . 50 —
„ 19 S.S. ‘ Orinoco”... 266 ,, —

24 S.S. ‘ Maracas ” 1114 298 New York.
„ 26 S.S. ‘ Prins Willem HI.” 1820 „ — Europe.
„ 28 S.S. ‘ Frisia” ... 200 ,, 124

Totals to date ... ■ 55.102 15.523 Venezuelan

©nr Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

of scenery or local events for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknowledged from time to 
time in this column.

The Colonial Office List, 1906. London : Waterlow & Sons. Price 10s. 6d. The high standard of excellence 
reached by this work, so ably edited by Mr. W. H. Mercer, C.M.G., one of the Crown Agents, and Mr. A. E. Collins, of 
the Colonial Office, is fully maintained in the volume for 1906. It is carefully compiled and revised and has several 
new maps.

Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society. Vol. IX. and Vol. X., No. 3. We are indebted to the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society for a bound volume for 1905 and the March issue for the current year. The latter contains as usual 
amaccount of the proceedings of the Board of Management. At a meeting on February 21st, the recent correspondence 
regarding the Elder Dempster contract was submitted by the Secretary. This is published in full.

The West Indian Fruit Industry. By William G. Freeman, A.R.C.S., B.Sc., F.L.S. London: Spottis- 
wood & Co., Ltd. The substance of this pamphlet was delivered by Mr. Freeman, at a lecture at the Colonial Fruit Show 
under the auspices of the Royal Horticultural Society in 1904. It contains many useful statistics showing how remarkably 
the fruit industry of the West Indies has expanded of late years. Thus in 1883-4 it was valued at ¿253,332 only, while in 
1902-3 fruit to the value of ¿1,262,694 was exported.

We have to thank Messrs. Gillespie, Bros. & Co., for copies of the Trinidad Official and Commercial Register, 
1890 to 1893. This work was the predecessor of the useful “ Trinidad and Tobago Year Book,” now published annually 
by Mr. James Henry Collins. A Member of the West India Committee is anxious to obtain the following numbers of 
The West India Committee Circular to complete a set of the new-series :■ 1, 3, 8, 29, 30, 31, 32, 91, 96. Will any reader who
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Ulem the Edl‘°rof The W‘S‘ Circus. I5. See.hing Lane.

Journal of the Royal Colonial Institute. Vol. XXXVII , Part 5. A verbatim report of Miss C de Thierry s 
given in this number, and also an account of the discussion which followed 

. . Miller Maguire s speech is as stirring a diatribe against the propounders of our present policy in the West Indies 
as has ever been published^ Dr. Miller Maguire has a wonderful flow of language, of which the following is an example -

Political legerdermain, fantastic phantasmagoria, cat jumping, or waiting on jumping cats is not statesmanshin 
as not only the people of the West Indies, but of every isle and peninsula in that vast man nf F^ 
on the wall know to their cost. The policy of our partisan dr£l^

series of outrages on the feelings and the prospects of our Colonies, particularly the West Indian Ides I
the proposed withdrawal of our troopsand the abandonment of our position in the West

Indies, especially with regard to future interest in the Panama Canal and the whole theory of the Lyttelton^ /A 
genus omne was not only strategically but commercially atrocious folly, and also an outrage on a Uhe trad tfon^n! 
hopes of our Colonies from the St. Lawrence to Jamaica and thAnr» r' . * °n a, tne tradlt,ons and
posteriori it was, as Miss de Thierry has demonstrated, irritating puerility ” Austraha triori and a

Weather Uelegrams.

“H- ““S itt*
-* «*—" UÏ8ÂÂS

abe /¡bails.

Mr. J R. C. Gordon, Mrs. Newnham, Miss Marshall Mr f A. Farenha Mr ' F 9r C Baker, Mr. \\ . J. Rennie. 
Withers’ Mrs- Sexton’ Mrs. Colver m/ w £ ^'r8’ ™ ^adir’ Mr B S‘ Steyn

rindall, Mr. and Mrs. Boswell, Mr. W. S. P. Skelding Cant and Mrs TR R J Mr’ C G Frail- Mr G R.
and Miss Bowden-Smith, Mr, Denholm, Dr. and Mrs Ramsey Trnidad M Newman, Mr. R. R. J. Hulmwood, Rev 
Lieut. Sarel, the Lady O’Neill, Admiral Sir N. and Lady Bowden and Lady J^son,
Md m d Mrs- Agar, Mr. and Miss Greenwood, Mrs. Hope Miss Havward^Mr Rd0^^ i’i S1F J°hn and Lady HoIder, 
and Mrs. C. Brown, Mr. B. Allan, Mr. T. R Pike Col and Mrs T Aih R>?e 9 Flndlay, Mr. and Miss Bird, Mr 
Wheatley, Mr. and Mrs. Hyde, Mr. and Mrs Paterson' Mr R1chardson-Gardner, Mr. J. Macfarlane Mr S W

"S' M Van dÄ H McCakhJ

Mrs C F Wd “’a tV”0 Mrs- G- Christall, Mr. Thornton, Dr Allen Mr D D^X ir TS*' Mr' L‘ Salaman. 
si'.a '^'ls°n' Antigua—Mr. and Mrs. V. E. Peters Mr and m k Mr and Mrs. Grant. Mr. and 
Schelfhant Rev Father Deroo, Mr. F. E. Everington. Grenada-Mr A W^ JTm “»""."'“-His Lordship Bishop

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—HOM f^ w-L®™8- Mr. and Mrs. Lines, Miss Lines P

Tvr 9®?^, Mr. MacMahon, Miss McLure Mr F C Mitchel! at • Hesetlon, Mr. T. N. Hugo, Mr I enthüll 
Mrs. Louis Rivett, Mr. and Mrs. A. Rodgers, Mrs Scott Mr PW ^¿ANathan’ Mr and Mrs. C Oades

• and Mrs. E. M. Wright, Miss Wylde, Mr. J. Billings’ Mr. T. Young. ’ S MFS’ and M1SS SPeers. Mr. Wilson,’

T1 T ., TV ^tranoements.
tne Imperial Direct West India Mail Service Cn T id .

firm. Goods may be sent to Free Trade Wharf as usual, ihev Sd’i o n?“Md advices
iney add that the present rates will apply

Outward Mails.
PortofDep. Company, 

Southampton ... R.M.S.P.Co.

Date.

April 19

21

„ 21
» 27

May 3

Destination.

W. I. Islands and Demerara 
Antigua, Montserrat, St. Kitts, and

Jamaica
Bermuda

Jamaica
W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) 

and Demerara
W. I. Islands and Demerara’

*Dastmouth
* London, via

Gravesend 
Plymouth

Dartmouth

••• Direct Line

Southampton

from Avonmouth. 
forwarded to that

Packet.

“ Orinoco ”

“ Caroni ”

Direct Line “ Cayo Manzanillo ’
I.D.W.I.M.S. "

Closing for 
Letters in Ldn. 

April 18, mdn't.

20,

Date.

April 20 
.. 25 

28

Homeward Mails.
W Where From.
Jamaica landS..(JamaiCa excePted) aad Demerara

Direct Line 
R.M.S.P.Co.

“ Port Henderson ”

“ Salybia ” 
Tagus ”

20,
20,

6 p.m.
6 p.m.

• • 27, 12 noon. 
May 2, mdn’t.

W. I. Islands and Demerara

* Letters to be marked per Private S.S.

Port of Arrival.

Londou 
Avonmouth ...
Southampton

and

Company.

Direct Line 
ID.W.I.M.S 
R.M.S.P. Co.

via port of Departure.

Packet.

“ Torgorm ” 
Port Royal ”

" Atrato ”
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Sports of produce front tbe West Jnbtes.

Sugar................

Molasses

Rum 
Molascuit...............  
Cocoa
Coffee 
Coconuts 
Copra............................  
Cotton
Cotton Seed 
Asphalt
Oranges ...............
Bananas 
Pimento 
Spice...............
Gold ................
Diamonds .

Barbados.
Jan I to Mar ii 
1906 1905

1041 122 Tons.

6058 3125 Puns.

British Guiana.
Jan. 1 to March 26 
1906 1905

25-786 21.576 Tons.

860 1558 Casks.

6954 4240 Puns.
2430 2498 Tons.
3300 ... lbs.

22,038 197,380

20,448 19,689 ozs.

Jamaica.
April I to March 4.

1906 1905
10,616 9121 Tons.

934.856 1,112,061 Galls.

30,358 21,083 Cwts.
73.360 48,468

6,280,629 3.457,243

43»3°7 10,542 lbs.

71,095,693 76,062,541
I3.73I,I47 8,042,716 Bchs.

87,716 138,590 cwts.

Trinidad.
Jan. 1 to March 31.

1906 1905
184,669 ii4,925Bgs.& Brls. 

/ 348 1228 Puns. x
■{ ... 42 Tres. k
' ... 103 Brls. 1

2 294 Puns.

3,389,270 8,632,855 lbs.
5760 10,890 ,,

2,815,050 2,401,750
3611 2942 bags.

33,078 29,515 Tons.

P
IC

E
.

Grenada.
Oct. i to March 29.

1906 1905

37,220 38,673 Bags.

3X9 too Bales.
2100 255 Bags.

72358 2602 Brls.
1 293 347 |-Brls.

161 287 Cases.
535 1049 carats. tn ' 66 134 Bags

present 
Hmount.

Some West Nubian Securities.
Hhvibenb. price.

Stock or 
Shares. paib.

100,000!. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4% 102-104
375,0001. Barbados- 3^ „ „ 1925-42... 100 3l% 99-101
194,5001. British Guiana 4 „ 1935... 100 4% 108-110
123,6701. Grenada - - 4 „ 1917-42... 100 4% 103-105
1,098,9071. Jamaica 4 „ „ 1934... 100 4% 109-111
85,4791- * St. Lucia - - 4 „ „ 1919-44... 100 4% 103-105

422,593!. rr Trinidad - - 4 „ 1917-42... 100 4% 102-104
6oo,oool. rr Trinidad 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44... 100 3% 88-90
100,000 20 Colonial Bank ... ¿6 7% 6|-6|

15,000 IOO Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 85 — 53-54
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4$% ist Mtge. Deb. 100 4i% 90-93
26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5 H
46,874 5 „ „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref. 5 — 2f-3|

347.500I. Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % ist Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 83-85
345,0001. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. TOO 6% 101-106
165,000!. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock IOO — 23-26
115,000!. Stock. „ „ „ 7 % Preference IOO 4 % 99-102
31,250 IO „ „ „ 4 % Extension Preference... IO 4s. 8-9
70,000!. Stock. „ „ „ „ Perpetual Deb. Stock IOO 4 % 96-98
70,000!. 100 Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within

Nos. 1 to 1200) red. IOO 4à% 100 102
12,000 5 Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd. ... ^2 IO O 6% —
42,3001. IOO Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% ist Mtge. Deb.

(within 1 to 1200) red. IOO 4i% 100-102
10,000 5 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 5 5 % —
88,321 IO W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ... IO — Ft
34.563 IO „ „ „ „ „ 6% Cum. ist Pref. IO 5s- 8J-83
4,669 IO „ h n rr tr rr rr 2nd rr IO — 6-7

8o,oool. IOO „ „ „ • „ 5% Deb ................. IOO 5% 100 102
5000 1 I West Indian Produce Association, Ltd. ... — —

British Guiana Bank.
The Directors of the British Guiana Bank, in their Report for the half-year ended December 31st, recommend a 

dividend at the rate of 3 % per annum. The balance in favour of the bank stood at $136,638’21 as compared with 
$120,645 99 at the corresponding period in the preceding year. Profit and loss account showed a credit balance of 
$22,037’88 as compared with $21,821’77 in 1904. The dividend will absorb $13,897 80 leaving a balance of $8,140’80 
to be carried forward. Plantation “ Vergenoegen ” showed a nett profit of $7,493’86 for the year 1905.

The Bank Rate stands at 3A % (changed from 4 % on April 5th, 1906), and Consols 
(2| %) are quoted 90 4.
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£be IProòuce markets’ Sununarp.
All our produce markets were closed for Easter, and the volume of business doing is insignificant. It is not only the 

recess that interferes with the general course of trade, but the political uncertainty which creates a sense of unrest 
throughout the country, and no one feels it more quickly than those who distribute by wholesale and retail the various 
articles of consumption necessary for the population of the country.

Sugar.—On the whole little variation has taken place in prices during the last fortnight. The trade demand has 
been persistently slack, but the covering of “ bear ” sales of 88 % has kept up the quotations of this sugar, quotations, 
indeed, which should seem low enough for anyone.

How the future course of prices will tend from now till the end of the season it is not easy to calculate. The stocks 
in Europe are excessive. The sowings of beet now commencing seem likely to be on a large scale again. The uncertain 
factor is the summer and autumn weather, the result of which could easily raise the price of 88 % beet to 9s. 6d., and 
equally easily reduce it to 7s. 6d. before the season closes. It is pretty clear given normal conditions there is no feature 
pointing to an upward movement other than the usual and temporary fluctuations of the speculative market and with this 
it behoves us to be content.

_ 3he m°ments quotations of 88% beet are April, 8s. 6d. ; May, 8s. 6|d.; August, 8s. 8M. ; and Oct./Dec., 
8s. iofd., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :__

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

1906
........................... 3,510,000

250,000
250,000

1905
2,370,000 

250,000 
330,000

1904
3,190,000 

140,000 
310,000

1903 
3,040,000 

200,000 
370,000

1902
3,160,000 Tons 

100,000 
390,000

Total 4,010,000 2,950,000 3,640,000 3,610,000 3,650,000
Quotations of 88% Beet::— 8s. 6d. 13s. lid. 8s. 6d. 8s. 5d. 6s. 4d.
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—The flatness in this sugar is 

noticeable, prices, however, remaining the same, viz. : inferior 
small quantities up to 16s. 6d. The value of average qualities 
9s. 6d. on floating terms.

passing away and there is a good increase of business 
grades, 14s., yellows, 14s. 6d. to 15s., and fine sugar in 

is fully 14s. gd. The value of a 96 test cargo to Refiners is

Molasses Sugar.-Is steady from tis. to ,5S For 89 test on floating terms, about 7s. 7Jd. is now the value 

’lttle °r n°‘hing d“ng ” gr°Cery kinds' To Refiners 89 test is worth about 8s. 3d. on

West India Figures since 1st Jan.
Imports... 
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qtialities, crystallised

1906. 
18,000 
12,000 
15,000

14s. 9d.

x9°5- 
11,000 
10,000 
11,000 
20s. 6d.

1904.
13.000
13,000 
12,000
15s. Od.

Rum.—Stocks in London : 
Jamaica ... 
Demerara

Total of all kinds

1906.
5000

10,200
----  22,400

Board of Trade Returns for 3 months : 
Home Consumption 

Stocks 31st March.........................

x9°5- 
6800
6400

20,700 
1906.

1,095,000 
7,647,000

1905.
1,103,000
8,291,000

1904.
8100

12,700
28,800

1903-
5000 

12,000 
21,000 
15s. Od.

1904.
1,189,000

10,043,000

1902.
11,000 Tons.
13,000
10,000 
14s. 3d.

1903-
8600 Puns.

10,100
28,300 ,,

1903.
1,033,000 Galls.

Die position of Demerara rum remains unchanaAd niw a '1 " • 9,940,000 ,,
to hold the large stocks printed above the bulk of which is in thpir 1 d are qUlte content to allow the Importers
be given in the^absence of buyers. Leewards and other nronf Hnd Quotations are entirely nominal and cannot
a nominal quotation of 2s. id for Standard Homi T^ade^arks d GqU3 Iy neglected- Jamaica remains quiet, with

9,946,000

Cocoa.—Stocks in London :
Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

Board of Trade Returns for 3 months : 
Imports

1906. 
12,800

8200 
72,000 

1906.
7471
5919
4795

1905- 1904. 1903.
17,200 17,900 17,500 Bags.
14,200 19,700 14,200 ,,
78,000 81,000 83,000
1905- 1904. 1903.
6570 10,536 7977 Tons.

5210 6392 5029
5480 5924 6079

Quotations are the same as / -7 • »
last mail, viz.:

47s.; fermented 49S-, 51s. 6d., and from other

Home Consumption 
Stocks 31st March 

Trinid • M&iet r?mains quiet and steady without any special "feature 
52S’: Estate Marks 52S-, 56s. and 60s.; Grenada fair 

Islands, fair Native 45s., with fermented 48s. to 51s. ’

Coffee.—Unchanged. Good ordinary Jamaica, 39s. to 41s.

Nutmegs.—Small sales of West India, 82’s at 7id., 100’s at 8d tt6’^ at fid f

Arrowroot-Quiet with only retail sales of good manufacturing St. Vincent at 2d

2S. 6d. 'STtille^ firmer again’ value’ xos. Hand Pressed, quiet, at 2s. to
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Hnmtal ODeetmo.
Members of the West India Committee are hereby informed that the 

Annual General Meeting will be held at the West India Committee Rooms, 
on Thursday, May 17th, at 3 p.m.

Algernon E. Aspinall,
Secretary.

* Agenda :—
1. To adopt the Annual Report of the Executive Committee and the Income and 

Expenditure Account for the year ended December 31st, 1905.
2. To elect eleven members to the Executive Committee in place of eleven retiring by 

rotation by virtue of Article VI. of the Royal Charter. Mr. W. H. Alty, Mr. C. 
Algernon Campbell, Mr. George Carrington, Mr. George Christall, Mr. E. A. 
de Pass, Mr. E. L. Marshall, Mr. A. McConnell, Mr. F. McConnell, Mr. E. Pack­
ard, Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard and Lieut.-Col. F. C. Trollope retire by rotation, 
but being eligible, submit themselves for re-election.

The A nnual Report of the Executive Committee will be found on page 188, and the Income and 
Expenditure Account for 1905 on page 194 of this number of the “ West Indian Committee Circular!

MR. E. C. JACKMAN, in a recent issue of the Barbados Agricultural Reporter, dealt with the 
Central Factory question in Barbados in an admirable and exhaustive manner. After pointing 

out the futility of the sporadic attempts which have been made from time to time to bring about a 
definite scheme, he expresses the belief that no better plan for the establishment of Central Faetones 
could be suggested than that contained in the Government Act of 1895, which provided that the Govern­
ment should advance the necessary capital, under specific liens for its repayment, and he advocates 
the further extension of the provisions of the Act in order to narrow down the lines of consent to 
the immediate owner, who is generally a mortgagor, leaving it to the hen holders to prove to the 
satisfaction of the Chief Justice that the entry of the estate into the scheme would be injurious to 
his interests. This would considerably simplify an intricate question, as the difficulty of obtaining 
unanimity of views among the lien holders, whose consent is necessary as the Act now stands, has 
been one of the greatest obstacles to the carrying out of central factory schemes in Barbados. Mr. 
Jackman is strongly opposed to the introduction of the capitalist into the Island, being evidently 
mder the impression that this would mean that the latter would take care to appropriate more 
than his legitimate share of the profits. If, however, the planters themselves are unable to raise 
the funds for the erection of the factory, it is a choice between the outside capitalist and Govern­
ment help and the fact that planters might look forward to the ultimate possession o the factory 
by the operation of any Government scheme, would probably secure that the project would be entered 
into with greater zeal and unanimity. We must, however, m this regard, deprecate the attitude 
MÍ JacL^n ta^ the7 capitalist. He is afraid, should a central actory be erected
by outside agency, that the landowners will fall into his capacious maw and chat we shall be- 
com on bland of none f™ living ft ’ft.“.
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value for the canes as it would be for the grower to receive it. For the factory to be a success 
canes must be grown generously, and no capitalist, no matter how grasping he is. is going to sink a large- 
sum in a central factory in a far-off possession and then run the risk of killing the goose w ith the golden 
eggs by starving the cane supply ! Further, the introduction oi outside capital and outside interests 
would have the effect of strengthening rather than lowering the position of the planters, and do more 
to preserve the Island to them than the half-hearted attitude they have hitherto taken up on the 
question. Mr. Jackman advocates a 10,000 factory as being a suitable size for the Island, but this. a< 
he points out, must be a matter for local consideration. The cost of manufacture diminishes as the 
factory increases, it is true, but the limit of economy is determined by the < ost of transporting the 
canes which naturally increases with the distance and difficulty of access. The size of a factory 
therefore, must be determined by local conditions, the general principle accepted being to have it 
as large as these will economically permit. There is one statement, however, in Mr. Tactenan’s paper 
“ lsT®™1“0 nn^^^n^iE He says : “ The price that he (the capitalist) would offer for car

Ss. torzs. per ton—would only be a little more than half of what we now get under our wasteful system " 
Now it is a recognised fact, published under no less an authority than that of thelmi7iau7 rt- 
ment of Agriculture that a fair figure to take as representing the quantity of cane per ton of sugar 
under average conditions, would be I3.S tons. With sugar at its present dice, *8 ¿os dr tonlor 
i>f a ?rOdUfCer molasses, would be a full value, which would only give 12s 6d on the value
of a ton of canes without any cost for manufacture being allowed for ! The Antigua factory although 
small was worked economically ; yet with sugar at ¿I2 ros. a ton. the total amomTincl^

statement given above. And while on this snbiTrt wa^m 7 oorne out by Mr. Jackman s 
»VAS XS

remark, so far as it goes gives SXS and 77 ]U’Ce fr°m 1 "'^m11! which, we may 
increase, -pro rata, with the juice extracted ^hedade 71^7 °fSUgar extracted doesnot 
out with triple crushing as with single These are ”77sugar again, cannot be turned 
taken into account when a scheme is crystallised Tn the 7 ’ b ever’ which no doubt will be fully 
planters the necessity for not taking too 7h a vi7 ofX ±7 7 X°uW lmpreSS Upon B^badian 
given an admirable exposition of the CentrfiI Fac my question m 7777 Jackman has 
that the publication of his article will direct the mindset the 7 Barbad°s’ and we sincerely trust 
of some definite scheme. The whole of 7 West tad7 / 7Barbadlan Planters to the realisation 
from the world of sugar, whichwffl s71™ of Barbados
industry on a better footing Y 1 Unless sometl™g is soon done to put their

Ube annual IReport
OF THE

Executive of tbe Quest 3nbia Committee
lo be laid before the Annual General Meeting on Thursday, May Jth Ioo6

, . /• The Executive Committee beg to present tn M i
their Annual Report and Income and Expenditure Account^^T 77 West India Committee 
than 6o Meetings of the Committee and various Sub-Committees were held"8 Which year no fewer 
Membership. e neid.

- 2. One hundred and thirty-seven new Member? ^a^ i

India“ Settee I9°3’ 57 “ I9°2’ 4° “ Igo1’ and 42 in looo 77TF I9°5 aS comPared with
W • now am°unts to 1062 and a frACk 9°°' , . e total mernbership of the Wp-t 

that Members will individually endeavour 7 f h record is thus established P It L n" J 
{¡«W«•ayssur®

mgton, and Mr. E. St G. Tucker' aCh ParkeC Mr. E. J. Sadler. Mn C Sch^M^W u- N 
’ xur. \\. . bym-
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Finance.
3. 1 he Committee have pleasure in recording an improvement in the financialfposition of 

the West India Committee, which has been attained without any increase in the amount of sub­
scriptions payable.* The question of forming an endowment fund is under consideration, it being 
felt that the permanency of the West India Committee being assured through the grant to it of a 
Royal Charter of Incorporation it is desirable to establish its finances on a thoroughly stable basis. 
The Sugar Industry.

4. The Committee, in their last Report, made reference to the remarkable course taken by the 
sugar market at the close of 1904. The expanding production of sugar beet on the Continent 
suffered a severe check owing to a phenomenal drought. This reduction amounted to about 1,200,000 
tons as compared with the previous year. As a consequence, buyers took alarm as to what the future 
course of prices would be, and fanned by an abnormal speculation such as has not been seen for a 
great many years, the price of 88 per cent: beet rose from the average price of 9s. for 1903-04 to 
16s. 3d. in January. 1905. From that time onwards, prices persistently declined, till at the close of the 
year they reached 8s., thus fully proving the contention of the West India Committee, which was 
put forward in repeated letters to the Press, that the rise was due to a diminution in the supply 
occasioned by the drought, and not to the Brussels Sugar Convention. Needless to say, sugar planters 
were disturbed and the market was disorganised throughout the year. In spite of this, however, there 
was a considerable increase in confidence in the West Indian sugar industry. More machinery was 
sent out than for many years past, two [new central factories began work in Antigua, systems 
of steam ploughing were successfully inaugurated in Trinidad and Antigua, and other evidence is not 
wanting of a decided improvement. On March 27th in the present year a resolution was introduced 
into the House of Commons calling upon the Government to withdraw from the Brussels Conven­
tion. An amendment was moved to the effect that it was too early to arrive at a decision, and both 
resolution and amendment were withdrawn. In view of this debate the Committee issued an ex­
haustive memorandum in order to correct erroneous views to every member of the House of 
Commons, and the same appeared in the Press on the morning of the debate. There still remains 
some uncertainty as to the attitude of the present Government regarding the Brussels Convention, 
but the Committee hope that before the close of next year, when it will be necessary to arrive at a 
decision on the subject, the Government will have recognised that the cessation of the Sugar 
Bounties secured by the Convention has proved a boon not only to our Colonies, by restoring to 
them equality of opportunity in British markets, but also to consumers, by increasing the sources 
of supply, instead of narrowing them down to Germany and Austria.
Rum Prosecutions.

5. The Jamaica Government commissioned a representative to visit this country to protect 
Jamaica rum from the injury being caused by its imitation. Several prosecutions took place and 
convictions resulted. A meeting of the Committee was held at which the Jamaica Commissionei 
and the Trinidad Government Chemist were present, and it being understood that there was 
no intention to conduct the prosecutions in such a manner as to prejudice the interests of the 
other West Indian Colonies, it was decided that the West India Committee would support the 
action of J amaica in defending her rum against imitations.
The Rum Surtax. . .

6. Another question concerning rum, which has received the continued attention of the 
Committee, has been the old standing grievance of the Rum Surtax. It appears that the cq-opei- 
ation ol the Agents-General of the Colonies is likely to be secured, and there is still a possibility 
of the Government admitting that the present protection accorded to distillers m this country is 
most unfair to distillers in the Colonies. In this matter the Committee have received much 
valuable assistance from Mr. F. J. Scard, F.I.C.

7. The Committee were not called upon to take any action with regard to the cocoa industry 
other than that connected with Coolie Immigration. The Cocoa Market m 1905 was featureless 
with a declining tendency. The continuance of the form of thieving from the plantations, popularly 
known as Prædial Larceny, continues to affect this industry as well as smaller industries con­
ducted by peasant proprietors, very prejudicially. The Committee are causing inquiries to be made 
into the system of slavery which is alleged to prevail m the Portuguese Islands of San Thome and 
Principe, involving as it does the question of competition between free and slave grown cocoa.

The Cotton^ndigtry^ R Davson and the Secretary continue to represent the West India 
Committee on the Council of the British Cotton Growing Association which with1 the Impena 
Department of Agriculture, has done much towards re-establishing the Co on m us y m s

* The Income and Expenditure Account for 1905 will be found on page 194
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Vincent Sea ^“d variety of Cotton is now a valuable article of export from Barbados. St. 
manVvcnS AntlSua» whlle m Carnacou, Mane Galante Cotton has been the staple for
iiictiij/ ycdrs. 1
Rubber.
fnlhr fhe production of Rubber has been started in the West Indies. The Committee are 
fully alive to the importance of this additional industry.
Immigration.
are mindful^rt^ has received careful attention and the Committee
Guiana TamMca and Trin dL "f6 a sufficient supply of labour for the Colonies of British
into South Africaaneffort was m Wlth V'6 a8itation a«amst the introduction of Chinese
West Indian Ordinances to the detriment oUheTatter The?^ Im™Sration Ordinance with the 
on the subiect and o UGL“ir;ent 01 tne latter. 1 he Committee sent a letter to the Press 
misrepresenting ’the West Indian' ImmigLthT  ̂ attempt to make party capital by

The Imperial Department of Agriculture.

organisations of thTdife^^ the various botanical and scientific
tropical cultivation, not only in the1 W elt Indi^ but tO a8ncultural teaching and
the fact that the Imperia/c^aK Ha'"’g 'egard tO

Th. M„h.„„ „„h."... " * C'"“

several occasions gWen^advice” and^iZta^ f°r offetnces under these Acts, and have on

5S^!S5S^ -r* “"“™ ™ * •*...
with and. betwee^ certain o^ouV Weft’S reliab1^ ™ans of cable communication

the Committee. A sub-Committee was appoffite^^ the unremitting attention of
the laying of a new cable by the Direct West India CaWe r 1S They-recommended
the laying of new cables from Barbados to Trffiidad Bermuda to Barbados,
the establishment, on an efficient bask nfa x 1 , . arbados or Trinidad to Demerara and
Islands and Barbados, and also a sXtantial « betWeen thc Windward and Uew^d
have already been endorsed by the ChTXTor^

“ th^e,sn Khn thl^th^'s SU<bjeCt Df a deputation from th. Com

28th’ t0 thc R1Sht Hon Arthur J BaHour^^ for ‘he Colonies on March
8th. Ahe t!oops were subsequently withdrawn from R ,le,then ?nme Minister, on November 

leceived an assurance from rb« w 7;arawiVrom Barbados and St I nHa ■ Ruf xuxe,nDer

i ne Mail Contract.

and the mails carried by weight Tn alternative that the contract shmdd 1 thlC l°n,es
and the contract was subsen° tbe Colonies objected and fnrthpr + J1 )e abandoned 
The Colonies were not satisfied a d tO an°ther company subject to the^C ?5 invitcd' 
with and were, moreover, unwillffilbto“«*1^^ which the tenders had been invitedT"? apPr?vaL 
matter was warmly taken up bv rtf p° subsida^ a service of which thev d?d „ rand were dealt

»M„tory OI tte m*. cotamAx«h^fa's:
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Exhibitions.

16. 1 he Colonial Exhibition at Sydenham remained open from May 12th to September 23rd, 
and the results have, it is believed, proved satisfactory to Barbados, Trinidad, Jamaica and Grenada, 
though none of the reports of the local Exhibition Committees have as yet been received. Full par­
ticulars of this successful Exhibition were given in a special Souvenir, containing the report of the 
Exhibition Committee and the awards of the judges, which was issued at the close of 19Q5. The 
Committee also undertook arrangements for the representation of Grenada, Barbados, and several 
private exhibitors at the Show of Colonial Fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall on December 5th 
and 6th, 1905, and March 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 1906, and of Grenada at the Liverpool Colonial Pro­
ducts Exhibition, January 30th to February 8th, 1906.

The Annual Banquet.

17. The Annual Banquet on J une 22nd, was made the opportunity of celebrating the grant by 
the King to the West India Committee of the Royal Charter of Incorporation, made on August 4th 
of the preceding year. The Committee were honoured by the presence of the Right Hon. Alfred 
Lyttelton, K.C., M.P., the then Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Right Hon. Lord Strathcona, 
G.C.M.G., and other distinguished guests. The proceedings were fully recorded in the India 
Committee Circular. Among other notable functions during the year was the Luncheon given by the 
West India Committee to the delegates of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association on June 23rd.

Through the courtesy of the Director, the Committee were enabled to hold a successful 
reception in the Galleries of the Imperial Institute on July 26th, to enable Members to see the 
excellent exhibition of British grown cotton which was then being held there.

Lecture.

18. Owing to the immense amount of work involved by the Colonial Exhibition, it was only 
possible to arrange for oae lecture to be held at the West India Committee Rooms. Mr. W. G. 
Freeman, B.Sc., F.L.S., Superintendent of the Colonial Exhibits at the Imperial Institute, delivered 
a lecture on “ The West Indian Fruit Industry ” to a well attended meeting on January 25th, 1905, 
Sir W. Thiselton Dyer, K.C.M.G., C.I.E., &c., the then Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, presiding.

Publications.
19. During the year the West India Committee Circular, the official organ of the West 

India Committee, was regularly sent to Members. From the four page leaflet, issued twenty years 
ago, this circular has developed into a weekly publication, registered at the General Post Office as 
a newspaper, and the Committee believe that it is generally appreciated. Besides being circulated 
among Members, advance copies are communicated to the Press. The West India Committee 
Circular is also now distributed to the leading hotels and Clubs in the United Kingdom, where they 
hope that it serves the useful purpose of making the public more fully conversant with West 
Indian affairs. An illustrated Souvenir of the Colonial Exhibition was also published and 
forwarded to Members free of charge.

Honorary Correspondents.
20. Since the Report was issued, Mr. T. S. Hargreaves, Secretary of the Institute of Mines and 

Forests, and Mr. W. N. Sands, have been appointed additional Hon. Correspondents for British Guiana 
and St. Vincent respectively, and Mr. W. T. James Hon. Correspondent for Bermuda. The Committee 
again desire to place on record their gratitude to the following Hon. Correspondents, who devote 
much time and labour to keeping them informed regarding the requirements and conditions of the 
various Colonies, and whose interesting letters contribute so largely to the success of the West India
Committee Circular :
Hon. A. St. G. Spooner 
Hon. Forster M. Alleyne 
W. T. James, Esq.
A. Summerson, Esq. ...
T. S. Hargreaves. Esq.
Hon. A R. Usher
Hon. H A. A. Nicholl

Antigua.
Barbados.
Bermuda.

British Guiana.

British Honduras.

C.M.G.. M.D.
E A. Agar, Esq.
Hon D. S. DeFreitas
P. J. Dean, Esq.
J. L. AshenheiM, Esq. 
Robert Craig, Esq. . 
The Westmoreland SUGA

Planters’ Association

DOMINICA.

■ Grenada.

. Jamaica.-

MC
John Barclay, Esq. ...............................Jamaica.
Conrad Watson, Esq. ............... Montserrat.
Hon. C. Arthur Shand ... ... Nevis.
Charles A. Smith, Esq ... ... St. Kitts. , 
Hon. E. DuBoulay...............  ... SI. Lucia.
Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co. ... viNrirvT
W. N. Sands. Esq .............. . ... 1
W. J. S. Tucker, Esq. ............... Tobago.
Hon. G. Townsend Fenwick, J

C.M.G. ... ............... ... -Trinidad.
Edgar Tripp, Esq. ... ... . .... J
J Russell Murray, Esq.................... Canada.
R. VV. S. Mitchell, Esq, C M G ... Calcutta. 
John Farr, Esq. ... ... ... New York.
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The Committee have continued to keep in touch with the West India Associations of Glasgow 
and Liverpool, the West India Section of the Incorporated Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool, the 
London Chamber of Commerce, and the Bristol Chamber of Commerce. They hope. also, during 
the coming year to appoint Hon. Correspondents in Halifax and St. Johns, New Brunswick.

The Future of the West Indies.
• n1’ s^isfectory been the largely increased number of inquiries

thp Wdf rhe X“dla Co.mmlttee Rooms from people in all classes of life desirous of visiting 
the West Indies, either for business or pleasure.

c<>n^«sion. are glad to be able to state that thev regard with even 
confidence the future of the West Indies. The Panama Canal will constitute the West I nd Fan 

hJg?nSt to tlie .ereat tiade route from Europe, to loth the proper West
1 d I?6 5?st» through the Canal. The cessation of the Sugar Boun tv svstem of F irone h-U 

We^T1^ ^eSt indlan Can? and European Beet Sugars on their own natural foundations1 The

N. LUBBOCK, 
ALGERNON E.

IMew fibembers of tbe West Jnbia Committee.
the following were0ejected memU^of thl RUt'

TH a me.

Chairman, 
ASPINALL, Secretary.

lerford presiding»

Robert W. Weekes, M.I.E.E., A.M.I C E 
Albert Eugster
Frederick Kent (Grenada) 
Mrs. W. P. Trimingham 
George Farmer (Barbados)

Full particulars regardin

IProposer.
E. T. Whitaker
F. N. Martinez 
Cyril Gurney 
Elliot G. Louis 
W. P. B. Shepheard

Seconder.
R. Rutherford
Sir N. Lubbock, K.C.MG.
H. A. Trotter
Sir E. Noël Walker, K.C.M.G. 
R. Rutherford

SIA™
'J J 0

e- . H-lews from Jamaica anb Urinibab.
Jamaica papers of MarcVjoth’^eIVe^ ^om Jamaica and Trinidad. The 
of the reduction of the streXo M Governor upon the occasion
Mr Coriualdi’s motion for an acrease ofJ he, legislative Council on March 3 st 
The report of the Jamaica Electric lhamwav "CeS frO"' 2S' ‘° ¿2 was ad°P^

an increase of $8,596.08 over the previous year whiM n gr°rT earnin8s for the year §139,762 33 
an increase of S6.nr.39. The entire nett profits^ere Tn"lgS counted to »34 U

Mr Hugh Clifford was sworn hAaHct^
Legislative Council at Port-of-Spain on Anri! A L , T^nidad at a meeting of the^CfeC°llectO1: of Cusums? inAtPhe a^nce o^i*^ oath and his
Mr. W. M. Gordon is actino- as Colonia! the Hon. R. H MuC'nrtiir-
gives an interesting account"of the progress be^FP made iF Gazette of‘April 4th
I he same journal, in its agricultural sunimarv da^ erectlon of the new Red House
intensely hot, and although a couple of liJhWmwers FaF1 rePorted ^^t the days continued
receive the amount of moisture necessary "the total rainfall f?llen’ the growing cultivation did not 
as compared with 5.7o and 11.25 in the for J9°6 to date being onlv ± A noh-

fact

g¿¿E F5~ sM’S«««

tones d0™the “ast

> can all be gathered before rainy
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weather sets in. The rush appears to be so great at some of the factories and loading stations that a 1 check ’ 
has had to be put on the supply. We heard a couple of days ago of 300 farmers’ carts heavily lad« n, at a 
factory all at one and the same time.”

With regard to cocoa, 9,389,270 lbs. had been exported as compared with 9,631,435 and 
18,536,46° for the corresponding period in the two preceding years.

Ube Editor's iDiarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Tues., April 17th.—Article in the Morning Post on the situation in the West Indies.—88% Beet 8/6J quiet.
Wed., April 18th.—Severe earthquake in San Francisco.—Article in The Standard on Canada and Jamaica.—Beet 8/5| 

quiet.
Thur., April 19th.—Meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee.—Telegraphic communication with 

Demerara, which was interrupted on April 9th, restored. - Bank Rate 3J% unchanged.—Beet 
8/5 quiet.

Fri., April 20th.—Meeting of Americans in London to express sympathy with the sufferers from the San Francisco 
disaster.—Decision to increase the British Garrison in Egypt announced.—Beet 8/5^ steady.

Sat., April 21st.—Leading article in The Times regarding the Imperial Department of Agriculture.—Beet 8/4^ flat.
Sun., April 22nd.—Mr. J. M. Maclean, cx-M.P. for Oldham and Cardiff died.
Mon., April 23rd.—St. George’s Day.—Fresh outbreak of Fire in San Francisco.—Beet 8/4^ quiet.
Tues.,April 24th.—The House of Commons re-assembled.—Special article in The Tinies on “ The Times and Places of 

Earthquakes.”—The Servian Regicides resigned their appointments.—Beet 8/4^ steady.
Wed., April 25th.—West India Club Dinner.—Beet (morning call) 8/4, quiet.

Ube West Subían Civil Service.
Hon. R. A. L. Warneford has resigned his office of Swedish Consul at St. John’s, 

Antigua, and the Consulate will temporarily remain vacant.
The leave of absence granted to Mr. H. D Phillips, District Commissioner, British 

Honduras, has been extended for two months from March 30th last.
Major G. Lambie, Trinidad Light Infantry Volunteers, has been granted leave of absence 

from May 31st to October 31st, 1906.
Mr. L. E. Hawtayne, Barrister-at-Law, has been appointed Stipendiary Magistrate, 

British Guiana.
Mr. H. I. C. Brown becomes Assistant to the Attorney-General of Jamaica, on the 

abolition of the office of Solicitor-General in that Colony.

Cotton.
Messrs. Wolstenholme & Holland state that since their last report a fair business 

has been done in Sea Island descriptions, and full prices have been paid, especially for 
best qualities. Barbados Cotton has been sold up to i8d., but this figure represented a small 
quantity only, the bulk being about i6d. @ i6jd., St. Kitts, 13d. @ zyd., and Nevis, 13d. @ 13d. 
A «rood demand for cotton, i2d. @ i5d. is anticipated, but it will be difficult to obtain above the 
latter figure for any quantity.

•¡homeward ¡passengers.
fthc IRoval znsail Steam Jacket Co.—OUTWARD BOOKINGS per R.M.S. “Tagus” (Capt. Rudge), May3rd.—Mis^UdaU, Äli^Murray, Mr. J. Boldingh, Capt. G. Smith, Mr. C. H Greene, Mr and Mrs. James J Steven^ Mr. 

and Mrs. S. Cox, Mr. and Mrs. de Jonge, Mrs. Plagemann, Mrs. Le Page. Mrs. Gittens, Rev. T. Gardner. Mr. E. Weule, 
Mr J Smith, Mr. de Verteuil, Mr. W. H. Young, Mr. and Mrs. CleeVe, Lieut. S. van B. Lang, Mr. H. C. Crouch, Mr. C. 
Andrews Mr. C. Ball, Mr. S. Hickford, Mr. M. Milton, Mrs. Gittens.
Andrews ,ir , direct West Jiibia /»Sail Service.—SAILINGS per R.M.S. “Port Henderson” (Capt. 
W R Biscoe Lieut. C. H. Clibbon, Lieut. E. E. D. Henderson, Miss L.

Mr j’ctuItenay¿„oüyl“j. Courtenay Knollys, Capt. G. G. B. Muller, Capt. W. P. Marley, Lieut G. 

t w r Qmvth Mr J R Smith Mr D C. Turner, Mrs. D. C.Turner, Miss Turner,Mr. Wilmer^Mrs.KÄÄ Kennedy, Mr. F.’e. McGill, Mr. G. Totesan, Mrs. G. Totesan.

Weather Celeorams»
r w wiiHn«nn * Gaviller) April 18th, “Light partial showers.” JBHtiSb Guiana—(Messrs.^Barbados—(Messrs. Wi 17th (Dated 11th) “ Heavy rains have fallen generally since last message.”—

Booker Bros. McConne^ in EssBqUIBO where rain
(Messrs. Curtis Campbell & Co.) Apo1 17th (Dated b „ y of fallea in Bssequ1bo ’’-(Messrs,

much wanted for cultivation. AprA2^^^^ Berbwe.” Jamaica-The Direct West India
CaM?^ “ Pout Anton!—Sth to 9th, Fine, 10th, Bamy, 11th, Fine. Kingston—Fine.

April 1 to Mar. 24, ’06 
„ ,, „ 25,’05

Sugar 
tons.

11,659
10,820

Exports
Cocoa 
cwts 
30,948 
22,104

of ¡produce from Jamaica.
Rum 
galls. 

1,003,581 
1,179,310

Coffee 
cwts. 

76,796 
50,368

Coconuts

6,726,604
3,977,643

Pimento 
cwts.

87,915 
143,323

Bananas 
bunches 
14,500,016 
8,700,987

Oranges

72,500,343
76,568,111
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OUR CELEBRITIES.
No. LXVI.

Cbe West Snbfa Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

May 1st, 1906

Telegrams : “ Carib, London.” Telephone : 6642 Central.

/IlSr. TRanboIpb IRust.

the working of the Department of Agriculture 
missioner for Agriculture to the Secretary of Sti

y n their Annual Report, the Executive of the 
A West India Committee refer to the services* 

rendered by the Imperial Department of Agri­
culture to agricultural teaching and tropical 
cultivation, not only in the West Indies, but in 
our Colonies generally. We cannot help feeling 
that the fact that not the West Indies alone, but 
also other parts of the Empire have benefited to 
a considerable degree from the research work 
performed by the Department, should make a 
request for some further Imperial assistance 
for its maintenance after 1908, when the period 
for which the present Grant was made comes 
to an end, not unreasonable. Already, many of 
the Colonies have expressed themselves in a very 
definite manner as to the desirability of ensuring 
the continuance of the propagandist and educa­
tional work which has proved of such immense 
value during the past nine years, and it is gener­
ally admitted that it would be a misfortune if 
the existence of this organisation were to cease. 
Elsewhere we give a brief resume of a report on 

which has recently been forwarded by the Com­
te. No one after perusing this document can, we
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imagine, deny that an immense amount of good has been done, or fail to come to the conclusion 
that there is not an agricultural industry in the West Indies which has not derived advantage in 
some form or other from the assistance given by the Department in conjunction with the various 
botanical and scientific organisations of the different Colonies. The Tinies of April 23rd devoted a 
leading article to the subject, and while all will agree that the tribute paid to the excellence of the 
work done is just and well earned, certain statements are made regarding the sugar industry, to which 
we should like to allude, believing as we do that no good purpose can be served by unjustifiably 
belittling this industry in which such a vast amount of capital has been invested. While it may be 
said that in several of the Islands the sugar industry has not been maintained at such a pitch 
of perfection as might have been desired, yet it is only fair to bear in mind that these 
constitute the smaller proportion, and that for nearly half a century the planters have had 
to face the unfair competition caused by the bounties, which has effectively precluded their 
obtaining the necessary capital for improvements. With the bulk of the sugar-producing Colonies 
it is different. British Guiana, for example, which alone provides upwards of 40 per cent, of the sugar 
production of the West Indies, was early in the field. The records of the Royal Agricultural Society 
teem with accounts of experiments and reports regarding the cultivation and manufacture of sugar. 
The first systematic manurial experiments in the West Indies were carried out in this Colony. 
Every method of cultivation likely to be of advantage has been tried, and enormous sums have been spent 
on manufacturing processes and machinery. The late Mr. Quintin Hogg spent a fortune in trying to 
adapt the best processes of diffusion and carbonatation to sugar cane conditions, and other large 
proprietors can show a strong record of enterprise. The first efficient furnaces for burning 
the wet megass or crushed cane as it came from the mills were built in that Colony, while 
the seedling cane experiments were well advanced before the establishment of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture, which has since carried on the good work so effectively. While all are 
well-equipped, there are many large factories in British Guiana, such as Diamond, Albion, 
Uitvlugt, Blairmont and Nonpareil, which are the latest word as far as sugar machinery is concerned. 
The water conservation schemes, with drainage systems similar to those prevailing in Holland, without 
which it would be impossible to carry on the estates, are of themselves an instance of the energy and 
capacity of the planters in dealing with the physical defects of the Colony. As a result, Demerara sm-ar 
has established for itself a standard of excellence, as is shown by the fact that it is found worthy of 
deceptive imitation by the makers of refined beet sugar. The same remarks hold good to a con­
siderable extent regarding Trinidad. The sugar estates and factories are well equipped: steam 

ploughing, as we pointed out in a recent issue, is now working successfully. The Colonial Company 
many years ago introduced the central factory principle by the erection of the Usine St. Madeleine 
which, with its excellent railway system, well managed and modern factory and its cane farmers5 
speaks for itself. There are also Caroni, La Fortunée, Palmiste, Brechin Castle, Orange Grove 
and Waterloo, all of which are in the first rank. St. Lucia has several’ well 'equipped 

factories which yearly render good account of themselves and which can in no way be 
described as out of date. If Barbados be backward in manufacture, this is due in great 
measure to the excellence of the cultivation of its carefully managed estates, its suitability 
to the growth of the sugar cane, the high quality and value of its molasses, and its redun 
dant labour supply, natural advantages which, even while capital was not forthcoming enabled 
the planters to hold their own. If again, the sugar factories in Jamaica have not developed thek 
machinery to the extent they might have, except in a few instances, the reason may also It I 
to the lack of capital caused by the bounties. It must, moreover, be remembered that the h l T 
of Jamaica rum has rendered the production of this article and not sugar the prima a 
in many instances. With regard to Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis, we may refer J the” report' o"
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Dr. Francis Watts on the sugar industry of those Islands, which has just been published. In this he 
says: “ The stability given to the sugar industry by the abolition of bounties by the operation of the 
Brussels Convention, has already led to a considerable amount of development in the sugar industry 
in Antigua. 1 wo new central factories have been erected at Gunthorpe’s and Bendal’s, with the 
extensive substitution of railway and tramway haulage, and an elaborate system of steam-ploughing. 
Bearing in mind what has been done in the past, notwithstanding the prejudicial effect of the foreign 
bounties and cartels, it is impossible to resist arriving at the conclusion that now that these obnoxious 
forms of protection are abolished, the possibilities of the West Indian sugar industry in the future 
are great. We admit that this is a digression, but we confess that we do not like to see attempts 
made to minimise the importance of the Sugar Industry or to cast a slur on the enterprise of the 
planter. As the Port of Spain Gazette says : 11 The latest modern appliances are at work, some 
of which were introduced for the present campaign—a fact which should be noted by some influential 
agencies abroad, who, as occasion arises, persist in traducing the West Indian planter and proclaiming 
to the world that he sticks to primitive sugar home methods, and does not invest capital in 
order to obtain the best possible result from the raw material.” The Imperial Department of 
Agriculture has helped the sugar industry by the experiments with seedling canes, and also 
in the matter of the central factories in Antigua, besides in a variety of lesser ways. But its largest 
claim for support must be based on the remarkable way in which it has succeeded in developing minor 
industries. We have frequently referred to the development of the Sea Island cotton industry. For 
which it has been largely responsible, and which would alone justify the existence of the Department. 
More than this it is not necessary to say, except that it will, in our opinion, most certainly be a grave 
misfortune if the Imperial Department of Agriculture is allowed to lapse.

If several of our West Indian Colonies suddenly find themselves without a passenger steamer service, 
we shall not be surprised, and no one will be able to say that they have not received sufficient 

warning. The mail arrangements are again going from bad to worse. Though it may be considered 
in some quarters a matter for satisfaction that the money hitherto spent on the mail contract is now 
going to swell Imperial and local revenues, it is really a case of Peter being robbed to pay Paul. 
Taking the West Indies as a whole, the saving is small compared with the loss and inconvenience 
caused to merchants and shippers by the absence of a regular mail service. In the old days there 
used to be three intercolonial steamers ; nine months ago they were cut down to two, and now we are 
informed that the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, being unwilling to continue their service at a 
loss, are making arrangements to lay up another steamer, leaving only one available. This remaining 
vessel will, we believe, be used for a service to Demerara vid St. Vincent and Grenada, and the 
Company have consequently ceased booking passengers after May 3rd, for what is now known as the 
Northern Islands route, thus cutting off communication with St. Lucia, Dominica, Antigua, St. Kitts- 
Nevis and Montserrat. The present position is certainly a curious one. Though several of the larger 
Colonies have no cause to complain of the lack of shipping facilities, it is different altogether with the 
smaller Islands, on whom the present position of affairs already presses very severely. It is easy to 
see where the trouble lies. Downing Street will not move, and concerted action in the West Indies 
has been difficult, because the larger Colonies naturally feel disposed to ask why they should have to 
contribute towards a service largely for the benefit of the smaller Islands. After a little considera­
tion they will, we believe, take a broader view of the matter than this, and realise that if the West 
Indies are to prosper as a whole, there must be unity and co-operation, even if a small sacrifice is 
involved. Evidence of the dislocation caused by the present state of affairs continues to accumulate. 
Owing to the abandonment of the mail contract, it was not possible to hold the Annual Conference
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under the auspices of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, and the same reason is preventing the 
development of the Barbados banana industry. Writing from that Island, our esteemed correspondent, 
the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne, tells us of the uncertainty which prevails, and reminds us that one of the 
main points put forward by the Royal Commission of 1897 was the importance of the improvement of 
the means of communication between the different Islands, while now, nine years later, such means of 
communication are becoming steadily worse. We are firmly convinced as ever that if our Colonies are to 
progress there must be a mail contract. What, we should like to know, would Canada, Australia, or 
other parts of the Empire, have to say if they were suddenly informed that they were no longer to enjoy 
the advantages of a subsidised service ? The answer would be short, to the point, and one, moreover, 
which would not altogether be pleasing to the authorities at home. In this matter the West Indies 
must speak with a united voice. We continue to receive sporadic representations from the distant 
Colonies, but what is most essential is that these representations should be united. If the Home 
Government still definitely refuses to make satisfactory arrangements for the conveyance of mails and 
passengers, the best way out of the difficulty would be for the Colonies jointly, and not severally, to 
make their own arrangements. We have not heard that it has as yet been definitely laid down that 
the Secretary of State will refuse to sanction the Colonies themselves arranging a contract, and we, 
therefore, commend this suggestion to our friends for their most careful consideration.

/Ibr. IRanbolpb IRust.

X2X "Xst ¿°?',p"”" h,“
Mr. Rust is an ardent politician and he had an J ln business on his own account.

Ube H>eatb of Sir George C. ¡pile, Ikt.

« XX Ja?XSXX“ - * «k -last. Sir George Pile had been in failing health for cn so recently as April 18th
which, according to a cabled message, came oV Saturda^A time’and the end,
Sir George Pile did much for the Colony in which he spentffii^rf j’ nOt unexPected. 
that we learn that there is to be a public funeral, b? nnhr lfe’ andlt ls yith satisfaction 
himself to all with whom he came in contact.__R.I.P 1C’ aS m Pnvate hfe, he endeared

a <Broup of Coolie immigrants.



G
R

O
U

P
O

F
C

O
O

L
IE

IM
M

IG
R

A
N

T
S.



May 2, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
199

assssx, st™ EEs “7•- 

who appear physically to be quite Suitable. S U y made Wlth lmmigrants from Madras,

Ube West Snbta Committee.

be “TCT Vhe West India Committee will
Forms can be obtained from Algernon E. AspInair^ecretarTrV^
15, Seething Lane, London, E.C. Members are remindU a^ ?XeSt I,ndla Committee,
held on Thursday, May 17th at 3 p m reminded that the Annual General Meeting will be

H Ibundred ©ears ago.
News of the Merchantmen.

of ,h. SM- “ O—

Event) that I fell m w;th Hrs Majesty's Ships ‘ Ulyfses,’ ‘ Unicorn,’ and ‘ Fortune Sloop with 
between 80 and 90 Sail under their Convoy, from Cork for the West Indies, on the 22nd Tany 
and escorted them with the Squadron of His Majesty’s Ships under m^ Command to the 
Southward of Cape Fimsterre, where I parted with them on the 26th, the Cape bearing East 
distant 71 leagues, they were then standing to the Westward, with the Wind at Soutt but 
about 24 hours afterwards, >t shifted to the North West, and I have no doubt that they’ are 
well advanced on their Voyage. y
To which the following Answer from the Chairman was read and approved

“ I have this day, the Honour of your Letter, dated from Plymout^SouUfte 27th Febv 

and immediately took the proper Steps, to make known to the West India Trade your very 
singular attention to the Safety of a very valuable Fleet of Ships bound from Cork to the 
West India Islands; and that you had left them well and far advanced on their Voyage

“ I am well afsured that the West India Merchants will think themselves highly obliged 
to you, and do you the Justice to esteem this Protection of their Commerce in the lieht it 
deserves. &

“ I have the honour to be, &c.,
“ (Signed) Beeston Long,

“ Chairman.”
It will be remembered that the “ Foudroyant" was afterwards Nelson's Flagship. She was sold to a 

German firm of ship-breakers in 1892, but repurchased by a patriotic Englishman and shown to the public. She 
was ultimately wrecked in a gale off Blackpool and destroyed in 1897.

¡petroleum in Trinidad.
The seating capacity of the West India Committee Rooms was taxed to its uttermost at 

4 o’clock on Thursday, April 26th, when Mr. Randolph Rust delivered his lecture on “Petroleum in 
Trinidad.” In the absence of Sir Henry M. Jackson, owing to an attack of influenza, Sir Nevile 
Lubbock took the Chair at the commencement of proceedings, but being called away to a pressing 
engagement he yielded his place to Sir Francis Fleming, late Governor of the Leeward Islands. Among 
those also present were:—Sir E. Noel Walker, Mr. G. Adams, Mr. F. D. Allen, Mr. P. Arbuthno? 
Mr. Arthur ä Beckett, Prof. P. Carmody, Mr. H. R. Cowell, Mr. E. H. G. Dalton, Mr. E. R. Davson* 
Mr. A. K. F. Duncan, Mr. Alex. Elder, Rev. Canon Elliott, Mr. Martin Elliott, Mrs. Martin Elliott,5
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Dr. Evans, Mr. F. E. Everington, Mr. W. G. Freeman, Mr. P. Gillespie, Mr. F. Goodhill, 
Mr. W. Goodwin, Mr. L. Guggenheim, Miss J. J. Hargreaves, Mr. R. Harvey, Mr. John T. Haynes, 
Mrs. John T. Haynes, Mr. E. E. Head, Mr. J. D. Henry, Mr. Campbell M. Hunter, Mr. W. St. D. 
Jenkins, Mr. Wilson Jones, Mr. Reginald Kislingbury, Mr. Lane, Mr. R. G. Lee, Capt. Lund. Mr. A. 
Macdonald, Mr. F. H. D. Man, Mr. C. Minvielle, Mr. Boyd A. Neilson, The Hon. A. ( . Ponsonby, 
Mr. F. Preston, Mr. E. J. Previte, Mr. H. F. Previte, Mr. J. W. Previl/. Mr. J. Rippon, 
Mr. H. Murray-Rust, Miss Vi Rust, Mrs. R. Shand, Mr. J. W. Stevens, Mr. H. Hamel Smith, 
Mr. S. A. Smith, Mr. Walter Smith, Mr. Joseph Tsoi A. Sue, Mr Charles C. J. Tarring, Mr. W. A. 
1 ennant, Mr. E. T. Whitaker, Mr. Alfred S. Williams, Mr. Corbett W. Woodall, Mr. Wyon and 
Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary.

Sir Nevile Lubbock, introducing the lecturer to the meeting, said that Mr. Rust had lived for 
twenty-five years in Trinidad and made himself acquainted with the country, devoting himself for many 
years past to the subject of oil, and he, therefore, might be looked upon as a high authority. He 
regretted the absence of Sir Henry Jackson, from whom the following sympathetic letter had iust 
been received by the Secretary :—

Dear Mr. Aspinall,

Will you kindly express to the Committee my great regret at not being able to attend 
meeting to-day, owing to a sharp attack of influenza which has confined me to my room ' 
• p I particularly wished to be present as the subject of Mr. Rust’s paper is of far more than local 
interest in these days when modern battleships are being fitted to burn oil fuel. It is of national 
importance if Great Britain should be found to possess a source of supply within easy reach the 
control of which can be kept in exclusively British hands, and I had wished to be able to afford ’any 
information that might be desired as to the conditions under which the development of the oil-field is 

couraged. I shall be happy to place myself at the service of any enquirer, and I may add that the 
anh^ColS Government Geologist, together with his maps of the oil-fields, can be obtained

the

Yours very faithfully,
H. M. Jacksox.

Sir Francis Fleming then took the chair, and Mr. Randolph Ri^t l; 1 1
that the West India Committee had once upon a time been looked unon^^
themselves with the one special industry of the Colonies but it ™ P a b°„ y wh° conceriied 
.he, d.,.« themselves 5 i lh. «»J««^

He pointed out that he was not going to give a lecture in L indies.
was he going to read a paper, but what he was about to sav was the^m SfnSG °f tle W°rd’ nOr 
devoted to the oil industry of Trinidad. He then aave a bdefV? + tCOmfe °f fix years of his life 
and pointed out its great importance to the Empire from a strate^TXt f °f Trinidad-
at the north-east corner of the continent of South America and nd G ? . ylng “ 11 does
being within six miles distant at the southern end of the Island andX,iT* mainland> Venezuela 
the northern end. He pointed out that the British Navy could’lie nerfe tl fifteen to slxteen miles at 
waters of the Gulf of Paria, which, with a little fortification at the rT ^ure >n the land-locked 
to an enemy. Trinidad, moreover,’was free frol “oicinto° disLX made impregnable
zone. In fact, it only wanted one thing to make Trinidad an id 1 ’i ud OUt of the hurricane 
being a supply of fuel. At present the Navy has to coat at ” t baSe’ tbe thing needful
but with the discovery of petroleum in Trinidad and its increasing nd6P th® Atlantic seaboard,
importance of the discovery could scarcely be over-estmm^ the
the Panama Canal in the near future, Trinidad would rise into o-r Or.eover> wlth the completion of 
one of the important points of what will be the great trade rontof ̂ eat ’mportance, lying as it does at 
at the map it would be seen that in Jamaica and Trinidad, Great SA*™; fa?1’ if one looked
gateways of the Caribbean sea. ’ Britain owned islands that guarded

Trinidad had a delightful climate, with splendid scenerv -Hori f

and the most lovely surf bathing in the world. The people /T1“ S’ maSnificent sea views,
on the face of the globe, but in common with those6 Kelot to be found 
the most loyal and patriotic to be found in the Empire f h W Indles’ they were among

Now as to how oil was found in Trinidad Th^
estate (Anpero) for sale with asphalt on it, and in addition11 °/ tbe Colonial Bank had an
pulsating up and down in a kind of tube and thiN ^ere was found a dark green lianid

w.. ..a .,1, „d d. „„.„d M1 mly tMs bm fitty
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Having found oil in these two places, drilling was commenced at Arinpro Tn ivr , r
drilling machinery was erected on the Pilote River, and within a month thev struck oiU9°N 
at this spot. Their work had been done in the face of very great difficult^ 
tropical forests in the interior. Mr. Rust then sketched 7n a °9he
tropical forests of Trinidad during the past six years resulting in bi« bo * J- h exPloratlons m the 
deposits of oil, estimated as undLlyinT
whole of the southern half of the Island. His Ln personalobservaZs and L ‘he
fully borne out by a close and careful geological survey, and also by experts andLnsdL h“"
in the petroleum world, who had visited the deposits in question andyrenortpd ^jonsultmg engineers 
saying that they had never seen a finer field ofoil than ^at ofI rffiidad durably thereon,

Up to date, the Canadian syndicate of which he was a member bozi • n
and a seventh was also being drilled. These mem & sunk some Slx wells,
wells were situated several miles apart. In 
fact, one well was placed not far from the cele­
brated pitch lake at La Brea, 40 miles as the 
crow flies from the wells sunk at Guayaguayare, 
and the oil found, both in No. 1 well and that at
Aripero estate, was undoubtedly derived from 
the same strata, proving beyond doubt that the 
oil sand existed in a direct line some 40 miles 
long and at almost similar depths. The 
quality of the oils found was most excellent, 
most of those hitherto obtained had an asphaltic 
base, but in No. 3 well an oil containing no 
less than 32 % of solid paraffin wax had been 
discovered.

With regard to the calorific value of the 
oil, it had been tested by the Electric Light 
and Power Company of Trinidad, and also in 
the laboratory, and the calorific value was 
equal to 18.2. The crude oil contained a very 
large percentage of petrol, an article which is in 
increasing demand, and also a very high percen­
tage of illuminating oil. In one sample of 
crude oil obtained from a natural spring, no less 
than 72 % of the same was illuminating oil of a 
very high character; in fact, it had been analysed 
by a New York firm of analysts, and pro­
nounced equal in illuminating value to almost 
double that of Pratt’s astral oil. The residues 
of the crude oils consisted of lubricating oils, 
with a small percentage, 5 to 6 per cent, only, 
of solid bitumen. One of the oils discovered 
was very rich in lubricating oil, in fact, was a 
natural lubricant, and could be used as drawn 
from the No. 4 well for that purpose. The 
Navy of the future, it seemed, was to be fed 

Gbe Crinibab ®il jfielbs—Well iRo. 1.
The Well No. 1 of the Canadian Oil Exploration Com­

pany, is situated on the Pilote River in the Guayaguayare 
district at the South East corner of Trinidad.

with oil-burning furnaces ; in Trinidad oil they had a magnificent supply of the fuel which would be 
required.

Mr. Rust then dwelt upon the shipping facilities, due to the proximity of the oil deposits to 
the sea-shore ; two of the wells, in fact, were drilled at high water mark, whilst at various points 
around the coast large quantities of oil were from time to time found floating on the surface of the 
sea, indicating that deposits of petroleum underlie the bed of the sea adjacent to the coastline.

With regard to transport facilities, he pointed out very forcibly that up to now they 
were entirely lacking. Everything had to be landed through the surf on to the beach and then 
conveyed with immense labour and difficulty into the surrounding forest. Some roads had already 
been made by his Company and also by the Government, but if the oil fields of Trinidad were to be 
developed for the benefit not only of Trinidad but for the use of the British Empire, it was imperative 
that the fields should be opened up by means of a light railroad into the Guayaguayare and Mayaro 
districts. This could easily be done, as there were no physical or engineering difficulties to overcome, 
and moreover, a railroad through the districts named would open up some of the most fertile lands in
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the Colony, and he trusted that the Government of the Island would do all in their power to extend 
the railroad into the oil fields.

In conclusion, he put on record his thanks to Sir Henry Moore Jackson and the various 
Government officials with whom he had been in contact. He had received at their hands the greatest 
assistance and sympathy, and he particularly wished to mention the names of the Hon. Hugh 
Clifford, C.M.G., the Hon. R. H. McCarthy and Professor Carmody. He would also add that during 
Sir Alfred Moloney’s tenure of office in Trinidad, and also from the late Sir Courtenay Knollys, he 
had received every assistance in his initial exploratory efforts. He was glad, too, to recognise the 
interest taken in the matter by so powerful a body as the West India Committee. He also drew 
^ten^°n -° tbe very.valuable assistance that he had received from the Government Geologist, 
Mr. Cunningham Craig, a gentleman who was an enthusiast in his profession and did not spare 
— eff°rtS tO investiSate geological conditions, not only of Trinidad in general, but of the 
01 fields- irr particular, and who, he regretted to say, was at the present moment suffering from a

21 driller's Camp on the Crinibab ©ilficlbs.

T.., Th.is Palm-roofed hut is in the Driller’s Camo near nt^ 
Pilote River. It is placed amid beautiful scenery, typical of the tropics?

severe attack of typhoid and 
malarial fever contracted dur­
ing his journeys in the tropical 
jungles of Trinidad.

Mr. Rust concluded his 
remarks by expressing his 
firm belief in the successful 
outcome of the work he had 
already done, and that in the 
near future Trinidad would be 
known not only for its sugar, 
cocoa and asphalt, but also for 
its petroleum and the birth of
a new industry, which would 
immediately conduce to the 
welfare of the Colony and 
indirectly to the safety and 
welfare of the British Empire, 
as it was the only place on 
that side of the Atlantic where 
Great Britain_____ owned any 
large deposit of petroleum 
that could be used in her 
Navy for fuel purposes. Fin­
ally, he wished to impress 
on those present how ex­
tremely important it was that

, _ . . tbe ,O11 fields of Trinidad
that Trmidad petroleum might come to the front, but also for the benefit nXk deve,oPed’ not only

, . k Jhe ^bairman having invited discussion, Mr. Alfred William« a 1 fEmpire. (Applause.) 
which the wells were sunk. Mr. Rust, in reply, said that there wereT What the dePlh was to
did not care to disclose and this was one of them. In reply to anot^ erS which Company
had obtained 300 barrels (12,000 gallons) out of one well in X d enq?iry’ he s<ated that they

Mr. Macdonald said that he carried with him probablv tLl 7°rkmg daylight only. '
back than anyone present. The firm with which he waf connect^ tra(XloIls of the oil trade further 
oils to the world The oil trade in the West Indies was likX to firSt tO introduce burning

WaS that the °f Mexico was a vast basin of X enorm°us one if developed
foothold on which they could be worked. There was everv indVr the Islands formed a natural 
in the West Indies, and if developed it would become a/imm^011 that 011 existed in large quantities

The Editor of the Petroleum Review said he could source of revenue.
the various oils to be found in Trinidad. He felt that £7°borate wha* Mr. Rust had said , .
capitalist to devote his money to his own Colonies and k ®re was an opportunity for th^ P .1 
which Mr. Rust had delivered, would help to brin? tk ?e had no doubt that lectures su 1 ,rit?sh 
that Professor Carmody would give to

Professor Carmody said that all he ok .Ti 1

y OI the oil was concerned, it
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might be taken from him, and he had studied the question closely for the last ten or twelve years, that 
the quality of the oil in Trinidad was at least equal, if not superior, to that in any other part of the 
world—(hear, hear). Having studied reports put forward by geologists, and having seen for himself 
these deposits, and the enormous amount of pitch in the pitch lake, he could come to no other 
conclusion than that there was a vast bed of oil underlying the surface of the land in Trinidad.

Mr. H. F. Previté, proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Rust, said that the lecturer was one of 
those men of whom pioneers were made, but even he could not have done so much unless he had had 
the most sympathetic support of the Government, who had acted in a very good spirit. Mr. Rust 
had referred to the Pitch Lake, with which he, the speaker, was connected. It was only because the 
Government acted in an equally generous spirit and gave a large portion of the asphhlt bearing lands 
of Trinidad to a group of individuals, that it became worth the while of anyone to develop the asphalt 
industry, which was now becoming of the greatest importance to Trinidad. He hoped that the result 
of the same generous treatment to the oil industry in its early stages would be as great a success. 
He asked the meeting to move a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Rust. The resolution was 
seconded by Mr. C. W. 
Woodall, who had recently 
returned from Trinidad, and 
carried unanimously. Mr. Rust 
having responded in a few 
words,

Professor Carmody, on 
behalf of those present, thanked 
Sir Francis Fleming for presi­
ding in the regrettable absence 
of Sir Henry Jackson, whom 
they would all have liked to 
see at the lecture that after­
noon. Sir E. Noel Walker, 
seconding the vote, expressed 
the hope that something would 
be done, as the oil industry 
came to greater maturity, to 
establish an interest in it in 
this country.

Sir Francis Fleming, • 
said that there were several 
points in connection with the 
lecture which caused him 
regret, and the first of these 
was the absence of Sir Henry 
Jackson. If the same interest 
was taken in Trinidad by 
Sir Henry as was taken in 
would give all his heart to the interest of the Colony he was governing. He was also sorry that 
Sir Nevile Lubbock could not continue in the Chair, as his close connection with the West 
Indian Colonies would enable him to speak with much greater authority than he, Sir Francis, could 
do. He regretted that he had never served in the Colony under discussion, but had only passed 
through it. All that had been said about it by the lecturer had been listened to with deep interest. 
With regard to a statement as to the loyalty of the West Indians, this was one deserving earnest atten­
tion and consideration, because if the West Indies were loyal to us, it was our duty to have the same 
loyalty and affection towards them, and must bear in mind that we also have a part to play. With 
regard to oil itself, he could not help expressing his opinion with that of the lecturer that the time 
would come, and before long, when oil would be a most important material to value and encourage. 
He had heard with pleasure what the Colonial Government had done to help Mr. Rust in his work, 
and hoped that it would assist in what they all wished to see, the working together of all for the 
prosperity and welfare of our great Empire (hear, hear).

The meeting then came to a elùse. Tea was served and those present had an opportunity of 
inspecting various excellent photographs of the oil fields, wells and derricks, and samples of the various 
crude oils and their distillates.

Wlell 1Ro. 2 on tbe Crinibab ®il jfielbs.

This Well No. 2 is also situated on the Pilote River, in a clearing of the 
Virgin Forest, which is well shown in our illustration.

the Leeward Islands, they had among them a Governor who
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banana jflour.
Mr. C. Drieberg has communicated to the Tropical Agriculturist of Ceylon an interesting article 

on banana flour. Speaking of its advantages, he says its chief importance is as a diet for invalids 
and infants, for whom there is no question as to its value. The late Sir H. M. Stanley spoke in high 
terms of its efficacy in gastritis, and the testimony of physicians in India and the West Indies is 
forthcoming to prove its value as a food for those suffering from dyspepsia, dysentry, and similar 
adments. In a report made on a sample sent to the Paris Exposition, special reference was made to its 
suitability m cases of diabetes.
n Pr’e^erS estimates that 5 cwt. of fruit is the average amount required to produce 1 cwt of
flour. With regard to cost of production, this is stated to be as high as 40 cents, per lb. and /'60 per 
ton m India, though in Ceylon the flour has been produced for 16 cents, per lb. and <24 per ton \t 
T)Zt™flour in the United Kingdom is very small, and is estimated by the 
Z26 toks n r mPenT I“5“!146 at under 5° tons Per an™m, while the current market value is 
£e indufS i Ceylon —“s Mr. Drieberg is not enthusiastic as to the prospects of

West Jnbian interests at Westminster.
Reassembling of Parliament.

the after the Easter on Tuesday, April 2+th, and

Mr. Asquith’s Budget Statement.

r n Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced the Budget on Monday \ .
following figures show the position:__ g C Monday, April 30th. The

Estimated Revenue, 1906-7
„ Expenditure, 1906-7

Estimated Surplus, 1906-7

+,• x j c’ 1 , Disposal of Surplus.Estimated Surplus available
Sinking Fund
Necessitous. Schools ...
Alterations in Postal Rates
Repeal of Coal Tax ...
Reduction of Tea Duty by id.

¿"144,860,000 
141,786,000

¿”3,074,000

Surplus

¿"500,000
135,000
105,000

I,OQO,OOO

920,000

¿"3,074,000

2,660,000

¿"414,000Speaking of sugar, Mr. Asauith said - “
U“fTh^^ °f wWch has eXceede^ “ SUSt°mS apart from coal, is
yield of the sugar duty was anticipated in view of the short cton f A conslderable decline in the 
prices , but m the sugar world it is always the unexpected that T °f I9°4’5 and a consequent rise in 
of the industry from climatic and other causes were unfort hap,pens’ and the uncertain conditions 
convention and by organised speculation. (Hear hear) Th h“ade StiU more uncertain bv a 
was 9,302,000 tons, rose in 1905-610 11 83 a 000 tnn <-1 le worlds production which in in July, and the price of 88 p9er cent. Germtn beet which SPe^ulation to keep up the x alLe broken 

per cwt., fell at the end of December, 1905, to 8s ’ iid r» & ° end December, 1904 was ' -J*
crop was beyond all previous records. The result Yam fT’ ^Hear’ hear). The mcreaseY H ' 
consumption at home, and the yield of the dutys^^ac^ mcX^e^

Beet. Consular IReports.
Sweden^oT results in the increased • ( .

f väätk- /T ir •— *
’ ^riush W est Indies. The
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7Q 030 dUtieS °n gOOdS imP°rted from British West Indies 
year. 79,939 kilos of cocoa were exported, as compared with 738 
Cuban Sugar.

continued during the 
10 kilos in 1901.

valued Cuba “ Ip°5 was z,0^x80 tons,.
According to a well-known authority thTconsump&n of^uga'r

4 896 per cent., against an increased consumption in 1904 of 8-531 per cent. The total refined su^ar 
consumption in 1905 was 2,506,680 tons, of which the Sugar Trust suppfied a Htde over oneXf g

Sta Marta, Colombia.

COCOa pr°d,uced at Santa Marta, Colombia, went to the interior in roo4 owing to- 
amounted to fa o^lo Y & faiI“re°f the croPs- La^ year the bulk of the trop which 
X TecTj ’fT eXported to the United States and Germany, where it fetched high 
P ; , , cultivation of bananas is increasing steadily, fruit to the value of ¿63,703 having been 
^n7gt ""T SPlte T°f the mCreaSe °f imp°rt dutieS by 40° Per cent, theréwls no irírease 

f °f SUgar' ImmIgratIon for the West Indies ceased, having proved unsatisfactory 
dim costly. j

Greek Citrons in Brine.
The demand which has sprung up of late years for citrons has caused land owners in suitable 

localities in the Morea to devote their attention to their cultivation, so that quite a large business 
is now the result. I he citron is cut in half and shipped in casks containing strong brine. Last year 
from Patras alone ¿7,500 worth went to rhe United States, and, exceptionally, some 300 tons, of a 
vaiue of about £10,000 were shipped to the United Kingdom, which had hitherto imported very little 
Ot irom (jreece- In normal seasons, when the various producing countries in this part of the
world have average crops, the price of citrons in brine varies from ¿*17 to ¿20 per ton, but last year 
there was a general shortage, and prices, which opened at ¿"24 per ton, were gradually driven upto ¿38^- 

W. I. Bananas in Baltimore.
Until the year 1888 there was no direct importation of tropical fruits into Baltimore, with the 

exception of pineapples brought in smail schooners from the Bahama Islands. Now there are five 
steamship lines engaged mostly in bringing bananas from Jamaica and Cuba. In one week of 1905 
169,839 bunches of bananas were landed at Baltimore. Phis was occasioned by the rapid ripening of 
the fruit, and, of course, caused a glut in the market, so that the best bunches were sold at 2^d. to 5d. 
each. I he usual price is about 3s. a bunch. The value of the bananas received at the port during 
the past year was ¿"289,387, an increase of ¿"60,000 over 1904. The weight of oranges, how­
ever, fell off greatly and 11,572,676 lbs. were imported, whereas 15^859,175 lbs. were the figures for 
1904. Several lots of Cuban onions were imported in 1905, and it is expected a considerable trade in 
that vegetable will be built up.

Colonial IReports.
The Imperial Department of Agriculture.

T his report, which has just been published as one of the miscellaneous series, was forwarded by 
Sir Daniel Morris, the Commissioner of Agriculture to the Secretary of State in January last. It deals 
fully with the circumstances which led to the establishment of the Imperial Department of Agricul­
ture and with the results achieved through its working during the past eight years. There is also 
appended to it a series of technical articles upon educational matters, agricultural banks, and the 
various industries of the West Indies, many, if not all, of which have already appeared in the 
publications of the Department from the pens of experts. The average amount expended by the 
Department has been at the rate of ¿17,400 per annum, of which ¿5,000 has been spent on salaries 
and incidental expenses (head Office), and ¿12,400 on grants-in-aid. The latter have been used in 
Barbados and the Windward and Leeward Islands on the maintenance of botanic and experiment 
stations and agricultural education ; at Jamaica, in providing the services of an agricultural lecturer ; 
at British Guiana, in assisting experiments for improving the sugar industry, and at Trinidad (for 
Tobago), in maintaining a botanic and experiment station. (The three latter grands-in-aid were 
withdrawn on March 31st last). Education forms an important part of the work of the Department, 
as it was realised that substantial progress was impossible until the mass of the people were brought 
into sympathy with agriculture and received the proper training. In Barbados, Antigua, St. Kitts 
and British Guiana, the average expenditure on the scientific investigation of questions regarding the 
sugar industry was ¿4,000 per annum. The investigations were mainly directed towards raising 
seedling varieties of sugar-canes capable of withstanding disease, and of producing a larger yield of
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sugar per acre. Valuable experiments were also carried on with various manures, and the chemical 
selection of sugar-cane, the treatment of cane tops with germicides, and the effect of planting at 
different distances and tillage have also received attention. Details of the result of the experiments, 
which have already appeared in The West India Committee Circular from time to time, are recorded. 
In the paragraph beginning at the foot of page 16, owing to what is doubtless an error in punctuation.

the Commissioner is made to say that the 
1 methods adopted for extracting the juice and 

manufacturing the sugar, except in a few in 
stances at Jamaica, Barbados, Antigua, Mont 
serrat, St. Kitts, and Nevis, are still far from 
satisfactory. Having regard, however, to the 
progress in this direction made by British Guiana 
and Trinidad, it is obvious that there should be 
a comma after “ instances,” which, as will be 
seen, completely alters the sense of the para 
graph. The Commissioner adds that the 
raising of new canes does not cover the whole

Cbe Oil Well on $uat>aguagare JBeacb.
The derrick in this illustration is erected over Well 

No. 3 of the. Canadian Oil Exploration Company on 
Guayaguayare Beach.

ground, and that until improved machinery for 
extracting the juice and manufacturing the sugar 
is in general use in Jamaica, Barbados and 
the smaller Islands, it will be impossible for 
them to compete successfully with other sugar 
producing areas. At present, he says, “ It takes 
about 13^ tons of canes to produce a ton of 
muscovado sugar of the value of ^8 ; while in a 
well-equipped factory it would only take about 
92 tons of canes to produce a ton of grev 
crystals of the value of about ¿10 10s. It is 
also to be borne in mind that muscovado sugar 
is only in limited demand in the United States 
and Canada, while grey crystals are readily sold 
in any quantity. Remarks of the Hon F [ 
Clarke and Professor Harrison are quoted 

of the adoption of a system 
of central factories in Barbados, and the Com 
missioner adds that the same remarks apply to 
Jamaica and the smaller Islands.

estimates0°nE the Commissioner
estimates that about 80,000 plants besides

made regarding fungoid and other pests. With regard to fruit L " eXPerimen‘s have been
facilities can be provided, it is probable that fresh tropical frui trB T0” SayS that if suitable 
pears and papaws, could be regularly shipped to Europe from British ' ™ang°eS- avocado
Vincent, Barbados, St. Luci» and Dominica, and also nine^l r Guiana> T™idad, Grenada St 
the R.M.S.P. Co had agreed to fit all their fleet with Hail’s cold Ttorase svsT^ ’ he adds that 

Cotton naturally takes up several pages of the renort bm th yStem’
success of this renascent industry are too familar to need r^r Pro""g ‘he remarkable 
nee, the cultivation of which has undergone a large inerpa«^ J r e 1 Paragraphs deal with

. Rubber, sisal, hemp, stock, diseases of plants, agricultural t I '
with m successive senes of paragraphs. 50,000 to 70000 000/» and Plications, are dealt
ment are circulated annually. The Commissioner concludes ST T Publica‘i°ns of the Depart 
features connected with the work of the Department is th by 5 y“g that one of the most X t P 
“ m uplifting the several Colonies into the view of ^rowth of appreciation of hf>Tg
Country, and new markets and capabilities ” ^another and into thTview ofthe Mah”

year, while manurial experiments have been carried 
made regarding fungoid and other pests.
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IRotes ot Interest.
BANK RAIL 1 he Bank Rate stands at 3^ per cent, (changed from 4 per cent, on April 12th, 

1906), and Consols (2£ per cent.) are quoted 90H-

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended April 26th, 511 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.53d. per lb. ; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, I3|d. per lb. ; fine, iq^-d. per lb. ; and extra fine, i6d. per lb. Prices paid 
yd. to i7d.

IMMIGRATION. With reference to the paragraph in a recent Circular regarding immigration, we are 
informed by Messrs. James Nourse, Limited, that their new steamer “ Ganges ” is shortly to proceed 
on her maiden voyage with returned immigrants from Demerara to Calcutta. It was the “ Indus” 
which left on March 28th with immigrants for Jamaica.

A CORRECTION. In dealing with the results of steam ploughing on “ Caroni ” estate in Trinidad in 
our issue of the 18th inst., under the heading “ Homeward Mail,” it should have been explained that 
the satisfactory results were arrived at after allowing for wages and expenses and English ploughmen. 
The word “ not ” was substituted for “ after ” in error.

CALIPASH AND Mr. T. K. Bellis has received a consignment of twenty-nine live turtles from
CALIPEE. Jamaica by the R.M.S. “ Port Royal ” in excellent condition. These were the first

turtles shipped to Avonmouth by Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co., but thanks to the co-operation of 
the dock authorities and railway officials the experiment proved so successful that a regular trade is 
likely to be established, and Bristol’s sons will once more have an opportunity of delighting in turtle 
as they used to—according to Byron—formerly.

Coming JEvents.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.
Thurs., May 4th — Meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee and election, 3 p.m.
Tues , May 8th.—Lecture on “ India under British Rule,” by Mr. Arthur Sawtell, Royal Colonial Institute, 8 p.m.
Wed .. May 9th.—The West India Committee arrange a West Indian Court at the Colonial Missionary Exhibition,Memorial

Hall, Farringdon Street, E.C.—West Indian Club Dinner, Howard Hotel, Strand, 7.30 p.m.
Thurs . May 17th.—Annual Meeting of the West India Committee, 3 p.m.
Mon., June 4th.—The West Indian Cricket team arrives at Southampton.
Wed., June 6th.—Show of Colonial fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster.
Mon., June nth.—Cricket: West Indians v. London County at the Crystal Palace.
Thurs.,Junei4th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Essex, at Leyton.
Mon., Junei8th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Lord Brackley’s team, at Lords.
Thurs., June 21st.— ,, ,, >, v- Minor Counties, at Ealing.
Mon., June25th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Surrey, at the Oval.

Ube lEbitor’s EHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed April 25th.—Banquet of the Royal Colonial Institute. Lord Elgin the principal guest.—Remarkable demonstration 

for women’s rights in the ladies’ gallery at the House of Commons.—88 % Beet, 8s. 4d., quiet.
Thur April 26th.—Mr. Randolph Rust’s lecture on ” Petroleum in Trinidad ’’at the West India Committee Rooms , 

The R.M.S. Port Royal, from Kingston, Jamaica, reached Avonmouth.—Messrs. Elders & Fyffes 
Limited, " Reventazón,” 389 feet long (tonnage 4,000) fitted for the conveyance of bananas and 
fruit from the West Indies, launched at Belfast.—Hearing of the Yarmouth election petition begun.

Fri April 27th.—Mr. John Morley,’ principal guest at a dinner of the Eighty Club.—Miss Ellen Terry’s stage jubilee 

celebrated.—Beet 8s. ¿d., easier.
Sat., April 28th.—Beet, 8s. 4d., quiet.

Anril 2Qth R M S.P. “ Atrato ’ arrived at Southampton 12.40 a.m. . . f
Mon.’, April 30th.—The House of Lords reassembled after the hohdays.-The Budget introduced into the House of 

Tues., May 1st.—Statutory G^nera^Meeting of the West Indian Produce Association, Ltd.—Beet, 8s. 3Jd., easier.

Ube Ibomewarb ilbaiL
Since we last went to press the R.M.S. “ Port Royal ” arrived at Avonmouth from Jamaica 

j Anri I JtSth and the R.M.S.P. “Atrato at Southampton at 12.40 a.m. onon Thursday morn Pl the ’sengers by the latter were Sir Frederic Hodgson, the Governor

'«A; * 4fySd,»£A*«S'
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most satisfactory feature of our Correspondents’ letters are the records they contain of a decided 
improvement in the weather, beneficial rains having fallen in most Colonies. The inconvenience of 
the mail arrangements was still being felt severely. The Commissioner of Agriculture wrote that owing 
to the irregularity of the mail steamers it is impossible for anything to be done at present in shipping 
perishable fruit for exhibition in the United Kingdom. The advertisements which appeared announc­
ing the movements of the steomers were unreliable, and it was not uncommon for the vessels to be 
two or three, or even four days late. Sometimes they came in late at night, and left before the next 
morning. The Commissioner left for a tour of the Northern Islands on April 17th. Among other 
letters received by the mail was one from the Venerable Archdeacon E. A. Turpin, chairman of the 
public meeting in St. Vincent of October 9th, conveying the thanks of the General Committee 
appointed to protest against the proposed union of Grenada and St. Vincent and other matters, to the 
West India Committee, and expressing the appreciation of the people of St. Vincent for their 
action, which proved successful. We extract the following items of information from the letters 
of our Hon. Correspondents.

The Cotton Industry in Antigua.
Writing on April 9th, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner said that the event of the fortnight had been 

the presentation by Sir E. Bickham Sweet-Escott of the medals given by Sir Alfred Jones for the best 
cotton samples. The Hon. R. A. L. Warneford carried off the prizes both for seed cotton and lint 
while the other medal m the peasant class was awarded to the Rev. Christopher, a clergyman who 
has taken up cotton growing for the instruction of his flock, a most useful addition to his ordinary 
clerical work in the Island, and one that others of the clergy having influence over and coming into 
touch with the peasant classes, would do well to imitate.

The first: sales of Antigua cotton (new crop) had just been reported, and the prices farmed 
Had Estates" " P°Und’ the atter ex<^llent Price was obtained by Mayers, Sion Hill and Cocoanut

Welcome rains, amounting generally to 2-3 inches had fallen during the fortnight. They had 
not done very much good towards filling the ponds, but they had moistened the soil satisfactorily and 
should benefit the young sprouts and late ratoons considerably.

Barbados and the inconvenient Mail Arrangements.
. The Hon- For^er M* Alleyne writing on April 12th, said that in Barbados they were alive to 

the inconvenience of the existing mail arrangements and to th^ nrnk^iu c r . *
in the future. From the new time-table it appeared that therl Xns to be n Y T ^“^n.ence 
between April 29th and May 22nd, and the time-table was, moreover to TTst’forCthre<1 ^"T h°?le 
and he understood that in the event of the RMSP Co not ’ n- ■ f°r three mails only,
carriage of letters before the expiration of’that’period thev 3 ^r?' remuneratio” the 
altogether, and it was quite likely that if sufficient inducement did not offer" the T" lnt®rC°,lonial llne 
direct the transatlantic steamer to proceed direct to Southampton from wouldBarbados. This was perhaps not aTery likely Contingency bit Atha to leS at
once stopped any chances of the revival of the banana indnstrv 'Th * be reckoned with, and it at 
cohesion in the West Indies. He believed that Barbados woifld La 6 P1^?1 Posltlon showed lack of 
of ¿4,000 for a mail service, but that woCld bC o7 n?^^^ ° V°‘e f°rmer
and the Governor of the Leeward Islands had already persuaded hi^Counc^ ^sumed theirs also, 
there no chance of the Colonial Office taking the matter un ond wrif C to reduce theirs. Was 
what each would be prepared to do ? One of the main nnint« ™ 1- each Colony and asking
of 1897 was that opportunities of communication between the wZS^T^
multiplied and improved, and now, nine years afterwards the nndr 1 Indlan. Islands should be
worse. Were the Government utterly Jretessofthis ? P WaS materialIy ^tered for the

The news of Dr. Abel Greenidge’s untimely death at Oxfnrd ™ _
very great regret. It was only a few years ago thlt he paid ? t ln Barbado* with
warmly received. He was unquestionably the most talentedPman£that Barbados ha^ he WaS
long time, and his career was watched with the deepest interest Tt P™d^^ for a very
rank with the best historians by his work on the Roman Empire FnnTai h® WOuld take
would have been ; but he did not live to finish it. P Lnough remained to show what it

The following returns had been obtained by the writer ft™ tv •
shipments of labourers and tradesmen to Panama L 6 Emigrati°n Office, giving the

Ian.
Feb.

Mar.

18th.
5th. 

14th. 
28th. 
14th.

1906, R.M.S. “La Plata”
” • > “ Magdalena ’ ’
■ • “ Orinoco ” ...
” ” “ Tagus ” ...
” ■. “ Atrato ”

Total for present year to date

208
249
404
424
513

1,798



May 2, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
209

en°Ugh to account for the scarcity of labour felt on many estates 
especiahy as it included those who came up from St. Vincent and St. Lucia and transhipped at 
-Barbados. Mr. Alleyne himself saw between 200 and 300 labourers landed at Barbados from the 

- ikt ^°n Her ^°^eward Wage. They did not seem to be in bad health, but said it was getting 

r 1 ¿a o full rlm-’n x_____ r 1 1 . g many estates were often not able tof 1 S ,W°rk owlng to scarcity of labourers, and women were constantly employed to perform
tasks hitherto done exclusively by men. This fact would seem to go far to solving the question of 
the redundancy of their population, and would undoubtedly tend towards the extension of the cultiva­
tion of cotton. 1 his was already proceeding with gigantic strides, Sir Daniel Morris reported that 
the export of cotton from Barbados during the quarter ended March 31st last amounted to a value of 
Z 12»937- * his was nearly as large as the export of the whole year 1905.

A committee of inquiry had been held on the huge fire which took place on April 1st, but no 
report had yet been published, and after this long delay all its value would, he feared, be destroyed.

Die canes continued to yield well, and everyone seemed satisfied with their returns. The 
price of sugar was quoted at $1.45 for muscovado and $1.95 for dark crystals. Molasses 15 cents.

The writer noted with satisfaction that the West India Committee had at once stamped upon 
Mr. Churchill’s baseless and reckless assertion that the Brussels Convention had brought injury to 
the British sugar trade. 7

On the morning of April 8th a nice rain fell over the whole Island. From 1 in. to 11*7 ins. 
was the general average, but some got less and a few more. The ground was so thirsty that all 
traces of it had, of course, long since disappeared, and it looked as dry and dusty as ever. Still it 
enabled the trees to put out fresh leaves, and had done good to the young canes, while, falling as it 
did, on a Sunday morning, it did not delay the reaping.

Sir Henry K. Davson Honoured in British Guiana.
Sir Frederic Hodgson returned to England by the mail. We are informed by Mr. A. 

Summerson, who wrote on April 12th, that during his absence Mr. Cox will administer the Govern­
ment, and Mr. Darnell Davis will act as Government Secretary.

A meeting of the Court of Policy was held on March 29th. The half-yearly meeting of the 
British Guiana Bank took place on the same day. At a meeting of the Board of Agriculture on 
April 6th, Professor Harrison submitted a report regarding cane cultivation in the Colony. He said 
that the acreage of canes other than Bourbon was 21,481, an increase of 6,738 over 1905. In White 
Transparent there had been a large decrease, from 2,876 acres in 190410 1,796 acres in 1905 and 
1,416 in 1906. Of the new seedling varieties 20,065 acres were under cultivation, as compared with 
12,942 in the previous year.

Sir Henry K. Davson was entertained at dinner on Tuesday, April 3rd, at the Georgetown 
Club, of which he is one of the oldest members.

Heavy rains had fallen in Berbice and Demerara since the 7th, over 13 ins. being recorded in 
some places. In Essequebo, however, the fall had been under an inch, and heavy rains were wanted 
in that county. Crystals were quoted at 2 cents, nominal, but there were no buyers at the moment.

A year of Progress in Dominica.
Mr. E. A. Agar, writing on April 10th, stated that the Legislative Council was opened on the 

6th, and Mr. Porter, the President, was able as usual to review a satisfactory year past, and to forecast 
continued progress. Briefly, the following points were noticed. The cacao crop had been with one 
exception the best that had ever been produced, but the low prices obtained had been unfortunate. 
Lime products were the most important article of export, and the industry had practically recovered 
from the effects of the blight in 1903. The exports exceeded in value those of last year by ¿"13,700 
and the imports by ¿"6,000. The revenue, too, had realised more than the estimate, and in spite of 
extra monies being expended on public works, the year closed with a substantial balance. The 
principal public works undertaken were : a bridge over the Indian river, a passenger jetty for Roseau, 
an isolation hospital at Morne Daniel, and electric light for Roseau. The saw-mill had proved the 
success of native woods in competition with imported lumber. Crown Land sales had amounted to 
over 1 000 acres, half of which had been taken up in small lots by peasant proprietors. The most 
important item for the year was the successful carrying out of Mr. Bell’s scheme for hurricane 
insurance. More rain had fallen during the past fortnight.

Hotel Enterprise in Jamaica.
The R M S “Port Royal” from Kingston, Jamaica, arrived at Avonmouth, on April 25th. 

The Produce Protection Law was read a third time and passed on April 6th. Arrangements were to 
be made immediately for recruiting 100 additional men for the police force.

We are informed by Mr. J. L. Ashenheim, who wrote on April 12th, that the committee
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appointed by the Board of Agriculture to wait on the Governor with regard to the appointment of a 
Commercial Agent in London, was received by Sir Alexander Swettenham on April nth.

It has been decided, consequent upon the disbandment of the infantry militia in the Island, to 
increase the police force by about 125 men, and to train the entire police to act as a semi-military force.

The tourist season, which had been a very successful one, and probably one of the largest ever 
known, was nearly over. Yet another hotel was to be erected in St. Andrews, about four miles from 
Kingston, under the auspices of the owners of the Hotel Titchfield, Port Antonio. It was stated that 
¿”19,000 had already been subscribed in Jamaica. There was another scheme afoot to erect a hotel in 
Kingston. This was being floated by Mr. Fuller, the lessee of the Mandeville Hotel.

During the previous week strong winds had prevailed at Annotto Bay and Portland, and to a 
minor degree in St. Catherine. Some bananas were blown down, estimated at 100,000 trees, though 
this seemed too high.

Montserrat complains of the Mail Service.
In his letter of April 9th, Mr. C. Watson said that the withdrawal of the s.s. “ Sibun ” of the 

Direct Line, from the service of the Northern Islands, was deeply regretted by all classes, as regular 
mail communication could not now be depended on.

Good showers, which were much needed, had fallen during the previous week.
Nevis and Mail Communication.

I he Hon. C. A. Shand, in a letter dated April 4th, expressed regret that the condition of things 
now prevailing with regard to steam communication between the Islands and the Mother Country 
quite precluded the possibility of any regular system of shipment, and that the movements of steamers 
were so uncertain that it had become absolutely impossible to know what the next stage of the 
proceedings might be resultant of, whether to plunge them into a fresh vortex or to re-establish L waf 
hoped for, some semblance of order which existed under the status quo ante. Of course it might be 
asserted that the result was due to the action in the first instance of the Colonies themseIX bui even 
if that be so, it must be obvious to the Government that unless some reiniHrirv • 1 .1
interests of those concerned must suffer enormously, and under the present condition of th^cT’ tle 
any set back of this sort might prove the “ last straw ” Dmn<rht baS i j u. f tke ( oIonles» 
mail, and the aspect was critical. Only to one wL lived of the spoS 
difficulties that the Islands had to contend with from climatic and other f rea lsa‘lon of the 
said much for their stability that with so many adverse Zumstances "
their prosperity, they should have been able to survive as thev have Z F periodically against 
Could they but enjoy a short period of rest, good seasons and —r calamities innumerable,
now carried out by the Imperial Department of Agriculture they mishtXX attentlOn °n the ,ines 
position. Owing to the exceptionally long period of drought’ the crons^n Nevi ITT rFT" ‘he'r '°S‘ 
and the original estimate would be greatly reduced. This was very nnfnrt had suffered materially, 
that the sugar market kept low, and the opportunities of shippX XtoT h a” ? °f ?he faC‘
a minimum. PPmg cotton had been reduced to

It learnt with

The Crop Estimate in St. Kitts Exceeded.
At the last meeting of the Agricultural Society before Mr Ch 1

April 9th, the subject of greater shipping facilities with Canada V Sm,th wrote on
satisfaction that a steamer had been chartered by Messrs. Pickford m r.ou^ n UP- ----- -----
April, as well as another in May. These, together with the iRnd .fCk tO take on their sugars in 
their wants in this direction. SUa steamers, would probably meet

It was resolved at the meeting to form a Permanent r k-i
adopted by the other Islands. At the next meeting the Commit Committee on the lines

Some good rains had fallen since last mail, in some localities nonlinated.
wants. Crops might be said to be now about half-way, and the vield °r% an sui^c’ent for immediate 
excess of expectations. The young crop was very promising Th~ £°i m m°St cases had been in 
12 cents per wine gallon (package included), and a vessel would shortT^T ™arket had opened at 
600 puncheons. wouw shortly be loading at the Island with

Another Controversy in St. Lucia
In his letter of April 10th, the Hon F ,

the Island had had the effect, generally anticipated, of reducing their re^ depar^e of the troops from 
and the unofficial members of the Council were at issue as ^o tho * The G°vernor-in-Chief 

g°°d‘ The Governor was in favour of a whereby the defining of
but to this, the unofficial section of the Council was opposed A Am T overhauling of the Tariff
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»¡«h, ?”>“ ”” «—I,,disturbance.. F.bruJ, “th W ’ ™h»S «PPr«Khlng in severity to the

Agricultural Progress in St. Vincent.
I he ginning of the season’s cotton crop was, according- to Mr W NT j 1, 

Apnl zoth almost finished, and on]y a few X“ total wAm o°f
with for the season at the cotton factory would equal about u 7,000 lbs o £ AaS O ‘ 
this does not represent the total crop of cotton, but only the Sea Island From the 
Grenadines several thousand pounds of lint of the “ Marie Galante ” tv™ m RSt* V at 
and this would have to be added to the total when the returns were made up P °U d eXP°rted’

«¡iSSSWr 

had °Ut+°f 7a baleS’ °nly °ne S°ld at a price below l8d- Per lb- of lint and^W^s
had sold at 2od., and 41 at iqd., an extremely satisfactory result. ’ 8
r J he I??erial, Department of Agriculture were again undertaking the selection and disinfection 

of cotton seed for planting during the coming season, and already work had been started in the Island 
health 1fr°m W J h?/ reAahoed the highest price, and which had been produced from 

a As St VinCent had Placed the finest cotton it was though?
that there would be a good demand for seed from other Islands. *

The Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture paid a flying visit to the Island on Anril .th tn 
dlscuss with the Agricultural and Commercial Society, the question of dealing with the disease of anthrax 
and other matters. With regard to anthrax, evidence was submitted to the meeting of the Society as to 
the number of cases which had occurred during the last six months, and it was resolved to ask the 
Imperial Department to co-operate, and make suggestions to the Government as to the best steps 
which should be taken to stamp out the disease, as it was a matter affecting all classes of the 
community. At the same meeting the silver medals awarded by Sir Alfred Tones, K.C.M G for the 
best exhibits of Sea Island cotton at the Agricultural Show held in March last, were presented by the 
Administrator to the successful exhibitors. In the class for samples from large growers, Messrs I H 
Hazell, Sons & Co. gained a medal for a sample of Grand Sable Cotton, and in the class for’small 
growers Miss Huggins, of Golden Vale, was awarded the other medal.

In the absence of cable quotations, owing to the subsidy to the West India and Panama 
1 elegraph Company having been withdrawn, the latest market reports could not be given but from 

advices received by the mail, it was learnt that the price of good manufacturing arrowroot was still 
fairly satisfactory.

The weather continued seasonable, with bright days and light showers at night, and was 
favourable for the preparation of land for cotton. Much larger areas were being prepared for this 
crop than last season.

Trinidad and Mr. Winston Churchill.
The attitude of Mr. Winston Churchill regarding the Brussels Conference and his inaccurate 

statements had caused much indignation in Trinidad, and the following resolutions proposed by Mr. 
Edgar Tripp and seconded by Mr. L. J. Bernstein, were adopted unanimously at a meeting of the 
Incorporated Chamber of Commerce of Trinidad on April 13th.

2.

3*

That this Chamber desires to enter its earnest protest against the statement reported by cable­
gram to have been made in the House of Commons on April 3rd, by the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, to the effect that the Brussels Convention had benefited the West 
Indies at the expense of widespread loss and injury inflicted upon British commerce and 
manufacturers.
a. Because, having regard to the present exceptionally low price of sugar in the European 

markets, such a statement is manifestly incorrect, and,
b. Because of the incalculable injury and loss which must inevitably have befallen the West 

Indian portion of His Majesty’s dominions but for the abolition of the system of bounties 
which had pressed for so many years and so unfairly upon the British colonial sugar 
industry, and upon the Sugar Refining Industries of Great Britain.

That His Excellency the Acting Governor be respectfully requested to transmit a copy of the 
resolution to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
That the hearty thanks of this Chamber be accorded to the West India Committee for its 
prompt action in protesting against the incorrect and misleading statement.
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The Hon. G. Townsend Fenwick, C.M.G., writing on April 14th, said that a number oi 
showers had fallen during the fortnight, but they were too light and too partía much good;
otherwise the weather had been very hot and dry.

The sugar crop progressed merrily and promised to be a record one. Deliveries of cocoa had 
been on a somewhat large scale, and in consequence prices had receded, but they still remained much 
above the parity of the consuming markets, and with a large number of unfilled orders in the hands ot 
merchants, they were not likely to recede further. Fine Estates were quoted at 53s., Mixed Estates 
at 5is., and Ordinary at 50s. 6d., c. and f. Havre. There had been a strong demand for the latter 
quality for Europe, and consequently the price had been firmly maintained in the face of a weaker 
market for other grades. A strong demand existed for all grades of Venezuelan cocoa, and with little 
or no supplies prices had again risen. The reports in regard to the crop were very discouraging and 
arrivals excessively small.

Total at last report ...
Mar. 31 S.S. “ Oruro ” ...

„ 31 S.S. “ Martinique ”
„ 31 S.S. “Tagus” ...

April 3 S.S. “Prins Maurits” ...
,, 4 S.S. “ Maraval ”
„ 6 S.S. “ P. Frederick Hendrik
„ 9 S.S. “Obi” ..............
,, 13 S.S. “ Mecklenburg ” ...

Cocoa Shipments.

55,102 Bags Trinidad.
•" 1385

415
200 ,,

1250 ,,
” 1853

138
1350

15.523 
IO

1018

213 
479 
120
944

Venezuelan 
Canada.
Europe.

New York

Europe.

Totals to date ... 61,693 » 18,312 Venezuelan.

Out Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies and photographs 

of scenery or local events for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknowledged from time to 
time m this column.

Modern Sugar Mills. This is a finely illustrated book of illustrations of snaar mnrhm , t
illustrations show mills and gearing manufactured by Messrs. Manlove Alliott & Co I td f X •' "i ‘ ‘ "
crushing plants for different parts of the world. C° ’ Ltd ’ "f N‘ ««ngham. to fill two

The British Guiana Medical Annual for 1905. Edited by C. P Kennard M r> „ -
(Demerara: “ The Argosy ” Company, Ltd. 5s.: post free ss ^Ad 1 Mac' th ' ’ (Edin ), M R.i (Eng
the Zoo are no more, owing to the action of an attendant, who5filled up their tank wkh^tir °! ’ ■I'’ "-T
little fish, it will be remembered, feed on the larvae of mosquitoes, and Mr C Kenr^GibS T® 
presence in the ponds of Barbados might be the reason for the immunity of that Island ;he'r
under review there is a picture of typical examples of Mr and Mrs Million wh« 1 malarial fever In the b -ok
of New Amsterdam. The Rev. J. Aiken and Mr. E. D. RowUnd in one of the e *re ^«”‘1 in the trenc lies
that the fish is responsible for the consumption of gnophodeomyia Áikenii but the^t'5 ° " T ' the b< k ' ma '' fin : 
kinds of waterbugs as well as two other kinds of insects which feed upon lar 'Fkgent emen also discovered three
terrifying, but like the book as a whole, the pictures are excellent Other essa \
Godfrey; A report on smallpox, Acute ansemia, The criminal insane Catara Anchylostorn,ílsis 1»} the JI n. J. E.
each by an expert in the subject dealt with. Dr. Kennard had hoped to maU th necllmate oi 1 >eter Hall, and other art les. 
published, deal with the West Indies as a whole, but he was compelled to confina,nnual l 11 - the b-urteenth
replies from the other Colonies in time. Among the members of the West India r tO -Ca e1' rtS’ he did not re' ' ; r
medical fraternity, and each of these should make a point of writing tn ti^ a onTnittee are many connected w ith the
which is replete with interest. ° e Argosy Company for a copy of this book,

Ube West Subían iprobuce Association, Ximiteb
The statutory meeting of this Company was held on Mav

Hankinson, read the notice convening the meeting and the d' • e secretary, Mr. T.
presented. On the motion of Mr. Algernon E Asnina 11 T*.?^8 certl^cate and report were
Previté was elected chairman of the Company. fnX c’ ^ by Mn C' A PhiliP> H. L 

expressed the hope of the directors that the new Comnanv „,>,.'1,1 j°me remarks, Mr. Previté
West Indian produce of all kinds in this country. He pointed n tu tO- devel°P the demand for 
do much to help by sending their own orders for sugars and Wet I lndlvldual shareholders could 
and by inducing their friends to do the same. A wine and sni , ndlan Produce to the Association, 
of the business of Messrs. James Philip & Co., and this it was i rT?5 had been acqu>red as part 
export trade; and shareholders resident in the West Indies develoP> especially in the
correspondents there, could in this direction do much to »7 .k th°Se having businesses and 
hoped and believed that while the West Indies would derive ,the Association. It was
consumption of their products, fostered by the Association the s t” 1 bendfit from the increased 
good return for their investment. Mr. G. H. Pile made someSdbscn.bers f°r shares would get a 
muscovado sugars, and the production of a better class of lumn™r ¥ tO the standardising of 
Shepheard also made some valuable suggestions, and the f m g , uniform size. Mr. W P B. 
the chairman, proposed by Mr. J. Rippon. P oceedlngs closed with a vote of thanks to
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Weather Uelegrams.
British Guiana (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd.) April 25th. “ Heavy rains 

since last message, but now finer.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended 
April 19th. Port Antonio : “ 12th to 18th, fine.” Kingston : “ Fine.”

Ube /¡bails.
R . *he ARRIVALS per R.M.S. “Atrato” (Capt. H. J. Boby) April 28th —
P? dei M D R m i?-’ Mr- M ^Gossett-Tanner, Mr. O. C. Fitzgerald, Miss B. Mason, Mrs. Slater, Miss M.
Bryden, Mr. D Evans, Mrs. Fitzgerald, Colonel Trollope. Demerara—Sir F. M. Hodgson, K.C.M.G., Rev. and Mrs 
>s- Sae' Mr’ ™ H- Brebner, Mr. J. Cruickshank, Mr. C. Reynolds, Mr. A. Brand, Mr. E. Branscombe, Mr. Causton 
Mr Romney, Mr. Fraser, Mr. and Mrs. Woodroffe, Mr. T. Wilson, Mrs. A. G. Bell, Mr. C. H. Barclay Mr E Siedler’ 
Madame M. Hooton, Mr. Brock, Mr. Chambers, Mr. Banhof, Right Hon. and Mrs. Parker-Smith, Mr’ T Harvey Mr’ 
A. Gomes, Miss L. Nibhtt, Mr. A. Afzal, D.B S. Jamaica—Mrs.W. H. Lockey, Mr.W. Hulme, Mr. A. T. West F R.G.S. 
Mr. McNeight, Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Leyland, Mr. H. F. Morgan, Dr. W. Haden-Haden, Mr. West, jun., Miss McNeight' 
Miss Leyland, Miss M. Chetwynd, Rev. and Mrs. Schubert. Trinidad—Mr. S. Dreyfus, Lady Northcote, Mr. C. e' 
Probyn, Mrs. Hudson, Mr. J. Symonds, Mrs. Pawson, Miss MacKenzie, Mr. B. Sifontes, Mr. A. W. Holguin, Mr F A 
Skecte, Mr. A. Dreyfus, Mr. E. Carpenter, Mr. G. Hudson, Mr. A. O. Graham, Mr. Gaskell, Mr. and Mrs. Bowring, 
Mr. A. Savignac, Mr. H. Savignac. Antigua—¿Mrs. Greenhow, Miss Currie, Mrs. Beaumont, Mr E B Tarvis 
Dominica—Rev. F. Gerbier. St. Lucia—Mr. J. B. Thelwall. St. Vincent—Mrs. Dasent.

SAILINGS per R.M.S. “Tagus” (Capt. Lawes), May 3rd.—Miss Udall, Miss Murray, Mr. J. Boldingh, Capt. G. Smith, 
Mr. C. Greene, Mr. and Mrs. J. Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. de Jonge, Mrs. Plagemann, Mrs. Le Page, Rev. T. Gardner, 
Miss Walker, Miss A. Walker, Mr. E. Weule, Mr. J. Smith, Mrs. de Verteuil, Mr. and Mrs. Cleeve, Mr. W. Young 
Lieut. S. van B. Laing, Mr. F. Walter, Mr. H. C. Crouch, Mr. C. F. Andrews, Mr. C. Ball, Mr. S. Hickford Mr m’ 
Milton, Mr. J. Ricuarte, Mrs. F. E. Gittens, Mr. L. W. Gittens, xMr. A. Clarke, Mr. S. Siddons, Mr. and Mrs.’Sowray, 
Miss Bolan, Mr. Pietrantoni, Miss Hunt, Miss Halkett, Mr. A. Abello, Mr. E. R. Cheales, Mr. and Mrs. Silva y Silva’ 
Dr. M. A Angel, Mr. E. Angel, Mr. S. Salgado, Mr. and Mrs. G. Saravia, Miss Rodriquez, Mr. A. Ginsburger, Mr. 
Nachenius.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service.—HOME ARRIVALS per R.M.S. “Port Royal” (Capt. Owen Jones), 
April 25th:—Jamaica—Mr. R. A. Bloxham, Miss Blake, Mr. H. Conran, MissCohen, Mr and Mrs. J. J. Crane, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. R. T. Croxall, Mrs. J. Cork, Mrs. and Miss Garcia, Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Gamble, Miss Hislop, Sir C. Harvey, 
Miss Heighington, Miss Lockyer, Mrs. Langdon, Miss MacDonald, Mr. D I. Motta, Miss M. F. Miles, Miss E. B. Nowell, 
Mr. Peake, Miss Pinnock, Mr. L. L Roper, Major A. R. P. Russell, Mr. Ruston, Mr. B. L. Verley, Mr. L. Murphy.

/¡bail arrangements.
Outward Mails.

Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for 
Letters in Ldn,

May 3 W. I. Islands and Demerara Southampton ... R.M.S.P.Co. “ Tagus ” May 2, mdn’t.
.. 5 Barbados (for W. I. Islands and 

Demerara ... Liverpool Harrison Line “ Orion ” ,, 4.
„ 5 Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. ‘ ‘ Port Royal ’ ’ ,, 4, 6 p.m.
„ ii W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) 

and Demerara Dartmouth Direct Line “ Savan ” ,, ii, 12 noon.
„ U W. I. Islands (Northern Islands 

excepted) and Demerara... Southampton .. R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ' Atrato ” ,, 16, mdn’t.

Homeward Mails.
Date.

May 7 
. > 12 
.. 17

Where From.

Jamaica
W. I. Islands and Demerara
W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted) and Demerara

Port of Arrival.

Avonmouth ... 
Southampton 
London

Company.

I.D.W.I.M.S. 
R.M.S.P. Co. 
Direct Line

Packet.

‘ ‘ Port Kingston
* ‘ La Plata ’ ’
‘ ‘ Sarstoon ’ ’

Sports ot iprobuce from the West Jnbtes.
Barbados. British Guiana. Jamaica. Trinidad. Grenada.

Jan I to Apr. 11
1906 1905

Jan. I 
1906

to April 9
1905

April I 
1906

to March 24.
1905

Jan. 1 to April 14.
1906 1905

Oct. i to April ii.
190» 1905

Sugar 8692 6931 Tons. 25,853 22.520 Tons. 11,659 10,820 Tons. 253,960 157,55*Bgs.&Brls. 
, 348 1485 Puns. \

Molasses ............... 16,640 11,626 Pns. 1302 1558 Casks. J ... 52 Tres. t
( ... 103 Brls. )

Rum 
Molascuit............... 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Coconuts ............... 
Copra 
Cotton ...............

7193
2872
3300

22,038

4329 Puns.
2501 Tons. 
... lbs.

216,080

1,003,584

30,948
76,796

6,726,604

65,3O7

,179,310 Galls.

22,104 Cwts.
50,368 ,,
3,977,643

14,210 lbs.

2 297 Puns.

10,280,920 9,939,645 lbs.
10,240 10,890 ,,

3,218,850 3,176,740
3984 3193 bags.

37,97i 42,591 Bags

407 219 Bales.
2685 1736 Bags.

Cotton Seed 
Asphalt ............... 
Oranges ............... 
Bananas ..............  
Pimento ............... 
Spice ... ...............
Gold ............................ 
Diamonds...............

22,997
564

23,754 ozs.
1814 carats.

72,500,343
14,500,016

87,9*5

76,568,111
8,700,987 Bchs.

143,323 cwts.

39>*53 32.915 Tons.

S
P

IC
E

. ,2499 1762 Brls.
324 376 i-Brls.
174 333 Cases.
68 134 Bags



214 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. May 2, 1906

{The (Produce ilDarhets’ Summary?.
SUGAR.—F. O. Licht’s Consumption, Sept./March, 7 months.

1906. 1905.
Convention Europe ................ 2,450,000 2,210,000

F- O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st April, even dates.
Known world .............................. 3,780,000 2,720,000

F. O. Licht’s Estimates of Beet Crops. 
All Europe.......................... 6,970,000 4,700,000

1904.
2,430,000 Tons.

3,390,000

5,880.000
Sugar.—The liquidation of the enormous speculative account in 88% beet for May delivery may now be considered 

as practically closed, a.nd so far has been arranged without producing a figure of less than 8s. r+d. closing at 8s a?d 
Fortunately, or one might say necessarily, the holders of these time bargains decided to pay premiums ot ad to aid to 
have the time of delivery postponed till August, and 4Jd. to 5d. till October/December. thus preventing a glut of sugar 
being thrown on the Market Had this sugar been dealt with otherwise, we may well have seen 7s 6d or even less The 
same conditions may easi y arise in August, but in a modified form, and we shall not be safe until thi^ speculation in the 
present crop is all liquidated August being on the fringe of the next crop will not make it any easier to deal with and in 
the meantime Refiners and the Trade will undoubtedly continue their hand to mouth policy After then the wither 
being the determining factor as to the extent of next year’s beet crop, prices for the season r9o6/7 can then bl di^ussed 
but not now. All that can be said at present is that indications point to an insignificant reduction in sowings anih i, to 
the weather we must look to guide us. ana n is toin sowings, and it is to

The moment’s quotations of 88% beet are —May, 8s. 3^d. ; August 8s 64d 
all free on board, Hamburg. ’ ® ’ • 4 • > and October/December, 8s. g|d

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on
uneven dates are as follows :—

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

Total ... ... ...

Quotations of 88% Beet, ist May :—

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Business in

1906 1905 1904 19033,190,000 2,180,000 2,840,000 2,760,000
320,000 280,000 180,000 210,000280,000 390,000 270,000 380,000

3,790,000 2.850,000 3,290,000 3,350,000
8s. 3|d. 12s. 10^d. 8s. 9|d. 8s. 3fd.

1902
2,890,000 Tons

130,000
430,000

3.450,000
6s. 2èd.

r o * u * t r . ,---------grocery crystallised has been
ot the Budget, but Importers have shown no desire to anticipate buyers’ wank and *7=^ m anticipation
of 14s. gd. for average qualities. For a cargo of 96 test to /efiners^ floa^ °”

Molasses Sugar—Steady, but with little doing for the moment nriceq 1 f
is worth 7s. 6d. to 7s. gd. on floating conditions. ’ P C being unchanged. To Refiners 89 test

suspended for the last two weeks in anticipation 
yants. and nnooc ___ t , . 1 .

Muscovado.—There is little or nothing doing in grocery kind^ t 1
gating some 6000 tons have recently been made to Clyde Refiners chieflv\t rA g? sa of muscovado Barbados, 

cs^..«__ _ _____ 1 . . ' J • 3d- on floating conditions, basis 89.West India Figures since 1st Jan.
aggre-

Imports... 
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised

1906.
22,000
13,000 
18,000

14s. 9d.
Rum.—Stocks in London : 

Jamaica ... 
Demerara

Total of all kinds

1906.
5600

10,000
22,000

1905- 
14,000 
12,000 
12,000
20s. 0d.

1905.
7200 
6300

1904. 
17,000 
15,000 
13,000 
15s. 6d.

1904.
7800 

12,000

1903.
7000

13.000
22,000
15s. 0d.

1902.
17,000 Tons.
15,000
14,000
14s. Od.

r9O3-
9200 Puns.

10,100Demerara rum continues in the same position, ¿ur buyers having hefA th \ 
of 1903 and the first six months of 1904, when the stocks were nearly all held bv ® ?XPerience of the closing months 
Oct., 1903. business was done at gd. to gjd., and it was not till the following June tnT^' Same as now- Earlv in 
accepted 7d., and in some cases less. It is to be hoped this result will Xu that Importers, being tired out
London and Liverpool aggregate r4,ooo Puns., of whL Im/orteS ho^^ >ear The united

to give a quota ion. Jamaica remans steady at 2s. rd. for recognised Standi h"“5 m WOuld be 'lu"e misleading 
Leewards and other proof kinds are nominal. g a standard Home Trade Marks, but inactive*

29,000 25,000

Cocoa.—Stocks in London : 
Trinidad................. ¿9°6’
Grenada ... ... ... Zoo°
Total of all kinds ... °4°°

We have a steady Market, with rather more doing. Trinidad°haC » , , , --------- os 000
Grenada and other West India kinds are in some cases 2s. dearer owin? t^V S iade hetter demand at unchan¿ed prices 

he closing quotations are : Trinidad fair collected, 52s ■ Estate Mart the executlon a few special export orders
fermented 5rs. to 53s. From other Islands, fair Nativ^ is wo^^ 6°S : faTqV^d

Coffee.—Unchanged. Good ordinary Jamaica, 39s. to 4iS 48 1 5

99’s “=luding bo’s at rs. 7d. b5’s at rs. 4d 72’8 at rod 8
Of dar tO ?°°d ?ale' IS‘ 5<L tO TS- 6d” dark to ^od red « id to^ ’h 8d' tO 8^d Mace. - Also stAadV ^Sai’
middling Jamaica 60. to 65s. Pimento-Quiet but stead^/ ^Vof fa^T^^ G°°d to^

Arrowroot-Steady. About 150 barrels of good manufacturing St Vin 7
Lime Juice—Quiet; value, nd to is 2d Cnnr * j g St. Vincent sold at 2d.

alteration at 2s. 2d. to 2s. bd.cc Distilled Oil, unchanged at“ rfisr”dand d<!arer

1905. 
15.800 
14,500 
76,000

1904. 
23,000 
20,300
89,000

1903.
20,100 Bags.
12,700
85,000

Grenada fair, 48s., and

; value, ^20. Hand Pressed, no
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attitude taken up by the Colonial Office towards the Railway question in British Honduras 
affords another and a grave instance of active injury being done to the interests of the smaller— 

especially the Crown—Colonies, by ill advised action on the part of the Home Government. Fifteen 
years ago, with a view to internal development, a railway scheme, having for its object the opening 
of the valuable timber and dyewood country and extending to the South Mexican frontier, was pro­
posed, in length seventy miles, and having Belize for its terminal port. This scheme met with the 
general approval of the community, and the local Legislature sanctioned a bonus of £60,000 and 
350,000 acres of land to further the construction of the line. On the matter being referred to the 
Colonial Office, surveyors were sent out by the latter to survey the proposed route, who reported 
that the sum of £735,000 would be required for construction, although the conditions were of the 
simplest, the mean grade being only 50 in. to the mile, no cutting being deeper than 10 feet, and 
three small creeks only having to be bridged. This alternative measure, involving an excessive 
estimate, and coupled with stringent and practically impossible conditions, such as six-sevenths of 
this sum having to be banked before commencement, and no colonial expenditure to be made 
without their sanction on the part of the Crown Agents, was at once, and naturally, objected to by 
British Honduras, who failed to see why the Colony should be put to this uncalled for expenditure, 
and a further scheme was formulated in which the bonus mentioned above was raised to £75,000, 
and the land grant reduced to 200,000 acres. On these terms a well known firm of railway construc­
tors were willing to carry out the work. Incredible as it may seem, the scheme was vetoed by the 
Colonial Office, although it is only just to state that Mr. Chamberlain—who was then in office—was 
on his visit to South Africa at the time. Recently, however, a third scheme, backed by wealthy 
contractors, was projected, in which the local Legislature were to pay £3500 for ten years with no land 
grant beyond, we presume, what was necessary for the construction of the line itself. The line at 
its completion, as with the two former schemes, would be worked by the constructors. This was vetoed 
by Lord Elgin, and the Colony has now to be content with a substituted measure, emanating from this 
side, in which a short line of twelve miles is to be constructed by the Colony at a cost of £50,000 in a tract 
of country which may be suited for banana growing, and which, starting from an out of the way port on 
the coast, leads practically nowhere. Were the foregoing not stubborn facts, it is difficult to believe 
that such a serious blindness to the interests of a Colony could exist on the part of those responsible 
for them to the Empire. It is possible that a certain amount of traditional unwillingness to part with 
a large tract of land, to, perhaps, aliens, might have had something to do with the attitude of the Home 
Government in the first two instances, but this excuse could not be offered for the veto of the third. 
The Colony could have been provided with a much desired means of opening up a valuable interior, in­
cluding a fertile banana district, and affording communication with a flourishing and neighbouring
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State at a cost of £35,000, with no after responsibility for the line, whereas now £50,000 is to be devoted 

towards the development of a doubtful banana industry, and the Colony saddled with what may prove 
a white elephant. For many years past it has been a constant grievance with the Crown Colonies 
that their best interests have not been served by the traditional adherence of the Colonial Office to 
the system under which expenditure incurred for-public works must be through the Crown 
Agents, and it is a fixed and well grounded opinion that Colonial development has been consider­
ably hampered thereby. The present seems to be a case in point. It is inconceivable that a scheme 
so manifestly to the benefit of the Colony, sanctioned by the local Legislature and meeting with the 
whole hearted approval of the inhabitants, should have been rejected in favour of a project which 
at its best, must be an unsatisfactory substitute, and may be a source of continual expense to thè 
Colony. We take it that in matters of this kind those on the spot should form the best judges of 
what is wanted, and when we see schemes furthered by the local responsible officers of the Crown 
and accepted by the people vetoed in the manner and in the circumstances the British Honduras 
railway schemes have been, we cannot but feel that the interests of the Crown Colonies are not altogether 
regarded as they should be by the Home Government. British Honduras stands in the sphere of 
American influence, and the action of the Government in this matter means another goad in

STAnyWay’ h tends to a further weakening of the chain of Empire
In the old days it was a standing grievance of the West Indian Colonies that they were the happy 
hunting grounds of official patronage, but that was far better than the present "active indifferencT” 
shown to their vital interests. inamerence

1Rew Members of tbe West Jnbia Committee.
membemTt£Æ^ on Th-sday, May 3rd, the following were elected

Name.
Charles J. Tarring 
Mrs. Amy T. Storr 
Leycester P. Storr
The Ven. Archdeacon S. Edmund 

Branch (Antigua)
The Right Rev. Walter Farrar, 

D.D., Bishop of Antigua
Albert J. Jordan (Trinidad) 
Albert Clifton Kelway

Proposer.
Howard K. F. Smith

E. L.

Hon.

Hon. 
Hon. 
Hon

Marshall
Marshall

R. A. L. Warneford

R. A. L. Warneford
G. T. Fenwick, C.M.G. 
Forster M. Alleyne

Seconder.
w. Gillespie
W. P. B. Shepheard
R. Rutherford

Hon. Donald McDonald

Hon. Donald McDonald 
E. L. Marshall 
Colonel À. H Nourse

from Algernon1 application forms for
P all. Secretary, The West Indra Committee, r5, SeethingTa^Yo^candidates may be obtained

Ube Sbbress to Xorb mtlner.
t , rlhe public address to Lord Milner now lies at the West r j
Lane for signature by members of the West India CommittJ^mmittee Rooms, 15, Seething

i«« æa.“ " h°P'd -4» .1 th. W.™

The b Jamaica as a tourist IRcsort
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LI hundred ¡Pears ago,
“What is Whisky?”

In the spring of the year 1800, either from diminished consumption from the heavy duties,'or flarge 
crops, the accumulation of sugar at home was so great as to cause considerable alarm to the West India 
merchants, and it was proposed to approach the Government with the view of its Use being encouraged in 
distilleries, and of permissionbeing given for its adoption in breweries. A Committee for the purpose was 
appointed at the January meeting of the West India Committee, and at the following meeting on February 
T2th, 1800, it was reported that Mr. Pitt, the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, had been interviewed ^on 
the subject, and that it had been proposed to him that—

“ A Drawback of about 10s. should be allowed on sugar which, under Certificates and 
Cheques of the Excise Office, should be shown to have been reduced into Wash for the Use 
of the Distillers ; or that a proportionate Reduction of the Excise Duty should be deducted 
from the Wash produced, both by sugar and molasses. In respect to the Breweries they did 
riot ask that any Drawback should be granted (as it could not be done without subjecting 
those works to a stricter superintendence of Excise Officers than they are now liable to), but 
merely that the penalties on the Use of Sugar therein should for a limited time be removed.” 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer fully acknowledged the propriety of the claim, but was of opinion 

that unless it was thought fit to forbid entirely the use of grain in distilleries, he did not see how a draw­
back on the use of sugar, or reduction in the duty on wash produced from sugar and molasses, could be 
granted with safety to the Revenue, and that—•

“ Upon further Inquiries and Investigation and upon Applications made to him from other 
Quarters, it is understood that he had come to a determination that the Distillery from Grain 
ought not at present to be stopped, a determination which he has declared would in his mind 
carry with it great difficulty in granting the proposed Drawback on the Sugar used therein 
or reduction of Duty on the Wash produced from Sugar or Molasses.

“ In respect to the Use of Sugar in the Breweries, although he confessed that he did not 
think the objections made to him on that head insuperable, yet he did not intimate any decided 
opinion.”
The important part which grain, apart from malt, was evidently playing in home distilleries, even 

in those days, is interesting in relation to the question, “ What is Whisky ? ” and the fact that he considered 
that the “ Distillery from Grain” ought not to be stopped is an official recognition of the propriety of its 
use, even before the days of patent stills. We do not, however, see why the use of grain should have to be 
prohibited in distilleries if sugar were cheapened to the home distillers, and it suggests that even in these 
days the interests of the latter were antagonistic to the West Indian sugar industry, as they are now tn 
connection with the Rum Surtax.

XTbe flbail arrangements.
We give below the text of a letter which was addressed by the West India Committee to the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 27th with'regard to the Mail arrangements, together with 
Lord Elgin’s reply. Our readers will remember that in our last issue we announced that only one 
inter-colonial steamer will now be used in conjunction with the R.M.S.P. Company s trans-Atlantic 
steamers. This inter-colonial steamer will leave Barbados for Demerara on May 29th, arriving on 
June 1st and returning on the following day to Barbados. No subsequent departures have been 
arranged, and St. Lucia and the Northern Islands are now completely cut off.

The West India Committee to the Colonial Office.

“ My Lord,—I have the honour to transmit herewith the time table of the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company, from which your Lordship will observe that no sailings have been arranged lor St. 
Vincent Grenada and Demerara and the Northern Islands branch lines, after those connect­
ing with the trans-Atlantic steamer leaving Southampton on May 3rd next. From inquiry at the 
Company’s office we learn that they are not prepared to book passengers by these routes after that 

date' -1 need not sav that this announcement has caused considerable apprehension to those having 
business dealings with British Guiana and the Windward and Leeward Islands.
busmess dealingsw ,f be leased to inform Committee what arrange­
ments it is proposed to for the conveyance of Mails and passengers to those Colonies after the 
date indicatedP In view of the urgency of the matter, I am to express a hope that it may be found 
convenient to furnish my Committee with a reply before E.’aspL

To this letter the following reply, dated May ist, was received :-
The Colonial Office to the West India Committee.

u e t hv the Furl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of April
‘‘.SiR -I am directed by t^ * of St vincent Grenada, British

27th (No. 2/7), inquiring as to the Mail ariangeinentb
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Guiana, and the Northern Islands in the West Indies, after May 3rd, and, in reply, I am to inform you 
that Lord Elgin is m communication on the subject with the General Post Office, to which Depart- 
ment ms Lordship must refer you as regards any immediate Mail arrangements.

A x , “I am, etc., C. P. Lucas.”
a req mist to^infoJmlt  ̂ WaS subsecluently addressed to the Postmaster-General, with

Ube price ot Sugar at Ibome anb abroad.
„ AttemPfs a^e often made to induce the public to believe that as a result of the Brussels Con- 
abroadUhThereIhT ' ? 1 “ TS c°untrV- As a matter of fact it is considerably dearer
abroad than here. This is clearly demonstrated in a return just issued by the Board of Trade at the 
instance of Mr. Toulmin, M.P. This shows the retail prices of the kind of sugar most largely consumed 
by thework,ng classes in London, Paris and Berlin, in March rst of this and the last three years

t In^orce levied equally on imported sugar and on sugar of home production.

Retail Price of Sugar at March 1st.

1903. 1904. 1905. 1906.

London : Retail price . d. per lb 
If 

0-45

d. per lb. 
If 

0-45

d. per lb. d. per lb.
Customs duty 2
Excise duty .. 045 0-45

Parts : Retail price 
Customs duty§ .. 3-23*

3 
l-44*f

3|

1
co

Excise Duty 2-79* 1-44*
1-18*

1-44*
1-18*

Berlin : Retail Price .
2f 

l-02f 
0-76f

Customs duty§ 
Excise duty ..

——______ _____________

2-18
109

2f 
1-02 
076

102
0-76

.. æuôget and Sugar.
H. Curtis P^|d^^ Spencer

with respert^far tU^^ Exchequer, in his speech on the Budget stated 

causes,were unfortunately made still more uncertainTva ‘fo ,lndTtry fr°™ climatic and other 
lation, this Committee, from its long experience of the y a l vcn ,l°" and by organised specu- 
affirms that the cessation of bountief secured bWh^B ^'i e 6 mdustry> unhesitatingly 
one most material factor of uncertaint “ _ has eliminated
the world on its natural foundations of FreeX^ -^stry of
reflated by supply and demand, without the arbtaarvffidoTt ^ and left Prices to be 
and export.” ’ Tne arbitrary intervention of bounties on production

Mr. T. H Harf q . nbOSquitOCibe.
of Trinidad, describes in his 

caught by the sacs or bladders of a certain plant Thii hV^ PePartr?ent> showing mosquito larvie 
but the subsequent discovery of flowers enabled him to referJ-tu* tO°k tO belonS to the Characea, 
This order is known, to be able to entch «mail hlm JP^eritwith exactness to the genus Utricularia 
It does not appear to be recorded that it ¡“ab^to™? SUCh aS Rotit^, C^pepoda. etc., but
plants in tubes he noted that two of the bladders root mosquito larwe. Placing the
wards he found one newly caught struggling mos<lulto larva;, and shortly liter-

•*« lhe
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^Discovers of 1Hew IRubber Uree

realised from S to « 6d ^r1h TK Sent t0 L°ndon' New Y"rk and Hamburg, and have
exist 6d' P Ilb' « 'S prlce 1S remunerative, as good facilities for transport by water
mrthodo"^ r“1 ^tem °f tapplnS the tre^ has been discovered, as^y the
freelv Th.,, g applled the mdia-rubber trees in the Rio Negro district the milk does not exude 
fo lding in thSXTcTthe svstem ‘g"70" tO b<3 aMe t0 tap them “
Will brinl Lbout thXentS Fhthey employ for collecting the Balata rubber. This of course 
beginning to be felt exhaustion of the forests which, in the case of the Balata tree, is already

Hutigua Estates tor Sale.
Messrs W. W. Jenkinson and Sons, of 6, Moorgate Street, London, E.C will sell on Tune 

“ The Wnr^knd°^MUgU eStat“m AntlSua- The lot consists of a block of three estates, “ Gambles,” 
and ” Delais “ T i4"7 aCTeS “ and cIose to the capital, St. Johns,
acres On “ Markka » reL . ° DuerS ln the dlvision of Willoughby Bay, containing 767 
In view^ Treu^ twenty-eight acres of Sea Island cotton already in cultivation7
abihtt of the estates to fh b Factory .recently erected in Antigua and the geographical suit-

e of the estates to be sold for entrance into similar schemes, and from the excellent prospects 
industries111 Ase Sh°md attraCt the attention of would-be investors in these
tvniX^inves^ents f d c°fton &w.wers combined, the cultivation of these properties would form 
typical investments for small capitalists, the machinery at present on them being sufficient to manu­
facture the cane pending the further development of the Central Factory system

The cotton industry. West ^crests at Westminster.

. 1? Shackleton, Mr. Churchill said, on May 2nd, that in 1902 the amount of cotton
exported from British Colonies to the United Kingdom comprised only 827 bales of the value of -£4742. 

n the am?unt risen to 9438 bales of a value of £52,026 ; while the amount exported to 
all other countries, which in 1902 was 2093 bales, of a value of £11,467, rose in 1904 to 12,037 bales 
° ? vaJue »475- The figures for 1905 are not yet complete. The amount of cotton grown 
under the auspices of the British Cotton Growing Association was in 1903 approximately estimated 
at 1900 bales of a value of £29,000 ; in 1904 this had risen to 6000 bales of a value of £80,000; and 
in t° I4?2O° bales of a value of £190,000. The estimate for 1905 far surpasses all previous records,
and the total crop is computed at 20,000 bales of a value of £330,000. I think these figures, which 
exceed an arithmetical progression, are highly remarkable and encouraging, -especially considering 
the brief period during which the experiment has been made. The multiplication of the sources 
of cotton supply cannot fail in the course of time, by averaging climatic risks, and consequently pre­
venting unusual shortages, to exercise a steadying influence upon cotton prices, with a resulting 
restraint upon cotton gambling. The Secretary of State is warmly interested in the work of the 
British Cotton Growing Association. The policy initiated under the late Administration will be 
maintained and, I trust, pursued. The Government is in cordial co-operation with the association 
in the furtherance of its work, both by means of monthly conferences held at the Colonial Office with 
representatives of its council, and through the assistance which is given to its objects by the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture in the West Indies, and by the Governments of African Colonies and 
Dependencies. (Cheers.)
Customs Duties on Articles containing Sugar.

In the House of Commons on May 4th, Mr. Asquith, in reply to Mr. Channing, said the gross 
and net receipts of customs and excise duties on sugar, molasses, glucose, saccharin, and articles 
containing sugar during the financial year 1905-06 were : Customs—Sugar, raw and refined, British 
and foreign, gross £5,859,778, net £5,723,458 ; glucose, gross £163,630, net £160,882 ; molasses, 
British and foreign, gross £140,211, net £139,'643 ; saccharin, gross £40,080, net £39,596 ; articles 
containing sugar, gross £115,201, net £114,375 ; totals, gross £6,318,900, net £6,177,952. Excise— 
glucose, gross £91,460, net £89,496 ; saccharin, gross £13,144, net £13,144 ; totals, gross £104,604, 
net £102,640. Grand total, gross £6,423,504, net £6,280,592. j
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The Mail Arrangements under Consideration.

In the House of Commons on May 7th, Mr. Winston Churchill, replying to Mr. Mitchell 
Thomson, said: “ It is not strictly correct to say that mail opportunities for the Northern Islands 
of the West Indies occur only once a month at present, but His Majesty’s Government have the 
question of the West Indian mail arrangements now under their consideration. The circumstances 
which led to the decision not to continue the West Indian mail contract are fully explained in the 
dispatch to the Governors of the West Indian Colonies, which was laid before Parliament in 
May last.”

Agriculture in Montserrat.
Colonial TReports.

A Colonial Report on the Agricultural Industries of Montserrat, by Dr. Francis Watts, C.M.G 
has just been issued, in which the agricultural position of the Island is reviewed at length. As to the 
sugar industry which has fallen almost entirely to the level of a peasant industry, the greater part 
is conducted on the share system, manufacturer and grower each taking a moiety of the produce. Some 
attempt is being made in the direction of extension, but this industry is not likely to assume anv 
magnitude. The lime industry, the value of the products of which now exceeds the value of the 
sugar, has passed through great vicissitudes. Twenty years ago the older plantations were dying 
out from attacks of scale insects, and the new plantations established were in satisfactory bearing 
when destroyed by the hurricane of 1899. Since then the cultivation has been restored and the 
industry has again assumed its former dimensions, being of especial importance to Montserrat as 
bemg ihe only wage producing industry besides cotton in the Island. Cotton cultivation is spoken of as 
rapidly becoming an important industry, and Dr. Watts speaks of the development of the Island in the 
immediate future as depending largely upon this. In 1903 the value of the output was £1486 in 1005 
linnSe U4114’ i‘ind r 1S T. T §reat!y exceeded next y^r. Eight hundred acres are now in cul ti va? 
tion. Cacao cultivation, the attempts to resuscitate which were rendered abortive by the hurricane 
is being revived on a small scale by the Montserrat Company. Attention is being given to rubber’ 
which may have some importance as a future industry. The collection of papain the dried fruit 
of the papaw, an industry introduced into the Island bv Dr. Watts many years Igo ’is unfortunately 
suspended owing to the flooding of the market with large supplies of this drug from the Fast Dr 
Watts speaks hopefully of the future of this struggling Presidencv He enn<idL 1 + 'sary for the ideal welfare of the Island is an “ estltXageIS system combined 

proprietary body from which, if possible, the labour supply should be drawn. Interest ng diagram

Consular TReports.A Chance for Trinidad.
Stevensondehveri  ̂ C°nSU'

poods in 1902 to 25,743,334 in i9o5. -The Britishi companies connect
sentmg £6,000,000 of British capital, suffered severely during the Tmis ?h Jndustry, repre- 
is hoped that with steady work during the current Lar and ^S^t-September riots, but it 
may be recuperated. g nt year and - Present hlSh P^ces that their losses

The Citrus Fruits of California.

The citrus fruit season of iqo4-O3 Droved to be a rAOArri troni
output, the production being over 2000 car loads in eLesloD^ The siZG "f the
ended October 31st, 1005 the exports of California 11 Previous yeai. During the year3T422 car load! Of Lie 2^^ tOtal °£

bulk was produced in Southern California, but exports from Northem and CeLr cTt' 1 heJreat 
a marked increase, the output for the region north of tL V u I Central California showed 
enormous volume of citrus exports mav bJhett^ , athe Tehachapi being 1830 car loads.
forwarded for the last season being 11,105,864 boxes nderstood when reduced to boxes, the totalThe

Sugar Prospects on the Zambesi.

only relchinXj h^ ^5, the total output

influence in shaping the destinies of the Zambesi Valiev continues tn Jtf IaV-e a considerable 
important plantation on the south side of the river at ChlmbuAnth^ attract attention, and another 
IS projected. This undertaking has received a incest Company’s territory

acres ot land on the condition
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that by June ist, 1908, it is capable of manufacturing 8000 tons of sugar yearly. On the Lower 
7 year ^rowsiallower and more and more unreliable a^ a waterway thZre 

and it expans^s of land everY waY suitable for the cultivation of the sugar cane
favourable5 region h m yearSt° COme thls lndustrY will be very extensively pursuedg in this

Ube debitor's SJtarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.

Thur , May 3rd.—Lord Elgin’s speech at the Canada Club dinner reported in the Press.—Mr. Churchill read the Chinese 
Coolie repatriation notice in the House of Commons.-88% Beet, 8/2| steady.

Fri., Max 4th.—Announcement made that an ultimatum had been sent to the Porte requesting the withdrawal of Turkish 
troops from disputed territory in the Sinai peninsula.—Yarmouth election petition dismissed.—Annual 
dinner of the London Chamber of Commerce.—Beet, 8/2| quiet.

Sat., Maj 5th. Royal Academy Banquet.—Mr. Winston Churchill spoke in Liverpool on the development of our 
tropical possessions. —The R.M.S. “ Port Royal ” left Avonmouth for Jamaica.—Beet, 8/2f steadier.

Sun., May 6th. — Death announced of Mr. William S. Andrews, a former chairman of the W. I. and P. Telegraph Company. 
Mon., May /th. The R.M.S. “ Port Kingston ” from Kingston, Jamaica, arrived at Avonmouth. The King returned to 

London and the Prince and Princess of Wales arrived at Spithead.—Beet, 8/2 quiet.
Tues., May 8th. Mr. Chamberlain spoke at the Australasian Merchants’ Annual Banquet.—Beet, 8/2 quiet.
Wed., May 9th.—Beet, 8/2 quiet, Morning Call.

IRotes of interest.
Cheap Bananas. On the Easter Monday Bank Holiday at ‘Appy ’Ampstead, bananas in good con­

dition were being sold at 2d. per dozen ! What were they ? and where did they come from ? «

Seedless Oranges. The cultivation of the seedless oranges has created a revolution in the orange 
growing industry of the United States. Introduced from Brazil in the seventies, it has added 
directly §43,000,000 to the taxable wealth of California.

Sugar. The output of beet sugar in the United States has risen from 20,072 tons in 1894-95, 
to 283,717 tons in 1905-06. In Canada very little progress has been as yet made, 11,419 
tons only being turned out for 1905-06. The return of roots per acre was only 7.47 tons, and 
until a substantial improvement in cultivation is made there is little chance of the industry assuming 
large proportions.

“ Science Mr. W. G. Freeman, who was recently Scientific Assistant to the Imperial
Progress.” Department of Agriculture, and is now Superintendent of the Colonial Collections

at the Imperial Institute, is joint editor of Science Progress, a quarterly journal of scientific thought 
which is about to make its re-appearance after a lapse of eight years. In distant parts of the 
Empire, owing to the want of access to much current literature, more and more reliance has to be 
placed on such summarised information as it is the purpose of this journal to provide.

Cotton. Messrs. Wostenholme and Holland report that a good business has been done 
in West Indian Sea Island at steady prices. The sales include Nevis, I4d. to i5d., Angiiilla, I4|d. to 
i6d.. Montserrat, I4d. to i5|d., St. Kitts, i5d. to iyd., Antigua, I4|d. to i8d. and Barbados, I5|d. 
to I7d. There is an indisposition to pay over i6d. for “ Fine,” as users have sufficient stock to last 
them for several months. There is, however, a limited demand for really Extra Fine i8d. to 
l9d. For common qualities I2d. to i4d. there is a large inquiry, but we have hopes of obtaining 
iqd. to I5d. for these sorts for a while at any rate.

Molasses for The standard of test of duty for molasses admitted into Canada is to be determined 
Canada. Clerget’s method of polarisation,which if any invert sugar be present,will indicate

higher than the ordinary direct polarisation. The limit of therefore, should coyer all 
molasses from the West Indies. The Canadian Commissioner of Customs writing to> a firm of sugar 
dealers in Barbados, mentions a sample of a recent importation from the West Indies as showing 
no cane sugar «Either the sugar manufacture had been perfect, or so bad as to destroy all the cane 
sugar or fhe cane juice purposely boiled down with some inverting acid, so as to produce a con- 
centrated syrup ; anyhow, the shipment paid duty at 3 cents, pe
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Our Xibrarp.
w 1 TSTI,jr2: c?”©s and Manurial Experiments at Barbados, 1003=-5.-This Pamphlet obtainahln at th«
West India Committee Rooms, price 6d„ summarises the results obtained by the Imperial Department o^^^^
These have already been dealt with from time to time in the West India Committee Circular. P * * Agnculture-

Ube Wiest Jnbian Civil Service.
arrived in England on leave of ah

m the Colony from British Central Africa, where he occupied the position of JudX ?"ly recentl>’ arrived

Treasurers the duties of Receiver-Genera! and
Mr. J. H. Peet acts as Auditor. 7 Hunt’ who has a«»ved in England on six months’ leave.
reSumi?tV^^ B^h Honduras, left England recently for Belize to

theSeeTta^^  ̂ Magistrate of British Guiana, has been confirmed be

30th «»T“ala™ Tit ‘-e
Will act for Mr. Anson. ’ a11 salary- Mr. E. A. Bugle, Barnster-at-Law, of Georgetown
month^roS'A^rU DepUty B“ei™r-Gencral, British Guiana, has been granted vacation leave of absence for three 

assumed the duties of Ms.offiw^’ JustlCe of St Vmceat, has been appointed Chief Justice of St. Lucia, and has

Trinidad - Assistant ^t.q

Hon. Sydney Cuthbert^ Commissioner o°f C^rencyan^^embe? tf^h Acting Gove™or of Trinidad

been granted six months’ leave of absence from April 13th. f the LeSlslative Council, British Honduras, has

Weatber WIegrams.
n 1 1^, ados—(Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller) Miv “ xt
haTfX^e^

crop progressing satisfactorily.” Jamaica' ÏÏÎ TS‘ C> Tennant, Sons & Co I M^v 3rd “\v 'nches rain

Ube /¡bails»
Stanger), M^y 17Gonipailg.—OUTWARD BOOKINGS per R M S “Al
H. Delafons, Mr. Pietrantone. g ’ M Swaby> Mr. Westendorff, Mr. W. Hook,’ Mr p’H^Rnb^^r (C&pt- R H-

. xi. -n-ooercs, Mr. Salgado, Mr

J. G. Service.—HOME ARRIVALS per R M S “ Pc v
Major Bewsher, Mr. Bolt, Mrs A M Brown MahamS^ iS’ a?? Mrs' Abrahams, Dr and Mrs p°RT Kingston ” (Capt.

Kennedy, MisiKsbTMr/Lwton M^E^Lyo®^^^ Kutueb John-

April 1 to Mar. 31, ’06
” 1 „ 31,’05

Sugar 
tons.

11,523 
11,251

Esports of produce from Jamaica.
Cocoa 
cwts.

32,587 
22,237

Rum 
galls. 

1,086,636 
1,239,256

Coffee 
cwts.

83,910
50,724

Coconuts

7,101,054 
4,065,443

Pimento 
cwts.

89,667
143,627

Bananas 
bunches 
14,748,642

Oranges.

o 72,691,493
8,982,040 76,570,211
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Cbe West Jnbia Committee TRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,No. LX VII.

Colonel Arthur IRussell Xoscombe.

and proposing a remedy.
present run by junior clerks, and Sir Augustus

May 15th, 1906

Telegrams: “ Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Centrad.

Sir Charles Bruce has contributed an 
article on the Colonial Office and the 

Crown Colonies to the May . number of the 
Empire Review. Apart from his wide experience 
as Governor of several of those Colonies whose 
destinies are more immediately controlled from 
Downing Street, the distinguished career of the 
writer lends more than usual significance to the 
views which he enunciates. The total area of 
the Crown Colonies and Protectorates is 
estimated at about 2,450,000 square miles, with 
a population of about forty millions of inhabi­
tants. “ No wonder,” says Sir Charles, “ that 
for some time past there has forced itself to the 
front the question whether the Empire has 
outgrown its organisation.” Sir Augustus 
Hemming, who served for thirty years in the 
Colonial Office, and subsequently as Governor 
of two Crown Colonies, practically endorsed an 
article which appeared in the Times of Dec. 5th, 
insisting upon some defects of the present 
system of administration of our Crown Colonies, 

the Crown Colonies is at 
these officials “ obtain a much

The Times declared that the administration of 
Hemming stated that
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larger portion of authority and control than their position properly justifies.” “ These men,” he says, 
11 have not, and cannot have, the knowledge and experience required for such duties ; and it is 
naturally galling to high officials in the Colonies to know that their suggestions are criticised by youths 
almost fresh from school or college, and their mature and well-weighed advice possibly rejected on the 
recommendation of these embryo statesmen.” Another ground of complaint urged is the lack of 
continuity and constant interruption and reversal of policy arising through the change of Governors. 
The remedy suggested is that the Governors should spend half the year within the walls of the 
Colonial Office, where they would be provided with an office and a small staff, and the other in their 
Government; but Sir Charles Bruce does not consider this suggestion workable, as apart from all 
questions of departmental duties and routine, and far above them, is the personal influence of the 
Governor, which can only be maintained by tact, judgment and sympathy exercised daily and hourly. 
We are not among those who think as our correspondent, who signs himself “Hopeful,” appears to do, 
that no good can come of a Government Department. On the other hand we were glad to recognise 
the remarkable improvement which was initiated at the Colonial Office during the Chamberlain
But may it not be a fact that the Empire has outgrown the capacity of the Office Staff? Is it 
always possible for the officials to devote as much time as could be desired to the development of the 
latent resources of the Empire ? Sir Charles Bruce believes not, and he proposes as a remedy the 
absorption by the Colonial Office of the Imperial Institute as an integral department. Already there 
are four departments at the Colonial Office, the establishment, the Crown Agents, a nebulous body 
ormmg the medical side, and the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. For the last ten years the 

Imperial Institute has been maintained under the Board of Trade, its funds being provided by a 
temporary grant from the Commissioners of the 1851 Exhibition, and latterly a subsidy of <500 a 
year for four years from the Treasury. This, however, has now come to an end, and Sir Charles

uce informs us that notice has already been given to the staff. A perusal of the Bulletin of the 
Imperial Institute furnishes ample evidence of what has been done by the Institute in the direction of 

economic investigation m its laboratories of the composition of every natural product of the Empire 
referred to it, and there are, moreover, the valuable economic collections from every part of the Empire 
which were visited last year by over 100,000 people. The Institute is in short nn ’
!ndSrubbhe ^f 6 °h -he raW material °f °Ur VaSt P°SSeSsi°nS- Its operations in connection rX^otto^ 
and rubber are fresh in our memory. The usefulness of a public department must j 1 i 
the right man being found to administer it, and assuming that such an a f Y

lh.t th, 0„,b„,Le„ ” d uaZrr r “■
prove of immense value and benefit to out Colonies. apartment would

The spirit used
Thomson stated that

~ - - American

d'i™g a d>“"” “ Cuta ™ -i 11“h°1

Zoholun t4% alC°h01 by V°lume with 6% of water, but Prof.
of alcohol is 1^ kTXtTX“se Alth°Ugh the the°retiCal -Ine

greater efficiency of combustion whkhi hl h experience that on account of the much 
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product, which the Duty Free Alcohol Act for industrial purposes, again coming before the House, will 
place in their power to utilise to full advantage. It will be remembered that when the Parliamentary 
Committee sat on the subject a couple of years ago, every effort was made to secure the representation 
of the British Colonies, with a view to obtain the remission of the surtax for alcohol introduced from 
them for industrial purposes, but that the Treasury emphatically declined to extend the scope of the 
inquiry beyond Great Britain. There is, therefore, as things are now, but little chance of West 
Indian spirit being used industrially on this side ; but as the economic alcohol engine appears to 
be a fait accompli, there will be a considerable opening for the use of alcohol in the West Indies in 
light machinery, which at present involves the use of coal, and where, from the character of the climate, 
petrol is particularly objectionable. This would form a convenient way of getting rid of a surplus of 
spirit. Should mechanical tillage come into operation generally, there would appear to be no reason 
why alcohol motors should not be used for this purpose. Those estates equipped with continuous 
stills, and able to turn out a strong spirit, could in this way provide their own tillage power, and there 
are probably many other ways in which the local product could be utilised. Anyway, although the cry­
ing injustice of a distillers’protection in the United Kingdom precludes the West Indian alcohol makers 
competing with them in this direction in the United Kingdom, there is still, as we have said, some 
opening for the use of alcohol in engines of a light description for work such as the above, and no 
doubt the Colonial Legislature would readily grant facilities for denaturing in some simple manner.

Colonel Hrtbur IRussell Xoscombe.
Among the increasing number of Anglo-West Indians in this country is Colonel Arthur 

Russell Loscombe, who has recently retired from the command of the 1st West India Regiment. His 
family at one time were joint owners of the Llandovery estate in Jamaica. His grandfather, Major 
Wintringham Loscombe, served in the Island with the 18th Royal Irish Regiment in 1808-9, and 
another of his forebears, Sir Clifton Wintringham, Bart., served with the army which captured 
Havana in 1762. Colonel Loscombe, who is a son of the late Francis Russell Loscombe, of Heath 
House, Andover, was educated at Queen Elizabeth’s School, Wimborne, Lancing College, and the 
Royal Military College, Sandhurst, whence he passed with honours in 1880. In the same year he 
was gazetted to the 1st West India Regiment, in which his whole military service was passed. He 
served at various periods in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd battalions, and commanded the 1st from June 24th, 
1903, to February, 1906, when he retired. Colonel Loscombe has also held several Staff appoint­
ments, including those ot Fort Adjutant, Sierra Leone, 1882-3, Garrison Adjutant, Nassau, Bahamas, 
1885, and Garrison Adjutant, Sierra Leone, 1892, and he was also Assistant Adjutant-General for 
prisoners of war in charge of over 4,000 Boer prisoners in Bermuda in 1902 -3. He is a J.P. for the 
Island of Bermuda and for St. Andrew’s, Jamaica. It will be remembered that it was through the 
courtesy of Colonel Loscombe and the officers that the band of the 1st West India Regiment was 
enabled to visit this country last year, where its playing was so much appreciated.

Ube approach to Ikingston.
While most visitors from the United States make their acquaintance with Jamaica at Port 

Antonio, which is the principal fruit exporting port, those from England arrive at Kingston, the 
capital. ’ The town lies on the shore of the harbour, which is an almost landlocked stretch of water, 
protected from the east by a long spit of land called the Palisadoes, at the extremity of which is the 
town and dockyard of Port Royal. To the west is a frowning battery known as the Apostles’ battery, 
because of the number of its embrasures. Behind Kingston are the Blue Mountains, who give their 
name to the finest coffee the world produces, and which for beauty are unsurpassed.

Annual Meeting ot the West Jnbia Committee.
Members of the West India Committee are reminded that the Annual General Meeting will be 

held at the West India Committee Rooms to-morrow at 3 p.m.
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Jamaica as a Uourist ¡Resort.
Tickets for the lecture, with the above title, to be delivered by Mr. Albert C. Kelway, at the 

West India Committee Rooms at 4 p.m. on Empire Day, May 24th next, can now be obtained free of 
charge from the Secretary of the West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C. Having 
regard to the increasing interest being taken in the development of Jamaica the Lecture will probably 
be largely attended. It is desirable, therefore, that those wishing to be present should make an early 
application for tickets.

H Ibunòreò ¡Seats Uqo.

Recruiting for the Navy.

During the closing years of the 18th century, the prolonged strain of naval wars was telling upon our re­
cruiting for the navy, and a Bill was passed by which no merchant ship would have the benefit of convoy unless a 
certain number of men were supplied in proportion to her tonnage to His Majesty's Navy. The West India 
Committee objected strongly to this, representing that already in spite of the extra inducements offered by the merchant 
service in the form of extra wages, regular return home, and allowance to wives and families, the vessels in the 
West Indian trade in time of war had to be for the most part manned by foreigners. On March 26th, 1795, 
the appointment of a convoy outward being notified by the Admiralty, it was resolved:_

, Mr‘ NeP^an be informed that under the present Circumstances of the Embargo
the Ships for the West India Islands, cannot take the Benefit of the Convoy now appointed.”

And Mr. Beeston Long acquainted the meeting that he had written to the Lords of His Majesty's Most 
Honourable Privy Council, and said :— J J

I beg you to submit to the Consideration of the Lords of His Majesty’s most Honourable 
Privy Council whether the West India Ships now ready to clear out should not be released 
from the Embargo upon condition that the said Ships shall not take on board and carry out any 
Seamen His Majesty s Subjects who are under the Age of 5o Years or above the Age of 16 Years 
except the Master, two Mates, the Boatswain and Carpenter and One Apprentice for everv 

18 a^reeable to Act of Parliament which provides that no British Ship in time 
of War shall take more than Foreigners.”

And later on it was announced that under these conditions the embargo was removed and that the fleet would 
aiuy sclil,

1 ™ connection with this matter is that even in those days the foreign element formed a
very large propor ron of the merchant crews probably quite as much as to-day, and the present outcrytZ the 
British Merchant service is no longer the feeder of the Navy has its parallel. 1 y

H>emerara 1Rum.
A return has been prepared by Professor J. B. Harrison, Government Analvst „( R T h 

Guiana, giving the proportion of esters found to be present in the rum distillerH„ n V British 
during the crop year from July ist, 1004. to lune noth tone Th stilled in British Guianaas acetic ether^in the sam^ of’ruV  ̂Jined
compared with 64.7 in the year 1963.4, 81.5 in 1902-3, aid “4 in ™4Th Y me aS
rum crops of the four years was 78-3 parts of esters per 100,ooo parts of alcohol “e“ C°D ‘S m the 

I he Piofessor gives a table giving the names of plantations from whirl, o ithe kinds of stills used, their outputs and the contents of Asters This he Sampleswere drawn, 
crop of 1903-4, the variation in the contents of esters was very greal ranmnXm “ in the

per 100,000 of alcohol by volume. The mean contents of estere in I2,? 7. parts
Demerara was 59.7 parts, that of the rum from the distilleries in Esseaufoo 60 J t ?neS 
the rum from Berbice 76.1 parts. Rum distilled by means of ConHnnn 69'5 ,ParftS’ and that °f 
contained a mean of 56.1 parts of esters per 100,000 of alcohol ^volume th °f C°cffey StiUs 
and 105.1 parts. Rum distilled by means of vat stills contained a \extremes being 30.1 
100,000 of alcohol by volume, the extremes being 36.9 and 122 7 naris ^Eh0 parts of esters per 
results of the examinations of the rum produced in the cron 'of toor report concludes, “ The
expressed in the 1904 report that rum, a spirit produced bv he fi COnfirm the °Pin>°n 
by-product in the manufacture of sugar from the sugar cane of Masses, the

gar cane, cannot be judged as to its freedom from
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admixture with silent spirit by the amount of esters found therein. It is also not possible in the 
majority of cases to distinguish between rum distilled in Continuous or in Coffey stills from rum 
distilled in vat stills by means of the contents of esters only.”

It is interesting to note that the proportion of esters in the rum bears no relation to the market 
reputation of the marks.

Messrs. W. H. Chaplin & Co., in their Trade Circular of April 12th, comment as follows 
on Mr. Nolan’s Jamaica Rum manifesto, which we reprinted in our issue of April 18th :—

Mr. Nolan, the Jamaican Special Commissioner, has just issued a circular to the Licensed 
Trade, in an envelope marked “ On His Majesty’s Service.” In this, after referring to prosecu­
tions he has instituted, or may institute in future, he advises all publicans to insist on having 
Jamaica rum only from his merchant. So far as he endeavours to secure that only the produce 
of Jamaica shall be sold as Jamaica rum the Commissioner’s efforts will, of course, have our 
fullest sympathy and support. But when he claims that no other rum shall be sold, and states, 
as he appears to do in the last two paragraphs of the circular, that all other rum is “ inferior 
and deleterious,” we must protest and deny his proposition ; there is plenty of good wholesome 
rum from Demerara, and other British possessions, as well as from Cuba, &c. His argument 
as to the “ relative market prices ” proving that no other rum is as good as Jamaica is not 
sound :—these prices are subject to large fluctuations due to the varying crops in different 
producing centres, and to the-price of sugar. It is true that for the finest high-flavoured rums 
we turn to Jamaica, and pay fancy prices for exceptional qualities, just as with all natural 
products higher prices are paid for qualities which go to make the article de luxe. These higher 
prices, however, do not indicate superior wholesomeness. Any trader may, therefore, continue 
to sell other rums than those of Jamaica, the only restriction being, as heretofore, that they must 
not be sold as Jamaica rums.

jfuel tor Sughi* factories.
The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre of April 28th, contains an article by M. Bouvier on the 

steam required in cane sugar factories, under different conditions of extraction of juice and evapora­
tion, from which we take the following figures. The cane supposed to be dealt with contains 14% of 
sugar and the crushing with triple mills only, with 15% water of dilution :—

Per 1,000 lbs. of Cane.

Steam Steam given Steam Steam Coal
required. by megass. deficient. excess. required.

Megass with 50% Water. lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs.

Mills and triple effect 556.5 446.4 I IO.I — 15
Mills and quadruple effect ...
Mills and quintuple effect with

5O5-5 446-4

4464

59-i

10.4

8.5

double effect heating ... 436 —
Diffusion of megass and quintuple 

effect with double effect heating ...
Diffusion of cane and quintuple effect

536 403.2 132.8 — 18

22.3164.8with double effect heating 568 403.2

Megass with 33% Water.
520.8
520.8

A R
Mills and triple effect
Mills and quadruple effect ...

556.5
505-5

35-7
15-3

4-8

Mills and quintuple effect with 
double effect heating ...

Diffusion of megass and quintuple
436 520.8

71.2

84.8

9-5464.8effect with double effect heating ... 
Diffusion of cane and quintuple effect

536

464.8 T A
with double effect heating 568 103.2

We may point out that M. Bouvier 
with the several evaporators on their thee 
economy of evaporation does not proceed p 
that with plain evaporation the limit of e< 
megass with only 33% of water was suppos 
heat from the furnaces, both methods invol’

has calculated the different quantities ot steam required
metical efficiency. In practice it is recognised that the 
ro rata with the number of vessels in the evaporator, and 
sonomy is practically reached with a triple effect. The 
ed to have been dried either by the sun or by the waste 
ving far more expense in handling than the saving in fuel
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would represent. Applying M. Bouvier’s figures to West Indian conditions, it may be said that 
3 cwt. of coal per ton should cover the fuel required for a triple crushing factory with 15% maceration, 
and this agrees with practical results.

/Ibr. Gburcbill on tbe British Cotton /Ibovemcnt.
Mr. Winston Churchill was entertained at a banquet by the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 

on Saturday, May 5th, Sir Alfred Jones presiding. Replying to the toast of his health he said that 
the bonds between the self-governing Colonies and the Mother Country were now so strong that they 
were not likely to be injured by political partisanship on either side. In the commercial development 
of the tropical possessions of the Crown, the business men in this country had to go hand in hand 
with the Government, and the Government hand in hand with the business men. ^It was necessary 
that private enterprise should support the Government, and that officials of the Government and 
business men should work in friendly co-operation and render each other mutual assistance. Though 
not a banana eater, Mr. Churchill was loud in praise of bananas, adding that the industry reflected the 
greatest honour and credit upon Mr. Chamberlain and upon all those who were associated with him 
in the work of popularising and democratising the banana. The banana on the street barrow was a 
monument of efficient administration at the Colonial Office, and while it is not the largest monument 
or the most expensive, it is nevertheless one which we all of all parties unite to applaud and admire. 
The operations of the British Cotton Growing Association were significant and important but he 
doubted if the time would ever comewhen cotton grown within the Empire would be abundant 
enough to supply the needs of the Empire, or when Lancashire would be able to dispense with 
the right and freedom to purchase her cotton in the world’s markets at the world’s prices He is 
strongly in favour of improvement m transport facilities, and gave an assurance that Colonial interests 
were not being neglected by the Government.

Hn Opening tor Small Capitalists.
Cotton planting takes place in the Leeward Islands from about Tune to ■ i

time planters m Antigua, Nevis and Montserrat will be getting their land Tv a ‘‘ t 71
if any contemplating to go out to the West Indies to embark nnnn so that it is doubtfultor the z9o7 Xp. "in 4ew, however^ UemSy°in“ which“ u^X th“^ T “ 

of cotton cultivation, we may usefully quote some notes with which Ur Er ‘ w T 
furnished us on the subject. There are he savs oneX Js D 7 s WattS has klndly
£5oo to ¿1,000, who wish to take up cotton growing They coulTn^ohTl ,ran§lng from
Nevis or Montserrat. Two orthree settlers of this Hass u 5 i°a Pr°bably find land in Antigua, 
adopt would be to leave for the Colony some time bn A amved’ The ProPer course to 
planter would then see the cotton November' embryo
land in several Islands and carefully select what suits him ^7? reaPm&- He could inspect the 
having his hand forced by pressure oftime. A little experience of thT^ aas„to Ahe Price « ithout 
himself to some cotton plantation would be useful. ?It is a difficult 7 ‘f he C°Uld a“aCh
cotton land, for much of it has been out of cultivation for some t me Ind h T“? the Va’Ue °f
value. Naturally, owing to the success of the Sea Island cotton indn^ haS.Ceased have a definite 
increase still further during the next few years so that th» 1 d?stry’ Prices are rising and should 
their minds the better. Lfnd at present fetches f^ to mtendmg COttOn make UP

IOS. to £1 per annum according to circumstances There Jt Can be rented at from
in Antigua now unoccupied, and there is also some ouanfit hun^red^ of acres of suitable land 
Montserrat there is a limited amount, while in St. KitS ther^li^ Up' In
up with estates cultivation. ttle or none available, all being taken

XTrinibab Chamber of Commerce.
interesting summary of the va^ble^OT^Lnied^uWuri^g the b9°th’S '° hand’ and gives an 

question of the mail contract forms a prominent hem in the nrnc 7. " enerSetic body. The
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West Snbian Interests at Westminster.
British Grown Cotton.

In the House of Lords on May 10th, the Duke of Marlborough asked the Secretary for the 
Colonies if the Government had given the British Cotton Growing Association any facilities for the 
development of the growth of cotton in the Empire.

Lord Elgin, in reply, said that the Government felt as deeply as the late Government the 
necessity of having an ample supply of cotton for the great Lancashire industry. As far as he was 
concerned, he was prepared to accept the policy of his predecessors in supporting cotton growing 
within the Empire. If possible, he would go further in giving that support.

Consular IReporL
The Javanese Sugar Industry.

The area planted under sugar-cane was slightly larger in Java in 1905, but the yield was less owing 
to unfavourable weather. Progress is noticeable in the endeavours made to eradicate the many diseases 
to which sugar-cane is liable, the success in great measure being due to the process of careful selection. 
The best results were again obtained from the seedlings, the popularity of which increases annually. 
The foreign cane has fallen into disfavour and is likely soon to be entirely abandoned, while the 
indigenous cane, although yielding good results, proves expensive through having to be nurtured in 
gardens in the hills. As foreshadowed the profits made by mills on the 1904 working were in most 
cases expended on new machinery and the majority of the mills in Java may now be said to be up to 
date as far as installation is concerned. Many are now capable of producing, in addition to the usual 
qualities, superior sugar, which in shade and grain most nearly approaches the refined article, and 
finds a ready market in India.

Colonial IReport.
The Sugar Industry in Antigua and St. Kitts.

Dr. Francis Watts, the Superintendent of Agriculture in the Leeward Islands, in a report 
also published in the miscellaneous series, reviews the sugar industry in Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis 
during 1881-1905. He points out that it must be recognised, that, until the present year, these two 
Presidencies have been entirely dependent upon the sugar industry. During the last year cotton­
growing has made such progress as to have produced an appreciable effect in Nevis and Anguilla, and, 
to a certain extent, in St. Kitts itself. Although cotton-growing has made much progress in Antigua, 
it has not yet had any very marked effect on the trade of the Island. Up to the present, therefore, 
the trade of these Presidencies may be accurately measured by a consideration of the sugar industry. 
He deals elaborately with the “ ups and downs ” of the crops from 1881 and their causes, 
and his remarks under this head are illustrated by a table showing by curves the exports 
of sugar, molasses and rum, in quantity and in value, and the acreage under sugar cultivation. 
In St. Kitts, with the exception of one small factory, which has a vacuum pan, but no triple effet, 
the muscovado process is followed throughout. It would seem natural that at this juncture the 
attention of the owners of sugar estates should be centred on the question of the advisability and 
possibility of introducing modern methods of sugar manufacture. Along this line appears to lie the 
course of development in the immediate future. The fall in price of sugar has to be faced, and can be 
faced, by economies and improved methods, now that a measure of stability has been introduced by 
the operation of the Brussels Convention. In concluding his report, of which we give a summary, 
Dr. Watts says, “It augurs well for the stability of the sugar industry of these Presidencies that it has 
been able to weather the steady depression of the past ten years, while our survey of the position gives 
^ood ground for hoping that the future will be brighter than the immediate past, so that, with careful 
handling and judicious development, the sugar industry may be placed on as sure a basis as it has 
ever occupied ” With all of which we are in cordial agreement. Dealing with future prospects 
Dr Watts says it is only reasonable to suppose and to hope that a series of more propitious seasons 
mav a^ain visit the Island in the future as has happened in the past, and that the sugar crop may 
a-ain "reach, or exceed, the average of the period, 1881-1894, namely, over 13,000 tons a year. 
Doubtless, during the recent period of intense depression some deficiency may have arisen from a 
scarcity of money, whereby cultural operations have not been so well performed as planters could 

W1Sb" The stability given to the sugar industry by the abolition of bounties, by the operation of the
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Brussels Convention, has already led to a considerable amount of development in the sugar industry 
in Antigua in the past two years. The erection and successful operation of the central sugar factory 
at Gunthorpe’s at a cost of ¿"45>35&> and the conversion of Bendal’s sugar factory into a small, but 
well-equipped modern factory at a cost of some ^12,000, together with the extensive substitution of 
railway and tramway haulage for less perfect methods at both these factories, indicate a desire for pro­
gress such as has not been seen in the smaller Islands for a generation or more, and are good evidence 
of a determination to do the best to make the industry successful. Nor does the tendency towards progress 
end here. Two sets of steam-ploughing plant were imported for working the lands associated with each 
of the above-mentioned factories. These, by deeper cultivation of the soil, are calculated to minimise the 
effects of drought. Concurrently with this, we may expect other improvements, all of which must have 
their effect on the production of sugar and the welfare of the Island. We are, therefore, justified, he 
adds, in making some forecast of the future, and may reasonably hope to see the sugar crop in Antigua 
not only equalling, but, by virtue of the improvements now introduced, exceeding, the crops of the period 
1881-1894 ; that is, exceeding, on the average, 13,000 tons. The price of sugar will doubtless be low. 
but at £3 per ton, at which price in an average year sugar can be produced at a small profit, this is 
worth ¿"104,000, while there will probably be a steady increase in the amount of crystal vacuum pan 
sugar produced and a diminution of muscovado, thus increasing the value of the output. In addition 
to this we may look forward to those developments which are sure to arise when the planting body is 
stimulated to a degree of activity exceeding anything which has existed in the past. Increased areas 
and improved methods of cultivation, improved varieties of canes, and various other improvements 
such as may be anticipated from the intelligent working together of a well-equipped Department of 
Agriculture and active and alert planters cannot fail to result in beneficial changes. It is clear that 
the sugar industry is to be improved by progress rather than by diminished expenditure and pettv 
economies, though there is no margin for extravagant or unproductive expenditure. During the 
past ten years economy and reduction have been carried out almost drastically. The time now appears 
to have arrived for an effort at progress and increased expenditure in order to place the sugar industry 
on a sound footing, which could undoubtedly be reached, if it were not for the element of uncertainty 
mtroduced by unpropitious seasons. While, therefore, but a relatively small margin exists ?he 
choice appears to he between reduction and the ultimate extinction of the sugar industry on tlw one 
hand and on the other, the development of the industry along sound lines of progrSs lending Dr 
Watts believes, to its being placed upon a stable footing, and thus providin- a rP^nnd 1' g’ f
livelihood to those of all classes nowengaged in it. ItwouldPmnPaAhaf^ A sure means of 
decision has been cast in favour of the latter alternative and t l P^r th?1 I? AntlSua’ at least, a 
sympathetic support and mutual co-operation of the Government and of'ke proprietors of estates!

better to tbe EOitor.
To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Dear Sir,—Careful consideration of the recent papers read bv Sir t 1 u ,
from the Imperial point of view a proper appreciation of the value of the wAiLubbock and Miss de Thierry shows that 
wa ntingand it is common knowledge that the Colonial Office, as the admiffistrj T b7 tbe ImPorial Government is 
West Indian portion of the Empire, is far from efficient, nor has it a heakhvconethe Crown Colonies in the 

Are West Indians and those who have large interest in the various Islands P 7 ° S dutles to"ards them.
now? The answer must be left to them, but at least suggestions can be mlde and n“ 1° ma“ers «° on " ,he' d° 
he assistance of your Committee recommendations can be made to ih,- ne i'OPTIS d,sc“^d and I believe will, 

Sy T Govern™e°t ls at fault it is at least not certain^hat the effectlve nature. While it is clear 
sentations to Parliament. my case to lay any on individual^ s^^

A correspondent some months ago urged upon vour xu
o£ of hoIding in a

an Advisory Council for the West Indies, which Council bv thTT • the necessitY of asking the Governm-n. . . ■ .
d^^ am°ngS‘ °‘her dU"eS ‘ directly - 4-“

Coloni^e^ 4 S~y of State can give personal

junior permanent officials whose sole claim to a knowledge oTthelmPortant matters are actuaiv dhno-H ?

»■ -ate®
spared Venice sy^ a valuable assT^t^mind that the

In addressing^ letter to^^^^^^ginhabS: ”° should be

j leaaers who know the facts
as well or better than I do,
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there is consequently no necessity to quote instances, it is sufficient to ask you to take such steps as may be thought fit to 
ascertain the views of the members of the Committee upon these two points, namely, the holding of a Conference and the 
appointment of a West Indian Advisory Council.

Your obedient servant,
Hopeful.

[We shall be glad to receive the views of our readers in the West Indies on this subject, 
which is certainly one which admits of discussion and consideration. We assume that “ Hopeful ” 
has in his mind a Council on the lines of the India Council, which would be established on an 
efficient basis and advise the Government on such matters as appointments, &c. On matters of 
general policy it certainly seems to us that the West India Committee should be able adequately to 
express the views of the Colonies. What we feel is wanted is a closer co-operation among the Colonies 
themselves.—Ed.]

Ube JEbitor’s EHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.

Wed,, May

Tnurs., May

Frid., May
Sat., May

Sun., May

Mon., May

Tues., May

9th.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer spoke at the dinner of the Association of Bankers.—88 % Beet, 
8s. igd., easier.

10th.—The Duma, the new Russian Legislative Body, opened at St. Petersburg.—Education Bill read a 
second time in the House of Commons, the opposition Amendment being defeated by a majority of 
206 (410 against 204).—Bank rate unchanged 4%.—Beet, 8s. i£d., steady.

nth.—Mr. Chamberlain presided at the annual meeting of the Liberal Union Club.—Beet, 8s. i^d., easier.
12th.—The Sultan complied with B.itish demands as to the evacuation of Tabah, and the delimitation of the 

Egyptian frontier.—Beet, morning call, 8s. id., flat.
13th.—Thanksgiving Service at Westminster Abbey for the return of the Prince of Wales from India.—His 

Honour Sir Robert Bromley, Bart., died at St. Kitts.
14th.—Sir Edward Grey made a statement in the House of Commons with regard to the negotiations with 

Turkey.—Beet, 8s. id., quiet.
15th.—Dulwich bye-Election : Bonar Law (U. and T. R.), 6,709 ; Williamson (L.), 5,430. Majority 1,279. 

—Beet, 8s. Jd., flat.

Coming lEvents.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.

Thurs., May 17th.—Annual Meeting of the West India Committee, 3 p.m.
Thurs., May 24th.—Lecture on “Jamaica as a Tourist Resort,’’ by Mr. A. C. Kelway, at the West India Committee

Rooms, 4 p.m.
Wed., May 30th.—Annual Meeting of the R.M.S.P. Co.
Mon., June 4th.—The West Indian Cricket team arrives at Southampton.
Wed., June 6th.—Show of Colonial fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster.
Mon., June nth.—Cricket: West Indians v. London County at the Crystal Palace.
Thurs., June 14th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Essex, at Leyton.
Mon., JuneiSfh.— ,, ,, ,, v. Lord Brackley’s team, at Lords.
Thurs., June21st.— ,, ,, ,, v. Minor Counties, at Ealing.
Mon., June25th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Surrey, at the Oval.

IRotes of Interest.
WEDDING. We have to congratulate Mr. Alfred M. Low upon his marriage to Miss Isolt 

Lechmere Guppy.
ASPHALT. The tender of the Trinidad Lake Asphalt Paving Company, Ltd., has been accepted 

for street paving work in the Metropolitan Borough of Lambeth.
LOCAL ENTERPRISE. A pioneer company, with a capital of ^5,000, has been formed in Trinidad to 
manufacture cocoa grown locally. Mr. W. J. S. Tucker is Chairman of the Board of Directors.

ZULU SUGAR. The Minister of Agriculture, Pietermaritsburg, has issued a notice throwing open 
for occupation by sugar planters certain lots of the Zululand coast lands, in all about 8,000 acres, 
for lease at is. a year rental for 99 years.
FRENCH SUGAR TAX. The French Budget Law for 1906 provides that from September 1st, 1906, the 

“refinin-tax” on sugar is to be reduced from 2 frs. to 1 fr. per 100 kdos (iod. to 5d. per cwt.) of 
refined sugar. This tax is levied on all refined sugars imported into or refined in France.
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COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended May 10th, 558 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.63d. per lb. ; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, 133d. per lb. ; fine, iq^d. per lb. ; and extra fine, i6d. per lb. IPrices paid
9M. to 2od.

USE FOR SUGAR. The Gazette de Cologne gives a new industrial application of sugar, viz. the extrac- 
* ' is roasted, water added,tion of zinc ore by means of sugar solutions. The càlcarious calamine

and the lime extracted by a solution of sugar. The residue includes all the zinc which is separated by
filtration. The sugar is subsequently recovered and used for further extraction.

JAMAICA AND Mr. Eliot Arthur de Pass and Mr. William Gillespie have been appointed to represent 
THE CABLES. Jamaica at the Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire in July. They have

been instructed to support the scheme for direct cable communication between England, the West Indies 
and British Guiana, and also to urge the Imperial Government to contribute to all British cables.

MR G. B. MASON. His many friends will be glad to learn that Mr. Gerald B. Mason, Magistrate and 
Medical Officer of Anguilla, is to be married on June 5th to Miss Betty Rey. The family of the 
bride elect, like that of the bridegroom, has been connected for many years with the West Indies, 
while Mr. Mason is well known as founder of the West Indian Club. Our readers will join with us 
in offering to him sincere congratulations.

FOR SCIENTISTS. The French Syndicate of Sugar Manufacturers has voted a prize of ¿"4,000 to the 
object of stimulating research in the direction of new methods for employing sugar industrially. The 
terms are that the new application of sugar must be made solely for industrial purposes, not for the 
manufacture of any form of food, and the prize will not be awarded until 100,000 tons of sugar have 
been thus utilised. The more uses for sugar the better !

SLAVE GROWN Since the appearance of Mr. Nevinson’s article on the Portuguese slave trade in 
COCOA. Africa, which was published a few months’ back in Harpers' Magazine, one of the 

great American cocoa manufacturers has written to him to say that in consequence of the article he 
has stopped the importation of San I home cocoa. Will British manufacturers not follow suit 5 
Tropical Life gives the shipments into Great Britain for the first three months of the present year as 
99,346 from San Thome as against 153,447 bags from the British West Indies.

HOTEL FOR JAMAICA. A ^Company,^ entitled^ the St Andrew Hotels Company, has been registered in 
2* , i ’ ""—“• 1 he ^rst llotel to be erected under its

called the St. Andrew Hotel, and the site will probably be near the Hope Road 
The directorate comprises Mr. A. McDowell Nathan, Mr. Alfred Pawsev Mr I 
i M5-. Aston W. Gardner, Mr. Fred L. Myers and Capt. W.

Half the capital, which is £40,000, has, it is understood, already been subscribed

Jamaica for the purpose of conducting hotels in that Island, 
auspices will, be
electric car line. 
Hunter McNish, 
Peploe Forwood. 
locally.
W. I. CLUB DINNER.. , . . At the West Indian Club dinner on Wednesday, May 9th, Mr. Algernon E \sninall
presided and amongst those present were Mr. Arthur a’Beckett Mr C T Berthon M, \vx 
Black, Brigadier-Gen. W. A. Collings, Mr. Edward R. Davson MrC Edwards Mr W x' M 
Goode, Mr. H. A. Hood-Daniel, Mr. J. Howard, Mr. A. C. KelwayMrÄr X T il' 1 

Mr. R J Morris, Mr. A. McD. Nathan, Col. A. H. Nourse, Mn G H Pde Mr H \ "
Mr. H. F. Previte, Capt. W. W. Rhodes, Mr. T. Rippon, Mr R Rutherford r * t A' 1 ' T’ 
Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, Mr. W. P. Simon, Mr. F. A; Skeete Mr E Stnrridcr m ? u ! •’ ,Scard’ 
Mr. H. B. Swan, Mr. Chas. Wilson and Mr. C. L. Wingrove. ’ ' °e’ ( * S°^ornon>

........

Steam Navigation Co. realised that to maintain tt service in that-the Pacific
necessary to build bigger boats, and as they were alreadv bnildinJP t st*te of efficiency R wou|d be 
did not see their way to extend operations in this direction exte“?lvely for other service, they 

their g°'ahead P°Hcy “ the East the

March r9th,
announced that : “ An Englifh Guineaman lately put into Surinam ^pers, in which it was
received a Britifh Garrifon ; the crew were made prifoners hm V " h® lmPyeffion that it had 
Vincents.’ What a welcome cartel, and how different it must h K a cartel at St’
after years so nearly proved the ruin of several of our West India Grdn’ beenTto the cartels which in 
was a letter from Commodore Hood, Commander-in-chiefof HUM / • Inv another column there 

’ Ot Hls Majesty s ships and vessels in the
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Leeward Islands, to William Marsden, Esq., dated at Martinique, giving copies of letters from a 
Captain Nourse of His Majesty’s sloop “ Cyane,” with an account of the capture of a privateer of 
eight guns and eighty-four men, and recapture of a valuable Guineaman. This Captain Nourse was 
an ancestor of one of our most loyal Members, Colonel Nourse, who owns Ashbury Estate in 
Barbados.

OH! SO GOOD Dr. Francis Bond puts in a word for his “ venerable old friend, Jamaica rum” in a 
FOR .... recent issue of the Lancet. When married to milk he believes that a combination

results which, like all well assorted unions, brings out to advantage the good qualities of both parties 
to the alliance. Taken wisely and not too well rum is hard to beat as a remedy for dyspeptics, and the 
indigestion must be a very hopeless one which will not yield to a diet of a small cup of warm milk to 
which a teaspoonful of rum has been added. Dr. Meredith Young in the succeeding number continued 
the discussion, and quoted authorities to show that Jamaica rum has a more decided action than either 
brandy, whisky or gin, in increasing the amount of carbonic acid given off the system. Dr. Edward 
Smith used to state that rum and milk was “ the most powerful restorative with which he is 
acquainted” and Dr. James Inman held that “for internal use in cases of phthisis and similar 
diseases rum and milk is far better as a means of supplying fat to the body than cod liver oil.” . The 
rum used must, however, be Jamaica rum.

Ube Ibomewarb /ibail.
Lord and Lady Harewood, Mr. Justice Vickers, the Hon. E. Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. Michael de 

Cordova, Mr. and Mrs. O’Connor de Cordova, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. de Costa, and Mr. Horace Myers 
were among the large number 
of passengers from Jamaica 
who arrived at Avonmouth 
on Monday, May 7th. The 
R.M.S.P. “La Plata” reached 
Southampton at 10.45 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 13th, but the 
mails, which were unusually 
heavy, were not delivered in 
London until after midday on 
Monday. The exodus of 
labourers to Panama showed 
no signs of abating, and a 
feature of danger is that many 
returning labourers from the 
Isthmus are affected with a 
malignant form of malaria, a 
matter into which we are now 
making further inquiries. We 
extract the following items of 
interest from the letters of our 
Hon. Correspondents

Sugar Cane Farming in 

Antigua.
[Jose Anjo.

Photp] Cbe Members of tbe Antigua 2>iocesan Spnob.
The 13th Synod of the Diocese of Antigua, assembled in the Cathedral of 

St John early in the year. In this group many well-known faces will be recog­
nised. The Right Rev. Walter Farrar, D.D., the Bishop of Antigua, is seated 

in the middle of the top row.

inThe sugar crop was 
full swing when the Hon. A.
St. G. Spooner wrote on 
April 25th, and the produce 
was finding its market in Can-Th.- P™. • XaWtt?°™

»... ». °< “»p “th' “d df “d w»
to be ^ntmujng. regular means of communication left to Antigua after the cessation of the Royal 

Mai! ^meeting of those interested in cotton growing
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with the object of getting up a local company to take over the Government cotton ginnery. The view 
generally held on this subject was that the ginnery had been worked to the satisfaction of all parties 
as things were, and that if the Imperial Department of Agriculture, who ran the ginnery, were willing 
to continue doing so, there was no objection to their running it at a profit to the Department, as was 
the case at present.

The exodus of labourers to Panama was a new feature in Antigua ; no one complained so 
much at the loss of useful labourers, for they had a perfect right to go where they could earn the high­
est wages, which was not likely to be in the sugar industry at present prices ; but what was objected 
to was the leaving behind of the women and children and other less able-bodied dependants whose 
support was likely to fall on the revenue of the Island.

The weather had been unusually showery for the time of year, and the young canes looked 
very pretty and more forward than usual at this season.

The Exodus from Barbados to Panama.

We have received from the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne, who wrote on April 26th, a report of the 
discussion on hurricane insurance at the Agricultural Society, at which Mr. Christopher Head was 
present. The objections which planters had to the scheme as now formulated were pointed out, and 
Mr. Head intimated that he hoped he might obtain important modifications from his principals. A 
report of the meeting is given in the Barbados Agricultural Reporter, of April 19th.__Ed.

The worst thing that was overéhadowing the Island now was the scarcity of labour. The 
returns obtained from the Emigration office a few mails previously did not include the total number of 
emigrants to Panama,, as Mr. Alleyne subsequently found that hundreds went who paid their own 
passage and who did not go through the Emigration department at all. Anyhow, the effect on the 
Island was apparent. The most skilled and reliable workmen were either gone or were goin~ 
carters, mill-workmen, artisans, cane-cutters, grooms, and domestic servants. The loafers were 'the 
only class who did not go. On most estates, even now in crop-time where formerly labour was super- 
abundant, it was difficult to get through a good day’s work. Either the cane-cutter would not turn 
out, the carters had gone, or the stokers would not come, and it was hard to get canes carried to the mill 
Most of the men having gone, the labour of women had to be much more largely employed, and in 
carrying canes to the mill even children had to carry them in small quantities. Every steamer and 
they were frequent, took away several hundred, but many hundreds came back by the Roval Mffi 
and these served to stir up the enthusiasm of the others. Bridgetown was full of American b™ 1 
notes, and the trade of the stores in the last few months had increased immensely . ' b '

,, fT tT T1 Barbados had had practically no rain whatever. On the 19th a few estates to the 
north of the Island had .25 to .30 parts, but that was all Dav nftPr V - «^ares to the
splendour, and the heat was very great. Many cabbage nalrns in th/ r SUn Wlth unkr°ken 
in Belleville Avenue, and in St. Dilip’s had fed from dmu^ H°,USe grOUnds’

and the shrubs had suffered terribly. It was marvellous how well the young caL^rere sfr^ ' 
of course, in some places m shallow soils the young canes were beif tn A f h 
they were holding wonderfully, and were the only green things to be feen H wTX ’ “ D °
provisions or gram of any kind, and fodder would be very scarce after the crrT ™Poss’bleto plant 
finished on many estates on the seaboard of Christ Church but was in fnh Sugar-makmg had 
of the Island. Another three weeks, however, would make a great differ ov?r/he generalitymarvellously, and considering that r9o5 gave S Tlmost Fhe horteTrffinfah "P

astonishing what the canes were doing. Some months ago they estimated thl 1 ?C°rd’ U Was 
but it would certainly reach 53,000 tons, including svrun iZn^t f d th® crop at 47,000 tons, 
estimated at 35,000 puncheons would reach 45,000 puns^ If • e the molasses crop
sugar had dropped in England to 8s. 4|d., and on that day was offered tO meet h ! But
lbs. with molasses at 16 cents. Y s offered in Barbados at $1.45 per 100

Sir George Pile was called to his rest on the afternoon a 1
immediately by the Governor that the funeral would be a oubD h’ aI?d 11 was announced
Church in the parish of St. George, at 4 p.m. on April 26th I S PUce at St’ Luk^
mounted police, all arrangements having been made by Colonel Ka v. rh aCc°mpanied by an escort of 
A.D.C.,was present, also the Colonial Secretary the Attorney C Y 1 lke Governor, attended by his 
the Legislative Council, the Speaker and Members rf the Houle of À president and Members of 
merchants and numerous managers, who had served under y’ ’Magistrates, planters,
the unavoidable absence of the. Bishop the service was taken bv the A many Attorneyships. In 
Dr. Taylor, Vicar of St. Luke’s, and Canon Reece The Ch h Arckdeac°n,assisted by the Dean 
vast crowd behaved in the most decorous manner ' Church was filled to overflowing, and thé
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Sir George never seemed to recover the shock caused by the death of his wife, which occurred 
less than a year ago, and since then he took no part in public affairs. He was knighted in 1892, and 
from his birth in 1821 he may be said to have lived in and for Barbados. For years he has been the 
leading Attorney of the Island, was a prominent member of the House of Assembly, and latterly, and 
until last year, President of the Legislative Council. The sympathy of all classes of the community 
is offered to the Hon. G. Laurie Pile and his family in their bereavement. It is noteworthy to add 
that the last public funeral in Barbados was that of Sir George’s nephew, the Hon. Archibald Pile, 
C.M.G., Speaker of the House of Assembly, shortly before the hurricane of 1898.

British Guiana still wants more Rain.
Writing on April 25th, Mr. A. Summerson reported that a meeting of the Court of Policy was 

held on April 19th, when Counsel was heard in respect to the opposition by the Success-Ressouvenir 
Estates to the proposed East Coast Sea Defence Bill. Particulars of the proceedings will be found in 
the Mail Edition of the Demevava Daily Chronicle.

The sugar market was at a standstill, buyers being without limits, and estates were all closed 
down.

The weather had been favourable during the fortnight. Nice rains had fallen in Essequebo, 
and they still wanted moderate ones there. In Berbice they had had heavy rains, but the last few 
days had been fine and bright in that county and Demerara.

As the result of correspondence between the Governor, the Director of Science and Agriculture 
Messrs. Harvie, Lockie & Co., of Mincing Lane, there was every reason to hope that the cultivation of 
limes for export would be established in the Colony. Professor Harrison considered that if these were 
cultivated on soils near the coast similar to those inland where limes flourish so well, a profitable 
industry would result. Messrs. Harvey, Lockie & Co. are sending out an expert to look into the 
matter.

British Honduras has trouble on the Hondo.
Hon. A. R. Usher draws attention in his letter of April 27th to the restrictions on the 

navigation of the Hondo. Some time ago he referred to the arbitrary and high-handed action of the 
Mexican authorities at the mouth of the Rio Hondo, and now they had again been giving trouble by 
detaining a number of boats trading up the Hondo River, and exacting heavy fines for passing through 
the channel which is in Mexican waters. The matter had been represented to the Colonial Office, 
and it was understood that representations were also being made to the Mexican Government, and the 
Colonial Government were now making arrangements to dredge a channel on the British side of the 
Hondo, but in the meantime the Mexican authorities still persisted in their apparently unlawful 
action. It was strange that although Mexican vessels had the right to navigate British Colonial 
waters by the recent treaty, British vessels had not got a similar right, and hence the trouble and 
annoyance that was being experienced, which it was hoped would not be allowed to continue much 

lon8er- The weather had been very dry for some time, and favourable for wood-cutting operations.

Mr. Young takes the Oath in Dominica.
When Mr. E. A. Agar wrote on April 25th, Sir Daniel Morris was in the Island, and there was 

to be a meeting of the Experimental Committee shortly, when the subject of the continuance of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture would probably come up for discussion. 1ms Expenmenta 
Committee, it will be remembered, is composed of independent planters, who are asked to discuss 
matters agricultural with Sir Daniel, quite unofficially. . .

Mr. Young had arrived by the last R.M. steamer, and duly taken the oath as Administrator. 
All those who had met him spoke in high terms of him personally.

The electric light installation was now nearly complete, and a trial lighting proved it in good 

working order. . , ,,The weather still remained fine, but with enough rain to promote growth.

Grenada anxious about Labour.
Wa are informed by Mr. C. Falconer Anton, Secretary of the Agricultural and Commercial 

Society in a letter dated April 26th, that a deputation from the Society waited on the Governor on 
Soh with reference to the labour conditions at Panama, and to an application from the Rev. 
Apnl loth w a]lnwed to use eight acres of Point Salines, which was a stock estate and only 
Mr Bran ch to be alowed to use ei^ experimenting with Sea Is]and cotton; without
hable to land tax, h ‘ decl£ed to ai]ow on the ground that as the law stood he had no

legaTpowerto do so, although it was alleged that a similar concession had been granted in respect of 

another estate.
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The Committee of Management was to hold a meeting on the following day, and on May JJth 
there would be an ordinary General Meeting. In addition to the special General Meetings to be held 
in St. Andrews, there were to be three in St. Patricks in each year.

The French ship of war “ Jurien de la Graviere ” arrived on the previous afternoon and would 
be at the Island until the 30th, and on April 26th H.M.S. “ Indefatigable with General Caulfield, 
who was said to have come to inspect the Police Force, now being furbished up by Captain Legge. 
She was to leave for St. Vincent that evening.

Hon. C. M. Browne, C.M.G., and Mrs. Browne, Dr. E. F. and Mrs. Hatton, and possibly 
Dr. P. F. Macleod, would be among the passengers for England by the outgoing mail steamer. It 
is with sincere regret that we have since heard by cable of the death of Dr. Patrick F letcher 
Macleod.—Ed.] .

The weather was dull and still very dry.
Mr. P. J. Dean wrote on April 27th that the question of the mail service was again causing 

considerable anxiety, instructions having been given that no more tickets were to be issued by the 
R.M.S.P. Co. after May 21st.

The Government had refused to grant the sum asked for by the Agricultural Society towards 
the expenses of exhibits to be sent to Canada. The Committee had accordingly decided to start a 
subscription list. The writer had resigned his position as President of the Permanent Exhibition 
Committee in favour of the Hon. C. Macaulay Browne, C.M.G., President of the Agricultural Society.

Fears of a short cocoa crop were being realised, and it was some 5,000 bags short of last year's 
crop to date.

A subsequent cable states tnat on May nth the Grenada Agricultural Society appointed a 
deputation to wait on the Governor with regard to the mail question, it appearing that the Colony 
would be prepared to contribute ¿1,000 towards a subsidy.

Jamaican exports for 1905=06.

At a meeting of the Legislative Council on April 18th, the Bill to amend the Distilleries Law 
to make way for locked stills, was thrown out.

Mr. John Barclay has favoured us with some interesting notes regarding the agricultural situation 
based on the Collector-General’s returns for the year ended 31st March, 1906. Exports of bananas 
form a record 14,748,642 stems. The previous best was the year before the 1903 hurricane when 
14,r 84,375 stems, valued at ¿1,134,750, were exported, and this amount was increased by over <40,000. 
As they have had so far most favourable seasons on the whole, the end of the current year should see 
18,000,000 stems of bananas exported. The trees are getting better cultivation generally than before 
and with an extension of the work of the local Agricultural Instructors now contemplated with the 
aid of the amount compromised under the Elder Dempster contract, small settlers who are responsible 
for a large proportion of the total exports of bananas as well as other products, may be so guided as 
to produce better fruit and more of it, on the same land.

Exports of oranges were less by 4,000,000 single fruits than the year before and they have 
been gradually getting less every year m spite of more fruit being available. The duty mminst 
Jamaica in the United States is largely responsible for this decrease, for the quantity sent to the United 
Kingdom has slightly increased. When shipping to the United States, planters cannot even use nat ve 
woods for fruit boxes, the making of which would provide labour locally, as they are charged dutv on 
wood at United States ports. J " UI1

Exports of grapefruit have nearly doubled and also over-topped all previous years and a 
further large increase is likely. 1 «mu a

s™ -** •“ — Sa
'Fhe export of coco-nuts has almost doubled that of last vear Of nil bk^ 1 

standing, about 75% have now fully recovered, and 25% will never be their old beanng ^reesJeft
there were a large number of young trees no’t yet bearing then’
much, and every year more of these are beginning to bear Then too HrX d ? d damage 
nuts have been set out and are being set out still, more carefully Danted’ nnd^ ^imbe,rs °f elected 
trees were, so future crops should be better than iA the past■ d Cultlvated than the old

Sugar, also, shows an increase over the previous year but «till ^„^k u 1
by. This should also improve. ’ ucb below that of years gone

The export of tobacco shows a substantial increase in th a Mrm • • .
business, i.e., the consumption of cigars in the Island by visitors if P^Pally, and local
show a large trade now being done. ’ hSures were available, would also
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Of cotton Jamaica only shipped 75,307 lbs. of lint, worth, 6d. per lb. locally. The other 
West Indian Islands have beaten Jamaica hollow in the cotton industry. One reason is that Jamaica 
has so many products that people can do fairly well with, that they are not very keen on anything 
new and doubtful. Those who did make a start in cotton, thinking, perhaps, of the wild cotton 
growing perennially, so vigorously, were caught napping by caterpillars, which pests fancied the Sea 
Island cotton immensely. However, with paris green and much labour the pests were got under. 
The expense and trouble of doing so, however, frightened a good many who might have started grow­
ing this cotton, so the cultivation is not being extended so much as was expected.

In dyewoods, ginger, pimento and rum, exports showed a decrease, but the price of ginger has 
gone up, and this will encourage cultivators. There is a splendid bloom on the pimento trees—also a 
good coffee blossom—and a second dyewood factory is now buying logwood as hard as it can, so all 
these items have favourable prospects.

With favourable weather and casualties excepted, the current years’ business seems likely to be 
something more than merely good.

Uncertainty as to the Mails in Nevis.

Writing on April 24th, the Hon. C. A. Shand said that the uncertainty attached to the future of 
their mail service was causing grave anxiety, as the local agent had instructions not to book, passengers 
homewards after a certain date in June, which looked as if they were to be left out of the itinerary.

At the last meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society it was unanimously decided 
that it would be more advantageous that an entirely new cable service should be instituted connecting 
the rest of the West Indies with the direct cable than that the old cables should be made use of. Of 
course in any fresh scheme it was hoped that Nevis might be included as a separate station.

The yield of cotton generally this season had been very disappointing, and though individual 
instances had occurred of exceptionally good returns, the average had been phenominally low , indeed, 
it was doubtful whether last year’s output would be realised. This result was mainly attributable to 
the extended period of dry weather experienced last year, and to the ravages committed by t e 
caterpillars in certain districts where they were not effectually combated. Inferior seed might also 
have had an evil influence, as the first planting failed in one district entirely, and as no more St. 
Vincent seed was available, other kinds were substituted. .

The weather since last mail had been on the whole dry. Rain fell in certain districts in the 
early part of the previous week, but it was only partial, and some parts of the Island were in need o 
good soaking showers. ,

This mail would be taking a batch of labourers from the Presidency to the Isthmus, in the 
depressed condition of the sugar industry one could hardly wonder at their desire to improve their 
condition.

St. Kitts and the Department of Agriculture.

Mr. Chas. A. Smith, in his letter of April 24th, gave the text of a resolution passed at a 
meeting of the Agricultural Society in March, referred to in a previous issue.

“Be it resolved that this meeting hereby expresses its appreciation of the valuable 
assistance rendered the sugar and minor industries of this Island by the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture, and earnestly hopes that the Imperial Government will see its way to continue 
the grant-in-aid to the Department on the expiry of the present term, so that its good work 
may be continued.” . .
The weather had been showery for April, but not sufficient to interfere with the yield ot their

canes.

Ube late Sir IRobert JSvomlep, ®art.
It is with deep regret that we have to announce the death of Sir Robert Bromley, 

Administrator of St. Kitts, which took place in the Island on Sunday, May 13 th. Up to 
the time of soing to press we have received no intimation as to the cause of his untimely 
detease He was the sixth baronet and succeeded his father last year From 1901 to 
“3 he was Assistant Private Secretary to Mr. Chamberlain, and was appointed 
Administrator and Treasurer of St. Kitts-Nevis in ^04. Popular with all with whom he 
came in contact, Sir Robert Bromley will be missed by a large circle of friends, and 
mourned for at home and in the Colony, whose interests he had at heart.
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No telegraphic news in St. Vincent.

When Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co. wrote on April 28th, the question before all others occupying 
the minds of the entire community was whether the local authorities were going to reconsider their 
decision with regard to the subsidy to the Telegraph Company, and the feeling against the Government 
was very bitter, more especially since the earthquake at San Francisco, the news of which only reached 
the Island by sailing vessel from Trinidad ten days after the awful occurrence.

Kingstown had again been gay owing to a few days’ stay of two French warships in the 
harbour. Strange to say, they had their first visit on the previous day from the fast cruiser appointed 
to police the West Indian Islands. The “ Indefatigable ” arrived in the morning and left at noon.

The weather had been abnormally dry, and unless they got rain very shortly their water supply 

would be short in Kingstown.
Mr. W. N. Sands, in his letter dated April 28th, also refers to the lack of rain, and says that 

the weather was very dry and rain was badly wanted. We learn that m the St. Vincent Grenadines the 
question of water was assuming serious proportions, and that there was likely to be a serious loss of 
stock if the rains did not soon come in. Here also the stock was suffering severely on estates on the 
Windward coast. Rain was also wanted for the preparation of lands for planting.

Two French cruisers had been in port during the past three days, namely, the “ Desaix " and 
“Trude.” It was hoped that French ships such as these would Some oftener, considering that there 
now existed such good feeling between the British and French nations.

The H.M.S. “ Indefatigable ” called at the Island on April 27th, and landed Brig.-General 
Caulfield, who was on a tour of inspection of the police and military forces in the West Indies. The 
General inspected the local Police Force and discussed with the local officers of the Defence Reserve 
the question of the formation of a rifle club and other matters.

Just now there was little to report on from an agricultural point of view. The Imperial 
Department of Agriculture had received large orders for selected cotton seed from other Islands, and 
the work of selecting and disinfecting the seed was in full swing.

From a return supplied by the Customs the cotton exported from the Colony during the first 
quarter of the amounted to 255I bales and 121^ bags, of a total estimated value of ^5,561, but the 
actual value would be much above that figure.

The question of the continuance of the grant for carrying on the work of the Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture in the Island was being freely discussed, and a motion would be brought forward 
on the subject at the next meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society.

Mr. Cunningham Craig’s return from Trinidad.

We learn from a letter from the Hon. G. T. Fenwick, dated April 28th, that the Agricultural 
Society will not be reconstituted and at work again until near the end of the year. Sir Henry Jackson 
left for England before the new Ordinance could be introduced, and as he took a special interest in 
the Society, the Acting-Governor would probably leave the reconstruction over till Sir Henry’s return.

The slight rains of the early part of the month had not continued, and they have again 
experienced fourteen days of excessive heat and drought. This, while not greatly affecting the su-ar 
crop, had seriously affected the cocoa crop and prospects of heavy June pickings had entirely 
disappeared. A fair quantity of cocoa had come to town and had been marketed at advancing 
prices. A very strong demand had set in from Europe, and difficulty had been experienced in fillin­
orders. Fme estates was quoted at 53s., mixed estates at 52s., and ordinary at 51s. The quantitv o*f 
the latter grade had not been satisfactory owing to the large quantity of sunburnt beans. Arrivals 
r,™ ----- and the few bags wh.ch cQme tofrom the mainland had been almost n
fancy prices.

Cocoa Shipments.
Total at last report ...

Apr. J5 S.S. “ Orinoco ”
s.s. “Grenada”
S.S. “Atrato” ...

18 s.s. “ Sarstoon ”
s.s. “ Venezuela ”

23 s.s. “ Oranje Nassau ”
9? 24 s.s. “ Prins Willem V’

Totals to date

61,693 Bags Trinidad

699
108

34
50

Ï25
I279

••• 63,988

18,312 Venezuelan, 
ii Canada.
— New York.
— Europe.

— New York.
— Europe.

i8-323 Venezuelan.
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oil and Manjak fields of the Island, and the scientific results of his labours have been much appreciated. 
It is feared that this gentleman, owing to important calls upon his services at home, may not return 
to the Colony, where he will be much missed.

®ur Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

of scenery or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will bê duly acknow­
ledged from time to time in this column.

The International Sugar Journal. This publication for May has an especially interesting article on Sugar in 
Parliament, in which the fiction of the statements of the Anti-Convention speakers in the recent debate is well shown up ; 
notes on the “ available sugar ” in cane sugar juices ; the occurrence of Levulose in normal cane juice, and an applica­
tion of Pinoff’s Levulose—molybdate reaction—by Noël Deer, and excerpts of value from other sources in connection 

with the sugar industry.
The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society. Vol. X., No. 4. The proceedings of the March meeting of 

the Board of Management of the Jamaica Agricultural Society are recorded in this issue. The Hon, George McGrath 
was elected to the Board in the place of Mr. J. Allwood, C.M.G., resigned. The question of hurricane insurance was 
allowed to stand over pending the arrival of Mr. Christopher Head in the Colony. An article and a letter deal with 
coconuts and many useful bints are given as to cultivation. So many coconuts have been planted since the hurricane 
of IQ03 that in four or five years Jamaica should soon be exporting very largely again. The experiment in shipping Jamaica 
“ Seville ” oranges was providing substantial results. A large firm of marmalade makers wrote that the fruit was suitab e 
in every respect for their requirements. In order to. develop a trade in the fruit the R.M.S.P.. Co. had reduced their 

freight rates to 5s. per barrel, and 2s. 6d. per box.. ...

Notes on Militia and Volunteer Field Training for Officers and non-Commissioned Officers. By Major R L. 
Aspinall D S O Aidershot: Gale and Polden. is. net. The time available at an annual training of an Auxiliary 
Corps which is in a great measure devoted to the musketry course, is too short , to make it possible to enter very closely 
imoPthe minute details of a soldiers’ duties in the field. In “ Notes on Militia and Volunteer Training the author 
suggests a method of instruction which touches in the simplest possible manner upon all the most important. fielddiuties 
embracing outposts skirmishing, advance and rear guards, and employment of scouts. In describing the system it is best 
to adopt so as to obtain a maximum of efficiency in a minimum of time limit, the author’s own practical experience has shown 
him how much it is possible to attempt, and in his description he has confined himself absolutely to plain expression of 
facts and avoided as far as possible, elaborate technicalities, in order that the work can be studied suitably by all ranks. 
Having regard to the re-organisation of the Volunteer Forces this small pamphlet should prove useful in the West Indie , 
assuming that their methods of training are identical with those prevailing at home.

The Technology of Sugar. By J. C. McIntosh. London : Messrs. Scott, Greenwood & Son 10s. 6d. net. This 
Ihe lecnno gy ° with beet and cane sugar It covers an enormous amount of technical ground, but

is the second edition of * "T1* g. author has omitted to make himself quite au courant with the many and varied
T* g ve afew extract our planting riders will be able to judge for themselves
items comprised in the subject, we g^e . . qunder Qrdinary conditions does not bear fruit. ’ The wild
of the value of so™ Attemptslill in the experimental stage have lately been made to regenerate the sugar
cane reproduces itself by seeds . eighteen to twenty per cent, of sugar ” ; p. 239. “The
cane by sowing wild species. raR used as buds for the propagation of the plant a bad
nodes remaining on this P^t of ^he ste ( g ons of the cane produce much better shoots than the
practice, leading to the degeneracy of th p ■ slaking of wet megass, the statement is made that “ such fuel
nodes of the badly developed unripe cro . meeass furnace being given as an illustration. Again, in the directions 
produces but little steam,” an antiquated to be - crushed in a mortar to obtain a more
for analysis of cane, the cut up fragments o ^ d practically impossible process. As to film evaporators, on
or less coarse bulk. With the normal ripe , -in American named Lillie, and caused but little commotion ;
p. 175, we find ‘‘ the first plantt of this sor was inv Y Lijlie Eva ator succeeded the Yaryan, is essentially
whilst another American Yaryan, adopted the same princ p practically to have failed in sugar work. We give the

b-n a valuable work is full of pitfalls for the uninitiated for whom it is 

intended.

Ube West Jnbtan Civil Service.
IV • the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of 

Civil Servants In and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as posstble.

Hon I M Rosado has been appointed to act provisonaily as a Commissioner of Currency, British Honduras. ,

Mr. c -omes Acting Junior Puisne Judge of the

Supreme Court during t le a sen ... appoiBted Officer Commanding the British Honduras Volunteers
Captain the Hon. F. M. Maxwell. K.C., “e^w foIlowing officers have also been promoted : viz.,

Lieut‘ Lieut. P. S. Woods to be Lieutenant.
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Weather Ueleorams.
British Guiana (Messrs. Henry K. Davson & Co.), May 9th. “ Weather still continues 

favourable in Berbice.” (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd.), May 12th. “Weather 
favourable for cultivation.” (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.), May 14th. “ Weather showery and 
unsettled.” Trinidad (Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co.), May 15th. “ Weather favourable, crop 
progressing satisfactorily.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended May 2nd. 
Port Antonio : “ April 26th to May 2nd, fine.” Kingston : “ rainy.”

ube /¡bails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—HOME ARRIVALS per R M S. “ La Plata ” (Capt. W. J. Dagnall) May 13th 

Miss Hardwick, two Misses Burr, Mr. Sharp, Miss Templer, Miss Ward, Miss Denholm, Mr. and Mrs. Shard. Mr H R 
Graham, Hon. T. Egerton, Miss E. Seiler, Mr. E. Thorndike, Mr. H. Ochsner, Mr. W. Renshaw, Mr. C. Villaran M 
Miss T. Villaran, Mr. O. Rasetto, Mr. and Mrs. Borham, Mr. R. Ellis, Mr. C. Almond, Mr. and Mrs. H | Almond 
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. de Castro, Mr. R. de Castro, Mr. and Mrs. A. Lauria, Miss Knublev. Mrs. Turner Rev Father 
Leimann, Miss Brown, His Honour Judge R. Routledge, Mrs. Routledge, Mr. F. Kuhn, Miss M. D
Rev. Father Cantwell, Rev. Father O’Reilly, Mr. and Mrs. J. Brown, Dr. Seccombe, Mr. C. Cra
Miss S. Fenwick, Mr. G. Sandford, Mr. C. Dawson, Mr G. B. Allen, Mr. G. Dillon, Miss M. Howell Captain Stranger 
Mr.W.A. Colley, Mr. C. F. Canton, Dr. Bovallius, Mr. and Mrs. J. Williams, Mr. J. Smith, Mrs. Eyre Huts.n Mrs W 
Morison, Mr. R. H. Goodwin, Mr. E. Riches, Mrs. W. A. Colley, Mr. B. B. Bockett-Pugh, Mr M H Buele H< r 
W. H. Lascelles, Hon. C. and Mrs. Macauley Browne, Mr. R. Ferguson, Dr. and Mrs. E. Halton Mr H ( r I ■ ■ 
Mr. G. C. Sellar, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Forest, Rev. W. R. Symons, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, Mr and Mrs J s Chun h 
Mr. Weekes, Mr. J. Hoyle, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Low, Miss K. M. Arthur, Mrs. Sumner, Mr S de Viale Rieo M s Ri ‘ 
Miss Wolsely, Miss Carter, Mr. G. W. Grant, Sir H. Fitzherbert, Bart., Mr. and Mrs W Abbott Mi s R • 
White, Miss Woodhams, Major A. G. Ingliss, Mr. J. G. Knight, Mr. T. S. Blay, Dr Dunbar-Brunton * '

Violet Beauclair, His Excellency Francis W. Strage, Mr. G. William:

SAILINGS per R.M.S. “Atrato” (Capt.Boby), May 17th :-Rev. Canon Stevenson, Mrs Swatv Mr S l a x, 
H. Delafons, Mr. B. Westendorff, Mr. A. Goerke, Mr. N. Gardine, Mr. R. Fitzwilliam Mr and M 1 Mr

Rammlnir « TXT oX -. ™ ... ...... ' • Mr. and Mrs. Jn. Knohr. Mis-
and Mrs. Santos, Sergt. T. W. Coles. Mr.is, Mr.

J. H. Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Branker, Mr. L. Grosselin.

/ibail Arrangements.

Outward Mails.
Date.

May 17

„ 19
„ 25
,, 26

,, 26

,, 26

,, 26

.. 31

Destination.

W. I. Islands (Northern Islands 
excepted) and Demerara...

Jamaica and Bermuda

W. I. Islands and Demerara

Demerara
Barbados and Trinidad

Demerara

W. I. Islands (Jamaica excepted)...

W. I. Islands (Northern Islands 
excepted) and Demerara...

PortofDep. Company. Packet.

Southampton... R.M.S.P.Co. " Atrato 

Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. " Port Kingston

Glasgow ... DirectLine ..Torgorm„

Liverpool ... Liverpool Line " Penshurst ” 

Liverpoo ... Leyland Line William Clift

Dartmouth ... DirectLine cheniston -

Dartmouth ... DirectLine "Saba”

Southampton ... R.M.S.P.Co. " La Plata ”

Closing for 
Letters in Ldn

May 16, mdn't.

• » 18, 6 p.m.

• • 24, 6 p.m.

» » 25, 6 p.m.

• » 25, 6 p.m.

” 25, 12 noon.

” 25, 12 noon.

»» 30. mdn't.

Homeward Mails.
Date.

May 18

23
June 4

Where From.
W. I. Islands ..............................

Jamaica

W. I. Islands .... ...

* Letters to be marked per S.S.

Port of Arrival. Company.

................ London ... Direct Line 

................. Avonmouth... I.D.W.I.M.S. •

................. Southampton R.M.S.P. Co. ■

” and via Port of Departure

Packet.
Sarstoon ” 

Port Henderson '* 

Trent ”
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Sports oi iprobuce from tbe West Jnbtes.
Barbados.

Tan I to Apr. 25

British Guiana.
Jan. I to April 24

Jamaica.
April 1 to April 15.

Trinidad.
Jan. I to April 28.

1906 1905

Grenada.
Oct.
190 >

I to April 27.
19051906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905

Sugar............................ 14.578 8461 Tons. 28.774 23,022 Tons. 706 1427 Tons. 298,450 i95,844Bgs.&Brls.
/ 463 1762 Puns. x

Molasses ................ 26,311 16,085 Pns. 1302 1558 Casks. J ... 52 Tres. !
( ... 103 Brls. /

Rum ............................ 7340 4810 Puns. 102,246 141,555 Galls. 2 297 Puns.
Cattle Food 2905 2714 Tons.
Cocoa............................ 3300 ... lbs. 1630 1925 Cwts. 10,951,230 11,335,855 lbs. 40,978 46,568 Bags.

Coffee............................ 1674 947 ,, 11,680 10,890 ,,
Coconuts ............... 24.338 216,280 286,000 327,250 3,682,950 3,475,740
Copra............................ 5105 3523 Bags.
Cotton ................ 827 381 Bales.

Cotton Seed 4882 2328 Bags.

Asphalt ................ 41,921 3540 Tons. ...

Oranges ................ ... 1,376,850 242,500
Bananas ............... 564,387 634,052 Bchs.
Pimento ............... 769 1312 Cwts. hi ,2726 2935 Brls.

Spice............................
Gold ............................ 27,232 30,283 ozs.

O 
0.

J 346 

| 195
385 |-Brls.
361 Cases.

Diamonds............... ••• 564 2174 carats. ' 112 145 Bags

Present Stock or
Amount. Shares.

IOO,OOO1. Stock.
375,000!. »
194,5001.
123,6701. n
1,098,907!. n
85,4791 •

422,5931. n
6oo,oool. f,
100,000 20

15,000 IOO
203,400 Stock.

26,763 5
46,874 5

347,5001. Stock.
345,0001. 100
165,0001. Stock.
115,000!. Stock.

31,250 IO

70,000!. Stock.
70,000!. 100

12,000 5
42,300!. 100

10,000 5
88,321 IO
34,563 IO
4,669 IO

8o,oool. 100

5000 I

Some Wiest Jnbian Securities.
Paid.

Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100

Barbados - - 3 J „ ,, 1925-42... 100

British Guiana 4 „ „ T935-” 100

Grenada - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100

Jamaica - - 4 » I934--- 100

St. Lucia - - 4 " 1919-44... 100

Trinidad - - 4 „ « 1917-42... 100
Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44................. 100

Colonial Bank ... ¿6

Royal Mail Steam Packet Company .............................. 85
Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100

New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5
„ „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref........................ 5

„ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100
Demerara Railway Company Original Stock ................ 100

„ „ „ 7% Preference ................. 100
„ 4 % Extension Preference... IO

„ „ Perpetual Deb. Stock 100
Direct West India Cable Co., 4$% Reg. Debs, (within

Nos. 1 to 1200) red. 100
Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd.................................. Z2 10
Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.

(within 1 to 1200) red. 100
Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 5
W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ................ IO

„ „ 6% Cum. 1st Pref. IO

„ „ „ n n n » 2nd „ IO

„ „ „ „ »5% Deb ................. 100
West Indian Produce Association, Ltd..................................

Dividend. Price.

4% 102-104
3i% 99-101
4% 108-110
4% 101-103
4% 109-111
4% 103-105
4% 102-104
3% 88-90
7% 6-6£
— 53-54

4Ì % 90-93
— S'S

2f-3|
4% 83-85
6 % 101-106

.—. 20-23
4 % 99-102
4s. 8-9
4 % 96-98

4Ì% 101-103
6 % —

4Ì % 101-103
5% —

9 11— 16'16

5s« 8-8.1
— 6-7
5% 101-104
— —

Mail Steam Packet Company.The Royal
The Court of Directors recommend out of the profits - - - . .

■! TMfUrato nf /percent per annum on the Preference Stock; the undivided original Shares receiving an 
Dividend at that to^vbich they would have been entitled in respect of the Preference portion of the Capital, had
amount equivalent to that to w eb they £ each case being calculated from the due dates for payment of the

X whXf be converted into Preference8 and Ordinary Stocks in October Ll

for the year ended December 31st, 1905, the payment of a

The West India and Panama Telegraph Company.
nirprtnrs recommend the payment of a dividend at the rate of 4% on the 6% first preference shares for the six 

tt J?nd?d December 31st last asP against 5% for the corresponding period of 1904 and 6% in the June half of 1905. 

ThS makes the full return for the whole year 5%. as compared with the full 6% in 1904 The arrears now amount to 2%. 
The 67 second preference capital will receive no dividend, and the amount m default on these shares has increased to 33%.

Bank Rate at 4 % (changed May 3rd, 1906), and Consols (2j %) 891g.
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She Iproôuce ilDarhets’ Summary.
Sugar.—It is not pleasant writing about sugar and its over production, with the attendant fall in prices below 

natural cost, but what could have been expected in a season like the present when the record beet crop in Europe <>f. sax 
7,000,000 tons has flooded the world with sugar far beyond the power of consumers to deal with. But this is not all. for 
on the top of it, indications point, if the weather continues favourable, to another fairly large crop in 1906 7 which may 
prevent for some little time a return to a more satisfactory range of values. Notwithstanding that some authorities have been 
constantly indicating that we should require a large crop for next season, the writer of these lint more than one
occasion advocated a reduction of twenty to twenty-five per cent, in the beet sowings to lift prices to a decent paying basis 
Had this been done, there is no doubt but that the priceof 88% beet, which to-day is 8s. id., would have been nearer xos. 
and have so remained until, in their greed, the Continental growers once again exceeded the bounds of wisdom As it is. 
this continuous fall in prices only intensifies the absence of confidence amongst buyers and consumer', and the lower we 
go the less inclined are these distributors to forsake their hand to mouth policy, and so the Market gets no relief from its 
monotony. Some day, no doubt, this will all change. A repetition of the summer of 1904 would quick! x do it Without 
this or some such miracle, the outlook is in a measure uncertain, but still the unexpected is al wavs happening, and max- 
do so again in this instance.

The closing quotations of 88% beet are May, 8s. id.; August, 8s. 3d. ; and October/December, 8s. 6d . 
all free on board, Hamburg.

uneven dates are as follows :—The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on

1906 1905 1904 1903 1902
Europe 3,130,000 2,140,000 2,760,000 2,690,000 2,830,000 Tons
United States 340,000 270,000 200,000 250,000 120,000
Cuba and Cargoes afloat 300,000 390,000 240,000 400,000 460,000

Total 3,770,000 2,800,000 3,200,000 3.340,000 3.410,000
Quotations of 88% Beet, 15th May :— 8s. Id. lis. 7¿d. 9s. 3d. 8s. 4d. 6s. 4¿d.
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Only a moderate business has been doing in yellow crystallised during the fortnight at a 

decline of 3d per cwt., and the value of average quahtiesdoes not now exceed 14s. 6d. This reduction is on the parity of the 
fall m 88% beet white granulated sugar, and "imitations,” The value of a cargo of grey crystals to Refiners remains 
about 9s. 6d. on floating conditions for 96 test.

Molasses Sugar.—There is a fairly, good demand from 10s. 6d. for low dark, up to 14s. 6d. for fine grocery, dutv 
paid. To Refiners and others, on floating terms, this sugar is worth about 7s. 6d. for 89 test.

Muscovado.—Further sales have been made of British West India to Refiners at 8s 
floating terms. On the spot there is little doing in grocery kinds, values ranging from about 
quantities only.

lid. to 8s. 3d. for 89 test on
13s. to 15s., but in small

West India Figures since 1st Jan.
Imports... ...
Deliveries
Stocks ... ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised

1906.
27,000
15,000
20,000

14s. 6d
Rum.—Stocks in London : 

Jamaica ...
Demerara

Total of all kinds

1906.
5500
9700

21,400
Board of Trade Returns for 4 months :

Home Consumption
Stocks 30th April ...

Buyers are paying more attention to Demerara, and 
with fine and choice Marks from rod fo nd., ' 
2S. id. for Standard Home Trade Marks.

r9°5- 
17,000
13,000 
14,000
18s. 9d.

T9O5- 
7700
6100

21,700 
1906.

1,421,000
7.447.000

1904.
18,000
17,000
14,000
15s. 9d.

1904.
7700

11,800
• 28,100

1905.
1-387,000
8,249,000

Cocoa.—Stocks in London : 
Trinidad ... 
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

1903
8000 

16,000 
21,000 
15s. Od.

1904.
1,516,000
9,750,000

1902.
22,000 Tons.
16,000
18,000
14s. Od.

1903-
9600 Puns
9900 ».

29,100 .,

1903
L359.000 Galls.
9.964,000 ,,• J . . ' ’ / O'“*»but the Impbrte«^^ j.........«“ •

Leewards and other proof kinds are nominally worth Sd““ iT™"15 Steady “
iy from gd. to g.}d

Board of Trade Returns for 4 months : 
Imports
Home Consumption
Stocks 30th April

1906. 
if, 100 
10,200 
72,700

1906.
9293
7519
4587

ï9O5. 
15,000 
14,800 
77.100
1905- 

7923 
6606
5097

1904.
23,900
21,200
91,800
1904.
12,466

7878
6114

1903 •
19,600 Bags
11,700 ,,
84,300

1903
10,029 Tons.

6812 ,,
6041There has been an improving Market MnAria11v ;

dearer than a fortnight ago. It is difficult to give a reason otoe^h“8?h W<5St COCOa are fro® “ >
usual The closing values are : Trinidad fair collected 5« Estate M u h JempOrarily suPPfe

Coffee-Steady -d ttXZ'mVte »» • —

UOTiee. Steady Good ordinary Jamaica, 39s. to 41s 34
Nutmegs.—Firm. Recent sales of West India include a ’ *

at 7d 125 s at 6d„ 153’s at 5id„ and in shell at 44d Mace Vt^/S’ 5£’ 7°’s at Ild • at lod .,os at 8Ad ■
is 3d. to is. 4d„ and broken, is. to is. 2d. Ginger-IoSr Steady. Fair to good pale sold at / - • . ;
Pimento.—Firm, at 2gd. to 2|d. gen Lower' Good common to low middling Jamaica 57s. to 03 ’

in Trinidad, and prices of all

Arrowroot.—Quiet but steady, 
a probable igd.

Importers are holding good manufacturing s, vincem

to 2s. 4d. value. ¿2O 5,

for 2d., buyers indicating

Hand Pressed, quoted at 2s. 3d.
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A QUESTION which has again come very prominently forward of late, is, hat ac 

evidence is there that the Sugar Convention has benefited the W e»t In les 1 &
those associated with the West Indian sugar industry know well its position before the Brussels 

Convention came into force and after, the outside inquirei is barely satisfied wit 1 
statement that the restoration of credit has placed this industry on a different 00 in^, 
to ask how, and in what manner, this is shown, and to require actua evi ence a 
has been the means of materially assisting the planter and developing e in us~iy diti
very much-and the fact that such questions should be put, itself shows this- f the condi 

of the West Indies, during the past thirty years, has ever fully been rea isec in is co . 
is true that the Royal Commission of r897 brought home the fact that something was indus­

trially very wrong with them, but the tradition of the wealth of the tropica p an 
deeply grounded In the minds of the British people to be easily eradicated. recent years the 
increasing tourist traffic to the West Indies has spread abroad a better know edge of the actn 
position of affairs, but an enormous amount of ignorance still exists on the sub ect The g ea 
point, and this should be distinctly understood, is not what the improvement in sugar^p od tws 
has been as the result of the Convention, but that the West Indian sugdustry couhTnot 

possibly have gone on as things were. In British Guiana, wine is essen la - ’ . position
Irishism, the home of the absentee proprietor, to whom the strong man ”een sunk
of the sugar industry of this Colony is largely due, enormous sums from h side ^d been sunk 

on machinery and development before the establishment of the cartels g 
tapZSX. »r .biW i“y» ?h'

assured hope that justice would be done in regard to the sugar• no t of <he
tbnse who possessed the capital to carry on the estates. Had tner r f
Suoar Convention being signed, those proprietors with capital would have become tired of le 

e— drain on their resources, ami to follow

those who were deluding on -“sa^ «Ld St. Rucia, while in Barbados the 

a similar proce - - heavily mortgaged, were in themselves an index of
,he Mk „

the position of affairs. other Islands the sugar industry was practically

sr« ssrr ~ testates were at their last gasp from the threatened cessation of credit, or else those proprietors
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who had the money had become tired of their constant losses. The Royal Commission, a purely 
impartial one, of which Sir Edward Grey was a member, fully recognised the seriousness of the 
position. Now, apart from the important point of the continuance of the industry, what occurred 
as the result of the Convention ? British Guiana, already well equipped as regards machinery 
from special circumstances connected with the sugar industry there, went still further ahead. 
The value of the sugar machinery imports into that Colony went up from $160,000 per annum 
for the years 1898-1901, to $300,000 per annum for the four years, 1902-1905. One large firm 
alone has spent in the last three years, ^90,000 in machinery, but a small proportion of which, 
and that only necessary to keep the machinery going while the estates were being cropped, 
would have been spent had the Brussels Convention not been in force. Another wealthy firm 
added ^40,000 to their machinery bill, and spent ^30,000 during the same period by purchase 
and putting in new land, while a general overhauling of the plant, naturally somewhat depreciated 
under the stress of hard times, took place. In Trinidad, besides general rehabilitation of 
cultivation and factory, the installation of steam ploughing, of the Naudet semi-diffusion process, 
of triple milling and cane farming development, instanced the new vitality given to the industry 
of that Island, while two new central factories were erected in Antigua and additions were made to 
works already existing to bring them up to date. In Jamaica, three central factory schemes 
have been formulated, for which the capital is being raised, while in St. Lucia machinery was 
supplied, which would not have been the case were it not for the Convention. Instances mWit be 
multiplied of actual work done and capital invested, which could not have been had the Brussels 
Convention not been ratified, but the prime fact is that had it not been for this the su^ar 
industry would not now be in existence. It seems to us that the fact that there has been so much 
progress in the first three years of the Convention period, after all the debit balance sheets and 
penury of years, is in itself an index of what this measure has done and is doing for the 
West Indies. It is not that a higher price has been obtained for the sugar which has led to this 
sounder position, for the mean of the last three years is under 10s. per cwt., and is now below 
the cost of production, but it is the knowledge of free trade which the Convention brought and 

of the ability of the West Indian sugar industry to hold its own. which has been instrumental in 
the renewal of confidence, and led to extensive outlays in connection with the industry It h 
been argued frequently of late that the Brussels Convention has led to uncertainty in su-a^ 

This maybe the case, but if it is so, it is the uncertainty arising front the doubts' abouLts 
continuance. Without it, there would, indeed, have been certainty-the certaintv of ruin t 
the West Indian sugar industry, the certainty of Continental beet dominating the British 
market, the certainty of British consumers being handed over to the tender inercies of he 
Continental beet producers. cies °* t lc

a Dunbreb Wear? Hqo.

The Thames River Police.

the thefts^f sugar a^m^from the West^Indiamm^ " thefre9™mt reference to

connected therewith, and large sums were disbursed for the purpose not onlv'/o^b t0 prosemtio>^ 
etc but also for legal expenses, the prosecutions having tobecond^ ■ t prov!d"lS watchmen, 
bvthe Crown Records of these disbursements foim I constant bf P™ate individuals, and not 
if th, 1797, Messrs. Crowther & Peale, Solicitors old minutes. On Ma r
following year, a Mr. Chef ham put before the Committee a bill tor01 '',e 
to offenders were apparently as heavy as the lawyers’ fees Seven ^^^ments meted out
and on one occasion it is reported that— J ¿evenyears was no uncommon sentence,

“At the last Surrey Assizes a Waterman a
— of a Wes( India SMp, „d no.US.2,?^^ -mga
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it in the Way of his Business, as he should have received any other Fare to have carried 
ashore, it was decided that his Case came within the Act of Parliament, and he was 
sentenced to Transportation for 14 Years, which Conviction, we flatter ourselves, will 
be attended with salutary effects, as the Watermen finding themselves subject to this 
Punishment, will, of course, be extremely cautious in assisting the Lumpers, without whose 
Aid it is impossible the Plunderage can be carried on as heretofore.”

As the outcome of these thefts, and owing to the inefficiency of the official means of repression, at 
the suggestion of a Mr. Patric Colquhoun, it was resolved to approach the Government with the view of 
their approving of the formation of an organised Marine Police to be under the control of the West 
India Committee. Subsequently, with the approval and assistance of the Government who provided 
the magisterial department, the Marine Police Institution was organised in June, 1798. Associated 
with this Institution was an organised system of lumping, or discharge of cargoes, whereby, only 
registered “lumpers" were employed. The Police portion of the scheme was
costing ^200 per annum. and in fanuaiy, i799, the West India Committee petitioned the L^ke of 
Portland to the end that it might be taken over by the Government. ABAlfor*hef^^
Thames Police Office accordingly passed the House, and on May 22nd, 1801, the following resolution 
appears in the minutes as having been proposed by Mr. Colquhoun

“That in consequence of the Establishment of the Thames Police Office by Act of 
Parliament and of provision having been made by the Legislature for supporting an 
effecti aI Svstem of Police in every Part of the Port, from London Bridge to Deptford, by 
means of Guard Boats constantly patrolling the River, the Assistance heretofore given o

of the Police Boats.”

For his services in connection with
by the West India Merchants with a service of plate valued at it Committee,
Thames River Police Sei vice owes its origination to the action of the West India Committee.

44 Jamaica as a Uourist IResort.”
Sir Augustus Hemming, G C.M.G., has to^eaEM^

held at the West India Committee tickets available, which can be
seething Lane. Tea will be served

after the lecture.

Ube annual ffbeetiuo of tbe West Jnbia Committee*

The Annual General Meeting of the West India
Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, at 3 p.m. on Thursday, May 17 . Rutherford, Mr. Edward
and among those present, wereMr. Cyril Gurney, M. bpass Mr T DuBuisson, Mr. 
Anderson, Mr. C. A. Campbell, Mr. R T D^s°n, Mr E. - Hankey, Mr. George Hughes, 
Mewburn Garnett, Mr. W. Goodwin Mr L- Gray, Mr. R P Mar^haii Mr. B. A. Neilson, 
Mr. Alex G. Low, Mr. A. N. Lubbock Mr A McConn^^^^ p Scard> Mr w
Mr. C. S. Parker, Mr. H. F. Previte, Mr. J. W. Previte, Mr. J. PP Mr R T. Whitaker,

“d MÄlgenion E. Aspinall,

Mr. Spencer H. Curtis said :-In theweLope“ ’towSe 

Lubbock, and of our Deputy Chairmang Sir HenryD of cha¡r at thjs our
on his return from British Guiana, the duty J*e of the Executive Committee
annual meeting, and of moving the adoption of th Mv task is lightened bv the fact that our
and the statement of receipts a”d expenditure for 19 5^ cirmlar, which haS
proceedings have been so very fully recorded in tue itonly s a few words as to the 
now developed into a weekly newspaper, and 1 neea, 
year’s record of the Committee.
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Since we last met at an annual general meeting in this room, death has robbed us of no 
less than sixteen of our members, including Mr. J. D. Taylor, who was a member of the Executive. 
On the other hand, 137 new members were elected to the West India Committee, bringing our 
total membership up to 1062, and thus establishing a new record. But we must not stop there. 
We must use every effort to increase our membership still further, in order that we may be fully 
prepared for the proverbial rainy day, and that when occasion arises we may be still more fully 
representative of the West Indian Colonies whose interests we have at heart If each member 
were to introduce at least one new candidate for election during the present year—surely no 
difficult task—we should more than achieve our ambition, which is to raise our total membership 
to 2000. Incidentally I may remark in this connection that as the Committee grows, the 
expenses increase also, and I may also perhaps remind you that at the present time at least a 
quarter of the subscriptions from our Colonial members are absorbed by the postage to them of 
the Circular alone. As regards our financial position, reference to the balance sheet will show 
that it shows an improvement, in spite of the increased outlay in connection with the ll^st India 
Committee Circular.

Coming now to the report, you will observe that we have dealt with the principal industries 
of the West Indies, and to such action as has been taken by the Committee in relation to them. 
On the whole, the year under review was conspicuous for the revival of interest taken in our 
West Indian Colonies, to which state of affairs the Colonial and Indian Exhibition, which the 
Committee helped to bring to a successful issue, was undoubtedly a contributory cause. There 
is no doubt that the West Indies afford a splendid field for the investment of capital in a variety 
of directions, and scarcely a day passes without several callers presenting themselves at the West 
India Committee Rooms to make inquiries regarding the various industries, and I am glad to add 
that few, if any, of these go empty away, while many have already put into practice°the advice 
given them, whether it has been in the direction of cocoa, lime, cotton cultivation or what not 
Many of our members have embarked upon cotton growing, which, though not likely to become 
the largest industry in the West Indies, is being very profitably carried out in Barbados St 
Vincent, Antigua, Nevis and Montserrat, where Sea Island cotton of the highest value is produced 
—higher indeed than that produced in America—and also in the Grenadines, where cotton has 
been the staple for many years.

In this connection I should like to say a word regarding the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture, which under Sir Daniel Morris has done so much to develop our smaller West 
Indian Colonies. The Imperial Grant for its maintenance ceases in 1908, but it is honed that 
arrangements may be made to continue this useful department.

A large amount of work in the way of putting the public right as to the true effect of the 
Brussels Convention and its influence on the price of sugar, was entailed by the misstatements 
of politicians during the recent elections, and it is satisfactory to notice that this has „n? 
wahout value. It cannot be emphasised too strongly that'the aboKtion of bounties by the 
Brussels Convention has been the salvation of sugar consumers in this conntrv whn t k ' • 
and cartels had been allowed to continue unchecked, would eventually have had to depeiid mahT 
upon Austria and Germany for the supply of their sugar, instead of having asthtv> 
increasing sources of supply. tnex now have,

The position of the cable and the mail service, to which our Chairman allude ot ti 1 
general meeting, «till remains most unsatisfactory. As reo-ards the former u d 1 1 ?he last 
Governments are taking the matter seriously into consideration, realising'T*' 
to be derived from a cheaper rate instead of the exorbitant out now ’ d he benefits
and a more reliable and efficient service. As to the mail service bowe “ 'ng many Cases’ 
especially as regards British Guiana and the smaller Islands of the West t'’ 1ttate °f affairs, 
bad to worse. The service to the Northern Islands from Barbados £ "n1“’ haS ^one from
that from Barbados to Demerara is threatened and the onlv ron= i r being discontinued, while 
ledge that mails are to be sent forward by first opportunity a st.t Ca? °et is the know-
admitted, retrograde. - opportunity, a state of affairs which is, it must be

That we have not been idle during the past year is T tt,;„i, u
than sixty meetings were held, in addition to the other JeS w 7” by e faCt that no less 
immense amount of routine work was involved by thrslctessfnL? °vr members. An
which has been the cause of the visit of a large niimber of ’ ‘ • exhlblt’°n at the Crystal Palace 
Rooms than ever before. Owing- to this Ubei f inQUirersto the West India Commit
year as we had hoped, but these have now been rosAmed^ndTa“^^ aS U,anv lectures last 
we have already made arrangements for several to be delivered *“the near future l° y°“ that 

our Honorary Core^Se^ l^ya“’a bkj tO Say how very grate'ful we all are to

and you wrll, ! am sure, permit me
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I cannot conclude without reterring to the sad event which took place in St. Kitts on 
Sunday last. I refer to the untimely death of Sir Robert Bromley, the Administrator. Our 
relations with the Colonial Office and its Governors are of a friendly description, though in some 
cases we are bound to criticise, but Sir Robert Bromley was proving himself a capable Adminis­
trator and a popular one, and we shall all deplore his death. Gentlemen,—I now beg formally 
to move that the annual report and statement of receipts and expenditure for 1905 be adopted.

The motion was seconded by Mr. J. W. Previte, and carried unanimously.
Mr Georoe Hughes then moved that Mr. W. H. Alty, Mr. C. Algernon Campbell, Mr. 

George ChristaH. Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. E. L. Marshall, Mr. A. McConnell, Mr. F. McConnell, 
Mr. E. Packard, Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard and Lieut.-Col. F. C. Trollope, retiring by rotation, be 
re-elected to the Executive Committee. He expressed regret on behalf of his partner, Mr. 
Edward Packard, that as he had to attend another meeting on Thursdays at 3 o’clock he was not 
able often to be present.

The resolution was put to the meeting, and carried unanimously.
Mr W P B Shepheard, proposing a vote of thanks to the chairman, expressed the 

responsiveness of the Committee to the remarks made by Mr. Curtis and more particularly with 
regard to the Brussels Convention. He thought those present were hardly aware now much the 
Committee had to stand on their defence regarding the question of bounties. It was m the arena 
of the House of Commons, and as a question of pure economics that they would have to defend, 
and wouH be able to defend, the international abolition of bounties and cartels, which tne 
Brussels Convention was a means of securing.

The vote of thanks was carried unanimously, and the proceedings then terminated.

Ube British Cotton Growing association.

meat with the desire for developing the —onEmitting themselves to any definite
TVe/woSld^  ̂ that, injustice to the taxpayer, they could see

their way to doing. _ _________

SnOta unOer British 1Rule.
At the Royal Colonial institute on the 4th inst.

“ India under British Rule, in which he pointe products Cane culture was on such an
if India could undertake the ni'“"^ture of Pacre compared most unfavourably
extremely primitive and unscientific basis that y P output of British India alone is 
with other cane producing countries. Even so the aned Pn t]le coulltry. The general 
estimated at 3,000,oco tons of raw sugar, of wl flowing were likely to be developed
mineral possibilities also were very great, and witl P “ tgM Sawtell was at one time 
extensively. It will be remembered by some oi our leaders tnai
Editor of the Demerara Daily Chronicle.

imperial interests at Westminster.
The West Indies and the Imperial T™«PS- Haldane gave the following figures to show
the annLL^^t/oops“ certain Colonies, and the annual contributions received

from such Colonies :—

Hong-Kong (including North China and Wei-hai-Wei) 

Straits Settlements..
West Indies

Colonial 
Contributions.

¿i56,7l8 
¿119/659
¿208,713

No Contribution.

Cost.
.. ¿217,003
. • ¿598>69T
.. ¿245,647 
. . ¿365’354
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The Objects of the Jamaica Banana Subsidy.

On May 17th, in reply to Mr. Kennedy (Cavan, W.), Mr. Churchill said the proportion of 
bananas imported from Jamaica to the total import of bananas into the United Kingdom since 
the contract for a direct line to Jamaica was signed, has varied from 27 per cent, to ici per cent., 
the average having been affected by the hurricane of August, 1903. The contract provided for 
an annual subsidy of 7(40,000, of which 7(20,000 is paid by the Imperial Government. The cost 
of transit as compared with the value of the fruit can only be ascertained from Messrs. Elder, 
Dempster. The contract was designed in the interests of the Jamaica frtlit grower and the 
British consumer, but the importance of a direct mail service of steamers between the West 
Indies and this country is not to be measured merely by the value of the cargoes carried, and 
still less by any particular commodity included in those cargoes. (Ironical cheers).

The Withdrawal of the West Indian Garrisons.

On May 14th, Mr. Mitchell-Thomson asked the Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether, in view of the economic loss that has accrued to the inhabitants of Barbados and 
St. Lucia as the result of the withdrawal of the garrison from these Islands, His Majesty’s 
Government propose to devote any sum of money to their relief in the form of a Grant-in-Aid. 
Mr. Churchill, in reply, said there is no precedent for paying compensation to the inhabitants in 
a case of this kind. At present both colonies are in a sound financial position. Barbados has 
a surplus, and St. Lucia has a reserve fund of, I think, over 7(20,000. Mr. Mitchell-Thomson : 
What circumstances differentiate the cases of Barbados and St. Lucia from St Helena ? 
Mr. Churchill: If the resources of a colony are greatly impaired, then it becomes a matter for 
the consideration of the Government. Such circumstances may occur in St. Helena which so 
far as we are aware, will not arise in the case of the other Islands.

Consular IReporL
Bushire and Mauritian Sugar.

Owing to the disturbed state of Russia, no supplies reached the north, and stocks running 
low, an unprecedented demand in the south for sugar, both loaf and soft, was the result and bi® 
shipments have been arriving since October. Up to the present the merchants in Bushi’re refuse 
to have anything to do with Mauritius sugar, especially the brown, but it has been largely 
imported lately into Bunder Abbas and Rmgah, therefore it is only a matter of time before it win 
be accepted there. u win

Cbe Brussels Suoar Convention.
At a meeting of the Permanent Committee established nnd^r

on May 14th, Great Britain was represented by Sir Henrv Berime and^n M Gn Convention, 
the Board of Trade, Mr. A. Pearson, and Mr. J. Addison Secret ar v’ n?' fountain. of
Brazilian sugar on the ground that it is bountv-fed has Wn via ' 1 . le PloPosai to penalize 
envoy, Senhor Wileman, whose arguments tending to show t°h°at° no'\^ ky the Brazilian 
support of Sir H. Bergne at the last meeting. The Commue ee ¿1 XX .receB’ed the 
no countervailing duties shall be levied bv the ^ionatorv d’ n th.^.following dav. that 
Bergne’s views have therefore prevailed. The 7?^?BrusselsXrr °U Brazihan. sugar. Sir H. 
decision is more in harmony with the attitude of the prison
Convention. present British Cabinet towards the

Ube Colonial Conference.
ColonUlT“nfe1el1^ the correspondence relating to the proposed
are not to be represented at n^n^h^ CoE

invitations have been sent to the seif-governino- * be heM on May 15th. Formerlv
May 2Ist) Sir Campbell-BannermanT in r^/to “Al H°USe °f Commons* on
of opinion that India should be represented Tt . ke’ said that the Government werJ 
hsould be left out in the cold and IX X vOt eas-v to s^e why the Crown
way clear to extend an invitation to them Ssm °re ’9°7 the Government will see their
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Ube West Indian /¡bails.
The last general West Indian Mail was delivered on Monday, May 14th, the next is not 

due until Monday, June 4th. The Northern Island Service of the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company is discontinued, with the result that much inconvenience is being caused to 
merchants and all having dealings with those Colonies. To know that passengers and mails for, 
say, St. Kitts can only now be despatched “by first opportunity” from Barbados naturally 
causes some apprehension, agreeable and congenial though the climate and inhabitants of the 
latter Island are. There are indications, however, of an improvement, and we have every reason 
to hope that arrangements will soon be completed for ameliorating the present position of affairs 
on the lines already foreshadowed in the IVest India Committee Circular.

Meanwhile, we are informed through Reuters’ Agency that at a special meeting of the 
Agricultural and Commercial Society of Antigua, held on Wednesday, May 16th : “ I hat this 
Society be^s strongly to urge upon the Government the hardship inflicted upon the people of 
this Island by the cessation of the regular Mail Service with the United Kingdom, and appeals 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies to use his best endeavours to secure for the Island the 
continuance of such service without delay, and that the Governor be asked to forward a copy of 
this resolution by cable to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Ube Xate Sir TRobert ^romlep.
Lord Elgin, in a dispatch to Sir Bickham Sweet Escott, the Governor of the Leeward 

Islands re^ardino- the death of Sir Robert Bromley, the Administrator of St. Kitts-Nevis, said 
“ S?r Robert Bromley’s death has deprived the Colonial Office of one wnose high character and 
abilities promised a bright future, which has been sadly cut short. From the date of his first 
connection with the Colonial Office he took a special interest m the affairs of the West ^ndies ; 
and by his death the Presidency of St. Kitts-Nevis has lost an Administrator who had the 
welfare of its inhabitants at heart, and used his best endeavours to promote their interests.

Ube Ebitor’s 3>iarp.

received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.

Wed., May 16th—88% Beet, 7/11 flat.
. ,, rnmmittee_ Deputation of the British Cotton GrowingThar., May oF Wales entertained at luncheon at the

Guildhall.—Beet, 7/llf quiet.
Fri. May 18th.-The Wireless Telegraphy Bill passed through the Committee stage in the House of Lords.-Beet, 

7/11 quiet.
■ • i nt Messrs Cadbury Brothers’ model village at Bournville.

Sat Mav 19th.—German municipal visitors were, enter tamed at luessrs. wuu j
—Beet, 7/LOf quiet.

Sun May 20th.—The Simplon Tunnel opened by the King of Italy.
Mon.’, May ^^Parliamentary paper regarding the Colonial Conference, 1907 [C.A., 2975] published.-Beet, 7/1« quiet.

Tues., May 22nd.—Beet, 7/10 flat.

IRotes ot interest.
A New Fertilizer. Chile saltpetre, or nitrate of soda, is valued at fc-33 per 220 pounds, delivered
A New t-eriiiize ei p that a new fertilizer product, nitrate of calcium, or, let

in Europe. Reports com from the nitrogen of the atmosphere, and its price hasUS sa^ nitrate of lime, is manufacturedc from the ¿xpe;iments ^de last

seTonhavedemonlrtatedthat ¡he two fertilizers, the nitrate of calcium and Chile saltpetre are 
of about equal value for plant fertilization.— Louisiana Planter.
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A Record Growth. According to a Sagua (Cubaj paper. one single stool has just yielded 2100 lbs. 
of fine crystalline white cane. About eighteen months ago a piece of cane about twelve inches 
long near one of the sides of the manager’s dwelling, who bestowed no care upon it, until it 
sprang up with such an extraordinarily large number of sprouts as to attract his attention, and 
he then determined to surround the stool with a small fence in order to protect it against cattle. 
This is emphatically a record yield ! If a single stobl would yield f ton dry sugar, what would 
be the output for the acre ?

Our Xibrarp.
The Agricultural News, Vol. V. No. 105, obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms, price Id. Thi~ 

number has a leading article on Messrs. Henry Head& Co.’s hurricane insurance scheme, useful notes on Cotton Planting, 
an interesting personal narrative of how to get rid of mosquitos about dwelling houses,.and a large amount of general 
information.

Ube West Subían Civil Service.
Sir Alexander Ashmore, Colonial Secretary of Ceylon, who formerly acted in the same capacity in British Guiana, 

is in England on leave of absence.

Mr. R. V. Vernon, who used to be in.the West Indian Department, has now been transferred to the South African 
Department at the Colonial Office.

The leave of absence granted to Mr. E. F. S. Bowen, Superintendent of Public Works, Barbados, has been extended 
from the 24th June to the 22nd July next, inclusive.

The Hon. Edward Thomas Grannum, who has been appointed to be a member of the Legislative Council of 
Barbados, resumed his duties as Auditor-General on April 17th.

Mr. G. Ball Greene, First Class Clerk in the Government Secretariat of British Guiana, acts as Principal Clerk 
during the time. Mr. G. D. Bayley acts as Assistant Government Secretary.

Mr. D. G Garraway, Comptroller of Customs, British Guiana, left the Colony on the 9th inst. on nine months’ 
leave, during which Mr. F. W. Collier, Post-Master-General, will perform his duties“.

Mr. Walter S. Shaw. Barrister at Law, has arrived in St. Vincent and assumed his duties as Police Magistrate of 
the First District. Mr. Shaw has also been appointed to act temporarily as Chief Justice of the Colonv and to be a 
member of the Executive Council.

q ML Jusfclce R- M- Routledge, First Puisne Judge of Trinidad, has arrived in England prior to his retirement from 
the Service on pension. Before proceeding to Trinidad thirteen years ago, Judge Routledge had served in the Falkland 
Islands as a Judge and Colonial Secretary. He has acted as Chief Justice of Trinidad. aiKi.iua

Weatber Uelegrams.
British Guiana—(The New Colonial Co., Ltd.) Mav 18th “ j ,

(The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd), week ended May 9th, Port Antonio-“ Fi£^Kingston-* Fi^e ,,Jamaica-

Ube /¡bails»
Gbe IRopal ZHSail Steam Cachet Companv.—outward RnninxrnoW. J. Dagnail), May 31st.—Mrs. and Miss Trimingham Mr E MecSan?0?^08’. R®/ RM-S- “ La Plata " (Capt. 

Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. M. Graillet, Mr. E. C. Morgan Mr R W nt U î’r RtV* and Mrs* J- T- Tunstall. Mr and Mr- 
Grierson, Mr. B. S. Montaan, Mr. Lee, Mr. A' ^“8’ Mr' J' Mr H

Wilson, Mr. C. Alberga. 
Major J. J. C. Watson.

J. GÄÄ SAILINGS per B.M.S. .. pOBT Kingston -
De Costa, Mr. P. A. Craven, ™*M. JoneT Mt M A Mr’ M. A. Bonitto, M^j J Dc C, ■ (

Wrlson. Mr. 0. Albert Bermuda-Miss BurehaU, Ä Mm " pD&

, <tuu iurs. j. F. Robinson,

Apr. 1 to Apr. 15, ’06
„ 1 „ 15, ’05

Sugar 
tons.

706
1,427

Ejports of jprobuce from Jamaica.
Cocoa 
cwts.
1,630 
1,925

Bum 
galls. 

102,246 
141,555

Coffee 
cwts.
1,674

947

Coconuts

286,000
327,250

Pimento 
cwts.

769
1,312

Bananas 
bunches 
564,387 
634,052

Oranges.

1,376,850
242,500
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15 Seething Lane, London, 

May 29th, 1906

Telegrams : “ Caeib, London.” Telephone : 6642 Centkal.

It will be within the recollection of our readers 
that the date originally proposed for the 

coming into force of the Brussels Convention 
for the abolition of sugar bounties was 
September ist, 1902. When it was found that 
a year later was the earliest date which 
would meet with the approval of two of the 
Powers, the British delegates, as a condition 
precedent to their agreeing to the Convention, 
insisted upon complete liberty of action being 
reserved to the British Government as to mea­
sures of relief to be afforded to the West Indies 
“ in order to enable the interests concerned to 
tide over the time before the Convention should 
take effect.” A largely signed memorial was 
addressed to the then Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, calling attention to the grave position 
in which they were placed owing to the delay, 
and no opportunity was lost by the West India 
Committee of representing to the Government, 
by deputations and otherwise, the urgent need 
which there was of assistance being given to 
enable the sugar industry to survive the period

before the Convention came into force. An Imperial Grant-in-Aid of £250,000 was the result. This 
was divided among the West Indian sugar-producing Colonies, the more necessitous receiving a larger
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proportion than those better able to face the situation. In most cases the grant was distributed as a 
free gift to plantations, but the ¿80,000 which was allotted to Barbados was applied for the purpose 
of enabling temporary loans to be made to planters, and a bill entitled “ The Plantation-in-Aid Act, 
1902,” was passed by the Legislature of the Colony containing the necessary provision for this purpose. 
This measure so far realised the expectations of its promoters that in 1903 and again in 1904 and 
1905 its provisions were extended for a further period of a year. When the last homeward mail left 
Barbados it was proposed to continue the Act for a further limited period subject to certain modifica­
tions necessary owing to the attitude of the Colonial Bank. Assuming that this is done it does not 
seem to us a bit too soon for those concerned with the Barbados Sugar Industry to consider what 
must be done when the ¿80,000 becomes available, to secure to every and each Barbadian sugar 
planter his proper share of benefit from the dole. We say sugar planter advisedly, as it will be remem­
bered that by virtue of Ordinance 12 of 1904, the ¿80,000 is vested in the Governor of Barbados in 
Executive Committee upon trust to be applied with the sanction of the Legislature to such object or 
objects as will best promote the collective and permanent interest of the sugar interest in the Island. 
A scheme which immediately suggests itself is that of following the example of Antigua and devoting 
the fund as a bonus for the erection of central sugar factories. As, however, the fund would not be 
sufficient to form a nucleus for more than, say, at the most, two factories, the difficulty at once 
presents itself as to how planters in, let us say, Christchurch or St. James, would benefit from 
factories in St.Johns or St. Andrews, and we now understand that many would hardly be content with 
shares in the factories. The money, by virtue of the original intention of the grant, and, moreover the
Act already referred to, belongs to the planters, and must be devoted to sugar in such a way as will 
be to the interest of planters generally. Outside a pro vata distribution it is difficult to assign an 
application for which it would serve the purpose in view. A plan, however, which would get over the 
difficulty, and should, at the same time, satisfy the planters, occurs to us, and we hope that it will be 
deemed worthy of consideration. The term for which the Imperial Grant for the Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture was made is drawing to a close. Barbados has especially felt the advantage of 
it in connection with the sugar industry, and should the Department not be renewed on its present 
lines, would it not be possible to carry on the work, so far as Barbados is concerned with 
the aid of the ¿80,000? It would be the greatest possible pity if the excellent work of 
the Department were allowed to lapse, and by the planters in this way taking over the 
Barbados branch as a going concern, a valuable institution would be maintained in a position to 
develop further the results which have been already attained. It would be quite possible also to aid 
any central factory scheme at the same time. Sufficient of the fund could be nla^rl / ’ a
run the Agricultural Department for three years, say, £I2,ooo, while the balance could beZoU to 

furthermg the erection of a central factory, repayment of the principal and interest being begun 
when the factory starts, say at the second year, and provision thus made for the further r
the Department. In this way, not only would individual planters derive the benefit f T?'"8 °" 
run practically by their own money, but the Island generally would reap the advan^e^^T} 
step towards sugar centralisation. We commend this idea to the Rarb^- i ’ f * a 
calculated to do the maximum of benefit to the Island, while carrying out theV “ h6'”8 °n6 

m 6 °f the SUgar Planter’ “dividually and collective^
would afford scientific aid to every branch of cane growing and manufacture and 
gations regarding seedling canes, a line of research which has alreadv d C°nt'nUe “ 'nvesti 
Barbadian planter, even though it is only in its infancy. ‘ Y d°ne so much for the

At this time of year the hoardings in London are adorned r 
inviting one to spend a holiday in Switzerland, the Tyrof P°SterS

? or other parts nf __or other parts of the Continent.
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Later they will be succeeded by others calling attention to the climatic and spectacular advantages of 
the Italian lakes, and various “health” resorts on the Riviera, to which people begin to flock after 
the official close of the Swiss season on September 15th. This systematic advertising is due partly to 
the individual effort of the railway companies and hotel proprietors, partly to co-operative effort 
through hotel-keepers’ societies, and partly also to Government action and municipal enterprise. 
That the results of the advertisements must be remunerative will, we think, be generally admitted, as
every year they become more and more numerous. In this country there is now a tendency to follow 
the example of the Continent, and in many seaside towns a special rate is levied for “ Amusements 
associations,” and the like, which advertise the town, it being felt that as the whole community benefit 
from a large influx of tourists, it is right that every member of it should contribute. Now, hitherto, 
in these artistic displays the West Indies have been conspicuous by their absence, though it must be 
admitted that much has been done to popularise the Islands by the posters of the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company, and Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co., which of recent years have shown a very

marked improvement from an artistic point of view, 
than has as yet been attempted, and it is a question for

But much more can be done in this direction
serious consideration whether a tourist bureau 
lines similar to that existing in New Zealandmight not be formed in one or more of the Islands on

of which Mr. Kelway spoke to us in the course of his interesting lecture on May 24th last, with the 
object of popularising the West Indies as a tourist resort. But it is no good advertising scenery for 
tourists unless you have accommodation for them ; and although Jamaica has many hotels of first 
order and Trinidad and Barbados have their Queen’s Park Hotel and Marine Hotel respectively-the 
former is a particularly good one-it must be conceded that the other Colonies make a poor show in 
this respect Mr. Kelway reminded us how very remunerative the tourist traffic is to Jamaica, and 
there is no reason whatever why the other West Indian Colonies should not be equally popular and 
reap equal benefit. But we always hear the same story; the tourists return and complain of 
the hotels, and of the lack of general arrangements made for their convenience and entertainment. As 
regards the amusements provided for tourists, it is open to question whether the example of foreign spas 
might not be adopted, and a small levy made on visitors staying over one week in the Island, 
practice is almost universal on the Continent, and added to the weekly bill a “ kurtax of 1/- does no 
press heavily on the visitor, who gets in return for it such advantages as first class reading-rooms 
music in abundance, and every facility for obtaining information regarding the best expeditions an 
excursions to be made and how to set about making them. The quiet season-we will not call the 
dull season—is now coming on in the West Indies and it is just at this time when plans for the nex 
tourist season should be considered and threshed out with a view to their consummation in time o 
1006 It is out of the question to provide in the time new hotels in those islands which need them, but 
something should be done towards putting what accommodation they do possess on a better footing and 
especially, and this applies generally, in improving the food. It must be remembered that tourists from 
Great Britain and the United States are accustomed to menus out of the power, as a rule of tropica 

ipply but a great deal can be done in the direction of making the most of what there is 
be had. The attendance, also, is another point on which too much stress cannot be laid. At any rate 
there are many ways in which existing accommodation and arrangement can be considerab y improved 
and made more attractive to the twentieth century visitors, and on these the attention of all interested 

in the tourist traffic-and who are not ?-should focus their attention.

countries to su

_N a former issue we referred to Canada’s preferential sugar tariff, and to the dissatisfaction on 

I the part of West Indian planters at the scanty advantage which they were reaping -from it. 
From the Canadian demand not being equal to the West Indian supply, as we pointed out, the control



^54 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. May 30, 1906

of the market was practically in the hands of the refiners, who were in a position to give as much 
as they thought fit of the preference to the sellers. The proportion, therefore, of the latter which the 
planters received depended entirely upon the immediate wants of the refiner. Of late, however, a 
new factor has entered into the question, and that is the increasing amount of Scotch granulated which 
goes into Canada and obtains preferential treatment on the declaration that it was made from British 
raw sugar. This sugar enters into direct competition with the Canadian refiners, and has introduced 
an element of considerable perplexity. It would appear that the Scotch refiner, notwithstanding the 
double freight, is in a position not only to give a higher price for his raw article, but also to 
compete with the Canadian refiner on his own ground, for it is a fact that of late the Clyde refiners 
ave been paying a higher price for muscovado than the Canadian. A recent trade circular from 
a iax states that the refiners were then giving, practically, the whole of the preference 

to the seller of 96° centrifugal, and half to those of muscovado, but recent sales of the former 
m Demerara and elsewhere, in no way bear this out. The Canadian refiners aver that their cost of 
re rung is higher than that of the Scotch, but surely this is a matter within their own control. Pro- 
factofZeZi fi 7 "7 handiCapPed “ c°“P^ed with their Scotch brethren, still the
i nac t Z 96° crystals to “uscovado points to a weakness in their refining
up of the St L IS in r POWer n° chargeS in winter ‘he locking
up the St. Lawrence applies equally to the Scotch imported sugar. Anyhow, there must be somethin! 
wrong somewhere if they cannot, as they allege, prevent sugar made in Scotland from West Indian 
aws competing with them successfully in their own market. If this be the case as things are now 

there is nothing to prevent the whole of the Canadian sugar industry passing into the hands of the 
otch refiners save the capacity of output of the latter. Putting the question of preference altogether

on one side, the fact remains that Scotch refiners are, according to the c g
able to refine West Indian sugar, and land the finished article in Canada a
Canadian refiners, after, in the case of muscovado certainlv n9 ’ i • i • W6f figUre than the 

As we have said above the question of the preference does not ent* FaW artlcle*
Scotch and Canadian refiners. Were there no preferential t 'ff 6 C°mpetltlon between the
and the whole question resolves itself into this • Can the Scotch % f 6 W°Uld be unaltered?

cheaper than the Canadians as to more than equalise the extra freZ and" TX

pay a higher price for their sugars ? Can this be the case ; or, is it thai the Can d tim6 ‘°
made the worst of their position in order to prolong the n» ’ f “ Canadian refiners have 
ence to West Indian sugar ? The more we look at the quZon th 6 P°SSible °f the prefer- 

““... i~

tbe Eart o, snabonaa. #
The distinguished career of Lord Dundonald a

familiar that it is hardly necessary to recall how, when in the o T TlnfE^ypt and South Africa is so 
AbuKleanand I C 5’hT he,t0°k Part in ‘he march for the reliefs KI ^Uardsf he ser'ed in the Nile 
Abu Klea and Goubat, and volunteered to carry de-Datrh^c * * Khartoum, how he was present at 
and subsequently the fall of Khartoum and theS of the seizure of Gakdull Wells
despatches and promoted. All remember how in T« * Gordon> for which he was mention!/•
the 2nd Cavalry Brigade entering Tori -A lg99, he commanded the Natal FUM r? entioned in
how he participated the Natal Army on Feb
ClOSe- °n his c°oneX in the fighting which

we wish to dwell. The Cochrane r , . st fndtes in general, and TrimAnj ■ & • e "ar *° abeen associated with that pari of m!°f WThlCh Lord Dundonald is the ™ A “ Particular, that 
commanded the British Squadron in Weft 'iml Dundonald’s great-uncle Sir Ale^'d6’ Iong 
Nelson at Barbados. H?s

a the British fleet there in
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1847, and wrote a most interesting book entitled “The utilisation of a waste product,” in which he 
pointed out the valuable uses to which the Trinidad pitch might be put, this substance not being at that 
time utilised for industrial purposes. It was he who took out all the patents for the use of this 
material, some of them being for asphalting streets, covering and insulating wires, foundations for piers, 
coatings for iron pipes, and some for various other new contrivances. The family still holds asphalt 
property in the islands, and Lord Dundonald himself takes a great interest in I rinidad, its people, and 
its prosperity. While he was there recently he personally superintended the carrying out of improve­
ments on his property near the town, by which a most magnificent view over the harbour and town 
has been opened up. We understand that it is his intention to build himself a house there in the 
midst of the beautiful flora of the Island which he so greatly admires. Lord Dundonald is a respected 
Member of the West India Committee.

Xorb /TOtlnen
The address to Lord Milner, expressing appreciation of his services in Africa, can be signed at 

the West India Committee Rooms, or any reader who finds a difficulty in personally signing may have 
his signature appended upon sending his name, address, and profession or occupation and authorising, 
in writing, such signature—to the Secretary, the West India Committee, 15» Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.

H Ibunbreb ¡Sears 2lgo.
A Court Martial.

On the 26th of July, 1795, a fleet of 130 vessels started from Jamaica for home under the convoy of 
the H.M.SS. “ Medusa" and 11 Triton," Captain Norman of the former vessel being in charge. The faster 
sailing men of war made the pace home, the slower of the merchantmen being quite unable to keep up with them, 
while the convoying ships apparently made no endeavour to hold the fleet together or wait for the laggards. As a 
result, the fleet tailed off, being further separated by bad weather, which caused considerable damage to the slower 
vessels, from the latter having to carry an undue amount of sail in their endeavours to maintain their position. 
The Commodore, according to the report presented to the Committee, was sometimes so far ahead as to be out of 
sight even of the foremost ships. The result of this was that on nearing the Channel towards the middle of 
September the fleet in touch with the convoy was reduced to about 30 sail, and sixteen of the merchantmen were 
captured by the enemy. On the matter being reported to the Admiralty, a Court Martial was held on Captain 
Norman, and in the minutes of the 8th March, 1796, the following appears

“ Mr. Sewell acquainted the Committee that having received Notice, that a Court Martial 
was ordered to be held on board His Majesty’s Ship, “ Prince George,” in Portsmouth Harbour, 
on Monday, the 8th day of February last, for the Trial of Captain James Norman Commander 
of His Maiesty’s Ship “ Medusa,” for Neglect and Misconduct towards the Fleet which sailed 
from Jamaica in the Month of July last under his Convoy; he had proceeded to Portsmouth 
and had there, as Agent for the Island of Jamaica and also on behalf of the.Merchants and 
Others interested in the West India Trade, conducted the Prosecution against the said Captain 
Norman. That the Trial commenced on Tuesday the 9th day of February and ended on 
Monday the 29th day of the same Month, when Captain Norman was by the Court Adjudged 
to be Reprimanded and to be continued on Half Pay for the remainder of his Lite._
Rear Admiral Sir Roger Curtis was president of the Board, and Rear Admiral Rodney Bligh, probably of 

“ Bounty ' fam Z of the members. The sentence would have been more severe had it not been for disob^ 
tn o de f shewn by some of the merchantmen. The Court Martial sat for nineteen days The West Ind a 
Committee presented Mr. Sewell with a piece of plate value 100 guineas in recognition of his services on this 
occasion, a practical method of showing appreciation much in vogue in those days, but which m recen year 
been allowed almost entirely to fall in desuetude.

Ube nbail Service.
_T mntinne to reach us regarding the present state of the mail service; but
Many comp another paragraph in the present issue, some hope that the Northern

though there is “ mdica jn faps a modified form, it is of the utmost importance that
Islands services will b . i should be taken in hand in order that the proper connections
the West Indian “e as a be of

July 12th having been postponed to July 19th, three weeks after the 
departure of the R.M.S.P. “ Orinoco,” which leaves Southampton on June
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As will be seen from the extracts from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents representations 
are being made to the Government by the Leeward Islands and St. Lucia, while according to Reuters 
Agency the Barbados House of Assembly have appointed a committee to consider the best means of 
securing a continuation of a regular mail service from England, and to the neighbouring islands. 
Most of the mayors (merchants ?) in the Colony have telegraphed to Lord Elgin, and it is 
generally hoped that some arrangement may be come to with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 
to secure the same reliable service that existed formerly.

Jamaica as a Uourist IResort.
Empire Day was celebrated in a suitable manner at the West India Committee Rooms on 

May 24th, when Mr. A. Clifton Kelway delivered a very interesting lecture on Jamaica as a tourist 
resort. Sir Augustus Hemming, a late Governor of Jamaica, presided, and among those present 
were:—Sir Charles Bruce, Sir E. Noel Walker, Mr. Edward Anderson, Mr. J. Bains, Mr. G. Baxter, 
Mrs. E. R. Beccles, Mrs. Carey, Colonel Cargill, Mr. G. T. Case, Mr. Claxton, a representative of 
Messrs. Thomas Cook & Sons, Miss Cushman, Mr. H. de Pass, a representative of Messrs. Elder,

Dempster & Co., Mrs. Ellis,

From a photo by J. W. Cleary.
Castleton Gardens, Jamaica.

Miss A. Elmslie, Miss Q. 
Elmslie, Mr. W. Goodwin, 
Mr. W. J. Grasett, Mr. L. 
Gray, Mr. J. T. Haynes, Mrs. 
Haynes, Mrs. Hewett, Mrs. 
Hinkson, Mr. George Hughes, 
Mr. Arthur Johnson, Mr. 
Kolkenbeck, Miss Constance 
Lee, Mr. R. G. Lee, Mr. 
Alex. G. Low, Mr. Duncan 
Mackintosh, Mr. A. McD. 
Nathan, Mr. Boyd A. Neilson, 
Mrs. Neilson, Mr. Newton, 
Mrs. Stanhope Nicoll, Mr. G. 
Osmond, Mr. M. H. Pattin­
son, Mr. W. F. Piper, Mr. J. 
Rippon, Mr. W. G. Roberts, 
Miss Robinson, a represen­
tative of the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Co., Mr. R. 
Rutherford, Mrs. Rutherford, 
Mr. T. W. Rutherford, 
Mr. F. I. Scard, Miss R. C. 
Scott, Mr. H. K. Franklin

These beautiful gardens in the Parish of St.Mary, 19 miles, on the road from 
Kingston to Annotto Bay, contain a large and varied collection of tropical 
plants and economic, spice and fruit trees.

and Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary.
Sir Augustus Hemming, in introducing the lecturer to the

Smith, Mr. Charles J. Tarring, 
Miss Villiers, Miss Weston, 
Mr. E. T. Whitaker, Mr. J. H. 
W ilkinson, Mr T. B. Younger

on nugubius neuumug, in introducing tne lecturer to the meetincr r 11 • 1which had been received by the Secretary of the West India Commitf-S ad the following letter, 
---------------------------------inaia Committee from Lord Meath, theoriginator of the Empire Day movement :

Sir,—It has given me great pleasure to hear that the West India Commits -
Day ” by having a lecture delivered on "Jamaica as a Tourist Resort,” “ E,?Pire
of Sir Augustus Hemming, who, as Governor of Jamaica, took such an artiwnt Kelway, under the presidency 
Empire Day movement in that Colony. tx e lnterest last year in the promotion of the

I am informed that last year the Empire Day movement was obs^rv^H .
all events in some of these schools, and I trust in all of them, the inner meaning of ¡h/m SCh°°ls’ and 1 doubt not that at 

As you are probably aware the inner meaning of the movement mav bf waS not forgotten.
or class interests to those of the State and of the community, and the inculcadon on^m n ? f6 ,S,ubord™tion of selfish 
honourable obligation which rests upon them of preparing themselves etbX 'r*0'^ 
r™“” bSi'Uu «texs. £

Sir Augustus u„ „ ,.y he had „„ ddubl
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as it was when he was there, and he trusted that it was so in all the Colonies of the Empire. It was,
perhaps, not inappropriate that 
he should have been asked 
to take the chair upon this 
occasion, as for nearly seven 
years he had his home in the 
beautiful Island of which 
they were to hear that after­
noon, and it was during his 
administration, and principally 
due to his initiation, that the 
Direct Line to Jamaica, which, 
under the energetic manage­
ment of Sir Alfred Jones, had 
done so much to increase 
tourist traffic and bring the 
knowledge of Jamaica before 
the British public, was first 
established. He did not think 
that there were many parts 
of Jamaica with which he was 
not familiar, and he could not 
speak too enthusiastically of 
its varied and entrancing 
beauty. Jamaica might fairly 
be called the “ Riviera of the
West,” and it had advantages 
over the European Riviera 
in that it did not experience 
the sudden variations of climate

to which the latter was subject. It was now placed within ten days 
England, and he hoped that a good many persons who had gone bef^ the Medite„

J. w. Cleary.

From a photo by Congtant Spdn0 «footCl, SailtatCa.

Within a short distance from Kingston an best* in" thePfsltnd. During the 
trams, the Constant Spring Hotel is one of theto m
season it is always crowded with visitors, Eng

sure if even all in the room really thought how great the Empire was.

J. W. Cleary.
From a photo by ©bore of TRin^ton Ibarboun

A conspicuous feature of tropical scenery is the coco-nut palm» which is 

second only to the stately cabbage palm in beauty;

afield, for their winter holiday, 
would take the opportunity of 
visiting the West Indies, where 
they would undoubtedly be re­
warded for any extra trouble 
to which they might be put in 
getting there. He looked for­
ward with much interest to 
what Mr. Kei way had to say.

Mr. Kelway said that before 
coming to the subject proper 
of Jamaica, he would like to say 
a word about Empire Day. It 
seemed a notable thing that 
a day of such recent origin 
should have become so generally 
observed, for it was only in 1904 
that Empire Day was estab­
lished, and not far short of 
10,000 places were joining with 
them this year in its celebration. 
He thought it was all for the 
good that some day, and prefer­
ably the birthday of such a 
truly great ruler as the late 
Queen Victoria, should have 
been chosen to make them think 
of Empire. He was not quite 

Lord Meath’s letter, to which
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all had listened with interest, stated very clearly the purpose of Empire Day. Mr. Kei way pro­
ceeded to give some interesting statistics concerning the Empire.

In addressing an audience like that before him, there was, said the lecturer, an advantage, as 
to many of those present Jamaica being well known, he might, therefore, omit much of the usual 
guide-book information. As to his qualification to speak, they were just these : During the main 
part of the past English winter he had been in the Island, and had sojourned there for ten weeks, 
from November to February, during which time it was his good fortune to travel the whole of the 
180 miles of railway in the Island, to visit several times about ten of the principal towns, and 
to drive something like 200 miles through the more unknown and remote parts of the ( olony. 
Moreover, he had stayed in all the leading hotels and boarding houses, and, best of all, he had been 
privileged to know many of the hospitable inhabitants of Jamaica, and to draw upon the vast amount 
of practical experience of the Island which they possessed.

Coming directly to the subject, he would like to take it in two parts—-First of all, he would 
endeavour to indicate some of the many undeniable advantages possessed by Jamaica as a tourist 

resort, especially for English 
people ; and then, secondly, 
perhaps he might be permitted 
to make some suggestions 
which, in his humble opinion, 
might lead to further develop­
ment of that tourist traffic 
which meant so much to 
Jamaica. Undeniably the Is­
land lay a considerable distance 

- from England, but this had 
been much abridged by the 
Imperial Direct Line from 
Bristol, and remembering the 
advantages of a sea voyage, in 
addition to the charm of the 
Island, the distance seemed 
well worth doing, compared 
with the trouble of getting to 
those Continental resorts which

From a photo by j. w Cleary.

Gbe Ibotel Citcbfielb, iport Antonio, Jamaica.

This magnificent hotel, entirely rebuilt in 1905, has accommodation for 350 
persons. It has 60 private suites. It is built and run with American capital, 
being owned by the United Fruit Company.

had been mentioned by Sir 
Augustus Hemming. Then, 
in travelling to Jamaica by 
the Royal Mail route, although 
the time was longer there were 
great and compensating advan­
tages. First of all the tourist 
went to Barbados, then to 
Trinidad, and thence down the 
Spanish Main to Colon, where

one had the opportunity of seeing that great prospective waterway of the world which was in the 
making, the Panama Canal. To the student of big events he thought few things could be more 
interesting than to see this vast work in what he might term the “ workshop stage ”

Coming to Jamaica, this “ Queen of the Antilles,” as it was so well and iruly called it was 
very difficult indeed to say anything that adequately described the Island or was worthy of “ 
Mr. Kelway had long since read a very great deal of what Froude, Kingsley, and other masters of 
“S H.’ wsss

niahe those who hod not ..eh th. Hand fully 1» bc.tty „d
would speak of a few practical points, such as climate Tn hk 1 ^cuxeness. But heregarded from the most critical point of view, was absolutely satisfactory

illness or discomfort there during his stay. Roughlv sneaking he did pk; i k hour s 
in Jamaica when there was no rain ; of course, there were ^wo rainv WaS eVer a time
between those seasons it seemed that there were quite frequent shower^T-11!’ i^ "I the intervals 
in some degree moist. The temperature being thL he^i lik f
disastrous consequences on strangers to it, and he believed he was ri<rht in f 1 2 y tO ,nHlct 
was a very rare thing indeed to meet with cases of sunstroke. Then therT^ewondertt^
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which poured through Kingston by night and by day, and which regularly ventilated, fumigated and 
made pure and wholesome that city. Even if the heat at Kingston were found to be too great and 
one wished to evade it, there were the hill resorts, where it was always delightfully cool. So it would 
be seen that a great deal of change and variety of climate was available for those who visited Jamaica.

With reference to the beauty spots of the Island, the difficulty in speaking of them was that they 
were so numerous, and each was so intrinsically beautiful in itself. The lecturer could only generalise, and 
perhaps mention one or two with which he was privileged to make a close and enjoyable acquaintance. 
1'he chief delight, in his opinion, was to be found in riding or driving along the excellent roads, thus 
seeing the scenery and people of Jamaica as one could not do in any other way. Much, of course, 
might be seen from the railway. For instance, 
in the course of the ride between Port Antonio 
and Kingston, a distance of seventy miles, the 
line penetrated twenty-seven tunnels and spanned 
many roaring torrents, the whole journey pre­
senting scenes of exceptional grandeur. There 
was, however, so much of interest in the people, 
and it was only by driving that one could come 
upon the inhabitants in their natural and simple 
life, see them at their daily work, and gain an 
adequate idea of their method of life.

In regard to the much discussed question 
of hotels in Jamaica, it was true here, of course, 
as in other places, that the demand would create 
the supply; no better evidence of this was 
needed than was to be found in such a hotel as 
the Titchfield, at Port Antonio, which repre­
sented almost the very last word in hotel build­
ing and equipment. He did not say that the 
hotels of Jamaica were absolute perfection ; but 
after a long and enjoyable stay at Constant 
Spring, beautifully situated some seven miles out 
of Kingston, at the foot of the Blue Mountains, 
he could speak with the certainty born of 
personal experience. And it was his opinion 
that if the hotels of Jamaica were compared 
with those of, say, the Hawaiian Islands, New 
Zealand, Australia, Switzerland, California, with 
which he was personally acquainted, then they 
stood the comparison well. A comparison with 
the Savoy or the Cecil in London, or the 
St. Regis in New York, was not a fair one, as 
the local difficulties in regard to catering, fur­
nishing, &c., were necessarily great. Mr. Kelway 
had heard that there was a scheme on foot to 
increase still further the hotel accommodation, 
and to this endeavour everyone who had the 
welfare of the Island at heart could only wish

From a photo by J. W. Cleary.

21 Seller of Coco-nuts in Jamaica.

This illustration hardly requires a description. Judging 
by the amiable smile on the face of the itinerant vendor 
it is safe to assume that his trade in carved coco-nuts and 
curios is brisk and satisfactory .

the very heartiest success. been remarkably impressed with the excellenceGoing further afield than Kings on the 1"Î H to Ld here in England sinn-
of the accommodation provided fo . ’ 1 s of equai <qze, of equal isolation, and equal remote-
larly good and satisfactory ‘ for dPrivi or Jiding tours might be sure that they would be
ness from the larger cities. Thos g £ when they arrived at their destination. In connection 
well received at the smaller places; those gentlemen who had to do with their con-
with the roads, too.much honourcould not^aid ^g so nt
struction and maintenance , mdeed, h encouragement of the automobile traffic, as they were
that there could be no.danger even about t^encoura succ The Hne
quite able to cope with it. Die; ra y, of the finest tQ be seen . but he was
was a triumph of engineering, and t , UnneceSsarily unpleasant and uncomfortable by the
bound to add that the journey wa , h mount of dirtwhich found its way into those carriages, 
antiquated sty^o^ two which he would like to make, and he
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did so in the hope that some at any rate of those present might, perhaps, be able to bring their influence 
to bear, if the suggestions commended themselves, to turn them into facts. In New Zealand, where 
he had travelled during 1904, there was an important official Tourist Bureau or Department of I ourist 
and Health Resorts, whose duty it was to care for, as far as was necessary and possible, all strangers 
and visitors to that country. The advantages of such a provision were obvious. In Jamaica there 
were individual and excellent semi-private attempts to meet the need, but in New Zealand nothing 
was left to chance or private enterprise, and plans were made to suit every wish of the tourist. It 
seemed to him that if in Jamaica something of this kind could be arranged (allowing for the difference 
in Government, of course), something larger and more adequate than those agencies which now 
existed, and were entirely due to private enterprise, then much might be done to increase and develop 
the tourist traffic in this wonderful Island. In Kingston, also, perhaps something might be done to 
enhance the natural attractions, especially in the way of providing band music, and constructing a 
marine drive along the harbour shore. At any rate, he hoped that the day would come when one or 
two of these suggestions might be carried into effect and be found of good result.

For the dry facts concerning Jamaica, historical, geographical and commercial, Mr. Kelway 
referred those present to Mr. Cundall’s book, “Jamaica in 1905,” which was distributed among the 
audience, and was an excellent work. He was also much impressed by what could be done in the 
way of advertising the Island and its charms by means of picture postcards. He found that Germany 
alone during the past year had issued 1,161,000,000 of postcards, then came the United States, and 
Great Britain was third with 613,000,000. These figures pointed to the conclusion that great things 
could be done by means of postcards of the West Indies, such as those with which the Secretary of 
the West India Committee had made them all so pleasantly acquainted. He would also like to draw 
attention to a book issued by the United Fruit Company of Boston, dealing with Jamaica ; this was a 
triumph of artistic advertisement.

With regard to the suggestions made, the question of expense would quite probably be brought 
forward against them. But on good authority he had learnt that during the season just ended 
^150,000 was brought into Jamaica by the visitors who came to the Island. Surely this was an 
important point, and one which made it worth while, for even the most ardent economist, to pause ere 
rejecting any effort to improve the condition of things in the Island as concerning tourists.

In concluding, Mr. Kelway had, he thought, said enough to indicate that his remembrances of 
the Island were most happy, indeed all the overwhelming beauty and magnificence of Jamaica united 
to produce an impression which could never be successfully realised until people had gone there and 
seen for themselves something of its superb loveliness, its unrivalled scenic splendour. (Applause.)

Mr. A. McDowell Nathan said he was sure that all had listened with delight to the lecture 
which had just been delivered by Mr. Kelway, and he might say that never before had he heard 
Jamaica described so beautifully. Mr. Kelway, it was quite evident, had a mind to grasp the beautiful. 
He had spoken of the necessity for a tourist bureau which might cope with the tourist trade that had 
lately sprung up in Jamaica. Two years ago Mr. Nathan had brought the matter up at a meeting of 
the Merchants Exchange, and tried to get the thing started by everyone in the Island interested At 
that time it was thought too early for anything of the kind, and it fell through, but he was pleased'to 
say that it had not been lost sight of. Also, they were hoping to put up in St. Andrew a hotel which 
would rival the Titchfield. With respect to the railway, it was hoped that this would be put in -ood 
order as soon as the finances got a little better Mr. Kelway was quite correct about the disadvantages 
of travelling on the railway, but the great trouble in constructing the line through the Island was soml 
excuse for its present deficiencies. »umc

Sir Augustus Hemming, who offered on behalf of the audience a sincere vote of thanks to 
Mr. Kelway for his interesting and instructive lecture, agreed almost entirely with all he had said and 
m regard to climate he could say that while Mr. Kelway had stated that he had enjoyed perfecTheakh 
during the ten weeks he was in Jamaica, he himself had never suffered at all dum' his stav 
of nearly seven years The old idea that Jamaica was an unhealthy climate was now exploded 
Yellow Fever was a thing of the oast and a littD nrrlipor,, 1 1 v expioaea.
required to ensure perfect health. In addition to the welcom/c^hr311 PIfU i3-11 tbat was
told, there was always a delightful land breeze blowing at nip-ht f e ° whlch they had just been 
cool and pleasant. There wls no doubt that grea^ hllls^s° that the nights were
the railway, and he hoped that the time would come when those imnr^ required connection with 
must not be forgotten that the Island wasTaddhd wl n t improvements would be made, but it 
Until the trade and prosperity of the Island considerably increased ebt/l%re8arded the railway, 
possible for the Government to afford any very large s^m to nOt be
pleased to hear from Mr. Nathan that a new hotel was to be frectld for ^holel ° 
was not at present adequate to meet the increasing demands. Mr. kelwly had als's“K
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excellent roads in Jamaica, and of these the Colony might well be proud. They were the admiration 
and envy of American visitors.

Mr. Kelway thanked the meeting for their vote of thanks, and in response to Mr. Rutherford’s 
resolution of thanks to the Chairman, Sir Augustus Hemming expressed the pleasure it had been to 
him to attend and to do anything to promote the welfare of Jamaica, in which he would always take a 
sincere interest.

A copy of Mr. Frank Cundall’s “ Jamaica in 1905 ” was presented to each lady and gentleman 
present, and tea having been served in the Secretary’s office, the very successful meeting was brought 
to a close.

Ube proposed 1Rum Stanbarb for Jamaica.
At a meeting of the Jamaica Board of Agriculture held on March 12th last, the papers in 

connection with the fixing of a rum standard were under consideration. Mr. Cousins, the Island 
Chemist. Mr. G. D. Murray and the Hon. Clarence Bourne were in favour of the proposed 
standardisation. Mr. Fawcett, the Director of Public Gardens, was opposed to it, and the Archbishop 
considered that the facts should be put before the Governor for him to form his own opinion. The 
Island Chemist was asked to make a statement of the arguments in favour of his case to be sent first 
to Mr. Fawcett so that he could explain his arguments against it, and then, together with Mr. h awcett s 
reply, to be circulated among the members of the Board.

Cotton Jmports.
The Board of Trade has issued the following statement 

cotton consigned to the United Kingdom during the month endin 
the corresponding period of 1905 :—

Month
ended 

Country whence Consigned. April 30th,
1906.

(A) Consigned from Foreign Countries— Cwts.
America .............................  - 97O’^9
Brazil • •• ••• ••• ••• ^9,794
~ x . 149,224Egypt •............................ 8212
Other countries

showing the quantity (in cwts.) of 
g April 30th, 1906, compared with

,, Increase ( + ) or
M°ntJ Decrease (-)

A e“ded, in 1906,
April 30th, compared with

T9°5- I9O5.

Cwts. Cwts.
1,117,964 - 147,285

10,547 4 39,247
252,056 - 102,832

6,048 + 2,164

Total
(B) Consigned from Places in the British 

Empire—
East Indies ...
British West Indies ...............
British West Africa
British Central Africa
British East Africa
British Guiana and Honduras
Canada • •• ••• .
Other British Possessions...

Total

1,177,909

54,120 
2,918 
2,812

87
453

2
180

24

1,386,615

13,007 
580 
5J4

2,030

+
 14

 4
 4

 4
 4

 4
 

1 208,706

4TII3
2,338
2,298

87
453

2
1,850

24

60,596 16,131 4 44,465

Grand total 1,238,505 1,402,746 - 164,241

Consular IReports.
The Yield of Cane in Vera Cruz. planted in sugar

rhe American Consul at \ era C ywenty.six to forty-five tons of cane per
cane in eighteen counties in the.State h is t at 65 % (sic) of the weight of the cane,

produced runs from to ro% or over.
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The Great Value of Exhibitions.
Mr. Consul Laidlaw reports that the exhibition held in Portland from June to October 1905, 

has already had the effect of increasing the immigration of desirable settlers and the influx of outside 
capital and enterprises, not only into Portland but into the three States of Washington, Oregon and 
Idaho. As a means of advertising the products and resources of the States and countries which 
participated in it, the exhibition was an unqualified success. Many prophesied a season ot depression 
after its close, but the reverse has been the case.

The Results of Amalgamation in Bilbao.
From all reports it appears that the hope and objects of the sugar amalgamation, the Sociedad 

General Azucarera de Espana, effected, have not met with the success anticipated, owing to the 
competition offered by the numerous small manufacturers which had not joined the trust, and by the 
establishment of new works. The price of sugar, comparing with 1904, fell more than 100 pesetas 
per metric ton. It was sold at 54 pesetas per 50 kilos., and at present it is at 48 pesetas for the same 
quantity. In this district there are only the following works actually open :—In Alava 1, Navarre 2, 
Santander 1, Sorial.

Profitable Sugar Production in Russia.
Forty-five per cent, was the dividend declared by one sugar factory in Russia in March 1906. 

One factory paid 2|% (this factory suffered severely during agrarian disturbances), one 3%, one 4%, 
one 5%, one 15%, one 17%, three 20%, two 25%, and two 30%. The production of sugar during the 
past season was 1,063,255 tons, of which 870,000 tons were destined for home consumption. There 
was already a surplus of 64,000 tons left over from the preceding season, and this will be put on the 
home market as soon as prices rise above the limit fixed officially. The export of sugar from 
September 14th, 1905, to March 4th, 1906, was about 16,000 tons, against nearly 100,000 tons in the 
corresponding period of the preceding year. Russia produces about one-fifth of the world’s output of 
sugar; the consumption per head is about one-fifth of that of the United Kingdom.

Ube lEbitor’s Wiarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.

Wed., May 23.—Mr. Walter B. Kingsford presided over the General Meeting of the West India and Panama Telegraph 
Company.—Beet, 7s. rod., quiet.

Thurs., May 24th.—Empire Day.—Lecture on Jamaica at the West India Committee Rooms.—Mr. Chamberlain presided 
over a Banquet to Lord Milner at the Hotel Cecil.—Letter in the Times, from Sir Alfred Jones 
on “ Cotton Growing.”

Frid., May 25th.—The R.M.S. Port Henderson arrived at Avonmouth from Kingston, Jamaica.—Worcester election 
declared void. Mr. G. H. Williamson (C.) unseated.—Beet, 7S. iojd., quiet.

Sat., May 26th.—Beet (morning call), 7s. nd., steadier.
Sun’, May 27th.— The Herald's Caracas correspondent stated that General Castro had issued a proclamation announcing 

his intention to retire into private life.
Mon., May 28th.—Beet, 7s. njd., firm.
Tues., May 29th.—Beet, 7s. njd., quiet.

Coining JEvents.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixlures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.

Wed., May 30th.—Derby Day.—Annual Meeting of the R.M S.P. Co.
Thurs., May 31st.—Meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee.
Mon., June 4th.—The West Indian Cricket team arrives at Southampton.
Wed., June 6th.—Show of Colonial fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster
Sat., June 8th.—West Indian Club dinner to the West Indian Cricket team at the Imperial Restaurant
Mon., June nth.—Cricket: West Indians v. London County at the Crystal Palace F aDt
Thurs., June 14th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Essex, at Leyton.

,, ,, —Meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee.
Mon., Junei8th.—Cricket: West Indians v. Lord Brackley’s team, at Lords.
Thurs., June21st.— ,, ,, ,, v. Minor Counties, at Ealing.
Mon., June25th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Surrey, at the Oval.
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IRotes of interest.
BANK RATE. Bank Rate at 4 % (changed May 3rd, 1906), and Consols (2| %) 89Th

BON VOYAGE. Professor Carmody, the Government Analyst of Trinidad, is returning to the 
Colony by the R.M.S.P. “ La Plata,” completely restored to health, after a brief holiday in this 
country.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended May 24th, 359 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.yod. per lb. ; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, 13^. per lb. ; fine, iq^d. per lb.; and extra fine, i6d. per lb. Prices paid 
iqd. to 13d.

FRENCH SUGAR The diminution of the French sugar consumption of last year is officially attributed 
to the high prices in the early part of the year and to low stocks. The shortage of fruit and the 
restrictions on the employment of sugar in the wine industry has also had considerable effect on the 
consumption.

B’DOS MAYORS. Can it be that Speightstown, Holetown and Bathsheba have been incorporated and 
given municipal rights since the last mail left Barbados ? A press agency the other day reported 
that most of the mayors in the Colony had telegraphed to Lord Elgin on a matter of importance. 
Hence our enquiry.

RUM, INDEED. An appeal to all lovers of the only spirit appears in the advertisement columns of 
the Times of St. Vincent to the effect that “ Flower of the Field” is the name of the latest novelty in 
old rum. This spirit, which exceeds in purity and flavour anything sold in the Island, is genuine 
rum with a history attached to it. Stored at Tourama, during the eruptions it was completely covered 
with ejecta which has increased its flavour.—Sold by James A. Davy.

TRINIDAD OILFIELDS. Among our distinguished visitors at the present time is Mr. Cunningham Craig, the 
Government Geologist of Trinidad, who has published valuable reports on the oil-fields of the Colony, 
to which he expects to return for a further period of at least a year in the near future. It is possible 
that before his departure he may deliver a lecture on the oil-fields at the Royal Colonial Institute. 
We are likely to hear of considerable developments in connection with the oil industry in the near 
future.

WEST EAST. Mr. Alfred J. West, whose return from his photographic tour in the West Indies 
was recorded in a recent issue, informs us that he was successful in obtaining some excellent results 
with his camera. We have already been privileged to inspect one or two of his photographs taken m 
Tamaica They are certainly very beautiful, and will be a great source of attraction when they are 
publicly exhibited. It is probable that the private view, foreshadowed m the West India Committee 
Circular, will take place in London in the autumn.
W. I. CLUB DINNER. Mr. Arthur Johnson presided at the fortnightly dinner of the West Indian Club on 
Wednesday May 23rd, and among those present were Mr. W. A. Black, Mr M. de Cordova, 
Mr O’Connor de Cordova, Mr. A. Elder, Mr. W. A. M. Goode, Mr. L. F. Hudson, Mr. W. B. Isaacs, 
Mr Johnson, jun., Mr. Stewart M. Massey, Mr. F. J. Morris, Mr. A. M. Nathan Dr Seton Pattison, 
Mr. F. G. Rayment, Mr. J. Rippon, Mr. J. Spicer, Mr K P. Spicer, Mr. M. C. Solomon, Dr. E. 
Sturridge, Mr. J. S. Westwood, Mr. E. T. Whitaker and Mr. J. H. Wilkinson.

DOMINICA WOODS. Messrs. Rowntree & Co., Ltd., have been kind enough to P™Sen* L
India Committee samples of West Indian woods taken from their Mount Pleasant estate in 
India Comm t p thirty-two different specimens, which show how remarkably rich
Dommica. There a til^ber. They include the following : Cacoenier, Mahant Cochon, Laurier

6 Sk t on Ti Citron Yellow Sanders, Bois Rivière, Bois de Was (Rosewood), Mapon, Black- 
^ouge, Controyon Ti Citron Ye une Gommier> Moricypree, Balàtre,
SgUS ¡¿ri».Bully ». - M Brands. Though .. —.
claim to speak as experts, the woods are, many of them, very beautiful.

BLACK AND WHITE While many of the northern cane growers in Queensland are registering for the 
BLACK and WHii wnue y „ b there others who cannot overcome the conviction 

bonus on crops grownt by a \? is it of a quaiity for satisfactory work, and who prefer
that there is not sufficie Indian and Chinese, rather than bind themselves. At a meeting
to trust to coloured labou , , standard rate of wages for field labour for the current

all found. Rates for cutting by contract were fixed at 20 tons
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per acre, and over 2s. gd. per ton, 15 and under 20 tons per acre 3s., and under 15 tons per acre 3s. 6d. 
The rates to be for untrashed cane. It was explained that the rates were neither maximum nor 
minimum, the object being to fix some standard rate.

IMPORTANT TO The register of applicants for appointment as overseers and other positions 
OUR READERS. connected with West Indian estates can be seen by Members at the West India 

Committee Rooms. Full particulars regarding the applicants are now given, together with two 
testimonials from each. Members receiving applications from those desiring appointments may refer 
the applicants to the West India Committee, who will supply a form of enquiries for the candidates 
to fill up. For Members desirous of having their Circulars bound, handsome lettered cases 
can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2/- post free. Members can have their copies bound for 
the inclusive charge of 3/- by sending them to the West India Committee Rooms. We also have a 
few patent spring back cases for filing The West India Committee Circular, which can be obtained 
from the Secretary for 2/6 each or post free 3/-.

Some Ibomewarb flbails.

The R.M.S. “ Port Henderson ” arrived at Avonmouth from Jamaica at 8 a.m. on Friday, 
May 25th. Among her passengers were Mrs. Hood Daniel and her daughters, General Wilson Black, 
Capt. and Mrs. F. J. Hunter, Capt. J. E. McKenzie, and Mr. P. J. Browne. As the next general West 
Indian mail is not due until June 4th (three weeks after the last arrival) we are unable to give so much 
news from the Islands as usual, though we have received some letters by French mail and also vid 
New York. Meanwhile the greatest apprehension is being felt in the Leeward Islands and St. Lucia 
at the cessation of the Northern Islands service of the R.M.S.P. Co., and the matter has been the 
subject of representations from St. Kitts, Nevis, Antigua and St. Lucia. We are glad to be able to 
reassure those resident in and having dealings with those Colonies, it now appearing that there is every 
probability of satisfactory arrangements being completed for the conveyance of mails and passengers 
in the near future.

Gold Exports from British Guiana.

Gold amounting to 3865 ozs. o dwt. 16 grs., and valued at $68,606.70 was entered at the 
Custom House for shipment by R.M.S. “ Eden,” on April 26th.

With regard to the controversy as to pot and patent stills, Mr. A. Summerson informs us that 
patent stills were used for making rum in British Guiana as far back as 1872, the still then ^enerallv 
used being known as “ MacFarlane’s patent still.” The present “ Coffey still ” had been at work for 
fifteen years.

At a meeting of the Legislature on April 30th, the East Coast Sea Defence Bill was nassed 
with only one dissentient. The sugar market was at a standstill, and the quotation of Si 8 s wa- 
merely nominal.

The weather was favourable. Good rains fell between May 2nd and 6th very generally but 
the weather was again fine and bright. 7 6 -D 1,111

The proposed Jamaica Agent.

The weather was exceptionally hot and sultry in Kingston when Mr T T a ok u • on May 10th This was unusual for the time of the7year aniT^ped thlt h r^gh^ t” 

approach of the ordinary May seasons. r 1 point 10 tne

Sir Al„md„ Swellenham in his ™|,. ibi“ .dn'ito, thJ 5.. r Cov«n»r,

were rumours of the establishment of a central factorv bv a Cana J* w.eeks at the factory. There
When the mail left, a meeting w^Xut to »ay.

Christopher Head was to explain his proposals for insurance against hurricanS*^^ Wh'Ch
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The Cotton Crop in Nevis.

The Hon. C. Arthur Shand, writing from Nevis on May 8th, said that no little confusion was 
beinc caused by the vagaries of the mails, and the announcement that the Northern Islands Service 
was*to be discontinued had given the finishing touch to the hopeless outlook. Nevis was indeed in a 
sorry plight with regard to the mails, and it was hoped that something would soon be done to establish 
a healthier state of affairs.

The dry weather had had a most adverse effect on the cotton crop, which was shrinking 
perceptibly with each successive return, and it looked very much as if the years output would fall 
shorter than that of 1905, in spite of the fact that a largely increased area was planted 1 he planters, 
however, were not so discouraged as might be anticipated, and there would be no diminution in the 
sowings for 1907. Grateful showers had fallen during the past week, and vegetation had greatly 
improved. Sugar manufacture, owing to the rain, had come more or less to a standstill.

The Governor had intimated that Empire day was to be adequately celebrated throughout the 

Colony.
St. Kitts asks for Mail Facilities.

In his letter of May 9th, Mr. Chas. A. Smith reported that at a meeting of the Agricultural 
and Commercial Society at Basseterre a resolution was passed affirming that the stoppage of t e 
Roval Mail service after May 22nd would cause most serious inconvenience and injury to the 
agricultural and commercial interests of the Presidency and it was resolved that the Administrator be 
requested to communicate with the Colonial Office with a view to arrange with the R.M.S.P. Co. for 
the continuance of a regular service such as had been enjoyed for over sixty years.

Frequent and in some parts, heavy showers had interfered with reaping during the past week, 
and it was feared that if they continued the cane juice must deteriorate.

Messrs Pickford & Black had, by means of their two chartered steamers, cleared out their 
stock of cured sugars. Some sugars, however, had gone to the Lmted Kingdom during the past few 

W<iekS Mr Smith re-retted to have to report the illness of the Hon. J. T Manchester one of the most 
energetk members g He was suffering from appendicitis, but it was hoped that he would recover

"'tkOUOaver>w^t able-bodied males left during the fortnight for Panama, and a further contingent 

' ’ ’ in ten days’ time by the R.M.S.P. Co.would leave in

St. Lucia prepared to pay for a Mail Service.

Much anxiety was being felt in 
to what was to happen with respect t'

, • rr in St Lucia when the Hon. E. DuBoulay wrote on May 9th, as 
Much anxiety was being future mail opportunities, and unless something were done

10 wuai , French mail for the conveyance of their letters. Animmediately they would have to dependth t should bg taken to
official deputation had waited on the Administrator g R M s p Co would b
wffiinT“ - small subsidy from each Colony served, advantage should

takXt« « results. A few much needed showers had fallen.

The Trinidad Asphalt Ordinance.

T • 1 r ~ Cmmril in Trinidad of which we have reports, there was
At the last sitting of the= Legisof the Asphalt Industry.” In many varying drafts 

passed an “ Ordinance before the Council since !9oi. It was introduced with a view to
the “ Asphalt Ordinance has bee . resulted from the operations of rival diggers of land
putting an end to the constant J’t b the Colonial Office to collect evidence, and to
asphalt. In 1902 a Commission was se t oJinance may be considered as the outcome of the 
investigate the whole question, and the.pre ment of an Inspector of Mines, under whose
Commissioners’ report It P™«“ ¿° conducted, and by elaborate regulations aims at
authority and control digging operations the owner of pitch lands to win the asphalt on his own 
controlling the asphalt industry so ^“71,1 neighbours, and at providing for the return to the 

land without unduly depleting
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owner of asphalt, which, as a result of diggingby his neighbour, may have passed on to that neighbour s 
land. The Pitch Lake is specially excepted from the operation of the Ordinance.

©nr Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

ot scenery or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknow­
ledged from time to time in this column.

Gleanings and Reminiscences. By Thomas Ellison. Liverpool : Henry Young & Sons. For the gift of this book 
to our library we have to thank Mr. C. M. Wostenholme. It consists of fifty-three chapters devoted to the writ 
recollections of commerciat life in Liverpool. The prosperity of Liverpool is wrapped up in cotton, and it is for this reason 
that the book will prove of unique interest to West Indian readers and more especially to those immediately connected 
with the revived cotton industry. On the very first page we are told how on June 3rd, 1757, there appeared in the Liverpool 
Chronicle an advertisement announcing that 28 bags of Jamaica cotton would be sold on Thursday. June 16th. at the 
Merchants’ Coffee House, “ in four lotts.” This is the first recorded mention of cotton in connection with Liverpool, 
though cotton probably arrived at Liverpool from the West Indies before that year. We shall hope to give some extracts 
from this interesting volume.

Some West $nbian Securities.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.

The total receipts of this Company for 1905 from all sources show an increase over those of the previous year, 
those from passage money, freights, &c., amounting to ¿1,459,000, an increase of ¿263,000. The Court of Direct« rs 
have added ¿35,000 to the Insurance Fund, making it ¿250,000. After charging ¿141,412 for depreciation (against 
¿84,000 a year ago) there remains a balance of ¿17,076. The Court recommend a dividend of 5 % (calculated from the 
dates for payment of the instalments) on the Preference Stock, the undivided original shares receiving an amount 
equivalent to that to which they would have been entitled in respect of the Preference portion of the capital had they been 
converted into stock. There will then remain ¿8,076 to be carried forward. The book value of the fleet works out at 
¿11 12s. per ton, against ¿12 15s. a year ago. The policy of acquiring new steamers is being continued, and the 
“Amazon,” 10,000 tons, sister ship to the “Aragon,” is expected to sail for South America on June 15th, while the 
“Araguaya,” a still larger ship, is expected to be delivered by the builders in September. Reference is made in the 
report to the Company having re-entered the Australian trade, and to the resumption of the services to the United States 
and Cuba.

Regarding the Mail Subsidy the Directors say “ Notwithstanding the withdrawal of the West Indian mail subsidy- 
on June 30th, the Company’s Transatlantic steamers have continued to maintain a regular passenger service between the 
Mother Country and the principal West Indian Islands. The sum which is now being paid to the Company for the 
conveyance of His Majesty’s Mails on this route is, in the opinion of the Court, wholly inadequate. In the absence of any 
arrangement with His Majesty’s Government for connecting up all the various West Indian Islands with each other in 1 
with Great Britain a further revision of the itineraries of the West Indian Intercolonial services has been necessitated The 
Court submitted a scheme to the Colonial Office whereby, for a moderate payment, all these Colonies would be reeularlv 
connected with the Company’s Transatlantic steamers at Barbados or Trinidad in a manner which it is believed would be 
satisfactory to the Colonies ; but as yet no decision has been announced.”

The West India and Panama Telegraph Company.
In moving the adoption of the report at the 58th meeting on May 23rd, Mr Walter B Kin<z«f^d • 

receipts showed an increase of ¿1,080 as compared with those for the corresponding neriod nftE ' hairman, said 
board recommended the payment of 4s. per share on the first preference shares bein? ?S» f P«' n ms year rhe 
last, and as. on account of dividend to December jrst last. There w“ld then rernSn Z r h JU"e 3°th
directorate had been strengthened by the election of Sir John C. Lamb whose ability- and Ca,r,M1 i0™-™1 I be 
Office, and whose intimate knowledge of telegraphic affairs would be of great advanta aXTk long experience at the P< -st 
with proposals submitted by the directors a year ago to the Colonial Office witlTr^ dealt at ,en^tb
in the West Indies. The scheme put forward by them if carried would refer^nce to extending the cable system 
subsidy, but as, under the new national defence schX'. theTate Governmem of an Imperial
from the West Indies, and to discontinue the maintenance of St Lucia as a naval deC.,d d ¿° ™tbdraw the white infantry 
their proposal could not be entertained. The Colonial Office also informed £ ’LTT” a-the d,rectors were informed that 
adding that the Colonies must meet out of thir own resources the Tost nZ Ind’a FOnJmittee the same effect, 
request of the West India Committee, the board subseque^^ °f imPr°ved telegraphic service. At the
India cable communications. He explained in detail what these proposal TOPOSa SJ° f°r strenSthening the West 
company had been treated by that committee. In spite of d%PlX from W;'V ’n "bich tb*
which the directors were informed that this company’s proposal could nnH the Colonial Office of March 24th. 1905 in 
TV" came to their knowUgTtS^ —Ived a grant from

mt° an arrangement with the Direct West India Cable Company to "av cables fr C°nSlde"n8 ,he question of entering 
Barbados and Trinidad, with a view to securing an all-BritishPCommunication and ? Bermudas to Demerara, bv wax . -f 
how very injurious to the interests of this company the carrvinTTT ? 1 • er rates He need hardly point out

Wlthd-^ S°me °f their business, but it would flso ineviubiv leldT^Td16 be H WOuld n,,t ("Hv have 
of the serious position of affairs the board at once communicated not *1 ? be dlversion "f subsidies i n x <

tnirty six years. They had done their utmost fc
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keep the system in efficient working order, and, as a matter of fact, there was no interruption of communication through­
out the whole of it at the present time, Mr. Henry Holmes seconded the motion, which, after a short discussion, was 

unanimously agreed to.

Weatber Ueleorants.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), May 24th. “ Rain much wanted, crops suffering.

British Guiana (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd.), May 42th. “Weather favourable 
for cultivation.” (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.), May 25th. “ Fine, with occasional light showers.„ 
Trinidad (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.), May 21st. “ Heavy rams interfering with grinding
Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended May 16th. Port Antonio : 10th 
to 13th, fine, 14th to 15th, rainy.” Kingston : “ fine.”

10thPort Antonio :

Ube fibatls-
Plata” (Capi. W. J. Dagnail) 
Tunstall, Mrs. Tunstall, Mr.

The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—OUTWARD BOOKINGS per R.M.S, “La
May 31st :-Mrs. E. Trimingham Miss Tri^n^m' T Hiding Mr. J. Burgoyne, Mr. H.

Grierson, m/I Mo^ Mr. M. Mdme. MnH. Payne. Dr. Maud,
E. asLda“ln^ Mrs. Truman. Mr. P. Papworth, Mr. S. W. Burridge.

Mr' The imperial Direct West India Mai. Service HOME ARRIVAL^ ™

“7 ^de iSs^'T ^i“^  ̂ Miss E. Tayli. Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer, Mr. F. J.

Pousset, Mr. W. H. Shaw.

gbail arrangements.

Outward Mails. , Closing for

Date.

May 31
May 31

June 2
7

9

14

Destination. Port of Dep. Company.

Demerara .............................. »Liverpool ... James Nourse Ltd

The W. Indies (Northern Islands
and Demeraraexcepted) ... Southampton... RM.S.P.Co-

Jamaica .............................. Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.b.
Barbados (for Demerara and W.L I ine

Islands .............................. Liverpool ... Harrison Line
Barbados (for St. Vincent, St.

T ucia and Dominica), Grenada, T
Trinidad and Demerara ... Dartmouth ... Drrect Line

The W. Indies (Northern elands n R M s p Co

excepted)

Packet. Leiters in Ldn.

“Ganges” May 30, 6 p.m.

“ La Plata ” ,, 3°, mdn’t.
“ Port Henderson ” June 1, 6 p.m.

“Chancellor” ,, 6, 6 p.m.

“ Sarstoon ” ,, 8, noon.

“Trent” „ T3, mdn’t.

Date.

June i
4

,, 6

Homeward Mails.
Port of Arrival. Company.

Where From. Direct Line
The W. Indies .............................. — Southampton R.M.S.P. Co.
The W. Indies ....................................................... Avonmouth... I.D.W.I.M.S.

Jamai.CLtters should be marked 'per S.S.' - Ganges ” and via Wallasey Dock, Birkenhead.

Packet.

Statia
‘ Trent ”
‘ Port Royal

British Guiana.

Ian. i to May 8, ’06 
,, 2, '05

Jamaica.

Apr. i to Apr. 28/06 
• • 29- °5

Grenada.

Oct. i to May 9. 06 
,, 9. °5

i£rpor

Sugar.
tons.

28,844
23,027

1717
2291

ts from
Cocoa, 

lbs.
330°
I960

cwts.
4002

ærittsb <
Rum. 
puns.
7474 
4844

galls. 
188,027

Juíana, 5
Molasses, 

casks.
1302
1052

Coffee, 
cwts.
3809

matea an 
Coconuts.

24,338
221,280

644,755 
3o3,85o

Cotton Seed.
bags.
4999
3749

b Grenab 
Cattle Food, 

tons.
2905 
2727 

Pimento, 
cwts.
7351
4198

a.

Gold, 
ozs.

31,097 
32,862

Bananas, 
bunches.

1,198,263
1,370,222

Diamonds.
carats.

564
2374

Oranges.
3,141,500

791,250

3269

bags. 
42,856
51.779

184,633

Cotton, 
bales.

862
791

bris.
2823
3174

SPIC
J-brls.
“373
407

E.
cases.
215
363

bags.
112
ISS
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Cuba anb tbe Brussels Convention.

The effect of the proposed abrogation of the Brussels Convention as the result of the attitude 
of the present British Government, is being seriously considered in Cuba. I he Economist of Havana 
in a leading article on the subject, points out the disastrous effect of the restoration of the state of 
things on all the cane sugar countries. Speaking of Cuba it urges the preparation “ of all the 
necessary preliminaries for the future reciprocity treaty with the United States, whose market is the 
most important and most needed for the outlet of our products of all sorts, and will be much more 
needed by us, if the European sugar-producing countries should establish their former system of 
granting bounties.” Cuba recognises how absolutely the British market will be handed over to 
Continental beet producers in the event of the Convention not being renewed, and the steps which 
were being taken to reduce the import duties in that country before the attitude of the British 
Government to the Convention was known, in order that Cuba might come into line with it, will be 
given up in favour of a further United States reciprocity treaty.

H prosperous banana Company.
The Manchester Courier, in a series of articles on Northern Industries, gave, on June 19th, an 

account of Elders & Fyffes, Ltd. Dealing with the circumstances which gave rise to the establish­
ment of this firm, the Cottrier states that Mr. Chamberlain approached Sir Alfred Jones, of the Elder, 
Dempster & Co., persuading him to build and equip a special Jine of fast passenger mail steamers to 
ply between Bristol and Jamaica, and to bring bananas in bulk from the Colony to England 
Sir Alfred spent half a million of money in inaugurating this service to the West Indies. The fleet 
which originally consisted of four steamers—the ‘ Port Royal, the Port Antonio, the __ 
Morant,” and the “ Port Maria”—is now increased to six by the addition of two much larger boats 
the » Port Kingston ” and the “ Port Henderson. All are running and giving the completestsatis­
faction to everyone concerned. The inauguration of this service between the West Indies and 
FnHand however seemed at first glance to be fraught with danger to the Canary Islands banana 
traffic and the principal firms trading in the Canaries amalgamated together for the protection of their 
nd® Thi r esulted in the formation of the firm of Elders and Fyffes m I9orcombmahon

Indies and Central America.

TRubber Contract?.

left after deduction of such draft. For instance ■
Total gross 5,44° lbs.

„ tare 969 ”

„ nett 4,471 ” at 
| % draft on

o
IT55

s. 
5 
o

d.
2
2

s. d.
i,i55 0

5 15
2
6

2| % discount on
1,149 4 8

1,149 4 8
28 14 7

¿*I,I2O io 1
- aa-S ^1 rule to the rubber contract rules as agreed by the London meh

representatives on April 18th,
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iprobnce ilbarkets’ Suntmarp.
SUGAR.—F. O. Licht’s Consumption, September/April, 8 months. 

. 1905/6 1904/5- 1903/4-
Convention Europe ................. 2,761,000 2,488,000 2,782,000 Tons.

The movements of sugar under this head, as compared with last season, are in a measure satisfactory, but not so as 
regards 1903/4. Prices have been low enough, in all conscience, but they have failed to stimulate Consumption to any 
appreciable extent.

F- O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st May, even dates.
1906. 1905. 1904.

Known world ................. ... 3,500,000 2,570,000 3,030,000 Tons.
The visible supply looms large, but considering the increase in the production this season compared with the previous 

one it is satisfactory to find the figures are not worse. There can be little doubt but that the disturbed state of Russia has 
limited her exports and that statistical Europe has been drawn upon for supplies hitherto satisfied by that country This 
seems a probable solution of the fact that more sugar is not still in sight.

F. O. Licht’s Estimates of Beet Crops.
ah r? 1905/6. 1904/5. 1903/4.
All Europe........................................... 6,970,000 4,700,000 5,880 000 Tons.

... f The StYmgS ?£ th? neXt beet Cr°P fre completed and the fields are said to present a good appearance so that 
with favourable weather from now onwards a full crop may be expected, but scarcely equal in weight to that of the present 
phenomenal one. Although no reliable figures can now, or indeed at any future time, be given as to the exact quantity of 
land put under cultivation for the crop, the consensus of opinion favours some reduction, whilst indifferent weather which 
is of more importance, may reduce the total output to something worth having Looking at the f h
nothing less than 1,000,000 tons reduction in the coming European crops will^uflL to lift prices out of the presenUow 
and unsatisfactory range to which they have fallen. This may well take place but the effect nf it ca^^ h ? lo"
the crop is started next October, and in the meantime we cam only deal with¡ugar as i nX sLnds and . 1 ♦ “T’
cause the rises have no heart to anticipate the uncertain future g stands, and speculators who

May, Sy6, 8s° $17S' Il4± : & = October/Decmber. 8s. 4«.. and

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

1906
2,840,000 

360,000 
330,000

on uneven dates are as follows :—

Total .............................
Quotations of 88% Beet, 29th May :—

3,530,000
7s. ll|d.

1905
1,990,000

270,000
380,000

1904
2,540,000

200,000
230,000

1903
2,520,000 

280,000 
380,000

1902
2,630,000 Tons.

140,000 ,,
450,000

2,640,000
Hs. 113d.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—The depressed and weak condition of the 
effect on yellow crystallised, and the fortnight’s volume of business i 
favour. '™------ r

2,970,000
9s. 4Jd.

beet market

3.180,000
8s. 23d.

has not been

3.220,000
6s. 2d.

^^0x0.11x000, aim me lunmgm s volume ot business is more nr Use without its natural
1 Tbe™lue °f average Qualities now barely reaches 14s. 6d., which is the Drice P<?— tending in buyers'

crystals to Refiners, business has recently been done at 9s. i^d. on floating terms for 96^ citations. ’

Molasses Sugar is fairly steady at 10s. 6d. for dark ud to fid fnr
worth about 7s. 3d. to Refiners. ’ P 4S' 6d' for fine grocery.

In grey

On floating terms 89 test is

Muscovado.—Small transactions occur from time to time at 13s up to 1« fnr Gir «
is o a retail character. In 89 test to Refiners a good business has again been done 5 ys Tnïd grOC®ry’ but the business 
floating conditions. s ueen aone at 7S- lo^d., and since, at 7s. qd. on

West India Figures since 1st Jan.
Imports... 
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised

1906. 
28,000 
17,000 
21,000

14s. 6d.
Rum.—Stocks in London : 

Jamaica ... 
Demerara .

Total of all kinds

1906.
6000
9600

-------  21,800
Further business has been done in Demerara, chiefly

1905.
20,000
14,000
16,000
18s. 6d.

1905.
8000
5800

21,700

1904. 
22,000 
19,000 
16,000 
16s. 3d.

1904.
8400 

11,500

1903.
9000

17,000
21,000
15s. 0d.

27,400x uusmc» nas oeen aone in Demerara, chiefly at aid to mH u
is still a considerable quantity on hand for sale. Jamaica is steady at 2s id f°Imer 1S tne value of fair r 
are quoted at 8d. to is J eaay at 2S- ld- for Standard Home Trade Marks

1902.
26,000 Tons. 
18,000 ,,
20,000 ,,
14s. Od.

1903.
9500 Puns.
9100 ,,

is the value
28,400 

of fair rum. There

Cocoa.—Stocks in London : 
Trinidad ... 
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

Leewards

1906.
10,800

7600
65,900

1905.
15,200
13.700

1904.
23>4oo 
19,800

Ï9O3-
I9,5°° Bags.
14,200Supplies of British West India are much reduced wili°hl9O° u 72,600 9i 700

and prices have a hardening tendency. The present quotabons are TrinM^^ The MaVkeV fi’
Grenada fair, 51s and fermented 54s. to 56s. Fro^ other IsVnds isTor^’ ; -ks 56s to 63^

Coffee.—Easier. Good ordinary Jamaica, 38s. to 40s h 5°S" and ferraented 53s. to 56s

Mace.^sS^ include 83^1 9d„ 94-s at 8jd Iog.s af

58s. to 65s. Pimento.—About steady. Value of G°°d ‘midXg’JamlZca

Arrowroot.—Quiet. Prices nncho„„^ 5 0 Jamaica.

84,800

Arrowroot. Quiet. Prices unchanged.

Lime Juice.—Unaltered; value, nd to ts ad 
at 2s. 3d. to 2S. 4d. Distilled Oil, steady, at is.' |d’ to

; Up to ^20 15s. Hand Pressed, nQchange
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IN perusing the old records of West Indian imports into the United Kingdom, it is impossible 
to avoid being struck by the change which has taken place in the nature and quantities 

of the agricultural products exported from the several possessions. This is especially noticeable 
in the case of what is now British Guiana. In the year 1800, from Demerara and at that period the 
term was applied entirely to the county of that name—the shipments of sugar, cotton and coffee 
respectively were 3827 Hhds., 8673 lbs. and 52,657 bags, and in the following year had-mounted 
up to 8696 tons, 8640 lbs. and 62,487 bags. It is to the large amount of coffee shipped that we 
especially wish to call attention. Berbice, which at that time was temporarily held by the Biitish, 
was celebrated for its coffee even in those days. The solid fact is that coffee was an impoitant, 
the most important item of cultivation of the Colony of Demerara in the years quoted, and that 
now, a century later, it has practically ceased to appear on the list of exports. Looking back 
at the early history of the Colonies, afterwards to be united under the name of British Guiana, 
it will be found that the bulk of the early cultivation was on the river banks, at some distance from 
the seashore, a position chosen partly on account of the natural drainage and partly to be out 
of the way of casual pirates and buccaneers. It was only when the alluvial front lands were 
“ empoldered ” that sugar was grown to any extent. This now brings us to an important question 
—Why has the coffee industry been given up ? It cannot possibly be because coffee cannot be 
cultivated successfully in British Guiana. A country which has once produced an agricultural 
product can do so again, and we think the time has arrived when cultivations other t an 
that of sugar should be more seriously taken into consideration. There is no doubt that economic 
considerations at the time played a considerable part of the dropping of other industries for sugar. 
The easy cultivation and quick returns of the latter, together with the relatively high pi ice, no 
doubt had much to do with its substitution in the first instance, and the abolition of slavery and 
consequent introduction of the coolie immigration, a class of labour especially suited to t e 
growth of the sugar cane where systematic and constant labour is involved, committed the planters 
further to the cultivation of sugar. The result is that at the present day British Guiana is 
looked upon as being essentially a sugar Colony, so far as agriculture is concerned, and as such 
will always be especially subject to the vicissitudes which are inseparable from a single industry 
-especially that of sugar. We quite admit that sugar must necessarily play a dominant part 
in this Colony; but would it not be wise to put into serious practice the re-introduction 
of cotton and coffee ? We know that sporadic efforts have been made from time to time by small 
capitalists to take up these cultivations, but these attempts have been made principally on the
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site of old and abandoned cultivation ; for instance on No. 1 canal on the Demerara river, 
where the old drainage has been allowed to lapse and a hew empolder scheme rendered necessary 
by the complete change in the condition of the surrounding country by the Boerasirie water 
conservation proved to be worse than a failure. This by no means proves that the days of coffee 
and cotton cannot come again. Times are changed. The value of agriculture other than that of 
sugar is being recognised fully in the West Indies. The prosperous Colonies are those which 
have not all their eggs in one basket. British Guiana has an organised department of agriculture 
of its own. under able directorate, and we strongly urge that some systematic efforts be made to 
revive the old industries. Cotton we know has been declared a failure, but we are loath to 
believe that seriously supported endeavours would bear this out. We much fear that sugar has 
so dominated thought as to lead to the impression that nothing else is practicable in the way 
of cultivation. From the large amount of capital invested in the industry, from its firm status 
and especial suitability to the front lands, sugar will continue to hold a first position, but this 
position can and should be strengthened by the resuscitation of industries for which the Colony 
was celebrated. The sturdy Dutch Founders were agriculturists of the first water, and it cannot 
be wrong to revive the agricultural industries for which they found the Colony so adapted, and 
we sincerely trust in the near future to see coffee and cotton again figuring largely in the Colony’s 
exports.

T^HOUGH perhaps it would be going too far to say that the Battle of the Bounties was won 
on the West Indian playing fields, it is certain that the love of manly sports, such as 

cricket, golf and polo, has contributed towards securing that resiliency of spirit which has enabled 
West Indians to come up smiling after so many years of depression. Anything therefore which 
tends to foster this feeling is deserving of the warmest support and encouragement. The second 
representative West Indian Cricket team to visit this country arrived at Southampton on June 3rd. 
We bid them a most hearty welcome and give utterance to the hope, which all our readers will 
endorse, that their tour will be successful in every respect. When the team comes to test conclusions 
with our first class counties it will be time enough to criticise it individually as well as 
collectively. Meanwhile it is sufficient to say that judging by the names of Mr. H. B. Gardiner 
Custin’s men, they should prove a more formidable combination than that which visited us 
in 1902, duce Warner and auspice, as on the present occasion, the West Indian Club. On Saturday 
June 9th, the team will be entertained to dinner at the Imperial Restaurant by the Club and the 
first match is to take place at the Crystal Palace on Monday, June nth, against London County 
We hope that many of our West Indian friends will gather together on this auspicious occasion to 
cheer on their representatives. We are glad to be able to announce that we have made arrange 
meats with a well known cricketer to supply us with a series of articles regarding th & 
which will, we hope, appear every week in the West India Committee. Circular*which will T’ 

contain a complete record of each match.

IRew Members of tbe West Jnbia Committee,
At the fortnightly meeting of the Executive on Thursday Mav -At th^ ixn • 

elected members of the West India Committee. - » - 3Ist< the following were

Proposer.
C. Algernon Campbell. useconder-
Sir Augustus W. L. Hemming q c at r JPENCER Curtis.Dr. G. B. Mason: HEMMISG> S.C.M.G. Spencer H. Cum.

Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G.

Name.
Thomas E. Peters.
Colonel A. R. Loscombe.
Carter Rey.
Lascelles de Mercado & Co.

(Trinidad). Sir Nevile Lubbock (K.C M G'
Andrew Barclay, Sons & Co., Ltd. George Christ all. ' Gurney.

Full particulars regarding membership and nnnliooHn r IR ILE Lubbock’R-C.M.G.
LotndondE°C1 AlgerU°n R Aspina11’ Secretary, The West India Committee, ?"seethi„ fa
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Xorb ïTIMlner.
The address to Lord Milner, expressing appreciation of bis services in Africa, can be signed 

at the West India Committee Rooms, or any reader who finds a difficulty in personally signing 
may have his signature appended upon sending his name, address, and profession or occupation— 
and authorising, in writing, such signature—to the Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, 
Seething Lane, London, E.C.

21 ibunbreb ¡gears
Ramsgate Harbour.

At the present day it is not the custom to associate Ramsgate with a specially busy harbour, but 
it is evident that a century or more ago this now happy watering place was tiiilised by a considerable
amount of shipping, as a harbour of refuge in bad weather in the Downs. In fact, when the 
receipts are looked upon in relation to the amount paid per ton for dues, it would appear as though a 
very large amount of merchantmen must have laid there from time to time. The harbour was con-
structed by Smeaton, between the years 1780-95. In the minutes of the meeting of June 15th, 1802,
but a few years after the completion of the harbour, Mr. Beeston Long—

“Reported that he had inspected the Accounts of the Trustees of 
Ramsgate Harbour, from June, 1800, to 1801, by -which it appeared
that the Revenue from Tonnage of Ships, Coals, amounted to .. ¿12,133 *3 II
Dividends .. .. .. .. .. . . . . .. 2,625 0 0
Rent of Dock, Storehouses .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,047

¿15,806

16 2

10 i

Expenses of Works .. .. .. .. • • •. •. ¿ir,io5 IO II
Salaries, Incidental Expenses, etc. .. .. . • • • . • 4-°99 IO I
Balance .. .. . . .. .. • • • • • • 601

¿15,806

Tonnage on West India Shipping, from 1st January, 1790, to 1st

9 1

IO I

January, 1791 :—
On Ships under 300 Tons @ 6d. .. .. .. . • •• ¿IA44 0 6

,, above ,, @ 2d. . . . . . • • • • • 735

¿1,879

3 10

4 4

From January, 1800, to Jannary 1801 : —
Under 300 Tons @ 3d. .. .. .. • • • • • • ¿938 9 6
Above 300 Tons (a) id. .. .. .. • • • • • • 027

1,566

14 IO

4 4
Shipping from Captured Islands .. .. • • • • • • 5T5 10 7

Tonnage Duty on British West India Shipping .. • • • • ¿T’O5° 13 9

We do not gather from the minutes any further information as to the relationship of the West 
India Committee to the Ramsgate Harbour Authorities, but the fact of Mr. Long's reporting as to the 
financial position to the Committee shows that the latter had some official position in relation thereto.

iibacbines tor tlbegass Wrping.
The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre of May 30th, describes an apparatus for drying wet 

‘megass by the waste heat of the furnace flues invented by M. Huillard. The megass is removed 
by a carrier to the upper storey of a tower, divided into chambers by horizontal perforated plates, 
with special arrangements in an axial centre for the distribution and passing downwards of the 
megass, which ultimately falls into wagons at the base of the tower. Hot air from the furnace 
flues is made to travel upwards and is drawn out by special arrangements after having done its 
work. Each chamber is practically sealed save for the perforations in the dividing plates. 
Diffusion megass, after crushing in a three roller mill containing 78.80 per cent, water, is 
discharged from the drier with only 30.35 per cent. An apparatus evaporating 190 tons of water m 
twenty-four hours is run on an expenditure of fifty to fifty-five horse power. This would appear 
to be an admirable appliance for drying megass on a large scale for molascuit purposes.
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Sugar in Queensland.

of

We are indebted to the Mackay Daily Mercury for the following figures of the working 
non-Government factories in Queensland for the year 1905 :—

Marian North. Eton. 
Tons of cane crushed .. .. .. 38,337 • • 28,668
,, sugar made .. .. .. .. 4^5Z • • 3,5 z7
Cost of cane per ton .. .. .. i4/3jd. . . 14/ild.
Tons canes per ton sugar .. .. 8.24 . . 8.15
Cost of sugar per ton, exclusive of interest

and maintenance .. .. £7 os. ujd. £8 12s.
Nett profit.................................................. £11,700 • • £7,742

Plane Creek. Racecourse. 
. 40,075 .. 31,135

5,128 .. 3,370
. i5/2jd. .. 15/id.

7.81 .. 9.24

nd. £7 7s. od. £9 2S. 9d. 
£9,842 £5,048

In commenting upon the above, the Mercury says : “ If the price was about 35s. per ton 
of sugar higher than in 1903, this was in no way due to the alteration in the Federal laws, but 
to the reduction in the European output of beet, which, by its reduction, eased the markets of 
the world and consequently staved off from Australia that competition which from time to time 
brings down the price to the refiners, and consequently the bonus paid by the latter to the manu­
facturers of raw sugar.”

Ube TRopal /Ibail Steam ¡packet Company
The sixty-seventh annual meeting of this Company was held on Wednesday, May 30th, at 

the Cannon Street Hotel, Mr. Owen Philipps, M.P., presiding.
The Chairman said that he was pleased to be again able to report that there had been 

an improvement in the Company’s position, and the accounts now presented showed that the 
business had been steadily expanding. During the past year the receipts had increased by no 
less than £250,000, the total receipts being nearly £1,500,000. The working expenses had also 
been larger, owing to the greater number of voyages completed during the twelve months, but 
the gross profit was in excess of what it had been for several years. Out of the profit of the 
year proper provision had been made for depreciation of the fleet. He wished to remind the 
proprietors that the fleet still stood in the books at a figure considerably above its market 
value, but, by continuing the present policy, he hoped they would gradually write it down to its 
proper value without calling upon them to make a sacrifice of any portion of their capital. They 
now had forty-two vessels, a total gross tonnage of over 165,000 tons.

After referring to their South American route, the Chairman went on to say that as the 
proprietors were aware, the West Indian mail contract, which this Company had held from the 
British Government for over sixty years, terminated on June 30th last, and was not renewed. 
They continued to carry on the service unaltered for a time, so as to give their friends and sup­
porters in the West Indian Colonies time to make fresh arrangements, but, as negotiations were 
not renewed for the mail contract, the Board decided to re-arrange the route on a commercial 
basis and make the terminus at New York. The extension of the voyage of their Transatlantic 
steamships to New York had been going on for only seven months, so it was too early vet to 
express a final opinion on the results obtained, but, as was anticipated, the route was proving 
to be much more of a commercial route than the old contract route, and if the British and 
Colonial Governments could see their way to pay the Company a reasonable poundage rate for 
carrying His Majesty’s West Indian Mails across the Atlantic, he hoped and believed that it would 
be possible to carry on this mam fine portion of their West Indian service without a Mail con 
tract, and thus make the important Colonies of Barbados, Trinidad and lamairQ Jof the necessity of any Mail contract. Their inter-Colonial bXh servicS whi^ 

years had connected Demerara and the smaller West Indian Colonies with their Transatlantic 
steamers at Barbados or Trinidad, were upon an entirely different footing to the main line service 
and there did not appear to be any prospect of the amount of trade between these Colonies ev^ 
being sufficient to support inter-Colonial passenger steamboats without Government assistant 
These mter-Colomal passenger steamboats might, he thought be fairlv 1 ■ ^^jance.contracts in the same way as other local services which the’Comnanv C? 6 aUb]eC? °f local
years, and were still carrying on, in the West Indies. Since theTeSa^n oT the M 
the Company carried on the inter-Colonial passenger service with two n,». tb Mad contract 
they found that the expenses were such that they did not feel iustified in§er ?teamJoats till 
longer without Government assistance, and, at the present momen they ^d1^! ‘hem a”V 
steamboat running. Before reducing the inter-Colonial service the Board itL ,nL? °ne SUch 
the Colonial Secretary, and submitted a scheme, on March 21st last wh t L factsbefore 
payment all the West Indian Colonies could be regularly connected within f°r a moderate 
atlantic steamships at Barbados or Trinidad. As yet no decision the ComPany s Trans- 

y uu decision had been announced by the
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Government, and, whatever might be the outcome, he thought it would be agreed that the 
Directors had done their utmost to uphold the best traditions of this great Company, and that 
they had dealt with these difficult Colonial problems in a broad Imperial spirit.

The attacks made upon their trade in the West Indies had the effect of impressing the 
Board with the importance of having a wider field of operation, and they took advantage of an 
opportunity which presented itself of re-entering the Australian trade after an absence of nearly 
half a century. He would like to remark that, while he was aware that the King always took 
the deepest interest in everything that affected the welfare of British shipping, still, having regard 
to the great encouragement which foreign Governments were giving to their great steamship lines, 
he thought it was a question worthy of serious consideration, for all who had the welfare of 
this country at heart, whether British Governments did all in their power, or whether they should 
not do more to help the shipping companies in the commercial battles that they were waging with 
other countries—to help them so that they might again come to the assistance of the Empire 
in times of great Imperial troubles, as they had done in the past. (Hear, hear). He concluded 
by moving the adoption of the report. Sir James Fergusson seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to unanimously, and the proposed preference dividend of 5 per cent, was also approved.

West Indian interests at Westminster.
An Acceptable Concession.

Mr. Sydney Buxton announced on May 30th. that next year the postage rate of letters 
for any part of the British Empire would be id. for 1 oz. instead of for I oz., as at present.

Colonial Interests in Parliament.
A Colonial Committee of Members of Parliament has been formed to safeguard and defend 

South African interests and to arrange for adequate and informative debates on all Colonial ques­
tions. Amongst those who have joined the Committee, of which Sir Gilbert Parker and Lord 
Helmsley are Chairman and Hon. Secretary respectively, are Lord Castlereagh, Lord Robert Cecil, 
Lord J. Joicey-Cecil, Lord Dalrymple, Lord Morpeth, Lord Tumour, Lord Willoughby de Eresby, 
Mr. Hicks Beach, Mr. Gervase Beckett, Mr. Hay, Mr. Arthur Stanley, Sir William Bull, Sir W. 
Evans-Gordon, Major Anstruther-Gray, Mr. Arkwright, Mr. Ashley, Capt. Balfour, Mr. Bridgeman, 
Mr. Burdett-Coutts, Mr. Evelyn Cecil, Mr. Courthope, Mr. Fell, Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Hambro, Capt. 
Hervey, Mr. Staveley Hill, Mr. J. W. Hills, Mr. Lane-Fox, Mr. J. F. Mason, Mr. Mildmay, Mr. 
Mitchell-Thomson, Mr. Pike Pease, Mr. Remnant, Mr. F. E. Smith, and Mr. Stanley Wilson.

Consular IReporL
How Bananas are Bought in the Canaries.

In the early months of 1905, owing to the keen competition among exporters, banana 
farmers in the Canaries obtained prices considerably above the actual market prices in the 
United Kingdom. In May, however, one of the largest houses doing business in the fruit intro­
duced a new system of receiving and buying.

Contrary to expectations, the West Indian banana seems to have depreciated the larger 
sized bunches. It was always thought (and reasonably so) that the smaller Canary bunches would 
suffer through the importation *of the West Indian fruit, and on that expectation growers were 
constantly advised to exercise the greatest care in cultivation with a view to producing a greater 
percentage of larger bunches. The unexpected depreciation of the larger bunches has made it 
necessary to re-organise the whole system of buying bananas in these Islands., The method m 
vogue hitherto was to pay for bunches according to the number of “ hands ” they contained. 
In view of results it would seem that this system has been entirely wrong. Bunches of bananas 
vary considerably, not only in size, but also in their development, hence two bunches, although 
containing equal number of hands, need not necessarily represent the same value, as one might 
be poorly developed and the other well developed and consequently of larger size. The result is 
that the buyer in the United Kingdom pays more for the better bunch, whereas in these Islands 
they are bought for the same money. The injustice of that system is apparent. Farmers who 
cultivated with care could not obtain better prices than those who merely watered their 
land and cut their fruit. It is well known that the Canary banana cannot be shipped to the 
United Kingdom naked, but that it must be packed very carefully in crates. Therefore the buyer 
in the United Kingdom will judge by the size of the crate and apparent weight of the fruit. I he 
new system, referred to above as having been introduced, consists simply in paying the farmer 
according to the quality of his fruit and without reference to the number of hands contained m 
each bunch. The introduction of this new system met with great opposition, fostered by the
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competitive firms, and it appeared as if the bold departure would leave the innovators without 
any fruit. This took place in the month of May, and the outcry against it was that it would 
leave the farmer in the dark as to the yield of his plantations, which would appear natural 
enough considering that the system was quite new to him. Tn addition to the new system, 
the firm referred to adopted a method of paying for the fruit in accordance with the prices 
obtained in the British markets, which, of course, entailed constant change of prices here. Pre­
viously the price was a fixed one, contracted for a certain number of months or even years. As 
already referred to above, the West Indian banana has depreciated the prices of the higher sized 
bunches, and therefore the buying of fruit had to be modified accordingly. The banana industry 
now seems to have entered into the phase of an ordinary business, with all its risks, and, contrary 
to predictions, it does not look as if it would disappear.

Xetter to tbe lEbiton
A Question of Grammar.

The Editor,—The West India Committee Circular.
Sir,—I observe that the volcano in Martinique is very generally referred to in the Press as Mont Pelée. Is this 

correct ? Should it not be Mont Pelé ?
Yours Obediently,

June 1st, 1906. CONSTANT READER.
[The word Mont being masculine, Mont Pelé is undoubtedly the correct appellation of the 

Mountain. This is the title given to it in the eighteenth century maps of Martinique. In France 
and in the Island itself it is always known as La Montagne Pelée, which is, of course, equally 
accurate. We can find no authority for “ Mont Pelée.” The adjective must, of course, agree with 
the noun. Thus we talk of Mont Blanc and not Mont Blanche.—Ed.]

Ube ^Editor's 3>iarp<
Under this heading we record the -principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed., May 30th.—Major E. Loder’s “Spearmint” won the Derby. —Mr. Michael Davitt died.--General Meeting nf th« 

R.M.S.P. Co.—88 per cent. Beet steadier, 7s. ll|d.
Thurs., May 31st.—Wedding of King Alfonso and Princess Ena. —Attempted assassination by an anarchist of the BridA 

and Bridegroom on their way from church.—Beet steady, 8s. Id.
Eri., June 1st.—Lord Derby’s “ Keystone II.” won the Oaks.—Beet steady, 8s.
Sat., June 2nd.—The captured perpetrator of the Madrid outrage destroyed himself.
Sun., June 3rd.—The R.M.S.P. “ Trent ” arrived at Southampton.
Mon., June 4th.—News of more serious fighting in Zululand.
Tues., June 5th.—Mr. Ellis W. Davies (R) returned to Parliament unopposed for Carnarvon South — Baa! maWed., June 6th.—The R.M.S.P. Co. and the West Indian Produce lociation, L^

Colonial Fruit at the Horticultural Hall. ’ °Pened at the Show of

Ube West Subían Grícbeters»
The West Indian Cricket Team arrived at Southampton on Sunday night June -rd nnd 

proceeded next morning to London, where they are now staying at the Manché 
Aldersgate Street. Their names are: H. B. Gardiner Austin, O. H Lane C P ('»mb ? ’
A. E. Harragin, J. E. Parker, L. Constantine, Sydney Smith, P. A Goodman c’ C ”lberbatch, 
C. F. Morrison, G. Challenor, C. K. Bancroft, R. Ollivierre, and Burton I hi h Garmond, 
team selected their officers. Mr. H. B. Gardiner Austin was unanimously electeío^nf th^ 
Mr. P. A. Goodman Vice-Captain, and it was decided that these two Xei ^ 
Harragm, should form the selection committee to choose the side for each mt’tM * Í A' 
will be entertained to dinner at the Imperial Restaurant Reo-ent Street hv th w 1 leT team 
Club, on Saturday, June 9th, at 7 for 7.30 p.m. The first m^Twill^ W Y est Indiau 
nth inst., at the Crystal Palace, against London County. be begUU 011 Monday, the

Ube Chambers of Commerce of tbe Empire.
The sixth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Fmnir. ... v , , , 

Hall on July 10th, nth, 12th and 13th next. The principalPWe t Tn^ the Grocers’ 
represented on this occasion: Jamaica, by Mr. William GiUespie (Mr F A f p°",eS

r vxi* xv. n. oe Pass, who was
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also selected, will be unable to attend) ; Barbados, by Mr. J. R. Bancroft and Mr. Robert Ruther­
ford ; British Guiana, by Sir Henry K. Davson ; and Trinidad, by Mr. Gordon Gordon, the 
Hon. George Goodwille and Mr. L. J. Bernstein. Among the matters concerning the West 
Indies which are on the programme for discussion is a resolution which will be moved by 
Sir Henry Davson regarding the rum surtax. There is also a resolution brought forward by the 
Montreal Board of Trade calling on rhe Government to devise means whereby cable and 
telegraph news to and from all parts of the Empire shall be furnished entirely through Imperial 
channels. It is understood that this resolution will be cordially supported by the West Indian 
delegates.

Ube EJeatb of Sir Charles Uennant
It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of Sir Charles Tennant, which 

took place on Monday, June 4th, at his residence, Broadoaks, Byfleet. It will be 
remembered that we gave a portrait of this distinguished politician, who was a member of 
the West India Committee, in our issue of December 8th last. To his relatives we extend 
our most sincere sympathy.

Ube Ibomewarb /¡bail
Since we last went to Press we have received letters by various opportunities, including the 

Direct Line steamship “ Crown of Navarre.” The R.M.S.P. “ Trent ” arrived at Southampton late 
in the evening of June 3rd, having on board our respected deputy-chairman, Sir Henry K. Davson, 
who is, we are glad to say, in the best of health, the members of the West Indian Cricket Team, and 
Mrs. W. S. Robertson, Mr. Ivan Davson, Mrs. D. S. de Freitas, the Hon. Lady Bromley, Hon. E. 
DuBoulay, Mrs. C. J. Clarke, Mr. and Mrs. C. de Lemos, Mr. and Mrs. A. Bovell, and Capt. W. H. 
Ow’en, R.N.R. Owing to the short time available, we have been compelled to condense the extracts 
from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents, to whom we express apologies for doing so.

Antigua calls for a Mail Service.

Writing on May 18th, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner gave the full text of a resolution passed at 
a special meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society, appealing to the Secretary of State 
to secure a continuance of the mail service with the least possible delay.

Sir Bickham Sweet Escott, in his opening address to the Legislative Council on May 8th, 
urged the necessity of balancing the Budget. On May 10th an Ordinance was passed to regulate 
emigration by requiring agents to be licensed and to conform to the rules made by the Governor.

Messrs. Henckell, DuBuisson and Co. have sent one of their managers to Louisiana to study 
labour saving appliances.

The weather was showery and unsettled, and the young crop looked very well. No sugar 
was being sold locally. Molasses remained at 18 cents., puncheon included.

The Continued Drought in Barbados.

The drought was still continuing in Barbados on May 12th, and though the sky had 
clouded up day after day they dispersed again without any appreciable fall of rain. The condition 
of the young crop was consequently a source of anxiety. Several more cane fires had occurred. 
The price of sugar was Si.40 for Muscovado, $1-85 for crystals, and 17 cents, per gallon for syrups. 
The Agricultural Re-porter states that Jackman’s estate had been sold by private treaty and that 
it was rumoured that it was to bejsplitjup'; among present proprietors. Bawdens and River, 
which were bought out of Chancery a year ago, were offered for sale again.

An important Cotton Conference was held on May 4th under the auspices of the Agricultural 
Society, and Sir Daniel Morris delivered an address regarding the history and present require­
ments of the industry.

We regret to learn of the death of Mr. H. J. Inniss, Secretary to^the Barbados Mutual 
Life Assurance Society, which took place on May 10th at Hastings.

General Caulfield, the Officer commanding the troops in the West Indies, arrived in the 
Island on May 5th. On May 1st the Bill to extend the provisions of the Plantation in Aid 
Act for the period of a year was passed by the Legislative Council.

It was hoped, wrote the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne on May 20th, that now that Sir Frederic 
Hodgson and Sir Henry Jackson were in England, progress would be made in settling the cable 
question and also that of mail communication,. The smaller Islands seemed at last aroused to their
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danger, while Demerara has spoken out in a way which the Colonial Office can not possibly ignore 
In Barbados, a Committee consisting of the Hon. W. K. Chandler and writer representing the 
Legislative Council, and Messrs. C. P. Clarke, H. G. Yearwood, W. H. Stoker, J. W. C. Catford J. C. 
Lynch, and E. C. Jackman, representing the House of Assembly, was appointed to consider details, 
but there was no doubt that the Island was willing to revert to its old grant of £4000 per annum for 
a regular mail service.

Up to the date of writing, there was no material change in the weather. A few very light 
showers had fallen, but on those estates which had secured as much as an inch for a month to date, 
it had been made up of tiny items. The drought, therefore, was as severe as ever, and every day 
added to its ill effects. Crops were closing rapidly, and it became an anxious matter how to feed 
the stock. The cane tops were hardly green and would soon be exhausted, and it was impossible 
to plant any green provisions until rain had softened the soil. Already potatoes were at a high 
price, and higher prices still were certain. Nevertheless, the drought had not affected the yield of 
canes, and almost every estate had done more than was expected. The young canes, as a rule, were 
holding their own marvellously, but rains were anxiously looked for.

In letters from England it was frequently assumed that in the event of a fire, where canes 
were insured, practically no loss was incurred. The loss of the cane tops in the field and the cane 
top heaps stored up, deprived the stock of valuable food, and the loss of trash prevented the planter 
from sheltering young canes from the heat, and ultimately rain came and rotted them and diminished 
the “ humus ” of the soil. It was calculated that after a bad fire an estate often did not recover 
the loss for four or five years.

The Estate Enterprise in Christ Church has been purchased by an English group for the 
purpose of cotton cultivation. Sir Daniel Morris was to leave for England on Jun° 4th after visiting 
every one of the Islands.

Sugar Making Begins in British Guiana.

At a meeting of the Court of Policy on April 30th, the adjourned discussion on the East 
Coast Sea Defences Bill was resumed and the second reading agreed to with only one dissentient. 
In connection with the late riots the Town Council was sitting to adjudicate on the claims for 
damages, and the decision of the Supreme Court had been given on the application of Mr. Dargan 
for a rule to be made upon the decision of the City Magistrate not to issue a summons against Col. 
Lushington, the Chief of Police, for manslaughter. The rule nisi was made absolute.

A successful race meeting has been held under the auspices of the D’Urban Race Club.
On May 19th, when Mr. A. Summerson closed his letter, a good many estates had started sugar 

making, and another week should see them all in full swing. The sugar market had not opened. 
The weather during the fortnight had been very favourable with good showers and sunshine 
generally.

Mr. S. T. Hargreaves, Secretary of the Institute of Mines and Forests, is expected to leave 
for the International Geological Congress in Mexico in July. He forwarded to us by the mail the 
following particulars of exports from the Colony for March and April :—

Dominica Complains of the Mail Arrangements.

March. April.

Gold ..
1906. 1906.

10,188 8,099 ozs.
Diamonds 218| — carats.
Timber : Greenheart, etc. 14,025 273 cub. ft.Lumber 398 2,002 feet.
Charcoal 7,673 4,875 bags.
Shingles 239,000 138,000Railway Sleepers . . • . . . ---
Wallaba and hardwood posts 300 351
Woods, Firewood 
Gums, Locust, etc.

874
4,267

460 tons.
— Its.Balata 59,306 3,283
302 ,,Rubber 289

Mr E. A Agar, in a letter dated May loth, stated that with the approaching lime cron the 
uncertainty with regard to the Mails was serious ; unless they had better command -7k 
London, the crop must go to New York, and it was needless to' point out that this Xundesir

A Permanent Exhibition Committee had now been formed and there was a ,
Government Grant in aid of this object. The members were : Dr Nicholls C M C Th * °f “ 
Messrs. E. A. Agar, A. J. Brooks, the Curator, G. Downing, F. E. Everington and A
a thoroughly sound Committee. 6 Herington, and A, C. Shilhngford,
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The emigration of labourers to Panama was becoming serious, and the Agricultural Society 
proposed approaching the Government with a view to checking it. h

The weather was becoming more wet, and crop prospects were excellent.
On all sides indignation was expressed in Dominica at the severance of the Mail service, which 

had existed for so long without a break. As Dr. the Hon. H. A. Nicholls put it in forwarding a 
resolution passed by the Dominican Agricultural Society on May 18th : “ ThejHome Government 
establish an Imperial Department of Agriculture to help us, and then stop our regular and rapid 
communication with England. In other words, they hold us up with one hand, and then knock 
us down with the other ! ” The resolution runs : “Be it resolved by the Dominican Branch of the 
West India Committee, whose members represent every important interest in the Island, that the 
Government be urged to move His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies to make 
arrangements for the continuance of a regular Mail service between England and the Crown Colonies 
in the West Indies, so as to obviate the disastrous consequences that the cessation of the service 
will bring about by the consequent isolation of these Colonies from the Mother Country.”

Mr. E. A. Agar wrote on May 19th that the Agricultural Society was warmly taking up the 
matter of the emigration of labourers to Panama. Were the labourers leaving to better themselves 
nothing could be said, but it was the universal opinion that this was not the case.

The weather had been wet with an extraordinary amount of wind. The lime crop had 
suffered some little damage, but experience showed that it would probably make no difference to 
the output.

Grenada and the Mail Service.

The Agricultural and Commercial Society of Grenada, feeling that dislocation of trade must 
result from the discontinuance of inter-Colonial communication and from the absence of regular 
steam service with the Mother Country, which would inevitably cause a serious diversion of trade 
from Great Britain to the United States, and generally be most injurious to the agricultural and 
commercial interests of the Colony, passed the following resolution at a general meeting on May nth :

“ Resolved—That a deputation of this Society do wait upon His Excellency the Governor 
to impress upon the Government the urgent necessity of at once telegraphing to the Right Hon. the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, asking that immediate steps be taken with a view to arranging 
for a regular fortnightly steam service between Great Britain and the West Indies, for which this 
Colony will be prepared to contribute a sum not exceeding £1000, the proportion paid by^ Grenada 
under the late contract, provided that a guarantee is given that the fresh rate of freight will not be 
raised during the term of such contract.”

Mr. P. J. Dean, writing on May 21st, said that it was impossible to conceive that the Govern­
ment would not do something to assist the Colonies in this all important matter, and developments 
were anxiously awaited.

Sir Daniel Morris arrivedjon May 16th and met the Experimental Committee of the Agri­
cultural Society on the following day, and attended a meeting at Granville on the 18th, when 
important matters were discussed.

The Island was still without rain, and increasing damage was being done to the cocoa trees 
by its absence. The crop of cocoa stood at the time of writing at 9300 bags below those of last year.

At the meeting of the Agricultural Society on May nth a paper on drainage was, we under­
stand from Mr. C. Falconer Anton, read by Mr. W. Mallins Smith, and the possibility of raising 
funds by subscription was discussed. Subscription lists had been sent out.

A few refreshing showers had fallen during the last few days.

Cotton Exports from Montserrat.

Mr. Conrad Watson, writing on May 8th, reported that the rainy season had apparently 
commenced earlier than usual, and the past fortnight had been a wet one. Most of the cotton had 
been shipped, and the exports for crop (19.05-6) would be about 125,000 lbs. lint.

It was’ rumoured that the next inter-Colonial steamer going south would be the last to call 
at the Island. After that, their means of communication would be very limited, and they would 
only get Mails ’direct from England once per month.

Lieut.-Colonel Davidson Houston arrived by the Mail of May 3rd.

A Bitter Complaint from Nevis.

At a meeting of the Agricultural Society on May 17th, it was resolved that the Government 
be “ respectfully approached and earnestly solicited to re-consider the question of a Mail contract 
as the future well-being of the Colony greatly depended upon the facilities afforded by a regular 
system of Mail communication.” It was felt that the absence of steam communication must tend
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to disorganise trade and alienate capital and otherwise retard the prosperity of Nevis and the other 
Islands at a time when strenuous efforts were being made to develop the cotton industry.

The Hon. C. Arthur Shand wrote to us on May 17th that the sudden death of Sir Robert 
Bromley had caused a pronounced shock in the Island, which he was about to visit at his own 
request. Sir Robert had shown all along an intense desire to promote the welfare of the Presidency 
and its inhabitants, and his premature death was looked upon as a personal loss by all classes of the 
community.

Nice showers had fallen, but no general heavy rains, though some parts of the Island had been 
specially favoured.

St. Kitts and the Late Sir Robert Bromley.

Mr. Charles A. Smith gives us some further particulars regarding the death of Sir Robert 
Bromley, which took place at Government House, on Sunday, May 13th. It appears that he had 
been suffering from a slight attack of fever and fell, fracturing his skull. The general public 
had been unaware of his indisposition, and therefore the shock of the news was startling in its 
suddenness The funeral took place on the following day, and was largely attended by all classes, 
by whom the greatest regret was felt at the closing of a prominent career. Lady Bromley and 
family returned to England by the Mail, and she carried with her the deepest sympathy of the 
entire community at the terrible loss which had so suddenly fallen upon her. Mr. Wigley was 
again administering the Government.

Reaping was well advanced, and when crop was completed it was thought that it would 
exceed earlier anticipations, the yield having been excellent owing to the richness of the juice. 
Frequent showers kept up the growth of the young crop, which was very promising. The 
accumulation of sugar had been removed, and there was not likely to be any fear as to the lack 
of facilities for shipment for the remainder of the crop.

Complaints from St. Vincent regarding Shipping of Sugar.

Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co. again complain of lack of facilities for shipping their sugar. On 
the last visit of the “ Ocamo,” 30 out of a shipment of 180 barrels were returned on shore after beino­
put alongside, although there were hundreds of tons of space. Again, application was made to the 
agent for room for 30 barrels of molasses and 150 barrels of sugar for the “Caribbee,” but they 
were advised almost at the last minute that, though the ship would take the sugar, she could not 
take the molasses.

Fine showers had fallen during the last few days, and the planters were beginning to be 
able to work the soil, which they had been unable to touch for some months past.

It was difficult to realise what the position of the Island would be after the inter-Colonial 
service was withdrawn. Coming on top of the withdrawal of the telegraph company’s subsidv 
it was felt that matters could not be much worse.

At the last meeting of the Agricultural Society a resolution was passed urging the Govern­
ment to maintain the Imperial Department of Agriculture, on which the continued success and 
further improvement and extension of the cotton industry and agriculture generally in St 
Vincent depended.

At the same meeting a Permanent Exhibition Committee was appointed ot which the fol 
lowing gentlemen were elected members: His Honour the Administrator Chairman • the 
Honourables C. J. Simmons and J. C. W. Hazell, Messrs. W. C. Proudfoot and P F Humins 
with the writer as Secretary. Funds had been placed at their disposal by the Imperial Denari-’ 
ment of Agriculture for sending on representative exhibits of the commercial products of the 
Island to the Canadian Exhibitions to be held in Halifax and Toronto in August and September

We are reminded by Mr. W. N. Sands that cotton now takes the second place in nnint 
value 111 the exports of the Island, the estimated value for the year 1905-6 beino- ¿767. • arrowroot 
still came first with an export value of ¿20,441, and sugar third with only though t^ 
serious decrease was in some measure due to stocks being held back on account of low prices 
Cocoa and cassava starch showed satisfactory progress, the value of exports amounting toAm 
and ¿1525 respectively. uo ^2422

An unfortunate accident occurred on Tuesday, May 15th, at “Diamond ” estate 
to Mr. C. J. Simmons. A terrific explosion due, it is ffou^ht toX S- c ’ 
certain defects in the pipes leading ?rom the rum still to ?he’ recede f™ 

caused the destruction by fire of the sugar works and the loss of two lives 
manager of the estate, had a very narrow escape. The works were comrd^UM +?5yWaId’ 

large quaimty of produce, including 2500 gallons of rum and 300 barrels of sullr d a”d a
I he buildings were only partially insured. The two men killed were 5-destroyed.

The weather continued favourable, but more rain still was wanted ^sPe^ed locally, 
ward coast, the rainfall not yet being sufficient for planting requirements °U the W1Ud'
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Trinidad. Delegates for the Meetings of Chamber of Commerce.

It was learnt with satisfaction that so influential and appreciative an audience had gathered 
to hear Mr. Randolph Rust’s lecture on the oil industry.

Mr. Edgar Tripp, in a letter dated May 2ist, informed us that a draft ordinance for the 
re-organisation of the Agricultural Society had been submitted to the Special Committee, by 
whom it was being considered.

Mr. W. Gordon Gordon, the Hon. George Goodwfille, and Mr. L- J. Bernstein had been 
appointed to represent the Chamber of Commerce at the meeting of Chambers of Commerce 
of the Empire. Mr. Goodwille would bring forward a resolution dealing with the 30 per cent, 
extra duty imposed by Venezuela upon all goods imported into the'Republic from the West 
Indies.

It was to be hoped that the general outcry regarding the discontinuance of the mail service 
outside the main route would not pass unheeded.

The return of receipts and payments of the Colony for ten months ended January 31st 
disclosed, as against the corresponding months in the previous year, a decrease of receipts of’ 
^10,853, and increase in expenditure of ^39,010.

The weather was everything that could be desired, alternate rain and sunshine. The sugar 
crop was nearly all in, and in quantity fully bore out expectations.

iRotes of 3 merest.
R M S P The West End office of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company was trans­

ferred on the 6th inst from 29, Cockspur Street to 32, Cockspur Street, the 
premises formerly occupied by the Cunard Steamship Company.

A Good Tip. The Indians of Bolivia, when they drink, require something that can be 
felt ; the quality is of very little importance so long as the strength is up to the mark, and they- 
frequently drink raw alcohol. It is supposed that the habit of constantly chewing coca enables 
them to imbibe what would soon kill other men.

Sugar in China. A sugar refinery, to deal with 200 tons of sugar daily, is about to be 
established at Tsingkao, an end being thus put to the monopoly hitherto held in Southern China 
by the two British refineries at Hong Kong. The Dutch Indies and the Philippines will thus 
be drawn upon for 80,000 tons of raw sugar annually.

Autres pays The West India Committee, with the co-operation of the Imperial Institute 
autres mœurs. and the West Indian Produce Association, Ltd., arranged a West Indian 

section at the Colonial Missionary Exhibition on May 9-11. That it was appreciated is shown 
by a letter received from the Rev. Ernest R. Weeks, the organiser of the Exhibition, in which 
he says : “ The chief object we had in view has been abundantly attained, and we are especially 
grateful to all those who by so generously lending us valuable objects of interest helped to bring 
about this satisfactory result.” The West Indies Court was of peculiar interest, and we venture 
to believe that this part of our Colonial Empire, with all its possibilities and resources, will have 
taken a place in the minds of all who visited the Exhibition which it never had before.

Improved We are glad to hear that the “ Meyer and Arbuckle ” attachment to ordinary
Evaporators. standard multiple effects has proved an unqualified success at the Palmiste

factory in Trinidad. The object of the attachment is to produce a high evaporation efficiency from 
the heating surface bv practically converting the effect into a film evaporator. This is done by forcing 
the juice through a perforated pivot-suspended tube within each vessel, which, rotating by the 
force of the juice, “ sprinkles ” the surface of the tubes of the drum. In the Palmiste trail 
an evaporation of 11.04 lbs. of water per square foot of heating surface was obtained, as against 
4.8 lbs. with the triple workingunder ordinary conditions. The great advantage of the 11 sprinkler ” 
is that it can be attached to any ordinary evaporator. The makers are Messrs. George Fletcher 
and Company, of Derby.

®ur Xibrarp.
West Indian Bulletin Vol vii. No. 1, obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms, price 6d., contains Report^ Dr/rraneis Watson tie " Âgrio^turkl Industries of Montserrat," and the " Cotton Industnes.u the 

ward Islands,” which have been already referred to in these columns ; a useful account of Rubber Expeiiments St 
Lucia,” by Mr. J. C. Moore, in which valuable directions are given as the result of experiments m tapping trees and
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described at length. India Gommittee Rooms, price Id. The
The Agricultural News, Vob Np *0!^ Exhibition of 1906, with general directions to exhibitors as to 

leading articles in this issue deals with the Canadiani E articles of varied interest.
ways and means of exhibiting. The number contains notes and art cles oj 2omes in (or

The International Sugar Journal for June^ authority^a the subject of Sugar Economics. Mr.
able and distinctive criticism from the evident pen*£ ohemical Control.” The remainder of the articles are 
T H P. Heriot resumes his articles on bimpie ivietnoub ui 
•excerpts on matters of great interest in the technical sugar world.

Weatber Ueleorams.
British Guiana—(Messrs. Curtis, Campbell and Co.), June 5th, “ We have just had an average rainfall of

Sports ot probnce from tbe West Snbies.

Jßritisb Guiana. Jamaica. ■Crinibab. Grenaba.

Jan. ist to May 17th. Jan. ist to May 17th. April ist to April 29th. Jan. ist to May 19th. Oct. ist to May 19th.

Sugar
1906

24,864
1905.

9407 tons.
1906.

28,911
1905.

23,027 tons
1906.
1 717

1905.
2291 tons

1906.
342,813 

f 1126

1905.
227,770 bags & bri.

2322 puns. 1

1906. 1905.

.Molasses .. 35,155 20,803 puns. 1,302 1,652 csks. — —
{ =

103 trcs. ?
134 brls. J — —

Rum — — 7,632 4.873 puns 188,027 185,633 galls. 2 346 puns
—

—

Cattle Fooa 
Cocoa 
Coffee

-Coconuts ..

—
—

2,905
3,3°°

24,338

2,729 toil'
1,950 lbs.

221,280

4,002
3,809

644>755

3,269 cwts.
1,922 ,,

303,850

12,597,850
11,840

4,730,429

15,571,405 lbs. 
ii,77O ,, 

4,451,140
4695 bags

43,443 52,750 bags.

Copra
Cotton — — 7,423 17,599 lbs. 865

4999
590 bales.

3749 bags.
Cotton Seed 
Asphtlt 

•Oranges
Bananas ..
Pimento ..
Spice

•Gold 
Diamonds . 11

1 1 
1 11

1

—

31,872
564

32,862 ozs.
2,374 carats

3,141,500
1,198,263

4,35i

791,250
i,370,222 bunches.

4,198 cwts.

46 ,619

—

47,723 tons

. ( 3199
“ J 303
x 237
»1 113

3327 bils.
414 i-brls.
433 cases.
154 bags.

trbe /¡bails,
Ube Wal znsaU Steam Cachet Gqmpan^-HOME arrivals per rm.sp. “Trent” (Capt. A. P Dix), 

lune 4th • Mr and Mrs Tims, Mr. G. S. Morrison, Mr. Geo. Grant, Miss Stanning, Miss Scott, Mr. J. Patterson, Mr. A. 
Tucker Capt H. B. Goodricks’ Mr. H. B. Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Hudson and infant. Mr J. E. Young. Mr. W. R. Johnson, 
Mr H Lauria Miss E Lauria, Mr. and Mrs. Zeigte, Master F. Hall, Master Velado, Mr. G. Hall, Mr. and Mrs Araujo, 
Mr' Orellano Mrs Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. Baker, Miss Bunting, Miss Blythe, Mr. and Mrs. Robbens, Miss E. Bedwell, 
Mr and Mrs.’ Impett Mr. Northcote, Mr. F. Ulloa, Mr. A. G. Lefevre, Mr. and Mrs Obergon, Mr. A. Steiner, Baron H. 
F Von Rotenhain Mr. J. 0. Grübel, Mr. M. S. Sanchez, Mr. and Mrs. Wallis, Mr. J. Hirch, Capt. Hamlyn, Mrs. 
Headley Mrs W. S. Robert on, Mr. and Mrs. Alston, Miss Alston, Mr. and Mrs. Lambie, Mrs. C. Stollemeyer, Mr. 
F Stoddart Mrs. Hombersley, Mr. Harragin, Mr. Learmond, Mr. Smith, Mr. Constantine, Mr. Ollivierre, Mr. Cumber­
batch Miss’ Hunt, Miss Halkett, Mr. W. Thompson, Mr. P. Goss, Mr. Hans E. Voss, Mr. and Mrs. Fernandez. Mr. and 
Mrs Cox Mr. D. G. Stoute, Mr. and Mrs. Garraway, Mr E. R. Anson, Rev. Canon Sloman, Dr. Von Winkler, Mr. A. 
Mackey Mr. M. Gomez, Mr. H. Burton, Miss Martin. Sir Henry Davson and valet, Mr. Ivan B. Davson, Mr. E. J. 
Macquarrie Mr. J. E. Parker, Mr. I. Barclay, Mr. L. A. Kent, Miss Jean Mackintosh, Mr. A. W. Duncan, Mrs. D. S. de 
Freitas Mr.’W. Goodman, Mr. A H. B. Gale, Mr.T. H. de Gale, Mr. R. Ollivierre, Hon. Lady Bromley, Mr. H. A Bromley, 
Mr. E.’ Du Boulay, Major R. T. Lawrence, Capt. and Mrs. Isacke, Dr. and Mrs. Oliphant, Mr. G. W. Smith, 
Mrs. A. Healey, Mrs. A. M. Lee. Master O. Bancroft, Mr. A. Quintino, Dr. and Mrs. Ireland, Mrs. Phillips’ 
Miss Phillips, Mr. J. Morrison, Major Lombe, Mr. Fitzherbert, Mr. A. T. Hammond. Miss W. Da Costa, Miss 
Chandler, Mrs. C. J. Clarke, Mr. C. E. Munton, Mrs. McLeod, Miss Rapier, Miss A. Buttock, Mr. and Mrs. C. de 
Lemos, Mr. Harley, Mr. J. R. Bancroft, Mrs. J. Pascal, Mr. J. Quarless, Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Pitcher, Mr. and Mrs. A 
Bovell, Capt. W. H. Owen, R.N.R., Mrs. Chandler, Miss Chandler. Mr. and Mrs. Boyce, Mr. Goodman, Mr. Austin Mr' 
Challenor, Mr. Lange, Mr. and Mrs. A. Goodman, Mrs. Austin, Mr. and Mrs. A. Cocks, Mr. and Mrs. Manning Mr E 
Agard, Mr. Andre, Mr. and Mrs. Vidle, Mr. and Mrs. C. Weisser, Mr. A. Gomez, Mr. H. Vollmer, Mr. F. Vollmer Mr A 
S. Urbaneja, Mr. R. Hernandez. Mr. and Mrs. Stolk, Mr. and Mrs. Schreier, Mr. G. Malincino.

OUTWARD BOOKINGS—per R.M.S.P. “Trent” (Capt. A. P. Dix), June 14th. Rev. Canon and Mrs Elliot Mr 
A. Henkes, Mr. O. E. Saunders, Mr. L. F. Guevara, Mr. N. Inskipp, Mr. H. W. Hammond, Mr. A. Tietjen Sir. J T 
Lewin, Mrs. Camacho.

W imperial direct West Sndia ZUSatl Service—SAILINGS per R.M.S. “ Port Henderson •• (Cant \\ l? 
Rowe), June 2nd. Mr. F. Farah, Mr. H. 0. Heselton, Miss Hart, Mr. Murphy, Mrs. J. T Marsh Mr< \t
Melbourne, Mr. G. Nicholson, Mr. J. C. Nolan, Mr. H. Redfern. * » ^ra. Holgate, Mr.



Cbe , . .

West India Committee Circular
Vol. XXL Reg^^ WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13th, 1906. No. 194.

TABLE OF
PAGE

Leading Articles :
(1) Are the West Indian Islands Apathetic ? ... 281
(2) Sugar Experiments in Jamaica ................ ... 282

Mr. Harold B. Gardiner Austin ... ... ... ... 283
A Village near Mahaicony ... ... ... ... 284
The West India Committee ... ... ... ... 284
A Hundred Years Ago ... ... ... ... ... ¿84
The Memorial to Sir Henry Norman................................ 285
Our Cricketers at Dinner... ... ... ... ... 285
The West Indian Cricket Tour................  .................286
London County v. the West Indians ................................287
The New Cotton ... ... ... ... ... ... 287
The Colonial Fruit Show... ... ... ... ... 288
A Regimental Trophy ... ... ... ... ... 289
Consular Reports ... ... ... ... ... ... 289
The Editor’s Diary ... ... ... ... ... 290
Coming Events ... ... ... ... ... ... 291

CONTENTS.
PAGE

Notes of Interest ... ... ... ... ... ... 291
Some Homeward Mails ... ... ... ... ... 293
Our Library ... ... ... ... ... ... 293
The West Indian Civil Service ... ... ... ... 294
Weather Telegrams ... ... ... ... ... 294
The Mails ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 294
Mail Arrangements ... ... ... ... ... 295
Exports of Produce from Jamaica ... ... ... 295
Some West Indian Securities ... ... ... ... 295
The Produce Markets’ Summary ... ... ... 296

ILLUSTRATIONS.

Mr. Harold B. Gardiner Austin............... .  .................281
A Village near Mahaicony ... ... ...to face 284
Some West Indian Exhibits ... ... ... ... 288
The French Drum-Major’s Staff ................................ 289
An Agricultural Show in Dominica ... ... ... 290

OUR CELEBRITIES. Cbe West Jnbia Committee TRooms,
15 Seething Lane, London,No. LXIX.

June 12th, 1906

Telegrams: “Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

dbr. Ibarolö Jß. Garbiner Austin.

When the exhibitions of Colonial fruit 
under the auspices of the Royal Hor­

ticultural Society were inaugurated in 1904, the 
Colonies most largely represented at the spacious 
hall at Vincent Square were the West Indies. 
Many awards fell to the lot of the West Indian 
exhibitors, and as the medals were actually 
presented in tangible form in contradistinction 
to the objectionable “diploma for award” 
system ; as space was alloted free of all expense, 
and as the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 
carried exhibits freight free, it was naturally 
hoped that more and more interest would be 
taken in these exhibitions. Unfortunately, the 
reverse has proved to be the case, and each 
succeeding display has been characterised by 
less fruit coming from the West Indies and a 
steadily increasing supply from other parts of 
the Empire. This has gone on to such an 
extent that at the last exhibition, of which we 
give a brief account on another page, not a 
single exhibit of fruit, preserves or vegetables 
was received direct from any West Indian'

Colony, though South Africa and Australia eagerly seized upon the opportunity of displaying their 
produce, the former showing a splendid array of citrus fruit which, in spite of the distance of the
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Transvaal and Natal, certainly excelled any which we have ever seen from the West Indies. South 

African limes, oranges and lemons—the latter of colossal size were shown in profusion. W here 
was Jamaica ? Where Trinidad ? Where Dominica ? Conspicuous by their absence. That this is 
not as it should be our readers will agree. The West Indies can produce citrus fruit as fine as, if not 
finer than, that from any part in the world ; but if they are to keep to the front they must wake up 
lest the position which they now hold be wrested from them. It will never do for them to jog along 
as they are. now doing and be content to leave the extension of their markets to chance. Weare 
sorry to have to say that we have noticed a tendency in the West Indies to plunge into schemes and 
undertakings with a feverish enthusiasm which evaporates with equal rapidity. It is, however, difficult 
to trace the reason for this apathy. Possibly it may be said that the notice given of the recent 
Horticultural Exhibitions was unduly short, and that time and season have not been propitious 
for a.suitable fruit supply. The next exhibition, however, will take place in December next and 
allow ample time for collection of exhibits. Space will be absolutely free, and thanks to the 
generosity of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, exhibits will again be carried freight free. 
With this information before them we can hardly believe that the West Indies will again be “ behind 
as they were before.” We cordially invite the support and assistance of our friends of the West 
Indian Press, who can do much to help towards reminding the newly-formed permanent Exhibition 
Committees, and the Agricultural and Commercial Societies of the West Indies to be up and doing. 
Of the Agricultural Societies who have co-operated so loyally with us in the past, we ask that they 
will work with the Exhibition Committees in endeavouring to secure for the West Indies representa­
tion on a scale commensurate with the importance of the West Indian Fruit Industry.

We have received the report of the Jamaica Board of Agriculture on the experimental work of 
the Sugar Experiment Station for the year 1905, comprising the results of the manurial and 

seedling cane experiments, and of the fermentation investigations conducted by Mr. Cousins, the 
Island Chemist, and the Fermentation Chemist, Mr. Allan. The value of the observations is greatly 
enhanced by the common-sense practical manner in which they have been carried out, the manurial 
experiments having been conducted on the estates and under estates conditions, although the small 
area, only j^th of an acre for each plot, rendered deductions not quite so valuable as if a larger scale 
had been adopted, and prevented the quality of the juice ground by the estates’ mill being determined 
for the individual plots, an important consideration. It would appear from these that as a general 
thing canes respond in the soils of Jamaica, as elsewhere, to nitrogen in the form of sulphate of 
ammonia, and nitrate of soda, basic slag and potash, and the value of irrigation in those localties 
where the rainfall is deficient is well brought out. Useful analyses of soils are also given 
which, as a rule, bring out strongly the fertility of Jamaica soils. The seedling cane experiments 
at Hope Gardens were promising well, and desirable Jamaica seedlings will shortly be mven 
to the planters. B 208 had given 65-5 tons to the acre, but we must again advocate caution 
in estimating the future of any of these from the early records. Only two estates in 1904 had 
experimented with seedling canes, and these on a comparatively small scale, but Mr Shore at 
Caymanas, had obtained 50 tons per acre from B 208, but for the current year numerous estates were 
carrying out observations. The most interesting part of the report deals with the rum experiments 
comprising researches as to the best methods to be employed in setting wash, the nature of thè 
yeast found in the fermentation, and the identification of the bacilli giving rise to the flavouring ethers 
As regards the fermentation experiments, however, the scale on which these were made usiné 
puncheons for fermenting vessels, and a specially constructed 60 gallon still, although formimi ’a good
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basis for future work, is, we are afraid, calculated to give different and probably higher results than on 
an estates’ distillery, and we shall be glad to hear how far the later observations, which are promised, 
agree with these. Thus, when Mr. Cousins gives the possibility of recovering 10% more than the 
1 gallon of proof spirit per 5 degrees of attenuation, the minimum yield allowed by the British 
Revenue Department, it is not to be expected that in an estates’ distilling a similar yield would be 
obtained. In British Guiana, with a good working patent still, 1-03 gallon is the best working figure 
that can be obtained^ even under scientific supervision, and it is found in practice that a pot still gives 
considerably less, from 7 to 10%, than a patent still. The best results were obtained by Mr. Cousins 
with wash set so as to contain about 10% of sweets, a figure which would correspond in wash set 
without dunder to a density of 150 Brix., which, it may be remarked, Dr. Shier, the Agricultural 
Chemist, of Demerara, as far back as 1855, determined as being the most suitable figure for 
that Colony. Mr. Allan, in his estates’ investigations on fermentation attached to the report, 
considers that the especially high flavour of some of the rums was due to the substitution of the rod­
celled, or air-borne, yeast for the common oval variety which is adherent to the cane, the former 
permitting of alcoholic fermentation going on under conditions of acidity under which the latter could 
not exist, a most important consideration as regards the development of ethers. In Mr. Allan’s report 
there is one remark which does not support the promise of Mr. Cousins as to increased returns. He 
states that with highly-flavoured rum the method of manufacture must be wasteful of material. He 
also remarks that a very large preponderance of the total ethers in rum is acetic ether, and that as this 
has but little or no flavour, the real aroma of rum must be due to other ethers, present in smaller 
quantity. This seems to point very definitely to a high proportion of ethers not necessarily meaning a 
highly flavoured rum. “ High gravities,” he says, “ and incomplete attenuation are bound to be unecono­
mical, and although considerable saving of present wash may be made on the estates, we much fear 
that Mr. Cousins’ anticipations, alluded to above, will become considerably modified, in other words 
that quality in this connection cannot go with quantity. The essence of making a high-flavoured 
rum is that fermentation should be slow and opportunity given for a certain latitude to yeast enemies, 
bacilli of certain descriptions to propagate, and this is naturally inimical to spirit production. 
Mr. Allan does not see how the greater extraction from modern sugar machinery can affect the quality 
of the rum. “ Reboiling molasses,” he says, “ will lessen the amount of sugar to be fermented, and 
so decrease the quantity of the rum, but it cannot affect its quality.” The absence of available skim­
mings in a modern factory, the successive reboilings, and the amount of lime used therein, as a matter 
of fact do affect the quality of the rum, as has been amply demonstrated elsewhere in the West Indies. 
We have not the space to give more than this very brief summary of Mr. Cousins’ valuable contribu­
tion to the literature of sugar, of the work which promises to be of the greatest assistance to the 
Jamaica sugar industry. It is a pity, however, that the manner in which the report is printed and 
published is not worthy of the excellent matter which it represents.

/ibr. Ibarolb K Gardiner Bustin.
Mr. Harold B. Gardiner Austin, the captain of the West Indian Cricket Team, resides in 

Barbados, where he is the head of the firm of Gardiner, Austin & Co., which was established as 
Michael Cavan & Co., in 1797. He is Consul for Sweden and Norway, and agent for companies too 
numerous to mention. Suffice it to say, they are all of a first-class order. His father, the Hon. John 
Gardiner Austin, who died, regretted by all, in 1902, was one of the most popular men in Barbados, 
and one of the most useful members of the community politically. The son bids fair to follow in his 
father’s footsteps ; and we shall not be greatly surprised if in the not distant future he is found taking



284 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. June 13, 1906

an active part in ’ controlling the destinies of the Island of which he is as proud as his father was 
before him. Mr. Harold Austin was captain of the Barbados cricket team which won the inter­
colonial trophy at Trinidad with such eclat this year. When the last representative West Indian 
team visited this country, he was unable to take part in the matches, being absent fighting foi his 
country with Paget’s Horse; but on the present occasion he is expected to render good account of 
himself. As a speaker Mr. Austin showed his ability at the recent dinner given in his honour by the 
West Indian Club. His reputation for good fellowship is too well-known to require emphasising.

H Millage near /Ibabaiconp.
Our full page illustration is intended to give our readers some idea of a small village in British 

Guiana. A church, a schoolhouse, two or three rum shops, which also retail what is necessary for the 
small food wants of their customers, and a few straggling wooden cottages constitute a picturesque if 
somewhat squalid spectacle, the effect of which is intensified by the coco-nut and plantain trees 
scattered irregularly about. These villages occur every few miles along the public roads.

Ube West Snòia Committee.
The next election of candidates for Membership of the West India Committee will be held on 

Thursday next, June 14th, at three p.m. Forms of application and full particulars regarding 
Membership can be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, 
15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.

21 Ibunòreò years ilgo.
Shipping Freights.

Each year, in August, it was the custom of the West India Committee to fix the rates of freight from 
London to the sugar Colonies, and not only are the items interesting as a comparison with present rates, but also as 
affording an insight into old time life. We give a few of the freights taken from the minutes and dated 
August 27th, 1782, and August 28th, 1783, those for the latter date being in “ Times of Peace."

1782. I 783
£ s. d. £ s. d.

Barrels of beef and herrings ... each 8 0 5 0
,, gunpowder * * • 5 5 IO 0 5 0
,, oil, containing 30 galls. • • • J ? 15 0 7 6
,, beer (N.B. six to the ton) ... 12 0 6 0

Butts and Vatts filled the 100 galls. 1 4 0 12 0
Bricks ... the 1000 2 0 0 i 0 0
Cheefe, in Cafks ... the cwt. 4 0 2 0
Chairs (Mahogany, Walnut-tree, Cheery tree,

&c.), the bundle containing 2 ... ... 15 0 7 6
„ (ditto) with arms ... each 15 0 7 6
,, Sedan, in Cafes

Chaifes, two-wheeled, with Tops
5 0 0 2 T O 0
8 8 0

A VA 0

„ two-wheeled, without Tops or Kitterings 6 6 0
4
0

4 0

Couches, uncafed ... i 16 0
0 3

18
0

Coaches, with Carriages and Wheels 18 18 0
0

Chariots, with ditto and ditto 
Coals, loofe the Chaldron

14 14
2 0

0
0

9
7

9
7

0
0

Fire-Engines
Hoglheads of fine goods, if very large

from ^2 to 10 0
1 15
T *7

0
0

I 
from £2 to 5

0
0

0
0 each

„ coals and lime ,, x7 6
Hampers, the dozen bottles 1 7 

A

u
0 U 0

Harrows the pair
4

IO 0
2 0

Iron Ware, in Cafks the cwt. 3 0 5 
i

0
6
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Meafured goods
Oil of Vitriol, Aqua Fortis, and all other 

strong spirits

the Foot 
very
the gall.

2

2

0

6

■ I

I

0

6
Puncheons of fine goods ... each 1 7 6 t c 0
Ploughs, with wheels ,, 3 0 0 I IO 0

,, without wheels ... ,, 2 0 0 I 0 0
Paffengers, the Ship’s Part ... 6 0 0 6 0 0
Paint the cwt. 4 0 2 0
Potatoes 2 0 • I 6
Puncheon-Packs ... ... each

□
6 0 2 6

Poft-Chaifes, four-wheel, with carriages, &c. 
Sofas, uncafed

■ ••• „ 14
„ 2

U
8

0
0

7 7
I a

0
0

Staves for Sugar Hogfheads the 1000 7 0 ô
“T

3 10 0
„ White Oak and Heading „ 6 IO 0 3 5 0
,, Hamburgh double ... ,, 12 0 0 6 0 0

Tierces of Beef and Pork ... ... each 12 0 9 0
Waggons, with double Shafts and broad Wheels „ 16 0 0 8 0 0

,, with narrow Wheels „ 12 0 0 6 0 0
It will be noticed that the wav rates were practically double those of the peace rates, although the “ Ship's 

part of the passenger rate was the same. The catering was a matter of arrangement with the captain. The 
articles enumerated are strikingly illustrative of the conservatism of those days as regards mode of life. Coaches, 
Chariots, Sedan chairs, Post chaises, &c., all indicated the characteristic of the early British Colonist quite as 
much as the later, to 11 sing the songs of Zion in a strange land," and his desire to surround himself with the 
comforts of the homeland. Curiously enough a barrel of beer was charged a higher freight than one of gunpowder. 
The ploughs, harrows, &=c., were evidently in use to a considerable extent, and it would be of considerable interest 
if any of our readers could give some information as to when and why hand tillage superseded these.

Ube /Ibe mortal to Sir Denrp IRorman.
Field-Marshal Lord Roberts announces that the memorial to the late Field-Marshal Sir Henry 

Wylie Norman, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., C.I.E., will take the following form : firstly, a gold medal, to 
be called the “ Norman Medal,” to be awarded at the end of each term at the Royal Military College, 
Sandhurst, to the cadet who passes out first on the Indian Army List. The offer of this medal has 
been accepted by the Army Council, and dies are now being prepared by one of our leading medallists, 
and it is probable that the first award of the Norman Medal will be made at the end of the current 
Sandhurst term. Further, after providing fpr the establishment of the medal in perpetuo, it is hoped, 
that sufficient funds will still be available to allow of the erection of suitably inscribed tablets to Sir 
Henry Norman’s memory in the crypt of St. Paul’s, at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, and in the 
Cantonment Church at Delhi. Would it not be possible to secure a replica of the Memorial Tablet 
for Kingston Parish Church, Jamaica ?

®ur Gricheters at dinner.
The West Indian Cricketers were duly pronounced to be “ all jolly good fellows ” in customary 

musical style on the night of Saturday last, the 9th inst. The occasion was a banquet given to them 
by the West Indian Club at the Imperial Restaurant, Regent Street. Sir Cavendish Boyle, the Vice- 
President of the Club, was in the chair, and among those present were His Excellency Sir Henry 
Moore Jackson, Viscount Brackley, the Hon. F. Stanley Jackson, Sir William Russell, Bart., Colonel 
Sir J. Roper Parkington, and the following members of the team : Mr. H. B. Gardiner Austin (Capt.), 
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, Mr. T. Burton, Mr. G. Challenor, Mr. L. Constantine, Mr. C. P. Cumberbatch, 
Mr. P. A. Goodman, Mr. A. E. Harragin, Mr. C. H. Layne, Mr. G. C. Learmond, Mr. C. S. Morrison, 
Mr. R. Ollivierre, and Mr. J. E. Parker. Mr. J. Arnold, Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall, Mr. H. L. 
Bourke, Mr. H. G. Boyle, Mr. C. Burkenshaw, Mr. E. Carpenter, Mr. N. Cox, Mr. E. R. Davson, 
Mr. Lionel de Mercado, Captain A. P. Dix, Mr. B. Edwards, Mr. R. P. Goffe, Mr. W. A. M. Goode 
(Hon. Sec. West Indian Club), Mr. Home Gordon, Mr. A. Hirsch, Mr. W. B. Isaacs, Mr. Arthur 
Johnson, Mr. A. Clifton Kelway, Mr. H. D. Leveson-Gower, Mr. A. N. Lubbock, Mr. R. H. Mallett 
(Manager of the Tour), Mr. A. E. Messer, Mr. A. Nash, Mr. A. M. Nathan, Mr. T. Platt, Mr. J. S»
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Powell, Mr. H. F. Previte, Mr. C. Richardson, Mr. J. Rippon, Mr. R, Rutherford, Mr G- W. 
Simmons, Mr. W. P. Simon, Mr. F. A. Skeete, Mr. A. Somers-Cox, Mr. Oscar Thompson, Mr. \\ . J. 
Von Winckler, Mr. J. H. Wilkinson, and Captain C. E. Wilson. .

The customary loyal toasts having been honoured, the Chairman, in proposing the toast of 
“our guests,” referred to the effect of sport in cementing the bond of union between Anglo-Saxon 
races in different parts of the world. He said he was sure the present team would, like their 
predecessors, prove that they could play the game in a grand and sportsmanlike manner, and that they 
would give a successful account of themselves through all the long list of matches which had been 
arranged for them. Such visits as these added fresh links to the chain of friendship and good­
fellowship which bound the sons of Great Britain to the children of Greater Britain beyond the seas. 
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, in responding, urged their supporters and their English critics to reserve both 
praise and blame until the first three or four matches had been played. The team was chosen from 
five colonies, some of them a thousand miles away from the others, and the men had never played 
together. It was, however, the best team the West Indies could produce. He expressed a deep 
sense of gratitude to the West Indian Club for undertaking the arrangements of the tour and to the 
M.C.C. for the fixtures which they had made, and for the many courtesies they had shown him 
since the team arrived,. He also wished to thank the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for 
transport facilities afforded them. They all felt complimented that the scores made against the West 
Indians would be included in the first-class averages, and he hoped that in the future they might 
perhaps be considered worthy of a “ test ” match.

Lord Brackley then proposed the toast “ Our National Game ” and warned the English 
cricketers that, judging by the experience which he gained during his recent tour in the West Indies, 
they would have a hard nut to crack in their present opponents. The Hon. F. S. Jackson responded 
in a humorous speech, in the course of which he said that to be a first-class cricketer had almost 
become synonymous with being a first-class journalist. He referred to his good fortune in winning 
the toss with the Australian cricketers, and wished the West Indian captain similar luck. The game of 
cricket had its greatest security in the fact that the interests of the game in this country and throughout 
the world, were most carefully watched by the M.C.C. Sir Henry Jackson proposed the health of the 
West Indian Club, and the Chairman having responded, a pleasant evening was brought to a close.

Ube West Subían Cricket Uout.
BY P. A. GOODMAN.

In the early months of 1905 there toured the West Indies the fifth English cricket team, under 
the captaincy of Lord Brackley. Amongst the many well known cricketers of the combination was 
that popular soldier-cricketer, Captain E. G. Wynyard, who brought us a message from across the 
seas. He declared that from what he had seen of our cricket in the West we were quite up to first- 
class standard, and would surely give a good account of ourselves in England. He impressed on us 
the necessity of acting both early and speedily, and of not leaving all arrangements to the last moment 
and thus being unable to get suitable fixtures. It was, upon these representations, unanimouslv agreed 
by the cricket authorities of the various Colonies to put themselves in communication with the Sports’ 
Committee of the West Indian Club, who made the arrangements for the first West Indian cricket 
team, asking them again to take such steps as were necessary to ensure a successful visit and to 
communicate with the secretary of the M.C.C., Mr. F. E. Lacey, with the object of getting us 
fixtures with the various counties. All arrangements were speedily and satisfactorily made and in 
January a West Indian team was selected. This team is without doubt the very best that the West 
Indies can produce and is, in our opinion, better at all points than the 1900 team It had been settled 
that the team should leave by the mail of May 14th, but owing to the unavoidable changes in the 
time-table of the R.M.S P. Co., it was not until the early hours of the morning of May 2ard that the

ZrL' r Set We cannot omit to put on record here the magnanimity
of the R-M-S.P. Co., which, besides making a considerable reduction in the fares, also contributed A 
to each Colony s contribution to the general funds. The voyage passed off much the same as aU 
others. There were sports for some and cards, &c., for others. Caotain Isaarke X u 
collecting shillings from individuals on the run of the ship, and Dr. Von Winkler oroved^-7 bPfSy 
most persuasive auctioneer. . VV lnkler proved himself a

On Sunday, June 3rd, we reached Cherbourg and on the following mommA e .1
We were pleased to find that arrangements had been made for us to goXraiX 
practice at Lords, where every facility has been given us. Of this courtesy on the n P .u ° z 
we have taken full advantage ; and, although we would have preferred a longer tinPe for Pr^tiJe^ye¿
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we have buckled to and worked for all we are worth. We opened the ball at the Crystal Palace 
against the London County on June nth, and though the issue of our first match has been decided 
against us, we are by no means downhearted. In our next issue I shall endeavour to give a few critical 
notes of the play. Meanwhile it suffices to add that for the present we kneel at the feet of the gods 
and remember the motto, “ Fortibus favet fortuna.”

(To be continued).

bonbon Countp v. Ube West Indians.
The West Indians opened their tour on June 11 th at the Crystal Palace against an eleven ent

together by Dr. W. G. Grace, whose team won by 247 runs on June 12th. The scores were as 
follows :—

DR. W. G. GRACE’S XI.
First Innings. Second Innings

Dr. W. G. Grace, c. Goodman, b. Smith ... 23 b. Layne ... ...
Marshall, c. Cumberbatch, b. Layne 51 c. Burton, b. Cumberbatch

9

Mr. L. S. Wells, c. Goodman, b. Cumberbatch ... 6 c. Goodman, b. Layne ...
... 4

Mr. A. E. Lawton, c. Burton, b. Goodman ... 105 b. Layne
Mr. E. H. D. Sewell, c. Learmond, b. Burton 96 c. Bancroft, b. Cumberbatch

4
. ... T 3Mr. P. G. Gale, c. Burton, b. Smith 9 b. Cumberbatch ... IMr. J. H. Todd, b. Burton 24 b. Layne • • • IOMr. C. B. Grace, st. Bancroft, b. Burton... 5 c. Cumberbatch, b. Layne

Murch, c. sub., b. Burton 3 c. Bancroft, b. Goodman ... cq

Mr. R. M. Bell, b. Smith 5 not out
Dò

Mr. E. C. Kirk, not out 0 b. Layne ... __
31

... 7
Extras ... 18 E.xtras 7

Total 345 Total 186

THE WEST INDIANS.
First Innings. Second Innings.

Mr. H. B. G. Austin, l.b.w., b. W. G. Grace 0 c. Todd, b. W. G. Grace
Mr. G. C. Learmond, c. Todd, b. W. G. Grace 14 run out

... 4

... 0
Mr. O. H. Layne, fun out 16 c. Lawton, b. Kirk • • « 20Mr. L. Constantine, b. Marshall ... • •• 89 c. and b. W. G. Grace ... ... 0
Mr. P. A. Goodman, c. Marshal, b. Kirk ... 0 lbw., b. W. G. Grace ... 2
Mr. N. E. Harragin, c. Murch, b. W. G. Grace ... 17 c. Gale, b. Wells ... co
Mr. S. G. Smith, c. Murch, b. W. G. Grace 2 not out
Mr. C. P. Cumberbatch, b. Kirk... 2 c. C. B. Grace, b. Kirk ...

••• 3°
0

Mr. G. Challenor, b. Marshall 1 b. G. W. Grace
o 
A

Mr. C. K. Bancroft, run out 4 st. Murch, b. Wells
... 4

Mr. W, J. Burton, not out i c. C. B. Grace, b. Wells... ... C
Extras ... 10 Extras... 9

Total ................... 156 Total 128

Ube 1Rew Cotton.

We are indebted to the Melbourne Times for a description of the new variety of cotton called by 
its raiser, Dr. Thomatis, “ Caravonica,” and already described as the King of Cotton Trees. Dr. 
Thomatis crossed the Sea Island cotton of Mexico with that of Peru—varieties of different 
hemispheres, flowering at different seasons—and obtained issue larger and stronger than the parents, 
with a tendency to flower all the year round. This riotous behaviour he checked by destroying the 
blossoms which appeared in the rainy months from January to May, and encouraging and obtaining 
seed from those which appeared in the dry months suited to the ripening of cotton. Thus he obtained 
the docile acclimatised plant, which he calls the “ Caravonica,” from the estate near Cairns where it 
is grown, and for which he claims extraordinary merits. Within six months of sowing it bears a small 
crop when seven or eight feet high. When two years old it is full-grown, and in size much the same 
as an orange tree.

About nine hundred trees can be planted to the acre, and each tree produces from to 2^ lb. 
of clean cotton lint, or from 4 lb. to 7 lb. of cotton in the seed. The lint is worth from rod. to is. per 
lb., and Dr. Thomatis claims the net profit to be from ^30 to ¿40 per acre. This profit, he maintains,
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is available after employing white labour for picking, and paying wages of 8s. per day. 1 his glowing 
description of the Caravonica might, perhaps, be largely discounted by the natural enthusiasm of the 
discoverer for his discovery, but it is borne out by cool market opinions. Dr. Thomatis quotes the 
Associated Cotton Spinners in Italy, Hungary, and Germany as declaring the Caravonica better 
than the best of American cottons ” and that they “ would buy all that can be grown at double current 
price.” The leading Liverpool cotton brokers said, “ that if grown largely, Caravonica cotton would 
open up a new area in cotton culture,” and they valued it at rod. per lb. The Minister of Agriculture 
for France pronounced it “a valuable substitute for wool.” The “Caravonica is estimated to yield 
1,300 lb. of ginned cotton to the acre,” or three times as much as any other known variety, and of 
superior quality.

Ube Colonial jfruit Show.

It was.a matter for great disappointment that not a 
himself of the offer, of free freight to and free space

single exhibitor in the West Indies availed 
at the show of Colonial fruit which was

held at the Royal Horticultural Hall, West­
minster, on June 6th and 7th last. Due notice 
of this Exhibition was given to all the West 
Indian Colonies many months ago and their 
apathy was naturally the subject of consider­
able comment, more especially as such far 
distant parts of the Empire as Australia and 
New Zealand occupied a large portion of the 
hall. Natal also sent an exhibit, and the Trans­
vaal Government made a show of citrus fruits 
including oranges, limes, lemons, shaddocks, 
grape fruit, mandarin oranges and citrons, 
which led one to the conclusion that the West 
Indies will have to look to their laurels and 
show a greater amount of keenness about such 
exhibitions if they are to retain their position 
in the home markets. It must not, however, 
be supposed that the West Indies were quite 
unrepresented. On the contrary, the British 
West Indian Fruit Company, the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Company and the West Indian 
Produce Association, did their best to make 
good the deficiency by making representative 
exhibits. The British West Indian Fruit Com­
pany showed principally bananas, which were all 
in excellent condition and did credit to the
carrying powers of the second exhibitor named. 
Bunches of claret bananas, of course, attracted 
a large amount of attention. The West Indian 
Produce Association, Ltd., of 4, Fenchurch 
Buildings, showed oranges, grape fruit, limes 
and their varied West Indian produce now 
sold under the trade mark “ Wipa.” A special 
feature was made of fresh limes and lime mar­
malade, which was favourably reported upon. 
The Exhibition was very well attended and 
as regards the number of Colonies partici­
pating was certainly one of the best of the 

a combined effort be made in the West Indian Colonie? to^^ Cannot

show which is to be held on December 4th and 5th next? All that intend in^K the 
tc do :o to select and pack their fruit with the Greatest cnre nnH Exhibitors have
steamer, freight free, to the Secretary, the West India Committee the Hoftic l^u' v C°’S 
Square, Westminster. We will do the rest! ’ horticultural Hall, Vincent

Some West Jnbian i£jbibits.

Though no exhibits were sent from the West Indies 
direct to the recent show of colonial fruit at the Royal Horti­
cultural Hall, these Colonies were not altogether unrepre­
sented thanks to the R.M.S.P. Co., the British West Indian
Fruit Co. and the ‘ 
shown above.

to do is to

'W.I.P.A.” part of whose exhibit is
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H IRegimental Uropbp.
The French .Drum-Major’s staff, which 

1st West India Regiment, has an interesting bit 
of old time history attached to it. In March 
1808, Marie-Galante, a small island to the 
south-east of Guadeloupe, then, as now, in the 
possession of the French, was captured by a 
British naval force. This was particularly 
annoying to the French on account of the 
proximity of the island to Guadeloupe, that a 
determined attempt was made to recover it, and 
in August a small force of 200 men landed with 
the view of conquering the island. This was 
anticipated by H.M.S. “Circe,” who landed 
thirty men to man the small fort, who were 
successful in beating off the French, whose 
boats had been in the meantime seized by the 
“ Circe,” and who, in consequence, had to 
retreat to the interior of the island, where they 
were joined by 400 or 500 of the inhabitants.

News of the French landing having 
reached Barbados, General Beckwith, who 
was in command there, despatched Colonel 
Blackwell with three companies of the 1st West 
India Regiment to regain possession of the 
island. This force, reinforced by 140 marines 
and some sailors, attacked the enemy with such 
success that after several engagements they 
ultimately surrendered, and among the spolia 
opima was the Drum-Major’s staff, which was 
retained by the West India Regiment. The 
staff was of ebony and silver, and bore the 
inscription, “ La Republique Française, une 
at indivisible, Battalion 26me,'1' although the 
Empire had been proclaimed four years pre­
viously. The head was subsequently cut off 
and mounted as represented in the illustration 
attached.

constituted one of the ' regimental trophies of the

Cbc jfrencb 3>runWH5a jot’s Staff.
We have to thank Col. A. R. Loscombe for the photo­

graph from which this illustration is reproduced, and the 
note regarding the French Drum-Major’s Staff in the 
possession of the Battalion of the West Indian Regiment 
which he recently commanded.

Consular IReports.
Orange Crop in Spain.

45,500,000 oranges were exported in 1905 against 21,000,000 in 1904 from the Spanish district 
of Cordoba. The frequent and heavy frosts of last winter have done considerable damage to the 
orange and olive trees, which will no doubt affect the fruit of the current year.

Pitch Imports into Russia.

8,550 tons of pitch for the manufacture of patent fuel, were imported into the Russian district 
of Rostov-on-Don from the United Kingdom, and it is reported that the quantity this year will in all 
probability reach 10,000 to 12,000 tons. Up to the present only one company imports this article, 
but other collieries are studying the question of briquette making and will also have to import the 
pitch.

Brandy Standard.
With regard to the essential properties of brandy it is considered doubtful if France will 

adopt a French standard of ethers. High authorities in Bordeaux and Cognac consider that, whilst 
the suggestion of eighty parts natural ether is near the right mark, it should be reduced to, say, 
seventy parts, as numerous analysis have found brandies of undisputable authenticity, especially old
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brandies of high repute, containing this percentage. [Seventy parts of ethers is but slightly above 
those of Demerara rum, and a very long way short of Jamaica.—Ed.]

Agriculture in the Rhine Provinces.
Most farmers in the Rhine Provinces are holders of small lots, hence it becomes necessary for 

them to combine in order to be able to avail themselves of all the advantages which each single large 
farmer possesses. The Agricultural Society comprises over 700 sub-clubs and some 40,000 members ; 
there is hardly any parish which has not got an agricultural club subordinated to the central Agricul­
tural Society. There is also a Chamber of Agriculture which assists and supports the farmer in every 
possible way. One of the most beneficial institutions in the province are the Agricultural Schools, of 
which there are nearly forty, at which 600 pupils are every year taught their profession. During the 

summer, when the schools are

Photo by « ~ __ F. Everington.
Bn Agricultural Show in Stomàtica.

Much interest is taken in Agricultural Shows in the West Indies. The 
above illustration, from a photograph, for which we are indebted to Mr. Francis 
Everington, is typical of the scene on such occasions. The Show here depicted 
was held on the Melville Hall Estate.

closed, the masters visit the 
various agricultural districts 
and give lectures on farming, &c. 
It was at first uphill work for 
the Government, which had to 
subsidise the schools heavily, but 
ultimately the system became a 
complete success. The farmers 
obtain credit from the Raffeisen 
Agricultural Banks, which are 
of the utmost importance to the 
farmer. Credit is given to the 
members only, the sphere of 
action of each bank being 
restricted to its immediate neigh­
bourhood, and they are worked 
by committees of shareholders 
who receive no remuneration. 
Ready cash is given to farmers 
even for wages and implements 
to enable them if necessary to 
await a favourable market. In 
times of great commercial crisis 
the banks have never been 
known to fail. Hand-in-hand 
with the co-operation system, 
fire and hail insurance com-

, ,1 j« , • , . panies are in operation through-
out the district. . There are no very severe winters in the Rhenish Province; they are mild 
and somewhat rainy but the soil is nothing like as fruitful as in the United Kingdom where the 
average production of crops is much higher. But the British farmer has to fight universal cnmneti 
tton whereas the German is well protected German farmers have recjni^ 

individually they are powerless, but combined they can bring power to bear on any particular bib 
tariff, or burning or vital question of the day. pauicuiar dui,

Ube JEbitor’s Biarp.

a äx säjä ä sät* 'r ■, "r ■***
Wed., June ys

g”" J- steady.

8s oid, qniet
“°”" °“ — - - .mancia.

Tues., June r3.-The new chapel of St. Michael and' St. George,Catbedra], opened R
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Coming Events.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.
Wed., June 13th.—Cricket: West Indians v. London County at the Crystal Palace. (Last day).

>> —Annual Meeting of the Colonial Nursing Association at the Colonial Office, 3.30 p.m.
Thurs., June 14th.—Cricket: West Indians v. Essex, at Leyton. 3 days.

,, ,, —Meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee.
Mon., Junei8th.—Cricket: West Indians v. Lord Brackley’s team, at Lords.
Tues., June 19th.—Paper on Oil Fields of Trinidad, by Mr. G. H. Cunningham Craig, at the Royal Colonial Institute,

4.30 p.m.
Thurs., June 21st.—Cricket: West Indians v. Minor Counties, at Ealing. 3 days.
Mon., June25th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Surrey, at the Oval. 3 days.
Wed., June 27th.—Mr. Arthur a’Beckett lectures on “Jamaica commercially, socially and politically,’’ at the Royal 

Societies Club.
,, ,, —West Indian Club Dinner.

Fri., June29th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Wiltshire, at Swindon. 2 days.
Mon., July 2nd.— ,, ,, ,, v. Hampshire, at Southampton. 3 days.
Mon., July 9th.— ,, ,, ,, v. South Wales, at Cardiff. 3 days.
Thurs.,July 12th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Kent, at Catford. 3 days.
Mon., Julyi6th.— ,, ,, ,, v. M.C.C. and Ground, at Lords. 3 days.
Thurs.,July 19th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Derbyshire, at Derby. 3 days.
Mon., July23rd.— ,, ,, ,, v. All Scotland, at Edinburgh. 3 days.
Thurs.,July 26th.— ,, ,, ,, v. An England XI., at Blackpool. 3 days.
Mon., July3oth.— ,, ,, ,, v. Northumberland and Durham, at Sunderland. 3.days.
Thurs.,Aug.2nd.— ,, ,, ,, v. Yorkshire, at Harrogate. 3 days.
Mon., Aug. 6th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Leicestershire, at Leicester. 3 days.
Fri. Aug. 10th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Norfolk, at Norwich. 2 days.
Mon. Aug. 13th.—. ,, ,, ,, v. Nottinghamshire, at Nottingham. 3 days.
Thurs. Aug. 16th.— ,, ,, ,, v. Northamptonshire, at Northampton. 3 days.

iRotes ot interest.
CABLE. TROUBLE. The Dominica-Guadeloupe cable of the West India and Panama Telegraph Co., 

was interrupted on the 9th inst., cutting off Dominica from cable communication.
Not PULEX The variety of mosquito called Culex solicitans will breed in ho other place than salt 

water. To get rid of this mosquito it is necessary to drain the salt water, swamp lands along the 
coast where the mosquito prevails.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended June 7th, 233 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6-5od. per lb. ; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, i3|d. per lb. ; fine, i4^d. per lb. ; and extra fine, i6d. per lb. Prices paid 
qd. to iqd.

CATTLE FOOD. Steps are being taken by the Syndicat des Fabricants de Sucre to obtain from the 
Government facilities for the preparation of cattle food from sugar denatured with the refuse of grain 
and beans, either in bond or in factories under the control of the excise, and a decree to this effect is 
expected to be published shortly.

A CLOSE SHAVE. The R.M.S.P. Co. “Trent” had a narrow escape from fire on Sunday morning 
last. One of the London and North Western Railway Company’s sheds, over 200 feet long by 
160 feet wide, filled with general cargo for export to the West Indies, was completely destroyed by 
fire, but the “ Trent,” though severely scorched, providentially escaped serious damage.

A 12 ROLL MILL. A twelve-roll mill has been installed at the Narcisa factory of the North American 
Sugar Company. Originally this factory had two six-roll mills with Kragewski cutter, and this year 
the installation has been arranged so as to work as a twelve-roll mill with maceration before the 
fourth set, the juice from the fourth crushing going to the third and the juice from the third to the 
second mill. A mean extraction of 80.39% has been obtained, with 3.15 % dilution, as compared with 
74.41 % for the previous year.

BRAVE BOYS. The sailing ship, Port Jackson, with 100 boys from the “Warspite” onboard, 
collided with a Hamburg steamer on May 31st last. Mr. A. J. West, the well-known animatographer, who 
has recently made a trip to the West Indies, with a view of including these among his admirable 
exhibitions, was on board. The collision was of a most serious nature, and the discipline and general 
behaviour of the boys under the trying circumstances may well be compared to that of the troops on 
board the ill-fated “ Birkenhead,” though, happily, it was unattended by loss of life. Mr. West was 
fortunate enough to obtain a number of “ snap shots” of the scenes and incidents immediately after 
the collision.
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A DARK DEED. With the arrival of the West Indian cricketers comes the usual crop of anecdotes, 
based on the sayings and doings of the swarthy portion of the team. The pardonable astonishment 
of a first visitor to these shores at the number of white people about, the fixed determination of another 
not to budge from the emergency exit of a music hall, owing to an overwhelming dread of 
premature cremation, sink into insignificance compared with the diabolic deed of stopping an 
express train as the result of a sudden and uncontrollable impulse to send an urgent telegram. The 
unhappy malefactor is now, in consequence of this act, in constant fear of arrest and punishment. 
We sincerely trust that the energy which he displayed in dealing with a critical situation will be shown 
also in the cricket field.

RUBBER + COCOA. It has been found in Venezuela that rubber can be used as a shade tree for cocoa, 
without in any way diminishing the yield of the latter. At General Fonseca’s estate at Ocumare 
no diminution in the number of pods shaded by Castilloa elastica has been noticed, nor any lowering in 
the quality of the bean. On this estate there are upwards of 80,000 castilloas of all ages. The rubber 
trees are planted out from nurseries, and at the age of four or five years these outgrow the cocoa 
trees and commence to give shade to them. As further growth takes place, the other shade trees are 
killed out by “ ring barking ” them. It would appear from the above that the value of the nitrogen 
forming bois immortelle, the shade tree usually associated with cocoa in the West Indies, does not 
depend so much upon its manurial value as has been generally supposed.

RUBBER CURING. Considerable trouble is experienced in treating the latex or rubber juice from 
Castilloa in a tropical country. Boiling fails to secure complete coagulation, drying by steam is 
expensive, and all methods of evaporation yield a rubber of inferior quality. The India Rubber World 
gives a satisfactory method by treatment with smoke and steam. It is found that if smoke be driven 
with the steam into the latex, as the boiling point is reached the rubber completely coagulates in a few 
minutes of boiling. The coagulated mass is then lifted out, sliced thin and hanged over poles to dry. 
Rubber so coagulated has been kept six months without sign of viscidity or shortness of grain. It is 
supposed that the acetic acid produced by the destructive distillation of the wood, supplies the 
necessary coagulative impetus. A wood that gives off a dense smoke is, therefore, essential.

TESTING COTTON SEED. It is well known that in some cases a considerable proportion of cotton seed fails to 
germinate after sowing. This failure, says the Agricultural Journal of India, is generally due to the 
sucking of the seeds by some of the cotton pests. A simple method of separating sound from unsound 
cotton seed has been found in the course of experiments to determine the proportion of seed injured by 
the Red Cotton Bug. An effective process is to mix equal parts of fine sifted cow dung and earth 
with sufficient water to make a paste; this paste is slowly poured over the seeds whilst a man rubs 
the seeds in the paste. I he seeds are then gently separated and dried for two or three hours in a 
shady place. When dry they are thrown into water ; the sound ones sink, and the unsound ones 
float on the surface and are removed. Examination of the seeds shows that this process is a 
reliable one.

THE R.M.S.P. A number of distinguished guests were entertained by the Roval Mail Steam 
“AMAZON.” Packet Company on board their new twin screw mail steamer “ Amazon ” on 

Saturday, June 9th. Ihe party proceeded from Waterloo to Southampton in a special train which 
ran alongside, and were received at the gangway of the vessel by Mr. Owen Philipps M P Chairman 
of the Company, and Mrs. Philipps. A short cruise was then made to the Needles ’and back 
everyone expressing himself delighted with this latest addition to the R.M.S.P Company’s fleet Th^ 
“ Amazon ” will leave for South America on her maiden voyage on the 15th inst The “ Araeuava ” 
a steamer even larger than the “ Amazon,” was successfully launched at Belfast on Tune 6th the 
christening ceremony being gracefully performed by the Countess of Aberdeen in the Presence of a 
large number of visitors. K

The reg1 ster of applicants for appointment as overseers and other positions 
OUR READERS connected with West Indian estates can be seen by Members at the West India 

Committee Rooms. Full particulars regarding the applicants are now given, together with two 

” f X ■ % •-hr*

can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2/- post free. Members can have their r • , 5ases
the inclusive charge of 3/- by sending them to the West India Committee Rooms WeSalb°Td 
few patent spring back cases for filing The West India Committee Circular which We abo*laye a 
from the Secretary for 2/6 each or post free 3/- Bound copies of ‘‘ The Lkt of M T • °bta,nei' 
the West India Committee Circular, will be forwarded to any address post free is 6d each^8 tO match
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Some Domewârb flbails.
The Imperial Direct R.M.S. “ Port Royal ” arrived at Avonmouth on June 6th, having on 

board among her passengers Mr. E. R. Browne, Mr. H. A. Cooper, Mr. B. Edwards, Dr. Kenny and 
Mr. J. E. Sherlock. The Hon. Oscar Marescanx and Mr. C. H. Ward were booked to leave Jamaica 
on Thursday, June 7th. We extract the following items of news from letters received from Mr. J. L. 
Ashenheim and Mr. W. T. James, our Hon. Correspondents in Jamaica and Bermuda respectively :—

The Tobacco Trust and Jamaica Cigars.

In a letter dated May 23rd, Mr. J. L. Ashenheim informed us that the Montpelier Cigar 
Factory had been absorbed by the Jamaica Tobacco Co., a branch of the British American Tobacco 
Trust. The terms of the deal were not made known. It was stated that Mr. Sydney Delisser, was 
to remain local president of the new business, which would be known as the Jamaica Tobacco Co.

The question of the appointment of a Commercial Agent to represent Jamaica had practically 
been dropped by the Board of Agriculture.

Regular May rains were falling in earnest when the mail left, though no serious damage arising 
from them had been reported. It was stated that Savannah-la-Mar, had not had ten consecutive dry 
days since January, but there was every prospect of a large pimento crop, though the rains had played 
havoc with the sugar crop, which had been greatly delayed and would be seriously reduced.

It was currently reported that a movement was on foot to create a kind of trust or control for 
the pimento grown in Jamaica, with the idea of manipulating its shipment and selling the product to 
the best advantage in foreign markets. It was said that the organisation in the course of formation 
would be represented in New York and London by agents whose duty it would be to assist producers 
in the Island to regulate the selling price. All, of course, would depend on the co-operation of 
growers in Jamaica.

A New Hotel for Bermuda.
Bermuda is becoming more and more every year a pleasant and fashionable tourist resort, 

and the need of more and better hotel accommodation is being felt. Mr. W. T. James, our Hon. 
Correspondent in the Colony, writing on May 23rd, said that the Corporation of the City of Hamilton, 
who at present own the popular Hamilton Hotel, now leased to an American firm, had undertaken 
to build a new up-to-date hotel with about 225 rooms, to cost, exclusive of land, about fifty to sixty 
thousand pounds. An Act has passed the Legislature, whereby the Colony guarantees the Cor­
poration’s debentures to the extent of ^70,000. The Hotel will take two years to build. In the near 
future Bermuda hopes to attract English as well as American tourists.

The season has been a most disastrous one for farmers, following directly on the previous 
season, when there was a good crop but no means of disposing of it, and thousands of boxes of onions 
were “dumped.” It therefore pressed particularly hard this year with a crop at least one-third below 
the average, and the price so low in the New York market, that onions shipped in May would not 
realize 1/- per crate. Under these conditions many small farmers must discontinue planting, and as 
merchants were not likely to make further advances, it was probable that the acreage in onions next 
year would be greatly diminished.

The reduction of the Army and Navy was another serious matter for Bermuda, and its effects 
were showing themselves everywhere. Trade had fallen off, imports were reduced, and the Public 
Revenue suffered. Duties on imports would probably have to be increased at an early date, or other 
taxation imposed in order to meet the expenses of the Government. At present there was a credit 
balance, but this would soon disappear under present conditions. To meet the agricultural depression 
and to substitute some other industry for that of onion growing, the Board of Agriculture was 
experimenting in the cultivation of tobacco. Sumatra leaf was being grown in considerable quantities 
under the able management of Mr. J. H. Harris, Superintendent of the Public Gardens. Mr. Harris 
was sanguine of success, and it is to be hoped that in the near future the growth of this article may 
prove a valuable industry.

®ur Wrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

ot scenery or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknow­
ledged from time to time in this column.

The British Guiana Directory, 1906. Daily Chronicle Office, Georgetown, Demerara. It is a pity that the other 
West Indian Colonies are not so well provided for in the matter of works of reference as British Guiana, Jamaica and 
Grenada are. Every time we dip into the Directory under review we are struck with admiration at the masterly manner



294 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. June 13, 1906

in which it is compiled and at its general appearance, which leaves nothing to be desired. The present issue contains several 
new features, and the index has been still further improved by additional entries which greatly facilitate reference.

Ube West Indian Civil Service.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of 

Civil Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.

Mr. Edward R. Jones has been appointed Treasurer of the Presidency of St. Kitts-Nevis.

Mr. R. A. Carter, M.D., C.M., Government Medical Officer, has returned to British Guiana and resumed his duties.

Dr. C. F. Knox has taken over the duties of Surgeon-General of Trinidad, on the departure on leave of Dr. 
J. A. De Wolf.

Mr. A. P. P. Mackey, Financial Representative, British Guiana, has been granted five months leave of absence 
from May 19th last.

Hon. Edward Drayton, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary and Registrar-General, Grenada, has returned to the Colony 
and resumed his duties.

The Ven. Archdeacon T. H. Bindley, D.D., has resigned his appointment as a Trustee of the Public Library, 
Barbados, from May 10th.

During the absence on leave of His Honour Mr. Justice Routledge, Mr. M. J. Berkeley is acting as Puisne Judge 
of the Supreme Court, Trinidad.

Mr. John G. W. Hazell and Mr. John G. Porter have been appointed to be Unofficial Members of the 
Legislative Council of St. Vincent.

During the absence on leave of Mr. O’Connor de Cordova, Mr. G. D. Robertson has been appointed to act as 
Registrar of the Supreme Court, Jamaica.

Mr. L. A. Wharton, K.C., has been appointed to act as Solicitor-General of Trinidad and Tobago during the 
absence on leave of the Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C.

Mr. E. R. Anson, Stipendiary Magistrate, British Guiana, has been granted leave of absence for three months from 
May 16th, during which time Mr. E. A. Bugle will act in his place.

Hon. Archibald G. Bell, M. Inst. C.E., Colonial Civil Engineer, has been re-appointed a Commissioner, British 
Guiana, under the provisions of the Mahaica Canal Ordinance, 1888.

Hon. C. M. Browne, C.M.G., Unofficial Member of the Executive and Legislative Councils of Grenada, has been 
granted six months leave of absence, during which time Mr. Alfred Hayward will act in his place.

The Hon. C. B. Hamilton, C.M.G., Receiver-General of British Guiana, leaves the Colony for England on the 
21st inst. on nine months’ leave of absence, during which Mr. P. Hemery, the Assistant Receiver-General, will discharge 
the duties of Chief of the Department.

Sir Walter L. Lewis, Chief Justice of British Honduras, having left the Colony on three months’ leave of absence, 
the Hon. F. M. Maxwell, K.C., the Attorney-General, becomes Acting Chief Justice, and Mr. Colin Rees Davies, thè 
Registrar-General, takes over the duties of Acting Attorney-General.

Weather Ueleorants.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), June 7th. “ Fine rains generally throughout the 

Island.” (Messrs. Thomas Daniel & Co., Ltd.), June 7th. “The rain is now pouring down in good 
earnest.” (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), June 12th. “Weather all that can be desired.” British 
Guiana (Messrs. Henry K. Davson & Co.), June 7th. “ Weather continues favourable in Berbice ” 
(Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), June 9th. “Weather favourable for cultivation.” (The New 
Colonial Co., Ltd.), June nth. “Fine and favourable for growing crops.” Trinidad (Messrs C 
Tennant, Sons & Co.), June 9th. “ Wet season fairly set in.” Jamaica (The Direct West India 
Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended May 30th. Port Antonio: “fine.” Kingston: “fine”

ubc flbails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—OUTWARD BOOKINGS per R.M S. “Trent” iOani A p nsvi 1

Rev. Canon and Mrs. Elliott, Mr. A. Henkes, Mr. P. E. Saunders, Mr. L F Guevara Mr N Tn I a?™ 
Hammond, Mr. A. Fietjen, Mr. J. T. Lewis, Mrs. Comacho, Miss Duran, Mr. A Pessive 'Mrs' I von RkP' 
Carassa, Mr. and Mrs. I. Pulido, Mr. C. H. Townend, Mr. H. Lilien, Mr. C. Moir, Mr. H H EvansC M 

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—HOME ARRIVALS per R MS “ Pam- RavoiT,« \ \ squiro.
June 6th ¡—Jamaica—Capt. Anderson, Mr and Mrs. E. R. Browne Mr H A Conner Mr r (Capt. Owen Jones), 
Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Griffiths, Miss V. Garsia, Mrs. B. Irving, Dr Kennv ' Mr? l’ T m Edwards-Miss E. Findlay. 
Miss Ronaldson, Mr. J. E. Sherlock, Mr. C. Satow, Mrs. and Miss Sturridge’ Miss N Sew^AA S Powe11'
D. Thwaites, Mr. and Mrs. Totesaw, Mr. D. Watson, Mr. T. Wishart Mr F Hao Mr t r Mr. A Thwaites. Miss 

r. naq, ivir. J. Beveridge, Miss Blake.
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flbail ^rranoements.
Outward Mails.

Date.

June 14
Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet.

The W. Indies (Northern Islands
Closing for 

Letters in Ldn,

and Demerara excepted) ... Southampton.. . R.M.S.P.Co. “ Trent ” June 13, mdn’t.

,, 15, 6 p.m.
.. 15 Antigua, Montserrat, St. Kitts, and 

Jamaica ......................... Dartmouth Direct Line “ Statia ”
.. 15 Demerara, Trinidad and Barbados 

and all British Islands ... Glasgow Direct Line ‘ Crown of Navarre ’ ’ ,, 14, 6 p.m.
,, 16 Barbados and Trinidad ... Liverpool Leyland Line “ Albanian ” .. 15. 6 p.m.
>> 16 Jamaica ... ... ... Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. “ Port Royal ” ,, 15, 6 p.m.
,, 22 Demerara ............................. Liverpool The Liverpool Line “ Frednes ” ,, 21, 6 p.m.
,, 22 Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. 

Lucia and Dominica), Grenada, 
Trinidad and Demerara ... Dartmouth Direct Line “Dee ’’ ,, 22, noon.

28 The W. Indies (Northern Islands 
excepted) ... ... ... Southampton .. R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Orinoco ” ,, 27-, mdn’t.

Date.

Homeward 
Where From.

Mails.
Port of Arrival. Company. Packet.

June 18 The West Indies Southampton R.M.S.P. Co. “ Orinoco ’’
18 Jamaica ... ... ... Avonmouth... I.D.W.I.M.S. “ Port Kingston ” 

“ Tagus ’’July 2 The West Indies Southampton R.M.S.P. Co.

Sports of produce from Jamaica.
Sugar Cocoa Rum Coffee Coconuts Pimento Bananas Oranges °tons. cwts. galls. cwts. cwts. bunches

April i to May 12, ’06 3.168 8,042 263,201 6,302 884,045 11>794 1,950,251 4,158,976
..................... 13. ’05 3.152 4,808 325.412 2,438 700,160 6,904 2,057,015 930,700

Some West Jnbian Securities.
We shall be glad to include other “ West Indian Securities,” officially quoted, in the following 

list at the request of any of our readers in the West Indies.

The Bank Rate remains at 4 per cent, (changed on May 3rd, 1906), and Consols (2| per cent.)

Present 
Amount.

Stock or 
Shares. Paid. Dividend. Price.

100,0001. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4% 102-104
375,oool. » Barbados- - 3^ „ „ 1925-42... 100 3i% 99-101
194,500h British Guiana 4 „ „ 1935... 100 4% 108 110
123,6701. u Grenada - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 101-103
1,098,907! u Jamaica - - 4 „ 1934................ 100 4% 109-111
85.479h 0 St. Lucia - - 4 „ „ 1919-44... 100 4% 103 105

422,593!. 0 Trinidad - - 4 „ 1917-42................. 100 4% 102-104
6oo,oool. 0 Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44... 100 3% 88 90
100,000 20 Colonial Bank ... ¿6 7% 6-6^
15,000 IOO Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 90 5% on pref. 57-59xd.

203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 4Ì % 90 93
26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5
46,874 5 „ 0 „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref. 5 —— 2f-3i

347,5001. Stock. „ 0 „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 83-85
345,0001. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6% 101-104
165,000!. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock 100 — 19-22
115,000!. Stock. « 0 0 7 % Preference ................. 100 4 % 99-102
31.250 IO „ „ 0 4 % Extension Preference... 10 4s. 8-9
70,000!. Stock. „ „ „ 0 Perpetual Deb. Stock 100 4% 96-98
70,000!.

12,000

100

5

Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within 
Nos. 1 to 1200) red. ... ..........................................

Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd.................................
100

¿2 10 0
4i% 
6%

101 103

42,300h

10,000

100

5

Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.
(within 1 to 1200) red. ... ... .............................

Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd.......................................
100

5

4i%
5 %

101 103

88,321 10 W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ................ 10 — _7__ 9
16’16

34.563 10 „ „ „ 0 0 6% Cum. 1st Pref. 10 5s- 6 7

4,669 10 „ „ 0 » 000 2nd 0 10 — 5-6

8o,oool. 100 0 0 0 » « 5% Deb. ................ 100 5% 101 104

5000 i West Indian Produce Association, Ltd.................................. Y1 — — .

are quoted 88H-
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Oe ipro&uce ilDarkets' Summarv.
Su^ar—The Market gives one the impression that it is steadying itself on a pivot of somewhere about 8s., basis 88, 

and well it may do so, seeing that taken in a broad sense, sugar is at least /i per ton below the natural cost of Producù<^ 
accompanied as such cost must always be with reasonable profit and renewals of machinery.
the present, with the over-production and accumulation of stocks, cost of manufacture is outside the calculatio .
is the sugar and it has got to be got rid of. Sentiment, that all powerful force both in rises and falls, seems to be pointing 
to the Market having reached a final limit of decline. It is to be hoped sentiment is right. -There must, of course, come 
a time when either a stand is made or the turning point is reached. It seems not unreasonable to think that the stand may 
be now with us, but the advance that so many of us are hoping for may well be a question of time. I he determining 
feature undoubtedly is the weather from now till October, when the next season’s beet crop commences. Up to t e 
present all has gone well, and the prospects are for a good .round out-turn, less - probably than the 7,000,000 tons of this 
season, but not materially so. Dealing with a large figure like this, 10 per cent, one way or the other is all important. 
Anyone can prophesy what the crop will be, but no one, obviously, knows, and as it is on this point that the immediate 
future of the Market rests, it must be clear to all minds that an absolutely certain advance in prices must remain a question 

of grave doubt.
The closing quotations of 88% beet are:—June, 8s. o|d. ; August, 8s 2^d. : October/December, 8s. 5^d., and 

May, 1907, 8s. 8Jd., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :—

Europe ... • •• ••• ••• • ••
United States .,. ... ... . ...
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

1906 1905
2,720,000 1,930,000

350,000 250,000
290,000 370,000

1904 1903
2,480,000 2,450,000

229,000 . 320,000
220,000 380,000

1902
2,560,000 Tons 

120,000 ,,
450,000 ,,

Total .............................. 3,360,000 2,550,000 2,920,000 3,150,000 3,130,000
Quotations of 88% Beet, 13th June:— 8s. 0^d. Ils. lid. 9s. l|d. 8s. Ofd. 6s. 3d.
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—There has been a better demand for yellow crystallised of late, and considerable sales 

have been made on the basis of 14s. 6d. for average qualities. The general working range is from 14s. 3d. to 15s., with 
retail lots of choice up to, say, 16s. At the moment Refiners are offering 9s. 3d. on floating terms for 96 centrifugals.

Molasses Sugar is about steady, spot values ranging from 10s. for low dark, up to 14s. 6d. for fine grocery, duty 
paid. For 89 test in bond, 7s. 3d. remains the quotation on floating terms. Peruvians are selling at 7s. on these terms.

Muscovado.—Spot business is small at prices ranging from 13s. to 14s. 6d., duty paid. To Refiners, large sales 
of 89 test have again been made at 7s. gd. to 7s. g§d. on floating terms in bond, and this sugar attracts attention whenever 
it is offered.

West India Figures since 1st Jan.: 1906.
Imports... ... ... ... 34,000
Deliveries ... ... ... 19,000
Stocks ... ... ... ... 24,000

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised ... 14s. 6d.
Rum.—Stocks in London : 1906.

Jamaica ... ... ... 6000
Demerara ... ... 8100

Total of all kinds 20,200
Board of Trade Returns for 5 months :

Home Consumption
Stocks 31st May ... ... •

1905. 1904. 1903 1902.
• 26,000 27,000 14,000 36,000 Tons.

17,000 22,000 20,000 20,000
19,000 17,000 23,000 28,000
18s. 6d. 15s. 9d. 14s. 9d. 13s. 9d.

1905. 1904. 1903-
8000 -9200 9300 Puns.
5200 _ 10,700 7700

21,100 27,900 ... 27,800
1906. 1905. 1904. 1903.

1,744,000 1,663,000 1,768,000 1,657,000 Galls.
7,298,000 8,199,000 9,873,000 9.739.000 ,,

According to the Board of Trade Returns stocks are
or less stationary.

steadily diminishing, but Home Consumption remains more
Jamaica remains in good demand with a minimum quotation of 2s. id. for Standard Home Trade

Marks. Demerara has become quiet after the late business, and there is a good qu: 
required but which does not seem attractive to buyers. I “ 1 11 " ' '

Cocoa.—-Stocks in London : 
Trinidad ... 
Grenada ... 
Total of all kinds

Board of Trade Returns for 5 months : 
Imports 
Home Consumption ...
Stocks 31st May ...

on hand still, for which
Leewards and other proof kinds range from about 8d. to is.

1906. 1905 • 1904. 1903.
10,200 16,000 24,200 19,600 Bags.

7400 15.200 19,000 13.700 ..
63,700 74,800 92,800 84,900 ,,
1906. 1905. 1904. 1903.

10,950 9985 14.402 12,396 Tons.
9361 8503 9096 8746 ,,
3925 4786 6485 5873 ..

The position in London is getting a strong one, as will be seen by the Board of Trade Returns printed above and 
the recent advance in prices seems fully justified. During the fortnight business has been interrupted by the Whitsuntide 
holidays, but prices have a hardening tendency and present quotations of West India cocoa are : Trinidad fair collected 
57s- Estate Marks, 57s. to 63s. ; Grenada fair, 52s., fermented 55s. to 57s. From other Islands, fair Native is worth 51s
and fermented 54s. to 57s.

Coffee.—Unchanged. Good ordinary Jamaica, 38s. to 40s.

Nutmegs, Mace, and Ginger.—Owing to the Whitsuntide recess public sales have been suspended These 
articles are steady in tone at unchanged prices. Pimento.—Is a shade firmer at 2gd. to 2gd.

Arrowroot.—Steady, with moderate sales of good manufacturing St. Vincent up to 2d.

Lime Juice.—Quiet, at nd. to is. 3d. Concentrated, slow ; value /20 iss Hind 1as. 3d. to as. 4d„ Distilled Oil, firmer, at as. to as. id. . 1 5 d 1 ressed’ unchanged at
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FROM time to time we have had to draw the attention of our readers to the attitude of the 
Canadian refiners towards the West Indian planters in connection with the Canadian 

preferential sugar tariff. It will be remembered that when the tariff first came into operation, 
the refiners, taking advantage of the strong position occupied by them by reason of the sugar 
consumption of Canada being less than the West Indian production, gave practically none of the 
preference under the tariff to the sellers. Eater on, under the pressure of a firmer attitude of the 
latter and the opening up of a market for refining sugar on the Clyde, with consequent 
competition in the refiners’ own markets with Scotch refined sugar, a more equitable proportion 
of the benefit of the tariff was given, and we were in hopes that the Canadian refiners were pr e­
pared to march with the West Indian planter in carrying out the provision of the preference in 
the spirit in which it was granted by the Canadian Government. We were, we are afraid, 
premature in this. We have now received strong complaints from the Northern Islands that the 
refiners make a share in the preference conditional on the sugar being carried in Pickford and 
Black’s steamers. In the Canadian tariff no stipulation as to shipping occurs, and as the line in 
question is the only one trading between the West Indies and Canada this action on the part of 
the refiners looks very like an attempt at creating a monopoly, and affords another instance of 
the unsatisfactory nature of their attitude in connection with the preferential tariff. As we have 
said before, everything points to the desirability of the West Indian sugar growers establishing a 
refinery of their own in Canada and thus obtaining for themselves the benefit of the preference, 
at present either denied them, or grudgingly and in part given, or under conditions which nullify 
any advantage that might otherwise be reaped by the sellers. Such a refinery would work under 
the most advantageous conditions. It could be supplied with Demerara sugar in the winter 
months and Island sugar in the spring and summer, could have its own line of steamers and be 
practically owned by the West Indian planters, and its establishment would be a step towards the true 
reciprocity between Canada and the West Indies which it was the object of the Canadian Govern­
ment to further when the preferential tariff was granted. The West Indian growers do not insist 
upon the whole of the loaf and are quite prepared to share it with the refiners ; but when a scanty 
crust is offered them under stringent terms, they would be justified in taking the matter in their 
own hands in the way we have indicated. It would be a pity, however, if the Canadian refiners 
remained so blind to their own interests as to compel the planters to take such a step when 
amicable relations could so easily come about were the true principles of give and take acted 

upon.
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IRew fibembers of tbe West Snòia Connnittec.
At the fortnightly meeting of the Executive on Thursday, June 14th, Sir Neyile Lubbock. 

K.C.M.G., presiding, the following were elected members of the West India Committee.
Name.

Charles T. Bruce.
J. A. Cameron McCalman.
Alfred E. A. Harragin 

(Trinidad).
Hon. David G. Garraway 

(British Guiana).
His Excellency Sir Cavendish 

Boyle, K.C.M.G. (Mauritius).

Proposer.
Sir E. Noel Walker, K.C.M.G. 
SirE. Noel Walker, K.C.M.G.

H. B. Gardiner Austin.

Sir Henry K. Davson.

Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G.

Seconder.
Charles S. Parker.
Spencer H. Curtis.

R. Rutherford.

W. Gillespie.

Sir Henry K. Davson.
. Full particulars regarding membership, and application forms for candidates may be 

obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane. 
London, E.C.

Ube West Jnbian Cricket Uout.
By P. A. Goodman.

London County v. The West Indians.
already keen recorded in the West India Committee Circular that the West Indians 

opened their tour on Monday, June nth, against a fairly strong team captained by W. G. Grace. 
At the request, however, of a persistent editor I must proceed to give a few notes’ regarding the 

da5- S1i y,earS P^^^usly the last West Indian team which came over t? the 
S115llarly engaged, and now, as then, the West Indian skipper, following in 

wicket? ?St lhe tOSS’ and the caPtain elected to occupv Die
nn ; Ca™e but was dismissed for 23. We almost regret that we did

pleasure of seeing him make more runs, but we saw quite enough to be able to 
gather what a wonderful cricketer he is, and what he must have been in his younger davs We 
were greatly impressed by the fine, free, stand up style of Marshall, a voting Queenslander who 
is qualifying (or Surrey, and of whom big things may soon be recorded. & Queenslander, who 

E H day> play was the brilliant cricket of A. E. Lawton and
cricket^ SThese 1 b 7 h hlTricane £orce’ while the latter played correct and finished

earlier, "d h been out

but we opine ?hat Ze do not S alone In thYs YpeLY Vhe ma?ner-

prize which was awarded to him. ‘ ' e justly deserved the Daily Mirror

exceedingly well for about the rL)YteTTL Afolv’ were' ^dT^ Cu™berbatch doing 
for 53 As to batting, with the exceptfon of HarrSn ZY^aTfoiWU “n™8 "il
when being set 374 to win we could only succeed inLisino- ™,t f d f1;o second innings, 
hard for 50, driving W.G. no fewer than six times out of the 5™,Y T'L ,Harragin hit very 
there was abject failure both with bat and ball We were L h\ J” hlS’ °ur first “atch, 
attendance of spectators, but realised that until we had shown dlsaPPOInted at the poor
tn the direction of first class cricket, we cannot expect mtST^'o M^Lr

„ „ , „ Essex v- The West Indians.
On the following Thursday, the 14th we plaved . r

toss lost and the field had to be taken in chHly weathlrX T1 —L"’ and once again was the 
backbone m it and Smith and Layne bowled quite Zdl at thlh me °Ur bo"T"’g bad some 
getting the ball to leave the ground quickly and doi^ Li of tbe match. Smith

Three Essex wickets were down for tv and g ° really good work.
sent back for a well played 26, just when ¿Looked them Was Perrin- McGahev was 
innings. Reese, a left-hander, came next and nl ° i d the foundation of a vervVr
a chance in the slips at 48. After he left th« PlaTed a good innings of 70 with the eve . V argc

Ollivierre aid Letrmond the firs Yair Sd SOO,LCame to a" ¿d wkh he tom aVT^

he . 1..
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H. B. G. Austin, our captain, however, played the soundest and most stylish game of his 
side, and lost his wicket purely through exhaustion Harragin’s 51 was characterised by some 
splendid hitting, and after he left the innings soon came to an end.

In the second innings of Essex Perrin and McGahey came together and treated us to 
some superb cricket before being parted, the former making 106 without the semblance of a 
chance. Although at the close of play on Friday Essex had made 212 with eight wickets in hand, 
yet nine wickets were down for a total of 297. Then Buckenham and Mead got together and 
took the score to 395 before the former was clean bowled by Smith for a well played 47.

The rains of Friday night somewhat impaired the wicket, which never recovered 
throughout Saturday’s play, and was distinctly against us.

Our second innings was on the whole tame with the exception of Sidney Smith, who 
played magnificently for 46 not out, and we could only put together 136 runs. Thus we lost 
after a keen match by m runs. Although we were beaten, yet we played sufficiently well to 
retrieve our miserable display at the Crystal Palace, and can only hope that our next match will 
be characterised by even a more marked improvement.

First Innings.
Mr. J. W. H. T. Douglas, b Smith 
Carpenter, b Smith
Mr. P. Perrin, c Constantine, b 

Layne
Mr. C. McGahey, b Goodman .. 
Mr. D. Reese, b Ollivierre 
Reeves, b Smith

ESSEX.

26
70
20

Second Innings, 
b Ollivierre ..
b Smith

*9

E. J. Freeman, b Layne ..
Mr. C. J. Kortright. b Parker ..
Buckenham, not out
Naylor, c Learmond, b Parker ..

41
7

Mead, c Learmond, b Ollivierre 
Byes, 6 ; l.-b., 6; w., i; n.-b., i

7
14

c Constantine, b Smith
b Cumberbätch
c Layne, b Smith ..
c Constantine, b Cumber­

batch
c Bancroft, b Parker
c Smith, b Cumberbatch ..
b Smith
c Constantine, b Cumber­

batch
not out

Byes, 16 ; l.-b., 3 ; w., 4

06
82
20

25

45

51
25

Total ... .. 226 Total • 395

First Innings.
Mr. G. C. Learmond, run out
Mr. R. Ollivierre, l.-b.-w., b

Douglas
Layne, c Perrin, b Reeves 
Mr. L. Constantine, b Reeves .. 
Mr. H.B. G. Austin, b Bucken­

ham ..
Mr. A. E. Harragin, c Kortright, 

b Douglas..
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, c Naylor, b 

Buckenham
Mr. A. Goodman, b Buckenham
Mr. S. Smith, not out
Cumberbatch, b Buckenbam
Mr. J. E. Parker, c Naylor, b

Buckenham
Byes, 40 ; l.-b., 4 ..

THE WEST INDIANS.

[5

43
106

*4

74

51

18

3
44

First Innings.

Smith 
Layne 
Cumberbatch 
Goodman 
Parker 
Ollivierre ..

20
17

5

M. R.
73
56

BOWLING
Second Innings.

Total ..
ANALYSIS.

•• 379

As we

Second Innings, 
b Mead

c Freeman, b Mead
b Buckenham
c Kortright, b Buckenham

b Douglas ..

b Bucken ham

b Douglas
c Carpenter, b Reeves 
not out
b Douglas ..

b Buckenham
Bye, i ; l.-b., 4

Total

15
5

16

16

46

36
28

5

Smith
Layne 
Cumberbatch
Goodman
Parker
Ollivierre ..
Constantine

33
25
13

4
22
6

M.
5

R. 
108 
8| 
39 
27 
63 
37

First Innings.

Buckenham 
Mead 
Kortright 
Douglas 
McGahey 
Reeves

24.1
23

M.
5

Second Innings.

go to press the match between the
Eleven is proceeding at Lord’s. full account

18
9

14

78
72
31

23
90

Buckenham 
Mead 
Douglas .. 
Reeves

8.2
M. 
5 
5

18

West Indians and Lord Brackley’s West Indian 
of it will be given in our next issue.

5
3

9

9

6

3
5

2 2

6

5

2
9
5

:6 2

o
o

ftbe Sustaining ¡power ot Cane Sugar.
We have often had occasion to refer to the remarkable sustaining powers of cane sugar, 

and it will be remembered that Sir Martin Conway, in his book “The Ascent of Aconagua,” 
stated that he found Demerara sugar “the finest lieat-producing, muscle-nourishing food in the 
world.” For men taking violent exercises, such as soldiers on active service or athletes in 
training, a plentiful supply of sugar was, he said, far better than large meat rations. A quarter 
of a pound per day per man was his allowance on the mountain side, and he was inclined to 
think that this might be increased to nearly half a pound with advantage, cane sugar, of course, 
being selected for this purpose This testimony as to the alimentary value of sugar finds 
striking confirmation in the account of the first crossing of Mount Cook, contributed by 
Mr. Malcolm Ross to the May number of the Alpine Journal. On this expedition, which proved 
a wonderful feat of endurance, brown sugar formed an important part of the rations. 
Indeed, Mr. Ross says that upon it he “ existed almost entirely on all our climbs.”

©ne Ibunbreb Kears ago.
The abolition of the Slave Trade.

In 1776 began the agitation for the abolition of the slave trade, in which Clarkson and 
Wilberforce played a prominent part. The question was constantly before Parliament from time to 
time until the slave trade was finally abolished in 1807. In 1803 the revolution in the French 
Island of San Domingo, with all its attendant horrors, had occurred, and early in 1804 the Abolition 
Bill passed the House of Commons. The West India Merchants viewed the situation with great 

alarm. “ Increased by the consideration that the Moment when a recent Revolution (originating 
in improvident and inconsistent Counsels of the Mother Country and attended with circum-
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stances that must agitate the Minds of the Negroes of the neighbouring islands has 
desolated and ruined the once flourishing Colony of St. Domingo, is peculiarly ill adapted 
for the enacting of a Law, which the Negroes may well construe to be a prelude to 
emancipation and to imply a doubt of the validity of that Tenure under which their 
subordination is at present exacted and maintained.”

It was therefore decided to petition the House of Lords for permission to be heard at the Bar 
of the House against the Bill, and the Duke of Clarence, after-wards William IV., undertook the 
presentation of the Petition, to whom the thanks of the Committee were given as recorded in the 
minutes of fuly ^th, 1804.

“ Resolved :
That the Thanks of this Committee be given to His Royal Highness the Duke of 

Clarence, for the trouble he has taken in presenting the Petition of the West India Merchants 
and Mortgagees, against a Bill brought into the House of Lords for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, and for the able, steady and zealous support which His Royal Highness has 
upon that, and many other occasions, afforded to the West India Interest, more especially 
upon a Question which implicates, in a direct manner, not only the most important Interests, 
but the very existence of the Colonies.”

At a meeting of the Committee on the nth September, 1804, Mr. Beeston Long stated that the 
Bill for the abolition of the slave trade had been thrown out by the Lords, and that he had received the 
following reply from His Royal Highness :—

o T . , . . _ Bushy House, Friday night.
Sir,—I have this evening been favoured with your Letter of yesterday enclosing the 

Resolution of the Committee of West India Merchants. I am to request you will assure 
these Gentlemen of the high sense I feel for their approbation of my Parliamentary Conduct 
on a late occasion, and that I shall at all times be both ready and happy to use my endeavours 
to support the Interests of the West India Colonies, and particularly to oppose the Abolition 
of tnat Trade in which the Colonies have hitherto been induced by repeated* Acts of 
Parliament to look for their support. 1

I cannot conclude this Letter without returning you my sincere thanks for the polite 
made kuowu to thi£ very flattering mark of approbation of 

believe me, Sir,the West India Merchants, Ever

The Bill subsequently passed both Houses in 1807. Yours unalterably, 
William.”

Ube ©rber ot St nbtcbael and st. George.
n yu ^ASi went to press, an impressive ceremony was beino- observed at ^t p», v
Cathedral, where the King, as Sovereign of the Order and r> • , at Paul s

a ot that position being Bishop Mont-omltV^ had
and it is due to the initiative of the Archdeacon of London thft th4 null X a chaPel-
good. What used to be known as the Wellington Chapel has ¿aS been made
thanks to many handsome gifts which have been received the L u v f?r the PurP°se, and 
satisfactory. The Order of St. Michael and St. George wls found ed 1 been iu everV "av 
°f oe ,Britlsh protectorate of the Ionian Islands, but after the re™d" t-818 “J “«memoration 
the Order was placed on a new basis, and was extended to providen T thls Protectorate 
subjects of the Crown of the United Kingdom as °f “ the natural born
confidential offices within Her Majesty’s Colonial possessions and°r 5raU hold hi°h and 
to the Crown in relation to foreign affairs in the Empire.” ” ’ d “ reward for services rendered

Roumanian Bounty. GOHSUlat IRepOtt.

An arrangement has been made by the Government wi+h n
in Roumama, under which the bounty on manufactured sugarsreduced5re«neries “w working 
(i fr. of roo c - gid.). This will effect a saving to the Governmentf ? om l6 C' to 11 c- the kifo 
period of eight years at the completion of which the bounces comeT £4d’°°° per annum for the 
exportation instead of being n c. the kilo, will be reduced to nTf In T the tax on
metric tons) exported in each year. In return for the C f the first 5,ooo.ooo kilos (reo 
engages for the next eight yearn not to accord a” bouX^ made «fineries “e ^“te 
any new factory, and it also engages, for a period7 fo'ZTTOTaX other advantages to
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ZTbe Ibomewarb /Ibail.
The R.M.S.P. “ Orinoco ” arrived at Southampton at two p.m., on June 18th. She was met 

at Barbados by the “Eden,” which performed her last voyage from Demerara under present 
arrangement, and will proceed to St. Thomas, where she will be laid up. The small coasting 
steamer “ Yare” brought the letters from Dominica to Barbados.

Among the passengers by the “ Orinoco” were Sir Daniel Morris, who has returned home 
for a well deserved holiday, Mr. R. G. Duncan, the Chairman of the Planters’ Association of 
British Guiana, who has made a complete recovery from his recent accident, the Hon. and Mrs. 
Mark Kerr, Hon. G. Goodwille, Hon. S. Henderson, Capt. J. B. Saunders, and Mr. James Inniss.

Labour Conditions in Antigua.
The emigration of labourers from Antigua to Panama was, wrote the Hon. A. St. G. 

Spooner on Mav 31st, having an unsettling effect on the labour market. There had been an 
unusual number of strikes and demands for higher wages, which were, unfortunately, impossible 
while sugar kept at so low a price. At the time of writing, the labourers were settling down 
again, especiallv as the news of those who went to Panama was not encouraging.

& The local Legislature, Federal Legislature, and the Agricultural and Commercial Society 
had all drawn the attention of the Government to the serious position of the Colony owing to 
the want of a regular Mail service; they had addressed an urgent appeal to the Secretary of 
State through the Governor on the subject. The Federal Council met on May 25th, but no 
measures of great importance were submitted, except perhaps one amending the title by 
Registration Act so as to make the bringing of laud under this Act optional and not compulsory.

° The weather continued showery. The young cane crop looked very well on the whole, 
and a continuance of the same weather would lead to a large area of early planted cotton, 
especially with sugar at such a low price.

A Story of Heroism from Barbados.
Writing on June 1st, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne said that the Joint Committee of the town 

branches of the Legislature appointed to consider the Mail question had not yet met. Meanwhile 
the Mails and parcels for the Northern Islands received by the “ Atrato,” which arrived in 
Barbados on Tuesday, May 29th, were lying at the Post Office waiting for the next Pickford & 
Black steamer, a state of affairs which naturally caused the greatest indignation among all those 
concerned. It was probable that the fitting of every vessel with cold storage would be made a 
condition of any grant for a Mail service made by Bardados, but the banana industry, which was 
so flourishing, had already been so thoroughly crushed that it would take many voyages with 
excellent fittings and strict punctuality before confidence in it could be revived. It was still 
felt that it would be best for the Company to buy the fruit on the wharves and then make their 
own shipping arrangements.

A few cases of fever had occurred at Speightstown which were attributed to returned 
labourers from Panama. ... , ,, ,

An accident, fatal to three men, occurred at Hampton Estate 111 St. Philip s, on Monday, 
May 28th, which was worthy of special record as it showed that the population were capable of 
deeds of heroism. A man (Craigg), was sent down by a rope to clean out a well about 90 ft. 
deep which was alwavs done about that time of year. On reaching the bottom, he sent up two 
buckets of stuff, but'no more appearing after some interval, fears began to be entertained. 
Another man, named Havnes, was then lowered down, but he also made no sign. A thud man 
then volunteered to go down, but after descending some way he.shouted to be drawn up, saying 
he had seen two men at the bottom apparently dead. He was hauled up, when another man, 
Toe Eastmond volunteered to -o down. He did so, but he also found the fumes too oppressive 
and cried to be hauled up. He must, however, have been already overcome, for before he 
reached the top, he had fallen to the bottom. On hearing the sad news, Mr. A. Cameron, 
the Attorney for Hampton, started by special train for the estate taking with him Mr. 
Ashby a skilled diver, with all his apparatus, hoping to counteract the foul air. After 
descendin- some twenty or thirty feet, Mr. Ashby requested to be hauled up Next
mornin— experiments were made by lowering fowls, and when by their condition it 
appeared that the noxious gases were being dissipated, a pig was sent down which returned in 
perfectly good health. A man named Robert Sargent then volunteered, and with complete 
Access The bodies of the three men were brought to the surface, and at an inquest later in the 
dav the verdict was death by misadventure through asphyxiation caused by noxious gas. The 
aayineveruicL v of the jlerolsm shown by these men, who knowingly
community si thePhope of rescuing a comrade, by subscribing largely to a fund.for the

b^fammes of t were killed. This little story might well compare with
the many deeds of bravery performed by Welshmen and others on behalf of entombed miners.

“(it time of -^^ugt co=ed, ¿ongh th^^ 

finished on mosLf Th^m estate^ and showed good returns. A few belated windmills would
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be going on for some time longer. On estates which were finished, work was at a standstill, as 
it was impossible to plant anything till rain fell. It was probable that the planters would find 
the spring of ratoons would not justify their being retained in many places, and great increase 
in the planting of cotton would be the result. Potatoes and green food were scarce and dear, 
and planters would be obliged to purchase vacuum pan molasses to sprinkle over the cane tops 
for food for stock. The heat was terribly severe, and the mortality among palm trees, evergreens 
and shrubs was increasing. Sugar was quoted $1.40. [It is gratifying to know that since this 
letter was written, heavy rains have been falling in Barbados.—Ed.J

The Short Grinding in British Guiana.
Empire Day was celebrated in Georgetown on May 24th. Demonstrations by children 

attending schools in the City being the chief feature in the day’s observance.
The preliminary trial of Major de Rinzy for manslaughter in connection with the riots of 

December was proceeding at the City Police Court, and up to the time of the departure of the 
Mail had occupied four days. An application for a summons against Col. Lushington on a 
similar charge had been heard, decision being reserved.

The weather during the fortnight had been fine with occasional light showers until the 1st, 
when there was a heavy fall in Demerara and Essequebo. Mr. Summerson stated in his letter of 
June 2nd that rains were badly wanted in Berbice. The estates were all at work for the short 
grinding, and the results were turning out much below estimates. Very little su^ar had been 
sold locally, and the quotation of $1.65 to §1.70 was only nominal.

A Hopeful Outlook for Dominica.
The fortnight in Dominica had been extremely dry except for one day’s rain Mr F -X 

Agar, writing on June 2nd, informed us that the Administrator arrived in the Colony fmni 
Antigua on that day. With the high price of lime juice and the improving tone of the cocoa 
markets, prospects for the Island were favourable.

mi n ire t> • A Quiet Time in Jamaica.
The R.M.S. Port Kingston ” arrived at Avonmouth on June 19th, and we have just received 

letters as we go to press. Since last letters received, matters had been quiet in Jamaica and 
agricultural prospects were unchanged. Mr. A. W. a’Beckett was given a luncheon on board 
the Port Kingston ” on Tuesday, June 5th. A list of passengers bv this steamer w1 be fotmd 
on page 304, and we shall deal further with Jamaica matters in our next issue. round

„ T o Ar ATT A Set-Back for Cotton in St. Vincent
Dn Jtme 4^-h> Mr. W. N. Sands wrote that an unfortunate set-baek InH ,in the matter of cotton seed for export, owing to the low germinating power o^most of 

marks, and aS a result, all export orders had had to bl cancelled P The rnm+er 
investigated by the Imperial Department of Agriculture, and so far as at present J v®1”5 
thought to be in some measure due to insufficient drying of the seed cotton Lf 1 11 YaS
other possible helping causes were being gone intT at anLate but
have to sow their seed much thicker tha,i in prevails years hi o?der T’"t Is’and ™uld 
cotton. Planters in other islands would, the writer felt sure be di^^ * ^ood^rowth of 
to obtain seed of their aod. cotton. The’ weather“ ion^^ to all

operations, and to the growing crops. u 1 laxouraoie to all planting
■D 4.1, • n J . Cocoa Prospects in Trinidad.
Beth socially and politically matters were extremely quiet in Trinidad Th« rx ™ 

Fenwick, writing on June 4th, informed us that the Local Government i ?On’ 1•
report dealing with Local Road Boards. It recommended the had lssued its
Warden and the Medical Officer of the district. PoXtode^ the Board^ of the
sanitation might be obtained on special application, with the annrovdnf^ ^ter suPP]y and 
an interval of two years, the Extension of Railways Committee = d , f L Governor. After

Of the six different lines suggested bv the mS k filmed its deliberations, 
necessary, for the present at any rate; the two still under ^"g"le®r’four had been judged 
Tabaquite to Rio Claro Rest House on ’the road to Mayaro and theT°n 7ere Hne f™'u 
through the Oropouche district to Siparia, with a possible branch in ri L'” San Fe™ando

During the first part of the fortnight they had hrnw , • t- d,Jectron of Moruga. 
sugar reaping, but a few fine days later enabled the factoriZU i lnter4ering much with the 
were not yet available, but the crop would certainly nr J'e & The figures
closed with 16,080 tons, which was considerably in advance of e*celleut one. The Usine 
rains had greatly benefited the cocoa cultivation S f prevlous records. The h-avv 
extent they had saved the June crop. It was fast’beino- h was too early yet to sav to wha’t 
fore on a very liberal scale, and lower prices were anticipatedewh ' and deliver>es were there- 
covered their requirements. The falling of delivJLtr P * d wheu Present short seller uh 
period last year was about 8oco bags. A°t that Lomen/th month as compared with riie^n ‘ 
but it was not possible to sell in°the conXTg ce^
C and P at 54/-’ Mixed Estate! at 5'/ and Tr*1'’ °f the T^nidad market’
C. and F. Havre; but business to a large extent at Z ’• 1 Ordlnary at 52 - Der fiftv 1
market was again characterised by an extremely^^

prices.
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The quality of the cocoa coming to hand was not of a very satisfactory nature, and those lots 
which were good had realised very high prices. Reports from the mainland were very 
discouraging, and greater firmness in the prices of. this quality for some time to come were 
looked for. Shipments of Cocoa :—
Totals at last report............................................... 63,988 Trinidad 18,323 Venezuelan
April 27th.—“Westphalia” .. .. .. .. 1,050 ,, 2 ,, Europe.

„ 30th.—“ Ocamo ” .................................... 100 10 „ Canada.
„ n —“Statia”............................................... 18 ., — Europe.
„ }j —“Maracas”  1,784 „ 104 ,, New York.
„ „ — “ La Plata ” .................................... 624 50 „ Europe.
„ „ “ Prins Willem IV.”......................... 652 ., — „ New York.

May 2nd.—“France”.. .. .. .. . • 1,395 „ 616 „ Europe.
,, 4th.—“ Crown of Navarre ” ...... 50 ,, — ,, »
,. 5th. — Prins Willem I.” .. .. .. 876 ,, 425 ,, „
,, 7th.—“ Cairnesk ”   93 „ — „ ”
„ 9th. ‘ Maraval ”  2,196 „ 267 „ New York.
,, 12th.—“Bolivia”.............................................. 604 „ 550 „ Europe.
„ 15th.—“ Prins Willem III. ”........................ 344 „ — „ New York.
,, 17th.—“PrinsMaurits ”................................... 1,450 „ — „ Europe.
,, 18th.—“Centro America” ...... 75 ,, — „ »>
„ 19th.—“ Grenada ”  2,216 „ 474 „ New York.
„ 22nd.—“ Trent ”.............................................. 2,029 „ — „ Europe.
,, 24th.—“Serrana” ........ 25 „ — „ »
,, 29th.—“Sardinia” .« .. .. .. 1,350 ,, 600 ,, >>
,, 31st.—“ Salybia ” .. .. .. .. 610 ,, — » „
„ „ —“ Atrate ”. 135 — „ New York.
„ ,, —“ Prins der Nederlanded ” .. .. 1,809 ,, — ,, Europe.

83,473 Trinidad. 21,421 Venezuela.

was reported interrupted on the
IRotes of ¿interest

Cable. The Guadaloupe-Dominica cable, which 
9th inst., was duly restored on the 12th.

Advt. p. ii. The attention of our readers is called to the list of persons seeking appoint­
ments in the West Indies, which forms a new feature on page ii. of our advertisement columns in 
alternate issues. A capable estate manager, accountants, overseers and an analyst and botanist are 
included in the list.

Cotton Loans. We are glad to be able to state that it has been decided on the recommen­
dation of the Commissioner of Agriculture to renew cotton loans in Antigua for another year in order 
to encourage small growers. Excellent progress has been made in the Island with cotton, and in 
Montserrat also prospects are distinctly good. In St. Vincent planters are very hopeful as to the 
future of cotton.

German The marmalade factory of Fr. Meyers Sohn at Tangerwade, Germany, has been
Marmalade. bought by Messrs. James Keiller and Company, the well known English jam

manufacturers. Should the Convention fall through and cartels be re-established, a contingency 
which, it is to be hoped, will not arise, it would be an interesting point to see how far the rise 111 
price would compensate in Messrs. Keiller’s venture, for the inevitable diminution in the con-
sumption.

An Offer 
to Students.

Sir Alfred Jones, who recently offered a free passage to Members of Parliament 
to Jamaica and back, has now made a tempting proposal to the under- 

o-raduates of our principal Universities. Briefly, he will take a limited number to Jamaica, put 
them up in an hotel and bring them home again for the inclusive charge of ¿10. 1 he much 
advertised “Week in lovely Lucerne for ^5” sinks into insignificance compared with the 
magnanimous offer of a “ Week in jocund Jamaica for ¿10.”

A Good Cause. Lady Lubbock gave an At Home at her residence, 65, Earl’s Court Square, on 
Friday Tune 15th, when a collection was made in aid of St. Clement s Church, Napanma, 'Trini­
dad which is at the present time much in need of funds. The meeting was addressed by Sir 
Ne vile Lubbock and the Vicar of St. Peter’s, Cranley Gardens and Jamaica folk-lore stories 
were told in her characteristically amusing style by Miss Smith. We shall be glad to receive 
and forward to Lady Lubbock any subscriptions towards the good cause for which she is

WC"a "wedding. On June 14th a wedding was solemnised at St. Margaret’s Church, West- 
a weuu g j Rnorp-oiiav assisted bv the Rev. Dr. Burge, head master of WinchesterCharles Sandbach barker and Harriette Dorothy, 

vouimest daughter of Edmund Gustavus Bloomfield Meade-Waldo of Stonewall Park, Eden- 
Kent We extend our most cordial congratulations to Mr. Parker who is a member of 

the Executive of the West India Committee, and who has for many years been so honourably 

connected with the Colony of Demerara.
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Ube K&itor's H)iarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Tues., June 12th—Beet steady, 8/0f.
Wed., June 13th—Lord Elgin presided over the Annual Meeting of the Colonial Nursing Association.—Prime Minister 

unveiled statue to Sir William Harcourt in the House of Comm'ns.—Beet steady, 8/2.
Thurs., June 14th—Mr. Alfred Lyttelton’s address to the Electors of St. George’s, Hanover Square, published in 77.. 

Times.—Beet steady, 8/2$.
Eri., June 15th—The Duke of Westminster presided over the Annual Meeting of the Imperial South Africa Association.

—Mr. Alfred Lyttelton was returned to Parliament unopposed for St. George's, Hanover Square __ 
Beet Steady, 8/3^.

Sab., June 16th—Beet easier, 8/3^.
Sun., June 17th—Hospital Sunday.
Mon., June 18th—Hon. T. C. Agar-Robartes, Liberal M.P. for Bodmin, unseated on petition.—Beet 8/24 quiet.
lues., June 19th—A Memorial Service for the late Mr. Seddon at St. Paul’s Cathedral. Beet, 8/1? steady
Wed., June 20th—Beet (Morning Call) ‘ f ? ’

IKUeatber Uelegrams.
Gavil?r)’ J™e 18th. “Rainshave continued since our last cable " British 

si““"'-“

Ube ilbails.

Duncan, Mr. and Mrs. F. Fowler, Mr R Driver Dr Rohlehr’ Mr tt Ai M r Scudam°fG. Hon. and Mrs. R. G. 
C W. Booth, Mr. H. Vythuis, m! W. 0. W b“ f
Mr. and Mrs. G. Walton, Mr. W. Clarke, Lt-Col and Mrs: KaS Qir L’ a ^ckHan’ Misst. .Man.

Boyle-

jo^unÄ^ ‘?°r‘ TAnt°™ ' <^P‘- Owen

Mosso Miss G. Pearman, Miss D. W. Stocks, Mr b Lt-Col “d Mrs. C. G. I>.
Advance Bookings—per R.M.S. “ Port'Kingston ” iCanfain To ,

Larnder, Mr. J. Powell, Miss Eakin, Miss Hadden, Mrs. C Phan* Bermuda°n t’ wU1T ^°bh 1 J?!"3*03 Mrs- F- H. 
Browne, Mr. A. J. Walker, Rev. and Mrs. J. Davidson. °' Bermuda J- W- Tideman, Hon. Lieut, and Mrs.

Home Arrivals.—Per R.M.S. “Port Kingston” iCanfni^ t c t> it
Alexander, Mr. and Mrs. A. ä Beckett, Mrs. Boettcher Mrs V C^^^W8 ’19fh : Jamaica—Mr. and Mr- 
Mr. W. H Cockram, Miss Doris DePass, Mrs. Crum-Ewing^MrsGForwoodM^ Bourke, Mrs. and Miss Caulfeild. 

Major and Mrs. Hamilton, Mr. A. Henderson, Mr. J. Hender'son Mr W T Hastings
Mrs. Hughes, Dr. A. E. and Mrs. Ireland, Mrs. R. H JackTon Dr’ and ? ?th’ K Heath> Captain HimlT ’ 
Jamieson Mrs. W H Kerr, Mr. V. D. and Mrs. Take Hon Dr 7ove John^one. Mrs. A t’
Hon. 0. Marescaux, Colonel E. D. Malcolm, C.B., Mrs. J. E. Martin M« % w ? J\W' Mitchen, Mr. J. Morrison 
Mrs. R. H. Otto, Mr. J. H. and Mrs. PhilliPS, Seii.%™»MacMahon, M.
Mr. 0. Sadler, Mr. a F. Speke, Miss D. Tucket^Cc^ ^s,

--------------------- __ ’ > • v>. n. Ward, Mrs. Watson.

__ __  __ ESPorts of J>robuce from the nmest

Sugar

Molasses ..

Rum
Cattle Food 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Coconuts .. 
Copra 
Cotton 
Cotton Seed 
Asphilt 
Oranges 
Bananas 
Pimento .. 
Spice 
Gold 
Diamonds ..

Jßavbabos.
Jan. ist to May 31st.

JEritisb Guiana.
Jan. 1st to May 31st.

1906. 1905.
28,978 23 027 tons

1>302 1,652 csks.

7,7°6 5,064 puns
3.c56 2.773 tons
3,3co 4.350 lbs.

50,538 237,255

36,2/6 36,^39 ozs.
788 2,*45 carats

Jamaica.
April ist to May 20th.

1906. 1905
4-321 3,675 tons

339.952 313,374 galls.

^'T17 5,223 cwts.
°>“3° 3,000 „

092^795 760,760

z^76 17,599 lbs.

4>47i,i76 1,067,900
2,329,476 2,318,860 bunches.

12^404 8,536 cwts.

^rinibab.
___ Jan- lst to June 2nd.

1906- 1905.
374>327 261,571 bags & brls.

J J342 2322 puns. 1
| 103 tres. -
V ~ 134 brls. J

346 puns
>6,816,4sj lbs.

5,129,029 4,616,940 ”
7 289 4695 bags

57,690 5»,193 tons

Grcnaba.
_Oct. ist to June 4th.

1906. 1905

47^57 55,893 bags.

. 973 646 bale«.
5 _ 4276 ^ß*.

■ i 3558 3539 bi Is.
o’ 359 475 J brls.
£ a85 454 cases.
■ k 117 153 bag*.

1906 1905.
27,200 14.549 tons.

43.262 29,316 puns.
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ERRATA ON PAGE 312.

Owing to a printer’s error the scores in the 

County C.C. are given incorrectly. They should be, 

match between the West Indians and Surrey 

Surrey, 306 and 47 for no wicket ; West Indians,

i21 and 231.

Hieut^GoI. 1bon. C. 5. War&,

June 26th, 1906

Telegrams : “ Carib, London.” Telephone : 6642 Central.

Scarcely a day passes without one or more 
callers visiting the West India Committee 

Rooms with a request for information about the 
West Indian Colonies, and our post bag gener­
ally contains similar enquiries. On every 
occasion the same routine has to be gone 
through. It has to be explained how greatly 
circumstances vary in different Colonies, both 
commercially and from the agricultural stand­
point, and that, while in some there is ample 
need for settlers, in Barbados every square inch 
of the soil is fully taken up. This information 
is given in “ The West Indies General Informa­
tion for Intending Settlers,” a small handbook 
issued by the Emigrant’s Information Office, 
which can be obtained at the West India Com­
mittee Rooms for the sum of 6d. To this we 
generally refer enquirers in the first instance, 
and when the preliminary information has been 
acquired, a second interview usually follows if 
the would-be settler or emigrant is in earnest. 
It is then that such further particulars as are 
vouchsafed in “ Tobago Hints to Settlers,”

which has just been published by the Imperial Department of Agriculture, comes in really useful. It 
is compiled by Mr. James Todd Rosseau, the Magistrate and Warden of the Island, and while we do not
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15 Seething Lane, London,

June 26th, 1906

Xieut^GoL Ibon. C. T Warb, (W.O.

Telegrams: *’Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

Scarcely a day passes without one or more 
callers visiting the West India Committee 

Rooms with a request for information about the 
West Indian Colonies, and our post bag gener­
ally contains similar enquiries. On every 
occasion the same routine has to be gone 
through. It has to be explained how greatly 
circumstances vary in different Colonies, both 
commercially and from the agricultural stand­
point, and that, while in some there is ample 
need for settlers, in Barbados every square inch 
of the soil is fully taken up. This information 
is given in 11 The West Indies General Informa­
tion for Intending Settlers,” a small handbook 
issued by the Emigrant’s Information Office, 
which can be obtained at the West India Com­
mittee Rooms for the sum of 6d. To this we 
generally refer enquirers in the first instance, 
and when the preliminary information has been 
acquired, a second interview usually follows if 
the would-be settler or emigrant is in earnest. 
It is then that such further particulars as are
vouchsafed in “ Tobago Hints to Settlers,”

which has just been published by the Imperial Department of Agriculture, comes in really useful. It 
is compiled by Mr. James Todd Rosseau, the Magistrate and Warden of the Island, and while we do not
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say that it is quite perfect in every respect, it gives, besides the usual particulars as to climate, means 
of communication, &c., detailed information as to the cost of bringing 100 acres of forest land into 
full-bearing in cacao, and the amount of capital required. Now, speaking as we do from actual 
experience, we have no hesitation in saying that this is exactly what is wanted. But then comes the 
question of price, and here, we think, there is room for improvement, or, we should say, a reduction. 
Such pamphlets should most certainly, in our opinion, be distributed entirely free of charge. \\ e 
have often threshed this matter out with the officials at the Emigration Office, but while they appear 
to be sympathetic, they have to account, we believe, for every copy disposed of. Hine illae lacrymae. 
It may be said that if a settler can pay his fare to the West Indies he can pay 6d. for a pamphlet. 
But this is not quite the point. It is a case of first catch your prospective settler. The Canadian 
Emigration offices realise this to the full extent, and distribute literature far and wide absolutely free of 
charge, with results which speak for themselves. Of course Canada appeals to a different class of 
settlers ; the West Indies being only suited for persons with a moderate amount of capital. But the 
principle is the same. Cannot something on similar lines be attempted for the West Indies ? We 
commend it to the serious consideration of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, whether they 
might not immediately undertake the publication of a series of pamphlets of information regarding 
each one of the Islands of the West Indies for distribution free of charge. In order to provide the 
necessary means it should be possible for the pamphlets to be bound and sold in one single volume, 
while each Colony might be got to vote a small sum of ^50 or ^100, or upwards, according to the 
state of the Exchequer and the general desire for publicity, for the free circulation of their integral 
guides. As a distributing medium the West India Committee gladly offer their services, and it is to 
be hoped that the West Indian Colonies will avail themselves of them to the full extent.

Honduras railway question continues to agitate the community of that Colony, and the feeling 
A against the substituted scheme of the Colonial Office is growing in force daily. When we 

last dealt with the matter in our columns, the amount which had been estimated for the short agri- 
cultural railway proposed on this side was ¿50,000, which, by the way, has since mounted to ¿86,000. 
When the last mail left the matter had again been brought up in the Legislative Council, which, while 
approving of the suggestion of the Secretary of State that ¿100,000 should be raised to be “ expended 
advantageously in the development of the Colony,” and expressing an opinion that a portion of the loan 
might be devoted to the Stann Creek railway, added the rider that “ In particular this Committee would 
welcome any well-considered and properly financed scheme for a railway from Belize to the western 
rontier of the Colony,” the latter clause being objected to by the Government, but voted for unani- 

mously by the unoffic.a members. A public meeting had also been held and a resolution passed the

Belize th i 1 T PraCtiCaUy n™-exi^ent, 50% of the population of the Colony residing in 
“xx -« r - * AtK

y y g culture is sound , but circumstances alter cases, and in this instant tk 
can be no question that the develnnmAni r 1 • • tnis lnstance there
be« W,« „ industry which dX”XXXXXXXXwi

— „ th.
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American coast: inside the Colony are the prosperous States of Guatemala, whose natural outlet is through 
British Honduras, and Southern Mexico, while in between are forests of valuable mahogany and other 
woods with every probability of enormous mineral wealth. The railway which the Colonists advocate, and 
on which the modest sum of ¿35,000 only would have to be expended by the Colony, would unite the 
port of Belize with these interior States, and open up an immediate source of wealth along its seventy 
mile route. On the one hand the Government propose an isolated line of twelve miles in length with the 
idea of establishing a banana industry where there is nobody to grow them and which nobody wants, at 
a cost to the Colony of ¿"86,000; on the other, the colonists want a link with a neighbouring state, a 
communication to a store of natural wealth, and a means of further strengthening the position of 
Belize as a capital and port, which can be had for an official expenditure of ¿35,000, and which is in 
accord with the wishes of the Colony. It matters not whether private or Crown lands are thus 
opened up, the interests of the Colony as a whole demand that its wealth should not lie idle, whether 
it be public or private, and we sincerely trust that in this matter the Home Government will 
recognise the position of things and accede to the wishes of the Colonists. Ihe Government Scheme 

can then be added as a subsidiary scheme.

s our readers are aware, an Anglo-Cuban Commercial Treaty has been in course of negotiation 
Jljl. for some time past, and has been on the point of ratification. It was felt that our 
mercantile relations with that important Island were being seriously prejudiced by the rapidly 
tightening grasp of the United States, and the formation of the treaty was looked upon as a step 
towards safeguarding British interests. One effect of the Anglo-Cuban Treaty, as originally drafted, 
would have been to prevent a further increase in the preferential treatment granted to the United 
States under the existing reciprocal arrangements between that country and Cuba, and thus to secure 
the position of British trade with that Island as it now stands. The committee of the Cuban Senate, 
however, have now recommended the ratification of the compact with certain amendments, being 
anxious to leave the way clear for new reciprocal arrangements with the United States. What these 
amendments really are is not at present known. It is enough that they are inimical to British interests. 
The West India Committee have endeavoured to obtain from the Foreign Office a copy of the treaty 
with the proposed amendments, but as these were under consideration by the Cuban Senate the 
desired information could not be furnished. Should these amendments be accepted by the Senate, it 
is more than likely that Cuba will have an opportunity to negotiate a new reciprocity treaty with the 
United States, which would be sure to be a serious blow to our shipping trade with Cuba. The 
matter is receiving the urgent attention of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, and a letter has 
been addressed to Sir Edward Grey, in which the seriousness of the position is stated, and in which 
the latter is asked to receive a deputation on the subject. One great branch of trade which would be 
attacked would be the rice industry, which at present, in British Indian rice, amounts to 60,000 tons 
per annum. “This trade has for the last few years been the object of continuous hostility on the 
part of the United States, and if the attempt of those States to import into Cuba Indian rice milled in 
the United States, at reduced duties, be unopposed, the direct British trade will be extinguished.” In 
another column in the present issue, quoting the Economist of Havana, we point out that the change of 
front of the Cuban Senate was evidently due to the expected action of the British Government in 
withdrawing from the Convention, and thus practically closing the British market to cane sugars, and 
we have in the projected amendments to the Anglo-Cuban treaty another instance of the far-reaching and 
prejudicial effect withdrawal from the Convention would have upon British trade generally. Abroad, there 
does not appear to be the slightest doubt as to the economic mistake of this proposed action of Great
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Britain, and this move of the Cuban Senate is valuable as giving a practical example of what may be 
expected should the British Government persist in their determination.

Xieut^GoL Ibon. G. 5. Warb, ŒG.

Lieut.-Colonel Hon. C. J. Ward, C.M.G., is one of the most prominent residents in Jamaica, 
with the agriculture and commerce of which Island he has for many years been closely identified. He 
is a nominated member of the Legislative Council, and has also a seat in the Privy Council of the 
Colony. With the late Mr. George Levy he founded the Royal Jamaica Society of Agriculture and 
Commerce and Merchants Exchange, of which he is President, 22 years ago, and he is also Senior 
Vice-President of the more recently formed Jamaica Agricultural Society. He owns large sugar 
estates, which are characterised by the up-to-date methods adopted on them, though it is perhaps in 
connection with that valued product, Jamaica rum, that his name is more closely associated. He is 
also owner of coffee plantations. As Custos of Kingston, he is in close touch with the people of the 
city, by whom he is greatly respected. His public spirited action in 1904, when he contributed the 
handsome sum of ¿100 towards the expenses of the Jamaica Court at the Colonial Exhibition, it 
appearing at that time that the Legislature would not vote the necessary funds, will be within the 
recollection of our readers.

Ube Ibeart of tbe Empire.
The view of the Government buildings in London, which forms the subject of our full-page 

1 lustration in the present issue, was taken from the bridge which spans the ornamental water in 
bt. J ames s Park. Hitherto we have confined ourselves to reproducing pictures of West Indian 
scenery, but we propose in future to intersperse them with views of buildings and scenery of Imperial 
“ t J" the benefit of those of our readers on the other side who do not have an opportunity of 
see ng them m actual reality. The block of buildings m our illustration comprises the Foreign Office 
m Th C°™eí’ the Colonial Office in the north-east, the Home Office in the south-east
and the India Office in the south-west. They were built in the Italian style from design by Sir Gilbert 
Scott m 1868 and were completed in 1873. They may well be called the heart of the Empire as it 
thatTheXXV&Tdltes Wh° g°Vem °Ur C°10nieS are made’ and “ is

Ube West Jubia Gommittee.
Ihe next election of Members to the West India Committee will f t

Candidates’ forms and full particulars regarding MeXrX cln be ohT t°'Torrow’ June 28th- 
Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, 1^“^ Lne Lo^ Algem°n E'

Ube future of JBeet
Professor von Lippman, of Halle, whom we hav* kori ■ l r

the views of prominent beet manufacturers as to the future fight hetS1°n bef°re aS illustrating
to the “ German Sugar Industry, stated that “ a contest is cane b^t, has, according
recognised as inevitable it is essential to prepare for it wEfT5 regrettable’ but when once it is 
importance are the increase in home consumption in the fiistTl h Matters of great future 
tax, and then the suppression of very low quotations on the whTT by h® loTnng of the consumption 
who sell below the general market price bein^ calculated to nresenT a Ugar the action of makers
of the customs’ tax. A cartel under the old form is not ad m P°m‘ °f view of the future
industry should be organised. The sugar industry depends on ever a“1 * ’S IndisPensable that the 
coal to that in the wood-wool used in packing cubes and in r 7 S'de °u cartels’ from the cartel in 
should straightway unite all its forces.” It is evident that German SUgar hnlustry
the positron in which the withdrawal from the Con^K  ̂inTomp^^ *
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6 runs only. Challenor and Layne came to the rescue of their side and added 73 for the third wicket. 
The former played very good cricket, although he seemed to be in difficulties more than once. The 
sixth wicket fell at 100 runs, and matters looked very gloomy when the two Trinidadians, Smith and 
Harragin, saved the situation for their side. Both batsmen played bright and attractive cricket, 
Harragin’s driving was powerful and frequent; and in his innings of 86 he hit one 5, nine 4’s, and 
ten 2’s, being smartly stumped by Brackley off the lob-bowler. Smith played sound cricket, his drives 
on the off, wide of extra-cover, being very pretty to watch. This partnership realised 149 in an hour 
and twenty minutes, the innings closing for 298. Lord Brackley’s team were thus left 244 to get to 
win and they began so disastrously that a speedy termination of the match seemed probable. Morrison 
bowled splendidly and had Brackley, Foley and Ebden all out for 9 runs, while Simpson-Hayward was 
badly missed off him at cover at 26. The fourth wicket fell at 38 and Cole was very nearly clean 
bowled by Ollivierre first ball. He subsequently survived a very confident appeal for stumped, and 
he and Somerset were not out at the close of play with the total at 81. They added 28 before 
Somerset was bowled by Layne. Cole, who attempted a second run had his wicket shied down by 
Harragin from the long field, but the runner collided with the umpire and thus obscured his line of 
vision. He was eventually bowled by Layne for a lucky 59. Captain Wynyard was playing very 
cautiously, and if he had been caught at mid-off at 42 there might have been a different story to 
tell. He was in the end 70 not out and won the match for his side with two wickets in hand. This 
match fluctuated in a most extraordinary manner.

WEST INDIANS.
First Innings,

Mr. G. C. Learmond, c Ebden, 
b Prichard................................. 4

Mr. R Ollivierre, c Hayward, b 
Thompson..................................... 41

Mr. G. Challenor, st Somerset, b
Hayward ......................................... 19

Layne, 1-b-w, b Hayward..............  4
Mr. L. Constantine, b Hayward... 16
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, c and b

Hayward ..................................... 11
Mr. Ä. E. Harragin, b Thompson o
Mr. S. G. Smith, c Burn, b Hay­

ward ................................. ... 3°
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, b Hayward... it
Mr. C. S. Morrison, not out ... 10
Burton, b Hayward................... o

Extras ................................... 12

Total ........................... 158

Second Innings.

b Bum .......................... 4

b Burn .......................... 1

b Hayward..............................47
c Brackley, b Thompson.. 31
b Hay ward.......................... 12

c Ebden, b Thompson ... 1
st Brackley, b Hayward... 86

b Thompson ...................76
c Hayward, b Thompson.. 5
c Ebden, b Hayward ... 11
not out ... .............. 9

Extras.......................... 15

Total ... ... 298

BOWLING

LORD BRACKLEY’S TEAM.

First Innings.
Lord Brackley, b Smith .............. 22
Capt. E. G. Wynyard, c Burton, b

Morrison ... ..........................76
Mr. C. P. Foley, c Bancroft, b

Burton .........................................20
Mr. C. H. M. Ebden, b Burton ... 17
Thompson, c Austin, b Morrison... 22
Mr. A. F. Somerset, c Harragin, 

b Burton................................. 27
Mr. G. H. Simpson-Hayward, b

Morrison.........................................15
Mr. T. G. O. Cole, c Burton, b

Morrison.........................................it
Mr. Hesketh-Prichard, c Bancroft, 

b Morrison ......  ... o
Mr. G. H. Drummond, c Ollivierre,

b Burton ..................................... 2
Mr. R. C. W. Burn, not out ... o

Extras ..................................... 1

Total ............................2I3'

Second Innings, 
c Smith, b Morrison 

not out ..............

b Morrison ...
c Austin, b Morrison 
b Smith ..............

b Layne

b Ollivierre ...

b Layne ..............

1-b-w, b Layne 

not out ..............

Extras ...

Total

First Innings, 
o. M.

Burn ... 7 2
Prichard 6 1
Thompson... 17 3
Hayward ... 16.5 1

Second Innings.
r. w. o; M. R. w.
27 o Burn......... 10 3 35 2
19 i Prichard ... 16 1 65 o
63 2 Thompson... 26 2 112 4
37 7 Hayward ... 18.5 2 71 4

ANALYSIS.
First Innings. Second Innings.

O. M. R. w. o. M. R.
Smith ... 17 2 64 i Smith ... 18.2 4 38
Burton ... 21 3 57 4 Burton ... 17 1 42
Morrison ... 17.3 1 58 5 Morrison ... 20 5 43
Layne ... 8 1 33 o Layne ... 23 4 76

Ollivierre... 6 o 21

3

70

3
3 

21

31

17

59

4

9

26

246

w. 
i

3
3

The Minor Counties v. The West Indians.

This match was played at Ealing in lovely weather against a side selected from the teams 
taking part in minor county cricket. It did not prove a particularly attractive fixture through lack of 
advertisement, I am told; and at no time during the 2^ days of cricket were there more than 400

Once more the West Indians were in luck and got first knock on a good hard wicket. Things, 
however did not go too well with them at first, three wickets being down to White’s bowling for 
42 runs off similar shots in the slips. Constantine then joined Smith, and the pair added 67 runs 
before the latter was caught off Warrilow, a very promising googly bowler. Constantine made some 
magnificent pulls in his innings of 40, which was brought to a close by his interposing his leg between 
ball and wicket Harragin came next, and although he gave two easy chances in the country off 
Warrilow, he treated the spectators to some powerful driving, securing 68 out of 94 m a fraction over 
the hour. The innings closed for 204. . . . .

The Minor Counties like their opponents began badly with half their side down for 79 runs. 
Smith, who was bowling superbly, was responsible for 4 of them, 2 in the slips and 2 behind the 
wickets, where Ollivierre proved a useful second string. Morrison also bowled well but with htt e 
luck At this stage Coleman joined Golding and the two added 40. 1 he former hit brilliantly while
the latter played sound and steady cricket. The only other man io get double figures was Worman, 
and the innings came to a close a,t 6 o’clock, 14 short of their opponents.

Before drawing of stumps on the first day the Colonials lost one wicket for 34 runs, Challenor
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a ibun^reb Keats
A Rum Surtax.

In the year 1823 the condition of the rum market had been a serious matter for West Indian, particularly 
Jamaica, planters. A merica, during the long interruption of intercourse with the West Indies, had acquired the 
habit of making her own spirit, while the extraordinary demand for rum during the war had ceased when peace 
was declared, and the price of rum was reduced much below the cost of its manufacture and shipping. In these 
circumstances, on March 23rd, 1824, the Chairman reported that a deputation had waited upon the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and stated the case to him, and that he had requested that a circumstantial statement should be 
sent him. It was represented that the duty levied on British spirit was 105. hd. per gallon, while that upon 
British plantation rum imported into the United Kingdom was 11s. y^d. per gallon, and as the duty upon British 
spirit was attached upon a strength of 7 % over proof that upon rum was at the proof strength, which had the 
effect of bringing up the difference of duty to is. nd. per gallon. There were also warehouse and Customs' 
restrictions which operated adversely to the rum importer. It was consequently submitted to the Government-

“ That Rum ought not, in any part of the Empire, to be burthened with a higher Duty 
than is imposed upon Home made.Spirits in each such part respectively ; since, as a product 
of British Industry and Capital, it has in comparison with those articles an equal, and as 
instrumental in the promotion of British Navigation, a superior claim to legislative Encourage­
ment; and since, if any preference were due to an article manufactured in one part of The 
Empire over a similar article manufactured in some distinct part of it (a principle difficult to 
establish) the charges to which Rum is necefsarily subjected by the distance at which it is 
made, consisting of Freight and other expences, all centering in Great Britain, are amply 
sufficient to secure such preference to Home-made Spirits.”

memorandumof points proposed to be conceded, was subsequently transmitted from the Government to 
the West India Committee through Mr. Charles Ellis, the principle being to take off from the permanent Excise 
duty on rum is. i|d. per gallon, thus reducing the preference from is. nd. to ^d. per gallon. We sincerely 
trust that the present Government will emulate the action of their predecessors of 1823 and see their way to 
reduce the present surtax on rum to a legitimate figure, and thus place the Colonial on a trade level with the 
rlOrrbC CtbSbllLCV•

Ube West Jnbian Gvicket Gour.
BY P. A. GOODMAN.

Lord Brackley’s West Indian Team v. The West Indians.

, A ? “ CX“"™1 idea that Lord Brackley’s Team, which visited the West Indies earlv in
1906 should try conclusions with the West Indian combination now touring England " Y 
Brackley s team played and won two matches against “ All West Indies” during hk 
was dissatisfaction, inasmuch, as it was alleged that by no means the best team 
occasion, got together to represent the Indies. am

For although 
tour, yet there 
was, on either

For the first time the spin of the coin was in favour of the touring team ™d lb t 1 r 
mmngs on a pitch somewhat soft and easy. All went well until the fall of thTT^ 1 tO°k fiJSt 
towards which total Ollivierre contributed a splendid 41 in fifty minutes Ha d^ at
off-drives and hits to leg, despatching every slightly under-pitched ball’on mad%some
square-leg boundary. At this stage of the game Simpson-Havward thA 1 k^ midd e stumP to the 
and so well did he bowl, that, although the second wicket hld^allen’fnr the ball,
half-an-hour after luncheon for the poor score of 158; his analysis bein  ̂V« i W?° ° S’de WaS °Ut
orfly stand that was made after he came on was the partnership^! Smith and R^ 37i The 
21 runs. P meisnip or bmith and Bancroft, which realised

Capt. Wynyard, who went in first with his captain nlavAd a a •
glides and on-drives being marvels of timing and placing. He made S£CtlV^ game’ his 
minutes. Both batsmen were dismissed at the same total viz 08 the fa™ °f * vr firSt- m forty 
responsib e for a dashing 76 put together in sixty-five minutes ’ andLo^ being

All the other batsmen rendered good service • and whin d Brackley for a careful 22. 
before time, Lord Brackley’s team were 42 on with 3 wickets in^a^d a few minutes
delightful cuts in his inning of 2o. On Tuesda; ¿alls sufficed J S°me
remaining batsmen for 13 runs. The West Indians were thus^ef tn fen nd °f the three

n, «... ust * Bu„ ? ^«¿3; O11.vim K
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Ube Governor of Urintbab.
Sir Henry M. Jackson, K.C.M.G., Governor of Trinidad, attended a meeting of the Executive 

of the West India Committee on Wednesday, June 20th, which was attended by several gentlemen 
closely interested in the Colony. Sir Nevile Lubbock pre­
sided, and among those present were :—Sir Henry K. Dav- 
son, Deputy-Chairman, Mr. G. R. Alston, Mr. Lionel G. 
Arbuthnot, Mr. E. H. Cunningham-Craig, Mr. George Cristall, 
Mr. H. H. Dobree, Mr. W. Gillespie, Mr. E. Wilson Jones, 
Mr. A. M. Low, Mr. A. N. Lubbock, Mr. H. F. Previté, 
Mr. Randolph Rust, Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, Mr. F. A. 
Skeete, Mr. W. A. Tennant, Mr. W. Mitchell-Thomson, 
M.P., Dr. J. Urich, Hon. Dr. James de Wolfe, and Mr. Algernon 
E. Aspinall, Secretary.

Sir Nevile Lubbock said that the West India Com­
mittee attached a great deal of importance to meeting the 
Governors from time to time when they were in this coun 

©ft to ZllSarhet.
We are indebted to the new monthly 

paper. Over Seas, for this picture, which is 
typical of a roadside scene in Tobago. In 
the background can be seen the familiar 
woman in white, bearing her burden on 
her head.

try, and he thanked Sir Henry for coming that afternoon. 
He was glad that on the present occasion there were no 
serious riots or any troubles of that sort complained of in 
Trinidad, but, of course, a very important question still 
remained. It was not very long since the troops were with­
drawn from the West Indies, and he hoped that everything 
possible had been done to ensure safety of life and property 
in Trinidad. Voluntary effort was not to be wholly depended 
upon, and most, if not all, felt that there should be some paid 
troops on whom they could rely. Then there was the ques­
tion of the telegraphic service. The general feeling was that 
they would never have a very satisfactory service with the 
present company, which was closely allied with the Cuba 
Submarine Company, with the result that they had to pay 
rather exorbitantly for messages over their cable. A line via 
Bermuda, and an all-British one, seemed to be the most 
advantageous, and they had always had some hope that this 
country would give more than merely verbal sympathy with 
a r'ablp nf that description. With regard to the mail service, .
it was understood that negotiations were now going on at the Colonial Office which were likely to 

result income oil industry, except so far as to say that they all
wished it well, and recognised that if it could be worked profitably it would be of great advantage to 
Trinidad. Then as to the question of cane-farming ; this appeared to be one that must be settled on 
the spot. He could not help thinking himself, m spite of the opposition to it, that the fact that 
one-third of the crop was now being grown by cane farmers showed there must be something solid

and substantial in the movement.
The Immigration “ Back Passage ” Fund.

He wished to say a word about immigration, because the price of sugar having been low for 
some time past, planters had found the greatly enhanced price of immigration to be a very .serious 
niXion One reason for the increase was that those who imported coolies had to pay for their back 
passages' to India, while not more than io % of the coolies ever returned to that country. Moreover 
Ft was unfair from another point of view; there was no doubt that those who employed labour even if 
hZ did not import coolies, benefited just as much as those who actually imported them, and yet paid 

practically nothing, whereas those who had most of the work to do were paying a vas deal more than 
Fheir proportion of the cost. If the cost could be fairly proportioned among all employers of labour, 
hl charges might be much reduced. The planters had been unable to ascertain the amount of the 

; J $ mnncv naid in this way, as there seemed to be no notification of it whatever
Books It was a fund which had been contributed by the planters, and in the event of its 

not being used for the repatriation of the coolies, it should be returned to those who gave it. It 
Fhould be strictly applied to coolie immigration and back passages and no other charges; it was a 
trust fund and, therefore, he thought that it should appear in the Blue Books. . .
trust ru' ’̂c“nc’usion) he said that he would like to say how very much they all appreciated what Sir
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and Layne being the not outs. On the last morning Layne was quickly got rid of for a well-played 
25, but Challenor remained until 86 was hoisted, his share being a steady 44 in seventy minutes. 
Smith and Constantine adopted dashing tactics and increased the score by 63 before the latter batsman 
was for the second time in this match given out 1-b-w. Smith, who had been badly missed at mid-off, 
continued to play a lively game, and in this he was ably seconded by Harragin. Several bowling 
changes were made, but to no avail; and it was not until 130 had been added in seventy minutes that 
Smith was caught at cover, but 7 short of the coveted century. He made some magnificent drives on 
the off side, and in his innings of two hours ten minutes found the boundary on ten occasions. 
Hafragin was sixth out at 237, having hit nine 4’s in his 63 in seventy-five minutes. Learmond and 
Morrison added 30 and the total reached 336. The Colonials thus left their opponents 351 to get

The Minor Counties started none too well, for three men were quickly out for 11 runs. 
Afterwards Golding, Warrilow and Phillips improved the situation, and at the drawing of stumps 
five wickets were down for 102 runs. The overnight not-outs, Golding and < . resumed
on Saturday morning, but with 6 added Coleman, who had been badly missed on Friday afternoon 
at deep square-leg, was well taken in the country by Constantine. Golding played correctly and

OUt of a total of ’35- Ihe W est Indians thus won 
tor the first time by the substantial margin of 215.
at a coVof\bo.T T f°r timS b°wled UP to form> capturing altogether 9 wickets
at a cost of about J5 runs each. Morrison also bowled well getting the ball to swerve over 
fusttX^hegvarnish off bU‘ haTg the bad luck tO see them beal the and
just take the varnish off the leg-stump on more than one occasion.

On the whole the Colonials showed good all round form for the first time, in this match.

First Innings.
Mr. R. Ollivierre, c. Worman. 

b. White .......... .............
Mr. G. Challenor, c. Worman, b.

White ... .............. ...
Layne, c. Coleman, b. White

WEST INDIANS.
, in this match.

15
9Mr. L. Constantine, l.-b.-w., b. 

Warrilow ...........   4O
Mr. S. E. Smith, c. E. S. Phillips, 

b. Warrilow ......................
Mr. A. E. Harragin, b. Coleman
Mr. P. A. Goodman, c. White, b.

Coleman .....................................
Mr. G. C. Learmond, b. Coleman
Mr. C. S. Morrison, run out

Second Innings.

b. .Warrilow

c. Luce, b. Warrilow
c. and b. White ...

L-b.-w., b. F. G. Phillips

„ c. White, b. Warrilow 
68 b. Coleman...............
23

MINOR COUNTIES.

44
25

43

93
63

Cumberbatch, not out
Mr. J. E. Parker, l.-b.-w..

Warrilow ..........................
Extras ..........................

b.

l.-b.-w., b. Coleman
c. F. G. Phillips, b. White 
not out
b. White ...

21

Total... ... 204

First Innings.

Smith 
Morrison ... 
Cumberbatch 
Layne

o. M.
21 4 86

37

38

b. F. G. Phillips 
Extras ...

Total ...

26

— 336

BOWLING 

Second Innings.

Smith 
Morrison 
Layne 
Parker

.. 24
26.3

5

M. R.
46
40

17

First Innings.
Mr. G. G. M. Bennett, c. Morrison, 

b. Smith ...........
Mr. E. S. Warrilow, c. Ollivierre 

b. Smith
Mr. F. N. Bird, c. Ollivierre, b 

Sfliith ...........
White, b. Morrison

S- ^niips.c. CumberbatcK 
b. Smith ..............

Golding, c Ollivierre,’ b. Layne
Coleman, b. Layne
Mr. F. G. Phillips, c. Smith, b.’

Layne
Mr. P. J. de Paravicini, c. Con­

stantine, b. Layne
™r‘ Worman, not out
Mr. T. Luce, b. Morrison ..

Extras

Total ...

ANALYSIS.

Wo >man 
White...
F. G. Phillips 
Warrilow 
Coleman

First Innings.
M.

30
47
27
61
34

16

5 
2X 
62

16

190

Second Innings.

c. Goodman, b. Smith...

c. Learmond, b. Layne

c. Morrison, b. Smith ... 
run out ..........................

b. Morrison ..............
b. Morrison ..............
c. Constantine, b. Smith 

not out ..........................

c. Ollivierre, b. Morrison 
st. Ollivierre, b. Smith 
b. Smith.........................

Extras ..............

Total

Second Innings.

16
49 
»7

White 
Worman ... 
Warrilow 
F. G. Phillips 
Coleman ...

28
23
23
7-1

19

M. 
6
6

R.
I06

52 
9« 
16
45The match between the West Indians and Surrey Countv C C 

as we go to press, resulted in a victory for Surrey by 10 wicked Tr ---- i — 
innings, 306 ; Second Innings, 31—Total, 377 The Weecr a. be scores being Surrey : First
Innings, 231—Total, 352. 3/7 ne West Adlans: First Innings, 121; Second

which has just been concluded

(To be continued').

8
2

5

8

4
2

5
9

6
5
3

4 4
3

3
3

2
5

3

3

Ube Ibonburas TRailwap Question.
At a public meeting held at Riverside Hall, Belize on M», al .

Passed:- etize, on May r8th, the following resolution was

. j Thal 111 View °f the fact that the seaport towns of the •
trade and commerce by the building of railways and hath™ ^“wunng republics are beinn raniai i 
that ere long, unless something be done E mav ?F OtJler improvements and fher^^ ”P ?

that the concessionaires he fuow^d
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something else. The question has been raised whether the solution does not lie in wireless telegraphy. 
Wireless telegraphy is, it is true, still more or less in the trial stage, but it has at all events got to this 
pitch, that we know beyond any possibility of doubt that we can get certain results, and we know 
pretty well for what price we can get them. We could probably establish wireless telegraphy between 
the West Indies and Jamaica for a considerably less capital outlay than two years’ subsidy to a cable. 
That would then be in our own hands, we should benefit by whatever improvements came, and in the 
meantime whatever profits arose from the business would go to the interest on our capital; the 
question is before us now whether we might not resort to this, and the answer must depend to a 
certain extent on the Treasury. If they will help us, we will take the more expensive system. If 
not, after assuring ourselves that it will give us the results needed for the Colonies, we would be 
forced to adopt the cheaper alternative. All messages would be transmitted in this way, whether 
private, commercial or official, and no message need cost as much as 4s. per word. We are assured 
by the best experts that there is no difficulty.

Negotiations for a Mail Service.

I am sorry to say that I am absolutely ignorant of any negotiations whatever as regards the 
mail service. I heard incidentally only yesterday that negotiations were going on. In fact, I was 
asked to be present at an interview with the Chairman of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company at 
the Colonial Office, but I was 
obliged to be present at another 
meeting at the same time. 
This afternoon I am hoping to 
go and see Mr. Owen Philipps. 
I am assured that whatever 
negotiations are conducted will 
be submitted to those interested, 
but I have no information on 
the subject.

Then I am sure that 
there is a great deal in cane­
farming, and I believe in it 
thoroughly myself. I have seen 
it elsewhere and seen it carried 
out successfully. I may say 
frankly that I am confident 
cane-farming will not be car­
ried out successfully by only 
small cane farmers. The larger 
the cane farmer, the more suc­
cessful. In the Pacific it is 
carried out to a very large 
extent, and in Fiji one estate is 
6,000 acres, while several come 
up to 2,000 acres. They are 
conducted simply to grow the 
canes for the factories, and 
import their labour for it. I 
read in the report of the Colonial

Photo by
Algernon E. Aspinall.

Gbe avenue ot Rainis at Gobrington.
Many of the cabbage-palms or palmistes (Oreodoxa oleracea) which surround 

Codrington College are reported to be upwards of one hundred years old. 
These trees form a conspicuous feature of West Indian scenery, but nowhere 
are they so fine as in Barbados. Their immense height can be gauged by a 
comparison with the figures at their base, one of which, by the way, will be 
recognised as a treasurer of the West India Committee.

Sugar Refining Company m
Sydney, which has nejer , nine tenths of the cane with which they dealt at their factories
less than on also be carried on successfully in Trinidad,
in Queensland were grown oy lannei». .
and I will do what I can to help very 8 a “ e® ' information as to how the immigration

lam so7;ha‘news to me to hear that any fund which is subscribed to by the 
funds are managed. It X knowing how it is treated or without being referred to m the Blue
proprietors is dealt with without the r Kno | u see hat ¡n future it is shown, and whatever
Books If this is so, it will “rt^ly fuUy accounted for. The whole question of irami.
money has been subscr be y p P h j e comnlittee in Trinidad under the very able leader- 
S“? Six “
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Henry had done for Trinidad. (Hear, hear). They had been struck with the unquestionably obvious 
desire he had shown to promote the interests of the Colony in every way.

Sir Henry Jackson:—I could wish that I had had a little notice of the points which were to 
be brought up at this meeting, because I would then be able to speak more precisely on them. I am 
very glad indeed in any case to have the opportunity of meeting the proprietors, those who are most 
interested in Trinidad. I feel even more than Sir Nevile Lubbock that it is a very great benefit for 
the Governor of a Colony to be in touch with those interested in it, who have had long experience 
there, and with proprietors not only in the Island, but out of it.

Sir Nevile asked me if I were satisfied that all had been done that could be done to provide for 
the maintenance of law and order in the Colony. Well, I am obliged to answer in the negative. It 
has not been done, but it is being considered, and will, I hope, be done before long. It has not yet 
been done, and the reason of that I may say is that the proposals are still under consideration of the 
Colonial Defence Committee. It was urged upon us to try something else than paid troops, and 
proposals for that have been submitted, and if they are approved I hope to be in a position to give 
effect to them directly I get back to Trinidad. 1 hope that the feeling in Trinidad at present is such 
as to put any risk of disturbances out of the question for some time to come, but I know the West Indies

Photo by

well, and I know that one is
never secure. I will certainly 
never rest until I feel that 
order is secure, and I believe 
that we can make it so. If the 
arrangements proposed are 
not sufficient we shall have to 
resort to a paid body of white 
men. That is expensive, and 
I do not wish to charge the 
revenue of the Colony more 
than is absolutely necessary. 
You may be sure that the 
matter is not being allowed to 
rest.

_ Algernon E. Aspinall 
Codrington College, Barbados.

This view of the College differs from that which has already appeared in 
the Circular, as it shows the College only and not the principal’-s residencei 
Founded by Christopher Codrington, the Governor-General of the Leeward 
Islands in 1710, for the maintenance of professors and scholars “ to study the 
practice of Physic and Chirurgery as well as Divinity,” Codrington College 
has turned out many notable divines.

The Question of Cable Com­
munication.

The next point was the 
question of telegraphic com­
munication. I think you all 
know that there is a Depart­
mental Committee now sitting 
at the Colonial Office to settle 
this question, or rather, to 
make recommendations to the 
Secretary of State. I am a

Of course,

member of it myself, and so 
is Sir Frederic Hodgson. 
There are also representatives 
of the Admiralty, the Colonial 
Office, and the Post Office.

I am not at liberty to tell all the proposals submitted to them, but the question 
te cable from Bermuda tn Barbados has been one of those put before them. The 

< ., - e - A5 ' ir Nevile Lubbock remarked, the Treasury is very hard to
contrit>ute. ^me months ago a letter was sent out to all the Colonial Governors in 

which they were definitely warned that any improvement of telegranhic communication 
West Indies must be met from the funds of the Colonies entirely, and that His Maiestv’s Cn ' *
were not prepared to contribute in any way. If they adhere to that jt Xs Ta v^ dS 
position. I do not feel that in the state of the sugar industry, which I regret to sav must still L 
upon as more or less precarious, the Colonies should pledge themselves to heavv snbddi f oobe^ 
of not less than twenty years. Many of the Colonies could not afford to Tcn t 
subsidies for the larger Colonies would be very heavy, especially in the case of the fn h f 
the industries upon which they depend. We would prefer, no doubt an indonpna t " 1 1 °rtan^

of a separate cable from Bermuda to Barbados has been
difficulty is one entirely of money.
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scale. Perhaps the chief reason is that the oil-fields are mostly virgin forest, which is very little known 
and seldom explored by anyone. Of the wells that have been drilled all but one have yielded oil of 
good quality, though no well has been drilled within half-a-mile of the most advantageous place in any 
district.” Having detailed the industrial value of the oils and many interesting particulars as to 
the possibilities of the industry, he summed up by saying we have in Trinidad an oil-field of at least 500 
square miles, at a conservative estimate, and it has never been adequately tested in any part. Over a 
large part of this area a production of oil can be confidently expected. Much of the ground has been 
carefully examined, the geological structure proved, and the outcrops of the oil-bearing strata mapped. 
It only remains to make the actual experimental borings. “ We can place the derricks so as to strike 
the oil-rocks at any depth that may be considered most convenient, but we cannot tell how much oil 
will be obtained. In this connection I am tempted to prophesy ; I do not expect a Baku in Trinidad; 
I do not expect to see such enormous productions from single wells. Fountains of oil we may have, 
as we have evidence of great gaseous pressure; but I believe that baling wells, giving a steady 
production, will be more probably the rule in Trinidad. That the oil-fields will be successful the 
evidence I have gathered during the last two-and-a-half years will not allow me to doubt, but hoy 
important the industry may become is a matter upon which it would be vain to speculate at present.

Consular IReports.
Jamaica & Demerara Rum abroad.

Tamaica rum, large quantities of which were shipped direct from Jamaica, fetched higher prices 
in Hamburg than in the previous year and this upward tendency was even more marked in the case 

of Demerara rum.
Mexican Sugar for British Consumers.

The export of refined sugar from Mexico rose from 16,213 metric tons valued at $2 594,178 in 
,903.4, to 38,701 metric tons valued at $5,717,446 in i9°4-5- No less than 85% of the sugar 

came to the United Kingdom.

Hevea Rubber planted in Samoa.
The Samoa Caoutchouc Company, Berlin, capital ¿75,00° and upwards, has commenced 
1 he Samoa nd at Saluafata, twelve miles from Apia, and has planted out many

thousand seeds o Hevea. Rubber cultivation being an entirely new thing in Samoa, it is impossible 
a positive certain forecast regarding it, but in the opinion of some it offers greater 

advantages than cacao or cocoa-nut planting.

Kirk’s Sucar Cane Pest in Hawaii.
ne pest (Pevkinsiella Saccharida Kirk) made its appearance in the

A few years a^ a d J it Js supposed, from Australia. It is stated that this pest
sugar cane fields °f Hawaii mRod > to the sugar interests of Hawaii in 1904. Professors
caused a monetary loss of upwards 3> a straiia and search for the natural enemies of the “ cane 
Perkins and Kochele were engage to ^“successfully introduced and established. One of the 
leaf hopper.” These were ^^h destroys tie eggs of the “ leafhopper ” by inserting its ovipositor 
most important is a minute fly wh c Y an which soon hatches into a small blind footless
in the leaf hopper egg and depos g 8 ¡ts out and is soon read to
grub, which changes to a pupse and fly, and in the larer g 
continue the good work. 

Some ibomewarO ilfcails.
, . . , c ma;i arrangements continues to be the subject of protests from

The continued irregularity which are still cut off from regular communication with the
British Guiana and the Northern s a , DOrtunity. Our readers will have seen in the press the 
Mother Country except by at Georgetown, in which it is stated that a public
message received from Reuter P held in Georgetown, on June 19th. A resolution was
meeting, presided over by the may ’ of the British Guiana Bank, to the effect that the 
proposed by Mr. Laing, managing causing the greatest inconvenience and that a regular and 
discontinuance of the mail service the Government should arrange a fresh contract either
efficient service was essential, and urgg company. Mr. Laing, referring to the serious losses
with the Royal Mail or with some o P | Imperial Government were willing to grant a
already sustained, animadverted upon the tacr
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subsidy to a line of their own choice, but treated the Colonies like naughty children because they 
preferred the Royal Mail line. Mr. John Duke Smith said that, if no further response was made by 
the Home Government, the position would become strained so far as sympathy with dear old 
England was concerned. The Legislature should refuse, as it had the power to do, to vote supplies 
unless a proper service were agreed to. The resolution was unanimously adopted, and a copy of it 
will be forwarded to Lord Elgin. Meanwhile we are pleased to learn that the matter is engaging the 
personal attention of the Secretary of State for the Colonies; but until the West Indies have regular 
fortnightly means of communications with the Mother Country as they had before, the present state 
of unrest and irritability bordering on exasperation must continue. Further advices have come to 
hand from Jamaica and Nevis, and we give as usual a few extracts from the letters of our Hon. 
Correspondents.

The Proposed Jamaica Rum Standard.
Writing on June 8th, Mr. J. L. Ashenheim said that regular rains were falling without their 

being any sign of an immediate break.
The decision of the Governor not to prescribe a standard for Jamaica rum was in accordance 

with the wishes of the Northside Sugar Planters’ Association, though the Island Chemist was in 
favour of standardisation.

Mr. A W. Douet, presided over a meeting of Pimento growers on May 26th, when Mr. H. F. 
Kerr, urged growers and dealers to combine with a view to keeping up the price of the commodity. 
Many letters promising support were read, and twenty-one gentlemen agreed to become members of a 
proposed syndicate.

A noticeable feature of the exports was a large increase in logwood exported as compared 
with the previous year. Exports were again becoming favourable.

It was stated that from July 1st, the Government would keep their account with the Bank of 
Nova Scotia instead with the Colonial Bank, though no reason was given for the change.

A New Cotton Gin tried in Nevis.
The Hon. C. A. Shand, in a letter dated May 31st, transhipped from the S.S. “ Oruro,” said 

that there was a gentleman in the Island testing, with, it was said satisfactory, results, a new kind of 
cotton gin which he had invented, and which he claimed would gin the cotton immediately after being 
picked. Should such a gin prove a success, it would metamorphose the industry, as the present 
system in Nevis of cleaning and whipping by hand ran away with a lot of labour as well as money.

The weather had been dry, and the country generally wanted good showers. The output of 
cotton had been most disappointing, and last year’s export was hardly likely to be attained.

The continuance of the existing chaos as regards mail communication was terrible to contem­
plate. No one in the Island knew when the next mail was coming in and when one was going out, 
and the state of affairs was distracting to a degree.

Empire Day passed off almost unnoticed, owing to the depression consequent upon the sad and 
sudden death of the late Administrator.

Xetter to tbe lEbitor.
Empire Day and the Union Jack.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circula.
Sir,—It may interest your readers to know that the success which attended the Empire Day movement this year 

was far greater than even its most sanguine supporters ever expected. From returns received it is probable that some 
four millions of children have come under the influence of the movement, and that an equal number of adults took part 
throughout the British Dominions, actively or as spectators, in the demonstrations on Empire Day.

As your readers must by this time be aware the celebration of Empire Day on or near May 24th is intended to be 
but the outward sign of the awakening of the peoples who constitute the British Empire to the serious responsibilities and 
duties which lie at their door. The Union Jack is the national flag of the Empire and the outward sign of its majesty and 
might, but it should also be a reminder of civic responsibility to all British subjects, and as such should occupy a prominent 
position within and without every school house. In the United States and in our Colonies this reminder of civic duty is 
provided by the educational authorities at the public expense. At present this is not the case at home. Some day the 
educational value of the national flag may be considered as equal, say, to that of the school piano, but until this time 
arrives may I express a hope that your readers will not forget the requirements of our national schools in this respect and 
will, either by individual private effort or by organised local subscription, raise funds in each parish sufficient to nrAvido 
the local schools with a suitable flagstaff and large-sized Union Jack ? p

I should like also to see tbe condition attached to the gift that on national holidays and anniversaries such as 
Empire Day, St. George's, St. Andrew’s, St. Patrick’s, and St. David’s Days, the flag should be saluted bv both bovs 
and girls.—Yours, &c., 7 M '

83, Lancaster Gate.
June 20th

[By way of setting a good example, the West India Committee flag (the red ensign charged
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with the familiar badge of the Committee) will in future be flown on the festivals specified by Lord 
Meath.—Ed.] .

Our Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

of scenery or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknow­
ledged from time to time in this column.

Agricultural News. Vol. V., No. 197, obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms, post free i|d. The value 
of the cultivation of rubber and its suitability to the West Indian Islands and British Guiana is pointed out in the leading 
article. The address of Sir Daniel Morris at the recent Conference of Cotton Growers in Barbados and a paper by 
Mr. J. R. Bovell, are reproduced, which give much valuable information as to the cotton industry. Professor 
d' Albuquerque contributes a valuable paper on the use of cotton seed and cotton cake meal as a feeding stuff on West 
Indian plantations, which should attract the attention of all planters who include cotton cultivation on their estates. 
Particulars are also given in this issue as to shipping arrangements, with directions for packing, &c., in connection with 
the Canadian Exhibitions, 1906.

Tobago, Hints to Settlers. Obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms, issued by the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture, post free yd. This pamphlet, which is the 41st of the series, gives information to intending settlers in this 
fertile Island, and forms a useful guide for colonisers in the direction of mode of life, desirable cultivation, capital required, 
&c The information contained in it was prepared by Mr. James Todd Rosseau, the Warden of the Island, who was 
assisted by Captain Short, the Chairman and Mr. Harry Smith, the Secretary of the Tobago Planters’ Association. In 
cocoa cultivation a capital of ¿3,000 is shown to be capable of yielding ¿1,000 a year in seventeen years in conjunction 
with rubber. The pamphlet is illustrated by numerous photographs by Mr. Noel B. Walker and Messrs. Sevile & Evans, 
giving a good idea of the scenery and cultivation.

BANK RATE. 

“CttLUM NON

motes ot interest.
Bank Rate at 3| % (changed June 21st, 1906), and Consols (2| %) 87|.
Some of the machinery of the dismantled factory belonging to the Peter’s Hall 

ANIMUM." estate in Demerara is being erected at Buckley’s, in St. George’s Parish, Barbados. 
It will be remembered that the former estate has recently been incorporated with Pin. Diamond.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended June 21st, 572 bales of West Indian 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.6od per lb ; 
Sea Island, medium fine, i3Jd. per lb. ; fine, 14U per lb.; and extra fine, i6d. per lb.

cotton were 
West Indian

Prices paid

8d. to 13d. . .
ONLY SARCASM ! Over 20,000 tons of sugar were imported into the United Kingdom from foreign 

countries during the month of May as compared with the corresponding month last year. Wha a 
crying shame it is that the Brussels’ Convention should be allowed to go on, and thus flood the 

market with foreign sugar. .
DENATURED ALCOHOL. Mr. John W. Veche, the Commissioner of Inland Revenue of the United States, 
has been directed by the President to go to Europe and examine the tax system in force there 
preliminary to the preparation of departmental rules and regulations controlling its use in that 
country under the Free Alcohol Bill which became law on June ist.

YELLOW PERIL. A Chinese syndicate has set up a plant for lighting Chinkiang by electricity. It 
has not at present proved an unqualified success, as the management of the syndicate does not 
nas not at P[^e P . Tlw r»1ant erected by the syndicate has German dynamos andimpress the public with its reliability. 1 he plant erecteu oy y y
Chinese boilers. [We should be glad to hear more of Chinese boilers .] •

METRIC SYSTEM. The Liverpool Chamber^ Co—ce h- received letter^

Hised by orier of Council on April i ith. These weights form aliquot parts of a cental, of too lbs. 
and their introduction is a distinct step towards the adopfion of the metric system.
TROPICAL TOMATOES. The Cuba Central AgriculturalStation has pub fished an excellent pamphlet on 
“ Tomato Culture ” Full directions are given ats to soil, —

?he West Indies-for which the more northern

Islands are especially suited.
PINEAPPLE WINE. Instead of leaving the excessive crop of pineapples to decay on the ground, it is 

wise to make them into pineapple wine. This is simply done by chopping the pineapples, pouring
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boiling water over them at the rate of one quart to a large pineapple. Let the mixture steep until 
cold, then sweeten to taste and bottle. The cork must be tied down and the bottle placed on its side , 
if in a warm place it will be ripe in twenty-four hours. A little ginger improves the flavour.

ASPHALT. Among the various forms of paving in which experiments are being made by the
London County Council on the Thames Embankment is a section of compressed Trinidad asphalt 
The object of the engineers of the London County Council is to get a smooth pavement which1 doe 
not require to be laid on a base of portland cement concrete. In this case the Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Paving Company is laying the asphalt surface on a base of bituminous concrete and it is confidently 
expected that this form of construction, which is peculiar to this Company, will be successful under 
the special conditions prevailing on the Thames Embankment.

IMPORTANT TO The register of applicants for appointment as overseers and other positions 
OUR READERS. connected with West Indian estates can be seen by Members at the West India 

Committee Rooms. Full particulars regarding the applicants are now given, together with two 
testimonials from each. Members receiving applications from those desiring appointments may refer 
the applicants to the West India Committee, who will supply a form of enquiries for the candidates 
to fill up. For Members desirous of having their Circulars bound, handsome lettered cases 
can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2/- post free. Members can have their copies bound for 
the inclusive charge of 3/- by sending them to the West India Committee Rooms. We also have a 
few patent spring back cases for filing The West India Committee Circular, which can be obtained 
from the Secretary for 2/6 each or post free 3/-. Bound copies of “ The List of Members ” to match 
the West India Committee Circular, will be forwarded to any address post free, is. 6d. each.

Ube lEOitor’s EHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events op general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed., June 20.__Lord Elgin presided over the annual dinner of the Corona Club.—88% Beet, 8s. 2^d., quiet.
Thurs., June 21.—German Journalists entertained in London.—Bank of England rate reduced to 3^ per cent.—Funeral 

of Mr. Seddon in New Zealand.—Beet, 8s. 2^d., dull.
Fri., June 22.—The Times published a message from Reuters’ Georgetown correspondent regarding the indignation felt 

in British Guiana at the cessation of the Mail Service.—Beet, 8s. 2d., quiet.
Sat., June 23.—Remarkable electric tramway accident at Highgate.—Three men charged at the Thames Police Court 

with harbouring saccharin (The Times, p. 4).—Beet, 8s. 2d., quiet.
Sun., June 24.—The West Indian Cricketers entertained by a motor expedition to Lipbrook.
Mon., June 25.—Mr. J. Chamberlain the guest of the 1900 Club —The West Indian Cricketers entertained at a Banquet 

by the Surrey County C.C. at the Oval.—Hearing of the “ What is Whisky ” appeal concluded, no 
judgment being given as the Bench were equally divided.—Beet, 8s. 2d., quiet.

Tues., June 26.—Letter from Mr. Henniker Heaton, M.P., to the Postmaster-General on “ A World-wide Penny Post,” 
published in the Times.—Beet,

Ube West Subían Civil Service.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of 

Civil Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.
Mr. W. Cuddeford, Auditor of the Windward Islands, has arrived in England from Grenada on leave of absence.
Mr. W. J. Lawrence, Superintendent of Public Works, St. Vincent, has been granted six months’ leave of 

absence.
Mr. William J. Slack has been appointed to act provisionally as an un-official Member of the Legislative Council, 

British Honduras.
The Hon. W. D. Anchinleck, Treasurer and Collector of Customs of Antigua, has been appointed Chairman of 

the Quarantine Board of that Colony.
Mr. R. S. Rowbottom has been appointed to act as Stipendiary Magistrate of the County of Caroni, Trinidad 

during the absence on leave of Mr. H. A. Harrison.
The Hon. Mark Kerr, Treasurer of St. Lucia, has arrived in England on leave of absence. Mr. H. H. Mitchell 

Chief Clerk of the Department, becomes Acting-Treasurer.
Hon. W. H. Porter, Treasurer of the Presidency of Dominica, has been appointed an official Member of the 

Legislative Council of Dominica, vice Mr. Leslie Jarvis, resigned.
Mr. H. D. Phillips, formerly District Commissioner of Toledo, British Honduras, assumed the duties of District 

Commissioner of Stann Creek on his return to the Colony from leave of absence.
Hon. A. R Usher, our Hon. Correspondent in British Honduras, has been granted leave of absence for three 

jnonths from his duties in connection with the British Honduras Volunteer Force.
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Hon. Carlos Melhado and Hon. Sydney G. Woods have been granted leave of absence from their duties as 
Members of the Legislative Council, British Honduras, for two months and twelve months respectively.

During the absence from the West Indies of the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture, Professor d’ Albuquerque 
will act on his behalf and attend to matters of business in connection with the Agricultural Department.

Consequent upon the dissolution of the union between Sweden and Norway, Mr. Edgar Tripp has resigned the 
Consulate of the former Kingdom in Trinidad, and Mr. Ellis Grell will assume temporarily the duties of Consul for 

Sweden.
Sir Walter Llewellyn Lewis, Chief Justice, British Honduras, has been granted three months’ leave of absence, 

during which time the Hon. F. M. Maxwell, K.C., Attorney-General, will act as Chief Justice, and Mr. Cohn Rees Davies 

as Attorney-General.
The appointment of Immigration Agent-General in British Guiana, rendered vacant by the death of the Hon A H. 

Alexander, has been offered to and accepted by Mr. R. Duff, the Senior Immigration Agent of that Colony, who has 
been connected with the Department for twenty-three years. He has acted on several occasions as Sub-Immigration 
Agent, and holds a first-class certificate in Hindustani.

Weatber telegrams.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), June 21st. “ Seasonable weather. British Guiana 

(Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), June 26th. “ Weather favourable for cultivation heavy showers
alternately with hot sunshine.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co Ltd , week ended 
lune 13th Port Antonio: “ 7th to wth, rainy ; 11th to 12th, cloudy; 13th, fine. Kingston: 
“ 7th to 1 ith, heavy rains ; 12th, cloudy ; 13th, fine.”

Ube /¡bails-
„ , . rnmn„n,r outward BOOKINGS per R.M.S.P. “ Orinoco ” (Capt. T. R. Pearce),

The Royal Mail Steam F p^vette Mr E. Ydiaguez, Mr. and Mrs. Luloaga, Mrs. Quick,
June 28th:-Mr. Y Wilkin. Mrs. Fisher ^rivette, Mr.^ g c Navas, Mr E Grison, Mr. Yarr,
Mrs. Ross, Baron de Slane, Mr. A^btruc I Hasard Mr and Mrs. Brochel, Mr. Penbarand, Mr. L. Guevara. Mr. J. 
Dr. and Mrs. Greenidge, Mr. E. Adams, - J. ’ Martines Mr. C. C. Monckton, Mrs. Roberts, Mr. J. Eaden,
Lewin, Mr. F. Grey, M T. CasteHon Sdr. M. Castellon, Mr. Castrello, Mr. A. Lehmann Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. C. Foster Mr. H. Calder Mr. and Mra. C » > “ Mr3. Va Dr. and Mrs. Cardenas, Mr. E, Wilson Jones,

Bowen, Miss Hodgkinson, Mr. C. Graig, ivir. iv. o- 
Mrs. E. McKinnon, Mr. J. Matharan.

mail arrangements.
Outward Mails.

Date.

June 28

,, 28
.. 3°

July 6
7

Destination.

The W. Indies (Northern 
and Demerara excepted)

Barbados and Trinidad

Port of Dep.

Islands

Jamaica and Bermuda 
Demerara, Trinidad & Barbados 
Barbados (for Demerara and

W. India Islands) ...

Southampton 
Liverpool 
Avonmouth 
Glasgow

Liverpool 
St.Barbados (for St. Vincent,

Lucia and Dominica), Grenada,
Trinidad and Demerara ... Dartmouth ...

The W Indies (Northern Islands
Southampton...excepted)

Homeward

Date.

July 2 
.. 4

,, 16

Where From.
The W. Indies (Northern Islands excepted) 

Swindles (Northern islands excepted)

Company.
Closing for 

Letters in Ldn.Packet.

R.M.S.P.Co. 
Leyland Line 
I.D.W.I.M.S. 
Direct Line

“ Orinoco ”
“ Nicaraguan ”

“ Port Kingston ’ 
Crown of Granada”

June 27,
,. 27, 

’ ,. 29,
July 5.

mdn’t.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Harrison Line “ Wanderer ” ,, 6. 6 p.m

Direct Line ‘' Serrana ». 13. noon.

R.M.S.P.Co. " Tagus” ,, 18, mdn’t.

Mails.
Port of Arrival.

Southampton 
Avonmouth...
Southampton

Company.

R.M.S.P. Co.
I.D.W.I.M.S. '
R.M.S.P. Co.

Packet.

“ Tagus ” 
‘ Port Henderson ’
“ Atrato ”

lEjports of iprobnce from Jamaica

April i to May 26, ’06
................... 27,’05

Sugar 
tons.
4.39° 
3.749

Cocoa 
cwts.
13.442

7,104

Rum 
galls.
374.322 
383.434

Coffee 
cwts.
7.487
3.568

Coconuts

1,187,745
804,410

Cotton 
lbs.

11,676
17.599

Pimento 
cwts.
12,899 
11.778

Bananas 
bunches 
2,687,703 
2,733.999

Oranges

4,727,226
1,295.9°°
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Sbe IProbuce markets' Summary
SUGAR.—F. O. Licht’s Consumption, September/May, 9 months.

1905/6 i9°4/5- i9°3/4-
Convention Europe ................ 3,137,000 2,803,000 3,116,000 Tons

F. O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st June, even dates.
1906. I9°5- 1904.

Known world .............................. 3,056,000 2,257,000 2,708,000 Tons.
Considering the great increase in production this season as compared with 1904/5 which roughly approximates 

2,500,000 tons, beet and cane united, it is somewhat remarkable that the visible supply after nine months of the year nave 
passed should only show a surplus of some 800,000 tons, and that in the face of the small increase in Consumption in 
Convention Europe of, say, 330,000 tons during the nine months. All sorts of theories are set up to account lor this 
disappearance of sugar, if the figures can be relied upon, but assuming the figures to be correct it is a matter of satisfaction 
that we find ourselves relieved of a weight of sugar that once and for a long time looked overwhelming, and the road 
should now be clear to point at 8s., basis 88, as a minimum price, whilst a small improvement thereon does not seem 
unreasonable, if from now to September the figures still improve. To attempt to gauge the next beet crop, four months 
ahead, is simply ridiculous, and for the market to be influenced in these early days by variation in temperature is a cari­
cature. Reliable authorities describe the crop as progressing satisfactorily, but with a moderate curtailment in sowings, 
some.diminution in output may fairly be reckoned upon, and the future prices of sugar may become susceptible of an 
improvement worth having.

The moment’s quotations of 88% beet are :—June, 8s. 2^d. ; August, 8s 3^d. ; October/December, 8s. 5Jd. : 
January/March, 1907, 8s. 7|d., and May, 8s. gjd., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :—

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

igo6 
2,470,000

350,000
270,000

1905 
1.730,000 

230,000 
360,000

1904
2,250,000 

220,000 
igo.ooo

1903
2,240,000

320,000
370,000

igo2
2,370,000 Tons 

130,000 ,,
430,000

Total .............................. 3,090,000 2,320,000 2,630,000 2,930,000 2,930,000 ,,
Quotations of 88% Beet, 26th June :— 8s. 2^d. Ils. 8d. 9s. 4d. 7s. 8£d. 6s. Od.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—After further considerable sales of yellow crystallised at slightly improved prices, the tone 
of the Market has become for the moment quieter. The recent sales have been chiefly from 14s. 6d. to 15s., and the 
value of average qualities is now 14s. gd. In 96% centrifugals to Refiners, a good business has been done at gs. 3fd. to 
9s. 4^d. on floating terms, and possibly a shade over could now be obtained.

Molasses Sugar.—Unchanged. Spot quotations ranging from 10s. to 14s. 6d., duty paid.

Muscovado.—Small sales of grocery occur from time to time at 13s. to 14s. 6d., duty paid. For 89 test to Refiners, 
8s. on floating terms has been paid and buyers seem willing to pay a little more in order to secure a decent quantity of this 
useful sugar.

West India Figures since 1st Jan.:
Imports...
Deliveries
Stocks ...

igo6. 
37.000 
22,000 
24,000

1905. 
28,000 
ig.ooo 
ig.ooo

1904. 
2g,000 
24,000 
18,000

1903 
16,000 
21,000 
23,000

igo2.
40,000 Tons.
21,000 ,,
31,000

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised 14s. 9d. 18s. 3d. 15s. 9d. 14s. 9d. 13s. 3d.

Rum.—Stocks in London : igo6. 1905. 1904. 1903-
Jamaica ... ... ... 6500 ... 8700 g8oo g3oo Puns.
Demerara ... ... 7200 5000 10,500 ... 7700 >>

Total of all kinds ig,847 ... 22,220 28,017 26.455 ..
The Market keeps steady, and Jamaica meets a good demand from 2S. id. upwards, according to quality. In

Demerara there is little or nothing doing, g^d. remaining the quotation for fai:r Marks, and there is a considerable quantity
imported months ago still unsold. Leewards and other proof kinds are nominally worth from 8d. to is. id.

A quieter tone prevails, and prices are generally is. lower, especially for Grenada which recently had an important 
rise. The weather having become hot may possibly account in a measure for this reaction. Present quotations are : 
Trinidad fair collected, 57s. ; Estate Marks, 57s. to 63s. ; Grenada fair, 51s., fermented, 54s. to 56s. From other Islands 
fair Native is worth 50s., and fermented, 53s. to 56s.

Cocoa.—Stocks in London : igo6. 1905- 1904. 1903.
Trinidad.............................. 10,600 17,000 25,000 20,000 Bags
Grenada ... g6oo 16,700 18,goo 14,700
Total of all kinds ... ... 68,000 76,000 95.000 81,000 ,,

Coffee.—Firmer. Good ordinary Jamaica, 39s. to 41s.

Nutmegs.—Large sales of West India including 56’s at 2s. 4d., 6o’s at is. nd., 68’s at is. 2d., 74’s at ioÀd 8 Vs 
at iod., 92’s at 8id., 98’s at 7^d., 112’s at 6Jd., 126’s at 6d., 150’s at 5d., and in shell from q^d. to 4$d. Mace.—Free 
sales, fair to good pale, is 6d. to is. gd., pale and reddish, is. 4d. to is. 5d., fair to good red, is. 3d to is 4d with 
broken at is. id. to is. 2d. Ginger.—Unchanged. Good common to low middling Jamaica, 58s to 65s Pimento 
Steady at 2^d. to 2|d. °'

Arrowroot.—Quiet, and prices maintained with moderate sales of good manufacturing St. Vincent at 2d 

value 3<1 steady; value-, £zO IOs. Hand Pressed,, quiet ;
value, 2s., oa. Distilled Oil, steady, at 2s. 6d. *
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The Colonies principally affected by the suspension of the mail service consequent upon the 
abandonment of the mail contract last year, are British Guiana, Grenada, St. Vincent, 

St. Lucia, Dominica, Antigua, Montserrat and St. Kitts-Nevis. Jamaica, Trinidad and Barbados fall 
under a different category, being provided for, though both Trinidad and Barbados complain 
of the irregularity of communication resulting from the present arrangements, and each suiters in 
so far as intercourse with the neighbouring Colonies is concerned. In British Guiana and each of 
the Windward and Leeward Islands the strongest representations have been made to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies regarding the inconvenience which is already being experienced. What 
the Colonies want, and what they are willing to pay for, is regular fortnightly communication with 
the Mother Country and with each other, and nothing short of this is likely to satisfy them. At a 
recent meeting at the West India Committee Rooms, Sir Henry Jackson, the Governor of Trinidad, 
indicated that on this occasion the Colonies would be allowed to have a voice in the matter, and 
if the commerce of the West Indies is not to suffer, it is devoutly to be hoped that they will soon 
be permitted to do so. In several of the Colonies, British Guiana for example, a note of bitterness 
has been struck which the authorities at home will recognise as a premonition of the tense feeling 
which already prevails and is likely to be accentuated if a satisfactory settlement is not soon 
arrived at. It must serve moreover as a reminder to Lord Elgin of the storm which burst over the 
head of his predecessor when the wishes of the Colonies were ignored and the present tangle was 
originated. The intimation that the matter is engaging the personal attention of Lord Elgin and 
Mr. Sydney Buxton is undoubtedly a subject for satisfaction, but this will be tempered with no 
inconsiderable degree of irritation if some definite announcement is not made in the near future.

H Xecture on Cotton.
We have pleasure in announcing that Sir Daniel Morris, Imperial Commissioner of 

Agriculture for the West Indies, will deliver an address on “ The Present Position and Prospects of 
the Sea Island Cotton Industry in the West Indies,” at the West India Committee Rooms, at 
4 p.m., on Thursday, July 19th. Tickets, the number of which must necessarily be limited, can 
now be obtained from the Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.
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1Rew Members ot tbe West India Committee.
At the fortnightly meeting of the Executive on Thursday, June 28th, the following were 

elected members of the West India Committee.
Name.

H. C. Field
S. G. Woods (British 

Honduras')
John Urich (Trinidad) 
Lee Lum (Trinidad) 
Arthur a Becket 
George B. Allen 
Robert Wilson 
Colonel S. Sandbach

Proposer.
Colonel F. C. Trollope

C. T. Hunter
Hon. Dr. James de Wolfe
Randolph Rust
W. P. B. Shepheard
Sir Henry K. Davson 
Arthur N. Lubbock 
C. Algernon Campbell

Seconder.
T. W. Wilkinson.

W. Mitchell Thomson, M.P. 
Randolph Rust.
Arthur N. Lubbock. 
Colonel F. C. Trollope. 
Edward R. Davson.
C. Algernon Campbell.
Charles S. Parker.

Full particulars regarding membership, and application forms for candidates may be 
obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.

^irtbbap Ibonours.
Among the recipients of honours on the occasion of His Majesty’s birthday, which was 

officially recognised on June 28th, were Mr. Hugh Clarence Bourne, M.A., Colonial Secretary of 
Jamaica, who was appointed a C.M.G. ; and Mr. David Gloster Garraway, Controller of the Customs 
Department of British Guiana ; Mr. Alfred Henry Miles, Collector-General of the Revenue Depart­
ment of Jamaica ; Mr. Allan Frith Smith, Colonial Postmaster of Bermuda, and Mr. William Henry 
Whyham, District Magistrate of Antigua, who become Companions of the Imperial Service Order To 
all these gentlemen we offer our sincere congratulations.

a jfreneb View of tbe Confectioners’ Grievance.

“ We

A letter from the Confectioners’ Alliance to the President of the Board of Trade in replv to 
one sent m by the Refiners Association on the subject of the Brussels Convention, is sensibly com­
mented upon by the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre in their issue of the 27th inst , as follows “ We 
can well understand that the British confectioners protest against the consumption tax on sugar and 
we sincerely wish with them that the English consumer may soon be freed from this charge. But we 
have sought m vam m the letters of the President of the Alliance of British Confectioners an 
evident proof of the decadence of this industry under the régime of the Brussels Convention That 
the labour employed in the English confectionery industry may have become less numerous is possible • 
but it is m no way sure that this diminution is not the consequence of improvement in machinery of 
a change m manufacturing processes and of the increasing concentration of work in view of the 
reduction of general expenditure. We may presume that in this respect the British confZt?onmv 
industry is undergoing an evolution analogous to that to which Mr. Rowntree alludes on the sub er 
the refining interest. But herein, it cannot be overlooked an AmnA«,; k anuaes on tne subject ot 
pendent of the effects of the Brussels Sugar Convention ” c phenomenon entirely inde-

Jn defence ot our Sugar Inbustr».
M. Georges Dureau, in the Journal des Fabricants do

sugar industry and gives interesting figures in connection wkh it’ In the l^t ten100" JaVa 
has risen from 534,390 tons to 1,039,188 tons, and in addition to this lo l ™ f Y ”Vhe °UtpUt 
tion of first sugars to second has increased, the quantity of doublm£ of crop, the propor-
production for 1905 was nearly two tons per acre • 10^ second remainmS stationary. The net 
m 1905. The cost of production varied from L6 10s to C+ WaS Trecovered from the cane 
factories have been and are being erected, but the Govern tOn; the east of Java new
m other parts lest there should be a deficiency of water forTh^ h • ^fuSed to sanction extensions 
the sustenance of the native population. 1 th lce industry, which is essential for

The Produce Markets Review, in renrodndn«. o „
say, the opportunity of indulging in certain misleading Site are sorryto
industry. In the meantime,” the writer says speakine- nfVh? ,reSardmg the West Indian sugar 
Java, it will be noticed with regret that ourVwn West Indian BoTon ° iSt tO Second su8ar m 
improve their production of sugar, three-fourths of theffcr™ ™ ? are Only )ust commencing to
antiquated and wasteful processes 350 years old. ” As a matte? of ?r S StlU of Products made on 

as a matter of fact, over 70 per cent, of the West
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Indian sugar is produced on the most modern principles. Again, in speaking of the size of the factories 
he refers to “ the many tiny plantations in our own West Indies.” As a matter of fact, a common 
output in British Guiana is 300 tons per week, working by day only, several factories running far in 
excess of this figure, while the Trinidad output is on a similar scale, one factory, indeed turning 
out 900 to i,oco tons a week. Possibly the Review may have omitted British Guiana from its 
calculations, although the sugar industry of this Colony is always, by common consent, considered 
as part and parcel of the West Indian sugar industry; but even then the statements complained of 
are incorrect.

One Ibunbreb ¡gears ilgo.
An Unknown Sugar Process.

The two classes of sugar imported into the United Kingdom from the West Indies were the 
ordinary muscovado and a high class sugar produced by the process of “claying,” or the percolation of water 
through a layer of clay into the pots in which the sugar was struck, whereby the molasses was washed 
out of it, and a more or less white sugar obtained. The latter, or 11 clayed” sugar, was subject to a 
higher import duty than the brown variety. When the trade to the East Indies was thrown open, 
a ratio of duty was fixed upon sugar imported from them. This was intended to protect the West India 
sugar Colonies, but no reference was made to the principle of apportioning the duty to the degree of 
refinement. A large proportion of this sugar underwent a process stated not^ to be by the use of clay, 
but which had a similar effect in extracting the molasses and dirt, and this sugar was coming in at 
the same rate of duty as the inferior quality. Representations were accordingly made to the President 
of the Board of Trade by the West India Committee, and a report by experts forwarded on December 
TOth, 1822, stated:—

“ The sugar from the East Indies, which has undergone the preparation there used, is also 
of various Grain and Colour ; some of it has been brought into a state so fit for domestic 
purposes as Grocery, that a Refiner can make no profitable use of it. Other kinds have been 
equally improved, but yet the Grain has been preserved ; and, indeed, in some cases, the process 
has been carried so far that such Sugar might fairly be subject to a much higher duty than what 
attaches equally upon all West India Clayed.”

It is not known what the process was, but it will be noticed that the grain of the sugar was pre­
served, while its purity was increased. Perhaps some of our readers can throw some light on the matter. 
What refining process was used in the East Indies other than “ claying” at the date of the complaint? 
In perusing the minutes of this period, it is impossible to avoid being struck with the modernising of 
diction and spelling which had taken place in the preceding twenty years, and which seemed suddenly to 
start with the beginning ot the century.

IbuVricane insurance.
With reference to the arrangements for the insurance of estates in the West Indies against 

storms and hurricanes, it will be remembered that Messrs. Henry Head and Company quoted an 
inclusive premium of 30s. per cent, on buildings and cultivation, to pay the excess of 5 per cent, 
on the amount insured in the event of a claim. Under this scheme, therefore, the planters were 
their own insurers to the extent of 5 per cent. Many of them have objected to these terms, and 
have expressed their willingness to pay a higher premium if underwriters would agree to pay claims 
in full, and we are pleased to say that the underwriters have now been induced to give alternative 
quotations as follows :—
Barbados and the Windward and Leeward Islands.

(a) Buildings. Where cultivation is insured with buildings the rate will be 30s. per cent’ 
in the case of wooden buildings, and 20s. per cent, in the case of stone buildings. For this premium 
underwriters will pay any claim, subject to deduction, on the following scale :—

Value insured. Deduction from Claim.
Up to £1,000 .............................................................. 5 per cent, on the amount insured.
Over 1,000 and not exceeding £2,000 .. 4 „ „

,, 2,000 „ „ 3,000 .. .. 3 „ „
,, 3,000 ,, ,, 10,000 . . 2 „ „

10,000 .. .. .. .. . . 1
Thus, while the damage done to buildings on an estate of the value of £1000 would have to 
amount to £50 before the planter could make any claim, in the case of those on an estate valued 
at £3000 it would be sufficient if it amounted to £90, and so on.
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(b) Cocoa and Limes. Underwriters are prepared to take cocoa and limes either at the premium 
originally proposed, viz., 30s. per cent., to pay the excess of 5 per cent, on the total amount insured, 
or at a premium of 40s. per cent, (returning 5s. per cent, for no claim), paying in full any claim 
subject to its amounting to 5 per cent, of the total value of the estate insured. It will be remem­
bered that this was the percentage fixed upon as being the fair test of a hurricane. They are also 
prepared to allow planters to put any reasonable value upon their trees for the purposes of insurance 
at their option, and, should it be desired, they would allow a portion of an estate to be insured 
alone, provided such portion could be clearly defined.

(c) Cotton. A special insurance has been arranged for this during the hurricane months alone, 
viz., July, August, September and October. The value for the purposes of insurance is to be taken 
at £10 per acre. The premium will be 20s. per cent, to return 5s. per cent, for no claim. In 
the event of damage by a hurricane amounting to such a loss of the plants as to necessitate re-plant­
ing, the loss to be paid by underwriters will be as follows :—

July. August. September. October.
Per acre......................................................37/6 42/6 45/- 60/-

The damage to be assessed per acre and not to be appraised until fourteen days after the occur­
rence. A planter, therefore, having ten acres of cotton under cultivation would pay 20s. per annum 
receiving 5s. at the expiration of the hurricane months if no claim was made, and if his cotton was 
damaged in July he would receive £1815s., in August, £215s., in September, £22 ros., and in October.

The Arrangements for Jamaica.

Undeiwriters will take cocoa in this Island on the same terms as the other Islands 
except where bananas are planted with it, in which case they are only prepared to take it at 
a premium of 30s. per cent, to pay the excess of 5 per cent, of any claim

Coco-nuts. The rate for these will be 5os. per cent, (returning 5s. per cent, for no claim) 
for which underwriters will pay any claim in full subject to its amounting to 5 per cent, of the 
total sum insured. Ihey will also allow planters to put any reasonable valuation upon their 
trees for the purposes of insurance. 1

Messrs. Henry Head and Company intimate that they will gladly obtain special Quotations 
or coffee and other products but underwriters are not disposed to quote an inclusive rate for 

tins and other forms of cultivation owing to the varying conditions under which they are grown 
and to the risk being a more serious one on some estates than others J ’

Except in the case of growing cotton, for which the above special arrangements have been 
made, underwriters will under no circumstances take cultivation without the buildings.

Ube West Jnbian Club.
At the fortnightly dinner of the West Indian Club on Tune 27th were tr,. T , 

Lucie-Smith Senior Puisne Judge of British Guiana ; Mr. GJ Aubrey Goodman ^C Q J >dge 
General, Barbados, and Mr. Henry Kirke, M.A., B.C.L formerly a Puisne Ind^ i 5 S’ , S°llcitor- 
were the guests of the Club. Their Honours Judge Vickers Puisne TudsJ^T f Bnteh Gunina, 
Routledge, first Puisne Judge of Trinidad, Mr. Alfred Kingdon K C and Mr H S aica’ Jadge 
B.C.L., M.A., Legal Assistant Under-Secretary, Colonial Office were u^t^n t 1 C°X’ CB’ 
absence from town and other engagements from accepting the invitation tunately Prevented by

Several members of the Club belonging to one or mW v
profession and their private friends assembled to do honour to these legal
among those present being: Mr. Wallwyn P. B. Shepheard MA uga ^uests’
and the Hon. A. C. Ponsonby, Sir Daniel Morris, K.C M G Mr Edwnrd M n S Presided>
Hon. Secretary of the Society of Comparative Legislation 'Mr Al^ernon  ̂TS°n e TemPle), 

Mr. Noel Griffith (Middle Temple), Mr. A. E. Messer b’a Air F t mPile. M.A., Mr. H. H. Etheridge, General Emilio Seran Minista Pleni^ G H H
Federico Witting, Financial Agent to the Government of Costa Rica • PMr W^A °L E™ador 1 Don 
J. B. Saunders, Dr. R. M. Johnson, Mr. W. L. lohnson Dr C FT Pb ir Goode, Capt.
wm+leSTilSA°nLMr' F- G' Rayment. Dr. Shawl, Mr. A.^l' Nathan d 'TU J RiPPon’ Mr. 
White Mr. Arthur Johnson, Mr. J. H. Phillipps, Mr. E. Alberga an^Mr D Dn E’ B’

The speeches in connection with the loyal and other special toaLSf/n^ IS°- 
of interest, and contained many kindly references to the West Indies 'V Were ful1
members and their guests seemed fully to enjoy this opportunity If * d Brltlsh Guiana. The 
hospitality of the Club had been the means of providing V f etlng one another, which the

; Don
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XTbe West Jnòian Cricket Cour.
By P. A. Goodman.

The West Indians v. Surrey.

w^ather Prevailed for the two days during which the match lasted, and after lunch on 
. tirst day, J une 25th, some four or five thousand spectators were present. The Surrey captain on 

winning the toss, elected to bat. J. E. Raphael and Tom Hayward were the first batting pair the 
attack being entrusted to Smith and Burton. The first wicket fell at 56, when Hayward skied’ one 
on Layne, and was taken at cover. His innings of 34 was faultless, and, though for him quite small, 
it was enough to show us what a wonderful batsman he is. Hayes came next, and in his usual 
tree style rattled up 54 before he was taken at extra cover oft Smith, having being missed bv the 
same fieldsman the previous ball. J

Up to luncheon matters had fared badly for the Colonials, only two wickets being down for 
Lord Dalmeny played one on and Raphael was run out by a smart bit of fielding 

on,°* ,yne- had batted for two hours and twenty minutes, and in his innings of 77 
exhibited considerable caution after being badly missed at first slip when 8 runs. Although the 
remaining batsmen made some useful scores, their cricket was nothing out of the common, and the 
venture finally closed for 306. The comparatively cheap dismissal of the latter Surrey batsmen was 
wholly due to the efforts of Layne, whose analysis was 7 for 76, six of these being captured after lunch 
at a cost of 32 only.

, Colonials opened their innings very badly, Ollivierre being dismissed by a remarkably 
good catch by Smith, standing rather wide at mid-on, and Layne being cleverly run out by the 
Surrey skipper, when he was well set. Four wickets were down for 47 runs, when a useful stand 
was made by Smith and Harragin. This was brought to an end by Smith being clean bowled by 
ms Surrey namesake, and Harragin soon followed him for a good 23—the top score of the innings. 
Of the others Constantine alone reached double figures, and when stumps were drawn 8 wickets were 
down for 103. The remaining batsmen were quickly disposed of next morning for an additional 
18 runs. Smith, the Surrey bowler, bowled well and got most of the wickets.

_ ^nBemg 185 runS behind’ the Colonials were called upon to follow on, and, although Challenor 
u Ihvierre obtained 37 before a wicket fell, four were down for the addition of but 20 runs. Both 

of these batsmen were out to the first ball after a change, the former being clean bowled by Spring 
and the latter l.b.w. to Hayes. Layne was, as in the first innings, run out, and on Smith’s dismissal, 
Harragin and Austin increased the score by 90 runs before lunch by quite first class cricket.

• 1 j ^sumption of play, all chances of pulling the match out of the fire were dispelled by the 
rapid downfall of three wickets. Austin was run out at 147 for a well played 40, and Harragin was 
caught at second slip for a brilliant 57, which included ten 4s, most of them being beautiful late 
cuts. The eighth wicket fell before an innings defeat had been averted, then Burton joined Con­
stantine. The pair added 48 for the ninth wicket in less than half an hour, a run out again severing 
the partnership. Constantine hit with wonderful power and crispness, and was the last man out 
for a magnificent 47, made at a most critical time.

Surrey was set 46 to get to win, and this task they accomplished without the loss of a wicket, 
altho.ugh Raphael offered an easy chance to cover when about a dozen runs. The West Indians 
thus lost by 10 wickets. The most noteworthy feature of this match was the utter inability on the 
part of the Colonials to judge a run. They lost no fewer than five good wickets through this lament­
able failing, and it is to be hoped that this demoralising shortcoming will be speedily rectified. Another 
remarkable feature too is their impetuosity, their love to have a go at every ball on the off side, no 
matter how many slips there may be. They must remember that they are playing three day matches 
and not half day ones as they do in the Colonies, and I feel sure that better results will reward their 
efforts.

SURREY.
First Innings.

Hayward, c Olliviere b Layne .. 34
J. E. Raphael, run out .. .. 71
Hayes, c Constantine b Smith .. 54
Lord Dalmeny (capt.), b Parker 21
Baker, c Parker b Layne.. .. 23
Goatly, c Ollivierre .. .. 25
Stedman, b Layne .. .. .. 16
Spring, b Layne .. .. .. 21
Moulder, l.b.w., b Layne .. 20
Smith, c Harragin, b Layne .. 5
Rushby, not out .. .. 1

Byes 12 ; l.-b., 2 ; n.-b., 1 15

Second Innings.

not out .. .. .. 29

not out ............................18

WEST INDIANS.

Total.. . • 306 Total (no wkt. .. 47

First Innings.
R. A. Ollivierre, c Smith, b Rushby 11
G. Challenor, b Smith .. .. 8
Layne, run out .. .. .. 21
S. G. Smith, b Smith .. .. n
A. E. Harragin, b Spring .. 23 
H. B. G. Austin (capt.), c Dal­

meny, b Rushby .. .. .. 4
L. Constantine, b Smith .. .. 12
C. K. Bancroft, c Hayward, b

Rushby .. .. .. .. 7
C. S. Morrison, run out .. .. 2
Burton, not out .. .. .. 7
J. E. Parker, st. Stedman, b Smith 4

Byes, 9 ; l.-b., 1; w. 1 .. ii

Total ... .. .. 121

Second Innings.
l.b.w., b Hayes .. .. jg
b Spring ...........................2g
run out . . .. .. 7
b Hayes ..................... ' x
c Hayward, b Moulder .. 57

ran out ...........................4O
b Spring ...........................47

b Moulder..............................
l.b.w., b Moulder .. .. I2
run out .. .. .. 19
not out .. .. .. o

Byes, 2 ; w., 1; l.-b., 1 4

Total .. ,. 231



328 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR July 4, 190b

BOWLING ANALYSIS.

First Innings.

Smith 
Burton 
Layne 
Morrison

M.

22.5 
9

4

- R.
80
30
76

Layne 
Morrison 
Burton

Second Innings, 
o. M.
5

•3

R.

19
24

Rushby 
Smith 
Spring

First Innings, 
o. M.
!3 
17-4

5

49

8

3

Second Innings.

Parker ..18 1 72
Smith bowled one no-ball. Rushby bowled a wide.

Smith 
Rush Oy 
Hayes 
Spring 
Moulder

Moulder

>8 6 38 
59
39 
5°

bowled one no-ball.
3

Umpires—V. A. Titchmarsh and W. Richards.

The West Indians v. Wiltshire.

Owing to heavy rain this match did not start till 3 p.m. on June 29th. The spin of the coin 
being against us we were called on to take the field, and Wiltshire on a wicket rendered extremely 
easy by the heavy rains compiled 235, none of our bowlers except Smith doing themselves justice. 
The total, however, would not have been so large, had an easy chance of Newman’s to extra 
cover been accepted. He subsequently added 68 to his score and was well supported by Stevens 
and Warrilow. The innings came to an end just before the drawing of stumps.

We began our innings on the following morning in a very disastrous manner by losing four 
wickets for three runs. The wicket was drying quickly, and the bowlers receiving every assistance 
from it did as they liked with the ball. Goodman and Smith then become associated and added 
86 before the latter was well taken at point for a well played 52- Two runs later Goodman was 
also given his quietus. No one else did much with the exception of Austin, who played a splendid 
innings of 33 not out, and the innings closed at 149.

In their second innings our opponents had a taste of the wicket on which we had again and 
again been stuck up, and fared even worse than we had, making only 83.

Ollivierre going on rather late in the innings captured four wickets for five runs in four 
overs. Once more a chance from Overton was missed and caused their score to be some dozen 
runs more than it would otherwise have been. With 169 left us to win in two hours we started 
our second venture with the hope of making the runs in the time. Disaster attended our efforts 
in this direction, for Ollivierre, Harragm, Challenor and Learmond were all out for about twenty 
runs The wicket was as bad as ever, and though Austin and Smith and subsequently Layne 
tried hard to avert defeat and secure a draw, we were all out within five minutes of time for 81“

First Innings.
Mr. J. E. Stevens, b S. Smith 
Mr. H. M. Butterworth, st.

Ollivierre, b S. Smith 
Newman, c Learmond. b Burton 
Mr. J. Pugh, b S. Smith 
Mr. E. S. Warrilow, l.b.w., b

S. Smith..
Overton, c Cameron, b Burton 
Mr. R. Reynolds, l.b.w., b S.

Smith
Smith, c Austin, b S. Smith .. 
Mr. A. M. Miller, b S. Smith.. 
Mr. T. Luce, not out
Smart, c Learmond, b S. Smith 

Byes, etc. ..

WILTSHIRE.

45

19
79

33
36

2

2

Total 233

First Innings.

S. Smith 
Burton 
Cumberbatch 
Layne 
Cameron 
Goodman

18
6
3
4
6.

M.

3 93

24
16
18

8
2

Second Innings, 
c Layne, b Smith

b Cumberbatch
c Layne, b Smith
c Austin, b Smith

b Smith ..
b Ollivierre

b Ollivierre
c and b Cumberbatch 
b Ollivierre
not out ..
b Ollivierre

Byes, etc. ..

Total

15

3
3

U

8

2

83

BOWLING 
Second Innings.

Smith .. 18
Cumberbatch 15
Ollivierre .. 2.

M.
6 46

30
5

. WEoT 
F irst Innings.

Mr. R. Ollivierre, st. Luce, b 
Overton .

Mr. R. Chailoner, l.b.w., b 
Overton ..

Mr. G. C. Learmond, c and b 
Overton..

Mr. A. Goodman, b Warrilow
Mr. S. Smith, c Stevens, b 

Miller ..
Mr. A. E. Harragin, l.b.w., b 

Overton..
Mr. H. G. B. Austin,'not out 
Layne, b Smith ..
Mr. D. R. Cameron, run out 
Burton, c Pugh, b Overton 
Cumberbatch, st. Luce, bSmart 

Byes, etc. ..

INDIANS.
Second Innings.

i b Smart ..

=7

52

8
32

9 
2
3

Total
ANALYSIS.

Overton 
Smith 
Smart 
Warr ¡low 
Miller

First Innings, 
o. M.

•■24 7
.. 23 5

R.

58
36

3

49

5

c Pugh, b Smart

b Smart .. 
b Overton

c Butterworth, b Smith

c Pugh, b Overton 
l.b.w., b Smart 
l.b.w., b Smith 
l.b.w., b Smith 
st. Luce, b Smart 
not out........................

Byes, etc. ..

Overton 
Smart 
Smith

Total

Second Inning«

9
>5
6-5

3
5

R. 
s6

3» 
’3

5
7

26

9

5

8t

5
3

Martinique’s Exports. Consular TReports.

The shipments of centrifugal sugar in 1905 amounted to 
being an increase of 6132 tons in quantity and £181 778 i 
madp in Tn — ------ -------- - . i . V' _

30,067 tons, valued £466,101, 
shipments

—«.xx xxx^cdov Ui uxj-z ions in quantity and /181 778 in valn^ ‘ at
made in 1904. In 1905 there were exported 2,014,338 gallons of rtim vTPlre.d 7ith the 
over the exports in r9o4 of 505,063 gallons in quantity Ld an increSe of Fr ats£l36>647, an excess 
of cocoa m 1905 amounted to 1,033,183 lbs., valued at £0. orn of. £38,798 m value. , Exports 
£17,101 in the preceding year. The exports of molasses in ions w agamSt 7O1’628 valued at 
in 1904. On the other hand there were imported, all from Guadeloupe7 in°TS’ “ 338 tons

in 1905, in 1 tons.
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Baden and its Tobacco.

, k The year 1904, in consequence of great heat in July and August, yielded a ripe but very"strong 
tobacco which nobody in Baden dared touch. Dealers and manufacturers would also have nothing to 
say to this tobacco, which instead of being bought up in October was for the most part left hanging 
in the drying houses till February. This proved its salvation. For, exposed to the winter’s frost 

.and winds, the leaf benefited most materially, and became much sweeter and milder. Eventually 
it was brought to market by the peasants in thoroughly sound condition and sold at moderate prices, 
and alter fermentation, especially the second ferment, turned out a really quite superior crop, a 
sweet, freely burning, useful cigar leaf of excellent colour. It was at once readily accepted, and 
fetched prices very satisfactory to dealers.

Exports of Spanish Citrus Fruits.

Shipments of oranges and lemons from Cartagena during the year were as follows :—

United Kingdom . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 894
Germany .................................................. .. / / 101’807
France .. .. .. . . . . . . _ . -
Belgium.......................................................................... ; ; 8,684

Total .. .. 253,845
Besides these boxes there were 14,943 bundles of mandarin oranges despatched to the United 

Kingdom and 13,895 bundles to Germany (10 boxes of 25 oranges in each make a bundle).

Beet Sugar Production in Russia.

The campaign of 1905-06, with 277 factories in operation, showed a production of 875,717 
tons of sugar, or 36,989 tons more than was produced by the previous campaign of 1904-05. The 
stock of sugar on hand from previous campaign equals 172,968 tons, comprising 32,073 tons of the 
inviolable reserve, 112,344 tons of finished sugar, and 28,551 tons of products calculated as white 
crystals, the latter two forming what is known as the “ free reserve.” There will thus be an avail­
able supply of 1,048,685 tons, which is 80,347 tons under the “ normal profitable production ” 
stipulated by the Government as the quantity for the campaign of 1905-06. The actual yielding 
area was 1,324,540 acres, which gave a yield of roots of 7,780,287 tons or 117I cwts. to the acre. 
There was an increase in area of 141,224 acres and in yield of roots of 391,545 tons when compared 
with 1904, and although the area in 1905 was still under that of 1903 by 23,015 acres, yet the yield 
of roots was 192,304 tons more than in that year.

Madeira and Demerara Molasses.

The position of the sugar cane industry in Madeira presents an interesting study to the 
political economist, for he will find there a product of the soil, the cultivation of which, though 
forming one of the two principal industries of the Island for over four centuries, can now only be 
carried on profitably by the help of enormous protective duties, equivalent to 150 to 200 per cent. 
ad valorem, coupled with an arrangement by which the sugar manufacturer binds himself to pay 
exaggeratedly high prices for the whole cane crop of each year, in return for the exclusive privilege 
of importing molasses from Demerara, etc., at a very low rate of duty. The price of cane was 
already about 400 per cent, higher than in the West Indies, and under this arrangement it was further 
raised by 10 per cent. ; it is therefore scarcely surprising that even with the present high import 
duties sugar cannot be manufactured at a profit, and the manufacturer must recoup himself in other 
directions, i.e., by the sale of the neutral spirit which he distils from his cane, and from the imported 
molasses to the wine shipper who requires it for his wine.

Ube Domewarb nbail.
The R.M.S.P. “Tagus” arrived at Southampton at 8.45 on Sunday, July 1st, but 

was not docked until the following morning. It is a pity that when the steamer arrives 
on Sunday evening, the Post Office cannot make arrangements for dealing with the 
letters until the next day. Among the passengers by the “ Tagus ” were the Ven. Archdeacon 
Bindley, D.D., Principal of Codrington College, Barbados; Mr. James Peet, Mr. A. S. 
Kernahan, Mr. and Mrs. W. Gordon-Gordon and Mr. R. Henderson, of Trinidad, and Mr. Carl F. 
Weiting, of British Guiana. Abundant evidence of the state of feeling regarding the suspension 
of the Mail service to British Guiana and the Windward and Leeward Islands, to which reference
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is made in a leading article in the present issue, is to be found in the letters and newspapers 
received by this opportunity. We extract the following notes from the letters of our Hon. 
Correspondents :—

Treasure Seekers in Antigua.
Hon. A. St. G. Spooner, in a letter dated June 13th, complained of the very unsatisfactory 

state of the Mail arrangements, which were necessarily making correspondence irregular. The 
inconvenience must be felt by the Government as well as the planting community, and their 
influence, coupled with the petitions which had been sent in, might have some effect in getting a 
regular carriage of Mails established.

It was satisfactory to note that the recent high prices obtained for Antigua cotton were 
having the effect of bringing land seekers to the Colony. There was a considerable area of land in 
the Island at present not in cultivation, capable of producing high priced cotton ; no doubt a 
continuance of present prices would have the effect of bringing this land into productive order 
once more, to the benefit of all classes of the community and of the Revenue also.

Crop was now generally drawing to a close. The saving clause had been the relatively high 
price obtained lor Antigua muscovado molasses this year; sugar without molasses had been below 
the cost of production on most estates.

There had really been no usual dry season. The weather had been a continuation of 
showers for the past three months, and whilst this weather had generally produced a very luxuriant 
young crop, it had seriously interfered with sugar making and impoverished the juice a good 
deal.

Barbados recuperating; after the Drought.
Writing on June 15th, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne reported that the outward Mail, the 

“ La Plata,” which arrived a day before her time, brought also the usual letters and parcels for 
British Guiana. All these, as well as those for the Northern Islands, had to be stored at the Post 
Office, awaiting the first chance steamer. This must be the first time that such a thing had 
occurred for over sixty years, and it was hardly to be believed that the Colony would put 
up with such a retrograde movement. 1

Sir Gilbert and Lady Carter had left for the United States, and Mr. Knaggs had been sworn 
in as Acting Governor. Mr. E. T. Grannum would act as Colonial Secretary.

There had been no local events of importance during the fortnight. The great bulk of the 
sugar had been sold. The price in the local market was quoted at $1*45 for muscovado $1'85 for 
dark crystals, while there was no quotation for molasses.

During the week from June 6th to 13th, the Island had undergone an entire transform­
ation. From a parched and and wilderness, the young canes alone keeping green and these 
rapidly yellowing, it became a perfect garden. Flowers burst out everywhere trees put forth their 
leaves, shrubs recovered, and canes began to grow visibly. Rain began on the night of the sth and 
in the next twenty-four hours from one to two inches had fallen over the whole Island This wai 
followed day by day with splendid showers, so that at the end of seven days every'estate had 
marked from six to eight inches, some even more. On that day, again (the 15th) a verv heavv rt;« 
had fallen, chiefly, the writer thought in Bridgetown. Themm cou?d not have LneTLo " 
heau bfu Uy; it was gentle, yet determined, and the result had been that the land was now thoroughly 
soaked and there had been nowash. As might be imagined, the opportunity was immediate v 
seized by the industrious planters and population. Cane fields were suDDhed mH™. * ly
potatoes, woolly pyrol, imphee, corn, yams, and every kind of fodder nlanted 1 Al™’ ix sown’ 
apparent, for the earth was only thirsting for the rain. It was a mercv^ WVe
sufficiently thankful, for all vegetation seemed to be at the verge of^eath they could not be 
over, except on a few windmill estates, whose difficulties were, of course increased^?,™ n°W 
The canes were sprouting and rooting, and the juice was becoming so impure thatHt1 11 '6i™"' 
very low, and m some places would not make sugar at all It kthaV^°U ) polarise
would be carried home. Though the rains had h§ad such mar^ the
there were many places where the drought was too deep, and here ratoons wnuld^ y?Ung canes’ 
cotton planted. The foundations of the new cotton factory were iust beintr 5^ k.e dug up and 
that it would be large enough to fulfil all that would be required of it g 1 d’ and Xt Was hoPed

On June 17th, Mr. Alleyne added that splendid showers had confirm^ ± 
estates had registered more than ten inches for the fortnight. tinned to date, and many

T , i 1 i t British Guiana without a Mail
In a letter dated June 14th, Mr. A. Summerson stated that Mr u w „ T 

Delafons had been elected members of the Council of the Planter«’ ac<J + ' Howe11 Jones and Mr. 
and Mackey absent from the Colony, and Mr. Jones had been a mce Messrs. Duncan
of the current year. J a been aPPomted Chairman for the balance

There was very little doing in the sugar market • a small 1
day at a fraction over $1.70. ’ parcel was sold on the previous



July 4, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 331

At a meeting of the Agricultural Society on Thursday, June 14th, the following resolution 
with regard to the Mail service was adopted unanimously :—

Whereas much inconvenience to the public and to the commerce and trade of the colony generally 
results from the present cessation of regular Mail connection with the United Kingdom : Be it resolved—That 
the members of the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society in general meeting assembled protest against 
this unsatisfactory state of matters, and desire to impress upon the home Government the great importance 
of securing a regular Mail service between the Colony and the United Kingdom. And further that His 

■ Excellency the Acting Governor be asked to be good enough to forward copies of this resolution to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and to His Majesty’s Postmaster-General.

The weather had been showery and favourable for cultivation, which had responded, and 
there was every prospect, given a further spell of good weather, of a fair crop in October-December 
next. The labour supply was expected to be equal to requirements.

The Dominica Lime Crop.
Writing on June 16th, Mr. E. A. Agar reported that the cable was interrupted about mid­

day on the 9th and repaired on the 12th.
A Planters’ Association had been formed with Mr. H. A. Frampton as Chairman, and the 

writer as Hon. Secretary, with the object of promoting free discussion on agricultural matters 
among planters only. Hon. A. D. Lockhart, and Messrs. J. Cox Fillan, A. C. Shillingford, P. F. 
Cox, George Carew, and G. L. Penrice, with the Chairman and Hon. Secretary were appointed to 
draft the rules.

The weather continued to be all that could be wished, plenty of rain with enough sunshine. 
The lime crop, which promised to be splendid, would shortly be coming in.

Grenada and the Canadian Exhibition.
Mr. C. Falconer Anton informed us in his letter of June 12th, that the Permanent Exhibition 

Committee had decided that Grenada should occupy a place at the Canadian Exhibitions.
The Archbishop of Trinidad, who left in the previous week, had been spending a couple of 

weeks or more in the Island on a pastoral visit. There was a public meeting in the market square 
on Whit Monday, at which His Grace spoke on the education question.

Our Hon. Correspondent forwarded to us a copy of a resolution which was proposed by 
the Hon. G. S. Seton-Browne, seconded by Mr. David Slinger, and passed unanimously at a meeting 
of the Agricultural and Commercial Society of Grenada on Friday, May nth, regarding the suspension 
of the Mail service. The resolution is as follows :—

I he Royal Mail Steam Packet Company having decided to discontinue the Inter-Colonial steamer 
after that due to leave Grenada on June 4th next, this meeting is unanimously of opinion that the dislocation 
of trade that must result from such discontinuance of Inter-Colonial communication and from the absence of 
regular steam service with the Mother Country will inevitably cause a serious deviation of trade from Great 
Britain to the United States of America, and generally be most injurious to both the Agricultural and Com­
mercial interests of the Colony.

Resolved—That a deputation of this Society do wait upon His Excellency the Governor to impress 
upon the Government the urgent necessity of at once telegraphing to the Right Honourable the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, asking that immediate steps be taken with a view to arranging for a regular 
fortnightly steam service between Great Britain and the West Indies for which this Colony will be prepared 
to contribute a sum not exceeding ¿1000, the proportion paid by Grenada under the late contract, provided 
a guarantee is given that the present rate of freight will not be raised during the term of such cpntract.

The deputation referred to waited on the Governor on the same day, and were cordially 
received. He promised to telegraph to the Secretary of State, and this was duly done.

On the 22nd and 23rd the Legislative Council met to discuss the new Education Ordinance.
Mrs. H. E. McEwen, of Sans Souci in St. Andrew, was enrolled a member of the Agricultural 

Society at the General Meeting on May nth. Mr. John Munro, of Victoria, St. Mark, and Mr. 
R. H. G. Wells, of Mirabeau, St. Andrew, were also elected.

The dry weather had come to an end, and there had been some days of heavy rain.

Cotton Planting progressing in Nevis.
The Hon. C. A. Shand, writing on June 13th, said that the present conditions with regard 

to the Mails were absolutely heartrending, and they could only pray that relief might soon be 
afforded them.

Nevis had not suffered so much as other Islands from the exodus of labourers to the canal 
zone, and the latest accounts of the conditions which prevailed at the Isthmus were not calculated 
to offer inducements to immigrants. In Antigua a bill has been passed penalising unauthorised 
agents, and it would really be a good move to extend its operations over the whole of the Colony.

Since last advices they had had glorious rains, about 6*7 inches for the month, so the land 
was in lovely condition for planting cotton, and the start off this year would be very different 
to that of 1905. As two large sugar estates were being planted in cotton instead of sugar, the 
acreage would be high for 1907, and it was hoped that the lessons learnt this season might lead 
planters to adopt every precaution so as to ensure the best possible results.
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St. Kitts and shipping facilities for Sugar.

In a letter dated June 1st, Mr. Chas. A. Smith reported that the weather during May was 
satisfactory; the young crops were coming on as finely as could be wished and the sugar 
crop being reaped was exceeding all expectations. Owing to this, the reaping season would 
run on for a much longer period than usual. Cotton planting had begun. The first consignment 
of St. Vincent seed from the Imperial Department of Agriculture was not up to the mark, and 
in consequence, as it was planted as a catch crop, valuable time had been lost.

A movement was on foot to raise a memorial to the late Sir Robert Bromley by public sub­
scription, and an influential Committee had been appointed to deal with the matter.

Mr. Manchester was recovering from his long illness, though at a critical time he suffered a 
sad bereavement by the loss of his wife.

The suggestion that shippers were to blame in the matter of the lack of space for St. Kitts 
sugar in the steamers of Messrs. Pickford and Black was resented in the Island, and it was pointed 
out that since shipping to Halifax became general, on no single occasion during crop had shippers 
in St. Kitts had a sufficiency of space allotted to them, and in many cases, as the steamer agents 
in the Island could testify, sugar already carted had been left on the b.each, and it was said that 
it would be a difficult matter for Messrs. Pickford and Black to point to an instance in which during 
the crop season any of their steamers went on without a full load, as might be inferred from Mr. 
Black’s remarks published in a recent Circular. Where engagements in other Islands might have 
been forfeited, any deficiency could always be made good from the stock on hand in St. Kitts curing 
houses, if a couple of hours’ notice were given. It was held, therefore, that Mr. Black’s remarks were 
misleading to the extent of permitting an idea to get abroad that the steamers of their line went 
on with less than a full load, where ordinary precautions were taken to obtain one. While it was 
felt that Messrs. Pickford and Black had done their best for the Island as the last port of call in the 
past, the members of the community were hurt at blame being attached to them in a matterwhere 
they had always been ready and willing, if opportunity were given, of providing the needed com­
plement to supply the deficiencies of other Islands.

[The remarks of Mr. Black to which our friends in St. Kitts take exception, appeared in the 
West India Committee Circular No. 182, p. 127. It is only fair to Mr. Black to say that he had not 
an opportunity of correcting a proof, and he did not, moreover, specifically refer to St. Kitts.__Ed.]

St. Vincent enjoys rain.
Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co., writing on June 16th, said that the change of weather during 

the past two weeks had been very beneficial to cultivation generally. They had been making much 
of it, to get in a good acreage in cotton, which product seemed likely to be the staple one of St 
Vincent in the future. 1

A better outlook for Trinidad cocoa.
When the Hon. G. T. Fenwick, C.M.G., wrote on June 18th, the Railway Extension 

Committee was pursuing its enquiries, and had visited the Poole and Siparia Districts The new 
Bankruptcy Ordinance was completed.

It was pleasing to learn that some satisfactory arrangement was likely to be arrived at 
which would serve Demerara and the Northern Islands. For some time now the service to and 
from Trinidad had been very regular, and the general public seemed satisfied with it

Rains, mostly moderate but occasionally heavy, had fallen every day of the 'fortnight and 
all descriptions of cultivation had greatly benefited thereby. The spring of canes for iro, was 
most promising and the prospects for the December cocoa crop had in consequence much improved 
During the past fortnight considerable deliveries had been made, but owing to the strongTeman 1 
prices had again hardened. Fine Estates were quoted at 54/- Mixed Estates at co/ a Jr 
at 52/- per 5o kilos, C.&F. Havre, but these quotations must be considered ¿ nominal OrdlPary 

having been possible at the same. The strong demand for Venezuelans indicated in Mr 
last letter still continued, and with a slight improvement in the qualities Fenwick’s
Arrivals from the Mainland had not been on a large scale, and ' ‘
more serious than at first anticipated.

, prices had again risen, 
the damage to the crop was even

Totals of last report 
June ist.—S.S. ~

, 2nd.—S.S.
, 5th.—S.S.
, 8th.—S.S.
, 11 th.—S.S.
, 15th.—S.S,
, 15 th.—S.S.
, 15th.—S.S.
, 15th.—S.S.

St. Germain ”
• Maracas ”
'Orinoco”
Caroni ”
Prins Fred. Hend.
Mar aval ”
Prins Willem IV.
Savan ”
La Plata ”

Shipments.
83.473 bags, Trinidad 

70°
3.557 ..

690
350 „
69 ..

2,099
935 „

33 ..
Joo

21,421 bags, Venezula
209
202

82
288
474

Totals to date ■, 92,006 bags, Trinidad 22,676 bags, Venezuela.’

Europe.
New York.
Europe.

New York.

Europe.

New York.
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Our Xibrarp.
Tropical Life, Vol. 11., No. 5.—The June number devotes a leading article to “The advantages of 

Trinidad oil as fuel in the sugar house,” in which, quoting Professor Coates, of Louisiana, it is shown that 
petroleum possesses many advantages over coal. Six barrels or one ton of 2000 lbs. of oil would be equal to 
i-8 tons of coal. It is claimed on its behalf that it costs less to handle and can be fed mechanically, and much 
higher efficiency can be got out of it than in the case of coal. The advantage of a Trinidad supply to the West 
Indies is pointed out, especially for sugar estates, but as the latter burn nothing but megass or at the most a 
small quantity of coal, the use would hardly come in to a large extent with them. There are, however, a variety of other 
uses to which it could be applied as fuel. The issue contains articles on the Witch-broom Disease in Surinam, 
by Dr. Van Hall ; Rubber in Samoa, and a variety of other interesting matter in connection with tropical 
agriculture.

IHotes of Sntcrest
Bim v. Pat. The Globe draws attention to the fact that on one occasion the Barbados 

Legislature passed an Alien Immigration Ordinance in which Irishmen were specifically included 
to be excluded.
“Carib, London.” For the convenience of members of the West India Committee visiting this 

country, arrangements have been made by which they can have their cables addressed to them 
c/o Carib, London, in either the 4th or 5th edition of the A.B.C. Code.

Trinidad Mr. E. H. Cunningham-Craig, who returned to Trinidad by the R.M.S.P.
Oil Fields. “ Orinoco ” on June 28th, will remain in the Colony until next May, when he 

will resume his duties under the Board of Education in Scotland. It is to be regretted that, 
owing to the demand on his services in this country, he will be unable to complete the survey 
of the Trinidad oil fields.

Smuggled The two mineral water manufacturers and the traveller prosecuted at the
Saccharine. Thames Police Court for alleged “ harbouring ” of saccharine, were discharged

on June 28th, but immediately rearrested, with a view to proceedings being taken against them 
in the High Court. It was stated that a quantity of saccharine was found hidden in wooden 
discs, which passed the Customs as “ table tops.”

Cherchez It is not generally known that the first beet sugar in the United States was
les Femmes. made in Utah as far back as 1851. The Mormons seemed to have been especially

interested in securing their own sugar supply, and Elder John Taylor was sent to Europe in 
1850 to study beet manufacture. Brigham Young established a small factory for making syrup, 
sugar crystallised from which was quite palatable.

Evaporation. MM. Pfache and Bouillon have invented a system of single evaporation in 
which the temperature of the vapour from evaporation is raised by compression in a Sautter Harle 
rotatory compressor, and the vapour therefrom used over again. It is doubtful whether any advan­
tage would be derived from this compared with the converse system by multiple evaporation,, in 
which the necessary difference of temperature is obtained by lowering the boiling point of the liquid 
instead of raising the temperature of the heating medium. The constant exposure of syrups to tem­
peratures gradually getting higher instead of lower as concentration goes on, would be against 
the process so far as sugar is concerned. On the other hand, the fact of the evaporation being 
single is in its favour.

if the Cap Fits. We regret to say that there are still a certain number of members of the 
West India Committee who have not yet paid their subscription for the current year, due on 
January 1st last. We can only believe that this is due to an oversight. By a resolution of the 
Executive, it has been decided that the West India Committee Circular shall not be sent to 
members over six months in arrears of their subscription, and such members as have not yet 
forwarded their subscriptions are hereby informed that this rule must be rigidly adhered to, and 
that after a reasonable time has elapsed to permit of a reply to this request for the subscriptions 
due being received from the Colonies, the Circular will be no longer sent to those in arrears. We 
hope that members will endeavour to facilitate the work of our Hon. Treasurers and be prompt 
in payment.

Wcatber 'telegrams*
British Guiana—(Messrs. Booker Bros. McConnell & Co.), July 2nd, “Weather showery and favourable fo 

cultivation.” Jamaica—(The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended June 30th, “Port Antonio—14th 
and 17th, Rainy, others Fine. Kingston—14th to 18th, Heavy rains, 19th and 20th Fine.”
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Ube lEbitor’s Sharp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a ITest Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Tues., June 26th—88 % Beet, 8/2| steady. . . . .
Wed., June 27th—Mr. Arthur á Beckett lectured in Jamaica at the Royal Societies Club.—Mr. Justice Cucie 

Smith entertained by the West Indian Club.—Beet 8/2J quiet.
Thur., June 28th—Conversazione of the Royal Colonial Institute.—Beet 8/2^- quiet.
Fri., June 29th—The King’s Birthday celebrated.—Beet 8/2£ steady.
Sat., June 30th—Mr. J. Chamberlain spoke on Colonial Preference at Sandon Heath (see Times, July 2nd).— 

Beet (Morning Call) 8/2f steady.
Sun., July 1st—Dominion Day.—The American Boat Express wrecked at Salisbury.—Sir Wilfrid Lawson,

M.P. and Señor Manuel Garcia died.
Mon. July 2nd—The R.M.S.P. “ Tagus ” arrived at Southampton.—The Times gave particulars of the proposed 

British Empire Club.—Beet 8/3^- steady.
Tues., July 3rd—Deputation to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Postmaster-General on the subject of 

Anglo-American Penny Postage.—Beet 8/4^- steady.
Wed., July 4th—The R.M.S. “Port Henderson” arrived at Avonmouth from Jamaica.—Cricket: The West 

Indians v. Hampshire : Hampshire won by six wickets.—Beet (Afternoon Call) 8/4I steady.

Ube /ibails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.—Home Arrivals per R.M.S.P. “Tagus” (Capt. C. F. Laws), 

July ist: Capt. and Mrs. Benson, Dr. and Mrs. R. J. Carlisle, Miss L. F. Wickham, Mrs. Murray, Miss Macfarlane, 
Mr. F. G. Aflalo, Mr. and Mrs. H. Leonard, Mr. H. B. Way, Mr. O. Brenklow, Mr. E. F. Flower, Mr. C. H. Mollens, 
Mr. and Mrs. V. Alibert, Miss Lietti, Mr. G. W. Brenner, Mr. J. Brook, Mr. E. Rosenquist, Mr. Hopkins, 
Mr. F. Restrepo, Mr. and Mrs. Robledo, Miss Rosa Gutierrez, Mr. Julio Gutierrez, Mr. Jorge Gutierrez, Mr. E. 
Gutierrez, Mr. and Mrs. S. Guarin, Mr. G. Guarin, Mr. P. Santamaria, Mr. L. E. Villegas, Mr. E. Lemare, Mr. R. 
Jaramillo A, Mr. D. Jaramillo A, Mr. Aurelio Correa U, Mrs. M. de Pulido, Mr. H. L. Boulton, Dr. and Mrs. O. 
Lima, Mr. A. Pam, Mr. V. Loewenstein, Mrs. M. de Cufflin, Mr. J. L. Gorrondona, Mr. J. Pimentel, Mr. A. Pimentel, 
Mr. A. V. Pimentel, Mrs. J. Glendinning, Mrs. J. Haynes, Mrs. H. Caracciolo, Mr. J. Peet, Rev. G. A. and 
Mrs. Taitt, Mr. E. B. Connell, Miss Archibald, Mr. A. S. Kernahan, Miss Nugent, Mr. E. C. Coryat, Mrs. W. M. 
Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. W. Gordon-Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. E. Bowen, Mrs. Carry, Mr. and Mrs.' J. A. Gordon, 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer, Dr. and Miss Gravely, Mr. H. S. Smith, Mrs. Casalta, Miss Llewellyn, Miss G. Llewellyn, 
Mrs. Arbuckle, Mr. and Mrs. R. Henderson, Mr. Selway, Miss Harragin, Miss K. Bushe, Miss H. Owen, Miss I. 
Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. Hardy, Mr. W. Stewart, Rev. H. R. Davies, Mr. A. Thomson, Mr. F. W. Hutson, 
Mr. C. F. Wieting, Miss L. Martin, Mr. and Mrs. E. Henderson, Miss Nicholls, Mr. O. G. Carter, Miss Holt, 
Miss Mather, Mr. and Mrs. F. A. G. Collymore, Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Collymore, Mr. H. A. Collymore, Ven. 
Archdeacon Bindley, D.D., Mr. F. Smith, Miss L. H. Doyle, Rev. J. Sumner, Mr. C. A. Bartlett, Mrs. E. C. e Croner, 
Mr. A. Runak, Mr. G. Nicholson, Mr. E. Verstappen.

Outward Bookings—per R.M.S.P. “Tagus” (Capt. H. D. Doughty), July 19th: Mr. E. Drescher, Miss 
Ramsay, Mr. Abbott, Mr. A. Russell, Mr. J. R. Bancroft, Mrs. Ross, Mr. E. R. Blundstone, Mr. H. Leotaud 
Mr. J. Russell, Mr. W. Thomson, Mr. Teran, Mrs. P. Roca.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service.—Sailings per R.M.S. “Port Kingston” (Capt J G 
Pa sons), June 30th: Jamaica—Mr. and Mrs. W. Anderson, Mr. V. Armstrong, Mr. J. L. Beaumont Mr E 
Brantwood, Miss S. L. Cover, Mr. H. A. Cooper, Mr. S. A. G. Cox, Mr. F. Clarke, Mr. J. R. Coggan, Mr. K. V Colville 
Miss G. Dunn, Miss J. Eakin, Capt. S. H. Hingley, Mrs. W. Kitchings, Mr. A. H. Hart, Miss Hadden Mr. R Maclver’ 
Mr. J. L. Jeffrey, Mr. E. Johnston, Mrs. F. H. Larnder, Mr. J. B. G. Lynch, Mr. C. B. S. Monfries Mr E a’ 
Macnee, Mr. W. Madge, Mr. P. G. Masters, Mrs. and Miss Morcom, Mr. G. Moore, Mr. E. B. Muff Mr ’ T Powell 
Mrs. C. Phang, Mr. J H. Peggs. Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Phillipps, Mr. R. Raw, Mr. Shaw, Mr. E D* Tavlor’ 
Mr. E. Verley. Bermuda—Hon. Lieut, and Mrs. Browne, Capt. J. A. F. Cuffe, Rev. T. Davidson Mrs Davidson’ 
Mr. A. J. Walker, Mr. J. Short, Mr. J. Westwood, Mr. G. Wood. J aviason’ Mrs- Davidson,

Sports of jprobuce from tbe Wiest Jnbies,
Jßarbabos.

Jan. ist to June 15th.
Jßrftisb Guiana.

Jan. ist to June 15th.
Jamaica.

April ist to May 27th.
'Crinibab.

Jan. ist to June 18th.
Grcnaba.

Oct. ist to June 13th.

Sugar
1906

32,627
1905.

18,109 tons.
1906.

31,293
1905.

23,347 tons
1906.
4,390

1905.
3,749 tons

1906.
4t5,4«o

1905.
270,966 bags & brls.

1906. 1905.

Molasses .. 47,746 30,434 puns. 1,303 1,652 csks. —
Í *,539 2,887 puns. 1

178 trcs. :
165 brls. J 
346 puns

__
Rum
Cattle Foou

— — 7,925 5,642 puns 374,322 383,434 galls.
I 2

2 -—
& Molascuit — — 3.i9t 2,794 tons —
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Coconuts ..
Copra

—
—

3,3co

50.538

7,803 lbs.

237,271

*3,442
7,487 

t,187,745

7,104 cwts. 
o 3,568 „ 
804,410

15,158,900
16.160 

5,938,355

*9,363,935 lbs.
**,930 „ 

4,779,*40

49,550 57,227 bags.

Cotton
Cotton Seed

—
_ — _ 11,676 *7,599 lbs.

8,308 
—

5,150 bags
988 6^6 bales.

Asphalt 
Oranges 
Bananas

—
—

— — 4,727,226 *,295,900
61,442 54,298 tons

5,692 4,426 bags.

Pimento _ 2,687,703 2,739,999 bunches. _ —
Spice 
Gold 
Diamonds ..

— — — —
12,899 11,778 cwts. — — . Í 3,707 3,716 bils.

—
40,596 

788
39,3^7 02s.
2.25« carats

— —

1
11

— Sp
ic

e
 

51
» 473 Jbrls.

47* cases.
165 baps.
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No. LXXI.

1bon IRobert Stewart Bucber Warner, Ik.C.

Cbe West Snbfa Committee TRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

July 10th, 1906

Telegrams: " Cabib, London." Telephone: 6642 Central.

T the meetings of Chambers of Commerce 
of the Empire now being held in Lon­

don, the Georgetown, British Guiana, Chamber 
will move a resolution pledging the Congress 
to ask the Imperial Government to assist the 
Colonies in providing an all-British and reliable 
means of cable communication with and between 
our West Indian Colonies. There is no doubt 
such a resolution will have the fullest support of 
the delegates of the other West Indian Colonies 
represented which have for years past complained 
of the constant interruptions in communication, 
the heavy message rates in force, and the 
wretched quality of the press news supplied. 
The interruptions have been exasperating, lead­
ing as they have done to no inconsiderable loss 
to planters and merchants; especially when they 
have occurred, as they have done so often, in 
crop time. The high message rates have proved 
an effective check to commerce, amounting as 
they do to as much as 7s. for messages between 
the Mother Country and British Guiana, and

5s. id. in the case of Trinidad, though Jamaica, through her all-British cable, enjoys the comparatively 
low rate of 3s. per word, and a message can be sent from London to Havana for is. 8d. The
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press news, moreover, to which our friends in the West Indies have been treated, is a constant 
source of reproach. On February 22nd last, Mr. Winston Churchill said that the Secretary of 
State was aware of the desirability of improving telegraphic communication in the British West 
Indies, and from what we gather from the remarks made by Sir Henry Jackson at the recent 
meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee, matters are now again at a critical stage. 
It appears that a Departmental Committee, of which the Governor of Trinidad and Sir Frederic 
Hodgson are members, and on which there are also representatives of the Admiralty, the Colonial 
Office and the Post Office, has been sitting. They are believed to have completed their labours, 
and the question now appears to have resolved itself into one of pounds, shillings and pence. If the 
Treasury will assist financially, the scheme to be adopted will probably be the laying of a cable from 
Bermuda to Barbados, and the linking up of the other West Indian Colonies in such a manner 
as will give them direct all-British communication with the Mother Country through Halifax. 
If, however, the Treasury remains obdurate and will not help financially, other means must be 
devised for improving matters, and it is understood that an attempt will be made to connect Jamaica 
with the other West Indian Colonies by wireless telegraphy. If this can be satisfactorily accomplished, 
the Colonies will thus secure all-British communication. But can it be successfully accom­
plished? That is the question, and with the information at present before us we must admit that

that a

we are not very confident that it can. Wireless telegraphy is at present in its infancy. It has 
not yet been put to practical commercial use over long distances, and we may, therefore, be excused for 
feeling some degree of scepticism on this point. We may, however, rest assured that the Colonial 
Office will not allow anything to be done hastily, and though the establishment of a wireless system 
for a less capital outlay than two years subsidy to a cable may sound attractive on the face of it, they 
will, we feel sure, realise what hopeless confusion might arise in the event of the establishment and 
subsequent breakdown of such a system. While we are strongly in favour of the linking up of 
those Colonies which are close together, such as Trinidad and Tobago, St. Kitts and" Nevis 
and Antigua and Montserrat with one another by wireless telegraphy, it is well 
note of warning regarding a larger scheme should be sounded. We are quite open to 
conviction; but so far we are by no means convinced that “wireless” can be used for business 
purposes over long distances. If it could be so used, one might well ask why the Pacific 
cable was laid so recently at enormous expense? No, we must still adhere to our opinion‘ that 
the most practical way of improving the present condition of affairs is to lav Ilf 
Bermuda to Barbados, and we do not yet feel that the resources of finance have been exhausUinT 
endeavour to provide funds for this purpose. If the Treasury cannot assist with mn ‘ \
an Imperial guarantee of the Colonial Government subsidies be given Thi^ - mi§ht nOt
report of the sub-committee of the West India Committee would facility ’ SUggested in the 
rate of interest for the provision of the necessary cables ’ We
service most, if not all, of our West Indian Colonies would be quite prepared^ h
which were paid by them before they were cut down as a protest against the the Subsidles

service. The suggestions of the sub-committee of the West India C • ° en°ratlon of the
proposed subsidy for twenty years, but if it is felt that this period is hel^tTh^ *
as before its termination wireless telegraphy might be r i ,. ° °° Iong’ lnasmuch
"*> a. pay ¡„.IW .X X""' 1 T~-,

tte cables by fc C-M Ofc. „0 CofcM ~ “
time of war. ' 01 an all-British

made of 
cable in

TN the Barbados Agricultural Reporter of May 28th 
A criticism of his article in relation to central factories Mr. E. C. Jackman, commenting 

m arbados in our issue of April 25th last’on our
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again points to the exceptional conditions, due to small but special markets, which bring abnormally 
high value to her products, notably molasses, an argument which has so often been brought forward 
by planters against the installation of central factories in Barbados. Although it is true that the high 
price which the Barbados planters have of late years obtained for their molasses has introduced a 
factor into the question which on the face of it takes away from the value to their industry of central 
factories, what security is there of the continuance of the market ? Though the rapidly diminishing 
supplies of muscovado molasses point to the probability of continued high prices, a collapse is not 
beyond the bounds of possibility. This Mr. Jackman recognises. “If the molasses market were 
to break permanently, some improved process of manufacture would be absolutely necessary.” The 
whole question turns upon whether the Barbados planters prefer to wait for this before they strengthen 
their position. There is another point in Mr. Jackman’s letter also which calls for comment, and that 
is the price he states that the canes cost the planter. He says “ the cost of growing is generally 
between 12s. to 13s. per ton.” We are loath to believe that this is the case, but if it is, it is all the 
more reason for the erection of central factories. In the event of the failure of the molasses market, 
it would be impossible for estates to go on making sugar on a paying basis with such an initial cost of 
canes, while there would be a fair profit, at normal prices, with a central factory, even under these 
conditions. Anything like a return of the old time profits must not be looked for. It seems to us 
that there is nothing between the windmill, with a mixed cultivation so as to safeguard against the 
chances of a special market for sugar and molasses, and the central factory. Cotton, bananas, and 
other so-called ‘ minor industries would, in the former case, do much to minimise any sugar danger. 
On the other hand, however, it must not be overlooked that the profits on them will inevitably come 
down to the dead level represented by full production. These are all points which have to be carefully 
considered. They constitute factors in the agriculture of such an Island as Barbados which require 
special consideration ; but which even then cannot, however, escape the general economic law of con­
centration in relation to competition.

Mr. Chamberlain’s birthday was celebrated on Saturday last with a degree of popular enthu­
siasm which tells its own tale. The high esteem in which he is held in the city of his adoption 

was shown in a striking manner in Birmingham, and one does not require to call to mind the reception 
which is always accorded to his name whenever it is mentioned at any gathering of His Majesty’s 
subjects from Greater Britain, to realise that he is equally respected and esteemed in our Colonies. 
Everyone will, we think, admit that the condition of the West Indies has undergone a decided 
improvement since the visit of the Royal Commission of 1897, for the appointment of which 
Mr. Chamberlain was responsible. Moreover, it will not be forgotten that he was a member of the 
Government which decided that the foreign sugar bounties should be abolished, and equality of 
opportunity restored to British sugar producers in British markets. The Colonies with which we are 
concerned, have, therefore, special reason to be grateful to this great statesman. During Mr. Cham­
berlain’s tenure of office as Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Colonial Office, from being a 
comparatively minor department of State, was raised to a level of importance which it had never 
reached before. Under his administration, the lethargy, which used to characterise it, gave place to a 
state of activity which has become a tradition of the Department, and will, we sincerely hope, continue 
for many years to come. During the present week the festivities are being continued, and we are not, 
therefore, too late in adding, as we do, ours, to the innumerable expressions of congratulation which 
are reaching the right honourable gentleman from every part of the Empire, and from Public and 
Press at home, irrespective of parties.
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1bon. IRobert Stewart Hueber Warner, 1k.C.
it is hard to believe that the subject of the portrait which appears on the first page of this issue 

was born as far back as 1859. But we have Mr. Warner’s authority for saying that that was indeed 
the year in which the future Solicitor-General first saw the light. The son of Charles William 
Warner, C.B., Attorney-General of Trinidad for many years and a personal friend of Froude, he was 
educated at Queen’s Royal College in Port-of-Spain, and subsequently Oriel, the Oxford College 
which had also the honour of imparting a liberal education to his brother “ Plum.” He was called 
to the Bar, as a Member of the Inner Temple, in 1882. He married a daughter of Sir William 
Robinson, a former Governor of Trinidad, where he owns cocoa estates, and is a founder of the newly- 
formed Trinidad Cocoa Planters’ Association. As a cricketer he is no less distinguished than as a 
lawyer, and “ Auchie,” as he is popularly called, is a Vice-President of the Queen’s Park Cricket 
Club, and has done an immense amount of good to the cricket of the Colony. But more than that, he 
was unanimously selected as captain of the first West Indian Cricket Team which visited this country 
in 1902, a position which he showed himself well qualified to hold. He is also keen on golf, and a 
thorough good sportsman.

©ver tbe Ibousetops in IRoseau.
Our full-page illustration is from a photograph taken from a housetop of housetops in Roseau 

ominica. The houses for the most part are built of wood on a stone or concrete foundation, and 
the roofs, which form a conspicuous feature of the picture, are covered with “ shingles,” or tile-shaped 
pieces of wood. The streets, which are paved with cobble-stones, have gutters running down the 
middle to carry off the ram water. It was m Roseau that Père Labat, at the close of the seventeenth 
century met Madame Ou vernard, the pure-blooded Carib Queen of the Island, who was then too 
years old, and presented her with two bottles of brandy.

Ube Xecture on Cotton.
Tickets for the lecture to be delivered by Sir Daniel Morris the Tmnerial r

Agriculture for the West Indies, on “ The present position and prospects of the Sea Island Cotton 
Industry in the West Indies,” at 4 p.m., on Thursdav Tnlv Tnk „ u Ui . T11?1 ^otton 
Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane’ London, E.C. °W ° °btamed from the

Ube West Jnbia Committee.
The next election of Members to the West India Committee will Ka BaM _____

Candidates’ forms and full particulars regarding Membership can be obtain^T^^ I2th*
Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, f5, Seething fr°m A1Sernon E-

Ube Continuance ot tbe Sugar Convention.
The following letter was addressed by the West India Cnmm;« * 1

Secretary of State for the Colonies, on June 7th :__ Committee to the Earl of Elgin,

My Lord,

We have the honour to transmit herewith a conv nf o ~ 1
meeting of the Westmoreland Sugar Planters’ AssociatioPn ,resol«tion passed at a recent 
with which they have learnt that the Imperial the great ala™
Brussels Convention, and requesting the West India Comm’H- t demded to denounce the 
His Majesty’s Government would, il the circumsta^^ Co'°nial Offi“ *
endeavour to negotiate a reciprocal commercial treatv with h r ,to Permit the Colony to 
take effect in September, 1908. y Wlth the United States of America, to

Bannenmm on March 27th,^hough^ Committee11 made by Sir Henry Campbell
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be a. renewal of cartel bounties in Austria and Germany. In this case, not only will the sugar 
wiUalso be struTaf th” and,otherf Parts °f world be jeopardised, but a serious blow 
will also be struck at the jam and confectionery industries of the United Kingdom, who are so 
argely dependent upon a continued supply of cheap sugar, and we hope that this point will not

lost sip nt 01 •
We may remind your Lordship that it has been carefully estimated that the failure of the 

sugar industry m the West Indies would probably involve His Majesty’s Government in an 
outlay of not less than ^1,000,000 per annum in order to carry on even the simplest form of 
Government.

As there seems to be much uncertainty as to the policy of His Majesty’s Government, we 
venture respectfully to suggest that in the event of it being decided not to renew the 
Convention, they should seriously consider the desirability of allowing the West Indian 
Colonies to enter into such reciprocal arrangements with the United States of America as may 
be found possible.

We have the honour to be,
Your Lordship’s most obedient 

humble servants,
Nevile Lubbock, Chairman.
Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary.

The following is a copy of the resolution referred to:—
T hat this Association has learned with great alarm of the intention of the Imperial 

Government to denounce as soon as practicable the Treaty known as the Brussels Sugar 
Convention.

That a return to the old system of bounties and cartels on Continental beet sugar would 
again put the price of sugar in all the markets of the world below the cost of production, thus 
ruining the cane sugar industry of the British West Indies, throwing out of employment 
thousands of the labouring population of these Colonies, which would constitute a grave danger 
to the peace of these countries, and gravely imperilling large amounts of British capital which 
have since 1903 been invested in that industry.

IResolvcb: 1 hat in view of the abrogation of the Brussels Treaty, the West India 
Committee be respectfully requested to enquire of the Colonial Office' if His Majesty’s 
Government would be willing to permit this Colony to endeavour to negotiate a reciprocal 
commercial treaty with the United States of America, whereby the American Government 
would, after September 1908, admit the sugars of this Island into the United States on 
preferential terms as to duties in exchange for similar treatment granted by this Colony to the 
products of the United States of America.

That in the event of the abrogation of this Treaty and the return to Continental bounties 
and cartels, this Association sees nothing before it but the absolute ruin of the sugar industry 
of the British West Indies if they fail to get their sugars into the United States of America on 
favoured terms.
To the above letter a reply has been sent to the West India Committee that these repre­

sentations have received Lord Elgin’s careful attention, but that his Lordship is not at present in a 
position to state what course will be taken by His Majesty’s Government in regard to the Brussels 
Convention.

Ube ¡permanent Sugar Commission.
The report of Sir Henry Bergne on the proceedings of the Spring Session of the Permanent 

Commission under the Sugar Bounties Convention, has been presented to Parliament.* The principal 
question under discussion was as to whether Brazilian sugar should be penalised. His Majesty’s 
Government had caused close inquiries to be made into the Brazilian system, and a report was 
submitted to the Permanent Bureau by the British Consul at Rio de Janeiro and reported upon by 
the Permanent Bureau, whose views coincided with those presented in a note from the British 
Delegates. These were to the effect that the existing system in Brazil did not in fact result in a bounty 
of any kind. This opinion, as has already been reported, was accepted by the Commission, who 
decided that there was no occasion to countervail Brazilian sugar, though the Permanent Bureau was 
instructed to keep itself informed as to the situation. The Netherland Delegate raised the question

* Commercial No. 5 (1906) [Cd. 3004].
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as to whether in the case of sugars sent from Java to the Suez Canal for orders, such a mention of 
destination was sufficient to comply with the requirements as to certificates of origin, in which the 
country of origin or from whence the sugar comes and the country of destination have to be mentioned. 
It was held that such a description was sufficient compliance with the requirements laid down, but the 
Commission reserved the right in case any abuses should be brought to its notice, to decide whether 
any special measures of control were necessary. The Netherland Delegate then raised the question 
of the participation of the State in the capital of sugar factories, explaining that this question related 
specially to a scheme for raising funds for a factory in Surinam. The Commission decided that it could 
only pronounce an opinion upon the special case submitted, and not upon a general question of principle. 
In regard to the particular scheme in question, the Commission was of opinion that participation of the 
Government or of the Mother Country was not consistent with the Convention. This concluded the 
business of the Session and the Commission adjourned, having fixed its next ordinary Session for Monday, 
December 10th, 1906. Sir Edward Grey, in acknowledging the receipt of Sir Henry Bergne’s report, 
informed him that His Majesty’s Government approved his proceedings as therein reported.

Ube Cotton industry?,
1 Sir Morris delivered a lecture on the 4th inst. at Liverpool, before the Incorporated

Chamber 01 Commerce, on agriculture in the West Indies; but as the subject was a wide one he 
confined his attention to the conditions and prospects of cotton growing. The reason why Sea Isl’and 
cotton had been selected was that the plant was originally a native of the West Indies, and in 1001 he 
spent a short time m the Sea Islands, off South Carolina, and he saw that the industry was one that exactly 
suited the conditions in the West Indies. Therefore, he had ¿500 worth of the seed sent to the West 
Indies, and distributed it, and this laid the foundation of the present industry. That was in 100? 
As showing the growth of the.industry, he might say that in 1902 the value of the lint and seed was 
just under £10,000 m 1903 it was nearly ^12,000, in I9o4 nearly ¿32,000, in 1905 over <63,000, 
and during the quarter ended March 31st, 1906, it was nearly ¿*42,000, or two-thirds of the whole in 
1905—(applause)—the tota! to that date being about ¿"160,000. As regarded the prospects of the 
industry, they were satisfied that they must depend entirely on the demand for the cotton^ and it was 
quite possible that the price might go down—they were satisfied that it might go down to is per lb 
Still, the outlook was fairly satisfactory, for they hoped by improved methods to increase considerably 
the yield per acre. The demand for Sea Island cotton was increasing, even in America and the 
quantity produced m America was not likely to be increased much, because the area of cMtiXX 
restricted-—the cotton must have sea air. Ve climate of the
had a fairly large population to carry on the industry. They could produce the rn IL ’ Zu y 
could be produced in the Sea Islands, and it was not improbable that in th a ft r eaper than it
come to depend upon the West Indies for its S^ lS Cotton Tho.^h ri Lancashire might

Island cotton, they were also carrying out experiments with other cotton° so that iTtoo muc^of 
variety was grown they had others to fall back upon, even Egyptian cotton Th tO° much of one 
organised that he felt sure the industry would be a ^XVt^nlAnd S°
not only of the people of the West Indies, but to the spinners of this count™wh b U * advantage 
to depend upon the United States alone. ntry> who will not then have
f ri, °nJ.u!y the Commissioner for Agriculture and the Members of the 

of the British Cotton Growing Association were entertained at dinner at the 
Chester, by Mr. E. Lomas Oliver, when a very enjoyable evening was spent.

West Indian Section 
Queen’s Hotel, Man-

agriculture in iporto iRtco.

that Island, says that 
the old factories are 

implements into the Island

The Official Registrar of Porto Rico sneakino- ^f ,
new centrals have been built, others are in course8 of consZ^ri ltldUSjry °f 
installing modern machinery. The introduction of improved aSt a"' 
during the last few years has permitted the more ranid ex-ohm c ___
considerably less rate of expense than was formerly possible Th°n °f great areas of land at a 
become more prevalent, and has amply repaid those who have made th artlhcial manures has 

ihe manufacture of sugar, says the Reo-i^trar u use ot them.
and on a large scale with modern machinery. A net profit of only by capitalists
We should think so, indeed. Coffee, which has already X ? to ?IO° ls a fair profit per acre ” 
the Island is attracting much interest in the United Stites AdAe three Principal staples of 
exports to that country. °CateS’ a™ there is a steady increase in the
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• T!6 ?Igh®r Price belng Pald for tobacco has encouraged the growers and the 1006
I' °ne'a g™Wn Under Cheese <=>°ths continue! to give good resu ts This

method of planting is gradually extending, and proves very profitable if carried on on a larve scale 
a».» mw&ft - sj-feaiSS 

given. The best results are obtained from oranges andggrape fruit budded on to the ™A°X 
emon stock. Pineapples are largely grown on the orange plantations. The cotton industry^ being 

revived, and over 6 000 acres are now in cultivation. Sea Island cotton can be grown in Por o r"co 
averaging a yield of 1,200 to 1,700 pounds per acre. g °’

Canned pineapples.
uz “,A c*nn®r can aI1 th® things he can can, but a canner can’t can a can, can he ? ” Thus 

the WestminsterGazette; but the Agricultural News of June 16th tells us that the ianny West Indian 
nrj’ °LS^°Ufd ablePmeapples, and a canning establishment for Antigua is suggested. In 

faC.tory sult*ble size could be operated successfully a considerable area would have to 
be planted in pineapples. Indeed, large canneries use from 25,000 to 50,000 pineapples per day. In 
1904 448 000 cases of preserved pines, valued at nearly ¿521,000, were exported from the Straits 

labour is cheap. About ten years ago canning factories were established at 
1 as.au and Eleuthera, m the Bahamas. In 1897, 20,000 cases of preserved pineapples were exported 
and in 1902-3 the figure rose to 47,892 cases valued at ^9,515 and the canning industry has largely 
superseded the export of fresh fruit. The pineapple used is the Red Spanish, a medium sized to small 
fruit of somewhat variable shape and of a reddish-yellow colour. The process of canning is simple. 
birS2 0. ’ the.nnd 1S removed by hand, then the core is extracted and the fruit is cut in discs, which 
are fitted mto tins of corresponding size. Syrup, composed of one part of sugar to thirty-three parts 
ot water, is added. The tin is soldered and placed for some time in a steam-heated tank, the tin is 
then removed and a hole is punched in the top to let out the steam, after which the tins are re-soldered 
and again plunged into hot water.

21 Ibunbreb ¡Sears
The origin of the Vacuum Pan.

In 1811 the West India Committee had occasion to secure the assistance of an expert to carry out 
experiments in connection with the denaturation of sugar for cattle food purposes, and a Mr. Edward Howard, 
a friend of Dr. Wollaston, the celebrated chemist, was engaged for the purpose. As to the special work for which 
he was engaged, we may mention that Mr. Howard reported that as the result of his experiments he had come to 
the conclusion that treatment with quassia and assafoetida would be quite sufficient to prevent sugar being used for 
human domestic purposes or for distillation ! However, this brought Mr. Howard in contact with the Committee, 
and at a meeting on February 13th, 1812, the Chairman reported:—

“That he had received a communication from Mr. Howard of a discovery he had made 
in refining sugar by a new and speedy Procefs ; and that being desirous of receiving the 
sanction and encouragement of the West India body in prosecuting his Experiments, the 
Chairman had agreed to indemnify Mr. Howard for such Expences as might be necefsary for 
preventing his being precluded from obtaining a Patent, by the opposition of a Frenchman, 
who was at that time applying for one.”
The Frenchman mentioned was a M. Constant, and at the meeting of the following March, Mr. Howard's 

solicitors' bill for opposing the application, was authorised to be paid. On May 1 o.th a letter appears from 
Mr. Howard to the effect that he had secured the patent for his process, and was prepared to treat with the 
Committee.

“ The principal objects, which I hope to be able to effect, are, a considerable, if not an 
entire saving of the drainage from Sugars, during their pafsage from the West Indies to this 
and other countries ; and a more effectual purification of Cane juice.

“ As to the advantages, which may accrue in consequence of any suggestions I may 
make, I leave entirely to the consideration of the West India Body, what participation 
I should be in titled to. I have not made the usual endeavour to extend my patent to 
His Majesty’s Colonies and Plantations abroad.”
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A Committee was appointed to confer with Mr. Howard. In May, 1814, a letter was read from 
Mr. Howard to the effect that he had improved his process beyond his expectations and anticipated great things 
from it. He says :—

“ I speak with this degree of confidence, not only from the great number of experiments I 
have made upon Sugar, but because I have been fortunate enough to raise Shoots in a Hot­
house, from the Roots of those Canes which you may remember Sir Simon Clarke was so 
good as to procure for me from Jamaica, and have been able to crystallise the whole of the 
juice they yielded, though it may well be considered to have been of a degenerate quality 
compared with any grown in a natural climate. In short the general result of my experiments 
lead me to conclude that there is no such thing as melafses or treacle contained in Cane juice, 
and that it is merely the produce of too great heat hitherto employed in the evaporation.

“ I hope in a few weeks to be able to show you a Sugar house in full work upon my plan, 
which will enable you to judge of the practicability of my ideas upon a large scale. In the 
meantime I wish to submit to your consideration the propriety of applying for a Patent, or a 
Confirmation of that granted to me here, in the West Indies. Be so good as to favor me with 
a Line, saying when and where it will be convenient for you to see me.”
The Committee appointed in connection with this matter in 1812 were convened for the purpose of 

conferring with Mr. Howard. What happened as the immediate result of the visit of the Committee and we 
presume, their report, is not known. What we do know is what this invention of Mr. Howard's became to the 
sugar industry, not only Colonial but Home ; although Mr. Howard's anticipation of doing entirely away with 
molasses has not been realised. The vacuum pan, however, had to wait for the introduction of centrifugals before 
becoming the essential factor in sugar manufacture. ' J 6

imbibition Shatters.
, w glven by the Imperial Department of Agriculture, the proposals put
forward by the West India Committee for the formation of Permanent Exhibition Committees hfve 
now been adopted in nearly all the West Indian Colonies. It has been pointed out that such a 
Committee has existed for some years past in Jamaica, but for the sake of reference we include tha* 
have theVames Committees at present appointed, of thé members of which we

Barbados

Jamaica

Dominica ...............

Grenada ...............

St. Vincent...............

There are also

Hon. F. J. Clarke, M.C.P. (Chairman), Hon. F. M Allevne Mr V Whnceh 11 at 
Sealy, M.C.P., Mr. C. J Greenidge MCP Mr q q Mr Elllott
Bovell, F.L.S., &c., Mr. F. A. C Coliymore Mr C S f'3 Mr J R

Hon. Lt.-Col. C. J. Ward, C.M.G., Hon. Dr. Pringle % M G E‘ V Bollinsed
Bertram, Hon. H. Clarence Bourne Hon R P q^^
Mr. R. A. Walcott, of the Jamaica Agricultural Society a^^Ä^q- Mr’ qF Cunda11 and 
Leon, Mr. E. A. H. Hagglrt, Mr. R. S. Gambit Mr E X
stantme, of the Merchants’ Exchange, with Mr John Barclay and^^ C°n’
Secretaries. J ^»drciay ana Mr. J. L. Ashenheim as

Hon. H. A. Alford Nicholls, C.M.G. (Chairman! Mr R a a
Downing, Mr. Joseph Jones and Mr. A. C. ShiilhJgford. * Mt‘ A’ Brooks- Mr G 

Hon. C. M. Browne, C.M.G., (Chairman! Mr P t ta tt
Gurney, Hon. G. S. Seton-Browne, Mr E ?°n’S' deFreitas, Hon. F.
Mr. C. Falconer-Anton, Secretary. ’ ’ deEreitas. Mr. L. R. Mitchell and

His Hon. the Adminstrator (Chairman! Hon r t q-
F ^Prou^foot’ Mr-P-F- Huggins and Mr W n“San'S S™' J C W' Hazel1'
Exhibition Committees in British Guiana, St. Kitted St S

West Jn&tans go Zlbotoring.
Through the kindness of Mr. Hirsch Mr U Straff

cricketers enjoyed an expedition in motor-cars on Sunday °A Xrt . ^V18™’ the West Indian 
Hotel, whence a procession of two Daimler cars, one AustinManchester 
11.30 a.m The route taken was along the Portsmouth road moved °ff at
arnva! at the charming little Hampshire village of Liphook W a TL DOt dlsclose ‘he time of 
police for furious driving might result. Suffice it to say the cricket pos*umous prosecution by the 
the score of speed, though the warnings of the scouts of m s had no complaint to make on 
distinguished by yellow badges on their arms, indicated the raLl "p116 Associati°n, who were 
After partaking of lunch at the Blue Anchor an old no 7 presence of innumerable spies and n I 
the crowned heads of Europe, the partv returned >P tlDg 'nn which has been visited bv Pt 
declaring themselves delighted with the outing. InlurUlus^ Ff Farnham and the Hol^B^all 
the captain of the team, and Mrs. Austin seated ‘ are depicted Mr H R C A
this occasion made its first public appearance on the^h r^ en°Ugh “ the Austin’ car, which on
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Œbe West Jninan Grichet Goul

BY P. A. GOODMAN.

The West Indians v. Hampshire.

Beautiful weather prevailed during the course of this match, which began on July 2nd at 
Southampton. 1 he West Indian captain, having won the toss, elected to bat. Morrison, one of the 
nrst pair, was soon returned to view the match from the pavilion, being brilliantly caught by Hill at 
first slip. Ollivierre at once opened his shoulders and drove Langford twice in succession to the pavilion 
rails. 1 hat bowler, however, soon had his revenge by clean bowling Ollivierre with a full toss which 
swerved a full foot from the leg and hit the middle peg. Constantine, who came next, shared a 
similar fate soon after, and three wickets were down for about 30 runs. Goodman and Smith then 
came together, after Challenor, who had played very stylish cricket, had been dismissed—clean bowled 

u Ut• 33- These two batsmen settled down and at lunch time were still undefeated the 
score then being 114. On resuming Smith was caught in the slips by Mead who had missed him 
at 21. Goodman soon followed, 
being well taken low down at 
point. These two had added 
80 in just over an hour ; and 
when they left very little resist­
ance was offered by the suc­
ceeding batsmen, and the 
innings closed for the moderate 
score of 166.

Langford, with the wind 
blowing right across the 
wicket, swerved in a remarkable 
manner and captured eight 
wickets for 82 runs, two 
being obtained with full tosses 
swerving in from the leg side. 
Hill and Bowell opened the 
Hampshire innings to the bowl­
ing of Smith and Ollivierre. 
Hill played admirable cricket 
for 37, his cutting and on-driv­
ing being very powerful and 
masterly. When he left the 
score stood at 72. Mead came 
next only to see his partner 
sent back from a smart catch

Photo by Algernon E. Aspinall.
ZUSr. anb dbrs. Ibarolb Æ3. G. Austin.

behind the wickets for a careful 
34. With Llewellyn in the scor­
ing was fast and furious, and the 
two left-handers showed admir-

The popular captain of the West Indian Cricket Team and his wife were 
among those who took part in the recent motor excursion to Liphook. Mr. and 
Mrs. Austin are here shown in the 25.30 h-p. “Austin” car, which on this 
occasion made its first appearance in public.

able cricket characterised by masterly placing on the on-side. When stumps were drawn the total 
was 264 for three. Llewellyn had made a splendid 60, and Mead was 85 not out.

Next morning, scoring was very slow, and the remaining seven wickets went down for an addi­
tional 85. Mead took his score to 132 before he was taken in the slips. Of the other batsmen Gunner 
alone scored. The West Indians in their second attempt made a bad start, Challenor, Constantine and 
Bancroft being all out for 40 odd runs. Once more Smith and Goodman became associated. The 
former was well set and hastening towards his 50 by a series of brilliant cuts, while Goodman after 
playing himself in also began to lay about him. The partnership, which had realised 71 in just under 
an hour, was ended by Goodman being retired caught in the slips. Just about this time the light was 
very bad. A thunderstorn was threatening and a slight shower came on. When Ollivierre joined 
Smith some lively cricket was seen. He smote with terrific power, and in his 67 were included 
one 5 and twelve 4’s. Meanwhile Smith had reached his 100; and of its kind was as good as any 
century we have ever seen. During the whole of his brilliant innings he had not given a chance and 
had played all the bowlers with ease.

The innings closed for 293, thus leaving Hampshire m to get to win. Langford and Stone
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together scored 6 in the ten minutes left for play. Next morning both Langford'and Stone were soon 
caught in the slips with the score about 20. Hill and Bowell added about 15 before the latter also 
was taken in the slips off Smith, who was bowling splendidly. Soon after Llewellyn was out to a 
catch in the slips, letting in Mead at 51. He and Hill played cautiously, and when the winning hit 
was made were still together. Hill made 47 and Mead 26. Had we made a larger score in our first 
innings we would have had a very even match. The scores were as follows :—

WEST INDIANS. HAMPSHIRE.

First Innings.
Mr. G. Challenor, b Shutt 
Mr. C. S. Morrison, c Hill, b 

Langford...
Mr. R. Olliviere, b Langford ... 
Mr. L. Constantine, b Langford 
Mr. P. Goodman, c Badcock, 

b Langford .....................
Mr. H. G. B. Austin, b Shutt ...
Mr. S. Smith, c Mead, b Lang­

ford ......................
Mr. A. E. Harragin, b Longford 
Dr. Cameron, c Badcock, b 

Langford.................................
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, not out ... 
Cumberbatch, c Bowell, b Lang­

ford ............................................
Extras .........................

Total .............. ... 166

33

o
12
o

38 
o

48
15

5
10

Second Innings.
c Badcock, d Langford ... 4

not out .......................... 4
b Badcock ... ... ... 67
c and b Langford ........... 6

c Bowell, b Badcock ... 27
c Hill, b Tolfree ........... 14

c Hill, b Badcock .............100
c Llewellyn, b Badcock ... 18

b Tolfree .......................... 2
b Langford ..............................23

run out .............. ... 15
Extras .......................... 13

Total............................293

First Innings.
A. J. L. Hill, b Morrison
Bowell, c Bancroft, b Morrison...
Llewellyn, c Bancroft, b Smith...
Mead, c Goodman, b Cumber­

batch ... ... ^
Stone, c Olliviere, b Smith
J. H. Gunner, c Austin, b Smith
Rev. W. V. Jephson, b Olliviere 
Langford, b Cumberbatch
E. J. Tolfree, lbw, b Morrison ...
Badcock, lbw, b Cumberbatch ..
Shutt, not out 

Extras ...

Second Innings.
36 not out .............................. 47
34 c Olliviere, b Smith ... 9
60 c Goodman, b Smith ... 4

132 not out ............... ... 26
14 c Cumberbatch, b Smith... 17 
32

6 c Goodman, b Smith ... 2
6 

o
13 Extras ... ... ... 6

Total ... ... ... 349

BOWLING ANALYSIS.
O. M. R. W.

Langford ... 25.5 2 82 8
Shutt .......... 19 4 41 2
Tolfree ... 3 o 14 o
Mead ............. 5 2 7 0
Badcock ... 5 o 16 o
Hill ............. 3 040

Badcock bowled a wide.

o. M. R. w.
Langford ... 15 2 66 3
Shutt .............. 6 1 19 o
Mead .............. 6 1 13 o
Hill .............. 7 o 39 o
Badcock ... 18.1 2 92 4
Llewellyn ... 8 1 38 o
Tolfree............ 4 3 13 2

Badcock bowled a wide 
and a no-ball.

Total (4 wickets) ... in

0. M. R. W. 0. M. R. w.
Smith 36 4 127 3 Cumberbatch T T 4 22 0
Olliviere... 26 3 89 Olliviere........... 9.I 2 3° 0
Morrison 23 8 44 3 Smith ........... l8 5 53C umberbatch 9.1 2 42 3
Cameron ... 30 18 o
Goodman... 40 16 o

Smith bowled two wides.

3

A full report of the match which is proceeding at Cardiff, as we go to press, between South 
Wales and the West Indians will be given in the next issue of the West India Committee Circular.

Consular iReports.
Venezuela & the R.M.S.P. Co.

The port of La Guaira has now been brought several days nearer to the United Kingdom by 
the improved itinerary of the Royal Mail steamers, which run between Southampton and New York 
touching at Barbados, Trinidad, La Guaira, &c., en route. The scheme possesses great advantages to 
Europeans in this district, and has been productive of a largely increased trade in passengers and 
cargo to the Royal Mail Company as well, who have, amongst other things, benefited by the constant 
stream of West Indian labour to Panama, and by the tourist traffic from New York to the south

German Steamship subsidies.
“The German Empire subsidises only two steamship lines, namely fH Th^ 4

Asia and Australia with 5,590,000 marks and (2) the East Africa Line with 1 350 000 marks Th" 
total sum of subs,cl.es then amounts to 6 940 ooo marks. In 1904 the traffic returns on these two 
lines were as follows -(z) East Asia and Australia Line carried 300,449 tons, valued at 357 800 000 
marks, against 313,814 tons, valued at 345,000,000 marks in 1903. (2) The German Koi; a7 • 
Line carried goods amounting to 134,411 tons, valued at 7o,000,000 mYks" against J6 l i 7 
valued at 24,700,000 marks in 1903. 6 ions,

Sugar and Cotton in far Peru.
Sugar forms one of the staple articles of export from Peru. The nuantitv a •

134,000 tons, valued at about ¿1,500,000. Owing to drought there has9been T?°5 WaS
In fact, the prospects of the sugar growers are not encouraging There will h» rS6“? ln.the croP- 
further expansion of the acreage under sugar cultivation until vast irrigation «-JU tO a
the Government. Besides irrigation, new machinery is stated in the Cnnuil’ ° kS ar,e undertaken by 
When these essential requirements have been me/exten^

Peru, provided, of course, that the state of the market in future warrants undertaken in
* iamb renewed efforts on the part
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of those engaged in this most important industry. The cotton crop for 1905 is estimated to have 
consisted of about 125,000 bales. This is also an article which could be produced on a verv lame 
scale if sufficient water could be obtained. P on a very large

Sugar and Sisal in New Orleans.

Sisal grass, a substitute for hemp, is grown in Yucatan, and comes to New Orleans from Mexican 
ports. It has become one of the chief materials used in the United States for making rope and other 
cordage. It is an article of trade largely monopolised by New Orleans, from which port it Ts forwarded 
to Chicago and other northern and western manufacturing centres. 13,379 tons, vafue A77 260 were 
1 1 C f" O n/I »TO „ J ,, 4- ' 1 • , 1 ' T r • 0,247, in the year 1904. Sisal grass is on the'free
hst and pays no duty on arrival in the United States. The importation of sugfr is second only to 
coffee in importance. Together with molasses the value imported in 1905 amounted to ¿*i 434. 666 as 
against ¿1,9^ lnthe year I9Of There was a large increase in,the amouXf beet^ 

hJparlv nil nf the r '9 , 9 g ' £^ 2,143 that reached this ’ &
th r k 1 °f iK566!™?1 su^ar 1S of German origin. The New Orleans refineries dealt 
the Cuban output. It is only a question of time when the whole of the Cuban sugar 
received at this port and be distributed throughout the south and west.

port in 1904. 
with most of 
crop will be

The Sugar Beet Industry in Colorado.

Below is a summary of the position for the years 1904 and 1905—

th The Price realised for sugar in 1904 was 5 c. per lb. and in 1905 4 c. per lb. In seven years 
me value ot the beet sugar production of Colorado has increased from ¿20,000 to ¿*1,487,115.

Acres planted 
Sugar beets 
Sugar in beets

tons
... per cent.

1904.
50,300 

556,000
15 

111,200,000 
¿"1,112,000

1905.
85,032

929,447
Output of sugar ...
Gross value of Sugar
Price paid for beets at factory ...
Factories ...

lbs.
value 

... per ton

15 
... 185,889,400 
••• ^1,487^15 

£^

Capital invested ... 
Paid to factory labour

amount
— >>

... 9
¿“1,700,000 

¿“140,000

12
... ¿"2,650,000 

¿*210,000

America’s Prosperous West Indian Island.

Under the American flag the imports and exports of Porto Rico continue to show rapid 
expansion. Thus the total volume of trade, which in 1903 was valued at ¿"2,855,968, rose in 1905 to 
¿4,292,690. The most notable fact of the year 1905 was the great advance made in the sugar industry 
which, thanks to the free market of the United States, is attracting capital. The moderate boom of 
last year is being rapidly improved upon, and undoubtedly will continue until every acre fit for cane 
cultivation is so occupied. Two new central factories came into work during the year. Both were 
financed exclusively with local capital between owners of the land and merchants. Five more will be 
ready for the next crop, while various bond fide projects are in hand for other factories. To feed all 
these schemes every acre suitable in the vicinity of the localities chosen is already engaged and 
arrangements are rapidly being completed to make the more distant places available for cane supply 
by connecting them with the factories by means of light railways or branches of the existing railroad 
system. Good sugar land now is worth anything from ¿*20 per acre, from which a planter can expect 
a return of from ¿*15 to ¿*20 per acre, but the sugar manufacture itself can only be profitably under­
taken by capitalists. In Ponce, owing to the high price of sugar, lands suitable for cane growing rose 
rapidly in value, and some sales were made as high as £50 per acre. The average sugar production 
of the Island is about two tons to the acre, which yield is capable of much improvement through the 
use of fertilisers and practice of modern methods of cultivation and extraction. The crop exported 
for the year, including molasses, was valued at ¿“2,760,417, an advance on last year of ¿"743,161. Up 
to date at least 7,000 acres are under systematic citrus cultivation more or less advanced towards the 
remunerative stage. About 70 % of this acreage is planted in oranges of many varieties, 25 % in grape 
fruit and the remaining 5 % in lemons. None of the groves have yet arrived at a proper test age, but 
sundry shipments of oranges have already been made from them, and the prices obtained in New 
York in competition with Floridan and Californian fruit promise well for the future. The favourable 
reception accorded to the 1904 crop of cotton was responsible for an increased acreage of planting in 
1905, but the results have been discouraging.



34$ THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. July 11, 1906

Some Ibomewarb /¡bails.
Since we last went to press, we have received letters and papers from Jamaica by the R.M.S. 

“ Port Henderson.” The rains in the Island had ceased, and the weather was bright. Mr. J. ( . 
Nolan had returned to the Island, and, according to the Daily Telegraph, several important schemes in 
connection with rum were about to be formulated. An At Home was given on the “ Port Henderson ” 
on June 19th to celebrate her first visit to the Colony. Headway was being made with Colonel 
Pinnock’s proposals for establishing a ham-curing factory, and a circular letter had been addressed to 
the owners of pigs, asking them how far they would be prepared to help.

Coolies in Jamaica.
The report of Mr. F. L. Pearce, Protector of Immigrants, was published as a supplement to 

the Gazette, on June 14th. From this it appears that 812 souls, equal to 789 statute adults, were 
landed in Jamaica from the steamer “ Indus,” and the “ Erne ” sailed on June 27th, 1905, with 
6.80 souls, equal to 593 statute adults, returning to India, taking with them Treasury bills to the value 
of £5,940 ns. 5d. and jewellery and gold and silver valued at /*i,32O 7s. The largest individual 
remittance was ^343 14s. id. During the first nine months of 1905 wages were good, but latterly 
they had been considerably affected by the damage done to banana plantations by heavy winds. The 
experiment of offering the immigrants a grant of ten acres of land instead of a return passage to 
India, did not prove successful so far as the immigration fund was concerned, and the offer had been 
discontinued.

The disbandment of the West India Sub-mining Company of the R.E. was begun at Port 
Royal on June 13th. A branch Agricultural Society had been formed at Hampton, Trelawney.

News from British Honduras.
The Hon. A. R. Usher, writing from Belize on June 22nd, informed us that the Mexican 

authorities had stopped fining boats from the Colony passing through the Mexican Channel at the 
mouth of the Rio Hondo, and news was anxiously awaited as to whether they purposed remitting the 
fines that had been illegally imposed or not.

Crops were all doing well, but they had not had sufficient rain yet to give floods to enable 
mahogany to be floated down the several rivers.

Increased Cotton Area in St. Kitts.
In a letter dated June 18th, Mr. A. D. C. Adamson informed us that the weather during the 

fortnight had been very much against reaping, as rain fell every day of the month up to the 15th, 
totalling from 5 to 8 ins. At the same time there was no damage done by washes, and the youn^ 
sugar crop was looking first-rate. For some reason the St. Vincent cotton seed distributed by the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture had practically failed entirely to germinate, but seed from 
Barbados which had since been distributed in its place, was growing vigorously, and the acreage for 
the year would show a very considerable increase.

At a meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society, a committee was appointed to 
arrange for the collection and despatch of samples of local products to the forthcoming Canadian 
exhibitions.

Uetter to tbe JEbitor.
The Memorial to Sir Robert Herbert.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Sir,—You are probably aware that steps are being taken to perpetuate the memorv nF tlw |ata q- t> 1 Tr ,

who was permanent Under Secretary of State for the Colonies for over twenty years the K°bert Herbert,
At a meeting of the General Committee formed for the furtherance of thii r i , , ,

Office on March 23rd last, under the presidency of Lord Elgin, and at which several fnr’m^Q h® d a/ Ahe Colonial 
Colonies were present, a Sub-Committee was appointed to invite and receive subscriotio Secretaries °f State for the

It is as Chairman of this Sub-Committee that I write to ask vou whether vaP nSL
object which does not need to be specially recommended to any who were nprmrMi U wou. , willing to subscribe to an
and who know the great value of his services to the Empire. personally acquainted with Sir Robert Herbert.

The present idea is to devote a portion of the money subscribed to thp pr«rt' c
Office. The utilisation of the surplus will depend upon its amount but the Snh a stat?® or bust in the Colonial
to recommend the establishment of a Scholarship or Exhibition for Colonial Student« lke be in a Position

If you are willing to contribute to these objects, please be so good as tn send at Oxford University.
of Coutt’s Bank (440, Strand, London, W.C.), who has kindly contented to act as^onor^1^ tO Mr W- R> Malcolm. 
was decided at the meeting of the General Committee, that the donations of u y ,Treasurer of the Fund. It
maximum of £10. S Ot lndlvidual subscribers should be limited to a

Colonial Office, London, S.W. f am> Sir,
June 5th, 1906. Your obedient Servant

[We gladly publish Lord Ampthill's appeal and shall be pleased to receive and forward tX
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proper quarter any subscriptions from our readers towards the memorial to a distinguished Under
Secretary of State for the Colonies.—Ed.] . 8

Our Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

o* scenery or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknow­
ledged from time to time in this column. J

Pi I,,‘?rna‘i0^5, Suiar Journal. Vol. VIII., No. 9i. In an editorial note it is pointed out how little headwav 
seems to have been made in the United Kingdom in the agitation for a duty-free alcohol for industrial r>nmr>coc a .. 
tton is called to the fact that the cheapest source of alcoL-low grade

wE r°n betwee” alcohol made from it and petrol. Particulars as to a new process of casting bearings byPthe Mirrlees 
STS ” Company, Limited, whereby longer life less friction, and greater economy are claimed are giv^n Mr Leon 
Pellet contributes an article on the influence of heat on the polarising power of levulose in neutral and acid solu­
tions, and Mr. T. H. P. Heriot continues his article on simple methods of chemical control.

v • 1 Industry in Peru. By Professor Thomas F. Sedgwick, Trujillo, Peru- Messrs Hava
iSdn«! & The ^-thor °f Smali W°rk’ whlch ls intended to present a general idea of the conditions of the sugar 
industry in Peru, with comprehensive data regarding the Hacienda Cartavio, was for two-and-a-half years engaged^n 
making scientific investigations and establishing chemical control at that factory. The report is based o/his obsfrvations 
of various estates in different localities in Peru, and it is particularly worthy of note, not only for the valuable information 
raw? ^contains, but also from the fact that it is the first publication printed in English in the city of Trujillo The 
Cartavio estate is one of the foremost Peruvian estates, and it compares favourably with the finest estates in the best 
sugar-growing countries. The conditions in Peru are most favourable to sugar-cane growing, and to a high production of 
mosTunTidfi IP needSf.atPresent for the industry are the development of water supplies and the introduction of tlj 

most up-to-date milling methods and machinery.
tiv.nAC?h%SOiIS °f the SUgnr ^ndS are,“Rurally rich in plant food, and capable under proper treatment of great produc- 

aX, A generally deep, well-drained and approach as nearly the conditions of an ideal soil as can befound 
As regards the estates, the tendency as elsewhere, is towards concentration, a few of the larger estates possessing an 
acreage of upwards of 15,000 acres, half of which would be in cultivation. Cane-farming has been adopted to some extent 
various arrangements as between grower and manufacturer being in force. In some instances the cane-grower delivers 
his cane at the factory, and takes as his pay 35 % of the sugar and alcohol. In others, the factories cut, transport grind 
and manufacture the cane, and receive 50 % to 54 % of the sugar and alcohol for their share. Another arrangement is for 
the factory to buy the cane on the basis of a sliding scale, which is controlled by the degree Beaume of the juice and bv 
the prevailing market price of sugar in Liverpool. J ’ y

The old-time factories made chancaca, a description of concrete. The modern factories work with dry double 
crushing, and the megass, with a few exceptions, is still carried to the furnaces in carts, and fed therein by hand A few 
multitubular boilers are in use, and the upright or standard triple effect is the most popular. The massecuite arrangements 
are either of tank or car. Some of the estates are equipped with distilleries and Coffey stills ; two grades of spirit the one 
strong and the other weaker, sold as rum, are made. r

The labourers are mainly aboriginal, but of late a few Japanese have been introduced. The estates find homes and 
rations. The larger estates make up a settlement of from two to three thousand souls, and a physician and hospital are 
provided gratis to the labourers, with schooling for the children. Circuses and travelling theatres are encouraged.

The character of the land enables all descriptions of mechanical treatment of the soil to be carried out, and 
interesting illustrations are given from which a good idea of the cultivation can be obtained. As a rule the canes' run 
on from plants to fourth or seventh ratoons. The manure used is chiefly the native guano ; a few planters use lime and 
gypsum, and there are small importations of potash. Irrigation, which is a great feature in cultivation, is done by canals 
led to the land from the rivers, being carried to the sections by smaller ditches. The amount of water required for 
irrigation is comparatively small on account of the character of the soil and the existence of underground water so near 
the surface. On the Cartavio estate the canes were watered—as plants from thirteen to twenty-four times, as ratoons 
from eight to twelve times. The water supply is regulated by the Government. The kinds of canes which have thus far 
been observed are the whitish yellow, the greenish yellow, and the red or red purple, the latter being only grown on alkali 
soils. Peruvian canes appear to be dry and sweet, containing over 15 % of sugar, and 15 % of fibre. The purity of the 
juice is high, 89 to 90. Forty tons per acre is on the average grown. Varieties from Hawaii and Demerara have been 
introduced, but these show no improvement on the cane of the country.

Professor Sedgwick mentions the Peruvian guano as being nearly a perfect fertiliser, especially if mixed with 
potassium sulphate, for Peruvian soils, a typical manure containing 8% nitrogen, 6% potash, and 3 % phosphoric acid 
A useful account is given of how less important manures than guano can be obtained, such as dried blood, cotton seed 
meal, &c., and it is pointed out that along the coast of the Chicama valley are miles of shallow layers of soil containing a 
small proportion of potassium nitrate, while a chapter is devoted to the guano supply of Peru.

The cane-borer—the variety is not mentioned—is practically the only pest met with in Peru, the presence of fungus 
being only noticed in canes that were grown on wet soil and had fallen down. Upwards of ten pages are devoted to the 
alkali soils and their treatment. These are soils containing an excess of salts of sodium, magnesium, calcium and often 
potassium. These soils are usually found in the lower levels, and are unfitted for growing canes. The only way in which 
these lands can be reclaimed is by flood and drainage.

The balance of the work is devoted to the manufacture, which does not call for particular comment, and details of 
several factories are given with directions for simple control, with especial reference to the Cartavio estate together with 
useful general data. Altogether Professor Sedgwick has given an extremely interesting and valuable contribution to sugar 
literature. °
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IRotes ot Interest,
JAMAICA COMMAND. Col. Marshall, late of the West India Regiment, has been appointed Brigadier- 

General commanding the troops in Jamaica.

A BARBADIAN COX W. K. Chandler, son of Dr. W. K. Chandler, the Master in Chancery of Barbados, 
was cox of the Trinity Hall eight which rowed in the final for the Grand at Henley Regatta.

YET ANOTHER SUGAR. An American chemist in the City of Mexico says that sugar of the very finest grade 
can be made from the juice of the maguey plant. A company has been formed to try the experiment.

RUSSIAN SUGAR. The normal quantity of sugar which can be placed on the home market on payment 
of the ordinary excise duty of 1 rouble 75 copecks in bond (i.22d. per pound) has been legally fixed 
for the season 1906-7 at 70,000,000 pounds (1,128,210 tons).

ERUPTION FUND. In the statement of the liabilities and assets of St. Vincent, given in the Government 
Gazette, dated June 7th last, the amount of the Eruption Fund, 1902, figures under the heads 
Permanent Investment ¿"25,000 and Restoration and Improvement Current Account ¿"5,109 is. 4d.

BANANAFER. A new fruit steamer, the “ Reventazón,” is just leaving for her first trip to the 
West Indies. She belongs to Messrs. Elders & Fyffes, and is specially constructed for the banana 
trade, being able to carry over 65,000 bunches of bananas in addition to large consignments of other 
fruits.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended July 5th, 233 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.53d. per lb. ; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, i3|d. per lb. ; fine, iq^-d. per lb. ; and extra fine, i6d. per lb. Prices paid 
gd. to i5d.

AN ICE CENTENARY. The first shipment of ice for the West Indies was made from Boston in 1806, 
130 tons being exported. Half the cargo was lost, but the success of the experiment warranted its 
continuance, and in 1853 the export amounted to 146,000 tons. The ice came from the Wenham 
Lake, the purity of whose waters yielded ice of splendid quality.—The Globe.

DENATURED SUGAR. In 1904-5, 92 tons of denatured sugar was used in breweries in France and 5 tons 
for cattle food, as against 372 tons and 592 tons respectively in the first nine months of 1905-6 In 
Germany 574 tons were consumed as cattle food in 1904-5, as against 1,107 tons in 1903-4 and 2 120 
tons m 1902-3. As sugar is now low in price, however, efforts are being made by the German 
fabricants to push the cattle food consumption.

CANADIAN The leading daily papers on July 4th published a statement emanatine from Ottawa 
PREPCRENCE that as the result of preferential duties, the entire crop of Trinidad sugars had been 

purchased by the Canadian and British refiners, none going to the United States This of course 
only referred to refining sugar, the yellow sugar, amounting to practically half of the crop’ comin« to 
the United Kingdom as heretofore, for grocery purposes. Advices from Halifax, however are to'the 
effect that the Canadian refiners decline to give preferential terms even for any small quantity comin« 
forward after June 30th. J j -X

THE MAIL QUESTION. Commenting upon our recent remarks regarding the West Indian mail 
ments, the Globe of July 7th smd Seeing the number and the scattered nature of the British West 
Indian possessions, it is doubtless difficult to arrange a perfect noqtal ™ i -x , • . estthat there is a deficit. These, however, are mino/points. LTcoloX^ T? meY‘table 

their means; the British Government must add its quota, if nlcessarv rL/ according to 
Indian plantations have fallen on evil days it is no reason that tlL ci, la some ^he West 
inefficient administration of the Mother State of the Empire to whirl/th 1 6 pe^lsed by the 
they are, so long as they are cut off from the outer wor^L^s^S 'W6''
any return of prosperity while the means of receiving and sendino- Xr' t 1 sbou^ bave 
day are dependent on the occasional call of what may be no more than a tramp steameL^ °f the 

OF IMPORTANCE TO The register of applicants for appointment as over^rc a

OUR READERS. connected with West Indian estates can be seen bv M^mh Positions
Committee Rooms. Full particulars regarding the applicants are nn -berS at the West India 
testimonials from each. Members receiving applications from thr>^ ™ glVen’ .together with two 
the applicants to the West India Committee, who wüî suppL a fnrm aPPolntments may refer 

ppiy a torm of enquiries for the candidates
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t° fill up For Members desirous of having their Circulars bound, handsome lettered cases 
can be obtained from the Secretary, price 2/- post free. Members can have their copies bound for 
the inclusive charge of 3/- by sending them to the West India Committee Rooms. We also have a 
tew patent spring back cases for filing The West India Committee Circular, which can be obtained 
lL,! Sre5reta5y for 2/6 each or Post free 3/-- Bound copies of “ The List of Members ” to match 

the West India Committee Circular, will be forwarded to any address post free, is. 6d. each.

Ube lEbitor’s HHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Thurs., July 5th—Sir E. Grey made an important statement in the House of Commons regarding the state of Egypt — 

88 % Beet, 8s. 4^d., steady.
Fri., July 6th—Letter in the Times from Archdeacon Bindley on “ The West Indian Intercolonial Mail Service 

Beet, 8s. 3d., steady.
Sat., July 7th The Chamberlain birthday celebrations were begun at Birmingham.—Beet (morning call), 8s. 4^.,

Sun., July 8th—Mr. J. Chamberlain’s Birthday.
Mon., July 9th Mr. Chamberlain addressed a meeting of 10,000 people at Bingley Hall, Birmingham.—Annual 

meeting of the British Empire League at the Mansion House.—Beet, 8s. 4|d., quiet.
Tues., July 10th Lord Elgin opened the Sixth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire in London.— 

Beet, 8s. 4^d., quiet.

Coming Events.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures lihely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.

Wed., July nth.—
Thur Tuly 12th__ Meetings of the Sixth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire at the Grocers’ Hall,

•’ J " • IO a.m.
Fri., July 13th.—.
Thurs.,July 12th.—Cricket: West Indians v. Kent, at Catford. 3 days.
Mon., Julyi6th.— ,, ,, ,, v. M.C.C. and Ground, at Lords. 3 days.
Tues., July 17th.—The Half-yearly General Meeting of the West Indian Club, 2 p.m.
Thurs.,July 19th.—Lecture on Cotton by Sir Daniel Morris, West India Committee Rooms, 4 p.m.

,, ,, —Cricket: West Indians v. Derbyshire, at Derby. 3 days.

Mon., July 23rd.— 
Thurs. J uly 26th.— 
Mon., July30th.— 
Thurs.,Aug. 2nd.— 
Mon., Aug. 6th.— 
Fri. Aug. 10th.— 
Mon. Aug. 13th.— 
Thurs. Aug. 16th.—

,, v. All Scotland, at Edinburgh. 3 days.
,, v. An England XI., at Blackpool. 3 days.
,, v. Northumberland and Durham, at Sunderland. 3 days.
,, v. Yorkshire, at Harrogate. 3 days.
,, v. Leicestershire, at Leicester. 3 days.
, v. Norfolk, at Norwich. 2 days.
, v. Nottinghamshire, at Nottingham. 3 days.
, v. Northamptonshire, at Northampton. 3 days.

Ube West Jnbian Civil Service.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of 

Civil Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.

Mr. C. P. Clarke is acting as Solicitor-General of Barbados during the absence on leave of Mr. G. A. Good­
man, K.C.
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Sir Gilbert Carter, K.C.M.G., Governor of Barbados, has left the Colony on leave of absence, and is travelling 
to England by way of the United States.

,, Hon. Mark Kerr, Treasurer, St. Lucia, has been granted three months’ leave of absence, during which time 
Mr. H. H. Mitchell will act in his place.

Mr. Gerald Smith, Audit Clerk, Grenada, has become Acting Auditor of the Windward Islands in consequence of 
the absence on leave of Mr. W. Cuddeford.

Uo ^Roxburgh Assistant Colonial Secretary of Jamaica, is acting as Colonial Secretary during the absence 
on leave of the Hon. H. C. Bourne, who has proceeded to New York.

the Hon- Ge°rge Goodwille and the Hon. S. Henderson, Trinidad, Mr. Adam 
Smith and Mr. William G. Kay will act as Unofficial Members of the Legislative Council.

been

act as °
of the late Mr. Leon Agostini. P ™ Smith has been aPP°’nted a Commissioner in the place

Weather Uelegrams.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), July 5th.

British Guiana (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), July 5th
Henry K Davson & Co.), July 7th. “ Weather continues favourable in Berbice.” (Messrs' Curtis
Campbell & Co.), July 9th._ “ Weather too wet on East Coast, favourable in Essequibo.” Jamaica

21st, fine ;

“Weather all that can be desired.”
“ Weather rather too wet.” (Messrs.

(The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended June' 27th' 
22nd and 23rd, rainy ; 24th to 27th, fine. Kingston : “ fine.”

Port Antonio :

dhail Arrangements.

Outward Mails.
Date.

July 12

Destination.

Kingston, Jamaica............................
PortofDep, Company.

. Liverpool ... Leyland Line
Packet.

“ Texan ’ ’

Closing for 
Letters in Ldn.

July 11, 6 p.m.
.. 13 Berbice, Dominica, St. Lucia, and

St. Vincent *Dartmouth ... Direct Line

13 Barbados, Demerara, Grenada, and vJt/11 di let • • 13. noon.

.. 14

Trinidad

Demerara
tDartmouth ... Direct Line

Serrana ’ ’
• . 13. noon.

,, 14

19

Jamaica...

The W. Indies (Northern Islands

• Liverpool ... Liverpool Line 

• Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S.
” Bryssel ”

“ Port Henderson ’
■ • 13. 6 p.m.

” T3. +6 p.m.
and Demerara excepted) Southampton .. R.M.S P Co 

Homeward Mails.

‘ ‘ Tagus ” .. 18, mdn’t.

Date. Where From.

July 16 'n xxr T j- z P°rt Arrival.
The W. Indies (Northern Islands and Company.

Packet.
Demerara excepted)

I8 Jamaica
Southampton R.M.S.P. Co. ” Atrato ”

*T " Avonmouth... I.D.W.I.M S
Letters to be addressed per S S “ Qor

u per b.b. Serrana, via Dartmouth.
” Port Antonio ”

’ ’ 1 via Dartmouth.
+ In E.C. District up to 8 p.m.
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Ube ZlDatls.
t 1 S™3m Packet Company------ Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “Tagus” (Capt. Laws)
m/ H 1 T iSan ' ^^T6^188" ^ay ~?bott’ Mr' A' RusseU, Mr. J. R. Bancroft, Mrs. Ross, Mr. E. R. B^ndstone^

1 ¿rM£>‘ J ’i?^33611™^ W- Thomson> Mr- Teran, Mrs. P. Roca, Mr. J. Quarters, Dr. L. Fabien, 
Mr. N. Cooper, Mr. Rafael Mejia, Mr. Jesus, Mr. and Mrs. S. Gomez, Mr. J. C. Manning.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. “ Port Henderson ” Tulv 4th • 
Mr. J- Allwood, C.M.G., Mr. W. Allwood, Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Brown, Mr. CL S. Burk" mJP ’ A Cratin' 

Mr. and Mrs. E. B Cooper Miss B. Chamberlain, Mrs. G. P. Dewar, Hon. W. Fawcett, Mr. H. S. Hoskins’ 
^r‘ 2U ani? ?JrS- Ha,U’ Mr L- A’ Isaacs' Rev and Mrs- R- Johnston, Hon. Dr. and Mrs. Ker, Miss
Kemble Mr. G. N. McGrath, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. McPhail, Miss D. Peck, Mrs. J. B. Prentice, Mr. T. G. Southby 
Mr. N. F. Sterner, Mr. E. G. Smith, Mrs. and Miss Wedderburn, Mrs. Wilson.

imports from Jamaica.
Sugar Cocoa Rum Coffee Coconuts Cotton Pimento Bananas Oranges

April i to June 9, ’06
tons. cwts. galls. cwts. lbs. cwts. bunches.
5.009 20,241 478.179 8.356 1,442,795 15.036 13.837 3.437.193 5,467,851

..................... 10,'05 4.376 9.324 506,040 5.475 957,880 28,620 13.853 3,402,940 1,920,850

Some West Snòian Securities.

We shall be glad to include other “ West Indian Securities,” officially quoted, in the following 
list at the request of any of our readers in the West Indies.

The Bank Rate stands at 3| per cent, (changed on June 21st, 1906), and Consols (2> per cent.)

Present 
Amount.

Stock or 
Shares. Paid. Dividend. Price.

100,0001. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4% 102-104
375,0001. rr Barbados- - 3^ „ 1925-42... 100 3à% 99-101
194,5001. British Guiana 4 „ „ 1935... 100 4 % 106-108
123,670!. n Grenada - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 101-103
1,098,9071. Jamaica - - 4 „ „ 1934... 100 4% 109-111
85.479k r, St. Lucia - - 4 „ „ 1919-44... 100 4% 103-105

422,5931. n Trinidad - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4 % 102-104

6oo,oool. n Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44... 100 3% 86-88

100,000 20 The Colonial Bank ¿6 7% 6-61

15,000 100 Royal Mail Steam Packet Company ... ................. 90 5% on pref. 57-59
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 4i% 90-93

26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5 —

46.874 5 „ „ „ w 5 % Non-Cum. Pref........................ 5 — 2f-3i
347,500!. Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 81-83
345,0001. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6% 99-102
165,000b Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock 100 — 19-22
115,000!. Stock. „ „ „ 7 % Preference ................. 100 4 % 99-102

31.250 10 „ „ „ 4 % Extension Preference... 10 4s. 8-9
70,000!. Stock. „ „ „ „ Perpetual Deb. Stock 100 4 % 96-98

65,500!. 100 Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within
99J-101£Nos. 1 to 1200) red. 100 4l%

12,000 5 Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd. ... ................ ^2 10 0 6% —

37,900!. 100 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.
4à% 99^-1011(within 1 to 1200) red............................................................. TOO

10,000 5 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd....................................... 5 5 % —

88,321
34.563

10 W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ................ 10 —

10
, „ 6% Cum. 1st Pref.

„ n n n 2nd „
10
10

5S. 6-7

4.669 
8o,oool.

10
TOO

„ n " " "

„ . „ „5% Deb........................100 5% 99-102

5000 I
The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd ................

are quoted 87H-
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Gbe Ibro&uce nbarhets’ Sununarp.
Sugar.—The position of sugar is improving, and prices are slowly creeping up. The liquidation of the August 

speculation is steadily proceeding, and up to now Refiners have mainly absorbed the offerings. So far as one can see at 
present, there is certainly less to be feared from these realisations than has been the case for some months past, and once 
this is over we shall feel substantial relief and experience a return of confidence on the part of the Trade, which should 
lead to extended buying. There is no fresh speculation in the air, which is perhaps as well, for the sugar markets of the 
world want a rest from the uncertainties created by this class of operation. The most interesting feature is the progress 
of the growing beet crops, now nearly half way through their course. So far, all seems to have gone well, but there is a 
long period of time from now to harvest, during which much may happen. It is waste of time and brain power to discuss 
for the next two months what the crop is likely to be. This may, however, be said, that undoubtedly there is some 
reduction in sowings, and that the unusually favourable out-turn of last year may well not be realised during the present. 
Looking on sugar broadly, the prospects appear decidedly more favourable, than they did six months, or even three months 
ago, and this, if realised, will be welcome to every body. The price of 8s. 6d. for 88%, when we get there, is no good to 
any one, and it is to be hoped next season will establish a higher figure.

The moment’s quotations of 88% beet areJuly, 8s. 4^d.; August, 8s 4>d. ; October/December, 8s. 6|d. 
January/March, 1907, 8s. 8fd., and May, 8s. io|d., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

Total
Quotations of 88% Beet, 26th June :—

on uneven dates are as follows :—
1906 1905 1904 1903 1902

2,470,000 1 >730,000 2,260,000 2,250,000 2,380,000 Tons
340,000 230,000 210,000 320,000 140,000
240,000 420,000 220,000 390,000 440,000 ,,

3,050,000 2,380,000 2,790,000 2,960,000 2,960,000
8s. 4jd. 10s. 5d. 9s. 8d. 7s. 10id. 5s. 10§d.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—There has been a good business doing again in yellow crystallised, chiefly from 14s 6d 
to 15s., with better grades at 15s. 3d. to 15s 6d but in smaller lots and the value of average qualities remains fully 14s Qd 
Refiners have paid 9s. 6d. for 96 test centrifugals on floating conditions, which remains the nominal value.

Molasses Sugar.—Quiet quotations on the spot range from 10s. to 14s. 6d., duty paid, and for 89 test on
floating terms about 7s. 3d. in bond. r * 1

Muscovado.—On the spot, trade is quiet, quotations ranging from 
have secured a fair quantity of 89 test at 8s. ijd. on floating terms.

13s. to 14s. 6d. for grocery kinds. Refiners

West India Figures since 1st Jan.: 
Imports................. 
Deliveries .... 
Stocks .................

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised

Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for 6 months

1906. 1905. 1904.
40,000 29,000 31,000
24,000 21,000 26,000
25,000 18,000 19,000

14s. 9d. 17s. 6d. 16s. Od.

1903. 
18,000 
23,000 
23,000 
15s. Od.

1902.
46,000 Tons.
23,000 ,,
35.000
13s. Od.

Home Consumption 
Stocks 30th June

Stocks in London :
Jamaica ...
Demerara

Total of all kinds

1906.
7600
6700

20,400

1906.
1,949,000
7,179,000

1905.
8900
5100

22,500

1905.
1,853,000
8,195,000

1904.
9900
9800

28,000

1904.
1,971,000 Galls.
9,227,000 ,, 
1903-

10,400 Puns.
7500 ,,

26,400 ,,More business has been doing in Demerara and with the exception of a 
is now all sold, the prices realised being q|d. upwards, according to quality 
onwards. Leewards and foreign kinds are worth 8d. to is. id., proof Stork«? „/J;*“ ironthe table of figures given above. P bt°Cks are gettln8 reasonable as will be

few hundred puns, the Importers’ old stock 
Jamaica is in good demand from 2s rd

seen by

Cocoa.—Board of Trade Returns for 6 months : 
Imports.................  
Home Consumption 
Stocks 30th June

Stocks in London :
Trinidad..........................................
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

The tone of the market remains dull, and with the

1906. 
13,240 
10,905

4400 
1906.
10,900

8700 
68,700

1905- 
12,824 
10,296

5571
1905- 

18,200 
17,800
80,700

1904.
25,400
18,400
96,100

1904.
16,865 Tons.
”.319 ,, 

6409 , ,
1903.

20,900 Bags.
12,400 ,,
79,5oo ,,decline of is. to 2s., closing, however, steadily. The present Cq£<rtation^ scarce, prices show a further

to g, Grenada, fair, 5os. fermented 53s. to 55s. From okr Xsland^S^^ £

Coffee.—Unchanged. Good ordinary Jamaica, 39s. to 41s.

Nutmegs.—In good demand with large sales of West India including «a-o *
r3o's at 6d. and in shell, 4|d. Mace.-Steady. Fair pale sold at Is 6d fair red« ’ d5? 74<1- IIOS at 6id -
^‘to^d- «“to low middling Jamaica,’^ t^

Arrowroot.—Steady, with small sales of good manufacturing St. Vincent at 2d
Lime Juice.—No alteration, value nd. to is. id Concentrate r

2S. 6d. to 2S. 9d. Distilled Oil, unchanged, at 2s. 6d. ' ^Oncentrated- firmer at ¿20 15s. Hand Pressed, value
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Z | 'HE sixth Congress ot Chambers of Commerce of the Empire was held in the Hall of the Wor­
shipful Company of Grocers on the 10th. nth and 12th inst. The Congress consisted of upwards 

of 200 Chambers of Commerce, which were represented by some 800 delegates ; and if any illustration 
were required of the homogeneity of the Empire’s commerce, it was to be found in the impressive 
scene of last week, when Britons from opposite sides of the globe listened with sympathy to each 
other’s stories, and endeavoured to shape their individual needs and different wants to the advance­
ment of the common weal. Lord Elgin, as Colonial Secretary, opened the proceedings with a speech 
welcoming the delegates to London, and immediately afterwards, the Congress, under the chair­
manship of Mr. Blackwell, President of the London Chamber, settled down to a discussion of the 
fiscal question. The nine resolutions on the question were combined into one, which was ably intro­
duced by the Canadian delegates ; indeed, their oratorical power was one of the features of the 
Congress. The discussion lasted a day and a half, the chief opposition coming from the Lancashire 
Chambers, supported by some of those from India. In the end, however, a resolution in favour 
of Imperial preference was carried by 105 Chambers against 41, twenty-one remaining neutral, 
including that of London.

The Chamber then tackled the remaining eighty resolutions energetically and with expedition, 
and many were passed which were of interest to the West Indies. There were, however, only three 
put down by West Indian Chambers, two of these coming from Georgetown and one from Trinidad. 
In the absence of Sir Henry Davson, Mr. Edward R. Davson, as junior delegate for the Georgetown 
Chamber, brought forward the following resolution :—

Having regard to the constant interruptions of cable communication with and between our West 
Indian Colonies and to the extreme importance of an all-British Cable, be it resolved that the Imperial Govern­
ment be asked to assist the Colonies in providing an all-British and reliable means of cable communication 
through Canada, with and between our West Indian Colonies.

Space forbids our reproducing the speeches, but the position was explained by Mr. Davson under 
two heads, the commercial and the strategical. We give an extract from the latter portion as given 
in the report of the proceedings, since it sums up the case as frequently urged in these columns. After 
referring to the completion of the Panama Canal and the change of the centre of international strategy 
to the Pacific, Mr. Davson said : “ When this occurs, the West India Islands will once again become 
the keys of the Empire, as they were in the days of Nelson. In the meantime, it has pleased the 
Home Government to take away the troops which used to garrison the Islands, to take away the 
fleet which patrolled the Caribbean waters, to take away the mail contract, which was our only 
regular means of communication with the homeland, and to leave us dependent on this one unreliable 
cable as our sole means of keeping in touch with the solitary cruiser which is all that is left to us in
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these waters as an emblem of Britain’s power, and as a protection against danger, both from within 
and without. I shall not speak of the dangers from within, for it is a subject I do not wish to enlarge 
upon here ; but if the time should come—and no man can say that it will not come—when a hostile 
power should wish to seize the Islands, thanks to our complacency in leaving our cable in foreign 
hands, there is every probability that you at home would not hear of the event until many weeks 
had passed. That, to my thinking, is a very grave and dangerous position, and one, moreover, 
which is not consonant with the dignity and prestige of British Colonies.” And again, after touching 
on the manner of effecting an improvement : “ The West Indies have just emerged from a time of 
stress and storm into what, I hope, is the light, of prosperity. But they have done so with straitened 
means and depleted exchequers, and it is a hard thing, an impossible thing, to expect them to defray 
the whole cost of a scheme which, while it will benefit them commercially, is also one of Imperial 
concern. We do not, therefore, think it unfair to ask the Mother Country, which has effected such 
vast economies through the withdrawal of the troops and the other matters I have referred to. to give 
us some reasonable financial assistance for a limited number of years.” We are glad to say that 
these words were not without effect, and after the resolution had been seconded in a few well chosen 
words by Mr. William Gordon Gordon, President of the Trinidad Chamber, it was carried w th

' Later “ the day the resolution °n the rum surtax was submitted by Mr.

R YrTSthe "“rT °f Per gal,°n imp°Sed by the Brilish Government on spirits manufactured in 
it n‘eS 'a t beadl3tlnct ’»justice, inasmuch as it is excessive computation for any loss 

sustamed by the home dtstdier as a result of the operation of the Excise regulations of the United Kingdom 
and thus forms a distinct protectton to the home distillers as against the Colonia! producer ■ Be i Re Z ed 
that this Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire desires that th. «... , Resolved .
about an impartial inquiry into the cost of Excise restrictions of the h ri’ -n55^ SfCpS be taksn to bnn$ 
adjustment of the surtax in question. ^‘rtcttons of the home distiller, with a view to the proper

The line adopted was that the inquiry which had been held as tn r uir 
m the West Indies should be extended to the home trade, and thus dote • ^t’^ng regulations 
of the Colonists was well founded or not. As Mr Davson nut it “ W * le =nevance
for preference for Colonial over foreign spirits, we are no even sk’ Z T y°U
country, but what we do ask is that if it should be th hr m °F trade wdb tbe home
protection should only be what is quite just and equitable TimeZa ^b j0™0 d'StilIerS’ that
which three farthings rebate is allowed, was abolished in i860 • rectifvi 6 T1 he C°m Ux’ f°‘ 
when the twopence-halfpenny duty rebate on rectified spirits’was granted" CUSt°mary
will find that three-halfpence is a more equitable figure^han the L d We beUeVe that y°U 
therefore, to approve of the extension to the home trade of 11 6nt fourPence- We ask you,
■ „dl.,. ..4 whatever be the »alt, JT «”

the minds of Colonists the feeling that they are being shut out from th.° ’ thus remove from 
through an exaggerated protection of the home trade.” Ti . markets of the Mother Country 
we are glad to say, carried unanimously. The next We^f6!^0 Utl°n WHS duly seconded and> 

the Hon. George Goodwille, on behalf of the Trinidad Chamber, as follows"- Pr°P°Sed b-v

Whereas the Republic of Venezuela has for i
all goods shipped from the British West Indies to th^counX”i ‘"’P““' a surtax of 3° per cent, on

surtax has had and still continues to have the effect of serionslv L" C°ntraVentlon of existing treaties, which 
those Colonies, especially Trinidad, at a great disadvantage as cZn'"^ °f PIaClnK
whereas this matter has been repeatedly brought to the notice of th eT comPeting markets ; and 

without any redress being obtained, be it Resolved that this Con ° °n‘aI Office and Foreign Office 
attention of His Majesty’s Government, and prays that such steps Zb?^* ‘° thc Caref“’
injustice complained of and place the British Colonies in the West ted " on ri “ d° away the 

on the same footing as countries abroad
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This also was adopted unanimously, and it will therefore be seen that the interests of the 
West Indies were well represented at the meetings. What we have to hope for now is that active 
measures will be taken to give effect to the resolutions, and we are assured that the permanent 
organisation of the Congress will immediately make the necessary representations to the Government 
with this object in view. In conclusion we must not omit to mention that on Friday, July 13th, 
Sir Henry K. Davson and Mr. W. Gordon Gordon had the honour of being received by the King with 
delegates from other parts of the Empire, an honour which will be greatly appreciated in our 
WestHndian Colonies.

Ube West 3nbia Committee.
At the fortnightly meeting of the Executive on Thursday, 

elected members of the West India Committee:—
July 12th, the following were

Name.
R. L. McLaren.
D. Keith Nightingale.
Charles Mackintosh, LL.D.

Proposer.
Lieut.-Col. F. C. Trollope.
T. J. Wilkinson.
Duncan Mackintosh.
E. L. Marshall.

Seconder.
T. J. Wilkinson.
R. Rutherford.
E. L. Marshall.

J. W. A. Maginley (Antigua). ----------------
Mr. A. D. C. Adamson was elected Hon. Correspondent for St. Kitts in the place of Mr. Charles 

A. Smith, who has resigned. Full particulars regarding membership, and application forms for 
candidates may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, The West India Committee 15 
Seething Lane, London, E.C. ’ ’

Cyril Gurney.

Cbe West Jnbians’ Hour.
By P. A. Goodman.

The West Indians v. South Wales.
The West Indians were again lucky in winning the toss at Cardiff on July 9th, and they did not 

hesitate to take first knock on what seemed a perfect wicket. The first pair, Challonerand Bancroft, 
experienced great difficulty in dealing with Steeples’ deliveries, and gave two chances each before they 
were disposed of with the total at 18. Austin was almost immediately bowled, and Goodman was 
returned l.b.w., 4 wickets being down for 23 in half an hour. Steeples made them bump up in a way 
which would have been impossible on a true wicket during the first three quarters of an hour’s play. 
Smith and Constantine then became associated, and took the score to 149 before the latter was bowled 
by Stedman for a splendid 65. His driving and pulling were remarkably good, and he hit no fewer than 
eleven boundaries. Ollivierre then joined Smith, who had just reached his 50 and was playing in 
his usual safe, yet brilliant style. There were 159 runs on the board when the adjournment for lunch 
was made. After luncheon Ollivierre took matters in his own hands, and, batting with wonderful 
power, hit the ball seven times to the boundary in ten minutes, scoring 40 runs while Smith scored 2. 
Amongst his ponderous drives was one right into the middle of the football ground. Smith followed 
suit, and scored freely all round the wicket, his off drives being both well placed and also well timed. 
Ollivierre, in attempting to hook one, put it up and was caught by Nash. His innings was most 
refreshing, and when he left sixth man out, the score stood at 259. Soon after, Smith completed h's 
100 without a chance, and then began to set about him, being in the end 140 not out. He is the first 
West Indian to score two individual centuries in England in two consecutive innings, and has thus 
set up a record. The innings closed at 326. E. S. Phillips and Silverlock opened for Wales. Neither 
seemed at home, and after many lucky shots through the slips the latter was eventually caught 
there by Ollivierre at 33. Phillips was soon after bowled by Smith for 24. Riches and Bancroft 
became partners and took the score up to 65 before the latter played on one from Cumberbatch. 
Thackeray was caught first ball in the slips, and 6 wickets were down for 93 at the drawing of stumps. 
Next morning the four remaining batsmen were all disposed of for an addition of 9 runs.

The West Indians’ Captain quite rightly determined to have another knock, and although 
criticised by the local papers for doing so, there can be no doubt that he followed the course which any 
English captain would have adopted. In their second innings the West Indians made 176. The highest 
score was 28, and four other batsmen got into the twenties. Creber bowled remarkably well, keeping 
a perfect length throughout, and capturing 8 wickets for the splendid analysis of 53. South Wales 
being left in a minority of 401, never once looked like making even a good show, and they were all out 
in under two hours for 120. Thackeray alone played well. His hitting was most refreshing and 
clean, and he was eventually smartly thrown out from cover by Dr. Cameron. This match was 
undoubtedly Smith’s, for in addition to making 140 not out and 17, he took 5 wickets for 28 in 
the first innings, and 4 for 30 odd in the second. Cumberbatch also bowled well in both innings. 
The scores are given on next page.
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WEST INDIANS.
First Innings.

G. Challenor, c Bancroft, b 
Steeples

C. K. Bancroft, c Phillips, b 
Creber .....................

20

H. G. B. Austin, b Creber '
S. Smith, not out
P. A. Goodman, l.b.w., 1b

Steeples
L. Constantine, b Stedman ..
R. Ollivierre, c and b Nash .. 
Dr. Cameron, c Thackeray, b 

Nash .. ..
C. S. Morrison, c Riches, b 

Nash .. .. ..
C. B. Cumberbatch, b Nash..
J. E, Parker, run out ..

Byes, 6 ; l.-b., 2 ; w.

Total ..

First Innings.

3

140

65
75

6 
o
6
9

•• 324

Steeples 
Creber.. 
Stedman

J5 
30 
13

M.
4

R.

74
93
69 
6aNash ..

Sil verlock .. 4 o i<
Creber bowled a wide-

9

No account of

Second Innings, 

st Diver, b Creber 

c Phillips, b Steeples .. 
c Bancroft, b Creber .. 
c Nash, b Creber

c Diver, b Creber 
c Stedman, b Creber .. 
c Stedman, b Creher ..

c Riches, b Creber

c Diver, b Steeples 
not out
b Creber ..

24

3
5

25

22

28

8
25

Byes, 10 ; l.-b., 4.

Total .. .. .. 176

BOWLING

14

Second

Steeples 
Creber .. 
Stedman 
Nash

Innings.
O. M.

30.4 
5
9 2

R.

59
53
16
34

8

SOUTH
First Innings.

Silverlock, c Ollivierre, b Mor­
rison

E. S. Phillips, b Smith
N. V. H. Riches, c Cumber­

batch, b Ollivierre
Bancroft, b Cumberbatch 
J-.H. Brain, l.b.w., b Smith .. 
Diver, not out ..
A. G. Thackeray, c Goodman, 

b Cumberbatch
Creber, b Smith
F. Stedman, c Austin, b Smith 
Nash, c Bancroft, b Ollivierre 
Steeples, b Smith

Byes, 4 ; w , i.

Total ..
ANALYSIS.

First

Morrison 
Smith ..
Ollivierre 
Cumberbatch .

Innings, 
o. M.

3

R. 
3* 
28 
33

this match
ing from the Sporting Life :

8
24

18

5
16

5
3

5

102

Cumberbatch bowled a wide.

Umpires—Marlow and Richards.

5 
2
2

The West Indians v. Kent,
having reached us from our correspondent,

WALES.
Second Innings.

st Banoroft, b Smith 
c Challenor, b Smith

c Challenor, b Cumberbatch 
b Cumberbatch ..
b Smith ..
c Bancroft, b Morrison

run out
c Smith, b Morri-on
c Cameron, b Cumberbatch 
b Smith ..
not out

Byes

Total

Second

Morrison 
Smith ..
Cumberbatch 
Parker..

Innings.

5-5 
>5

3 36
50 
>8

9
5

6

9

59

5

3

we extract the follow­
on July Sth? ™ length at Catford

noble lord, who was last actively engaged in first class crick/t on f Slde- The
benefit match at Old Trafford, Manchester, in 1897, ig1 of course West Ind^h °f *7^ Suggs’ 
a peculiarly suitable reappearance. ’ West lndian born, and thus made

From the initial over the Kent batsmen were completely on ton of r tx

was any sting it was killed by Alec Hearne, who stayed loo minutes for 5 ° Dav 
a minor degree, Huish, were the most prolific run getters but in noint c and, m
Linings stood out by itself. When Day, who hit up his score in m in CT“ket Woolley’s 
was tremendously fast, but it was extraordinary while the latest Tonbridge ""‘Toting
During three-quarters of an hour I22 were added, and of th^e On. sh™.
claimed 77. Huish, who batted an hour, had the luck to teSby 1OVely ^'’ing, 
of strokes all round the wicket. Day and Woollev both sent the ball e?ecut^d a number 
times and Huish ten. Of the West Indian bowlem only Ollivierre caused i b°nndary fourteen 
wickets cost 144 runs. Before stumps were drawn for the day the West'’tir and hlS seven 
for no wicket. c Udy Tne West Indians scored 15

On resuming, rims were made with considerable freedom W oUK k

respectable scores, none beyond Bancroft played a noteworthy  ’inningThe to"1 ?atsmen made 
^53 ^ine^-^ capable

wicket at 8, but then Austin and“Harcagrnr?viThst™^ their first

total to 87 before the visitors’ captain was caught and bowled bvTdr^’61^^^ carried the 
Harragin, who made a number of fine drives, left, and although SmVth nm™“' Soon afterwards 
made praiseworthy efforts to cause Kent to bat again, the remaining bat2n«i Med'"' Constantine

. „ _ First Innings.
A. Hearne, c Constantine, b ” ~ 

Ollivierre
Humphreys, c Cumberbatch, 

b Goodman ..
Mr. A. P. Day, c and b 

Ollivierre
Mn K. L. Hutchings, b 

Ollivierre .....................
Seymour, b. Ollivierre..
Woolley, c Cumberbatch, b

Goodman

52

39

82

35

77

Mr. C. H. B. Marsham, c Con­
stantine, b Ollivierre

Lord Harris, b Ollivierre 
Huish, c Harragin, b Smith ..
Fairservice, not out 
Blythe, b Ollivierre

Byes, 12 ; l.-b., 7 
n.-b., 2..

Total

36

%

23

471

CKR First I„„ingiWEST INDIANS

•R, • Bancroft, c Marsham, b second Innings,
ß ythe ....

G- Learmond, c Hutchings, b' 53 C °ay’ b Hutch«ngs .. 
•olythe .. ..

c Eairservice, b 
Blythe .. .. ’

p Amiib’ b Hutchings 
p ™9°.odn,an>b Biythe ;; 
K- Ollivierre, c sub, b Blythe 
n’ b Blythe
a yia'*enor» run out .
BUT8’“’. St

C. Cumberbatch,’ c Huisb, b 
Hutchings

C. S. Morrison, not out' 
Extras ..

20
32
17

8
24

31

Total .. .. 248

not out ..

C and b Fairservice 
h piay: b Fairserv>ce 
b Blythe ..
c sub, b Blythe "
b Hutchings
c Huish, b Hutchings" 
c Seymour, b Fairservice

c Huish, b Hutchings ..

b Blythe ..
Extras . ‘ '

Total

29
8

3»

5:

•. 209
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First Innings, 
o. M. 

Smith .. .. 2t 3
Morrison .. 11 2
Goodman .. ig 2
Cumberbatch .. ig 2
Ollivierre .. 33.2 2

R.
82
57
70
95

144

BOWLING ANALYSIS.

w.
i Morrison bowled two no-balls, and 
o Cumberbatch and Ollivierre each 
2 bowled one wide.
o
7

First Innings. 
O. M. R. W.

Blythe .. .. 36 13 86 7
Fairservice .. 12 2 36 o
Hutchings .. 20 3 79 2
Humphreys .. 6 1 25 o

Hutchings bowled two wides.

Second Innings.

Blythe ..
Fairservice 
Hutchings 
Humphreys

o. M.
23.5 6

17 2
15 4

5 o

R. W.
48 3
56 3
73 4
25 o

Ube homeward ADatL
A continuance of favourable weather was being enjoyed in the West Indies when the 

K.M.S.P. “ Atrato ” left Barbados at noon on July 4th. She arrived at Southampton at 12.15 p.m. 
on Monday, July 16th, and the mails were delivered in London by first post on the following 
morning. Among the homeward passengers were His Grace the Archbishop of Port of Spain Mr 
H. E. Murray, Mr. Cecil Morris, Mr. M. J. Taurel, and Mr. B. G. White. We extract the following 
notes from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents:—

Peasantry and Cotton in Antigua.
The Hon. A. St. G. Spooner reports that during the fortnight ended June 28th, drier weather 

was experienced. This enabled those estates that had not yet finished crop to make a drive and 
get through before the juice got any weaker. The young cane crop generally looked v^ry promising, 
but even promising crops would not raise the Island from its depressed condition as long as sugar 
remained at present prices.

Messrs. Cole and Railton, two gentlemen interested in cotton planting, had just arranged to 
purchase Colebrooke’s Estate for this purpose; no doubt a continuance of present cotton prices 
would see many other unworked lands going into cultivation again, and some of the lands on sugar 
estates that would otherwise have been planted in cane, would also probably be added to the cotton 
area. It was doubtful whether the one ginning factory in the Island would be abU to handle the 
cotton likely to be produced in the coming crop. A local syndicate was clearing the Government 
land at “ Piccadilly ” out of the dense bush in which it had lain for many years, and was putting in 
about fifty acres of cotton. The pity was that the peasants would not take up cotton growing; 
there was such a large area in the Island quite suitable for it which could really only be worked by 
peasants, but whilst these folk would readily plant cane and haul it for miles to a sugar factory, 
they did not favour cotton growing.

The Bendal’s factory had bought over 4000 tons of peasant grown cane so far for the crop, and 
Gunthorpe’s factory over 1000 tons. The former cane had come from no fewer than 40 different 
properties, and from an area at least eight or nine miles wide. The transport difficulties encountered 
by the growers were often very great, the cane being packed down from most inaccessible places on 
donkeys’ backs and loaded at the roads on to small carts, which hauled it over what were often 
very bad hilly roads to the factory. With all these difficulties, the peasant preferred growing 
cane to anything else except ground provisions. Owing to the enterprise of Messrs. Henckell 
DuBuisson & Co., a Louisiana expert had arrived in the Island, who would experiment 
with the methods of cane cultivation practised there on the lands in Antigua. Anything that would 
enable the planters to substitute mechanical for manual work in cultivating and weeding the land 
would be a real blessing to many in the Island.

Perfect Weather in Barbados.
The report of the Joint Committee, of which the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne was Chairman, 

recommending that the Legislature should grant a subsidy not exceeding £4000 per annum towards 
a mail company performing certain conditions, had been adopted, and a resolution was passed by 
the House of Assembly embodying its terms, which would no doubt go forward to the Secretary of 
State by the mail. Mr. Alleyne, writing on June 30th, said it was to be hoped that the expectation 
of a speedy and definite decision on the question of the mail service would be realised.

The annual ploughing match and exhibition of stock of the Agricultural Society took place 
at Applewhaite’s in St. Thomas on June 27th. The teams of oxen and show of mules were certainly 
a marked improvement over those of a few years back, and it was evident that animals were now more 
carefully selected and better attended to. The Attorney, Mr. Gay C. Edghill, welcomed the company 
in the spacious boiling-house, which has replaced the one burnt down in 1904. The prizes were given 
away by His Excellency the Acting Governor, the Hon. S. W. Knaggs. The exhibits for the Toronto 
Exhibition were to go forward in July, and a handbook and a catalogue had been prepared.

June had been a perfect month. Since the 5th, showers had been falling almost con­
tinuously, and were still doing so on the last day, at the time of writing. They had not been so 
heavy in the latter half of the month, but fully ample, and the land was now thoroughly soaked. 
In some parts of St. Lucy and in Scotland as much as 5 ins. fell in a very few hours, and those, of 
course, caused wash, but with these exceptions there had been nothing to regret. The general 
rainfall had been from 10 to 12 ins. for the month, and as there had been also sunny hours between
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the rains, the vegetation was coming on with marvellous rapidity. The plant canes were healthy 
and vigorous, and the ratoons much improved. Cotton and all kinds of provisions and green 
dressings had made a good start. The few unfortunate windmills which had not yet finished crop 
were having a bad time of it. It had been impossible to dry the megass, and wood and coal had 
had to be largely resorted to. Even so, on many days the rain prevented sugar being made, and 
canes might be seen actually rooting in the yard. Besides this, the juice was naturally very 
impure, and would either not make sugar at all, or cause it to polarise very low.

On July 1st, Mr. Alleyne added that the bulk of their produce had now been sold. The 
price of muscovado sugar was quoted at $1.50 for 89° test, dark crystals «1.00 for 060 te^t 
centnfugahsed muscovado $1.90 in bags and $2 in brls. Molasses 14 cents

No tea from British Guiana.
., B?ard °f having decided to issue a monthly publication devoted to
the work of that Department as well as of the Department of Lands and Mines, and the combined 
Court were to be approached to advance a grant to meet the necessary expenditure. At the same 
meeting Professor Harrison mentioned that the tea experiments had totally failed

The hearing of the charge against Colonel Lushington, the Chief of Police, for manslaughter 
in connection with the riots of last December, was concluded, and decision reserved.

Dominica’s Produce Protection Act.
In a letter dated June 30th Mr. E. A. Agar stated that the new Produce Protection Act was 

to come into force on July 2nd. Its provisions were rather complicated, and likely to be onerous in 
certain cases, but on the whole it should afford real protection to both growers and purchasers of 
produce Judging by the number of applications sent in for “ Sellers’ Licences ” the peasants 
appeared to have grasped the situation amazingly well, and in the abstract at anv mm T 1 
approved of the measure. The past fortnight been wet and seasonable' Y

The Death of Dr. Orgias of Grenada.
We are informed by Mr. C. Falconer Anton that one of the subiects on thn ncmnrb

g-“•
that afternoon. Rumour stated that His Excellency the Governor would nav 7t v ? ?°oCk 
Lucia a farewell visit, leaving- Grenada about Tnbr 1™+ + • U, PaX Vincent and St.
from that colony. There were no complaints to make ¿V as r^waTco*^ departure
was looking beautifully green. It had been decided to hold an exhibition in thTmrish^f ^^ 
and a local committee was working up details The date a^ far 1 e Pansn of St. Andrew,

The S.S. “ Maraval,” which ran ashore when coming KiT?8 1™! yet been fixed‘ 
Trinidad, had arrived safely at New York. The Superintendent ofPpX voyage from
by her for England via the United States and Canada. f Publlc Works was a passenger

Cotton v. Sugar in Montserrat.
Mr. Conrad Watson, writing on June 25th, reported that ann/i on , , . every day for the past fortnight and everyone seemed to be planting smutch of 7 nearly
Owing to the low prices obtained by peasant proprietors for theFr‘ f ?°tton. 

had turned their attention to cotton, and the acreage under cnlHvTf g ’ a number of them 
the last crop. His Excellency the Governor was expend “the that °f

The freedom from crime in Nevis.
fhe Circuit Court had just been held in Nevis before the Hon C A eu

and got through all its work (criminal) in one day, which indicated a frPAd' r nd wr?te on June 27th 
tnat spoke well for the conduct of the inhabitants, who were certlinlVa "”7 °f ma§ni‘“de
munity. Strange to say, bad as things were there, Nevis had not *w<l, dlnK and peaceful, com- 
enugration as many of the other islands, this being due mainly to the r y “ much bY
who had a direct interest in the land. From all accounts A 7; k “umber °‘ peasant proprietors 
the largest quota towards the band of emigrants making tor Panama COntnbuted Proportionately

A Permanent Exhibition Committee had been appointed at t7Lt
and hoped to send m some exhibits to Toronto meeting of their Society

The weather during June had been all that could be desired , a .
proceeded with satisfactorily, but it was absolutely essential for a PlantinS had been
industry that the uncertainty at present attached to shippine should ,ProPer development of this 
sooner the better for all concerned. The stars in fb^iv A? ng be done away with and 
unfortunate islands, and it was about time that they were ¿ven a clearrcourse amf afgai"St theSe
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Agricultural loans in Trinidad.
When the Hon. G. f. Fenwick wrote on July 2nd, a draft’Ordinance, intended to secure 

advances of agricultural produce, had just been made public. The objects and reasons of this 
Ordinance are set forth at the end of the draft, which came forward by the mail, and can be seen at 
the West India Committee Rooms. It would probably be read a first time at the next meeting.

the weather continued exactly as last reported, and the spring of canes for 1907 progressed 
well. planters complained of the high winds which had accompanied the heavy rains, and
reported that m consequence the young fruit with flowers which promised for December, had dis­
appeared. Deliveries from the country had been on a fairly liberal scale, and owing to the strong 
demand, had been absorbed at previous quotations. Fine Estates were quoted at 54s., Mixed 
Estates at 53s-> and Ordinary at 52s. per 50 kilos, c. and f., Havre, for delivery during the last two 
months of the year. The Venezuelan market continued very firm, but supplies had been on a more 
liberal scale.

Shipments.
. . 92,006 bags, Trinidad 22,676 bags, Venezuela

25 ,, ,, — ,, ,, Europe.
B310 ,, „ —
3’2$5 ,, ,, 300 ,, ,, New York.

• — ,, ,, 20 ,, , Canada.
• 250 >> », — ,, New York.

E975 >> • > — ,, ,, Europe.
I5° >> >> — ,, ,, New York.
733 >■ ,, 250 ,, ,, Europe.

Totals of last report
June 18th.— S.S. “ Venezuela ”

„ 10th.—S.S. “ Tagus ”
,, 23rd.—S.S. “ Grenada ” ..
,, 23rd.—S.S. “ Ocamo ”
, 25th.— S.S. “ PrinS Willem V.”

,, 25th.—S.S. “ Bolivia ”
,, 28th. — S.S. “Trent”
„ 28th.—S.S. “ Prins Willem FI.”

Totals to date 99»7J4 bags Trinidad 23,246 bags Venezuela.

©ur
The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, Vol. X., No. 6.—The issue of this publication for June 

a^coun^ a sPecial meeting of the Board of Management to discuss hurricane insurance with Mr. Head. 
R J’ ^•ayl°F"-^omv^^e contributes valuable instructions relative to turning down English tick and insect eating 

birds and adapting them to tropical climates. Colonel Pinnock draws attention to the value of milk production in 
conjunction with cattle raising, and Mr. Cradwick continues his notes on cocoa raising, while the pages generally 
are full of matters of agricultural interest of all descriptions.

IRotes ot Snterest
CUBAN IMMIGRATION. It is stated that the Cuban Congress has approved a Bill authorising the 

expenditure of $1,000,000 (£200,000) to encourage immigration. Eight per cent, of this sum is to 
be used in bringing families from Europe and the Canary Islands, and the balance in bringing 
labourers from Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Northern Italy.

WEST INDIAN The West Indian delegates at the Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the 
REPRESENTATIVES. Empire were: Barbados : Mr. J. R. Bancroft and Mr. R. Rutherford ; Jamaica : 

Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. William Gillespie, and Hon. W. Fawcett ; Trinidad : Mr. W. Gordon Gordon, 
Hon. George Goodwille, Hon. W. S. Robertson, and Mr. L. J. Bernstein.

A COMPLIMENT. The Government of Madras, being anxious to improve the quality of the tobacco 
grown in the Presidency, have had under consideration the desirability of employing a curer 
from Jamaica. As, however, it was felt that the curing must depend so much on local conditions, 
the matter was postponed. It is a compliment to the Jamaica tobacco industry that a Jamaican 
and not a Cuban was to be chosen.

GERMAN COMBINE. The syndicate of German Sugar Refiners has recently held a meeting in Berlin 
with a view to constituting a selling combine. The scheme of agreement has been adopted in all 
essential points, says the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, and the Society has been authorised to 
make arrangements with each of the refineries. The Convention has not for its end the utilisation 
of the Customs surtax ; it aims at assuring fixed prices and at putting an end to the competition 
which at this moment causes such trouble in the whole sugar market.

COTTON REPORT. Messrs. Wolstenholme and Holland, in their weekly report on the Sea Island 
cotton market, dated July 10th, state that a fair business has been done in West Indian Sea Island 
descriptions at rather easier prices. There continues to be a fair demand for cotton at I2d. to I4d., 
but above that figure there is practically no inquiry, except for a few bales of superfine cotton occa­
sionally at iyd. to 2od. Qualities say “ good ” to “ fine ” only interest buyers when obtainable at iqd. 
to I5d., and they think this may continue, the reason being that consumers only require substitutes 
for Florida and inferior Island cotton at about this price, and for crop lots of Island, iyd. and over. 
Many of the recent arrivals show want of stamina in the fibre, evidently the result of drought. The 
sales include Nevis: 13d. to iqd., Barbados : i4d. to 13d., Antigua: I4jd. to lyjd., St. Thomas : 13 jd. to 
I4|d., and St. Vincent (stained) : 7|d. to qd.
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Ube JEbitor’s
Under this heading we. record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian stand point, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
received by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed., ’ ’July

Thurs., July

Fri.,

Sat.,

Sun, 
Mon.,

Tues., 
Wed.,

July

July

July

July 
July

11 th.—Resolution in favour of mutual preference within the Empire carried at the Congress of Chambers 
°x Bommeree of the Empire.—At a meeting at the Mansion House a resolution in favour 
ot holding a Franco-British Exhibition in London in 1908 was carried.— The New 
Australian Mail Contract awarded to Sir James Laing and Sons, of Sunderland (present 
holders Orient-Royal Mail Line).—88% Beet, 8s. 4|d., dull.

Wireless telegraphy established between Victoria and Tasmania (120 miles).— Mr. Haldane 
expounded his Army reorganisation scheme in the House of Commons.—Beet 8s. 4|d., 
o LCdCL V •

13th.—Lord Elgin presided over a dinner to the delegates of the Congress of Chambers of Commerce 
01 tne h.mpire.—Beet, 8s. 4jd., quiet.

14th.—Sir West Ridgeway and the Members of his Commission returned to London.—Beet (morning 
can;, os. 4^0., steady.

I^u‘ ■^ion^VJas declared war against Guatemala.
tdth.-Mr Alfred Beit clied^The West Indian Cricket team entertained at dinner by the M.C.C..

4.1 mT , Hon. Walter Long, M.P., presiding.—Beet 8s ad anipf
18th m® W®st Indians bY six wickets—Beet,’8s.' 4jd.7 steady.
18th.—Beet (morning call), 8s. 4fd., steady. 2 y

12th.—

Weather Uelegram&
Henry KdIvs™ IK Iuly I3fth’ “ Weather is to° ^t.” (Messrs.
(The Direct West India Cable C J continues favourable in Berbice.” Jamaica-

Th U I M

per R.M.S.P. “ Atrato ” (Capt. H. J. Boby) 
Barnardo, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur, Mr JPM Brewis° Hon A‘ A,Ien- Mrs- Beaucierk, Mr. W. s’
G Eccles, Mr. P. W. Fairweather Mr MdMrs T w F C’ Bird- Mn and Miss Di*s. Mr. and Mrs’
Hon C. B. Hamilton, Mr. E. Hargreaves Judi A‘ Ferreira> Mr. J. Gillespie, Miss V. Har^eavei
Mr. A. C. McCullum, Mr. H E Murrav Mr M Ar m Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, Mr W D 1 awlev
His Honour Sir E. NorthSie B“v °r' A' H- McEnnery, Mr. and Mrs &
Ponsonby, Mr. R. L. Prada Miss I Renwick F2SkJin^ton> Miss Pocklington, Mr H E Pittam Mr c*
Mr. W. Sabina, Mr. H Sp^i^t, MrÄ W S “[h T. C. Rayner Mr ^

Mrs., and Miss Tomlinson, Rev. Brother Wilson Mr b‘ r Wkr,Sau’ L- G- Tebbs, Mr. M. J Taurel Mr 
Warren Miss B. Hagen, Mr. J. M. Iturbe. Mrs and Mfrs Lee Yoe M‘ WülrLs Mr J w'

Outward Bookings ner R M r> ««m >> ee’ Bee, Mr. and Mrs. T. Northron Mr C' « i Abbott Mr. Russell, Mr. J RPBau« I9‘h : Mr'
Dr. L. Fabien, Mr. M. Cooper, Mr T Russell Mr R at A' Mr’ R. Blundstone, Mr Teran Mrs P Ro ■ ’

-r-. The Imperia] Direct West Indin c
Rowe), July 14th : Mi. H. Bond, Mr T per R-M.S. “Port Henderson ” (Cant W r
Isaacs, Air. A. O. R. Kin? Lieut t p k ’ Mr- Forrest, Mr. W. C. Fraser Mr W r w ♦ 1 (Gapt. W R.
MacMahon, Mr. G OUoJ Mr and Mr^S rg^ Mr. L- Kier, Lieut. J Lamond r Mr W’ K

S Ä £

Sugar 

Molasses ..

Rum
Cattle Food 
& Molascuit 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Coconuts .. 
Copra 
Cotton 
Cotton Seed 
Asphalt 
Oranges 
Bananas .. 
Pimento .. 
Spice 
Gold 
Diamonds ..

Jßarbabos.
Jan. ist to June 29th.

1906 1905.
35>98z 23.295 tons.

51,203 33,125 puns.

British Guiana. 
Jan. ist to June 28th.

1906. 1905.
36,080 25,738 tons

i»932 1,652 csks.

0,493 6,767 puns

3-539 2,932 tons
3>3CO 11,580 lbs.

50,538 237,271

43,563 44,204 ozs.
_ 788 3,337 carats

«Vlll \

Jamaica.
APril »st to June iotb.

J906- 1905.
5 °-9 4>376 tons

478,179 506,040 galls.

2r’24* 9,324 cwts.
r.,;’3’6 5’475 „

44=^795 957,88o

15^036 28,620 lbs.

5,467,851 1,920,850
3'437>’93 3,402,940 bunches.

»3,837 13,853 cwts.

rnicbi jnoies.
"Crinibab.

Jan. 1st to July 2nd.

1906. 1905.
458,002 272,174 bags &brls.

1 T>593 2,887 puns. I
1 148 178 tres. ’
V 69 ,65 brls. J

72 346 puns

i6,856,oio 21,382,1^ lbs.
16,160 11,930 ,

6-657,6o5 4,838,440
8’^.8 5,323 bags

65,9^3 57,178 tons

Grcnaba.
Oct. ist to June 28th. 

!906 1905.

50,872 60,209 bags.

990 703 bales.
5>052 4,745 hags.

. ( 3>7f9 3,97i bils.
“J 366 514 J-brls.
S 1 298 488 cases.

_w I 121 169 bags.
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OUR CELEBRITIES.

No. LXXII.

Gbe West $nbia Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

July 24th, 1906

Telegrams: "Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

Sir aames Sbaw Ibap, Hc.G.db.O.

the purveyors of manures and fertilisers now 
which they supply brought prominently befc

Our present issue being the two-hundredth of 
the new series of the West India Com­

mittee Circular, which, in its original form, was 
first published in 1886—twenty years ago,—we 
may be excused for saying a few words about 
ourselves in connection with the many adver­
tisements which now adorn our pages. It is 
nearly three years since the development of this 
journal was first contributed to by the addition 
of advertisement pages, and from the four pages 
of August 17th, 1903, this portion of our publi­
cation has already increased to eighteen. Thanks 
to the great advance which has taken place in 
the methods of reproduction, through the deve­
lopment of the half-tone process, advertisements 
are rendered artistic, and anyone who turns over 
our pages will, we think, agree that many of 
them are particularly attractive from this point 
of view. As regards ourselves and our adver­
tisers, the advantages are mutual. The makers 
of sugar and cotton machinery, and of the 
various articles indispensable to factories, and 

largely used in the West Indies, have the articles 
the notice of the very people most likely to be
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interested, at a tithe of the price which it would cost them to circularise them individually, while on 
t e other hand the addition of this department has enabled the scope of the West India Committee 
Csreula,-to be developed to such an extent that it has now reached to, and is largely quoted in all 
parts of the world, including, for example, America, Canada, India, Mauritius, Queensland, Fiji, and 

gypt, in connection with the technical and especial interests which it represents. For this and 
or the reason that our readers are now undoubtedly showing, as we hope they will continue

o, a preference for the firms advertising in our columns, the Circular as an advertising 
me mm is unequalled It is regarded no longer in the light of one of those ordinary period.cals of 

“ CirCUlati°n inC1Ud6S Wh°IeSale free dis‘"bution a°d ^e consignment o 
bundles of copies to the waste paper basket; but, as one of the character of a trade journal 

whose pages planter and merchant will find exactly what they want. In the course of 
a year nearly 100,000 copies of the West India Committee Circular are issued and orc 1 f

revival of old and the establishment of ne S a ° , • T W lDd‘eS g°lng ahead’ and with the 
manufacturers on this side like to sun 7 ” T Th eXpansion of the "ants which
friends in the West Indies ar anxL T f T ’ which
no need for buyers in th se cTonies to T^Th * h°me' "™ld '«
knew where they could get them Z 

instances, not before them and it is in 'c ' “formation is, in a multiplicity of
advertisement pages to be doing a -rood work” ' TT knowu that we may claim through our
patronising our advertisers in a spirit which is quite 7 they already support us loyally by
almost getting something for nothin Theree 7 T reSU1‘ —
weekly journal which, a" member 7f «7^7^ f 4 leadet’ a 

below the cost of printing, publishing and postage. ommittee, they receive at considerably

development of the proposals for controlling the market for Dm • 
considerable interest, not only by the partie^ail^

cessful an endeavour will, doubtless, be made to apnlv th ' 7 ’ b ’ masmuch as >f they are sue-
by our readers generally. Though it is too early as yet toatZft T Pr°duCe’ a’S0
is likely to be attained, the details of the scheme which we are n ° T““1 What measure °f success 
welcome. It appears that a company entitled the Colonial Trad T tO eXP°Und Wi“’ be
a working capital of ¿I5o,ooo. This company will make Jri T“0” - to be formed, with 

rum, and to pay cash for it by way of advances, or upon del to purcha^ their
Jamaica at the price (upon the basis of the average for the last en^’ 7 T Shipping port in 
produced on his estate was sold in Great Britain or other count TT “ planter’s 
any deduction whatever for wharfage and boatage and 2T‘ TeXP°rted>
pay an increase of 6d. per gallon on the average pTe ota^d f ^b’ * WiU a«-e ‘°
been so d m the Island, and also to advance ^erLicaUv to th , Whe^ tha — has
hen or for good security up to 7o % of the value of the rum c P T “ reQUired’ on agricultural 
planter m consideration of these payments, will a^ree tZ 7 J °f 6% per anna“- The 
years, to manufacture his rum in a pot still, and to increase hi' ^‘ivation for a period of ten
.d undertake to sell to the company all the rum

■ * will, moreover,
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pledge himself not to transfer his estate without first giving the company the refusal, and, as far as 
egally possible, the agreement will bind his successors. Any dispute regarding the quality, 

colour or strength of the rum will be settled by two London brokers, one appointed by the planter 
and the other by the company. Such appear to be the main outlines of the plan, in connection with 
which, a gentleman, described in the local press as a “ wealthy capitalist ” and whose name we are not 
as yet permitted to divulge, returned to Jamaica with Mr. J. C. Nolan, the special Commissioner for 
the protection of Jamaica rum. He arrived in the Island on June 15th and began a tour of the 
western parishes, where it was intended to hold a series of Conferences with the planters. 
The attitude of the trade at home does not seem favourable, but for ourselves, we venture to express 
no opinion regarding the proposals. The movement is a purely voluntary one, and it will be for the 
Jamaica planters themselves to decide whether they will support it and whether it will be to their 
ultimate advantage to do so or not.

\X7E are informed to-day, as we go to press, on very good authority, that the Crown Agents, 
acting upon the instructions of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, have invited 

tenders for wireless stations at Jamaica, Antigua, St. Kitts, Montserrat, Dominica, St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent, Barbados, Grenada, Trinidad and Demerara, and for the establishment of wireless 
communication between Georgetown, British Guiana, and either Port-of-Spain or Barbados, and, 
further, to provide and direct apparatus for establishing communication between any two of the 
smaller Islands at a distance of, say, not exceeding 150 miles, and further to establish communication 
between Trinidad and Jamaica. We should like very much to know whether the Imperial Govern­
ment or the Colonies are expected to defray the cost of this experiment. We say experiment 
advisedly, for such it must indeed be considered. Otherwise, it is inconceivable that over 62,000 miles 
of cable would have been laid in the past few years if wireless was really suitable for commercial and 
strategic purposes over long distances. We have already expressed our views on this latter point in a 
previous Circular (No. 198, p. 335), and having regard to the very strong resolution adopted by the 
Chambers of Commerce for the Empire calling upon the Government to provide an all-British means 
of cable communication through Canada with and between our West Indian Colonies, we cannot help 
feeling disappointed at the Crown Agents taking this step, which seems to us to indicate a policy of 
tinkering instead of grappling with a question which so closely concerns the commerce of the Colonies.

Sir Sanies Sbaw 1k.G./n\G.
Since he retired from the Government of Trinidad in 1901, Sir James Shaw Hay has, as a 

member of the West India Committee, continued to identify himself with West Indian affairs. It is right 
and proper therefore that he should find a place in our portrait gallery of celebrities. Like that of many 
another West Indian Governor his earlier career was a military one. He joined the old 89th (Princess 
Victoria’s) Regiment in 1858, and served with it in India through the latter part of the Mutiny and 
until 1865. He was promoted Captain and Adjutant of the Glasgow Highlanders in 1868. Seven 
years later he was appointed Inspector General of the Gold Coast Constabulary, in which capacity he 
conducted several valuable exploring expeditions into the interior. In 1878 he became Assistant 
Colonial Secretary of the Gold Coast, and in 1881 was transferred to Mauritius as Inspector-General 
of Police. In 1885 he was made Administrator of the Gambia, and he administered the Government 
of the West African Settlements from 1886 to 1887. He served in the Yonnie expedition, 1887-8, for 
which he received the medal and clasps. When the Gambia was separated from Sierra Leone he became 
Governor of the latter Colony. He succeeded Sir Walter.Sendall as Governor of Barbados in 1891, 
where he remained until his retirement, after a double term of office, in 1901. He was made C.M.G. 
in 1887, and K.C.M.G. in 1889. The Colony of Barbados has reason to be very grateful to Sir James 
Hay for the Government acquisition of the water supply and its extension throughout the Island; for 
his sagacious and prompt measures after the disastrous hurricane in 1898; and for his piloting the 
Colony successfully through a period of severe financial depression.
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Ube (Bolden Gult ot ¡paria.
A KTrimd?d hopes in time to have her harbour, alongside the quays of which vessels of large 
draught will be able to he. Meanwhile, passengers from the ocean steamers are taken ashore in a 
launch, while cargo is landed in vessels such as that depicted in our full-page illustration. Port of 
Spain which nestles at the foot of the superb range of mountains seen in the background lies on the 
shore of the Gulf of Pana, a practically land-locked sea with narrow straits north and south, known 

Prag°ncf th® Drag°n’s Mouth, and “ Boca del Sierpe,” the Serpent’s 
Mouth at the south, through which Columbus entered. The waters are muddy and in striking 
F<Tthfs rea^ Caribbean, but they are, however, none the less beautiful for that”
for this reason, like those of Italy s River Arno, the waters appear golden.

Ube West Jnbia Committee*
r a-a^^^ election of Members to the West India Committee will be held to-morrow Tulv obrh

AS E2S
Cotton in Jamaica.

Mr. John Barclay writing on the prospects of cotton in Tamaica savs • « Akh«»rrh k 
been so unfortunate as to get rather a b^nV ^-,1 • J ««naica says.— Although we have 
to the attack of caterpillars judging from a 11 nr^ ’ a m co^on cultivation, owing
only perhaps at intervals of several years abou/fou^ oWive^nd^ P!ktS w7 C°me number’ 
are doing so very well, we do not think we should b^ t™ ?6 T°ther WeSt Indian Islands
have looked for to be grown in those disheartened. It is just the crop that we
not much choice in the matter of industries In Vere thX ^er%Unhke T* °f Jamaica’ there is
an excellent rotation with sugar. In the plains of St Fh>ah tb°ik 7 fnd S7ck’ cotton will make 
food crops, and a good export crop t ? 7° * httIe Cultivation all, except
quality of cotton could be^od^d even there showed that a higPh

instance, was grown at Mountainside. As showing some of ’the 1“ Jamalca> for
instance of an estate of a gentleman in Nevis (who also has nronertv in T? lsl“ds; we S^e the
UP sugar there. There are forty-nine acres under cultivafini Pa 7 and who has given
will produce 300 lbs. of lint pe/acre^ and the"total ac^ °f that’ 7? f°Urteen acre field
from the valuation set on the samples sent home th a g ayeraSe> 2oo lb. of lint. Judgingvalued at rs. r4d„ is. 3d„ rs. 4^ anl Ts\7 handsome-these sampled blinf

catch crop with cane, and has given very remunerative returns S° C°tt°n haS been grown as a

Ube West 5nbies as a Source of Cotton Suppip.
A a $IR ,PANIEL Morris, Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture for tb^ ääz + t j-

address on the present position and prospects of the Sea Idand CnV1W®St Indles’ delivered an 
the West India Committee Rooms at 4 pPm. on Thursday My^h^r H WeSt Indies a‘
there was a very large attendance, among those present were - Sir Ano^t ’ Dayson P^sided, and 
Jones, Sir E Noel Walker, Lady Morris, Sir George Wat^Mr o g Sir Alfred L.
Lamonh M.P., Right Hon. J. Parker Smith, Mr. Arthur ä PhlhPps> Mr. Norman
Mr. J. Beesty, Mrs. Bowen, Mr. H. Bubeck Mr F Ri v ett’ ^r‘ Warwick, Mr. Batlev 
Carrington, Mr. E. R. S. Cheales, Brig.-Gen. W. A Colling ^r‘ George Carrington, Miss
Mr. Alex. K. Duncan, Mr. A. E. H. Dussek Mr Fdwa a t?’ Mr’ ^^rymple, Mr. N Dawson 
Hon. W. Fawcett, Mr. W. G. Freeman, Mr. C. ^Cenrick^ibbo EUiott> Miss Eversley’
Hon. G. Goodwille, Mr. W. Goodwin Mr E GnnM; * m ns’ Mlss Glttens, Mr. W Gillesnm Erl mh l r Jr#’ Gr^ Mi- Ä

Mr. B. A Neilson, M*. D S N^e m"e’
Plaxton, Mr. Tames Peet Hon A C' id ° l 5 at ' f'^^as Oliver, Air H C' idi a ’ 
Sol’erMeV. S^peS^^O^

Alfred J aS
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The Chairman, in introducing the lecturer to the meeting, read a letter from Lord Elgin, saying 
that he would have liked much to preside at the meeting, but in consequence of the return of Sir West 
Ridgeway’s Committee, and the pressing importance of the South African Questions which now have 
to be considered, he was unable to be present.

In the course of his remarks the lecturer said that Sea Island cotton» was a long stapled variety 
possessing great strength and fineness. The best sorts were used for making Brussels lace, chiffon 
and other delicate fabrics, also gloves and handkerchiefs, as well as, in some instances, the sails of 
yachts, the tyres of motors, and the most durable mail bags. Hitherto the available supply of the 
best qualities of this cotton had been obtained from the Sea Islands off the coast of South Carolina. 
Somewhat lower qualities had been obtained from certain districts in Florida and Georgia. The total 
production from all sources during the last ten years averaged 90,000 bales of 400 lbs. each, or about 
36 million pounds annually. The value would be about 2J million sterling.

Origin of the revived Cotton Industry.
About 100 years ago the West Indies produced nearly all the cotton used in this country; 

later, cotton was discarded in favour of sugar and other crops yielding larger profits. Sugar now was 
not so profitable, hence the necessity for subsidiary industries. The recent revival of cotton planting 
was one of the results of the valuable services rendered to the West Indies by the Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture. Sea Island cotton was selected because the plant yielding it was formerly 
obtained from the West Indies, hence it was peculiarly adapted to the conditions existing there. In 
1903 the Imperial Commissioner, while on a visit to the United States, obtained ¿"500 worth of cotton­
seed from one of the best estates in the Sea Islands, and thus was laid the foundation of an important 
new industry in the West Indies.

As showing the steady growth of cotton planting in this part of the world, it was stated that 
in 1902 the value of the lint and seed was just under ¿"10,000; in 1903 it was nearly ¿"12,000 ; in 
1904 nearly ¿"32,000 and in 1905 over ¿"63,000. The returns for the year 1906 were not yet 
completed but the value of the lint and seed produced during the quarter ending March 31st last was 
nearly ¿"42,000, or two-thirds of that for the year 1905. The total value of the industry to date 
might, therefore, be placed at nearly ¿"160,000.

There was still room for further development, provided the requirements of the market were 
closely studied, and exactly the right class of cotton was produced. . The prices obtained had in some 
cases exceeded those paid for similar cotton grown in the Sea Islands. The highest prices, as for 
instance at St. Vincent, had reached 2od. per pound, Barbados and Antigua came next with prices 
varying from 13d. to iqd. per pound. Excellent qualities of cotton had also been produced at 
St. Kitts, Nevis and Montserrat.

It was fortunate that Sea Island cotton was so well suited to the circumstances of the smaller 
sugar Islands, where a paying alternative industry had long been sought for. Cotton growing had not 
been taken up to any considerable extent as yet at Jamaica, British Guiana, Trinidad and Dominica, 
as in these Colonies other industries such as fruit, rice, cacao and limes, had already received consider­
able attention, and probably, except in the case of Jamaica, they were better adapted for such industries 
than for cotton.

In St. Kitts, Sea Island cotton was being grown as a catch crop on sugar estates, and was 
yielding, according to recent returns, a net profit varying from ¿”3 10s. to ¿"6 per acre. In the other 
islands where cotton was successfully grown the net profit may vary from ¿¿to ¿"io and even ¿"12 
per acre, depending on the character of the soil, and the skill and attention devoted to the cultivation.

An opening for young Capitalists.
He went on to say that there were promising openings for young men of. the right 

stamp, with a capital, say, of ¿"1,500 to ¿"3,000, to embark in the new cotton cultivation in the West 
Indies’. He advised prospective settlers to go out during the winter months and thoroughly study the 
conditions beforehand. A fair amount of land was reported to be available in Antigua, Montserrat, 
and Nevis, and possibly also at St. Vincent, at prices ranging from ¿"2 to ¿"7 per acre; in a few 
instances land might possibly be rented at about 8s. to 12s. per acre. Men new to the tropics were 
advised to attach themselves, for one season at all events, to a good cotton plantation in order to become 
practically acquainted with the details of the cultivation before starting on their own account.

A small handbook entitled “ A.B.C. of Cotton Planting for the West Indies,” to be obtained 
on application to the Secretary of the West India Committee (price 3d., post free), might be usefully 
consulted • also the files of the Agricultural News and the West Indian Bulletin, issued by the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture. It was proposed to prepare a register of planters in the West Indies 
who would be willing to receive young men as pupils and afford them the opportunity of learning the 
details of cotton planting. This would be published in a forthcoming issue of the West India 

Committee Circular.
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In conclusion, Sir Daniel Morris mentioned that the prospects of growing Sea Island cotton in 
the West Indies was distinctly promising. The demand for this class of cotton, on a basis of about 
is. per pound, was increasing everywhere, the climate and conditions in the West Indies 
exactly suited the plant, and there was an intelligent class of planters and an adequate labour supply 
to carry on the cultivation on a moderately large scale, say up to 20,000 bales, at probably a lower 
cost than in the Sea Islands. There was also the advantage that with a cotton crop, which was an 
annual one, the first returns began to come in within six months from the time of planting. It was 
believed that no other part of the world could produce Sea Island cotton so advantageously as the 
West Indies. It might be regarded as looking too far ahead, but it was the opinion of responsible 
persons closely connected with the industry that eventually the West Indies might produce all the best 
qualities of Sea Island cotton required outside the United States of America, and thus add nearly a 
million sterling to the value of their present exports.

Finally he warmly eulogised the valuable services rendered by the British Cotton Growing 
Association, and by its President, Sir Alfred L. Jones, as also the considerable interest taken in recent 
years in cotton and other subsidiary industries by the West India Committee, whose Secretary 
Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall, was indefatigable in his efforts to benefit the West Indies.

Sir A. L. Jones opens the discussion.
, . k l he d,scu3™n ;vas the.n opened by Sir Alfred Jones, who expressed the great gratitude 

which was due to Sir Dame Morris He felt certain that the day would come when America would 
want all her cotton for herself, and then the Lancashire people might have difficulty in keeping their 
heads above water; but the West Indies and other British Colonies were now coming forward to 
supply what was wanted. They were indebted to Mr. Chamberlain for Sir Daniel Morris and thlt 
had been a good thing for the West Indies. He wanted Sir Daniel to adopt a sort of school for 
cotton planters in the West Indies, whence they could be sent to other parts of the British Empire 
particularly to West Africa, where the success in cotton growing had been very great The native in 
Africa was now getting £100,000 sterling through cotton growing, where offierwdse he would not 

o*t)pk in oil pcono tt i i ii; i •» whichwas not the case withthe foreigner m all cases. He had no doubt whatever that as they met from year to year the^wou d 
have records of success even greater than had been shown that afternoon. It was strand t^ 
had ever lost cotton growing. A ’hundred years ago, the West Indies supplied all the cotton used in 
Lancashire while now they were getting nearly all their supply from America.

oiR (jEORGE Watt said that he had not been tn th^ ,
those Islands ; but he had spent his life in India, and his first feeling when hearing Sir Daniel Mmris 
was one of jealousy. He thought a bigger country than the. West Indies needld Sir M
had studied cotton to some extent from the botanical point of view Sea Island '.
perennial, and it was known to the people 200 years ago‘that it would not ™ T. and was ongmally 
cotton unless cut down to the ground every three or four years The A C°ntl”UF to Pr°d“<=e good this, and the plant was found fo seed undeT cerSin fa^

reproduced again and again. He wished to emphasise the <rreat necessitv of L i. ?°'’ and 
selection of the plant. Jamaica had the reputation in books ff not being abuV a““5 Pa'd tO the 
and he would like to learn why this was so. The cotton indnefr $ ab tO Prod.uce g°od cotton, 
subject, and any question of extending the production of cotton throughoutinteresting 
him very largely to deal with the selection of the plant. ghout the Empire seemed to

Mr. E. Lomas Oliver spoke as a cotton spinner and said thaf
a famine in the cotton spinning world, they were exceedingly gtd to get cotton 7° ‘k^6 WaS
almost of any description, and were thankful for the supplies which came to Th anywhere and 
Daniel Morris’s efforts in the West Indies. As a spinner he told Sb r? “ the result of Sir 
which would prevent West Indian cotton from ever becoming so non ?atlIel of some of the defects 
regard as the genuine article, and ultimately he, Mr. Oliver wenFont ffw35 Yhat they had 8ot to 
to the planters themselves the points which might be remedied • th^h ^“1 Ind'eS and explained 
improvements, but they had succeeded, and in some respects they hS Only,tr;ed to make these 
was received from America. Sir Daniel had stated thatkst vea/thF m <luality which
cotton crop was £63,000; he would like to add that the amount of monTT ThWeSt Indian 
only a small portion of the finished article. That £61000
exaggeration, must have amounted to the payment of at least raW cotton> without any

A quarter of a million of wages
in this country. It was no small thing to be able to sav tbot . f .
bags of Sea Island cotton, in the short space of four years a 000^ supP*y of ’4>ooo
coming from British Dominions. It was an enormous Stride w hav^t k 14,000 Was now

e taKen. It was often said
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that a man of science was a complete child when it came to business matters, but in the case of 
Sir Daniel Morris they had the man of science who was also a man of business and of great tact. As 
a proof of how much the West Indies had advanced in the preparation of cotton—and their success in 
this matter they owed to Sir Daniel Morris—although the price of the standard article in the market 
dropped in 1905 about 3d. or qd., per lb., the West Indies actually received id. to 2d. per lb. more in 
that year than they did in the year previous. Mr. Oliver thought that was a proof of the great 
improvement made in quality, and a proof also of their willingness to listen and learn.

Mr. Arthur W. a Beckett wished to take the opportunity of making a few remarks, which, 
although they were not absolutely about cotton, concerned a matter which he wanted to bring before 
the West India Committee. They all knew that as much publicity as possible was required for the 
furtherance of an industry that they had at heart. There had been a suggestion that an exhibition 
should be held of Colonial products, and a proposal had been made which he thought an excellent one 
to bring before the Committee. It was that the next exhibition might be held in the grounds of the 
Royal Hospital at Chelsea, as was done in 1881. It was Crown property and all that was necessary 
was to obtain permission from the authorities. This suggestion was. only indirectly connected with 
cotton, but it had very much to do with the interests of the West Indies, and he hoped it would be 
considered (hear, hear).

The Hon. A. C. Ponsonby said he had been interested to hear that Sea Island cotton would 
make mail bags, but could not the lecturer tell him whether it would make a subsidised mail bag! 
(Laughter). He would be thought courageous when he differed with Sir Daniel Morris with regard 
to the cotton worm. He certainly did find a cotton worm in Barbados, which was, as Sir Daniel had 
described it, an intelligent and active animal. Its name would, he was sure, be long lived in history, 
and the name of that cotton worm was Sir Daniel Morris (laughter).

Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard wished to make one observation on the estimated price of ^5 to £7 
per acre for land suitable for cotton mentioned in the lecture. [Sir Daniel Morris, interposing, said 
not in Barbados]. Mr. Shepheard was glad to note that qualification as it disposed of a doubt he had 
felt on the point. As a matter of fact in 1904 three acres planted with cotton on Husband’s, St. Lucy, 
Barbados, after payment of all agricultural outlay, freight to the United Kingdom, and marketing 
expenses, had cleared over £5 per acre. It was obvious that the selling price would be so many years’ 
purchase of the net yearly clearance.

Mr. Hamel Smith inquired what steps had been taken to put the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture on a more permanent basis. He believed that its time expired next year and he wished 
to know if anything had been done to renew the grant for it.

Mr. Owen Philipps, M.P., said he thought that everyone connected with the West Indies 
would bear testimony to what the Imperial Commissioner for Agriculture had done in the few years 
since he had been appointed. They hoped that Sir Daniel Morris would be retained for those 
Colonies, and he was sure that all would agree with him that it was of the greatest importance that 
the Imperial Government should make arrangements for the continuance of the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture (hear, hear), and it was hoped that when they did so, they would also make arrange­
ments for retaining and worthily recognising the services which Sir Daniel Morris had done for the 
West Indies. The Company, of which he, Mr. Philipps was Chairman, had endeavoured to help 
forward this work of cotton-growing in the West Indies by carrying it home at a very moderate rate. 
Ultimately, no doubt, the cotton would have to go to Liverpool, but meanwhile they had been carry­
ing it vid Southampton, and practically the railway fare from Southampton to Manchester took the 
great proportion of the freight charged to the cotton grower, so that actually they had been carrying 
a large quantity of the cotton at an absolutely nominal sum, and they were thus doing all in their 
power to help forward this growing industry.

The advantage of an alternative crop.
Mr George Carrington, as one of the largest proprietors in the Island of Barbados, wished 

to express his opinion of what Sir Daniel Morris had done for them there. This year he 
Mr Carrington hoped to have 100 acres in cotton, which area had extended from a very small 
beginning Ind ’he had no doubt that other people were equally increasing their acreage in cotton 
This would show what those out in the Colonies thought of it. They had found sugar a very bad 
paying business, especially in Barbados-at least he had done so personally-andhe saw that in an 
alternative crop like cotton there was great hope for the future. It had great advantages over the 
sugar industry, which involved an immense amount of capital, and for which at the present time it 
was difficult to get the necessary capital for expensive machinery. Now cotton required a mere 
nothing. The expenses were very small, indeed, compared to the growing of a sugar crop, and when 
it was grown one paid a halfpenny to get it ginned, and that was about all that had to be done. It
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would be the greatest possible blow to the West Indies if the Imperial Department of Agriculture 
were allowed to disappear (hear, hear).

The Right Hon. J. Parker Smith, P.C., moving a vote of thanks to Sir Daniel Morris, said 
he was sure that all would be pleased at the interesting discussion which it had called forth, and the 
very strong expressions of confidence in Sir Daniel which it had elicited. The question was of great 
importance, partly as being part of the question of the cotton supply of this country. In the future, 
it seemed to him a matter of vital importance for one of our largest industries that we should not 
be dependent on America for our cotton, and that we should have supplies of cotton grown in the 
British Empire. Efforts were being made in Africa and India as well as the West Indies, which it 
was hoped would lead to much success. But besides the cotton supply, the question of the 
development of the West Indies was concerned. Sir Daniel Morris had done much to dispel the 
gloomy prophecies made by the Commission, of which he was a member, ten years a^o.
Mr. Parker Smith, could not profess very long knowledge of the West Indies. He had%ad He,
w.icUKei omirn, couia not protess very long knowledge ot the West Indies. He had had the 
pleasure, from inside the Colonial Office, of seeing the zealous care and attention paid by 
Mr. Chamberlain to these Colonies, endeavours which were now bringing their fruit (hear hear) 
He had also visited them himself as a globe trotter, and had been impressed by the enormous 
fertility and strength of nature there, and had felt especially how extraordinarily little impression 
man had made upon nature in any one of the West Indian Islands, except perhaps Barbados. One 
felt the enormous scope there was for science to assist nature, and he had been struck with the wav 
in which planters were absorbing the scientific ideas put before them by the Commissioner. He had 
visited many estates, and there was only one where he found a manager who was sceptical as to 
seedlings, and who still laughed at the idea of the old Bourbon being anything but the best possible 
eane. In several Islands the Botanic Gardens played an important part of the life of the Colony 
and he was impressed with the importance of paying for, subsidising and helping science until “t had 
got beyond the infant stage, and had created that wealth which he thought would do more thrni an v 
thing else to satisfy the wants of the West Indies. He felt that thf future of th™ West Indies 
was at stake The political questions in the West Indies seemed to him very grave but the dangers 
would be met and averted if science brought prosperity into the Islands. It wls the business ofThe 
Government to facilitate in every way science (hear, hear), and it was as the man who had done 
more, he thought, than anyone else to use the resources of science to enable that part of our 
SZ" SVS ““ftK

XS '¿ppta'.)1"“” “ ■ '”‘h ““ tw .11 would tbX“’°s’r &iS

Young Men wanted in Jamaica.
Sir Augustus Hemming, who seconded the motion said thaf u t

he had been particularly connected, was not in any way under the Lnann’™ ' Jamalca, WItb which 
by Sir Daniel Morris, the latter had always been willing to give themI? i5' Preslded over 
Augustus had been surprised to find that many years agoS there largZ “1 asfsistance' Sir
Jamaica, but three years ago he did not thi^a single“ pound Thm 3 °f “ttOn 
Daniel Morris then went over and gave them a very interesting lecture o7th t°f Island' Sir 
held, and he hoped that there would have been some good resuks bm h' Subject’ a meeting was 
Jamaica had only made moderate advance in the direction of cotton ’ H “ SOrry to hear that 
the reason why cotton could not be grown there ; although the banana in J TUld mUCh )lke to know 

in the Island, there was a quantity of land not in cultivation some portion k°W the chief onebe used for the cultivation of cotton, and if the advantages were so great he^^ thouSht might 
should not share them. He most heartily agreed with Sir Daniel J tTti, J d‘d "mi-566 W ly Jamaica 
going out to the Colonies to cultivate cotton ; he had always been an 6 dealrabihty of young men 
of the fruit industry in Jamaica. There was a magnificent oneirn^ °f that in the matter 
capital to go out and really do well. He would like to suggest thmt It WIth a moderate
three young men to join together instead of going out alone In Zl i'T? 1 be deslrable for two or 
risk in solitude, but if two or three were to join together thev would b& ° ?nies tbere was a certain 
be companions for each other. Sir Augustus concluded by hoping IhaVth V5" Capital and WOuld 
their way to a very long continuance of the Imperial Department of A ■ u Government would see

Sir Henry K. Davson, before putting the vote to
his persona 1 testimony to all that had been said about the work done hv !h Ahe™°uld like to add 
the West Indies. He had the good fortune, when travelling through the Av mpejjal Commissioner in 
o meet Sir Daniel Morris at St. Vincent, and be shown by him over work ndle? a few weeks ago, 

rnent He was particularly impressed with the school oZ agriculture w^ with the DePart-
on y taught theoretically but where there was a practical adaptation’to that theory°Unw men Were nOt

uieory. He was sorry to
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find that the Colony of British Guiana grew less cotton than any of the others. It might seem an 
innovation on the part of the West India Committee to be taking an interest in cotton growing, to 
those who had not studied its history, because the idea had been prevalent that it was only sugar in 
which it took an interest. He wished to say that the West India Committee was ready and most eager 
to do everything it could to encourage the growth of cotton or of any other product that could be 
grown in the West Indies (applause).

Sir D. Morris returns thanks.

Sir Daniel Morris, in reply, said that he was exceedingly touched by the cordial reception his 
address had received from so large and representative a meeting of those interested in the West 
Indies. The praise accorded to him he wished to share with the officers of the department who had 
so loyally and efficiently seconded his efforts for so many years. He mentioned as specially worthy of 
commendation Dr. Francis Watts, of the Leeward Islands, Prof, d’Albuquerque, and Mr. J. R. Bovell, 
of Barbados, Mr. Sands, of St. Vincent, and Mr. Shepherd, of St. Kitts. He also desired to acknow­
ledge the valuable support afforded to him by the governors and executive officers connected with the 
several Colonies; by the officers and members of the agricultural societies and the planters generally. 
The latter had fully proved that they were alive to the value of scientific research, and welcomed the 
assistance that had been placed within their reach by the Imperial Government for the improvement 
of local industries. In no part of the world was it possible to meet with a class of men more deeply 
interested in their work or more willing to adopt the advice offered them when once they were con­
vinced that it led to practical results. Sir Daniel briefly referred to the large amount of literature 
annually distributed by his department, and added that all the publications were obtainable at cost 
price from the Secretary of the West India Committee in London as soon as issued. As to the future 
of the department he was not without hope that it might be possible to continue it for some years 
longer, as he was convinced that it was capable of showing ever better results than at present. 
Further, there was no other plan that could so effectually and economically place the West Indian 
Colonies in a position to help themselves and so relieve them of being dependent on the Mother 
Country. In conclusion he mentioned that the officers of the department, as well as its friends and 
supporters throughout the West Indies, would be greatly encouraged by the kind words that had 
fallen from the several speakers that afternoon, and been so warmly endorsed by the meeting.

Sir Daniel Morris then proposed a vote of thanks to Sir Henry Davson for presiding, which 
was seconded by Mr. Norman Lamont, M.P., who referred to Sir Daniel as the greatest benefit 
conferred by Mr. Chamberlain on the West Indies. With regard to the remark that it would be 
better to move the Commissioner to a larger sphere, Mr. Lamont thought the larger sphere should be 
found within the West Indies. He also advocated the federation of the West Indian Colonies, and 
said he would like to see Sir Daniel the first Governor-General. Mr. Lamont expressed the belief 
that Codrington College would form an excellent nucleus for a tropical university.

Sir Henry Davson having thanked those present the very successful meeting broke up, and 
tea was served in the Secretary’s room, a special feature being fresh lime squashes, which many of 
those present partook of for the first time.

a Ibunbreb ¡pears
Rum Obscuration.

The term “ obscuration ” in dealing with coloured spirits refers to the amount of spirit which is “ obscured ” 
in determining the strength by the ordinary hydrometer or gravity balance. Alcohol being lighter than water, it 
follows that the addition of a body heavier than water would mask the alcohol, so that it would be quite possible 
by careful arrangement to obtain a mixture of alcohol, water and, say, sugar, which would indicate water by the 
hydrometer. The result, therefore, of any pronounced proportion of colour would be for some of the alcohol to be 
lost sight of for duty purposes when the hydrometer was used. In the year 1818 Sike’s Hydrometer, still the 
official instrument, was by the 58th George 3rd, Cap 28, made to supersede Clarke's, up till then in use, and it 
was enacted that all spirits which had any sweetening or other ingredient calculated to interfere with the 
indications of the hydrometer, were to be forfeited. In the Minutes of July 30th, 1823, the following occurs

“ Many cases having occurred of Seizures of Rum under the Act of 58th Geo. 3d- Cap. 28, 
Sec. 2, upon the alledged ground of its having some ingredient mixed in it which defeats the 
operation of the Hydrometer, such cases having been occasioned by the practice of colouring 
the article in order to meet the fancy of the Buyers without any intention of defrauding the 
Revenue.
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44 TResoIveb:
“ That the Chairman request a Conference with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 

subject, with a view of relieving the Trade from a grievance which would at all times be 
severely felt, but at present, falls with peculiar hardship upon an article very difficult of sale, 
even at Prices which do not pay the cost of its Manufacture.”
A t the following meeting a reply was received to the effect that :—

“ faking this circumstance into consideration, and bearing in mind the peculiar distrefs 
under which the- West India Interest is hard labouring, My Lords would be unwilling to prefs 
upon the Planters by too severe an enforcement of the Penalties imposed by the Statute. 
They will, therefore, direct the Excise to extend the limit within which Rums shall not be 
deemed seizable for gravity occasioned by colouring matter from per cent, to 2| per cent. 
They are led to believe by the information which has been laid before them, that all cases 
except those of Fraud or grofs carelefsnefs will be comprised within that limit, and that under 
such a latitude the fair Trader will experience no unnecefsary molestation.”

, veni™™d chargeable on the hydrometer test until when the absolute amount of alcohol was determined
by distillation. The question of obscuration then was transferred to as between buyer and seller, the former having 
to pay duty on unobscured spirit, and 2| % is still looked upon as being a quantity not to be objected to

Hn JEcbo of tbe Colonial Exhibition 1905.

Photo by
leaving tor panama. J°seAnJo-

, , the ofter of wages, large numbers of
able bodied labourers are leaving the West Indian Islands 
tor the Canal works at Panama, and such a scene as that in 
Antigua depicted above, is becoming very familiar. This 
wholesale exodus to the Isthmus is naturally having a pre­
judicial effect on the labour supply in the West Indies P

The Trinidad Committee for the Colonial and Indian Exhibition 1905 have been in the pleasant 

position of being able to show a saving of 
^"221 is. ¿d. on the sum of £ 1,500 originally 
voted by the Legislature to defray the expenses 
of the Exhibition. In their report, which is 
signed by the Hon. William C. L. Dyett, as 
Chairman, Hon. Eugene Cipriani, Hon. George 
Goodwille, Mr. Edgar Tripp, the Rev. Dr. Mor- 
ton D.D., and Mr. J. H. Hart, F.L.S., and 
published as Council Paper No. 61, of 1906 
the Committee say that they “ consider it un­
necessary to discuss in detail the work performed 
by the Commissioners at the Exhibition, which 
has on all sides been declared a success; as it 
has already signified its entire approval of the 
work carried out by Messrs. Hart & Smith by 
means of various resolutions recorded in’the 
Minutes, copies of which have been regularly 
forwarded for the information of the Govern­
ment and further by recommending them to 

th?.Governor an honorarium, 
It was pleased to approve.
It is likewise considered unnecessary to go over 

ground aS that covered by the report 
the West India Committee, published in its 

Souvenir of the Exhibition,” a copy of which 
s appended to this report. The local Committee 

is unanimous in expressing its approval and 
the“^^1^ assistan« afforded by
ihe I ‘ Indla, Committee, and especially for 

by M A E Is ' “i',“"1™“ se™«s rendered 
oy Mr. A. E. Aspinall as Secretary of that Com 
mittee, to whom in a very great measure is due 
the success which has been achieved ”

The report of the Barbados Exhibition Com 
mittee, which was published earlier in tL 
(Barbados Official Gazette, No. XLI No^z) 
vice "oi“’“edgmentof the sir 
vices 01 their Commissioner and of the West
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India Committee in the following terms : “ It only remains for the Committee again to express 
their thanks to the West India Committee for their assistance and support in securing the represen­
tation of Barbados, and to their Secretary, Mr. Aspinall, to whose indefatigable exertions 
much of the success of the Barbados Court is due ; to the Honourable Forster M. Alleyne, and 
those associated with him, for the trouble taken in arranging the Barbados Court in so success­
ful and interesting a manner.” In Barbados also a credit balance was shown, and the 
report gives an excellent summary of the arrangements which were made. From Jamaica and 
Grenada no reports have been received.

/IDr. Chamberlain.
At a meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee on July 12th, Mr. Cyril Gurney 

presiding, it was resolved unanimously :
“ That this meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee, being mindful of the great services rendered 

to the West Indian Colonies by the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P., during his tenure of office as Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, is desirous of associating this body with the many expressions of good wishes and con­
gratulation which have been forthcoming from all parts of the Empire upon the occasion of his seventieth birthday.”

Ube West Jnbian Cricket Uour.
The West Indians v. M.C.C. and Ground.

This match, at Lord’s on July 16th and 17th, ended in a win for the M.C.C. and Ground by six 
wickets. The result was largely due to the success of the bowling of Vogler, who got nine wickets for 
just under 5 runs each in the West Indians’ second innings. The M.C.C. and Ground finished their first 
innings with a lead of 29, and their opponents on going in again, started fairly well against the 
bowling of Young and Mr. Beldam. The turning point of the match came when Vogler was put on 
at the Nursery end. He got out Mr. Challenor at once, and afterwards he was nearly always master 
of the batsmen. The third wicket fell at 73, but the whole side were out for an addition of 42. The 
M.C.C. and Ground had thus only 87 to get to win.—The Times. Scores:—

WEST INDIANS. M.C.C. AND GROUND.

First Innings.
Mr. G. Challenor, c and b Vogler 59
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, c Chailoner, b

Young ... ........................... o
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, c Vogler, b

Beldam ...................................... 1
Mr. S. G. Smith, c Veal, b Tarrant 29
Mr. P. A. Goodman, b Vogler ... 20
Mr. L. Constantine, b Tarrant ... o
Mr. R. Ollivierre, c Tarrant, b

Vogler .......................................... 14
Mr. G. C. Learmond, c Vogler, b

Young .......................................... 16
Cumberbatch, not out ................. 59
Mr. C. S. Morrison, b Young ... o
Mr. J. E. Parker, c Harrison, b

Young ............................   15
Extras.......................................... 27

Second Innings.
c Tarrant, b Vogler ... 27

l.-b.-w., b Vogler............... 29

b Vogler .......................... 10
c Chailoner, b Vogler. ... 8
run out ...   8
b Vogler .......................... 7

c Tarrant, b Vogler ... 8

c Tarrant, b Vogler ... 11
c Tarrant, b Vogler ... o
not out ........................... 1

c Warner, b Vogler ... o
Extras........................... 6

First Innings.
Capt. E. L. Chailoner, c Ollivierre,

Second Innings.

Total ...............115

BOWLING

Total.............................240

First Innings.
R.

Second Innings.
0. M. w. O. M. R. W.

Beldam. ......... 8 T 37 Beldam........... 4 O 23 O
Young . ........... 15-3 4 42 4 Young............. 18 3 42 O
Vogler . ...........26 5 63 3 Vogler.............14. i 0 44-9 0
Tarrant ... 18 3 V 2

Beldam bowled two wides.

b Smith ..........................................31
Tarrant, b Cumberbatch .............. 19
Mr. G. W. Beldam, b Morrison ... 4

Mr. P. F. Warner, c Parker, b Mor­
rison ..............................................87

Mr. C. A. L. Payne, b Smith ... o

Vogler, c Cumberbatch, b Smith ... 5
Mr. W. P. Harrison, b Morrison ... 1
Capt. C. L. Veal, st Bancroft, b

Smith.....................................................41
Mr. G. J. V. Weigall, b Smith ... 32
Mr. C. Headlam, c Goodman, b Mor­

rison .......   8
Young, not out..........................................17

Extras ...  24

ANALYSIS.
First Innings.

Total ............................269

0. M. R. W.
Cumberbatch 12 42
Morrison 27.2 6 94 4
Smith ........... 22 3 78 5
Goodman ... 2 0 12 0
Parker ........... 4 0 19 0

Smith bowled one wide and
Morrison one no-ball.

b Ollivierre .............. 28
b Cumberbatch..............  3
c Cumberbatch, b Olli­
vierre .......................... 17

not out .......................... 17
c Cumberbatch, b Olli­
vierre .......................... 12
not out .......................... 2

Extras .............. 8

Total (4 wkts.) ... 87

Second Innings, 
o. m. r. w.

Cumberbatch 10 2 34 1
Olliviere ... 10.1 x 45 3

The West Indians v. Derbyshire.

The West Indians were well beaten at Derby on Saturday, July 21st, the home county 
winning by six wickets. Derbyshire had been left overnight with 259 to win and they had a full day 
before them in which to do it. Two wickets fell for 58, and three for 101 whilst at 124 Ashcroft had 
to retire owing to giddiness. On his retirement Ollivierre and Needham hit up 123 m an hour, both 
men playing brilliantly. Needham left at 156, and then Ollivierre and Ashcroft hit off the balance in
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five minutes. Needham hit six 4’s, and Ollivierre a 6 and eight 4’s.—Sporting Life. Score and 
analysis:—

WEST INDIANS.
First Innings.

Mr. O. H. Layne, c Humphries, 
b Cadman... ... ... ... 3

Mr. G. Chailoner, c Morton, b 
Warren ..................................21

Second Innings.
DERBYSHIRE.

G.

Mr. L. Constantine, b Taylor ...
Mr. S. G. Smith, b Morton
Mr. P. A. Goodman, not out 
Mr. R. Ollivierre, b Warren 
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, b Morton ... 
Mr. G. C. Learmond, b Morton ... 
Dr. Cameron, c Purdy, b Warren 
Cumberbatch, b Cadman..............  
Mr. C. S. Morrison, run out

Extras..............  ..............

34
35
81
15

16

c Humphries, b Cadman

b Cadman ...
b Warren ........................
c Humphries, b Warren
c Taylor, b Warren
c Wright, b Taylor
b Morton .........................
c Humphries, b Morton ... 
b Morton 
not out ... ..............
c Humphries, b Purdy ...

Extras ..............

63

20
26

2
6

40
38
17

Total... 233 Total ... 242

First Innings.
Mr. L. G. Wright, st R. Ollivierre, 

b Smith...........................
Mr. C. A. Ollivierre, b Smith
Mr. H. Purdy, b Morrison..............  
Needham, c Goodman, b Layne ... 
Morton, c Goodman, b Layne 
Mr. E. M. Ashcroft, c R. Ollivierre, 

b Layne .......
Cadman, c Chailoner, b Smith 
Warren, c Constantine, b Goodman 
Mr. T. Fletcher, b Goodman 
Humphries, c Cameron, b Cumber­

batch...................
Mr. W. T. Taylor, not out...............  

Extras...............

46

38

6
37
28

19

Total

First Innings.

Second Innings.
Cumber-c Constantine, b 

batch.......  
not out ...............

c and b Morrison

not out

b R. Ollivierre 
b R. Ollivierre 

Extras

Total (4 wkts.)

64

62

23

Warren 
Cadman 
Purdy . 
Taylor . 
Morton ..

29
M.
9

R.
67
68

Second Innings.
BOWLING ANALYSIS.

259

3-5 
18

o
3.

9
61 ,3Warren bowled a no-ball, and' 

Morton a wide.

Warren 
Morton... 
Cadman 
Ashcroft 
Taylor ... 
Purdy ... 
Fletcher

.. 25
•• 13
.. 20

5 
4-5

M.
9 56

47
61

32
16

-------  „ 3 O
Warren and Taylor each bowled 
a wide and Warren a no-ball.

First Innings.

Smith ...........
Morrison 
Cumberbatch
Layne ...........
Goodman

o.
22
14
9-3

22
5

59

26
77 
9

Second Innings.

Smith ..........  
Cumberbatch
R. Ollivierre 
Layne ........... 
Goodman ... 
Morrison

»5-
55
46
72
37

22

3
2

5

5
6
7

4

o

3
3
2

3
5

2

3

3
2

6
5
6

2
3

2

Some Ibomewarb flbails.
The R M.S. “ Port Antonio ” sailed from Kingston, Jamaica, on Thursday, July 5th, and arrived 

at Avonmouth on Wednesday, July l8th. Among her passengers were the Hoi Geor^ McGrath 
Mr. A. W. Vickers and Mr. Justice St. Aubyn. We extract the following from the letters of 
our Hon. Correspondents received by this and chance opportunities

A proposed Logwood Factory.
• On JuIy 5th’ Stated that the question of the appointment of a Com

mercial Agent m the Mother Country had been revived, and the Board of Agriculture hi w T 
agreed that the Committee already appointed to deal with the matter should take it up again their 
names being, the Archbishop of Jamaica, Mr. Middleton and Mr. Murray It wi Si , 
logwood factory was to be established in Westmoreland in or near Savanna fa Mar A th 1 a 
to be formed, the promoter being an experienced capitalist Sthe dyetrad“ [n EnZ^ a“ 
preliminary meeting was held at the residence of Mr. C Lister Clarke on Tune 27rd E gland’ and a

It was reported that a wealthy English capitalist, whose name was net A. i j
Jamaica with Mr. J. C. Nolan, Special Commissioner for the protection of 13™^™° ’̂ V1S1.tmf 
by the “ Port Henderson ’ on June 15th. He was touring the westArn tand amYed
to have a series of conferences with the planters. shes, where he intended

The Administrator Apostolic of the Roman Catholic denominate t 1 ,
formulated a scheme by which girls and young women were beino- instructed i^T* reCently 
jippi-jappa hats. The class started with about twenty learners and ther^wJ manufacture of 
it would develop to a large extent in the near future. Hon Lieut Col C T w 'mdlcatlon that 
generously given ¿300 towards the furtherance of this object, and the ^reaJr ?ad
been utilised m the purchase of suitable premises in Kingston when? aT°Unt had
would be carried on. Arrangements had been completed ^th ? the hats
hats that were made by the girls. This gentleman would immediately send the hT the
hoped they would find a ready market. Jippi-jappa hats were a Ln 1 hats abroad, where he

SCh°01’ KingSt0“ (a Cath01lC k8***««“)’ a* the^“^ Contend

St. Kitts dependent on Tramps.
Writing from St. Kitts under date July 2nd, Mr. A. D. C Adam™

the ocean steamer would not arrive at Barbados until after thTc^’T^ ‘>1 ? !utHre 
the Northern Islands, and consequently the people of St Kitts would nn! i?°at had eft ^or 
stray tramp which might be pasting. Wwe^e com^g in ttougl
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with cane to reap. Nice showers, which were just what were wanted for the young cotton crop and 
for next seasons young canes, had fallen. J & P

®ur Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

ot scenery or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknow­
ledged from time to time m this column.

Science Progress in the Twentieth Century. No. I. John Murray, Albemarle Street. 5s. This publication is 
described as a quarterly journal of scientific thought.” It is edited by N. H. Alcock, M.D., and W. G. Freeman B Sc

T well-krJown to readers of The West India Committee Circular, and who was at one time on the
wfiftVk^ Agriculture. In their opening remarks, the editors express a hope that the publication

nn h u1’ ? r S J ? ^ogress discontinued since 1898, and point out the difficulty in these days of specialisa- 
hn^Xd ^t^cation of scientific work keeping abreast of the advance of knowledge and trend of general Scientific 

^endeavours of this new periodical will be ‘‘topresent summaries as far as possible of anon-technical 
f important recent work in any branch of science, to show the progress achieved, and if possible to indicate 

something of the line along which further advance is to be made towards the desired end.” This, the firs* number acts 
well up to this purpose, and promises a brilliant future. Among so many valuable articles it would be invidious to 
particularise, but we may direct especial attention to Dr. Buckmaster’s article on ‘ ‘ Blood-Plutelets ” and Dr Tuttoro on 
‘‘ borne recent Progress in Chemical and Structural Crystallography.” Our readers have before them a rich mental treat 
in the perusal of this interesting periodical.

Comparative Index of the Laws of the Colonies of Grenada and St. Vincent. Barbados: Advocate Printing 
Works, 1905. This useful publication is compiled by His Honour P. M. C. Sheriff, Chief Justice, formerly of St Vincent 
and now of St. Lucia, and is dedicated by him to His Honour E. J. Cameron, C.M.G., Administrator of the former Colony. 
It is arranged alphabetically in a manner which will greatly facilitate reference to the Ordinances of either Colony and 
show at a glance the corresponding Ordinance in the sister Island, and it has also a table giving the amendments and 
repeals of the St. Vincent enactments and the Ordinances of St. Vincent, which had their effect in the period from Tulv 
3rd, 1884, to December 31st, 1905. r J }

The Laws of Barbados. We are indebted to Mr. Edward T. Grannum, Acting Colonial Secretary of Barbados 
for copies of the Laws of Barbados from Vol. V. to date. We take this opportunity of reminding the various West Indian 
Governments how much the West India Committee appreciate receiving the bound volumes of their respective Ordinances, 
in addition to the slips issued with the Official Gazettes and otherwise. Such gifts will be regularly acknowledged in this

IRotes ot Interest.
BANKRATE. Bank Rate 3| % (changed from 4 % on June 21st, 1906). Consols (2f %) are 

quoted at 87j^.
THE SUGAR BIRD. Mr. C. Czarnikow, a member of the West India Committee, has presented to the 

“ Zoo ” a new bird-house, which appropriately enough already contains several specimens of the yellow­
winged sugar bird (Coereba cyanea).

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended July 19th, 120 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.53d. per lb.; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb. ; fine, i4d. per lb.; and extra fine, i5|d. per lb. Prices paid 
5|d. to i6d.

CULEX MONSTRANS. It is customary to measure tigers and other big game by the distance between the 
tip of the tail to the tip of the nose. Our esteemed contemporary of Honduras, the Clarion, mentions 
that a mosquito has been shot—caught, we mean—at Corozal, measuring six-sixteenths of an inch 
from tip of body to tip of proboscis ? This ranks with the man-eater of Berbice, or—but enough ! 
GLASGOW IN LONDON. Since the lamented death of Mr. H. O. Smith, which took place on April 20th, 
the London Office of Messrs. A. & W. Smith & Co., Ltd., of Eglinton Engine Works, Glasgow, has 
been placed under the charge of Mr. A. F. McLaren, no, Cannon Street, E.C., who has the 
assistance of Mr. S. Irvine, the late chief draughtsman of the Company, who is thoroughly conversant 
with sugar machinery.

PRO PARNASSO. We understand that the erection of the machinery and plant for the new 
central factory on Parnassus Estate in Jamaica will be proceeded with in August next. The 
factory will be very similar to the Gunthorpe’s Factory in Antigua, and the present estimated output 
is 2,000 tons, but this will, it is expected, be increased to 3,000 tons. The machinery is being 
manufactured by Messrs. John McNeil, Sons & Co.

VERMIFORM. Some “ worm rubber ” was recently shipped from Ceylon as a trial sample, and 
this appears to have been reported on favourably. It is prepared in thin strips, each strip resembling 
a fat earth-worm. The worm shape hastens the drying of the rubber, which is then closely pressed 
together, so as to occupy the smallest possible space. The rapidity with which crepe or lace rubber 
—for it is practically the same thing—can be dried is in its favour compared with the slower-drying 
sheet and biscuit rubber.

GUIANA LIMES. At a meeting of the Board of Agriculture of British Guiana on June 29th, Professor 
Harrison reported that the services of Mr. Ward had been placed at the disposal of Mr. W. L. Bennett,
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who had arrived in the Colony to investigate the possibilities of lime cultivation. Some limes grown 
in the Colony had been found to give thirteen and a half ounces of citric acid to the gallon, which was 
somewhat better than West Indian limes generally. An endeavour is to be made to publish a 
quarterly journal of the Society.

COFFEE CORNER. The President of Brazil at the opening of the Congress was opposed to the scheme 
to increase the value of coffee by convention. The majority of coffee merchants in Europe seemed to 
consider the proposed coffee loan as uncommercial. As the reader knows from the daily press, it has 
been proposed that the Brazilian Government should raise a loan of .... $ 150,000,000 silver to 
enable the Brazilian states to control the coffee market. It was expected that the exporter would 
pay a tax of three francs per sack to provide interest on this loan.

THE W. I. CLUB. The Statutory Meeting of the West Indian Club was held on July 17th. In the 
absence of the Chairman, Sir Nevile Lubbock, Mr. Wallwyn P. B. Shepheard, the former Chairman 
of the Committee, was voted to the Chair. The following members of the Club were then elected to 
act as the Committee of Management until July, 1907 :—Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G., Mr. Algernon 
E. Aspinall, Mr. E. R. Davson, Mr. W. A. M. Goode, Mr. A. Johnson, Mr. A. N. Lubbock, 
Mr. L. de Mercado, Mr. A. E. Messer, Mr. A. M. Nathan, Sir J. Roper Parkington, J.P., D.L., 
Mr. G. H. H. Pile, The Hon. A. C. Ponsonby, Mr. J. Rippon, Mr. R. Rutherford, Mr. R. Schult, 
Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard.

LOOFA. In Algeria, the cultivation of “ vegetable sponges ” is now making progress. The
cultivation of this plant (of which about ten species are known and cultivated, in the warm regions of 
Asia and Africa) is, says Capital, fairly extensive in the environs of Algiers and Oran. Prior to 
maturity, the fruit is edible ; when the stage of ripeness has been passed, however, the pulp becomes 
separated from the fibrous matter, which then forms the spongey mass termed the “ vegetable 
sponge.” Fine specimens, when carefully bleached in a weak lime bath, are sold at from 3|d. to 4^d. 
a piece. Paris is at present the chief market for most of the vegetable sponges grown in Algeria. 
They are highly suitable not only for toilet and bathroom but also for domestic purposes.

DOMINICA & CABLES. At a meeting of the Council of the Dominica Agricultural Society held on June 16th, 
1906, the following resolution was passed unanimously. “ That after considering the documents laid 
before them concerning cable communication between Europe and the West Indies this Council 
resolve that they cannot recommend any action to interfere with the operations of the West India 
and Panama Telegraph Company, inasmuch as for a number of years that Company has had to 
contend with disasters brought about by seismic disturbances, during which time it has done 
everything possible to maintain complete telegraphic communication.” Oddly enough the cable of 
the West India and Panama Telegraph Company was interrupted on the very same day. Communi­
cation was, however, speedily restored.

Ube JEbitor’s SHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and oj keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed., July 
Thur., July

Fri., 
Sat.,

July 
July

Sun., 
Mon.,

July

18th.—Lady Curzon died.—88% Beet, 8s. 4jd., steady.
19th.—Lecture at the West India Committee Rooms on Cotton, by Sir Daniel Morris <■ a 1

Jamaica,” by Arthur W. ä Beckett, in the Pall Mall Gazette -Lord ^k-end in
inaugural dinner of the Liberal Colonial Club.—Beet, 8s. s4d. steadv h presided at the

20th.—Beet, 8s. 6^d., steady. ’ 5 ’’
21st.—Peace treaty between Guatemala, Salvador and Honduras signed —Mr An^n rho^h^ 1 • ™

married to Misslvy Dundas.—Mr. Alfred Beits’ will with hl™i r t AusteP Chamberlain, M.P., 
Beet (morning call), 8s. 6id., steady ’ beqUeStS f°r ImPenal obJects- published.-

22nd.—The Czar dissolved the Duma.

Tues.,

July 23rd.—Cricket: West Indians v. Scotland.
8s. 6fd., quiet.

Scotland, 147; West Indians, 109 for 4 wickets.—Beet,

July 24th.—The will of Sir Charles Tennant published, showing estate of th a am« —1 t r
personalty, ^,955.443-Cricket: West Indies■ Scotland Test SL, i3’^ 
out). Second Innings: Scotland, 72 for 3 wickets.-BeeL 8s 7d quiet ’ 49 ( SUn n°‘

Ube West Subían Civil Service.

Civil
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of ™ . r

Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies, as full fnd complete as poSle °f 
absence^0” W' PE“R' Un°ffidal «five Council of St. Lucia, has been granted six months’leave of

Council^ Jamaica. S“M°NDS be6n gran‘ed °f abs°nCC in aspect his duties as member of the Legislative
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duties aTunoffic^S^ St Lu“a' has panted six months leave of absence front his

his absence Dr. Chandler, cAlG^touM^ WaS f° leaVe for EnSland on July 17th, and during

Guiana^UTn^t^ B°tanist and Superintendent, Botanic Gardens, British

period Hota'eS’court^ °f absence, during which

absence, with extAn A“ AA A three m°nlhs lea™ °f

Will act as Auditor-General, and Mr. A E EMridge“as Treasure ‘he H°n' W D' Auchinleck

Weather telegrams.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), July ioth. “Weather all that nan j • a» 

British Guiana (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.), July 18th “ Fine be desired

JU'V 23rd' Weather has been
generally favourable for cultivation and grinding.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co Ltd 1 

“ “■ *» “ .¡»EMS

ube flbails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company----- Outward Bookings per R.M S P “ Atrato ” iCant w t x

August aud . Ml and Mrs. Gray Mr. and Mrs. Kuhn, Mrs. Barnes, Mr. and Mrs Koch M^T G J K n^ 
A' W R Mr' a"d Leonards,^.'and

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals Der R M q “ ,, ,
Owen Jones), July 18th: Judge and Mrs. St. Aubyn, Mr. and Mrs. T. Anderson, Mr. aud^Mrs W P C?a?k Mr H^ 
Cousins, Miss Church, Mrs. J. Fulford, Miss W. Fulford Lieut Gilchrist M« R tXh« ‘ w n r [’ H’ 
Sil’ O7JMSen’RMr^TLy°nScMiSi V’ Ly°nS’ Mr‘ A- B- Morgan, Hon. and Mrs. G. McGrath Miss oTrett’ -J°hnS-°n-’ 

nart’ MrS‘ E’ W’ Lucie Smith, Dr. and Mrs. L. Russell, Mr. and Mrs H ~ ’
Walker. Smith, Mr. A. W.

Mrs. C. T
Vickers, Mr. C. L.

flbail Arrangements.
Outward Mails.

Letters for Grenada and Trinidad, posted on July 28th marked via New York, will probably go forward by 
S S. •• Maraval ” from New York on August 4th and be delivered in Grenada on August 13th, and Trinidad on August 14th 
The usual postage of id. suffices.

Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for
July 27 Demerara, Trinidad, Barbados and Letters in Ldn.

,, 28
all W. I. Islands ...

Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia
* Glasgow Direct Line “ Naparima ” July 27, 6 p.m.

and Dominica), Trinidad and 
Demerara ... *Dartmouth ... Direct Line ‘ ‘ Savan ’ ’ ,, 27, noon. 

,, 27, 6 p.m. 
,, 27, f6 p.m.

,, 28 Barbados and Trinidad Liverpool Leyland Line “Jamaican ’’
28 Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. “ Port Antonio "

Aug. 2 The W. Indies (Northern Islands
and Demerara excepted) Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Atrato ” Aug. i, mdn’t.,, il Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. ‘ ‘ Port Royal ’ ’ ,, 10, f6 p.m.,, 16 The West Indies (Northern Islands
and Demerara excepted)... Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ La Plata ’ ’ ,, 15, mdn’t.

Homeward Mails.

* Letters must be addressed per Private S.S. “ Naparima.” 
f In E.C. District up to 8 p.m.

Date. Where From. Port of Arrival. Company. Packet.
July 28 The West Indies ... London Direct Line ‘ ‘Saba’ ’

,, 30 The W. Indies (Northern Islands and

Aug. i
Demerara excepted) Southampton R.M.S.P.‘Co. “ La Plata ”

Jamaica Avonmouth... I.D.W.I.M.S. ‘ ‘ Port Kingston

Sports from Jamaica.

April i to June 30, ’06
„ July i, ’05

Sugar 
tons. 
6,223 
4>983

Cocoa 

cwts. 
26,067 
11.934

Rum 
galls.

641,249 
582,889

Coffee 

cwts.
9.525
6,228

Coconuts

1.634,545
1,125,480

Cotton 

lbs.
15.036 
28,620

Pimento 

cwts.
I7,M3 
17,421

Bananas 

bunches 
4,483,685 
4,381,496

Oranges

5,767.071
2,434.814
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£be iprobuce markets’ Summary
SUGAR.—F. O. Licht’s Consumption, September/June, IO months.

1905/6- 1904/5- 1903/4
Convention Europe ... 3,600,000 3,120,000

1,460,000
3,4yo,ooo Tons.

America ... 1,520,000 1,450,000

5,120,000 4,580,000 4,920 000 ,,

F. O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st July, even dates.
igo6. 1905. igo4.

Known world 2,610,000 2,000,000 2,340,000 Tons.

F. O. Licht’s Beet Crops. 1905/6 1904/5- 1903/4.
Convention Europe 5,560,000 3,420,000 4,220,000 Tons.

The improving tendency continues, the advance, so far, however, being by farthings, which perhaps makes it all 
the sounder. The distribution this year has been phenomenal, and when we consider the fact that the production of beet 
and cane this season is roughly 2,500,000 tons in excess of that of T904/5, and that the figures of Consumption for the 
first ten months in Convention Europe and America, as given by Licht and printed above, account for an excess in these 
countries of only 540,000 tons, which taken in conjunction with Licht’s visible supply at even dates on the 1st July, 
showing only an excess over last year of 610,000 tons, the extent of the movement becomes plain. Piecing these figures 
together it would appear that something like 1,350,000 tons in the distribution remains unaccounted for, having gone 
elsewhere, but assuming that the figures are correct, the importance of this shrinkage is of first moment, getting rid, as 
it does, of the world’s record sugar crop, which at the commencement bid fair to crush prices even below 7s. lo^d. which 
practically has been the minimum reached this season. Welcome as this has proved, it will not be safe to expect a 
repetition of it next year. The growing beet crops, which will be the determining control of future prices, seem so far to 
be progressing favourably.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

Total ............................
Quotations of 88% Beet, 24th July :—

on uneven dates are as follows *
igo6 

2,080,000
320,000 
180,000

1905
1,440,000

220,000
400,000

1904
I, goo, 000 

180,000 
igo.ooo

1903 
t,ggo,ooo 

320,000 
350,000

igo2 
2,100,000 

120,000 
410,000

2.580,000 2,060,000 2,270,000 2,660,000 2,630,000
8s. 7d. Ils. Id. 9s. 8 id. 7s. lljd.

7d. ; Oct./Dec., 8s. gd. ;

Tons.

6s. Id.
Jan./March, 1907,The closing quotations of 88% beet are :—July, 8s. yd.; August, 8s 

8s. gfd., and May, 8s. n^d., all free on board, Hamburg.
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Following the improved tone in sugar generally, there is a better demand for yellow 

crystallised, and the value of average qualities is now 15s., with a general range of 14s. gd. to 15s. 6d. for low to good 
yellow. Deliveries continue large. For a cargo of g6 test Refiners would pay gs. 6d. on floating terms.

Molasses Sugar.—Is in fair demand from 10s. to 14s. 6d., duty paid. 
7s. gd. in bond.

On floating terms, 89 test is worth about

Muscovado.—Small lots of grocery are selling on
about 8s. 3d. in bond, on floating conditions.

West India Figures since 1st Jan.:
Imports... 
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised

Rum.—Stocks in London : 1906.
Jamaica ... ... ... 8600
Demerara ... ... ... 6500
Total of all kinds ... 21,300

1906.
43.000 
26,000 
26,000

14s. 9d.

the spot from 13s. to 14s The value of 89 test to Refiners is

1904. 
34,000 
28,000 
18,000 
16s. 3d.

1904.
10,800 

9800

1905- 
30,000 
22,000 
17,000
17s. 6d.

1905- 
10,000

5500
24,100

1903. 
18,000 
24,000 
22,000 
15s. Od.

27,600
- . . „ . more favourable than of late.

Demerara is practically all sold out, and g^d. is the minimum quotation for fair Marks
A steady tone prevails in this Market, and figures are

1902.
49,000 Tons.
24,000 ,,
37,000 
13s. Od.

1903 ■
10,900 Puns.

7100 ,,
27.5oo ,,

prices are firm from 2s. id. upwards, according to quality.

Cocoa.—Stocks in London : 
Trinidad................. 
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

The tone of the Market is dull, the weather being 
India marks a further decline of is., and is inactive. The

Leewards and other foreign

1906.
11,700
10,700
71,000

1905- 
19,800 
17.500 
82,800

Marks, 58s. to 63s. ; Grenada fair, 49s., fermented, 52s. to 54s. 
fermented, 51s. to 54s.

The Importers’ stock of 
Jamaica is in reduced supply and 
kinds are quoted 8d. to is. id.

1904.
26,700
19,100

100,100

1903.
20,700 Bags.
12,600
78,700
Other West

hot. Trinidad is steady, but with little doing.
present quotations are : Trinidad fair collected, 5ys Estate 
' r- From other Islands Native cocoa is worth about 4’73 ,and

Coffee.—Steady. Good ordinary Jamaica, 3gs. to 41s.
Nutmegs.—Steady. Recent sales of West India include 53’s at is lod 64’s at ts ♦ ij o

g4’s at 8d., 100’s at yd., 114’s at 6d., 128’s to i4g’s at 5$d , and in shell, 44d. to sd MarZ—ai^A* ^^L82’3 at 9$d ■ 
at is. yd., pale reddish at is. 3d. to is. 6d., fair red at is. 4d., and broken at is to is (' Steady’ Fa,r Pale so^ 
common to low middling Jamaica, 5ys. to 63s. Pimento.—Firm at 2$d 'J'Hger.—Quieter. Good
at 2d. Arrowroot-Steady, but with very little business, the nomina! value of good manufacturing St. Vincent remaining

Lime Juice;—Steady, at nd. to is. 3d. Concentrated, dearer, value Z2T Wona © ,
to 2s. gd. Distilled Oil, scarce, value, 2s. 6d. ’ * ' rtand Pressed, unchanged at 2s. 6d.
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^ORD ELGIN has administered a sharp reproof to Messrs. Dargan, Brown and Gonsalves, in 
his reply to their petition in which they complained that the matters in connection with the 

late riots in British Guiana were not truly represented and suggested that the lives of many loyal 
subjects had been ruthlessly sacrificed without cause or justification. In a letter to the Officer 
Administering the Government, which has just been published with other correspondence on 
the subject as a parliamentary paper, Lord Elgin, on June 7th, confirmed his opinion expressed 
in a despatch dated February 8th, that the information which he then received did not 
lead him to think that the conduct of the Colonial Government in the matter of the 
riots gave any ground for the appointment of a special Commission. The Colony was, however, 
told that a Commission would be sent out if they were prepared to defray the cost, but the 
Elected Members of the Combined Court voted against it by a majority of two to one. 
Lord Elgin expressed his belief that under very difficult circumstances the Governor of 
British Guiana and his Officers acted with wisdom and moderation, entitling them to the 
thanks and to the confidence of the community. He added that he read with regret the 
reckless assertion made by the petitioners that the lives of the loyal subjects of the Colony “ have 
been ruthlessly sacrificed without cause and without legal justification, and through the criminal 
neglect of duty on the part of the Officers responsible for the peace of the Colony,” and he felt bound 
to record his opinion that “ elected representatives in a Colonial community, including divers races 
and interests, incur grave responsibility by bringing against the Executive Government charges 
such as these, which are demonstrably without foundation. This attitude of uncompromising— 
I had almost said of unreasoning—opposition, is calculated to bring discredit upon representative 
Government.” In a second despatch of the same date, Lord Elgin, dealing with the petition for­
warded by Messrs. Thorne and Brown, which contained 6115 signatures, endorsed his belief that 
the Governor and his officers acted with discretion, and he told the memorialists, who claimed 
to speak for the vast majority of the inhabitants of the Colony, that they should attach greater value 
than appeared to be the case to the maintenance of law, order and security, which was essential to 
the well being of the whole community. He recommended that the exhaustive despatch of Sir 
Alexander Swettenham, dated July 14th, 1903, an(i Mr. Chamberlain’s despatch of September 10th 
of the same year, should be republished in the Colony. Sir Alexander Swettenham fully disproved 
the allegation that the labourers were being ousted by coolies imported at their expense, and he 
denied that the suggestion that the native labourers were taxed for the introduction of Indian immi­
grants was justified. The whole cost of introduction fell upon the planters, and the revenue of the 
Colony only bore certain expenses of supervision. Lord Elgin continued : The immigrants and 
their descendants form so large and valuable a part of the community and conti ibute so materially 
to the revenue, that I cannot regard it as unfair that these incidental charges should be borne by 
the taxpayers as a whole. Sir A. Swettenham, indeed, expressed his own personal regret that instead
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of merely 150,000 coolies we have not ten times that number in the Colony.’ ” Dealing with 
the establishment of subsidiary industries in addition to sugar, Lord Elgin recommended the 
petitioners to bear in mind that“ if industries of various kinds are to be established and developed, 
energy and initiative on the part of the working members of the community are no less 
indispensable than encouragement by the Government. The petitioners condemn the 
Governor and his officers for alleged neglect of duties; but I see no evidence to support 
these charges nor, I regret to add, is evidence forthcoming of efforts on the part of 
those who make them to play their own part in the development of the Colony.” He 
referred to the petition as being pervaded with recklessness of assertion, and inasmuch as 
he gathered that the contention of the memorialists was “ (1) that the present Governor and his 
Executive Officers have favoured the interests of the sugar planters as against the interests of the 
masses of the population and (2) that the masses suffer from want of representation in the Legislature,” 
his answer was as follows : “ I repeat that I have carefully considered all the circumstances attending 
the riots and I am of opinion that the Governor took no action which was not consistent with the 
all important duty, which he faithfully discharged, of maintaining law and order and security of life 
and property. I have also, as far as possible, reviewed the course of administration since the present 
Governor took up his office, and I entirely decline to accept the suggestion that he has in any way- 
neglected the general interests of the community. The incidents which are referred to in the 52nd 
and 53rd sentences of the petition, and which are held to show that the Governor has been unduly 
favourable to the planting interest at the expense of the general community, are not correctly repre­
sented by the petitioners. In both cases Sir F. Hodgson acted with the cognizance and approval 
of my predecessor, whose judgment in this matter I see no reason to question. I am not prepared 
to admit that the petitioners can be taken as spokesmen of the ‘ vast majority ’ of the population 
They speak as far as I can judge for one section only and their contention has been answered already 
in Sir Alexander Swettenham’s despatch to which I have already referred. There is an unofficial 
majority m the Combined Court which controls the expenditure of the Colony In the Legislature 
the views which are embodied in this petition find and have found adequate expression. I do not 
agree that the Colony is suffering from want of adequate representation ; and I will add that a rlX 
for extended representative institutions would be better sustained upon some other basis than such 
a series of allegations unsupported by evidence and in the main ufftrue as formed the ,
this petition.” Disclosing, as it does, the policy of the present GovenT„ °

system of immigration which has stood the test of time, the publication of this Blue Book 1s of f 
reaching importance. We may hope that it will result in a more cordial understanding b^ 11 
classes of the community in British Guiana, who should work together for the § all
aim at the development of the Colony. $ common weal and

.. ,, , , . ,West JnOia Committee*
elected membe “ofihe “ ThurSday- July 26th, the following were

Name.
John W. Meyer (Trinidad) 
Julian Wickham (British Guiana) 
David Stuart Dougal (British Guiana) 
Arthur A. Baron (Dominica) 
Allan O’Neal Skinner (Barbados) 
George L. Lucas (Jamaica) 
William Raeburn (Jamaica) 
C. Ormond Hazell, K.C. (St. Vincent) 
John M. Joseph (St. Vincent) 
The Venerable Archdeacon E. A. Turpin 

(St. Vincent)
Hon. Conrad J. Simmons (St. Vincent) 
Thomas Wardle (British Guiana) 
Dr. E. H. Gewand (British Guiana) 
William Fauset (British Guiana) 
Horace Godrich (British Guiana) 
James B. Finney (British Guiana) 
Harry M. Ennals

Proposer.
James Peet Seconder.

R. E. Brassington
R. E. Brassington 
C. H. Grell

A. N. Lubbock. 
T. M. Marshall. 
A. Waterfield.

H. A. Bovell S. Didier.
H. F. Previte 
James Wilson 
J • A. Robison 
J- A. Robison

T. W. Wilkinson.
L. L. Marshall.
L. A. Campbell. 
J- G. Porter.
J- G. Porter.

J • A. Robison 
J. A. Robison J- G. Porter.
William Morison J- G. Porter.
William Morison E- C. Curtis.
William Morison E. C. Curtis.
William Morison 
William Morison 
E. L. Marshall

E. C. Curtis.
E. C. Curtis.
E. C. Curtis.

• E. B. Shepheard
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One tninbreb Jÿears 2lgo.
The Convoy Route Homei

Gil If tv» z~\Tmn xtt-ÎTT-^ 4 X_ XX 1 • . • -• ^hcL —season occur where theGulf Stream moves with its greatest velocity. This phenomenon, I am led to believe com! 
mences immediately after the hurricane months, and frequently our convoys in the Stream 

» » — southern latitude, have

Captain Saumarez stated, that it was his
Full conviction that a periodical south and westerly wind exists from Tanuarv (if not 

from November) to May, between Bermuda and the Western Islands, and were ship^at that 
nr^h?!0! tO keeP about a degree to the Southward of Bermuda, make the Madeiras

°f S°rVOiÎ° the mOUtand followin£ Captain Horsbourg’s directions to 
the East India ships after making the Western Islands, a quick passage would be inevitable.”

, , j ^hs thKHks °ftJK Committee were conveyed to Captain Saumarez for this information, which they 
trusted to make use of, and a promise was made not to print the letter. This promise we now think 
we are at liberty to break.

Ube West Jnbian Cricket Uout\
The West Indians v. Scotland.

The West Indians beat Scotland at Edinburgh on Wednesday, July 25th, by four wickets. 
When play was resumed, the Scots were 53 on with six wickets to fall. Dickson, Nixon, Bowie, 
and White all batted well, and the innings closed just on lunch time with the total at 304. Dickson, 
the top scorer, was twice missed.

An early finish on the last day having been agreed upon, the Colonials had three hours in 
which to make 203 runs, and they won by four wickets within half an hour of time. Their batting was 
steady, especially that of Chailoner, who made the highest individual total of the match. Scores 
and analysis :—

SCOTLAND. WEST INDIANS.
First Innings.

C. H. M.Ebden, c & b Ollivierre 6
J. Anderson, c Austin, b Laj ne 17
M. R. Dickson, b Ollivierre .. 36
G. W. Jupp, c Smith, b Layne 14
C. T. Mannes, c Goodman, b

Smith .. .. .. 23
T. A. Bowie, c Cumberbatch, 

b Smith.....................................5
F. H. Hogarth, c Cumberbatch, 

b Smith................................... 22
White, b Smith .. .. .. o
Nixon, b Ollivierre .. .. 12
Hancock, not out .. .. 6
J- T. Anderton, c Layne, b

Ollivierre .. .. .. o
Extras .. .. 6

Total .. .. 147

Second Innings.
b Layne.. .. .. ..22
b Ollivierre .. .. .. 17
lbw, b Ollivierre .. .. 81
b Layne.. .. .. .. 1

c Layne, b Cumberbatch .. 38

not out .. .. .. .. 21

b Layne....................................... 16
b Cumberbatch .. .. 31
c Smith, b Morrison .. .. 41
b Ollivierre .. .. .. 7

c Coustanline b Layne .. 7
Extras .. .. ..22

Total .. .. 304

First Innings.
G. Chailoner, b J. T. Anderson o 
L. Constantine, c Jupp, b Nixon 68 
O. H. Layne, b J upp .. .. 19
S. G. Smith, b Nixon .. .. 10
P. A. Goodman, st White, b

Nixon .. .. .. ..13
S. Morrison, c Hancock, b J. T.

Anderson .. .. .. 2
R, A. Ollivierre, c J. Anderson, 

b J. T. Anderson .. .. 14
H. G. B. Austin, not out .. 68
C. K. Bancroft, c J. T. Ander­

son, b Hancock .. .. 13
C. Cumbei batch, c Hancock b 
Jupp.....................................I

G. C. Learmond, c Ebden, b 
Jupp...................................31

Extras .. .. .. 10

Total .. .. 249
ANALYSIS.

Second Innings.
lbw, b Nixon .. .. ..90 
b Nixon . .. .. .. 13 
c Bowie, b J. T. Andetson .. 26 
c Dickson, b J. T. Anderson 6

not out...................................... 44

c J. Ander son, b J. T. Anderson 6
c Nixon, b J. T. Anderson .. 7

not out........................................4

Extras .. .. .. 7

Total .. .. ,. 203

First Innings.
nir • °- R‘
Ollivierre .. 20 5 62
Layne ..14 5 29
Smith ..11 o 34
Cumberbatch 5 o 16

Smith bowled a wide

BOWLING
Second Innings.

w. 0. M. R. w.
4 Layne 3° 6 68 4
2 Ollivierre .. 21 2 59 3
4 Smith 23 3 6t 0
0 Cumberbatch 22 8 63 2

Morrison .. 9 r 31
Cumberbatch bowled a wide.

First Innings, 
o. M. R.

J. T. Anderson 19 5 64
Nixon ..25 1 ic6
Jupp.. .. 15 3 36
Hancock 7 o 33

Nixon bowled a no-ball.

Second Innings.
W. . O. M. R. W.

3 Nixon .. to 2 89 2
3 J.T.Anderson 15 1 51 4
3 Jupp.. ..10 2 26 o
I Bowie .-5 I ar o

Hancock .. 1 o 9 o

The West Indians v. An English Eleven.

What would probably have been a close and interesting finish to the game between an 
English XI. and the West Indians at the Blackpool Festival, was spoiled on Saturday last by bad
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weather. Rain fell heavily during the morning, and it was impossible to resume play until after 
lunch. Scores and analysis :—

WEST INDIANS.
First Innings.

G. Chailoner, c Sewell, b
Hargreave.. .. .. x r

C. K. Bancroft b Hargreave 23 
L. Constantine, c Lilley, b

Hargreave . .. ..54
O. H. Layne b Warren .. 2
S. Smith, c Lilley, b Warren 8 
R. Ollivierre, c Sewell, b

Warren .. .. .. o
H. B. G. Austen, run out .. 29
Dr. Cameron, c Lilley, b

Hargreave.. .. .. 4
C. Cumberbatch, b Warren .. 30
j. E. Parker, c Day, b Row­

lands .. .. ..12
C. S. Morrison not out .. 9

B 9, 1-b 4, w 2, n-b 4 .. 19

Total .. .. 201

First Innings, 
o. m. r. w.

Hargreave ..29 12 50 4
Warren ..26 3 108 4
Lawton .. 1 o 12 o
Rowlands .. 1.2 0121

Warren bowled four no-balls 
and two wides.

Second Innings.

c Warren, b Hargreave .. 14
c Lilley, b Hargreave .. 15

c and b Hargreave .. .. 51
st. Lilley, b Hargreave .. o
c Lilley, b Hargreave .. o

lbw b Hargreave .. .. 21
c Lilley, b Hargreave .. 12

not out .. .. .. ,. 2
c Lilley, b Higson ............. 22

b Rowlands .. .. .. 5
run out.. .. .. .. 4

B .. .. .. .. 12

BOWLING
Second Innings.

Total .. .. 158

Hargreave .
0.

• 23
M.

9
R.
49

w.
7

Warren • r7 3 65 0
Rowlands . 5 0 23
Law ton 0 5 0
Higson . i 0 4 i

AN ENGLAND ELEVEN.
First Innings.

E. D. H. Sewell, c Parker, b 
Ollivierre .. .. .. 21

Kinneir, st. Constantine, b
Smith .. .. .. .. 16

Quaife, st. Constantine, b
Smith .. .. .. .. 12

A. E. Lawton. b Smith .. 2
A. P. Day, b Ollivierre .. 16
T. A. Higson, b Ollivierre .. 19
Liltey, c Smith, b Ollivierre.. 6
Warren, c Constantine, b

Layne ............................ 26
Hargreave, run out .. .. 1
Rowlands, c Cumberbatch, b

Layne .. .. .. g
A. E. Peitfield, not out .. 2

Byes, 10; l.-b., 1 11

Total ............... 138
ANALYSIS.

First Innings. 
°.

Ollivierre .. 20
Smith .. .. 15
Layne.. .. 5

Second Innings.

c Constantine, b Ollivierre .. 32

c Challoner, b Ollivierre .. 25 
c Morrison, b Ollivierre 1
not out .. .. 45
not out .. ........................ .......

c Morrison, b Smith .. 16
Byes, 1; l.-b., 6; w., 1. 8

Total (4 wkts.) .. 129

Second Innings.
. o. M. R. w.

O.hvierre .. x3 2 63 3
omitn .. .. jo j 1

°-5 O 30
Cumberbatch 2 o 20 o

Smith bowled a wide.

Coming JEvents.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixture, like 
interest to those connected. with the Wni-i tl. „„ .. l ,■ , b _ iixiures lineto be of interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-o-beratinn

Fri., Aug. 10th.—West Indians v. Norfolk, at Norwich 2 days of our readers IS invited.
” V' Nottinghamshire, at Nottingham. 3 davs. ■

„a ’ qk ” ( 1” A; Northamptonshire, at Northampton. 3 days
Dec. 3rd.—Show of Colonial Fruit at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Hah

Mon., 
Thurs.
Mon.,

British
r . Snbian Snterests at Westminster.
Guiana Disturbances.

Ay

of the petition from certain inhabitants which was foLarded on April 2vd Jravfn fuU teXt
Commission of Inquiry together with Messrs Dargan Brown Xt r °’ I y nK for an independent 
subject, dated April 12th. are given with the Venlls of petition 011 the sa™
drawn up by Professor J. B. Harrison, in order tTmeetcertainStatf’ A Me™randum, 
petition, shows the extensions of minor industries in the Cnlmv^ mawe aSamst him in the 
Acting-Governor described as emphasising the useiulnei o? The figures which the
of Science and Agriculture in encouraging minor products, are as follow^—°Ut by the DePartment

Rice 
Cocoa-nuts 
Cacao 
Coffee

An important feature of the Blue Book i;

1903-4 
Acres. 
16,670 
3,766

901
718

1904-5 
Acres. 
23,853 

6,132 
*>793

/111 important feature ot the Blue Book i« ™ i /• " 7™ • • ^aof the memorable correspondence, which pXAi^fooTS^ ’“tan^e of Lord4 Elvin 
Governor of British Guiana, and Mr. J. Chfmberlain at tn between Sir J. A. Swettenham the then 
in defence of immigration. It will beJ within the Election ofT SeCr^'ary of State for the Colonies 
m forwarding a Memorial on July 14th 10m nZt a f readers that Sir J A Swett^u ’ 
immigrants, had no more moral right t^ protest^ vV d that the negroes, who were them^ 
indigenous population, composed exclusively of Red Indian^ lnt™ducti°n of East Indians than Ihe 
privileges being curtailed by the immigrant^0!^^^  ̂ their riband

tu i + 4 Canada and tbe iraient
West Indie, and Black for the C I

Of ae steamers leaving St. Join, on
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St. John 
Halifax

Leave
Arrive

Aug. IO 
11

Demerara 
Trinidad

Leave Sept. 4

Bermuda 
St. Kitts 
Antigua 
Montserrat 
Dominica 
St. Lucia 
St. Vincent 
Barbados 
Trinidad

Leave

, 9

9 9

99

99

Arrive

99

99

99

99

9 9

99 

Sept.

19
23

27

28
28
29
30

Barbados 
St. Vincent .. 
St. Lucia 
Dominica 
Montserrat 
Antigua 
St. Kitts 
Bermuda 
St. John 
Halifax

9 9

99

99

9 9

99

99

99

9 9

Arrive

», 7
,, 10
,, ii 
„ ii
„ 12
„ 13

U 
„ 16
., 21
» 25

Demerara », 25

“ Olenda” Th t g v Orur° (August 10th), “ Orinoco,” “ Ocamo,” and
former «Hi. Jf steumships Beta and “ Boston will be devoted to the Jamaica service, the 
ofXZrvmnn^^ Santiago (Cuba), and Jamaica on the 15th.
when od e Wh d he lat^r to Santiago (Cuba) and Jamaica on the rst of every month, except 
prevU httheS<i dayS faUS °n a Sunday' m whlch case the steamers will sail at 10 p.m on the

Some Ibontewarb /JDails»
mail T k? *h?,l8th instead of the 20th century! We have to record the receipt of our 

letters from British Guiana through the agency of the sweet potato schooner, “ Lottie Toppin ” 
^hich was lucky enough to catch the homeward R.M.S.P. “La Plata” at Barbados. The latter vessel 
reached Southampton at 2 a.m. on Monday, July 30th, and the mails were delivered in the after­
noon oi the same day. We extract the following notes from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents

Manures improve Barbados Canes.
July brought to Barbados a continuance of the beautiful showers of June. They were light 

but frequent, and about three inches was the general rainfall for the month, up to the 14th, the 
date upon which the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne last wrote to us. Foreign manure was, he said, being 
rapidly applied, and under the influence of the showers the canes were taking it up and improving 
visibly. The cotton fields were looking very pretty, and this might, indeed, be said of all classes of 
vegetation, and the prospects generally were certainly as good as at the same time last year.

The Session of the Legislature closed on July 3rd, but writs had already been issued by the 
Acting Governor, and the new House of Assembly would be elected by July 31st. It seemed likely 
that none of the sitting members would be opposed.

The quality of news by cable had again become very unsatisfactory.
The races had taken place, but entries were few and the sport moderate. The attendance 

also was much smaller than usual, a fact for which the showery weather was mainly responsible.
Very few mills were at work, and most of the sugar had been sold, though there was a large 

quantity still to be shipped. Sugar was quoted: Muscovado, $1.50; Dark Crystals, $1.90 and 
Molasses, 14 cents, (no buyers).

Patent Stills in British Guiana in i860.
Writing from British Guiana on July 4th, Mr. A. Summerson, commenting on the pot v. patent 

still controversy, informed us that rum was made in a patent still in Demerara as far back as i860.
The weather was too wet everywhere except on the Corentyne coast, and some few days of 

good sunshine would be acceptable. Crystals were quoted at $1.95.
The Hon. B. Howell Jones was elected Chairman of the British Guiana Planters’ Association for 

I9°7> with Messrs. Delafons, Fleming and Summerson members of the Council. Mr. A. Summerson 
had retired from the post of Secretary to the Association, which he had held since 1883, in favour 
of Mr. J. C. McCowan.

Sale of Real Estate in Bermuda.
We are informed by Mr. W. T. James in a letter dated July 4th, that his Excellency the 

Governor has appointed a Committee to report on the desirability of aliens being allowed to purchase 
real estate in Bermuda. This Committee has had before it land owners and representative men 
from all parts of the Colony, and will in due course report on the question as to what restrictions, if any, 
should be imposed on aliens who purchase real estate. At the present time it was, said Mr. James, 
considered by many a hardship that they could not sell; and by the American tourist it was felt to be 
a hardship that he was not allowed to purchase. Especially as the building of attractive residences 
by American winter tourists would undoubtedly benefit the Colony and increase property values, 
it was hoped that this grievance might be removed at an early date.

As anticipated, the ad valorem duties had been increased from 5 per cent, to 6J per cent. ; 
this, with the increase in specific duties on tobacco, was thought to be sufficient to meet the deficit 
caused by the serious falling off in imports.
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At the time of writing there was a Bill before the Legislature authorising a Colonial Govern­
ment loan tor the purpose of deepening the channel leading into St. George’s harbour It was 
proposed to purchase a dredger in England and to do the work departmcntallv. Opinions on the 
subject were somewhat divided, it being stated by the advocates of the scheme that it the channel 
were opened much of the passing trade would be attracted and ships arriving at Bermuda in distress 
Must’s harb°Ur f St' George’s “Stead of Gaining the open roaSst“
Man-ay s Anchorage. Others were of opinion that very little, if any, passing trade would be 
atti acted, and at any rate the increase of trade would never recoup the Colony for the large expenditure 
of £70,000 which it would take forty years to pay off, thus burdening Bemwda with a yelrl™ 
^htt t, £4000 for that time. It was only fair to say that the promoters of the scheme were 
“y ^“dt^ resuscitate the business of their town w!

pleasure seeking tourisiTh? * 7^ ?rOve a most desirable hoi^for the Jest and

though suffering for waat °f

Citrate of Lime from Dominica.
mail aJaT^m“ aT^Ty^a? Ig^Trl^ Im C~ni^ to the ^a‘e of the 

had been thoroughly wet. g ’ wntlnS on July 3rd, said that the past fortnight

ahd mthnUgh if Wa3 a indS^rvth SCa’e "aS'd'"^ madC'

lime

was

Continued Rains in Grenada.
one of the most ¡mpIXite^finGrenad/P .1^' If Was 

tS -•«» «Ä“ÄÄsr °1

..........-- “■

where he was to be married to Miss Swaby, th^B^^s dachten t0 Sh°rt'y f°r Barbados>

M C tt Limes from St. Lucia.
Meeting of the^t. Luria'A^ltar^ info™ed us that the Annual

Administrator presiding. The importation some Three yearn His Hon°ur the
Berkshire Boar having proved a success it was resolved to seffth f a • n^^d" Bull and 

by auction, and offer adequate subsidies for the “ I• 1 i656 animals within the Colonv
two Bulls and three Toffenburg Goals as the mea™of the So ° StaIlion> a breeding Jack

“'-1«"**

and 5 inches to date in July. Ratoons were mldd™ ^“and T June ™ the humid districts 
seedling cane B208 did exceptionally well last cron atTm de - T.Ii,ants showing fair growth The 
per acre, 9i to 10 Beaume. It also7 did wed at ?t ^erfged 40 tons
The promise of the coming cacao crop remMned dkt’inrtb a "T"1« fa™unte in St Luria

.h.„ .

. In a letter dated July l6th X H™ TtV

gently in need of a railway than the
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advaniedh!  Tm°f h? there bemS still young, while that which was more
much ner tb T'Yater.far"age- thl3. the Siparia line would cost nearly double as
esta tes thirb Taba<Uyte and w°uld pass for the first two or three miles through sugar 
thereabouts ih h 1 glVe abs°lutely no t'^ to the line, and afterwards for a couple of miles or 
thereabouts through lagoon lands only partially capable of cultivation.
qprnnd ^ne ior ^rst fortnight, but turned wet again in the

+h h an? h£d beT SOme heavy showers- The.V had then another spell of sunshine, 
and the prospects for the December crop were a little more hopeful than when he last wrote.

e strong demand for cocoa advised last mail had somewhat subsided, owing to the June 
contracts having been filled. Fine Estates were quoted at 54'-, Mixed Estates at 53/-, and Ordinary 
at 52/- per 50 kilos c. & f. Havre, for delivery during the last two months of the year. A small 
amount ot business for immediate shipment had been done at slightly higher prices. A few 
shipments from Carupano had caused an easier tone in the Venezuelan market, but there had been 
no arrivals of the finer qualities, which would still realise higher prices.

Total at last report
July i.—S.S.—“ Saba ”
„ 2.—S.S.—“Martinique”
,, 2.—S.S —“ Patagonia ”
„ 3-—S.S.—“ Atrato ” ..
„ 6. — S.S.—‘ Maracas ” ..
„ 7-—S.S.—“Catalina”..
,, 11.—S.S.—“Orinoco ” ..
„ 13.—S.S.—“ Prins Willem III.

Totals to date

Shipments.
• • 99,7 14 bags, Trinidad 23,346 bags, Venezuela

50 „
278 „ „ 458 ,7 ,, Europe.

1,050 „ ,, __
1,630 „ —
2,621 „ ,z 254 7, ,, New York.

42! ,, ,, 100 „ ,, Europe.
274 „ --- .. „ New York.
307 346 „ ,, Europe.

..106,345 bags, Trinidad 24,404 bags, Venezuela.

Xetter to tbe lEbiton
Admiral Bligh.

To the Editor, The West India Committee Circular.
Sir.—With reference to the Court Martial of 1795, referred to in the West India Committee Circular of 

May 30th last, you may be glad to know that Rear-Admiral Rodney Bligh was not connected with the “ Bounty ” 
the Commander of which was William Bligh. Both Blighs were Cornishmen, but they were not nearly related so 
far as I can ascertain. Sir Richard Rodney Bligh is said (probably incorrectly) to have been a godson of Lord 
Rodney, under whom, however, he served in the West Indies. Curiously enough, nine months before he sat on 
Norman’s court martial, he had been court martialled himself for the loss’of his ship, the “ Alexander,” which was 
captured by a French squadron and taken into Brest, but he was honourably acquitted. From 1796 to 1799 Bligh 
was second in command at Jamaica, under Sir Hyde Parker. I am, etc., 0

Frank Cundall.

TRotes ot interest.
THANKS. Mr. Chamberlain has acknowledged with thanks the good wishes of the West 

India Committee on the occasion of his birthday.
A CORRECTION. On page 363 of our last issue, Sir James Hay was described as having retired 

from the Government of Trinidad in 1901, instead of Barbados, as was actually the case. We meekly 
apologise for the error of a compositor.

WIRELESS. With regard to the announcement which we made in our last issue regarding the 
invitation for tenders issued by the Government for the establishment of wireless telegraphy in the 
West Indies, we are informed that the question of the sources of any possible expenditure has not 
yet arisen.

BARBADOS’ LOSS. It is with great regret that we have to announce the death of Mr. W. 0. Colly- 
more, the senior partner of the firm of Messrs. Musson, Son and Company, of Barbados, and a Member 
of the Executive of the Barbados branch of the West India Committee, which took place on July 23rd 
from hemorrhage of the brain.

COTTON REPORT. In their report dated July 25th, 1906, Messrs. Wolstenholme and Holland report 
a fair business in West Indian Sea Island descriptions during the fortnight, with prices decidedly 
easier. The demand has been almost entirely for qualities 13jd. and 13d., and spinners will not 
buy unless the quality is desirable, and easy prices are accepted. The sales include Barbados i4Jd. 
and I5|d., St. Kitts, 13d. and I5|d., Antigua, i5jd. and i6d., St. Thomas, I4d. and 13d., and Nevis* 
I3id. and i4|d.

PROTECTION ft is stated in the last issue of The. Journal of Comparative Legislation that a
IN THE U.S.A. considerable number of States in America, especially those in the west and south,

have set on foot a system of indirect Protection for native industries. A series of statutes has 
been passed by Alabama, California, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississipi, and other States exempting
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cotton and woollen manufactures, beet sugar plant, or enterprises generally, from local taxation for 
periods of three to fifteen years. No fewer than sixteen States have, according to The Quarterly 
Journal of Economics, adopted such legislation.

DENATURED ALCOHOL. In Germany, alcohol is completely denatured by the addition of (a) 2.} percent, 
of “ standard denaturiser,” made of four parts of wood alcohol, one part of piridin (obtained by 
distilling bone oil or coal tar), with the addition of fifty grains of oil of la vender or rosemary to each 
litre ; (b) per cent, of the above “ standard,” and 2 per cent, of benzol. Incomplete denaturisa- 
tion, i.e., sufficient to prevent alcohol from being drunk, but not to disqualify it from use for various 
special purposes, for which the wholly denaturised spirit would be unavailable, is effected by adding 
(c) 5 Per cent, wood alcohol and | per cent, piridin (d) 30 per cent, or 50 per cent, solution of shellac ; 
(e) 1 per cent, camphor, or 2 per cent, oil of turpentine, or J per cent, benzol.

A RECOGNITION Sir Bickham Sweet-Escott, Governor of the Leeward Islands, has forwarded
OF GOOD WORK. to the Secretary of State a resolution adopted unanimously at a meeting of 

the General Legislative Council of the Colony recording the gratitude of the Council for the generous 
assistance afforded to the Colony by the institution and maintenance of the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture, and expressing a hope that arrangements will be made to enable the Colony to benefit 
by a continuance of the Department, such assistance being more than ever necessary in view of the 
crisis through which the Colony is passing, and the keen and skilled competition for the principal 
markets of the world m which the staple and minor products must compete at a disadvantage unless 
assisted by the practical and scientific instruction which the Imperial Department of Agriculture is 
alone competent to give. «butunuicib

Ube debitor’s 2>iarp.
Under this heading we record the 'principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint 

which occur during the week under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers 
™™wed by the maik and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed., July 25th.—Bodmin Election^ Mr Freeman Thomas (L.), 4969, Mr. G. Sandys (U.), 3876, majority 1093 
Thnrc t 1 AO, TIT Cricket. West Indians beat Scotland by four wickets.—88% Beet 8s 6kl aniet Thurs., July 26th-Mee tag of the Executive of the West India Committee-Note oniritlX Guiana

Fri., 

Sat., 

Mon., 

Tues.,

—Beet, 8s. 6^d., quiet.

sjt-
July 28th.—The Kmg mspeeted ta, 3rd Coldstream Guards prior to their di^bandment-^Äing

July 3°lh.—IheR.M.S.P. La Plata, reached Southampton. The third readintr r»f tiw *• n-u

leather Uelegrants.
light showers.” (Messrs. Henry K Davfo^a^ Weather fine with occasional
Berbice.” Trinidad—(The New Colonial Co Ltd ’ Tulv 27 th <-HeVher 9ontl™es favourable in 
vation.” Jamaica—(The Direct West India Cable Co^ Ltd f week ended Tulv 18th R1 tO CUlti’ 

Fine. Port Antonio—“Fine.” h enaea July ibth. Kingston—

„ ^be /Ibails.
July - LaPlata.. (Capt. w J Dagnail)
JÎr' CLKennaway, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Hinkson Sir W Levitt’ Mr- and Mrs. H. E. Pilgrim’
Mr. and Mrs. W. McLarch, Mr. W. Bennett Mr R p Ä Çreaves, Miss B. Appleby Mr H \nsen’
Cameron. Mr. T. R. Slade, Mr. Wm. Morison Mr R r >G7-gg\^ A* Streek Mr. K. A.Croft Mrs J S 
Mr. S. Birt, Captain Birt, His Honour
Mr. and Mrs. W. Pope, Mr. J. Carr, Mr. C. de Mier Mr Miss Udak Mr. Cruise. Mrs H
Tiir* J’,Fa h Bert de Lamarre, Mr. and Mrs F D Knowles, Mr. S. B. Spiro Mr M sihh >’
Mr. F. Sellmann, Mr. J. B. Sellier Mr. and Mrs A b wClarke’ Mr* J’ Mclnroy, Mr. E. F. Scott Mr R M ? 
Mr. C. Wilson, Mr. J. H. dî Silvo. Mr A Mr ÄarlngOt’ Hon' H‘ A- and Mrs. Ulclzer Mr T R ngOt 
ta ?y7WARD Bo°kinGS per RS.M.P “ Atra tot Sahn°n, Mrs. I Bâcher. • • J- Ribeuo,
Dr. and Mrs. Camacho, Mr. L Matis Mr nnd MiJd rS ~apt.. H- J- Boby). August 2nd- Mr t t? ri .
Mr. L. Grant, Mr. M. Grisol, Mr. F Molina Dr R ni ?* C°PPin> Mr- E- Mujica, Miss F Burt Mr Ç’bbins.

Mr. and Mrs. Collymore, Mr. W. Wigley. ' ' ' McNaugkton. Mr. F. Bieran. Dr. King. Mr and Mrs o/eU
The Imperial Direct West India /vioii a • 6 na Mrs. Orellana,

Jones), July 28th: Jamaica—Mr C Service.—Sailings per RMS “Pori a ♦ •
Mr. G. H. Crisp, Mr. C. Cowp-r M- P* Ar™’ - H‘ G Bel1’ Mn A- D Brooks Mr a ^P1 Owcn

’ L Sharp, Mr. B. L. Verley,
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OUR CELEBRITIES.
No. LXXIII.

übe West pilòta Committee TRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

1bon. William Fawcett.

A tig. 7th, 1906

Telegrams: “Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

We are glad to see that there is a tendency 
on the part of the confectioners to 

concentrate their efforts towards securing the 
abolition of the sugar duties, and to leave 
the Brussels Convention alone. Though, of 
course, the question of the sugar duties is one 
which primarily concerns consumers more 
than producers, no one would be more pleased 
than ourselves to see a reduction of this impost, 
of which the confectioners complain. But as 
to the Sugar Convention, we must still adhere 
to our belief that it is in the confectioners’ 
interest as well as our own that the Government 
should decide not to denounce this agreement. 
The reason is well put by that eminent authority 
on sugar, M. George Bureau, in a recent issue of 
the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre. Commenting 
on the reply of Lord Elgin to the enquiry of the 
Westmoreland Sugar Planters’ Association, as 
to whether in the event of the Government
deciding to denounce the Brussels Convention 
they would be willing to permit Jamaica to enter

into reciprocal arrangements with the United States, in which Lord Elgin said that he was not in a
position to state what course would be adopted by the Government, M. Bureau said that this was
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regrettable. “ The sugar trade and industry of the whole world are, as a matter of course, deeply 
interested in what the British Government intends to do with regard to an agreement which has mani­
festly a favourable influence on the general economic conditions of sugar production, and above all on 
sugar consumption. Does this silence mean that the British Government, before making a pronounce­
ment on the subject, is going to devote itself to a deeper study of the Convention and its effects ? If 
this is the case, it is to be assumed that the possibility of thp re-establishment of the Austrian and 
German cartels, with their inevitable consequences for the sugar world, effects to which the West
India Committeee properly calls attention, will receive serious consideration. The Government, again 
will not fail to recognise that in the event of the United Kingdom withdrawing from the Convention’ 
the other States might consider it useful among themselves to adhere to the Brussels Convention, and 
would then be compelled to impose countervailing duties on English sugar products, such as jams 
marmalade, biscuits, and condensed milk, prepared with the help of bounty-fed sugar, whether from 
Russian or other sources, introduced into England. As the British Trade Journal remarked, that 
would be a serious blow for the great confectionery industry of England. Let the Government weigh 
the pros ^Acons, and without a doubt the Brussels Convention will appear to be the best solution of the 
sugar question which has as yet been found.” According to the official returns, 345,373 cwts of 
confectionery and jams were exported from the United Kingdom in 3905, as compared with 
314,879 cwts. in 1904, and 319,736 cwts. in 1903, the value amounting to ¿-895,597 in 1905 CSiz 21 3 
m 1904 and ¿803,067 m 3903. Unfortunately the destination is not given, buHn France accordin ' 

to the Customs returns, the imports from Great Britain in the first six months of 1906’in syrups” 
bonbons, jams, fruits, sweets and biscuits, showed a decided increase as compared with those for the 
two preceding years. The export of confectionery is undoubtedly an important branch of the trade 

indZreX this XeXbthtrcaOsfe.deVelOPment’ can’ hardly be

six months of 1906 in syrups.

“ “» W- Con,™, 
members and the officials for the common good. This in our Z^L^b between the

and as the Committee grows in size and strength, it is gratifying to usto be able to 6Xtent'
increase m this esjnt de corps which induces representatives of diff! i a reCOrd * marked
ther, and side by side, with the common object of promoting the interests of th^”65 b^^

taring industries of the British West Indies, British Guiana, and British Hold ma,WfaC-
the general welfare of these Colonies. It is our constant 1 , ■ H nduras’ and thus increasing 
feeling in every possible way, and in order to bring our readers IntoT H““8 °f StimulatinS this 
with ourselves, we have arranged to introduce another new feature intoT and

form of a correspondence column. Under the heading “ A Pag6S' 1 hls wiU take the
endeavour to reply briefly and concisely to any question hole ‘° C°rresPondents ” we shall
which may be propounded to us on matters immediately con “ ® Or h°W6Ver ^truse it maybe,

every subject under the sun there is somebody qualified to si p g * Seri°US Usk ; but on 
readers the troubie of approaching such somebody direct tS^ “ “ * ‘° Sa™
which should also draw closer the bonds which keep us Z resPonsibility,
must naturally depend very much upon our readers themselvts but’ 'f t °f ”eW dePa»a- 
we have reason to hope it will do, it should be the means of Z Wi‘h ‘he suPPort '^ch
the kind our readers require in a brief form. sseminatmg much useful information of
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ave on many occasions in the past impressed upon our sugar-producing readers the necessity 
or lowering the cost of production. Two years have now elapsed since any specific lines 

were laid down in the West India Committee Circular as to the points in which probable economies 
could be effected, and advance has undoubtedly been made in two of the directions indicated, viz., 
treble crushing, and megass diffusion, with the greater use of electricity as a motive power and 
mechanical tillage by the adoption of steam ploughs. So far as the former of these is concerned, it is 
only a matter of time and money as to when the larger factories will be fully equipped, and the success 
of the latter is, we are convinced, only a question of a system especially adapted to the various conditions 
of the West Indies being devised, to become universal. For flat, alluvial lands, with facilities for the 

movement of heavy engines, ploughing with ploughs such as are now in use in Antigua and Trinidad 
will become universal. For undulating country there is no reason why motor cultivation should not 
be successful, and the same applies to British Guiana, where it is possible to fill up the small 
drams with some porous subject, such as sand, which would allow the passage of the motor plough 
and at the same time permit of drainage. This, we may mention, is likely to be experimented with in 
that Colony, and should it be successful it would mean the introduction of motor tillage and thus 
revolutionise the whole system of cultivation and cut down the costly immigration to a much lower 
figure than it now stands. - Mechanical tillage, therefore, and new and suitable canes adapted to especial 
conditions, must be looked to for further economy in cost of cane. It must be remembered that when 
steam ploughing was experimented with in Trinidad many years ago, it was in the mistaken days of 
deep tillage. Now that it is recognised that with most heavy tropical soils a few inches, eight or nine, 
of tillage is all that is required, and that the subsoil is best left alone, the conditions are quite altered, 
and what was a failure two score years ago will be a success in the immediate future. Beyond the 
items already mentioned in manufacture, viz., further extraction of juice from the cane and extension 
of electricity as a motive power, there is not much left for economy in this direction, leaving out, of 

course, economy from concentration, which has now practically reached its limits in British Guiana 
and Trinidad. It seems to us that the sugar industry should be conducted on three lines, viz., sugar 
estates proper with large factories, well-equipped and up-to-date with cultivation supplied with every 
facility for cheapness and efficient cultivation ; small estates on which the sugar-cane is only a portion 
of the cultivation, and where the canes are either sold to a central factory or else manufactured on 

muscovado lines with the lightest of mills to secure the maximum purity of juice, and with sugar and 
molasses made for the small but high price market which obtains for these. The third division, and this 

concerns Jamaica especially, is where rum is the prime consideration. The remarks as to tillage 
apply to this also, but the manufacture must be adjusted so as to give the maximum return of the best 
rum. Reviewing the subject, it seems to us that as regards the bulk of the industry, the most 
favourable outlook for further reduction in the cost of production lies in the cultivation—in new 

canes, certainly, but primarily in the adoption of mechanical means of tillage. We feel convinced 
that there are very few conditions on the larger West Indian sugar estates which will not admit of 
this. The great battle nowadays is for a cheap cane, and this should be provided through the extra 
yield coupled with the lower cost.

1bom William jfawcett.
Mr. W. Fawcett, whose portrait appears on the first page of this issue, is spending a well-earned 

holiday in this country. He was Assistant in the Botanical Department of the British Museum from 
1880 until 1886, in December of which year he was appointed Director of Public Gardens and Planta­
tions, Jamaica, a post which he still holds with conspicuous ability. He received his early education at 
Dulwich College, and proceeded to the degree of B.Sc. at the University of London. In addition to his 
numerous other duties, Mr. Fawcett finds time to perform those of nominated member of the 
Legislative Council, Deputy Chairman of the Jamaica Agricultural Society and member of the Board
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of Agriculture; and ever since his arrival in the Colony he has been on the Board of Governors of the 
Institute of Jamaica for the encouragement of literature, science and art. He is also Corresponding 
Member of the Royal Horticultural Society, and of the Pharmaceutical Society of England, and 
Corresponding Fellow of the Botanic Society of Edinburgh. Mr. Fawcett edits the “ Monthly 
Bulletin ” of the Department of Agriculture, and in 1893 he published a valuable “ List of Jamaica 
r lowering Plants.” In 1897 the headquarters of the Department over which he presides were 
transferred to Hope Gardens. Mr. Fawcett is in constant correspondence with planters in all parts 
ot Jamaica, giving advice and information on every subject connected with tropical agriculture and 
horticulture. Moreover, he does everything possible by correspondence and by personal visits to 
advise planters regarding the numerous problems with which they have to contend. He is a fellow 
of several learned bodies including the Linnean Society.

Ube Uower ot Xonbon»
Foremost among the places of interest in the immediate neighbourhood of the West India 

Committee Rooms is the old Tower of London. Indeed, to adapt a once popular son^ if it wprp not 
n?d Nhe inter^entlon of a hideous block of buildings and an equally ugly hoarding the splendid 
old Norman Keep would be plainly visible from the windows of the West Lidia Committee ' 
The particular view which is reproduced in the present issue was taken from the Tow^riX 
is about five or ten minutes walk from our doors The Tnwpr fire* • » Bridge, which
William the Conqueror, in order completely ?o control The CitJ^^
Keep, surmounted by the four quaint toners aX  ̂ /be
such it has been known since the days of Edward III Excent fnr tho u Tower, and as
Sir Christopher Wren, it has undergone very little alteration for altera?°n of windows by
of buildings to the left is the new guardroom and barrlcks ^hileto the . Tke JarSe
House, the residence of Lieut.-General Sir San the Ma^r of &
whose courtesy many of our members from over-seas have be™ privil^d to HsR

Ube West 3nbia Committee»

H)utcb Sugar duties.
Two Dutch Royal Decrees were issued nn ¡«1« „„j

containing sugar as follows :— y nd’ fixinS the import duty on certain articles

Medicines prepared with sugar Pother than • • 1 ,
under the head of “ small wares d Des included

When the proportion of sugar contained therein- 
Exceeds 10%, but does not exceed 50% 

Exceeds 50 %................... 0 /o

Florins.* Per 100 kilogs.f

13.50
27.00Succades, candied ginger, candied lem™When the proportio? oFsugar containedtherein- P6eL

Uoes not exceed 20%
Exceeds 20 %, but does not exceed 50%

::
Th . t ‘Florin=“•8d-..............+ xoo"kilogs’= lb;

The importer of these articles is reauired t^ , ■
mentioned classes the imported goods belong- to h‘S declaration 1
enforceable from August 1st inst. g ‘ The dutles’ except those on medicines

550 
1350 
18.00 
25 00

to which of the abovie-
were

c ,. Ube IProposeb iRum Combine.

8 tner against the promoters of the
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H •: S
nSeas^ the proposals of the English capitalists they will be assisting to rnfterUHy

crease the return they obtain from this country, they will find that they are ^rievouslv mistake/ 
nXSU?e-S ^not be driven ^to paying any price that may be demanded,/md i/would be a suicidal 
demand0 UP°D an aPPre5iabIe enhancement of price, since the only effect would be to shatter the 

e f Ja™aiCa ru.m an.d *° promote the sale of the produce of the other West Indian colonies 
rom every point of view, indeed, the planters will be misguided if they endeavour to unset th^ 

present arrangements—under which, it may be added, they are obtaining a fair price for their rum ”

Ube Iking and Jamaica Uea.
Pm J K1?g,.has b®en graciously pleased to accept a packet of Jamaica tea from the West Indian
k t o^ of 4 Fenchurch Buildings. This signal mark of royal favour, gratifying as it
bvintn H S?U aPPr^ciated.in the Co]ony where the tea industry was established

r C°X’ CuSt°S Ann S* Nmety acres are now under cultivation, and Mr. Cox’s 
tory is fitted for turning out first-class tea. Jamaica tea is used in the Litchfield Hotel, Port 

Antonio, and also the Moneague and Rio Cobre Hotels. Twenty-five per cent, more was sold locally 
m 1905 than m 1904 and we learn that up to the middle of June nearly as much tea was sold as in 
the whole of 1905. Samples of tea exported recently included fine grades, fannings, Pekoes and 
bouchong, and one unassorted, as it left the drier.

Ube Becembev jfruit Imbibition.
The following letter has been addressed by the Secretary of the West India Committee to the 

various Permanent Exhibition Committees in the West Indian Colonies
“ When the exhibitions of Colonial fruit were first inaugurated by the Royal Horticultural Society 

m 1904 the principal Colonies represented were the West Indies. Since then, however, interest has 
fallen off to such an extent that at the last exhibition, held on June 5th and 6th last, the West Indies 
sent no exhibits direct, and were only represented by firms at home, though such distant Colonies as 
Australia and South Africa made very representative displays, the former of citrus fruits, which are 
likely to compete keenly with similar fruits from the West Indies. I think that you will agree with 
me that this lack of interest is a pity, more especially as these exhibitions are well attended and 
‘ noticed ’ by the Press.

“ Everything is made as easy as possible for exhibitors ; space is free of charge, and exhibits 
are brought over freight free through the kindness of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. In the 
circumstances, I venture to ask for your kind assistance towards securing the more adequate represen­
tation of the West Indies in the future.

“ The next exhibition of the series is to be held on December 4th and 5th next, and it has 
occurred to me that this would be a good opportunity for following the example of Cape Colony, 
whose Government hired the whole of the hall for the night preceding the exhibition in March last 
and gave a reception to which the Press and those interested in fruit were invited, thus securing a 
very excellent advertisement for her produce.

“ I believe so implicitly in these exhibitions, that I have already engaged the Horticultural Hall, 
with cloak-room and storage accommodation, for the purpose of an evening reception, at a cost of 
Z*7 17s- hd., including heat and light, feeling that with your valuable co-operation it should be possible 
to get together a collection of fruit sufficiently representative in quantity and quality to make it worth 
while doing so. What I have done may at first seem premature, but as the matter was under considera­
tion by another Colony, it was desirable and, indeed, necessary to take immediate action.

“ With regard to expenses, it would be a case of cutting our coat according to the cloth. The 
expenses would be for (i.) the hire of the hall; (ii.) carriage of the fruit from port of arrival; (iii.) 
assistance for setting out the fruit on tables provided free of charge ; (iv.) the reception. The latter 
would, of course, be controlled by the number of people invited, but I think myself that at least 1,000 
invitations should be sent out. At any rate, if the Colonies could provide among them the sum of
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from <80 to <90, we should not have to ask them for more, but should, I estimate, be able to show a 
balance on the right side.

“ As regards my own position in the matter, I need hardly say that I shall be only too glad to 
assist in making the arrangements if I can secure your valued co-operation. Trusting that you will 
give this matter your consideration, and favour me with a reply at your early convenience, as time is 
of object”

H Ibunbreb Uears Hoc,
Jamaica Sugar Freights.

M t f^ustment °f West Indian freights was, as we have already shown, a matter with which the 
West India Committee used to concern themselves, and at a meeting for regulating the freight on su^ar from 

Jamaica which was held at the Jamaica Coffee House on July 22nd, 1772, Mr. Beeston Long presiding : J
“Several accounts of the Ships employed in the Jamaica Trade were laid before the 

fromfwh“c?,lt appears that the Owners have sustained great lofses without making 
a y Allowance for Accidents and that there must necefsarily be an advance of Freight on 
Sugar to prevent the Capital Ships from being laid up or employed in other Trades the 
Consequence of which must prove very detrimental to the planters who would in that Case be 
a^n ^helr ln lnsufficient Bottoms by which the Premiums of Insurance
and all other Charges and lofses would be greatly enhanced.

“•"I”8 i „ «C owner. nt SMp. in

fallen very short of defraying the Expence of fitting out qnnnnrr Ppmg, the. 1 r.eights have 
Ships, in every of the said Voyages ; In conseouenc^ wherlnfP ? 1 ^7^8 the Said 
sustained by the owners. It is therefore • 1 1 considerable lofses have been
Sixpence the Hundredweight at least, to’the old F^dg^of thShilHn^and additi°nal 
fXagTmVsr NaVigati°n Great BriL^^

all PartyTconcerned?’*^5 PUbUshed “ the Public PaP-s, for the Satisfaction of

high compand with the Jamaica, though it seems

Ube Urintbab “ IRepatriatton ffunb.”
At the meeting of the Executive of the Wect

presence of Sir Henry Jackson, on June 20th, reference was hon°ured by the
Fund of Trinidad, and the Chairman mentioned that there ap^red M R6 Repatriation
Blue Books. The Hon. Dems Slyne, Receiver-General of Trinidad* bV° no!lficatlon of it in the 
remind us that:-In the “Trinidad and Tobago Blue Book ’ '"'uS Under date J“ly 16th to 
Colony, pages F3 and F4, shows, under “ Liabilities ” that the the Bailee Sheet of the
had on March 31st, 1905, amounted to <4,636 Ls immigrants Repatriation Fund ”
<3,097 4S- o|d. had been invested, while on page IF of the “.Assets»” that of this
investment is m the Government Savings Bank h Same book’ « recorded that the

In the Blue Book for the vear Tone a ■
March 31st last was <7,339 16s 2*d and that th Printer> it will be found that the F 1

verbally or in writing.
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Zbe West Snöian Cricket Cour.
The West Indians v. Northumberland and Durham.

Tulv 3othhe combined fle™n of Northumberland and Durham on Monday,
3 y 3 / 6 ?la? the Vlsltors left off ln a strong position, having got out eight of their

” n °Jdmf 138 runs- Rain and thunder prevented a resumption oUhe mateh
on the following day for five hours; then the sun came out, and the home men went in. They did 

BrOWn hl““g freely- Au the side were out, however, fo/iqS.
1 he West Indians quickly began their second innings, and did worse than previously, Turnbull was 
viSorsYld he rbd ’ aIfd and,Mllne "ere almost equally good. Stumps were drawn when the 

lame attenda d 4a f°r The Was concluded in beautiful weather and before a
d u bowlers received much assistance from the state of the ground,

XY? fid1 5 ha Indla?s’ ou resuming, batted with great caution. Constantine and Smith 
played confidently, and Austin made several hard drives, but frequent bowling changes had the desired 
effect, and in an hour the innings was completed for 144. The home team, who required 237 to win, 
had twenty-five minutes play before luncheon, and scored 19 without loss, but with four added after 
resuming three wickets fell m two overs, and though Turnbull, Kirtley, and Brown, by forcing tactics, 
tried to alter appearances, all were out for 91, the Colonials winning by 145. Full score:_

WEST INDIANS.
First Innings.

Mr. G. Challenor, c Kirtley, b 
Turnbull.............................. 97

Mr. L. Constantine, b Turnbull... 1
Mr. O. H. Layne, 1-b-w, b Turn- 

bull ... ... ............. „
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, c Kirtley, b 

Skinner.............................. 17
Mr. P- A- Goodman, b Turnbull 37
Mr. S. G. Smith, b Turnbull ... 41
Mr. R. Ollivierre, b Turnbull ... o
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, c Faussett, b

Burn ....................................28
Cumberbatch, b Turnbull............  1
Mr. G. C. Learmond, st Kirtley, 

b Turnbull ................. 1
Mr. J. E. Parker, not out............ o

Extras................................. 6

Total.........................240

First Innings, 
o. M.

Turnbull ... 36 5
Burn .........15.3 2
Skinner... ... 6 1
Milne .........17 o

BOWLING

R. w.
no 8 Turnbull
43 i Burn ..
36 i Milne ...
45 o Elliott ...

Second Innings.
o. M. R. w.

•• 22 5 55 3
..5 o 19 o
. 12 I 41 3
.7 I 22 4

Second Innings.

l.-b.-w., b Milne ............. 17
c Skinner, b Milne ... 27

c Burn, b Turnbull ... o

b Elliott ....................... 24
b Milne ....................... 10
c Skinner, b Elliott ... 32
c Milne, b Turnbull ... 2

c Burn, b Turnbull ... 1
not out ....................... 15

1-b-w, b Elliott ............. o
c Mate, b Elliott............. 9

Extras....................... 7

Total ...............144

DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND.
First Innings.

Mr. C. R. Faussett, b Ollivierre ... 
Mr. A. Burn, st Bancroft, b Smith 
Mr. E. W. Elliott, b Smith............ 
Richardson, b Smith......................  
Mr. C. M. Skinner, b Ollivierre 
Mr. J. Gilman, b Ollivierre............  
Mr. E. Mate, st Bancroft, b Smith 
Turnbull, c Challenor, b Smith 
Mr. J. T. Kirtley, c Goodman, b

Layne ................................
Mr. W. G. Brown, not out............  
Mr. G. Milne, c Ollivierre, b Smith

Extras ...

Total ............

ANALYSIS.
First Innings, 

o. M. R.
Ollivierre ... 21 5 69
Smith ......... 21.i 6 56
Layne ......... 10 7

Second Innings.
26 c Ollivierre, b Layne ... 12
27 b Layne ............ ... 6

3 c Layne, b Smith ... 1
4 c Ollivierre, b Layne ... o
4 b Layne...................... 10
o c Bancroft, b Smith ... 5

16 c Goodman, b Smith ... 5
5 not out ...................... 19

20 st Bancroft, b Smith ... 11
27 c Ollivierre, b Smith ... 14 

o b Layne..................... 2
16 Extras ............. 6

... 148 Total ............. 91

Second Innings, 
w. o. m. r. w.
3 Layne.......... 15.3 4 36 5
6 Smith.......... 15 3 49 5
i Ollivierre ... 1 1 o o

The West Indians v. Yorkshire.

After having all the best of the game, the West Indians defeated Yorkshire at Harrogate 
August 4th by 262 runs. On Saturday Yorkshire had an impossible task before them, as with only 
six wickets in hand they still required 412 runs to win. Denton and Taylor played bright, attractive 
cricket, hitting freely in all directions, and added 138 in eighty minutes. After this, however, the 
batting broke down completely, and at ten minutes to two the match was at an end. Denton, who had 
the satisfaction of carrying out his bat, gave a splendid display of clean, hard hitting. Full score:—

WEST INDIANS.
First Innings. Second Innings.

Mr. G. Chailoner, c Wilkinson, 
b Sedgwick ................. 8 b Sedgwick.......................... 47

Mr. L. Constantine, c Dolphin, 
b Myers................ ... 79 c Denton, b Rhodes ... 31

Mr. O. H. Layne, c Taylor, b
Rhodes ... ... ... ... 63 c E. Smith, b Wilkinson 50

Mr. S. Smith, c Dolphin b Sedg­
wick .............................. 31 c Dolphin, b Rhodes ... 23

Mr. P. A. Goodman, b Myers ... 14 notout .........................102
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, c E. Smith, 

b Sedgwick ................. 15 c Myers, b Sedgwick ... 13
Mr. R. Ollivierre, c Sedgwick, b 

Myers ..............................22 b Sedgwick........................ 10
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, not out ... 15 notout ............................17
Cumberbatch, b Myers ............ 2
Mr. J. C. Parker, c and b Myers 7
Dr. Cameron, c Taylor, b Myers 12 

Extras....................... 2 Extras ............. »2

Total... ... ... 270 Total (6 wkts) ...*306
♦Innings declared closed.

YORKSHIRE.
First Innings.

Mr. R. S. Leather, c S Smith, b Olli­
vierre....................................

Rhodes, c Constantine, b S. Smith 
Denton, c S. Smith, b Ollivierre ... 
Tunnicliffe.c Constantine,b S. Smith 
Mr. T. L. Taylor, c Bancroft, b Olli­

vierre...................................
Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, b Ollivierre 
Mr. E. Smith, b S. Smith ............  
Sedgwick, c Cumberbatch, b Olli­

vierre ..........................
Myers, c Cumberbatch, b Ollivierre 
Dolphin, c Cumberbatch, b Olli­

vierre ..........................
Oyston, not out................................  

Extras...................

Second limings.

Total

5 c Payne, b Ollivierre ... 14
1 hit wkt, b S. Smith ... 13

12 not out ........................ 112
15 b Cumberbatch............ 43

5 1-b-w, b Ollivierre ... 72 
o 1-b-w, b Cumberbatch ... 4
1 run out ...................... 2

o run out ...................... 1
6 b Ollivierre ............ o

4 b Cumberbatch............ o
1 b Ollivierre ............ o
o Extras ............. 2

50 Total ... ... 263
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BOWLING ANALYSIS.

First Innings, 
o. m. r. w. 

Sedgwick ... 21 3 107 3
Oyston......... 8 2 31 o
Rhodes..........15 2 39 1
Wilkinson ... 7 1 27 o
Myers ........... 23.1 5 64 6

Second Innings.
o.

Oyston ... 4
Myers ............13
Sedgwick ... 12
Rhodes ... 17
Wilkinson ... 10
E. Smith ... 6

Myers bowled

M. R. w.
o 18 o
3 71 o
I 90 3
4 41 2
I 43 I
2 30 o

two no-balls.

First Innings.
o. M. R. w.

Ollivierre ... 12.5 3 23 7
S. Smith ... 12 4 27 3

Second Innings. 
O. M. R. W.

Ollivierre ... 20.4 1 102 4
S. Smith ... 18 1 74 i
Layne ............15 2 49 o
Cumberbatch 10 2 25 3
Goodman ... 4 o 11 o

Smith bowled a wide

West Jnòian interests at Westminster.
The Venezuelan 30 % Surtax.

In the House of Commons on Saturday, July 28th, Mr. Mitchell-Thomson asked the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether the existing surtax of 30 % on all goods shipped from the West 
Indies to Venezuelan ports, which was imposed by President Castro’s Government, was a 
contravention of existing treaties, and, if so, what steps His Majesty’s Government proposed to take 
to secure its removal.

Mr. Runciman, answering for Sir E. Grey, said : Ever since the surtax was imposed in 1881 
this Government have considered it contrary to Article IV. of the treaty of 1825. His Majesty’s 
Government are not at present prepared to take any steps different from those taken by their 
predecessors, which were to attempt to settle the question by negotiation.

Speaking on this subject at the recent meetings of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, the 
Hon. George Goodwille said that England had most-favoured-nation treaties with Venezuela, and the 
clauses of the treaties applied not only to England but to the Colonies. The West Indies, 
therefore, thought that they ought to have the protection of the Government, and that the existing 
treaties should be forced upon the Republic of Venezuela, whereby the West Indies would have the 
benefit of trading under those treaties, which had been withdrawn from them for a period of twenty 
years. It rather looked as if the West Indies, which were the first of England’s Colonies, were to be 
strangled to death by the imposition of this differential tariff of 30 %.

Colonial IReport.
Bermuda misses her troops.

The revenue of Bermuda for 1905 compared unfavourably with that of the preceding vear 
while the expenditure was higher. & J

Revenue. Expenditure.
.................................................... ^63’457 -

I9°5 ”• — ••• ••• 53,321 ... 65,307

Decrease... ¿"10,136 Increase ¿"4,174
The principal items of decrease in revenue were under the head of ad valorem duties and malt 

liquors while oans to savings bank-m excess ^3,000 over the previous year-accounted for a large 
proportion of the excess of expenditure. The imports showed decreasing amounts from the Unhid 
States, the deficit being made up by increased supplies from Canada-as shown in the following

TTnU^ Other United
Year. Total. Canada. British States of Other

r9or ... ¿500,7x6 £^1(>y “
1902 ... 546,141 155,675 52,110 321487
t9o3 ... 539,688 I72,347 65,637 9,457 f8£ 7
I904 ... 590,000 190,995 86,150 12,705 2O5oS A
1905 - 543,222 179,050 81,146 12,409 264^97 5,096

The principal items were: from the United Kingdom malt a r
flour, ¿’11,813 5 and from the United States, oxen and cows ¿"¿8 221 Q ’9l6 ’ from Canada,

The cultivation of onions, potatoes, and lily bulbs for the United 1
be the chief agricultural industry of these Islands. The principal market kK mvk^tS continues to 
tationof kitchen garden produce, such as lettuce, parsTey ^e ™ carrots The eM>or-
demand for such products m New York in the early part of the veark. b? ’ b 1tS’ &C-’ tO meet the
the last three years. The value of such products^ exported* toNew York during
value of those exported in 1903. ork ln I9°5 1S just double the
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The Legislature placed at the disposal of the Board of Agriculture during the past year the 
sum of ¿1,000 to encourage the export of produce to markets other than those of the United States. 
It was decided to make shipments of onions during the season to the principal cities of Canada, and a 
special agent went to Canada from Bermuda to superintend the distribution and sale of the shipment. 
A shipment of onions was also ma.de to London during the year. The results of both shipments 
proved unsatisfactory, and it is not likely that these experiments will be repeated.

Mr. Eyre Hutson, who has drawn up the report, says that owing to the reduction in the naval 
and military establishments, to the failure in the export business of the staple crops, to the gradual 
closing down of the Imperial public works, and to the anticipation of no increase in the immediate 
future of the winter tourist resorts owing to the inadequacy of hotel accommodation, the general 
outlook of the Colony at the close of the year was not a bright one.

Consular "¡Reports.
French Sugar Tax.

The French sugar duties are estimated to yield ¿"5,992,052 in 1906.

Japan’s Sugar Trade.
Imports of sugar into Japan fell from ¿"2,352,000 in 1904 to ¿"1,400,000 in 1905. H.M. Consul 

attributes the falling off to the market being over-stocked, the high prices ruling, and the unseasonable 
weather, which checked the usual summer requirements. Moreover, the amount of Formosan sugar 
on which there is no duty, entering Japan is steadily increasing. It is interesting to note from the 
figures accompanying the report that whereas in 1901, before the sugar Convention, no Russian sugar 
entered Japan, in 1904 Russian sugar to the value of ¿"200,000 was imported. Conversely, the Austrian 
imports which in 1901 were valued at ¿"415,000 fell in 1904 to ¿"19,000.

The Trade of Dutch Guiana.

Of the total population of Surinam, which amounts to 74,715, as many as 19,000 are British 
Indians, and there is also a large number of British Creoles. The omission for the first time for 
seven and a half years of Paramaribo from the ports of call of the R.M.S.P. Co. had a bad effect on 
trade with the United Kingdom and the Colonies. Goods to the value of ¿"57,496 were exported to 
Demerara, including 34 tons of balata, 283,434 litres of rum and 3,308 tons of sugar. Though there 
was some improvement in the cocoa industry, the year 1905 was anything but satisfactory from an 
agricultural point of view. The cocoa disease still continued, and the crop was only 1,495 tons, 
against 843 tons in 1904, and 3,526 tons in 1899. Experiments are being made with a view to 
stamping out the disease, but the results are up to the present doubtful, and even should they prove 
successful on the limited areas under treatment, it is doubtful whether it will be feasible to apply them 
to all the cocoa in the Colony. The crop for the first quarter of the present year shows a further 
improvement, being 4,681 bags (of 100 kilos.) against 2,681 and 1,351 bags during the same period 
in 1905 and 1904. As stated in the last report, the cultivation of bananas for export has been 
commenced, and on May 19th, 1906, an agreement was signed between the Colonial Government and 
the United Fruit Company, of Boston, United States of America, by which it is agreed that the 
Company shall buy all the fruit produced (up to a certain standard) on 3,000 hectares (7,413 acres) 
to be planted within the next three years. A considerable quantity of Para rubber has been put in 
and it appears to be doing well. A large area has been planted with sisal hemp, and this also seems to 
prosper. The rice industry continues to increase. It is, however, almost entirely in the hands of 
small land-holders, principally British Indian immigrants. The total amount produced in 1905 is 
estimated at 1,149 tons, against 875,442 and 304 tons in the three previous years. The imports of 
foreign rice during the year amounted to 4,650 tons, valued at ¿"38,760.

Some Ibomewarb Zibatls.
We have learnt from the Colonial Office, and are glad to be able to announce, that an arrange­

ment is being completed with the Royal Mail Steam Company for the resumption to some extent of 
the intercolonial mail service, which was suspended in May last as the result of the abandonment of 
the mail contract in 1905. All the details are not yet to hand, but it is understood that a fortnightly 
service will, for the time being, be renewed between British Guiana, Grenada, St. A incent and 
Barbados, and that there will be less frequent communication with the more northerly islands. The 
arrangement will be of an experimental character, terminable at short notice, and it is hoped that 
pending the consent of the Colonies concerned to the details of the arrangement, the Government,

ma.de
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in order to suit the public convenience, may be able to take steps in advance for an immediate 
resumption of the service. Since we last went to press we have received letters from various Islands 
by occasional opportunities and also mails by the R.M.S. Port Kingston, which sailed from Jamaica 
on July 19th, and arrived at Avonmouth on Tuesday, July 31st. Among her passengers were 
General Caulfield, who is relinquishing the command of the troops in Jamaica, Mr. W. H. 
Farquharson, who expects to remain in this country until September 8th, Mr. J. C. Nolan, 
Commissioner for the protection of Jamaica rum, Mrs. and Master Pringle, and a large number of 
other passengers. We extract the following notes of interest from the letters of our Hon. 
Correspondents :—

Labour saving appliances in Antigua.
Writing on July nth, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner informed us that the mails were now sent 

home through the agency of a sailing boat belonging to Messrs. Bennett, Bryson & Co., which 
connected with the “ Yare ” at Dominica, the latter carrying the mails down to meet the ocean boat at 
Barbados. The pineapple industry had been practically killed by low prices in London, but it had 
now been given its coup de. grace by the cessation of regular shipping facilities with the Mother 
Country.

The denunciation of the Brussels Convention by the present Government would be a most 
serious blow to the Empire, and would, of course, mean ruin to the British West Indian sugar industry. 
The uncertainty which already prevailed was having a good deal of effect in preventing the investment 
of capital in the British West Indian sugar industry, to the loss alike of the West Indies and of the 
manufacturers at home. The Governor was at the time of writing visiting the other Islands of the 
Colony, and was in Montserrat.

The weather continued unsettled and showery. The young canes on the whole were well 
advanced and looked very promising. With such a wet “ dry season ” as they had had, provisions 
were very plentiful, and this and other causes had led to considerable scarcity of labour in some parts 
of the Island. With sugar at prices then prevailing, an advance in labour rates was practically out of the 
question if estates were to make ends meet, and thus the question of labour saving appliances became 
all the more important. Messrs. Henckell, DuBuisson’s & Co.’s experiment with Louisiana labour-savin" 
implements would be watched with great interest. By the use of such implements a higher standard 
of intelligence would be demanded in the labourer, but on the other hand, the reduction in the number 
of hands employed would enable higher wages to be paid, a thing which every planter desired if it 
were possible.

Exports from Dominica in 1904 and 1905.

• S'T5' Of E' A' A?ar’ our Hon- Corespondent in Dominica, we are able to
give the following table showing the exports from the Island for 1904 and iqos

’904. 1905.
Article. Quantity. V®1"® Total Value i Quantit Value Total Value .

Cacao.......................................... 1.106,564 lbs. t 336 o6s lbs ‘“f
Limes (green)* ................ 8,162 brls. 2,857 — 13 564 brls ’ 5,554 4.229

„ (pickled)* ................ 865 brls. 3^ - 6^2brls ~ (l,89°>
Lime Juice raw)* ... 234,972 gals. 6,853 — 164*475 galls 5 487 — ~ (S3)
_ 83,727 gals. 17,792 — 124,6^5 galls' 26 — /«Tori (l’37O)
•Reduced to galls, raw juice (1,291,047) — — (1772081) _ 3 (8.691)
Lime Oils ............................. — 1 160 __ \ •// »9 / — —
Total value of Lime Products — — 28986 x«947 (787) —
Coffee.......................................... 408 lbs. — ’ 10 o I2Q ibs Z 38.901 9,915
Oranges ............................. 738,360 — 615 ^665^280 78 68
Cane Products ................ — — I>353 005^200 554 _ 6l
Bananas ............................. s.osobunches — ’180 c ««a 1,884 53* —
Bay Leaves................ ... 240 bales. — 1,107 s/bales _ 225 36
Sundry Fruits & Vegetables ... — 9§8 04__ eS' 243 — 864
Lumber ............................. — — 9*4 — 7.
Other Exports ... ... — — ?26 421 86 __

(Actual Exports) ... — — (55.644) . “ 557 — 169
Whale Oil and Whaler’s (69,33!) (*3.687) __

Stores in transit ... ... — __ $
Exports not produce of the ' 4,231 T

'-"«i ............................. - - T>455 _ ' ’

—— 4,473 3.018 _
Total ................. ••• ••• 63,006 g ----------•

During 1905, 76 % of the exports went to the United Kingdom and R ’Z I5'°29 ”et 1DCreaS' 
to the United States and other foreign countries, as compared X oZ<! rSSeSSiO?,S’ and 2+ %
preceding year. During 1905, the imports into Dominica were valued J.r 20 %o respectively in the 

c-95>35® as compared with
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°f 70 % Came from the United Kingd°™ and British possessions and 30% 
compared with 65 % and 35 % respectively in the 

preceding year. The complete table, which records the progress being made by this prosperous 
Island, can be seen at the West India Committee Rooms.

The proposed Jamaica Rum Syndicate.
.... a °n July T9th Mr- Ashenheim informed us that the weather was extremely hot. The

attitude of the planters appeared to be favourable towards the proposals for the establishment of a 
syndicate to control Jamaica rum, though a difficulty arose through attorneys of estates not being in a 
position to emer into a contract which would be binding. Mr. Murphy, who had visited the Island 
in connection with the matter, had stated 
that 80% of the rum output of West­
moreland had already been secured to 
the syndicate on binding contracts, and 
he expressed little doubt that those who 
controlled the balance of the output 
would also join the combine when he 
reached England and interviewed the 
parties concerned. “ In Trelawny,” and 
we quote an interview with Mr. Murphy 
in the Jamaica Daily Telegraph, “ owing 
to the number of planters engaged in the 
making of Jamaica rums and the diffi­
culties with regard to absentee owners,” 
he was unable on his short visit to com­
plete more than six or seven agreements.

It was rumoured that the Govern­
ment were entertaining the idea of 
leasing the Colbeck estate to an American 
syndicate for the cultivation of cotton. 
Indeed, syndicates were talked about on 
all sides.

A meeting of logwood growers 
had been held at the rooms of the West­
moreland Planters’ Association to meet 
Mr. William Anderson, a gentleman 
from Glasgow, for the purpose of forming
a company for the extraction of logwood 
dye in Westmoreland. There were 
already two logwood factories in the 
Island and a third would probably be 
established in the near future.

& Scene tn Jamaica.
Among the many excellent hotels in Jamaica is the Mandeville, 

in the parish of Manchester, in the neighbourhood of which this 
photograph was taken by Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques.

Small-pox had broken out at Colon, and it was hoped that every effort would be taken by the 
quarantine authorities to prevent the introduction of this disease into Jamaica through vessels trading 
between the two places.

Xctter to tbe lEbttor.
Limes and Lemons.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Sir,—I am glad to see that efforts are being made to encourage the use of fresh limes in this country instead of 
lemons. In the United States limes are extremely popular, and I am sure the public here will appreciate the difference 
between limes and lemons when they know the former better. To sing the praises of this juicy fruit to your readers is 
perhaps unnecessary to a large extent ; but for the benefit of such as do not know them, I will only say that in every 
way they are superior to lemons ; they are more fragrant, more juicy, and certainly as economical; and it is to be hoped 
the efforts being made to bring limes before the public will be successful.

Yours faithfully,
West Indian.

July 30th, 1906.

[We fully agree with “West Indian” as to the respective merits of limes and lemons, and, 
indeed, we think that all who have visited or resided in the tropics must do so as well. At the 
present time the quantity of limes consumed in this country is infinitesimal compared with those used
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in America, where the fruit is deservedly popular. The demand for limes in this country is, however, 
steadily increasing, and if only West Indians at home will help by asking for them on every possible 
occasion at hotels, clubs and restaurants, the possibilities of its development are immense.—Ed.] .

®uv Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs 

ot scenery or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknow­
ledged from time to time in this column.

The Colonizer, Vol. XI., No. 128, 2d. ; 3s. per annum. London: Paternoster Printing Compa.ny. A useful 
function is performed by this monthly journal in drawing public attention to Colonial matters, and the advice given in its 
pages to intending settlers in different parts of the Empire establishes a strong claim for support from all interested in the 
Colonies. In addition to the usual features the current issue contains an interview with Sir Daniel Morris on West 
Indian planting prospects, and an illustrated article on past and present developments of the R.M.S.P. Co., the whole 
constituting a West Indian number of no little interest.

The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society. Vol. X., No. 7. The principal feature of this issue is the 
half-yearly report of the Jamaica Agricultural Society signed by Mr. John Barclay, which was submitted at a meeting on 
June 21st. The work of the Society for the past year is fully recorded. The experimental shipments of Seville oranges 
are reported upon as being encouraging, and hope is expressed that a regular trade will be begun next season. Reference 
is made to Mr. Chalmer’s visit to Jamaica to inquire into the condition of the tobacco industry. He reported that at the 
request of the Admiralty, he had blended 8,657 lbs. of Jamaica tobacco for experiment in the Navy, and this blend was 
undergoing trial in the Fleet. It was reported that while the seamen enjoyed the cigarettes made of Jamaica tobacco, the 
pipe tobacco blend was not favoured. The number of members on the roll is 498; 43 new members were admitted through 
the year, and 56 were struck off for non-payment of their subscriptions. The year began with a credit balance of 
¿147 12s. 3d., which was increased at the close to ¿172 6s. rod.

Cotton Seed and Cotton-Cake-Meal on West Indian Plantations. Pamphlet Series, Imperial Department of 
Agriculture, No. 43, obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms. Price 2^d., post free. Prof. J. P. d’Albuquerque 
has in this pamphlet contributed to the literature on cotton a useful memorandum on cotton-seed and cotton-cake-meal as 
a feeding stuff on West Indian plantations. With the increasing production of cotton-seed in the West Indies, which is 
estimated to have reached about 2,749,0001b. in the year 1905, of a value, at ¿5 per ton (the price at which cotton-seed is 
sold to the oil factory for the purpose of extracting the oil), of ¿6,135, it was felt to be desirable that planters should be 
informed as to the most economical uses to which this product should be devoted. It is valuable in three directions, viz., 
as a source of oil, as a foodstuff, and as a manure, and the full value is obtained from it only when it is put to all these 
uses. This is secured by extracting the oil from the seed and feeding the residual cake-meal to plantation stock, the 
resulting manure being applied to the land. Prof. d’Albuquerque shows how the planter may make an intelligent use of 
cotton-seed by a careful appreciation of the principles of rational feeding. Rations are suggested for cautious trial, in 
which cotton-cake-meal is combined with such home-grown foodstuffs as “cane meat,’’ sour grass, &c. The carbo­
hydrates of the green fodders will thus be balanced by the protein in the cotton-cake-meal. It is mentioned that “ cane 
meat ” consists of the leafy top of the sugar-cane, and is a very important green fodder on sugar estates. Sour grass is 
Andropogon pertusus, a native of India, grown in many parts of the West Indies. It is of especial value, as it thrives on 
dry exposed situations unsuitable for cane cultivation. It is, perhaps, with the exception of Guinea grass (Panicum maxi­
mum), the most valuable fodder grass in the West Indies. In Barbados it is cultivated almost to the exclusion of all 
others. The erection of an experimental cotton-seed oil factory at Barbados, under the auspices of the Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture, has placed the West Indian planter in the position of being able to exchange his seed for a 
corresponding amount of cotton-cake-meal, and so to utilize to the utmost advantage the monetary value, the feeding 
value, and the manurial value of the cotton-seed.

Ube West Jnbian Civil Service.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of 

Civil Servants, in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.
The King has been pleased to approve the appointment of Mr. Ralph Williams C M G 

Resident Commissioners of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, to be Governor and Commandw.in. 
of the Windward Islands on the retirement of Sir Robert Llewelyn.

Mr. Ralph Williams, who now returns to the West Indies after an abspnco nf 1
He explored parts of Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego 1873-4 and Central Africa 1883-4 The first officia^noskion^ 
him was that of head of the Civil Intelligence Department of the Bechuanaland Exneditinn trr^ .„k Position held by 
book ■■ The British Lion in Bechuanaland ” was published. In 1887 he was subsequent to which his
South African Repubiic and in the next year British Agent at Peoria lEt

Gibraltar and in 1897 he went to Barbados as Colonial Secretary a nosition which h» j L treasurer of
he was made Resident Commissioner of the Bechuanaland Protectorate continued to hold until 190!, when

His Honour J. E. Hewick, Puisne Judge, British Guiana, has been granted three months’ leave of absent

Mr. R. B. T. Stephenson, M.B., C.M., D.P.H., M.D., Government Medical 1 1
absence from British Guiana for six months. * cer' ^as been granted leave of

Hon. C. B. Hamilton, C.M.G., Receiver-General, British Guiana has bee
absence, during which time Mr. Percy Hemery will act in his place. ’ n £ran*ed nine months' leave of

During the absence on leave of Sir T. Crossley Rayner, K.C. Attorncv r» • • .
Nunan, B.A., LL.B., Solicitor-General, will take over the duties of his office eneral, British Guiana, Mr. J. J
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Bsasas» a?# sasrs sr. ex1“” “
Three months’ vacation leave of absence has been granted to His Honour T R Ut^at t„ *• r .1 T 1I«- July l6th, and His Honour J. M. Danavall .^ne SS app^dTa^^^

BANK RATE, 

quoted at 87 
OBITUARY.

IRotes ot interest
Bank Rate 3| % (changed from 4 % on June 21st, 1906). Consols (2| %) are

T . . J c We re£ret to have to record the death of Mr. John Dalzell, of Messrs. Sprostons, 
Limited, or Demerara, which took place at Margate on August 2nd.

WATCHING SUGAR. Mr. Robert Kerr is the Convener and Mr. Andrew Downie the Vice-Convener of 
the Sugar Section of the Greenock Chamber of Commerce which has recently been established.

DR. FRANCIS WATTS. Dr. Francis Watts, Chemist to the Government and Superintendent of Agriculture 
tor the Leeward Islands, is expected to arrive in England at about the end of August for a well-earned 
holiday.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended August 2nd, 187 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.53d. per lb.; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb. ; fine, i4d. per lb.; and extra fine, i5|d. per lb.’ Prices paid 
5|d. to i6d.

COTTON REPORTS. In their cotton report, dated August 1st, Messrs. Wolstenholme & Holland state 
that since their last advices the market has been quiet for West Indian Sea Island description, and 
prices continue in buyers favour for the lower qualities. The sales include Barbados i4d. and’13d. 
and St. Thomas at 13d. Nevis cotton has been exceptionally poor this season, owing to poor seed and 
drought, and in consequence spinners do not care to bid for it.

THE W.l. CLUB. The fortnightly dinner of the West Indian Club was held on Wednesday, August 1st. 
Mr. Lionel de Mercado presided, and amongst those present were:—Mr. I. Frank Braham, Mr. H. O. 
Carter, Mr. R. S. Gamble, Mr. R. A. J. Goode, Mr. W. A. M. Goode, Mr. Edmund Hart, Mr. Arthur 
Johnson, Mr. Emanuel Lyons, Mr. A. E. Mais, Mr. F. J. Morris, Dr. H. E. G. Moyle, Mr. Harold de 
Pass, Hon. A. C. Ponsonby, Mr. H. Powell Rees and Mr. Chas. W. White.

ALL AT SEA. The Oxford and Cambridge Undergraduates who recently visited Jamaica at the 
invitation of Sir Alfred Jones, appear to be highly delighted with their experiences. These “Jones’ 
scholars ” in a letter to their host say that they feel that their visit must have done some little good by 
bringing members of their class .... to a closer and more personal knowledge of our oldest colony 
(sic). What will Newfoundland say to this ? The letter is dated July 30th “ at sea.”

ST. LUCIA. We are glad to learn that the suggestion made in our issue of June 27th is already 
being followed, and that the Imperial Department of Agriculture propose to issue a pamphlet 
regarding St. Lucia, in which Island young men with capital may find fairly good openings for the 
cultivation of cocoa, limes and rubber. The present Administrator of this Colony is taking much 
interest in agricultural matters, and is paying special attention to experiments with rubber trees. 
Seeds of the Para rubber tree have been ordered from Ceylon, but in the case of the Castilloa there 
are already a number of fine trees established in the Island.

COCO-NUTS It seems fairly well established that the application of salt upon the best coco-nut 
soil, i.e. those that are light and permeable, is positively injurious. That the coco-nut is able to take 
up a large quantity of salt is not disputed, but the presence of salt is a substance that in no way 
contributes to the health, vigour and fruitfulness of the tree. The analysis of 1,000 coco-nuts weighing 
an aggregate of 3,125 lb. disclosed drains upon soil fertility for that number amounting to nitrogen 8^-, 
potash 17, phosphoric acid 3 lb., reducing this to crop and acres, and taking 60 fruits per annum per 
tree at the average for a bearing grove, which in round numbers should give about 10,000 nuts each 
year, taking from the soil a total of nitrogen 82^, potash 170, phosphoric acid 70 lbs. According to 
the United States Department of Agriculture the coco-nut, therefore, is not an exhausting crop, a 
crop of corn taking more than double the nitrogen and phosphoric acid and a little less potash.

GUIANA’S GUSHERS. An important discovery has been made at Wakenaam, which, for the benefit of the 
uninitiated, we may explain is a small island at the mouth of the Essequebo River, British Guiana. 
We are informed by Mr. William Fauset that in sinking the 258 feet artesian well at “ Maria’s 
Pleasure,” natural gas which burnt very well was met at a depth of 82 feet. At the depth of no feet 
the gas was so powerful that it sent sand and water 20 feet into the air. The total depth of the well
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was 258 feet. At a boring at Plantation “ Marionville ” another bed was tapped at a depth of nearly 
200 feet containing a powerfnl supply of gas. When ignited the flames were about six feet in 
diameter and rose quite 12 feet into the air. The gases were burnt all night and were witnessed by 
quite 1,000 people. A large stream of water came from the well, equal to 200,000 gallons per day, 
and mixed with it were tar and oil. We shall watch the development of this industry with interest.

Ube lEOitor’s EHarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the week under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.

Wed., Aug. 1st.—The announcement made by Lord Elgin and Mr. Churchill in Parliament regarding the Transvaal 
Constitution appeared in the Press.—The Annual Meeting of the British Associaiion opened 
York.—88% Beet, 8s. 7fd., quiet.

Thurs., Aug. 2nd.—Discussion in the House of Commons regarding the constitution of the Defence Committee.— 
Beet, 8s. q^d., steady.

Fri., Aug. 3rd.—Government majority reduced to five on an amendment to the Trades Disputes’ Bill.—Beet, 8s. 9^d., 
quiet,

Sat., Aug. 4th,—Parliament adjourned until Tuesday, October 23rd.—Italian emigrant ship, bound for Buenos Ayres, 
wrecked off the S.E. coast of Spain.—Cockermouth election resulted in a Unionist gain, Sir John 
Randles (U) 4,593, Hon. F. Guest (L) 3,903, Mr. R. Smillie (Lab.) 1,436.

Mon., Aug. 6th.—August Bank Holiday.—Mr. Winston Churchill spoke at a Liberal demonstration at Wimborne.

Tues., Aug. 7th.—Latest Cricket, Leicestershire, first innings, 274; West Indians, first innings, 242. Leicestershire, 
second innings, 196 for 6 wickets. Beet, 9s. ifd., steady.

answers to Correspondents.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters of 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Wednesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for rebly.

Carpenter.—There is no opening in the carpentering trade in the West Indies. Of all trades, carpentering is 
perhaps the one at which the black man is best. In the building trade in Jamaica competiton is already very keen. Thus, 
for the erection of a ¿2,000 building recently, it was stated that upwards of ten tenders were submitted.

Entomologist.—No. The “ man eating ” mosquito of Berbice, to which we alluded in our issue of July 25th 
has never been tamed. Efforts have been made in this direction, but they have been unsuccessful, the subjects invariably 
dying—suddenly—in captivity. Your theory as to the sagging of the telegraph wires being due to the accumulation of 
these pests on them on moonlight nights, is not borne out by facts.

Enquirer.—There is no occasion whatever for a young man settling in the West Indies to adopt any special 
precautions as to health. A fair amount of exercise, mental and physical, should be taken. The mouth should be keot 
shut—in moderation—and the skin open—also m moderation ; clothes of light woollen materials should invariably be 
worn. It should be remembered that the increased metabolism which goes on has to be met with good wholesome fond 
and a full amount of sleep, and that superfluous energy should be kept in check. & °me °°(

Beet.—Statements as to the cost of cane sugar production are frequently misleading from a variety of causes 
apart from those of crop and appliances. An estate making sugar and rum, or sugar rum and cattle fnnd 
cost of the bye-products in the cost of the sugar, but does not always, in fact seldom credit the cnaa ¿° in^lude^ 
value of these, which is an important factor in cane sugar. With an average cron under a^r a.ccoun* wlth tlie
taken as covering the cost of production of 96° crystals. It is not likely that the British heet &ge co.ndltlons- ¿9 may be 
you mention would seriously affect the West Indian industry. There is room for both within the° Empire 6 Circumstances 

digest T“ -2
by those who dry and ship the drug. The papain industry is a considerate one ?n Montserrat whir> P“«hased 
by Dr. Francis Watts, the value of the exports of this commodity being from /i soo to Ti S^’ti• WaS ln!roduced 
in circulation for the peasantry. There are three or four regular buyers of whom the ’ th?s Putting much money 
Supplies are coming forward from India and Ceylon, and these tend to’depress the Drice 1S the ch,ef
about 5s. to 7s. per pound. r puce, wnicn at the present time is

Weather Uelegrams.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), Aug. 2nd “ Fine roi™ u ,

Island.” British Guiana (The New Colonial Co., Ltd.) August ^rd « tfhroughout the
growing crops.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co ° Ltd3) favourable for
Antonio: “Fine.” Kingston: “Fine.” ’ week ended July 25th. Port
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'Gbe /¡bails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “La Plata” (Captain W. J. 

Dagnall) August 16th : Mr. H. Hochschild, Mr. E. C. Lefeuvre, Mr. and Mrs. Urich, Mr. F. Fowler, Mr. Belt, Mr. H. 
Strampfer, Mr. and Miss Legge, Mr. C. C. Kenrick, Mr. V. C. Bridgman, Mr. Golding, Mr. A. R. Michell, Mr. B. L. 
Jackson, Professor Jno. Perry, Mr. Geo. Brown, Mr. J. Cipriani, Miss A. Stower, Mr. F. Withington, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. R. Wilson, Mr. G. S. Croshaw, Hon. H. E. Murray, Mr. W. A. Murray.

Advance Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Trent ” (Capt. A. P. Dix), August 30th : Mr. H. J. Madge, Mrs. F. C. Madge, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stolk, Mr. W. K. Chandler, Mr. and Mrs. Lowe, Mrs. Cufflin, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. C. Gordon. Mr. and Mrs’. 
Stierlen, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Stralendorff, Jun., Mr. and Mrs. Woodroffe, Mr. E. Axmacher, Mr. L. Wessels, Mr. C. H. 
Barclay, Mr. M. Sanchez, Mr. A. Sacre, Mr. and Mrs. José and Miss Granados.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. “ Port Kingston,” (Capt. 
J. G. Parsons), July 31st : Miss V. Abrahams, Mr. L. Anderson, Col. and Mrs. Block, Lieut. Briscoe, Mrs. C. W. M. 
Castle, Miss D. Castle, General Caulfield, Mr. and Miss Conran, Mr. F. Clarke, Mr. F. R. Coggan, Mr. R. Edgar, Miss 
M. W. Edgar, Mr. A. W. Edgar, Mr. W. H. Farquharson, Mr. L. H. Facey, Mr. Galland, Mrs. Hitching, Dr. C. E. 
Harvey, Mrs. Harvey, Mrs. H. S. Jones, Mr. W. H. Johnson, Mr. E. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. James, Mr. Kniveton, Miss 
M. Kerr, Mrs. E. G. Liddell, Miss Evelyn Masters, Mr. Moore, Mr. D. G. Morrison, Mr. W. Madge, Mrs. and Miss Mor- 
corn, Capt. S. McLachlan, Mrs. J. T. Marsh, Mr. J. C. Nolan, Mrs. R. and Miss Nosworthy, Mr. P. Panellas, Mr. E. A. 
Poole, Mrs. Pringle, Mr. J. H. Peggs, Capt. Pierce, Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Rust, Captain J. A. Stubbs, Mrs. R. Sewell, 
Mrs. Sadler, Rev. S. A. Swaby, Mr. E. B. Thomas, Miss Trimmingham, Miss Walker, Mr. F. Ward, Mr. V. Armstrong, 
Mr. K. V. Colville, Mr. J. L. Beamont, Mr. W. Kerr, Mr. P. G. Masters, Mr. C. B. S. Monfries, Mr. R. McIver, Mr. 
E. A. Machee, Mr. E. D. Taylor, Mrs. Williams, Mr. E. B. Muff, Mr. E. R. Salem.

/¡bail Arrangements.
Outward Mails.

Letters for Grenada and Trinidad, posted on August 8th marked via New York, will probably go forward by 
S.S. " Grenada ’ ’ from New York on August 15th and be delivered in Grenada on August 23rd, and Trinidad on August 24th 
The usual postage of id. suffices.

Homeward Mails.

Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for 
Letters in Ldn

Aug. 9 Barbados (for Demerara and West 
India Islands Liverpool ... Harrison Line ‘ ‘ Commodore ’ ’ Aug. 8, mdn’t.

,, IO Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia 
and Dominica), Trinidad and 
Demerara ... Dartmouth ... Direct Line ‘ ‘ Caroni ’ ’ ,, 10, noon.

.. li Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. “Port Royal” ,, 10, *6 p.m.
„ 16 The W. Indies (Northern Islands 

and Demerara excepted) Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. “La Plata” ,, 15, mdn’t.
„ 18 Barbados and Trinidad Liverpool ... Leyland Line ‘ ‘ Yucatan ’ ’ 17.
„ 22 Demerara Liverpool ... The Liverpool Line “ Frednes ” ,, 21,
» 24 Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia 

and Elominica) Trinidad and 
Demerara ... Dartmouth ... Direct Line ‘ ‘ Saba ,, 24, noon

Date.
Aug. 13

» 15
„ 27

Where From.
The West Indies
Jamaica
The West Indies ...

Port of Arrival.
Southampton 
Avonmouth...

... ... ... Southampton
* In E.C. District up to 8 p.m.

Company.
R.M.S.P. Co.
I.D.W.I.M.S.
R.M.S.P. Co.

Packet.
“ Trent ”

‘ Port Henderson
' ‘ Orinoco ’ ’

Sports ot ©robuce iront tbe West Jnbtes.
Barbados. British Guiana. Jamaica. Trinidad. Grenada.

Jan 1 
1906

to July 13 
1905

Jan. i 
1906

to June 28.
1905

April i 
1906

to July 8.
1905

Jan. i 
1906

to July 16.
1905

Oct.
1906

i to July 10.
1905

Sugar........................ 36,182 28,681 Tns. 36,080 27,738 Tons. 6415 5046 Tons. 473,521 272 
( 1503

,i74Bgs.&Brls.
2887Puns. A

Molasses ............. 54 >393 34,975 pns. 1932 1652 Casks. J 148 
( 70

178 Tres. [
165 Brls. )

Rum ........................
Cattle Food and

8498 6767 Puns.

2932 Tons.
11,580 lbs.

664,877 600,924 Galls. 72 346 Puns.

Molascuit 
Cocoa........................

3559
3300 30,111 12,680 Cwts. 18,081,200 24,473,795 lbs. 52,603 60,724 Bags.

Coffee........................ 10,063 6689 ,, 16,160 u,93o ,,

Coconuts ..............
Copra........................
Cotton ..............
Cotton Seed 
Asphalt ..............

50,538 237,271 1,675,495

15,036

1,288,280

28,620 lbs.

6,792,505 
9317

70,061

5,556,699
5591 Bags.

64,028 Tons.

1014 703 Bales.
4745 Bags.

Oranges .............. ••• 5,9'3,371 2,693,364 ... ...

Bananas ..............
Pimento ..............
Spice........................
Gold ........................
Diamonds..............

... ...

43,563
788

44,204 ozs.
3337 carats.

4,845,296
19,107

4,800,253 Bchs.
18,205 Cwts.

...

... S
P

IC
E

. /4176 
1 412
1 323 
' 126

4336 Brls.
529 LBrls.
398 Cases.
170 Bags
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Gbe IPvoònce ilharkets’ Summary
Sugar.—The improving tone of the’market is well maintained and the reduction in the visible supply, which has 

been the chief feature of the season, if it continues all through this month and next as there is every appeara.nce of its 
doing, will leave us on the 1st October with an easily manageable amount of sugar to start the next campaign with. The 
great and dreaded August liquidation has been accomplished without difficulty. Refiners being found to take off the sugar. 
The whole future of the market for next year depends on what the Beet crops will give us. So far, no serious com­
plaints have been made about the growth of the roots, and with favourable weather from now onwards a fairly good crop 
in Convention Europe may be looked for, but the disturbed condition of affairs in Russia leads one to doubt whether the 
crop in that country can be relied upon. Indeed it is a grave question whether the figure of 1,000,000 tons for 1905/6 has 
ever been reached. This may in a measure account for the abnormal reduction in stocks of statistical countries referred to 
in the last issue of this Summary. Russia has ever been a country from which no reliable information has been obtainable. 
Looking at sugar broadly, there seems to be a fair chance of a moderate and perhaps permanent improvement in prices, 
which will not interfere with Consumption and will be welcome to cane and beet growers alike.

The present quotations of 88% beet are :—August, 9s. i^d. ; October/December, 8s. nd. ; Jan./Mar., 1907, 9s. o^d., 
and May, 9s. 2d., all free on board, Hamburg.

uneven dates are as follows :—The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on

Europe
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

1906 
2,060,000

... 320,000
190,000

1905
1,430,000 

200,000 
550,000

1904
1,880,000

160,000
280,000

1903 
2,010,000 

290,000 
380,000

1902 
2,120,000 Tons.

130,000 ,,
470,000 ,,

Total 2,570,000 2,180,000 2,320,000 2,680,000 2,720,000
Quotations of 88% Beet, 7th Aug. 9s. l^d. 10s. 8d. 10s. 0|d. 8s. 3Jd. 6s. Od.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—There is 
properly made sugar, chiefly from 15s. 3d. 
the exact parity of imitations. Deliveries

a continued good demand for yellow crystallised, with 
to 15s. 6d., the former being the value of average qualities, 

continue satisfactory. For a cargo of 96 centrifugals, 10s.

considerable sales of 
This sugar is now on 
should be obtainable

on floating terms.

Molasses Sugar continues to sell pretty freely from xos. to 14s., duty paid, on the spot. The value of 89 test, to 
arrive, is about 8s. in bond, on floating terms.

Muscovado.—Steady, but with little doing in grocery 1finds. To Refiners, 89 test is worth about 8s. gd., floating
conditions. •

West India Figures since 1st Jan.: 1906.
Imports... ... ... ... 43,000
Deliveries ... ... ... 28,000
Stocks ... ... ... ... 25,000

Quotations of a verage qualities, crystallised ... 15s. 3d.

1905. 
31,000 
24,000 
16,000 
17s. 6d.

1904.
34.000 
29,000 
17,000

16s. 6d.

1903. 
18,000 
26,000 
21,000 
15s. 3d.

1902.
51,000 Tons. 
25,000 ,,
38,000 ,,
13s. Od.

Rum.—Stocks in London : 1906. 1905. 1904. 1903.
Jamaica ............................. 8500 ... 10,200 ... 11,100 ... 11,300 Puns
Demerara............................. 6300 ... 5000 ... 9600 ... 6900
Total of all kinds ... 20,900 ... 23,500 ... 28,600 ... 27,700

A firm tone prevails in this Market, and unsold stocks are exceptionally light. The value of fair Demerara is gid., 
and of approved Marks of Jamaica, 2s. id. Leewards and Foreign kinds ranging from 8d. to is id

Cocoa.—Stocks in London : 1906. iQOs toa.
Trinidad........................................................ 11 600 m 4’ 9°3’

j 19.200 27,000 20,400 Bags
Grenada ... ........................................... 9800 17.500 . 18,700 12,300
Total of all kinds .............................. 69,500 82,000 99,200 77go° "

The Market is quiet, with little business passing. The supplies of West India cocoa here just now in Imnorters' 
hands are almost too small to form a Market. Quotations remain unchanged, viz. : Trinidad fair collected q7s F 
Marks, 58s. to 63s.; Grenada fair, 49s., fermented, 52s. to 54s. From other Islands Native cocoa is worth about a7s 

fermented, 51s. to 54s.

Coffee.—Firm. Good ordinary Jamaica, 41s. to 43s.

NutmegsSteady. Recent sales of West India include 66’s at is. 4d., 79’s at lod 
Mace.—Sales include good palish, is. 5d. to is. 6d., fair pale and reddish, is. 4d. to is 5d ’ 
common to low middling Jamaica, 57s. to 63s. Pimento.—Firm at 2§d.’to 3^d.

Arrowroot.—Unchanged. Good manufacturing St. Vincent, nominally 2d.

Lime Juice.—No alteration ; value, nd, to is. 3d. Concentrated, steadv at 
to 2s. 9d. Distilled Oil, value, 2s. 6d. ■ *

104’s at yd., and 109’s at 6£d.
Ginger.—Unchanged Good

Hand Pressed, quoted 2s. 6d.
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'UE publication in book form of the remarkable series of articles by Mr. Henry W. Nevinson 
on the African Slave Trade, which appeared recently in Harper’s Monthly Magazine, brings 

prominently to the front the question of the competition between slave grown cocoa and that pro­
duced under normal conditions, in British markets. At the instance of the above mentioned magazine, 
Mr. Nevinson who, it may be pointed out, is an English war correspondent of standing, sailed with 
an expedition from England in 1904, for Portuguese W est Africa, in order to investigate thoroughly 
the labour conditions prevailing there, and the result of his experiences as now collated under 
the title “ A Modern Slavery,” leaves little room for doubt that cocoa grown on the Portuguese 
Islands of San Thome and Principe, off the coast of Guinea, and which finds its way largely 
into our markets, is actually produced under a system of forced labour to which no other term than 
slavery of the worst description can be applied. The agents of the planters collect bodies of 
“ labourers ” by arrangement with the head men of the tribes on the main land, and these 
labourers are literally driven down to the coast under armed supervision—the hapless negroes 
frequently dying en route—and utilised on the plantations under conditions compared to which 
the old slavery of the West was luxury and ease. Much of the cocoa grown by these unfortunate 
slaves is shipped to this country to enter into competition with the free grown product of our W est 
Indian Colonies.

Thus, in 1904, out of a total of 60,822,925 lbs. of cocoa imported into the United Kingdom, 
no less than 14,525,299 came from Portugal, and it is safe to assume that the bulk of this was 
produced under the conditions above referred to. It must still be within the memory of some of 
our older readers how strong the feeling was against slavery in Cuba which outlived slavery in 
other parts of the West Indies, and the outcry which arose against slave grown sugar being 
allowed to compete with free grown sugar. The position was very similar to that to which we 
now draw attention, which is certainly one which calls for energetic and drastic treatment. The 
admission of slave grown cocoa from these small African Dependencies of Portugal is just as wrong 
in principle as was the admission of slave grown sugar from the magnificent possession of Spain 
in the Caribbean Sea. It is impossible to read Mr. Nevinson’s account of the labour system 
of the former Islands without recognising that beneath the thin covering of apparent legality an 
iniquitous system of slavery exists. It is true that there is no plain recognition of buying and selling 
which made the slave of the West Indies and the Southern States of America a mere article of 
commerce—but it is all the worse on that account. Under that system the mere fact of the negro 
being purchased at a high price and being a marketable commodity brought with it an amount of 
care and consideration for his welfare, which in itself was a guarantee of good treatment. In the 
San Thome and Principe system of slavery it is different. Mere articles, of which there is a plentiful 
supply comparatively near at hand—which cannot be openly bought and sold, but which can be 
used up and more easily obtained,—no inducement exists for their possession or to secure their well-
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being beyond what is barely necessary for the immediate present, and in this way the slaves of these 
Islands are objects of far greater pity than their West Indian brethren of old. How can sympathy 
be shown ? How can the British people give practical demonstration of their abhorrence of the 
system and of their innate sense of justice ? From an Imperial point of view the matter is one which 
any government might take up by prohibition, with the view of safeguarding an industry of their own 
Colonies ; but there is another way, without government intervention, by which the same end may 
be reached, and that is by the action of the British public itself. If purchasers would only refuse 
to be supplied with any form of cocoa in which there is not a distinct guarantee of freedom from 
admixture with cocoa from San Thomé and Principe, an effectual stop would be put to the importa­
tion of slave grown cocoa. In the United States manufacturers are already refusing to use cocoa 
from these Islands, and if the British public would only take the matter up in their own irresistible 
way, and decline to consume slave grown cocoa, they would assuredly be serving the great cause of 

humanity. ____________

Ube West Snòia Committee*
At the fortnightly meeting of the Executive on Thursday, August 9th, the following were 

elected members of the West India Committee :—

M. de Wiveleslie Malcolm (Jamaica) Col. E. D. Malcolm, of Poltalloch, C.B. W. P. B. Shepheard.
L. P. Wrench (Dominica) E. L. Marshall W. P. B. Shepheard.

Full particulars regarding membership, and application forms for candidates may be obtained 
from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.

Name. Proposer. Seconder.
W. A. Haylock (British Honduras) Hon. A. R. Usher C. A. Metzgen.
W. J. Slack (British Honduras) Hon. A. R. Usher J. M. Rosado.
P. Stanley Woods (British Honduras) Hon. A. R. Usher C. A. Metzgen.
R. S. Turton (British Honduras) Hon. A. R. Usher C. A. Metzgen.
Rowland H. Ormsby (British Honduras) Hon. A. R. Usher J. M. Rosado.

H Ibunbreb ¡gears
Mr. Nolan’s Counterpart.

From the old minute books of the West India Committee it appears that from March 23th, 1771, to 
March 23th, 1772, 10,737 casks of rum were imported from Jamaica, 439 from Granada (sic), 95 
from Mountserrat (sic), 77 from Barbados, 62 from St. Kitts, 38 from Antigua, 37 from Nevis, 36 
from Dominica, 16 from Tortola, 1 from St. Vincent’s (sic), and 43 from North America. At a special 
meeting of the West India Merchants on June 3rd, 1772 :—

The Merchants took into consideration the Advertisements concerning the Sale of genuine 
Rum. Mr. Evans moved that the following Advertisement be inserted in the newspapers, which was 
agreed to, and is as follows

Many Applications having been made to the West Indian Merchants upon the Subject of Mr. 
John Eden’s Advertisement for the Sale of genuine Rum, they think it fit for the Satisfaction of the 
Public to print the minute of their General Meeting of January 7th last under the Sanction of which 
Mr. Eden advertises, viz.----

“ A Plan formerly proposed by Mr. Evans was again taken into consideration for promoting 
the Sale of Genuine Rum only, and Mr. Evans having mentioned to the Meeting that Messrs. 
Collins and Company were about to open a Warehouse at No. 2, in Lower Thames Street for 
that Purpose, it was unanimously agreed that the said plan will be the means of accommodating 
the Public and extending the Sale of Genuine Rum in small Quantities.”

IResolved : That the above minute was not meant to be confined to Messrs. Collins and 
Company but to be extended to all dealers who will engage to sell genuine Rum.__(Signed) Jas 
Allen, Secy._____________________________________________________________________ ’ J ’

XTbe West Snbian Grichet Tour.
The West Indians v. Leicestershire.

After a close finish, Leicestershire beat the West Indians at Leicester on August 8th bv 24 
runs. The West Indians were left with 351 to get to win, and they must be congratulated on getting 
so near to victory, iorto make over 300 in the last innings of a match must always be considered 
a fine performance. Score :—
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Mr. C. J. B. Wood, b Smith .. 
Captain Challoner, b Ollivierre 
Whitehead, c Bancroft, b Cum­

berbatch

LEICESTERSHIRE.
. . Second Innings,

c Bancroft, b Ollivierre 
c Goodman, b Smith ..

7 
8

26
8

THE WEST

Knight, hit wkt, b Smith 
King, c Goodman, b Smith .. 
Coe, b Ollivierre........................  
Mr. V. F. S. Crawford, c Chal-

lenor, b Ollivierre
Mr. R. T. Crawford, c Lear- 

mond, b Cumberbatch
Jayes, not out
Mr. W. W. Odell, c Cumber­

batch, b Goodman
Payne, b Morrison

Byes, 1 ; lb., 4 ..

10

87

27

49
36

3
5

Total ..

First Innings.

Ollivierre .. 
Smith 
Layne 
Cumberbatch 
Morrison 
Goodman ..

O. 
23 
23
9

3

c Ollivierre, b Smith .. 
b Ollivierre 
run out ..
c Goodman, b Smith ..

c Morrison, b Cumberbatch

b Morrison 
not out ..

c Constantine, b Smith 
c Bancroft, b Layne ..

Byes, 15 ; w., 1

Total

9
28

86

51

24
53

4

16

First Innings.
Mr. G. Challenor, c Payne, b 

King
Mr. L. Constantine, c and b 

Odell...............................
Layne, b King .. .. ..
Mr. S. Smith, lbw, b Odell .. 
Mr. P. A. Goodman, c White- 

head, b Odell .. .. ..
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, b King 
Mr. R. Ollivierrej c Coe, b Odell 
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, c Coe.

b Odell................................ .
Mr. G. C. Learmond, c White- 

head, b Jayes ..
Cumberbatch, b Odell ..
Mr. C. S. Morrison, not out ..

Byes, 12 ; l.b., 6 ..

36

92

24

'9

3

17

18

.. 242
•• 274

Total..
ANALYSIS.BOWLING

2

M.
3 
5

.. 318

Second Innings. First Innings
R. W. O. M. R. w. O. M.
96 3 Ollivierre ..26 2 126 2 Jayes .. 11.1 1
80 3 Smith ..29 3 96 4 Crawford .. 3 0
45 0 Cumberbatch 5 0 39 1 Odell .. 19 3
42 2 Morrison .. 7 1 20 1 King ..24 3

5 1 Layne .. 5.4 0 21 1

17
60
76

w.

6
3

The West Indians v. Norfolk.
The West Indians beat Norfolk at

118 runs. Score :—

INDIANS.
Second Innings.

c Whitehead, b Odell

c V. F. S. Crawford, b Jayes 
c Payne, b R. T. Crawford., 
run out.................................

b R. T. Crawford 
c King, b Odell 
lbw, b Wood ..

b R. T. Crawford

b Wood..................................
b Jayes .. 
not out .. 

Byes, 27 ; l.b., 7 ; w., 1

Tctal

Second Innings.

R.T.Crawford 
Jayes 
King..
Odell
Whitehead ..
Coe ..
Wood s

17
17
9

17-4
8

M.
3

4

63

50
5

43

3°
68
4

20

35

.. 326

R.
63
91

53
I - 38

31

w.
3

2

Norwich on Saturday in dashing style by an innings and

THE WEST INDIANS.
First Innings.

G. Challenor, run out .. .. 37 Mr. R. Ollivierre, lbw, b
Mr. L. Constantine, b Wor- Gibson .. .. .. 12

man .. .. .. ..4t
Mr. Layne, b Worman.. .. 62
Mr. S. Smith, c and b Gib­

son .....................................6
Mr. P. A. Goodman, • c

McCormick, b Worman .. 88
Mr. A. E. Harragin, c

Dunning, b Worman .. o
Mr. H. B. G. Austin, b Smith 32

Cumberbatch, not out .. 26
Mr. J. E. Parker, st. Charles 

b Barrett.........................24
Mr. G. C. Learmond, st.

Charles, b Barrett .. .. o
Byes, etc. .. .. 17

Total .. .. 375

BOWLING
First Innings.

0. M. R. w. 0. M. R. w.
Gibson •• 3’ I r 90 2 Bar-ett 8 3 T9 2
Smith .. 28 5 124 Fai on .. 5 0 18 O
Worman .. • • 3° 7 9t 4 Pilch .. 4 I 13 O

First Innings.
The Rev. J. G. McCormick, 

lbw, b Ollivierre
Mr. C. E. Dunning, b Layne .. 
Mr. M. Falcon, b Ollivierre .. 
Jackson, lbw, b Ollivierre .. 
Mr. L. Barrett, b Layne 
Mr. B. Cozens-Hardy, st. Lear­

mond, b Smith
Mr. J. M. Worman, c Austin, 

b Layne
Col. C. F. Charles, b Layne ..
Mr. R. G. Pilch, c Learmond, 

b Smith ....
Gibson, b Layne 
Smith, not out ..

Byes, etc.

Total
ANALYSIS.

First Innings.
o. M.

Ollivierre.. .. 17 15
Layne .. .. 7'5 4
Smith .. • • 23 6

NORFOLK.
Second Innings.

18 b Layne
16 c Ollivierre, b Smith 
o c Constantine, b Layne 
o st. Constantine, b Smith

18 c Constantine, b Layne

6 c Learmond, b Smith

5 b Layne
11 st. Constantine, b Smith

o c Constantine, b Smith
7 run out ..
2 not out .. ..
8 Byes, etc................

91 Total ..

Second Innings.
R- w. o. M.
27 3 Layne .. .. 25 3
14 5 Ollivierre .. 5 o
42 2 Parker.. .. 6 2

Smith .. .. 20'2 3
Cumberbatch.. 9 3

.. 18
•• 43 

5
• 4

25

.. 48

.. 2

.. o

.-. 9

• • 3
7

.. 166

R. W. 
75 4
15 o 
10 o 
48 5
II o

Ube IReport ot tbe Commissioners of Customs.
The Commissioners of H.M. Customs in their report for the year ended March 31st, 1906, 

emphasise the fact that the output of beet and cane sugar in 1905-6 was the largest on record. 
According to the estimates of recognised authorities, the world s production in the last thiee Sugar

seasons- September ist to August 31st—is placed at

Beet ..
Cane ..

1903 4.
5.881,000 Tons.
4,297,000 „

1904-5-
4,713,000 Tons.
4,589,000

1905-6.
6,875,000 Tons.
4,995,000 „

Total -- 10,178,000 „ -- 9,302,000 „ .. 11,834,000 „
« Earlv in 1005 it was reported that Continental beet sowings were in excess of those of the 

preceding year and standard sugar,--‘88 per cent beet’-which had risen, to 16s the cwt in 
January 1905, fell to 14s. 6d. the cwt. at the close of March, the new crop being offered at ns. 6d. 
In July thè collapse of speculative operations set free large quantities of Sugar, and refiners were able 
to obtain ample supplies at low prices until the plentiful new seasons crop became available m 
October. In the remainder of the financial year prices were moderate and consumption active.

During the five years since the re-imposition of the sugar duties the gross and net receipts
from this source have been as follows :—

içoi-2.
Gross Receipts (less repayments) .. £6,578,780
DrawbacksP .. .. .. •• 179.552

1902-3.
£4,780,976 

302,269

1903-4.
£5,971,639 

245,726

1904-5.
£6,214,164

107,777

1905-5.
£6,293,105

115,152

Net Revenue 6,399,228 4,478,707 5,725,913 6,106,387 6,177,953
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The net imports of foreign raw and refined Sugar, and the exports of Sugar refined m this 
country, are shown, for each of the past five calendar years, in the following table :

Re-exports of Foreign Refined Imports^less Re-exports Exports of British
Years. Imports of Sugar. Sugar and of Raw Sugar. in Col. 2. Refined Sugar.

/"Refined 21,256,846 Cwts. .. 70,415 Gwts. 21,186,431 Cwts. 556,309 Cwts.

1901- Unrefined.. 13,387,143 „ 122,895 „ 13,264,248 „ —

Total .. 34,643,989 ,, 193,310 „ 34,450,679 „ 556,309 „

i" Refined .. 18,365,417 „ 44,237 „ 18,321,180 „ 716,011 „
1902 Unrefined.. 13,221,492 ,, 91,337 „ 13,130,155 „ —

Total 31,586,909 „ 135,574 „ 31,451,335 „ 716,011 „

Refined 18,588,720 ,. 43,365 „ 18,545,355 „ 1,029,194 „
1903] Unrefined.. 12,648,679 „ 59,111 „ 12,589,568 „ —

Total 31,237,399 , 102,476 „ 31,134,923 „ 1,029,194 „

Refined 17,605,503 ,. 23,785 „ 17,581,718 „ 588,453 „
1901 Unrefined.. 14,683,940 „ 100,879 „ 14,583,061 „ —

Total .. 32,289,443 „ 124,664 „ 32,164,779 „ 588,453 „

Refined .. 14,695,801 „ 23,775 ,, 14,672,026 „ 647,394 „
1905. Unrefined.. 14,656,648 „ 113,522 „ 14,543,126 „ —

Total .. 29,352,449 „ 137,297 „ 29,215,152 „ 6477394 „

Rum and Imitation Rum.
The contributions from Rum (including Imitation Rum) to the Imperial Revenue were 

practically the same in 1905-6 as in 1904-5, being respectively £2,148,217 and £2,147,752.
Importations of Rum, exclusive of Imitation Rum, have declined steadily from 6,692,601 

proof gallons in 1901 to 4,198,647 proof gallons in 1905, and there was a continued fall in import 
values from is. 6d. the gallon in 1901 to is. id. in 1904. In consequence of short supplies and 
depleted stocks the average import value rose in 1905 to is. 3d. the proof gallon, but the quantity 
cleared for consumption was only slightly in excess of that cleared in the preceding year.

The quantities of Rum, including Imitation Rum, retained for home consumption and the 
duty received therefrom in each of the past five financial years were :—

Years. Quantity retained. Net Duty received.

Increase or Decrease 
per cent, on quantity 

retained in previous year.
1901-1902 .. 4,083,414 Proof Gallons. £2,211,811 — 5’68 Pei cent.
1902-1903 4,116,658 „ „ 2,229,873 + 0*81 „
1903-1904 4,138,625 „ 2,241,769 + 053 „
1901-1905 3,965,103 „ 2,147,752 — *19 „
1905-1906 3,965,932 „ 2,148,217 + 002 „

The importation of Imitation Rum, which is the produce of countries in which the sugar cane 
is not grown, is inconsiderable, though there was an increase in 1905. The quantity retained for 
consumption in each of the past five financial years was as follows :—

Years. Quantity retained.
1901-1902   26,164 Proof Gallons.
1902-1903   18,184 „ „
1903-1904   14,708 „
1904-1905   10,049 „
1905-1906   10,943 „

Molasses for Distilleries and Cattle Food.
The Commissioners of H.M. Customs report that the quantities of Molasses delivered on 

drawback or free of duty for use in distilleries, or for stock feeding purposes, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Finance Act, 1901, and the Revenue Act, 1903, continue to show an increase, 
which is particularly noticeable in the quantity delivered for cattle feeding as will be seen from the 
following table:—

For use in Distilleries—■
1901-2. 
Cwts.

1902-3.
Cwts.

1903-4. 
Cwts. 1904-5. 

Cwts.
1905-6.
Cwts.

British made 258,315 (a) 333 134 (a)
390,202

j 191,684 (a) —

Foreign and Colonial made 
For Cattle Food—■

•• 445,283
| 173,192 (b) 

555,463
250,475
682,510

191,821
841,972

British made
Foreign and Colonial made

•• I 
.. J

(0 I 118,168 (d)
1 514,829

338,485
575,578

413,579 
1,014,528

Total .. •• 703,598 723,336 1,553,336 1,847,048 2,461,900
(a) Delivered on drawback, (b) Delivered free of duty from bonded refineries since 

September ist, 1903. (d) Not including 13,904 cwts., made from duty paid sugar, on which an September ist, 1903. (c) Not free of duty until 
equivalent allowance of duty was made.
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The Cocoa Duties.
Dealing with cocoa, the Commissioners of Customs state that the revenue derived from it 

in 1905-6 was £273,100, as against £258,705 in 1904-5, showing an increase of £14,395 or 5-56 per 
cent. This is due to a plentiful supply which lowered prices and encouraged an increased consumption.

The quantities of each kind of cocoa retained for home consumption, and the net receipts 
therefrom, for the past five years were :—

Years. Quantity retained.
Net Duty 
received. Years. Quantity retained.

Net Duty 
received.

<1901-1902 .. 45,222,832 lbs. £188,429 n 71901-1902 .. 7,798,887 lbs. £64,991
1902-1903 .. 37,181,180 „ 154,922 cocoa, 1902-1903 .. 8,363,755 „ 69,698

Cocoa, Raw - 1903-1204 .. 44,201,760 „ 184,186 Riepaied, 1903.1904 .. 10,303,233 „ 85,860
1904-1905 .. 42,619,344 „ 177,580 r-ki + 1904-1905 .. 9,538,865 „ 79,491

11905-1906 .. 47,911,134 „ 199,661 unocolate. 11905-1906 .. 8,414,588 „ 70,372
<1901-1902 .. 1,492 cwts. 149 1901-1902 .. 415,630 „ 1,736

Cocoa, 1902-1903 .. 1,989 „ 199 n 1902-1903 .. 239,362 „ 997
Husks and - 1903-1904 .. 3,732 „ 373 ^oc°a> 1903-1904 .. 

rsll 1,1.01’ 119,501 „ 498
Shells. 1904-1905 .. 8,763 „ 876 Ducuer. 1904-1905 .. 181,834 „ 758

11905-1906 .. 3,059 „ 310 .1905-1906 .. 659,718 „ 2,753

Some Ibomewavb flßafls.
The R.M.S. “ Port Royal” reached Avonmouth from Jamaica on Saturday, August nth, 

and on the following Monday the R.M.S.P. “ Trent ” arrived at Southampton from Barbados. Among 
her passengers were Mr. J. D. Adamson, Mr. Bastiaans, Mr. Da Costa, and Mr. Shepherd. Com­
plaints about the Mail arrangements occupied a prominent position in the letters of our correspond­
ence, and we are glad to learn that directly the contract is formally signed by the Government and 
the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., foreshadowed in our last, no time will be lost, and instructions 
will immediately be issued for the Inter-Colonial services to be renewed on the lines indicated 
at the earliest possible moment. We extract the following items of interest from the letters of our 
Hon. Correspondents :—

Cotton and Sugar in Antigua.
Cotton planting seems to be increasing, and for next crop Antigua should export 

a good deal more than previously. Quite a lot of land, for many years in bush, is being cleared and 
planted, and as a result labour is much in demand and consequently in very shoi t supply. I nenon. 
A. St. G. Spooner, writing on July 23rd, said that the question of how this cotton was to be ginned 
was a serious one, as there was only one ginnery in the Island and it was doubtful whether it could
tackle the crop that wrould be grown. „ r , ...Owing to the rains that had fallen during the year to date the labourers were well supplied with 
provisions, the gaol and hospital, the best indications of the relations between food demand and food 
supply, were both sparsely filled, and the Island generally looked green ana growthy. The large 
amount of peasant canes sold to the Gunthorpe’s and Bendal s Factories had also put a lot of money 
in the peasants’ hands and made many of them independent of wage earning for the; time Naturally 
cotton planters could afford to pay wages which sugar planters could not, owing to present prices of 
sugar so that the question of growing cane with less labour was becoming an important and a very 
nelSary one for tie wSiare ol the wShole Island,the labourer included. Otherwise canecuhivation 
might have to be reduced and the labourer rendered more dependent on ^ cotton md^ 
only found him a full supply of work at certain seasons. n imnortnut and although
then being tried with Louisiana implements were very interesting and
it might be too much-to expect that these implements cou c eac I , r । would prove sound 
it was to be hoped and seemed probable that the principles on which theyJ°r^d would prove sound 
and suitable to local conditions and enable Antigua to get the necessary implements

Favourable weather in Barbados.
Hon Forster M Allevne writing to us on July 29th, said that the showers in July, though 

quite sufficient, were for the most part lighter than those olFive to 
by which all benefited to some ^5 after a drippi june/.
six mches would be the average rainfall for tn hg
was all that was required The canes¡were,ta g p preparations were being made for
vigorous. The cotton fields ^o ^ fnd all provisions were coming on well

SS 5SX"» SSXSw. — *-*• “• h“J ■* —“be “
before long Collvmore on July 23rd caused very general regret. He was one
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The elections had taken place, and all the old members had been returned without opposition. 
The Legislature met on the day of the departure of the Mail. The dastardly attempt to poison Prof. 
Harrison, of British Guiana, and his laboratory staff with arsenic had created quite a consternation 
in Barbados. The crop had closed though all the sugar had not yet been shipped.

Mr. A. Summerson’s services in British Guiana.
Mr. J. C. McCowan, writing on July 20th, informed us that at a meeting of the British Guiana 

Planters’ Association on July nth, the following resolution was ordered to be recorded on the minutes :
That this Meeting desire to place on record their appreciation of, and deep indebtedness to Mr. Summer- 

son for his long and arduous services to the Planters’ Association during the time he has been associated 
with them as Secretary and Treasurer.

The weather, after being much too wet, had changed, and it was fine and bright and in every 
way favourable for the estates. Canes were reported to be backward, but if the favourable weather 
continued there should be a good crop at the end of the year. The prospects for the coming crop 
were hopeful. Sugar was quoted at $2 nominal, though there was none to dispose of.

The Cable interruptions.

Writing from Dominica on July 27th, Mr. E. A. Agar said that cable communication was 
interrupted from the 12th to the 14th. The weather had been seasonable and the crops continued 
to look well.

Good weather for Cotton in Nevis.
Cotton planters in Nevis were in a difficulty as to the shipment of their cotton when the Hon- 

C. A. Shand wrote to us on July 16th that steamers could not be persuaded to call, and although the 
style of boat plying between Nevis and St. Kitts was unsuitable for cotton, the planters had to ship 
to St. Kitts. The weather during the fortnight had been just what was required. Frequent and 
soaking showers had fallen, without any excessively heavy rains, and a large area of cotton had been 
established for 1907. Some of the early planting in February was coming in. Mr. Wigley, the Acting 
Administrator, had visited the Island, and his time was fully occuoied visiting the various cotton 
districts, etc. On July 12th he presided over a meeting of the Agricultural Society.

Experiments in cultivation in St. Kitts.
During the fortnight ended July 22nd, frequent nice showers had fallen in St. 

Kitts, and Mr. A. D. C. Adamson wrote that they exactly suited the young crop, but though estates 
which had not finished the crop were having rather a trying time, cotton was coming in well all over 
the Island, and on a few forward fields picking would probably begin at the end of August or the 
beginning of September.

An interesting discussion took place at a meeting of the Agricultural Society on the 12th on 
the subject of ploughing of ratoon canes. It was suggested that the Barbadian method of trashing 
the banks and not sub-soiling should be tried, but the general opinion appeared to be that the local 
practice of sub-soiling both banks and leaving one bank only covered with trash was best suited to 
conditions of St. Kitts. Qne or two planters promised to give the Barbadian method a trial and the 
results would be watched with interest.

Opening up St. Lucia.
The weather had been wet in St. Lucia when Mr. George S. Hudson wrote to us on July 28th 

about ten inches of ram having fallen during the month to that date in the humid districts Sugar 
canes were making fine growth ; so were weeds, and the rain made it difficult to cope with the latter 
but the canes had certainly a very fine start for the 1907 crop. The coming crop of cacao was 
promising, and forward except m the Roseau valley, which was rather disappointing Peasants’ 
cacao was also showing badly this year, and in St. Lucia it was cacao from this source that swelled 
exports to a record,” but the larger and well cultivated estates were looking very well

A Committee, lately appointed to advise the Colonial Government as to the directions in 
which a special vote of £5000 for roads should be expended, had sent in their report. The majority 
were in favour of opening up the now inaccessible cacao districts in Roseau, Canaries, Vieuxfort 
Micoud and Dennery, by twenty-two miles of bridle tracks, and completing the Goldsworthy main 
road across the Island. J

Slight shocks of earthquake still continued at irregular intervals, being felt more in the 
northern part of the island. They did no damage, except to nerves.

St. Vincent’s Shipping Difficulties.
enced inSinni™C<?'1;?Vriting °n July.26th- again complained of the difficulties experi­
enced m shipping produce. The Memnon came m quite unexpected by her agents and left behind 
a shipment of molasses which had been prepared for her, and on applying to th! aglhts for room n 
the following steamer, the “ Oruro,” the shippers were informed she wo^dX M and ~uld
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not take any cargo from St. Vincent. Alternate showers and hot suns ideal weather for the young 
cotton cultivation, had prevailed during the fortnight, and there was every prospect of a good crop 
next year.

The permanent Exhibition Committee of St. Vincent, with the help of the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture, had been able to send a representative collection of exhibits to the Canadian 
Exhibition.

Mr. W. N. Sands, writing on July 26th, said that the planters had met the situation caused by 
the low germinating power of most of the best marks of cotton seed in an energetic manner, with 

"the result that nearly all had a good stand of cotton. The acreage under cotton fully came up to 
expectations, and from a preliminary estimate it appeared that quite double the area of last season’s 
cultivations had been planted. The peasantry had also taken up the industry to some extent, which 
was certainly a good sign, for, as written by Sir W. T. Thisleton Dyer in Nature of March 22nd, 1906, 
“ To induce the negro to engage in profitable cultivation instead of contenting himself with a bare 
modicum of ground provisions, provides a source of revenue, raises his standard of comfort, and 
makes for his moral progress.” The Government, by offering prizes to the peasantry on the Land 
Settlement for the best cotton cultivations had in a large measure helped to further this aim.

The rainfall had been very heavy during the past six weeks, and a few days of bright sunshine 
would do a lot of good to the young crops, and prevent the early attacks of disease.

Two important Trinidad Reports.

The reports of the Committees on the Railway Extension and the question of local govern­
ment in Trinidad reached us by the mail and can now be seen at the West India Committee Rooms. 
San Fernando, wrote H. G. Townsend Fenwick, had had its meeting to protest against any preference 
being given to the Tabaquite-Rio Claro proposals. The chief argument advanced in favour of 
preference to the Siparia extension was that, when in 1894, £250,000 was raised to carry out the 
extensions to Tabaquite and Sangre Grande, a promise was made that if there was any of this money 
left after completing those extensions, it was to be devoted to extensions in the Southern District. 
The gist of the report on local government was that things be left much as they are, but that the 
Warden and Medical Officers be ex officio members of the Boards of their respective districts.

Arrangements had been come to by the Railway Works Co. and the Crown Agents with regard 
to the floating dock, and a draft agreement and a contract were before the Council for approval.

Rains, more or less heavy, have fallen every day of the fortnight. They had been general 
throughout the Colony, and had been beneficial on the whole, although many of the flowers of the 
cocoa trees were destroyed. Reports from the country were not in favour of an early crop, but in most 
districts the trees were taking on flowers and small fruit. During the last few days of the month 
the anxiety to buy had been exhibited by one or two merchants, presumably to cover short sales. 
Other than this there had been little demand, and the market, although firm, was inactive. Supplies 
had been on a small scale, and somewhat unsatisfactory in quality. Fine Estates were quoted @ 54/-, 
Mixed Estates @ 53/-, and Ordinary (a) 52/-, for delivery during the first two months of the year. 
One or two shipments of inferior qualities of Venezuelan cocoa had realised highei prices, and there 
was a much firmer tone in this market, fine qualities which were very scarce, realising big figures.

Totals at last report
July 17.—S.S.—“ La Plata ” . .

„ 17.—S.S.—“ Cr. of Navarre”
„ 18.—S.S.—“Maraval”
„ 22.—S.S.—“ Prins Maurits ”

Totals to date

Shipments.

.. 106,345 bags, Trinidad 
1,767 »

100 „ „
2,205 „ „

800 ,, „

. . 111,217 bags, Trinidad

24,404 bags, Venezuelan
56 „

798 „

25,258 bags, Venezuelan.

Europe.

New York.

Ube JEOitofs Sharp.
Wed., August 8th.—88%. Beet, 9s. 2^d. quiet. _
Thurs August oth —Letter from the Duke of Somerset forwarding the Public Address, containing 370,000 signatures 
ihurs.. August 9th. jord Miiner> and the reply of the latter published in the Press.—The Report of the

Postmaster General, published as a Blue Book (Cd. 3114). Beet, 9s. i|d., quiet.

Fri., 
Sat., 
Mon., 
Tues.,

August roth.—Beet, 9s. o|d., quiet.
August nth.—Beet (morning call), 9s. o^d., quiet. .
August 13th —The R.M.S.P. "Trent ” arrived at Southampton. Beet, 8s. nd., quiet.
August 14th’—The King left England for Germany. Beet, 8s. njd., quiet.
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Weather Uclegram«.
Barbados—(Messrs. T. Daniel and Co., Ltd.), August 8th: “ Weather perfect.” (Messrs. 

Wilkinson and Gaviller), August 15th: “Seasonable weather.” British Guiana—(Messrs. Curtis 
Campbell and Co.), August 9th : “ Too much rain for present requirements, more sunshine wanted.” 
(Messrs. Henry K. Davson and Co.), August 13th: “ Weather continues favourable in Berbice.” 
Jamaica—(The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended August 1st. Port Antonio— 
July 26th to 31st, fine ; August 1st, rainy. Kingston—Fine.

Our 2Ltbrarp.
West Indies in Canada, 1906.—This is the title of a small handbook issued by the Imperial 

Department of Agriculture for distribution at the Halifax and Toronto Exhibitions, with the object of placing 
Canadian merchants in possession of reliable facts relative to the resources of the British West Indies and the 
possibilities for trade between them and the Dominion. Tables are given showing that the value of Canadian 
imports into the West Indies (including British Guiana) amounted in the year ended June 30th, 1905, to 
§3,433.012 (¿715,211), while the value of the West Indian exports to Canada was §8,589,530 (¿1,789/48;). The 
total volume of the trade carried on between the two countries last year was therefore §12,022,542 (¿2,504,696). 
Barbados exported to Canada, in 1905, sugar of the value of ¿107,335', and molasses of the value of ¿98,635, while 
the imports of Canadian products into Barbados, in the same year, were of the value of ¿78,576. "The Leeward 
Islands exported produce to British North America in the year 1904-5 of the value of ¿166,098,’ receiving in return 
imports of the value of ¿25,174. The value of the imports from Canada into Jamaica was ¿112,465, or 6.9 per cent, 
of the total, the exports to Canada being 8.8 per cent, of the total. From British Guiana there was exported produce, 
mostly sugar, of the value of §2,512,643, the imports from Canada being valued at §468,538. While the corres­
ponding figures for last year are not yet to hand, it is understood that the trade of that year was much larger than 
ever before. As is well known, the Dominion Government offers preferential rates for produce grown in the British 
Colonies, and, on this and other grounds, it is desirable that closer commercial relations should be encouraged between 
the West Indies and Canada. The trade already built up, largely by means of Messrs. Pickford and Black’s Canadian 
line of steamers, is considerable ; but there is abundant room for expansion, especially in regard to shipments of 
sugar, molasses, cocoa-nuts, cacao, coffee, spices, fresh fruits, and other tropical produce. A useful feature of the 
book is an alphabetical and descriptive list of West Indian produce.

Ube /ißails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.-HoME Arrivals per R.M.S.P. “Trent” (Capt. A. P Dix ) 

August i3th : Mr. Macfarlane Mr. Rata, Mr. F. Cuello, Mr. S. Fieldwick, Mrs. P. N. Jones, Mrs Bernstein Mr
G* Th°M aS’ ^rs Robertson, Hon- A- G- Bell, Mr- Chunkoo, Mr. and Mrs., Miss Da Costa ’Mr

J-Baggs, Mrs G.L Püe Miss E Roden, Mrs. Dalton, Mr. F. Harris, Mr. J. A. Brown, Mr. Thornton, Mr. H a' 
Buntmg, Mr. W. F Walton Mr N. P Raposo, Mr. Garcia, Mr. Bastiaans, Mr. and Mrs. Guanchez, Mk G. White' 
Miss Burslem,Dr. W. Urich Mrs. Wilson, Mr. H. Dunsmore, Mr. H. Pearce, Mr. D. K. Jardine, Lieut V B* 
Laing, Mr C. Cushney, Mr. J. D Adamson, Lieut, and Mrs. Wright, Mr. Douglas Grey, Miss Sealey Mrs I H 

Mr’ and W- D- ShePherd> Mrs- A- Ho?sford, Mr. C. Peterse^, Mr ¿i R.

t r °UITARD^0^ “ La Plata ” (Capt. Trigge), August 16th Mr. H. Hochschild Mr E C
Lefeuvre, Mr and Mrs J. Urich Mr F. Fowler, Mr. Belt,Mr. H. Strampier* Mr. and Miss Legge, Mr. C C Kenrick 
Mr. V. C. Bridgman, Mr. A. R. Michell, Mr. B. L. Jackson Pros T Perrv Mi«« A QtAww ab- v iv ’
and Mrs. J. R. Wilson, Mr. G. S. Croshaw, Hon. H. E. Murray Mr W^ Murray Mr ’Goldina m?11^40« Mr‘
Mr. J. Cipriani, Mrs. Perkins, Mr. J. Robbins, Mr. G. Joula^ Mk A Bartlett J^5’
MUperinuy; Mr. R.^’ConnorMrS’ RiV3S’ Mr* S' R Mr‘ A- Fernandez, Mr’. H. B. Bateman, Mr'.

The imperial Direct West India Mail Service.—Sailings per R.M.S. “ Port Royal ” (Cant I C Tittle 
August ! ith : Jamaica.-Mr. E C. Azevedo, Miss Black, Miss D. H. Brett, Mr. R. Bretter MrR A Bloxhlm 
Mr. J. Donmson, Mr. A. Dewar, Mrs. Gay, Mr. A. Harris Miss Harris Mr L A Isaac« Mr at' t 1 ’
Miss C E. Jones, Rev. and Mrs. Miller, Mr. L. G. Mannering, Mr. and Mrs’. A. cte C Pamiter Mr
Mr. L. L. Roper Hon E. R. Simmons, Mr. A. Schiesser, Mr. D. S. Savory Mr A Stott ’ Mr ’ A t 1 ^a/’ 
Tomkinson, Mr. M. L. Taylor, Mr. R. Whaites, Mr. Williams. ‘ tOtt’ M ’ A‘ Taylor> Mr-

Sports o£ ¡produce from tbe West Snbies.

Jan.
^arbabos.
ist to July 27th.

HSrftisb Guiana.
Jan. ist to July 26th.

Jamaica.
April ist to July 15th.

Urinibab.
Jan. ist to July 28th.

Grenada.
Oct. ist to July 10th.

Sugar
1906 1905.

39,861 28,795 tons.
1S06.

44,77i
1905.

27,728 tons
1906.
7,047

1905.
5,101 tons

1906.
487,872

1905.
272,728 bags& brls.

1906. 1905.

Molasses .. 57.487 35>925 puns. 2,406 1,674 csks. — —
1 1,893 2,887 puns. I

178 tres. I-
Rum
Cattle Food

— — 9,73i 8,544 puns 684,992 604,859 galls.
V 80

92
165 brls. J
346 puns

& Molascuit 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Cocoanuts .. 
Copra

— —

4.728
3,3°°

50,588

3,349 tons 
22,940 lbs.

240,471

30,129
10,122

1,886,045

13,019 cwts.
7,156 „ 

’>338,730

18,961,630
16,480

6,885,205

25,917,435 lbs.
”,930 „ 

5,735,899

52,603 60,724 bags.

Cotton
Cotton Seed

— — — 15,036 28,620 lbs.
10,011 5,756 bags

1,014 703 bales.
Asphalt — — — _ — — 5,692 4,745 bags.Oranges 
Bananas 
Pimento ..
Spice 
Gold 
Diamonds ..

—

—

51,163
941

49,823 ozs.
8,327 carats

5,951,271
5,258,128

20,908

2,846,014
5,150,982 stems.

19,063 cwts.

75,797 (T
.

§5 
!

1
1

1
1

1

»0

Sp
ic

e
.

.—
1

1
1

M
 W

 *
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m
M
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 M » O

' 4,384 bils.
529 J-brls.
395 cases.
170 bags.
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I
t was with a feeling of profound relief that 

we were able to announce on the 17th inst. 
that a contract had been signed between the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies and the Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company for the resumption 
of the West Indian Intercolonial Mail Services 
which, subsequent to the abandonment of the 
mail contract on June 31st, 1905, were suspended 
early in the present year. It is true that the 
Services are only to be carried on in a modified 
form, but we must, we suppose, be thankful for 
small mercies. As foreshadowed in our issue of 
the 8th instant, the arrangements include the 
provision of a fortnightly service between 
British Guiana, Grenada, St. Vincent and Bar­
bados, by intercolonial steamer connecting with 
the ocean steamer at the latter island. A coast­
ing steamer will continue to ply between 
Dominica, St. Lucia, and Barbados, and an 
intercolonial steamer will visit the more northerly 
Islands once a month. We never shared the 
belief of Mr. Lyttelton that it would be possible 
to conduct the West Indian Mail Service as a

whole without a subsidy, and it will be within recollection that we repeatedly urged this point, and
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that we also took the strongest possible exception to the Colonies not being consulted on a matter 
which so vitally affects their interest. The cessation, however, of the intercolonial services called 
for prompt action, and the result is the conclusion of this tentative arrangement on which the Colonies 
will have full opportunity of passing an opinion. The new services, which will take effect from the 
date of the arrival of the R.M.S.P. “ La Plata” at Barbados on Aug. 28th, will be experimental, and 
as the contract is terminable at short notice it should be possible to amend and also to extend it if 
it is found to be desirable or necessary. The subsidy for the service is to be at the rate of ^17,500 per 
annum, and we understand that half of this sum will be paid by the Imperial Government, and that the 
Colonies principally concerned, namely British Guiana, Barbados, St. Vincent, Grenada, St. Lucia, 
Dominica, Montserrat, Antigua, Nevis and St. Kitts, will be asked to contribute the other half, 
which, we imagine, they can hardly fail to do, considering the interests involved. It must be 
clearly understood that the arrangement above referred to is quite distinct from the transatlantic 
service of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. With regard to the latter our readers will 
recollect that at the annual meeting of that Company on May 30th, Mr. Owen Philipps said that 
though it was too early to express a final opinion on the results obtained, their new route was proving 
a more commercial one than the old contract route, and that with a reasonable poundage rate he hoped 
and believed that it would be possible to carry on the main line service without a mail contract. 
If Mr. Philipps’ hope is fulfilled the ill-wind of last year’s deplorable muddle will be found to have blown 
the Colonies substantial good by reducing the cost of their mail services. Now inasmuch as in 1905 out 
of 556>ooolbs- weight letters, postcards, &c., which passed between the United Kingdom and the West 
Indies, no less than 498,000 lbs. were despatched from the United Kingdom, as compared with 
58,000 lbs. forwarded to the Mother Country by the Colonies, the latter may, we think, reasonably 
expect the Treasury to put its hand in its pocket and pay its fair share in securing and main­
taining the regularity of departure and arrival of the ocean steamers on the basis of a sufficient 
poundage rate for the mails or otherwise. If, and so long as the present transatlantic service is 
continued, Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent, and Trinidad will be as well served as heretofore. It 
is to be regretted, however, that the departure of the steamer on the day after its arrival at British 
Guiana will leave people in Demerara but a short time for replying to their correspondence, and 
practically shut out return letters from Essequebo and Berbice. Antigua, St. Kitts and Nevis 
will also be at a disadvantage, as besides only having a monthly service their mails and passengers in 
transit will be detained for nearly a week in Barbados. A second intercolonial steamer would solve 
both these difficulties. Jamaica, besides being in direct communication with the Mother Country by 
means of the speedy and comfortable vessels of the Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 
has now the advantage of another line of steamers to the United States. As a temporary measure 
then the present arrangement is welcome, and with the addition of a second intercolonial steamer it 
would leave little cause for complaint.

A letter appears in the Antigua Standard of July 7th from an anonymous correspondent over 
the signature “ One whom the British Government meant to benefit,” animadverting to the 

control of Gunthorpe’s Central Factory, and the estates connected with it. This, though unimportant 
in itself, deserves attention as well-illustrating the mistaken idea which prevails among the lower 
classes in the West Indies—and which is, we are afraid, not confined to that quarter—as to the 
direction in which benefit should be derived from such semi-public works as the Antigua factory 
Before going into the grievances ventilated, we should like to point out that the Government 
grant, which formed the basis of the factory, was a portion of the grant-in-aid to the planters of 1002 
which was voted by the Imperial Government solely for the benefit of the sugar industry, a point which’ 
judging from his nom de plume, has evidently been lost sight of by the writer. The chief points which
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he complains of are, that the staff has been reduced, that outside skilled labour in connection with 
the factory has been introduced at a relatively high salary, and that steam ploughing has deprived 200 
agricultural labourers of their employment. Further, that the peasants’ canes are not paid for at the 
same rate as the proprietors’ canes. The factory is also mentioned as making enormous profits from which 
the people do not benefit. The misconception as to the source of the Government grant, mentioned 
above, at once puts the complaints out of court—but even if this grant were one purely and 
simply for the benefit of the community, a factory of this nature is not a philanthropic institution in 
the sense of supplying a maximum of people with the work they particularly fancy, but a business 
concern for the advantage of the sugar industry in particular, and through it, the Island as a whole. If 
the staff has been cut down and extra work thrown on others, with small extra remuneration, this has 
no doubt been done as a necessary step in economy. At the present price of sugar the enormous 
profits, which the writer of the letter attributes to the factory, do not exist, and we may point out that 
those responsible for the control of a concern like the Antigua Central, the success of which is a matter 
of the highest importance to the smaller West Indian Islands, are not likely to increase that responsi­
bility, as they would do by reducing the staff, without due cause. If skilled control has to be brought 
in from outside, it is undoubtedly the absence of it in the Island which renders the adoption of this 
course necessary, a matter the remedy for which in the future is in the hands of the Islanders them­
selves. The foregoing are points of administration, but the displacement of labour by the introduction 
of mechanical tillage for estate work opens up a question of wider import. It seems to us that the 
position is this: if, by the adoption of steam ploughing a larger and cheaper crop is obtained, while 
labour is liberated for the growing of more canes at the hands of the peasantry, for which in Antigua 
every facility is given, good to all parties must result. The increased supply of canes to the factory 
means, so long as the latter is powerful enough to deal with them economically—and this limit has 
been far from reached at Gunthorpe’s—reduction in cost of manufacture and further profit in all 
directions. The estate proprietor as well as the peasant receives more for his canes, while the factory 
profit is also increased. Again, it is a prominent trait in the negro labourer, though, perhaps, a 
natural one, to prefer congenial tasks without responsibility or necessity for initiation, to occupations 
which require enterprise and the display of individual energy. Therefore the throwing of the 200 
labourers upon their own resources, as the result of the introduction of mechanical tillage, should, so 
long as an opportunity for profitable industry is open to them, prove to be to their ultimate advantage, 
especially as employment on the estates in cane-cutting, planting, &c., is still open to them. As to the 
peasant farmers’ canes being paid for with profits at a lesser rate than those of the estate proprietors, so 
long as the canes are well grown and in good condition, we certainly think that in the circumstances the 
farmers should receive the same rate of payment as the proprietors. It is true that the latter have 
responsibilities connected with the factory which the farmer has not; but taking into consideration the 
need the latter have of encouragement, it would be a politic—if unsoundly economic step. 
We have written somewhat at length on this subject, as in view of further factory schemes 
being carried out and of the general introduction of mechanical tillage, the questions involved are sure 
to crop up again sooner or later. The points that we should like to emphasise are, that strict economy 
in the control of a co-operative central factory is to the advantage of all, peasantry as well as proprietors, 
and that the substitution of labour-saving appliances in the field, where adjacent land is available for 
peasant cultivation, promotes the common good. The tendency of mechanical tillage in an island like 
Antigua should be towards converting the task labourer into the peasant farmer, the strengthening 
of agriculture, and the raising of the general tone of the industrial classes.

— R0M the covering letter of Mr. H. Llewellyn-Smith, Controller-General of the Commercial 
JT Department of the Board of Trade, forwarding to the President the Report on the Work of the
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Imperial Institute for 1905, it appears that the suggestions made by Sir Charles Bruce for the 
transfer of the control of the Institute to the Colonial Office are—in part at any rate—to be carried 
out, and the continuity of the establishment maintained. A perusal of Professor Dunstan’s report 
leaves no room for doubt that the investigations of the Scientific and Technical Department have been 
useful. Again, no one who visited the Colonial collections at South Kensington in the old days, and 
has visited them again recently, can fail to be struck by the remarkable improvement in their arrange­
ment and scope since they were taken in hand by Mr. W. G. Freeman, and it would have been a 
mistake to have allowed the work to be brought abruptly to an end. We are bound to confess that 
we have always felt the position of the Institute to be a calamity owing to its distance from the centre 
of commerce. A visitor has only to listen to the sound of his footsteps echoing and reverberating 
through the too often deserted galleries to realise that. But even to South Kensington the fruits of 
the work of Mr. Freeman and his assistants are attracting an increasing number of visitors, and it is 
not too much to hope that if ever funds are forthcoming a move may be made further east, and the 
great white elephant, as the present building has unfortunately proved, will be handed over in its 
entirety to the steadily expanding London University. To revert to Mr. Llewellyn-Smith’s letter ; 
he points out that consequent upon the cessation of the grant of ¿"2,000 per annum made by the Com­
missioners of the 1851 Exhibition, negotiations were opened between the Board of Trade, the Colonial 
Office, and the Treasury, with a view to putting the Scientific and Technical Department of the 
Imperial Institute on a satisfactory financial footing. Though not yet completed, these negotiations 
are sufficiently advanced to make it practically certain that the loss of revenue will at least be made 
good by contributions partly from the Treasury, partly from the Governments of the Crown Colonies 
and Protectorates which chiefly avail themselves of the services of the department, while there is good 
reason for hoping that a sufficient fund will be forthcoming not only to replace the lost grant, but to 
enable the department to meet the increasing demand for its services. In view of the fact that a 
large proportion of the funds will, under this scheme, be contributed by the Colonial Governments 
it seems desirable that the management of the funds so contributed should be largely controlled by 
the Colonial Office. We understand that the Colonial Office is agreeable to this arrangement, and 
that only the details now remain to be settled. This being so, further developments of an interesting 
character may be expected in the near future.

/Ibr. TRalpb Gbampneps Williams,
I he Governor-Elect of the Windward Islands was for the four years, 1897 to 1901 Colonial 

Secretary of Barbados, during which time he acquired considerable popularity, and was looked upon 
as an infallible authority on affairs South African. Small wonder at that; for in 1884 Mr Ralph 
Williams was head of the Civil Intelligence Department of the Bechuanaland Expedition • in 1887 
British Consular Officer to the South African Republic, and in the following year British’ Agent in 
Pretoria. Since he left the West Indies he has been Resident Commissioner of the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate, and through his unfailing tact, none the less than through his commanding presence he 
has shown himself to be a capable master of men. Before he began his career in the Colonial service 
Mr. Williams was an ardent explorer in Patagonia, and also Central Africa. He married in 187s the 
youngest daughter of Mr. Samuel Dean. He is the author of “The British Lion in Bechuanaland ” 
and has a nickname which is always a signal mark of popularity. He was created C M G in ’ 
and within a short time we may expect to see the prefix “ K ” added.

H)eatb ot W. 1R. a. ibanRep.
It is with deep regret that we have to announce the death of Mr. Rodolph Alexander 

Hankey, senior partner m the firm of Messrs. Thomson Hankey & Co., which took nlace 
at Axenstein in Switzerland, on Saturday, August 18th. Mr. Hankey, who was in his 
seventieth year, was a Director of the Colonial Bank and of the London and India Docks 
and was for many years a member of the West India Committee.
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“Cbe West Snbta Committee.
As the next election of Members to the West India Committee will not be held before next 

month and will date from 1st October next, we may remind readers that by virtue of Rule IV. of the 
West India Committee, subscriptions from new members elected during the last three months of any 
year are held as on account of the year beginning on the following 1st January. Thus members, 
elected in October, November and December next, will on paying their subscriptions not be required 
to renew them until 1st Jan., 1908. Full particulars regarding Membership and application forms for 
Candidates’ may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, 
Seething Lane, London, E.C.

JEqualitp ot Opportunity or Artificial Competition ?
In the current issue of the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre M. Georges Dureau reverts to the 

question of the future of the Brussels Convention. Dealing with the objection made to it on the 
ground that Great Britain is being dictated to and overawed by the International Commission at 
Brussels, M. Dureau asks, Why should the position of England with regard to the Convention be less 
tenable than that of the other high Contracting Powers ? Will M. Cailloux be capable of convincing 
our neighbours across the Channel that as a matter of fact it is all in their interest to secure the 
continuance of the Convention by the abolition of Bounties ? If it were only to show that the rivals 
of Germany are by no means disarmed against the policy of cartels, England ought at all cost to 
continue her present sugar policy. In the event of the United Kingdom withdrawing from the 
Convention one of two things must happen : either the other contracting Powers will continue the 
agreement, in which case the English market will easily become open to Russian and other bounty- 
fed sugar, and British sugared products will be subject to prohibition or to be countervailed in the 
markets of the contract-parties ; or the Convention will come to an end, in which event each Power 
will again become free. From that moment the surtaxes will be raised and nothing will prevent the 
German and Austrian sugar manufacturers and refiners from carrying to a successful conclusion the 
attempts which have actually been made to reconstitute cartels. Great Britain will not lose sight of 
these eventualities if she wishes to spare her sugar trade serious trouble. To sum up, Will the policy 
inaugurated by the Brussels Convention, a policy tending to free competition and the increase of 
consumption, be abandoned after a short experience, or will the great civilised Powers which are 
participating in this experiment return to the régime of artificial competition, the system of cartels 
and bounties of which the entire sugar world has not yet been able to forget the disastrous effects ?

Ube Urintbab Cocoa jfactorp.
Dealing with the announcement which we made in a recent issue of the formation of a company 

for the manufacture of cocoa in Trinidad, Confectionery says, “We have heard of a prominent planter 
in Samoa having his cocoa manufactured and tinned in Sydney and brought back to Samoa for local 
consumption, and, of course, there have been several individual makers in the West Indies and 
Demerara who have made cocoa and chocolate for local consumption, to say nothing of the web - 
known “ clock-weights ” that keep for years, and are unequalled for flavour to those who like all the 
fat left in ; but the present venture with Mr. Tucker at its head, is so far the most ambitious attempt 
that has been made to set up a factory for the making of chocolate on the spot where the raw material 
is produced. By doing so it is hoped to partially remedy the loss caused by the unfortunate prices, 
and also to create an important local industry. .

“ There is no doubt, as was recently pointed out in the cocoa market report, that prices of the 
best grades of Trinidad cocoa have been for many months past, and still are, very low in proportion 
to the cheaper kinds. Last year when the commoner grades were seven or eight shillings lower than 
they are now, unsatisfactory as the price then was, the fine and superior marks sold higher in propor- 
tion, and every one expected that when good times came and prices went up ten shil mgs or so (as 
they ought to for Trinidad cocoa to sell at its real value compared to other growths like San Thome 
or Bahia and especially Samana and Sanchez) that the rise would be general for fine and common 
alike.“ Th^“however, has not proved to be the case, for whilst‘‘good middling red " of attractive 
appearance has risen in price from 52s. or 53s. to 59s. or 60s, the fine old marks ^Compensación 
at 64s, San Antonio at 65s, and Soconusco at 67s, still show no improvement on the prices they sold 

at when the others were almost down to 50s.“ Very naturally the planting fraternity at the producing centre protest vigorously against this 
state of affairs. Commenting on the matter the Port of Sfam Gazette, tne leading daily of the capital
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of Trinidad, finds the remedy suggested, to send cocoa less highly cured, a very strange one. Why 
our worthy contemporary should do so it is difficult to say, because our Colonial and foreign buyers 
have said hard enough things of the English manufacturers when they persisted in sending out the 
goods that they (the manufacturers) had to sell rather than what the buyers wished to receive, and yet 
now the tables are turned, and the English and European cocoa and chocolate makers show that they 
do not wish for highly cured cocoa, why should the Trinidad planters, through their oldest and best 
known organ, show that they are aggrieved, especially as the cocoa that is now selling highest in 
proportion to its quality takes less time, and so less labour and wages, to turn out, and loses less 
weight in the sweating and drying ?

“ As it is, London for years has been taking the very best of Trinidad’s marks, which the Con­
tinent could not use to advantage, and which only lately America has attracted her way, though from 
all one gathers the three superior marks already mentioned still come to London in spite of the low 
prices they obtain. Be this as it may, the English manufacturers in general, and the London one in 
particular, are to be punished by Trinidad for not paying higher prices for the fine cocoa she can turn 
out.” For the present, however, this important confectionery trade paper refrains from criticising the 
new venture.

XTbe /BMntng anb jforest Jnbustries ot Guiana.
The total output of gold from British Guiana during the season 1905-6 amounted to 91,925 

ozs., which, although greater than in 1903-4, was 5,686 ozs. below that of 1904-5. The Council of 
the Institute of Mines and Forests of British Guiana in their seventeenth annual report, for copies of 
which we are indebted to the secretary Mr. T. S. Hargreaves, state that the dredging for gold on 
the Conawarook, for which a new and powerful plant was in course of erection, was expected to 
lead to a large increase in the returns. Very little was done in the twelve months under review in 
the direction of diamond working, only 68,701 stones having been declared.

In forest products, Balata represented the highest value, the amount exported being 517,335 lbs. 
of the value of $181,848. With regard to rubber the Council are able to place on record that the 
amount for 1904-5, which was 1,545 lbs., has been more than doubled, the shipment for the last 
year having been 3,822 lbs. A large proportion of this rubber came from the North-West District 
where several rubber-growing concessions have been taken up. The operations in the higher waters 
of the Potaro were retarded possibly by the illness of Dr. Bovallius ; but it is understood that they 
are now proceeding satisfactorily under his management. It seems a great pity, say the Council, that 
the question of rubber cultivation and collection was not taken up in this Colony years ago when it 
was pointed out by Mr. Thiselton Dyer that it was advisable to plant rubber to a large extent. The 
late Mr. Jenman had previous to this made several reports to the Government as to the rubbers of 
the Colony. However, at the present time, considerable attention is being devoted to this subject, 
and, at the forthcoming County Show to be held in Georgetown on September 12th and 13th, under 
the auspices of the Board of Agriculture, a special section has been devoted to forest products, and 
prizes are offered for the best specimens of rubber derived from Hevea, Sapium and Castilloa the 
amounts to be exhibited to be 5 lbs. in weight.

With regard to timber 266,912 cubic feet of Greenheart and Mora to the value of $114 703 
were exported. The exports of ordinary lumber amounted to 20,844 feet, and 1,748 800 Wallaba 
shingles were exported. Wallaba and hardwood posts numbered 4,591 and bags of charcoal 63 930 
Locust and other gums exported amounted to 10,690 lbs. The export of railway sleepers was still in 
the experimental stage, only 2,000, the same quantity as in the preceding year, having been exported 
and it seems to the Council that it might be worth while to send specimens of Mora timber which 
appears to be eminently suitable for railway sleepers, to some of the great railway companies - but 
the difficulty in the way of its profitable exportation would appear to lie in the expense of haulage and 
to the impeded navigation of the rivers which renders water carriage impossible in many of the places 
where Mora is most abundant. A possible remedy for this would be the use of portable machinery 
which could saw the sleepers on the spot, m which case some of the roads which were constructed 
some years ago, and some now in the course of construction, might be utilised for transportation. 
The Council express regret that the total export of forest products amounted only to $354 046 70 “ a 
fact which does not say much for the energy or the enterprise of its inhabitants when we take ’into 
consideration the enormous extent of the virgin forests which it possesses.”

Dealing with the important question of labour, the Council state that the black man makes an 
excellent labourer whether it be as a gold-digger, miner or timber man, when well treated properly 
paid and kept under regular supervision. When, however, any of these conditions are wantiL he is 
are observed”K^at the InS“Ute haS ™adea Point °f s^ing that all these conditions
are observed in s0 far as it possesses the power to enforce them. In the development of the
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interior it is to those of African descent or of mixed African blood, we must look for the future of the 
Colony. I he total number of labourers registered to work in the gold-fields amounted for 1005-6 
to 10,528.

A Warning to Jamaican fruitgrowers.
Dealing with the imports of oranges into the United Kingdom from Jamaica the Fruit-Grower 

reminds the Jamaica growers and senders that the immense advantage which this practical monopoly 
gives should be made the most of. There is no fruit grown more welcome daring the late summer 
and early autumn months than oranges, and Jamaica oranges are specially good from the fact that 
they are thin-skinned, have an exceedingly refreshing juice, and are, in fact, an all-round fine fruit for 
hot weather. There is scarcely any limit to the quantity of such fruit we can take. It should, there­
fore, be a subject for earnest conference amongst the growers and others interested in orange shipments 
from Jamaica to see how far such a demand can be met. The statistics compiled by Mr. B. C. Orgill, 
show that a total of over 84,000 cases of citrous fruits were sent from Jamaica to the United Kingdom 
between Aug. 23rd, 1905, and Feb. 1st, 1906, and that Jamaica has practically the entire market for 
oranges for nearly three months, are interesting from many points of view, and are likely to be very 
carefully digested in all parts of the world where oranges can be grown for export. So that unless the 
Jamaica growers put their house in order at once it is more than likely we shall find these fruits 
reaching us from other sources.

Ube Colonial IRursing Association.
The West Indies were represented by Sir Charles Bruce, Lady Sendall, Sir Frederic Hodgson, 

Sir Henry and Lady Jackson, Sir Hubert E. H. Jerningham, Sir Edward and Lady Noel Walker, 
and Sir William and Lady Haynes Smith at the annual meeting of the Colonial Nursing Association 
which was held recently in the library of the Colonial Office. Lord Ampthill presided, and proceedings 
were opened by Lord Elgin, who, after referring to the official imprimatur given to the Association by 
Mr. Chamberlain, who circularised the Colonies with particulars regarding it, said that when it 
was remembered that Great Britain possessed Colonies in almost every part of the world and that in 
many of these Colonies the conditions were unfavourable to the health of white people, they would 
recognise the inestimable boon which good trained nursing must be, and therefore the debt which the 
country owed to the Association for their endeavours to provide such nursing in the Colonies. The 
tenth Annual Report which was presented recorded a steady and continuous progress. Five new 
private branches had been established since April, 1905, and a former private branch was now revived 
under Government auspices. The total number of nurses at work during the year had been 144 ; of 
whom 108 were employed by Government and 36 as private nurses. Last year the total was 121, 
ninety-four being in Government and twenty-seven in private employment, and the total number of 
nurses sent out since 1896 was 305.

Lord Ampthill, in moving the adoption of the report, said that funds were not increasing as he 
and the Committee would like to see. At present the Association was mainly relying on the con­
tributions of a small circle of subscribers who were connected with the Colonies; and there was no 
reason why they should not obtain contributions and sympathy from a much wider circle. The 
Association had great claims on the sympathy and support of the general public, for their claim was 
based on nothing short of a united Empire, and the furtherance of Imperial policy was not a matter 
only for statesmen, for Parliament, or for speeches, but was a subject in which all must take their share.

Sir Frederic Hodgson, seconding the adoption of the report, testified to the great value of the 
work of the Association on the Gold Coast and Demerara. 1 he report was adopted unanimously. 
In concluding this short account of the meeting, we may add that we shall be very glad to receive, 
acknowledge, and forward to the proper quarter, any donation, however big, towards the funds 
of this deserving Association.

Ipaper from /ibegass.
Two schemes are on foot for the use of the megass or crushed sugar cane in the West Indies 

for making paper. Mr. Bert de Lamarre, whom we are glad to welcome once more to this country, 
expects when he returns to Trinidad in September or October to start a paper paste or pulp factory for 
the working up of the megass from the canes, and the fibre from banana cultivation. In Barbados, 
Messrs Cottle, Catford & Co. have issued a circular announcing the formation of a small syndicate 
with a similar object in view, a patent for the purpose having recently been registered in the Island.
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In order to secure a regular supply of megass for a reasonable time, an endeavour is being made to 
obtain from proprietors the option of purchasing all the megass from their properties for a period of five 
years on the basis of $1.20 per ton for sweepings of approved quality, and for first quality, properly 
dried (such as would be stacked), $5.00 per ton—delivered in town.

“ It is calculated,” says the Agricultural Reporter, “that thirteen tons of canes will yield one ton 
of muscovado sugar and four tons of megass, and calculations are given to show that proprietors would 
profit by selling their megass for the above stated prices and buying coal to use as fuel. It is assumed 
that of the 4 tons of megass produced, 3I tons will be sufficient to boil a ton of sugar, whereas it takes 
one ton of coal to do the same work. Then, taking the price of a ton of coal in the local market at 
$9.00, it appears that the planters’ megass, as consumed for fuel, is only of the value of about $2.60 
per ton. Supposing a planter should make 100 tons of sugar and sell his megass at the price named, 
his profits would, it seems, be very considerable. For 100 tons of sugar there would be 400 tons of 
megass, which at $5.00 would be worth $2,000. But the cost of 100 tons of coal at $9.00 per ton is 
$900. Deducting this amount from the value of the megass, it appears that a clear profit of $1,100 

would result. In view of these 

Photo by
Cricketers in Antigua.

A cricket match between the officials and the Antigua C.C. is an annual fixture 
in the Island, and the group includes the competing teams and some of the fair 
spectators at the match in the present year. Sir Bickham and Lady Sweet-Escott, 
the Chief Justice, the Colonial Secretary, and Captain J. Becke, A.D.C. will be 
recognised.

deductions, the authors of the 
letter say it is obvious that, 
if the syndicate’s experiment 
is successful, the prospects of 
this Island will be wonder­
fully improved. For, taking 
the average crop at 50,000 
tons of sugar, 200,000 tons of 
megass at $5.00 a ton, is 
equal to $1,000,000. Deduct­
ing the cost of 50,000 tons 
of coal at $9.00 a ton, there 
would remain a profit to the 
Island of $550,000, for material 
which is at present burnt. If 
all the calculations contained 
in this circular letter were 
realised, it does appear that 
considerable benefit would 
result from the establishment 
of this paper industry. It 
must be borne in mind, how­
ever, that the undertaking is 
of the nature of an experiment. 
It may succeed or it may fail. 
At any rate, if the syndicate 
will make trial, planters may 
fittingly extend to the enter­
prise all the support which is

in their power to give, and which they may reasonably give.”
While we shall watch this experiment with interest, it must not be forgotten that similar 

attempts to make paper from megass have already been made in British Guiana. Patents were taken 
out m 1883 and the necessary machinery was shipped to the Colony by the late Mr Quintin Houff 
but it was found that the cost was too great, and that the proceeds of the pulp did not compensate for 
the expense involved and experiments were suspended in 1885. An attempt in a similar direction was 
also made with megass from the estates of the New Colonial Company at a later date hnt this 
faded, the paper being covered with black specks, which it was found impossible to remove 
by bleaching or otherwise. Since those days, however, pulp for paper has, of course advanced 
largely in value, and on estates where wood is available, as in some cases in Trinidad or where bv 
improved processes of crushing, the megass becomes less useful as fuel, it is quite possible that success 
may be achieved. In the case of the Barbados scheme it will be noted that the price to be paid is for 
megass delivered in Bridgetown, and that estates proprietors will therefore have to defray the cost of 
transport which is a considerable item of expense with a bulky material like megass Moreover in 
the calculations given above, it is assumed that all the megass sold is of first quality We did not 
realise that megass in Barbados is m excess of sugar requirements to the extent of 25°/ Even 
taking into consideration these points, there should, however, be a fair margin of profit and if a new
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industry can successfully be established in Barbados it will be a matter for general satisfaction In 
any case where megass is available there is a profitable outlet for the interior cellulose fibre in the 
manufacture of the cattle food, molascuit, the demand for which is rapidly broadening in this country.

21 Dunbreb Keats
The Funds of the West India Committee.

The duties of the Treasurer, of the West India Committee were more onerous in 1795 than they are at the 
present day, the funds of the organisation in the eighteenth century being raised by means of a trade rate imposed on 
all produce imported into the United Kingdom, as is shown by the following resolution. But at the same time 
there was no trouble in bringing defaulters to book. The second resolution makes it clear that it was a point of 
honour for the planters to fay their dues* At the General Meeting of the West India Committee on May 
20th, 1795, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, the Right Honourable Lord Penhryn presiding 
it was:— 7 6 ’

TResolveb:—That the Sum of Two Pence be the Afsefsment for the present Year on each 
Hh’d of Sugar, Puncheon of Rum, Bag of Cotton, and 1,000 lbs. Weight of Coffee, and in pro­
portion on all other Articles of West India Produce imported from the 25th March, 1795, to 
the 25th March, 1796, into the Port of London; and the several Outports, and that the 
same be collected by Mr. James Allen, and paid into the Hands of Samuel Long. Esq., 
Treasurer.

IResolveb:—That the Planters who consign their Produce to the Outports, be requested 
to give particular directions for their Proportions, being also paid to the Order of the 
Treasurer.

Ube imperial institute.
The work of the Imperial Institute is devoted principally to the maintenance of a permanent 

exhibit of economic products from the Colonies and India, and scientific and technical research. 
There is also a reference library and a quarterly bulletin is published. In his report on the work of 
the Institute for 1905, Professor Wyndham Dunstan, the Director, deals concisely with each of these 
aspects of it. A large number of exhibits from the Colonial Exhibition of 1905 have been added to 
the West Indian Galleries and numerous additions have been received from the Colonies direct, and 
framed maps of the West Indies have been placed in the Courts. During the year many requests for 
investigation of economic products were received and dealt with, and a number of samples of petroleum 
from Trinidad, which proved to be of good quality, were examined and reported on. Samples of 
Trinidad manjak or pitch were also examined. They were not of good quality and suggestions were 
made for refining manjak so that a better product might be put on the market. A consignment of the 
material so treated was expected from Trinidad. A sample of Jamaica tobacco examined, proved to 
be of excellent quality and experts to whom it was submitted for valuation estimated that it would 
fetch from is. 6d. to 3s. per lb. and would be readily saleable in this country. Considerable progress 
has also been made with the examination of British Honduras tobacco, which, in spite of being grown 
by the natives, without special care, is suitable for importation into this country for manufacturing 
purposes, though it is doubtless susceptible of considerable improvement. A considerable demand 
having arisen for plantain and banana fibres (Musa species) examination was made of two samples 
of the fibre of Musa ensete and Musa ulugurensis from German East Africa. They were valued by 
experts at from ¿40 to ¿"50 per ton. It, therefore, seemed desirable that the possibility of cultivating 
these fibre plants in British territory should be considered, and the Foreign Office was asked to 
send copies of the report to the British Protectorates in East Africa.! Important investigations 
were also conducted with rubber.

According to a Parliamentary paper [Cd. 3,095] just issued the total contributions from the 
Colonies to the Imperial Institute up to March 31st last amounted to ¿32,236 13s. yd., of which 
¿"22,412 14s. lod. were from self-governing Colonies, ¿"51 is. pd. from Zanzibar, and ¿"9,823 18s. qd. 
from the Crown Colonies, the latter including : Bermuda¿"156 5s. iod., British Honduras ¿"436 2s. 3d., 
British Guiana ¿"582 15s. yd., Bahamas ¿"652 3s. 8d., Jamaica ¿"1,249 is. 6d., the Leeward 
Islands ¿"189 os. iod., Trinidad and Tobago ¿"235 14s., and the Windward Islands ¿*449 16s. nd.

* Our “ Hundred Years Ago ” contributor does not intend to imply that this no longer holds good. At the same 
time there are still a few Members of the West India Committee who have not yet paid their dues for the current year. 
We shall make an exception to our rule not to send the Circular to those in arrears, and send them this issue in the hope 
that it will awaken them to the sense of their responsibilities. Ed.

t We have asked the director for copies of this report for the West Indies.—Ed.
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H iRecruit for tbe Brussels Convention.
The adhesion of Switzerland to the Brussels Convention is confirmed. It will take effect fr°m 

September 1st, 1906, and will be subject to the following conditions. As long as Switzerland does 
not export sugar she will not be bound by Articles 2 and 3 of the Convention, which pledge the High 
Contracting Parties to place sugar factories and refineries in bond, and limit the difference between 
the Customs duty and excise duty on sugar to 6 fr. per 100 kilog. for refined, and 5 fr. 50 per kilog. 
for other sugars. The delegate of the Swiss Federal Government will take part in the meetings of the 
Permanent °Commission, and enjoy the right of discussion without that of voting. It is, however, 
expressly understood that in the event of the right to vote being given to the delegate of some new 
power becoming a party to the Convention, though not an exporter of sugar, the same right to vote 
shall be immediately extended to the delegate of the Swiss Federal Government. The signatories to 
the Convention now number eleven, namely Germany, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, France, Great 
Britain, Italy, the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, Holland, Peru, Sweden and Switzerland.

Cbe West Jnbian Cricket Cour.
The West Indians v. Nottinghamshire.

Nottinghamshire placed rather a wreak team in the field against the West Indians on Monday, 
August 13th. They batted first on a good wicket, and compiled 254 runs for five wickets. Payton, 
the&young professional who has come into the side this year, made his first century for the county. 
He batted for two hours and ten minutes and gave no chance. Payton and Iremonger put on 123 for 
the third wicket. A heavy thunderstorm stopped play for the day at the tea interval. The heavy 
rain of Monday afternoon made the wicket rather difficult at Trent Bridge on the following day, and 
throughout, the bowlers held the upper hand. Nottinghamshire increased their total to 296, and after 
getting rid of the West Indians for a small score they made 65 for three wickets in their second 
innings, so that they were 212 runs ahead with seven wickets in hand. Mr. Smith played bright 
cricket for an hour, and J. Gunn hit well for Nottinghamshire. As on Monday, heavy rain fell at the 
tea interval and stopped play for over an hour. The chief feature of the third day’s play at Trent 
Bridge were centuries by J. Gunn and Mr. Challenor. Gunn scored 112 of his side’s full total of 180 
in two hours and ten minutes, and made only one mistake. Mr. Challenor, who with Layne put on 
129 for the first wicket when the West Indians went in a second time 327 behind, scored 108 in just 
over two hours, but he was missed three times. In the end, the match was drawn, the West Indians 
being 35 runs behind with three wickets to fall.—The Times. Score and analysis :—

NOT TINGHAMSHIRE. WEST INDIANS.

First Innings. .
Mr. N. C. V. Turner, c Good­

man, b Ollivierre .......... 13
J. Iremonger, c Ollivierre, b

Smith .........................................76
J. Gunn, cHarragin.b Ollivierre 10 
Payton, b Cumberbatch ... 113 
Mr. R. H. Turner, c Goodman, 

b Layne......................, 6
James, st Constantine, b Smith 28 
Day, c Harragin, b Smith ... 17 
Stapleton, c Ollivierre, b Layne 6 
Hallam, st Constantine, b Smith 7 
Taylor, not out......................... 4
Wass, c Constantine, b Layne 10

Extras..................................... 6

Second Innings.

st Ollivierre, b Smith ... 9

c Layne, b Smith ............... 8
c Cumberbatch, b Smith ... 112 
b Ollivierre .......................... o

c Cumberbatch, b Ollivierre 15
c Constantine, b Layne ... 2
b Ollivierre.......................... 8
not out..................................... 11
b Morrison .......................... 5
b Morrison .......................... 4
c Cameron, b Ollivierre ... 3

. Extras .......................... 3

First Innings.
Mr. G. Challenor, c Taylor, b 

Wass ... ......................... o
Mr. L. Constantine, c R. Turner, 

b Wass ... ... ... ... 2
Layne, run out ... ... ... 15
Mr. S. Smith, c Stapleton,b Wass 43
Mr. H. G. B. Austin, lbw, b

Hallam ............... ... ... 30
Mr. P. A. Goodman, b Hallam 11
Mr. R. Ollivierre, b Hallam ... 10
Mr. A. E. Harragin, cR.Turner, 

b Wass ....................................... 26
Cumberbatch, b Wass ... ... o
Dr. Cameron, not out ... ... 5
Mr. H. S. Morrison, c James, b

Hallam ....................................... 2
Extras ........................... 5

Total ... ... ... 14g

Second Innings.

b Hallam .............................108

c Stapleton, b Iremonger ... 15
c Taylor, b J. Gunn... ... 44
st Stapleton, b Hallam ... 10

b Hallam ... .......... «0
lbw, b Hallam... .......... 18
b Hallam ... ... ... 19

not out ... ............... ... 43
not out.......................................... 13

Extras ...............

Total (7 wkts)

2

... 292Total ............................ 180

BOWLING ANALYSIS.

Total .......................... 296

0. M. R. w. O. M. R. w. O. M. R. w.
Olliviere......... 14 O 58 2 Ollivierre 19-5 5 60 4 Wass ... 23 2 89 5
Smith ......... 39 5 122 4 Smith 22 0 90 3 Hallam ... ... 20.4 7 44 4
Cumberbatch 13 0 SI Layne 6 20 Taylor ... 3 O 8 0
Layne ......... 23.2 7 53 3 Morrison 3 0 7 2 J. Gunn I O 3 O
Morrison 3 0 6 0

The West Indians v. Northamptonshire.

Wass ..........
Hallam
Taylor.........
J. Gunn
Iremonger .

o. M. R.

17 2 80
25 10 39
12 o 72
13 2 47
12 2 52

The West Indians have been showing good form in the later matches of their tour, and they 
made a good start against Northamptonshire at Northampton on Thursday, August 16th. They 
scored nearly 300 runs and then got out four of their opponents very cheaply. At the close of play 
on the following day Northamptonshire with one wicket down in their second innings, wanted 
252 runs to win the game. The West Indians gained a lead of over 200 on the first innings,
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hut when they went in again they were got out cheaply, owing to some good bowling by Thompson 
and East. When the game was continued on Saturday, the home side, with nine wickets in hand, 
wanted 252 to win, but at no time did they look like making the runs, and the West Indians won 
this, the last match of their tour, on Saturday, August 18th, by 155 runs. Mr. Smith once again 
bowled very well, his six wickets only costing 10 runs each. Score and analysis:—

First Innings.
Mr. G. Challenor, b Thompson 
Mr. L. Constantine, b East 
Layne, b Hawtin....................... 
Mr. S. Smith, c B. C. Smith, 

b Hawtin ..........
Mr. P. A. Goodman, c Manning, 

b East .........
Mr. H. Austin, b Thompson ... 
Mr. A. E. Harragin, b East ... 
Mr. R. Ollivierre, b Wells 
Cumberbatch, c B. C. Smith, 

b Cox ..............................
Mr. C. K. Bancroft, c Thomp­

son, b Cox ....................
Mr. C. S. Morrison, not out ... 

Extras...........................

WEST INDIANS.

67
31

107

13
50

7
16

Total 297

First Innings.

Thompson 
East
Hawtin...
Cox
Wells ...

o.
23
22.5
6

16
9

M. R. 
96 
80 
32 
48
25

2
3
2
2

run out ... 
b Thompson 
b Thompson

Second Innings.

c Wells, b Thompson

c Thompson, b East
b Thompson ...
c Stocks, b East
b Thompson.............

st Smith, b East

not out.............
st Smith, b East 

Extras

Total

Second Innings.

Thompson ... 15
East ........... 15.4

M.

3 
6

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

13

24
5
8

13

99

First Innings.
Dr. Pretty, c Cumberbatch, b 

Olliviere.............................
Cox, b Smith ......................  
Stocks, b Smith......................  
Mr. R. W. Hawtin, c Constan­

tine, b Olliviere...................
Thompson, c Cumberbatch, b 

Smith .............................
Mr. W. H. Kingston, c Bancroft, 

b Layne .............................
East, c Olivierre, b Layne 
Mr. T. Manning, b Smith 
Mr. T. Horton, o Smith............  
Wells, not out 
Mr. B. C. Smith, c Cumberbatch, 

b Smith ... .....................
Extras ......................

Total

BOWLING ANALYSIS.
First Innings.

51

2
12

85

47 5
45 4

Ollivierre 
Smith ... 
Layne ... 
Morrison

24-3

M.

3
9
3

15
39
29

Second Innings.

st Bancroft, b Smith 
st Bancroft, b Smith 
c Smith, b Olliviere ...

b Smith......................

c Bancroft, b Ollivierre

b Smith..................... .
b Ollivierre ............
c and b Smith............
c Harragin, b Ollivierre
b Smith......................

not out ...
Extras

Total

Second Innings.

Ollivierre 
Smith ...

28.1
23

M.

3 
8

7
36
6

35

7
20

9
22

7

... 156

R.
91

2

5

3

2

7

5
4

5

2
6

O

46

Consular IReports.
Coffee in Guatemala.

Coffee represents nearly seven-eighths of the total value of the exports. The amount shipped 
during the year, portions of two crops, constitutes a record: 810,816 quintals (calculated as hulled 
coffee), valued officially at ^1,459,469. Germany and the United States are the principal consumers 
of Guatemalan coffee, the latter, however, taking mostly clean coffee. The actual dimensions of the 
last crop are not yet accurately known, but it has been a poor one, under 700,000 quintals. An 
average crop is expected next season.

The Cocoa Industry of Guayaquil.
The information regarding cocoa in the Consular Report on Ecuador for the years 1899-1905, 

is meagre in the extreme, in spite of it being by far the most important article of export. In this 
connection it will be of interest to our readers to know that, at the instance of the Agricultural and 
Commercial Society of Grenada, we have asked the Secretary of State if he will advise our Consuls in 
all cocoa-growing countries to endeavour to collect the fullest possible information regarding the cocoa 
industry.- Reverting to Ecuador it appears that the production of cocoa during the last seven years 
has been practically stationary, the crops of Guayaquil and Puerto Bolivar amounting to :—

Year. 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902

Quantity.
52,596,200 lbs.
38,161,700 ,,
48,254,600 ,,
46,750,600 ,,

Year.
1903
1904
1905

Quantity.
47,426,000 ,,
56,281,000 ,,
45,929,000 ,,

The export of coffee has risen steadily from 2,527,500 lbs. in 1899, and 4,795,100 lbs. in 1905.
The production of sugar throughout the Guayaquil district, is encouraged by an import duty 

on foreign sugar of about 7s. 6d. per 100 lbs., by which the sale price in Ecuador is being kept up to 
2^d. per lb. The total production and exportation has been as follows :—

Year.
1899 ...
1900 ...
1901 ...
1902 ...

Quantity.
Produce.

. 12,368,200 lbs.

. 12,563,900 ,,

. 13,860,800 ,,

. 14,852,300 ,,

Export. 
3,215,000 lbs. 
3,768,200 ,, 

5.900 ,, 
162,800 ,,

Quantity.
Year. Produce. Export.
1903 ••• 12,203,700 ,, 3,785,200
1904 ... 14,142,200 ,, 1,217,400
1905 ••• ... 12,714,600 ,, —•
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Xetter to tbe lEbttor*
Slave grown Cocoa.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Sir,—Just before reading your leading article on the St. Thome slavery, in yesterday s issue of the Circular, I was 

on the point of writing you an account of the way the slave trade is carried on in Angola, where I resided for twelve years. 
I have crossed it from north to south, and from east to west, and am one of the very few white men who have been at the 
mouth of the Quinine River.

After reading Nevinson’s book it is unnecessary for me to write you a description All I can say is that Nevinson 
has in no wise exaggerated the condition of things in Angola. With regard to the slave trade, indeed, he is quite moderate 
in his statements. I was for quite five years stationed on the coast close to the shipping point at Benguella. I have seen 
thousands of slaves shipped away, and during this, the whole time I was there, I never saw or ever heard of one that 
returned. During my stay in Angola slaves could be bought for from £12 to £15 without any trouble.

I have often seen young boys break out of a gang going down to the steamer and bolt. One case in particular I 
remember ; the boy would have got clean away if two other natives had not caught him. I know nothing of the treatment 
slaves get in St. Thome, but on one estate on the Bine trade road by the Olimbinga Mountain, the slaves are there 
shockingly treated, their entire food being sweet potatoes. They were a mass of sores, and while I was staying there a fine 
old negro who ran away was caught by one of the drivers two days from the estate, and because he resisted in walking 
back and sat down on the roadway was shot dead.

I am, &c.
August 16th, 1906. Planter.

[Our correspondent’s letter quite bears out Mr. Nevinson’s statements. A similar letter in 
stronger terms appeared over the signature “ Theobroma ” in the Daily Mail of July 21st. The writer 
said “ in this country the chief buyers* are the large Quaker houses, who largely advertise their pre­
parations of cocoa, but singularly enough never mention that the main ingredient is obtained by slave 
labour.” Though we can hardly believe that this slave-grown cocoa is really used by reputable 
manufacturers in this country, we must, however, again impress upon our readers and through them 
the British public that a large proportion of the cocoa they consume is grown by this system of 
slavery in its worst form.—Ed.] .

Our SLtbrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs of scenery 

or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknowledged from time to time in 
this column.

The Canadian War of 1812, by C. P. Lucas, C.B. Oxford : Clarendon Press. A review of this book will be 
given in an early issue of the West India Committee Circular.

The International Sugar Journal, Vol. VIII., No, 92, August. Altrincham : Manchester. This number contains 
a summary of the conclusions arrived at by the British delegates of the Permanent Commission, based mainly on the 
report of Mr. Rhind, the British Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro, on the Brazilian sugar legislature, the report itself also 
being reproduced in full. Papers by Noel Deer and T. H. P. Heriot on " A method for the preparation of cane products 
for polarimetric assay,” and “ Simple methods of chemical control ” (continued) are also given, and the reproductions 
include papers by H. Pellet on the ” Method to be recommended for extracting the percentage of sugar in the beet,” and 
the *' Estimation of reducing substances in sugar and the different products of the sucrerie.”

motes ot interest.
A CHANGE! The offices of Messrs. Aston W. Gardner & Co., Jamaica Agency, have been 

removed to 68-69, The Gamage Buildings, 118-122, Holborn, where all business is now carried on.
WELL DESERVED. Mrs. Wright, the widow of the late Mr. E. F. Wright, Inspector-General of Police 

of Jamaica, has been given a presentation for her second son, Douglas Alexander Wright to Christ’s 
Hospital. ’

TROPICAL FOLIAGE. Our full-page illustration in the present issue requires no description. It suffices to 
say that it is reproduced from a photograph taken in the neighbourhood of Government House, 
Grenada.

STILL AT IT. To give an idea to which canes attain in Mexico, a bundle was exhibited 
at the Sugar Exchange in New Orleans, which, although not fully matured, measured 15 ft. in height, 
with ten to twelve red joints. The length of the latter is phenomenal.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended August 16th, 36 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6d. per lb. ; West Indian 
Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb.; fine, 14a. per lb.; and extra fine, i5|d. per lb.’ Prices paid 
7jd. to i6d. F

FREE TO READERS. The address on Cotton, delivered before the West India Committee on July 19th 
last, has been published in pamphlet form by the Imperial Department of Agriculture. We shall be

* Of St. Thom^ cocoa.
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glad to forward copies free of charge to any of our subscribers desiring to have them. To others the 
cost will be 6d. per copy.

TANTALISING. It is a matter of common knowledge that there exists in the department of Quiche 
m Guatemala, a gold mine of extraordinary productiveness, but the natives jealously guard the secret 
of its whereabouts, and no exploring party now dares to run the risk of their vengeance bv 
endeavouring to locate it. }
* RAPPROCHEMENT. “ Chamberlain day,” says Confectionery, “ brought a rich harvest to the confectioner.” 

A well-known firm issued small packets of sweets containing portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlain 
which had a big sale. This should tend to improve the relations between our late great Colonial 
Minister and the trade, which used, we believe, to be somewhat strained in the days of the jam and 
pickle arguments.

LABOUR AND A propos to the much talked about visit of representatives of the labour party to 
THE COLONIES, the West Indies, Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald writes to us that it is to be no official 

deputation. The visit is to be purely personal, and owing to the shortness of time at his disposal 
he regrets that he will not, at present, be able to visit the West Indies. He is looking forward, how­
ever, to visiting them later on.
FOR OUR READERS! For the convenience of our readers we have arranged to supply spring-backed filing 

cases for filing the current issues of the West India Committee Circular at 2s. 6d., or post free 3s. each ; 
binding cases with gilt lettering on the back to hold one year’s issues, 2s. each, post free ; a ready 
reckoner (Dollars to Sterling and Sterling to Dollars), mounted on a stout card, 6d., and a Chart 
of Prices of 88 % beet from 1870 to 1840, also mounted on stout card, 6d.

GUIANA MAPS. At the request of Hon. Darnell Davis, Acting Colonial Secretary of the Colony, 
we have pleasure in announcing that maps of British Guiana, including geological maps of different 
portions of the Colony with the accompanying explanatory pamphlets and reports on the mineral 
resources of the Colony, can be purchased from Messrs. Dulau & Co., 37, Soho Square, London, W., 
and from Messrs. Stanfords, 12, Long Acre, at an inclusive price of 2s. 6d. each.

APPLICANTS FOR The attention of those of our readers who require managers, overseers, engineers, 
APPOINTMENTS. clerks, &c., for their estates, is called to the list of applicants for such appointments, 

which appears in the advertisement pages of alternate issues of the West India Committee Circular, 
The last list was given on p. vi. of No. 203, and the next will appear in No. 205. Full particulars 
regarding the insertion of advertisements under the heading “ Appointments Wanted,” can be obtained 
from the Advertisement Manager, the West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.
JAPAN’S ENTERPRISE. An official department has, says the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, been formed in 

Japan for the development of the sugar industry in the Islands of Lion-Kion. Its headquarters will 
be at Okinawa, and it will comprise a director, two advisers, three engineers and five secretaries. 
The objects of the department, which will be under the control of the Minister for Agriculture, will 
be to collect information regarding cane cultivation, and to organise conferences and give instruction, 
and to publish reports, analysis of sugar and of the soil. The expenses of the department for 1906 
are estimated at ¿"13,500.

Ube lEbitor’s HHarg.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the week under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed., Aug. 15—East Denbigh Election. E. G. Hemmerde (L), 5,917; Griffith Boscawen (U), 3,126. Majority 2,791.

No change.—Beet, 8s. njd., quiet.
Thurs., Aug. 16—Severe earthquake in Chile, Valparaiso severely damaged.—Beet, 9s., steadier.
Fri., Aug. 17—Sensational movements on the New York Stock Exchange.—Beet, 9s. o|d., quiet.
Sat., Aug. 18—Beet (morning call), 9s. i£d-, steady.
Sun., Aug. 19_ It was announced that Mr. Fielding, the Canadian Finance Minister, had been unseated owing to the 

bribery by agents at the elections.
Mon., Aug. 20_ Summary of the West Indian Cricket tour in the Sportsman.—Article on West Indian rubber in the 

Financier.—Beet, 9s. 2jd., quiet. .
Tues., Aug. 21_ Article on the West Indian Cricket Team in the Times, page 9.—Revolution breaks out in Cuba.—Beet, 

9s. 2jd.

Contino JEvents.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.
August 30—Return of the West Indian Cricket Team.
Dec. 3, 4&5—Show of Colonial fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall.
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answers to Correspondents.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters of 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “ Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Wednesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for reply.

Sugar.—The earliest known sugar factory was in use in Syria in the early part of the twelfth century. The 
Crusaders found the cultivation of the sugar cane in full swing. There is every reason to believe that the cane grown 
was a short yellow cane. N.B.—Wind mills were not used.

Chemicus.—Sulphate of alumina was used or rather experimented with in the manufacture of Demerara or yellow 
sugar as far back as 1881. It is a common error to speak of this sugar as being coloured—the yellow colour being 
produced absolutely from the colouring matter of the cane juice.

Addiscombe.—There should be no difficulty in finding some planter in Jamaica or Dominica who would be 
willing to “ board and lodge ” you during your visit to one of those Islands for two or three months at say 25 - or 30/- 
per week. We will send you the names of several planters in these Islands who are glad to take pupils, if this will meet 
your views.

Lyonesse.—There are no openings for women in Barbados. A certificated teacher of drawing, painting, or needle­
work would find it very hard to get an appointment, and the boarding-house business, which is already rather overdone, 
requires capital and local experience. The fact that in Jamaica and Trinidad there are Women s Self-Help Societies 
speaks for itself.

Distiller.—With a pot still the highest strength of the high wines should be 54° O.P. with the manufacture of 
40° O.P. rum. Should this strength not be obtained in the early running of the still, there is probably something wrong 
with the rectifier, or the proportions of the still. Within certain limits spirits of any desired strength can be run with a 
patent still, but the strength wanted should be specified.

Bedford.—The best parts of Jamaica for growing bananas are St. Mary, where 21,174 acres are now under this 
form of cultivation Portland, 6,014 acres, and St. Catherine, 7,936 acres. St. Thomas, though subject to storms, has 4,732 
acres m bananas. St. James comes next with 1,012 acres, and the Clarendon with 1,010 acres Cacao is principally grown 
in St. Mary, which has 1,803 acres under cacao, St. Catherine 1,595 acres, St. Thomas 586 acres, and Portland«! acres. 
Out of a total of 774-96i acres in Jamaica, 44,325 were under bananas and 4,628 acres under cacao in 1905

Weather ^Telegrams.
British Guiana (Messrs. Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd.), August 21st. “ Weather 

favourable for cultivation. (Messrs. Curtis Campbell & Co.) August 2Ist. “ Weather showery and 
favourable for cultivation. Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.) week ended 

2nd and 3rd, fine, 4th, rain; 5th to 8th, fine. Kingston : 2nd toAugust 8th. Port Antonio : 
6th, fine ; 7th to 8th, rainy.

/¡bail Arrangements.
Outward Mails.

Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for
Aug. 23 Demerara and West India Islands Letters in Ldn.

„ 24
(Jamaica excepted) .............. * Glasgow ...

Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia Direct Line Crown of Navarre ’ ’ Aug. 23, 6 p.m.
and Dominica), Grenada, Trini­
dad and Demerara ... ... fDartmouth Direct Line ‘ ‘Saba’ ’.. 25 Bermuda and Jamaica ... ... A von mouth... LD.W.I.M.S. 

Leyland Line
,, 24, noon.

„ 30
» 30

Barbados and Trinidad ... ... Liverpool
Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada,

‘' Port Kingston ’ ’ 
“ Floridian ”

,, 24, |6 p.m. 
„ 29,

and Demerara (St. Lucia and 
Dominica) Trinidad .............. Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. “ Trent ” ,, 29, mdn't.

Homeward Mails.
Date.

Aug. 27
„ 29

Where From. -
The West Indies.................................... Company.
Jamaica ............................................... a™ RM.S.P.Co.
J ••• Avonmouth... I D W I M S

•Letters should be addressed per private S.S. " Crown of Navarre ” ’

Packet.
“ Trent ” 

“ Port Antonio ”

J ” » » » » > » ,» 0.0.
; In E.C. District up to 8 p.m. baba,” via Dartmouth.

Ube /¡balls.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Outward Bookings oer r ivt q -d

August 30th. Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Madge, Mr. and Mrs. Stolk Mr W K AI Trent” (Captain A. P. Dix),
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. C. Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. Stierlen, Mr. Hamilton Mr ^11«’ and Mrs A- Lowe, Mrs. Cufflin, 
L. Wessels, Mr. C. H. Barclay, Mrs. Dias Granados, Miss Granados Mr Incf n3' Woodroffe, Mr. E. Axmacher, Mr. 
Bryce, Mr. A. Tirado, Mr. G. Kriiger, Mr. Hy. A. J. Chapman Miss A™ Granados, Mr. and Mrs. Araujo, Mr. J. 
Mr. J. Price, Mr. Jas. Smith, Mr. and Miss Reis, Mr. H. M. Abbott Mr S^i?’ ^Ir' Vernon Smith, Mr. Hy. Price, 
Miss Simpson. °DOtt’ Mr- Belt, Mr. Velntini, Mr. Forbes, Mrs. and
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The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. “ Port Henderson ” (Capt. 
W. R. Rowe), August 15th. Jamaica:—Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Anderson, Rev. F. Bavin, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Clerk, 
Mr. D. G. Casseres, Miss J. Davis, Mr. J. E. B. Duck, Rev. W. Head, Mr. H. C. Heselton, Mrs. C. G. Hudson, Mr. 
W. G. Hutchince, Mr. L. Keer, Mr. W. T. Diddle, Mr. J. B. G. Lynch, Mr. and Mrs. F. Lehmann, Mrs. E. C. May, 
Mr. G. Otto, Miss Rice, Miss B. G. Smith, Mr. F. S. Sanguinetti, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Stephens, Mr. Shaw, Miss Sutton, 
Miss Thompson, Mr. B. Thomas, Miss Walker, Mr. G. White.

Sports from Jamaica*
Sugar Cocoa Rum Coffee Coconuts Cotton Pimento Bananas Oranges
tons. cwts. galls. cwts. lbs. cwts. bunches

April i to July 21, ’06 7,i73 32,581 731.779 10,873 2,003,295 15.063 21,052 5,634,408 6,020,321
.................... 22, ’05 5,385 13.802 625,141 7.589 1,428,830 28,620 19,260 5.535.514 3.034.764

Some West Jnòian Securities.
We shall be glad to include any other 11 West Indian Securities” which are officially quoted, in the following 

list at the request of any of our readers in the West Indies. The Bank Rate stands at per cent, (changed on 
June 21st, 1906), and Consols (^ per cent.) are quoted 81^6-

A new British Guiana Loan.

Present 
Amount.

Stock or 
Shares.

Paid. Dividend. Price.

100,0001. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4% 100-102
375,oool. « Barbados- - 3J „ „ 1925-42... 100 3i% 99-100xd
194,5001. British Guiana 4 „ „ 1935... 100 4% 106-108
123,670!. - Grenada - - 4 „ 1917-42... 100 4% 101-103
1,098,9071. ff Jamaica - - 4 „ 1934... 100 4% 107-109
85.4791- St. Lucia - - 4 „ 1919-44................. 100 4% 101-103

422,593h Trinidad - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 100-102xd
6oo,oool. n Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44... 100 3% 86-88

100,000 20 The Colonial Bank ¿6 7% 5f-6i

15,000 100 Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 95 5% on pref. 61-63
6oo,oool. Stock. „ „ „ „ „ Ord. Stock................. 100 — 50-52
9oo,oool. Stock. „ „ „ „ „ Pref. Stock................. 100 5% 93-95
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 4i% 90-93

26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5 —
46,874 5 „ „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref........................ 5 — 2f-3i

347,5001. Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 81-83

345,oool. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6 % 99-102

5000 i The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd ¿T — —

165,0001. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock ................. 100 — 19-22

115,0001. Stock. „ „ „ 7% Preference ................. 100 4 % 99-102

31.250
7o,oool.

10
Stock.

n „ „ 4 % Extension Preference...
„ 4 % Perpetual Deb. Stock

10
100

4S.
4%

8-9
96-98

65.5°°!- 100 Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within 
Nos. 1 to 1200) red. 100 4à% 100-102

12,000 5 Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd.................................. ¿2 10 0 6 % —

37,900!. 100 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.
4à% 100-102(within 1 to 1200) red............................................................... 100

10,000 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd....................................... 5 5 % —

88,321 IO W I & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ................. 10 — â’à

34.563 10
n „ „ 6% Cum. 1st Pref. 10

10
5s- 6i-6f

4.669 
8o,oool.

10 
TOO , 5% Deb. .................100 5% 99-102

£ 7 0,000for an issue ofThe Crown Agents for the Colonies invited subscriptions on behalf of British Guiana 
offered in the form of 4 per cent. Immigration Stock at a minimum price of 100 per cent. The loan is secured on the 
revenues of the Colony which for 1905-6 amounted to ¿522-479. m comparison with ¿512,972 in 1904-5. and ¿555-853 m 
1903-4 The toUl public debt of the Colony amounts to ¿837.720. Tenders amounted to ¿297,000, and varied from 
¿Too to ¿102 3s Tenders at ¿100 16s. will receive about ¿43 of the amount applied for ; those above that price in full. 

The average price obtained was ¿100 16s. nd.

The West Indian Agency Company, Ltd.
Registered 30th July. Capital ¿1,000, in ¿1 shares (ro management). Objects ; To carry on in West Indies or 

1 U J• r. Af awnts general merchants, bankers, capitalists, financiers, concessionaires, &c. No
elsewhere the business of woollen merchant, C. C. Whitney, merchant, G. C.
initial public issue. Among the signatories are j. ■
Hetford, mining engineer. Registered without articles of association.
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ZIbe ¡Produce ilharhets’ Summary.
SUGAR.—F. O. Licht’s Consumption, September/July, 1 1 months.

Convention Europe 
America

1905/6. 
3,930,000 
1,730,000

1904/5. 
3,490,000 
1,620,000

1903/4- 
3,850,000 Tons. 
1,620,000 ,,

5,660,000 5,110,000
F. O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st August, even dates.

5,470,000

Known world
1906.

2,090,000
1905.

1,720,000
1904.

1,490,000 Tons.
The position of sugar is undoubtedly improving, and the great increase in this year’s production is gradually and 

surely being absorbed, with the result that after eleven months of the crop we are left with under 400,000 tons excess in 
visible supply out of the 2,500,000 tons additional production. This is a very important feature, and should help to 
insure a paying price for sugar growing during the coming season of 1906-7. Of course, the future range of values will 
mainly depend on the way the growing beet crops ultimately turn out. Up to the present impartial accounts describe the 
crops everywhere as being normal, with a certain less amount of land put under cultivation. With this condition of 
things, and if nothing of an unfavourable nature takes place in the weather from now to crop time, a reduction in out-turn 
in Convention Europe should be a certainty, and will help to consolidate the partial improvement in prices that has 
already commenced. The Cane crops bid fair to be on a liberal scale, but being tropically grown are always subject to 
many vicissitudes. Altogether the outlook is now healthier than it has been at any time during the last eighteen months

The moment’s quotations of 88% beet are .-—August, 9s 2|d. ; September, 9s. id.; October/December, 8s lod 
•v/March mn'r Xa ttH anrl no nia oil ---1--------1 tt_ _.iJanuary/March, 1907, 8s. nd., and May, 9s. o^d., all free on board’ Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe ................
United States
Cuba and Cargoes afloat

1906 
1,680,000 

300,000 
160,000

1905
1,160,000 

210,000 
490,000

on uneven dates are as follows :—
1904

1,580,000
140,000
250,000

1903
1 >750,000 

280,000 
350,000

1902 
1,830,000 Tons. 

140,000 ,,
410,000 ,,

Total ............................. 2,140,000
Quotations of 88% Beet, 21st Aug. :— 9s. 2|d.

1,860,000
9s. 5d.

to meet withVacuum Pan Sugar.—Yellow crystallised continues __ ____  
tone is quiet. Considerable sales have recently been made within the range

1,970,000
10s. 6£d.

2,380,000
8s. 5Jd.

2,380,000
6s. 2d.

a ready outlet, although at the moment the
in smalfquantities from l6s to I?. 6d. The value of ^e^ito redin' £ 3d. ’For“

IOS. 3d. should be obtainable on floating terms, in bond. ° g 9 est to Kenners,
Molasses Sugar is selling pretty freely; dark qualities, 10s. to 10s. 6d., and fine grocerv un to To

89 test is still selling at 8s. on floating terms, in bond. grocery up to 14s. To arrive,

Muscovado.—There is no grocery Barbados here, and values range from 13s 6d to 14s 6d 
should command about 9s. in bond, on floating conditions. ’

West India Figures since 1st Jan.
Imports...
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised
Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for 7 months :

1906.
45.000
31,000
22,000

15s. 3d

Home Consumption 
Stocks 31st July 

Stocks in London :
Jamaica 
Demerara ...
Total of all kinds

1906.
9300
5900

21,200

z9°5- 
31,000 
26,000 
15,000 
17s. 6d.

1906.
2,150,000 
7,250,000 

z9°5- 
10,100

5400 
23,800

To Refiners, 89 test

1904. 1903 1902.
34.000 19,000 53,000 Tons
32,000 28,000 28,000
15,000 20,000 28,000

17s. Od. 15s. 9d. 13s. Od.

The Market is steady at an advance of |d. per gallon in Demerara with 
io^d. Jamaica is firm, with a quotation of 2s. 2d for approved Mark’s

1905- 
2,030,000 
8,470,000 

1904.
11,200

9900 
29,000

to is. 2d.
Cocoa.—Board of Trade Returns for 7 months : 

Imports
Home Consumption
Stocks 31st July

Stocks in London :
Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

a fair business doing. 
Leewards and Foreign :

1904.
2,160,000 Galls.

10,100,000 ,, 
1903.

11,200 Puns.
7600 ,,

28,400 ,, 
, chiefly from lod. to 
kinds are quoted qd.

1906.
15.844
12,887

4793 
1906.

12,200
8700

z9°5- 
22,500 
16,900

z9°5- 
14,886 
11 >757

5851
1904.

28,100
17,900 
98,000

1904. 
19,005 Tons.
I2>779 ,,

6725 
1903-

20,100 Bags.
11,600 ,,69,000 86 000

The Market is steady, with an improvement of is. in fermented West India th™ t " : TI , ■ ,,
as is also Native cocoa. The present quotations are : Trinidad fair collected s8s F t timida-d, which is unchanged, 
fair, 49s., fermented, 53s. to 55s. From other Islands fair Native is worth about a^ ^Af MarkS’ 58s- to 63s. ; Grenada

Coffee.—Unchanged. Good ordinary Jamaica, 4ts. to 43s. 4? 52S. to 55s.

76,000

Nutmegs.—Steady. Large sales of West India including 56’s at 2s 6d 64’s at T a

84’s at 9|d.. 94’s at 7|d., 100’s at 7d., 108’s at 6£d., 120’s at 6d., 130’s at «Gd tnd t..^' 3T Is’ 5d- 75’s at io.Jd., 
Good pale realised is. 6d. to is. yd., fair pale, is. 5d., fair red, is. 3d. to is Id and h 4? S at per b’ Mace.—Firm. 
Dull again. Quotations nominal. Pimento.—Quiet at 2§d. to 3|d. 4 ’ Dr°Ken, io£d. to is. id. Ginger.

Arrowroot.—Fair sales of St. Vincent at i£d. to 2d., the latter price being the nominal val„ c a
Lime Juice.—Unchanged at nd. to is. 3d. Concentrated, firm, value Z22 m r 1 u°f manufacturing- 

2S. 6d. to 2s. gd. Distilled Oil, scarce, value, 2s. 6d. ’ 2 IOS’ to 423- Hand Pressed, steady at
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XIZHEN the West Indian Cricket team arrived at Southampton on June 3rd, we extended to 

’ * them a hearty welcome, and expressed the hope that their tour might be successful in every 
respect. Our hope has not unfortunately been altogether fulfilled, the West Indians having succeeded 
in winning seven only out of nineteen matches, while they lost ten, as compared with five matches won 
and eight lost out of the seventeen played in 1900. But on the whole they have not done so badly, and we 
imagine that they will be better pleased to return defeated by genuine first class county teams than with 
a number of barmecide victories over weak combinations to their credit. They will have learnt much from 
their tour, and the knowledge which they have acquired with regard to thegeneral conditions of firstclass 
cricket in this country will be disseminated, wre hope, through the cricket clubs of the West Indies, 
in some of which tendency has of late years manifested itself to allow cricket to give place to more 
effeminate games such as lawn tennis. Of the nineteen matches played this season thirteen were officially 
considered “ first class.” In the matches falling under this category, Yorkshire, Northamptonshire and 
All Scotland were defeated, and in the case of the first named county, in spite of the fact that Hirst and 
Haigh stood down, the victory was considered a highly creditable one. Throughout the tour the 
team won more commendation for their batting than for their bowling or their fielding, which was 
freely commented upon as showing signs of slackness. This was especially noticeable with the black 
members of the team. The honours of the tour undoubtedly fell to Mr. Sydney Smith, of Irinidad, 
who scored 1107 runs and took 116 wickets for less than twenty runs apiece. Mr. Challenor and 
Mr. Constantine each made more than 1000 runs in the tour. Of the bowlers, Lane and Mr. 
Ollivierre came next to Mr. Smith, and both did their fair share towards averting disaster. Mr. 
Harragin on the few occasions on which he played showed himself to be well up to county form. It 
is to be regretted that the visit of the West Indian team did not arouse greater enthusiasm. On no 
occasion were the gates of large dimensions, but if the Yorkshire match had taken place earlier in 
the tour the results might have been far different. Owing to the holiday season and to the dispersal 
of the members of the team throughout the United Kingdom, it was not possible for the West 
Indian Club to entertain Mr. H. B. G. Austin and his colleagues at a banquet prior to their departure 
as they did immediately after their arrival, but we have no hesitation in saying that the good wishes 
of the members of the West Indian Club, of the West India Committee, and also of all interested in 
our West Indian Colonies, will go with the team on their return journey to-morrow. We bid them 
au revoir but not good-bye, and hope that before another visit of a West Indian Cricket team to this 
country there will not be such a long interval as there was between the departure of the first and 

the arrival of the present combination.

THE present unsettled condition of Cuba brings forward again prominently the question of the 
future of that Island. As matters stand at present, the insurrection if such it may be 

called—appears to be confined to small isolated conflicts with authority, but at any moment, in a
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politically volcanic country like Cuba, it may assume formidable proportions. Should it o so, 
there is little doubt but that the United States will step in and settle matters to their own 
satisfaction. What form that settlement may take it is impossible to say. It might be that our 
American cousins, while maintaining the nominal independence of Cuba, will content themse ves 
with further strengthening their controlling position. On the other hand, it is quite on the car s 
that by way of settling matters once for ah, annexation may take place. But whatever 
occurs, we may be certain that the result of the present condition of things will mean that 
American influence in Cuba will become more dominant. In a previous issue we pointed out how 
completely the effect of the English Treaty under negotiation is nullified by the recent amendments 
introduced in the Cuban Senate—amendments which, as we pointed out at the time, there was 
evidence to show were the outcome of the supposed intention of the present British Government 
to retire from the Brussels Convention, and which permitted the interference of the United States 
whenever internal trouble was calculated to prejudice the interests of American subjects and American 
capital in Cuba. The present outbreak gives at once an opportunity for intervention, which we 
may be certain will take place directly these interests are affected. So far as the sugar question is 
concerned, we may be certain that the United States will not be likely to allow the next crop to be 
prejudiced, and that the effect of any further action on the part of the United States Government 
will be to develop the industry further, and to render the American still more independent of outside 
supplies. This, however, is a secondary matter compared with the further shutting out of British 
trade which will result. The tightening of the grasp on Cuba by our transatlantic brethren will 
mean that only such products will be interchanged between Cuba and British ports as suits America, 
who will dictate their own conditions of transport. No matter how the question is regarded, the 
result of the laisser aller policy of Great Britain towards the West Indies, British and foreign, is 
again in evidence. We have repeatedly called attention to the political and commercial trend of 
events in the Caribbean. Matters are marching very quickly. Every day brings a further decline 
of British influence, and with it of British trade in the West, just at the time when the prospective 
completion of the Panama Canal augurs well for a new era of prosperity and importance for the 
West Indies. The present state of affairs in Cuba promises to afford an additional factor in the 
situation.

Cotton as a Catcb Crop.
Mr. Arthur M. Lee has forwarded to the Imperial Commission of Agriculture the following 

summary of the working and results of cotton as a catch crop for the past season on his two 
Estates in St. Kitts :—

Estate A. Estate B.
Area in Cotton 41 acres. 44i acres.
Rainfall from May to April 52 inches. 61 inches.
First Sowings April, 1905. May, 1905.
Reaping ended March, 1906. March, 1906.
Total weight Seed Cotton .. 24,134 lbs. 38,548 lbs.
Total shipping weight Lint..................................... 6,646 lbs. 9,765 lbs.
Average proportion of Lint to Seed Cotton .. 27-04%. 2 5'34%.
Average Lint per acre 161 lbs. 219 lbs.
Average Cost per acre •• £312 5 ¿4 12 4
Average Return per acre 81911 10 19 1

Average Clearance per acre ••¿57<5 /6 6 9

Average Price obtained per lb. Lint • • I3'32d. 1 i-g8d.
Last year the value of the cotton seed was deducted from the cost of growing. This year there 

is no such deduction. The crushed seed was used as cattle food, and went back to the fields as 
manure. Last year, cotton was charged 25s. per acre for manure for the subsequent principal crop. No 
such charge has been made this year. Estate A suffered but little from pests. On Estate B one 
field was practically destroyed by leafmite. Sulphur and lime were applied with very poor results, and 
the bush was burned. The Manager reports that there have been no visible ill effects of catch crop 
on subsequent crops.
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advertise tbe Wiest Indies.
Indies a™ taking ta^gfble fo™ ^UndeX^cr<°f Mrj Alfred West to the West 
a display of his InimSed ph^toeranh, Our Mercantile Marine and Our Colo^^
Portsmouth. The views include the following item * i1105* enthusiastic reception at 
boatmen and diving boys- Trinidad a ride oitahA < at Bridgetown, Barbados, the
Through the Coolie Village “the Blue Basin he P r C Car trough the Port-of-Spain, 
and Valley, Panorama from Morne Bruce ’ i 7 °f 7’ ; Dominica, Roseau Town
the Markets Loading ¿ananTs Natives ¿anctae RiVZ tO?^- S"phur S™; Jamaica’ 
Car, Scenes by the Wavside Constant Klngston on the Electric Tram
Native children leaving School A ride d p t Regiment at Church Parade,
Morning in the Mountains lack’s TTill n, n n t an<t Port Antonio Railways, Sunday women^c!  ̂ C1'mb^ trees for cocoa-nuts, W the nativ^

inman volumes ana aiso to tneir produce and capabilities.

Ube West Jnbian Cricket Cour.
mdebte^to^h? qT 7 the Cricket team return to the West Indies to-
indebted to the Sportsman for the following statistical summary of their tour •—

RF.STTT.'TQ r»I? mati-utc j

•-morrow. We are
RESULTS OF MATCHES.

v. First Class Counties 
Other First Class Contests ..

Won Drawn Lost
6 .

Total 
- 9 
• 4

Total First Class 
Minor Matches 3

4
8
2

13
6

Total ..

w T SUMMARY OF RUNS.—ALL MATCHES.
West Indians scored 8068 runs for 359 wickets; average per wicket, 

22.47. Opponents scored 7426 runs for 334 wickets; average per 
wicket, 22.23.

FIRST CLASS MATCHES ONLY.
West Indians scored 5583 runs for 249 wickets ; average per wicket, 

22.42. Opponents scored 5608 runs for 216 wickets: average per 
wicket, 25.96.
______________ SUMMARY OF BATTING.

Date and place.
June ri, 12 .. West Indians
Crystal Palace.. "

7

June 14, 15, 16..
Leyton ..

Mr. W. G. Grace’s XI.
Lost by 247 runs. 

West Indians

.. 2 .. 10 .. 19 
ist Inn. 2nd Inn. Ttl.
.. 156 .. 128 .. 284
.. 345 •• 186 .. 531

June 18, 19, 20.. 
Lord’s ..

Essex
Lost by in runs. 

JWest Indians

•• 379 •• 131 •• 5*o
.. 226 .. 395 .. 621

58 .. 298 .. 456

June 21, 22, 
Ealing ..

June 25, 26
Oval

.. Lord Brackley s XI.......................... 213 .. 246*.. 459
Lost by two wickets. ♦Eight wickets down.

23.. fWest Indians .............................204 .. 336 .. 540
■ ■ Minor Counties .. .. .. igo .. 135 .. 325

Won by 215 runs.
.. West Indians

June 29, 30
Swindon

.. Surrey
Lost by ten wickets.
.. JWest Indians
.. Wiltshire ..

.. 306
♦No wicket down.
............................. T49

121 .. 231
47

352
353

•• 233
July 2, 3, 4 
Southampton

July 9, 10
Cardiff ..

Lost by 86 runs.
.. West Indians .. .. .. 166 .. 293
.. Hampshire.......................... .. 34g .. ni«
Lost by six wickets. *Four wickets down.

81 .. 230
83 .. 3ï6

■ 459
. 460

.. fWest Indians 
.. South Wales

•• 324 -- 176 ..
.. 102 .. 120 ..

T Won by 278 runs.
July 12, 13 .. West Indians
Catford Bridge.. Kent .. .. .. .. .. 471 .. __

Lost by an innings and 14 runs.
.. West Indians .. .. .. 240 .. 115 ..
.. M.C.C. and Ground .. .. 269 .. 87*..
Lost by six wickets. *Four wickets down.

21. . West Indians .. .. .. 233 .. 242 ..
.. Derbyshire .. .. .. .. 217 .. 259*..

Lost by six wickets. *Four wickets down.
25. . West Indians .. .. .. 249

.. All Scotland.. .. .. .. 147
Won by four wickets. *Six wickets down.

28. . West Indians .. .. .. 201 .. 158 .,
.. An England XI.................... .. 138 .. 129*.

Drawn (rain). *Four wickets down.
Aug.r fWest Indians .. .. .. 240 .. 144 .
1 .. Northumberland and Duiham .. 148 .. 91 .

.. 248 .. 209 ..

500
222

457
471

355
356

July 19, 20, 
Derby ..

July 23, 24, 
Edinburgh

203*.
304 •

475
476

452
4SI

July 26, 27, 
Blackpool

July 30,31,/ 
Sunderland

Won by 145 runs. 
West Indians

359
267

384
239

Aug. 2,3, 4 _________ ____
Harrogate .. Yorkshiie .. .. .. .. 50 .. 263 .. 313

Won by 262 runs. *Six wickets down. finnings declared closed.
Aug. 6, 7, 8 -
Leicester

.. 270 .. 305*1 575

Aug. 10, 
Norwich

.. West Indians

.. Leicestershire
Lost by 24 runs.

.. JWest Indians

.. 242 .. 326 .. 568
•• 274 .. 318 .. 592

Aug. 13 14, i5.. 
Nottingham

Aug. 16, 17, 18..
Northampton ..

Norfolk
Won by an innings and n! 
West Indians

-• 375 •• — •• 375
.. 91 .. 166 .. 257

Notts. ..........................
Drawn. *Seven wickets down.

:8 runs.
149 .. 292*.. 441
296 .. 180 .. 476

West Indians
Northamptonshire..

Won by 155 runs.
J Does not count as first class.

•• 297 .. 99 .. 396 
.. 85 .. 156 .. 24T

June

1
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0.
 H
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. 0 

S 
c5
J 
O 
0 C

. S
. M
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so
n.

R
. A

. O
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J.
 E

. P
ar

ke
r.

S.
 G

. S
m

ith
.

June il 0 4 89 2 0 17 16 14 — _ __ 2
4 4 0 3 2 50 20 0 — —— —— *30

» 14 74 18 — 14 0 51 106 15 — 43 3 *10
16 6 — 16 0 9 9 5 I — 15 3 *46

». 25 4 7 8 12 — — 23 21 — 2 4 H
40 0 26 47 —— — 57 7 — 12 18 *0 T

July 2 0 *10 33 0 3 38 15 — O 12 — 48
14 23 4 6 »5 27 18 — — *4 67 — roo

., 12 14 53 24 8 14 32 3t — 13 *0 17 — 20
34 4 0 30 0 8 51 — *14 0 32 — 29

» 16 0 59 0 *59 20 —— — 16 0 14 15 29
10 29 27 7 0 8 — — T 8 0 8

» 19 2 —— 21 34 16 *8f — 3 5 13 r5 — 35
38 — 20 26 *5 6 — 63 17 6 40 — 2

It 23 -ö8 13 0 68 I 13 — 19 31 2 14 —— IO
7 •4 90 *3 — *44 — 26 — 6 — 6

,, 26 29 23 54 30 —— — 2 — *9 0 12 8
12 15 ’4 Si 22 —— — O — 4 21 5 0

Aug. 2 15 *15 8 79 2 14 — 63 — 22 7 31
!3 *17 47 31 — 102 — 50 — —— 10 — 23

6 10 3 36 92 12 — 0 17 *0 19 — 24
68 0 »3 50 20 30 — 5 I *7 4 — 43

» 13 40 —— 0 2 0 26 15 — 2 IO — 43
20 — 108 15 •13 18 *43 44 — — 19 — 10

» 16 0 67 31 5 107 13 0 — *7 50 — 0
5 *21 13 I 2 24 8 0 — 3 13 — 2

Totals 529
266 I684 776 223 1 .607 412 465

>55 1
72

480 1
49 571

18

29

July 9

30

Aug. 10

Totals

Minor Matches.

il 19 16 — — 0 4 4 *10 41 — 30
I 5 47 12 —— — 86 31 4 — 70

— — 15 40 *15 8 68 9 2 2 U 0 23
— — 44 43 0 0 63 25 21 ‘ I T IO 0 93

*32 — 2 — 3 27 8 0 — I —— 52
9 — — *0 7 2 2 5 — 0 — 25
0 3 20 65 0 0 — — — 6 75 6 *140
5 3 24 4 *25 25 — — — 8 22 17

17 28 97 37 —— II I — 0 *0 41
24 I U 27 •15 IO —— 0 0 — 2 9 32
32 — 37 41 *26 88 0 62 0 — 42 24 6

660 317 1017 1025 308 809 639 610 192 120 691 89 1107
Dr. J. Cameron scored 5 and 2 (July 2), 1 and 2 (July 19), 4 and 2* 

(July 26), 12 (August 2), and 5* (August 13); total (first class matches), 
33; and 9 and 3 (June 29), and o and 28 (July 9); total (all matches), 73.

T. J. Burton scored • i and 5 (June 11), and 7* and 19 (June 25: 
total (first class matches), 32 ; and o and 9* (June 10), and 2 and 5 (June) 
29) ; total (all matches), 48. * Signifies not out.
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BATTING AVERAGES—ALL MATCHES.
No. Times Most 
of not Total in an 

Matches, inns. out. runs. inns. Aver.

BOWLING AVERAGES—FIRST CLASS MATCHES ONLY.

19 •• 37 •• 4

Mdns. Runs. Wkts. Aver. 
..1251 -- 5» •• 21.56 
.. 819 .. 34 •• 24.08 
..1608 
.. 371

Inns. Overs.
Ollivierre, R. A. 19 . 33'-' • • 4»
Layne, O. H... 18 . 261.2 . 39
Smith, S. G. .. 23 • 492.3 • - 72
Morrison, C. S. »3 • . 121.2 . . 26
Goodman, P. A. - 63 . • 4
Cumberbatch, C. P. . 18 . - i9'-5 - • 3'
Burton, T. J. .. 4 • - 37-4 • - 5
Parker, J. E. .. 4 • - 49 - 5

34
66 24.36

26.50
29.00
29.95
41.66

..1107..140*..33.54 

.. 639.. 86 . 31.95 
.1025.. 92 ..29.28

Smith, S. G. (Trinidad) .. 
Harragin, A. E. (Trinidad^. 
(Constantine, L. S. (Trinidad) 
Challenor, G. (Trinidad) .. 
(Goodman P. A. (Barbados) 
Layne, O. H. (Barbados) .. 
Austin, H. B. G. (capt.) (Barbados) 18 
Ollivierre, R. A. (St. Vincent) ..18 
Bancroft, C. K. (Barbados).. 
Cumberbatch, C. P. (Trinidad) 
(Burton, T. J. (Demerara) 
(Learmond, G. C. (Trinidad) 
Morrison, C. S. (Jamaica) .. 
Cameron, Dr. T. (Jamaica) .. 
Parker, J. E. (Demerara) ..

•Signifies not out. ( Denotes
AVERAGES.—ALL MATCHES.
Inns. Overs. Mdns. Runs. Wkts. Aver.BOWLING

Smith, S. G.
Morrison, C. S.
Layne, O. H.
Ollivierre, R. A. ..
Cumberbatch, C. P.

.. 18 

.. 18 

.. 16 
-• 15

14
17 

4

35
35
31
29
35
35
28
3»

8
22

1017..108
809..107
610..106

. 66a.. 74
691 . 75

■ 3*7.- 53
. 308.. 59’
• 48-19

192

73

3»
13
28

29.05 
28.89 
,21.03 
,23.'O
19-74 
I3-78

.13 39 

. 9.60 
• 9-<4

7-3°. . 7 .. - -
9 . 16 .. 2 .. 89.. 24 .. 6.35 

players who visited England in 1900.

- 35 •• 733-5 
. 19 .. 207.2 
. 27 .. 358.4 
. 26 .. 396.5 
. 24 .. 246.5 
. 7 •• 93-4 
. 12 .. 69

41
56
54
46

2240 .
591 • 

1125 .
1421 .
852 .
274 •
253 •

Burton, T. J. 
Goodman, P. A...................—
Parker I. E..........................7 • • 64 .. 8 .. 227 ..

Dr. j. Cameron (7-0-36-0) bowled in two innings, and

16 .
30 •
57 • 
7' •
31 •
9 •
8 .

. 19.3» 
• 19-7° 
• 19-73 
. 20.01 
. 27.48 
- 30.44 
. 31.62 
• 56-75

L. S. Con-
«tantine (2-0-14-0) once only. . . , „ ,

Smith bowled 12 wides, Cumberbatch 4, O1ihvierre 3, and Parker, 2.
Morrison delivered 4 no-balls, Smith 2, and Ollivierre 1.

BATTING AVERAGES-FIRST CLASS MATCHES ONLY. 
"NTz-» Ttmpc Ivi

Goodman, P. A. .. 
Harragin, A. E. .. 
Constantine, L. S. 
Challenor, G.
Smith, S. G.
Layne, O. H. .. • •
Austin, H. B. G. (Captain) 
Ollivierre, R. A................ 
Bancroft, C. K. ..
Learmond, G. C. .. 
Cumberbatch, C. P. 
Morrison, C. S.................  
Parker, J. E.
Cameron, Dr. J. ..

Burton, T. J., played in two matches, and scored 1*, 
* Signifies not out.

Matches.

5 •
5 -

7
13

13

No. Times Most
of not Total in an

inns,. out. runs. inns. Aver.
22 . • 3 607 ... 107 . • 31-94
14 . 412 . • 57 • • 31-69
26 . . 0 .. 776 ■,. 92 . . 29.84
24 . . 0 .. 684 . . 108 . . 28.50
26 . • 3 •• 751 •,. 100 . . 24.82
20 . . 0 .. 465 - . 106 . . 23.25
26 . . i .. 529 ... 74 . . 21.16
24 • . 0 .. 480 . . 67 . . 20.00
2i . • 5 •• 266 ,.. 53 • - 15 64
'3 • 155 ■.. 3' • . 12.91
22 . - 3 • • 223 .•• 59*- • Ji-73
18 . • 7 •• 72 .. 13 • - 6.54

9 • 49 .. 15 • . 6.12
8 . . 2 .. 33 .. 12 . ■ 5-50

7*, and 19.5,

Dr. J. Cameron (3 
in one innings only.

232 .. 8
7'9 •• 24
125 .. 3
82 .. 4 -• 45-5°

i8-o)and L. S. Constantine (2-0-14-0) each bowled

Smith bowled 12 wides, Cumberbatch and Ollivierre 3 each, 
Parker 2. Morrison delivered 3 no-balls and Smith 2.

“CENTURIES” FOR (6).

Challenor, G., v. Notts, August 13........................
Goodman, P. A., v. Yorkshire, August 2 .. ..
Goodman, P. A., v. Northamptonshire, August 16
Layne, O. H., v. Essex, June 14 ........................
Smith, S. G., v. Hampshire, July 2........................
(Smith, S. G., v. South Wales, July 9

•Signifies not out. fNot first class.

“CENTURIES" AGAINST (6).
Denton, for Yorkshire, August 2 ........................
Gunn, J., for Nott?, August 13 ........................
Lawton, A. E., for W. G. Grace’s XI., June 11
Mead, P., for Hampshire, July 2
Payton, for Notts, August 13..................................
Perrin, P. A., for Essex, June 14

* Signifies not out.

“SPECTACLES” FOR (3).
Cumberbatch, C. P., v. Essex, June 14.
Layne, O. H., v. Northamptonshire, August 16.
Parker, J. E., v. Minor Counties, June 21.

C. S. Morrison failed to score in either innings v. Kent, July 1: 
was not out on one occasion.

and

108
102
107 
ic6
zoo

105
132

106

2, but

“SPECTACLES” AGAINST.

There are no instances.
F. G. Phillips failed to score in either innings for the Minor Counties 

on June 21 at Ealing, but was not out on one occasion.

3

5 
8

3 9

4

flßans Keats ^qo.
Mauritius Sugar.

In 1814 the Island of Mauritius was transferred by the Treaty of Paris to Great Britain, and by 
1824 sugar had become an important article of export. The West Indian planters were naturally 
apprehensive lest their interests should be prejudiced by the introduction of sugar from that Island on equal 
terms with their own. At the meeting of the West India Committee of the T^th of May, 1824, it was 
mentioned that two resolutions had passed the House of Commons on the 14th of May :—

By the first of which sugars imported from the Mauritius are admissible upon the same 
duties as are by law now payable upon sugar imported from the West Indian Colonies.

By the second, sugars imported from all places within the limits of the East India Com­
pany’s charter, not being the Island of Mauritius, and not being in the East Indies, and 
admissible upon the same duties as are by law payable upon sugars imported from places in the 
East Indies.

Both of these resolutions appeared to the Committee to be important innovations in the long 
established system of commerce between Great Britain and her Colonies, and it was decided that a depu­
tation should wait upon the President of the Board of Trade upon the subject. At the following meeting, 
on the T^th of July, the Chairman reported :—

That the Deputation appointed at the last meeting of this Committee had conferred 
with Mr. Huskisson, at the Board of Trade, upon the subjects referred to them; that an 
opposition to the projected introduction of Mauritius sugar upon Colonial duties had been 
made, and that whether owing to the opposition, or not, the intended measure had been for 
the present abandoned.
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XTbe Ibomewarb nbafL
The R.M.S.P. “ Orinoco ” left Barbados at 9 a.m. on August 14th, and arrived at 

Southampton at 10.45 p.m. on Sunday, August 26th. Among her passengers were the Bishop of 
Guiana and Mr. E. Chambers. Our letters were less numerous than usual, but in nearly all the 
greatest satisfaction was expressed at the announcement which we were able to make, and which 
was cabled out on August 9th, with regard to the resumption of an inter-colonial mail service.

The opening of the Legislature in Barbados.
The Hon. Forster M. Alleyne, writing on August nth, stated that the Legislature was opened 

on Tuesday, July 31st. The ceremony was shorn of many of its features of interest by the absence 
of the troops, with their band, guard of honour, and the officers of the staff. The police, however, 
furnished an escort and a band. The Acting Governor, the Hon. S. W. Knaggs, delivered his speech, 
which was well received. [A copy of the speech is given in the Official Gazette, which can be seen at 
the West India Committee Rooms.—Ed.].

The Hon. J. Thomas Jones, Member of the Legislative Council, died on August 3rd at the 
age of 69. He was a merchant of Bridgetown, and most active in performing all the duties of a 
citizen. He had been for years a member of St. Michael’s Vestry, during which time he served on 
various boards, as well as acted as a churchwarden. He was a member for many years of the House 
of Assembly, and four years ago was called to the Legislative Council. Quite recently he was elected 
Chairman of the Barbados Mutual Life Assurance.

His many friends in Barbados had heard with pleasure of the appointment of their former 
Colonial Secretary, the Hon. Ralph Williams, to the Governorship of the Leeward Islands. They 
wished him all success in his new appointment, and hoped to see him when he was on his way to 
take up his post.

The last few days of July had given an abundant rainfall, so that the total for the month 
far exceeded what the writer had foreshadowed. August had come in with similar weather, and 
already 4I to 5| inches had been commonly recorded for the month to date. There had, however, 
been no wash, and all outward traces of it quickly disappeared under the influence of the hot suns 
between the intervals of the showers. The growth of Indian corn and of other food stuffs was almost 
abnormal, and there seemed a prospect of a rich harvest of these planted on land which would not 
be required until November for the canes. Cotton was making a very pretty show, and the canes, 
—the ratoons especially—were doing all they could to make up for the lost time.

The British Guiana “Back Passage ” Fund.
Adverting to the question of the Immigration Back Passage Fund, Mr. J. C. McCowan, in a 

letter dated August 10th, informed us that particulars regarding it duly appeared in the Colony’s 
accounts. The Fund was administered by the Consolidated Immigration Loan Commissioners, and 
the Chairman and Secretary of the Planters’ Association were members of that body. All matters 
in connection with the Immigration Fund came before the Board, and all bonds, investments, etc., 
were sanctioned by them. At the date of last account, the Return Passage Account showed a credit 
of $148 388 25 of which $103,479.15 was invested to meet back passages. $5104.12 was in the 
Treasury and $39,804.98 was represented by Planters’ Notes not yet due. The new system of an 
immigrant paying a portion of his back passage commenced with those introduced in season 1898-99 
(due to return1908-09) ; the cost was computed at $60 per adult, of which the planters payed one- 
half, or $30 for men, and for women two-thirds, or $40, the immigrant thus paying $30 or $20 
respectively. The planter payed at the above rates on 25 per cent, of the number introduced, as 
past experience pointed to that being the present percentage of immigrants returning o ndia.

There was a meeting of the Legislature on July 31st. Nothing whatever was doing.in the 
sugar market. A collision had occurred between the “ Essequebo of Messrs. Sproston s Ime and a 
schooner belonging to Messrs. Booker Bros., by which the latter vessel was sunk. Professor 
Harrison was about to go on leave after his severe illness from arsenic poisoning.

The naners referred in eulogistic terms to the useful life of the late Mr. J. H. de Jonge, who 
died in Barbados on July 28th last, and also to the general regret felt by the community at his 
decease. At the meeting of the Chamber of Commerce on July 30th, a vote of condolence with the 
WldOWReginaldTh^ifsaTconstable in the British Guiana Police Force, had been presented by the 
Acting Governor with the certificate of the Royal Humane Society for saving the life of a bluejacket 
of HMS “ Diamond ” who fell overboard m the Demerara river on the 25th^of December last.

■ The weaker was all that could be desired at the moment. They had some heavy rains a 
week previously in Demerara and Essequebo, more than was perhaps wanted in some places. In 

Berbice the fall was lighter. A surplus of £44,Ooo in Jamaica.
We have received letters and papers from Jamaica up to August nth. The question of the 

representation ^fTheTrown ColoniesP at the Colonial Conference was raised in a leading article in
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the Daily Gleaner, and it was suggested that a concerted effort should be made to secure such 
representation. . ,

The official statement regarding the finances of the Colony for 1905-00 showed a surplus o 
over £44,000. General revenue had increased considerably, thanks to the surtax of 6 per cent, imposed 
during the year. Customs receipts increased by over £39,000. The total increase of general revenue 
over the previous year amounted to £116,245. General expenditure for the year amounted to 
£821,611, a net decrease of £3204 over the previous year. It is the intention of the Government to 
utilise the surplus in the payment of debts.

Mr. Grabow was understood to have raised sufficient money to render the scheme of building 
a first class hotel in Lower St. Andrews practically a certainty.

Cotton Sowing increases by 25 % in Montserrat.
Mr. Conrad Watson, writing on August 7th, reported that the Governor, Sir B. Sweet-Escott, 

paid the Island a visit in July, and there being no communication with Antigua, except by small 
sloops, he had to remain for two weeks.

There was an increase of about 25 per cent, on the last year’s sowings of cotton. The weather 
had been rather too wet for the establishing of the young cotton plants, and labour had been scarce 
and indifferent.

The Montserrat Company had established a citrate of lime factory and were now sending 
a shipment by schooner to Barbados to catch the Royal Mail. The Bishop of Antigua was paying 
a visit to the Island.

The early worm in Nevis.
When the Hon. C. A. Shand wrote on July 30th, he said that the cotton worm had already 

appeared, and unless drastic measures were resorted to for its destruction, it would be difficult to 
control later on. The last of the sugar crop for 1906 went on to Canada on July 28th, and very 
little cotton remained to forward.

Despite the fact that Colon was suffering from an outbreak of small-pox, labourers were still 
being engaged for the canal zone, and the labour question of the future was likely to be a matter 
for serious consideration. In Nevis, however, the gradual abandonment of the sugar industry, 
which appeared inevitable, would reduce the scale of the employment of labour. Antigua, St. Kitts, 
and Barbados appeared likely to be the chief sufferers, the last-named especially so.

The weather since Mr. Shand last wrote had had a tendency towards drought, and though 
light showers had fallen during the past week, the high winds prevailing had soon dried up the surface ' 
moisture, and heavy soaking rains were required to bring in the young crops of sugar cane and cotton. 
When once the latter was fairly established, it did not seem to require much rain until the bolls com­
menced to form, but dry weather at that particular stage was fatal.

The Earth quaking in St. Lucia.
When Mr. Sydney D. Melville wrote on August nth, the crops were promising, and they had 

had good rains.
The seismic disturbances had not yet died out, and a succession of shocks was experienced 

on August 2nd, the tremors lasting through the night. They were in hopes that some arrangement 
was at length being arrived at by which their mails would be regularly delivered.

A welcome appointment to St. Vincent.
Messrs. D. K. Porter and Co., writing on August nth, said that they had received the welcome 

news of the appointment of Mr. Ralph Williams as Governor of the Windward Islands for which 
everyone resident there was truly thankful. Added to the fact that they were soon to have a mail 
service, and that the Cable Company were again issuing news bulletins, it made them feel quite 
Elysian.

Trinidad awaits the return of the Governor.
When the Hon. G. Townsend Fenwick closed his letter on August nth public telegrams had 

been received containing the news that something was being temporarily arranged for serving 
Demerara and some of the Northern Islands, and it was hoped a permanent arrangement' would 
soon follow.

9n the Colony taking forty more immigrants this season, in addition to their
indent for 2400, the Calcutta Agency cabled that they would be able to despatch the first ship on 
August 18th, instead of November 15th. The condition was, of course, accepted. The Protector’s 
Annual Report was m every way a satisfactory one, and it did not call for any special comment except 
perhaps as to the steady increase m amounts deposited by East Indians in the savings banks in the 
amounts remitted to India, carried back in return ships and sent by P.O. orders.

The Acting Governor had gone to Tobago for a month, as matters political were more than 
usually quiet. T^e report on local Government had been adopted by the Legislative Council but 
like several other important matters which had recently engaged the attention of the Council further 
steps would not be taken until the return of Sir Henry Jackson. council, rner
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The death of Mr. A. J. Jordan, who recently became a member of the West India Committee 
took place on August 6th, from malignant malarial fever, after a few days’illness Mr ToXn who 
RoLn? 7! n WaS Curator of the Government House Gardens'" under the
Sate^ontrol^ had d°ne mUCh tO lmProve that Portion of the gardens under his imme-

Heavy weather and floods had been frequent during the past fortnight and a few weeks of 
inThademeMrithe kPpC°med rr"' The receiPts of cocoa from the country had been very small, 
Theuros^cts for the comPetltlon> m consequence of which prices had taken an upward turn: 
to Onota bnnf f 5 CroP remamed unfavourable owing to the heavy weather above referred 
YorwXember and Tre deI1\ery "V6 nominal, but business had been done for shipment to New 
Lareei^rrf^R Of V January) at,thf equivalent of prices quoted in Mr. Fenwick’s last letter, 
firmer °f VeneZUelan ??ad business in this market, and prices had become
erX; T?// r coE?PeGtlon by the buyers. Sales had been made for Europe for Ordinary 
grades at 50/— u. ana r., Havre.

West Indian Bulletin, Vol. VII., No. 2, obtainable at the West India Committee Rooms, Price 6d., 
post free, 8d.—This number contains a reprint of Sir D. Morris’ review of the work of the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture which has already been published as a Colonial Report in this country. The article by Dr. Francis 
V\atts and Mr. H. A. Tempany as to Polarimetric determination of Sucrose is concluded in this number. Mr. 
Charles Allan’s article on the Manufacture of Jamaica Rum is reproduced from the Report of the Jamaica Sugar 
Experiment Station, 1905. Some notes on Manuring Cotton are taken from a Bulletin of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Several recent articles on Canning Pineapples, to which we have already adverted, 
are conveniently summarised, and a memorandum on production of Camphor has been taken en bloc from the report of 
the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute. We confess we should like to see more original matter in this well got up 
publication, though the information which it contains is for the most part very useful and especially so to West 
Indian readers who do not have an opportunity of perusing the articles first hand in the scientific publications from 
which they are culled.

Total at last report
July 28th.—S.S. “ Grenada ”

» 28th.—S.S. “ Prins Fred. Hendk.” . .
,, 30th.—S.S. “ Canada ”
,, 30th.—S.S. ” Trent ” ..

Aug. ist.—S.S. " Tagus ” ..
,, 3rd.—S.S. “ Sea Belle ”
„ 3rd.—S.S. “ Calabria ”
,, 4th.—S.S. “ P. der Nederlands ” . .

Shipments.
111,217 bags, Trinidad 

3,056 „
200 ,, ,,
246

1,140
266
120 ,, ,,

2,200 
26O

25,258 bags, Venezuela
649 ,,

166 ,, ,,

200 ,,

Europe.

New York. 
Europe.

New York.

Totals to date 118,705 bags, Trinidad 26,273 bags, Venezuela.

Our Xtbrarp,

motes of interest
CRUSOE'S ISLAND. The reported disappearance of the Island of Juan Fernandez has revived the old 

error of calling it “ Robinson Crusoe’s ” island. Although Defoe no doubt derived the idea of his 
classic from Alexander Selkirk’s long residence in Juan Fernandez, it was really from Tobago that 
the description of the Island was drawn.

LIMES IN NEW YORK. A shipment of 2900 barrels of limes from Dominica, which was landed in New 
York on June 6th, had a disastrous effect on the lime market, some having to be disposed of at 
$2'oo per barrel, heavy supplies of limes from Mexico arriving at the same time. It was expected 
that six weeks at least would elapse before the market would recover.

MEXICAN RUBBER. The Department (or County) of Soconusco, in the State of Chiapas, one of the 
twenty-seven States forming the Republic of Mexico, is the natural home of the Castillo a elastica, or 
Mexican rubber tree, as is proven by the great number of wild rubber trees which grow spontaneously 
in its forests. In their wild state they grow tall and lank, reaching a height of over fifty feet and 
a diameter of twelve to eighteen inches.

JUICY LIMES. The superiority of limes over lemons has been frequently urged in these columns, 
and it is satisfactory to note that the Produce Markets Review of August 25th observes that “ the 
scarcity of lemons may tend to popularise the lime, the value of which is completely overlooked on 
account of its small size. The lime is composed almost entirely of juice, the flavour and aroma of 
which is more delicate than that of the lemon.”

APPOINTMENTS. The attention of our readers is called to the list of managers, engineers, over­
seers, book-keepers, analysts, accountants, etc., seeking employment in the West Indies, which 
appears on page vi. of the present issue of The West India Committee Circular. Particulars regarding 
the insertion of advertisements under the heading “ Appointments Wanted,” can be obtained from 
the Advertisement Manager, The West India Committee Circular, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.

FORMALIN FOR FRUIT. The Journal d' Agriculture Pratique advocates the use of formalin—a 3 per cent, 
solution of trade formalin containing 40 per cent, of formaldehyde—for preserving ripe
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fruit. For soft pulped fruit, the fruit is plunged into the solution and kept there for ten 
minutes, steeped for a further five minutes in cold water and spread on a metal strainer to dry When 
the fruit has a peel or skin which is not eaten it is subjected to the formalin solution only. Fruit 
properly ripe at the time of treatment will keep in this way for from four to ten days

WHITE CANE CUTTERS. A private letter received from Tohnstone’s River, says the Daily Mad of Queens­
land, states that the white cane cutters engaged for the north arrived safely, and “ the following 
day went to work at ¿1 an acre for cutting alone, by which they were earning nine shillings per 
day. One of the Sydney gangs only worked for one day, and then went on strike for thirty shillings 
per acre. This they did not get, and are now doing nothing.” If the cutting is valued at ¿1 per 
acre, and the labourer can earn the amount stated, the yield of canes per acre must be small.

FOR ST. VINCENT. The West India Committee recently forwarded to Mr. Andrew Carnegie a 
memorial from the inhabitants of St. Vincent received through the Kingstown Board, soliciting a 
donation for the establishment of a Free Library. The result is that Mr. Carnegie s secretary is now 
in communication with the Town Board on the subject, and on July 24th last the following resolution 
was adopted at a full meeting of that body:—

“ This Board greatly appreciates the kindly help of the Chairman of The West India Committee in 
forwarding its petition to Mr. Andrew Carnegie, and thanks the Committee for the interest shown in the 
matter, and their forcible appeal on behalf of the inhabitants of St. Vincent, as embodied in their 
letter to Mr. Andrew Carnegie.” _____ _____

Ube lEbttor’s HHarp.
Wed., August 22nd—Cuban rising. An insurgent success at San Luis, Pinar del Rio, reported.—Special article 

in The Times, page io, on Australia and the Cobden Club.—88% Beet, 9/3, firm.
Thurs., August 23rd—Sir Alfred L. Jones and delegates of the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine enter­

tained at Brussels by the King of Belgians.—R.M.S.P. “Tagus” (Homeward) left Jamaica 
at 6 p.m.—Beet, 9/3T steady.

Fri., August 24th.—President Roosevelt supported proposals for simplified spelling.—Beet, 9/4!, steady.
Sat., August 25th.—Attempted assassination of Mr. Stolypin, the Russian Premier.—Beet (morning call) 9/6, firm.
Sun., August 26th.—Viscountess Knutsford died in her 71st year.
M011., August 27th.—President Palma’s statement regarding the Cuban Revolution published.—Beet, 9/6, steady. 
Tues., August 28th.—Beet, 9/5^, quiet.

Weather Ueleorams*
British Guiana—(Messrs. Curtis, Campbell and Co.) August 27th, “ No ram worth speaking 

of since last message.” Trinidad—(The New Colonial Co., Ltd.), August 23rd, “ Showery and 
favourable for cultivation.” Jamaica—(The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.). Week ended 
August 15th. Port Antonio—9th and 10th, fine ; nth, heavy rain ; 12th, rainy ; 13th to 15th, 
fine. Kingston—9th to 12th, fine ; 13th, rainy ; 14th and 15th, fine.

TTbe /Ibails»
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.—Home Arrivals per R.M.S.P. “ Orinoco ” (Capt. T. R. 

Pearce), August 27th : Mr. Chalmers, Mr. F. G. Graham, Mr. A. Hadden, Mr. and Mrs. W. Wray, Mr. D. H. Brid, 
Mr. and Mrs- D. G. Metheny, Dr. Masson, Mr. B. H. Stephens, Mr. J. Pietrantoni, Mr. N. Albati, Mr. A. Signanini, 
Mr. E. Ballistini, Rev. F. O’Hefierman, Mr. C. L. Whittle, Mr. Sprick, Mr. and Mrs. Sammy, Mr. J. M. Thomas, 
Mrs. McEwen, Miss M. Patterson, Mr. E. Chambers, Mr. G. Corea, Mrs. H. S. Smith, Mr. G. Bell, His Lordship 
the Bishop of British Guiana, Mr. C. C. Monckton, Mrs. H. H. Laurence, Mr. C. G. Harris, Rev. H. A. Dalton, 
D.D., Captain H. L. Fox, Miss Hoad, Mr. C. Parke, Dr. G. B. Brown, Mr. W. H. Cutten, Mr. H. Tietz, Col. and 
Mrs. E. J. G. Boyce.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “Trent” (Capt. A. P. Dix), August 30th: Mr. Hudson, Mr. Wyness, 
Mr. Green, Mr. Gower, Dr. Graveley, Mr. Olano, Mr. and Mrs. Wishart, Mr. J. Gaston, Mr. and Mrs. Quickshank, 
Mr. Jessiman, Mr. and Mrs. McAfee, Mr. E. Kruger, General and Mrs. Corao, Mr. W. H. Large, Mr. and Mrs. P. 
Berg, Mr. and Mrs. L. Gutierrez, Mr. and Mrs. Nusas, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Urich, Mr. F. Vargas, Mr. Seni, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. E. Stagg, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Madge, Mr. and Mrs. Stolk, Mr. W. K. Chandler, Mr. and Mrs. A. Lowe, Mrs. 
Cuffin, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. C. Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. Stierlen, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. Woodroffe, Mr. J. Smith, 
Mrs. and Miss Reis, Mr. H. M. Abbott, Mr. J. Bolt, Mr. Velutini, Mr. W. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. H. B. G. Austin, 
Mr. P. A. Goodman, Mr. O. Layne, Mr. S. Smith, Mr. L. Constantine, Mr. G. Learmond, Mr. C. Cumberbatch, Mr. 
E. Axmacher, Mr. L. Wessels, Mr. C. H. Barclay, Mrs. and Miss Granados, Mr. and Mrs. Araujo, Mr. J. Bryce, Mr. 
Tirado, Mr. G. Kruger, Mr. H. A. J. Chapman, Mr. V. Smith, Mr. H. Price, Mr. Tarbes, Mrs. and Miss Simpson, 
Mr. J. A. Rapsey, Miss Rees, Mr. R. Ollivierre, Mr. C. S. Morrison, Mr. J. E. Parker, Mr. R. Lund, Mr. E. Orellana, 
Mr., Mrs. and Miss Companai.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service.—Sailings per R.M.S. “ Port Kingston ” (Capt. J. G. 
Parsons), August 25th : Jamaica.—Mr. P. A. Apenshaw, Major Barlow, Lieut. Buchanan, Mr. J. B. Brooks, Mr. 
Norman Chamberlain, Lady M. M. Clarke, Mr. F. M. Deighton, Mr. G. E. Fawcus, Miss J. Furneaux, Mrs. J. Ful­
ford, Mr. A. B. McFarlane, Mr. and Mrs. A. Greenhalgh, Mr. B. R. Greenhalgh, Mr. W. A. Griffin, Mrs. Gay, 
Capt. and Mrs. Hunter, Miss E. Heath, Mr. N. J. Heath, Mr. J. Jager, Miss A. Johnstone, Mr. and Mrs. J. G. 
Kieffer and 4 children, Hon. H. Lygon, Hon. Doctor J. R. Love, Mr. L. F. Lopez, Mr. J. Murrav, Mrs. D. Milliken, 
Mr. W. Morris, Mr. A. C. Monilly, Miss Pierce, Mr. H. R. Palmer, Miss Roy den, Mr. A. Ritchie, Ml F. E. Smith, M.P., 
and Mrs. F. E. Smith, Mr. H. Smith, Mr. F. Scott, Mrs. T. Stewart, Mr.C. Sadler, Mr. A. A. Tobin, K.C., Mr. and 
Mrs. Tonchard-Ghislain, Miss F. E. Thomson, Mr. G. L. Webster, Mrs. Watson, Mr. H. A. Whitworth, Mr. F. A. 
Wright, Mr. W. R. M. Woolf, Mr. J. Walker, Mr. A. Kattan, Mr. E. R. Salem, Mrs. R. Shamah, Mrs. I. Shamah Mr. 
C. M. L. Wilson, Mr. R. H. Foster, Mr. G. R. C. Heale. Bermuda.—Mrs. H. W. Hawking, Mr. A. and Mrs. Hippisley, 
Major Hicks, Rev. L. L. Havard, Lieut. A. G. Joiner, Miss M. Callaway, Mrs. Darrell, Miss F. E. Lewis Turks 
Island.—Dr. and Mrs. A. E. Ireland.
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T
he Pure Foods Bill, which has just passed 

the Senate of the United States, and 
which becomes law on January ist, 1907, is 
likely to bring about a grave condition of things 
in the rum trade. It is enacted that if any food 
or beverage be coloured in such a manner as to 
conceal damage or inferiority, it shall be deemed 
to be adulterated, and further that any article 
of consumption blended must be labelled as 
such—blend being construed to mean a mixture 
of like substances, not excluding harmless colour­
ing or flavouring ingredients. The interpretation of 
the colouring clause rests, we understand, with 
Dr. W. H. Wiley, the well-known chief of the 
United States Bureau of Chemistry, who has 
raised the point, and should he determine that 
the colour of rum comes under the head of 
adulteration, coloured rum will be prohibited. 
On the other hand, should he rule the colour 
harmless, then coloured rum under the mixture 
clause will have to be labelled as blended. 
Either rum will have to be uncoloured, or
if allowed to go coloured, sold as a blend.

the situation may affect the rum trade. Unless specifically
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described to the contrary, rum from time immemorial has invariably been shipped in a coloured state, 
and the compulsory substitution of white spirit for ordinary rum would have a most prejudicial effect 
upon consumption. The direct market for West Indian rum in the United States is not large at 
present, being confined practically to small shipments of Jamaica, but an extensive business is trans­
acted in matured Jamaica rum vid London, and the result of the legislation, if colour is altogether 
prohibited will be to wipe out this trade immediately, as years must elapse before the necessary 
quantity of white rum can become sufficiently matured for the market. Again, ordinary consumers 
who have been in the habit of asking for rum would not be satisfied by receiving a white spirit in its 
place, and will look with suspicion upon rum which has to be sold as “ blended.” We sincerely trust 
that Dr. Wiley will grasp the true position of colour in relation to rum, and not, in his eagerness to 
check adulteration, look upon its presence as being associated in some way with fraud. As a matter 
of fact, the burning of colour may be regarded as an essential feature in rum manufacture, and it may 
be said that rum is not rum in the term accepted by custom of the trade unless it is coloured. Should 
uncoloured rum be wanted by the trade, and save in a few very special instances it is not drunk as 
such, white rum is especially ordered. True rum owes a part of its distinctive flavour to its colour, and 
the manufacture of the latter forms a portion of the process which requires special attention and skill. 
This colour is invariably made from raw sugar or molasses, and is produced by the caramelisation of 
the sugar. Thus the colour is the product of the sugar-cane just as much as the spirit, and in no 
sense whatever can it be considered an adulteration. This question of colour arose many years ago 
in connection with the importation of coloured rum into Great Britain. When a new Customs’ 
ordinance became law in 1818, the use of Sikes’ hydrometer for determining the strength of spirits for 
duty purposes was rendered obligatory, and the addition of any matter to spirits which interfered with 
the value of the indications of this instrument by “obscuring” the spirit from greater gravity, 
became penal. Rum was at once affected, but on the serious representations of the West India 
Committee to the Government of the day, the importation of coloured rum was permitted so long as 
the “ obscuration ” did not exceed 2| %. The Committee pointed out that the practice of colouring 
rum was “to meet the fancy of the buyer without any intention of defrauding the revenue,” and the 
Government recognised the circumstances of the case and fixed the above limit, by which they con­
sidered that “ the free trader would experience no unnecessary molestation.” In this instance it was a
matter of revenue collection, but as in the United States the Customs determine the true proportion of 
spirit independent of the hydrometer, the question does not now come forward on these lines, but we 
give it as shewing the light in whch colour was regarded even in those days. We are much afraid 
that if the use of colour in making rum is prohibited in the United States on the ground of adul­
teration, or coloured rum come under the head of a “ blend,” the Jamaica rum trade will certainly be 
seriously prejudiced, if not destroyed, so far as the United States is 
this old-established and historic product, while the consumer will be in

concerned, and a slur cast on 
no way whatever benefited.

should be taken in the WestXXThen m April last we suggested that animated photographs should be taken in the West 
” Indies and exhibited in London, with a view to popularise these Colonies, we hardly honed 

that our suggestion would bear fruit so soon. Now, however, although only five months have elaosed 
since our article on the subject appeared, Mr. Alfred J. West whose portrait we give on another 
page, and who is of world wide fame in connection with “ living- nictur^ ” ,
of the West Indian Islands and has secured a series of animated picture of Z / T V1S' SeVera‘ 
These Mr. West has already been showing to delighted aud^" 2

weeks past. Largely drawn as it must be from the seafaring class, a Portsmouth audience is always 
extremely critical where nautical matters are concerned; but judging from the press extracts S



Sept. 5, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
-135

have reached us, the incidents of a voyage to the West Indies, and of the shore life and scenery 
which are faithfully reproduced, have been received with enthusiasm, and the verdict of the many who 
have visited the West Indies and of those who have not has been uniformly favourable. On Monday 
next those Members of the West India Committee who have taken the precaution of making an early 
application for the necessarily limited number of seats courteously placed at our disposal by Mr. 
West, will have an opportunity of judging for themselves the results of this distinguished photo» 
grapher’s efforts. They are to be exhibited for the first time in London at the Polytechnic, Regent 
Street, under the auspices of the West India Committee, at 2.50 p.m. on that day. Those who 
are not lucky enough to secure tickets will have ample opportunity of seeing the pictures later 
on, as they will be shown throughout the winter season. In our last issue we gave a summary of the 
principal scenes which will be depicted by Mr. West. It has already been our privilege to see some 
of them, and we have no hesitation in saying that the features of the voyage and of West Indian life 
and scenery thus presented will bring forcibly home to Londoners in a delightful fashion the lands 
and people of the West.

/I^he British Honduras newspapers received by the last mail contain further reference to the 
A railway schemes now being considered in connection with that Colony. The Colonial Guardian 

is strongly in favour of the Stann Creek line, which, by the way, it states is to be 20 miles inland instead 
of 12 or 14, the length actually contemplated. It speaks of the mahogany on the proposed frontier line 
as having been reduced by constant cutting since Mr. Shelford’s report of ten years back, of the 
logwood not being worth cutting, and of the pine trees as having been ear-marked for exclusive use 
and not, perhaps, available for years to come. It attributes the fact that many who do not believe 
that such a railway will pay for many years, are still in favour of its being constructed, to the small 
cost to the Government for subsidy and to the belief that the owners will be either compelled to 
extend it, or construct a branch line across the Sibun along the Regan survey, where an almost 
inexhaustible quantity of mahogany and other valuable trees are to be found, and where it will pass 
through a vast tract of Crown land. Our contemporary speaks of the woodcutter having to emigrate 
annually to the neighbouring republics on account of the excess of labour in his department; but 
surely this is an argument in favour of the railway, which would not only give them employment for 
the time being, but ultimately lead to their utilisation in the Colony. The effect of the Stann Creek 
scheme, says the Guardian, would be to attract agricultural immigrants from the southern republic, 
who would be glad to secure the protection of the British flag. On the other hand, the Clarion says 
that “ of the number who are directly concerned and are interested, there is not a moment’s doubt 
that the majority of these are in favour of the ‘ frontier railway,’ ” and speaks of the public meeting 
on the subject (which the Guardian says was mainly attended by “ boys ”) as being thoroughly 
representative, members of the Legislative Council and District Board, prominent merchants, and a 
large number of the most intelligent of the middle section of the community being present. The 
frontier line, according to this organ, would have three or four sources of support apart from that of 
timber—the cattle trade, the import and export trade of the Peten, and probably the Tabasco and 
Chiapas provinces, and by no means the last, the fruit trade, for which there are lands just as good as 
in the Stann Creek valley. The extreme liability of the Government of the Colony in connection 
with the frontier line would be the total sum of £35,000 in ten yearly instalments of £3,5°°^ which 
would cease should the line stop working before the end of that period. The promoters of the 
scheme are well acquainted, we take it, with the prospects of the line, and the heavy loss would be 
theirs in the event of failure. When we advocated the frontier line in preference to the Stann Creek 
project, the former had been vetoed by the Colonial Office and the latter scheme substituted. I he 
position is now changed. There seems now to be every prospect of the construction of the two lines
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going on together, the seventy miles of line from Belize to the Guatemalan frontier by private 
enterprise, subsidised to the extent mentioned, and the Stann Creek railway from Stann Creek to 
a distance of 12 or 14 miles by the Government, and we feel sure that this will be the 
happiest solution of the question, and cause general satisfaction. Should the Belize river be made 
available for navigation, the frontier scheme would be the one prejudiced ; but as we have said 
above, this is the promoters’ look out. The fact that the unofficial members of the Council insisted 
upon the former being kept in view as a condition of the money for the latter being voted, is in 
itself an indication of the importance which was attached by the representatives of the people to the 
scheme, and apart from the whole question of the financial result of the railway, the expenditure in 
the Colony, which the construction of the line would entail, would be of great advantage to it. The 
development of British Honduras has already been delayed too long, and we sincerely hope that 
both lines may be constructed and a substantial step towards the development of the Colony thus 
gained.

In our issue of August 22nd last, dealing with the effect or the erection of central factories and 
the introduction of mechanical tillage on labour and the general prosperity of the West Indies, 

we based our remarks on certain statements made in a letter on the subject, which appeared in the 
Antigua Standard. Though it does not in any degree affect our argument regarding the question of 
principle, we think it only right to state that subsequent inquiries have convinced us that the premises 
on which the letter in question was based are not actually founded on fact. Indeed, we find that in 
the case of the Gunthorpe’s Factory, and the estates immediately connected with it—and they must 
be treated as combined as the boiling houses and the estates were before—the staff of Antiguans now 
employed number actually more, and the amount paid in salaries is nearly 50% more than before 
the erection of the factory, without taking into consideration further salaries paid for skilled control 
which had to be brought in from outside in addition, there being none available in the Island for special 
work. With regard to the labourers, we learn that much more money has been disbursed in 
wages in the Island as a result of the factory, and though this was chiefly during its erection, we 
believe that even now the sum paid in wages for the manufacture and transport of the canes 
compares very favourably with what was formerly paid for this purpose by the muscovado houses 
previously making the sugar, and there is also frequently fresh work in connection with the maintenance 
or extension of railways, which gives a considerable amount of employment. Mechanical tillage does, 
of course, reduce the amount of work for labourers, but in Antigua that can hardly be called a dis 
advantage at the present time, as the difficulty has been rather for employers to find suitable labourers, 
and not for labourers to find work. As our readers will have seen from a report from our correspon­
dent in the Island which appeared a short time back, the substitution of mechanical for manual work 
in cultivation and weeding would be considered a blessing, and it must not be forgotten that the newly 
started cotton industry, for which many parts of the Island are well adapted, doubtless gives 
employment for many hands.

/nùr. Hames J. Xaw,
Mr. James J. Law, whose portrait we give on a preceding page is an „ n i

Barbados, none the less for the skilful manner in which he can adjust the internal 
tory steam-engine on a sugar estate, than for his genuine good-fellowship which mat/ & 
the most popular men in the Island. Mr. Law has frequently a7co^ 
of Agriculture on his expeditions to different Islands, where he has undertak— th * Commissioner 
gms and the factories in which they are housed. As a bov he left CL 7 eJectlon of cott°n 
to take charge of the installation of one of the most exteXe the age of twenty
presided over the destinies of the Bridgetown and St. Andrews Railway during t^^
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‘1° and he has been of S«at service to those concerned in the
hosnito^ to* n °. f °ld Barbados family, aad dispenses characteristic
hospitality at Ambleside, his home in Barbados, not only to residents in the Colony, but also to 
those visiting the Island from the Old Country. y

44 hauling up the JBoat”
In our full-page illustration a boat’s crew is depicted hauling a boat up one of the smaller side 

channels above the Etaballi Falls on the Essequebo River, British Guiana, in the dry season. The 
alls are some eight miles below Rockstone, which is reached by a small railway through the bush from 
Wismar, the nearest point on the Demerara River and about ninety miles from Georgetown. The 
passage of these falls is very exciting. The captain stands on the poop steering with a paddle and 
encouraging his crew, which is generally composed of Bucks or aboriginal Indians and “ Boveanders,” 
a cross between the two. The return voyage also is by no means devoid of excitement. The crew 
work with a will, plunging into the water and hauling up the boat by ropes tied to her bows and 
stern when occasion requires it. The Essequebo River is of immense width. It has its origin in the 
Acari mountains, and is no less than 620 miles in length. During floods its waters rises twenty-five 
to thirty feet. On the banks at this part is virgin forest, and it is not unusual to see a huge camoodie 
snake or boa constrictor swimming across the creeks.

Ube West Subía Committee.
The next election of Members to the West India Committee will be held on Thursday, Sept. 13th, 

and will date from October 1st next. We may remind readers that by virtue of Rule IV. of the 
West India Committee, subscriptions from new members elected during the last three months of any 
year are held as on account of the year beginning on the following 1st January. Thus members, 
elected in October, November and December next, will on paying their subscriptions not be required 
to renew them until 1st Jan., 1908. Full particulars regarding Membership and application forms for 
Candidates’ may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, 
Seething Lane, London, E.C.

Iprobuction anb Consumption ot Sugar.
The following table gives the production and consumption of the world in sugar for the nine 

years 1897-1898 to 1905-1906, and the average annual production and consumption taken for 
successive periods of three years :—

Year. Production. Average. Consumption. Average.
1897-1898 ............... 7,736’7O1 7^64,525

8,212,3031898-1899 ............... 7,959,117 ; 8,042,2 73 7,881,555
1899-1900 8,431,000 J 8,790,828
I900-I90I ............... 9,717,355 ) 9,345,389

- 9,853,7121901-1902 10,950,716 10,189,787 10,198,876
1902-1903 9,901,289 J 10,016,870 .
1903-1904 ............... 10,498,738 ) 10,874,878

10,667,3621904-1905 ............... 9,481,736 - 10,569,491 9,376,757
1905-I906 11,728,000 ) 11,75°,45°
A comparison of the average figures for the periods of three years seems to show a satisfactory 

increase in both production and consumption, which in each case is nearly equal in extent.
It may be interesting to note that British India has during the past few years been steadily 

increasing her import of sugar from Europe and the East. The following are the figures.
From Europe. From the East. Total

1901-1902 151,296 120,109 271,405 tons.
1902-1903 80,708 168,635 249,343 „
1903-1904 ..................................... 56,202 235,223 291,425 ,,
I904-I905 ..................................... 89,279 232,400 321,679 ,,
1905-1906 176,936 191,589 368,525 „

It will be seen that the increase in the imports for 1905-1906 as compared with 1901-1902 is
nearly 100,000 tons.
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JBeet ¡prices anb tbeir Iparitp in America.

An important factor in determining the basis upon which the Canadian Preference should be 
calculated in sugar sales is the position of the New York Market in relation to beet. From special 
causes the New York price has been below the latter for some time, and it is only now that a proper 
parity has been established between the two. If 88 % beet be taken as the standard of price—it is 
this which determines the United Kingdom price—the following table, compiled by Messrs. Willett & 
Gray, gives the parity price duty paid in New York. By deducting from the latter $1.68 ct. per lb., 
and adding thereto 24 cts. the amount of the preference, a fair idea of the bond value of 96° crystals 
in Canadian ports can be obtained. Thus, if beet is quoted at 9s. 6d. the corresponding duty-paid 
price in New York will be $3.99, and the bond value of British raw 96° sugar in any Canadian port 
should be $2.65. This table also shows at a glance if a parity exists between the beet and New York 
markets.

Beet Equal to Beet Equal to Beet Equal to
>. Hamburg Centrifugals f.o.b. Hamburg Centrifugals f.o.b. Hamburg Centrifugals
s. d. at N. Y. s. d. at N. Y. s. d. at N. Y.
8 — 3.66c. II 41 - 4.40 C. 14 9 515C.
8 of 3-67 H 51 4.42 14 91 5-i6
8 II 3.69 II 6 4-43 14 ioà ... 517
8 21 3.70 II 6f 4-44 14 Ilf 5 19
8 3 ••• 3-71 II 71 4.46 15 ... 5-21
8 31 3-73 11 81 ... 4-47 15 of ... 5-22
8 41 ••• 3-74 II 9 4.49 15 ià 523
8 5Ì ... 3-76 II 91 4-50 15 21 525
8 6 ••• 3-77 II io£ 4-51 15 3 ... 5.26
8 6| ... ... 3-78 II ni 4-53 15 31 5-27
8 71 3.80 12 --- ... ... 4-54 15 41 ... 529
8 81 ... 3.81 12 of 4-55 15 51 ... 5-30
8 9 ... 3.82 12 X1 4-57 15 6 531
8 91 3-84 12 21 4-58 15 6f 5-33
8 io£ 3-85 12 3 4-59 15 71 5-348 Hi ... 3-87 12 31 4.60 15 81 5-35
9 — 3.88 12 41 4.62 15 9 5-37
9 of 3.89 12 51 4-64 15 91 5-38
9 là 3.91 12 6 4-65 15 i°à 5.40
9 21 3.92 12 6f 4.67 15 ul 541
9 3 3-93 12 71 4.68 16 5-43 

5-449 31 ••• 3-95 12 81 ... ... 4.69 16 of
9
9

41
5i

3.96
3.98

12
12

9
91 -

4-71 
4.72

16
16

là
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5 45 
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5-49 
5-51 
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9 6 3.99 12 ioà 4-73 16 3
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9
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13
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Cocoa Cultivation in Ceplon.
The cocoa exports from Ceylon have risen from 10 cwt. in 1878 to 69,431 cwt. in 1905. The 

value, however, has diminished from 71.25 Rs. per cwt. in 1898 to 35.04 Rs in 1905, and were it not 
for the cultivation of a permanent intercrop of rubber, the industry would in all probability have 
heX^nr r'T raV?geS °f the disease °r diseases affecting the stems and pods first

Prominent in Ceylon there has, says Mr. Herbert Wright in Tropical Agriculture, been a 
te dency to replace the old Cno llo or Caracas variety with the more prolific varieties of Forastero 
and Amelonado m the belief that the latter is not so liable to the ravages of parasitic fungi. Now, 
lowever, the planters are beginning to realise that all varieties of cacao cultivated in Ceylon are liable 
to be affected by the same disease, and when the latter appears in the fluted and high stems of the 
rorastero variety are very difficult to excise effectively. There has been during the last two or three 
years a distinct tendency to plant the old Caracas type in preference to the Forastero. The change of 
variety can be shown to be one of the factors responsible for the varying value placed upon the cacao 
exported from Ceylon.

Ube Cotton Snbustrp.
Sir Daniel Morris, the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture, left in the “Victorian” on 

Saturday last for Canada, on his way back to the West Indies. His object in returning by this route 
is, we understand, to study the question of the trade relations between the West Indies and Canada, 
and also in order that he may attend the Halifax and Toronto Exhibitions, at which many of the 
West Indian Colonies are represented. On Wednesday, August 29th, he addressed a meeting under 
the auspices of the British Cotton Growing Association in Manchester, over which Sir Alfred L. Jones 
presided. Sir Daniel’s remarks followed closely those which he made recently at the West India 
Committee Rooms, and it is, therefore, unnecessary to give a detailed account of his speech. In the 
discussion which followed, Mr. J. R. Barlow asked whether there was any hope of the West Indies 
producing other types of cotton than Sea Island, and this question has since been taken up by the 
Press. Sir Daniel said that they were fully alive to the necessity of not producing too much of the 
finest class of cotton, and were carrying out experiments with the object of getting more body and 
substance into it. The Tribune referred to the question of growing cotton on an extensive scale in 
British Guiana, a matter to which the West India Committee Circular has constantly drawn attention. 
The Tribune reminded its readers that when British Guiana was wrested from the Dutch, cotton was 
grown successfully on the seaboard and far up the banks of the great rivers, and Mr. A. R. Wallace 
recommended British Guiana as a place peculiarly fitted for the reception of the small cultivator. 
With this it is impossible to agree. If cotton is to be grown on a large scale—and it must be 
remembered that it is not Sea Island cotton alone that will save Lancashire—no better field for enter­
prise can be than British Guiana, but if cotton is to succeed there it must be undertaken in a business­
like manner by large companies who must be prepared to make the necessary arrangements for an 
adequate supply of labour. Given these conditions, there is no reason why British Guiana should 
not hold a front place in the cotton industry.

aaravonica Cotton.

Dr. Thomatis has supplied some further information as to Caravonica Cotton. The three 
varieties of it are : (1) Wool ; (2) Silk ; (3) Kidney. The Caravonica wool has large bolls and its lint 
is so long, even six inch staple, and so stout, as to be hardly distinguishable from animal wool; indeed 
a wool expert and buyer, having been shown in Melbourne lately a sample of the wool cotton, took 
it seriously for a real sheep’s wool (merino) and insisted on knowing the brand, the name of the 
station, the grower, and quantity of bales available !

Caravonica silk cotton is the nearest approach to silk, and French and Belgian cotton mills are 
procuring it to make silk ribbons and velveteens at 1/6 per lb. of ginned lint. The Caravonica kidney 
has been so improved that the staple is strong, regular, and long, approximating that of Caravonica 
wool, and yielding now over 40 % of ginned lint. It is a large, hardy, prolific tree, it adapts itself to 
all kinds of seasons and climates, no matter how erratic and capricious, from inundating floods in the 
early seasons to perishing droughts. Dr. Thomatis says, in regard to climate . All that Caravonica 
wants is sandy soil, sandy lands, and heat and moisture, rain for six months, then heat, sun and 
drought for the other six months, when they will bear the crop, which lasts for six months, continuously 
flowering, budding and boiling.”
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agriculture in ilboutserrat.
The report on the Botanic Station and Experimental Plots in Montserrat is interesting to read, 

pointing as it does to the energy being shown in the agricultural development of this Island. Onions, 
sisal hemp, ground nuts, cotton, ginger, pine-apples, cocoa, fruits, rubber, and brown corn are all under 
trial. Of these, cotton has already become a standard industry, 132,848 lbs. of the value of ^6,064, as 
against 70,758 lbs. for the preceding year, having been shipped. The whole of the seed planted was 
treated with corrosive sublimate, and the season was characterised by the comparative absence of pests, 
the cotton worm excepted, which, however, was met with Paris green. Of the lesser industries, onions 
and sisal hemp appear to promise most. The old lime industry, for which Montserrat has been so 
celebrated, is apparently reviving, 2,500 crates having been shipped to London during the year. Con­
siderable efforts are also being made to improve the local breed of stock by the introduction of pedigree 
sires. The agricultural interests of the Island appear to be well looked after in the hands of Mr. 
Robson, the Curator, and Mr. Dudley Johnson, the Agricultural Inspector, and the revival of the 
agriculture of the Island, which received such a blow by the hurricane of 1899, may be looked for in 
the near future.

Ube Worths’ Coffee Supplv.
The Wall Street Journal gives an interesting account of the world’s coffee supply, and points 

out that while the consumption in the United States is increasing largely, the visible supply of the 
world has been diminishing more or less rapidly, and is at the present time a million and a half bags 
below that of August 1905. This supply stood on the 1st August of this year at 9,948,053 bags. 
This distribution of coffee in the ports of the world may be taken at 373,133 bags for Great Britain ; 
4>985,459 bags for all Europe, of which the French ports alone held 2,111,802 bags, and Germany 
1,470,944 bags. Then comes the United States with 3,343,594 bags. The Brazils and cargoes afloat 
account for the bulk of the balance.

The coffee trade is a world-wide system. From Arabia it has spread east and west through the 
tropics, and grows in some of the hottest climates of the world. It is one of those crops which^how­
ever, has sought out a few localities in which nearly all of it is grown. Brazil contributes about 80 
per cent, of the total, and Java comes next in order with a crop varying from about 250,000 bags to 
775,000 bags, even in succeeding years, so great is the risk in variation in product in the carefully 
cultivated fields of Java. More recently Venezuela has come to be looked upon as having large coffee 
possibilities. The whole northern coast of South America, Central America and the Islands of the 
West Indies are all to be counted among the possible areas of cultural expansion. What the future 
may hold for these countries will depend very much on how Brazil manages her system of maintaining 
a minimum price of coffee. The action of Brazil for controlling the price of her coffee will probably 
call international attention to coffee-growing as a field of investment, but to what extent surplus caoit'il 
may venture into expansion of old fields or the opening of new ones it will take several years to 
determine. ] ‘

IDerp flbanp ¡Seats 2lgo.
A Remarkable Discovery I

At a Meeting of the West India Committee held at the Crown and Anchor Taw j
the 9th of December, 1811, a letter from a Mr. James Smith of“ No. 10 Knightsbridge Hvde ^and °”
was read. In this letter, which occupies Jive closely written broad demy folh ha^es the 1 Hter^ 
Committee in grandiloquent terms the advantages of a secret process for converting ^sugar i^ ihf
of a common West Indian product. The letter begins J converting sugar into wine with the aid

“ Persuaded that that degree of orosneritv whirh ic _______  ■ .1
to the National existence of the British Empire, depends on the fateoftheVVesl IndiaTsllndT 
and knowing that you are strongly impressed with th^ • • T ';est India Islands,you on a subject wLh I trust c^ott but be grl^ you^S^ ‘°

He goes on to say that the project he submits would give the West Indian 
m spite of every opposition from the systematic malice of Bonaparte or ^he mistaken H J 
of Britain! Stated briefly Mr. Smith's proposal was to manuf^ °f th‘ ^'eat ^¿holders
any which the world could produce by fermentation from West India r wines of qualities equal toSparkling Champagne, the flavour of B^undy, Clarke, at a cost of 4^^

“ I think it necessary to mention that the wines which I produce by fermentation alone
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from West India Commodities, are procured by a process so simple, that after the proper 
ms ructions shall be published to the World, any ignorant person will be able to ferment their 
own wines with more ease and lefs attention than what is necefsary to make a Cup of good 

great LaiJdholders of this Country convinced that their real interests were 
uet^rn \° those noble sentlmentsof generous patriotism which so eminently 

characterize „English Gentlemen, and which are in harmony with the spirit of our excellent 
coil bui tu iion •

generallj^^^ the Use °f malt would be superseded by the sugar wine to the

“ The use of Malt Spirits, which destroy the physical strength and morals of the people, 
would give place to the healthy and invigorating beverage of a generous wine as pleasant to 
the taste as salutary to the human constitution. . . . The population of the Empire would be 
increased, as must infallibly take place in every country where a new market is created for any 
or its Great Staple Commodities. And eventually this Empire would lay the Cold Countries 
of the northern latitudes under contribution by that demand which they would be obliged to 
make sooner or later for our sugar to furnish them with Wines.”

^eS ^Ut a idea °f glowing prospects held out. It is needless to say that the letter 
included an application for. funds to carry on the experiments on ’a suitable scale, and the last entry which can be 
found m the minutes in connection with this subject was—

IResolveb:—That the Chairman be authorised to draw upon the Treasurer for One 
Hundred pounds to be advanced to Mr. Smith to enable him to make his Experiment upon the 
scale proposed, and that the Secretary be directed to supply Mr. Smith with about 14 cwt. of 
Sugar for that purpose.”

JEmioration from Calcutta.
The report of Dr. Banks, the Protector of Emigrants, Calcutta, on emigration from that port, 

to the British and Foreign Colonies for the year 
I9°5> states that no administrative measures of 
any importance were adopted by the Indian 
Government during the year under review. 
The Governments of Natal and Jamaica, how­
ever, amended the laws in those Colonies relating 
to Indian immigrants. The amendments made 
are not of sufficient importance to require 
specific mention. Information was received 
from the Emigration Agent for Mauritius that 
the rate of wages payable in the Colony to 
indentured adult male mmigrants had been 
raised from Rs. 5 rising in five years to Rs. 7, 
to Rs. 6 rising in five years to Rs. 8. Seven 
emigration agencies were at work during the 
year, of which six represented British Colonies, 
and one the Dutch Colony of Surinam. The 
total number of emigrants registered was 

being an increase of 5,010 over the 
number registered in 1904. The bad harvests 
and the consequent rise in the price of food 
grains in the recruiting districts contributed to 
this result. As usual, recruitment was most 
active in the United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh, from which 76'39 per cent, of the emi­
grants came ; Cawnpore, Fyzabad, and Basti 
supplying the largest number. Fifteen thousand 
three hundred and fifty-two emigrants were 
accommodated in sub-depots during the year, of 
whom 2,296 were rejected, which was a larger 
number than in the previous two years. This
fact points to the exercise of more care in the ?Ibr. Blfreb T Wiest, Jf.’K.G.S.
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medical inspections conducted up-country. Twelve thousand two hundred and ninety-six persons 
arrived at the Calcutta dépôts, but the number was reduced by rejections, releases, and other 
causes to 9,943. Of these, 9,322 were shipped during the year and 621 were left for subsequent 
despatch. The figures show, an increase in comparison with those for 1904, when 7,451 persons were 
accommodated in the Calcutta dépôts, and 7,135 actually took ship to the Colonies. In 1903 the 
number who embarked was 9,084 and in 1904 it was 10,882.

The sanitary arrangements of the depots at Garden Reach, Calcutta, were satisfactory through­
out the year, and the intending emigrants were well cared for. The demand for labour increased, 
8,157 immigrants being requisitioned as against 7,501 in the previous year. This was partly due to 
the fact that recruitment for Jamaica, which had been suspended in 1904, was resumed in 1905, 790 
emigrants being despatched to that Colony. The number of labourers supplied was 8,933, or 
776 more than the demand. This year there was less difficulty in securing labour owing to scarcity 
in the recruiting districts.

1904- 1905-
Colonies importing Number of adult labourers. Number of adult labourers.

Indian labourers. Demanded. Supplied. Demanded. Supplied.
Demerara 1,640 1,299! 2,605 2,605$
Trinidad 2,400 1,196^ 1,800 2,285
Jamaica... ... 830 7901
Mauritius 400 1,404! 520 7054
Natal 1,638 1,638 I,O37l 1,037!
Fiji 1,184 1,124 1,200 L3441
Surinam... ... 239 2381 165 165

Total 7,501 6,901 8,i57i 8,9331
The accounts of the Emigration Fund show that the year closed with a surplus balance of 

Rs. 1,778-11-8. This surplus is due partly to the increase of receipts on account of the larger number 
of emigrants embarked during the year, and partly to the inclusion in the receipts of the sum of 
Rs. 3,283-8-5, which represents the unclaimed estates of deceased emigrants. During the year 4,703 
immigrants returned to India, bringing with them savings amounting in the aggregate to 
Rs. 808,141-2-4, or, on an average, to Rs. 171-13-4 a head, as compared with Rs. 174-10 a head in 
the preceding year. The money saved in Jamaica per head is far in excess of anything saved in any 
other Colony.* One thousand and seventy-eight adults brought back no savings. The cash savings 
of the resident Indian immigrants in the several Colonies during the year 1904 as far as could be 
ascertained were :—

As in previous years, the labourers in Natal sent the largest remittances by money-order, the 
total amount so sent being nearly 14 lakhs.

Demerara ••• ¿215,378 Fiji ¿"18,121
Trinidad... 106,626 Jamaica ... 56,650
Mauritius 197,146 St. Lucia
N atal i36,395 Surinam ... 24,615

Consular IReport.
British Colonial Trade with Austria=Hungary.

It will be seen from the figures given below that while the imports from the British West 
Indies to Austria-Hungary are increasing, the exports are diminishing.

Imports from— Exports to—

British India and Ceylon 
British West Indies 
British possessions in the 

M éditer ranean...
Australia...
Canada
Cape Colony

1904.

£ 
5,714,880

61,117

6,603 
154,169

17,290 
23,000

19^.

... 5,627,994 ..
125,026 ..

11,911 ..
321,040 ..

15,315 ..
19,542 ..

1904.
£

• 2,356,185 ... 2
5,624 ...

69,181
40,699
62,447

100,606 ...

I9°5- 
£ 

,538,954 
2,828

76,690 
60,109 
52,685 

132,677

Total........................... 5,977,059
* The report states that Trinidad holds the lead 

was a misprint for Jamaica.

... 6,120,828 ... 2,634,742 ... 2 
in this respect, but from the figures it would

,863,943 

appear that this
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premiums on Xive Stock in Jamaica,
1 he Jamaica Agricultural Society has resolved to offer the following premiums on live stock 

mported, viz :—three premiums of /To each for the importation of dairy shorthorn, red poll or South 
Devon bulls ; four premiums of £^ for the importation of rams of milch breeds of goats : three 
premiums of £3 for the importation of Essex, Poland China, or Berkshire boars. The following are 
the conditions : °

r That only one premium be paid to each importer in each class of stock in any one year.
2-—That notice must be given by those intending to import of their intention to enter for these premiums.
3-—That the animals on arrival must be inspected and approved by two persons appointed by the Board.
4- That the premiums will be paid only after the animals have been six months in the Island.

Some Ibomewarö flbails.
The machinery of the new mail arrangements under the new contract is not as yet in full 

working order, but we have received mail advices by various opportunities. The R.M.S. “ Port 
Antonio” arrived at Avonmouth from Kingston, Jamaica, on Wednesday, August 29th, having 
among her passengers Mr. A. McDowell Nathan, who is interested in the proposals for the erection 
of the new hotel in Jamaica.

The Railways for British Honduras.
The Hon. A. R. Usher, writing on August 10th, said that no news had yet reached him with 

reference to the intention of the Mexican Government in respect to the fines illegally imposed on 
British vessels on the Rio Hondo, but it was understood that the matter was under consideration.

From the Clarion, of May 31st, it would be seen that the Legislative Council approved of a loan 
of £100,000 being raised for the development of the Colony, and one of the works suggested was the 
Stann Creek Railway. Since then the Frontier Railway had come to the front again, and it was 
understood that the Colonial Office was also likely to sanction this scheme, but opinion in the Colony 
was divided as to whether a line going only to the frontier would ever pay, and some strongly 
advocated that the Belize River should be made navigable as far as the Cayo, if possible, which would 
cost very much less than a railway to the frontier, and was worthy of serious consideration. The new 
Governor, Brigadier-General Swayne, who was expected at the Colony on August 12th, would no 
doubt have to settle the question of what works of development were to be undertaken at once.

Good Weather in Dominica.
The weather for the fortnight ended August 10th, the date of Mr. E. A. Agar’s letter, bad been 

rather fine for the season, and good for the young cacao.

Hotel enterprise in Jamaica.
Full particulars regarding the new hotel to be erected in the neighbourhood of Kingston were 

received by the R.M.S. “ Port Antonio.” It is to be erected under the auspices of the Hotel 
Titchfield Company, in the parish of St. Andrew, within three miles from Kingston, and will be 
480 feet long and four storeys high, with five storeys in the centre, and will be built and furnished in 
first class style. The company are anxious to acquire the Quebec lands as the site. It is expected 
that the hotel will be completed by December 1st, 1907.

The Hanover Agricultural Show was held at the barracks on Wednesday, August 1st. 
"Proceedings were opened by the Governor in the presence of a very large gathering. On August 9th 
an Agricultural Show was held at Mears Pen, North Clarendon.

Heavy rains wanted in Nevis.
Writing on August nth, the Hon. C. A. Shand said that it was satisfactory that some kind of 

contract for mail communication was to be resumed in the immediate future, but regrettable that it 
did not include better terms for the service of the northern group of Islands.

Dr. Bell, one of the resident medical officers, who had practised in Nevis for just thirty years, 
died on August 4th. He was much beloved by the people of the Island, and his funeral on the 
following day was very largely attended. He was a member of the Agricultural Society, and took a 
great interest in all matters affecting the welfare of the Island and its inhabitants.

Since last advices dry weather had prevailed, and unless heavy rain fell generally at an early 
date, the growth of both sugar and cotton crops, would be materially affected. A large area of 
cotton had'already been planted for 1907, and many acres more would be sown provided the elements 
were more favourable than just at present.
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Late grinding benefits St. Kitts.
When Mr. A. D. C. Adamson wrote on August 10th, that a good many estates were still 

grinding, and this year there was a much larger acreage than usual of “ stand over ” canes 
to be reaped in October and November, which should benefit by the present trend of prices.

A meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society was held on August 9th, at which it 
was determined to hold a local Agricultural and Industrial Show early in 1907; and it was also 
decided to ask the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the West Indies, in view of the scarcity 
and cost of American mules and the inferior quality of such as were locally bred, to give the Island 
the use of a good Kentucky Jack of about fifteen hands high.

Mr. Samuel Abbott, late of the firm of Wade and Abbott, died recently after a short illness, in 
his eightieth year.

The weather since the middle of July had been hot and. windy, with no rain ; for the last few 
weeks only a little over a quarter of an inch had fallen at Brighton, and it was believed that this was 
the average of the whole Island. In spite of the dry weather, the large cotton acreage was generally 
looking very fit indeed. In a postscript written on August nth, Mr. Adamson added that nice rains, 
though partial, fell during the previous night, ranging from half-an-inch to one inch, round the Island.

Our Xibrarp.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs of scenery 

or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Stick gifts will be duly acknowledged from time to time in 
this column.

Report on the Petrography of the Cuyuni and Mazaruni Districts, by Professor Harrison, C.M.G., &c. This 
valuable and interesting report, printed as an official paper in British Guiana, forms a further contribution to the petrology 
of British Guiana, for which Professor Harrison has already done so much, and a very useful feature in it is the 
description of the meanings attached to the technical terms used for distinguishing the igneous rocks of the Colony for 
the benefit of the general public. Summing up the situation in these districts, as regards gold, Professor Harrison says, 
“The results of field observations indicate that amphibolite and hornblende schist are the main sources of themetai 
in the Groete Creek, Cuyuni and Puruni districts. I have obtained ample evidence that these rocks are metamorphosed 
gabbro or diabase. In them the gold occurs in two ways, first as a constituent of the heavy minerals, secondly as free 
gold in the numerous veins and veinlets of quartz which traverse them. The large veins, reefs and masses of quartz in 
the epidiorite and hornblende-schist districts not unfrequently carry gold, in some cases in high proportions. But the 
majority of the quartz reefs which I have examined contain gold only in small and unprofitable proportions.” An account 
of some rocks at Omai, on the Essequebo river, is attached to the report, and some notes on the geology and petrography 
of the Berbice by C. W. Anderson. A list of upwards of 500 microscopic slides of specimens in connection with the 
report and marked for reference is appended to it.

The Empire Review for September contains an article by Mr. J. S. Hart, of Toronto, on “ How to extend Canadian 
Trade,” dealing with the advantages which both the West Indies and Canada would derive from reciprocity, especially the 
former, and seeks to find the cause of the hanging up of the interchange of the products of the respective countries' and 
attributes it, especially as regards fruit, mainly to the imperfection of the trade communication. “ Efforts have been 
made,” says Mr. Hart, ‘' by Great Britain and Canada to facilitate trade by bonusing steamer lines, and by Canada 
in remitting a part of the Custom’s duty charged against the world at large. Their attempts may have been of service 
but have been inadequate, the British West Indies lie undeveloped.................. The steamers connecting them with Canada
are too slow and infrequent to carry on a trade satisfactory to either party ; besides, they make too frequent calls for the 
more perishable fruits. Their course should be direct and fast and frequent enough to supply the demand ” A large 
proportion of Canadian tropical imports come via Boston and New York. St. John’s, however, is only twelve and twenty- 
four hours further by boat, with a good harbour open all the year, and from thence a passenger train reaches a point as 
far West as Toronto in less than twenty-four hours. Arrangements are now under consideration for a high class steamship 
line between Mexico and British Columbia, and the whole of Canada might be trading on fair terms for all her tropical 
imports. Sugar, of course, now forms a large item in the imports to Canada from the West Indies In fact in loos out 
of $4,232,287 of imports, $3,959,000 represented sugar and molasses. Imports of tea amounted to $3 500’000 of raw 
cotton, $6,000,000, of rubber, $2,500,000, and rice, $556,000. These are all industries which are steadily progressing in the 
West Indies, and for which Canada is a valuable market. Each party, the writer says, should learn more fully the needs 
and peculiarities of the other, and adapt their methods accordingly. Canadian importers complained of the sortin« 
packing and parcelling of the fruit, while the consumers had an equal number of complaints to make regarding our want 
of adaptation to their needs. Mr. Hart considers that as a first step towards putting into practical shane recinrncitv 
between Canada and the West Indies, the subsidy should be continued and a bounty be given anv shinn?™ 
according to the weight carried In addition to a better steamship service a tariff change would be necessary *wkh 
a marked or absolute abolition of duties in favour of British Colonies. Mr. Hart is a strong believer in th? matZS 
advantages derivable from reciprocity between Canada and the West Indies, and the increasing wants nf th^ IL?
the growing agricultural industries of the latter should form a strong objective towards that end^n the near future d

IRotes ot interest.
RHODES SCHOLARS. Among the Rhodes scholars who will take up residence at Oxford in October are 

Mr. Frederick Eardley Smith, of Bermuda (Worcester College), and Mr. Hugh Janies WoX o 
Jamaica (Exeter College). J "wucy,ui
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A NARROW ESCAPE. Mr. Howard Marsh, of Messrs. George Fletcher & Co., of Derby, is to be con- 
gratulated on his escape from the railway accident which took place on Monday, September 3rd, at 
Ou* 1 cUlCraS CDLauion»

RED BANANAS The red banana, shipped from Trinidad, is rapidly coming in favour both on this
S1i uu in V -teS' Their extreme delicacy means extra cost in shipping, but the higher price
which has to be paid for them is compensated for by the exquisite delicacy of the flavour. Americans 
who are proverbially good judges of fruit, pay more for them than any other kind. The Daily 
telegraph states that the red banana in New York is popularly known as the “Aspinall.”
FOR OUR READERS! For the convenience of our readers we have arranged to supply spring-backed filing 
cases for filing the current issues of the West India Committee Circular at 2s. 6d., or post free 3s. each • 
binding cases with gilt lettering on the back to hold one year’s issues, 2s. each, post free ; a ready 
reckoner (Dollars to Sterling and Sterling to Dollars), mounted on a stout card, 6d., and a Chart 
of Prices of 88 % beet from 1870 to 1904, also mounted on stout card, 6d.

THE COMIC SIDE. Mr. Arthur a Beckett, one of the latest recruits of the West India Committee, who 
is well-known as a former member of the staff of Punch, and has just been elected for the fifth con­
secutive year Hon. Treasurer to the Institute of Journalists, is going to give to the world his 
reminiscences in a volume to be entitled “ Recollections of a Humourist,” which is to be published by 
Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd., in the spring. The book will, we understand, contain an account of 
his recent visit to the West Indies as the guest of Sir Alfred L. Jones.

FRIENDLY RIVALS. A most enjoyable game was played last Saturday at Perry Oval, Forest Hill, 
between the R.M.S.P.C.C. and Elder, Dempster & Co.’s Cricket Team, resulting in a draw slightly in 
favour of the Royal Mail, who, batting first, totalled 184, but could only dispose of seven of Elder, 
Dempster’s wickets for 100 runs by the time arranged for closing. For the Royal Mail the chief 
scores were: Gay 45, Pacey 44, Moynihan and H. Williams 21 each. Sloan batted well for 
Elder, Dempster C. C., being unbeaten at the close with 43 runs to his credit.

APPOINTMENTS. The attention of those of our readers who require managers, overseers, engineers, 
clerks, &c., for their estates, is called to the list of applicants for such appointments, which appears in 
the advertisement pages of alternate issues of the West India Committee Circular. The last list was 
given on p. vi. of No. 205, and the next will appear in No. 207. Full particulars regarding the insertion 
of advertisements under the heading “ Appointments Wanted,” or “ Estates, &c., for Sale,” can be 
obtained from the Advertisement Manager, the West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.

SEPTEMBER. This Month most People plant Canes in, but I would chufe to lay all the Dung 
that is properly prepared, into the Cane Holes, and the Land wed very clean, and to have at leaft 
four-fifths of the Land for the Crop holed, and nine-tenths of the Dung made, that both may be well 
mouldered, which will give and fecure a good Strong Spring to be well preferved, which it was as 
ftrictly obferved as it neceffarily ought, it would avoid that moft and repeated Labour of fupplying 
which is too often neglected and unfeasfonably done.—A Treatife on Husbandry or Planting by William 
Belgrove, of the Ifland of Barbados, 1755.

COTTON REPORT. Since Messrs. Wolstenholme & Holland’s last report on August 14th, there has 
been more business doing in West Indian Sea Island descriptions, and sales have reached a fair total 
at steady prices. There is a demand for desirable qualities at 13d. to iqd. The business includes 
St. Thomas io£d. to 13d., Barbados 13d. to 13d., St. Kitts 12^-d to 13d., Antigua i2d. to i5|d., Nevis 
nd. to I4d., Anguila 13^-d., and Montserrat nd. Sea Island crop accounts from America are some­
what better, but still unsatisfactory, and the general opinion is that the crop must be smaller than the 
last; against this it must not be forgotten that Spinners hold good stock. During the fortnight ended 
August 30th, 66 bales of West Indian cotton were imported into the United Kingdom.

OUR VISITORS. With the departure of the West Indian Cricket Team, Mr. H. B. G. and Mrs.
Austin, Mr. J. R. C. and Mrs. Gordon, Mr. A. M. and Mrs. Low, the Rev. H. and Mrs. Dalton and Mr. 
and Mrs. Woodroffe, in the “ Trent ” on August 29th, the number of visitors from the West Indies 
still in this country is considerably reduced. Hon. W. Fawcett, Mr. Bert de Lamarre, Mr. F. E. 
Everington, Mr. J. D. Adamson, Mr. John Copeland, Mr. T. H. de Gale, Hon. A. P. Mackey, who 
leaves by the “ Orinoco” on September 12th, and Mr. H. A. Pile have been among recent callers at 
the West India Committee Rooms. The Hon. W. Gordon Gordon is enjoying good sport on his 
grouse moor. Mr. G. A. Sealy is taking the waters at Llandudno and among others still “ on 
this side ” are Lt.-Col. Hon. C. J. Ward, who is making a good recovery from his recent illness, 
Hon. Oscar Marescaux, Mr. C. T. Hunter, Mr. R. S. Gamble, the Hon. W. H. Lascelles, the 
Hon. C. Macaulay Browne, W. Eustace Greg, Mr. J. Gillespie, Hon. A. Warner, Captain J. B. 
Saunders, Mr. J. G. de la Mothe, Mr. A. S. Kernahan, Mr. C. F. Wietmg, Mr. L. G. Alston, 
Mr. W. A. Douglas and Mr. W. H. Farquharson. Hon. E. Du Boulay is still in Paris, where he 
generally spends his holiday, and Dr. Francis Watts is staying at Ilfracombe.
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Ube lEbitor’s SMarp.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the week under review, with the obiect of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed., Aug. 29th.—Sir D. Morris delivered an address in Manchester on cotton growing in the West Indies.— 

88 % Beet, 9s. 3fd., quiet.
Thurs., Aug. 30th.—Lady Campbell-Bannerman died at Marienbad.—The R.M.S. “Port Antonio' arrived at Avon- 

mouth from Bristol. The R.M.S.P. “Trent “left Southampton for the West Indies with the 
West India Cricket Team.—Bank Rate 3^ % unchanged.—Beet, 9s. 4|d., steady.

Fri., Aug. 31st.—The “Garden of Jamaica,” by F. G. Aflalo in the Morning Post.—Shade temperature in London 
91 °.—Beet, 9s. 5^d., steady.

Sat., Sept. 1st.—Article in the Times on Australia and preferential trade.—Beet (morning call), 9s. 6d., steady.
Sun., Sept. 2nd.—Shade temperature in London rose to 910 for the third consecutive day.
Mon.’, Sept. 3rd.—Rumoured rising in the eastern end of Cuba (The Times).—Beet, 9s. 5fd., firm.
Tues.', Sept. 4th.—Consols (2| %) are quoted 86f.—Reet, 9s. 6^d., quiet.

answers to Correspondents.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters oj 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Wednesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for reply.

Basset.—The Ochra or Ochro, Hibiscus esculentus, is a favourite and nutritious vegetable well-known in the West 
Indies. The unripe pods are boiled when very young in exactly the same manner as asparagus until they are quite soft, 
but not cooked sufficiently to burst the skin. The vegetable is also used to thicken soups. In this case, the skin and the 
seeds are removed by strainings. The Hibiscus Manihot is a flowering shrub It is purely ornamental and is usualty 
grown in gardens.

Sugar Boiler.—The boiling temperatures which you give for the several vessels of your triple effect are normal. 
Speaking generally, there is twice as much difference between the boiling temperatures of the second and third vessel as 
there is between those of the first and second. Similar differences occur with any multiple evaporator employed in raw 
sugar factories, and are the necessary result of the effort of the evaporator to produce equal evaporations from the several 
vessels in face of the change in the specific heats of syrup as it is concentrated, and the additional available sensible 
heat going forward from vessel to vessel with the syrup. The size of the vapour connections within limits will not 
affect materially, ceteris paribus, the relation of temperatures; but by the extent to which the air connections with the 
condenser are opened, these can be modified to a certain extent. The above remarks of course, apply to the ordinary 
degree of evaporation, 70 %, done by the evaporator of a cane sugar factory.

Ube West Jnbian Civil Service.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of Civil Servants, 

in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.

Mr. E. F. S. Bowen, Superintendent of Public Works, Barbados, resumed his duties on July 16th.
Mr. N. R. McKinnon, K.C., Acting Solicitor-General, has returned to British Guiana and resumed the duties of 

his office on the 16th July.
Hon. J. E. M. Salmon, Registrar, St. Lucia, has been granted leave of absence, and his duties will be performed 

by Mr. Theo. Cools-Lartigue. r
During the absence from Trinidad of the Hon. W. S. Robertson, Mr. W. G. Kay will act as an un-Official 

Member of the Legislative Council.
Brigadier-General Eric John E. Swayne, C.B., Governor Designate of British Honduras, has arrived in Belize and 

assumed the Government of the Colony.
Mr. L de Verteuil has been appointed to act as a Member of the Board of Education of Trinidad during the 

absence from the Colony of Mr. F. E. Scott.
The Lord Bishop of Guiana left the Colony on August 6th, and will be absent until December, during which time 

the Ven. Archdeacon Gwyther will act as bis Vicar-General. e
During the absence from the Colony of the Hon. H. A. Alcazar K C Mr r r ^i-innur 1act as an Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council of Trinidad ' C Skl"ner haS been aPP“n‘ed 10
Sir Robert Llewelyn will leave Grenada early in October, and Mr. Ralph Williams who hac „ a

England, will assume the Government of the Windward Islands in the same month. ’ arnved in
His Honour Sir W. H. Greaves, Kt., Chief Justice of Barbados, has been granted three month«' u™ «r 

from July 17th, during which time the Hon. W. K. Chandler, C.M.G., will act in Hs place
The resignation of the Hon. A. W. Holmes X Court of the acting appointment of Colonial Engineer Antigua has 

been accepted, and Mr. B. H. Jarvis has been appointed to act as Colonial Engineer and Survevor-General gua’ naS 
Hon. N. Darnell Davis, C.M.G., Acting Government Secretary, British Guiana has been arantS tk

leave of absence from August nth, during which period Hon. J. Hampden King. Acting' Auditor-Genera]0 «’ii a” in his 
place.

Hon. A. G. Bell, M.Inst.C.E., Colonial Civil Engineer, has been granted leave nf cwith an extension of leave for three months, and during his absence from British Guiana hi duties will LmOna ' 
Mr. R. J. Scott Bushe, A.M.Inst.C.E. na m duties will be performed by
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H West Indian Security.
The Floating Dock Company of St. Thomas, Ltd.

ninth

Revenue Account is ¿2.956 12s. 6d. The Directors recommend that the sum of ¿826the R^“ °f 
and Equalisation of Dividends Fund, and that a Dividend at the rate of 4 per cent 5 T

Weatber Uelegrams.

“ Weather 
“ Weather 
showers.” 
Berbice.” 
Antonio :

Antigua (Messrs;. Boddington & Co.), September 3rd. “Pond rains general, five inches 
upward. British Guiana (Messrs. Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd.) August 20th 
dry, some showers would be acceptable.” (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.) August 30th.' 
dry, some showers would be acceptable.” September 1st. “Weather drywith local 
(Messrs. Henry K. Davson & Co.), September 4th. “Weather continues favourable in 
Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended August 22nd. Port 
16th to 22nd, rainy. Kingston : 16th to 20th, fine ; 21st, rainy; 22nd, fine.

Ube /¡bails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “Orinoco” iCaot Pearce! 

September 12th Mr H. Leotaud, Mr. O. Carter, Mr. A. Burch, Mr. A. Baraisie, Mr. R. Driver, Mr and Mrs’ 
Nicholson, Mrs Almond, Mr. F. S. Schloss, Mr. G. E. Child, Mr. and Mrs. Strass, Mr. and Mrs. C. Morris Mr G H 
RiSien Mr. G F Robins, Mr. D. Swain, Mrs. G. Swain, Mrs. C. F. Deininger, Mr. P. Tauch, Mrs. Bessone Mr M 
n Tn' T; VarSas' Mr- w- Goodman, Mr. W. Bowring, Mr. A. D. Thomson, Mr. W. M. Freestone, Mr and Mrs 
Buchell Mr. J. W. Meyer, Mrs. L. Meyer, Miss K. Halsey, Mr. and Mrs. Abraham, Mr. R. C. Curtis Mr H W 
Gower Mr. A 'L Vickery, Mrs. W. H. Coombs, Mr. J. Stubbins, Mr. J. Conrad, Mr. and Mrs. A. Mackay’ 
Mr. Eddison, Mr. E. J. M. Nash.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. “Port Antonio” (Capt 
Gwen Jones), August 29th. Jamaica Mr. A. D. Brooks, Mr. Bell, Mr. H. Crisp, Mr. A. Clodd, Mr. W. H Drew 
Mr. H S. Davis, Mr. M. de L. Davis, Mr. A. H. Hart, Mr. T. C. Hart, Mrs. and Miss Maxwell-Hall, Rev. W Hark 
Mr. and Mrs. Ingle, Miss Jones, Dr. P. M. Lyon, Mr. J. L. MacKenzie, Mr. A. M. Nathan, Miss Owen, Mr. R. Raw’ 
Mr. J. R. Smith, Mr. S. L. Schloss, Mr. F. Sharp, Miss L. F. Sharp, Mrs. A. M. Sinclair, Mr. Smallbones and 
Dr. F. N. Scotland.

/¡bail arrangements.
The R.M.S.P. “ Orinoco,” which was timed to sail for Barbados on September 13th, will leave 

Southampton a day earlier, that is to say, on Wednesday, September 12th, and will call at Vigo and 
the Azores. This arrangement is made to suit the convenience of a large number of third class 
passengers who will be going to Panama.

* Letters to be addressed per S.S. “ Statia,” via Dartmouth. t In E.C. District up to 8 p.m.
I Letters must be addressed “ per Private S.S. ‘ Crown of Granada.

Outward Mails.
Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet. Closing for 

Letters in Ldn
Sept. 7 Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia

and Dominica), Grenada, Trini­
dad and Demerara *Dartmouth ... Direct Line “ Statia ” Sept 7, noon.

„ 8 Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. “ Port Henderson ” ,, 7, +6 p.m.
.. 8 Barbados (for Demerara and West •

Indian Islands) Liverpool Harrison Line * * Barrister ’ ’ ,, 7, mdn’t.
„ 12 Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada,

and Demerara) St. Lucia, Domi­
nica and Trinidad Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. * ‘ Orinoco ” ,, 11, mdn’t.

14 Demerara and West India Islands
(Jamaica excepted) J Glasgow Direct Line ‘ ‘ Crown of Granada ,, 13, 6 p.m.

Homeward Mails.
Date. Where From. Port of Arrival. Company. Packet.

Sept. 12 Jamaica Avonmouth... I.D.W.I.M.S. ' ‘ Port Royal ’ ’ 
‘ Tagus ’ ’-• r7 The West Indies ... ... Southampton R.M.S.P.Co.

.Exports from Jamaica.
Sugar Cocoa Rum Coffee Coconuts Cotton Pimento Bananas Oranges

April i to Aug. 4, 'o6
tons. cwts. galls. cwts. lbs. cwts. bunches

7.59° 33,882 830,300 12,190 2,i57.o45 15.036 23,028 6,445,022 6,244,696
................. 5. ’05 5,628 15.386 686,314 8,671 1,612,981 29.935 23,240 6,376,383 3.374.269
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Ebe ¡produce ílDarhet5, Summary.
Sugar.—The improvement in prices continues, and we have now reached a point that covers cost of production, 

and it is sincerely to be hoped the improvement will be a lasting one. The mainspring of this rise has undoubtedly been 
the abnormal distribution, following the reduced one of 1904/5. the outcome of the high prices resulting from the failure 
of that season’s beet crop. Sundry outside influences of small moment have assisted the movement, and have been wel­
come in their way. Up to the present, no complaints reach us as to the condition of the growing beet crops, which 
appear to be in a normal position, notwithstanding the absence of rain and tropical heat in this country. Were anything 
wrong we should soon hear of it. The unsettled condition in Cuba, if it lasts and spreads, may prove an interesting 
feature later on, but in its present phase it attracts little attention. It is a question however that must not be brushed 
lightly aside, for anything affecting a region producing so large an amount of Sugar as Cuba, is manifestly of first 
importance. With Sugar still cheap, any circumstance that may unfavourably influence the production of Continental 
beet, or of Cane Sugar in the expanding island of Cuba is undoubtedly of great moment and will have an important effect 
on the range of prices during the coming season. These two features, outside which all others are of little moment, must 
therefore be dispassionately watched by all growers of Sugar, and within a month or so from now the indications should 
be pretty clearly laid before the world.

The closing prices of 88% beet are:—September, 9s. 6^d. ; October/December, 9s. 4d. ; January/March, 9s. 3^d , 
and May, 9s. 4|d., with crop 1907/8, October/December. 9s. 3d., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :—

Europe ... ... ... ..............
United States ... ... .............
Cuba...
Afloat

1906
1,610,000

270,000 
80,000 
50,000

1905
1,110,000 

190,000 
210,000 
210,000

1904 
1,480,000

120.000
40,000

160,000

1903
1,750,000

240,000
200,000

90,000

1902 
1,800,000 Tons. 

160,000 
igo.ooo 
160,000 ,,

Total 2,010,000 1,720,000 1,800,000 2,280,000 2,310,000 ,,

Quotations of 88% Beet, 4th Sept. :— 9s. 6^d. 8s. lOd. 10s. 9d. 8s. 5|d. 5s. 11 jd.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Yellow crystallised has, so far, not followed the upward movement in the beet root market, 
the Trade being in full Stock from their recent purchases. Only small sales have taken place during the fortnight at 
unchanged prices, and 15s. 3d. remains the value of average qualities. An improved demand is now due. For 96 test to 
arrive, 10s. 6d. or over might easily be obtained on floating terms.

Molasses Sugar is in moderate demand, dark qualities selling from 10s. to 10s. 6d., and fine grocery up to 14s., 
duty paid and on the spot. To arrive, 89 test is quoted 8s. 3d. in bond, on floating conditions.

Muscovado.—There is no stock of grocery Barbados, and the landed value of suitable sugar is 14s. to 14s. 6d., 
duty paid. For 89 test afloat, something over 9s. in bond might be obtained on floating terms.

The Market continues firm. The stock of Demerara in Importers’ hands being all sold out, there is no business to 
report, rod. remaining the nearest value for fair rum. In Jamaica sales are taking place from 2s. 2d. upwards, according 
to quality. Leewards and other Foreign kinds are quoted gd. to is. 2d.

West India Figures since 1st J;an. : 1906. 1905. 1904. 1903- 1902.
Imports... ............. 45,000 32,000 35.000 19,000 54,000 Tons.
Deliveries ... 33,000 28,000 34.100 30,000 29,000
Stocks ... ... 21,000 14,000 14,000 18,000 37,000

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised 15s. 3d. 17s. Od. 17s. 6d. 15s. 9d. 12s. 9d.

Rum.—Stocks in London : 1906. 1905- 1904. 1903-
Jamaica 9300 ... 10,200 11,300 ... n,8oo Puns.
Demerara ... 5400 ... 5900 9000 ... 7700 ,,
Total of all kinds 20,700 ... 24,300 29,100 29,300 ,,

Cocoa.—Stocks in London : 1906. 1905. 1904. 1903-Trinidad ... 12,600 23.400 29,700 19,900 Bags.
Grenada ... 7900 17,600 17.500 11,900 ,,
Total of all kinds 68,700 90,500 100,300 76,400

The Market is starved for supplies of West India kinds, and for the small lots available enhanced prices have been 
obtained. The closing values are: Trinidad fair collected, 62s., Estate Marks, 64s. to 68s.: Grenada fair, 55s., 
fermented, 57s. to 59s. From other Islands fair Native is worth 55s., and fermented, 56s. to 59s.

Coffee.—Easier. Good ordinary Jamaica, 40s. to 42s.

Nutmegs.—Small sales at steady prices. Mace.—A few packages sold without change. Ginger._ Slow. Good 
common to low middling Jamaica, 59s. to 62s. Pimento.—Quiet at 2^d. to 3d.

Arrowroot.—Large sales of St. Vincent have taken place, aggregating 2500 barrels, chiefly at 2d. for good manu 
acturing, and the market being practically cleared, further supplies are urgently needed.

Lime Juice.—Quiet, value 1 id. to is. 2d. Concentrated, unchanged, value ¿22 10s. to ¿22 15s Hand Pressed, 
unchanged at 2s. 6d. to 2s. gd. Distilled Oil, no alteration, value, 2s. 6d.
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KJO reason is given for the delay in the publication of the Report on the Blue Book of Jamaica 

for 1904-05, which has only just made a belated appearance. The Report is dated June 30th, 
1906, fifteen months after the close of the financial year under review, and nine weeks more were 
allowed to elapse—surely more than a liberal time for printing and revising—before its presenta­
tion to Parliament. We have on more than one occasion called attention to the disadvantages 
which accrue from procrastination of this kind in dealing with these Reports, and the present 
instance furnishes an example of how much harm it may do. Considerable publicity of a kind 
which is hardly calculated to improve the credit of the Colony has been given to the Report by our 
contemporaries who do not realise that it deals with a period which closed nearly a year and a half 
ago, and one, moreover, in which the Island was only just beginning to recover from a cyclone of 
exceptional severity. Following our usual custom, we place on record on another page some of the 
more prominent features of Sir J. A. Swettenham’s masterly though melancholy summary of a year 
of depression; but we would ask our readers to bear in mind that that year has happily been 
succeeded already by one of returning prosperity. Thus, as we have already been able to 
announce, the revenue of the Colony for 1905-06, showed a surplus of over £44,000, the total increase 
of general revenue amounting to £116,245, and expenditure showing a small decrease over the 
preceding year. Again, in 1905-06 the exports showed a remarkable resiliency ; 14,748,642 bunches 
of bananas were exported as compared with 8,982,040 in 1904-05, and it may be mentioned that 
during the first nineteen weeks of the present year 6,866,376 bunches have already been exported. 
Indeed, with the exception of cotton and pimento, increases are shown all down the list. Since 
April 1st last, 7697 tons of sugar have been exported, as compared with 6631 tons in I9°5- Cocoa 
exports amounted to 33,942 cwts. against 15,459 cwts.; rum, 853,213 gallons against 689,568 
gallons; coffee, 12,198 cwts. against 9163 cwts. ; cocoa-nuts, 2,251,895 against 1,661,081; and 
oranges, 6,266,196 against 3,457,619. To Sir J. A. Swettenham’s trenchant remarks regarding 
Government control over expenditure, we may revert at a later date, but in the face of such returns 
it is impossible to take other than a cheerful view of the future, and when the Report 01 the Blue 
Book for 1905-06 is published, as we hope it will be at an early date, it should do much to re-assure 
the public at home as to the financial stability of Jamaica.

Canadian Sugar imports.
During the year ended June 30th, 1905, the value of the sugar going into Canadian ports 

amounted to $8,470,987 made up as follows: Eastern Ports, «7.525.507! Western
Of the 154,353 tons which this represents, British Guiana and the West Indies contributed 

112,124 tons, valued at $6,482,596. . . . . , ur-ei.-Taking the money value as the basis of the proportions of sugar going into the Western and 
Eastern port! respectively, 88.8 per cent, was delivered at the latter, ^h^ wou!d represent s^ 
where about 138 000 tons. Of this, the West Indies and British Guiana sent 112,124, the 
balance, say 26,000° tonT must have been obtained from elsewhere. Nearly 700cton^ were 
contributed by Great Britain, and the balance from countries not receiving preference. Of the
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above 112,124 tons, 1757 tons entered under the general tariff. These, it may be presumed, e 
concentrated syrups, which neither came under the head of sugar nor molasses. Anyway, the tact 
remains that in 1904-05, in spite of the excess of West Indian sugar available, 20,000 tons were 
imported into the Eastern ports from elsewhere.

TTbe Sports ot tbe West Jnbian Jslanbs.
The following return has been issued by the Board of Trade showing the average annual exports 

to the United Kingdom and the United States of America during each quinquennium ending 1904 
1899, 1894, and 1889 from the British West Indian Islands ; also how much of such exports were of 
sugar and molasses ; how much were of fruit (fresh and dried), coffee, cocoa, and tobacco ; together 
with the proportions for each such period going to the United States of America and the United 
Kingdom respectively.

Average Annual Value of the Total Exports from the British West Indian Islands.

Quinquennium. To the 
United 

Kingdom.

To the 
United States 
of America.

To 
all Countries. 

*

Percentage Proportion.

To the United 
Kingdom.

To the 
United States 
of America.

£ £ £ Per cent. Per cent.

1900-1904 1,443,000 2,597,000 5,466,000 26-4 47'5
1895-1899 ............................... 1,455,000 2,462,000 4,940,000 29'5 49-8
1890-1894 - . . 1,874,000 2,931,000 5,906,000 3i'7 49'6
1885-1889 2,098,000 2,427,000 5,621,000 37'3 43'2

Quin­
quennium.

Average Annual Value of the Total Exports from the British West Indian Islands.

To the 
United 

Kingdom.

To the 
United 

States of 
America.

To all 
Countries. 

*

Percentage 
Proportion.

To the 
United 

Kingdom.

To the 
United 

States of 
America.

To all 
Countries.

Percentage 
Proportion.

To the 
United 

Kingdom.

To the 
United 

States of 
America.

To the 
United 

Kingdom.

To the 
United 

States of 
America.

Sugar. Molasses.

£ £ £ Per Per £ £ £ Per Per
Cent. Cent. Cent. Cent.

1900-1904 363,000 710,000 1,296,000 28'0 54'8 5.400 20,000 172,000 3'1 ii’6
1895-1899 366,000 1,070,000 1,487,000 24-6 7i'9 6,000 11,000 149,coo 40 7'3
1890-1894 444,000 1,605,000 2,122,000 20'9 75'6 6,600 32,000 239,000 2’8 13'3
1885-1889 620,000 1,491,000 2,190,000 28-3 68’1 8,coo 52,000 229,000 1 3‘5 22’8

Fruit (fresh and dried).t Coffee.

£ £ £ Per Per £ £ £ i Per Per
Cent. Cent. Cent. Cent.

1900-1904 69,000 860,000 953.000 7'3 90-2 24,400 41,600 129,400 18-9 32-1
1895-1899 29,000 647,000 682,000 4'2 94'8 48,600 78,000 202,800 24-0 38*5
1890-1894 43.000 503,000 551,000 7'8 91'3 94,600 177.400 345,000 27'4 51'4
1885-1889 41,000 296,000 343,000 12’0 86’3 82,800 121,800 235.000 1 35'2 51-8

Cocoa. Tobacco.

£ £ £ Per Per £ £ £ Per Per
Cent. Cent.

4,600
Cent. Cent.

1900-1904 500,000 452,000 1,402,000 35'7 32’2 1,000 28,000 164 3*6
1895-1899 426,000 233,000 965,000 44'2 24’2 2,600 1,600 21,6co 12’0 7'41890-1894 430,000 185,000 893,000 48’2 20’7 1,400 600 14,600 9'6 4'11885-1889 428,000 106,000 732,000 58'5 14'4 800 1,000 10,000 8’0 10’0

An important feature of this statement is the rapid rise shown in value of the exports ot 
cocoa and the falling off shown by sugar. The value of sugar and molasses exported in the five 
years ended 1904 exceeded that of cocoa by £66,000 only ; but another by-product of sugar 
namely rum, of which the exports from the West Indies amount to over £100 000 a year is’ 
unfortunately, not included in the statement. It will be understood that the above table refers 
to the West Indian Islands only and does not include British Guiana, the value of whose exports 
of sugar, molasses and rum average about £1,250,000 per annum.J *

• Exclusive of trade between the various British West Indian Islands
xT x. , 1 Mostly fresh fruit, the exports of dried fruit from the British West Indian islands being verv «mall
tin 1904-05 the value of the exports from British Guiana were: sugar, £1,280,596 : rum, £62,713 ; molasses, XS« cattle food, £36,711.
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ZTbe Banana XTrabe.
The most astonishing development in the fruit trade of the United Kingdom last year, says Mr- 

Barclay in the Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, was the banana business. “The banana 
has become the most popular fruit handled in British markets. At one time the apple and the orange 
were favourites, now the banana heads the list easily. Over 5*500,000 cwts. of bananas wer^ 
imported into Great Britain during 1905, against 4,250,000 cwts. of oranges, 3,250,000 cwts. of apples, 
and 1,100,000 cwts. of tomatoes. Yet the banana business is only in its infancy. The day may 
come when 20,000,000 bunches of bananas will be consumed annually in Great Britain. Great 
Britain paid last year for bananas £2,000,000, the three sources of supply being the Canary Islands, 
Jamaica, and Costa Rica. Of that £2,000,000, Jamaica only supplied £225,000 worth. We have no 
figures at hand to show the value from the Canary Islands, or we could show what the United Kingdom 
received from Costa Rica, but it was evidently more than from Jamaica. Even £250,000 to one 
place is far greater value than all the rum we send out—yet J amaica rum needs protection—but not 
Jamaica bananas or oranges.”

Some Colonial associations.
Two new Colonial organisations have recently been formed in London. These are the New 

Zealand Association and the East India Merchants’ Association. There is quite a numerous com­
munity of New Zealanders in London and other centres in this country, for whom a rallying centre 
with modest club facilities has been a long felt want. At present the New Zealand Association, of 
which the Hon. W. P. Reeves, High Commissioner of New Zealand, is President, and Mr. R. H. Hooper 
and Mr. J. P. Waterlow, joint Hon. Secretaries, is mainly social, but its objects are wide, and include 
the encouragement of business intercourse between New Zealanders resident in the United Kingdom 
and New Zealand. The headquarters are at present at 8, Victoria Street, Westminster.

Recently, a meeting of merchants and representatives of firms connected with the East 
India trade was held at the Baltic, and an Association was formed to consider, promote and protect 
the interests of members in their dealings with the East Indies, to promote or oppose legislative and 
other measures affecting the well being of the Association, and to collect and circulate statistics and 
other information relating to trade, commerce and shipping, so far as it may be of benefit and interest 
to the members. The East India Merchants’ Association thus formed will be registered as a limited 
liability company. Sir H. Seymour King, M.P., was elected President, and Mr. W. Lindley Jones, 
Hon. Treasurer, and a Council of fifteen members was elected and a set of rules adopted.

The establishment of these Associations is an indication of the increase in Imperial sentiment, 
which has been such a noticeable feature during the last few years, and in this connection it may be 
of interest to our readers to give particulars of another Colonial body, the Ceylon Association, which 
was formed in London in 1888 for the purpose of acting, in correspondence with the public bodies in 
Ceylon, for the protection and furtherance of the general interests of that Colony. The general 
management of the business of the Association, of which Mr. W. Martin Leake is Secretary, is in the 
hands of an Executive Committee elected yearly at the annual meeting of members. A tea and 
produce committee, also elected annually, deals with all technical matters connected with trade. 
All residents in the United Kingdom interested in Ceylon are eligible as members. The Ceylon 
Planters’ Association contribute annually £60, and the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce £50 to the 
funds of the Association. It has, we understand, done very useful work.

Queensland Sugar Jnbustrp.
The “ Year Book of Australia,” recently published, devotes a section to the Queensland sugar 

industry. As to production, it is pointed out that the future of this remains in consideiable doubt on 
account of the expressed determination of the Federal Government to enforce the piohibition of the 
employment of coloured labour after the close of 1906. In the southern or less tropical portions, the 
industry would not be affected, as it is here that white labour has proved a success. 1 he position is that 
after four years operation of the white labour bonus of £2 per ton sugar, only one-third of the sugar 
crop has been grown by it. Dr. Maxwell, the Queensland Director of Agriculture, considers that the 
position of the industry after 1907 will be most serious. The place of the deported Kanakas will 
be taken by other aliens, who are, and must remain, outside the conditions of white production, and 
in time produce “ a grave menace to Imperial concerns.” In New South Wales there is no coloured 
labour difficulty, although a few Asiatics are employed. Here the cane is cut every second year, 
while in Queensland a crop is annually obtained for the greater portion of the cane growing area. 
The average price for standing cane in New South Wales is ns. 3d per ton, and the cost of cutting, 
transport, etc., brings it to 16s. 6d. The total acreage in canes has diminished from 32,907 acres 
in 1894-95 to 21,525 acres in 1904-05. In Queensland, the sugar industry has increased from 69,983 
tons in 1890-91 to 147,688 tons in 1904-05. In addition to the fifty-three mills crushing cane, two 
refineries and four juice mills, representing a capital of £2 120,459-were employed. After December 
31st, 1906, any Pacific Islander found in Queensland will be deported. The import duty on cane
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sugar is £6 per ton, while the excise duty is £3 per ton, 4s. a ton of cane being allowed on Australian 
sugar grown by white labour. During 1904-05, six of the milling companies failed to meet their 
monetary obligations to the State, and passed into the possession of the Government. In view of 
the abolition of Polynesian labour and its probable effect upon sugar production in North Queens­
land, there is every chance of beet cultivation being undertaken in Victoria, where the soil and climatic 
conditions are favourable to it.

Colonial IReport.
A belated Jamaica Report.

The report on the Blue Book of Jamaica,* which has just been published, revives memories 
of the past, dealing as it does with such ancient history as the departure of Sir Augustus Hemming 
from the Island on May 25th, 1904, and subsequent events down to March 31st, 1905, only. The 
preceding report was issued in December, 1904, and no explanation is given for the belated 
appearance of the corresponding report for 1904-05. The delay in the publication of these Colonial 
reports, which greatly minimises their value, has been frequently commented on in the West India 
Committee Circular. It is difficult to assign a cause for it, and it certainly does not seem unreason­
able to expect that considering the large civil service which Jamaica has, it should be produced earlier.

The total revenue for the year ended March 31st, 1905, was £751,562 and the expenditure 
£824,816, leaving a deficit of £73,254. We give the following table for the purpose of comparison :—

Revenue. Expenditure.
1900-01 £760,386 £763,662 £3,276 Deficit.
1901-02 774,837 751,699 32,138 Surplus.
1902-03 856,514 788,847 67,667 „
1903-04 926,164 822,876 103,288 „
1904-05 751,562 824,816 73,254 Deficit.

The balance sheet of the Colony, which on April 1st, 1904, indicated a surplus of £67,791 
of assets over liabilities, exhibited on 31st March, 1905, an excess of liabilities over assets of 
£5463, and on that day the Colony had overdrawn its account with the Crown Agents by the very 
large sum of £88,832. In view of these circumstances the Government was compelled to defer not 
only all improvements, but even many administrative expenses very desirable for carrying out 
public duties. Sir J. Alexander Swettenham complains bitterly of the system prevailing, by which 
laws were passed designed to weaken the control which the Government and Legislature of the day 
ought always to be able to exercise over public expenditure, passed, too, on the unquestioned 
assumption that there would always be found in the Treasury ample funds for almost all purposes 
which called for public expenditure.

“For example, Laws 14 of 1873, 9 of 1874, 28 of 1889, and 21 of 1894, authorise the Governor to 
advance to parish boards whatever sums (without any limit) may be applied for, for local sanitary works, 
markets, poor-houses, waterworks, and cemeteries, and only one of these, viz., Law 7 of 1886, gives thé 
Governor a discretion to refuse, the others give none. Law 30 of 1879 compels the placing on the public 
estimates of each year of double the subscriptions collected each year for a sailors’ home. Law 19 of 1894 
makes the cost of erecting private telephone wires a charge on the Public Treasury. Laws 31 of 1890 31 of 
1893, and 32 of 1896, compel the Treasury to make advances for re-constructing streets, and for maintaining 
and repairing sewers in certain localities. They also compel the expenditure from general revenue of Z200 
a year on streets, and enforce provision being made for that sum on the annual estimates. Law 14 of 1801 
casts upon the Treasury the burden of extinguishing all deficits on the Immigration Fund. It seems never 
to have been contemplated that the Treasury might some day be exhausted, or that occasions might present 
themselves when there was too small a balance to meet all these irregular and often unlimited demands 
I use the word irregular as meaning a demand which no taxation has been devised to meet and for which no 
funds have been provided.”

The total value of exports amounted to £1,436,725, of which goods worth £1 334 610 were 
produced or manufactured m the Colony. The total value of imports was £1 672 168 ’ The exports 
were £344.840 below the average of the past ten years. The value of the export of fruit for iqo4-os 
—£601,816—was the lowest since April 1st, 1897. The following table shows the export of bananas 

1902-03 .. .. .. 14,660,582 stems value £1 134 730
1903-04 .. .. .. 7,803,243 „ „ 585,243+
1904-05 .. .. .. 8,903,739 „ „ 514101

The proportion of the whole which went to England was almost 10 per œnt. as compared 
with 8-1 per cent in 1902-03. The figures for last year fell far short of expectation and estimate 
Compared with the preceding year there was a diminution in value of exports under the foliowine 
heads, principally :— 6

Bananas ..
Logwood . .
Coconuts ..
Ginger
Oranges

• • £71,052
• • 35,249

32,702
15,232
10,206

* Colonial Reports—Annual ; No.

Sugar 
Honey 
Rum 
Fustic 
Grape-fruit

Jamaica. f Hurricane year.

£5,356 
5,265 
4452 
3,789 
2,353492,
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There was an increase of value in the following : —
Pimento
Logwood extract 
Goat skins . .
Cattle

■ • £48.122 
16,060 
4,431 
2,326

Tobacco—Cigars 
Cigarettes 
Leaf

. . £1,620 
1,056 

30

In the quantity of cocoa and kola nuts exported there was a gratifying increase, but no increase 
in value. A satisfactory feature of the year was the increase in the tobacco trade, Jamaica cigars and 
cigarettes haying gained a very enviable reputation and the manufacture being well established. 
The increase in this industry is shown by the following table:—

1894-95 
1895-96
1896-97 
1897-98
1898-99 
1899-1900

Value. 
£9.005 
7.648 

11.363 
18,090 
17,230 
16,659

1900-01
1901-02
1902-03
1903-04
1904-05

Value.
•• £22,679
• • I5,960 

20,411
■ ■ 19.567
.. 22,408

For everything but leaf tobacco, foreign states ar our best customers. For leaf tobacco 
there is a steady demand in England, and the quantity grown is not sufficient to supply that 
demand after supplying the local manufactures.

Sugar is perhaps the most notable feature in the exports, as shown in the following table, 
giving the sugar exported : —

Percentage in 
Destination. Year 1902-03. Year 1903-04. Year 1904-05. 1904-05 of total export.

To the United States of America .. £134,165 £39,980 £2,561 2’2 per cent.
To Canada .. .. .. 8,744 48,792 87,153 74-9

Of local manufactures, sugar takes the first place, with rum derived from the same product. 
The Brussels Convention has given decided encouragement to the sugar industry, and planters 
seem confident that cane sugar can for the future compete successfully with sugar produced from 
beetroot. Schemes were being promoted during the year for consolidating sugar properties and 
manufacturing at central factories. The two principal sugar-producing districts of Jamaica are 
on the north-west of the Island and on the south-west. Each has now a Planters’ Association, but 
they do not combine, because on the north side the principal product is rum and on the south it is 
sugar.

Vigorous steps were taken to induce cultivators and others to grow cotton. The result was 
rather disappointing—an export of cotton of 14,466 lbs., worth £546, to the United Kingdom, and 
of cotton seed, worth £20, to the United Kingdom and United States. The prices realised were 
decidedly good, and the cotton grown was of very high quality. It is well known, says Sir J. A. 
Swettenham, that after the American war of independence many loyalists left the United States 
for Jamaica and Berbice, where they planted cotton with great success, and it is disappointing to 
find that with so much in favour of the cultivation it has not been pursued with more energy m this 
Colony. “ Amongst the causes for this unsatisfactory state of things I may mention the ratoon diffi­
culty, which, however, could be avoided by a rational system of rotation of crops, wherein cassava 
and the local peas (red peas and cow peas) or grain should take their places, and the existence of 
animal pests, which require extermination at some expense and trouble, and the want 01 skill on 
the part of local pickers. This last difficulty would, of course, vanish with practice.

“The great want of the Colony is the plantation on an extensive scale of its large properties, 
which at present are used for pastures or allowed to grow up in brushwood. Unfortunately, there 
is a want of confidence in the application of capital to land, except in certain favourite ways, such

“ Thel^cafmanufacture of logwood extract, worth £63.689. facilitates the export of the dye, 
and it has been so successful that a second factory is projected. The local manufacture of lime juice 
is capable of great expansion ; hardly any place in the world is so well adapted as this for the growth 
and manufactureof this P^uct ” f h t has developed conslderaMy. The
hats are made not “straw but from a small palm named
JippiTappa (the orthography whereof varies considerably), and they strongly resemble the expensive 

which come from Colombia. Jhe export figur^^^ indicate 
the total export, as tourists and visitors buy many on the spot and take them 
apparel. The spread of this industry is very creditable to fhe enterprise o¡the more ^dustaous 
of the peasantry1, the remuneration is high and the work not difficul. all that is now required is 
to secure a steady supply for export, the demand for which exceeds the supp y.
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Consular IReport.
Rubber and Cotton in Angola.

Some ten years ago rubber grew exuberantly in many districts of Angola, and merchants derived 
a profitable trade from its export, which reached some 3000 tons per annum. The wholesale devas­
tation of the rubber forests, which has extended over a lengthy period, is now, however, being 
perceptibly felt by the dealers, who are beginning to realise that their sources of supply are diminished. 
Twenty years ago cotton was cultivated in Angola for export and fetched remunerative prices, ranging 
between 20 and 25 per cent, above the quotations for American cotton on account of its superior 
quality. Of late years its cultivation has been neglected. It is, however, indigenous and continues 
to grow in considerable quantities. Samples of good quality have been obtained. It is fairly clean, 
but rough in staple and rather like Peruvian cotton. The length of the staple is good, though it is 
somewhat soft.

Some Ibomewarb /Ibails.
No general West Indian Mail has been received since August 27th, and the next homeward 

steamer of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company is not due until Monday, September 17th. An 
additional cause of irritation is the announcement which has been made that until further notice 
all the steamers of this line will call at Vigo on the outward voyage, thus necessitating their 
departure from Southampton on Wednesday, a day earlier than heretofore.

Agricultural Meetings in Grenada.
Mr. C. Falconer Anton, writing on August 22nd, said that the heat in the Island was intense, 

and the rain continued to fall heavily. The cable repairing steamer “ Henry Holmes ” was visiting 
the Island. A draft licensing ordinance had been published. On August 20th, the first special 
general meeting in St. Patrick was held at the Court House in Sauteurs at 4 o’clock, and was 
successful in every way. The subject discussed was “The possibilities of Sea Island Cotton.’’ 
On August 22nd the third special general meeting in St. Andrew was to be held in the Court 
House, Grenville, to discuss manures and manuring.

A splendid Cotton Crop, St. Kitts.
Ihe weather in St. Kitts, wrote Mr. A. D. C. Adamson, on August 22nd, had not been at 

all favourable for the growing crop, except in Sandy Point district, where good showers had fallen, 
amounting to over four inches in places. In the other districts the total hardly exceeded half- 
an-inch anywhere, and this had fallen in little drizzles which had been of no real value. In spite of 
the bad weather, the cotton crop looked simply splendid, and so far no disease of any kind was 
reported. Picking would be beginning in a few early places very shortly. Mr. Ballou, of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture, was in the Island, and was visiting various planters and giving valuable 
hints as to combatting insect pests.

. A late crop in Jamaica.
The City Council decided on August 20th to sell the Quebec lands, subject to certain conditions 

which are given m the Jamaica papers of the following day. Mr. F. N. Martinez was entertained at a 
complimentary banquet on August 17th by the cricketers of Kingston, in recognition of what he has 
done for the cause of cricket and sport generally in the Island. In consequence of the incessant rains 
during the year the sugar crop of Westmoreland was considerably delayed, several estates having 
not finished making sugar in the last week in August. 8

/Ibanp ¡Sears ago.
Sugar as a Substitute for Grain.

• C account °f scarcity of corn, arising from the deficiency of imported grain the use of 
gram at distilleries was prohibited, as a measure of relief. About this time the West Indian sugar industry was greatly depressed Constant wak had not only been a great strain on the 
producer, but the heavy taxation resulting had also deprived the consumer of his buying power In 
1811 it was proposed by the Government to withdraw the prohibition as to grain, and not to sanction the 
permanent use of sugar, and this action was looked upon with considerable alarm by the West India 
Committee. It was represented that home grown corn was not sufficient for the wants of the People and 
thus sugar should be used rather than imported corn. The Government, although prepared to do something 
for the sugar industry did not see their way to granting this application in its entirety and at a meeting 
of the Committee on March 26^, 1811, the following entry was made on the minutes: S

HesolvtO : “ That the incidental advantage arising from the admission of + .n
Distilleries, as proposed by the Bill now before Parliament Z so guardedZ thi S * thr

com^i^^t^

SnjXdy^n whatKsu^ with
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¡Resolved : “ That this Bill, therefore, though advantageous to the West India Colonists 
as compared with the total exclusion from the Distilleries, to which they have been subjected, 
will be a Benefit very far short of that to which they conceive themselves to be equitably 
entitled, and which in consequence of the necessity for a large importation of foreign Corn, might 
be afforded to them without discouragement to the agriculture of the country.”

Representations were made to the Government on the subject, but the Bill, however, passed 
Parliament on the lines indicated in the complaint.

IRotes of Sntevest.
CROSSBREED COTTON. At least one of the cross-fertilisation experiments carried out by the Director 

of Agriculture for the West African Colonies promises to be successful, the yield from a plot of 
a hybridised variety being about 1200 lbs. of seed cotton per acre.

HAPPILY FALSE. Our readers will be very glad to learn that the alarmist report which was circu­
lated by a London halfpenny paper regarding the health of Sir Alfred J ones, was greatly exaggerated. 
Sir Alfred has been slightly indisposed, but is now practically well again.

A GAIN TO JAMAICA. The Hamburg Amerika Line is about to place new steamers on the Hamburg- 
West Indies and the New York-West Indies routes. The tonnage of the Company is to be increased, 
and for this purpose the capital is to be augmented by 20,000,000 marks.

ESPRIT DE CORPS. The clanishness of Barbadians is proverbial, and it will not surprise those 
who are intimately acquainted with them to learn that at the canal works in Panama the Barbadian 
negroes have formed a small village of their own, with their shops and the usual paraphernalia.

WHITE YAMS. Mr. Low, a planter at Managua, in Nicaragua, states that he has met in Cuba 
with a white yam which is from every point of view the equal of the European potato. He is willing 
to send tubers of this species, as well as directions for cultivation, to anybody anxious to try it.

A CORRECTION. In the paragraph giving beet prices and their parity in America on page 438 
of our last issue, a slight inaccuracy crept into the calculations in the example which was given to show 
how the price of bond value of 96° crystals in Canadian ports could be obtained. The price obtain­
able in Canadian ports when beet is quoted 9s. 6d. should be $2.55 and not $2.65.

OUR VISITORS. Mr. W. H. Farquharson left for Jamaica in the “ Port Henderson ” on Saturday 
last, but he hopes to return to this country again next year. Among our visitors during the week 
have been Mr. W. A. Bovell, who will remain in England until November, and Mr. H. A. Pile, who 
will return to Barbados with his family in the “Tagus” on September 26th. Mr. G. A. and 
Mrs. Sealy will leave for the same Colony by the first mail in October.

NAUDET PROCESS. The Nau det process for the diffusion of the megass, writes a correspondent to the 
Journal d’ Agriculture Tropical, has been a success at Fortuna in Puerto Rico. With cane containing 
14 per cent, sugar, the loss in the megass is reduced to 5 per cent., while more work from the dilution 
is thrown on the evaporators, the greater purity of the juice from the thorough nitration helping the 
work of these. The greater part of the cost of the installation is spoken of as having been paid for in 
the first year. , f T < 1 t

JAMAICA MOLASSES. Mr. Allan, at present acting as Island Chemist of Jamaica, puts the value of 
molasses at qd. per gallon in the Island at the lowest figure. This is calculated by taking rum at 
is. 6d. per gallon ; molasses as containing 60 per cent, of sugar, and allowing 16 lb. of sugar to every 
gallon of rum. This estimate of qd. per gallon is made on the basis of the lowest price of rum, the 
poorest quantity of molasses, and the most inefficient distillation. Mr. Allan considers the average 
value of molasses is not less than is. per gallon.

MR WEST'S PICTURES A large number of our members availed themselves of the opportunity of seeing 
Mr ™ JCW “f s animated pictures of our West Indian Colonies at the Polytechnic on Monday 
afternoon last. The proceedings were characterised with the greatest enthusiasm, and the pictures 
aroused a marked degree of interest. Local colour was added by numerous¡West Indian curiosities 
lent by the West India Committee, under whose auspices the pictures are now being exhibited. In 
our next issue we shall give a detailed account of this interesting entertainment.

planters ANO PUPILS. Being constantly asked for the “am^ of planters willm^
visitors on their estates for a small premium or weekly payment, it has been decided to insert aover 
visitors on then estates 101i a. s 1 nominai SUm of 10s. per annum m a special column which will
tisements from such planteis f - lieved that this wiq be the means of placing intending settlers 
be provided for this purpose. It West Indies and will prove of mutual advantage, and
fXTh““^ whkh have been received, there ^no doubt whatever that this arrange­

ment will prove advantageous lf recoTdtdby a planter in the Seychelles of a sample

CITRATE OF LIME. The successful pr p chalk. It was prepared with imported
of citrate of lime containing 65.10 citric ^ P . ¿m to prepare the article with Seychelles 
chalk after two unsuccessful attempts had been mao y f r
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lime, which can, however, be rendered sufficiently pure for the purpose. A sample of carefully prepared 
lime after six months’ exposure to the air was found to contain : Free lime, o.n ; carbonate of lime, 
98.30. This sample was pure enough to be employed in the preparation of citrate. The difficulty 
which is met with in employing Seychelles lime for the making of citrate of lime is that the latter 
substance contains both lime and carbonate of lime, and the end of the neutralisation is not so well 
marked as in the process in which imported chalk is employed. This difficulty can, however, be 
overcome by employing powdered and sifted coral instead of more or less impure lime.

Ube BMtor'ô HMarp.
Wed., Sept. 5th—Funeral of Lady Campbell-Bannerman at Meigle.—88% Beet, 9.6} steady.
Thurs., Sept. 6th—“ A West Indian view of the Cricket Team” in the Daily Chronicle.—Beet, 9.6^, steady.
Fri., Sept. 7th—Letter from Mr. R. Elworthy, of Linstead, on “ Rubber Planting in Jamaica ” in the 

Daily Telegraph.—Earthquake shocks reported to have occurred in Grenada, St. 
Vincent and St, Lucia.—Beet, 9.6J, quiet.

Sat., Sept. 8th—The R.M.S. “ Port Henderson ” left Avonmouth for Jamaica.—The King returned 
from Marienbad.—Cambridge v. Harvard Boatrace, Cambridge won by two lengths. The 
Cuban insurgents blew up several bridges on the Cuban Western Railroad (English). 
—The Government of Victoria represented at the Confectioners’ and Bakers’ Exhibition.— 
Beet, 9/7^ firm.

Sun., Sept. 9th—Havana, Cuba reported to be in a state of panic.
Mon., Sept. 10th—First presentation of Mr. West’s animated pictures of the West Indies under the auspices of the

West India Committee at the Polytechnic.—Beet, 9.7I steady.

Answers to Correspondents.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be 'put to us on matters of 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such 
questions are requested to mark their envelopes “ Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies 
to questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published 
on the following Wednesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a 
stamped and addressed envelope for reply.

Mincing.—We have submitted the dried skin which you sent to us to microscopic examination, and find 
it to be the Kokan (garcinia i-ndica), which is produced in India. The dried skin of the fruit is soaked in the juice 
of the same, and is used as one of the ingredients in making curry. The plant is of the same type as the 
mangosteen.

Melrose.—You are wise to decide to gain experience in cotton cultivation by working with a practical 
planter before venturing to take an estate of your own. With regard to your inquiry for the names of plante.s 
willing to receive young men as pupils we gladly send you a few names, and you will note from another paragraph in 
this issue that we are endeavouring to establish a list of such planters.

R.H.M.—The West Indies afford a good field for emigration for young and energetic men, and vour capital 
of ¿.3000 should be adequate with which to start on cocoa cultivation in Tobago or Dominica. The climate is well 
suited for your wife and children, but we would advise you in the first instance to visit one of these Islands without 
them, and if you approve of the conditions to make a start and allow them to join you six months later. We 
have sent you the addresses of one or two planters who are willing to take pupils.

Weather Ueleorams.
St. Kitts—(Messrs. Boddington and Co.), September 5th, “Heavy storm of wind and rain 

appears to have sustained little damage, rainfall general.” Barbados—(Messrs. Wilkinson and 
Gaviller), September 6th, “ A few light showers have fallen, but more rain would be acceptable ” 
British Guiana—(The New Colonial Co., Ltd.), September 5th, “Fine and favourable for growing 
crop.” (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), September 8th, “Weather dry.” Jamaica—(The Direct 
West India Cable Co., Ltd.). Week ended August 29th. Port Antonio—23rd to 25th fine- 
26th to 28th, rainy; 29th, fine. Kingston—Fine; temperature, 84°. J ’

Ube /¡bails.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.—Outward Bookings pet R.M.S.P. “Orinoco” 

Pearce), September 12th : Mr. Hy. Leotard, Mr. Carter, Mr. A. Burch, Mr. A. R. Braine Mr R Driver MrPlnd 
Mrs. Nicholson, Mrs. Almond, Mr. F. S. Schloss, Mr. G. E. Child, Private P. T. Goddard’ Private G Goddard Mr and Mrs. Strass, Mr. Cecil Moms Mr G.Risen, Mr. C F. Robins, Mr. and Mrs. SeoÍ Swain Mrs E'Xr 
Consul hedor Deininger, Mr. P. 1 auch, Mrs. Bessone, Mr. M. Koppel, Mr. F. Vargas Mr W E GnnS Mr 
Wm Bowring, Mr AD. Thomson Mr W. Freestone, Mr. anders. J. M. BuchX V and M Í
K. Hälsey, Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Abraham, Mr. R. C. Curtis, Mr. H. W. Gowar Mr X F Vickerv Mr« iv w 
Coombs, Mrs. Mackey, Mr. F. Christie, Mr. A. Mackav, Miss Mackav, Mr. J. Conrad Mr Fddison’Mr F^T M 
Nash, Mr. Hewick, Mr. M. J. Faurel, Mr. R. J. Priest,'Mr. A. Tilly, Dr. T. MeggsMr C? Thor^ 
A. Somers Cocks, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Farmer, Mr. E. Watson Mr Brewis Mr Inn/« nr r nrCanton Mr W.G Nash, Mr. R. Travieso, Mr. J. M. wSlbrid^ C- K

The Imperial Direct West Indian Mail Service.—Sailings per R.M.S. “ Port Hende/son ”7clnt W R 
Rowe), September 8th : Jamaica.—Lieut. H. Edwards, Mr. W. H. Farquharson Capt T C CoF Mr r 
Mr. E. Hart, Mrs. C. R. Isaacs, Rev. W. Warwick, Brig/Gen. and Mrs. LwTmÄi ’w G11^S’
and Mrs. Neish, Capt. and Mrs. Peacocke, Mr. E. A. Poole Miss B G ^mith Mr I Tillman M-' ^í?nnson’ 
and Mrs. E. J. Wortley, Miss Wortley, Lieut. P. S. Wiltshire Mr W Bric¿ £ H S’Mr* 
capt. Griffith, Mr. A. Hnbboch, Mr. Hayman, Mr. J. G. Mitcheil, Mr.D.^amoie. Mr. D
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OUR CELEBRITIES.

No. LXXVI.

Hon. Robert G. Duncan.

to the moral aspect of this question

Cbe West Snbia Committee IRooms,
15 Seething Lane, London,

Sept. 18th, 1906

Telegrams: “Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

Since we dealt recently with the question of 
the competition between free grown West 

Indian cocoa and slave grown cocoa from the 
Islands of San Thome and Principe, off Portu­
guese West Africa, two important developments 
have taken place. The Administrator of Barotse- 
land, who has just reached England from north­
western Rhodesia, has announced that King 
Lewanika has issued a proclamation setting 
free all the slaves in Barotseland, and finally 
abolishing slavery in that country. Thus, one 
of the main sources of supply from which the 
so-called indentured labourers in San Thome 
and Principe are drawn will become closed. 
How far this will affect the cocoa industry of 
these two countries remains to be seen, but it 
appears to us that in the long run the effect 
of this important decision must be to raise the 
cost of production, and to place West Indian 
cocoa in a more favourable position to Portu­
guese cocoa in the markets of the world than 
heretofore. Again, we are informed on very 
good authority that some of the leading cocoa 
manufacturers in this country are fully alive 

to their credit be it said, despatchedand that they have already,
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a commissioner to Portuguese West Africa to enquire and report to them as to the facts of the case. 
The market for cocoa has for several years past been so low that it is refreshing at last to be able to 
record an advance in prices. The only matter for regret is that owing to the less favourable crop 
conditions which have recently prevailed, there is not more produce to reap the benefit from it. The 
rise cannot be attributed to the causes above mentioned, but as many of our readers will doubtless be 
glad to know the reason for it we will give the circumstances as far as we are able. The first indi­
cation of any rise occurred on August 14th, when the market was firm, and at the public sales West 
Indian growths showed an advance of from is. to 2s., and during the following week good business 
was transacted on this basis. At this time there was more demand for Trinidad cocoa than for some 
little time past, and considerable sales were effected at full prices. An advance was generally looked 
for, but it was not anticipated that it would come so early. However, it was hastened by the disclosure 
of a bear position in Hamburg. Bahia, African, &c., had been largely oversold for delivery, and 
when the bears tried to cover, prices rapidly advanced in the producing countries, until a rise in some 
instances of 12s. to 15s. per cwt. was paid. Most other descriptions of cocoa participated in the 
advance, and though the larger manufacturers held aloof, having sufficient stock in hand, some of 
the smaller houses found themselves compelled to buy, and this intensified the rise. Hamburg also, in 
order to recoup the losses made on the delivery contracts, came into the market, and stocks in the 
first hands were quickly disposed of. Guayaquil was the only kind of cocoa that did not rise in price, 
but values were already high, and latterly holders have asked 2s. to 3s. per cwt. more, and some 
business has been done on this basis. The market has now assumed a quieter tone, and it is probable 
that the bears have covered their sales, at any rate for the August and September shipments. In the 
absence of supplies the market in London is quiet; but there is no pressure to sell, and quotations 
are nominally unchanged.

VJTT'hatever may be the cause of the recent sensational rise in the price of lemons—and it has been 
W variously attributed to a shortage caused by the effects of the eruptions of Vesuvius on the 

Neapolitan crop in the early part of the year, and to an increase of consumption as the result of the 
natural development of the taste for lemons which has been stimulated by an exceptionally hot and 
fine summer—the fact remains that the improved demand must prove a blessing to the owners of 
lime estates in the West Indies. It will be remembered that last year the West India Committee 
seized the opportunity of a shortage in the lemon crop due to frosts, prominently to call the attention 
of the public to the advantages of West Indian limes, and the result was so far favourable that during 
the earlier months of the present year, even when lemons were much cheaper than they are to-day, 
quite a considerable demand for the fruit arose on the part of the general public, who at last began to 
discover that not only can limes be used for every purpose for which lemons are now used, but that 
though not identical in flavour and appearance, they are also actually superior to the European fruit as 
regards delicacy of aroma, juiciness and taste. No less an authority than the Grocer, on that occasion 
said: “ The rind is so thin, and the pips are so few and small that the lime is practically a globe of 
juice, yielding more for its size and weight than the lemon, while the flavour is delicious ” What 
better testimony as to the merits of West Indian limes could be desired ? Now, in spite of the fact 
that for over six weeks it has been almost impossible to get lemons for love or money the same 
remark applies equally to limes ; in other words, our friends in the West Indies have so far failed to rise 
to the occasion that in spite of favourable crops of limes there has been an absolute famine of this 
fruit also. This is the more to be regretted, as the West Indies have for a long time past been reproached 
with being a country of mere samples as regards the products of minor industries. When a business 
is being built up it is of the utmost importance that the supply be able to cope with the demand and if 
the present condition of things is repeated, the grocers and fruiterers will simply not bother to stock
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the fruit. The West Indies are in a particularly favourable position with regard to limes, as they are 
produced from January to December, and all that is now required is a little judgment and careful nursing 
to establish on a permanent basis this trade, in the starting of which we may claim in some small 
measure to have assisted through constant letters to the Press and more especially through the Colonial 
Exhibition of 1905. Lemons are used all the year round, and there is no reason why limes should not 
be used all the year round also, though the demand must necessarily be less in the winter months 
than when the weather is hot. As long as the supply can be controlled in such a way as to keep 
hand-in-hand with Ihe demand, and the market is neither kept too short, as the English 
market is now, nor flooded, as the American market was quite recently, the results should be 
satisfactory to all parties. What we have said about limes applies also to the tobacco industry, 
though in the case of limes we are very much afraid that the West Indians have missed 
their market for the moment, while in the case of tobacco the opportunity is only only just beginning. 
In the course of an interview with a representative of the Press, a leading tobacco merchant recently 
stated that as a consequence of the Cuban revolution there was a certainty of a ten per cent, advance 
in the price of Cuban tobacco and a twenty-five per cent, advance by Christmas time was more than 
probable, whether the revolution were ended immediately or not. In view of this statement, we 
think that the opportunity might be taken by the Jamaica tobacco producers to be in the van and not 
left in the cart, if we may mix our metaphors, and to seize the opportunity of impressing upon the 
public on every possible occasion that the price of Jamaica cigars, at any rate, has not advanced and 
that these cigars compare very favourably with the Cuban article, and by arranging that such a supply 
can be kept in London and our great centres, as will be able to meet any sudden increase in demand. 
It is by watching for such opportunities as these and by availing themselves of them, that new trade 
can be built up and made to prosper.

HON. ROBERT G. DUNCAN.

After leaving school and spending four years in a solicitor’s office Mr. R. G. Duncan went out 
to British Guiana in 1874, under indenture as overseer to the Colonial Company, Limited. He was 
appointed manager of “ Hampton Court ” plantation in 1881, and planting attorney for all the planta­
tions of the Company in 1889. In 1900 he accepted an appointment as planting attorney for 
Messrs. Curtis Campbell & Co.’s estates. Mr. Duncan was elected financial representative for North 
West Essequebo in 1889, and he has since occupied a seat more or less continuously on the Legisla­
ture, representing, as Member of the Court of Policy, the eastern division of Demerara and the north 
western division of the country of Essequebo. He was elected President of the Royal Agricultural 
and Commercial Society two years in succession, and has for many years held the position of 
Chairman of the Planters’ Association. Mr. Duncan, in addition to serving on numerous com­
missions appointed by the Governor, did duty for several years as a member of the Central Board of 
Health. He occupied a seat as Member of the Agricultural Board, and has served as President, Vice- 
President and Director of the Institute of Mines and Forests, besides holding the positions of Director 
on the Board of the Hand-in-Hand and B. G. Mutual Fire Insurance Companies. He has been 
Chairman of the Georgetown Club, and is at present Director of the Argosy Company, Limited. 
Mr. Duncan has a stake in the Colony as part proprietor of sugar, rice and cocoa-nut estates and is 
typical of the sturdy class of Colonist from north of the Tweed, which is the backbone of our West 
Indian Colonies.

SOME INTERESTING CURIOSITIES.
While the library of the West India Committee continues to grow owing to the generosity of 

Members, the small collection of curiosities to which we have referred on previous occasions is also 
increasing in a satisfactory manner. In our present issue will be found an illustration of some of the 
latest and most notable additions to it. The mallet depicted is the Chairman s hammer used at all 
meetings of the West India Committee. It was presented by Mr. Edward R. Davson, and the 
inscription upon it, which is plainly decipherable, tells of its historic interest. It is made of Mora 
wood taken from the remains of the “ Stelling,” or landing-place, at Port Savonette, Upper Berbice
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River, British Guiana, which was the highest point on the river at which the Dutch had a fort when 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie took what was then the Colony of Berbice in 1796. Across it is the silver­
mounted punch ladle said to have belonged to Chatoyer, the King of the Caribs, or Charaibes, the 
aboriginal inhabitants of St. Vincent, who led their French allies against the British in 1795, burning 
the cane-fields, plundering the houses, and ruthlessly murdering the English Colonists. The bowl of 
the ladle is formed of a segment of a cocoa-nut exquisitely carved, as can be seen from the illustration, 
while the rim is inscribed in crude characters, “ Chatoyer, 1773.” For this curiosity the Committee 
are indebted to Mr. G. MacGregor Frame; but the Carib stone implement also depicted is one of a 
representative set of twenty-eight acquired by purchase, which were at one time in the collection of 
the late Mr. Colin M. Gillespie. The particular stone shown is a very perfect specimen, and was 
probably used as a bill-hook in Nevis, where it was found. On either side of the hammer and ladle 
is shown the obverse and reverse of a medal, also given by Mr. Frame, which was struck to com­
memorate the disastrous hurricane which devastated Barbados on August nth, 1831. It is inscribed 
“ Commemorative of the awful hurricane of August nth, 1831, which called forth the generous 
sympathy and liberal succour of our Sister Isles and other friendly shores in the hour of calamity and 
distress. Donations received: In produce ^3,628; cash ^21,147—^24,775 Cy.—Lieut.-General 
Sir James Lyon, K.C.B. and G.C.H., Governor.” On the reverse is a quotation from Governor 
Lyon’s despatch on that occasion : “ On the evening of the 10th, the sun set on a landscape of the 
greatest beauty and fertility, and rose the following morning over an utter desolation and waste.” 
Loss sustained in property ^2,311,729 Cy—in lives 2,437. “ Detis haec fovtasse benignd veducet in sedem 
vice."

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Executive held on Thursday, Sept. 13th, the following were elected Members 
of the West India Committee :—

Name.
Charles E. Gooding (Barbados). 
Martin Malden (Trinidad).
Middleton & Co.
W. S. Robertson & Co. (London).
T. J. Potter (Trinidad).
B. C. Burt, B.Sc. (Trinidad).
A. F. Clark (Trinidad).
Eugene Hernandez (Trinidad). 
Julian G. Rust (Trinidad).
John Cadman, M.Sc. (Trinidad). 
Hon. Albert Alcazar (Trinidad). 
H. R. Silver (Halifax, N.S.) 
Hon. Henry Cork (Jamaica). 
John Copland (Grenada). 
Stanley Delisser (Jamaica). 
Daniel Finzi & Co. (Jamaica). 
Edmund Finzi (Jamaica). 
Robert S. Gamble (Jamaica).

We may remind readers that

Proposer.
S. Browne.
J. Peet.
Sir Henry Davson.

Seconder.
M. H. Smith.
Sir N. Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
A. McConnell.

Hon. W. Sloane Robertson. E. R. Davson.
W. E.
W. E.
W. E.
W. E.

Smith. 
Smith. 
Smith. 
Smith.

W. E. Smith.
W. E. Smith.
L. Bert de Lamarre.
Sir N. Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
Walter W. Wynne. 
Jonas Browne & Son.

by

F. N. Martinez.
F. N. Martinez.
F. N. Martinez.
William Gillespie, 

virtue of Rule IV. of the

Prof. P.Carmody, f.i.c., f.c.s.
Sir N. Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
Prof. P. Carmody, f.i.c., f.c.s.
Prof. P. Carmody, f.i.c., f.c.s. 
H. F. Previté.
Prof. P. Carmody, f.i.c., f.c.s. 
Eugène Coryat.
R. Rutherford.
H. A. Trotter.
Sir Henry Davson.
E. R. Davson.
E. R. Davson.
E. R. Davson.
W. P. B. Shepheard.

West India Committee, sub­
months of any year are held as on 
Thus, members elected in October,

scriptions from new members elected during the last three 
account of the year beginning on the following 1st January. uiqilllw.ls
November and December next will on paying their subscriptions not be required to renew 
them until 1st January, xgoS. Full particulars regarding Membership and application forms fo" 
Candidates may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee J
Seething Lane, London, E.C. vuuiuunw, 15,

THE CONFECTIONERS’ ASSOCIATION AND THE SUGAR TAX.

At the eleventh annual meeting of the Confectioners’ Association of the TTnit^ v; j u u 
at the Royal Agricultural Hall on Wednesday, Mr. E. Edwards of Leicester after i
President, expressed the opinions of confectioners and those engaged in kindred trades g re-elected 
sugar tax. He said it was impossible for them to carry on theft Trade success  ̂
tax on sugar equal to a third of its value. Their own a^d all simil„^
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bring strong pressure to bear, not only on the Government, but on all members of Parliament to get 
the tax repealed. Some 400 or 500 members had already promised to vote for its abolition. Mr. 
Asquith, when appealed to last year, said he could do nothing, and this was probably correct, because 
he had no money, but when the next Budget came in he would have the money, and confectioners 
ought to have their share of the relief of taxes. If they could not influence the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer they could induce individual members to press him, and no Chancellor could resist a 
majority of the House. The question must be kept before the electors, and they must be reminded 
that they were paying a halfpenny a pound more for their sugar than they were before it was taxed. 
The Government must also be reminded that in September notice must be given to the Brussels Sugar 
Committee that the convention must be abrogated. It was to be hoped that England would never 
again enter into such a stupid convention as this, the only result of which had been to reduce the 
price of sugar on the Continent. It was decided to form a committee composed of delegates from 
this and kindred societies to work up opposition to the tax, and to form a “ lobby committee ” to see 
members of Parliament on the matter.

THE SUGAR CANE INDUSTRY IN NATAL.

Last year the Natal Government invited tenders for proposals regarding the erection and 
working of a central sugar mill in Zululand. Three tenders were received, and now we learn that 
the one of Sir J. L. Hulett, providing for all sugar lands between the Tugela and the Umhlatuzi, has 
been accepted. The factory to be put up will be capable of dealing with canes from 2,000 acres per 
annum, and will be ready for work by July 1st, 1908. As Sir J. L. Hulett has already met with good 
fortune in connection with his tea and sugar ventures in Natal, it is reasonable to suppose his latest 
scheme will be similarly successful. This new central factory is to be called “ Amatikulu,’ and the 
well-known sugar engineering firm, the Harvey Engineering Company, Limited, of Glasgow, 
have secured the contract for providing the whole of the machinery for this factory, rhe milling 
plant is to consist of an extra strong nine-roller mill, with crusher in front, all driven by strong steel 
gearing and one powerful engine, with an overhead crane travelling over the whole plant. 1 he rest 
of the machinery is to be of the most improved design and will be fitted with an extra large Harvey 
Patent Evaporator, also a battery of Laidlaw’s patent water-driven centrifugal machines. As the 
Harvey Engineering Company, Limited, have already supplied two complete central sugar 
factories to the order of Sir J. L. Hulett, we have no doubt that this third factory will prove equally 

satisfactory.

THE AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE.
Though no definite decision has yet been arrived at, it is possible that the next Agricultural 

Conference under the auspices of the Imperial Department of Agriculture will be heldin Jamaicaiin 
January next. It will be remembered that last year the meeting was postponed owing to the absenc 
of adequate facilities for conveying delegates from the Islands to Jamaica It is now ver 
proposed that the “ Port Kingston,” sailing on December 29th next, shall call at Barbados to pick up 
the various delegates and proceed to Jamaica. She will stop there for six days‘ “d ’returnjalso 
Barbados. In the event of this arrangement being carried out, it is probable that S“ 
will take out to the West Indies a party of cotton spinners from Lancashire in same stea™er
see for themselves the possibilities of the West Indies in the direction °f cotton 
stated that the Duke of Marlborough will form one of the party. is recog namelv Barbados 
give the visitors an opportunity of seeing one characteristic cotton growmg Island, namsly Barba o 
and it is hoped, therefore, that it may be possible to make arrangements for some of the party 

St. Vincent, Antigua, Nevis and Montserrat.

VERY MANY YEARS AGO. 

Spanish and British Slaves.

should wait upon Mr. Secretary Grenville earnest y o ve^ons/aiA^- „ Ata subsequent meeting on the 6th of
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through Mr. Merry, the Consul-General of Spain, and that an answer had been received to the effect that nothing 
was known of the proclamation at the Spanish Court, although Count Florida Blanca had admitted having received 
a similar complaint from the Court of France. As the result of this a memorial was drawn up to His Majesty's 
Ministers, a copy of which appears in the minutes of the meeting of April 6th, 1790. This memorial, which was 
of great length, showed

“That for a number of Years past Slaves from different British West India Colonies, 
either escaping as Runaways, or carried off by others, tho’ under Mortgage for debt, have been 
received and protected by the Governors of His Catholic Majesty’s Settlements in America 
and the West Indies. That Applications for Restitutions have been repeatedly made and 
persisted in, but, in almost every Instance, without Succefs : And that His Majesty’s Ships, 
and the Officers sent on these Occasions have been sometimes treated with lefs respect than 
might be hoped for, from the justice of the Requisition they were making, or the dignity of the 
Sovereign whose Commission they bore. That various are the Excuses which have been 
made by the Spanish Governors ; At one time, some old unrevoked Order of their Court being 
held out as a pretext for Delay, till the Complaint could be remitted to Europe, and there 
buried in Oblivion, and at another the Influence of the Church and its Zeal for Conversion 
being exhibited to sanctify the Detention. That from the Period that the settlement of Trinidad 
became a favourite Object with the Court of Spain, and Charters of extraordinary Privilege 
and Indulgence were granted to allure-Adventurers to that Colony, these depredations on the 
property of British Subjects have become more grofs and frequent. That that Island has 
been the common Asylum for Fugitives of every description, the slightest pretences of a new 
Settler carrying Slaves thither having been admitted by its Governor, against clear Proofs of 
the Act of Violation, by which he had robbed the British Creditor of his Security.

‘ That a regard to decency suggested for a while, the necefsity of at least an ostensible 
ground of Refusal, and that some Governors even affected to lament the Lofses sustained by 
the British Planter, whilst they pleaded their own want of Authority to restore the Slaves 
demanded.

But that your memorialists have lately learnt, with the utmost astonishment and alarm, 
that in the Month of August last a Proclamation was ifsued in Trinidad, and they presume, 
in the other Spanish Settlements, ‘ publickly inviting the Slaves of the British and French 
‘ Colonists to desert their Masters, and promising them protection against all Claims, with the 
full enjoyment of Liberty on their Arrival in His Catholic Majesty’s Dominions.’ That the 

Accounts transmitted of this most extraordinary measure announce, that it was declared to be 
by Orders from the Court of Spain ; But that respect for His Catholic Majesty, and nice sense 
of Honour which constitutes the Spanish Character, lead your memorialists to hope that 
Governors of distant Provinces m all the Instances referred to, may upon their own Authority 
have ventured on a Conduct, which must be reprobated by their Sovereign and their Nation 
1 hat from whatever source this Edict has ifsued, such is the danger it menaces to the 
neighbouring Islands, that the French Government has taken the alarm for its own Colonies' 
and that m Grenada the Inhabitants have found it necefsary to keep regular Night Guardi 
on the Sea Side, and to support the heavy expence of two armed Vefsels constantly cruising

Coa ’ aS he °n y effectual means °f preventing a ruinous Emigration of their

■ fl, Tff SUgg^ °f o t^ty between the two nations to secure British riehts
m ty matter “Nine fair copies of the memorial were directed to be made and presented to Mr Pitt and the 
rest of the Cabinet. At the following meeting of the West India Cnwwithf ™ 1 £n. a j. -i ana the
the Memorial had been presented, and that Letters had been received from the British Ch * that
Madrid, representing that ™ceivea Jrom the British Charge des Affaires at

h» RSIRS,¡r*» r.-t —«*» -

“ WESTWARD HO 1 OUR COLONIES.”
If there was any cause for regret at the entertainment 1

Mr. Alfred J. West at the Polytechnic on Monday afternoon the loth inZ/ ™embers b?
pictures of the West Indies which he showed were so few and that thev t-’ * " “ ?at the animated 
gramme. However, everybody appeared to be more than well plels^and ?nd °f pr°’
pictures which he was showing formed a part only of his We^t Indian ser£ wh^XlXd
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and extended as the season progresses. The programme began with a series of views representing 
life in our Navy, which for excellence could not be surpassed. Following these came a capital selec­
tion of views taken on board the training ship “ Port Jackson,” which, it will be remembered, met 
with a collision in the Channel in the course of 
her voyage to Australia, Mr. West being lucky 
enough—as he considered himself—to be on 
board, and was thus enabled to take some 
characteristic views of the Lion’s cubs, showing 
how well they behaved under trying circum­
stances, and their coolness in the moment of 
peril. The West Indian views were shown in 
the second part of the programme, under the 
title “ Westward Ho! Our Colonies,” and 
were received with great enthusiasm. They 
were mostly scenes of life, but it was under­
stood that Mr. West has many views of 
scenery “ up his sleeve ” which will be shown 
later on. The entertainment is to be given 
daily at 3 o’clock throughout the winter season, 
and it will doubtless be well attended, as it was 
on the opening day. Among those present, at 
'the invitation of the West India Committee, 
were the Agent-General for Victoria, the 
Agent-General for Tasmania, Hon. W. Fawcett, 
Dr. Carl Bovallius, Mr. A. W. and Mrs. a 
Beckett, Mr. W. A. Bo veil, Mr. Edward 
Chambers, Colonel C. R. Crosse, Mr. D. C. Da 
Costa, Mrs. E. A. de Pass, Miss de Mercado, 
Mr. J. S. de la Mothe, Mr. E. H. G. Dalton, 
Mr. F. Everington, Mr. C. K. Gibbons, 
Mr. R. S. Gamble, Mr. John Haynes, Mr. 
W. B. Kingsford, Mr. J. Z. Mayhew, Mr. D. K. 
Nightingale, Mr. H. F. Previte, Mr. Hamilton 
Ross, Mr. J. Rippon, Mr. R. Rutherford, Dr. E. 
Sturridge, Mr. George A. Sealy, Mr. F. I. 
Scard, Mr. C. J. Tarring, Mr. E. T. Whitaker, 
and others to the number of over 150, whose 
names we were unable to obtain. It is to be 
hoped that those who were unable to be present 
will attend the entertainment in the course of 
the autumn, and by advising their friends to 
do so also, support Mr. West in his endeavours to

A View in the Mountains.
Every photograph taken by Mr. Alfred J. West is a picture. 

Owing to the adoption of a thicker and unglazed paper which 
is more suitable for the reading matter we are compelled now 
to use coarser grained blocks for our illustrations. To get 
the full effect of the pictures they should be held further 
away than is usual.

popularise our Colonies.

CONSULAR REPORT.

Sugar and Cotton in Japan.

The importation - -T-

1905, tended to restrict the import. 0 ith resuit that 1905 opened with an overstocked
lative in anticipation of the r775 Q7Q to ¿502,890, while the relative fall in refined
market. Imports of raw sugar declined £ 775’9? • _ imports of raw and seed
sugar was sfili greater from ^?9,438 - for The
cotton were valued at ^1463,655, an , h lf the total import) varied between ¿43 14s. 8d. per 
pace of American cotton (which constant cotton ranged between ¿39 8s. Ild- Per ton in

6s. per ton in Ma; to

¿50 iis. 3d. in September.
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COLONIAL REPORT.
Enterprise in Ceylon.

The Ceylon planters are evidently alive to the importance of not depending on one or even two 
industries. From the Report on the Colony for 1905—another belated but interesting document of 
this class—it appears that the Agricultural Society, which since its formation in 1904 increased its 

A Diving Boy.

This sturdy young negro was “ snapshot ” by Mr. Alfred J. 
West in Kingston Harbour, Jamaica.

that from China rose from Rs. 13,500 to Rs. 39,000

membership from 197 to 944, with 40 branch 
societies comprising 2,250 members, has been 
hard at work developing local industries and 
disseminating information regarding new pro­
ducts. The cultivation of rubber is being taken 
up with enthusiasm, and 40,000 acres were 
devoted to it in 1905 as compared with 7,500 in 
1903, and in one year the value of the exports 
of this product were more than doubled. Cam­
phor cultivation has been extended, and the out­
put of citronella oil amounted to 1,242,800 lbs., 
an increase of 80,000 lbs. The cultivation of 
lemon grass for oil has been proceeded with, 
with fairly favourable results. Ceylon coca, of 
which the quantity exported has increased, now 
rules the world for quality. The export of 
cardamoms fell off; but an export duty has 
been placed on this product in order to provide 
a fund for finding new markets for it. Tobacco 
is extensively grown in the Northern provinces, 
and manioca is also produced in that part of 
the Island. Though it is' the staple food of 
the villages, paddy is not grown in sufficient 
quantities to meet local demands. Among the 
imports into the Colony refined sugar from 
British possessions rose 25 per cent., that from 
Hong Kong increasing to Rs. 420,000 (43 per 
cent.), and sugar valued Rs. 44,000 being 
imported from New South Wales. Of foreign 
sugar the largest increase was in that from Java, 
from which the imports of 1905 were valued at 
Rs. 488,750 as against Rs. 35,000 in 1904 and 
nil in 1903. The value of Austrian sugar fell 
from Rs. 541,000 in I9°4 to Rs. 460,000, of 
German from Rs. 42,000 to Rs. 13,000, while 

THE HOMEWARD MAILS.
Since we last went to press we have received a general homeward mail from tb« w . t j- 

and also letters and papers from Jamaica by the R.M.S. “ Port Roval ” which lift Jndles’ 
August 30th, and arrived at Avonmouth on September nth amon/h/r left Kingston on
Dewar and Mr. A. W. Farquharson. The R.M.S.P. “ Taeus ” whilh wi Passengers being Mr. A. 
September 4th, reached Southampton at 9.30 p.m. on Sunday Sentembpr on
Mr. W. E. Smith, who left Trinidad at very short notice to take-up hk annni h’ her
which reference is made in another column, and Mr. Randolph Rifst who h ntn?ent “ West Africa, to 
of only six weeks in Canada, America and Trinidad inXne^ absence
oil fields. connection with the development of the Trinidad

Barbados and the Horticultural Exhibition.
Writing from Barbados on September 2nd, the Hon Forster M ah

the present temporary mail arrangement only gave a monthlv wvi™ <■ \ Cheyne pointed out that as 
not satisfy the conditions under which Barbados wT3 * did
annum, and he doubted whether the subsidy would be continue/ unless
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made. Facts had proved the correctness of the contention of the West India Committee that a 
satisfactory service could not be arranged without a contract. The Agricultural Society was anxious 
to send a good supply of yams, potatoes, eddoes and fruit to the Horticultural Exhibition on 
December 3rd, and the Society had written to the other Islands inviting their co-operation. The 
weather during August had been showery on the whole, with some very hot days in between The 
rainfall had varied very much in different places, but the majority of estates had had from seven to 
eight inches. 1 he canes were growing well, and there was a very large crop of Indian corn The 
cotton worm had, as usual, put in its appearance, and it was especially bad in the parish of 
St. Philips. Everyone, however, was prepared for it, and the operation of dusting it with paris green 
was going on vigorously. The new tercentenary stamp was from Lady Carter’s design.

British Guiana and the United Fruit Company.
A meeting of the Planters’ Association was to be held on September 3rd, wrote Mr. T. C. 

McCowan on August 31st, when the question of banana cultivation would be discussed. This 
matter had been under consideration by the Surinam Government for some little time, arrangements 
having been made with the United Fruit Company of America for the purchase and delivery of the 
fruit. The weather was good and favourable for ripening the canes, which were soon to be reaped. 
A start would be made by some estates about the middle of September. Showers during the last two 
days should have the effect of bringing out the arrow. Crystals were quoted at $2.15, at which 
price a small parcel had been sold, and some large lots had been sold in advance on private terms.

Mr. T. S. Hargreaves, Secretary of the Institute of Mines and Forests, has forwarded to us by 
the mail the following particulars of exports from the Colony for July :—

July 1906.
Gold ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4,684 ozs.
Diamonds .................................................................. 152 carats.
Timber: Greenheart, &c. ... ... ... ... 3,395 cub. ft.
Lumber ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 8,074 ft.
Charcoal ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4,563 bags.
Shingles ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 309,000
Wallaba and hardwood posts ... ... ... ... 394
Woods, Firewood ... ... ... ... ... 439I tons.
Gums, Locust, &c. ... ... ... ... ... 232 lbs.
Balata ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 35,050 lbs.
Rubber ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 85 lbs.

Extension of lime cultivation in Dominica.
.... Mr. E. A. Agar, writing on August 24th, said that the weather had been fine for the season of 

the year. The lime crop was in full swing, and planters generally well satisfied. The Botanic 
Station had already sent out something like 50,000 lime plants, and probably twice as many had 
been raised and put out by planters themselves. He believed it was due largely to the efforts of 
the West India Committee in calling attention to their merits, that limes were beginning to sell 
better in London.

A new fruit company for Jamaica.
Prospects of the success of the proposed rum syndicate were not favourable in Jamaica when 

the mail left. It was stated that a new fruit company had been formed for shipping 15,000 stems of 
bananas from St. Mary to New York fortnightly. The Jamaica Tobacco Company had sold their 
branch office to Messrs. Melhado Brothers & Company, and proposed to devote their attention 
entirely to the wholesale trade.

No earthquake damage in St. Lucia.
Mr. George S. Hudson reported on August 8th that the weather continued wet and was 

hastening the growth of both canes and cocoa, eleven and a half inches of rain having fallen in 
July. There had been some high wind lately, and slight earthquake shocks continued, but neither 
had done damage.

Agriculture in • St. Vincent.

Messrs. D. K. Porter & Company said in their letter of September 1st how pleased all in the 
Island were to see one of the R.M.S.P. Co.’s steamers again, and although the “ Eden ” arrived at 
St. Vincent after dark on Tuesday night, her coming to her buoy was the signal for great rejoicing 
amongst all classes, and several ringing cheers were sent up by stevedores, boatmen and porters 
assembled on the wharf. The weather had been very threatening for several days past, and the heat
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excessive ; in fact, they had not experienced such hot weather in Kingstown for many years. They 
hoped to get through the month all right, for they had a great dread of September so far as 
St. Vincent was concerned. The cotton cultivation looked exceedingly promising, Montrose Estate, 
on the outskirts of Kingstown, showing up to the pink of perfection. Mr. W. N. Sands, who wrote 
on September 1st, also stated that the return of a regular mail and passenger steamer on August 28th 
was very welcome. The past few days had been dry and very hot. At the time of writing a cyclonic 
disturbance, S.E. of St. Kitts, moving N.W. had been telegraphically reported from Porto Rico by 
the U.S. weather bureau. The wind there was southerly, the sky somewhat overcast, and a heavy 
sea swell on the leeward coast. The barometer was down about a tenth, but rising steadily, a good 
sign. Having got through August safely, it was sincerely hoped that September would not bring

A Banana Parade in Manchester.

In order to popularise the banana, costers’ parades 
illustration depicts the prize winners at such a gathering, 
in which the barrow is decorated.

are organised by Messrs, 
prizes being awarded for

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd., and the above 
general cleanliness and the manner

with it any atmospheric disturbances likely to throw the Cnlnnv
had visited several of the young cotton cultivations during the^ast few^avs Md Sands said that he 
how well they looked generally. Provided no very heaw - yS’ an<? Was. Pleased to see
and next month a recordWshotKre^r^
bull and a donkey stallion for the stock-farm here had been landed a? P £ T Ayrshire
America respectively, and would be sent on by the Imperial Dpnnrt * B? raAdos.’ from Canada and

The cocoa crop in Trinidad.
Hon. G. T. Fenwick, C.M.G., whose letter is dated September 3rd, expressed satisfaction that
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the efforts of the West India Committee to bring about a renewal of the intercolonial mail service had 
been successful. Every West Indian Colony benefited by this arrangement, which it was hoped 
might be carried yet further. The weather had, since last advices, greatly moderated and for the last 
two weeks had been fine with only occasional showers, mostly light or of short duration. The heat 
continued intense and was very trying. The cane crops promised well. In cocoa extreme buoyancy 
had characterised the local market during the three weeks under review, and aided by the small 
deliveries, prices had been raised $1.50 per fanega. The whole of the available supplies had been 
taken for the United States, where stocks seemed to have been entirely exhausted. The firmness of 
the market in New York, coupled with the increased demand from European centres, had caused 
sellers to hold back, and no business of importance could be recorded in regard to the new crops. The 
weather had improved and the prospects were now more favourable. Some districts reported that 
cocoa would be available in October, but the consensus of opinion was that no supplies of importance 
would be ready for shipment before December. The strong turn in the Trinidad market had reflected 
on the Venezuelan grades, and high prices had been paid for the few small lots which had arrived 
from the Main. No sales of importance for futures had been made, owing to shippers being uneasy 
with regard to the future prospects of this market.

Shipments.
Total at last report ... 118,705 Trinidad. 26,273 Venezuela.
Aug. 9th.—S.S. " Crown of Granada ” 199 100 ,, Europe.

,, 13th.—S.S. * ‘ Maracas ” i,5O5 528 New York.
,, 13th.—S.S. "Schaumburg” 

"Orinoco”
45° — Europe.

,, 13th.—S.S. 391 —
,, 13th.—S.S. " Prins Wm.V.” 259 320

Canada.„ 14th.—S.S. " Ocamo ” 15 —
,, 20th.—S.S. "Washington” 50 — Europe.
,, 23rd.—S.S. " Maraval ” 1,265 249 New York.
,, 25th.—S.S. " Prins Wm. I. TOO ,, -- ., Europe.
,, 27th.—S.S. ‘* Assyria ” 

‘ Dee ”...
3OO 100 11

,, 28th.—S.S. ISO 150 > »
,, 30th.—S.S. ‘France” 47 675 » »

Totals to date 123,536 28,395

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Sir—In your very kind reference to my forthcoming book, " The Recollections of a Humorist,” you say that you 

understand it will contain an account of my recent visit to the AVest Indies as the guest of Sir Alfred L. Jones.
As the paragraph is headed "The Comic Side,” it is possible that the passage may cause misapprehension unless I 

offer an explanation. I certainly hope to refer to my delightful trip to Jamaica, where I was so well treated by every 
one, but not in the tone of a comic humorist. I shall claim in my book to be grave or gay as the humour seizes me. 
However, I hope I shall always be a good humorist. And as I am writing, I may, perhaps, be permitted to say that I was 
elected for the sixth (not the fifth) consecutive year Hon. Treasurer of the Institute of Journalists at the recent conference 
in Dublin. During the proceedings I did not neglect to refer to the excellent work of the Press in the West Indies.
Garrick Club, 1 am« Sir- y°urs very truly’ IT x „

10th September, 1906. Arthur W. a Beckett.

OUR LIBRARY.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs of scenery 

or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknowledged from time to time m 

this column.
We have to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of " Barbados Blue Book, 1905-6.” "Geological map of parts of the EssZmbo and Cuyuni explanatoryPpamphlet by J R Harrison, m Government Geologist,

1906. "The Ordinances of Trinidad, 1900 to 1905-” “ The Laws of Barbados* VoL VI > Part n » ^5'^ to 1906-25.
Liste Generale des Fabriaues de Sucres, Raffineries et Distilleries. Paris: Bureaux du Journal des Fabricants 

de Sucre 6* x S ThTs book wWch Ts now published for the campaign i9o6;7 has appeared annuahy for thirty-eight 
T x • • .k_ _ thZnrincinal sugar factories, refineries and distilleries in France, Germany,Lstria-Hun^^Vusfia'B^lX Holland. EnglandP and different Colonies, this admirable little directory contains notes 

on chemical Snt^Kn sLr factories statistics of production and consumption, and on the sugar legislation and practise 
nf .coatro1 in sugar tacto , nrnducinu countries. The editor invites suggestions and assistance, and weof the trade m France and the principal sugar p^ Indies, which the West India Committee
mtght venture to suggest the inclusion of a 11of sugar esmtes in t isation of the sugar industry on the
won d gladly endeavour to provide in future issues It h glUy ter J g information.
Continent that it should be possible to collate, in such a sysiemauu
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NOTES OF INTEREST.
WHAT WAS IT? The Strand Guardians having found that the sugar which they were distributing 

to recipients of relief had the strange effect of blackening the consumers’ tea—not teeth as stated by a 
contemporary—have, we are informed, decided to use “ Demerara ” sugar in future.

COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended September 13th, 48 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.rod. per lb. ; West 
Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb.; fine, i4d. per lb.; and extra fine, 15id. per lb. 
Prices paid 6|d. to 13d.

AN ACCIDENT. We are sorry to learn that Mr. J. Russell Murray, of Montreal, met with rather a 
serious accident while out shooting during his holiday. The accident necessitated the loss of his left 
foot, but we are glad to be able to state that the doctor hopes that in a few weeks he will be about 
again and able to transact business.

EAST & WEST. Mr. Herbert Wright, Controller of the Government Experiment Station at Pera- 
deniya, Ceylon, proposes to visit the West Indies in 1907 with a view to visiting, advising and 
reporting on the cacao and rubber estates, and preparing special reports on the selection of seed 
parents, methods of cultivation, manuring and other practical details connected with such estates.

A FEBRIFUGE Statistics have been published in Rome which point to the efficacy of quinine in 
cases of malaria. In order to place the drug within the reach of the very poorest the Government 
took it over and sold it practicaUy at cost price. In 1905-6 18,716 kilos were sold as compared with 
2,246 Ui 1902-3. Conversely, the deaths from malaria have fallen from 13,000 to 7,838, though this 
result has been contributed to by the use of mosquito netting and other precautions against the Attacks 
of the anopheles mosquito. °
W .TT ç T & Holland state that since their last report, about 300 bales of
West Indian Sea Island have been sold at steady prices. Being late pickings, they were mostly inferior in 
quality, and included St. Kitts nd. to izjd., Nevis lod. to 13d., Antigua i4d. to 13d., Montserrat r4id 
Carnacou rod. to 14^., and stained cotton from various Islands 3d. to 8d. per lb. American cron 
accounts continue poor, and they expect that whatever the quantity may be, the quality will be poor 
and this should help the West Indies, if the lint is clean and bright. P ’

APPOINTMENTS. The attention of those of our readers who require managers, overseers, engineers 
clerks, &c for their estates, is called to the list of applicants for such appointments, which appearsTn 
the advertisement pages of alternate issues of the West India Committee Circular. The last Ust 
given on p. vi. of No 207 and the next will appear in No. 209. Full particulars regarding the insertion 
of advertisements under the heading “ Appointments Wanted,” or “Estates &c for sX ” ran h 
obtained from the Advertisement Manager, the West India Committee Rooms,Seething lane EC

MARTINIQUE FACTORIES. The reports of the working of the Usine du Marin and the Usine du 
François for the season 1904-5, were published by La Sucrerie Indigene et Colonize At the U d 
du Marin 9,669 tons of canes had been worked, the factory payin- f,s 6d per ton ThÎ U 
yield was 7.99 % of sugar, and the loss for crop was ¿1,259; Thl uline diF Frln • Th 
29,231 tons of canes, costing r3s. 5d. per ton, and only obtained 6.64 per cent of sugar Th « “P
which are per metric ton, show poor work for West Indian cane + French Coloffifr Th figUreS
preferential treatment m France. ^oionial sugar receives

PLANTERS AND PUPILS. Being constantly asked for the names of nlanMrc urvisitors on their estates for a small premium or weekly payment has bœn'dl H Ie“IVe '"“U °r 
tisements from such planters for the nominal sum of los.Ur
be provided for this purpose. It is believed that this will hp tU f ? .ia column which will
into communication with the planters in the West Indies and wil^nrn °f Pfa°ng ^ntending settlers 
from the number of enquiries which have been received °/ mUtUal ^vantage, and
ment will prove advantageous if generally supported and taken 8 arrange’

EVAPORATORS. Too large a pump attached to a mulfinU + a c ± ■
economy of fuel. There is a point in the relation of heating surfaceV^8 °f the aPParatus»
cetens paribus, every additional pound of evaporation is done J * £
concerned in this, the rate of transference of heat between the twn S ^causes are mainly 
and the facility for liberation of the vapour from the evaporating finthefhe?tln^ surface’ 
constantly being exposed. Film evaporation gives the maxfmum ^resh surfaces are
and a film evaporator admits of far greater pump power in prooortion m thlS resPect’
account. A multiple effect with a big vacuum in the last vessel therefore kb heatlnS surface on this 
an economical one, as the power taken to produce it mav be ont nf n ’ 1S by.no means necessarily 
evaporation resulting. y out ot a11 proportion to the increase of
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JAMAICA CHURCH. The Archbishop of the West Indies has issued a statement showing the uses to 
which contributions amounting to ^807 17s. nd. which have been received from the Jamaica Church 
Aid Association in England have been put. /440 8s. 4b. were applied to grants to the poorer clergy, 
catechists, churches, schools, in aid of stipend, and to foster and stimulate local efforts. The Episcopal 
Endowment Fund received ^70, the Special College Fund ¿51 2s. 8d., the Deaconess’ Home and 
Theological College ^61 each, and the Belmont Orphanage ^17 3s. 3d. Hurricane rebuilding 
absorbed ^7 3s. 6d., while ^100 were reserved for the first months of 1906. About two-thirds of 
the buildings affected by the hurricane of 1903 have now been restored. Contributions for the Jamaica 
Church Aid Association, which is doing a good work, will be gratefully received by the Hon. Secretary 
Miss F. Klein, 24, Belsize Park, London, N.W.

Mr. C. T. HUNTER. It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of Mr. C. T. Hunter, of 
British Honduras, who was run over by an express train while traversing the railway line at a level 
crossing at St. Albans on Tuesday, September nth. Mr. Hunter, who was recently elected a member 
of the West India Committee—indeed, he visited the West India Committee Rooms on the day of his 
death—was a leading Colonist in British Honduras, where he carried on business as a timber merchant. 
He was a pioneer in the development of the Colony, and especially interested in railway construction, 
but though his proposals met with the support of the Legislature, they were not accepted by the 
Colonial Office. However, after repeated visits to this country he had at last brought negotiations to 
a successful point, and his proposals bade fair to be adopted in a modified form when he met with his 
tragic end. The death of Mr. Hunter will be a serious loss to the Colony, and will be felt also deeply 
by the many friends he made on this side.
“15, SIEUTHENESTRATE.” City records speak of the street in which the West India Committee Rooms are 
situated as Sieuthenestrate, while Stow, the incorrigible old romancer, as he is called by that well-known 
writer, “ Londoner,” in the Evening News, goes so far as to assert that folk knew it as Sidon Lane at first. 
How’ever that may be, it is certain that the place was well inhabited in ancient times. Sir John Allen, 
Mayor of London, Sir Francis Walsingham, the Earl of Essex—all notabilities of their time, 
occupied “ fair and large houses ” in Seething Lane. Strype, in 1720, referred to it as “ a place of no 
great account.” In Seething Lane stood the old Navy Office, now only a memory, but a hallowed 
one, for many familiar names would be found in its visitors’ book, if such a record existed. At the 
time of the Great Fire, Samuel Pepys was living here, in charge of the Department. On September 5th, 
of that black year, “ At about two in the morning,” says he, “ my wife calls me up and tells me of 
new cryes of fire, it being come to Barking Church, which is at the bottom of our lane.” But a 
greater than Pepys was destined to find shelter within the walls of the old house. Here young Nelson 
underwent the mental struggles which were to give him lieutenant’s rank in his cherished profession, 
for at that time his uncle was occupying the official residence as Comptroller of the Navy.

THE EDITOR’S DIARY.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the week under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Tues., Sept. nth.__Article in the Standard, “Lessened Prosperity in Jamaica.’’—Cuba: Martial Law established in 

Pinar del Rio, Havana, and Santa Clara. The United States’ cruiser “ Des Moines ’’ sailed for 
Havana.—88% beet, 9s. 8$d., firm.

Wed., Sept. 12th.—Letter in the Standard, “ Prosperity in Jamaica. —Beet, 9s. 94^., firm.
Thurs., Sept. 13th.—Bank rate raised from 3 > to 4%.—Beet, 9s. 10Jd., easier .
Fri„ Sept. 14th.—Article on the “ Lemon Famine ” in the Daily Mail.—Cuban revolution : Santa Clara in the hands 

of the insurgents, Cienfuegos cutoff, American marines landed at Havana.—Beet, 10s. i£d., steady.
Sat., Sept 15th —Heavy fighting near Alcano, 10 miles S.W. of Havana.—Beet (morning call), 10s. 2^., steady.
Sun., Sept. 16th.—The R.M.S.P. “Tagus’’ reached Southampton from Barbados at 930 pm
Mon., Sept 17th —Cuba • President Roosevelt’s warning letter to the effect that the United States will be bound to 

intervene if insurrection continues, published : Mr. Taft, Secretary of War, and Mr. Bacon sent 
to Havana to confer with President Palma ; Hostilities suspended.—Mr W. Churchill’s letter to 
Mr. Hamar Greenwood on Liberal Imperialism in the Times.—Beet, 9s. io|d., fluctuating.

Tues., Sept. 18th.—Cyclone at Hong Kong.—Beet, 9s. 9^-. steady.
Wed., Sept. 19th.—Report on Jamaica oranges in the Times.— Beet, 9s. iojd., flat.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters oj 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “Enquiries." Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular Pushed on the 
following Wednesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 

envelope fov reply.
A. P. M.-We regret that in our list of arrivals and departures of the mails, we are no longer able to give the
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destination of passengers by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., this information, for reasons which we have been unable 
to discover, being now withheld.

Naturalist.—The tapir or bush cow is found in British Guiana, but not in Trinidad. The only instance in which 
it has been bred in captivity was, we believe, at the Botanic Gardens, in Georgetown, by the late G. S. Jenman, and the 
zebra markings of the infant tapir point still further to its common ancestry with the horse. The child, soon weighing 
2 cwt., was brought up on Mellin’s Food, became exceedingly tame, and would come readily to all parts of the house 
when whistled for, tackling the polished floors with some difficulty with its multi-hoofed feet.

Evaporation.—Increased circulation, and consequently increased work, is claimed for the “ appareil Neumann, 
the recently patented arrangement in connection with evaporators to which you call our attention. Below the drum, 
containing the ordinary heating surface, a further chamber is added, with the lower plate, conical in shape inclining 
upwards towards the central circulating tube, fitted with short tubes sloping outward. Thirty per cent, increase of 
evaporation is claimed by this system, which can be adapted to ordinary evaporators with centre circulating tubes.

THE WEST INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of Civil Servants, 

in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.

Mr. A. P. P. Mackey has been gazetted a member of the Legislative Council of British Guiana, in the place of the 
late Mr. J. H. de Jonge.

Mr. J. Challenor Lynch has been appointed a Member of the Legislative Council of Barbados, in the place of 
Hon. J. T. Jones, deceased.

Mr. W. E. Smith, General and Traffic Manager of the Trinidad Railway, has been appointed General Manager 
of the Gold Coast Railways. Mr. Smith returned to England from Trinidad in the R.M.S.P. “Tagus" on 
Sept. 16th, and expects shortly to take up his new appointment. Press and public in Trinidad have united in appre­
ciation of the services of Mr. W. E. Smith, who brought the railway system of the Colony up to a high state of efficiency.

SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
We shall be glad to include any other “ West Indian Securities, ” which are officially quoted, in the following 

list at the request of any of our readers in the West Indies. The Bank Rate stands at 4 per cent, (changed on 
September 13th, 1906), and Consols (2^ per cent.') are quoted 863%.
The New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, Ltd.

Sir William Robinson, G.C.M.G., presided at the Ordinary General Meeting of this Company on September nth. 
Before moving the adoption of the Report he referred to the loss sustained by the Board through the death of Mr. Robert K 
MacBride, an original Director of the Company. He also referred to the death of Sir Robert G. W. Herbert G C B 
one of the Trustees of the Debenture holders, and mentioned that the Debenture holders had filled the vacancy so created 
by the election as Trustee of Mr. H. F. Previte, one of the Directors, who was also associated in other directions with the 
Trinidad asphalt industry. In submitting the report and accounts the Chairman stated that the profit for the year after 
allowing for working expenses, depreciation, and the service of the Debenture debt, amounted to 1^ 970 17s sd which 
with the sum of £87,468 5s. 5d. brought forward gave a total credit of £126,439 2s. rod. After paying a dividend of 
i5%, and writing off as loss on stocks and bonds of other companies £6,082 18s. nd., a balance was carried forward of 
£45.356 3s- nd- The shipments of asphalt from the Pitch Lake during the twelve months ending January ,ist 1006 
amounted to 102,353 tons, showing a decrease on the previous year of 7,104 tons. The shipments to Europe and'South 
America showed an increase, the reduction being in the shipments to the United States, due to extreme competition 
which it was hoped would not continue. Since the date of the concession, February 1st 1888 a total sum nf 
£598,286 5s 4d. had been paid to the Crown, which had gone to increase the revenue of the Colony of Trinidad The 
business of the company continued to be satisfactory. Mr. Charles H. Moore seconding thp flfWinn o, * carried. Sir Revile Lubbock, K.C.M.G., the retiring Director, was re-elected SecondinS- the adoption of the report was

Floating Dock Company of St. Thomas, Ltd.
Mr. Edward Barnett presiding over the 29th Ordinary Meeting on Tuesdav Senfpmhpr TTtb a

of the report, and congratulated the shareholders on the results shown in it. The board proposed to pay a dividend a“ 
the rate of 4 per cent., as compared with 3 per cent, a year ago. The dock during th#. noriM p y ai
employed 83 day. It was not altogether an advantage to double the number of days which the dock waTat 
been the case during the past year. Many of the ships were in the dock for three four aS at orh as had
therefore, there was a smaller gain proportionately than when they were in the dock’for oie dfy. A TITTThad been 

carried to reserve and equal, zation of dividend fund, and certain securities, which had improved their portion as a wwk 
ing company, had been bought. Some uncertainty had prevailed as to the effect of the changes in ft A
contract to the West Indies, but the company had received a fair amount of work from the Roval MaH S 1 T’! 
Company. Mr. C. Berg, their manager in St. Thomas, had succeeded in secnrina far th« ,U4 y Mad Steam 1 acket 
had never had before. A shareholder in the Midlands had written asking whether an effort coukThp1 tW RCh tb£y 
dock to this country and sell it to the Government. In reply, he had to nS Lf .15 made to brin8 the 
steamships here were too large for their dock, which was built in exceptionalIrcumqtanrA the cruisers and ,arge
had asked Sir Frederick Bramwell whether it would pay the comply POn£°n miFsing He

the cost of such a proceeding would be £10,000 and that the expenditure was not advisable P Th>e rep y was that
never yet had to deal with a ship which was too large for their dock. The board could not 
the dock brought to this country because they thought that too much risk would be invof^
Miles seconded the motion, which was adopted, and a resolution was passed TTv1nv T T ^atton Mr. A. C. 
dividend at the rate of 4 per cent, per annum free of income-tax. PP g e Payment of the proposed
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WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
British Guiana (Messrs. Henry K. Davson & Co.), September nth. “Weather continues 

favourable m Berbice.” (Messrs. Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd.) September nth “ Drv 
^eP^ember I7th.

Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), seven days ended September 4th. Port Antonio : 
fine. Kingston : 3°th, cloudy, 3Ist to 5th» fine. Temperature 83°.

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P “Takiis” iCant 

Seiher 26th:-Mr. Robert Baker, Mrs. Beatrice Baker and child, The Venerable Archdeacon, Mrs and Miss Bindley 
Mrs. Maria Pujedo, Mr- H. Boulton, Mrs. Glendinning, Mrs. Bunting and child, Mrs. Haynes, Sir Henry and Lady 
Jackson Mr. M Gomes, Mr F. Dias Mr. C Reynolds, Mr. Consul Hilbeck, Dr. Mimbela, Mr., Mrs. and the two 
Misses Stewart Mr Mrs. and the two Misses Pile, Mrs. and Miss Howell, Miss A. Gibson, Mr. C. Nilson Mr and Mrs 
O. C. FitzGerald, Rev. A. K. Brown, Rev. W. B. Mattinson, Rev. A. C. Dawkins, Rev. I. T. Hipioman Rev W H 
Richards, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. H. Ryves, Mrs. Reid, Miss Garrett, Mr. and Mrs. Gall, Mr. Kohler Mr W Gray Mrs’ 
Jas. Wilson, Miss Field, Miss M. Wilson, Mr. Ernest Seidler, Miss B. Beausoleil, Mr. Evaristo Obregon Mr Albert w' 
Mecham, Mr. and Mrs. Prieto, Mrs. Hudson, Mr. Koch, Mrs. Shields, Miss Smith, Mr. and Mrs Scherrer Miss Clark 
Holmann, Sister Syra Dayle, Sister Colombo O’Donnell, Sister Dubreuil, Mr. Julian Hirsch, Mr and Mrs Ybarra Miss 
Santos Urbaneja, Mr. B. Rocha, Mr. W. A. Douglas, Mr. Horace Deighton, Mrs. and Miss Catherine Deighton Mr 
Pierre Balmana, Mr. German Paul, Mr. J. P. Murphy, Mrs. Hagan, Miss Murphy, Mr. R. Driver, Mr. T O Gr’ubel 
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Santos, Mrs. Geo. Garnett, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Stone, Mr. Stanley Stone,’ Miss Stone Miss 
Hammacher, Mr. Emilio Robledo, Mr. Alfonso Robledo, Mr. H. G. Petersen, Mr. Frank Parsons, Mrs. Earle and 
children, Mrs. Bax Ironside, Rev. and Mrs. Symons, Mr. Christie, Chief-Justice and Mrs. Udal, Mrs. Alexander Mr 
Frank Alexander, Mr. and Mrs. Stollmeyer, Mrs. de Freitas, Mr. H. de Gale, Mr. Jelin Copland, Miss de Gall, Miss 
Copland, Mr. Wilson, Miss Wilkinson, Mr. and Mrs. Wallis and children, Mr. and Mrs. Saenz and two daughters, three 
Rev. Fathers, Mr. Todd, Mrs. Hollman, Miss Hurding, Mr. Gnenther, Mr. F. E Scott, Mrs. Williams and two daughters, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Carthy, Rev. Donatien Jarny, Rev. Paul Bodin, Mr. Buckland, Mr. Todd, Mr. R. E. Rogerson^ 
Mr. Adolph Vogt, Miss Bella Beausoleil, Mr. T. W. Thomson, Mr. D. Otero Fraser, Mr. Hermann Luria, Mr. and Miss 
Luria, Mr. Leon Aristisabal, Mr. Nolasco Betaneur, Mr. and Mrs. David D. Stiven.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Atrato ” (Capt. H. J. Boby), October 10th Sir Ernest and Lady Northcote, 
Sir H. and Lady Greaves, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stillwell, Mr. Ernest Feeder, Mrs. Boyce’ 
Master Aubrey Cameron, Sir F. and Lady Hodgson, Dr. H. Alston, Mr. A. E. Harragin, Mrs. Casalta and three ladies’ 
Miss C. Young, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Lambie and child, Mrs. A. Fernandez, Mrs. and Miss Rees, Lady Morris, Mrs. H* 
Caracciolo, Miss Alonzo, Mr. and Mrs. Abdy Anderson and child, Miss C. Awdry, Mr. J. Lamy, Mr. and Mrs. Arturo 
Lauria, Mr. and Mrs. J. Browne, Ven. Archdeacon Jones-Bateman, Miss C. Young, Mr. Harold Bullock, Miss Brown, 
Mr and Mrs. Colley and child, Mr. and Mrs. Wieting, Miss M. A. Bratt, Rev. W. H. Parker, Mr. Wm. S. Cameron’ 
Mrs. Selina B. Cameron, Miss V. Cameron, Miss L. Cameron, Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Duncan and two children, Mr. 
J. B. D. Selber, Master A. Selber, Master J. Selber.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. “ Port Royal ” (Capt. J. G. 
Little), September 13th. Jamaica:—Mr. R. Bretter, Mr. Gilbert Brown, Master Clark, Mr. E. C. Davies, Mr. Alex. 
Dewar, Mr. A. W. Farquharson, Mr. H. H. Finch, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Findlay, Mr. A. D. Goffe, Miss Gardner, Miss 
Grayson, Mr. A. Harris, Miss Harris, Mr. E. A. Harvey, Mr. Geo. W. Kay, Mr. Leslie, Mr. LuKach, Mr. Harold G. 
Neumegen, Mr. S. F. MacKway, Mr. McGull, Major Metcalfe, Mr. John McNish, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. deParmitter, Mr. 
L. E. Starmer, Mr. Stott, Mr. A. W. Stott, Miss Violet Sailman, Mr. Arthur Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thomson, 
Mr. Savoury, Mr. Taylor, Mr. R. Whaites, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Claud Notice, Mrs. Checkley.

EXPORTS OF PRODUCE FROM THE WEST INDIES.

Barbados.
Jan 1 to Aug. 24

British Guiana.
Jan. i to Aug. 30

Jamaica.
April 1 to Aug. 19.

Trinidad.
Jan. i to Sept. 3.

Grenada.
Oct. i to Sept. I.
1906 19051906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905

Sugar............. 44.844 33,275 Tns. 5°-352 36,622 Tons. 7903 5706 Tons. 503,616 275,8o4Bgs.&Brls.
/ 2067 2887Puns. -i

Molasses ... 59.148 38,109 Pns. 2910 1674 Casks. ] 149
( 80

178 Tres. (■
165 Brls. ) ...

Rum ..............
Cattle Food and

10,503 8794 Puns. 884,361 694,921 Galls. 792 349 Puns.

Molascuit 5 683 J 3513I Tons.
28,761,025 lbs.Cocoa............. 3300 37,126 lbs. 34,582 15,519 Cwts. 21,038,860 54,o57Ì 63,645 Bags.

Coffee............. i3,832 10,063 ,, 16,640 ii,93o „
Coconuts ... 51,088 240,471 2,39!,845 1,710,831 7,631,005 6,257,399
Copra.............
Cotton 15,165 28,935 lbs.

27,716 7406 Bags.
1oi4j 703 Bales.

Cotton Seed 
Asphalt 
Oranges 6,971,759 3,858,795

79,6s1 78,240 Tons.
5692 4745 Bags.

Bananas ... 7,240,869 7,190,696 Bchs.
Pimento 26,571 26,269 Cwts- ui /5106 4727 Brls.
Spice............. ... ... 0 515 597 i-Brls.
Gold ............. 54,200 60,088 ozs. ... 0. 392 542 Cases.
Diamonds ... ... 1187 3916 carats. ... ... ' 135 .171 Bags
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY
SUGAR.—F. O. Licht’s Consumption, Septei

Convention Europe 
America

1905/6. 
4,350,000 
1,950,000

mber/August
1904/5. 

3,760,000 
1,830,000

1 2 months.
1903/4.

4,280,000 Tons.
1,820,000 ,,

6,300,000 5,590,000 6.100.000
F. O. Licht’s Visible Supply, 1st September, even datos«

Known world
1906.

1,510,000
1905.

1,420,000
Î9Ô4.

1*530,000 Tohs.
Some considerable excitement has been manifested in the sugar Markets of the world* owing to the spread of the 

insurrection in Cuba, which is probably more serious than many of us are inclined to believe. Of course, Uncertainty 
surrounds the future, but a calm view of the disposition of those engaged in the rebellion gives ample scope for serious 
thought, and it has without doubt now entered on a stage of plunder and bloodshed, although political influences may 
have in the first instance started the movement. Let it be borne in mind that Cuba’s normal production has reached a 
total of 1,200,000 tons. A reduction of only twenty-five per cent, in the crop would mean a great deal in the prices of sugar 
for the coming season on which we are now entering. On the top of this, the European beet crops are evidently going to 
furnish us with a not inconsiderable reduction in sugar, the possible shrinkage in beet and cane being 1,000,000 tons. This, 
taken in conjunction with Licht’s increase in Consumption in Convention Europe and America alone of 700,000 tons over 
last year and a visible supply of only 100,000 tons in excess of tgo5, displays a position of surpassing strength, and orte 
that may lead to anything, so far as prices are concerned. A very active trade and speculative demand has existed during 
the last fortnight, with numerous, and in a way, violent fluctuations, closing at the moment as follows.

The closing prices of 88% beet are:—September, gs. g^d. ; October, gs. 8d. ; November/t)ecember, gs. yd. ; 
Jan./March, gs. 8^d. ; May, gs. gd. ; Aug., gs io^d., and Oct./Dec., crop 1907/8, gs. 4|d., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

thought, and it has without doubt now entered on a stage of plum 
have in the first instance started the movement. + • •• ’

on uneven dates are as follows t—-

Europe
United States
Cuba................ ... ..............................
Afloat ... ... ..............................

1906
1,470,000

240,000
50,000

100,000

1905 
1,020,000

190,000
190,000
270,000

1904
1,390,000

150,000
30,000

270,000

1903 
1,700,000 

200,000 
igo.ooo 
120,000

1902 
t,6go,ooo 

170*000 
170,000 
210*000

Total ... ................ 1,860,000 1,670,000 1,840,000 2,210,000 2,240,000
Quotations of 88% Beet, 18th Sept :— 9s. 93d. 8s. 5fd. 10s. 8^d. 8s. 5fd. 6s. Id.

Tons

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—A very large business has been done in yellow crystallised at advancing prices* and the 
rise for the fortnight is fully is. 3d. per cwt., and nearly 2s. from the lowest summer prices, which is equivalent to 
the rise in 88% beet. The Trade have bought freely and with confidence. The closing quotations are : low to good yellow, 
16s. 3d. to 16s. gd., with average qualities i6s. 6d., and fine sugar in small quantities, 17s. to 17s. 6d. Deliveries continue 
large, as will be seen by the accompanying statement. In the absence of any business the nominal value of 96 test to 
Refiners is ns. 6d., on floating terms.

Muscovado.—Some small lots of grocery Barbados on the spot have been sold at 14s. to 14s. 6d., and further 
supplies are needed. The nominal value of 89 test to Refiners is 10s., on floating conditions.

Molasses Sugar.—Is in good demand, values ranging from 10s. 6d.
about 8s. gd. in bond, is the nearest value.

West India Figures since 1st Jan,
Imports...
Deliveries 
Stocks ...

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised

to 14s. 6d., duty paid. For 89 test to Refiners

Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for 8 months :

1906. 
46,000 
35.000 
19,000

16s. 6d.

Home Consumption 
Stocks 31st Aug. 

Stocks in London :
Jamaica 
Demerara ...
Total of all kinds 

The Market is unchanged.

1906.
9200
5300

20,800

value of fair Marks, 
quoted gd. to is. 2d.

1904. 
35,000 
36,100 
12,000

18s. Od.

1905- 
32,000 
29,000 
12,000 
17s. Od.

1906.
2,360,000 
7,380,000 

1905- 
10,000

5600 
23,900 
business in

1903 
20,000 
31,000 
17,000

16s. Od.
1905- 

2,247,000 
8,550,000 

1904.
11,500

8800

1902.
55,000 Tons.
31,000 ,,
37,000 
13s. 3d.

1904.
2,372,000 Galls. 

10,020,000 ,, 
1903-

11,800 Puns.
7500 ,,

28,00020,000 ... 2g,400 ,,
T ■ i a i j -------- Demerara is suspended, lod. being the last
Jamaica is steady at 2s. 2d. upwards, according to quality. Leewards and other ” • - • -

In the absence of supplies

Foreign kinds are

Cocoa.—Board of Trade Returns for 8 months : 
Imports ...
Home Consumption
Stocks 31st August

Stocks in London : 
Trinidad.....................  
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

A large advance has been recorded again during

1906.
17.924
14,679

4686 
1906.

12,300
7700

64,800

1905- 
16,736 
12,917

6332

the fortnight, but

1904.
20,658 Tons.
14,041

6965 ..
1903-

19,100 Bags.
11,600 ,,

1904.
29,600
16,200

1905- 
24>5oo 
16,300 
91.500 99.300 71.7001 . -z' ~ / * , / »»

somewhat uncertain. Supplies in this market of West India Cocoa are practically exhausted ^^he 
on the following basis : Trinidad fair collected, 69s., Estate Marks, 70s. to 75s Grenada feir 6iP
From other Islands fair Native 60s., and fermented, 63s. to 66s. This rise was first started 'by bear sellers ^fing taught 
and has not originated from the actions of manufacturers, who in this country hold ample stocks 0

Coffee.—Quiet. Good ordinary Jamaica, 40s. to 42s. ' 1

at

Nutmegs.—Steady with sales of West India 63’s at is. sd., 82’s at nd at Rd t« «id , - . , .
6|d., 140’s at 5^d., 152’s at 5d., and in shell from 4d. to 4Jd. Mace.—Good pall sold at is vd ’to iVfld ^nd 
at is. 4d. Ginger.—Nothing doing and prices nominal. Pimento.—Quiet at 2M to 3d 7 • 8d., and reddish

Arrowroot.—Dearer, with a good business in manufacturing St. Vincent at kid to 2 id
Lime Juice.—Easier, value nd. to is. id. Concentrated, value about /2210s tn TCC d

alteration, quotation 2s. 6d. to 2s. gd. Distilled Oil, scarce, value, 3s. * ^22 I^S' Pressed, no
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Now that the fortnightly West Indian Mail Service has been resumed and the steamers of the 
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company and the Direct Line sail for the West Indies within a few days of 
each other, the necessity for publishing the West India Committee Circular weekly instead of fortnightly 
no longer exists. It is proposed, therefore, to incorporate the eight pages of reading matter in what was 
the Mail supplement with the larger fortnightly issue as soon as the necessary arrangements can be 
completed. From the views already expressed to us we feel confident that it will be in accordance with 
the wishes of our readers that we should do so, as under present arrangements the two Circulars are delivered 
in the West Indies by the same Mail and it will clearly be more convenient to our readers to receive the 
two Circulars, as it were, under one cover. Taking this step will involve some sacrifice on our part, through 
loss of revenue from advertisements in the smaller Circular; but our principal aim is to suit the convenience 
of our readers, and if we succeed in doing that we shall feel amply compensated. Of course, in the event 
of any radical change in the Mail arrangements necessitating the adoption of such a course, we shall revert 
to the publication of a Mail supplement.—Ed.

Gbe West Jnbta Committee IRooms,
15, Seething Lane, London, 

Telegrams: “Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central. Sept. 2 ¡th, 1906.

* I ^HE Revenue Bill of 1906, which has recently become law, puts into effect the recommendations 
of the Departmental Committee on Industrial Alcohol, which sat two years ago. The Act 

divides methylated spirit into two classes, that sold by retail dealers and that for use for industrial 
purposes, and it differentiates between them by providing for the addition of a small quantity of 
mineral naphtha to the former, and at the same time reducing the proportion of wood naphtha for 
the latter to 5 per cent, instead of 10 per cent ., the cost of methylating being thus appreciably lowered. 
Further, an allowance of 3d. per gallon will be given to all duty free spirit used for industrial purposes, 
plain or methylated, and on ordinary methylated spirits for exportation. This 3d. is based upon 
the export allowance for plain spirit. The effect of the Act will be considerably to cheapen alcohol for 
industrial purposes and consequently to extend its use and manufacture, and will be a decided advan­
tage to British distillers. It will, however, in no way do away with the preferential treatment against 
the Colonial distiller by the operation of the surtax, and plain spirits can still only be imported into 
Great Britain, except for methylation in bond, at the full charge of ns. 5d., or ns. spirit duty and 5d. 
surtax. The 3d. export allowance, however, is interesting in view of the amount of the surtax on 
rum and plain spirits As matters now stand, the export allowance for whiskey is 4d„ for plain 
spirits 3d„ while the surtax on rum is 4d. and plain spirits 5d. The export allowance is supposed 
to be given to place home made spirits on a fair footing with foreign, and to counterbalance the alleged 
cost to the home distiller of his excise disabilities ; in fact, is the equivalent of the surtax and given 
with the same object in view. If, however, the disabilities are such as to make 3d. a fair equivalent of 
them, why is the export allowance on whiskey 4d., while on plain spirits, the manufacture of which is 
practically subject to the same regulations as that of whiskey, it is only 3d. ? And why should the 
surtax on rum be 4d. and on imported plain spirit 3d., when 3d. is the export allowance on the latter ? 
Whiskey and plain spirits are both subject to the same conditions of manufacture and supervision.
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Both are rectified in bond, and if 3d. is sufficient in the one case, there is no reason why it should not 
be in the other. Mr. T. J. Breene, an authority on Home distilleries, writing in the Wine and Spirit 
Trade Record, says : “ But are distillers entitled to the rate of export allowance stated by the Board 
of Inland Revenue ? The prohibition against brewing and distilling may still, notwithstanding some 
relaxation in the regulations since 1866, be estimated to increase the cost of production to the extent 
of id. per proof gallon, and the prohibition against the mixing of worts may be estimated to increase 
the cost of manufacture by jd. per proof gallon. . . . If we place the increased cost of production to 
the distiller due to the restrictions numbers 1 to 4 (in the Report of the Departmental Committee 
on Industrial Alcohol) at i|d. per proof gallon, and allow |d. per proof gallon for all other restrictions, 
we have an allowance of 2d. per proof gallon, and we do not see how this can be exceeded. An 
allowance of 2d. per proof gallon would be liberal, but let the distillers have the turn of the scale against 
the foreign rival.” The more the question of the surtax is opened up, the more the injustice done 
to the Colonial distiller by the excessive amount of it becomes apparent, and we sincerely trust that the 
resolutions unanimously passed at the recent meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of the 
Empire in favour of an impartial inquiry, will be acted upon by the Government, and this long standing 
grievance of the West Indian planters at last receive a chance of redress. As Mr. Breene says in 
another part of his article : “ A portion of the present rate of allowance may be considered in the 
nature of a bounty, and the differential duties are decidedly protective.”

THE WEST INDIA ASSOCIATION OF GLASGOW.
The annual meeting of the members of this Association was held at 111, Bath Street, Glasgow, 

on Thursday, 20th inst., Mr. Humphrey Crum Ewing, Vice-Chairman, presiding. The Secretary 
having read the Report of the Board of Directors, the Chairman, in moving its adoption, referred to 
the various matters which had engaged the attention of the Directors during the year, and spoke 
with apprehension of the attitude which might be adopted by the present Government towards the 
Brussels Sugar Convention. Of other matters affecting the interests of the West Indies, he specially 
referred to the benefit which would accrue if the duty free use of alcohol from our Colonies, 
for industrial purposes, was permitted in this country ; as also to the question of the con­
tinuation of the grant to the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the West Indies which 
would have to be settled at no very distant date. The manurial experiments by Dr. Watts, together 
with the propagation and distribution of seedling canes, had been of great use to the sugar industry, 
and the establishment of cotton planting had proved an inestimable boon to the peasants and other 
small cultivators in the lesser Islands. The initiation of this new industry was entirely due to the 
Imperial Department, under the able direction of Sir Daniel Morris, and it would indeed be a calamity 
were its usefulness in any way hampered or curtailed. Mr. J ames R. Greig seconded, referring to 
the satisfactory state of the funds of the Association, and after a few remarks by Mr. W. N. Armour 
the report was unanimously adopted. An increase of the number of Directors was agreed to. Mr. 
Alexander Crum Ewing, of Strathleven, was tagain re-elected Chairman, with Mr. Humphrey Crum 
Ewing Vice-Chairman, the other, members of the Board being Messrs. James R. Greig Norman 
Lamont, M.P., George Christall, Robert Wilson, Thomas Prentice, Robert Harvey George Brown 
George Sheriff, George M’Caiman, and W. N. Armour. Mr. A. H. Donald was again appointed Hom 
Treasurer, and Mr. John Ewing, Hon. Secretary. r

COCOA-NUT BUTTER.
At the request of one of our readers we give the following particulars regarding the commodity 

known as cocoa-nut butter. The process of producing cocoa-nut butter or, as it was subsequently 
termed, “ palming is said to have been discovered by a German professor, Dr. Schlinck and developed 
by him at Ludwigshafen. He produced a pure vegetable fat which, it was claimed for culmary 
and edible purposes, was much superior to butter, lard, or tallow, all of which contain acids 
which through heat form undesirable products.*

Dr. Therner, 2nd Physician of the Imperial Hospital, Vienna, pointed out in the Centralblatt 
fur die gesammie 1 erapie, October, 1889, that a firm at Mannheim had also produced a cocoa-nut 
butter free of fatty acids, such as was suited for persons of impaired digestion. {Journal Board of 
Traae June, 1901). The manufacture of these and such like butters was naturally very quickly 
extended, and indeed Messrs. Loder and Nucohne, Ltd., of Silvertown, London, claim to have

* Cf. Ind. Agri. Sept. 17th, 1887 J Bull, No. CLXXIII., Oct. 1890, 230-38 ; Basu in Joum. Agri. Hort. Soc. Ind. 1890.
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preceded even the German firms in producing cocoa-nut butter and cocoa-nut suet, which they called 
JNucolme and Vejsu. Their sales are now on a very large scale so that their goods are coming 

dany into extended demand. ‘‘ Vegetaline ” is the name of the product as now manufactured at 
Marseilles. More recently Messrs. Gaudart and Company have commenced making what they call 

Cocotine at Pondicherry. Similar factories have also been established in America and elsewhere.§
Sir George Watt gives it as his opinion that there is an opening for Indian industries in this 

pioduct which that country will be ill advised to neglect, and probably his remarks will be found 
to apply to the West Indies also. The importance to Europe of the discoveries briefly indicated 
lies m the fact that the cocoa-nut butter provides bakers and biscuit manufacturers with a substitute 
for butter which is not only pure and cheap, but even better suited for baking purposes than butter 
proper. One of its chief advantages is that it does not readily become rancid, and recently the use 
of this butter has been authorised for culinary purposes in the French army, a fact significant of the 
future demands of the world. The consumption of this product must in fact yearly expand and 
the traffic become of infinite value. Confectioners are said to find cocoa-nut butter an entirely satis­
factory substitute for the more expensive cocoa butter, the imports of which into England have in 
consequence, for some years past, materially declined. Cocoa-nut butter is not, however, strictly 
speaking, a substitute or even an adulterant of dairy butter: but as the Revue des Cultivateurs of 
Colon (June, 1903, No. 126) pointed out, a substance that commands independent recognition. Pure 
cocoa-nut oil has for some time been used in part manufacture of margarine, and with advantage, 
since it supplies a certain amount of glyceryl salts, of fairly low fatty acids, whose absence from 
ordinary margarine constitute chemically the principal difference between that product and butter. 
For this purpose the characteristic odour of the oil is accordingly removed by treatment with alcohol 
and animal charcoal. {Chemistry for Engineers and Manufacturers, Blount and Bloxam, 1900, Vol. 
11., No. 238). The various methods and contrivances for producing vegetable butter—cocoa-nut 
butter more especially—may be said to have originated one of the many new aspects of value in this 
palm.

§ Cf. Madras Mail, Jan. 23rd, 1902 ; Ind. Agriculturist, Nov. 1902, XXVII., 348, etc.

CANE FARMING IN TRINIDAD.
The following table, prepared by Mr. Edgar Tripp, has been issued by the Agricultural 

Society of Trinidad, now in process of re-organisation, giving statistics regarding the cane farmers’ 
crop of 1906. The corresponding table for 1905 was given in The West India Committee Circular of 
September 29th of that year, page 392. It will be noted that the quantity of canes purchased 
from farmers for the 1906 crop exceeds all previous records.

ESTATE.
Total

Sugar made.
Tons.

Tons of Sugar 
made from 

Estate Canes.
Tons of Estate 
Canes Ground.

Tons of Canes 
Purchased.

Amount Paid 
for Canes.

No. of Farmers.
East

Indian.
West 

Indian.

Brechin Castle . .
Brouté
Caroni
Craignish ..
Esperanza . . 
Forres Park 
Hindustan .. 
La Florissante 
Mon Desir . .
Orange Grove 
Palmiste ..
Perseverance (Cedros) 
Reform
Tennants’ Estates . . 
Usine St Madeleine . . 
Waterloo ..
Woodford Lodge

4>*7° 
3,235
4» 773 

670
3,280 
1,325

830 
247
35° 

4,800 
2,753

460 
1,255 
9,799

16,042 
4,350 
4,636

62,975

3,880
*L375 

3,297 
23° 

2,241 
316 
210 
205

*l8O 
2,210 

735 
421

*186 
6,810 

fio,756 
*4,000 

2,683

39,735

37,919 
12,863 
3L747 
*2,520 
23,058

3,801 
2,364 
3,116

*2,145 
19,890
8,711 

*5,000 
*2,235 
64,900

102,725 
47,900 
27,018

397,912

2,996 
19,182 
15,218
5,480 

13,593 
12,284 
7,057

643 
2,055 

23,3*0 
24,240

506 
12,825 
28,409 
50,477 
4,926 

114,643

237,844

8 6,078 
39,*3* 
31,060 
io,734 
27,689 
25,061 
13,679

97° 
3,422

3O,327 
52,277

835 
26,141 
58,920 

103,450
9,458 

29,890

$469,122

170 
517 
386 
204 
551 
367 
i*3
20

*55
80 

438 
*20 

*250 
671 

i,793
95 

397

6,127

*55 
161 
416

87 
583 
IS2 
385
60 

*45 
357 
522 
*15

*250 
517 

1,254
125 
362

5,446
_----- — ■■ 11 -—

244,418 
385, OI5 
337,632 
337,9*1 
434,003 
364,355 

'426,306

144,868 
*7 *,947 
166,590 
184,867 
169,918 
105,996 
106,741 
105,753

$482,053 
360,046 
348,445 
327,183 
369,482 
227,865 
219,011 
202,901

5,424 
4,646 
4,443 
4,506 
3,8i9 
2,826 
2,826 
2,326

5,462 
4,685 
4,440 
4,850
4,737 
3,591 
3,870 
3,824

Returns for 1905
„ », 1904
„ „ 1903
„ „ 1902
„ ,, 1901
„ „ 1900
„ ,, 1899
„ ,, 1898

0 ̂
0
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o 
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et
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M
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to
 Oo 0

* Estimated (approximately). «««nd The results obtained from carefully cultivated estate canes and that from
t This is simply the average calculated on all canes grou • determined as they go to the mill mixed.Farmers’ Canes, the bulk of which are not c^uliy cultiva.ed, £Felicity Estate, for which payment was made m sugar,
| Besides 2,724 tons from Endeavour Estate, and 4,49« tons k01« ?
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CRYSTALLISATION IN MOTION.
Mr. Hartmann, the Chairman of Committee of the Hawaiian Chemists’ Association, has 

communicated to Vue Planters’ Monthly a report on the result of his investigations as to the merits of 
crystallisation in motion. The success of the process depends upon work done in pans, 
uniformity of the grain being a sine qua non. Next in importance is the cooling of the 
massecuite, which must keep pace with the exhaustion of the mother liquor. If the cooling be 
conducted too slowly, a portion of recoverable sugar will be retained in the mass, while 
if it takes place too rapidly, formation of false grain will be the inevitable consequence. 
In Java, the massecuite gives 97° polarisation sugar, and waste molasses, with apparent 
purity of a little over 300. Grain is formed as low down in the pans as possible, and 
care taken that it grows regularly ; when the desired amount of massecuite is made, it is boiled down 
to 950 or 96° Brix., and the temperature raised to 700 C. The molasses, previously heated to 8o° C., 
are then drawn in. The crystalliser must be heated to 700 C. before the massecuite is allowed to 
run into it. After half an hour or one hour, cold water is admitted and allowed to run continuously 
for eighteen to twenty-four hours. As compared with crystallisation at rest, the following figures 
are given :—

At Rest. In Motion.
Purity of massecuite .. .. .. .. 84.1 . . 83.4

„ molasses .. . . . . .. 44.0 . . 46.4
Water, per cent, molasses .. .. .. 24.6 . . 22.9
Sugar crystallised .. .. .. . . 66.3% . . 64 %
Amount of sugar obtained in centrifugals .. . . 55.2 . . 64
Loss of crystals in curing, per cent, sugar .. .. 16.7 . . o

SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
The Trinidad Dock and Engineering Company, Ltd.

This Company has been formed to carry into effect an agreement under an ordinance of the 
Legislative Council of the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago, for the provision of a floating graving 
dock and workshops, and for the payment by the Government half-yearly, for twenty-five years, 
of a subsidy to supplement the net earnings of the Company for securing the payment by the Company 
of interest at the rate of 3 per cent, per annum on the initial capital expenditure of £100,000. The 
whole of the subsidy will be charged in favour of the holders of the £75,000 First Mortgage debentures. 
The ordinary capital consists of 25,000 shares of £1. Subscriptions are invited for £75,000 debentures 
at £102. The debentures will be redeemable at £105 on December 31st, 1932, or at any time after 
the year 1916, on six months’ notice. Provision will be made for the amortisation of the debentures 
in 1932 by means of a sinking fund policy, at fixed annual premiums, effected with the Commercial 
Union Assurance Company (Limited). The prospectus, which has just been issued, states that there 
is at present no dry dock in the British West Indies, and that the Island of Trinidad possesses a very 
considerable maritime traffic, but up to the present it has had no facilities for docking vessels. In 
consequence, vessels requiring docking have to go long distances, frequently to New York, involving 
a voyage of 5000 miles there and back, or to St. Thomas, in the Danish West Indies, involving a voyage 
out and home of about a week. The Company is to undertake to provide a self-locking floating 
graving dock, together with the tugs, machinery, plant, etc., and also to acquire the workshops of 
Messrs. Ellis, Grell and Co., Port-of-Spain, together with the goodwill of their business. The profits 
of Messrs. Ellis, Grell and Co.’s business have averaged £2250 for the years 1901 to 1905 inclusive. 
The directors are Mr. Mark J. Kelly, Mr. Maurice Ulcoq, Dr. Charles Tallent Spencer, while Lord 
Stanmore and Mr. Walter Murray Guthrie are trustees for the debenture holders. The debentures 
have been purchased by Messrs. Chalmers, Guthrie and Co., Ltd., of 9, Idol Lane, who offer them 
to the public at the price of £102 per debenture. The list of applications will be closed on or 
before September 27th.
The West Indies Plantations Co.

A company with this title has been incorporated under Ontario charter, with $200,000 
(£41,666 13s. 4d.) share capital, and these Toronto gentlemen as provisional directors : E. G. West, 
J. E. Black, J. A. McAlpine, C. D. McAlpine, A. T. Blackwell, George Crompton, and James Langmuir’

VERY MANY YEARS AGO.
Canadian Preference.

On the 3rd of March, 1786, a meeting of the West India Committee was held at the London Tavern 
Bishopsgate Street, Lord Penrhyn presiding, to consider the draft of a memorial to the Lords of the 
Treasury regarding certain subjects which were then exercising the 'minds of West Indians Among 
these was the proposal that preference for molasses and rum in Canada and the British North
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American Colonies should be granted. As will be seen from the following extract from the minutes 
what was „actually sought was prohibition and the exemption of these articles from duties •

o K Memorialists have farther to pray, that such proper measures may be taken
BPtish WeSt India Islands the A enjoyment of Ihe Market

of Canada, and the other British North American Colonies, for vending their Melafses and Rum 
That the embarafsments of the British West India Islands respecting the American Intercourse' 
both actual and apprehended, and which were incurred in a considerable degree to favour these 
particular Colonies, appear to entitle Your Memorialists to receive some indemnification bv 
the prohibition of the introduction into them of Melafses as well as Rum from Foreign Parts

r i • tOta\ exemPtion of Duties on their Importation of these Articles from the British 
West Indies, and by such farther regulations as shall seem expedient.”

Lord Penrhyn, Mr. Samuel Long, and Mr. Beeston Long, afterwards Chairman of the West India Com­
mittee, were appointed a deputation to present the memorial to Mr. Pitt, and at the meeting of the 2^th 
April, Lord Penrhyn “ Made report of the Conference with Mr. Pitt on the Subject of the Memorial 
of the 3rd March,” but nothing appears on the minutes as to the nature of Mr. Pitt's utterances on the 
subject.

CONSULAR REPORTS.
Cotton Culture in Corea.

Experiments have been carried out in Corea with Upland Cotton, which seems admirably 
adapted to the conditions of climate and soil in that country, as much as 1368 pounds of unginned 
or 445 pounds ol ginned cotton to the acre, having been obtained in one instance. It was found that 
by pinching out the superfluous shoots and non-bearing branches, as is done in Japan, a consider­
able increased yield was obtained. An excess of manure was found to be prejudicial. The 
experiments with manure at Mokpo gave the following results :—

Quantity of Un- Relation, com-
Manure. ginned Cotton 

per Acre. 
Lbs.

Proportion of 
Ginned Cotton. 

Per cent.

Quantity of Ginned 
Cotton per Acre. 

Lbs.

pared with 
Unmanured

i. Unmanured 903 32-9 297 IOO
2. Rice bran ash 990 lbs. 1285 33*5 430 MS
3- No. 2, with 99 lbs. oil cake .. 1307 32 418 141
4- „ 188 1317 32-5 . . 428 144
5- Rice bran ash 495 lbs., with animal manure 99 lbs. 1373 32-8 450 151
6. No. 5, with 99 lbs. oil cake .. .. 1508 32-1 484 163
7- „ 188 1406 32-5 457 154

The area of cotton cultivated in Corea amounts to about 298,200 acres, and with the present yield 
of native cotton of under 500 lbs. of unginned cotton per acre, amounts to 101,200,000 lbs. which is 
calculated as giving 26,862,000 lbs. of ginned cotton. It is expected that with the substitution of 
upland for the native cotton, and with improved cultivation, that this would amount to 72,000,000 
lbs. of ginned cotton per annum, but as these figures are based on experimental results too much 
stress should not be laid on them. Mr. Ando, expert from the Department of Agriculture and Com­
merce, Tokio who reports on the subject, has been in charge of the experiments.

SOME HOMEWARD MAILS.
Nevis and the Mails.

In a letter dated August 29th, the Hon. C. A. Shand wrote that the new arrangements made 
for a temporary resumption of a Mail service did not, as far as the more northerly Islands were 
concerned, place matters on at all a satisfactory footing, as a monthly means of communication left 
much to be desired and was very far from a reversion to the status quo ante. The Governor was in 
St. Kitts. He appeared to be an able and energetic ruler, and had evidently the welfare of the 
Islands at heart. He purposed visiting Nevis on the following Monday and would remain until 
September 6th. He was particularly anxious to meet the members of the Agricultural and Com­
mercial Society Dr G B. Mason, who was in Anguilla, was to take over the district in Nevis 
vacated by the death of Dr. Bell. The weather during the past fortnight had been exceptionally 
hot and dry and rain was much needed. It was most unfortunate that the drought should be so 
persistent just at the crucial time when the crops required most moisture.

Unsettled Weather in St. Kitts.
When Mr. A. D. C. Adamson wrote on September 3rd, that the dry weather had broken up, and 

the change was very nearly disastrous. The barometer began falling on Friday, August 31st, and 
did so continuously till 6 p.m. on the 1st inst., when the reading was 29.607, a fall of about four-tenths. 
A cable from the United States Weather Bureau in Washington practically set their minds at 
as it indicated a disturbance to the E.S.E. of the Island moving N.W. Ram had been falling spas­
modically from early morning, but it was practically calm till about 4 p.m., when the wind started
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from the west with heavy rains ; the wind and rain continued all Saturday night and with varying 
strength all Sunday, backing all the time through S. and on the Monday morning blowing from the 
E.S.E. The maximum wind velocity recorded in Basseterre was sixty miles an hour, but this must 
have been an exceptional squall. On the side of the Island on which Brighton estate is situated, 
Mr. Adamson did not think it was anything like that, as beyond the upsetting of a few trees and a 
good many telephone posts, not much damage seemed to have been done to buildings or crops. The 
B208 cane had stood up remarkably well. In one thirteen acre field where there was a strip of three 
acres of Jamaica cane and the remainder B208, the latter were erect, while the former were all laid 
over. The variation in rainfall was extraordinary, ranging as it did from 4.12 to 13.05 inches. Before 
the rain came the crops were beginning to look very dry, with the exception of cotton, which was 
still marvellously fresh and green. The Governor presided at a meeting of the Agricultural Society 
on August 28th,when Mr. Ballou, the entomologist of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, spoke 
on the subject of cotton pests and the best ways of fighting them. The new Mail arrangements seemed 
worse than ever. It was not that there were not opportunities, but it was the irregularity and uncer 
tainty that were vexatious to everyone.

Mail Troubles in Montserrat.
Mr. Conrad Watson, writing on August 24th, also complained of the Mail arrangements, as the 

Mails from London lay in Barbados for one week before the steamer left for the Northern Islands 
and they would also lie in Barbados for the same period before leaving for England, and therefore 
nothing was gained by the service except communication with St. Kitts and Antigua.

NOTES OF INTEREST.
ELECTRIFYING. The Royal Securities Corporation, Ltd., of Canada, which is largely interested 

in various electric undertakings in the West Indies, has opened an office at 27, Clement’s Lane, London, 
E.C., under the management of Mr. J. S. Harding.

LEMON GRASS OIL. Lemon grass can be grown down the rows between lines of rubber trees without 
interfering with the rubber roots, says the Tropical Agriculturist, and as the plant dries down in 
three years, and has then to be freshly propagated for further growing and extensions, it is very 
suitable as an early catch crop.

BRAZILIAN COFFEE. The New York Herald is responsible for the statement that a Bill is being 
brought before the Brazilian Congress prescribing that the countries which every year take four 
million bags of Brazilian coffee free of duty, will receive a reduction of 20 per cent, on the Brazilian 
import tariff, and those which take three million 10 per cent. On the other hand, countries which 
impose a tax on Brazilian coffee will have to pay a surtax of 10 per cent. This arrangement would 
be favourable to the United States, but operate against France and Italy.

PLANTERS AND PUPILS. Being constantly asked for the names of planters willing to receive pupils or 
visitors on their estates for a small premium or weekly payment, it has been decided to insert adver­
tisements from such planters for the nominal sum of 10s. per annum in a special column which will 
be provided for this purpose. It is believed that this will be the means of placing intending settlers 
into communication with the planters in the West Indies, and will prove of mutual advantage and 
from the number of inquiries which have been received, there is no doubt whatever that this arrange­
ment will prove advantageous if generally supported and taken up.

AN AQUATIC GALA. The third annual aquatic gala of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Swimming Club 
which was held at Westminster Baths on Tuesday evening, September 18th, was well attended and 
successful m every way The programme was varied and of great interest. The sixteen fastest 
amateurs of the south of England competed in the 100 yards invitation handicap, the final heat having 
a dose finish. Immediately before an exciting water polo match between the City Police Club and 
Nautilus Polo Chib, the prizes were presented by Miss Curtis. They included the Philipps’ Cup 
presented by Mr. Owen Philipps, Chairman of the Company, for Club racing during the season which 

G' n““6’ Td a handsome CUP presented by Mr. Spencer H. Curtis, 
Orch^ b HandlcaP- Dunng the evening selections of music were played by the London

Thurs.,

Fri., 
Sat. 
Sun. 
Mon.

Tues.

THE EDITOR’S DIARY.
Sept. 20th—It was announced that Mr. Chamberlain had returned to Highbury and was convalescent
Sept. °f 4% unchanged.-Let

Sept. rioC ta °f Sett'ement beinS arrived at in Cuba.-Beet 9/9 firm.

Sept. ^th-The Queen returned*. 1London Prospectus of the Trinidad Dock and Engineering Co., 

Sept. 25th—Beet 9/9^ flat.
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,, THE WEST INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.
to ‘° ab™‘ °f °“-

ab5en« BrÌtÌSh Guia“a' has been “ -tension of leave of

England^nXeemo^hiieav'enf’ h£A” etc.. Government Analyst, British Guiana, has arrived in
of Unce“^^^^ K W‘ F' E« -ill act as Director

of absentBrÌtÌSh haS ^en granted an extension of leave

pending Hi/MaTesÌy’^g™^^ appointed a member of the Legislative Council of Barbados,

Aide-dgamp to “ Pr'Vate

in the “2S reSÌgnatÌO“ Lieut'the Hon- A- R- commission

Honduras HaROLD °* WoLFE- Murray has been appointed Private Secretary to the Governor of British 

Mr. T. Lawrence Roxburgh 
late Sir Robert Bromley, Bart. Mr. 
Jamaica Civil Service since 1882. He 
has also acted as Colonial Secretary.

has been appointed Administrator of St. Kitts-Nevis in succession to the 
Roxburgh, who was educated at Edinburgh University, has been in the 
was appointed Assistant Colonial Secretary on January 2nd, 1902, and he

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
Bârbâdos.— (Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller), September 19th, “ A few light showers have 

lallen, but more rain would be acceptable.”

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.—Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “Tagus” (Capt. Laws) 

sailing to-day, were given in Circular 208, p. 471.
Forward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “Atrato” (Captain H. J. Boby), October 10th : Sir Ernest and 

Cady Northcote. Sir H. and Lady Greaves, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stilwell, Mr. 
Ernest Pedder, Mrs. Boyce, Master Aubrey Cameron, Sir F. and Lady Hodgson, Dr. H. Alston, ’ Mrs. 
Casalta and three ladies, Mr. and Mrs. George Lambie and child, Mrs. F. Fernandez, Mrs. G. and Miss L. 
Reis, Lady Morris, Mrs. H. Caracciolo, Miss R. Alonzo, Mr. and Mrs. Abdy Anderson, Miss C. Awdry, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Lamy, Mr. and Mrs. Arturo Luria, Mr. and Mrs. J. Browne, Ven. Archdeacon J ones-Bateman, Miss C. 
Young, Mr. Harold Bullock, Miss Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Colley and child, Mr. and Mrs. Wieting, Mr. M. H. Bugle, 
Mrs. E. Johnstone, Dr. and Mrs. Seccombe, Miss M. A. Bratt, Rev. W. R. Symons, Air. William S., Mrs. Selina B., 
Miss V. and Miss L. Cameron, Mr. J. B. D., Master A. and Master J. Sellier, Mr. D. C. Jurzman, Air. and Mrs’ 
I. Rubiano, Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Duncan and two children, Sir Henry and Lady Jackson, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Forrest, Air. Arthur H. Brebner, Airs. R. G. Dix and three children, Mrs. R. S. Reid, Air. Herman and 
Mrs. and Aliss Luria, Hon. H. A. Alcazar, K.C., Air. J. AI. Templeton, Air. John Williams, Air. Allan Campbell, 
Mr. H. Singleton Smith, Air. and Airs. H. P. Hobson, Air. H. Watson Taylor, Air. Suraybali Sing, Mr. Ernest W. 
Harford, Mr. and Mrs. Paw and child, Airs. Menzies and child, Airs. Rosario, Aliss AI. and Miss L. George, 
Mr. S. Bickart, Air. Randolph Rust, Airs. Stollmeyer, Mr. and Mrs. Dreyfus and family.

Forward Bookings per R.Ai.S.P.“ La Plata ” (Captain H. B. Trigge), Octoberj^th : Mr. A. M. Duncan, 
Mr. James Smith. Air., Airs, and the Aiisses Alston, Miss Johnston, Rev. F. Wilkes, Mr. and Mrs. O. G. Müller, Air. 
Fritz Walther, Aliss Nestler, Mr. and Airs. G. O. D. Walton, Air. and Airs. Dauch, Mr. and Airs. A. D. Russell, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. P. and Mr. Raoul Alaignot. Air. and Airs. Jackson.

Forward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Trent ” (Captain A. P. Dix), November 7th : Air. and Airs. Wilhelm 
Schreier and two children, Col. and Airs. Lushington, Mr. Dillon, Mr. and Airs. Cooper and child, Mr. W. Hart, Air. 
and Mrs. Smith Cunninghame, Mrs. E. C. Cummins, Airs. C., Air. C H. and Aiiss H. Stollmeyer, Miss Mecham, 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur, jun., Air. J. Chailoner, Airs. Pinheiro, Airs, Chandler and family. Miss Harford, Aiiss Archibald.

Imperial Direct West India Mail Service.— Sailings per R.M.S. “Port Royal” (Captain Owen 
Jones), September 22nd : Jamaica.—Mr. Lewis and Aliss Ivy Anderson, Air. E. P. S. Allen, Aliss Brunton, Air. A. E. 
Chew, Mr. William Conran, Air. D. G. Casseres, Air. A. W. Clarke, Airs. G. P. and Aiiss Helen Dewar, Mr. and Airs. 
A. H. DaCosta and two children, Aliss A. J. Douglas, Airs. J. Edwards and infant. Hon. William Fawcett, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. W. Griffith, Air. John Hudson, Air. H. S. Hoskins, Lieut. P. W. Justice, Capt. and Mrs. W. D. King, Rev. 
Canon H. H. Kilburn, Aliss Leach, Hon. Geo. and Airs. McGrath, Aiiss AIcGrath, Mr. H. Mellor, Airs. W. D. Neish, 
Lieut. C. E. Price, Air. C. H. B. Pridham, Air. T. J. R. Philipps, Mrs. Rock, Mrs. and Miss Robertson, Mr. Howard 
and Mrs. R. Smith’, Airs. H. J. and Aliss R. Sturridge, Air. T. G. Southby, Air. W. Sanderson, Aliss Tivy, Aliss M. G. L. 
Taylor, Airs. James Verley Aliss D. Verley, Air. Daniel Wilson, Rev. A. Whitehouse, Air. C. L. Walker, Miss E. 
Wright, Miss Walcott, Mr.’ John Caldwell, Air. William Farquhar, Mr. James Irvine, Mr. Alontgomery, Mrs. and 
Aiiss Smythe, Air. J. Williams, Miss Agnes Wright.

Outward Bookings per R.AI.S. “Port Kingston” (Captain J. G. Parsons), October 6th : Jamaica.— 
Hon. Col. C J Ward C AI G and Airs. Ward, Hon. H. Clarence Bourne, C.M.G., and Airs. Bourne, Airs. C. L. Alais 
and Miss Mais, Air., Airs, and Miss Gamble, Aliss Doris Tuckett, Mrs. E. W. Lucie Smith, Air. F. L. Firminger, Mr. 
A. H. Baker Mr and Airs R Craig, Mr. Robert Pashley, Air. Ehrenstein, Dr. and Airs. Turton, Airs. Cochrane, 
Air. W. H. Kerr Mrs and Aliss Coulborn, Aliss AI. Coulborn, Air. and Mrs. P. Haughton James, Aliss Findlay, Mrs. 
and Aliss Tavlor Mr C A Farmer, Air. A. AI. Bullock, Air. Eustace Greg, Miss Dorothy Moxsy, Air. and Aiiss 
Conran, Air. Perkins Dr Brett Airs. Hutchinson, Miss V. Abrahams, Airs. H. F. Kerr, Aiiss M. Abraham, Air. and 
Mrs. Harvev and child Mr 1 P Brown Mr. and Airs. Lane, Airs. Wetherall, Air. J. H. Cargill and Miss Cargill, Aiiss 
Sutton, Miss Kitchener, Mrs. Prentice, Air. A. M. Mills, Air. Belcher, Lieut. J S Biscoe, Mr J S. Robertson Mrs. 
Wessel, Mr. H. O Carter Mr Cousins, Mrs. Eves, Master Eves, Miss French, Miss Nowell, Miss Lockett, Mr. S. 
Comber, Dr. and Mrs. Rust, Mr. and Mrs. Dunbar. Bermuda —Sir R. M and Lady Stewart, Hon. Lucy Playfair, 
Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. Black, Mrs. Orde Brown, Hon. Ambrose Gosling, Mr. W. Smellie, Miss Masters, Mr S H. 
Grant, Miss F. S. Cooper Turks Island.— Miss Mary Watkins, Judge G. P. and Mrs. St. Aubyn, Miss Aubyn.
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY.
Sugar.—Violent fluctuations in speculative 88% beet have taken place this week, and at one time a fall 

of over is. per cwt. was registered, this being caused by the actions of outside speculators who know nothing 
about the true position of sugar. This clearing out was soon followed by a rapid and substantial recovery, but 
still the Market is very sensitive and quotations vary every hour. All circumstances point to an upward movement 
in prices, the extent of which will be determined by the course of events in Cuba. The outlook at present 
in that Island is about as gloomy as it well can be, and if the United States really send an army to attempt to 
occupy the country, no one can say what the coming sugar crop may produce. A reduction of 25% to 50% 
may well follow, and what this will lead to in prices of sugar takes a lot of consideration. Coming as the dis­
turbances do in a season when stocks are normal and when a beet crop ahead of us is known to be deficient, their 
importance is intensified, and it will be well for consumers to face the situation and make themselves safe by 
holding maximum instead of minimum stocks as they have done ever since the late rise set in at the close of 1904. 
Sugar is still cheap, and only just over first cost of production, so the risk is insignificant.

The closing quotations of 88% are September, 9/9J ; October, 9/6; November, 9/4J ; December, 9/4I ; 
January-March, 9/5 ; May, 9/6^ ; August, 9/8^ ; and October-December, 1907, 9/3, all free on board Hamburg.

Visible Supplies, uneven dates :—
1906 1905 1904 1903 1902

Europe .. . . .. 1:, 150,000 790,000 1,100,000 1,490,000 1,470,000
United States 220,000 180,000 150,000 180,000 170,000
Cuba 40,000 180,000 10,000 170,000 140,000
Afloat 100,000 250,000 250,000 100 000 180,000

Total
— — — — —
1,510,000 1,400,000 1,510,009 1,940,000 1,960,000 tons.

Quotations of 88 % September 26th:-—9s. 9Jd. 8S. 10d. 10s. 11 |d. 8s. 4d. 6s. 4d.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Less business has been doing this week in yellow crystallised, and owing to 
the violent fluctuations in beet the Trade have abstained from any general buying. The sales made, however, 
from 16S.-17S., indicate firm prices, and the value of average qualities remains 16s. 6d. In the absence of any­
thing offering the value of a 96 test cargo to Refiners is uncertain.

Molasses Sugar continues in good demand on the spot from 10s. 6d. to 14s. 6d. duty paid. For 89 
test to arrive 8s. 9d. is the nearest value in bond on floating terms.

Muscovado.—Spot sugar is scarce and useful kinds are wanted, 
is uncertain.

West India Figures since Jan.: 1906
Imports .. .. 46,000
Deliveries .. .. 37,000
Stocks, September 22nd .. 18,000

Quotations of average qualities, September 26th : —
Rum.—Stock in London, September 22nd :— 

Jamaica ..
Demerara . .
Total of all kinds . .

The value of 89 test on floating terms

1905 1904 1903 1302
32,000 36,000 20,000 55,000 tons.
30,000 37,000 32,000 32,000 „
12,000 11,000 16,000 36,000 „

16s. 6d. 17s. Od. 18s. 3d. 16s. 0d. 13s. 6d.
1906 1905 1904 1903
9>5°° 10,000 11,300 11,600 puns.
4,700 5 >500 8,200 7,400 „

21,000 23,600 28,000 29,500 „
Demerara is firmer and the small lots here of fair quality have been selling from io|d to nd which is 

a shade better. Jamaica is in less demand, arrivals being liberal. Standard Marks are however still quoted 
2s. 2d. Leewards and other foreign kinds are worth 9d. to is. 2d. ’

Cocoa.—Stocks in London :—September 22nd. 1906
Trinidad .. .. .. .. 12,000
Grenada .. .. .. . . ~ 100
Total of all kinds .. .. .. 6*3,000

1905 
24,000 
16,000 
90,000

1904
29,300 
15,000 
97,600

1903
18,300 bags.
11,200 ,,
69,800 „

At the time of writing a quiet tone continues to prevail and the stocks of West India in Importers’ hands 
Sr a “arket, rThe f?w transactions taking place in second hand lots indicate steady prices,

T a T-8!' Ta5d G,renada>6os- to 6ds: Quotations are somewhat nominal, viz., Trinidad, fair 
collected, 68s., Estate Marks 69s. to 75s., Grenada, fair, 61s., and fermented, 64s. to 66s From other Islands fair 
Native is quoted 60s. and fermented 63s. to 66s The “ bear ” sellers a^e Sported to havTch^ 
their engagements, and when this is all over another condition of things will have to be faced. Y q

Coffee.—Unchanged ; good ordinary Jamaica, 40s. to 42s.

Nutmegs.—Large sales of West India including 64’s is. sd. 
118’s 6d., 130’s 5$d., 156’s 5|d., and in shell, 4d.

72’s is., 82’s io|d., 93’s 8d., 102’s 6^d.,

broken^T^0^!^ tO S°°d’ ^b’ IS’ fair red- IS' 4d" Is' 5d- : dark red, is. 8d„ and

Ginger.—Tendency easier ; prices nominal.

Pimento.—Unchanged at 2|d. to 3d.

Arrowroot.—Firmer and further sales of good manufacturing St. Vincent at 2 jd. to 2id

Lime Juice.—Slow at nd. to is. 2d. Concentrated, easier, Z21 us iLnd Pr«c^ 
price, 2s. 3d. Distilled Oil, value, 3s. to 3s. 3d. 4 5 and Passed, scarce, moment’s
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His Excellency Sir Frederic M. Hodgson, K.C.M.G.

at such a price that, had these conditions lasted

Cbe West 5nbfa Committee TRooms, 

15 Seething Lane, London,

Oct. 8th, 1906

Telegrams: " Carib, London.” Telephone : 6642 Central.

From time to time we have called attention in 
these columns to the beneficial effect of 

the abolition of Bounties upon the West Indies 
generally, and especially upon the Sugar 
Industry and the allied trades in this country, 
such as the engineers and machinery manufac­
turers, and we may now, therefore, refer to the 
sugar refining industry, which has also reaped 
some benefit from the stoppage of the unfair 
competition which prevailed under the system 
of foreign bounties and cartels. In looking at the 
figures published by the Board of Trade one is 
rather surprised to find that the increase in the 
output of the British refineries is apparently so 
small, but it must be remembered that it was 
not so much anticipated that a great increase 
would result to the home-refining, as it was felt 

that the abolition of bounties was necessary to 
save the industry from extinction. It was not, 
of course, the bounties on raw sugar to which 
the refiners in the United Kingdom objected so 
much as the increased bounty given on refined 
sugar, which amounted to from 4>d. to 6d. 
per cwt., and permitted the foreigner to sell 
for a year or two longer, sugar refining in
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this country would have reached a vanishing point. As a matter of fact competition with foreign 
refined sugar has been just as keen since the abolition of bounties as it was before, for the foreign 
refiners have larger outlets in their own countries than they had before the Convention, and it answers 
their purpose to sell their surplus to Great Britain without profit in order to keep their cost of 
manufacture low. It has been clearly proved that the abolition of bounties has had no part in the 
rise in price of sugar. It has been shown over and over again that the high price of last year was 
entirely due to short crops on the Continent, and this year, under normal conditions, the “ free-on- 
board ” price of sugar has been lower than the average for several previous years. That sugar is 
slightly dearer is owing entirely to the duty of 4s. 2d. per cwt. on refined—a duty which is far too 
high in proportion to the value of the sugar. If His Majesty’s Government wish to withdraw from 
the Brussels’ Convention, though it is hardly conceivable that such a retrograde step could be taken, 
notice will have to be given in September next year. It is, therefore, interesting to consider what the 
effect of such a withdrawal would mean, not only to the West Indies and the British sugar refiners, 
but also to the confectioners and others who so blindly opposed the late Government in their endeavour 
to restore free trade to sugar. As we have already pointed out, it does not follow that if England 
withdraws from the Convention all the other countries will do the same, in fact, most probably the 
course that they would adopt would be immediately to impose a still heavier tax upon all sugared 
products imported from this country on the plea that as we were not parties to the Convention we 
should be using bounty-fed sugar. The effect of this upon some of the large exporters of sugared 
products would be disastrous, although one firm, probably foreseeing the trend of events has already 
started a factory in Germany. If, on the other hand, the Government does not withdraw 
from the Convention, many of the sugared products which are imported into foreign parts from 
Great Britain, and are now taxed too high in proportion to the sugar contained in the goods, 
could obtain considerable reductions in the duties if proper representations were made, so that the 
confectioners have everything to gain by the continuance of the Brussels’ Agreement. We are by no 
means certain that even if the Convention came to an end, foreign Governments would go back to the 
system of bounties, but they would probably impose a higher protective import duty. The refiners 
would again revert to cartels (the most iniquitous form of competition), and by surcharging their 
home customers would undersell the British refiners. The Austrian refiners would most certainly do 
this, Germany would undoubtedly follow, and France, in her own interests, would be forced to do the 
same. The consequence would be that the position, not only of the British refining industry, but also 
of the West Indian Colonies, would again be seriously menaced. Looking at the situation from a 
practical and unprejudiced point of view, there is no doubt that what is wanted is the abolition of the 
present high duty on sugar, or at any rate a considerable reduction in the same, from which the West 
Indian planters, the refiners, the confectionery trade, and also the consumer would benefit; and if 
such a remission is possible then sugar would be cheaper than it has ever before been, with this 
advantage, that under the protection of the Brussels’ Convention sugar would be grown in Lil parts of 

the world at a price which would be regulated purely and simply by the cost of production, and 
without any fear of those violent fluctuations such as have taken place in years gone by.

qpHE forecast in our issue of August 29th, regarding the state of Cuba, is confirmed. Whether 
the United States annexes Cuba or not, intervention strengthens her position in the 

Island. Politically and strategically, she gained all she wanted by the war of 1898. Her present 
move, behind which is American capitalism, will secure her commercial ascendancy. That 
is to say. another open door is to be closed to British trade as it was in Puerto Rico and Hawaii 
To minimise the disaster is impossible since Cuba is ten times as large as the largest of
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our West Indian possessions, and rich in proportion. In 1904 she took from us goods to the 
value of nearly two millions sterling, and our other interests in the Island are second 
only to those of the Americans. In these circumstances it is our duty to safeguard our position by 
action. We are, however, under the spell of Cobdenism, and sit still with folded hands. As this is 
our attitude towards every American aggression, we are in danger of losing our predominance in the 
Caribbean, fen years ago it was as Nelson bequeathed it to us. To-day the United States is in 
Puerto Rico, and Cuba and Hispaniola are on the eve of practical annexation. By means of a 
revolution, engineered by American citizens, she is in possession of a strip of territory bordering the 
canal of the future. In this way Jamaica is isolated, and the short sea route to Europe and Canada, 
commanded not by Spain as of yore, but by one of our most pushing rivals. Whatever steps have been 
taken by us in this part of the world, “ pre-eminently the domain of sea-power ” have been retrograde. 
By the Pauncefote-Hay Convention we threw away without equivalent, our rights on the mainland. 
Consequently, we have no guarantee of any kind that freedom of trade in the Panama Canal will ever 
be ours. A subsidy to the all-British cable scheme has been refused, though rapid communication 
with the British West Indies is far inferior to that with the French and American West Indies and 
the cost is greater. We have withdrawn the fleet and garrisons in obedience to a naval policy, 
which is being rendered futile by the political and commercial strategy of the United States. In other 
words the trade basis necessary to its effectiveness is crumbling. To suppose that American expansion 
will stop short of the British West Indies is to live in a fool’s paradise. They are even now being 
subjected to the same pressure as their neighbours, and, unless we abandon our present inactivity 
which is anything but masterly, the Caribbean will soon become an American lake. Between the “ Blue 
Water School ” and Cobdenism, the “ Keys of Imperial strategy since the days of Charles V.,” are 
slipping away from our feeble grasp into the hands of a Power which does not allow its sailors to adopt 
the doctrine of Mahan, and its statesmen the doctrine of passive resistance. The essence of the situation 
is that the United States has a definite aim in the West Indies, we have none.

The announcement that certain Lancashire cotton spinners have purchased an area of 4,000 acres 
in the Southern States for the purpose of growing cotton, suggests at once the thought of why 

the West Indies were not selected for this purpose instead of a foreign country. We are afraid that the 
reason has been that their suitability for such industrial purposes is not yet fully realised. In times 
gone by the general idea of the West Indies which obtained in this country was that these fertile 
Islands were only adapted to the production of sugar and rum, and perhaps cocoa, produced under the 
easy conditions ; but in a climate sooner or later fatal to Europeans. Colonisation in the true sense 
of the word could not be said to exist. The cloud that settled upon these Colonies after the emanci­
pation of the slaves and the opening up of the Antipodean possessions, further drew attention away 
from the West Indies, and although between i860 and 1880 fairly prosperous times were experienced 
commercially, yet the position of sugar, which, with cocoa formed practically the only agricultural 
products, was such as to discourage enterprise. Again, it has been too much the- custom to take a 
purely sentimental view of the West Indies, to associate them with tradition and romance, with 
buccaneers and sea fights, with “ Tom Cringle ” and “ Peter Simple,” and not to look at their agricultural 
and commercial possibilities seriously. Times are changed the W est Indies have, it may be said, 
been re-discovered in recent years, the fear of disease and death has been removed by improved sanita­
tion, and the mode of living is healthier. Tourists have brought home the realization that health and 
beautiful scenery can be found in them, ideas of their agricultural and industrial ineptitude have been 
dissipated by the development of industries, such as fruit, cotton, oil, &c., the clouds are lifting, and possi­
bilities of remunerative investments, and a life of health amid ideal surroundings within easy reach of
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home are being appreciated. The fertility of these Islands has never, we take it, been questioned, but now 
that these actual and fancied disabilities are removed, now that along with the old-established industries 
lucrative employment can be found in other agricultural industries, a future of active prosperity is 
assured. Agriculture in these Islands and in British Guiana is now on a thoroughly scientific basis. The 
admirable control of the Imperial Department of Agriculture in the Islands and the Department of 
Agriculture and Science in British Guiana ensures that every scientific assistance is given to agricul­
turists, and the field for judicious investment in this direction is extending day by day. Reliable 
information and advice are also available on this side for intending iiivestors, while their operations 
are guided and assisted in every way on the spot by the departments above mentioned. We must 
remind our readers that in British Guiana thousands of miles of country still practically virgin await 
exploiting, while old estates on the front and on the river banks, suitable for rice, fruit, cocoa, coffee, 
cotton, &c., can be obtained at low rates. The opening for rice alone is enormous, and there is no 
reason why this country should not only supply its own wants, but also those of the West Indies 
generally. Exports of this commodity are, indeed, already being made, and the estimated value of the 
production is already upwards of ^200,000, as against the small amounts represented by isolated coolie 
growings twenty years back. In Trinidad, while the sugar industry is more than holding its own, 
assisted in no small degree by the development of peasant cane farming, cocoa cultivation has 
increased enormously, until at the present moment its value far exceeds that of the sugar. There is 
still room for more however, large areas being available for cultivation, while a petroleum industry, 
which is still in its initial stages is very promising. Jamaica, which does so well with the banana and 
orange industries, still has land for cultivation. Dominica is an ideal situation for fruit and cocoa, 
while the success of cotton in St. Kitts-Nevis, Antigua, Montserrat and St. Vincent has put the 
question of the value of this industry as an investment beyond any doubt We should have liked, 
therefore, to have seen the Lancashire cotton spinners secure 4,000 acres for cotton in the West 
Indies, which are, generally speaking, peculiarly well adapted for its cultivation, rather than in a 
foreign country. There would have been no difficulty in obtaining this area in the cotton growing 
Islands, where the finest cotton in the world, whether Sea Island or Upland, can be grown there 
under conditions quite as cheap as in the Southern States.

H.E. SIR FREDERIC M. HODGSON, K.C.M.G.
Sir Frederic Hodgson the Governor of British Guiana, who returns to the Colony to-morrow, 

entered the Imperial Post Office after a competitive examination in February, i860, and was employed 
in the Secretary s office m connection with the transfer of the telegraphs to the State In 1882 he 
was appointed Postmaster-General of British Guiana, a position which he occupied with ability for 
six years. In 1888 he became Colonial Secretary of the Gold Coast, of which Colony he administered 
the Government on several occasions, being confirmed in the position of Governor in 1808. He 
returned to the West Indies m October, 1900 as Governor of Barbados, and on July 16th, ?9o4, he 
was appointed Governor of British Guiana. Sir Frederic Hodgson’s outspoken statement at a meeJina of the West India Committee on Wednesday, October 3rd, to^he effeÆÆ  ̂

his action was m no way influenced by any special feeling towards any section of the community but 
by a desire to check lawlessness, will, we hope, be accepted in the proper spirit by all classes in 
British Guiana, who will we hope, now work together side by side in promoting the welfare ofVe 
Colony. Sir Frederic Hodgson was created a Commander of the Order of St Michael and 4 C J ™ 
in 1891, and a Knight of the same Order in 1899. Michael and St. George

BENDALL’S STREAM.
Antigua is an Island which suffers very much from drought ; but Bendall’s stream 

on another page, from a photograph by Mr. José Anjo, supplies the factorv of th» = 11 depicted
unfailing supply of water. It contains many deep pools which inyeare o dronX ”ame ™th “ 
flow of the stream has dried up, can be relied upon for a water supply It m ‘b^-^d
that the estate is now generally known as Bendal’s, with one “ 1,” but ^have 2 ^mentioned 
used m the old maps of the Island. 1 h ve adoPted the spelling
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BENDALL’S STREAM,
ANTIGUA.
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
At a meeting of the Executive held on Thursday, Oct. 4th, Sir Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G 

presiding, the following were elected Members of the West India Committee :_  ’
Name.

William W. Hewitt.
Howard R. Smith (Jamaica). 
Ernest D. R. Clarke (Trinidad). 
Hon. J. M. Farquharson, C.M.G.

(Jamaica).
George F. Wight (Trinidad).
John Jeffrey & Co.
E. C. Jackman (Barbados).
Hon. W. H. Lascelles (Grenada).
H. E. Pittam.
H. C. Morcom (Trinidad).

Proposer.
J. D. Adamson.
Sir Nevile Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
H. Hamel Smith.

R. Craig.
Thomas Boyd.
Sir Nevile Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
Hon. Forster M. Alleyne.
Cyril Gurney.
W. E. Smith.
W. E. Smith.

Seconder.
Sir Nevile Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
R. Rutherford.
F. I. Scard.

Sir Nevile Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
G. M. Frame.
R. Rutherford.
G. Carrington.
H. A. Trotter.
Sir Nevile Lubbock, k.c.m.g.
F. I. Scard.

We may remind readers that by virtue of Rule IV. of the West India Committee, sub­
scriptions from new members elected during the last three months of any year are held ’as on 
account of the year beginning on the following 1st January. Thus, members elected in October, and 
in November and December of this year, will, on paying their subscriptions, not be required to renew 
them until 1st January, 1908. Full particulars regarding Membership and application forms for 
Candidates’ may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, 
Seething Lane, London, E.C.

CANADIAN SUGAR IMPORTS.
In our issue of September 12th we gave a summary of the Canadian sugar imports for the 

year ending June 30th, 1905, and we are now in a position to give those for the corresponding period 
of 1905-6. As, however, the quantities entered have not yet been divided between the eastern and 
western ports it is not as yet possible to give the actual proportion of these, but it may be taken that 
these are relatively the same «as last year. The figures given are, as before, for the quantities entered 
for consumption.

For the fiscal year ended June 30th, 1906, the total quantity entered for consumption was 
200,430 tons, valued at $10,237,164. Of the total, 12,738 tons, valued at $901,772, were sugars above 
16 D.S. in colour, including all refined, and 187,692 tons raws not above 16 D.S., valued at $9,335,392. 
Under the preference from all sources and all kinds, the total quantity was 165,644 tons, valued at 
^8,323,313. The West Indies and British Guiana contributed for entry under the preferential tariff 
144,533 tons, valued at $7,068,677, and in addition there were 492 tons, valued at $20,726, entered 
from these Colonies under the general tariff, which did not get the preferential rebate, probably 
because they did not bear properly certified documents to entitle them to enter under the preferential 
tariff.

From Great Britain under the general and preferential tariffs, the total was 12,397 tons, valued 
at $874,290. 11,832 tons, valued at $834,632, were above 16 D.S., and got the preferential rebate. 
532 tons, valued at $37,934, were above 16 D.S.,and paid full duty under the general tariff. 33 tons, 
valued at $1,724, were not above 16 D.S., and paid full duty under the general tariff. The total 
quantity of all kinds and from all sources, under the general tariff which paid the full duty, was 
34,785 tons, valued at $1,913,833. Of this total other countries than Great Britain contributed 
297 tons above 16 D.S., valued at $24,433, and 33,923 tons not above 16 D.S., valued at $1,849,742, 
including the quantity noted above from the West Indies and British Guiana. There was a 
trifling quantity of 446 lbs., valued at $18, entered under the surtax tariff, above 16 D.S.

The important thing to note in comparing 1906 with previous years, is the notable gain in the 
quantity consumed, being 46,000 tons greater than in 1905, and 26,000 tons in excess of 1904» which 
was the previous highest point of consumption to the last fiscal year.

It will be noted that of the total the West Indies and British Guiana sent 145,025 tons and 
Great Britain contributed 11,832 tons, under the preferential tariff, all of which was the produce of 
raws grown in the West Indies and British Guiana, so that these Colonies gave Canada 156,857 tons, 
equal to 78 % of the total of 200,430 tons entered for consumption. Of the remaining 43,573 tons, 
6,587 tons not above 16 D.S., valued at $269,080, went to Vancouver, B.C., from Fiji, and were 
entered under the preference tariff, and 2,688 tons, not above 16 D.S., valued at $I5°>741’ came rom 
other countries, probably Mauritius, and got the benefit of the preferential rebate. The quantity ot 
refined was 6|% of the total, so the refiners had 93#% of the imported sugar trade of the Dominion 
during the fiscal year ended June 30th, 1906.
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RECENT PRACTICE IN CANE=SUGAR MACHINERY.
We noticed several prominent Members of the West India Committee at the meeting of the 

Society of Engineers at the United Service Institution on Monday evening last, October 1st, when 
Mr. Perry F. Nursey, Past President, read an interesting paper on “ Recent Practice in Cane-Sugar 
Machinery.” Mr. Maurice Wilson presided, and there was a large attendance.

At the outset the lecturer first referred to his previous paper of 1865 on the subject, which 
constitutes a correct exposition of sugar-mill engineering practice at that date. Since then, he 
observed, with the exception of a paper on American sugar mills, read before the Institution of

American Influence in the West Indies.

We reproduce this map, which has been specially drawn for the West India Committee, in order to show the 
remarkable increase of American influence in the West Indies which has taken place in recent years. It will be 
seen at a glance how largely American influence preponderates in the Caribbean, and it will be noted that 
the United States have only to acquire Mole St. Nicolas at the eastern end of Hayti, and they will then have the 
Windward passage to Canada completely under their control, and Jamaica will then virtually be cut off from our 
North American possessions.

Mechanical Engineers in 1902, and a few newspaper articles, there had been an absolute dearth 
of information upon the subject. He did not propose to follow in detail the development of sugar 
machinery during the forty years interval, but to show the general trend of improvement as exemplified 
by the recent practice of sugar-mill engineers.

He then described an ordinary cane sugar-mill plant of the present day, and pointed out that 
from the 16-h.p. 3-roller mill of 1865 we had now reached an 11-roller plant, which included a pair of 
preliminary breaking rolls known as Krajewskis, being so named after their inventor This was 
followed by descriptions and illustrations of examples of the present practice of various sugar machinery 
manufacturers as regards cane mills, both steam and electro driven. The firms represented included 
the Mirrlees Watson Company, the Harvey Engineering Company, Manlove, Alliott & Co I rd 
h' MC°" Fletch« * Co. Centrifugal machines were represented
by those of Messrs. Pott, Cassels and Williamson, which firm also manufacture Patterson’s classifying 
apparatus. This is an ingenious contrivance for separating the washings from the syrup discharged
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from the centrifugal baskets, so that the washings mav Hp »same grade of sugar instead of passing awaVXZs^ WeL““ ‘° Pr°dUCe

E vaporators and vacuum pans as made by the Mirrlees and the Harvey Companies next came 
Ficher illustrations, and included the Meyer Film evaporator, which is made by Messrs
Fletcher. It consists of a revolving arm which sprinkles the juice over the heating surface in each 

and aPPllcable to existing evaporating apparatus. The author observed that 
although several improved systems of evaporation had been introduced since 1865, and the shape of 

"7 ad T lreatly aIt17d’ the old vacuum pan in the form of an oblate spheroid"was 
and sd^tific Pr “ ‘° SOme °f the newer on the 8™^ common sense

TnnM th%Naudet Process of extraction and filtration of cane juice, as put down in
1 rinidad by the Harvey Company, was next described and illustrated. This process is one of diffusion 
or maceration by forced circulation, by means of which treatment it is claimed that within 0.50 of the 
total sucrose in the cane is recovered. It is stated that in Trinidad during the last crop the average 
extraction per 100 of sucrose m the cane was 93 per cent., and on the weight of cane the sucrose 
content was 12.86 per cent., and the recovery in juice 11.93 per cent., leaving a loss in extraction of 
0.93 on the weight of cane, or 7 per cent, on the 100 of sucrose in the cane.

The author then entered upon the consideration of the question of central factories. That 
system, he observed, constituted the most important advance of modern times as regarded the 
general conditions of sugar production, central factories having proved most successful, especially in 
connection with small estates. They were alike satisfactory to the owners of such estates, who sold 
their cane crops to the factory companies, and to the latter, who made the sugar and placed it on the 
market. The author described the Antigua central factory, the inception and inauguration of which 
were mainly due to the untiring exertions of the Hon. Francis Watts, C.M.G. It was erected and 
fitted under contract by the Mirrlees Watson Company in 1904, and the author pointed out that the 
report of the directors of the Central Factory Company for 1905 showed that the working of the 
factory for that year resulted in a net surplus of /*3,956 9s. 8d. This result was obtained notwith­
standing a prolonged drought; a saving point, however, was the somewhat advanced price of sugar 
during the early part of the year. The author then submitted a detailed specification of the plant and 
machinery of the Antigua factory, the cost of which, inclusive of several miles of light railway 
connecting up the various estates with the factory, was ¿£”42,408. The factory was handed over under 
steam to the company by the contractors within eleven months of the acceptance of the contract, and 
was publicly opened on December 19th, 1904. A modern Cuban central factory was then described, 
as erected and fitted by D. Stewart and Co., Ltd., and Mr. Nursey concluded by stating that the 
Harvey Engineering Company had carried out contracts for no fewer than nine central factories in the 
East during the past five years.

The discussion was opened by Mr. Llewellyn Jones, who, after pointing out his prominent 
association with many important sugar experiments in the West Indies, such as efforts to apply 
carbonatation to the sugar cane juice, to make paper stock out of megass, exhaustive experiments re 
diffusion of the sugar cane, the adoption of water tube boilers, &c., deplored the absence of literature 
in connection with the cane sugar industry. As to mills, he expressed his preference for hydraulic 
instead of togglegear attachments, and after alluding to evaporators in their various types, pointed 
out the absence of any allusion to the centrifugals of Messrs. Watson, Laidlaw & Co. by Mr. Nursey. 
Speaking of the Naudet process, Mr. Jones pointed out that it was only a variation on diffusion. He 
suggested that the figures given by Mr. Nursey should be considerably modified to agree with actual 
results, and considered that several very important points have yet to be satisfactorily settled before 
the Naudet process can be considered as anywhere near fulfilling the claims made on its behalf.

THE SUGAR POSITION.

Sugar, says M. G. Dureau, in the Journal des Fabricants de Sticre, of the 26th September, is 
entering on an interesting phase. The events which have marked the last sugar campaigns are in the 
memory of all. In 1903-4, the year of the putting in force of the Brussels’ Convention for the abolition 
of bounties, the several Continental Powers lowered their customs and excise taxes on sugar, the price 
of sugar diminished in a marked manner, and consumption took a leap upwards. In 1904-5, the 
European beet crop, strongly tried by the drought, showed a heavy shortage, stocks were reduced, 
speculation took place and controlled the market, and prices were forced up to a high figure. Carried 
away by the rise, factories paid a high price for beet, and cultivation was extended in a corresponding 
proportion. The European crop, thanks to favourable weather united quantity with quality.

As the result of this combination of circumstances, the market became heavily depresse . e
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European crop prospects appeared favourable, showing an excess over its predecessor of 2,200,000 
tons. With stocks carried forward from the previous crop, coupled with the cane sugar production, 
consumption could count on considerable resources to draw upon. This, which had gone back in a 
great measure in 1904-5, by reason of the high prices, resumed its progress upwards thanks to the 
cheap sugar. Large deficiencies of sugar were shown in the United States, Europe, England and the 
extreme East. The European exportation, Austrian and German especially became unusually active; 
the cane crop, on the other hand, was deceptive. Cuba did not reach the big figure expected and 
gave no more than the preceding year. Java was short, and the British East Indies, also showing a 
deficiency, saw themselves under the necessity of importing large quantities of European beet sugar.

From the effect of these different factors, the statistical situation becomes healthy beyond all 
expectation, and it is with a visible world’s supply relatively moderate (2,180,000 tons in 1905 and 
2,096,000 tons in 1904 to the same date) that the season 1905-6 ends. On the other hand, the low 
price of sugar during last spring has had its effect on the beet cultivation; the sowings of 1906 have, 
from this cause, undergone a general reduction estimated at 27.6% for France, 5.9% for Germany, 
7.9% for Austria-Hungary, 16.2% for Belgium, 9.1% for Holland. For the whole of Europe, the 
diminution amounts to only 4.6 %, which, without doubt, would have been insufficient to lead to an 
improvement in the market if the crop of beet had been abundant. But that is not the point: the 
drought has hindered the growth of the beet, and the crop of Europe is stated on the whole to be 
markedly short of that of 1905-6, which was abundant and of excellent quality.

M. Dureau predicts a shortage of 370,000 tons for France, and says that for the rest of Europe 
a diminution of production to the extent of 10%, or somewhere about 700,000 tons, is generally admitted. 
Even should events in Cuba not interfere with the crop, the latter is not expected to exceed the figures 
of its predecessor That is to say, may be 1,200,000 tons. United States refiners are therefore 
expected to buy largely in the European market during the next season.

COTTON IN ST. KITTS=NEVIS.

The Agricultural News of September 8th, gives interesting particulars regarding the cotton 
cultivation in St. Kitts-Nevis. During the recent seasons some 3,300 acres were planted in cotton, in 
St. Kitts 800 acres, Nevis 1,500 acres, and Anguilla 1,000. The following table giving the returns of 
cotton reported for 1904 and 1905, and also for the first quarter of 1905 and 1906, shows the progress 
which has been made.

Island. 1904. 1905. First Quarter.
x9°5- 1906.

IL It. lb. lb.
St. Kitts ... 24,107 ... 87,070 ... 47,633 ... 83,993
^evls.n............... 28,449 ... 144,721 ... 47,008 ... 56,530
Anguilla ... 1,661 ... 31,977 ... 17,200 ... 71,800

Total 54,217 ... 263,768 ... 111,841 ... 212,323
At St. Kitts, the system of planting cotton as a catch crop has proved very remunerative and 

as far as can be seen, the succeeding cane crops have not suffered in any way. The general Drice’s for 
St. Kitts cotton have ranged from 1/2 to l/5 per lb. lint. The returns at Anguilla have been good- 
and average yield on some estates to 318 lbs. of seed cotton per acre. There are three mnnfries at 
work m Anguilla During the season the Central Factory turned out 193 bales of 200 “bs each 
including 131 bales from seed cotton sent in by peasants. At Nevis while the averao-e ; la r ’ 
IOOO acres was less than 200 lbs. seed cotton per acre, that on the experimental nlot ofAh ' r fr°m 
experiment station was 1210 lbs. The best results were obtained with planting 41 feet byiff^t “g

BANANAS FROM DUTCH GUIANA.

A contract has recently been made between the Government of Dutch Pniario j .1 tt • 1 
Fruit Company regarding the purchase and delivery of bXnTs and the fohow^n " t r1"
agreed upon, both by the Government of the Colony and planters combined n t-i? terms have ^een 
United Fruit Company on the other. planters combined on the one part and the

The planters bind themselves to start planting bananas on o a

three years to a minimum of 7,410 acres. For a minimum of 20,00^ ^inch^a^^^ WU
will proceed to Dutch Guiana to buy and transport the same The ™ ' m > ‘ / he comPany 
and later on, as the supply increase^ a weekly o^e. Th^S^
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will be as follows. During the first two vpatq thprA win ■ j / \ t-«
35c. during the months of March, April, May June November^d if F°f a “T1 °f n‘ne hands 
other months. (6) For bunches of eight hands there will hp™id d Deymber :and 2“- during the 
April, May, June, November and Delember Ld he durinn the nth "T " “°nths °TMarch’ 
years for a bunch of nine hands : 25c. Tn March,3April W t M
December; 20c. in the other months For a bunch of 17 j J e.’ ^oc. in November and
June; 2oc in November and DecembeT? 13c ifthe othfr ' X a
r7c in March, April, May June, November and DefembS In thf Xr months

TT" Th" Thlrty'slx bours after arrival of steamers will be given to cut and transport the 
SXnJr PnCeS q“° ed.Te- AmT'can currency- The contract has to be approved of by the 
Netherlands Government, and it is understood that the labour required will be imported from India.

VERY MANY YEARS AGO.

The Welfare of the Slaves.

• // ■ agitation as to the condition of the negro slaves, which ultimately culminated some years later
in thdv emancipation, was beginning to become general in Great Britain, and the West India Committee, in 
y t U movement, took further steps to improve the position of the negro. While the Com-
mittee held that there was no cause for complaint as to the general welfare of the negroes, they felt that with the 
assistance of the Colonial Legislatures, something might be done to put them on a still better footing A sub- 
Committee was consequently appointed, and on Afrit oBth, 1823, in accordance with their retort the following 
resolutions were passed :— ’ J 6

Resolved : “ That it would be proper that Sunday Markets should be abolished throughout 
the West India Colonies—and that the local Authorities should appoint some other sufficient 
time for the Markets and for the Negroes to work in their grounds ; according to the different 
local usages, necefsity and convenience of different Colonies, and different Districts in Colonies.

“ And, for the purpose of giving efficacy to the intention of the above Resolution, That it 
be submitted to His Majesty’s Ministers that the Government should take upon itself the 

. providing and supporting a sufficient religious Establishment of the Episcopal and Presbyterian 
Churches of England and Scotland, for the Negroes on every plantation to receive religious 
Instruction, once at least, on every Sunday—such addition to the religious Establishment of 
the Colonies being to be placed, as the present religious Establishment is, under the local 
Governments.”

Resolved : “ That the use of the Whip in the field as a stimulus to labour be prohibited, 
and that some other symbol of authority be substituted for it. That Flogging be no longer 
used as a punishment for Women,” and “ That no punishment by the Whip be inflicted except 
in the presence of the Overseer and some other white person belonging to the Plantation ; or, if 
there be not two white persons on the Property, then the person in charge of the Property 
shall call in as a Witnefs, some other white person, or free person of colour. And that every 
punishment be registered in a book to be kept for that purpose, with a specification of the 
Name of the Slave, and of the witnefs, the nature of his fault, and the number of lashes. 
And that such return be sworn to quarterly by the Overseer, and submitted to the inspection 
of the Magistrates in vestry—or, in the Colonies where there are no regular vestries of 
Magistrates, before some other competent Authority.”

Resolved : “ That the practice of holding personal Property be secured to the Slave by 
Law, on condition that the Individual is married, with power of Inheritance to a married 
person, or to Children born in marriage.”
As the result of these recommendations, Mondays were given up to the slaves in order to enable them to 

work on their own provision grounds, and it is easy to trace from this the origin of the disinclination of the 
negro to do estate's work on that day ; but now unfortunately it generally means no Monday's work at all. The 
prevalence of religious practices among the black and coloured races in the West Indies is also traceable to the above 
action of the West India Committee.

MEETING WITH SIR FREDERIC HODGSON.

Following our usual practice when West Indian Governors visit this country, a special general 
tneeting of the West India Committee was held on Wednesday, October 3rd, at 3-3° p.m., to meet 
Sir hrederic M. Hodgson, Governor of British Guiana, prior to his return to the Colony. Sir Henry
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Davson presided, and among those present were : Sir E. Noel Walker, Col. Lushington, Col. Trollope, 
Col W Tolson, Dr. Carl Bovallius, Miss Bratt, Mr. C. A. Campbell, Mr. Ernest D. Clarke, Mr. Cynl 
Davson, Mr. E. R. Davson, Mr. G. A. Dillon, Mr. M. Garnett, Mr. G. Hughes, Mr Lionel Jacob 
Mr. A. McConnell, Mr. W. Macdonald, Mr. J. Monro Nicol, Mr. D. Keith Nightingale, Mr Joseph 
Rippon, Mr. R. Rutherford, Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, Mr. H. Hamel Smith, Mr. H. K. Franklin 
Smith, Mr. E. T. Whitaker, and Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary. ... .

Sir Henry K. Davson, after a few preliminary remarks, said : Sir Frederic, it is very kind oi 
you to consent to meet us in this informal manner. It is of great advantage to the West India 
Committee and to the Colonies generally, that they should have opportunities of meeting the different 
Governors and comparing notes as to the prospects and requirements of those Colonies. We are all 
aware of the difficult period you went through before you left the Colony on account of the riots; it 
was a most anxious time and might have been attended with very serious results but for the prompt 
measures adopted to put them down. I trust that I am not premature in expressing a hope that the 
effects of the riots are now over, and that the feeling of disloyalty to the Government and of personal 
animosity to the Governor and to those who carry out his instructions for the suppression of disorder 
has given place to a better understanding. I hope, also, for the early extinction of the altogether 
erroneous idea which appears to exist in some quarters that because of immigration the planters are 
unfavourable to the employment of black labour. Immigration was commenced some sixty years 
ago, and since that time there have been some twenty Governors and Acting Governors, one and all 
of whom, although they have differed in a great many points, have supported it and expressed their 
opinion that unless immigration is continued, the staple industry of the Colony must cease, and with 
the cessation of the staple industry the Colony must necessarily collapse. I do not mean by that—far 
from it—that the industry of sugar is the only one to be supported, but I maintain that on the staple 
industry depends to a great extent those minor industries in which you, Sir, and the West India 
Committee are so deeply interested. The staple industry is the great source of the general prosperity 
of the Colony and that general prosperity creates the means by which the minor industries are 
founded. We had great hopes at one time of a revival of the cotton industry, under which the Colony 
prospered many years ago, but that hope is at present in abeyance so far as British Guiana is 
concerned. The rice industry, however, which I may mention was given its first start by the resident
labourers on the sugar estates, is growing apace. The cocoanut industry also seems to be growing
and the cattle industry. All this, I maintain, is through immigration. Immigration promotes popu-
lation. Population promotes development, and development gives employment to all classes alike. 
We have great possessions in the Colonies, and there is the Hinterland, which can only be developed 
by population, and if the labouring classes would only see it in the same light, they would realise that 
as the Colony gets extended, so will their opportunities of employment be created.

We are aware that before you left the Colony, Your Excellency appointed a commission to 
make proposals in connection with land settlement, giving allotment to the blacks and thus 
creating a peasant proprietary, which is a blessing to every country. How far that will 
succeed, I suppose we are not in a position to know at present, but we hope that it may be succesful. 
There is the gold industry, too, which has not been going ahead as fast as we could have wished, and 
is still in its infancy, but there is no doubt that there is immense wealth lying in the Hinterland to be 
developed, and we hope that under your auspices it will be developed, at all events partially, during 
your term. Then there is also the subject of cable communication. This is a very serious matter, 
both as regards the Government and the business people. It is impossible to estimate the loss 
caused to the latter by the breaking of the cable, especially in crop time. We are all heartily glad 
that the Secretary of State has approved of your action in connection with your administration 
during the time you have been there. We are pleased that you are returning to the Colony, and we 
wish you every success in your administration. (Cheers).

The importance of immigration.

Sir Frederic Hodgson, who was received with applause, said that the sugar industry must still 
be regarded as the backbone of the Colony, and that until the native population gave continuous labour 
the immigration of East Indians must continue. He wished it to be clearly understood that at the 
time of the recent regrettable riots he was in no way influenced by any special feeling towards the 
planting interests, but by a desire to limit the area of lawlessness and to prevent the loss of life and 
property, and that if any other body but the native population had been involved he would have acted 
in a precisely similar manner. Referring to small holdings, Sir Frederic pointed out that the acquisi­
tion of land under the present regulations was by no means a costly matter; a homestead of five acres 
could be obtained for $2.50, and of 100 acres for $52.50, such charges being sufficient only to cover the 
expenses to which the the Government was put in respect to surveying the land, &c Referring to 
minor industries, he said that the number of industries which could be undertaken was of course
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dependent upon the population, and that the population at the present time was, roughly «0000 of 
which number 90 000 were resident on the sugar estates, and that the rice industry, which had an 
assured future, absorbed a large number and would absorb still more, as it was developing very 
rapidly. The cultivation of cotton had not been overlooked. It had unfortunately been proved that 
Sea Island cotton was not a commodity which could be as satisfactorily grown in British Guiana 
as in other places, but every attention was being turned to the possibility of other kinds bein- 
cultivated. &

Referring to mail communication, he said that though the matter had now been put right it was 
not altogether in the best form, but that the existing mail service was better than nothing at all and 
he believed that it would answer its purpose for the present. He recognised that the question of 
cable communication was extremely important. He said that he been sitting on a committee at the 
Colonial Office which was presided over by Mr. Winston Churchill, upon this subject. That 
committee had not come to any decision, but there was a feeling that it might be possible to introduce 
wireless telegraphy with 
advantage, placing all the 
Islands in communication 
with Jamaica, and thus 
securing communication with 
England through Canada. 
Tenders had been called 
for, which he believed had 
to be sent in by September 
30th. There was a general 
desire to improve communi­
cation in the West Indies, 
and he would do all in his 
power with regard to it, 
because he recognised that 
British Guiana was worse 
off than all the British Colo­
nies in this respect.

Mr. Rutherford said 
that he was rather surprised 
to hear from Sir Frederic 
Hodgson that the West 
Indies were likely to be de­
pendent on wireless tele­
graphy, and as one of the The West Indian Section at the Toronto Exhibition,
sub-committee appointed to 'Exhibits from most of the West Indian Islands were displayed at the Canadian 
Consider cable communi- Industrial Exhibition, held at Toronto, from August 27th till September 10th last, 
cation, he wished to say that From their variety and great interest they proved a constant scource of attraction 
he did not look at all favour- and we are indebted to Messrs. Pickford & Black, who contributed so largely to the

11 , . success of the Exhibition by receiving the specimens and carrying them freight
e upon such proposals. free for photograph from which this illustration is taken.

He felt that it had by no
means been proved a success, and as merchants were largely dependent on the cable for business 
communication, they hoped that before the Government adopted wireless, they might be allowed to 
say a word about it.

Sir Frederic Hodgson said that the committee at the Colonial Office was only putting out 
feelers to ascertain if wireless communication were possible. Representatives from the different 
companies had attended, and all said that they would guarantee to effect such communication, but he 
doubted if anything would be done without some communication with such an important and repre­
sentative body as the West India Committee. The matter was in the hands of the Colonial Office, 
and nothing definite had been decided.

THE WEST INDIES IN CANADA.
The representation of the British West Indian Islands at the Canadian Industrial Exhibitions at 

Toronto and Halifax N S., this autumn, should do a great deal towards furthering the trade relations 
between Canada and the West Indies. The exhibition at Toronto was opened on August.27th and 
closed on September 10th, and on one day alone 100,000 people paid for tickets and passed the 
turnstiles. The Halifax Exhibition opened on September 22nd, and the West Indian exhibit proved a
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constant source of attraction. These are the first exhibitions of any sort in which the newly-formed 
Permanent Exhibition Committees of the West Indies have taken part, and it is greatly to the credit 
of those bodies, no less than to the Imperial Department of Agriculture, which has taken such a great 
interest in the matter, that such successful results have been attained. It is much to be hoped that, 
stimulated by the interest awakened by these exhibitions, the Committee will endeavour to render an 
equally good account of themselves at the Horticultural Exhibition at Westminster on December 3rd, 
4th and 5th. Barbados, Dominica, St. Vincent and St. Kitts have already expressed themselves 
favourably disposed towards the exhibition, and the former Island is endeavouring to secure the 
co-operation of the remainder. The West India Committee are willing to do everything they can to 
make the exhibition a success, but time is short, and it will be necessary for our friends in the West 
Indies to take the matter up immediately.

CONSULAR REPORTS.
Beet Sugar in Italy.

Beet cultivation in Italy occupies about 40,000 hectares of land only, as the consumption of 
sugar in the interior is not more than about 3 kilos, per inhabitant. Attempts have been made to 
increase the industry by employing the root for the manufacture of alcohol, but it has been alleged 
that this industry cannot be remunerative unless means can be found to combine with it the making 
of sugar and molasses. There are at present in Italy 33 sugar factories and five refineries, giving 
employment to about 12,000 workmen during the crop season and about 5,000 during the whole year.

Cotton Cultivation in Palestine.
The Acting British Vice-Consul at Jaffa (Mr. J. Falanga) has forwarded a further report on this 

subject. He expresses the opinion that this cultivation would, if properly carried out, give good 
results. The soil is rich and convenient for the purpose. The climate is mild in winter and moist in 
summer. Between Jaffa and Haiffa there are great quantities of flat land which can be purchased 
or rented, and where irrigation can be obtained if necessary. The value of land for cotton culture is ten 
times lower than it is in Egypt, viz., approximately £8 per acre. Hand work is cheap, at the rate of 
one shilling per day for a man, and sixpence for a woman.

THE HOMEWARD MAILS.

The R.M.S. “Port Kingston” which left Kingston, Jamaica, on September 13th, arrived at 
Avonmouth on September 25th, and among her passengers were Mr. C. Reid Campbell, Mrs. A. W. 
Farquharson, Mr. A. Pawsey and Mr. E. Lucie Smith. The R.M.S.P. “ Atrato” left Barbados at 
7 a.m. on September 19th and reached Southampton at 5.40 a.m. on October ist. Hon. W. M. 
Gordon and Mr. C. M. Goodridge were among those who travelled by her. We extract the following 
from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents :—

Drought after rains in Antigua.
When the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner wrote on August 29th, the crop was almost over, except on 

a few belated estates, where the wet proper reaping seasons prevented manufacture progressing at the 
right time. The higher prices for sugar would be some compensation for the loss caused by not 
reaping in the best months. The unusually wet reaping reason had been succeeded by very dry 
weather at a time of year when frequent showers were supposed to prevail. A long spell of drought 
at this time of year would be a very serious matter, for they were passing through the hottest months 
in which growth would be most rapid if rain fell. Quite a large area of land prepared for cotton 
planting was waiting for the soaking which was necessary to make the planting of the seed possible. 
The longer this was delayed the later would the cotton be, and the more uncertain the return

The Barbados Sugar Crop.
Writing on September 16th, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne stated that Mr. I Challenor Lynch 

had been appointed a member of the Legislative Council in the place of Mr. T T Tonp^ dprA^pd 
while Mr. J. O. Wright replaced Mr. Lynch as member for Bridgetown in the House of Assembly’ 
He regretted to announce the death on September 15th after a long illness of Mr Fred Browne 
Attorney and Manager of Carrington Plantation, the property of Mr. George Carrington Hp had 
also to mention the death of Mr. Frank Moore, of Stockton, a well-known and respected member of 
the community, who left a widow and several children, with whom universal sympathy would be felt 
It was only a few months since his sister Miss Moore died after a brief illness in England
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The export of sugar for the current year was given to date as 47,839 tons of sugar and 59,604 
puncheons of molasses. This was largely in excess of what was estimated at the beginning of the 
crop, and even of the writer’s amended estimate letter. To this had to be added several thousand 
tons which would be held for local consumption, for the labourers now consumed sugar largely where 
formerly they used molasses. ® J ’

It was supposed to be the season for plover, “ long-legs ” and other migratory birds, but as 
yet they had been far from plentiful, and there had been more bridge than shooting on the swamps. 
The emigration to Panama seemed to have ceased for a time. A good many of the emigrants had 
returned with bad malarial fever, and this seemed to have discouraged others. The splitting up of 
estates into small holdings was still going on, and villages had sprung up where a short time ago there 
was hardly a house. The Governor and Lady Carter were expected to return from the U.S. about 
September 25th.

The heat during the month of September had been very great; whether the earthquakes felt 
in the neighbouring Islands had had anything to do with it was not known. On September 1st there 
was a disturbance to the north somewhere about St. Kitts, and there was a slight blow in Barbados 
for some hours. With that exception there had been hardly any breeze, but intense stillness and fierce 
suns. The leeward and northern sides of the Island had been blessed with fine rains, and some 
estates had recorded as much as 5 ins. for the month up to date. The canes were growing rapidly, 
and there, was a promise of an excellent crop. It was unfortunate, however, that Christ Church and 
St. Philips on the whole had been almost entirely passed over, and many estates had not marked so 
much as an inch. At Porter’s the plant canes still continued to grow nicely, but the ratoons seemed 
to have received a check. Cotton was making a good show, and there was hardly an estate without 
one or more fields of it. It was, however, attacked by no less than four different kinds of disease, and 
the vigilance of the planter had to be incessant. It was noticed that there had never been seen such 
quantities of moths, butterflies and all kinds of pests as had been prevalent this year. Not only cotton 
had been attacked, but potatoes, Indian corn, imphee, and all kinds of green dressing ; some fields 
had been entirely destroyed. It was hoped that these pests would be lessened after the expiration of 
September, and in the meantime every effort was being made to subdue them. The amount of Paris 
green which had been used was enormous.

Rice in British Guiana.
The half-yearly meeting of the British Guiana Bank had taken place, the Directors reporting a 

balance for the half-year of $148,885 as compared with $128,662 for the corresponding six months of 
last year, although business generally had been considerably retarded from the effects of the drought 
and low sugar prices. The gold and diamond business was spoken of as improving.

The Demerara County Agricultural Show had been held on September 12th and 13th, and 
proved a great success. The show was opened by the Acting-Governor, Mr. C. T. Cox, who alluded 
to the possibilities of the Colony as regards minor industries. From the small output of rice of 
fifteen years ago, the area under cultivation had now risen to 30,000 acres, and the value of the 
product to $1,000,000.

Some sales of crystals in advance were reported, and the quotation when Mr. J. C. McCowan 
wrote on September 15th was $2.27^. The weather was very hot and dry, and showers would be 
acceptable. Canes were ripening up, but the arrow was backward.

A new industry in Dominica.
In a letter dated September 7th, Mr. E. A. Agar complained that the revised working of the 

mail service was worse than ever, but they had great faith in the ability of the local R.M. agent so 
to arrange the “ Yare's ” trips to Barbados that they should not be so much inconvenienced. The 
incipient trade in green limes with London, which really was beginning to make a start this season, 
had, of course been put an end to. This was most regrettable, as it would mean beginning almost 
ah initio next year To cut off the supply just when the demand was becoming appreciable was fatal 
to the trade, and it was a trade that might mean a great deal to the carriers as well as to the growers 
of the fruit in a few years. , , , , . , ,

In the previous week the weather conditions for a day or two looked very stormy, but the 
disturbance passed north of the Island, and they suffered nothing worse than a stiffish breeze and a 
heavy sea. At the time of writing the weather was very dry. .

It might be remembered that some time ago it was mentioned that Mr. Administrator Bell was 
experimenting with a sawmill, believing that the timber of Dominica could be worked at a profit. I 
was proved to be a commercial success but the Government left off working Mr. Agar was pleased 
to announce that the timber business was now being taken up by private enterprise, and it was 
believed that dressed timber could be sold at an enormous reduction on the prices at present ruling
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for imported stuff. Among the timber felled there would be a large assortment of cabinet woods 
which might meet with a good demand with furniture makers at home.

In a subsequent letter dated September 14th, Mr. Agar stated that the Free (Carnegie) Library 
was open to the public. The books from the Victoria Memorial Library had been transferred to the 
former building, and while the library was free to the public for reading, the rules under which the 
V.M. Library was managed remained in force at present with regard to taking books and papers 
away from the building.

An ice famine in Grenada.

When Mr. C. Falconer Anton wrote on September 15th, the cable repairing steamer “ Henry 
Holmes ” was still at the Island. Her next move, unless a break occured, would probably be St. Lucia 
to coal. The S.S. “ Maracas ” which arrived from New York on September 7th, encountered some 
very heavy weather, and unfortunately lost, among other things on deck, the supply of ammonia for 
the ice factory, which was anxiously expected to relieve a partial ice famine which had prevailed on 
and off for the last few months.

A farewell dinner to the Governor was to be given by the members of the St. George’s Club on 
September 26th, and it promised to be quite a large party. Lady Llewelyn would be At Home for 
the last time at 4-3° P-m- on that day. A meeting of the Legislative Council had been summoned 
for the 25th, and there was to be a Council dinner at Government House in the evening’ of the same 
day. °

The extreme dry weather which had prevailed for the past two or three weeks had been relieved 
by some light showers since the 13th. The cocoa trees gave promise of a good crop. There was a 
rather sharp shock of earthquake at 4-55 a-ni. on the 7th, but no damage was done.

Cotton healthy in Montserrat.

On September 1 st the first heavy squalls from the north-west and later from the south-west, 
together with a low barometer, indicated that there was bad weather to the north, but Mr. Conrad 
Watson, writing on the 7th, stated that any slight damage to the crop was compensated for by a rain­
fall of from four to six inches. The young cotton plants looked healthy, and with the ordinary rainfall 
the Island would make a good crop.

A shipment of limes which has been sent by sloop to Dominica for the S.S. “ Yare ” to take to 
Barbados for shipment by the Royal Mail was returned, as the “ Yare ” did not take it, and it was quite 
evident that lack of proper and regular steam communication would kill such industries.

Stormy weather in Nevis.

Hon C. A. Shand on September 15th, reported that since he last wrote there had been a great 
change in the weather. On Saturday, September 1st, there was every appearance of a gale and^thev 
had a strong southerly blow with violent rain squalls until Sunday afternoon, when the wind 
moderated. No harm was done to growing crops beyond the earlier planted cotton being knocked 
about a bit, and the ram was a perfect Godsend, as it was much needed. They had from seven to 
nine inches. 1 he Governor was to have visited Nevis on the 3rd, but could not get there until the 
5th, and even then he had a very rough passage across. He remained in Nevis until Friday and was 
present at a meeting of the Agricultural Society at which he presided, and during his stay he saw 
most of the Island. w

St. Kitts and the Mail Arrangements.

Writing on September 14 th, Mr. AD. C. Adamson stated that since last advices the Island 
had enjoyed lovely growing weather, nice showers, hot sun and no wind, of which everything had 
taken advantage not leaving out the mosquitoes. There was a curious over-lapping of crons tSs 
1906-7 P crop was not finished, and others were already Started on the

The Permanent Exhibition Committee of the Agricultural Societv had d^id^ * 1
tribution towards the expenses of the exhibition to be held in London on Dag k make,a con' 
but it was extremely unlikely that the Island would be able to show anvtb^ on “eXt’
absence of means of communication. The mail question became more ^"nore vexT ° r““
change on change and all for the worse. What they wanted was certaintv TfTotTrt ° mt 
monthly. The Imperial Government had, apparently without reluctance^ contr'l T 
subsidising the Canadian service, by which they were assured of a roundabout ’ >Ued5°^. towards 
letters home, but they never knew when they were going to receive °f ge“‘n§ thelr

j s luitxeneany. 1 hen it was not everyone
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who wanted to go home via New York and Halifax, and to avoid doing so it was necessary either to 
charter a sloop to Dominica (to catch R.M.S. “ Yare ”) or travel to Barbados in a cargo tramp at 
some extra expense and considerable extra discomfort, And yet they were told to think Imperially !

His Excellency the Governor, after installing Mr. W. M. Wigley in the Commissionership 
at Anguilla, and a visit to Tortola, would distribute the prizes at the Grammar School on the 15th, 
afterwards proceeding to Antigua by S.S. “ Korona.” The rainfall since last mail had varied from 
one to six inches, but had nowhere done damage.

Dry weather in St. Lucia.
Hon. Sydney D. Melville stated on September 15th that they had had a spell of dry weather 

since the last two weeks, and the heat was great. The crops, however, were still promising.

Cotton prospects in St. Vincent.
With their good name for producing Sea Island cotton, and the price of arrowroot keeping up, 

Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co., in a letter dated September 17th, said that all that remained to bring 
back prosperity to the Island was the opening up of the Carib country by putting back the water 
supply, which would encroach but very little on the balance of the Eruption Fund.

Mr. W. N. Sands, writing on September 14th, reported that the weather had been very dry 
during the past fortnight, which was unusual for the time of year, but when he closed his letter a 
heavy shower was falling, and it looked as if the dry spell had broken. The cyclonic disturbance 
mentioned in last letter did no damage in the Island.

The early planted cotton had come on well and was flowering freely. The later plantings had 
been kept back by the dry weather but should now push ahead. That undesirable pest, the cotton 
worm, had made its appearance on several estates, but so far no serious damage had been done. 
Planters had been put on their guard, and would deal promptly with the insect with suitable insecti­
cides should necessity arise. Mr. Sands learnt that the cotton in the Carib country was not looking 
well; he hoped to visit the district during the next few days. The large amount of ash and the dry 
weather seemed to have acted against it. All in St. Vincent were anxious to see the devastated area 
soon producing some remunerative crop again, and if cotton would give fair returns, there was some 
hope.

The Government were forming a quarantine station in Kingstown, under the supervision of 
the newly appointed Government veterinary surgeon. This station would enable stock to be shipped 
to neighbouring Colonies under certificate after fourteen days isolation.

The Permanent Exhibition Committee had under consideration the question of taking part in 
the exhibition of Colonial fruit in December next, and also the Colonial exhibition to be held at 
Liverpool, in March, 1907. Of course, everything depended on the question of funds, but the 
Government and the Imperial Department of Agriculture would be asked to assist in the matter.

A buoyant cocoa market in Trinidad.
The Acting Governor had returned from Tobago and was entertained to dinner by the Union 

Club on the 14th September, he being, in the absence of the Governor, the Club’s President. Sir 
Henry Jackson was taking an extension of leave for a fortnight, and would not leave England unti 
October 10th. , , . x. ,

When the Hon. G. T. Fenwick wrote on September 17th, he stated that the weather continued 
as reported by last mail—fine with occasional showers mostly light or of short duration. The heat 

was intense. t , 1Good accounts came from all the sugar growing districts. As regards cocoa, the phenomenal 
strength of the London market during the past ten days had accelerated the extremely buoyant tone of 
the Trinidad market report in his last letter. The principal buying had been of an entirely speculative 
nature at prices much above the parity of London’s present advanced price. The exceeding y sma 
deliveries had favoured the operations of this speculator, who claimed to have cornered the Trinidad 
stocks throughout the world It was doubtful whether this manœuvre would be successful in main­
taining the present famine prices, because owing to the good weather during the past three or four 
weeks8planters were more hopeful of early supplies. Under these circumstances no business had 
been possible for future shipment, and the chief exporting houses w_ e DastSfOrtnisrht had”been 
development of this speculation. The supply of Venezuelan grades during the past fortnight had been 
very small, and in consequence, little change was to be repor e m _ , Durc^lage¿ at
Trinidad had not extended to this grade of cocoa, and consequently it could now be purchased at 

iniaaa naa not exienaea • l S pAnnrtq with regard to the crop were fairly favourable, and
cheaper rates than inferior Trinidad. Reports wirn reodiu H j

shipments might be expected to arrive in time for January e nenes.
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Shipments.
Total at last report 123,536 Trinidad. 28,395 Venezuela.
Sept. ist.—S.S. ‘ ‘ Grenada ” 650 346 ,, New York
,, 3rd.—S.S. “ Prins Wm. II.” 200 100
,, 3rd.—S.S. “Tagus” 695 — ,, Europe.
,, 8th.—S.S. “ Patagonia ”... 150 —
,, 10th.—S.S. “ Prins Maurits ” . ... 63
,, 12th.—S.S. “ Trent ” 74 ,, New York

Totals to date 125,305 28,904

LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 

The Trinidad Mango Julie.
To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Sir, I have been impressed with the super-excellence of the “ Mango Julie ” produced in Trinidad above all others 
known to me, because while it has the delicacy of aroma, and richness of flavour of any other, it is free from the luscious­
ness that has a satiating tendency in the best kinds of grafted mangoes. I therefore brought with me to England forty-five 
fairly matured fruit, picked the day before sailing, and wrapped each in paper. There was then only a slight tinge of 
colouring on some of them, but the majority were quite green. They all came from one tree, grown by Professor 
Nothnagel, at St. Clair. The basket in which they were packed was placed in the cool compartment in which the ship’s 
stores are carried On arrival in England, after a voyage of fourteen days, they were brought direct to London. On 
being unpacked the day after, they were all found to be in the same condition as they were when packed with the excep­
tion that some of them were brighter in colour. They were left exposed to the air for six days, when they ripened, the 
greater number developing what might be described as a coppery red colour and the smaller number a bright yellow with 
the characteristic red cheeks. I distributed them as widely as I could in order to get the opinions of as many persons as 
possible, as well of those who had never tasted mangoes before as of those who had, with the result that they were highly 
relished by all who tried them, even by some to whom previously the mango was most distasteful.

I took six to each of the two leading fruiterers in the West End (Messrs. Solomon in Piccadilly, and Brooks & Son 
in Regent Street) and I asked their acceptance of them for the purpose of distributing them to their customers and 
testing them themselves to find whether they could bear comparison with other fruit which these pioneer firms receive 
from India Both Mr. Soloman and the representative of the firm of W. Brooks & Son informed me that the '' Bombay ’ ’ 
kind was the finest known to them and spontaneously quoted the price obtainable for them as from one shilling to 
halt-a-crown, according to supply. &

I returned to Mr. Solomon four days after and he told me that the fruit left with him met with ready sale and the 
firm expressed willingness to take all that I could send them over in the same condition. The report of the representative 
of the firrn of Messrs. Brooks & Son was that neither he nor his head man had ever tasted anything to equal my fruh 
He also had sold out. Neither of the gentlemen volunteered such information as to the price got for each as would allow 
me in ™y notes to say that it was half-a-crown, as the firms had then become prospective buyers, but the aboZquotation 
ought to be sufficient to satisfy the aspirations of any reasonably ambitious grower In the 1^ of the firm of Messrs 
Brooks & Son which I subsequently requested them to send me, and which I enclose, they naturally are more gLrdSTn 
the expression of their opinion, but it still contains sufficient to show that there is a good mark J T th m
Juhe o Trinidad. From what I have learnt here any shipper can easily avoid the ruinous cXquences of the ^trrnks 
of the trade of the middle-man in getting ready sale for his fruit. sequences 01 tne tricks

Royal Palace Hotel, London. 
October 4th, 1906. Ernest D. Clarke.

[In the letter referred to, Messrs. W. Brooks & Son said that they had tried the man«« and 
they “think that they are excellent and quite equal to any other mangoes that we have received wt 
should say that there would be a good and ready market for them if thev could be LZ ”
quantities.” W th Mr. Clarke’s aspersions regarding the “ middle man” we am nm in accorf Like

other trades the fruit trade has been built up by this maligned individual, and attempts to eliminate 
him are rarely successful in the long run.—Ed.] . p ejiunnaie

OUR LIBRARY.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies and a? /

vfcol^entS °f tOpiCal fOr mr L'brary- giftS Wl‘l be

Cotton Growing in the West Indies (fifty-two pages, 8i in. bv si in 1 _lio ■ .
before the West India Committee in London on July 19th and the British A addresses delivered
August 29th last, have been published by the latter body. Particulars regardino- u«^1”8 .,Associati°n at Manchester on 
the Leeward Islands, supplied by Hon. Dr. Francis Watts, is given in an Mnendir w cuItivation in
of this useful pamphlet free of charge to those of our readers interested ^or to intend’6 shal,.be Slad to forward copies 
receipt of stamps to cover postage. interested, or to intending settlers in the West Indies on

The International Sugar Journal for October contains an article bv Mr
report of Dr. Kannski, of the Austro-Hungarian Ministry of Commerce on eorge Martineau, dealing with the 
vailing duties prior to the ratification of the Brussel’s Convention who in hit . Ope.ra!1IOn of the East Indian counter 

. 10 in nis usual able style shows the fallacy of the
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ing figures relative to the EasAndiln S^gS InduV^ PeHeTcontri^ Irtfole ?n Uniform MethodTof

, v- °* T7ni<lad Electric, Halifax, N.S. The Royal Securities Corporation, Ltd.—What strikes one most on
looking at the illustrations which decorate this pamphlet is the remarkable improvement effected in recent years °n the

S ° an<1 ar°Und Port-of-Spain. Pictures are shown of Mr. Agostini's (why
the Archbishop sPalace, Queen's Royal College, and Mr. C. Stollmeyer’s (not Stothmeyeri 

TnSldered stately and imposing in any European capital. As to locomotion, a full description’ 
with illustrations and plan, is given of the elaborate tramway system maintained by the Trinidad Electric Company. 
Among the portraits given are excellent likenesses of Mr. William Gordon-Gordon (Vice-President of the Company), 
Mr. C. H. Cahan, and Mr. F. W. Teele, the General Manager.

Britain, Wake up ! by Tom Neill. Exeter : Besley & Dalgleish, Ltd. is., post free is. 3d. In a preface to this 
book which is published as a reply to a pamphlet entitled ‘‘England’s Ruin,” issued in the interests of Free Importers, 

J, Chamberlain, in a letter dated June 22nd, 1906, says that it will provide for all serious enquirers a full account of 
both sides of the greatest and most urgent political problems of the day. A glance at the index shows what a mass of infor­
mation Mr. Neill places at the disposal of his readers. He takes the assertions contained in the pamphlet above referred 
to seriatim and ruthlessly tears them to pieces until not a shred remains. Though it may fairly be claimed that the abolition 
of bounties was in the interests of Free. Trade, a certain section of politicians argued that it was otherwise, and con­
sequently Mr. Neill has devoted many pages to this aspect of the question. For this we are thankful; so well has he 
performed his self alloted task. We are glad also to find our old enemy, the Rum Surtax, tackled in a manner which 
must cause a shudder to run down the backs of English distillers who have for too long enjoyed protection as against 
their Colonial brethren. Judging by the accuracy of Mr. Neill’s notes regarding sugar alone, we should be satisfied that 
he has added a useful and important commentary on an absorbing topic. This work, small in bulk but full of concentrated 
matter, should be read and treasured by all who take an active interest in one of the most burning questions of the day. It 
furnishes a complete and perfect handbook and vade mecum on the subject.

The Canadian War of 1812, by C. P. Lucas, C.B. Oxford : Clarendon Press. The author in his preface 
declares that this very interesting volume is only intended to be an instalment of Canadian history which has been com­
piled as far as possible simply from the despatches on both sides relating to the war. This is a modest estimate of the 
work, as Mr. Lucas’ services as reviewer and compiler are most valuable. Six out of the eight maps which accompany 
the letterpress are contemporary American maps from an atlas by John Melish, published in Philadelphia in 1813. A 
comparison of the despatches of the rival armies shows that they do not invariably tally, although both evidently strive 
after the truth. It was well that this work was undertaken, as the author points out that this really important chapter in 
the Empire’s history has been studied by very few. It might have sunk into absolute oblivion had not the fight between 
the ‘‘ Shannon ” and the “ Chesapeake ” kept its memory green. “ It was a war between kindred peoples, which wrought 
no immediate profit to either, and which apparently had no result whatever—for the combatants ended as they had begun 
—beyond increased bitterness between the two sections of the British race.” And the Nation at the time was engaged in 
an incomparably greater struggle, which ended in the glorious records of the Peninsula and Waterloo. It was an 
unpopular war from a British point of view, and one to be quickly forgotten, for its chief incidents did not add to the
reputation of the Navy. But for all that, as Mr. Lucas points out, the British Empire owes a debt which can 
never be over-estimated to the war of 1812. It gave to Canada for all-time her status as a Nation. To quote the author’s 
words, speaking of the district between Lakes Erie and Ontario, “ Here the Loyalists and their descendants lived ; here 
they fought for their own ; and then witness to-day, delightful to all who have the good fortune to visit it, is the little 
capital which was twice taken and raided—the great, bright city of Toronto.” It will be seen that in spite of the bounds 
created by official despatches, Mr. Lucas has dealt with his subject with the grace and enthusiasm that might have been 
................ - - - — to cover the book is full of interesting matter which will hold itsexpected from so accomplished a writer. From cover 
own even in these days of sensational war journalism, 
labours.—Arthur a Beckett.

Mr. Lucas is to be congratulated upon the result of his patriotic

An Account of the Donations for the Relief of Sufferers by Fire at Bridge Town in the Ifiand of Barbadoes, in 
May and December, 1766, and of the application of the same. Printed by S. Goadby, Stationer, at the Royal Exchange, 
London. On the title page of this old book, for the gift of which to the West India Committee we have to thank 
Mr. Edward Chambers, is an etching representing the City of London presenting a bag of money to Barbados, who sits 
in statu natures besides a hogshead in the midst of the ruins of her chief town. Sugar-canes lie at her feet, and below is 
written “ Freely, Speedily, Amply.” George Walker, Treasurer of the Relief Fund, explains in an “ advertisement 
at the beginning of the book that “ The refpectable Names, connected with the Ifiand, who join’d in giving their Affiftance, 
ferved to manifeft to the World, the Reality of the Diftrefs.”...” Opportunity was taken of acquainting the Publick with 
the remittances to the Ifiand, which were made immediately after the Collection of any confiderable sum. Of course 
“ the contribution, ample as it may appear,” was ” very inadequate to the Lofs.” ‘‘The Diftributions were made to the 
indigent Sufferers only, and even from thefe, an Account upon Oath was required.” The list of donations which amounted 
t0 ¿10,740 ios. 7d., include the King (George III.), ¿500; Card Party, intended to have been fpent in a Day of Pleafsure, 
¿5 4S. od.; Beefton Long, Esq. (Chairman of the West India Committee), ¿21; Lottery Ticket, drawn a Blank, ¿5 5s. 6d., 
Mitre of a London Curate, /i is.; Servants of a tradesmen’s family, 5s. 9d.; Society for Propagation of the Gofpel m 
Foreign Parts, /100 ; the West India Merchants (now the West India Committee), ¿300 ; and numerous Gentlemen, 
Ladies, and Perlons unknown.” The invoices of shipments of Gold are reproduced in full, and it appears that the insur­
ances of them were effected with the Royal Exchange Affurance. From the list of Disbursements it is shown that 
Advertisements were inserted in the St. James Chronicle and Lloyd’s Evening ^A ^d^ne of the items h? Snfc™
at the Lottery Office at Whitehall for the fate of the Ticket given to the fund ! Alpbabet^^ 
with the Amount of their Losses, and the sums given to each of them discloses the fact that sufferers; to the extent of ¿10 
and under were paid in full, and others being given what was judged by Messrs Gedney Clarke^Sampfon Wood, 
Blenman, James Butler Harrifs and John Luke, proper to award them. The local expenses included ¿500 for ngmes 
and Fire Buckets for the Fire Companies in Bridgetown ; ¿1 for a Trunk to keep the papers in, and 5s. for 100 quills. 
Reference to Schomburgk’s History of Barbados tells us that the fires in question broke out at half-past eleven on the night 
of May 13th, 1766, andgburnt untHnine next morning ; 440 houses, including the Custom House, and other public build­
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ings were destroyed, and the damage was estimated at ^300,000 sterling. The greater number of the houses which were 
spared in this conflagration fell a prey to the flames on the 27th of December following, when a fire broke out in the store 
of Messrs. Bedford & Co. between eight and nine at night, and continued until the following morning.

NOTES OF INTEREST.

MORE THAN ENOUGH. A recent advertisement for an overseer for an estate in the West Indies resulted 
in 450 applications being received!

ACKNOWLEDGED. We omitted to mention that the portrait of the Hon. Robert G. Duncan, which 
appeared in our issue of September 19th, was from a photograph by Messrs. Elliott & Fry.

HIGH AWARD. The Stirling Boiler Company have been awarded a gold medal for a Marine 
Stirling Boiler erected by them at Milan for the purpose of supplying steam to that Exhibition.

THE CONVENTION. The Danish Ministers of Finance have introduced into the Folkesthing, a Bill 
modifying the provisions for the taxation of sugar in such a way as to enable Denmark to join the 
Brussels Sugar Convention.

SUGAR IN INDIA. The imports of sugar into British India-for the four month’s ending July 1906, were 
176,605 tons, of which Mauritus contributed 30,878 tons, Java 17,317 tons, Germany 65,729 tons, and 
Austria-Hungary 50,599 tons.
FAIR TRADE SWEETS. Maynards, Ltd., the well-known confectioners, who for each of the last three years 
ended June, 1905, paid a dividend of 6 per cent, have not only increased their dividend to 10 per cent, 
but have placed ^”3,000 to reserve, as compared with /T,ooo a year ago, while no reduction is made in 
the carry forward.

fl NEW CARTEL, 

are negotiating 
stated that the 
any new sugar

COTTON IMPORTS, 

imported into

The Austrian sugar refineries, which formed themselves into a ring two years ago, 
with the raw sugar factories and the Hungarian refineries for their inclusion. It is 

ring has no intention of raising prices, its only object being to prevent the erection of 
factories.

Daring the fortnight ended October 4th, 4 bales of .West Indian cotton were 
the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.63d. per lb.; West 

Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb.; fine, iqd. per lb.; and. extra fine, i5|d. per lb. 
Prices paid 6d. to i4^d.

STILL ONE BETTER. Our esteemed contemporary, the Argosy, which pays us the unique compliment of 
describing us as “ sedate,” referring to our recent note regarding the man-eating mosquito of Berbice, 
states that it is an established fact that the telegraph wires have more than once been cut by the habit 
which the mosquitos have of sharpening their beaks on the metal!

MR. G. F. BURN. Under Mr. G. F. Burn’s management the Barbados Light Railway has acquired a 
good name for punctuality. According to a return recently issued, 92.1 per cent, of the trains arrived 
punctually within ten minutes of the schedule time, only 6.8 per cent, of the trains were over ten 
minutes but under twenty minutes late, and only one train was over twenty minutes late.

SOME LIME HINTS. Experience shows that those limes which are wrapped in stout paper keep longer 
than those in the very thin tissue paper. Shippers would do well to bear this in mind. The 
desirability of adopting the plan of a Sicilian lemon exporter, who has some two dozen uses of the 
lemons for medicinal and other purposes printed on the wrappers of his fruit, is also worthy of 
consideration. }

IN OCTOBER. “ This Month finifh your Holeing, and entirely employ your Time in planting Canes 
and get in at leaft three-fifthe of the 100 Acres planted. People were formerly fond of planting Corn 
in their young Canes, which if poffible ought to be omitted, as that Corn is certainly of Prejudice to 
the Canes, and may be better provided for in Manner I fhall hereafter advife.”—Treatife on Hufbandrv 
or Planting by William Belgrove, 1755. J J J
A SERIOUS HANDICAP. The Trinidad Cocoa Manufacturing Company have decided to suspend operations 
in view of the discriminating duty between manufactured and raw cocoa entering the United Kingdom 
The Company was formed to manufacture cocoa from the bean in Trinidad, but it has been felt 
that to compete with the home-made cocoa would, under the circumstances, be useless and work will 
not be resumed until the duties are equalised.
WHY NOT IMPERIAL? A syndicate of Lancashire cotton-spinners has, it is reported, bought a tract of 
land in Brownsville, Texas, to the extent of 4,000 acres, in order to cultivate the growth of 
cotton. For a number of years English spinners have been looking about for a suitable place to grow
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raw material, believing that the cost would be thereby reduced. A few months ago several Manchester 
employers visited the cotton belt and made careful inquiry into the culture of cotton. More land is 
intended to be bought if the present experiment succeeds.

A WATER CURE. Sir Alfred L. Jones, whom we have to congratulate on his restoration to health, has 
apparently been having a high old time with the civic dignitaries in Harrogate, where he has been 
taking the waters. On Tuesday, September 18th, he entertained the members of the Corporation to 
dinner at the Grand Hotel, with the object of ventilating various suggestions for bringing Harrogate 
into closer touch with the Colonial public. The proceedings were characterised by several amusing 
speeches, which are reported at some length in the Harrogate press.

AN OLD STORY. The state and condition of the indentured immigrants, says Commander Coombs in 
his annual Report on Immigration, continues to improve, and convictions for breach of indenture were 
less than during the previous year, but those for absconding were still numerous. This has been due, 
not to the immigrant being dissatisfied or ill-treated upon the estates, but to the golden visions of the 
Eldorado which lies only a few hours journey across the narrow belt dividing Trinidad from the 
Spanish Main, which are shown to the coolies by evil-disposed persons anxious to take them across for 
the sake of the “ passage money,” which generally means taking them across and robbing them of all 
they possess, and the bonus which is given them on the other side for each labourer.

OUR VISITORS. Among recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms have been Mr. G. A. 
Sealy, who will not leave for Barbados until November 7th, Mr. Randolph Rust whose record visit to 
England in a year is nearly over; Mr. L. P. and Mrs. Wrench, and Mr. Abdy F. Anderson of Dominica; 
Mr. Fred E. Scott and Mr. Ernest D. Clarke of Trinidad; Mr. Robert Craig and Mr. R. S. Gamble, 
who sailed for Jamaica in the “ Port Kingston ” which, also had as passenger Hon. Lt. Col. C. J. 
Ward, and the Hon. H. and Mrs. Bourne. Among the passengers leaving to-morrow in the “ Atrato ” 
are Sir Henry and Lady Jackson, Sir Frederic and Lady Hodgson, the Hon. R. G. Duncan and 
family, Hon. H. A. Alcazar, K.C., Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, who will be accompanied by Mr. Allan 
Campbell a cousin of the former, Mr. J. B. D. Sellier, and Mr. Carl Wieting.

OLD TIME SUGAR. The sugar-cane and its uses have been known in India, its native home, says the Globe, 
from time immemorial. It is, perhaps, the earliest source from which sugar was produced, and all 
other modes of manufacture have been borrowed from or based on it. It was the Arabs, those great 
carriers from the East and the West, who introduced the cane in the Middle Ages into Egypt, Sicily, 
and South of Spain, where it flourished abundantly until West Indian slavery drove it out of the field for 
a time, and sent the trade in sugar to Jamaica and Cuba. Egyptian sugar was carried to London in 
Plantagenet times by the Venetian fleet. Early in the sixteenth century the cane was taken from 
Sicily to Madeira and the Canaries. Thence it found its way to Brazil and Mexico, to Jamaica and 
Hayti. Cane-sugar was well-known in Italy about the second century, and has been common in 
England since the Tudor period.

THE EDITOR’S DIARY.

Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 
which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Wed. Sept. 
Thur., Sept.

Fri. Sept.

Sat. Sept.

Sun., Sept.
Mon., Oct.

Tues., Oct.

Wed. Oct.

Thur., Oct.

26th.—Mr. Chamberlain’s health, announcement in the Times— Beet, gs. rod., firm.
27th.—Bank Rate 4 per cent., unchanged.—Cuba : Moderate Party agreed to discuss peace terms with the 

rebels.—Beet, gs. lojd, quiet.
28th.—Cape Colony address presented to Lord Milner.—Mr. Deakin announced that a treaty of reciprocity 

had been arranged between Australia and South Africa.—Cuba : a Reuter s telegram stated that 
the leaders of all parties had d*ecided to yield everything rather than submit to intervention.— 
Programme of the Tariff Reform League in the Times, page 7. Beet, gs. g^d., steady.

29th.—Cuba: the United States intervened and Mr. Taft proclaimed himself provisional Governor of the 
Island.__Mr. Lloyd George at Llanelly criticised the House of Lords.—Aiderman Sir W. Treloar 
elected Lord Mayor of London.—Beet (morning call) gs. n^d., firm.

30th.—President Castro reported to be dangerously ill.
ist —Cuba- Mr Taft, speaking at Havana, said that American intervention had been undertaken solely 

to enable the Cubans to establish self-government. All the troops of the IS,\
force en route for Cuba.—Prospectus of the “British Guiana Rubber.Corporation, Ltd., issued.

2nd.-ThBeelxecutile ofSttehedModerate Party of Cuba issued a strongly worded manifesto condemning

American intervention.—Beet, gs. 6d., flat. mPOi!ncr fhpWwt
3rd.—General Funston appointed to command the United States troops.—General meeting of e est 

India Committee to meet Sir Frederic Hodgson—Beet, gs. 4id- 9uiet ’ ,
4th.—Meeting of the Executive of the West India Committee.—Beet, gs. 5d., steady. ..;.I
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Fri., Oct. 5th.—Letter from Mr. Chamberlain read at a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Tariff Reform
League, dealing with the progress achieved by the cause of fiscal reform.—R.M.S.P. “Trent,” 
New York for Southampton, left Jamaica 8 a.m.—Beet, 9s. 3^d., quiet.

Sat., Oct. 6th.—Letter from Sir Alfred Jones on British cotton growing, in the Times, page 5.—Beet, 9s. o|d., steady.
Mon., Oct. 8th.—London School of Tropical Medicine. Inaugural Address of the winter session by Col. Kenneth 

MacLeod, the Duke of Marlborough presiding, Seamen’s Hospital Society.—Beet, 9s. 4^d.

COMING EVENTS.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.
Wed., Oct. 24—Lecture on the West Indies by Mr. A. Clifton Kelway, at Stanford-le-Hope, Essex.
Thurs., Oct. 25—Lecture on “The Fate of the Roman Dutch Law in the British Colonies,” by Prof. R. W. Lee, B.C.L.,

University College, London, at 6 p.m.
Dec. 3, 4 and 5—Show of Colonial fruits, Royal Horticultural Hall, Vincent Square, Westminster.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters oj 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “ Enquiries. ” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent'in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Wednesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for reply.

^placing canned pineapples on the English market are round tins con- 
a ^Ib” 21b”2ilb- and 3 lb. (2) Whole, sliced and chunks are the kinds for which the demand is

g eatest. (3) 1 he percentage of sugar is largely a question of taste, but the examination of a tin of Straits or Singapore 
7°U °n thllpo1 VL Tbere is a steady and strong demand for tinned pineapples; but Singapore and 

Tilh ?nP g d ba\e fi.rm bold on the market. (5) The wholesale prices of tinned pines are 3s. 3d. per dozen
b’ tms, toys. per doz. 31b. tins; chunks: 3s. 3d. per dozen 1 lb. tins, 3s. gd. i^lb., 6s. 2|lb., and 6s. gd. 3 lb. tins.

• 1 tn‘ju,r®r* . Y1 fePJy to y°Vr comprehensive list of enquiries, cotton has not yet been taken up in Jamaica to any 
br there °f good land suitabIe for R in Vere St. Catharine? parish especiaHyk

Pnrtlnnd Th^ f 1S Pr!nciPallyFo:vn4in St Mary and St. Catherine, and to a lesser extent in St. Thomas and 
SflhkHAr h JPanshes are St. Andrew, St. Thomas, Manchester and Clarendon, while there is much land 
suitable for the growth of tobacco on the south side of the Island, from the Blue Mountain valley in St. Thomas to the 
Kfif/ HanoYer aad Westmoreland, in valleys or on gently sloping flat lands. Small quantities of Crown lands from 
fixe to fifty acres in extent are offered for sale at from ¿1 per acre and upwards to small settlers, the payment being spread 

’ and a refuad of one-fifth of the Purchase money being made to any purchaser who within ten yeare brings 
in.to S°od bearing in permanent crop producing plants. Such land is now only sold in places where 

roads exist. The Crown lands are situated in the north-east portion of Portland and the central parts of Trellwnev and 
St Anne, and embrace some of the finest coffee land in the Island. It is impossible to give theP price of land already

THE WEST INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements nf Ci-nil 

in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible 7 'C S ’

absent and Mines, British Guiana, hT“;^ of

returned to the Colo“/ from'leave of absence and°f ‘h® Botanic Gardens, has

The Hon. Joseph E. Godfrey, M.B., C.M. Surgeon-General Rrbich / • . ,
the ’re of “ “anBa: Szs“a member of
appointed Magistrate of Anguilla and Deputy Judge of ‘^^ry J^risd^^

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
Barbados (Messrs Wilkinson & Caviller) October sth “ toGuiana (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), September 27th “ Woafi? Jmable weather. British 

acceptable.” (Messrs. Booker Bros. McConnell & Co' Ltd ) ^O^ob ““^showers would be 
too dry.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co LklF’Tel d- 3 e Wither continues 
Antonio: 2oth to 24th heavy rains, 2Sth to 26th fine ending September 26th. Port
rainy, 23rd stormy, 24th fine, 25th arid 26th fine ” : 20th cloudy, 21st and 22nd
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SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

The Direct

We shall be glad to include any other “ West Indian Securities,” which are officially quoted, in the following
list at the request of any of our readers in the West Indies. The Bank Rate stands at 4 her cent, (changed on
September 13th, 1906), and Consols (^ per cent.) are quoted 86 A-

Present Stock or
Amount. Shares. Paid. Dividend. Price.

ioo,oool. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44... 100 4% 100-102
375,oool. rt Barbados- - 3^ „ „ 1925-42............... 100 3 j % 99-100
194,5001. h British Guiana 4 „ „ 1935... 100 4% 106-108
123,670!. n Grenada - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 102-104
1,098,907!. n Jamaica - - 4 „ 1934............... 100 4% 108-110
85.4791- n St. Lucia - - 4 „ „ 1919-44... 100 4% 101-103

422,593!. Trinidad - - 4 „ „ 1917-42............... 100 ' 4% 100-102
6oo,oool.

100,000

15,000

20

IOO

Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44...

The Colonial Bank

Royal Mail Steam Packet Company

100

¿6

95

3%

7%

5% on pref.

86-88

6^-62

61-63
6oo,oool. Stock. h // // // Ord. Stock ... ... 100 — 51 53
9oo,oool. Stock. ,, „ „ „ „ Pref. Stock... 100 5% 91 93
203,400

26,763

Stock.

5

Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.

New Colonial Co., Ltd.,

100

5

4l% 89-91

46,874 5 „ „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref..................... 5 — 2f-3|
347.500I. Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 81-83
345,000!. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6 % 99-102

5000 1 The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd ¿1 — —

165,0001. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock 100 — 19-22
115,0001. Stock. „ „ „ 7 % Preference ............... 100 4 % 103 106
31.250 10 „ „ „ 4 % Extension Preference... 10 4S. 8 9
7o,oool.

65,500!.

Stock.

100

„ „ „ 4 % Perpetual Deb. Stock

Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within

100 4 % 96-98

Nos. 1 to 1200) red. 100 4Ì% 100 102
12,000 5 Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd. ... ¿2 10 0 6% —
37.900I. 100 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.

(within 1 to 1200) red. 100 4à % 100-102
10,000 5 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 5 5 % —
88,321 10 W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ... 10 —
34.563 10 „ „ „ „ „ 6% Cum. 1st Pref. 10 5s- 6Í-6J
4,669 10 „ u » " " " " 2nd n 10 — 4¿-5i

8o,oool. 100 „ „ . » „ 5% Deb..................... 100 5% 99-102

West India Cable Co., Ltd.
The Directors in submitting to the shareholders their report for the year ended June 30th, stated that the net result 

of the year’s working was a profit of ¿3,113 7s. 7d., as compared with ¿4,182 is. 2d. for the previous year. An interim 
dividend of 3 per cent., free of income tax, had already been paid, and it was proposed to make a further equal payment, 
free of income tax, which would leave ¿1,313 7s. 7d. to be carried forward. This would increase the amount to the 
credit of revenue account to ¿36,124 13s. 2d. The Company’s cables continued to work efficiently. During the year 
debentures had been paid off to the amount of ¿9,000, leaving ¿65,500 outstanding. Mr. Thomas Skinner and Mr Fred. 
Ward, Directors, and the Auditors, Messrs. Gribbon, Holroyd and West, retired on this occasion, and, being eligible 
offered themselves for re-election. The report and statement of accounts were adopted unanimously at the Ninth Annual 
General Meeting of the Company on Thursday, September 27th.

The Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd.
The Directors in their report for the year ended June 30th, 1906, stated that the net result of the year’s working 

was a profit of ¿3 273 18s. 3d., as compared with ¿2,698 8s. 5d. for the previous year. An interim dividend of 22 per 
cent., free of income tax, had already been paid, and it was proposed to make a further equal pay men , free1 of income 
which would leave ¿773 18s. 3d. to be carried forward. This would increase the amount to the credit of revenue account 
to ¿18,010 2s. 3d The Company’s cable continued to work efficiently. During the year debentures had been paid off 
to the amount of ¿8 600 leaving ¿37,900 outstanding. Mr. Thomas Skinner and Mr Fred Ward, Directors and the 
Auditors, Messrs GribboA Holroyd and West, retired, and being eligible, offered themselves for re-election The report 
and statement of accounts was laid before the Seventeenth Annual General Meeting on Thursday, September 27th, 

and carried unanimously.
The Colonial Bank.

The accounts of the Colonial Bank for the half-year ended 30th June last, which■ was^ubmitted at *^37* ^f-ye^ly 
1 .• l j j-. u /"de 668 T2s nd. The directors recommended a dividend oi 32 perS r mX Sh°We/ a T? baIanCe 668 12s. nd. to be carried forward. The directors state that, as

. f°r ^re® Income tax, w^Andies has been but moderate. There has also been a great falling

now show material improvement. The 
, Jn ie shlPments of c.ocoa- On the o e 1_P . h b la crop of bananas, which have realised good 

cultivation of cotton continues to extend In Jamaica ther °aki progress1, the tobacco being of excellent quality. 
The^Mth16 grofwer,s’ a?d ln ihlS Jnr the°Ao winger ops and the immediate outlook is unusually encouraging. The
rhe weather so far has been favourable for the cr^ PstPPmed colleague Mr. Rodolph A. Hankev. His seat
directors announce with deep regret the death of. Mr H H Dobree, presiding, said the past year had 
at the Board will be filled up at the general meeting in April next. Mr. n. n. uooree, p 5, p y
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been a distinctly bad one in the West Indies. The sugar crops had been but moderate, and had been for the most part 
realised at low price. In Trinidad, the largest producer, the cocoa crop in June was an absolute failure, so that there was 
only one crop in the year instead of two. But he was glad to say that a change had now come, and the present price 
of sugar was considerably above that of the past six months, while cocoa had advanced 15s. per4 cwt. What they as 
bankers wanted was a larger field in the West Indies for investment, but they would not get this until the general conditions 
improved. With their strong financial position they could assist legitimate enterprise. Though the West Indies 
were mostly agricultural, there were signs of industrial enterprise springing up. There was the logwood extract factory 
in Jamaica, which was a distinct success, and there was another factory in course of construction. Then there was a 
future which some of them perhaps could hardly realise for fibrous plants. West Indian fibres were particularly good, 
and were being largely utilised. It was quite possible, too, that before many years the stem of the banana might be of 
more value than the fruit itself. Then, under favourable conditions, pulp could be largely produced from the refuse of the 
cane. He thought a previous failure in attempt in this direction was due to an effort to go too- far and make paper. 
There was possibly also a great future for the oil industry of Trinidad. The report and accounts were adopted.

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Home Arrivals per R.M.S.P. “Atrato” (Capt. H. J. Boby), 

October ist:—Mr. E. Aspiaza, Mr. Roy Blaise, Mrs. Juana de Boirz, Mr. J. W. Barranco, Mr. C. Zunk, Mr. Naman 
Zugarki, Master A. Cameron, Major May, Mr. G. O. Potter, Mr. A. Petit, Mr. E. R. O. Robertson, Captain G. Smith, 
Miss F. Simpson, Mr. E. Sutherland, Mr. R. Stanton, Dr. J. Tullock, Mrs. Thompson, Mr. J. Troillet, Mr. F. de 
Andrade, Mr. R. M. Bell, Miss Bald, Mrs. T. Burke. Mr. S. Boxill, Mr. Coppin, Master C. Cox, Miss Cracknell, Mr. A. 
Clark, Mr. G. Fitzpatrick, Mr. R. W. Fernant, Hon. W. M. Gordon, Mr. C. Greig, Mr. C. M. Goodridge, Mr. J. Hooper, 
Miss N. Herriot, Mr. W. Jackson, Masters J. and T. Irving, Mr. A. Knott, Mr. P. MacLaren, Mr. Mackintosh.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Atrato ” (Capt. H. J. Boby), October 10th Sir Ernest and Lady Northcote 
Sir H. and Lady Greaves, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Hy. Stilwell, Mr. Ernest Pedder, Mrs. Boyce, Master 
Aubrey Cameron, Sir F. and Lady Hodgson, Dr. H. Alston, Mrs. G. Reis, Miss L. Reis, Mr. and Mrs. Arturo Luria 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Browne, Ven. Archdeacon Jones-Bateman, Miss C. Young, Mr. Harold Bullock, Miss Brown Mr and 
Mrs. Colley, Mr. and Mrs. Wieting, Mr. M. H. Bugle, Mrs. E. Johnstone, Dr. and Mrs. Seccombe, Miss M. A. Bratt 
Rev. W. R. Symons, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. S. Cameron, Misses V. and L. Cameron. Mr. J. B. D. Sellier, Masters A and 
J. Sellier, Mr. D. C. Jurzman, Mr. and Mrs. Rubiano, Mrs. Mercedes Rubiano, Mrs. I Rubiano, Mr. Rubiano 
Mr. Rubiano, Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Duncan, Sir Hy. and Lady Jackson, Mr. Alfred Phillips, Miss Johnson’ 
Mr. and Mrs. Mathos Ybarra, Mr. R. N. Christian, Mr. Hilbury, Mr. Louis Kohler, Mr. Herbert Cadmar’ 
Mr. Dacrede Crondace, Rev. Louis Mazot, Mrs. Casalta, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Lambie, Mrs. A. Fernandez, Lady Morris’ 
Mr. H. Caracciolo, Miss R. Alonzo, Mr. and Mrs. Abdy Anderson and child, Miss C. Awdry, Mr. and Mrs Lamy’ 
Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Forrest, Mr. Arthur H‘ Brebner, Mrs. Dix and child, Mrs. Reid, Mr. Herman Luria, Mrs and Miss 
Luria, Mr. H. A. Alcazar, K.C., Mr. J. M. Templeton, Mr. Jno. Williams, Mr. Allan Campbell, Mr. H. Singelton Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Hobson, Mr. H. Watson Taylor, Mr. Suraybali Sing, Mr. Ernest W. Harford, Mr. and Mrs Pow 
and child, Mrs, Menzies and child. Mrs. and Miss George, Miss M. George, Miss L. George, Mr. S Bickart Mr 
Randolph Rust, Mrs. Stollmeyer, Mr. and Mrs. S. Dreyfus and family, Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Wm Fletcher Miss Pollard 
Miss Fletcher, Gen., Mrs., two Misses and Master Velutini, Mr. A. Gentin, Mr. C. Gregg, Mr T Sellmarn Mr and 
Mrs. Jas. Gillespie, Miss Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Lambotte, Miss Greaves, Mr. Carl Dallmaier, Mr and Mrs R C 
Threlfall.
I q BX1NGSTPer (CaPt;,H- B- Trigge). October 24th :-Mr. A. M. Duncan, Mr.
Jas. Smith, Mr and Mrs. L. and two Misses Alston, Master Alston, Miss Johnston, Rev. T. Wilkes and familv Mr and 
Mrs. O. G. Müller Mr. Fritz Walther, Miss Nestler, Mr. and Mrs. G. O. Walton, Mr. and Mrs. Waher Dauch Mr an! 
Mrs. A. D Russe 1, Mr. and Mrs. Maignot, Mr. Raoul Maignot, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, Mr. E. Hallmann, Mr. and Mrs A 
Tello and two children, Mr. W. Koss Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Hobson, Miss E. D. Hobson, Miss de Martini Mr H Rode

Outward Bookings per R.MB. “ Trent ” Capt. A. P. Dix), November 7th :-Mr. and Mrs. Schreier and two 
children, Col. and Mrs Lushmgton, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Sealy, Mrs. Hudson, Mrs. Oliver Smith Miss Hunt Bi^hnn nf 
Guiana, Mr. Geo. Ddlon Mr. and Mrs. Cooper and child, Mr. W. Hart, Mr. and Mrs. Smith C^

Cummins, Mr. and Mrs. R. Arthur, Jun., Mr. G. Challenor, Mr. Pinheiro, Mrs. Wm K Miss H Master’and Mi«S 
Chandler, Miss S. Harford, Miss Archibald, Mr. L. S. Fernandes, Miss H. Fernandes Mr Clifford Hart Mr Ind MrT 
Wm. Gordon Gordon, Dr. and Mrs. Adolph Urich and child, Mr A. S Kernahan ]Miss E Jrirh wh ? it ? ™

HinkS°n' Fred H°‘ChkiSS; Mr- Mr3

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R M S “ Port Kington” t r 
Parsons), September 25th. JamaicaRev. W. Baillie, Master F. W. W Baillie Maior Barlow Mr FT h’Mr.J.B. Brooks, Mr. P. A. Craven, Mr. C. Reid Campbell, Misses Reid cX’brfl ^^
Clark, Miss Mary Clark, Master Willie Clark, Miss R. Cooling Mr F M Deighton Mi« M n r C a b- iY G‘ 
Mr. W. Panton Forbes. Mrs. A. W. Farquharson, Mr. G. E. Fawns' Mr R 2 P Dunn'
halgh, Master W. B. Gossett, Miss Haughton, Mr. A. L. Harkness Mr T pdio c t an^ ^rs- A. Green-
Mr. Mannering, Master V. Melhado, Master O. Melhado, Master C. Melhado Mr P OpensVaw m/ä NprCad°' 
Miss Pawsey, Mr. H. R. Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Parker Mr E I uHp Smith k/r- \ ■ penshau, Mr. A. I awsey, 
Smith, Mr. E. Smith, Mr. R. Somerset, Mrs. Stocks, Mr H F TomSon F’ G°rd°n
Mr. T. A. Wright, Mr. W. R. M. Woolf, Miss Westmoreland, Master Wes?mo'retand Mr' Cl ri«^ h
cock, Q.M.S. Potter, Mr. E. G. O. Smith and Misses Smith Westmoreland, Mr. Christopherson, Miss Heath-

Mr. hÄS'Ä H^Änl, Sr^ ^“aBrown, Mr. R. G. W. Belcher, Lieut. J. S. Biscoe, Mr. and Mrs Crlt mS' M Y c i ' Dr' F„Brett' Mr P' 
Mr and Miss Conran, Mr. A. Clodd, Mr. J. H. and Miss Cargill, Mr. H *O SCarter M r Cn pisses Coulborn,
Clarke, Mrs. Coles and three children, Miss G. Denny, Mr. and Mrs H W Daw« U j vr ^ousins' Mrs. W. G. 
Mrs. J. Dunbar, Mr. S. Ehrenstein, Mr. F. L. Firminger, Miss E Findlav mF C X F £ Dick’ Mr and
Gamble, Mr. Eustace Greg, Mr. H. E. McGill, Mr. W. H. Gaze Mr A W i R S ’ Mrs and Miss
C, E. Harvey and child, Mrs. L. A. Isaacs and child, Mr. C. D Ingram Mr and 'mYq H“tchlnson> Dr- and Mrs. 
Kerr and two children, Miss M. F. Kitchener, Mr. and Mrs. W. G.Ä “ohn
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A. Morrison, Mrs. C. L. Mais, Miss K. Mais, Miss D. Mais, Miss Mais, Miss Dorothy Moxey Dr A M Mills 
Misses Gladys and Master Chas. Moffatt, Miss E. B. Newell, Mr. R. H. and Mrs. Otto Mrs and Miss Oliver Mr’ 
Robert Pashley, Mr. Perkins, Mrs. Prentice and infant, Mr. Palmer, Miss I. Peet, Lieut. A. R. Priestley, Mr. and’Mrs’ 
G. R. D. Rust, Mr. J. S. Robertson, Miss Sutton, Mr. R. G. Service, Mr. J. R. Smith, Miss D. Tuckett, Dr. and Mrs. 
R. S. Turton, Mrs. G. G. and Miss E. Taylor, Col. and Mrs. C. J. Ward, C.M.G., Miss Sybil Ward, Mrs Wetherall 
Mrs. Louis and Miss Hilda Wessels, Mr. H. T. Wulff. Kingston Mr. A. E. Ades, Miss Boyd, Mr. A. Sykes, Mrs. m’. 
Sims, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Wills and two children. BermudaLieut.-Col. and Mrs. Block, Miss P. Block, Miss 
Orde Browne, Miss H. Cooper, Lieut. G. R. de la C. Corbett, Hon. Ambrose Gosling, Mr. S. H. Greet, Miss E. Heyl, 
Miss Masters, Mr. B. T. Parker, Hon. Lucy Playfair, Lieut.-Gen. Sir Robert M. Stewart, K.C.B., R.A., Hon. Lady Stewart’, 
Capt. L. Saltan-Symons, Mr. W. Smellie, Mrs. C. Attwood, Miss M. E. Coulson, Mr. E. Stoneham. Turks 
Island :—Judge and Mrs. G. P. St. Aubyn, Miss St. Aubyn, Miss Mary Watkins.

Forward Bookings per R. M.S. “Port Henderson’’ (Capt. W. R. Rowe), Oct. 20th. JamaicaMajor A. E. 
Barchard, Rev. W. Baillie, Miss F. M. Coke, Mr. W. M. Cochran, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Chisholm, Miss Delisser, Lieut. 
J. A. Edgeworth, Mr. R. S. Haughton, Mr. M.D. Harrell, Mrs. Harrell and infant, Mr. J. Henderson, Mr. A. Henderson, 
Doctor, Mrs. and Master Joslen, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Kerr and two children, Miss H. M. Kerr, the Hon. J. W. Mitchell, 
Doctor W. Petter, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Parker, Mr. Pratt, Mr. R. Simmons, Miss Shannon, Mr. J. E. Sherlock, Mrs. 
Vinen, Lieut. C. E. Wright, Mr. P. V. Young, Mrs. Young, Mr. F. B. Hole, Mrs. Hole and child, Mr. H. Nutt, Mr. 
A. T. Rowland, Mrs. Rowland, Mr. C. Reid-Campbell.

MAIL ARRANGEMENTS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company announce that, commencing with the R.M.S.P. 

“ Segura ” sailing from Southampton on 20th October, they will re-establish their passenger services 
from Southampton to Cuba and Mexico. The hour of departure from Waterloo of the special train 
in connection with the Outward Royal Mail Steam Packet Company’s Steamers from Southampton, 
has been altered from 9.35 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Outward Mails.

Where From

Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet.

Oct. 10 Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, 
and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica), and Trinidad Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Atrato ’ ’

.. il Barbados (for Demerara and West 
Indian Islands) Liverpool ... Harrison Line “ Logician •’

,, 19 Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia, 
and Dominica), Grenada, Trini­
dad and Demerara ^Dartmouth ... Direct Line “ Serrana ’’

,, 20 Jamaica Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. ‘ ‘ Port Henderson
,, 20 Demerara Liverpool Liverpool Line “ Thordis ”
.. 20 Barbados and Trinidad Liverpool Leyland Line ‘ ‘ Barbadian
» 24 Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, 

and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica and Trinidad Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ La Plata ”

Homeward Mails.

Closing for 
Letters in Ldn.

Oct. 9, mdn’t.

10,

,, 19, noon.
,, 19, f6p.m. 
,, 19, 6 p.m 
,, 19, 6 p.m.

,, 23, mdn’t.

Date.
Oct. 10

•> 15
24

Jamaica
The West Indies ...
Jamaica

Port of Arrival. 
Avonmouth 
Southampton 
Avonmouth 

Serrana,’’ via Dartmouth.

Company.
I.D.W.I.M.S. 
R.M.S.P. Co. 
I.D.W.I.M.S.

Packet.
“ Port Henderson ” 

‘ ‘ La Plata
‘ ‘ Port Royal ’ ’

fin E.C. District up to p.m.* Letters to be addressed per S.S. 8

EXPORTS OF PRODUCE FROM THE WEST INDIES.
Grenada.Barbados. British Guiana. Jamaica. Trinidad.

Jan. i to Sept. 15. 
1906 1905Jan 

1906
to Sept. 7
1905

Jan. i 
1906

to Sept. 15
1905

April i
1906

to Aug. 26.
1905

Oct.
1906

i to Sept. 15.
1905

Sugar........................ 47,839 36,oooTns. 50,403 38,563 Tons. 8074 5779 Tons. 505,016 275,84oBgs.&Brls. 
/ 2581 2887Puns. -J

Molasses .............. 59,604 38,110 Pns. 2910 2024 Casks.
j 266 178 Tres. 1
( 102 165 Brls. 1

Rum ........................ 10,605 8846 Puns. 898,178 715,267 Galls. 997 349 Puns.

Cattle Food and 
Molascuit

Cocoa...
6018

i5,927

3586 Tons.
37,126 lbs. 35,052 15,929 Cwts. 21,339,59° 29,551,185 lbs. 54,294 63,748 Bags.

Coffee... i4,54i 11,168 ,, 16,960 ii,93° >>

Coconuts .............
Copra........................
Cotton .............

51,088 240,471 2,517,195

15,165

1,800,981

28,935 lbs.

8,083,805 6,323,249 
13,085 7702 Bags.

1014
5692

703 Bales.
4745 Bags.

Cotton Seed
Asphalt .............
Oranges ............. 8,004,273 4,944,445

91,132 84,716 Tons.

Bananas .............
Pimento .............. ...

7,716,471
29,99 2

7,571,879 Bobs.
30,655 Cwts- ui 

O
¿5439
1 544

5078 Brls.
661 J-Brls.

Spice........................ ...
CL I 4*8 688 Cases.

Gold ... 61,223 62,405 ozs. in ' *37 184 Bags
Diamonds............. 1928 3916 carats.
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY.
SUGAR.—Average price of 88% for IO years.

Crops.
1905/6. i9°4/5- 1903/4. 1902/3. 1901/2. igoo/r. 1899/1900. 1898/9. 1897/8. 1896/7.

8s. 5Jd. 12s. 7|d. 8s. llfd. 8s. Id. 6s. 6|d. 9s. 2d. 10s. 3d. 10s. 2|d. 9s. 2fd. 8s. lid.
Beet Crops.

6,970,000 4,700,000 5,850,000 5,600,000 6,850,000 6,100,000 5,510,000 4,980,000 4,830,000 4,910,000 Tons.

Cane Crops.
4,880,000 4,500,000 4,200,000 3,940,000 4,010,000 3,600,000 3,010,000 2,910,000 2,860,000 2,840,000 ,,

Total Crops.
11,850,000 9,200,000 10,050,000 9,540,000 10,860,000 9,700,000 8,520,000 7,890,000 7,690,000 7,750,000

The closed season of 1905/6, which has now taken place, has displayed a low average price for 88% beet, viz., 8s. 5id. 
As will be seen by the table of averages printed above, this has only been surpassed, from a depressed point of view, 
twice during the last ten years, and these were the occasions when not only were the Foreign Bounties in existence but the 
Cartels were at their greatest vigour. Considering the enormous production of last year, which exceeded that of any 
season on record, it is eminently satisfactory to find the average not even still lower than 8s. s^d., as it undoubtedly would 
have been had not an extraordinary expansion in Consumption taken place, which has relieved us of all this surplus pro­
duction, exceeding 2,500,000 tons, and left us with visible stocks only fractionally in excess of last year. That the position 
of sugar, quite outside the question of Cuba, is one of undoubted strength, few, if any, people can be found to question, 
and as the Continental beet crops bid fair to show a more or less important reduction as compared with last year, whilst 
Consumption at present prices should not be interfered with, the existing range of values may well be considered reason­
able and susceptible of some improvement when trade revives, as it must. It is not possible to write anything definite 
about Cuba at the present moment, but the future may produce some startling revelations.

The moment’s quotations of 88% beet, viz., on the 8th October, are as follows:—October, 9s. 3<d. ; Nov., 9s. 2jd. ; 
December, 9s. 2^d. ; January/March, 9s. 3^d. ; May, 9s. 5fd. ; August, 9s y^d., and October/December, 1907, 9s. i^d., 
all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America
1906

Europe ......................................................... 1,130,000
United States ... ... ................. 190,000
Cuba... ... ... ... ... ... 40,000
Afloat ... ... ... ... ... 130,000

Total ................ 1,490,000
Quotations of 88% Beet, 8th Oct.:— 9s. 3fd.

on uneven dates are as follows :—
1905 1904 1903 1902

760,000 1,100,000 1,470,000 1,440,000 Tons.
210,000 150,000 150,000 160,000 ,,
l60,000 10,000 150,000 120,000 ,,
190,000 300,000 150,000 210,000 ,,

1,320,000 1,560,000 1,920,000 1,930,000 ,,
8s. 10^d. Ils. Id. 8s. 9d. 7s. Id.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Our buyers of yellow crystallised maintain an attitude of reserve in the fluctuating and 
uncertain condition of the beet root market, and only small sales have taken place during the fortnight at unchanged 
prices, the value of average qualities remaining 16s. 6d. The stock in Importers’ hands does not exceed five weeks’ con­
sumption. The nominal value of a cargo of 96 centrifugals is ns. 3d. on floating terms.

Molasses Sugar.—Is in brisk demand from 10s. 6d. for low dark, to 11s. 6d. for good brown qualities. For 89 
test to arrive, about 8s. gd. remains the value on floating conditions.

Muscovado.—Useful grocery kinds command attention, the value ranging from 14s. to 14s. 6d. 
value on floating terms of 8g test is 10s.

West India Figures since 1st Jan,
Imports...
Deliveries
Stocks, ist Oct.

Quotations of average qualities, crystallised
Rum.—Stocks in London, ist Oct. :

Jamaica
Demerara ...
Total of all kinds

1906.
9500
4400

20,668

The approximate

1906. 1905- 1904. 1903 1902.
46,000 32,000 36,000 20,000 55,000 Tons.
38,000 32,000 38,100 33,000 33.000
17,000 10,000 10,000 16,000 35,000

16s. 6d. 17s. Od. 18s. 6d. 16s. Od. 13s. 9d.
1903- 

11,500 Puns.
7100 ,,

29.489 .,In the absence of supplies of Demerara in

1905.
9600
5300

22,124
Importers’ hands, prices

1904.
11,200

7900 
28,075

are somewhat uncertain, but with the smallstocks indicated above, from nd. to n|d. proof, may be considered about the value of fair Marks Tamaica remains ouie 
and is in liberal sunnlv. but 2s. 2d. is the Market onotatinn fnr Qtondn^/i t . Tand is in liberal supply, but 2s. 2d. is the Market quotation for Standard
Foreign kinds are quoted gd. to is. 2d.

Cocoa.—Stocks in London, ist Oct. : 
Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

Home Trade Marks. Leewards and other

1906.
12,100

6600
61,700

1905-
23.500
13.400
87.300

1904. 
28,700 
14,400
95,800

1903.
17,600 Bags.
10,600 ,,

The tone of the Market remains quiet, and in so far as British West India^rnrna ie 67>9°o
much reduced as to be too small to form a Market. In the meantime the few sales have been at abont\f^aHUPPheS S° 
Trinidad fair collected, 68s., Estate Marks, 69s. to 75s. ; Grenada fair, 61s., Ind fermented Xs to 66s 

fair is quoted 6os„ and fermented up to 66, The Market is still in a measure
Continent and elsewhere, rendering the position very uncertain. y a es maae on me

¡, viz. :

Coffee.—Steady. Good ordinary Jamaica, 40s. to 42s.
SS'sat^.^^ Id ' at

reaUSed ”■ 5d' ‘° IS- 7d- fair ‘° B°°d r6d’ IS- 2d tO'IS- 4d ’ and adAiment^E^^

Arrowroot.—A moderate business has been done in St. Vincent at firm nricps and th» f •is 2|d. Stocks are much reduced, being 4380 barrels, against 8670 barrels lastPyelr d h °f g°°d manufactunn$

Lime Juice.—Unchanged at nd. to is. 2d. Concentrated, steady, value /21 17s fid Mond « 1
Last mail s quotation should have been 3s. 3d. Distilled Oil, lower, now Quoted 2I 8d 7 H d Pressed- v*1«® 3s-
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Sir Ernest Augustus Northcote, 

Chief-Jristice of Trinidad.

Cbe West Jnbfa Committee IRooms,

15 Seething Lane, London,

Oct. 22nd, 1906
Telegrams: " Carie, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

The Colonial Conference which is to be held 
in the spring of next year, the first of a 

series of consultations between the Imperial and 
the Colonial Governments for the interchange 
of views on subjects of mutual interest, will 
mark a new era in the Imperial relations with the 
Colonies. It will be remembered that during 
the regime of the late Government, when 
Mr. Chamberlain held the reins at the Colonial 
Office, a conference was held with the Premiers 
of the self-governing Colonies ; but it was not 
until the later years of that Government that it 
was decided that these conferences should be of 
regular occurrence, and it was then proposed to 
hold the first of them during the present year. 
The change of Government fortunately did not 
block the scheme, the new holders of office 
recognising the advantages to be derived from 
regular intercommunication of ideas on the 
subject of Imperial economy, but for reasons of 
convenience the date of the first conference was 
postponed until the spring of next year. At 
present the Colonial representation is confined to 
the self-governing Colonies ; those who manage

their domestic concerns independently of, but owe their allegiance to, the Mother Country, in distinc-
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tion from those which, under the direct control of the Colonial Office, are called Crown Colonies, or 
those possessing representative institutions, but subject to the veto of the Colonial Office. Although 
the interests of the two latter are small in many respects as compared with those of the large autono­
mous Colonies, yet as part and parcel of the Imperial scheme they are quite as important for no chain 
is stronger than its weakest link. Although therefore, the smaller Colonies are still under the paternal 
rule of the Colonial Office, it is advisable from the point of view of Imperialism, that they should be 
permitted to be represented at the meeting of the Conference. The large self-governing Colonies can 
look after themselves, and are powerful enough to make their voice heard in an authoritative manner; 
but in the case of the smaller Colonies, the position is very different for they have not the same means 
of expressing their views. There are many matters which are of vital interest to them, and which 
require to be put forward, and if the West Indies were represented at the Conference, many 
questions in relation to the trade and maintenance of the Empire, which closely affect them, and 
which it would be to the advantage of all to ventilate might be discussed. In these circumstances we 
sincerely trust that the Government will see their way to admit the West Indies and British Guiana to 
representation. Their doing so need not in any way interfere with Colonial Office control, and we 
cannot conceive that, if the Conference is to be conducted on the lines of true Imperialism the 
inclusion of the lesser Colonies could be productive of anything but good. Were it merely a question 
of sentiment alone the West Indies, from their long and close association with the history of Great 
Britain, have a claim to representation. They are the oldest possessions of the Crown—the doyen of 
British Colonies and any Colonial Conference would be strangely incomplete without them. But 
apart from this the West Indies are now emerging from a period of depression. Every effort is being 
taken by them to develop their industries and trade, and their inclusion in the approaching Conference 
would not only be a recognition of their rising position in the world of commerce, but also a material 
help to them in the splendid struggle which they are making.

^pHE criticism of the temporary West Indian mail arrangements which appeared in our issue of 
August 22nd last, has been fully justified by the subsequent course of events. Our view of 

the situation may be summarised by saying that, while we felt that half a loaf was better than no 
bread, and while we recognised that so long as the transatlantic service of the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company was continued, Grenada, St. Vincent and Trinidad would be as well-provided for as 
before; the people in British Guiana would have too short a time for replying to their correspondence • 
Antigua, St. Kitts and Nevis would be placed at a very serious disadvantage, mails and passengers 
for and from these Colonies being detained for nearly a week in transit at Barbados, while Dominica 
and St. Lucia would be dependent on a steamer of such limited tonnage that many refuse to 
travel by her. Moreover, generally speaking, intercolonial communication would still be far 
worse than it was in 1897, when the West Indies were visited by the Royal Commission the 
members of which laid special stress on the need of improvement being effected in mail communica 
tion, saying that such means of communication “will assist or even create trade in local products ” 
and “will tend to remove that condition of isolation which exists at present,” &c The home 
coming steamers have brought a shoal of complaints regarding the present condition of affairs 
and many concerned with the Colonies affected who are resident in this country have also 
not been slow in protesting against the inconvenience which is being caused The oresent 
arrangement is, as we have already announced, terminable at short notice, and those connected with 
these Colonies may reasonably ask what steps are being taken to place mail communication on a 
more satisfactory basis. For people travelling to and from the Northern Islands the absence of 
mail opportunities is particularly embarrassing. Though Barbados is an agreeable and healthy
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Island, it is extremely inconvenient for those having business relations, let us say, in St. Kitts, 
Montserrat or Antigua, to be compelled to wait there for a week before proceeding to their destina­
tion. In a recent issue, we had occasion to speak of the dearth of fresh limes in this country at a time 
when there was a famine of lemons, and a magnificent opportunity afforded itself for introducing limes 
to the British public. We now learn that the failure of the planters to supply fruit at the critical 
moment was in a large measure due to the absence of proper shipping facilities. Thus, Mr. Conrad 
Watson, our Hon. Correspondent in Montserrat, writing to us on September 7th, informed us that a 
shipment of limes which was sent by sloop to Dominica for the S.S. “ Yare ” to take to Barbados for 
shipment home, was actually returned to the Island, as that vessel could not take it, and he added 
that it was “quite evident that the lack of proper and regular steam communication will kill such indus­
tries.” It is easy to imagine the feelings of the shippers in Montserrat! Mr. E. A. Agar, one of our 
Hon. Correspondents in Dominica, in a letter of the same date, also wrote that the revised working of the 
mail service was worse than ever, and complained bitterly of the serious check given to the trade in 
green limes in London, which was really beginning to make a start. He added, “ this is most 
regrettable, as it will mean beginning almost ab initio next year. To cut off the supply just when the 
demand is becoming appreciable is fatal to the trade, and it is a trade that might mean a great deal to 
the carriers as well as to the growers of the fruit in a few years.” We give these two instances to 
show that the action of the late Government in depriving the Colonies of the mail service which they 
have enjoyed for so many years, is not only aggravating but is also seriously hindering trade, and 
causing, moreover, actual monetary loss. It is impossible to help feeling that if some of the gentlemen 
responsible for the present state of affairs, to whom no doubt it is a matter of little or no importance 
whether their mails reach them regularly or not, were to feel the pinch of the present system from a 
financial standpoint, the unfortunate Northern Islands would not have the bitter cause for complaint 
which they undoubtedly have at present. Now, with regard to the remedy. We pointed out that the 
solution of the difficulty would seem to lie in the addition to the present service of a second inter­
colonial steamer to ply up and down the Northern Islands, and meet the mail steamer at Barbados, 
and in the case of British Guiana by a modification of the dates of departure and arrival of the mail 
steamers, and this point was emphasised by the Hon. William Peter, Member of the Legislative 
Council of St. Lucia, at the General Meeting of the West India Committee on Thursday last. We 
do most sincerely hope that the Colonial Office will direct their attention towards securing some 

arrangement on these lines with a view to improve matters.

SIR ERNEST AUGUSTUS NORTHCOTE.
11 Our Celebrity,” in our present issue, who recently returned to Trinidad after a holiday in this 

country, holds the important post of Chief Justice of the Colony. Sir Ernest Northcote was educated at 
Westminster and Trinity College, Cambridge, where he received the honorary degree of LL.B, in 
1873. As a member of the Middle Temple he was called to the Bar in 1875 and went the Oxford 
Circuit, and attended the Worcester and Usk Sessions. In 1882 he was appointed Stipendiary 
Magistrate in British Guiana and two years later he was appointed Sheriff of Essequebo. From 
April 1884 to September 1885 he acted as puisne judge in the Colony, and in 1886 he was appointed 
puisne judge in Jamaica. In that Island he acted as Chief Justice on various occasions so ably that 
in 1903 he was appointed to the position which he now holds.

THE CRUCIFIX FISH.
The publication in our issue of the 19th ult. of an illustration showing some of the curiosities 

in the possession of the West India Committee has resulted in several gifts being received-towards 
the collection. Among the most recent of these is a very fine specimen of a Crucifix Fish, presented 
by Mr. J. D. Adamson. A representation of its skeleton forms the subject of our full-page illustration.
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This fish is a cat-fish belonging to the genus Avins, which includes a large number of tropical fish, 
most of which are marine or estuarian, and which attain to a great size. The remarkable feature 
about it is that the under part of the head shows the distinct outline of a crucifix, in a more realistic 
manner, perhaps, than the photograph would make it appear, while on the other side, on the top of the 
head, is a figure with outstretched arms, which is taken by the negroes to represent Pontius Pilate. 
Again, when the fish is shaken a loose bone in the head rattles, and this is supposed to be dice, which 
are associated in the mind with the crucifixion. What is now wanted is a suitable show case in which 
to place these treasures. Possibly some reader of these few lines may be prompted to present one to the 
West India Committee. By doing so he would earn our sincere gratitude and thanks!

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Executive held on Thursday, October 18th, Sir Henry K. Davson 
presiding, the following were elected Members of the West India Committee :—

Name.
A. Davidson Goffe (Jamaica).
A. E. Gay (Grenada).
S. Medford (Trinidad).
Jules Anduze (Trinidad).
L. H. Schoener (Trinidad).
W. J. von Winckler, m.r.c.s., l.r.c.p. 

(British Guiana).
Hon. William Peter (St. Lucia).

Proposer.
R. Rutherford.
L. F. Hudson.
Ernest D. R. Clarke.
Ernest D. R. Clarke.
Hon. G. T. Fenwick, c.m.g.

Sir Henry K. Davson.
E. L. Marshall.

Seconder.
E. L. Marshall.
E. L. Marshall.
H. Hamel Smith.
H. Hamel Smith.
Wallwyn P. B. Shepheard.

Wallwyn P. B. Shepheard. 
R. Rutherford.

We may remind readers that by virtue of Rule IV. of the West India Committee, sub­
scriptions from new members elected during the last three months of any year are held as on 
account of the year beginning on the following 1st January. Thus, members elected in October, and 
m November and December of this year, will, on paying their subscriptions, not be required to renew 
them until 1st January, 1908. Full particulars regarding Membership and application forms for 
Candidates may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee 1 s 
Seething Lane, London, E.C. ’

THE SUGAR INDUSTRY IN MADEIRA.

By J. de Freitas Martins.

■ .u °? the th,e rivul.et Santa Luzia> which divides the splendid amphitheatre surround-
“g the town of Funchal almost in the centre, rises the foremost manufacturing establishment of 
Madeira, as a vigorous and useful monument of enterprise. It is magnificently situated in the superb 
valley which to the westward, is suddenly arrested by precipitous steeps of basalt crowned by the 
Government Powder Magazine, while to the eastward appear tier upon tier of villas and fertile planta 
tions. This completely equipped manufactory of sugar and alcohol, shaded in front by the majestic 
plane trees of the Rua das Arvores, at the foot of which fall streams of water amidst luxurious 

inhames, is a lively proof of the highest industrial progress in the most beautiful spot on African 
territory, or, perhaps, in the most glorious garden m the world. P ^incan

Established in 1859 by the late Mr. William Hinton, one of the worthiest and most hiMdv 
respected Englishmen who have settled in this “Pearl of the Ocean,” the “ Torreao ” factory has 
been, during nearly half-a-century, owing to the discretion, initiative, credit and capital of its esteemed 
proprietors, the solid and resistent element on which has depended the preservation Its. esteemed 
the two traditional cultivations-cane, and wine-of the Archipelago Oto? n “ °
started to develop the cane industry, there alone remains that of Messrs Hinton and to 
been a difficult one. It has been, and is necessary to overcome the' obstacles haS
exhausted soil, expensive cultivation, and substitution of old plants bv more resistont “
The greater proportion of the cane now grown consists of theP“ Yuba ” variety of whth“^ 
of plants were brought from Natal a few years ago by the present proprietor IMr’ l^v C Hinton7

All the cane is cultivated on land owned by hundreds of small hold^re \ „ tOi?’
the manufacturer at prices fixed by the Government? and iUs 7 tote^to ± to\?^ 
average about eight times those of cane in the West Indies The “ ” f J ? J
with the most modern machinery, and it was in this factory that the Hinton-NL^X^cStf
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diffusion by forced circulation was first invented and applied with astonishing results. This process 
which is a modification and improvement by Mr. Harry C. Hinton of the Naudet system of diffusion 
of beet, is now well known, and the importance of the fact that all sugar is extracted with a loss of 
0.30 to 0.40 %, that the juice is obtained in at least T%th of its original density, that the cost of 
extraction is much lower, that clarifiers and filter presses are abolished, and that white crystals ready 
for consumption are obtained direct in one operation, is being forcibly brought home to the sugar 
world. &

The Torreâo factory has to-day a frontage of some 200 yards, and motive power is derived 
from three Babcock and Wilcox boilers, furnished with a special furnace for burning bagasse. During 
the season, which lasts about 100 days, working day and night, some 200 tons of cane are dealt with 
daily, and all operations are conducted under rigorous chemical control, for which purpose a com­
pletely equipped laboratory is installed. No sugar is exported from Madeira. The molasses produced 
is sent on to the thoroughly up-to-date distillery, where neutral spirit is produced for the necessities 
of the local wine industry.

FRENCH SUGAR CROP OF 1905.
The following French sugar statistics for the year 1906 are taken from the Journal des Fabri­

cants de Sucre of October 10th. The raw sugar delivered from the factories from January 1st to 
December 31st, 1905, amounted to 904,252 tons, or about 868,349 tons in refined. The polarisation 
of this sugar varied between 80.50 % and 99-77%, and the “ rendement” between 64.22% and 99.53%. 
The rendement is calculated by deducting from the percentage of sugar indicated by the polariscope 
twice the weight of the glucose and four times the weight of the soluble ash. The sugar of low 
saccharine strength contains a notable proportion of glucose, this ranging in 1905 from 258% for 
sugar of 79% rendement to .002% for 97% rendement. Above this figure the sugar contained no 
glucose. Sugar at 99% rendement formed the greater part of the sugar turned out for 1905, 658,338 
tons on a total of 904,252 tons. It might be said that 70% of the home sugars were of almost 
absolute purity. To show the progress made in this direction during the past year, the following
table is given :—

Actual Quantity expressed Mean rendement
Year. Quantity. as refined. refined.

Tons. Tons.

1905 904,252 868,34g 96-3
1904 602,179 576,695 95-7
1903 716,292 685,337 95-7
1902 861,615 823,111 95-5
1901 1,010,302 

983,449
962,680 95-2

1900 937,518 95-3
1899 828,897 788,320 95-1
1898 746,53O 709,181 95-o
1897 758,422 716,306 94-4
1896 637,228 603,912 94-7
1895 633,330 597,I24 94-3
It will be seen that the purity of the home sugars has gone up steadily during this period. The 

total Treasury receipts from sugar and molasses amounted to 114,434,533 francs.
The French Colonial sugar imported during the year amounted m 1905 to 78,806 tons, of which 

33,699 tons were by French, and 45,107 by foreign shipping The duties from this source came 
to 16,955,670 fr. Expressed as refined, this sugar was equivalent to 75,120 tons at 93.1The 
polarisation of this sugar has varied from 81.3% to 99.5%, their glucose content from 7.62 / to, o04 / 
and ash from 1.52% to 0.6%. In this connection it is seen that the Colonial sugars are less pure; and 
presentable than the home products. From outside countries France imported altogether >°73 tons, 
of which 267 tons came from Egypt, 308 tons from San Domingo, and 447 tons from British posses­
sions in Americaother than; those of North

sugar were exported, as against 9,320 tons in I9o5,and of refined sugar in 
constituted the bulk of French sugar exports, 127,767 tons in J9°5, ¿45^ 
in ioo3 and 120 273 tons in 1904. M. Dureau concludes that while the quality of the home sugar 

the Fren^Colonies has gone back, and -^the

contrary to prediction, the export trade in sugar has not been ruine y 
on the other hand still plays an important part in the outside trade of the country.
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AN AUSTRIAN VIEW OF EAST INDIAN SUGAR.

M. G. Dureau, in the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre for September 12th, reviews an enquiry by 
Dr. Karminski, the Commercial Secretary to the Austro-Hungarian Minister of Commerce, as to the 
result of the imposition of countervailing duties on bounty sugar in British India in 1899. Dr. Kar­
minski points out that the effect of this legislation has had no effect in increasing the internal 
production or raising the price of sugar in India, and since the imported sugar all along has not been 
more than a few per centages of the total consumption, thinks that there was no justification for what he 
considers such violent measures. As a matter of fact, as has been pointed out in the West India Com­
mittee Circular, the action of the Indian Government was a direct gain to Mauritius, as is evidenced by 
the fact that for the four years after, the imports of cane-sugar from that Colony and Java showed an 
increase of 50,000 tons per annum over those for the four years prior to the countervailing duties. 
But apart from this ; had these duties not been imposed there is no saying to what extent the East 
Indian sugar industry would not have suffered from the cartels of subsequent years. The British 
East Indian sugar industry stands in a different position to that of other countries, the bulk of the 
sugar being^ produced by small cultivators of a race which clings to its traditional agricultural 
methods. The evolution of such an industry must necessarily be gradual, and had India°not acted 
in the manner she did, a great deal of damage would have been done to the future of the Indian sugar 
industry from competition with cartel beet, while the British Colony of Mauritius would not have been 
benefited in the manner it has done.

EUROPEAN SUGAR CONSUMPTION.
The consumption of sugar in the principal countries of Europe which were signatories of the 

Brussels Convention, has been, according to the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, for the years 1904-5 
and 1905-6, as follows. It will be noted that the figures show a considerable increase in consumption 
tor the latter year :

1905-6. 1904-5.
Tons. Tons. Tons.

583,546 542,314 Increase, 41,232
1,121,575 962,855 „ 158,720

524,274 445,016 ,, 79,258
72,804 66,682 ,, 6,122

1,726,974 1,533,998 „ 192,976
98,419 90,147 „ 8,272

4,127,592 3,641,012 486,580

France
Germany 
Austria-Hungary 
Belgium
United Kingdom 
Low Countries

TRINIDAD CACAO.

tO “S memorandum on the subject, which he bus drawn^p

aw ™ay be of interest to refer to previous works on the subject as nnbl^h^
‘ Kew Bulletin,’* secondly, in the ‘ Bulletin of the Botanical Dpnartmini , P . , j- □ y in the 
Indian Bulletin,’* published by the Imperial Department of Agriculture ’ In the Kew 
January and February, 1900, two diseases were described by Mr Massee the Bul
the Royal Gardens, from materials sent from the Trinidad Roi^ ri . mycologist of
omnivora and NectriaBainii, n. sj., the first causing ‘black pod ’ and the second ^Inke^’’ PhytopJlthora

“ In the ‘ Trinidad Bulletin,’ April, 1899, it is shown that in
examination of the office of the Botanical Department and a orefiminar 1 dlS,ea?es nYere ^nder 
on material forwarded was published, and remedial measures suggested in ^^P°rMassee 
ment Bulletin). In July, l899, further information "XleTvTtoX
canker disease caused by Nectria Bainii, named after Mr T P ’ p • r a description of the 

attention to its existence, k this article it wJ?menti<^^ Wh° fcSt Ca"ed
not yet advised as to the extent of its distribution. 1 dy necessary as we are

“At the Agricultural Conference held in Barbados in Tannarv mnn o , , ,
writer at the request of Sir Daniel Morris, in which the ‘ black nod* ’ 1 WaS by the 
discussed. This article was illustrated with the drawings nreoared at K ¿1Se^S Were fully 
Kew Bulletin.' !. Janmuy, t9„.

• These publications can be seen at the West India Committee Rooms.
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Kew, when Mr. Massee observes ‘ the symptoms appear absolutely identical with the cacao disease 
in Ceylon, but as no scientific report has yet appeared it is impossible to state whether the West 
Indian nectria is specifically identical with the one causing damage in Ceylon.’

“At the Agricultural Conference in 1901 at Barbados the subject of these diseases was again 
taken by the mycologist to the Imperial Department of Agriculture, Mr. A. Howard, who, in addition 
to those already described, included one new pest, Diplodia cacaoicola. Mr. Howard, in treating on 
nectria or canker, says, ‘ This fungus can hardly be said to be of great economic importance, and 
further study of its life history and distribution is needed. It is extremely probable that it could 
easily be kept in check if the simple precautions of burying all old ‘ husks ’ or ‘ shells ’ of the cacao 
pods were adopted as part of the estate routine, and if attention were directed to the prompt destruction 
by burning of all diseased pods found on the trees.’ Mr. Howard’s article also gives the name of the 
Ceylon fungus to be Nectria ditissima, an allied species to that causing canker on Trinidad plantations.

“ The remedies suggested by Mr. Howard are identical in principle with those which had already 
been suggested, namely, preventive. At the Agricultural Conference held in Trinidad, 1905, Mr. 
Lewton Brain, the successor of Mr. Howard, read a paper on cacao diseases in which he describes 
‘Canker’ in Trinidad, Grenada and Dominica, and makes the same remedial suggestions as two 
predecessors. Mr. Stockdale, who recently reported is in full accord with them. He states that he 
found Nectria or Canker; it is destructive, and that the remedies he and his predecessors have 
suggested ‘ will keep the disease well in hand and systematic removal of all diseased branches, &c., 
and tarring of all wounds should overcome the disease eventually.’ From the foregoing it will be 
noted that Nectria or Canker has been observed since 1898, and that provided the measures suggested 
by Massee, Howard, Lewton Brain, Stockdale and the writer be systematically carried out, there is no 
cause to be under any serious apprehension at the outcome of its attack, the appearance of which 
during the present year has been accentuated by continuous heavy rainy weather.”

CACAO IN DOMINICA.
Special interest is attached to the report of the Botanic Station at Dominica, just issued by the 

Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture for the West Indies, on account of the results of the manurial 
oxperiments on cocoa which it contains. The results at the Experimental Station have been summed 
up by Dr. Watts, the figures representing four years’ work. The total area of the experimental area 
was 1^ acres divided into five plots, treated respectively with no manure, basic phosphate and sulphate 
of potash, and “mulched” with grass and leaves. The cacao trees were about ten years old and planted 
18 feet apart. The chemical manures were applied once a year. The use of basic phosphate and 
potash without nitrogenous manure did not prove beneficial, but when a nitrogenous manure, dried 
blood, was added, a striking increase in the yield was shown. The application of dried blood, 4 cwt. 
per acre, gave a gain of 308 lbs. of wet cocoa, or 4.4 lb. per tree over the no-manure plot. The great 
interest of this experiment, however, centred in the plot mulched with grass and leaves, the sweepings 
of the lawns at the Botanic Station, which gave results below the manured plots in the past year, 
although higher than the no-manure plot, but in the third year far surpassed all the other, giving 
yields 66 %, greater than that obtained from the no-manure plot. For the fourth year the result was 
even more striking, the gain being over 77 % on the no-manure plot. Reckoning 100 lbs. ot wet 
cacao as yielding 42 lbs. of dry cacao, and 134 trees per acre, the “grass” plot gave an equivalent of 
2191 lbs. of dry cacao per acre, as against 1722 for the dried blood, phosphate and potash plot, and 
1238 lbs., for the no-manure plot, and showed a net profit on manuring, with cacao at 6d. per lb ot 
£20 16s. 6d., as against £8 os. 46., for the blood, phosphate and potash plot. The grass “ mulchT 
was not buried or forked into the soil, but allowed to incorporate itself by natural agencies, its thick­
ness rarely exceeding one inch. In other experiments at Clark Hall, the manuring consisted of pen 
manure, dried blood and phosphates, and dried blood alone, and basic phosphate atone. J e Pe 
manure gave the biggest return, and the basic phosphate also appears to have had a

An extensive series of experiments on a large sea e has also been started by Messrs. Rowntree 
& Co, on their estate “ Picard ” which has just completed its first year, In these,, 270 pods were 
gathered from the un-manured plots, and 787 from the sulphate of ammoma and b^!C phosphate 
the pen manure and dried blood plots giving 626 and 635 pods respectively. The results of further 
reaping however, will have to be obtained before definite conclusions can be draw .

COTTON AND OUR COLONIES.
ha In a1"- 5“ "" S^uihs^UlSbfor ta“ of growing6 cotTOn* W

°' L““'
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shire Private Cotton Investigation Commission, which recently visited America and reported 
favourably on the cotton fields there, and the opportunities for their development, Mr. J. 
Arthur Hutton, Vice-Chairman of the British Cotton Growing Association, has addressed a 
letter to the Press, stating the position of that body in the matter. Apart from the limitations imposed 
upon it by its Charter of Incorporation, which confined its operations to British territory, he gives 

reasons, by publishing a letter addressed by him 
to a firm in America, why energies should be 
directed to our own Colonial fields, in which it 

Centrifugals in the Torreao Factory, Madeira.
(p. 508).

this market than similar qualities of cotton grown in

is now known that, given sufficient capital, the 
most sanguine expectations can be realised. 
In the letter referred to, he pointed out that the 
aim of the Association is not to fight the United 
States, but to help ourselves and the whole 
world by broadening the basis of supply, for if 
we obtain our supply of cotton, half from the 
United States and half from elsewhere, a 
disaster to the crop will have less serious 
effects on the cotton trade than it has under the 
present conditions, under which we are depen­
dent on the United States for 70% to 80% of 
our supply. He adds that when cotton grow­
ing is encouraged in the British Empire, nearly 
every pound that we pay for cotton comes back 
to us in the form of orders for manufactured 
goods, while as compared with this, the United 
States, owing to their prohibitive tariff, are not 
as good customers to this country as our own 
Colonies are, and it stands to reason that it 
will pay us better to establish cotton cultivation 
in the British Empire, where, by enriching the 
population, we shall be building up new markets 
for our own goods. Mr. Hutton, in conclusion, 
denies the contention that the United States 
are better able to grow cotton than any other 
part of the world, adding that in the West 
Indies the efforts of the Association have been 
so successful that the West Indian Sea Island 
cotton is to-day commanding higher prices on 

the United States.

DOMINICA LIMES.
The Curator of the Botanic Station in Dominica reports that the demand for lime nlants has 

become so great that it is no longer possible for the station to furnish the number required Durin' 
the past six years over 200,000 common lime plants and 12,000 spineless lime nhn? ho k J g
tnbuted from the station. It is not difficult to make a rough calculation of the !h h 1
lime trees. After allowing a percentage for failures, thiTnuX Js suffic^ X Tt
apart, 1,000 acres. During the year 1005-6 over 4.1 000 lime c 1 ,.clent to P^nt, at 15 feet
variety) were sent out from the station. The time’has now arrived ° 5’97? °f the
should organize their own nurseries and so allow the Botanic Station sunolies '“b^ 
settlers. If the trade in fresh limes with the Mother Countrv s M P r r ‘ . b-> for "6W
absolutely essential, as was pointed out in th!
that the supply should be more closely reguUted to mXhe d"d X Z 7th la8t>
short nor flooded. At the time of writing there was not a X r ’ ? k ; <d nelther keP‘ to° 
now, despite our warning, of which those handling limes in this countrv th16 {dbhamed i” London’ and 
has since been a glut of the fruit, which will, it is feaXause heed’ t'lere
they receive their account sales. It is only fair to the planters to addX th ^Wpomtment when 
the warning when the shipments were made and the Foss nf th a d y C?U d not have receivedwas largely contributed to by the inadequacy“f X arrant the P"“S were 80
for shipping the fruit. But the error ?ay in waitX^^
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pared for it. The period of maximum consumption is, of course, the summer months, especially the 
hottest part, and shippers should provide for this. Moreover, the lemon market should be watched 
very closely. It now remains for planters and their representatives on this side to set to work 
in real earnest to endeavour to popularise this fruit during the winter, so that the way may be 
prepared for stimulated consumption in the summer. Year in and year out lemons are used, and 
there is no reason why limes should not be used also, though it must be obvious to anyone who knows 
anything about such fruit, that the demand must be less in winter than in summer.

THE NEW GOVERNOR OF THE WINDWARD ISLANDS.

Sir Nevile Lubbock presided over a general meeting of the West India Committee on 
Thursday afternoon, October 18th, convened to meet the Hon. Ralph Williams, who leaves for 
Grenada on January 2nd next, to assume the Government of the Windward Islands. Among those 
present were:—Sir E. Noel Walker, Colonel W. Tolson, Mr. G. G. Brown, Mr. P. O. Cornwell, 
Mr. Spencer H. Curtis, Mr. Edward R. Davson, Mr. G. A. Dillion, Hon. E. DuBoulay, Mr. T. 
DuBuisson, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Elliott, Mr. W. Goodwin, Mr. J. S. Harding, Mr. Christopher 
Head, Mr. J. H. Huett, Mr. Arthur Johnson, Mr. Walter B. Kingsford, Mr. E. L. Marshall, Mr. F. 
McConnell, Mr. D. Keith Nightingale, Hon. W. Peter, Mr. Joseph Rippon, Mr. R. Rutherford, 
Mrs. Senhouse, Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, Mr. H. K. Franklin Smith, Mr. C. J. Tarring, Mr. E. T. 
Whitaker, Mr. J. H. Wilkinson and Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary. A letter was read from 
the Hon. Macaulay Browne, expressing regret at his inability to attend.

Sir Nevile, introducing Mr. Williams to the meeting, said that he would find the Windward 
Islands slowly emerging from a period of acute depression. To St. Vincent, the Sea Island cotton 
industry had been a godsend. In Grenada the cocoa industry was prospering, and the sugar estates 
in St. Lucia had benefited through the abolition of bounties. With regard to the latter he was pleased 
to notice that the confectioners were not so much opposed to the Convention, and he hoped that they 
would realise that the continuance was as much in their interest and that of the consumers as it was in 
the interest of the British Colonies and the sugar refiners. With regard to the St. Vincent Eruption 
Fund, which was collected for the specific purpose of the relief of the sufferers from the volcanic 
eruptions of 1902, an unexpended sum of over ^30,000 still remained, of which ¿"25,000 was retained 
as a permanent investment, the interest being devoted towards defraying the cost of poor relief and 
the principal retained as a reserve for future emergencies, and he thought that a portion of this sum 
might very fairly be applied towards resuscitating the canal in the Carib country, thus providing the 
necessary water supply, so that agricultural operations might be resumed in that district, which was 
formerly the most fertile in the Island. Another matter which would require the attention of 
Mr. Williams was the Land Acquisition Ordinance in St. Lucia, to which the strongest possible 
exception had been taken by the inhabitants of that Colony, and he could not help feeling that the 
unfortunate contretemps regarding it, which led to the withdrawal of the unofficial members rom 
the Council, might have been avoided. The District Board of Grenada had protested against the 
non-inclusion of St. George’s among the ports of call of the Canadian steamers un^er the new 
itinerary, but it was understood that the omission was due to the small amount of trade between t at 
Island and Canada, which made the call unprofitable, and to the small prospect t at was e c ou o 
any increase. Sir Nevile also touched on the cable question, pointing out that with regard to the 
proposal to establish wireless telegraphy, no evidence was obtainable as to the successful use o t is 
system for commercial purposes in any part of the world. Moreover, inasmuch as it did not 
appear to be workable during heavy rains, he was afraid that for the es n e , j 
little avail, as it was essential that communication for commercial uses should be absolutely regula

that he wished to refer to the inadequacy off the mail armaments 
for St. Lucia and the Northern Islands, and he pointed out that Passengers j- lls 
Colonies were now detained for a week in Barbados before proceeding to their desnation. He 
not help feeling that the Government, while helping the arger Coiomes was sacrificing rte sm^ 
and St. Lucia was now isolated from the other Islands of the Colony of the W^ 
solution of the difficulty appeared to him to be the addition of a second intercolonial steamer, whic 

felt to be an absolute necessity. in thp collection of theMr. W. P. B. Shepheard said that as the Committee had assisted in,the coll^n ot ^ 
St. Vincent Eruption Fund, they were naturally anxious to know how it had been^admimste , 

and should insist that it was applied to the specific purposes or w ic West IndiaMr. Ralph Williams, after expressing the great P^«^ "^careful

Committee, assured the Committee that all the points raised spquiu
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attention. Speaking as a former Colonial Secretary of Barbados, he reminded those present of the 
dark days through which they and he had gone while combatting the difficulties of that Colony, and 
he assured them of his confidence that though much remained to be done, sufficient progress had been 
made to warrant them all in believing that a sound and permanent prosperity was in store for the 
West Indies. He expressed his regret at the withdrawal of the troops, which, however, it appeared 
was unavoidable, and he trusted that frequent visits of ships of the Navy to the West Indian Colonies 
would still be maintained, as nothing more conduced to kindly goodwill between our Colonies and the 
Mother Country. Mr. Williams trusted that he might be found to do his duty in the Colony which 
he was called upon to administer, and assured the Committee that he would do all in his power to 
gain the goodwill of the people and to increase the prosperity of the Windward Islands.

VERY MANY YEARS AGO.
An Influential Membership.

In the year 1830 the West India Committee Rooms were situated at 60, St. James’s Street 
and it is recorded how those making use of that thoroughfare complained of the block caused by the 
carriages of the West Indian proprietors, who at that time represented the wealthy class in this 
Country ! In order to convey to our readers some idea of the influential character of the West India 
Committee even in those days, we may mention that at a meeting held on the 19th of June there were 
no less than eighty members present. The Marquis of Chandos, M.P., who was the Chairman of the 
West India Committee, presided, and among those present were the Earl of Harewood, Viscount St 
Vincent, Lord Rivers and no less than seventeen Members of Parliament, their names being : Sir

Edward Bart” M’P” Hon- Edward ^seelies, M.^Hon.
Codrington, Bart., Sir Michael Stewart, Bart., M.P., Joseph Marrvatt 

M.P Jos6ph Birch, M P W. R. Keith Douglas, M.P, Henry Bright, M.P, Ralph Bernal, M.P.’ 
W Dickinson M P, Sir Rose Price, Bart., W. Manning, M.P., G. H. Dawkins Pennant, M.P., 
Jo n Irving, M.P., and Robert Gordon, M.P. Among others who attended on this particular 
occasion, the names of the following will be familiar to most of our readers, L. John Daniels 
Thomson Hankey, Junr Char es McGarel, James Greig, James Colquhon, Roger Kynaston, lames 
Allbouy, James Cavan, Colonel Delap, Claud Neilson, Boyd Alexander, James Bogle Smith and 
Charles Payne, who formed one of a deputation from Bristol on this occasion. Sir Henry Martin 
Bart James Innis, Petty Vaughan and W. Beckford, were among those who attended the next meeting 
which was convened to consider matters in connection with the Budget and the sugar and mm S’

COLONIAL GARRISONS.
Mr. A G C^’ the West India Committee to
interestFofX^S protect the

in endeavouring to persuade the Government to reconJdlAl^^

Sedto’:- ‘° f°r tte reli6f °f Colonists, in the event of7hedeS bring

to the threatened withdrawal of the
As you are doubtless aware, we strongly protested last vear arain^ th« a?? •

to withdraw the Imperial troops then stationed at Barbados St Lucia and T °£ Hls Majesty’s Government
was modified to the extent of a small body of white troops bring\etained^^ the result that their decision

While my Committee are opposed to the principle of reducing Rritkh“ °f Ja.raaica-
that every case must be judged on its merits. Thus, in the case of the West Tni S3^130118 in our Colonies, they realise 
Committee were entirely based on Imperial grounds and on questions re/a^ °f the West India
disorders. But in the case of St. Helena, the position seems tn be «em« k * a/r6 sa^ty °t the Colonies from internal 
of the Island are likely to be reduced to a'stateUdX"^ the inhabitants
at the present time the main source of their livelieood. The onestinn oi l r ; 4 f th r?moval of the garrison, which is 
withdrawn becomes therefore a matter for serious consideration to whirh^k measures in the event of the troops being 
understand, very properly being drawn by the St. Helena Committee the attentlon of the Government is, as we

Inasmuch, however, as the operations of the West Tndin
Charter of Incorporation to the British West Indies, British Guiana an(?RriXrnC°?ned by the terms of their K°yal 
thising with the people of St. Helena, regret that they cannot see their waB / h f?Onduras' Committee, while sympa- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Y Ot See their wa^ to make representations on the subject to the

Trusting that a satisfactory settlement of this matter may be arrived at.

z I have, &c.,
Lord Elgin has since informed the St. Helena Committee^T T ASPINALL’

troops must be adhered to, ommittee that the decision to withdraw the
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THE STATE OF CUBA.

The cyclone which struck Cuba on October 17th, appears to have been somewhat severe, 
though, fortunately for the Cubans, the area affected was confined to the western end of the Island^ 
the centre of the disturbance being near Havana, which suffered very much in consequence.

There is still a remarkable lack of political news from the Island. The views of the American 
press appear to be against annexation. Thus the New Haven Register says “ History is being made 
altogether too fast to suit the digestive organs of the nation.” The Troy (N.Y.) Times states, “ The 
United States, deeply sympathising with the Cuban people in their troubles, is going to help them out 
once more and to give them a chance to make another start in self-government.” The Pittsburg 
Despatch remarks that “ Talk of annexation is without sanction of law or warrant of popular approval 
in either country.” The Philadelphia Press says, “ The task of eight years ago has again to be under­
taken and with less hope. It is not possible now, as from 1898 to 1903, to turn to a united Cuban 
people.” And in the Buffalo Courier we find, “ The affair is grave. It may bring a long train of 
trouble.” On the other hand the Philadelphia North American believes that Cuba, “ By all the 
rules of the older nations, should long ago have been a dependency of this Republic.”

With regard to the condition of the Island, Mr. Charles W. Parish, presiding over the general 
meeting of the Cuban Submarine Telegraph Company on October 17th, said that, it was difficult 
here exactly to gauge the situation or the causes which had prompted the outbreak. He had been 
told, on the one hand, that it had been expected, while from others he had heard that it had come as 
a great surprise and disappointment. There seemed, happily, to have been but little real fighting, 
with its dire consequences, though he feared that much damage was done to properties in some parts 
of the Island. The action of the United States appeared to have been moderate, fair and firm, and 
they could only hope that a peaceful and prosperous period might follow the storm which had passed 
away.

The report of the directors of the Cuban Central Railways states that, “ The recent political 
disturbances in Cuba were particularly felt in the district served by the company’s lines, and, for a 
time, the traffic was entirely suspended on some sections. In addition to the loss resulting from the 
interruption to business, the property in the Cienfuegos district suffered damage to the estimated 
amount of ^34,000.” It further adds that, “ The disturbances having now passed, it is confidently 
anticipated that business will promptly return to normal conditions, and that the approaching sugar 
crop will be in no way affected. Meanwhile, it is impossible not to express surprise at the absolute 
lack of interest shown in the matter by the British press.

THE SCHOOL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE.
the London 
appreciative

The inaugural address on the occasion of the opening of the winter session of 
School of Tropical Medicine on Monday, October 15th, was delivered before an _ _ 
audience by Colonel Kenneth Macleod. In the course of his remarks he said that the School which 
was opened on October 3rd, 1899, continued to prosper. During twenty-one sessions the aggregate 
number of students amounted to 617, of whom 235 belonged to the Colonial Medical Service, for 
whose benefit and for the benefit of the Colonies in which its members were destined to serve, the 
school was originally designed and organised, under the administration and personal initiative of that 
great Colonial Minister, Mr. Joseph Chamberlain.

The hospital had been enlarged and could accommodate fifty patients. The new wards were 
spacious, clean and well ventilated, fitted with every appliance and supplied with every requisite for 
the treatment of the sick. The school building adjoining the hospital, with its large and well-stocked 
laboratory, lecture-room, museum and library, was well adapted and provided for the instruction of 
forty students; and, in addition to accommodation for the staff, provided quarters for twel ve stude ts 
who were thus enabled to devote the whole of their time to their studies and practical work I he 
arrangements were well suited to their purpose and reflected credit on all concerned butt ey we 
by no means complete, and the school must be looked upon as m a state of adolescence, and_ at y .
Effort and money were still necessary to enable it to accomplish all the good which its promoters and

well-wishers  ̂ "t^Th“

referred to as the Brahma and Vishnu, the creator and sust ainer of the’School, es timated¡that 
<100 000 were reauired to place the school on a satisfactory and permanent basis. Of.this sum about 

f K required to place r „ ooo would form an endowment which would expand
£40,000 had been received. The , th ’ Schoal. Surely the wealthiest city and busiest port
the operations and enhance the usefulness of the S was known, to contribute handsomely to
in the world might reasonably be expected, whe° ‘ to mitigate the loss of health and life, which 
the support of an institution whose work ^s desig d t t g lonieg and d endencieSj from 
interfered so greatly with the industry and commerce 01 our y
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which the wealth of London and of England was so largely drawn, and caused such a waste of time, 
labour and money.

The necessity of special instruction in the diseases of tropical countries required no argument or 
proof. Insects, more especially blood sucking insects, the mosquito, for example, had been found to 
fulfil an important function in the conveyance of infective disease, and the harbouring and trans­
mission of disease germs, and knowledge on this subject imperatively claimed to be imparted and 
extended. He trusted, therefore, that a pathological entomologist might in the early future be added 
to the School.

In the evening, the annual banquet of the School was held at the Hotel Cecil. In the absence 
of the Duke of Marlborough, Sir William Treacher occupied the Chair, and among those present 
were Sir Patrick Manson, Sir Francis Lovell, Dr. Daniels, Dr. Kerr, Dr. Anderson, Dr. W. Von 
Winckler of British Guiana, while the West India Committee were represented by Mr. Edward R. 
Davson and Mr. Algernon E. Aspinall.

THE BRITISH GUIANA RUBBER CORPORATION, LTD.

Lord Elgin has repudiated the statement made in the prospectus of the “ British Rubber 
Corporation, Ltd., which was recently issued, that the Government has undertaken to grant fifteen new 
licences covering a certain area for fifty years from the expiration of a lease or licence for five years 
from June 21st, 1905, to collect rubber over that area. In connection with statements in the prospectus 
referred to, m which it was alleged that the Hevea brasiliensis, or Para Rubber, was indigenous in a 
certain part of British Guiana, the following extract from the report of Mr. A. W. Bartlett, Government 
Botanist of British Guiana, on his recent visit to North-west District of the Colony, will be of interest 
“The true Para rubber (Hevea brasiliensis, Midi. Arg.) has not yet been found, but the species H. con- 
'USa’ Spruceana, Mull. Arg., and H. pauciflora, Mull. Arg., are plentiful in the Pomeroon district
and the Essequebo and Massaruni rivers above Bartica. The Ara wack name for Hevea-rubber is 
‘ Hattie.’ Analysis of the latter, collected at different times of the year from the native Heveas 
by the Government Analyst, Professor Harrison, show that it contains too small a proportion of 
caoutchouc to be of any value. F

“ All the rubber of any value which has been collected in the Colony has been obtained from 
trees known by the Carabisci as Touchpong. Botanically, they belong to the genus Sapium and 
comprise several specimens (Sapium aucupanum Jacq. S. Jenmani Hemsl. S. paucinenum Hemsl and 
S. biglandulosom, Mull Arg.) the value of the latex of the individual species not being known. Thev 
appear to be uniformly distributed throughout the forests not far from the coast. The rubber annears 
to be of good quality and the specimens sent to England and Hamburg have been well reported on 
It would be both useful and interesting to obtain further particulars as to the yield of the ?rees the 
seasons for tapping and the best methods of tapping and preparing the latex Th ™’ ! method adopted by the Indians of winding off the" rubber aV it his coagulated fo strings^ 
appear to be lengthy and wasteful and would render the rubber liable to contamination with dirt and 
foreign matter, which would much reduce its value.

1 . !■ 11 SemTS Probable th? fut\ire that the main source of rubber will be from cultivated 
plantations. 1 he clean condition in which rubber can be obtained from cultivated trees enables it to 
obtain a price in the market, 50% higher than that obtained from the forests and at th! L r V 
cost of collection is much reduced. Ceylon and Singapore havT vervS the
Is]d tbefcalbvatlon ls quickly increasing especially in the latter place. & In theS W^est^ndies^n^the 
Island of Tobago 90,000 Castilloa elastica have been planted. At nresent the qnnnlv ef 1.1. r 
a l sources is not enough to meet the demand which is continualTvfocreas^ 
discovered for the rubber. Should there come a time when the suddK

for fresh areas and previously undiscovered trees as sources of rubber at the same tiiTe'^iVof

latter becomes available. PP y °m the former W1U serve until ‘hat from the

• “A short distance inland from the coast where the full force of th» • j ■
appear to be veryTuitabL for
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the conditions were favourable for more extended planting. Both in Venezuela, Tobago and Ceylon, 
Castilloa elastica has been tried as a shade tree for cocoa. From all three places come favourable 
reports of the experiment and especially from the first, but I think that a longer trial is required before 
the general adoption of this practice can be advocated.”

NATURE NOTES.
MAURITIAN MOLASCUIT. A planter in Mauritius, according to the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, who has fed 
a part of his cattle on cassava and acacia beans, and the rest on molascuit, finds that the latter are in 
much better condition than the former. Not only are they fatter and stronger, but better able to resist 
the “ surra ” disease.
JAVA SEEDLING CANES The Audubon Park Station in Louisiana, has received some seedlings from Java to 
experiment with. These have shewn in Java characteristics likely to suit Louisiana conditions, as they 
tend to grow rapidly and come to maturity very early, resembling in this particular the Demerara 
Seedlings D. 74, and D. 95, which have done so well in Louisiana.
BERMUDAN BANANAS. The Canary Island Banana Musa Cavendishii thrives exceedingly in Bermuda, and 
probably better than in any part of the world, even including China which is its native habitat. 
Planted ten feet by eight feet apart, and given even less care than is bestowed upon potatoes, an acre 
of bananas could be made to yield in Bermuda quite 2,000 bunches per annum.
A NEW RUBBER. in Venezuela and other South American countries occur several plants belonging to 
the family Loranthaceae (Mistletoes) which produce rubber. These plants have been much spoken 
of in Germany lately, and some writers see a great future in this new source of rubber. It may be 
possible to utilize these plants to some extent, but the collecting of Mistletoe growing in the branches 
of high forest trees will always be a matter of difficulty. As the rubber is obtained from the fruits 
it will be seen that we need not fear a flooding of the market from this source.
CEYLON RUBBER. According to Mr. Carruthers, the Director of Agriculture, the area alienated for the 
planting of Para rubber is some 100,000 acres, of which about 38,000 acres has already been planted. 
Most of the Para rubber trees of the age of five years or more have been planted 200 to the acre; 
some estates have as many as 300 to the acre. On the more recent clearings the average is probably 
175 to the acre. The number of trees of all ages in the Federated Malay States may perhaps be put 
at six to seven millions. The rubber production of 1905 estimated to have been 300,000 lbs.
SEEDLING CANES. Seedlings raised in Trinidad are gradually growing into favour in that island, 
numerous applications being made for plants of seedling kinds, which produce good crops on land 
where the older cane refuses to thrive, but the practical disappearance of the “ Cane 201 caused by 
various fungi has led to a retention of the Bourbon. Planters, states Mr. Hart, are strongly of 
opinion that the prevalence of disease in past years was largely due to a succession of seasons un­
favourable to cane growth, while at the same time suitable for the development of parasitic fungi.
MONSTERA DELICIOSA. This plant thrives well in Trinidad and fruits annually on the lands of the Botanical 
Department, planted against larger trees on which it climbs to twenty or thirty feet in height. A 
plant at the Experiment Station, says Mr. Hart, in the Bulletin of Trinidad Botanical Department for 
July, gave several fruits during the month of March 1906, which were of excellent quality and were 
much appreciated as a rare table delicacy. For the first time perfect seeds were ripened in some of 
these fruits, and seedling plants have been raised from them. The name has recently appeared in 
newspaper paragraphs as Monstio-de-la-Cosin, an easily explained corruption in a Colony where the 
French language is so commonly spoken.
CAMPHOR DISTILLATION. Mr. Bamber, the Ceylon Government chemist speaking of the distillation of 
camphor, mentions that with shoots from estates at elevations ranging from under 2,000 feet to over 
6,000 feet elevation, yields of camphor varying from 1 16 to 1.71 per ““t -ere obtmned Leaves 
and twigs distilled separately shewed that the ratio of the camphor content was.about 3.1. 
tilling the camphor it is necessary that when the distillation commences the heat should 
to a minimum, so that very little steam passes over with the camphor, ‘hat^
be cold and ¿bundant, aid flow in the opposite direction to the disti ate When he condensed 
camphor is impure and discoloured it can be easily obtained pure white bJ fe-d“ hoots in 
should be unnecessarv if the first is properly conducted. I he red liquid obtained from the s oo s 
the retort X“and found ^contain tannin, a yellow dye, and an ash rich m manganese.

In dis-

COLONIAL REPORT.
Turks and Caicos Island. Caicos Islands for the year 1905, which has only

The report on the Blue Book of Turks a" t ica Government and the Colonial Office, 
just disentangled itself from the red tape of the Jamaica 00vein
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shows that there was a deficit of ¿"1,036 in the finances of the year’s transactions, which was 
consequently reduced on January 1st, 1906, to ¿"7,579 4s. qd. The revenue and expenditure for the 
past five years has been as follows :—

Year. Revenue. 
£

Expenditure. 
£

Surplus. 
£

Deficit. 
£

1901 ............... 9,03° 7,989 1,041
1902 ............... 8,693 8,006 687 —
1903 ............... 8,678 8,910 — 232
1904 ............... 6,466 8,001 — L535
1905 ............... 6,243 7,279 — 1,036

During the year the yield of salt at Grand Turk was short. At Salt Cay and Cockburn Harbour the 
salt yield was satisfactory, being estimated at 440,000 bushels and 686,000 bushels respectively, but 
for Grand Turk no more than 141,000 bushels, as compared with an annual average of 700,000 bushels, 
the crop being wasted by rain more or less throughout the year. The bulk of the salt is exported 
to the United States, and Canada is the next in importance of the recipients of it. The exports during 
the year are valued as followsSalt, ¿"14,604; Sisal Fibre, ¿5,803; Sponges, ¿2,223; Conchs, 
¿■656; Turtle-shell, ^533.

CONSULAR REPORTS.
Manures in Japan.

In the manure trade generally there has been a considerable increase, amounting to ¿”583,000, 
mostly in sulphate of ammonia and oil cake. The import of the former is recorded as being almost 
entirely from the United Kingdom. Four-fifths of the total import into Japan were delivered at Kobe.

Tobacco and Rubber in Borneo.
The planting industries of British North Borneo consist almost exclusively of tobacco 

and rubber cultivation. The former occupies estates (owned by some three companies) which have 
been under cultivation for several years, and are the survival of some twenty concerns that have 
started there from time to time to cultivate wrapper tobacco. The industry shows no sign of expansion • 
on the contrary, two estates were closed during 1905. With one exception the rubber estates have all 
been recently opened and are still under development. In order to stimulate public interest in these 
ventures, the Chartered Company has devised an ingenious scheme by which the proprietors are paid 
an annual dividend of 4 per cent., while the estates are in course of development. In addition to the 
above, cocoa-nuts are being more freely planted than formerly, and in a few years’ time the output 
of them should be considerable. F

THE HOMEWARD MAILS.
, T?6 “Port Henderson” which started from Kingston, Jamaica, on September 27th 

reached Avonmouth on October 10th, and the R.M.S.P. “ La Plata,” which left Barbados on Wednesday 
October 3rd, arrived at Southampton On Monday, October 15th. Among her passengers were 
¥r’C’ J^kman allr-Gre™ both from Barbados. The mail brought the sad news of the 
death in Trinidad of Mr Valleton de Boissiere, who was mourned for by I large circle of friends 
Climatic conditions were decidedly rainy and on one estate in St. Kitts a yard of rain was likely to be 
recorded as having fallen during September. 7 b 10 De

Copious rains in Antigua.
Writing on September 14th, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner said that latelv nan

favoured with all the ram which the driest of estates could require On Ausrust^ist th^ h d 
of a cyclonic disturbance, and on September 1st the heavens opened and rainfall of five to Ten inches 
according to locality descended, filling up all the ponds, flooding the creeks and satnraiV^i, '1 
Since then, following showers had fallen which proved most favourable for the lighter ¿id belter 
drained estates, but rather too much for nlacpq wLava tho „ n , . . u&“ter ana oerter
Writing later he said that September
The rainfall for the month to the 26th, the date of a subqAnnAnt f at c 13 ln
from twelve to twenty inches already according to the locality the heaviest fall of°° Var-!.ed
had any record since June, 1889, when z7'6 inlhes fell on & ™

The wind started in the north-west on August 31st and worked round to south and south-east, thus
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indicating a cyclone passing to northward on a north-east to south-west course. Fortunately, it did 
not appear to have passed directly over any Island, and so no damage was reported. The rain had enabled 
cotton planters to get a sowing opportunity at last, and from all accounts a large acreage was being 
put in. On the limestone soils of Antigua very high class “ Sea Island ” could be grown, and the low 
prices and uncertain prospects of the sugar industry, especially with the denunciation of the Brussels 
Convention hanging over their heads and preventing the investment of capital for developing the 
sugar industry, were sure to drive an increasing area into cotton. But, however favourable this policy 
might be to the landowner, it would not probably be as well for the labourer or for the revenue as if 
the land were in sugar cultivation. It was interesting to note that in spite of the high wages paid to 
labourers at Panama, a number of recent emigrants were returning to Antigua, and these gave no 
very favourable accounts of their experiences. It was understood that more would return if they 
could, but that the Panama Canal authorities having paid their passage there, provided against 
desertion by some system of deferred pay, allowing the labourer enough wages to pay for food and 
lodging on account, but not enough for him to pay his passage back. The rule that a labourer for six 
days a week must either be at work, in hospital, or in prison, was not one that commended itself to 
many of their labourers, who in Antigua worked for estates when the spirit moved them or when no 
other means of living presented itself. The new mail arrangements had not been hailed with any 
display of gratitude in Antigua. Letters arrived on Thursday and the homeward mail closed on 
Saturday morning. This mail had then to wait in Barbados until the ocean steamer passed. Letters 
posted via America or Canada would in many instances reach Britain sooner than letters carried in 
this way.

The Central cotton factory, which had been successfully conducted up to that time by the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, and to the success of which Dr. Watts had greatly contributed, 
was, upon the initiative of Sir Daniel Morris, to be taken over from the British Cotton Growing 
Association by a local syndicate. The factory would probably be enlarged so as to deal with 
the very much larger crop of cotton which might be expected this season. It was to be hoped that the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture would continue to take the same active interest in the cotton 
factory as it had done up to the present time, an interest to some extent answerable for the relatively 
high prices which Antigua cotton had fetched in comparison with that of most of the other Islands. As 
cotton areas became larger on the estates, no doubt many private ginneries would be set up, especially 
as the tendency was rather towards planting cotton than sugar, at the prices that had ruled this crop 
for the latter staple. The limestone estates were very suitable for the cheap production of high grade 
Sea Island cotton ; those estates off the limestone formation were either less suitable or not suitable 
at all, and the cotton from them did not sell at as good prices and cost more to grow per acre.

The “Love Vine” in Barbados.
In his letter of October 1 st, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne reported that on Sunday, Septem­

ber 23rd, the long-wished for heavy rain fell generally over the Island. In most places it began 
about 7 a.m. and lasted with little intermission till 10 p.m. During these hours the generality of 
estates got four to five inches, but some as much as seven or eight inches. It was a steady downpour, 
but gave little or nowash. The gutters were running as they had not done the whole year and 
waterfalls were pouring over the hills. The canes, which had suffered much m the drought of the 
first three weeks of the month, had greatly improved, but it was feared that the check was too severe 
to allow the ratoons to give satisfactory results. This applied chiefly to St Philips, Christ Church 
and St. Michael’s, where, however, some fine first crop canes might be seen In the leeward parishes 
showers fell much more continuously, and St. Lucy’s, St. Peter s and St. Thomas had hardly suffered 
for want of rain all the year. The rainfall for September had varied from seven to fourteen inches. 
The cotton fields were ¡rowing fast, and it was hoped that the heavy ram would mitigate the pests 
which had been sLrevIlent. Every effort was being made by the planters to keep them m check, 

uduoeen so prevae j disseminating Pans green had been largely imported,and all sorts of bellows and powder guns tor aisseminauug x * 5 J ,r .
Lest any cotton grower should of the Agricultural Society
state so as to be a source of danger to ms neiguuu , 5 and rpmnndmnrp

they would soon be put an end to. On bepterr found in of

ordinance giving power to destroy this extremely noxious St. George’s. Trinidad had passed a special ordi g g P ,x,hirh it came in contact where 
„ j j v- 1 1 „a tU life out of every plant with which it came in comact, wnereand dangerous creeper, which sucked the life ou best steps tQ be taken to destroy the
it was found. A committee was at h when Mr. Alleyne last wrote, seemed hopeful
pest. The price of sugar, though before they could have any to put on
and encouraging, but unfortunately maY colouring of rum was a very serious one for the
the market. The question of the prohibition ot tne uwuih g
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West Indies, and they were all glad that the West India Committee had taken up the matter. 
The weather had been less sultry since the rain, and pleasant breezes had generally prevailed.

A small strike in British Guiana.
Mr. J. C. McCowan stated in his letter of September 28th, that there had been a small strike of 

wharf porters and boys during the week, but nothing serious. It was probable that they might have 
further trouble when the crop got into full swing and they had steamers loading one after the other. 
A meeting of the Court of Policy had been held, and the East Coast of Berbice Drainage Ordinance 
had passed its second and third reading. The value of crystals was $2.27!. The weather was hot 
and dry, and while suitable for reaping operations, showers would be very acceptable for young culti­
vation. The arrow was still backward, and consequently juice was not as good as it might be but 
this would improve in the course of another fortnight.

Dominica’s Lime products.

Mr. E. A. Agar, writing on September 29th, expressed satisfaction that the price of cocoa was 
now advancing. The exceedingly heavy rains they had been having during the past week had, it was 
feared, somewhat spoiled the prospects of this crop, but there was no reason to anticipate a shortage. 
Even had the proceeds of lime juice not been so good, lime planters would have cause to congratulate 
themselves on this year s results. 1 he new electric light lamps were being installed, and there was 
every prospect of this pattern being a success.

Farewell to Grenada’s Governor.
r Mr. C. Falconer Anton, writing on September 29th, informs us that Bishop Swaby arrived 
from British Guiana by the R-M.S. “ Eden ” on the 17th, and had held confirmation services in all 
the parishes except St John, St. Mark and St. David. His Lordship was leaving for Barbados by 
the outgoing mail on October 1st On Monday, the 24th, a series of dinner parties was started by 
one at the rectory for the Bishop. On Tuesday the Governor had a Council dinner, on Wednesday His 
Excellency was the guest of the St. George’s Club, on Thursday the Governor and Lady Llewely/were 
the guests of the Attorney General, and on the same evening the Bishop was the guest of the Chief 
Justice- The Governor and Lady Llewelyn were leaving for St. Vincent in the R.M. Steamer on 
Monday, October 1st to return on or about the nth. The Legislative Council met on Septem 
ber25th and 26th and, among other matters, passed the new licenses ordinance shorn of most if n^t 
all its objectionable parts and a vote of a sum of <25 to the Agricultural Society in aid of their repre 
sentation at the Ltverpool Exhibition, t9o7. At the close of business on the 26th, the Governor was 
presented with a farewell address On the same day there was a general meeting of the Agricukmtl 
and Commercial Society, at which a resolution was passed recording its appreciation of the valuable 
from th^De/ar^ benefits it was deriving
Imperial Government w^ich expired in might b^onX^

the adventl^ ft 

Agricultural Instructor, Mr. G. F. Branch had been laid nn for record with regret that their
better, was anything but well ye“prXbT^
longer. The weathe? continued very dry,and “me of the Lena „1 r W°rk «me
continued dry much longer it was feared that the young cocoa pods would suff^ grUmbllng’ If

The increasing prosperity of Jamaica.

be invaluable frowere falling, which must 
press an important letter“ on the subject of the representaron of ' communicated to the local 
ference, suggesting that Sir Nevile Lubbock should be selected^ as the renrp6 C,ol°?Ial C°“;
the Empire. The annual report of the Merchants’ Ryrhn L i epresentative of this part of 
the annual meeting on September 28th, Mr. S. Soutar presidín^dpals a°d adoPted at
tural and commercial interest. It was mentioned
Governor to permit a reduction in duty on gasoline in orrW 2 1 h d resolved to approach the 
Colony, but His Excellency replied that he did not spa hE ° encourage automobihsts to visit the 
was made to the death of Mr. F. B. Lyons who was for tO request. Reference
which he rendered valuable services, and Mr. C. E. de MercSXZ^ of the Society, to 
place. The Treasurers reported that the accounts showed a balX n^ V1ce-President in his 
£52 2S. 9. The following members of the Council retiring hv rntat” the year s transactions of 
B. *. H. K L.



Oct. 23rd, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 521

R. S. Gamble. Mr. R. E. H. Melhado was elected a country member. Messrs. David Henderson 
and G. Eustace Burke were elected as members of the Council, vice Mr. C. E. de Mercado who has 
been elected a Vice-President of the Society, and Mr. Horatio Corinaldi, resigned. Mr. J. L. Ashenheim 
was elected a life member of the Society.

The following return of horses and mules exported from the Island during the last ten years
was published in the Gazette :

1896-7
Number. Value. 

£ s. Number. Value. 
£ s.

25 679 O 1901-2 115 1,982 O
1897-8 8 179 O 1902-3 65 1,040 O
1898-9 46 973 0 1903-4 50 1,823 °
1899-1900 42 721 0 1904-5 96 1,696 IÒ
1900-1 53 559 *5 1905-6 237 3,408 IO

This publication also contained an important statement regarding the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the first three months of the financial year. Compared with the corresponding period of 
1905-6, the revenue showed the substantial increase of ¿"12,813, the total revenue being ¿"201,577, the 
most important items being the Customs, which increased by ¿"2,811 ; licenses, excise, &c., by ^4,609 ; 
stamp duties, &c., by ¿"1,875, and the railway by ¿"2,986. This increase is particularly satisfactory as 
it is for three of the duller months of the financial year. The receipts from parochial taxation were 
¿3,877 more than during the same period last year. With regard to expenditure, there was a decrease 
of ¿13,000, but no positive deductions can be drawn from this statement, as certain sums not spent 
during the first three months, will certainly be expended later and have only been deferred, but in any 
case a smaller expenditure is estimated for this year than any of the three preceding years. It is only 
at the end of a year that it can be known how much saving had actually taken place. The increase 
in the exports of nearly ¿62,000 during the first three months of the financial year is very satisfactory, 
but against this this the imports showed an increase of ¿4,000. This proportion of exports and 
imports is unlikely to be maintained during the remainder of the year. The following is a table of the
value of products exported in the first three months of— 

1905. 1906.
Cocoa .................................................................. ¿*9,268 ¿42,430
Logwood ... ... ... ••• ••• *5,348 20,613
Logwood extract ... ... • •• ••• *6,95$ *9,9*7
Sugar .................................................................. 60,704 5*,5°5
Bananas ... ... ... ••• 265,557 278,477

These figures would seem to show that Jamaica is steadily approaching a better financial position.

A Yard of Rain in St. Kitts
The absurdity of the mail service was demonstrated by the fact that in St. Kitts, on Septem­

ber 27th, the date of Mr. A. D. C. Adamson’s letter, letters had already been received, letters posted 
in London on the 6th, but those that left London over a week earlier would not be delivered till some 
time on the 27th. Since last advices the weather had been wonderful; during the whole time the sun 
had scarcely been seen and rain had been incessant. The rainfall for the month to date varied from 
fifteen to thirty inches, and a neighbouring estate was likely to record a yard In spite ot the 
enormous amount of moisture, comparatively little damage had been done ei ler oroa s or cu iva 
tion, but grinding operations had been paralyzed. The cane crop all round was looking excellent but 
some hot sunny weather was badly wanted now to turn late rains to good account. The forward 
cotton fields, inwhich picking hadbegun, had suffered, as the seeds had begun to grow in the open 

bolls.
The Clergymen’s Holiday in St. Vincent.

Messrs D K Porter & Company reported in their letter of September 29th that the weather 
iviessrs. u. jx. i oner oc p j alinr|oV the 2ird thev had an unprecedented rainfall for 

had been favourable to all the crops. On Sunday, the 23™ tney nau , a f th •
that day of the week, giving all the different clergymen a holiday, but they had not heard 
doing any damage to cultivation or otherwise. hie letter on

Mr. W. N. Sands stated that cotton prospects continued bright. when he 
October 1st. The total area planted was now estimated at ¿6o° XTth^ 
planted in Sea Island cotton at St. Vincent. Another ^worthy of more ‘^«aX of cotton 

practically all the lands planted were recen y production of arrowroot, it would be a good
was the means of bringing down to some extent t P starch was much firmer in price at the
thing for the Island. Owing to small sto<: ’ means of encouraging growers to adopt the 
that time, but whether the firm price wou in to catch the market? remained
unwise practice of digging the roots before they w p ,
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to be seen. It was noticed that on one estate recently unripe roots were being dug. A few days pre­
viously Mr. Sands visited the Carib Country and was pleased to note the improvement in the general 
outlook. The slopes of the Soufrière appeared to be covered with vegetation to a height of quite 
2,000 feet. The country generally looked green, and on the estates near Georgetown the cane and 
arrowroot crops were promising. About 100 acres had been planted in cotton, but the plants were 
very backward and did not look as if they would yield much. The season for cotton had not been a 
good one in that part of the Island.

Trinidad cacao still advances.
Writing on October 1st, the Hon. G. T. Fenwick, C.M.G., stated that a meeting was recently 

held at Princestown of representatives of sugar estates and cane farmers, at which yet one more 
effort was made to come to some definite understanding between the sellers and purchasers of canes. 
The work of drawing up proposals for a general agreement was entrusted to a committee. It was to 
be hoped that Mr. H. E. Mnrray, representing the new Colonial Company, and Mr. Wilson-Tones, 
representing Messrs. Tennant, Sons & Co., would succeed in effecting what it had hitherto been 
impossible to accomplish. During the past fortnight showers had been rather more frequent than 
during the previous week, and some of them had been rather heavy. The intense heat continued. It 
was perfect weather for canes and also very favourable for cocoa, and although the trees were under-

a ch^rSe ^ad, planters were hopeful of beginning new crop pickings at the end of November. 
Although London had recorded no rise during the past fortnight, the local market had continued to 
advance. Buying continued to be of an entirely speculative nature, the bulk of the shipment going to 
the U.S.A., where there was little or no visible supply of Trinidad kinds. There had been some 
demand from the Continent for immediate shipment, but with local prices much above their parities, 
and with a market bare of supplies, business had been impossible. Since last advices Venezuelans 
had, in sympathy with Trinidads, gone much higher, some fine lots having realised prices equal to 
1 nmdad estates. The arrivals from the mainland had been small and crop conditions were similar to 
those existing m the Colony.

Sugar
To the Editor of The West India

Shipments.
Total at last report 
Sept. 15th.—S.S. *

,, 18th.—S.S. *
,, 22nd.—S.S.
,, 26th.—S.S. *
,, 27th.—S.S. *

Maracas ”...
‘Atrato’’
‘ Prins der Nedlin ’’ 
Maraval ” ...

‘ Orinoco ’ ’ ...

125,305 Trinidad.
677
63 
22

229
75

28,904 Venezuela.
372 ,, New York
— ,, Europe.
16
64 New York

Totals to date 126,371 29.356

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

Refiners and the Brussels Convention.
COMMITTEE ClRCULAR.

1 «sh nrici of°rn the srr refining industry'

improved. As to the quantityof sugar
increased. I venture to predict that both these improvements wiU continue to pro/ress ' gh y

Gomshall, October 10th, 1906. am' ^r» &c-.
rxxz 1 j 1 • ,, George Martineau.

refiners.-EdT ” reCelVe ’ Martmeau’S a™ce as to improved outlook for British

OUR LIBRARY.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the 

or of local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be 
this column. b J

West Indies, and photographs of scenery 
duly acknowledged from time to time in

Political and Social Disturbances in the West Indies bv FmnV c *
Since the days of emancipation only forty-four disturbances of anv ' F-S.A. London : H. Sotheran & Co.
British Guiana, including a few associated with the coolies in British Guiana^nd aien pIaCe in the West Indies and 
in Jamaica. It is a summary of all the disturbances which Mr Cundall d Tnnidad- twenty-eight of which occurred 
t Biographicai Annals of Jamaica, by Frank CundaU Ts A TL7 TV T °f 28 PP

of the Colony, arranged as a guide to the Jamaica Portrait Gallery Mr Cnndaii^°theran ? C°- ThlS 1S a brlef hlstory 
celebrated men and women connected with the Colony from the time nf k glv®s an interesting account of the many 
renowned names as Sir Hans Sloane, Smollett, “Peter Pindar”
chronological outline of Jamaica history is also appended ’ oward of Effingham, and Bishop Coke. A
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Primer on the Commoner Tropical Diseases, by T. S. Kerr, M.B., B.Sc., late 
Straits Settlements. London : Luzac & Co. The object of this little book is to teach 
the commoner diseases of the tropics, and to show how, by acting on a knowledge of 
their causes, such diseases may be avoided. The subject is dealt with in a popular 
manner, and the book should prove very suitable for use in schools in our tropical 
possessions. It has many excellent illustrations from etchings by the author, of which 
characteristic specimens are given on this page.

Chapters on the Law relating to the Colonies, by C. J. Tarring, M.A., 
late Chief-Justice of Grenada, 3rd Edn., 1906. London: Stevens & Haynes, Bell 
Yard, Temple Bar. Professional and lay readers of the West India Committee 
Circular will alike welcome the appearance of the third edition of this useful work. 
Wide in its scope but with sufficient detail to ensure special value as a work of reference 
on legal questions relating to the Colonies (India not being included), the simplicity of 
language which has contributed so largely to the success of the previous issues is 
maintained in the edition now published, and will doubtless secure for it a place among 
the books necessary for both lawyer and merchant with Colonial connections. After an 
historical survey of the various laws to which British Colonies are or may be subject 
the author reviews fully the nature of the executive power in Colonial governments, 
proceeding from this to a detailed description of the legislative power as exercised in 
the Colonies falling within the scope of the work. It will hardly be necessary to 
remind members of the West India Committee that so far as the West Indies and 
British Guiana are concerned these are subjects of material importance to which the 
attention of the Executive Committee is constantly directed : we believe Mr. Tarring’s

Principal Civil Medical Officer, 
a few simple facts about some of

Chigger (male).

The chigger is an insect of a red­
dish-brown colour, not unlike the 
common flea. It lives chiefly in dry 
sandy soil or in the dust or dirt of huts. 
It attacks birds and animals as well as 
man. The daily bath, with plenty of 
soap, is a good preventive, and any 
chigger found in the skin should be 
carefully removed.

book is the only comprehensive attempt to define and contrast the legislative and executive functions of Colonial Govern­
ments as Sir William Anson has done with the Supreme Imperial authority, and for

Chigger (female distended with Eggs.)

When a female chigger is ready to 
lay her eggs, she bores her way under 
the skin of the first person or animal 
on which she jumps. Lying hidden 
under the skin, she lives on the blood. 
She grows rapidly to about the size ot 
a pea. About this time her eggs are 
ripe; when laid the eggs fall on the 
ground. Here the eggs natch out, each 
producing a small worm. After a time 
the worm encloses itself in a sort of 
woolly covering or cocoon, from which 
in ten days the chigger comes out. It 
is the presence of the chigger under 
the skin that causes itching, swelling, 
pain, and it may be sores.

this reason its value will be apparent. There is no special reference in this respect 
to the new South African Colonies, but perhaps under present conditions this was 
hardly practicable. The somewhat lengthy chapter on the relations between the 
Judiciary and the Bar will more particularly interest professional readers, and we may 
suggest for the consideration of the author that the chapter on the details of procedure 
in Colonial appeals to the Privy Council might be curtailed or omitted : there is an 
official publication from which this information can be obtained while the remainder 
of the work is practically unique. The Topical Indexes which have proved such a 
valuable feature of the earlier editions are enlarged and brought up to date. We 
believe they contain ;he only general compilation of Imperial Statutes specially 
affecting the Colonies, and if we have a suggestion to make it is that the author should 
supplement them by a list of all relevant Orders in Council. In the West Indies 
especially the application of the Imperial Law is largely based on such Orders, and 
although the author refers to many in the text and in notes, a complete list, if it is 
possible to obtain it, would be invaluable to Colonial practitioners and provide the 
necessary complement to extant editions of their laws published by Colonial govern­
ments, but containing at best only a partial reference to material Orders in Council. 
We may, perhaps, be permitted to ask why the list of Imperial Statutes relating to 
particular Colonies contains no reference to British Guiana.

NOTES OF INTEREST.
MAURITIUS SUGAR. The shipments of sugar from Mauritius, have been 191,764 tons in 1905-6, as 
against 137,899 tons in 1904-5, and 218,532 tons in 1903-4- Of thls’Indla has taken 113,529 tons, as 
against 77,163 in 1904-5, and 141,501 tons in 1905-4.
ANTIPON EXCLUDED. In Germany, the Custom Houses have been instructed to refuse to admit a new 
artificial sugar—Antipon. This product, which is manufactured in London, is said to possess a 
sweetening power 200 times greater than that of refined sugar.
AN OPPORTUNITY! Proprietors of small sugar estates desirious of improving their methods of manu- 
C . • • H \ -11 U ^^rfnnifv of bidding for a second-hand vacuum pan, anfacture at a minimum cost will have an opportunity 01 oiuu ?
advertisement regarding which appears on page xvi., of present issue.
RUM GOES AHEAD. While the consumption of rum for the first eight month’s of the present. year was 
120,698 gallons more than for the corresponding period of last year, the consumption of brandy was 
2°,173 gallons less than for 1905, and 81,104 gallons less than or 1904.
AN ENGAGEMENT. The engagement is announced, and the^marriage will

, _r ivTi- \A7i11iam Reierson Arbuthnot, ot ± lawsnatcn, EastPhilip Stewart-Mackenzie, eldest son of Mr. WU am person ’ Surrev
Grinstead, and Ada Jane, eldest daughter of Mr. William John Evelyn, of Wotton, Surrey.

AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT We should mention that - are indebted to Mn
Crooks & Co., of Montreal, for the a° ^‘“sTh 'information from our readers is always 
June 30th, 1906, which appeared in our last issue 
welcome.
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COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended October 18th, 4 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.83d. per lb.; West 
Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13d. per lb. ; fine, iqd. per lb.; and extra fine, I5|d. per lb. 
Prices paid qd. to n^d.
FINE SCOTCH ALE. Time was when Scotch ale was the favourite form of malt beverage consumed in 
the West Indies, and we are glad to welcome as new-comers in our advertisement pages (p. viii.), 
Messrs. John Jeffrey & Co., the old-established brewers of Edinburgh, who are well qualified to satisfy’ 
the wants of the West Indies in this direction. J
IMMIGRATION RETURN. According to the consolidated half-yearly return of immigrants in British Guiana, 
it appears that the total number af immigrants under indenture of service to or residing on plantations 
for the half-year ended March 31st, 1906, were 42,323 males and 28,832 females, and°in public estab­
lishments 829 males and 188 females, making a grand total of 43,152 males and 29,020 females.
SWEET TRADE. The steady improvement in the Confectionery Trade, which has been noticeable
for sometime, says Confectionery,as more marked than ever now that the hot weather has passed and 
the severe competition of fresh fruit is being felt less severely than it was a couple of months’ago. 
The dearness and scarcity of fruit are evidently helping the confectioners, who are getting very weighty 
and substantial orders for all sorts of confectionery. One of the largest makers in the trade declares 
that it is a long time since he had such good orders as have come to hand.
WEST INDIAN CLUB. Mr. Robert Schult, presided over the fortnightly dinner of the West Indian Club 
on Wednesday, October 17th, and amongst those present were: Mr. W. P Simon Mr M C 
Solomon, Mr. Astwood, Mr F. Berger Mr. H. Berger, Mr. C. L. Berger, Mr. C. L. Wingrove, Mr.' 
DrJHMF C Rr' ^M^WMa b/'' P- Chambers> Mr- John Harrison, Dr. Daws Waite, 
? H‘ yl ’ W- A* M* Goode> Mr. A. M. Nathan, Mr. H. H. Etheridge Senor Romulo
Franco, Mr. Harry Meinhardt, Mr. A. D. Goffe, and Mr. A. W. Farquharson. ° ’
OUR VISITORS Among recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms from the “ other side ” 
ave been Hon. William Peter, and the Hon. E. Du Boulay, Mr. Randolph Rust, Mr. Ellis Grell, 

M, Z' Chambers’ and Mr- W. B. Parker, the news editor of the Jamaica Gleaner. Mr. Du Boulav 
who has just returned from a visit to France tells us that in the neighbourhood of Clermont Ferrand 
in the Auvergue districts the sugar beets were suffered very much from drought, the beets which he 
saw on the railways were very small in size, and at one factory he visited only half a crop was 
expected to be made. Among the passengers by the “ La Plata ” sailing to morrow win r a 
the names of Mr. Randolph Rust, Mr. Alston and Mr. Maingot. g ’ b found

COLONIAL DRIED MILK We have received from the Imperial Dry Milk Co., of Wellington New Zealand 
whose London agents are Messrs. Joseph Nathan & Co., a sample of their dried milk. ThUis“ e 
first time we have seen this product; but we have submitted it to a practical test and find it a most 
excellent preparation. It is in the form of a powder, which smells rather of biscuits and is obtained 
by passing fresh milk over revolving cylinders heated to 230 degrees F The dried ™ aim 
obtained is then bacteriologically sterile. When made intoa^toLd^^^ 

yator heated to ryo degrees F„ it produces a fluid almost exactly like fresh milk. We are assmed 
that it keeps well m the Tropics, and we should imagine that for use on shin board and i ti 
countries where fresh milk is not easily obtainable it will be found preferable to the tinned vXies?56

THE EDITOR’S DIARY.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a .

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to ^he 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events newspapers received

Tues., Oct. 9th. Strong feeling of dissatisfaction manifested in Newfoundland at thA , TT • n
j States and Great Britain concerning the fisheries Raa? it ^2 agreement between the United

Wed., Oct. loth.—The Newfoundland question: OfficialStatement , -, .. f
tenders for the completion of the Panama canal issued -Renort of a Com° -Invitation of 
cotton spinners on the American roHnn ot a Commission of LancashireSouthampton fo VeWes” Indies -The R M - p RM.S.P. “ Atrato ” left
Avonmouth.—Beet, gs ^d., steadier Ort Henderson Jamaica arrived at

^nces arising from insurrection, 
addressed a Liberal meeting in Glasgow on Colonial m^^ Churchill
ference on British goods was passed, with the proviso insisting noon wh^ 8JJntln8 Pre‘

. Bank rate ra1Sed from per cent, to 5 per cent.-Beet, gs®id qS g °bh«atOry -

Thurs., Oct. nth.—<
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Sat., Oct. 13th. Cuba: Mr. Magoon, the new provisional Governor, issued a proclamation declaring that he will 
carry out Mr. Taft’s assurances, &c. Mr. Taft and General Funston left Cuba.—Mr. Asquith 
addressed his constituents at Lady bank.—Beet (morning call) 9s. ¿d., quiet

Sun., Oct. 14th.—Terrible explosion in the Wingate Colliery, near Castle Eden, Durham.
Mon., Oct. 15th.—Fiscal Reform : Letter from Lord Ridley in the Times.—The Lord Mayor of London entertained in 

Paris.—Beet, gs. 6d., quiet.
Tues., Oct. 16th.— Appointment of Sir Arthur Hardinge, Mr. Waldron Clarke, and Mr. Read to represent Great 

Britain on the Conference on the liquor traffic in Africa announced.—Mr. Haldane’s decision 
regarding the officers reported upon by the War Stores Commission published. (The Times, 
page g).—Beet, gs. 6fd., steady.

Wed., Oct. 17th.—Accident to the French submarine “ Lutin,” off Bizerta.—Remarkable hoax leading to the arrest of 
the Mayor of Kopenick, in Germany.—Beet, gs. 4d., flat.

Thurs., Oct. 18th.—The Hon. Ralph Williams, Governor-Elect of the Windward Islands, attended a meeting at the West 
India Committee Rooms.—Cyclone in Cuba.—Beet, gs. 4^d., quiet.

Fri., Oct. igth.—Bank rate raised to 6 per cent. Heavy fall of stocks. Beet, gs. 5d., quiet.
Sat., Oct. 20th.—Selby Abbey destroyed by fire.—Trafalgar Day. A wreath from the Jamaica Navy League figured 

among the tributes in Trafalgar Square.—Beet (morning call), gs. 4d., quiet.
Sun., Oct. 21st.—Col. Saunderson, M.P., died.
Mon., Oct. 22nd.—Statement by the British Guiana Rubber Corporation in the Press.—Beet, gs. 2^d., flat.
Tues., Oct. 23rd.—Parliament reassembled after the recess.

COMING EVENTS.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be oj 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.

Daily (Sun. excepted)—Mr. West’s animated photographs of the West Indies at the Polytechnic, Regent Street, at 3 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 24th.—Lecture on the West Indies by Mr. A. Clifton Kelway, at Stanford-le-Hope, Essex.
Thurs., Oct. 25th —Lecture on “ The Fate of Roman Dutch Law in the British Colonies,” by Mr. R. W. Lee, B.C.L., at 

University College. London.
Tues., Nov. 6th.—Lecture on the West Indies by Mr. A. Clifton Kelway, at Barnes.
Mon., Nov. 12th.— ,, ,, ,, ,, at Plaistow.
Tues., Nov. 13th.—Opening Meeting of the 3gth Session of the Royal Colonial Institute.
Dec. 4th and 5th.—Show of West Indian fruit at the Horticultural Hall.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters oj 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Wednesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for reply.

J.P.L.—Articles passed by the Collector of Customs in Trinidad as personal baggage or household effects of 
passengers are exempted from duty, but furniture is subject to a five per cent, ad valorem duty.

Ploughman.—The best time to plough land is when it is just moist enough to break up mellow, but neither wet enough 
to loosen the slack surface when rubbed by the mould board nor dry enough to break up in large clods. If rain follows 
wet ploughing, little harm results, but hot dry winds soon leave a mass only of unbreakable clods. In spring and summer 
ploughing it is of the utmost importance to run the harrow immediately after the plough, thus preventing the formation 
of clods. . .

Planter.—Your query opens up a question of great importance and intricacy. The heavier growth of seedlings 
naturally requires a greater amount of nourishment. On the other hand, their greater vitality means greater power of 
assimilation, and better utilisation of soil food. Every ton of cane takes so much out of the soil, and if twice the amount 
of cane can be grown than with Bourbon, it follows that more will have to be put back into th?soil in some way or the

The Rag.—The sugar crop in the different sugar countries of the world begins nominally as follows :—Cane sugar 
countries ; The West Indian Islands, Cuba excepted, early in January; Java, May, Australia, Fiji and the Argentine, 
June; Mauritius, August; Guiana, Peru, Venezuela, and Brazil, October; Lousiana, Texas, and Reunion September , 
Hawaii, November; Cuba, Mexico, British India, and the Philhpmes, December. Beet sugar countries. Europe, Sep- 
tember, Unit^ Information Office, Broadway. Westminster, who publish a pam-

decision.

THE WEST INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of Civil Servants, 

in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible. ,
XJ ™ T T 17 ha« returned to British Guiana and resumed the duties of his office.

Mr GP.: Stor-General, Barbados, has been granted an extension of two months' leave of 

absence from September 22nd.
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Dr. W. J. Von Winckler, District Medical Officer of British Guiana, is undergoing a course of studies at the 
London School of Tropical Medicine.

The Hon. Ralph Williams will, as at present arranged, leave for Grenada to assume the Government of the 
Windward Islands on January 2nd, 1907.

The leave of absence granted to the Hon. E. Bateson, Attorney-General, St. Lucia, has been extended to three 
months, and a further period of leave for two months has been granted.

Mr. Thomas Ireland, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S., &c., Government Medical Officer, British Guiana, has been granted 
an extension of leave of absence for two months and sixteen days from November 16th.

During the absence of the Hon. E. DuBoulay and the Hon. W. Peter, from St. Lucia, Mr. S. D Melville, J.P., 
and Mr. G. Lafitte have been appointed to act as Unofficial Members of the Legislative Council.

SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

The Bank Rate stands at 6 per cent, (changed on October 19th, 1906), and Consols (2^ per cent.) are 
qiLoted 85^.
The Demerara and Trinidad Electric Companies.

The gross earnings of the Demerara Electric Company for August, 1906, amounted to $10,505, an increase of $577, 
and the net earnings to $4,108, being an increase of $986 over the corresponding month in last year. The total increase 
in net earnings for the seven months of the present year amounts to ¿7,126 over the corresponding seven months of last 
year. The gross earnings of the Trinidad Electric Company, of Port of Spain, Trinidad, for August, 1906, amount to 
$15,949. The net earnings amount to $8,283.
The Demerara Railway Company, Limited.

The report of the directors for the half-year ended June 30th, states that the gross revenue was ¿22,690 6s. rod., 
and the gross expenditure ¿15,782 ns. 3d., and, leaving, after providing ¿1,400 debenture interest, the net revenue was 
¿5>5°7 J5S- 7^- Including the Government subsidy and the sum ¿6,250 brought forward, there is ¿12,274 18s. rod. 
available, and after providing the dividend for the half-year on extension preference shares the directors propose to pay 
an interim dividend for the half-year at the rate of 5 % per annum on the 7 % preference stock, to appropriate to renewal 
fund ¿1,500, and carry forward ¿1,649 18s. nd. The number of passengers carried during the six months under notice 
was as follows Demerara Railway, 156,831, against 137,124 in 1905 ; Berbice Railway, 27,767, against 20,581 in 1905 ; 
West Coast Railway, 52,164, against 50,473 in 1905. The tonnage of goods was—Demerara Railway, 23,679 tons, against 
16,308 tons in 1905 ; Berbice Railway, 3,214 tons, against 2,301 tons in 1905 ; West Coast Railway, 3,913 tons, against 
1,475 tons in I9°5- The balance on the Revenue account of the old railway is larger than it has been in the corresponding 
period for many years. While this is due primarily to a greater volume of traffic, it is satisfactory to know that the 
changes and improvements recently effected, and which have enabled the undertaking to be worked more economically 
have also materially contributed to this result. Recent advices from the Colony point to a continuance of good traffics 
during the current half-year, and in the whole circumstances the board have felt ’ustified in recommending an increase in 
the interim dividend on the preference stock at this time.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
Barbados (Messrs Wilkinson & Gaviller), October 19th. “ Heavy rains generally throughout 

the Island. ’ British Guiana (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), October 20th. “ Weather dry with 
local showers.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ending October 10th. 
Port Antonio : “ fine.” Kingston : 4th, 5th, 6th, fine ; 7th, cloudy ; 8th, 9th, fine; 10th, cloudy.

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Home Arrivals per R.M S P “ La Plata ” (Cant m r t™™! Mr‘ and MrS' Carlos PoetiMParentini, ^^

Sanson, Mr Juan Magdaleno, Mr. Rivas Santana, Mr. Manuel Permuy, Mr. Samuel A. D. Punch, Mr f T de ßSssTere 
^Ckma™ Creemdge, Mr. W. D. Nash, Mr. J. Rodriguez, Mr. T. Starkey Mr A H MrTntosh Mr’ 

Scott, Mr. Petrie, Mr. A. R. Macdonald, Mr. Jas. Herbert, Mr. H. Herbert, Mr J Boldingh ’ ' ’ ’

children, Mr. A T Hammond Mr and 1Z' e q S' Jacks°n- Mr. E A. Hollmann, Mr. and Mrs. A. Tello and two 
Mr. Suldey, Mr. Feldwick, Mr^. Fräse/Mr Al^ M? u? R Fiera- Mr- E Destange,
Mr. John Madkos, Mr. John Jenkins Mr John Roberts Mr ’ /vr Ai C- Creose, two Masters Gibbons,
Geo. Carrington, Mr. aid Mrs. Pelham YoX Miss Verteil M r ni? ' W“*’ Mr Hu§h M^rdle, Mr.
Henderson, Mr. Young, Mrs. Grell, Mr. Bishop^Mr. Whysall. ’ °* °1Ver’ Mrs‘ ^llkes a^d family, Mr. and Mrs.

childre/To/aiid^ aJm/s GC^ 7o :~Mr and Mrs' Schreier and two

Mr. and Mrs. Cooper and child M . W Hart Mr and Mrs Smith ?udson’ Mrs’ S™th, Miss Hunt, Mr. Geo. Dillon, 
R. Arthur, Mr. G.Challenor, Mrs. and tw^Misses R C' Cummins, Mr. and Mrs.
Miss Archibald, Mr. L. S. Fernandes, Miss H Fernandes Mr ifMrs‘ Pinheiro, Miss S. Harford,
Dr. and Mrs. Adolf Urich and child, A.l MS, S^A. h“mY^
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Mr. Fred Hotchkiss, Mr. and Mrs. Churchill, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Stollmeyer, Miss E. Kendall Rev Fr Cantwell 
Mr. M Goodridge Rev. Herwald R. Davies, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. H. de Lewis and Miss E. de Lewis Mr and Mrs’ 
Goodville, two children and maid, Mrs. Zapata, Rt. Rev Lord Bishop of Guiana, Mr D K Jardine Rev O’Reillv' 
Mr. John S. Burn, Mr. M. Wright, Mr. Carl Vogeler, Mr. John Reece, Mr. and Mrs. Aguilar and child Rev Thos 
Dermady, Mr. H. Stanton, Mr. Julien Opstacle, Mr. Wm. Rose, Mr. O. Harley, Mrs. Jas. Schoener, Mr. Carl Barthing' 
Mr. Jas. Mills, Mr. Carl Sterzl, Master Geo. Owen, Miss Martin.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S. “Orinoco” (Capt. L. R. Pearce), November 21st:—Mr. and Mrs G S 
Manning, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Shepherd, Mr. and Mrs. W. Ashley Bovell, Miss Gooding, Mr. and Mrs. Pitcher Mrs 
Tredgood, Mrs. McEwen, Mr. W. Clarke, two Misses Clarke, Sir Kenneth W. Cumming, Bart., Mrs. Seabrook’ Miss 
Woolcombe, Col. and Mrs. Bridges, Mr. Michael Barrett, Rev. J. S. and Mrs. Wilson.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. “Port Henderson” (Capt. 
W. R. Rowe), October 10th. Jamaica:—Capt. Griffiths, Mr. D. L. Kerr, Mr. A. E. Myers, Mr. J. D. Mitchell, Miss 
C. G. Pearman, Mr. J. E. Sharp, Gunner Garrod.

Sailings per R.M.S. “Port Henderson” (Capt. W. R. Rowe), Oct. 20th. JamaicaCaptain Anderson, 
Rev. W. Baillie, Mr. J. Banks, Major A. E. Barchard, Mr. C. Reid-Campbell, Miss F. M. Coke, Mr. P. A. Craven,’ 
Mr. W. M. Cochran, Mr. H. H. Cousins, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Chisholm, Miss Delisser, Lieut. J. A. Edgeworth, Mr’ 
J. W. Gordon, Mr. R. S. Haughton, Mr. J. Henderson, Mr. A. Henderson, Mr. W. E. Hollands, Mr. A. S. Hodges,’ Mr. 
and Mrs. M. D. Harrell and infant. Dr. and Mrs. H. Joslen and Master Joslen, Mr. W. H. Johnson, Master Johnson, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Kerr and two children, Miss H. M. Kerr, Rev. and Mrs. S. Loveridge, Mr. W. J. McLean, Mrs. 
McFarlane and two children, Mr. and Mrs. Macpherson, the Hon. J. W. Mitchell, Dr. W. Peter, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. 
Parker, Mr. Pratt, Miss Shannon, Mr. J. E. Sherlock, Mrs. E. W. Lucie Smith, Mr. R. Simmons, Mrs. Vinen, Lieut. 
C. E. Wright, Mr. P. Chotel, Mr. F. Gaze. Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Hole and child, Mr. C. F. Morgan, Mr. H. Nutt Mr. T. 
Robinson, Miss J. M. Smith. Kingston :—Mrs. Noble and two children, Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Rowland.

MAIL ARRANGEMENTS.
Outward Mails.

Date.

Oct. 24

Nov.

Destination.

Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, 
and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica, and Trinidad

Barbados and Trinidad ...
Demerara and W. I. Islands (Jam­

aica excepted)
Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia 

and Dominica), Grenada, Trini­
dad and Demerara

Jamaica
Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada,

Port of Dep.

Southampton 
Liverpool

*Glasgow

Dartmouth
Avon mouth

Company.

R.M.S.P.Co.
Leyland Line

Direct Line

Direct Line
I.D.W.I.M.S.

Packet. Closing for 
Letters in Ldn

Oct. 23, mdn’t.
31.

“ Crown of Castille ” Nov. 1, 6 p.m.

2, noon.
2, fóp.m.

and Demerara), St. Lucia, 
nica and Trinidad

., Domi-

Date.
Oct. 24

„ 29
Nov. 6

Southampton

Homeward
Where From.

Jamaica
The West Indies
Jamaica

Port of Arrival.
Avonmouth 
Southampton 
Avonmouth

R.M.S.P.Co.

Mails.
Company.

I.D.W.I.M.S.
R.M.S.P. Co.
I.D.W.I.M.S.

6, mdn’t.

Packet.
“ Port Royal ”
“ Trent ”
‘ ‘ Port Kingston ’ ’

* Letters must be addressed “ Per Private S.S. Crown of Castille. fin E.C. District up to 8 p.m.

‘ ‘ La Plata r 
“ Yucatan ”

2

2

3
7

‘ ‘ Saba’ ’
‘ ‘ Port Royal ’ ’

“ Trent ”

EXPORTS OF PRODUCE FROM THE WEST INDIES.
Barbados. British Guiana. Jamaica. Trinidad.

Jan. i to Sept. 29.
1906 1905

Grenada.

Jan 
1906

i to Sept. 24
1905

Jan. i 
1906

to Sept. 29
1905

April i 
1906

to Sept. 16.
1905

Oct.
1906

i to Sept. 30.
1905

Sugar........................ 49,680 37,O74Tns. 50.403 41,957 Tons. 8540 6571 Tons. 505,021 279,284Bgs.&Brls. 
, 2581 2887Puns. 1

...

Molasses .............. 60,919 38,119 Pns. 2910 2024 Puns.
j 266 178 Tres. i
( 102 165 Brls. / ...

Rum ........................
Cattle Food and

10,618 9120 Puns. 956,903 726,332 Galls. 1130 349 Puns. ...

Molascuit 
Cocoa...

6048
I Ç.Q27

3737 Tons.
45.247 ,bs. 35,749 16,222 Cwts. 21,520,610 30,468,675 lbs. 54,244 64,319 Bags

Coffee........................ 15,560 12,564 „ 16,960 ii,93° ,, ...

Coconuts 
Copra........................  
Cotton .............. 
Cotton Seed 
Asphalt

51,088 244.171 2,963,457

15,165

2,116,231

28,935 lbs.

8,758,105 7,433,OI7 
13,085 8347 Bags.

106,010 89,466 Tons.

1014
5692

703 Bales.
4745 Bags.

Oranges ... ... 15,826,636 18,010,745
Bananas .............
Pimento 
Spice ...

... 8,827,882
36,127

8,785,890 Bchs.
33,415 Cwts.

...
ui 
O 
z

/5493 
1 602 
I 512

5359 Brls.
694 j-Brls.
648 Cases

Gold 66,006 65.542 OZS. (0 ' 132 217 Bags,
Diamonds 1997 3916 carats.
Rice 798,938 30,195 lbs-
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY.
Sugar.—The first three estimates of the present European beet crops, as they are now supposed to look, issued by 

the usual prophets have appeared, and they do not vary to any important extent, the smallest deficiency in Convention 
Europe being given at 710,000 tons and the largest at 890,000 tons. For all Europe the deficiencies were placed at 380,000 
tons and 550,000 tons respectively. What concerns this country chiefly is Convention Europe, and if the reduction in 
this group, as given above, is borne out, the position of sugar is undoubtedly very sound. Of course, no definite reliance 
can be placed on these estimates, made so early in the season, and they may have to be modified as time goes on. Here
are the figures :—-

Convention Europe
Russia and other countries

CROP ESTIMATES.
F. O. LICHT.

1905/6 1906/7
5,550,000 4,840,000
1,400,000 1,730,000

OTTO LICHT.

1906/7
4,715,000
1,685,000

GIESECKEN.

1906/7
4,660,000 Tons.
1,810,000

6,950,000 6,570,000 6,400,000 6,470,000 ,,
These figures are causing many fluctuations in the prices of 88% beet, and are variously considered by the bulls and bears, 
who unfortunately rule the sugar markets of the world. The present season may well be one of many surprises, revolutions 
and cyclones, and the old landmarks of comparative prices and comparative stocks may prove of little value, except inasmuch 
as they furnish a history record. The following figures may be useful therefore from this point of view, if from no other.

Opening Quotations of 88% beet, 1st October:—
1906.

9s. 7|d.
1905. 1904.

8s. 8|d. Us. 4jd.
Visible Supplies, 1st October, even dates:— 

991,0,000 1,117,000 1,170,000 1,530,000 1,480,000
The feature here is the increase of Visibles we have carried over

1903. 1902.
8s. 9fd. 6s. 8d.

1897.
8s. 7d.

igor. I goo. i8gg. 1898.
7s. 6£d. 10s. Od. 9s. 5fd. 9s. 8d.

736,000 404,000 670,000 717000 931,000 Tons.
the last five years, which is of less importance now than 

it would have formerly been, bearing in mind the expanding Consumption of the world.
The moment’s quotations of 88% beet on the 22nd October were as follows:—October, 9s. 2^d. ; Nov., 9s. i^d. ; 

December, 9s. i|d. ; January/March, 9s. 3d. ; May, 9s. 4^d. ; August, 
all free on board, Hamburg.

9s. 6^d., and October/December, 1907, 9s. od..

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States
Cuba...
Afloat

on uneven dates are as follows :—
1906 1905 1904 1903 1902

710,000 580,000 770,000 1,160,000 1,130,000
180,000 230,000 150,000 140,000 170,000
20,000 150,000 — 130,000 100,000

100,000 110,000 230,000 110,000 140,000

1.010,000 1,070,000 1,150,000 1,540,000 1,540,000
8s. 9|d. 7s. 6|d.

Tons

10s. Il|d.
Total

Quotations of 88% Beet, 22nd Oct.:— 9s. 2|d. 8s. 2fd.
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—The demand for yellow crystallised remains somewhat languid, the Trade waiting for the 

new Demerara, now beginning to arrive. The Importers who hold only a small part of the existing stocks in London do 
not press sales, and the value of average qualities remains 16s. 6d., with a general range of 15s. 6d. to 17s. 6d. For a 
cargo of 96 centrifugals to Refiners, us. could possibly be obtained on floating terms.

Molasses Sugar. Continues in good demand at ns. to 11s. 3d. for low qualities, with 2s. duty, and at 12s. to 
13s. for small lots of grocery. To arrive, 89 test is worth about 8s. gd. in bond, on floating conditions.

Muscovado.—There is very little doing, and prices of grocery kinds 
is worth somewhere about gs. gd. on floating terms.

West India Figures since 1st Jan.: 
Imports. ... ...
Deliveries
Stocks, 1st Oct. ... ....

Quotations of average qualities, 22nd Oct. :
Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for 9 months

To Refiners, 89 testare somewhat uncertain.

1906. 1905- 1904. 1903 1902.
46,000 33.000 36,000 20,000 56,000 Tons.
39.000 33.000 39,000 34,000 35.00° ,,
16,000 9000 9000 14,000 33,000

16s. 6d. 16s. Od. 18s. 9d. 15s. 9d. 14s. Od.

Home Consumption 
Stocks 30th Sept. 

Stocks in London, 15th Oct. : 
J amaica 
Demerara ...
Total of all kinds

There are still no arrivals of

1906.
9300
3600

19,700

1906.
2,590,000
7,340,000

1905-
9300
4900

22,200
Demerara and consequently no business, 

crops come in. In the meantime, values are quite nominal. ' 
Leewards and other Foreign kinds are quoted gd. to is. 2d.

Cocoa.—Board of Trade Returns for 9 months :

Jamaica is steady at

Imports 
Home Consumption 
Stocks 30th Sept.

Stocks in London, 15th Oct. : 
Trinidad ... 
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

Prices remain steady, but the tone of the market is

1906.
19.635
15.638

4886
1906.

11,300
5200

60,100
quite uncertain.

1905.
2,500,000
8,210,000

1904.
10,900

7200
25,700

1904.
2,620,000 Galls. 
9,670,000 ,, 
1903.

11,100 Puns.
6800 ,,

28,300 ,,
Better prices may be hoped for when the 
2s. 2d. for Standard Home Trade Marks.

1905-
21,400
12,400
80,400

1905.
18,168
14.557

5755
1904.

28,300
13.200
94.300

The trifling available lotscompeted for by the smaHer manufacturers, but the chief o?es display° noanxiety abouche“
onlv SUDDOrterS thft marl-pfc nf thb tt.Arlrl --------■ _1 . , J J _ luuuie.

1904.
21,956 Tons.
15.340 •>

6605 
1903.

16,500 Bags.
9800 ,,

63,700
of West India are

only suoDorters of the m^ C • ?neS dlSplay n° anxiety about the future. Speculators are the
Maiks 60^^^^ The nommal quotations are as follows : Trinidad fair collected, 68s., Estate
up to 66s 75 ’ ’ ’ and fermented> 63s- to 66s. From other Islands fair is worth 60s., and fermented

Coffee.—Steady. Good ordinary Jamaica, 42s 
rrb'sa^^X^^a  ̂ at 8id.. to5. at bjd,

TS. 3d. to ts. 4d„ dark, at rs. 2d„ and broken at is. pimentoi-^ 5 'S' - redd'Sh'

manufa^u^ H° SaleS haVe reCently tr^P^d. P^ces being nominally unchanged, viz. : 2gd. for good

value, 2s. 6d. to 2s. gd^ DistilleTdi!? welk/value, ^d^toas^d Unchanged’ at ¿2I 6d. Hand Pressed, lower
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15 Seething Lane, London,
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The Right Rev. Bishop Mitchinson, 
D.C.L., D.D., F.G.S.

Telegrams: “ Cabib, London.” Telephone : 6642 Central.

T
he Report on the Blue Book of Jamaica for 

1904, the belated appearance of which was 
recently the subject of criticism in these columns, 
continues to go the rounds of the Press. The 
daily papers were good enough to insert a letter 
from the Secretary of the West India Committee 
explaining the exceptional causes which gave 
rise to the gloomy and despondent character of 
the report, and calling attention to the remark­
able resiliency shown by the revenue and 
industries of the Island since the close of that 
year. Now, however, the monthly papers have 
taken up the cry, and we find the Journal of the 
Society of Arts stating that the Island “is in any­
thing but a prosperous condition;” “Jamaica 
does not thrive,” and so forth. Considering that 
the report was unaccompanied by any explana­
tion of the causes which brought about a year of
depression, the Journal may be well excused for 
being under a misapprehension as to the financial 

position of the Island which is, at the present 
time, extremely satisfactory: In this connection 
the report of the Hon. A. H. Miles, Collector- 
General of Jamaica, on the excise, internal 

. 1 a'^ oTQt March last is important reading, giving, as it
revenue and customs for the financial year ending 3
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does, encouraging proofs of the increasing prosperity of the Island. The Customs collection for the 
year 1905-6 amounted to ¿389,509, an increase of no less than ¿"39,933 on the previous year, and this 
result was achieved in spite of the repeal of the 6 per cent, surtax at the end of February, which 
affected the Customs for the last month of the official year. A noticeable feature in the receipts was 
the decrease of about ¿"7,000 on food-stuffs, and the large increase in proceeds of the ad valorem duties 
of ¿"21,821, pointing as it does to the people not having to depend so much upon imported food, 
while their outside purchasing power has increased. The total value of the imports amounted to 
^1,837,774, an increase of no less than ¿"252,926 on the figures of'the preceding year. But little 
change was noticeable in the distribution of the imports between the countries from which they came, 
although there was a slight diminution in the proportion coming from the United States, the percentage 
being 39% as against 42.8% for 1904-5, and an increase from Canada of 8.1% as against 5.9%. Mr. Miles 
alludes to the value of the increasing tourist traffic, and reckons the expenditure of the tourists in the 
Island as ¿To for each of the 7,000 tourists, or ¿"70,000 per annum—an appreciable amount. The value 
of the exports amounted to ¿*1,843,180, an increase of ¿"406,455 on the preceding year, the distribution 
of these being in the proportion of 19.3% to the United Kingdom ; 57.4% to U.S. America; 6.1% to 
Canada; and 17.2% to other countries. Fruit occupies the most important position in the exports, 
amounting to 55% of the value of the whole; coffee coming next with 7.6%; sugar following with 
6.9%, and rum with 5.6%. Mr. Miles mentions the stimulus given to the sugar industry by the abolition 
of bounties, which has resulted in the erection of better machinery and in closer attention to manufac­
ture, and the following gives the value of the principal exports for the last three financial years :—

1905-6. 1904-5- 1903-4-
.................................................. ¿972,273 ¿601,816 ¿718,525

C°ffee •” ............... — 134,283 85,173 112,005
bugar ... ... ... ... 122,328 116,366 121,722

The banana industry rose to an export of 14,981,147 bunches, as against 8,903,739 for 1904-5, but 
Mr. Miles alludes to the character of the bananas and fruit now shipped, which is inferior, in spite 
of an increasing world’s demand for fruit, and when the cultivations of Central America are now 
threatening to reduce the importance of the Jamaica plantations. This depreciation in quality is a 
most serious matter, and requires the urgent attention of the growers, but we see no reason why, now 
that attention has been called to it, a return to former excellence should not be brought about. Of 
the above quantity shipped for the year under review, the U.S. of America received 13,703,363 
bunches, the United Kingdom 1,217,901, and Canada 57,611 bunches. Speaking of the orange 
industry, Mr. Miles, while maintaining that Jamaica is capable of supplying oranges which need not 
fear rivalry, says that it is an industry in which there is keen competition, and which can only come 
to full development by being jealously safeguarded by the adoption of the most intelligent methods 
of marketing. The principal markets to which oranges were sent are :_

United Kingdom
United States America
Canada
Other Countries

1905-6.
21,640,730
44,801,671

7.479.875
581,275

1904-5- 
18,683,600 
47.441.518

6,150,640
777.350

1903-4- 
12,160,650 
64,225,690
4.515.850
1,728,350

74.503.551 73,O53.io8 82,630,540
The distribution of the lands of Jamaica is stated to be:__

Tilled land 
Guinea Grass ... 
Commons
Wood and Ruinate

246,373 acres.
125,687
445.151

1,261,900 ,,

,r. . . 2,079,111
IS represents an increase of 28,477 acres, or 13% on tilled lands; 3,868 acres, or 4% on
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pastoral land; and a decrease of 34,878 acres, or 2% in wood and ruinate.
tilled land is given as—

Acres. 
1905-6.

Canes ... 26,838
Coffee ...
Cocoa-nuts

27.765
10,318

Bananas
Cacao ...

59.958 
6,021

Ground Provisions 113,029
Minor items 2,444

The classification of the

Acres.
Average of 4 years.

25.858
27,223
11,646
36,846
4.421

110,650
1,252

246,373 217,896

The increase in grass land points to greater attention being paid to cattle raising, and a hope 
is expressed that the recently developed demand for cattle in the neighbouring Republic of Cuba 
may lead to a definite trade in that direction. Altogether Mr. Miles’ report shows a most satis­
factory position in the agricultural development of Jamaica, a position which there is every reason to 
believe will be strengthened year by year. We may, therefore, look to the future with confidence.

The Maritime Journal, a Canadian periodical, has something to say in a recent issue as regards the 
relation of the West Indian planters to the Canadian refiners in connection with the preferential 

tariff, and our articles thereon. As to the stipulation that payment of any of the preference by the refiners 
on West Indian sugars over those coming from foreign countries should be conditional on such sugar being 
carried by Messrs. Pickford and Black’s steamers, our contemporary considers that this condition was 
inserted in the contracts not only from business, but also from patriotic motives, and is in line with 
the resolution discussed at the last session of the Canadian Parliament, proposing to limit the 
preference on British goods to those imported through Canadian ports. If the latter was the object 
of the stipulation, surely the end would have been attained equally as well by stipulating that the sugar 
should be delivered at Canadian ports as by insisting on any particular line of steamers. As a matter 
of fact we have every reason to believe that the refiners had more in view their own convenience as 
to the supply at that particular period than any patriotic motive, and did not wish to have too much raw 
sugar on hand at the time. Again, it is stated that the dissatisfaction in the West Indies with the 
result of the operation of the preference was due to the growers of sugar contending that they should 
benefit to the full amount of the preference. This is not the case. For some time, in fact until the 
last crop, owing to the large excess of supply over demand, the growers received little or none of the 
benefit of the preferential tariff. The West Indian planters never claimed the whole of it, but 
they did and do expect to get their proper share. Our recommendation that a refinery should be 
established in Canada, by and under the control of the West Indian planters, is, says the Maritime 
Journal, based upon ignorance of trade conditions in Canada, as it is only in the last year or two that 
the refiners have ceased to lose money, and even now they seldom operate full time, while a West 
Indian refinery would be handicapped by the preference given to the Canadian refineries by the 
wholesale trade. In reply to this, we may say that a refining interest with practically complete 
control of the sugar entitled to the preference to the extent of over ^1 a ton, would be a formidab e 
antagonist in the way of competition. We trust, however, that matters will not go so far as this, 
and hope to find the solution of the question in the rapidly increasing consumption of the Dominion. 
Last year this amounted to 200,000 tons, out of which 145,000 tons were from uiana an t e
West Indies, and as soon as the demand increases to an extent sufficient to call for the entire Wes 
Indian supply, say, 200,000 tons of refining sugar in the eastern ports, the West Indian planters will 
be in a position to control the situation and to claim an equitable proportion of the preference without 

. flip Canadian refiners on their own ground. Weresorting to such an extreme measure as opposing the C .
. . , . . J • • ra that the West Indian planters look for a fair andhiust again point out, and state in no indecisive terms,, t
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proper share of the preference. To expect and hold out for the whole under ordinary conditions 
would be unreasonable and impolitic, as the refiners would, in that case, have no special inducement 
toprefer West Indian sugars. But the want of true reciprocal feeling which the refiners have manifested 
will not improve matters when West Indian planters have that voice in the question that increased 
Canadian demand will give them.

Mr. Harold Hamel Smith, the editor of Tropical Life, in an article which he has contributed to 
our columns, raises an interesting question as to how it is that the production of cacao in 

Trinidad shows such a much smaller increase of late years than that of the Portuguese Islands of 
San Thome and Principe, which is increasing very rapidly. In spite of the fact that the area of these 
two Portuguese Islands, is only 420 square miles, as compared with Trinidad’s 1,754, the exports of 
cacao from San Thome and Principe are now practically double those of Trinidad’s record year, which 
was 1903-4. Mr. Hamel Smith is unable to arrive at any definite conclusion as to how this state of 
affairs arises, and we confess that we also are unable satisfactorily to account for it, unless the cause 
can be attributed to the immense stimulus given to the cacao industry of San Thome and Principe by 
the system of practical slavery which we have shown to exist there. This system naturally would give 
planters not only greater profits, but increased facilities for cultivating the land, while labour in 
Trinidad is very much more costly, and by no means too plentiful. The question is a deeply interest­
ing one, and we hope that the leading cacao planters will favour us with their views regarding it, to 
which we shall be extremely pleased to give publicity in our columns. It is possible that the natural 
conditions in San Thome and Principe may be more favourable for producing quantity, though Trinidad 
can fairly claim pre-eminence in the matter of quality, in spite of the somewhat alarmist report of 
Mr. Stockdale regarding cacao disease, to which we referred in our last issue.

THE RIGHT REV. BISHOP MITCHINSON.
The subject of our portrait in the present issue has occupied the position of Master of Pem­

broke College, Oxford, and Canon of Gloucester since February, 1899 5 but he is best known to West 
Indians in connection with Codrington, the beautifully situated college on the windward coast of Bar­
bados, as Principal of which he has acted ; as Bishop of Barbados and the Windward Islands from 
1873 to 1881, and Coadjutor to the Bishop of Antigua from 1879 to 1882. He was educated at 
Durham College and the college of which he is now Master. To put it in the Oxford vernacular he 
is a treble first, having taken firsts in Mods, in Litterae Humaniores and in Natural Science He 
was elected a Fellow of his College and President of the Union. On leaving the ’Varsitv he 
became Assistant Master in the Merchant Tailors’ School, and subsequently Headmaster of the Kings’ 
School, Canterbury, 1859-73. From 1871-99 he was Honorary Canon of Canterbury, and for three 
different years select preacher at Oxford, and Ramsden preacher in 1883, and Oxford in 1900. When 
he left the West Indies his interest in his old associations did not cease, and he was a signatory to 
he WPTt cndS ?ustentatlon °f Codrington College, Barbados, which were collected7by

the West India Committee at the instance of the Hon. A. C. Ponsonby, one of its members. 7

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
. At a meeting of the Executive held on Thursday, November ist, Mr Spencer H Curtis 

presiding, the following were elected Members of the West India Committee L P ’
Name.

C. W. Daniels, m.b., m.r.c.s. 
Benjamin Thompson (B. Guiana). 
Henry J. Rudolf (Jamaica). 
George S. Hudson (St. Lucia). 
Dr. J. M. de Freitas (B. Guiana). 
R. J. Simpson (St. Lucia). 
Leonard M. Roach (B. Guiana). 
William Pitcher (Barbados).
J. S. Harding.

We may remind readers that

Proposer.
Dr. W. von Winckler.
F. N. Martinez.
W. Gillespie.
E. L. Marshall.
F. N. Martinez.

F.
F.
F.

C. Seale.
N. Martinez.
N. Martinez.
I. Scard.

by virtue of Rule IV. of the

Seconder.
C. A. Campbell.
Sir Henry K. Davson.
E. A. de Pass.
R. Rutherford.
Sir Henry K. Davson.
S. D. Melville.
Edward R. Davson.
Edward R. Davson.
Spencer H. Curtis.

West India Committee, sub-*
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scriptions from new members elected during the last three months of any year are held as on 
account of the year beginning on the following January 1st. Thus, members elected in November and 
December of this year, will, on paying their subscriptions, not be required to renew them until 
January 1st, 1908. Full particulars regarding Membership and application forms for Candidates 
may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, Seething 
Lane, London, E.C.

CANE SUGAR OR BEET ?

By F. I. Scard, F.I.C.

In the following remarks on the relationship of cane and beet sugar, it is not my intention to 
go into technical details regarding the two products, but rather, as simply as possible, to review 
the principal points of the two industries, pointing out briefly the salient conditions which lead to 
variations in manufacture and difference in value of the products, and to the present position industrially 
of the two.

The early history of the sugar cane is shrouded in obscurity. It appears to have been well 
known to the ancients. Herodotus knew of it, and Theophrastus alludes to it as the “ sugar reed ” 
of Egypt, although it is quite possible that this might have been one of the sorghum family. In the 
7th century, Paulus Aegenitus speaks of sugar as “ Indian salt,” and from the evident Sanskrit origin 
of the word sugar, there is little doubt that the far East must have been its place of origin. The 
Crusaders came across it in Syria, and one of them, De Vitriaco, described the process of manufacture 
by squeezing and boiling down the juice. The sugar cane was brought into Spain by the Moors, and 
to the Spaniards is due its introduction into Hispaniola or Cuba, where in 1578 there were as many 
as twenty-eight sugar works in operation, and thence to the other West Indian Islands.

Like all members of the “ grass ” family, the sugar cane is capable of propagation from seed, 
but in those varieties which have been cultivated industrially, it has been the custom to reproduce 
them from cuttings, each joint having a bud, which in the growing part of the cane is capable, under 
suitable conditions, of development into a new cane. In this way the natural methods of reproduction 
had been lost sight of until quite recently, so much so that it had been generally accepted that the 
sugar cane could not be propagated from its seed. . .

Recent researches have shown, however, that although cultivation bad considerably diminis e 
the fertility of the seed, it has been possible to raise canes therefrom, the difficulty, however, increasing 
with the degree to which the cane has been cultivated, e.g., the Bourbon, which is pro a y t e mos 
cultivated cane grown, being the most difficult to reproduce in this way. This re- iscovere power, 
however, is now being utilised in the direction of the raising of new varieties o cane, w 1C UP * 
recently could only be done by careful selection. So developed is the tendency of the sugar cane to 
hark back to old types from previous haphazard fertilisations, that this process is a en e w 
infinity of trouble. It is not an uncommon thing among the hundreds of seedlings, whichmay^ge -
nate from the sowing of a single “arrow,” for them to show almost as many 1 eren ¿¿rinp- the 
following of these seedlings through the earlier stages of their life, the se <ecion o the
observation of several years in the nursery and educational periods un 1 e e~ . , botanist
estates for practical trials, forms one of the most arduous studies of the tropic^
It is not too much to say that the dozen or thereabouts of new vane ies Y aPPdlinp-s & Recently 
on estates in the West Indies represent selections from hundreds of thousands of see g .
however, the Imperial Department of Agriculture have been able to see the y 
known varieties, a botanical feat the difficulties of which have hitherto been looked upon as insur 
mountable, and it is hoped that in this way an enormous amount of labour may be saved a 
definitely ¿edigreed canes obtained, although the tendency to atavism mentioned already always 

be a source of trouble. _ _ . ,
The Origin of the Beet Industry.

Beet has little of the romance and mystery of the -gar^cane^ £

generations, belonging to the order Beta, which. me u eh Empire,’when Napoleon, seeing the 
sprang, however, into prominence at the time of the Revolution, conceived the idea of
supply of sugar cut off from France as the result o the war ot^he Kev 
an internal sugar industry, which would ensure sug offered a prize for a practical
country independent of the British Colonies in ^¿^et^ led to its first
method of utilising the known sugar qualities o to the onslaughts of British cruisers
manufacture by Chlptal in 1829. The result of anyth^ else tended to injure the
has been the development of an industry whlc^ , generally happens, and even Napoleon with 
British West Indian Colonies. It is the unexpected that generally PP
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all his dreams of the future, could not have foreseen this practical realisation of his animosity to 
Great Britain.

The sugar beet belongs essentially to a temperate climate ; all that it requires is a fair rainfall 
and moderate conditions of soil, with manurial treatment. It is an excellent example of what can 
be done in the direction of improvement by science stimulated by trade requirements. The sugar 
content of the beet has been nearly doubled by careful selection and cross fertilisation, while at the 
same time the weight of the individual beet has been increased ; but in comparing the progress of the 
beet improvement with that of the sugar cane, it must not be forgotten that in the beet exist the most 
favourable conditions for scientific work, while with the sugar cane the difficulties, for reasons already 
given, are enormous. Anyhow, it now happens that the beet frequently contains more sugar than the 
sugar cane.

As beet is grown from seed and is not liable to the same eccentricities of variation that the 
sugar cane is, the ordinary method of obtaining new varieties by cross fertilisation is easily carried out, 
and the great progress made in its improvement—which, I may say, appears to have reached pretty 
nearly high water mark—is due to this cause.

Comparing the composition of the sugar cane and sugar beet in a ripe condition, it may be said 
that under present conditions the cane contains about the same amount of sugar as the beet, two or 
three times as much albuminous matter, and about one-third or less of fibre. An essential difference 
lies in the cane invariably containing a small amount of glucose, or uncrystallisable sugar, varying 
with the degree of ripeness of the cane, while beet contains practically none. Another distinctive item 
is in the beet containing an appreciable amount of gummy matters, an objectionable feature in manu- 
facture, and from which a good ripe cane is practically free. The beet also contains a higher 
percentage of mineral matter than the sugar cane.

So much for the plants themselves. We now come to the question of the respective juices, 
which contain the soluble portion of the constituents of the cane, and apart from the ordinary chemical 
characters, we at once strike a difference of the greatest importance to the subject—the difference of 
flavour. The great characteristic of cane juice is its lusciousness, a flavour quite different to the cold 
sweetness of the beet juice. In fact, the juices seem to have assimilated the characteristics of the 
climates to which they belong, the one warm and glowing, the other cold and disheartening; and par­
ticular attention should be drawn to this question of flavour of the juice, as it has an important 
bearing on the essential differences between the two classes of sugar. Cane juice forms a charming 
and refreshing drink, especially if it has been allowed to become slightly sour, and it is frequently 
given, when the opportunity presents itself, to consumptives. No one, however, would think of beet 
juice as a drink either for pleasure or for dietetic reasons.

Advantages in Cane Sugar Manufacture.
Regarding the utility of sugar cane and sugar beet for manufacturing purposes, and taking one 

consideration with another, it may be said that while to the first treatment of the extraction of sugar 
m-^e form °f juice, beet lends itself better than cane, the subsequent working of the juice is easier 
with cane than with beet juice, owing to the absence of the gummy matters and large amount of salts 
which the latter contains.

I he generally adopted mode of extraction from cane is by crushing, double or treble mills, 
a previous “crusher ” being occasionally used, and water employed to moisten the crushed canes 
between the last mills; while for beet the principle of diffusion is almost invariably employed. In 
wXr 6 ml 1S S tCed uP lnt°sn?a11 Pellets’ “ cossettes,” and these subjected to successive infusions in 
74^ lhe exhausted slices coming m contact with the water itself, while the weak juice 
n thfUS °ktamed /oes to ext.ract the less exhausted and so on—this with the view of reducing the
for whieh°k 7 “."-y ,to,a The residue from the mill treatment of cane is used as fuel,
bination o XT adapted, while the beet product forms a valuable food for cattle. Recently a com- 

emP'°y?d for cane> ‘he crushed cane, or “ megass ” from a single 
fXnaces. “ 6 ’ the reSldue further crushed in order Prepare it for the

yyhen the treatment of the juice obtained by either of these processes is come to the different

the excess of hme bemg removed at each stage by carbonic or tulphurous^acld““in
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gums and albuminous matters are got rid off, but the effect of the excess of lime on the latter is to 
develop a considerable quantity of ammonia and ammoniacal products, which convey the impression 
as to the raw sugar that its proper position in life is the manure heap. On the other hand, cane juice, 
which should be practically free from gums, and contains a much smaller proportion of albuminous 
matter, requires a relatively small amount of lime for clarification, which is fortunate, as the glucose, or 
uncrystallisable sugar it contains—and which the beet does not—would prohibit the use of an 
excessive quantity of lime on account of the coloration produced. The result of being able to 
produce a satisfactory clarification with a small amount of lime is that the flavour, the naturally rich 
flavour, of cane juice is more or less preserved, and is traceable right through the manufacture, appear­
ing in the sugar to an extent which depends upon the degree to which it is refined. In fact, with the 
class of sugar termed “Demerara” crystals, the whole aim of the manufacture, and to which end phos­
phoric acid is used, is by restoring the acidity of the juice after neutralising with lime, to reproduce 
the natural flavour characteristic of the juice, and maintain it throughout the manufacture.

The beet molasses also contains a much larger proportion of potash salts than the cane, and 
these, which interfere largely with crystallisation, require removal before satisfactory results are 
obtained.

(To be continued}.

SUGAR IN MAURITIUS.
The report of M. Boname, the Director of the Agricultural Station of Mauritius for the year 

1905 has been published. Speaking of the sugar crop M. Boname observes that although this did 
not reach to that of 1903, it can still be classed among the good ones in view of returns, the yield 
of cane more than compensating for the poorness of the juice. Unhappily the prices of 1904 were not 
maintained, and hopes based upon them consequently not realised. The tonnage of sugar received up to 
April 15th, as compared with the rainfall was as follows :—

For the year. 
69.8 inch 
80
49-1 »
56.5
67-5 >, 
42.6 „ 
48-6 „
68.4 „ 
54-6 » 
56-9 „
80.9 „

1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

Rainfall

For the cutivation season.
67.1 inch
88.0 „
3°-7 „
71.0 „
69.9 „
40.1 ,,
46.8 „
71-0 „
62.5 „
5^5 „
82.3 „

Sugar.
Tons.

141,000
152,000
123,000
183,000
159,000
187,000
153,000
139,000
212,000
139,000
185,000 

the end of the cropThe juice manipulated was generally inferior in sugar content, but towards . -
it improved much, although at the finish the rains had brought about a fall. As regards rainfall, it s 
necessary to go back to 1896 to find a year equally wet. In that year the total was swelled by a 
cyclone which gave 25 in. in two days. In 1905 there was no similar flooding, an a o g. .
was, perhaps, less open, it was not the less soaked by the rain of January an arc . - qPlections 
of seedling canes had continued at the Experimental Station, and plants rom pre » . • h
distributed to the planter. Some laboratory experiments are given m the reP°^J* in thg
the use of sulphate of ammonia in the fermentation of molasses, and thls^eag? d • th British 
case of slow fermentations. Sulphate of ammonia, it may be remarked has been used in th.British 
Guiana distilleries for over a quarter of a century for this purpose, hut M Boname ^apparently 
omitted the conjoint use of sulphuric acid, which is indispensable for goo

TRINIDAD’S CACAO OUTPUT.
By Harold Hamel Smith.

In 1888 the Portuguese Islands of San Thome and Prmcipe exported
bags of cacao, and since that period with only two excep ions, 94 exports amounted to no
from this source has increased by leaps and bounds unti ast y previous seventeen years,
less than 423,000 bags, or over eleven times the quantity PP Trinidad shipped 105,360 bags, For the crop year§ r887-8, our own West

and had its output increased in the same proportion as cao whereas she only shipped
exported during the crop year just ended, over 1,000,000 b g
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193,000 bags, or less than double the quantity of the exports in 1887-8. Even if we go back to 1903-4, 
the record year, when 222,000 bags were exported, the increase in all those years is very small, and 
one might say, most disappointing compared with the progress made by the other centres.

This state of affairs is not brought about in any way by Trinidad’s area being more limited 
than that of San Thome and Principe, for it is the other way about. Not only is our own Island four 
times the size of the two Portuguese Islands, having 1,754 as compared with 420 square miles, but 
also the area planted in Trinidad since 1887 must surely have exceeded that planted in the Portuguese 
Islands since that date. I say this, because one has to take into consideration in the case of 
Trinidad, the much larger area which there is to plant, and the expansion which has undoubtedly taken 
place, thanks to the extension of the railway, the increase in the population and other reasons which 
are lacking in the West African Isles. Unfortunately, whilst our Blue Book gives the area under 
cacao in Trinidad, I have been unable to ascertain how many acres are planted in the Portuguese 
Islands. The owner of the well-known Boa Entrada Estate, to whom I applied for information on 
this point, could only tell me that he estimated the average yield per tree to be about lbs., and on 
that basis he would place the area planted at about 70,000 to 80,000 hectares (the hectare being 
equal to 2*471, or say 2^ acres), of which 4,000 to 5,000 are in full bearing and the remainder either 
bearing a little, or as yet not at all.

This however is neither conclusive nor, I should hope, correct, for if only four or five thousand, 
out of some 70,000 hectares can turn out so much cacao, it is troublesome to think what will be the 
output when the total area is in full bearing, even after allowing for land that has become exhausted. 
Let me however approach the matter from another point of view. The 423,118 bags shipped last 
year, if worked out at 120 lbs. to the bag, would give 50,774,000 lbs. This weight, at lbs. to 
the tree, would mean that there were at least 34,000,000 trees planted and giving the average yield. 
Planted with 300 trees to the acre, this would, therefore, mean that some 110,000 acres were under 
cacao in the two Islands, and as the total acreage works out at 268,000 acres, or, say 420 square miles 
at 640 acres to the mile, this is a very likely proportion after allowing for town and building spaces, 
mountainous and wooded districts, &c.

Now Trinidad with its 190,000 acres, although it has always been a leading cacao producing 
centre, only turned out 220,000 bags in its record year, which taken at 175 lbs. to the bag, would give 
38,850,000 lbs., or only 200 lbs. to the acre of 300 trees. That is to say, the average yield per tree 
to-day is two-thirds of a pound, supposing all the 190,000 acres were planted with trees, which is not 
likely. I can, however, arrive no nearer to the actual facts, or rather I am unable to do so. The figures 
given, tend to show that the Portuguese Islands have increased at a rapid and regular rate, and 
further have a big reserve force wherewith they can continue to increase for some years to come. On 
the other hand it seems as though Trinidad cannot produce cacao in as abundant a manner, and further, 
that whilst with a much larger area, probably under cacao, or at any rate at her disposal for cacao, 
she has not been able to produce such a regular and certain output as manufacturers who depend on 
that growth for their supplies must wish to see. Again, there is no reason why, if San Thome and 
Principe have been able to increase their output over eleven-fold in the seventeen years since 1888, 
Trinidad should not have done the same. Instead of this, according to the figures of the crop year 
just closed, she has not doubled her output of 1887-8, and when the January-December figures this 
year are made up, this lack of increase will be much more marked.

OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

Science and the West Indies.
bvesmt Committee on the ¡th of May, 1796, Lord Penrhyn informed those
present that Mr. Eihs and he had witnessed some experiments made by a Dr. Higgins for the improvement of 
^ommitt^At a t}iat. piemen was prepared to go out to the West Indies under the patronage of the 

engaged to go to lgth °f the same month U was decided that Dr. Higgins should be
appears in the Minutes wM1 exPm^ntmg with sugar and rum. On the 26th the following entry
appears in the Minutes with regard to his remuneration :_  J & J

him Meet;"5 of the J9th instant have agreed with Dr. Higgins to grant
tion of hl embarking for P;annura for ‘he °f Three Years, in considera-
any Xr Britfsh Is'and °f Jamaica> and remaining there, or in
the QnantiS and S peri°d’ f°r the sole P^pose of improving
hema^Xfro^ T,“' w“ an? Prejad^e to the Emolument tha°

Tim-bI

"f~1' D'- "w-' “‘“r • l;e. . k„y ,1 „
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on each cask of sugar and puncheon of rum imported into the port of London was made. It was stipulated that, 
although Jamaica was selected for the purpose of the experiments, all the Islands should be equally benefited by his 
work. That Dr. Higgins duly started is made clear, for record is made of the sum of £500 having been paid to 
him before his departure, and a subsequent payment the following April to his Attorney. No subseqitent entry 
whatever appears as to the result of Dr. Higgins' experiments. It is quite possible, however, that in Jamaica 
some record of his visit and work may exist, and we shall be greatly obliged if any of our Jamaica friends will 
endeavour to throw some light on this matter. Dr. Higgins may be said to have been the first scientist in connection 
with the sugar industry to visit the West Indies, and his engagement forms another instance of how anxious the 
West India Committee were to utilise science so long ago as the end of the eighteenth century, when the application 
of scientific research to industrial improvement was comparatively in its infancy, and some years before the first 
Napoleon turned his attention to the scientific evolution of the sugar beet.

THE JAMAICA RUM SYNDICATE.
We learn on good authority that the Colonial Traders’ Association have now entered into 

contracts for the purchase of about 75 % to 80 % of the common clean rum production of Jamaica, 
including all the well-known Wedderburn and Plummers estates, thus providing for upwards of 
1,000,000 to 1,100,000 gallons at the average price of approximately 2s. id. per gallon paid in Jamaica. 
The company hopes to be able, by handling this large quantity, materially to reduce freights and 
other charges, so that the price to the consumer need not necessarily be raised. We believe that two 
propositions with regard to the marketing of the rum are under consideration, these being the possi­
bility of dealing direct with the public-house trade or continuing to allow the rum to pass through the 
hands of the wholesale trade, who have been accustomed to handle the spirit for a number of years. 
It is also proposed to hold over for maturing from about 1,500 to 2,000 puncheons of rum every year, in 
order to cater for the better class trade. The working capital of the company will be ^150,000, and 
the planters of Jamaica hold an option to secure from 25,000 to 30,000 £1 shares at par. In this 
connection, it is an interesting fact that at the present time the best Jamaica rum is fetching retail as 
high a price as the finest Highland malt whisky, while on the other hand the latter is being sold 
wholesale at from 4s. to 5s. per gallon, thus pointing to the possibility of a substantial profit.

GATHERING LIMES IN DOMINICA.
Our full page illustration is reproduced from a photograph, for the loan of which we are indebted 

to Mr. Hugh G. Rose. It represents labourers gathering the lime crop on an estate in Dominica. 
The women pick the limes and collect them in round baskets, which, in accordance wit e preyai ing 
West Indian custom, they carry on their heads. The fruit is then conveyed to the estate .brings m 
carts drawn by bullocks. In view of the recent increase m popularity of fresh limes in tins count y, 
this picture should prove of particular interest. Dominica is now by far the
Island in the West Indies, but hitherto the trade with fresh hmes has been almost ent y 
United States, where the fruit is more fully appreciated.

AGRICULTURE IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS.

One of the most interesting documents issued of late by the
for the West Indies is the Report of the Experimental Station attac^ to the g I f matised 
small Islands, out of the beaten path, have done practica y no g small cattle industry
agriculture since the days of slavery, and the inhabitants ave su wants. Now> however, the 
and such haphazard planting of provisions, &c., as was ne onions pineapples and various
Islands have been taken in hand, and experiments in coc , , ’ t suo-ar? but it is
agricultural products are being carried out. Tort°*^ °n®e ™ this commodity. Seedling canes 
recognised that it is useless to hope for any expo nroducing enough sugar for its own
are, however, being cultivated with the view of t e P f musc° vado works for the tenants
requirements. Indeed, the Department operates a sma , i last crop, 20 of which were
and others owning land near the Station, whic ma e 5 reported as making slow
retained for the cost of manufacture. As regar s co , Department, who purchase the
headway among the people. A small ginnery is run y a small profit. In the cotton
seed cotton from the small growers at a price ca cu • were shipped, an increase of 14 bales 
crop of 1905-6, 6,975 lbs. of clean lint °f. “^“mrTtha/a large proportion of the money paid for 
on the preceding year, and it was a gratifying be grown successfully. Considerable
cotton goes to Anegada and Virgin Gorda, wherei 1 appeared to exist for the cultivation of
interest was being taken in cocoa, and an excellen p o F
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fibre-yielding plants, which now grow in a wild or semi-wild state in the Virgin Islands. An Agricul­
tural Show had been held, with no less than 800 exhibits. The efforts of the Imperial Department to 
provide agricultural cheer for these out-of-the-way Islands, would appear to have every probability of 
being successful, and is not by any way the least, if one of the smaller, of their good works.

FRUIT CANNING.
The Farmer's Bulletin of the United States Department of Agriculture gives some interesting 

details of the results attained by Mr. E. J. Watson at the Louisiana Experiment Station in the 
canning of fruits with an outfit which cost only $10. The plant had a capacity of three hundred 2 lb. 
cans and two hundred 3 lb. cans per day. It consisted, essentially, of a specially constructed 
galvanised iron boiler made to fit either a No. 7 or 8 kitchen stove, a basket or carrier that fitted 
inside the boiler, can tongs, and soldering irons. When high grade peaches or pears were put up in 
3 lb. cans, the cost of labour and material for a day’s work was as follows :—

For labour ... ... ... ... ... ... $5.40
Four hundred 3 lb. cans, at 3 cents each ... ... ... 12.00
Fifty pounds sugar, at 6 cents per pound ... ... ... 3.00

Total ... ... ... 20.40
For this grade of goods $1.75 was received per dozen cans or $58.33. This left a balance of 

$37-93 f°r the fruit used. Peaches were also put up without sugar, using simply clear water. This 
grade sold as pie peaches and brought $1 per dozen.

WEST INDIAN INTERESTS AT WESTMINSTER.

Parliament re-assembled after the recess on Tuesday, October 23rd, but beyond the ques­
tions with regard to the salary of the Governor of Bermuda and the Northern Islands mail service, 
which are given below, no matters directly concerning the West Indies have engaged their attention 
during the fortnight, and interest regarding the Sugar Convention seems to have reached vanishing 
point. On Friday, October 26th, proceedings were enlivened by the appearance of a West Indian 
who gives his name as J. Emanuel, of Trinidad, who rose in the Strangers’ Gallery, in a purple robe’ 
and with right hand uplifted said that he had come from the Almighty, and was then hustled out 
of the House.

The Salary of Bermuda’s Governor.
Mr. Bellairs asked on October 23rd whether, having regard to the diminished importance of 

Bermuda in view of the withdrawal of the North American fleet, the reduced establishment of the 
dockyard, and the reduction of the garrison, the question of the governor and commander-in-chief 
will be reconsidered in conjunction with the War Office, seeing that his salary of <2,109 is charged 
to Imperial funds, and that the duties are, during the leave of absence of the governor, performed by 
the colonel in command of the troops. Mr. Churchill in a written reply said : His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment consider that the present moment is inopportune for inviting the Colonial Legislature to agree 
to pay a larger proportion of the Governor’s salary than is now paid by the Colony. But the altered 
situation has not been lost sight of, and the question of future arrangements is under consideration 

The Northern Islands’ Mail Service.
the PoJtmT^T“5 a T^011 AMr- Mitchell-Th°“son in the House of Commons on October 29th, 
the Postmaster-General said : A contract was recently concluded by the Crown-Agents for the 
fn^ n regular monthly mail service to the Northern Islands of theCt Indies
theT^ Office ; anf ?iVlnOt u““ m J aware that the service> which has not been arranged by 
•A „*aft ft“ H

NATURE NOTES.
QUICK GROWTH. Some seeds of Caravonica Cotton, planted bv Mr iWk • t
which were almost 2 feet high in one month. P ■ M BarclaY m Jamaica, gave plants
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A SNAKE STORY. In Tobago, a middle-aged black hen, with a nice lot of 10 chicks, was put in an old 
sugar tayche to keep the chicks from straying. One morning a “ horsewhip ” snake 2| feet long, 
which had paid her a visit, was found pecked to death by the hen.
SUGAR IN PERU. The Peruvian Government has decided to establish an experimental sugar station 
at Lima. Chemical analyses and researches will be made and field experiments carried out in con­
nection with manures and irrigation. Several of the sugar estates have arranged to collaborate with 
the experimental station, which will be under the direction of Dr. J. F. Sedgwick, whose report on the 
sugar industry of Peru was recently referred to in these columns.
CANE TRASHING. Director C. F. Echart, of the Experimental Station of the Hawaiian Sugar 
Planters’Association, has recently been experimenting on the effect of “stripping” or “trashing” 
canes upon the yield and price. One trashing gave a gain of 2.8 per cent., two trashings a loss of 3.9, 
and three a loss of 12.1 per cent. The highest sucrose determination was with the canes that had 
two trashings, the lowest with those that had three, and both of these plants gave considerably less 
yield of cane per acre.
LEMONS IN DOMINICA. Much interest has lately been shown in the lemons grown at the Botanic Station, 
says the Annual Report. Two kinds, the Villa Franca and an Italian lemon, are under cultivation, both 
being budded on sour orange stocks. The fruits are large, smooth-skinned, and juicy. The London 
report on them was not altogether favourable, as they were, among other things, described as sweet lemons. 
The juice tested by Dr. Watts showed a greater acidity than that of limes grown in the wet districts 
of Dominica. It is possible that a small experimental cultivation will be started.
HUMAN ANT EATERS. The Indians of British Guiana are stated by Mr. C. W. Anderson, who has recently 
returned from the Brazil Boundary Expedition, to be extremely fond of ants as an article of diet. 
The only thing that would break down the Indian imperturbability and make him forget himself, was a 
flight of ants. Loads would be dropped and the porters would rush wildly after the insects, grabbing 
them in handfuls, stuffing pockets with them, and eating them either raw or grilled, with avidity. 
One man used to fish in a nest with a long piece of grass, patiently waiting until he got a bite, then 
hauling up the big-jawed soldier ant and biting off its head. The ants are said to taste like fat pork.
INCORRIGIBLE. Our planting friends who perused Nature Notes in our last Circular, will have been 
somewhat mystified by the cryptic utterance that “ Cane 201 ” had practically disappeared, and that 
this had led to the retention of the Bourbon in Trinidad ! As a matter of fact, the printer s devil was 
in an unusually dangerous state of activity and insisted upon the substitution of “ cane 201 or 
“cane rot.” From the same cause, in the article dealing with the French sugar crop, the range ot 
glucose in the sugar was stated to be from 258 per cent, to .002 per cent.! Needless to say t at .25 
per cent, is the proper rendering.
FRENCH BEET. The area under cultivation in France for the crop 1905 amounted, according to the
Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, to 262,866 hectares (649,542 acres), as against 191,160 ec tares (473,27 
acres) for 1904, and 234,260 hectares (578,856 acres) for 1903. The yield for wa5 30,730 kilos
per hectare (12.3 tons per acre) as against 22.945 kilos and 27,462 kilos per hectaretons a d .9 
tons per acre) for the two previous years respectively. The return o sugar (re n ) .
cent, of the weight of the beet, as against 12.05 per cent, and 11.57 per cen . or 9 4 
yield per acre of sugar was thus 1.5 tons for 1905, 1.15 tons for 1904 and 1.25 ons 9 3-

COLONIAL REPORT.

Increasing prosperity of Barbados. , ™ 1 c
The Hon. S. W. Knaggs, Colonial Secretary of Barbados, in his report on

the Colony for 1905-6, which is commendably punctual in its appearanc , ODenec] had on March 
of being able to s^w ’that the Treasury glance of 

31st, 1906, been increased to £i 7,954- kor purpose of p rs
table showing the revenue and expenditure of the Colony or e p y 

Revenue. Expenditure. 
¿178,797 

180,932
Expenditure.
¿175,350 

194,34$
r ■ I76,3°9 . _ average of that of the five preceding years, and

The revenue was ¿13,7°6 in excess of made of the effect on the Colonies of the
when sufficient time has elapsed to enable an estima steamers it is to be hoped that itwithdrawal of the troops, and the loss of a ^bstdized Ime of mad M .P^ of
may be possible to effect a gradual reduction of these extra duties, rc g g

1901-2
1902-3
1903-4

Revenue. 
£179,973 

161,585 
180,831

1904-5 
1905-6

¿"185,056
192,291
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expenditure, Mr. Knaggs says that a Colony where the revenue has probably reached its greatest limit 
of expansion demands the very serious consideration of all concerned in the administration of the 
finances of the Island, and in order to show the direction of expenditure a table is appended to the 
report comparing the current official salaries and outgoings for the various Government Departments 
for 1880 and 1905-6. The public debt of the Colony on March 31st, 1906, stood at ¿"416,000, of 
which ^375,000 represented the loan for water works and ¿41,000 the unredeemed balance of the loan 
of ¿"60,000 raised from time to time for various other public works. The sinking fund accumulations 
now amount to ^58,642, and in addition to this there is an unexpended balance of the water works 
loan, ¿25,906, invested in inscribed stock. Practically, then, the Public Debt of the Colony amounts 
toZ'33i>452.

The value of the imports of the year 1905 was ¿”1,042,562, and that of the exports ¿"935,844. 
The imports, as compared with those of the previous years, show a decline in value of ¿”26,750, but 
the exports increased by ¿”74,862, of which ¿”69,152 was for produce.

The sugar crop fell short of that of the previous year, the quantities exported having been 
47,097 hogsheads of sugar and 39,379 puncheons of molasses, less by 16,507 hogsheads and 5,682 
puncheons respectively than the exports of 1904 » but owing to the better prices for sugar prevailing 
during the earlier part of the year the value of the produce exported in 1905 shows an increase of 
¿"69,152, under the following heads :—

Articles.

Sugar 
Molasses ... 
Cotton

1904.
¿ 

440,208 
I44,I95 

9,593

1905.
¿

45L49I 
I77,2O5 

17,211

Increase. 
¿ 

11,283 
33,010 

7,618
Other products 33,682 5o,923 17,241

Totals 627,678 696,830 69,152
. The figures in the following statements, which extend over a period of 46 years, show that 

while in that time there has been but little variation in the sources from which the imports are drawn 
the export of products to the United Kingdom has gradually diminished in favour of the United States 
and British North America. It is somewhat disappointing to find that, notwithstanding the large 
increase m the export trade with Canada and the facilities offered by the contract service furnished by 
the Pickford and Black Line of steamers, there is but little growth in the value of the imports from 
that country. r

Country.
United Kingdom
United States ...
British North America
Other Countries

Country.

United Kingdom 
United States................ 
British North America 
Other Countries

IMPORTS.
i860. 1870. 1880. 1890. 1900. 1901. 1902. 1903. 1904. 1905.44'63 38’68 37'99 42’61 42’68 45'29 437I 44 09 4486 427233'57 
8’o6

3208 
678

37'85 
894

35 73 
801

3420 
7'45

3671 
7'87

325I
9'3°

35'47 
9'52

33'01
710

3230
8 02

T3'74 22’46 1522 1365 15'67 1013 14’48 1092 ï5'O3 16’96
EXPORTS (Local Products).

1860. 1870. 1880. 1890. 1900. 1901. 1902. 1903. 1904. 1905.67'75 55'95 43'22 10’84 7'42 3 65 5'12 318 9 41 1787 
35'3°

5 65 1132 24'83 1600 54'53 74'37 63 58 6o’io 45'44301 
23'59

649 
26’24

1425
1770

T3‘44 
1472

1598
2207

l8’22 
376

2742 
3'88

3221
4'5i

39'67 
5'48

39'54
7'29with theVnH^^^^ h ?ade “ effort to establ«h a trade in bananas

from the Canary Maids ‘‘Tn roo^ bemg,°f the same variety as that so largely exported
i^9O5^5 43^“ ^to 6’6^

industry seemed to be fairly established, the fruit was arriving in $
getting good prices and were in consequence increasing theXL a d c^dlt.lon’ th® Panters were 
however, in consequence of defects in thp ch- • g «as under cultivation. From that date, 
England in bad condition, and the planters lost sTheaviK^^^ ¡X Xbegan tO arHve in
abandoned the attempt to grow the banana for exnort and *he!r shipments that theY have practically 
promise may now belaid Fo have alXt ceased to exist^ Tnth Whlcb c™nced with such
from the Agricultural Reporter that during the current In this connection it is interesting to learn 
103 bunches in June and^August, which received X J ^/^P^nt of Agriculture exported 
Those who have kept their plota 7n order are now oFt Varylng °'663 Cents to 36 cents per bunch. 
St. Lucy with fingers on them quite ¿ lXe ™ T B“CheS were seen in
were being sold to hucksters at sixpence pfr hundred. ' °°ked f°r “ the hlU Parlshes> »nd these

In his general observations Mr. Knagsrs refers to th«* u r
Island, the withdrawal of the troops, and the mail question, stating
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the public generally and the commercial community in particular, have been greatly inconvenienced 
by the want of a regular mail service with the United Kingdom since the termination in July iqos of 
the contract with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. Barbados, owing to its geographical 
position and the other means of communication which it in consequence possesses, has probably 
suffered to a far less extent than the other West Indian Colonies, but even here many disadvantages 
and drawbacks have been experienced since the suspension of the contract service.

CONSULAR REPORT.
Cotton Cultivation in Peru.

The German Consulate at Piura states that in earlier years the cotton crop of Peru was very 
uncertain, for with the exception of the narrow strip close to the river bank which is flooded every year, 
cotton could only be raised if heavy rains and considerable inundations made further areas cultivable, 
and this could only be expected about once in seven years. Since 1891 there has not been a rainy 
year and several land-owners have, in consequence, resorted to artificial irrigation. Steam pumps 
were next tried but seldom with satisfactory results. Steps were then taken for the construction of 
canals leading direct from the river, especially in the low-lying stretches near the mouth, and good 
crops resulted, with a moderate outlay. There arose in the course of the last eight years in the broad 
valley between Piura and Sechura quite a system of canals which now irrigate between 5,000 and 
6.000 hectares and are still being extended. This system, however, lacked technical supervision. 
Each grower planned his canal where it best suited him, with the result that between the various 
canals large areas were left which could not be watered. It is expected that in the course of 1906 the 
area sown will be doubled, but the placing under cultivation of all the land actually cultivable will 
only be possible if the Government interferes and constructs, in place of numerous small existing 
canals, one large canal which will furnish water to everyone in a practical manner. Considerable 
interest is being taken in cotton-growing enterprises. A German firm has bought suitable land in the 
neighbourhood of Piura and obtained a concession for the construction of an irrigation canal. On the 
Chira river a company has under construction an extensive irrigation canal which, when ready, will 
make about 30,000 hectares ready for cultivation. The new areas will not all be planted with coarse 
cotton. On the Chira river good results have been obtained with a soft cotton similar to one of the 
North American varieties but rather more valuable.

THE HOMEWARD MAILS.
Captain A. P. Dix brought the R.M.S.P. “ Trent,” which left Barbados at 1 a.m. on Thursday, 

October 18th, to Southampton at 7.10 a.m. on October 29th. Among her passengers were Sir Robert 
Llewelyn, who has relinguished the Government of the Windward Islands, and Lady Llewelyn. An 
interesting feature of the letters of our Hon. Correspondents is the estimate of the coming crops 
which several of them contain, and which will, we hope, in future be given regularly. It is, of 
course, not easy to make any very accurate prediction ; but it surely should not be so difficult in the 
limited areas of cultivation in the West Indies as it is in the vast beet fields of Europe which are the 
subject of frequent estimates. The mail brought news of the death of Mr. P. H. R. Hill, who recently 
retired from the post of Assistant Stipendiary Magistrate of Georgetown, Demerara, and also ot the 
Hon. James M. Farquharson, who was only recently elected a Member of the West India Committee. 
The R.M.S. “ Port Royal,” from Kingston, Jamaica, arrived at Avonmouth on October 24th.

The Barbados “Love Vine.”
The Hon. Forster M. Alleyne, writing on October 14th said that if an additional inter­

colonial steamer were provided, it would go far towards reconciling Barbados to the existing

g Dealing with the weather, he said that since the rains it had been generally cool and Pleasa?t- 

Until the rains ceased hardly a day since last mail had passed without
had been very heavy There had however, been little wash, except on the roads, where the trenches 
had not been kept open. From eight to ten inches of rain had fallen generally to
date. The canes in the leeward parishes, in the Scotland dis nc s an . .J . which they 
but those in Christ Church and St. Philip’s seemed to finit difficuk forget
received in the first three weeks of September. 1 he p nnininn that if cotton g-ave
would soon be seen if the ratoons would adequately respon . estates would be divided
a good return, ratoons would no longer be cultivated in that
between plant canes and cotton. there bad bee khad b . It was hardly possible to
October; many fields were ripening up, and cotton p g &
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estimate what the coming sugar crop would amount to, and if he were to say 50,000 tons with season­
able weather, it would be little more than a guess. It must be taken into consideration also that the 
immensely increased acreage planted in cotton must have diminished that under cane.

The Governor had issued a proclamation calling attention to the spread of the “ Love Vine ” 
or “ Dodder ” (Cuscuta Americana), and requesting all householders to destroy it wherever it appeared. 
It was hoped that it might be possible to eradicate it, as at present it seemed to be confined to districts 
within a short distance of Bridgetown. The proclamation ran:—

“ It is desired to impress upon planters and householders.generally the desirability of taking the earliest steps to 
eradicate this vine when observed, and for this purpose it is necessary to tear down and utterly destroy (preferably by 
fire) every particle of the vine (which can easily be recognised by its orange colour and by its being practically devoid of 
leaves) when found upon hedges, trees, or other vegetation. Serious damage has already been done in some parts of the 
Island (notably in the neighbourhood of Welches, St. Michael’s) to various plants, particularly to hedges of the plant 
known locally as “ Bread and Cheese,” for which the vine appears to have a special attraction. If left undisturbed the 
vine (which is a parasite) completely destroys the plant on which it climbs, and it is, therefore, most important to extirpate 
the vine radically immediately it is noticed, taking care to burn, or at any rate to bury every particle of it.

“ The Governor earnestly asks for the co-operation of every man, woman or child in the Island in the destruction 
of this pest, and parents should especially caution their children against carrying about portions of the vine, and experi­
menting with it in the gardens or elsewhere, as its vitality is' such that detached portions will grow on other plants without 
care or trouble, and thus become a serious menace to plants of economic value.

“ Much damage has already been done in Trinidad by this vine, and it has been found necessary to legislate specially 
in regard to it.

“ In view of the manifest importance of this matter to the agricultural interests in this Island, it is hoped that this 
pest will be vigorously combated by all concerned, without loss of time, and where the public highways are involved and 
considerable areas are attacked, it is requested that all persons observing the vine will assist the Government by notifying 
the locality to Mr. J. R. Bovell, of the Imperial Agricultural Department, who will co-operate with the Government in 
using every effort to extirpate the pest.”

British Guiana Mining and Forests Exports.
When Mr. J. C. McCowan closed his letter on October 12th, the sugar market was weaker, 

and the quotation was about $2|. Estates were all in full work ; but the juice continued wretchedly 
poor. The weather had been too dry and good showers were wanted for young cultivation generally. 
There was a good deal of sickness prevalent throughout the Colony.

The financial results of the recent Agricultural Show were very satisfactory, the Government 
grant only having to be called upon to the extent of $150.

Mr. T. S. Hargreaves, the Secretary of the Institute of Mines and Forests, forwarded the 
following return showing the exports for the month of September :—

1906. 1905.
11,806 ozs. 5,454 ozs.

810 carats
861 cub. ft. 20,151 cub. ft.

4,966 ft. 856 ft.
4,871 bags 6,418 bags.

164,050 60,000
80 945

280 tons 433 tons
345 lbs. 605 lbs.

169,738 lbs. 115,440 lbs.

Gold 
Diamonds 
Timber, Greenheart, &c. 
Lumber ...
Charcoal...
Shingles ...
Wallaba and hardwood posts 
Woods, Firewood ... 
Gums, locust, &c....
Balata

The financial statement of the Colony of British Guiana for the year 1905-6 shows satisfactory 
and continued improvement. The Public Debt stands at $3,785,856, to which has to be added the 
further sum of $960,000, moneys borrowed for immigration purposes. The assets and liabilities show 
that the deficiency, which in 1904-5 amounted to $171,380, has been reduced to $73,045. It will be 
remembered that this deficit in 1901-2 amounted to $572,528. The total expenditure for the year 
was $2,429,631, as against a revenue of $2,507,966. The Customs receipts fell considerably below 
the estimate, the actual revenue collected amounting to only $1,554,614 as against an estimate of 
$1,605,000. Under the head of Excise the sum realised was $475,989 as against an estimate of 
$443,100, and against $435,748 for the preceding year. $581 were realised for the sale of Crown 
lands the disposal of which must have made a small impression on the 99,000 square miles available.

id T t 6 Im.migratlon Frund was «58,057. Altogether the statement gives an 
encouraging idea as to the financial prospects of the Colony.

Development of British Honduras.
% °n October *9^, the Hon. A. R. Usher reported that a severe gale prevailed on the 

pllnfationTlnd“^ ag-d deal of damage had bee^oneT^
tow"ng mahogLy had lost their rafts °MJoseph S‘eamerS Which

proposals to the Government to build a wharf and dredget could
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lie alongside; also to build warehouses and a tramway, which if carried out would no doubt be a 
great convenience to shipping coming to Belize. With regard to navigation of the Belize River a 
steamer was now making weekly trips to the Cayo, and within a very short time two or three more 
steamers would be put on the river, which would be a great convenience to travellers, as formerly the 
traffic was carried on by Pitpans, which took about fifteen to twenty days to reach their destination. 
The new Governor had not made any move yet to carry out any of the schemes that had been pre­
pared for the development of the Colony, and the inhabitants were getting anxious about the matter, 
and would like to see something done.

Floods were reported generally all over the Colony, and a good deal of mahogany should be 
available shortly for shipment.

Dominica lime shipments.
In a letter dated October 12th, Mr. E. A. Agar explained that the fact that the London 

market had recently been ill-supplied with limes was due to two causes : firstly, that the London 
brokers on the whole had not kept their correspondents sufficiently well posted as to market require­
ments ; secondly, that planters had not been able to obtain boxes.* As matters stood it took from 
two to three months to get an order for boxes executed in the U.S.A, or Canada, and when it was 
learnt that the season was likely to be a good one it was too late to order. The planters would, 
however, shortly be in a position to cut up their own boxes, and thenceforth there would be no 
difficulty in coping with a sudden demand, provided they were informed of the probability of its 
arising in good time.

Where so much young cultivation was coming into bearing year after year, it was not easy to 
estimate crops; but the cacao output would probably be about the same as that of last year, i.e., 
i,35°>°oo lbs., while lime products should increase by about 15 % to two million gallons of raw juice, 
of which perhaps 20,000 barrels would be classed as fruit. [One barrel yields roughly seven gallons 
raw juice.—Ed.] . Other exports were negligible. Small shipments of budded oranges—Washington 
Navels, Jaffa, &c., were being made, but it would depend on the results shown by the fruit already 
planted whether the industry became important or not. There might be 100 acres planted in 
budded oranges, but not more, and the next two or three years should show the value of this 
cultivation.

The fortnight under review had been extremely hot.

Grenada’s exports for 1905=6.
Writing on October 13th, Mr. P. J. Dean stated that the cacao crop finished on Septem­

ber 29th and had turned out 10,000 bags short of the previous one. This was partly due to a dry 
spell in September and October last year, and to the fact that the trees which had been bearing well 
for the previous crop, required some rest. This falling off had been serious and felt all round, 
especially during the last six months. It was impossible as yet to predict what the coming crop 
would amount to ; but prospects were promising, though the crop would be a late one.

We are indebted to Messrs. Jonas Browne & Sons for the following table giving the exports 
from Grenada and the Grenadines for the five years ended March 3IS^ last •

Cocoa. 
Bags.

Crops. 
ist Oct. 30th Sept.

Cocoa. 
Bags.

Spice. 
Packages.

Cotton. 
Bales.

Cotton Seed. 
Bags.
6,316
4.745
6,594
7.125

I9°5—1906 54.381 6,709 ... 1,019

1904—1905 64,328 6,994 70S

T9°3—1904 67,296 6,022 
6,195 
4.77O

... 1,041
1,028

1902—1903
1901—1902

63.019
61,285 951 5.799

9,766
4.552

Spice. 
Packages.

1.642
749

of which the following were shipped to North America :
Crops.

ist Oct. 30th Sept.
Cocoa.
Bags.

Spice.
Packages.

Crops. 
istOct. 30th Sept.

1905—1906 10,686 1,491 1902—1903

1904—1905 12,258 1.407 1901—1902

1903—1904 13.830 909

and the remainder to Europe.
for Panama.Jamaica labour

Mx. Jackson Smith, Manager of the 
visit to the Island in order to make

Writing on October nth, Mr. J. L. Ashenheim said that Mr.
Labour Department in the Panama Canal zone, wasr for the large and
arrangements, if possible, for securing regular supplies of fruit and vegerao 5

x that the West India Committee were backward in
. * With regard to the first of these causes it cannot s* j demand, and our contemporary the Produce 

warning those accustomed to handle limes of the probability of an increas g
Markets Review was equally emphatic on the subject.—Ed.
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increasing number of Americans on the Isthmus. He hoped, also, to discuss the labour problem. 
At present there were 33,000 labourers on the Isthmus, of whom 25,000 were on the books of the 
Canal Commissioners. The men were being paid 10 cents per hour in American gold, and artisans 
were receiving from 16 to 40 cents per hour, according to the nature of the work done.

Mr. E. Astley Smith had returned to the Island and was about to establish a branch of 
Thomas Cook & Sons’ Agency in Jamaica. He spoke hopefully of the coming tourist season, which 
was expected to establish a record. It was announced that many automobiles were to be brought 
down from America by tourists, and that the roads would be in good order in time.

The first steamer of the new fruit company, the Page Steamship Co., left Kingston on 
October 10th for New York, with 20,000 bunches of bananas. The company was to run one ship a 
fortnight, but another vessel would be placed on the trade in March.

Cotton in Montserrat.
In a letter dated October 4th, Mr. Conrad Watson reported that the month of September had 

been very rainy, some estates having recorded seventeen inches for the month. The cotton crop 
looked fairly well, although some fields had suffered from attacks of an aphis, which were sufficiently 
injurious to necessitate spraying with kerosene emulsion. A few cotton worms had been noticed, but 
had not yet appeared in sufficient numbers to damage the crop.

Nevis cotton prospects.
The Hon. C. A. Shand, in a letter dated October 7th, said that the rainfall for September had 

been somewhat heavy, but all the same it was a great improvement on the drought which prevailed 
last year, and with a few hot days’ sunshine everything would recover. The only real sufferers would 
be those cotton growers whose crops were in so advanced a stage that the bolls were already in 
bearing, and saturated by the persistent moisture. The seeds developed unnatural germination, thus 
of course entirely destroying the cotton, which would otherwise soon have been in a condition for 
reaping. Fortunately, the crop in Nevis was, generally speaking, backward, so that the major portion 
of it escaped from this fate, but it was said that in St. Kitts they were very hard hit. It had been 
decided by the St. Kitts’ Agricultural and Commercial Society to hold an agricultural and industrial 
show early next year, and it was rather doubtful whether the annual show in Nevis would not have 
on that account to be abandoned. If reasonable facilities could be given to exhibitors from Nevis 
which would place them on the same footing as intending exhibitors in St. Kitts, it would be 
extremely interesting to make the show to some extent interinsular, as it would tend towards a healthy 
spirit of competition between the two Islands, and the show might subsequently year by year be held 
alternately in the two Islands. With the seasonable rains, ground provisions ought to be of excep­
tional quality by January or February next.

Dr. G. B. Mason had taken up the medical district in Nevis vacated by Dr. Bell, deceased, 
and those in the Island had done their best to extend to himself and his wife such welcome as the 
Colony could afford.

In a subsequent letter dated October 16th, Mr. Shand reported that the event of the past week 
had been the arrival of Sir Daniel Morris, who was at present paying the Island a visit. On the 
15th he had a private meeting with all the growers of cotton (planters), and afterwards there was a 
meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society, at which Sir Daniel presided, and in his address 
made many valuable suggestions for the safeguarding of the cotton industry. Fine growing weather 
had been experienced latterly and the crops were looking promising generally.

The rains in St. Kitts.
With regard to the cotton crop, we are informed by Mr. A. D. C. Adamson, who wrote on 

October 9th, that it was difficult yet to know what the effect of last month’s heavy rains would be; 
but at the time of writing there was no doubt that the early plantings had suffered severely. As he 
closed his letter he had just measured *8i in. of rain which fell in the night. Numberless after- 
shoots had sprung up in place of lateral developments, and it yet remained to be seen whether 
these would develop their bolls before the time came for the plants to be removed to make room for 
the cane crop. Mail arrangements were very bad and not in any way conducive to Imperialism.

Crop prospects in St. Lucia.
had bee^xtmmel^ ou Oc‘°ber 15th, said that the weather for the fortnight
had been extremely wet. The rainfall for the month of September amounted to thirteen inches 
abt buf nTnlantat^ h°Ur °D SePtember 25th, which damaged roads consider-

£ dr^n^d fh , 6 half °f °Ctober ten inches of rain had
cacao might be under this climate was very difficult and shipments of “ weathered ”
cacao might be expected. The first two hot-air cacao drying machines introduced into St. Lucia
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commenced working this month, viz. a small “ Gordon ” machine at Mr. George Barnard’s property 
‘‘Park,” and an installation at “ Errard ” estate, on the principle recommended by the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture and first erected by the Department at the Botanic Station, Dominica. 
Both were doing good work.

Arrangements were being made for the erection of a citrate of lime plant at “ Ford ” estate, 
Micoud, to deal with the lime crop there. The sugar crop for 1906-7 in St. Lucia was estimated by the 
writer at 5,600 tons of crystallized factory sugar and 400 tons of muscovado, the canes are exceptionally 
forward and healthy, and the acreage in seedlings has been largely increased this year. The cacao 
crop for 1906-7 in St. Lucia would be an average one of about 10,000 bags, and but for unfavourable 
curing weather, shipments should soon commence to arrive.

The Agricultural Society met on October 1st, when Mr. H. Ballou, the Entomologist of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, reported rather favourably on insect pests affecting cultivations 
of cane and cacao in the Colony. Mr. Ballou was of opinion that Castilloa rubber was not likely to 
be adversely affected by scale and black blight to any considerable extent. A resolution was passed 
requesting the Commissioner of Agriculture to allow the Departments’ Mycologist to visit St. Lucia 
and report on several severe cases of fungoid attacks on cacao and cane. The meeting was 
unanimously of opinion that no good substantial benefit could accrue from sending exhibits of fruit to 
the Horticultural Show in December, as with existing mail arrangements the possibility of working 
up a fruit trade with England was nil. 
strongly on this subject.

Several members who had planted fruit for export spoke

Cotton picking in St. Vincent.
Sands, who wrote on October 15th, that a lot of rain hadWe are informed by Mr. W. N. 

fallen during the fortnight—rather too much for the early cotton. For the year to September 30th,
the rainfall recorded at the Botanic Station was 78.32 inches, or 12.32, and from October 4th to the 
10th no less than 10.7 inches were measured. On Saturday a telegram was received from Washington 
with the information that there were indications of a disturbance east of Barbados, and on the 14th 
the barometer fell to 29.692, a low reading, but it was over a tenth higher when Mr. Sands wrote, and 
it was, therefore, hoped that the disturbance had gone elsewhere. The weather was bright at the 
time of writing and the sea smooth.

An interesting meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society was held on October 6th, 
and a resolution was passed asking the Government to vote a sum of from ^12 to ^15 to enable 
St. Vincent to be represented at the Royal Horticultural Colonial Fruit Show in December next. In 
view of the condition of the cotton crop, it was decided to recommend to the Government that the 
central cotton factory be opened on or about November 8th. Notes of the cotton worm were given 
by the Agricultural Superintendent, and remedies for controlling it should necessity arise were 
discussed. Specimens of the cotton growers’ insect friends were exhibited by Mr. Patterson, of the 
Agricultural School. The Administrator, who took a very keen interest in the Society, presided at 

It was to be feared that few in

the meeting.
Cotton picking should be in full swing in about a fortnight’s time should the weather hold 

fair; small pickings had already been made on one or two estates. It was to be feared that few m 
St. Vincent would profit by the firm prices of arrowroot and cacao unless the price remained up for 
another couple of months. Stocks were very short on the Colonial side.

Trinidad crop Estimates.
Judging by the growing season experienced so far, the coming sugar crop should equal that 

just reaped, but the recent attacks of blight and the conflicting reports as to the extent to w ic 
farmers were working up their cane lands, were factors to be considered. I he on. . . enwic , w 
wrote on October 15th, did not think it safe to reckon on more than from 50,000 to 55 000 tons. 1 he 
crop of cacao was more difficult to forecast. For the current year (to December3i«t) the 
were not likely to be less than 80,000 bags short of last year, the shortage o b/imoossible^o 
The trees had just shed their leaves, and for another month or six weeks it would be imf^ 
tell what the effect had been on theyoung f-t now on the tr^
February. In any case the new year s crop would make a baa sia i , npr monthandwhat would happen later in the y/ar, As to fruit, about 2,000 bunche^^^
about 200 boxes of oranges were expected between October and e en exoected from lands
of bananas would gradually increase after that..
planted in April-June this year, and it was anticipated that t q y o re not expected
would be 18,000 to 20,000 bunches per month for the balance of the year. rang P
in any large quantities after Christmas October th; and it was believed

Sir Henry Jackson was expected to arrive in the Colony on octooei 4 
that the Agricultural Society would soon be re-constructed.
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The weather continued very favourable for both canes and cacao. During the past fortnight 
the market for cacao had been excessively quiet; some small lots had changed hands, but at somewhat 
reduced prices. The new leaves had begun to mature, and in this process some damage was being 
done to very young fruit, but to what extent it was impossible to estimate ; the first pickings of new 
crop should be offering for sale in the Colony early in December. There had been some bids from 
the Continent, but little disposition was shown to make fresh contracts, and with the exception of a 
small lot of Venezuela for immediate shipment, nothing had been possible. Regarding Venezuelans, 
owing to the rise, as advised in last report, quite a number of small lots had come on the market, and in 
consequence prices had receded. There might be one or two lots still .to come from the mainland, 
but the entire crop of these grades could now be considered as having been marketed.

Shipments.
Total at last report ............... ... 125,371 Trinidad. 29,356 Venezuela.
Sept. 30th.—S.S. “Martinique” •.. --- 525 .. Europe.
Oct. ist.—S.S. “ La Plata ” 387 —

,, 3rd.—S.S. “ Constantia ” 200 —
,, 6th.—S.S. “ Prins Willem IV.’’ 134 100 ,, ,,
,, 8th.—S.S. “ Grenada” ... 329 167 ,, New York

Totals to date ... 127,421 ,, 30.148

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
The Crucifix Fish.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Dear Sir, —No photograph of the Crucifix fish, as you state, can fully convey the realistic impression produced by 

seeing the actual skeleton. Is there not a little slip in saying the negroes take the figure with outstretched arms to repre­
sent Pontius Pilate? I have understood their idea was that it represented “Judas Iscariot,’’ which seems more in 
harmony with the fable. I believe the fish when caught is buried in the sand, and the ants eat off the flesh and produce 
such a perfect skeleton as you have now added to your collection of curiosities.—Yours, &c.

October 25th, 1906. A Constant Reader.

[“ Constant Reader ” is correct in his surmise. The figure at the back, on top of the head of 
the fish, is really generally called J udas, though from its impressive attitude it might well pass for 
Pilate. We were not aware of the method of cleaning the fish, which “ Constant Reader ” describes 
—Ed.]

Mosquitoes and Malaria.
To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

InJiewof the very great importance of preventing malarial fever in British Guiana and the West 
Indian Islands, I would suggest that in your Journal information might be furnished regarding the best kinds of precau- 
*ad°Pt agai5St &c- Those who have studied the mosquito malfrial theory are unanimous

that the mere expedient of making a room mosquito proof at night, will considerably lessen the danger of 
contracting malaria, and I am confident that all matters relating to the well-being of residents in malarial countries will 
have your earnest consideration. While on this subject, it wSuld be interesting to learn from Tour variousmembers 

taken in the various Colonies and Islands in this matter of malarial prophvZ h 
wouM act as a guide I am confident, to the many intending passengers desirous of wintering in the West^nd^es and also 
i^, “r mmdS as ‘° — of the unheafthinesu of British Gu^

Yours, &c.
f -j A Member.

[We are afraid that in houses constructed as are those in the West Indies the ^uardin</ of 
rooms against mosquitoes after sundown would be a difficult matter, but efficient bed-nettings are a 
sine qua nont as a protection against the insidious anopheles. These, and veils on hand for exertional 
conditions during travelling, should always be provided. Perhaps some of our readers who have had 
experience of other mosquito countries will let us know their experiences of malarial prophylaxL-L

OUR LIBRARY.
ar oflo^o^^^ 0^tWSU^^ Oi

this column. c 1 s be duly acknowledged from time to time in

Picture postcards of Jamaica bound together and eachrch^wd e^gant httle book, which consists of six coloured 
West India Mail Service Company, by which it is issued fnrn i “ V'eW, °n<! °f ‘he steamers °f the Imperial Direct 
made in the art of colour printing of late years On ?he cover t ■ “ k •? ®xamPle °f ‘he advance which has been 

The Quarterly Journal of the iT . a beaut,ful “t the "Roaring River Falls."
September 1906. This is the kirl number of Commercial Research in the Tropics,

useful and interesting publication inaugurated in June last. Mr D.



Nov. 6th, 1906 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
547

Edwards-Radclyffe contributes an article on “ The Possibilities of Ramie,” in which its value and the various uses to 
which it can be applied are set out, but the writer quite omits to mention the difficulty in decorticating the fibre which has 
retarded this industry so greatly. Viscount Mountmorres gives a description of the Gold Coast Department of Agricul­
ture and its Experimental Stations, while Mr. E. Castaing treats of the Agricultural Products of the Ivory Coast.

The Laws of the Empire. By F. H. M. Corbet. London: Kegan, Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., Ltd. The 
reprint now published is one of an article contributed by its eminent and learned author to the “ British Empire ” Series. It 
was, therefore, written in a popular style ; but although thus adapted to the general reader it is none the less valuable as 
an authority in its exposition of “ the relation of the laws of the Empire to natives of the United Kingdom going to British 
Dominions beyond the Seas. ” The general principles affecting the status of British subjects settled in the Colonies are 
well expounded, and should be mastered by every one interested in the peace, welfare and development of our Colonial 
possessions.

The Journal of the Society of Comparative Legislation Vol. XV. London : John Murray, Albemarle Street. The 
latest publication of the Society of Comparative Legislation includes in its review of the legislation of the Empire in 1904, 
summaries of the Public Acts and Ordinances of the West Indies and British Guiana passed in that year. As regards the 
legislation of the several West Indian and British Guiana Legislatures, the abstracts have been contributed as follows :— 
Bahamas, by the Bar Association of the Bahamas ; Barbados, British Honduras, Turks and Caicos Islands, Trinidad and 
Tobago, by Wallwyn P. B. Shepheard, Esq. ; British Guiana by Sir Thomas Rayner, A. G. ; Jamaica, by Albert Gray, 
Esq., K.C. ; Windward Islands, Grenada and St. Lucia by Charles J. Tarring, Esq., ex-Chief-Justice of Grenada; the 
Leeward Islands, the Federal and the Several Acts of its five Presidencies, by Alexander Manson, Esq. The Society of 
Comparative Legislation was formed in 1895 under the auspices of the late Lord Herschell, L.C., with the support of a 
number of eminent jurists. The members of the Council now include Lord Rosebery (President), Lord Davey (Chair­
man),, and Sir Courtenay Ilbert (Vice-Chairman), Lord Alverstone, Sir W. R. Anson, Bt., Lord Halsbury, Professor 
Dicey, Lord Loreburn (Lord Chancellor), Lord James of Hereford, Sir Frederick Pollock, Bt., Professor Westlake, the 
Hon. J. Choate, late U.S. Ambassador, and many other equally eminent and distinguished jurists and publicists. Every 
year since its foundation the society has published in its journal a critical summary prepared by specially qualified persons 
of the legislation of the Empire, to which is now added an account of the legislation of the United States, France, Ger­
many, Italy, and other countries. Such an authentic annual collection of legislative enactments is of great value to states­
men, politicians, and jurists. The volumes find a resting place on the shelves of many of the public as well as of the 
University and law libraries of the Empire and the United States ; and thus are an available record for reference, which 
becomes historically more and more valuable each year.

NOTES OF INTEREST.
ANGOLA ASPHALT. A British syndicate is, says the Indian Trade Journal, about to work three concessions 
in Angola for the production of crude petroleum and asphalt.
OWLPEN MANOR. A descriptive article on Owlpen Manor, Gloucestershire, the property of Mr. Trent- 
Stoughton, a member of the West India Committee, is given in Country Life, of October 6th.
CHESS SO! Two chess matches of six games each between Mr. J. H. P. Ibbot and Mr. Weeks,
of British Guiana, and a Mr. J. P. Murray, in London, have now been in progress for over three 
years. It is estimated that it will be over four years before they are completed.
THE NEW RUBBER. The Mexican Herald announces that a factory to work the new Guayule rubber is 
being created and is nearly completed, at Saltillo. A small sample of this rubber may e seen at e 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Irade, 73, Basinghall Street,
WHITE LABOUR TROUBLES The Australian sugar planters, who have been forced to employ white labour to the 
exclusion of the Kanakas, are already having trouble. Four strikes are reported from the Childers 
district in as many weeks, and a fire which is alleged to be the work of incendiaries.
COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended November 1st, 14 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted m.
Indian Sea Island, medium fine, 13^. per lb.; fine, 14U per lb.; and extra fine, i6d. per lb.

Prices paid yfd. to i3^d. , .
SWEDISH SUGAR DUTIES. The following modifications have been made m the Swedis sugar imP°r

st MX»«
to i.8id. from i.qqd. per lb. ,
MEXICAN SUGAR. The production of sugar in the Republic of Mexico during t ®
to 10,038,785 kilos (107,000 tons), while the production for 1905- is esiima . qo. 5 -j7,446. 
The export of refined sugar in the past two years has been: 1903-4, ^,594T7», ^04 5, *>5,7 7,44
Of this 85 per cent, finds its way to the United Kingdom. ctQt;no- thnt it
U.S. SUGAR CERTIFICATES The United States Treasury Department have issue a ircu a t^at these 
has been determined by the Department that the interests of date

noZlppelr“ ill, ^r^cceptei, provided the other particulars

IMPERIAL ENTERPRISE A new cotton ginning factory is
largest either in the American Sea Islands or the west ma
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made in Oldham, and the machinery, buildings, &c., are all to be placed with English firms, and there 
will be no American work about the factory at all. We hope to be in a position to give further 
particulars of this new enterprise in due course.
HYDROSULPHITES. The cheapening of the manufacture commercially of hydrosulphites has led to the 
considerable employment of these powerful reducing agents in sugar manufacture on the Continent. 
When the hydrosulphite in the form of the soda salt is employed with the raw juice after liming, 
the decolorised juice from carbonatation filters very rapidly. “ Redo,” a preparation of it, costs 0.80 fr. 
for the kilo, or say 3^d. per lb. Especially good results are claimed from hydrosulphite of alumina.
FOR BERMUDA. The R.M.S.P. “ Severn,” which will leave Southampton on November 20th, will 
take out a detachment of the 2nd battalion of the Hampshire Regiment and other details to Bermuda. 
The troops thus relieved will be brought home by the R.M.S.P. “Segura,” due to arrive just before 
Christmas. This movement of troops has been facilitated by the re-establishment of the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Company’s passenger service, on which the above steamers are engaged, to Cuba and 
Mexico.
IMPERIAL LANCASHIRE. As a result of observation in the American cotton fields last spring by a commission 
of Lancashire spinners a second commission invested with larger powers has left Liverpool to re-visit 
the southern cotton fields. The object is to gain further data and experience by observing the actual 
process of cotton-picking. The commissioners, Messrs. H. W. Macalister, W. J. Orr, and A. Niven 
Whyte, are authorised to purchase suitable land on behalf of certain Lancashire spinners, and to make 
practical experiments in growing their own cotton.
TRINIDAD OIL. Mr. A. Beeby Thompson, of the firm of Messrs. Thompson & Hunter, Consulting 
Engineers and Petroleum Experts, of London, leaves for the West Indies to-morrow by the R.M.S.P. 
“Trent.” Mr. Thompson proceeds to Trinidad in the interests of the Trinidad Petroleum Co., Ltd., 
a company formed by an influential group to prospect certain Crown lands in the southern part of 
the Island. Very complete and modern machinery has been ordered and will shortly be shipped to 
Trinidad for the purpose of efficiently conducting the operations.
OUR VISITORS. Among the visitors at the West India Committee Rooms during the past fortnight 
have been Mr. E. C. Jackman, Mr. H. E. Garraway, Mr. William Gordon Gordon, and the Hon. 
George Goodwille, who return to Trinidad by the “ Trent ” to-morrow. Mr. A. E. Harragin, another 
of our visitors, the last of the West Indian cricketers, also leaves by the same steamer. Mr. Goodwille, 
who takes a keen interest in educational matters in Trinidad, as indeed he does in the welfare of the 
Colony generally, has secured the services of Miss Summers as headmistress of the Trinidad High 
School for Girls. This accomplished lady is a graduate of Cambridge and is fully qualified to occupy 
the position which she will assume.
CENTRAL FOR JAMAICA. It is with much pleasure that we learn that Messrs. E. A. de Pass & Co. have 
placed with the Harvey Engineering Company, Ltd., a contract for a complete sugar factory to turn 
out 3,000 tons of sugar. The factory, which will be the entire design of the Harvey Engineering 
Company, is to be erected on the Vere Estates Company’s property in Jamaica in time to take off the 
crop of 1907-8 A railway 12 miles in length of 2 ft. 6 in. gauge will be constructed to transport the 
cane to the factory, and a set of Fowler’s steam ploughing tackle will also be imported for tillage 
purposes. This will be practically the first crystallisation of the several Central Factory Schemes which 
have been proposed for Jamaica. The inception of the Factory will mark an era in the history of the 
Jamaica sugar industry.
W.l. CLUB DINNER. The fortnightly dinner of the West Indian Club took place on Wednesday, 
October 31st, at the Club Rooms, Howard Hotel, Mr. A. E. Messer presiding. After dinner the 

Annual Billiard Tournament took place. Among those present were:— 
j Tí B°ylel MaJor-Gen- Sir John Campbell, Bart., C.B., Mr. Max Diermissen, Mr. H. H.

Etheridge, Mr. R. A. J. Goode, Mr. W. A. M. Goode, Mr. L. F. Hudson, Mr. I. Huett, Mr. E. C. 
Jackman, Mr. J. W. M. Jarrett, Mr. Arthur Johnson, Mr. F. Langford, Mr. F. R. Leistikow, 

?’ aGoPern’ Mr‘ William peter, Mr. H. Powell Rees, Mr. Joseph Rippon, 
MUrr’i A' So erS’ W- F- Wardroper, Major Waterlow, D.S.O., Mr. J. H.

Wilkinson, Mr. Charles Wilson, Señor Federico Witting and Mr. T. B. Younger.

THE EDITOR’S DIARY.
which o^dur^tn^ ^principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint,
by e n aU anH^ 7 rem™’™th the obJel:t »f facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
oy mail, and oj keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.

—88™^ Suffraglsts on the warpath.—Naval reorganisation (the Times, p. 12)
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Wed., Oct. 24 —Sentence on Women Suffragists.—The R.M.S. ‘‘Port Royal” from Jamaica arrived at Avonmouth.— 
—Beet, 8s. n^d., quiet.

Thur., Oct. 25.—Cuba : Thousands of rifles said to have been surrendered by the rebels and cast in the sea.—A company 
incorporated in New Jersey for tunnelling under the Behring Straits.—Beet, 8s. iod., quiet.

Fri., Oct. 26.—The United States and Japan (the Times, p. 3).—Mr. Haldane responded for the Imperial Forces at 
the Colchester oyster feast.—Mutiny of convicts at 'Gloucester prison.—The hero of the Kopenick 
raid arrested.—Beet, 8s. n^d., quiet.

Sat., Oct. 27.—Demonstration against the Education Bill in Trafalgar Square.—The escaped convicts from Gloucester 
recaptured.—Beet, 9s. o^d., quiet.

Sun., Oct. 28.—Railway disaster near Atlantic City, U.S.A.
Mon., Oct. 29.—The House of Lords considered the Education Bill in Committee.—Beet, 8s. iofd., steady.
Tues., Oct. 30.—Lord Cranbrook died.—Review of the proceedings of the Wireless Telegraphy Conference (the Times, 

p. 5).—Beet, 8s. 8£d., quiet.
Wed., Oct. 31.—The King received the remnant of the disbanded Guards and accepted their colours.—Beet, 8s. 6fd., quiet.
Thurs., Nov. 1.—The Municipal Elections.—Beet, 8s. 7^d., quiet.
Fri., Nov. 2.—Political speeches : Mr. Asquith at Manchester and Mr. Balfour in London. Mr. Austen Chamberlain 

at Canterbury delivered a stirring message from his father regarding the progress of Tariff Reform.— 
Beet, 8s. yd., quiet.

Sat., Nov. 3.—Wireless telegraph Convention signed at Berlin.—Beet (morning call), 8s. y^d., quiet.
Sun., Nov. 4.—It was announced that Commander Peary, of the U.S.A., had touched the furthest point north ever 

reached.
Mon., Nov. 5.—Beet, 8s. y£d., quiet.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters of 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Tuesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for reply.

Ba’dian._ Though the end of 1624 or 1625 is generally given as the date of the first settlement of Barbados, there 
seems to be good reason to believe that 1626 was actually the year in which the ‘‘John and William,” commanded by 
John Powell arrived in the Island and established James Town, which is now called Hole Town. We believe that 
Mr. C. P. Clarke, who has made a study of the records of the Island, has satisfied himself that the actual date of settle­

ment was 1626.
Colonel —Crude camphor, as it comes over when first distilled, is really a mixture of camphor, camphor oil, and 

water and the ¿sual process adopted is then to take it and re-distil it after most of the oil has been allowed to dram away. 
It has been suggested that centrifugal machines might be used for this operation, as is the case with sugar and molasses; 
but hitherto they have not been so employed. After being re-distilled, crystals of white camphor are formed, and these are 
usually compressed into blocks. The camphor requires very powerful pressure steam or hydraulic for this purpose and 
it is not a process which can be done on a small scale. In Formosa, whence a large amount of camphor is exported, the 
compression is effected in big central factories. It is doubtful if the operation could be efficiently or profitably 

conducted on a small scale.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
Barbados (Messrs Wilkinson & GaviUer), November ist. “ A few light showers have fallen 

but more rain would be acceptable.” British Guiana (Messrs. Curbs, Campbel & Co.), November ist. 
“ Weather^erv dry ” Trinidad (C. W. Stevens, Esq.), November 2nd. “ Weather is unfavourable 
for growing crops.”' Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co Ltd.), week ending October 24th. 
Port Antonio? “ 18th to 23rd, fine; 24th, rainy. Kingston : 18th to 20th, fine ; 21st to 23rd, rainy ; 

24th, fine.” 

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam P^^et De^aa, Mr. P. Lejeune, Mr. L. Caceres,

October 29th :—Sir R. B. Llewelyn, K-C.M. ., °y Saravia, Mr. and Mrs. Esquerra, Mrs. V. Vargas de Rueda, 
Mr. H. Ellis, Mr. F. Tracey, Mrs H two children, Capt. and Mrs. Wheeler, Mr. C. C.
Mr. and Mrs. G. Vallentiner and_ family, . Barnard Mr C. H. Chambers, Mr. and Mrs. H. Walker, Mrs. W.
Kenrick, Mr. C. Stewart, Miss H. Clavier, ’ and’Mrs M. H. Bruyn, Mrs. W. Bagot, Miss Francis, Mr. W. 
Birch, Mr. T. Lee, Mrs. J. de Freitas and childMr. and Mrs^ ivi.^ri. Mr E Heidler, Mr. and Mrs. G.
Lessey, Miss Wainwright, Mr. and Mrs. N. . a Coppin Mr. J. Lamb, Mr. Thaby, Mr. Thologos, Mr. T.
Fayad and child, Mr. W. A. Brown, Supt. and Mrs. P. Coppin, J

Partridge. ,, A p nixl November 7th:—Miss S. Harford, Miss Archibald,Outward Bookings per R.MS.P. ‘‘Trent ¿J Viliam Gordon-Gordon, Dr. and Mrs, Adolf Urich and
Mr. and Miss Fernandez, Mr. Clifford Hart, M r. a nd . Hinkson, Mr. Fred. G. Hotchkiss, Mr. and Mrs.
family, Mr. A. S. Kernahan, Mr. A. E. Harragm Mr. and M^ E^Cantwell Rev. Herwald 
Spencer Churchill, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Stoll“e^’ E de Lemos, Hon. and Mrs. Geo. Goodville and two children, 
Davies, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. H. de Lemos and Miss . ¿dine Rev. Fr. O’Reilly, Mr. M. Wright, Mr. Car L. 
Mrs. Zapata, Rt. Rev Lord Bishop of Guiana M , Thos Dermadyi Mr. Henry Stanton Mr. Julien
Vogeler, Mr. and Miss Reece, Mr. and Mrs. g Schoener, Mr. Carl Bartling, Mr. Jas. Mills, Mr. Carl Sterzl,
Opstaele, Mr. William Rose, Mr. O. Harley, • J-
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Master Geo. Owen, Miss Martin, Mrs. Driver, Miss Quinn, Mr. Wilhelm Koch, Rev. Edward Fitzsimmons, Mr. A. 
MacAndrew, Mrs. and Miss Jochmamovitz, Mr. K. Jensen, Mr. E. Bowen, Mrs. Carry, Mr. Wm. R. Hunt, Miss Taylor, 
Miss Moffatt, Mrs. Cimbrie, Mr. and Mrs. Holler, Mr. Jules Haas, Mr. Arno Schubert, Mr. Wm. Smart, Mr. Heinrich 
Hager, Mr. Harold Dalzell, Mr. G. W. Bremner, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Whitfield, Miss Joyce, Mr. C. M. Goodridge, 
Mr. R. Allerding, Dr. Carl Bovallius, Mr. J. Maurice Duke, Mr. Louis Bacaro, Mrs. Gallardo and infant, Mr. Bernard 
Perrenond, Mr. and Mrs. G. Aubrey Goodman, Mr. Arturo Peper, Mr. J. W. Wilson, Rev. P. Leimann, Mr. W. C. 
Kenny, Mr. Harry Marver, Mr. Mackintosh, Miss Mayre, Mr. and Mrs. Mayres, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander, Mr. Reeves, 
Mr. and Mrs. Prentice and family, Mr. Grant, Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Hunter, Mr. Edward Bateson, Mrs. Trigeres, 
Mr., Mrs. and Miss Gamble North, Mrs. Casalta, E. Borja, Mr. Henry Woodall, Mr. A. Beely Thompson, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. L. Alexander, Mr. Chas. Wm. Grant, Mr. M. C. Goodridge, Mrs. Colvin and child, Mr. Wm. R. MacDonnell, 
Mr. Harry Mawer, Mr. Jas. Grant Mackintosh.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S. “Orinoco” (Capt. L. R. Pearce), November 21st:—Mr. and Mrs. G. S. 
Manning, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Shepherd, Mr. and Mrs. W. Ashley Bovell, Miss Gooding, Mr. and Mrs. Pitcher, Mrs. 
Tredgold, Mrs. McEwen, Sir Kenneth W. Cumming, Bart., Mr. W. Clarke, two Misses Clarke, Mrs. Seabrook, Miss 
Woolcombe, Col. and Mrs. Bridges, Mr. Michael Barrett, Rev. and Mrs. J. S. Wilson, Miss M. Hombersley, Mr. and 
Mrs. de Grandville, Rev. J. W. Binnie, Mr. A. Kobrich, Dr. Geo. Masson, two Misses Berkeley, Mr. Boissy, Mr. 
H. T. Ross.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Tagus ” (Capt. R. H. Stranger), December 5th :—Lt.-Col. H. G. Burrowes, 
Miss E. Holt, Miss Mather, Mr. C. A. Bartlett, Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Collymore, Mrs. Haddock, Mr. and Mrs. Jno. A. 
Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Garner, Mr. and Mrs. Ashley Bovell, Mr. and Mrs. Lowe, Mr. George Longstaff, Messrs. 
H. and T. Wollmer, Mr. Roland Bateman, Mr. Roger Schunck, Dr. Von Winckler, Mr. Thomas Garraway, Mr. 
d’Aiquebelle.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. “Port Royal” (Capt. 
Owen Jones, October 24th). Mr. E. G. Cooper, Mr. A. N. Dixon, Mr. J. H. Haigh, Master M. G. Heron, Mr. P. H. 
Morris, Mr. H. Mellor, Mr. C. Pringle, Mr. H. J. Rudolf, Capt. and Mrs. Stenhouse and infant, Mr. J. A. G. Smith, 
Mr. H. W. Davies, Miss Rosamond Phillips.

Sailings per R.M.S. “Port Royal” (Capt. Owen Jones), November 3rd. Jamaica:—Mr. S. F. Ashby, 
Mr. and Mrs. P. Alexander, Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Astwood and two children, Mrs. and Miss Biscoe, Miss Booth, 
Mr. James Dawson, Mr. L. H. Facey, Miss J. E. Francis, Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Hall, Mr. J: A. Kay, Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Lehmann, Dr. P. M. Lyon, Lieut. A. Power, Mr. C. F. Rawson, Mrs. Shortridge, Mr. N. Vincent-Townend, junr., two 
Misses Turner, Hon. Justice Vickers, two Misses Vickers, Mr. Beath, Mr. and Mrs. Drew, Mr. J. J. Galloway.

Advance Bookings per R.M.S. “ Port Kingston ” (Capt. J. G. Little), November 17th. Jamaica:—Mr. and Mrs. 
R. W. Bradley, Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Browne, Mr. F. E. Bates, Miss Buckley, Mr. Cresswell, Mr. J. F. Colliss, Miss 
Davy, Mr. Finzi, Miss Grout, Rev. R. W. Hay, Mrs. and Miss Hastings, Mrs. Jay, Hon. and Mrs. Errington Kerr, 
Mr. Geo. W. Kay, Miss Loveband, Mrs. Lopez, Maj. and Mrs. McGillycuddy, Master McGillycuddy, Miss McGillycuddy. 
Col. E. W. Malcolm, Mr., Mrs., Master and Miss Pringle, Mrs. Richmond, Mr. and Mrs. Syer, Capt., Mrs. and Miss 
Stuart, Mr. S. L. Schloss, Mrs. Sale, Miss M. Geddes-Smith, Rev. and Miss Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Townley, 
Mrs. Vernon, Hon. J. R. Watson. Bermuda:—Lt.-Col. and Mrs. C. D. Durnford, Miss Heycock, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick H. Hamilton, Mr. Stuart Hamilton, Master Frederick Hamilton, Miss Mathison, Miss N. H. Roberts 
Mr. L. E. Starmer, Staff-Surgeon and Mrs. H. M. B. She well.

MAIL ARRANGEMENTS.
Our readers are reminded that the latest date for the despatch of Christmas letters and parcels 

to the Colonies, are as follows :

Destination.

Bahamas
Bermuda ...
British Honduras...
West Indies (British), Antigua, Montserrat, Nevis 

and St. Kitts
Barbados, Dominica, Demerara, Grenada, St. Lucia 

St. Vincent, Tobago, and Trinidad
Jamaica ... ............................

Parcels.
Date of despatch to 

secure arrival about 
(see footnote)

Letters, &c. 
Date of despatch to 
secure arrival about 

(see footnote)

Liverpool the following day.

Christmas New Year’s Christmas New Year’sDay. Day. Day. Day.
Dec. 5 Dec. ig *Nov. 30 *Dec. 14
Dec. 8 Dec. 8 *Nov. 30 *Dec. 7
Dec. 1 Dec. 8 *Nov. 23 *Nov. 23

Nov. 21 Dec. 5 Nov. 20 Dec. 4

Dec. 5 Dec. 5 Dec. 4 Dec. 4
Dec. 5 Dec. 14 Nov. 30 Dec. 14

Despatched from

Outward Mails.
Date. Destination. Port of Dep. Company. Packet, Closing for
Nov. 7 Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, Letters in Ldn.

and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica, and Trinidad 

Demerara ... ...............
Barbados (for Demerara and W. I.

Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Trent ” Nov. 6, mdn’t.
,, 6, 6 p.m.

.. 7
,, 10

* Liverpool ... Liverpool Line “ Frednes ”

,, 16
Islands)

Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia
Liverpool ... Harrison Line ‘ ‘ Barrister ’ ’ ,, 9, mdn't.

and Dominica), Grenada, Trini­
dad and Demerara Dartmouth ... Direct Line ' ‘ Ayr ' ’

“ Port Kingston ”
,, 16, noon.
,, 16, föp.m.

17
„ 21

Bermuda, Turk’s Island & Jamaica 
Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada,

Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S,

and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica and Trinidad Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Orinoco ’ ’ ,, 20, mdn’t.
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Date.
Nov. 7 

,, 12

Where From.
Jamaica and Bermuda 
The West Indies ...

* Letters should be addressed “ Per S.S.

Homeward Mails.
Port of Arrival.
Avonmouth 
Southampton

Frednes ” via Liverpool.

Company.
I.D.W.I.M.S. 
R.M.S.P.Co.

Packet.
“ Port Kingston ” 
‘ ‘ Orinoco ’ ’

t In E.C. District up to 8 p.m.

SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
The Bank Rate stands at 6 per cent, {changed on October igth, 1906), and Consols (24- per cent} are 

quoted 86^. '
Present 
Amount.

Stock or 
Shares. Paid. Dividend. Price.

100,0001. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44............... 100 4% 100-102
375,0001. If Barbados- - 3^ „ „ 1925-42... 100 3i% 98-100
194,5001. If British Guiana 4 „ „ 1935... 100 4% 106-108
123,670!. If Grenada - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 100-102
1,098,9071. ff Jamaica - - 4 „ 1934... 100 4% 108-110
85.4791- tt St. Lucia - 4 „ „ 1919-44... 100 4% 101-103

422,5931. // Trinidad - - 4 „ „ 1917-42... 100 4% 100-102
600,000!. Trinidad - - 3 „ Inscribed Stock 1922-44... 100 3% 86-88
100,000 20 The Colonial Bank ¿6 7% 6¿-6|
600,000!. Stock. Royal Mail Steam Packet Company Ord. Stock............... 100 __ 54-56
9oo,oool. Stock. „ „ „ „ „ Pref. Stock............... 100 5% 91-93
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 4à% 89-91

26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5 —
46,874 5 „ „ n „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref...................... 5 — 2f-3¿

347.500I. Stock. „ „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 81-83
345,000!. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. 100 6% 99-102

5000 1 The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd £* —

165,000!. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock ............... 100 — 19-22
115,0001. Stock. „ „ „ 7 % Preference ............... 100 4 % lOl-lOSxd
31.250 10 „ „ „ 4 % Extension Preference... 10 4s- 8-8ixd
70,000!. Stock. „ „ „ 4 % Perpetual Deb. Stock 100 4% 94-96

65,500!. 100 Direct West India Cable Co., 4^% Reg. Debs, (within
Nos. 1 to 1200) red. 100 4Ì % 100|-102¿

12,000 5 Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd................................ Z2 10 ° 6% —
37,900!. 100 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb.

(within 1 to 1200) red.......................................................... 100 4Ì % 100$-102|
10,000 5 Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 5 5 % —
88,321 10 W. I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ............... 10 — H
34.563 10 „ 6% Cum. 1st Pref. 10 5S. 7^-8
4,669 10 „ „ n a nun 2nd „ 10 — 4¿-5¿

80,000!. 100 n u n » 5% Deb...................... 100 5% 99-102

EXPORTS OF PRODUCE FROM THE WEST INDIES.

Sugar..........................

Molasses ..............

Rum .........................
Cattle Pood and 

Molascuit
Cocoa.........................  
Coffee.........................  
Coconuts ..............  
Copra.......................... 
Cotton ..............  
Cotton Seed 
Asphalt ................  
Oranges ..............  
Bananas ..............  
Pimento ..............  
Spice.......................... 
Gold .........................  
Diamonds..............  
Rice .........................

Barbados.
Jan i to Oct. 8 

1906 1905 

49>7O5 37,374 Tns.

60,953 38,119 Pns.

British Guiana.
Jan. i to Oct. 12.
1906 1905

55,540 49,810 Tons.

2910 2024 Puns.

10,870 10,870 Puns.

Jamaica.
April i to Sept. 30. 
1906 1905

8550 6611 Tons.

974,880 738,540 Galls.

Trinidad.
Jan. i to Oct. 13.

1906 1905

505,022 279,93oBgs.&Brls. 
/ 2621 2887Puns. \

J 266 178 Tres. F
( 102 165 Brls. /

1130 349 Puns.

Grenada.
Oct. i to Oct. 15.
1904 1905

6543

23,577

52,188

4029 Tons.
45,247 lbs.

244,17*

36,096
16,354 

3,186,657

16,882

16,847 Cwts.

*4>*34 ,,
2,314,981

38,484 lbs.

21,699,310 
16,960

9.543, * *5
14,325

30,942,975 lbs.

*i,93o ,, 
8,254,4*7

9167 Bags.

225 479 Bags

69,752
2077

9*5,999

70,701 ozs.
3916 carats.

39. *95 lbs.

22,128,306 

9,551,753 
40,857

26,807,713
9,386,121 Stms

45,252 Cwts-

110,088 94,393 Tons.

S
P

IC
E

.
A
--

-

245 429 Brls.
*9 53 i-Brls.
32 25 Cases
i ... Bags
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY
Sugar.—We have now the four first estimates by the usual prophets of the present beet crops before us, and on the 

face of them they are encouraging as to the future course of prices for this season, although the temporary set back through 
realisations caused by dear money and other circumstances is for the present uncomfortable. These are the figures, and 
they show more or less important reductions in the crops as compared with last year.

Convention Europe Crops ... 1905/6-

Deficiencies
Crops in all Europe 
Deficiencies

CROP.
5,550,000

6,950,000

1906/7. 1906/7. 1906/7.
F. O. LICHT. OTTO LICHT. GIESECKER.

4,840,000 4,715,000 4,660,000
710,000 835,000 890,000

6,570,000 6,400,000 6,470,000
380,000 550,000 480,000

1906/7.
FACTORIES.

4,450,000 Tons.
1,100,000
6,150,000

800,000 ,,
In addition to the above we started with a minus of 100,000 tons in the visible supply on the 1st October this year, which 
makes the figures all the more striking. Messrs. Willett & Grey, the eminent American Statisticians, estimate the cane 
crops of the world, with favourable weather, at 4,919,000 tons, against 4,906.000 tons last year, and these figures may have 
to be reduced unless all goes well with the crops from now till September. From this it is perfectly clear we are not going to 
be overdone with sugar this season, whilst at anything like 9s. to 10s., basis 88, Consumption should not be interfered with. 
To write in a hopeful tone about sugar at the present moment needs courage, but whilst we are now looking at the gloomy 
side caused by outside circumstances, the picture may well assume a fairer aspect when these have passed away, as they 
probably will. The situation may be summed up by the simple statement that as matters look at present we are promised 
sufficient sugar for the world’s Consumption this year, but there should be no overplus after reckoning on the necessary 
visible supply on the 1st October, 1907, of about 1,000,000 tons, which is approximately one month’s Consumption.

The quotations of 88% beeton the 5th inst. were :—November, 8s. 7^d. ; December, 8s. 7^d. ; Jan./March, 8s. 9^d.; 
May, 8s. nd. ; August, 9s. ofd., and October/December, 1907, 8s. iojd., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :—
1906 1905 1904 1903 1902

Europe 730,000 590,000 770,000 1,170,000 1,110,000
United States 140,000 210,000 140,000 120,000 160,000
Cuba... 10,000 120,000 — 120,000 80,000
Afloat 60,000 70,000 160,000 90,000 100,000

Total 940,000 990,000 1,070,000 1,500,000 1,450,000
Quotations of 88% Beet, 5th Nov. :— 8s. 7^d. 8s. OJd. 12s. 9H 8s. 7d. 7s. 4fd.

Tons

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Like all other grades, business in yellow crystallised remains suspended, only retail lots 
selling at somewhere about late prices. Quotations are uncertain, and probably not over 16s. could be obtained for any 
quantity of average qualities. Refined imitations are offering at 15s. 3d., on our terms of sale. Peruvian 96 centrifugals 
having been sold to Refiners at 10s., on floating terms, about 10s. 3d. is now the value of West India.

Molasses Sugar.—Low qualities are in demand on the spot at ns., duty paid for 76 test, duty 2s. To arrive, 
Peruvians have been sold at 8s. in bond, for 89 test.

Muscovado.—There is practically no business to report, grocery kinds on the spot ranging from 14s. to 15s. To 
Refiners 89 test is worth about 9s. on floating terms.

West India Figures since 1st Jan.
Imports...
Deliveries
Stocks, 29th Oct.

Quotations of average qualities, 5th Nov. :

Rum.—Stocks in London, 29th Oct.: 
Jamaica 
Demerara ...
Total of all kinds

1906. 
47,000 
41,000 
15,000

16s. Od.
1906.

88OO
3OOO

18,700

1905.
33.000
34,000

8000
15s. Od.

1905-
8900
4800

21,400

1902.
56,000 Tons.
37,000 ,,
32,000 
14s. 3d.

1903.
10,800 Puns.

6600 ,,

1904. 
36,000 
40,000

8000
20s. 9d.

1904.
10,600

6100
25,700 

still no business to

1903. 
20,000 
35,000 
13,000 
15s. 9d.

28,300 ,, 
. ___ Prices are entirely

This much may be said, that the first arrivals should command satisfactory
Jamaica is steady with a value of 2s. 2d. for Standard Home Trade Marks. Leewards and other

Stocks of Demerara in Importers’ hands being exhausted, there is
nominal and had better not be suggested.
rates.

report.

are quoted rod. to is. 2d.

Cocoa.—Stocks in London, 29th Oct. : 1906.
Trinidad................  ... ... ... 9900
Grenada................  ... ... ... 4600
Total of all kinds ... ... ... 54,900 78,100 91,000

The necessities of our smaller Manufacturers are compelling them to pay high prices for the

1905.
19.300
10,000

1904.
27,400
12,400

Foreign kinds

1903.
16,100 Bags.

8300 ,, 
59,800

the necessities ot our smaller Manufacturers are compelling them to pay high prices for the trifling available lots 
of West Indian cocoa at present here, and a further advance has been established for these small supplies. Continental 
and American consumers appear also to want cocoa, and the general tone of the Market is firm. The bears seem still short, 
and this helps matters. To-day s quotations of West India cocoa in small quantities are : Trinidad fair collected, 70s., 
Estate Marks, 71s. to 76s.; Grenada fair, 63s., fermented, 66s. to 69s. From other Islands fair Native is worth 62s and 
fermented up to 68s.

Coffee.—Quiet. Good ordinary Jamaica, 42s.

Arrowroot.—Easier.

T . ? utmegs.—The latest ^es of West India include 68’s at is. 6d., 81’sat nd., 86’s at 9^., 94’s at 8d„ 120’s at 6d., 
129 s at5|d., and in shell, 4d. Mace.—Fair red realised is. 3d. and broken, is. id. Pimento.—Quiet. Value of fair, 2gd.

Arrowroot.—Easier. Moderate sales of good manufacturing St. Vincent at 2^d.
Lime Juice.—Unchanged, value, lod. to is. 2d. Concentrated, steadv at Z22 

value, 2s. id. to 2s. 3d. Distilled Oil, quiet but firm at 2s. 6d. * Hand Pressed, again easier,
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No LXXX.

Sir Charles James Tarring, 

this anxiety on the part of certain

übe West JnOla Committee TRooms, 

15 Seething Lane, London,

Nov. 19th, 1906

Telegrams: “Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

I
t is gratifying to learn from the second Annual 

Report of the British Cotton Growing Asso­
ciation for the twelve months ended August 31st 
last, what excellent progress has been made in 
the work of rendering Lancashire less dependent 
upon foreign countries for the supply of raw 
materials for her great Cotton Industry and 
consequently stimulating the cultivation of cotton 
in our Colonies and dependencies. “ The time 
for mere experiments has passed ” says the report, 
« The case is proved. All the cotton Lancashire 
requires can be grown within the British Em­
pire.” In the West Indies, cotton growing is 
established on a sound commercial basis, and 
the production this year is estimated to reach 
^100,000 in value; the Indian Government is 
now alive to the necessity of action ; in West 
Africa, nearly 10,000 bales have been produced 
this season, and the industry in Lagos is already 
a commercial success ; in East Africa, appre­
ciable quantities of excellent cotton are being 
produced, while the attention of the whole of the 
British Empire has been aroused. Why then 

land for growing cotton in theLancashire spinners to purchase
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United States of America ? This is a question which, as it seems to us, may very fairly be asked ; 
but there is another equally pertinent and that is : Why does the Association and the work of Mr J. 
E. Newton, the chairman, Mr. J. A. Hutton, and their Council, not receive a greater measure of 
support from Lancashire herself. Can it be that the lessons of 1902 are already being forgotten. It 
looks very much as if this were the case. But, be that as it may, it is a matter for regret that of the 
¿"500,000 asked for by the Association, only ¿"247,273 should have been subscribed. Taking into 
consideration the fact that Lancashire was losing nearly a million a week during the time of the cotton 
famine, it should not be much to expect the County to make one payment of half that amount now that 
times have improved. Though it primarily concerns Lancashire, the matter has rightly been des­
cribed as National and Imperial, so closely is the welfare of this country and her Colonies wrapped 
in the prosperity of the Cotton Industry. It therefore behoves every British subject to do his utmost 
towards developing the cotton growing movement, whether by forwarding his subscription, or by 
growing cotton for the Manchester looms, as so many of our readers in the West Indies are now 
doing. If the newly established Imperial Cotton Industry is to be made an absolute success, 
it will require care and fostering for many years to come, and it is therefore essential that the 
Association should become a permanent institution. The Council in their report point out, that “ it 
will be evident to every business man that such permanency can only be secured by the provision of 
ample capital, as by that means alone can the establishment of the Association as a commercial 
success be established.” They therefore realise that the work must be placed on a business footing 
as soon as possible, and they expect that next year they will not only be able again to report a large 
increase in the quantity of cotton grown, but also that decided progress has been made towards com­
mercial success by the earning of dividends. The Imperial Department of Agriculture has taken such 
a lion’s share in the development of the cotton growing industry in conjunction with the British 
Cotton Growing Association in the Colonies in which we are more particularly interested, that we 
may avail ourselves of this opportunity of expressing the gratification which will be felt throughout 
the West Indies at the announcement that the Government have decided to renew the grant for the 
upkeep of this admirable organisation for a further period of five years. Though the grant will be on 
a rather reduced scale, and the terms somewhat modified, it is a matter for the utmost satisfaction 
that the many representations which have been forwarded by the West India Committee from the 
various West Indian Colonies to the Colonial Office have served their purpose. In another column 
will be found particulars regarding the terms of the grant, from which it will be seen that during the 
coming five years the Imperial Department of Agriculture will be gradually set free from its leading 
strings, with the object of securing its continuance with the support of the Colonies themselves when 
the present grant expires, a laudable object which we hope will be realised, believing as we do in the 
utmost importance, in the case especially of the smaller Islands, of there being a central agricultural 
organisation and authority.

^INCE we called attention in our columns to the subject of the alleged slavery in San Thomé and 
Principe the question has attracted considerable attention in Switzerland, in which country a 

large amount of cacao is used, the Signal de Geneve and the Journal de Genève having both been ventilating 
the matter. In the former our recent articles have been reproduced in full, and the attention of Swiss 
confectioners drawn to the question as to whether the San Thomé and Principe cacao is slave "town 
in the true sense of the word or not. The statements in the Swiss papers called forth energetic 
replies from Mr. Consul Basso in the Journal and Mr. Almada Negreiroa in the Signal in which 
Mr. Nevinson’s statements on the subject were indignantly challenged. We have now received from 
Mr. Negreiroa, whose letter to us on the subject we reproduce, a copy of a “ Mémoire Justificatif," 
which appears to have been issued semi-officially by the Portuguese Government, in which it is stated
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that this labour system, both as regards the recruiting and the conditions of labour on the estates, is 
conducted on strictly humanitarian lines, the welfare of the labourers being looked after in every 
respect and safeguarded by regulations which official agents see are carried out. But, as our con­
temporary, the Signal, points out, we want facts not phrases, and at present our faith in the facts set 
out by us is unshaken. The articles of Mr. Nevinson in “ Harper’s Magazine ” contained statements 
from personal observation as to the slave trade in the Portuguese Colonies, which were supported by all 
the weight of that important publication. In our own West India Committee Circular we have given corro­
borative evidence from a gentleman who resided for many years in Portuguese West Africa. Further, in 
Mr. F. S. Arnot’s book “ Garenganze,” heart-rending accounts are given by eye witnesses so recently 
as 1900-4 of the slave caravans from the Zambesi, which travel vid Bihe to the coast, whence they are 
shipped to San Thome. On p. 63 the writer says, “ Although I make this entry with the setting sun, I 
have still vividly before me a sad, heart-rending sight—a slave caravan on the march. This travelling 
mass of humanity had been months on the road. An hour ago I could not have trusted myself to write 
of the harrowing sights .... The porters from Bihe were carrying on in secret an infamous traffic in 
slaves.” Again, “ one caravan passed us yesterday, the native traders having nothing but slaves for 
sale.” M. Alfred Bertrand, the well-known explorer, also, writing to the Journal de Geneve, expresses 
a hope that the Portuguese authorities will proceed to a serious inquiry into what occurs in this regard 
in the new countries which stretch to the north-west of Lorenzo Marques, to the west of Barotseland, 
and in Angola. As matters now stand, we have the strongest evidence to show that in the Portuguese 
Colonies on the mainland a slave trade of the worst description—-and not the less objectionable because 
it is carried out under the aegis of tacit official recognition—is still going on. Why should this cease 
at the coast ? Is it likely that the suffering slaves of Portuguese Angola become the contented, 
prosperous labourers, well-paid, well-fed and repatriated, of the plantations of Portuguese San Thome 
and Principe, which the semi-official “ Memoire Justificatif ” of the Portuguese Government would have 
us believe, and which M. Negrieroa maintains? The more the matter is looked into, the more the 
necessity of a searching and unbiassed official inquiry becomes apparent. On the one hand we 
have strong evidence, from reliable eye-witnesses, that a species of slave trade actually exists ; and 
on the other, the mere statements from semi-official sources that the labour system is carefully super­
vised and humanely conducted. The large quantity of cacao which is consumed in this country 
coming from San Thome and Principe demands that some steps be taken to settle this vexed question, 

and set the mind of the conscientious consumer at rest.

ir t the instance of the Grenada Agricultural Society the West India Committee m June last requested 
A. the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to advise His Majesty’s Consuls in the chief cacao 
producing countries of the world to procure the fullest and most complete information possible regarding 
the production of cacao and the methods of cultivation prevailing, the destination of exports and ot e 
such matters which could prove of value to cacao planters in British possessions. S« Ganv 
who, it will be remembered, spent several months in the West Indres m r897 as a membe o theiRoyal 
Commission, readily acceded to this request, thus evincing the interest which he takes m ^ welfare 

t 1 j nnA of which__Dominica—was his headquarters on that occasion. As of our cacao growing Islands, one owhh Dorn q m Consuls>
a result we are now able to give the first of a series^

which, we venture to think, will prove o g linnn the fact that the cacao
1 Tn a recent issue we commented upon the tact that me cacauthe great cacao planting industry. In hi uk the same rate of increase as that in other

production in the West Indies was not showing anything like the same
parts of the cacao producing world, and the information which we are no ab to give p
act as a stimulus to our planters by showing them what is being done m other countries P



THE WÈST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. Nov. 20th, 1906

SIR CHARLES JAMES TARRING.

Sir Charles James Tarring, who has just received the honour of Knighthood, occupied the 
position of Chief Justice of Grenada from January, 1898, until last year, when he retired. Sir Charles 
Tarring is the son of Mr. John Tarring, architect. He was educated at the City of London School 
and Trinity College, Cambridge, where he took his B.A. degree in 1868, and M.A. in 1883. He was 
called to the Bar as a Member of the Inner Temple in 1871. From 1878 to 1880 he held the 
important position of Professor of Law in the Imperial University of Japan, and three years later he 
became Judge of H.B.M.’s Supreme Consular Court at Constantinople, which post he held until 1897. 
He is the author of many publications of note, including “ Chapters on the Law relating to the 
Colonies,” a review of the third edition of which appeared recently in our columns ; “ Analytical 
Tables of the Laws of Real Property”; “British Consular Jurisdiction in the East”; and a 
“ Practical Turkish Grammar.” Sir Charles Tarring is a Member of the West India Committee.

THE “SHARK PAPERS.”
Among the many objects of interest in the Institute of Jamaica, few possess greater attraction 

than the famous “ Shark Papers,” of which we give an illustration on another page. The story of 
them, as narrated by Mr. Frank Cundall, the cultured Secretary of the Institute, is briefly as follows : 
The brig “ Nancy,” of 125 tons, owned by Germans by birth but naturalised citizens of the United 
States, left Baltimore for Cura^oa on July 3rd, 1799, commanded by Thomas Briggs, her cargo 
consisting of dry goods, provisions and lumber. She put in at Aruba, and proceeded to Port au 
Prince, in Hayti, and having carried away her maintop mast she was making the best of her way to 
the Isle of Ash, or Isle la Vache, a small Island off the south-coast of Hayti, when on August 28th 
she was captured by H.M.S. “ Sparrow,” a cutter commanded by Hugh Wylie, and sent in to Port 
Royal with another prize, a Spanish cruiser. A “ libel,” or suit for salvage, was brought in the Court 
of Vice-Admiralty at Kingston on September 9th, 1799, by George Crawford Recketts, Advocate- 
General, on behalf of Hugh Wylie, Esq., Commander of H.M. cutter “ Sparrow,” against “ a certain 
Brig or Vessel called the ‘ Nancy,’ her Guns, Tackle, Furniture, Ammunition, and Apparel, and the 
Goods, Wares, Merchandise, Specie, and effects on board her, taken and seized as the property of 
some person, or persons, being enemies of our Sovereign Lord and King, and good and lawful prize 
on the high seas, and within the jurisdiction of this Court.” A claim for the dismissal of the suit 
with costs was put in on the 14th of September, backed by affidavits, in which, as it subsequently 
transpired, Briggs and Schultze perjured themselves freely. While the case was proceeding, Michael 
Fitton, acting Lieutenant, produced on the same day certain papers which he had found in a 
shark caught off Jacmel, while he was cruising in the “ Ferret,” a tender of H.M.S. “ Abergavenny ” 
the flagship at Port Royal. He was cruising in company with Wylie, who was in command of the 
“ Sparrow ” cutter, another tender of the “ Abergavenny.” They had gone out with the object of 
earning, for the stationary flagship, a share of the prizes which were constantly being taken by the 
cruisers. On rejoining after an accidental separation, Fitton invited Wylie by signal to come to 
breakfast: and while waiting for him the shark was caught, and the papers were found? When Wvlie 
came on board the “ Ferret,” he mentioned that he had detained an American brig called the “Nancv.” 
Fitton thereupon said he had her papers. “ Papers ? ” answered Wylie, “ why I sealed up her papers 
and sent them in with her. “Just so, replied Fitton, “ those were her false papers; here aVher 
real ones. These papers, together with others of an incriminating nature, found on the “ Nancv ” 

her capture, concealed in the captain’s cabin, “ so hard drove in that it was with 
difficulty they could be taken out and in a cask of salt pork—led to the condemnation of the brig and 
Ihl « Ng° 1! °f J799- It may be mentioned here that about three years before

e Nancy had been captured by a French privateer, and carried into GuadelounI and there 
condemned as American property. The old court-house of Kingston, in which the case was tried (now

“«“"«J VE 

now m the Vice-Admiralty Court concerning Ibis rtrang^Xw^lndtrwEoi0^ 3,1 P3^
particulars given above. ° ’ rOm ^em have been gathered the

In the United Service Museum, London, is the head of the shark which swallowed the papers.



THE FAMOUS SHARK PAPERS.
The strange story of how these papers were found in a shark’s maw, off Hayti, and how they led to the 

condemnation of the “Nancy” brig, is told by Mr. Frank Cundall, the Secretary of the Jamaica Institute, where 
the documents are now preserved, on another page of the West India Committee Circular. The Memorandum which 
accompanies the shark papers runs as follows:—

condemnation of the “Nancy’ 
the documents are now

’ brig.

“ Papers found in a shark’s maw by Lieut, 
to his affidavit in the Cause Adv. Genl. * *

Wylie & al..vs. The Brig Nancy.

Fitton, “ Abergavenny ” Tendr. These papers were delivered to me by Lieut. Fitton at the time of his swearing

J. Fraser, Surrogate. 24 September, 1799.

Lieutenant Fitton’s affidavit, shown above, reads as follows .
Jamaica SS.

In the Court of Vice-Admiralty. 
The Adv. Gen. : ex rei. Wylie et al.

vs.
The Brig Nancy, &c.

.Michael Fitton Esquire being duly sworn 1maketh oath and ^¡^^^ender of^Hi^ ^rks^d
this deponent being on a cruise off Jacmel in the island of , sharks AncTthis deponent saith that having caught one of the said sharks and
which he had towed alongside the said tender for the ks iaws and clean them, as the said shark was larger than common which the
said'S amei did^hils? others opened itTmawTnd f f decent daVfromCurS, anTas’k occurred to thi? d®P°f^^

“ °f ‘”e

-¡ay T Somber, ™

Michael Fitton.
J. Fraser, Surrogate.
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In conclusion, it may be mentioned that another case somewhat similar, though fraught with less 
dramatic results, occurred some years since at Kingston, when a well-known resident by the harbour 
shot a crocodile, and found in it the collar of his wife’s favourite cat !

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
It will be of interest to our readers to know that the number of Members elected to the West 

India Committee during the current year already exceeds the figure for 1905, a state of affairs which 
must be considered extremely satisfactory. As has already been pointed out, by virtue of Rule IV., 
the subscriptions of Members elected during November and December of this year will not be renew­
able until January 1st, 1908. The next election will take place on Thursday next, November 22nd. 
It is hoped that Members will endeavour still further to strengthen the Committee by introducing 
suitable candidates for election. It should be added that the minimum subscription is one guinea per 
annum, and that there is no entrance fee.

THE BIRTHDAY HONOURS.
The King has approved of the honour of knighthood being conferred on Mr. Charles James 

Tarring, late Chief Justice of Grenada, and among other recipients of honours on the occasion of 
His Majesty's birthday are Mr. James Richmond, M.Inst. C.E., Director of the Jamaica Government 
Railway, and Mr. Robert Henry McCarthy, Collector and Surveyor of Customs and Member of 
the Executive and Legislative Councils of Trinidad and Tobago, both of whom become Companions 
of the Order of St. Michael and St. George. We are glad also to see the name of Mr. Pietro James 
Michelli, Secretary of the Seaman’s Hospital Society, in the list of honours, as being appointed 
Companion of the Order of St. Michael and St. George, in recognition of his work on behalf of the 
London School of Tropical Medicine. To all these gentlemen we offer our sincere congratulations.

BRITISH BEET AND THE SUGAR CONVENTION.
At the meeting of the Council of the Central and Associated Chambers of Agriculture, held on 

the 6th November, Mr. Courtney Warner, M.P., in the chair, a resolution was brought forward to the 
effect that “ This Council hopes that the Government will give its attention to^the growth of sugar 
beet in the United Kingdom, and that it would support the Sugar Convention.” Lord Denbigh, in 
speaking on the subject, pointed out the desirability of establishing a beet industry in this country. 
At the present moment the Government were more or less committed to denounce the Sugar Con­
vention, as soon as its period had expired. He wanted to urge the influential agricultural associations 
to bring pressure to bear on the Government, and ask them for an assurance that when the Convention 
came to an end they would not agree to any provision that would admit of the re-estabhshment of 
cartels, as the latter would do away with any chance of sugar being grown and manufactured in this 
country. Further discussion on the resolution was adjourned until the next meeting.

CANE SUGAR OR BEET ? 
By F. I. Scard, F.I.C.

(Concluded from p. 535)-
The machinery used for evaporation and crystallisation with both cane and beet is, to all intents 

and purposes, identical, that of the beet industry requiring, however, more
cane As there is with the beet no refuse available for fuel purposes as with the cane, coal has to be used 
for power supply On the whole it may be said that, although the extraction of the juice m the first

beet product after having partaken of food prepared witi cane ™lasse. Peat mos^s now being us^ 
with the beet molasses as an absorbent for the purpose, and fine megass,

“^i,. podtion .be two of b. —I UP '¿‘Si SjZ
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that in the case of beet, as I have already said, tending not only to destroy its flavour, but also to 
produce objectionable features in itself. The interesting point is that cane juice, containing the same 
quantity of sugar chemically as beet juice, is infinitely sweeter to the taste. There is no question 
about this. It is a rich sweetness which is peculiar to the sugar cane, and this opens up the problem 
as to whether the greater part, if not the whole of the so-called sweetness of sugar, is not due to other 
constituents of the juice present than a quality of the cane-sugar itself. Molasses from raw 
cane_ treacle—is, as we all know, sweet to an intense degree, although it does not contain anything 
like the amount of cane sugar that the raw sugar does. Certain it is that the more sugar is refined, 
the more it loses its quality of sweetness, and it may be mentioned that in one instance where sugar 
was successively crystallised from alcohol and washed with ether to secure purity, the resulting 
product, although in the form of a fine powder and exhibiting all the chemical and physical properties 
of cane-sugar, was quite devoid of taste. On the other hand saccharin, which is perhaps the sweetest 
body known, is prepared synthetically from bodies which can in no possible manner be called sweet. 
The fact of the matter is that the property of sweetness is physiological/" and as such involved in 
more or less obscurity, and its why and wherefore cannot be specified with the exactitude of a chemical 
or physical quality. . . .

Perhaps, however, the most forcible way of bringing home the point of the superiority of cane 
sugar over beet, is to compare the raw products from which the refined sugars are prepared. It is 
difficult to believe that a silk purse can be prepared from the ear of a sow, and it is just as difficult 
to realise that as good a product can be obtained from the offensive raw beet as from the sweet 
smelling cane sugar. This is recognised by the bee, one of the highest authorities on matters 
saccharine, who in his particular branch of confectionery refuses beet, but is partial to cane sugar.

The dietetic value of Cane Sugar.
ft is not a question of polarisation or of chemical analysis, but of a physiological property of as 

delicate a nature as a nerve sensation, and how and by what this is brought about does not concern 
us. The facts are that cane juice is sweeter than beet juice, that raw cane is pleasing while raw beet 
is the reverse, and from these the most elementary mind will come to the only conclusion possible, 
that the sugar product of the former is better than that of the latter. Hitherto nothing has been said 
as to the relative value of the two sugars as a food supply. Taking the refined sugar of both descrip­
tions and looking at them from the point of view merely of a supply of “ carbohydrate ” material 
to be assimilated and stored up in the liver as “ amyloid substance” or animal starch—whatever 
its ultimate destination may be—there would probably be nothing to choose between the two. 
When, however, the raw sugar is come to it is quite another story. The raw beet, as already 
mentioned, is “impossible” as a human food supply, and any organic virtues other than those of 
sugar it might have possessed, have been destroyed by the process of manufacture. With raw 
cane sugars, however, especially muscovadoes, a certain amount of the other organic constituents 
of the juice is present, and the restorative properties of these are well-marked. It is recorded that 
Holbein, the swimmer, in his attempts to swim the Channel, chose sandwiches made with muscovado 
sugar as being the most sustaining diet under the circumstances—practical evidence on the subject 
of the greatest value. The West Indian Island negro, during the heavy work of cane-cutting, &c., 
in the crop season, lives almost entirely on sugar-cane—and is in far better condition at the end of it 
than at the beginning. It would appear that it is not so much or merely the sugar as the presence of 
some other constituents of the juice which produce a result which would not be produced by 
the chemical sugar alone. A parallel instance to this is afforded by the use of lime juice as 
a prophylactic for scurvy, citric acid by itself—the essential principle of lime juice—being of little 
or no use. Again, raisins, dates, &c., are well known as sustaining alimentary agents, but the 
sugar which they contain, and which constitutes the bulk of them, would be of little value without the 
remainder, and vice versa. The value of cane juice in consumption has already been mentioned. 
Muscovado sugar is the nearest approach to it, and with children, where a high sugar diet is of the 
great importance, muscovado or raw cane alone should be used.

“ Demerara ” and its imitators.
While on this subject there is just one point I should like to bring forward, and that is the 

indifference of housekeepers in many instances to the authenticity of the sugar bought by them. 
Demerara crystals, the generic term for West Indian crystallised grocery sugar, were first manu­
factured about i860, and soon gained a position in the market, being preferred for general purposes to 
the muscovado, the only kind of raw sugar previously used for consumption. This led to their being 
imitated by the beet refiners here, white beet crystals being actually coloured with a yellow aniline 
dye for the purpose. These are attractive to the eye, and that is all. They have none of the aroma 
and flavour of the true yellow crystals, which, as already said, are due to the juice characteristics which

* See par in West India Committee Circular, Vol. XXI., p. 174, •• Is Saccharin a Poison ”
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SB ■?, “ X
can The ren^ at 1OWGr than the colonial makers of real crystals
until IQO ^further chea^ pIaCe beet iS Cheaper tO refine than raw cane’ an^ was
mamJ? ? •th cheapened by the bounty system, and that Demerara sugar, on account of essential

C°ndltlons’ ls more costly to produce than the ordinary refining crystals. Further, as a 
crystal kSnntTlP e CaDn°i always be turned out, it naturally follows that the high-class Demerara 
kynnf n Way! ayailable> an^ a lower grade, although quite as good dietetically as the high-class, 
s not so pleasing to the eye of the consumer as the bright yellow imitation. Were, however, the 
atter to realise how his true interests lie in the cane variety there would be no demand for the 

imitation variety, no matter how bright and pleasing it might appear. Consumers in their own 
•¡ku i °uId help to bring this about by insisting on their being supplied with cane-sugar—whether 
it be the old-fashioned muscovado, Demerara sugar, or “pure cane” loaf sugar.

At the present time more than half of the total sugar production of the world is beet. Of the 
1 k* V^7 tOns which represented the sugar for 1905-6, 7,237,366 tons were beet, 6,953,649 tons of 
which were grown on the Continent, and the balance almost entirely in the United States, principally 
in the west. Canada has a small industry of about 10,000 tons, but from the ready access of this 
country to British-grown cane, the industry is not likely to assume any large proportions. Cane-sugar 
which amounted to 4,900,621 tons for the same year, is grown in most of the tropical and semi- 
tropical countries of the world; the West and East Indies, Mauritius, Java, Hawaii, Queensland, 
Egypt, tropical South America, all contribute towards the cane supply. As regards consumption the 
United Kingdom last year consumed about 1,719,000 tons of sugar, 1,455,000 tons of which were beet, 
and only 244,000 cane. Of the 600,000 tons or more which represents the exports of the British 
Colonies, it is a curious fact that not more than 120,000 tons came to the Mother Country, and it has been 
used as an argument by the opponents of the Brussels Convention—the Convention which removed 
Continental bounties and rendered inoperative the trust combines, that its ratification has not resulted 
in British Colonial cane-sugar coming into the Mother Country to a greater extent than before. This 
is not due to the Convention, but rather to the preferential treatment given by Canada to British 
grown sugars. In pre-Convention days the West Indian refining sugar went to the United States, 
where the countervailing duty imposed on bounty sugars put it on a fair footing with beet, 
while the Indian countervailing duties did the same for Mauritius sugar. The effect of the abolition 
of the bounties has been, however, to attract cane-sugar to the United Kingdom, and thus displace 
beet to the great advantage of the consumer. It may be taken as an accepted fact that under natural 
conditions cane-sugar can be landed at the consuming centres at an equal cost to beet, in fact the 
growth of this industry since the Brussels Convention removed bounties and unfair competition has 
demonstrated this, and with the continuance of fair trade in this respect there would be every prospect 
of cane-sugar taking the place of beet in this country, to the great advantage of all concerned.

CACAO REPORTS.—I. BAHIA.
In a special report forwarded to the West India Committee by the Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs, Mr. Morden C. Harbord, Acting British Consul at Bahia, Brazil, states that cacao is grown 
in the districts of Valencia, Nova Boipeba, Taperoa, Barcellos, Jequie, Camamu, Barra do Rio de 
Contas, Ilheos, Olivenca, Una, Cannavieiras, Belmonte, Santa Cruz, Porto Seguro, and m t e va ey 
of the Rio Mucury in this State. The trees attain a height of from 15 to 40 ft, and are generally 
planted in low ground near the rivers, or on the sides of the watersheds, from seeds or young p ants, 
at a distance of 8 to 13ft. apart in parallel lines. When first planted the young trees are usually 
surrounded by shade trees, such as the banana, to avoid too much sun. eY require 1 e caie 
beyond cleaning the ground and pruning. The trees flower in January or t e rs crop, an con e 
generally until July for the second or principal crop The variety called ^afa 
smallest bean, next conies the “ Common Cacao,” whilst the largest kind is the Maranhao. 1 he 
crop is marketed from April to December, and the finest qualities come from
Belmonte. The beans are allowed to ferment three to five days, and are then usually^xposed to the 
sun on wooden trays running on rails to the stove in case of rain, for five or six days when if^dry 
enough they are bagged in sacks of 60 kilos each for shipment to Bahia, o ee p rannot be stored any 
for drying are used^ and their employment should be more general. Cacao cannot e a^
length of time, as it is liable to become weevilly and mildewed
greater quantity of Bahia cacao comes from Ilheos, but does no o g , and size
inferior quality More care should be taken in the preparation to obtain an even colour and size.
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The production during the crop year from April to March in bags of 60 kilos has been as 
follows :—

I9o2-3. 1903 4. 1904.5. 1905-6. April to Oct. 9, 1906.
293,484 245,747 304,442 318,000 160,000 (about).

The countries to which the exports of cacao went during 1905 were :—
Bags. Bags

Hamburg and options 79.972 Havre and options ... 46,890

Bremen ,, 1.475 Bordeaux ... 19,164
Copenhagen and Christiania ... 3.106 Marseilles and options 8,419
Southampton and options 3.009 Trieste and Fiume 2,950
Liverpool 4.144 Genoa and N aples 550
Bristol 7.506 Montevideo and Buenos Ayres 8,742
London 1.695 New York 68,958
Amsterdam ... 9.759 Lisbon IO
Rotterdam ... 3.800 Coastwise ... 567
Antwerp 6,080

COTTON IN ST. VINCENT.
In his reports on the Botanic Station and Agricultural School of St. Vincent, Mr. W. N. Sands gives 

the results of the manurial experiments in connection with cotton cultivation. The experiments were 
duplicated on six different estates in the Island, but owing to various causes, results were obtained 
from three estates only. The manures used were pen manure; cotton seed, kainite and super­
phosphates ; nitrate of soda, kainite and superphosphates; nitrate of soda and superphosphates; karnite 
and superphosphates; salt: salt, nitrate of soda, kainite and superphosphates, copper sulphate ; 
Copper sulphate ; nitrate of soda, kainite and superphosphates. “ As to the value of the manure 
applied,” says Mr. Sands, 11 a small gain was observed in the yields from plots that received manure con­
taining nitrogen, but in no case was the estimated monetary value of the increased yield of seed 
cotton commensurate with the cost of the manures and their application, taking the average weight 
of lint to weight of seed-cotton as 27.5 per cent. On the other hand, if it had been found possible 
to apply manures such as pen manure and crushed cotton seed when the land was being prepared for 
planting, better results might have been obtained.” The total area in cotton cultivation was 790 acres, 
a much smaller acreage than the previous year, but this Mr. Sands considered as being better in every 
way, as much greater attention was given to the cultivation of suitable lands. 121,174 lbs. of lint 
were ginned, but the crop would have been greater if more labour had been available for picking.

THE BRITISH COTTON GROWING ASSOCIATION.

The second annual report of the British Cotton Growing Association states that excellent 
progress has been made during the past twelve months. The total capital of the Association will 
shortly be ¿"247,273, being an increase of ¿"61,328 during the year. Disappointment is, however, 
expressed that the cotton trade has not more readily recognised in a practical way the necessity of 
supporting the work by subscribing the required capital. The whole of the capital, namely ¿"500,000, 
will be required very shortly, and the question is giving the Council much trouble and anxiety.

A scheme had been drawn up which would fall equitably on employers and operatives, and 
under this 60 per cent, of the capital had been subscribed by the spinners and manufacturers, and 23 per 
cent, by the employees and operatives. The Council state that they have every reason to hope that 
the loss on working, which had been greatly reduced, will be further reduced next year, and that in 
1908 they will be able to show an even account, and possibly a profit. If sufficient capital is placed 
at their disposal, and if the work is proceeded with on business lines, there is every reason to believe 
that in a few years time the Association will achieve a commercial success, namely, the earning of 
dividends. J 0

During the year cotton to the value of ¿"270,000 had been grown under the auspices of the 
Association and the year’s production in the West Indies was estimated to reach the value of ¿"100,000. 
In West Africa nearly 10,000 bales had been produced this season, and the industry in Lagos was 
* c°mmercial success. The Council urgently appeal for more capital to develop the cotton
u t vation of West Africa, stating that the expenditure next year in that region will be ¿"50,000, 

while m 1908 probably ¿"100 000 will be barely sufficient. The Council are strongly of opinion 
AU the -cotton Lane K reaC1ted’ The ‘ime f°r has passed. The case is proved.

1 the cotton Lancashire requires can be grown within the limits of the Empire. If however the 
essential thlt Ihe^c^ti^^  ̂ reqUir6 f°Stering f°r years- “d* is’ therefore,
essential that the Association should become a permanent institution. This, they state, can only be
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secured by the provision of capital, as by that means alone can the establishment of the Association 
as a commercial success be assured. The Council have, therefore, determined that, so far as is com­
patible with the objects to be attained, every portion of the work must be placed upon a business 
basis as soon as possible.

Details of the work accomplished in India and the several Colonies accompany the report. In 
India 20,411,000 acres are now devoted to cotton, and the crop in 1905-6 amounted to 3,240,000 bales. 
It is now practically established that Egyptian cotton can be successfully grown in India, and as fully 
1,000,000 acres are available for it, provided irrigation works are carried out, it is confidently expected 
that Sind will supplement the Egyptian crop.

The great progress made in the West Indies in 1905 has been surpassed in 1906. Not only has' 
the quantity of cotton grown largely increased, but the quality has been well maintained, and in many 
cases much improved. The planters have obtained good prices for their cotton, the better growths 
fetching 2d. to 3d. a pound over similar grades of American-grown cotton.

Sir Daniel Morris estimated the exports of West India Sea Island as follows:—
Bales.
1,740
2,800

1904
1905

¿30,056 
63.291

It is shown in the report that 4,042 bales of West Indian cotton passed through the hands of 
the Association in 1906, and realised / 68,674, as compared with ¿"28,331 for 1,746 bales in 1905. The 
oil plant sent to Barbados is now running, and giving satisfactory results. This should improve the 
profits of the planters, as it will enable them to obtain a better price for their seed than by exporting 
it, with the further advantage that the oil cake can be retained for feeding purposes, and thus return 
to the land what has been taken out of it. The Council have continued the grant of ¿300 for the 
services of an additional expert, and a further ¿100 has been specially voted for St. Kitts and Antigua. 
A sum of ¿"100 has also been granted to the Bahamas for experimental and other work. The 
President, Sir Alfred Jones, has most generously given a number of gold and silver medals as prizes 
for the best cotton produced this season in each of the principal Islands. The ginning factory at St. 
Vincent, put up at the cost of the Government and the Association, has been taken over by the 
planters, and is being run as a small co-operative company. A largely attended Conference was held 
in Manchester on August 29th, 1906, when Sir Daniel Morris, in a most interesting address, gave a 
full account of the cotton growing industry in the West Indies, which is now thoroughly established 
on a commercial basis, and is certain to be largely extended in the future to the mutual advantage of 
the Lancashire cotton spinners and the West Indian planters. Negotiations are in progress for a 
special cotton trip to the West Indies, which will enable Lancashire spmners to visit the cotton Islands 
and inspect plantations under cotton, and also the ginneries and oil mill at work.-

The progress in West Africa has exceeded the most sanguine expectations of the Council, and 
the industry is now established in Lagos on a commercial basis. In ayear or two
mav be expected in Northern Nigeria, and also on a smaller scale on the Gold Coast, but m Sierra 
Leone and Southern Nigeria much patience will be required before really satisfactory results can be 
loSS for The experience of the past year fully j-tiftes the policy
that the onlv practicable way to develop cotton growing in West Africa is by its establishment as a 
native industry ; in other words, the native will do better work when farming on his own account than 

when working for ^es °n a plantation was to a great extent a failure, but notwith­

standing this Parral fadye a substantialquantity ^^y active but ^viV and

of exports. In South Afr. ca the prospect of the establishment of cotton growing
assistance have been readily given, and there is y p p Mombasa British East Africa, has been 
as a permanent industry. A small ginning p anp Association reports most favourably on
worked with satisfactory results, and a representative of the
the possibilities of an immediate and large ex en v wood. The report concludes by
cotton so far produced is of the Egyptian fact that Cotton in sufficient quantity, and of
stating that the Association has definitely est within the Empire. The time has
every quality required for Lancashire s needs, can e P . . merely a question of capital,
now come for everything to be put upon a commercial basis, and this is merely a q

AGRICULTURE in ST. LUCIA.
In the Report of the Experimental Scho^^^Penmen^ (Musa<'Cavendishii)

driving remaAabi/if thfrich Xvial valleys SL fnX^elr

?“gNo cotton1 waXown™ Ae° ^»tal Station for the year, but r,8oo lbs. of lint from plots 

• We regret to learn that the proposed visit has been abandoned.-En.
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on private estates were ginned and baled for the owners. Some very fine Sea Island cotton was grown 
on the Cap estate near Gros Islet, and yielded 28.4 per cent, of its weight in lint.

An experiment was made for the purpose of observing the effect produced on the yield of yams by 
the use of plants of different sizes and from different parts of the tubers, which showed that the 
vield of a yam crop may be considerably influenced by the size of the “sets” planted, the whole tubers 
weighing 1 lb giving 10.2 tons per acre, while the whole tubers weighing | lb. only gave 7.6 tons.

Mr G S. Hudson, reporting on the estate experimental seedling cane work, says that B 208 
and D 95 were supplied to the five principal sugar estates. The former gave on four estates a return 
varying from 39 to 15 tons per acre as against a return of 25, 24, and 15 tons for the Bourbon, while 
D. 95 gave an estimated range of 15 to 35 tons, the estate giving the best yield of B 208 yielding 
badly with D 95, and vice versa. . .

Improved sugar machinery to the value of ¿To,000 had been imported during 1904 and 1905, 
and durino- the same period four small abandoned muscovado sugar estates re-started work.

As régards cacao the history of the Soufrière plot on La Perle estate is interesting. This plot 
was taken over in an unhealthy and failing condition in January, 1901. It has since been cultivated 
and manured, principally with sulphate of ammonia, basic slag, pen manure, &c., and the return after 
four years has risen from nothing to 1,081 lbs. of cured cacao per acre. It has thrown off all disease, 
and has given a net profit of ¿24 for the acre plot for the last year. The average yield throughout the 
Island is 300 lbs. of cured cacao per acre, and Mr. Hudson strongly advocates more intensive cultiva­
tion than is usually employed. Some encouraging experiments had been made with rubber, and it was 
hoped to test the market with a shipment on a commercial scale this year.

CANADIAN ENTERPRISE IN THE WEST INDIES.
The close connection of Canada with the West Indies is in no way better seen than in the 

employment of Canadian capital in connection with tramways. Halifax capitalists have been the 
pioneers in Southern tramways, operating successfully nearly all the electric lighting power and tram­
way plants in the cities of the West Indies, Brazil and Mexico, and the profitable outcome of their 
enterprise speaks well for the manner in which these have been conducted. The Halifax Syndicate 
commenced their operations in Port of Spain, Trinidad, and two years after completion was earning 
7% on its capital. The system consists of twelve and a half miles of track with complete power and 
lighting plant, and extension is proposed to take place. In Georgetown, Demerara, the lighting and 
tramway lines were originally taken over by Montreal capitalists, but the Halifax interests operating 
in Trinidad purchased the property, which is now working on a profitable basis. This group of 
capitalists are also interested in Cuba, where they own and operate the electric lighting plant in 
Camagney, formerly Puerto Principe, and are now turning their attention to Puerto Rico, where the 
Puerto Rico Railway Company, with its head office in Halifax, owns the tramway service through San 
Juan and the suburb of Santurce to Rio Piedras, with the entire lighting service. In Jamaica and 
Havana the electric lighting and tramway interests are controlled in Montreal, and the working of 
these have been marked by success. The financial and commercial ties between the West Indies 
and Canada have been much strengthened by these successful enterprises.

VERY MANY YEARS AGO.
Our First African Colony.

In 1786 the British Government endeavoured to establish a settlement at Sierra Leone with a few hundred 
captured slaves and some whites, but it proved a failure. In 1791, however, a chartered company was formed to 
create a definite Colony from it. When the Bill establishing the company was before the House of 
Commons, the West India Committee took great exception to it, inasmuch as it proposed to establish a very extensive 
territorial settlement with an unjust preference over the West Indies. The new Colony was not to be subject to any 
of the restrictive laws which bound the import and export trade of the old Colonists, and no check was provided 
to prevent contraband or in any respect to protect the other branches of the trade of what was then called the 
British Empire. It must be remembered, that apart from portions of India and Canada, the West Indies were 
practically at this period our only possessions over seas, and inasmuch as the consumption of sugar in Great Britain 
was below their production, any scheme which would tend to increase the supply of sugar and rum, especially under 
more favoured trade conditions than in the case of the West Indies, was calculated seriously to prejudice their 
interests. A deputation was accordingly appointed to wait on Mr. Pitt, who, on the representation of the Com­
mittee, deferred the further consideration of the Bill until after the interview. The Committee's meeting of 
May 17th, 1791, contains the following resolution on the subject to be presented to Mr. Pitt.

“ That the Proprietors of Lands in the British West Indies, incited by their firm reliance
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upon the good Faith of Government, in adhering under all circumstances to the spirit of that 
reciprocal monopoly upon which the Commercial regulations between the Parent Country and 
her Colonies are founded, having by the employment of very large British Capitals and by their 
own industry, carried the cultivation of the said Islands to so great an extent, that their products 
of sugar, Rum, Pimento and Coffee at present exceed the consumption of Great Britain and 
Ireland. they conceive, in case it should be judged proper to establish a settlement at Sierra 
Leone in Africa, that the culture of the Sugar Cane and the Manufacture of Sugar, Melafses, 
and Rum from the same, as also the growth of Coffee and Pimento in the same, ought to be 
prohibited upon the same principle, that the culture of Tobacco in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the importation of Foreign Rice into the same, were prohibited for the encouragement of 
the Southern North American colonies while connected with Great Britain, and likewise that the 
exportation of those articles from the said African settlement should be prohibited, since the same 
may otherwise be raised and fraudulently introduced therein from other parts, to the injury of 
the British West Indies.”
The deputation accordingly waited upon Mr. Pitt, who answered that he apprehended an agreement with 

the views of the West India Committee would be easy on the terms mentioned, and that the matter might be arranged 
by prohibiting the export of sugar, rum, pimento, &>c.. by the Sierra Leone Colony. The Sierra Leone Company 
was a failure, and in 1807 the Colony was taken over by the Crown.

THE CONDITION OF BRITISH HONDURAS.
The British Honduras Clarion of a recent date devotes no less than six columns to an “ open ” 

letter under the nom de plume of “ Vincit amor patriae,” addressed to the new Governor of that Colony, 
Colonel Swayne, in which advice is tendered in a friendly and paternal spirit as to what his attitude 
towards the Colony and its people should be during his Government. After being chided, more in 
sorrow than in anger, for confining his greetings at his first appearance in public to “ public servants 
and those who regard themselves as the high and mighty of the land,” Colonel Swayne is reminded 
that he will require “ all the power of your chivalrous nature and full concentration of your mind ” to 
combat “the domineering subtleties of pedantic sophists” on the one hand, and “ the hypocrisies of 
sycophants and social mushrooms ” on the other. Speaking of the Legislative Council, it is recom­
mended that the political life of the unofficial members should not be more than two or three years. 
As they are now being watched by the people, and are “ seriously criticised with an intelligent discern­
ment,” the writer thinks they will be all right and has great hopes of that “ august body.” Great 
exception is taken to the manner in which questions have been answered by the Government in the 
Legislature, and an appeal is made to His Excellency to see that his Government is open and above 
board, and “ not guilty of even the semblance of tergiversation or political turpitude.” The excep­
tionally favourable condition of the Public Chest, there being a surplus of $210,000 and a loan 
sanctioned for ^"100,000, is alluded to, and the Governor is exhorted to see that the several schemes 
for the welfare of the Colony are not hung up. The Public Works Department comes in for con­
siderable condemnation, and $100,000 is given as a conservative estimate of the waste in this 
department during the last eighteen years. “ How long,” says the writer, “ is such stupendous 
incompetence to serenely pursue its harmful way ? ” We may say en passant, however, that we 
consider that British Honduras has done very well if only $2,200 per annum has been thrown away 
in this direction, judging from the records of other Colonies ! As regards Colonel Swayne s reported 
statement that he intended to take steps to stamp out yellow fever in the Colony, great alarm is 
expressed It is considered that energy had better be devoted to developing the Colony, and His 
Excellency is implored not “ to bathe in the waters of Professor Boyce’s ideas,” whom the writer 
evidently looks upon as an extremely unreliable individual, to say the least of it; but surely the 
eradication of a malady of the nature of yellow fever is a fundamental step towards the general 
development of the Colony, and certainly would not interfere with it! The prevalence of this dreaded 
pest in the past has had much to do with the non-development of the West Indies. 1 he high­
handedness ” of the Colonial Secretary is the concluding point brought to the notice of the new 
Governor, and the latter is recommended to be on his guard as to him, as his masterful, rude and 
dictatorial manner requires a firm, restraining hand.” T he letter, if somewhat dictatorial, is meant 
well, and should give the new Governor a considerable insight into the difficulties of his position. To 
reconcile the conflicting interests of parties in a small Colony like British Honduras is no small th ng.

WEST INDIAN INTERESTS AT WESTMINSTER.

The Imperial Department of Agriculture.
Mr. Winston Churchill, in reply to Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, on Nov. t2th said : The continuance of
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a grant from Imperial Funds in aid of the Imperial Department of Agriculture in the West Indies has 
now been guaranteed by His Majesty’s Government for a period of five years from April 1st, 1908. 
The sum provided during the first of the five years will be ¿'14420, and the annual provisions will be 
progressively diminished so as to reduce the contribution to ¿*7,000 in the last of the five years. From 
the 1 st of April, 1907, the expenditure of the department will be curtailed so far as the Commissioner 
of Agriculture finds reasonably possible, and the Commissioner will, with the Secretary of State’s 
approval, endeavour to obtain progressively increasing contributions towards the cost of local agricul­
tural institutions from such colonies as may be able to afford them. Representations as to the 
importance of the continuance of the work of the department have been received by the Secretary of 
State.

NATURE NOTES.
BAD BEES AND BEET. The bee-keepers in the Isle of Wight have suffered the loss of quite half of their 
stocks in consequence of the outbreak of a new and highly infectious disease among the bees in that 
district. It is supposed to be a form of bee paralysis, the chief symptoms being constipation and loss 
of the power to use the wings. Possibly the bees were fed on beet sugar !
RAT VIRUS AS BAIT. In St. Lucia an experiment has been made with the view of destroying rats by 
means of “ rat virus.” In 1904-5, previous to using the virus on the Errard Estate, the proportion of 
rat-eaten cacao collected was 2^% of the whole crop. In 1905-6, after using the virus, the proportion 
of rat-eaten cacao rose to 4^% of the total crop. In every case the bait was eaten.
MYSORE RUBBER. According to the Times of India the Government of Mysore have passed orders 
regarding the grant of land in the Province for the cultivation of rubber as a result of the late 
conference with coffee and other planters on this subject. The conditions are tentative and intended 
primarily for the benefit of local applicants, who will be granted not more than 500 acres free of 
assessment for the first five years, but thereafter there will be an upset price of Rs. 10 per acre payable 
within five years. A list of lands suitable for rubber cultivation is to be drawn up at once by the 
Conservator of Forests. Excepting any sandal wood, the planters will be free to clear forests with 
State assistance, if necessary. After the full upset price has been paid, title deeds will be issued, until 
which, no alienation can take place on pain of the withdrawal of the grant.
DECAYED ORANGES. The Jottrnal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society contains a summary of the principal 
points of the investigation of the causes of decay in oranges in shipments in 1906, by the Bureau of 
Plant Industry, United States Department of Agriculture. The loss from decay in oranges amounted 
to $1,000,000 or more. The decay is caused by a common mould which usually enters an orange that 
has had its resisting powers weakened in some manner or other. The average injury from clipper­
cutting the orange with the clippers or shears in severing it from the tree has been about five to eight 
per cent, in 1906. In 1905 it averaged fifteen to twenty per cent. The injury from stem puncturing 
has probably not been greatly reduced in 1906 ; this type of injury is the result of leaving the stem of 
the orange too long. When the fruit has been handled with great care the loss from this cause does 
not amount to more than two or three per cent, but it often reaches twenty or thirty per cent., there 
being much more loss from this cause in washed than in dry brushed fruit. With oranges placed 
in the most favourable conditions for decay, viz., for two weeks in warm moist rooms, unwashed fruit 
apparently free from mechanical injury, decay appeared in 1.5 per cent.; washed fruit,’ apparently free 
from mechanical injuries, 4.0 per cent, decay ; washed fruits, apparently free from mechanical injuries 
12 per cent., mechanically injured fruit (clipper cuts, punctures, &c.), 36 per cent, decayed.

COLONIAL REPORTS.
The Financial position of Trinidad.

The revenue of the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago for the year 1905-6 was qco as 
against £811,614 for the previous year. This increase is due to the fact that the Colonial Government 
assumed the management of the widows and orphans’ fund, the amount standing to the credit of which 
was transferred to general revenue. The credited shortage of revenue therefore amounted to ZG6 no 

i9°4-5, the heaviest decreases being under the head of interest £-14,183, and Customs 
£T,o66, due to dullness of the asphalt trade. * customs

The expenditure, on the other hand, for the year 1905-6 reached the sum «against ^8x0,258 during the previous year. This increase V to sX extent, due to fhe^  ̂
made in the immigration accounts, which formerly closed on the 3rd September but which in th^s 
year were brought into line with the financial year of the Colony, which closes on th» m T
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¿11,318 and police, ¿"8,825, are the principal items of extra expenditure. The assets of the Colony 
exceeded its liabilities by ¿"68,608 on the 31st March, 1906, as against ¿"90,636 on the 31st March, 
I9°5» an^ ¿89,280 on the 31st March, 1904. The public debt amounted to >086,533, towards the 
redemption of which the accumulated sinking funds amounted to £ 105,883.

The following table gives the revenue and expenditure and imports and exports of the Colony 
for the past five years :—

Year. Revenue. Expenditure. Imports. Exports.
1901-2... ¿712,394 ¿731.160 ¿2,651,600 ¿2,448,651
1902-3............................... 788,404 737.045 2,672,087 2,472,181
1903-4 ............................... 804,440 818,860 2,526,450 2.275,441
1904-5............................... 811,614 810,258 2,629,051 2,479.274
1905-6... 847,953* 869,981 3,303,611 3,168,706

The total value of imports and exports for the year, inclusive of bullion and specie and tran­
shipment trade, was ¿6,472,317, the largest amount on record. The total value of imports, 
exclusive of bullion and transhipments, amounted to, was ¿3,303,611, as compared with ¿2,629,051 
in 1904-5, and ¿72,526,450 in 1903-4. The principal items of increase were flour, ¿723,500; fish, 
¿"9,000; butter substitutes, ¿76,600; boots and shoes, ¿75,000; oxen, ¿74,500; manure, ¿"3,600; 
and preserved milk, ¿73,500. Decreases are shown in the imports of cacao, ¿"25,600 ; timber, ¿740,000 ; 
hardware, ¿"25,000; meats, ¿"13,800; cement, ¿"8,600; machinery, ¿"8,300 ; and coal, ¿"7,000.

The total value of the exports for the year amounted to ¿"3,168,706, which is much in excess 
of the returns for the two previous years. This is due to the fictitious inflation of the figures by the 
inclusion of the exports of bullion and of the transhipment trade. Deducting in each case the figures 
for bullion and transhipments, we find that the value of exports was ¿"2,118,747 as against ¿"2,212,505 
in 1904-5 and ¿"2,082,766 in 1903-4.

The values of the principal items of exports showing increases were : cacao, ¿"142,000 ; balata 
gum, ¿"37,000 ; bullion and specie, ¿"30,000 ; timber, ¿7900 5 and cocoanuts, ¿"7,000. Decreases were 
shown in the values of sugar, ¿"270,000; asphalt, ¿730,000 ; molasses, ¿7,000 5 coffee, ¿76,800 ; and 
rum, ¿"4,800.

The acreage in Crown lands sold during the year amounted to 12,780, as against 16,207 acres 
in 1904-5 and 12,407 in 1903-4.

The sugar crop of 1905-6 was an extraordinarily good one, the highest yield recorded on several 
estates having been exceeded. Low prices, however, discounted the heavy return of produce, most 
of which was not shipped until after the close of the financial year, and will consequently appear only 
in next year’s returns. The total value of sugar exported during the year was ¿7452,866, as compared 
with ¿"723,048 for 1904-5, when prices were abnormally high.

The cacao crop was also a very fine one, the value exported amounting to ¿1,196,450, as 
compared with ¿"1,053,880 for the previous year. The total amount of cocoa produced m the Colony 
was 48,416,256 lbs., as compared with 40,753,776 lbs. m 1904-5 and 3b,i54»°48 lbs- in z9°3-4- As 
in the case of sugar, however, the prices obtained were low.

Grenada’s dependence on Cacao.
On account of the unexpected collapse of the cacao crop, both in quantity and price following 

on a shortage on the previous crop, the financial results of Grenada for the year 1905-6 were less satis- 
factory than those of its immediate predecessors, the surplus assets having to \e
of ¿1,440 to meet the expenditure of the Colony. At the date of the report the c^Xe °ea7s were — 
than 9^38 bags short of its predecessor. The revenue and expenditure for the last five years were.

Surplus ¿4.585
I9OI-2 ............................... ¿70.075 Z1901-2
1902-3
1903-4
1904-5
1905-6

The excess

72,802
70,265
68,993
69.954

68,669
7°.II3
69.5O9
71,968

Deficit

4>I33
152
516

2,014

This wasof exnenditure over that of the previous year amounted to ¿2,459.
. , * for nublic works in view of an anticipated increase of revenuemainly due to more money being spent fo p bl object revisionPof the import duties had

resulting from revision of the Customs ta Jthe ;ncidence of this ¡„direct taxation more
been (a) to produce increased revenuemed by the labouring class, while increasing those 
fair by reducing duties on, artic es prin c P Uy] ° th/community The shrinkage in the quantity
on luxuries and articles consumed by t b- t of the change, but with normal crops it was
of imports had prevented the realisation e^cient method of° raising a portion of the increased
hoped that the change would prove a simp . of its growth.
public revenue which the C°^ revenue on account of the Public Officers Widows and

* Including the sum of ¿40,874 6ransrerrea 5
Orphans’ Fund, now managed by the Colonial Governme .
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The public debt still remained at ¿"123,670, the sinking fund for its redemption amounting 
to ¿"17,940. The following figures of the trade of the Colony in the last five years show that in 1905-6 
there was a sharp recoil from the satisfactory conditions of 1904-5.

Year. Imports. Exports. Total Volume.
igoi-2 ................................ ¿246.567 ¿303.934 ¿550.501

1902-3 239,108 310,602 549.710

1903-4 ................................ 235,440 283,565 519.005
1904-5 256,269 321,766 578.035
1905-6 ................................ 237,256 283.955 521,211

The principal cause of this has been already mentioned, viz., the low price and quantity of the 
cacao crop, and it may be here added that the other important staple products of the Colony, spices 
and cotton, also yielded diminished values. The shortage in crop was attributed to the unequal 
incidence of the rainfall for the year, and the unsatisfactory prices were undoubtedly attributable to 
the largely increasing influx of West African cacao (the slave-grown cacao of San Thome and Principe) 
in the home market, which largely affected the sale of the lower grades of West Indian cacao. 
Improved methods of cultivation and curing continue to occupy the close attention of planters, and 
the introduction of Gordon’s drying apparatus on some of the leading estates deserves special mention, 
as it is probably the best of its kind on the market at present.

The crop of spices had been satisfactory, 8,862 cwt. being exported in the calendar year 1905, 
7,947 cwt. of which were nutmegs. This contributed about 10% of the exports, as against 85% for 
cacao. The cultivation of cotton is confined to Carriacou, where it has never ceased to be grown, and 
where there is a hopeful future for it. The crop of 1905 was one of the smallest known for many 
years, this being due to the abnormally showery weather prevailing when the trees were setting the 
bolls.

CONSULAR REPORTS.
Tobacco and Sugar in Mexico.

The exports of leaf tobacco average about 1,500 tons, and the failure of the Pinar del Rio crop 
in Cuba was expected to develop the exports of Mexican leaf for the manufacture of genuine Havana 
cigars. The exports of sugar had risen from 2 tons in 1901-2 to 38,701 tons in 1904-5, and a still 
greater increase is expected to be shown for 1905-6. The bulk of the Mexican sugar goes to Liverpool. 
Cacao consumption in Holland.

The French Consul-General at Amsterdam reports that owing to the increased price of sugar 
the chocolate factories have not been making such large profits as formerly. The Dutch people are 
beginning to take to the use of chocolate in powder, which has had such a vogue in other countries, 
and as a consequence many of the local factories have been obliged to add to their plant. The 
factories now enjoy direct steamer communication with St. Thomas, Java, Trinidad, Venezuela and 
Amsterdam, for the transportation of their cacao.
The Sugar Trade of China.

Sugar was the principal import in 1905 with a total of 5,500,089 cwts., of the value of 
Z3»4O2>741* L was made up of brown, 2,191,387 cwts. ; refined, 1,783,815 cwts. ; white, 
1,269,924 cwts. ; and candy, 254,963 cwts. This was an advance of 1,038,705 cwts. on the figures 
for 1904, and 1,889,197 cwts. ahead of the average of the previous five years. The total export of 
sugar from China amounted to 618,108 cwts., and the greater part of this small quantity is doubtless 
included in the above import; but the bulk was Java sugar which has undergone treatment at 
Hong-Kong.

THE HOMEWARD MAILS.
The Imperial Direct West Indian Mail Service Company’s R.M.S. “Port Kingston” left 

Jamaica, at 4 p.m. on Thursday, October 26th, and reached Avonmouth on Tuesday evening, November 
6th. The R.M.S.P. Orinoco” left Barbados on Wednesday, October 31st at 5 a.m. and arrived at 
Southampton at 6.45 a m. on Monday, November 12th. Among those who returned by her were Mr. 
from r ¿am Bowring, and Miss F. Tripp. We extract the following notes of interest
trom the letters of our Hon. Correspondents:—

Scarcity of Labour in Antigua.
The “record ” September with its rainfall of 12.22 inches on 

by a very still and hot October with a variable rainfall. The canes on 
the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner wrote on October 27th, but difficultv 
getting enough labour to weed them. The Gunthorpe’s factory was

many estates, had been followed 
the whole looked very well when 
was experienced everywhere in 
receiving the co-operation of an
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states and should probably next year be able to turn out a crop 
or abouteiXN. f\ 1 ™ S tons of peasant canes had b“n bought for the crop,
a ea inZ nJ y^r’ a"d the acrea«e of this cultivation was increasing. The

cotton had greatly increased this year and looked well generally ; the caterpillars however 
were present in great numbers and Paris Green trade was flourishing in consequence

Cotton Growing in Barbados.
. .. ♦ SmCe theJast maiI> hardly any rain had fallen, but the bright suns had been of great benefit 
hoth to canes and cotton, after the copious rains of the first fortnight of the month. On October 28th, 
the date of the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne’s letter, it was felt that a return of good showers would be 
welcome, and it was hoped that the Island might be spared, what had been only too prevalent of late 
years, a dry November. A good deal of cotton was being picked, and it was hoped that the new 
tactory would shortly be opened to receive it. Meanwhile the old one was available. The canes were 
very healthy, and were under a good growth. The “Love Vine” mentioned in Mr. Alleyne’s last 
letter was being seriously taken in hand, and there did not seem to be any chance of its spreading 
widely. Some cotton growers, in spite of the advice given by the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture, had insisted on keeping ratoon cotton, and fields might be seen infested with red maggot 
and other diseases, which were a menace to their neighbours. Arbor Day was to be kept this year on 
November 9th, and the Botanical Department had provided a large number of interesting trees for 
gratuitous distribution. It was intended to plant these around the schools, and other open spaces, if 
possible by the children themselves, so that they might learn to take care of them and cultivate them.

The death was recorded with regret of Mr. W. Crabbe Hutson, at Bushy Park, St. Philip, an 
estate of which he had charge of for 41 years in the employment of the Daniel family. Mr. T. Burt 
Evelyn, a large Attorney and Proprietor, had also been called away at the advanced age of 87. He 
claimed to be descended from John Evelyn, the famous diarist, and called his residence Wotton, after 
the dwelling place of his celebrated ancestor. Both these gentlemen were highly respected, and their 
deaths would leave a sad gap in the ranks of the older planters.

Dominica still anxious about Mails.
The mails by the last boat from England had not yet arrived from Barbados when Mr. E. A. 

Agar sent us his usual fortnightly letter on October 25th, as the “Yare ” had ceased to run down to 
Barbados every week. It did not appear sound policy to maintain only a monthly steamer for the 
Northern Islands ; not only was the inconvenience immense to all sections of the community, but the 
loss entailed must be considerable. To take, for instance, the incipient trade in limes with London ; 
shippers generally had been warned against continuing to ship without advices from home. These 
advices were still in Barbados, and another fortnight must elapse, when conditions might have again 
altered, before they could be acted upon. It was hardly to be hoped that fresh capital would be attracted 
to Islands deemed only of sufficient importance to support one steamer a month from England ; and it 
might also tend to throw their trade more into the hands of America. With regard to the “ Yare, it 
was satisfactory to know that she would continue to run round the Island for a time at any rate after 
the expiration of her contract. If Mr. Agar remembered rightly, the chief object of obtaining a 
coasting steamer was stated to be to aid the development of the windward district by ensuring a 
regular means of transport. It was obvious that the extended contract, terminable at three months 
notice, reduced the “ Yare ” to a temporary convenience. Cacao was coming in, but the pickings 
before Christmas were likely to be less than last year ; the continued fine weather had allowed 
drying to go on uninterrupted. The hurricane season might now be considered to have safely passed, 
but in the interests of the insurance scheme it was perhaps to be regretted that the West Indies escaped 
so entirely. Those numerous planters who “ waited and saw” would now congratulate themselves 
that they kept their premiums in their pocket, and the finest scheme ever introduced into that part of 
the world might die from lack of support. The electric light in Roseau was now entirely satisfactory 
as far as the illumination was concerned, and the town had never been so well lit. The installation 
however, was still subject to occasional accidents, as presumably were all installations under untried 
conditions, but these accidents were becoming rarer and would doubtless cease before long.

The Heavy Rains in Grenada.
Writing on October 26th, Mr. C. Falconer Anton stated that when the Governor and Lady 

Llewelyn left for England by the previous mail, there was a large gathering of officials and others, while 
a guard of honour and the Government band were in attendance, 
h„ .h. b.;d
Lai', uZ.” wl “hL a largo —temUM bongo«. ol I«« Iron, th. M«, 

a goodly gathering of whom were also present to say goo ye.
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The cable ship “ Henry Holmes,” after an absence of about three weeks, returned to St. 
George’s on October 16th and had remained there since. The heaviest rains for many years fell 
during the early days of October, as much as five inches in ten hours in some parts of the Island, 
but for the past nine or ten days there had been no rain to speak of, and the heat was intense. The 
cacao planters were again fearing that the young pods would suffer if it continued dry much longer.

The suitability of Guiana for Limes.
Refining crystals had weakened, and not more than $2.05 to $2,071 could be obtained when 

Mr. J. C. McCowan closed his letter on October 27th. The weather was hot and dry, and while 
favourable for reaping operations, good showers were wanted for younger cultivation. A meeting 
of the Board of Agriculture had been held, at which the Acting Governor stated that Mr. Bennett, 
who had visited the Colony on behalf of an English syndicate in connection with a possible lime 
industry, had reported to his principals very strongly in favour of the Colony for lime growing. In 
his (Mr. Bennett’s) opinion British Guiana stood head and shoulders above the other places in the 
West Indies he had visited—and those included Trinidad, Jamaica, and Montserrat—as regards the 
quality of the fruit, the soil, and the general conditions.

The delayed Railway Schemes in Honduras.

The Hon. A. R. Usher, writing on Nov. 2nd, said that the news of Mr. C. T. Hunter’s death 
was quite a shock to all in the Colony, as they were looking for his return at any moment, and under­
stood that his railway scheme was in a fair way of being carried through. A resolution had been 
passed by the Legislative Council with reference to the Stann Creek Railway, in order to strengthen 
the hands of the Colonial Government. The excuse given by the Government for not doing anything 
in this matter was that the Colonial Office had not yet appointed an engineer to carry out the work, 
which it was understood they were requested to do some time ago. It seemed that everyone was 
agreed that the scheme should be carried out, and the delay was now apparently being caused by the 
Colonial Office. Nothing was to be done in respect to the Punta Gorda railway at present.

The telegraph question was another matter which was hanging fire. It was proposed to 
connect their local telegraph line at the Hondo Bar with the Mexican line on the other side of the 
river. It was understood that the Mexican Government were agreeable to this, and the matter was 
now under consideration by the Post Office authorities at home. It was, however, proposed that 
some temporary arrangement should be made, so that messages might be forwarded in the meantime, 
pending a definite understanding between the two Governments.

The British Honduras Government had called for tenders recently for the conveyance of the 
mail between the Colony and a port or ports in the United States, Canada, or the United Kingdom, 
but it was believed that only one tender had been received from the United Fruit Company, who 
were under contract now for the conveyance of the mails to New Orleans, and who received a 
subsidy of $12,000 per annum for the service and were exempted from all dues. As, during the 
summer months, owing to the Quarantine regulations, no passengers were taken from the Colony by 
the United Fruit Company’s steamers, the Colonists were anxious to subsidise some other line, and 
would be glad to get a Canadian line to tender. Even if the tender of the United Fruit Company 
were accepted in the meantime, it was thought the Government would be prepared to pay a small 
subsidy to a Canadian line, and it was hoped that this might be brought about. With the Stann 
Creek Railway in operation, it was expected that there would be a great deal of fruit for shipment 
from the Colony, which might be an inducement for a Canadian line to go to British Honduras.

Jamaica Crop Estimates.
In an interesting letter Mr. J. L. Ashenhim gave an estimate of the crops for the statistical year 

endmg 31st March, 1907. In Jamaica there are no estimates of crops, either official or otherwise on 
which to base calculations. It must be borne in mind that-Mr. Ashenheim’s estimates are for what 
will be exported during the period named above, and not for what will be reaped, it being impossible 
to get at the latter correctly ; but taking one year with another, except in very exceptional years the 
yearly exports will fairly represent the yearly reaping, as balances brought over from the previous years 
, ordinarily can be said to equal balances left over in the year that may be under
following were the actual figures for 1905-6 and 1906-7 :__ review. The

Articles and 
Quantities.

Coffee, cwts.
. Cocoanuts, No. 

Cocoa, cwts. 
Bananas, stems 
Oranges, No.

1st April, 1905, to 
31st March, 1906. 

83,910
7,101,054 

32,587 
14,748,642
72.69l.493

1st April, 1904, to 
31st March, 1905.

50,724
4.065,443

22,237
8,982,040

76,570,211

Articles and 
Quantities.

Cotton, lbs.
Ginger, cwts.
Pimento, cwts. 
Sugar, tons

1st April, 1905, to 
31st March, 1906.

75.307
I7.°75 
89,667 
12,523

1st April, 1904, to 
31st March, 1905.

14,210
20,032

143.627
11,256
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Basing his estimate on the above, Mr. Ashenheim arrived at the following estimate for 1906-7 :—
Sugar, tons : 4,500 to 15,000.
Coffee, cwts. : 50,000, based on report of short crop.
Cocoa, cwts. : 60,000, based on report of good crop.
Bananas, stems: 17,000,000.
Pimento, cwts. : 77,000.
Oranges, No. : 55,000,000, based on report of bad crop.

Ginger, cwts. : 16,000, based on reports that planting is 
declining yearly.

Cocoanuts, No. : 6,000,000.
Cotton, lbs. : No possible means of arriving at any rational 

estimate.

Judging from the ascertained exports from the 1st of April to the 13th of October, 1906, which 
showed 168,820 lbs. exported to that date, against 38,484 lbs. for the same period of 1905, it can only 
be concluded either that there has been a blight to the 1906 crop or that the impetus given to cotton 
growing in Jamaica is on the wane.

For the reasons given above, these estimates must be received with some amount of caution, 
as they represent only forecasts, and, of course, the estimates are based on good weather, seasonable 
rains, and no blows or hurricanes. Sugar is consumed locally largely out of each crop reaped. 
This is an unknown quantity, but may be estimated at between 7,000 and 8,000 tons per annum 
at least, and this quantity has to be added to the sugar exports to get an idea of the production. Some 
coffee is consumed locally, but not to a great extent.

It was rumoured that the United Fruit Co., had made an offer to purchase the Jamaica Rail­
way ; but the rumour was not confirmed when the mail left. On October 29th, the Quebec Lands 
were sold to Mr. E. R. Grabow for ¿"2,500, and it was hoped, therefore, that the proposals for erecting 
a large hotel on that site would be proceeded with. ¿Too of the sum was payable immediately, and 
the balance in six month’s time. The Jamaica Cricket Council had accepted an invitation from 
Trinidad to send a cricket team to that Island.

Crop estimates from St. Kitts.
Writing on October 21st, Mr. A. D. C. Adamson said it was early yet to estimate the sugar 

crop for next season, but given average conditions for the continuation of the growing period and 
during reaping season, the Island should turn out 13,000 tons of sugar, and a cotton crop of from 500 
to 550 bales (400 lbs. each). Since last mail the weather had been fine with good showers and hot 
sunny days without much wind. A special meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society was 
held on October 19th to meet Sir Daniel Morris, who had just returned to the AVest Indies via 
Canada. He gave a most interesting account of his doings, both in England and in Canada, and his 
work in both places in furthering the interests of their staples should be of great use. The following 
is an extract from a report on the first picking of cotton sent home by Mr. Adamson

“ St Kitts generally suffers in name owing to the large proportion of catch crop and 
ratoon cotton, otherwise we think your Island would compete successfully with St. Vincent as 
regards price. Although it may pay you to grow a catch crop, as many are doing, for sale at 
a lower price, the yield has an immature appearance and is not appreciated by consumers.
In spite of the above remarks the cotton was valued at r8d. Sir Daniel Morris suggested that 

the planters’should give up the word “ catch ” crop and use the word “ alternate and this seemed to 
be a good idea. There was practically no such thing as ratoon cotton in St. Kitts.

good «lea Legislative Council of St. Kitts-Nevis, on October 12th, a resolution was
moved bv the Hon S. L. Horsford, and passed unanimously, requesting the Governor to lay before 
Jhe SecreLv of State for the Colonies the desire of the Council that the mail contract should be 
amended at the earliest possible date so as to ensure ^^Xe^Roya“ 

mX?CouT“ ^tythe Presidency would be prepared to contribute
therefore the sum of ¿400 per annum by way of subsidy.

St. Lucia’s complaint about the Mails.
_ - c A Md Ville writing on October 29th, complained that the arrangement made with
Mr. Sydney D. Melville, writ o The “ Eden ” as she did not connect with any

the Royal Mail Company was very unsatis y' and the’“Yare,” which under the arrange- 
ocean mails, was useless for ma.il passengers c ’ mails from Barbados, had ceased to do this,
ment it was understood would bring down ei , schooner at further expense to the Colony,
and their last outward mails had to be sent y practically the fortnightly service of the
so that what they were paying Per U /-3OO got a better and far more convenient service.
“Yare” to Barbados, whereas St. Vincent, tor ¿3 , g
The weather was dry, but the crops promising. d fine weather was a

Mr. George S. Hudson, in a letter of the same a marked beneficial
welcome cl a o P wmilT aL^materially tend to hasten shipments of cacao
£ - XK —.a a. our O< .H.

report of the experimental station given elsewhere in this issue.
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The cotton crop begins in St. Vincent.
In a letter dated October 27th, Messrs. D. K. Porter & Co. reported that the weather since 

last advices had been very fine, and just what was wanted to ripen the cotton, the picking of which 
would be general in another ten days or so. Arrowroot digging on several estates had also begun, 
so that there should be no complaint on the part of the labourers for want of work, and everyone who 
was willing should have no difficulty in having a small surplus to spend on themselves at Christmas 
time.

Mr. Sands, writing on October 28th, also stated that the fine, bright, and dry weather had 
benefited the crops, cotton especially. The spell of wet weather experienced at the beginning of the 
month had, however, favoured the development of the “ Anthraenose ” disease in some places. On 
most estates the bolls were holding well, which was a good feature. The stallion donkey and 
Ayrshire bull imported by the Imperial Department of Agriculture arrived in the Island by the last 
Royal Mail steamer, and were for the present stationed at the Agricultural School. The writer had 
been away from Kingstown for the past ten days on a tour of inspection of the allotments on the Land 
Settlement estate of the Linley and Cumberland valleys.

Trinidad cacao again rising.
We were informed by the Hon. G. T. Fenwick, C.M.G., from his letter of October 29th, that the 

past fortnight had been one of excessive heat and drought. This, which had not been altogether 
disadvantageous for the sugar estates, was very unwelcome to cacao proprietors, more especially at 
the present moment, when the new leaves remained unmatured. Receipts from the country continued 
very small, and the few lots offering had been keenly competed for. The U.S. America continued to 
attract shipments on a speculative business, and prices in consequence had again taken an upward 
turn. Some bids had been made from the Continent, but at prices that were altogether uninteresting, 
and no new business had resulted. Venezuela had not supplied a single bag during the fortnight; 
there were, however, a few small lots still to come forward. First pickings of the new crop should 
be offering in Trinidad towards the end of November or early in December.

Shipments.
Total at last report 127,421 Trinidad. 30,148 Venezuela.
Oct. 13th. —S.S. “Hellas” ... --- 400 Europe.

13th.—s.s. “ Olenda ” ••• 10 ,, — Canada.
,, 16th.—S.S. “ Trent' ” 108 — Europe.
,, 18th.—s.s. ‘ ‘ Thornby ' ’ ... 23 80
,, 20th.—s.s. “ Prinz Willem II. ” 136 __
,, 22nd —s.s. “Maracas” 704 456 New York

25th.—s.s. “ Oruro ” 5 Canada.

Totals to date ... 128,407 ,, 31.084

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
Mosquitoes and Malaria.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
I have read with interest the letter on malarial prophylaxis in your last issue'as regards mosquitoes. Having 

travelled through the marshy districts of Central Africa and the wilds of British Guiana, I have always found that a good 
agent to rub on the skin as a preventive against mosquito bites is a mixture of equal parts of citronella, kerosene, and 
cocoa-nut oils, with a small proportion of carbolic acid. The liquid smells only of citronella, and if applied, effectually 
keeps off mosquitoes. Yours, &c ,

Once Bitten.

Labour in San Thomé and Principe.
couran^dXTn^“.™ ‘ M' H,S™th’ dn Lif‘’ * l'obligéance de m’ envoyer votre journal du 6 Nov.,
Thoméet Principe J ” Se raPPortant au suiet’ mille fois démenti, de l’esclavage dans les îles de San

le Office’ a dévoilé, à la Chambre des Communes (le 28 Octobre dernier)Is^Thl^^ dU C°nSU1 Ce rapport assure, et c’est vrai, que les nègres sont ’’ bien t“!

Mr Nigl^^ Runciman. d’accord avec

dépêche T'VT
pluT^etît^a qU'Ü ma"que Pour lUe ™us que SanVhomTÎ

ce fait ? ^un. Mais vous attribuez
un éloquent démenti. ^gnungaie, et Mr. Kunciman, et le Gouvernement Portugais, vous opposent
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Votre Q- je vous expedie en pli séparé.

VOUS accuserez réception de ma lettre et de mes documents.
Et j ai 1 honneur de me souscrire -xz^*. „ e ,40, Rue Rochechouart, Paris. Votre Serviteur dévoue,

Almada Negreiroa.

OUR LIBRARY.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs of scenery 

or op local events of topical interest for our Library. Such gifts will be duly acknowledged-from time to time in 
this column.

The International Sugar Journal. The issue of this monthly publication for September contains an interestino- 
paper winch was read m 1878 before the Brighton Meeting of the Social Science Association on the subject of " Foreign 
Bounties on Exports —which originated in the bounty then being paid in France on the export of loaf sugar. Although 
the fight was then only between the French and Dutch sugar refiners, and the bounty on loaf sugar alone, the author of 
the paper saw even then that bounties injured our Colonies. Every ton of refined sugar coming into Great Britain meant 
a ton of raw sugar shut out. Dr. Wiechmann contributes the first part of an article on “ Electro-decolorisation in 
Connection with Optical Sugar Analysis,” and several reproductions of interest appear, including a paper on the “ Cause 
of Cobb’s Disease of the Sugar Cane,” by Mr. E. F. Smith.

The Bulletin of the Imperial Institute. Vol. IV., No. 3. London: Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, is. This 
number contains reports and investigation on “ Sansevieria fibres ” from British East Africa, “Rubber” from Uganda, 
"China Clay" from Queensland, “ Tobacco ” from British Honduras, &c. As to the Honduras tobacco the valuation 
was about 4d. per lb. for cigar purposes ; but, although the tobacco was ripe and well fermented, it was too dark for cigar 
requirements . while the texture was too heavy. It was also too pungent to be used alone. “Judging by the samples,” 
the valuers say, “ we are of opinion that with experience in growing and handling the tobacco, there should be a ready 
market in this country and on the Continent for Honduras leaf.” Interesting articles are given on “ Recent Developments 
in German East Africa, “ Production and Uses of Oil of Turpentine,” “ Classification of Coal,” &c., and on the whole 
the issue contains useful and instructive reading.

NOTES OF INTEREST.
CABLE BREAK. The usual-crop time break in the Demerara-Trinidad cable took place on Sunday 
last, and British Guiana is now cut off from cable communication with the outside world.
INACCURATE. We have it on the best authority—that of his Lordship himself—that the Earl of
Rosebery does not propose to visit the West Indies this winter, as it has been stated in the Press that 
he intended to do.
MOLASCUIT. It has been decided to admit the cattle food Molascuit, “ consisting of vegetable
fibrous matter with crude molasses,” into the Australian Commonwealth free of duty. Indirectly, th« 
West Indies will benefit from this decision, as it will reduce the competition between Javanese and 
West Indian Molascuit in European markets, a new opening for the former being thus provided.
“OVER-SEAS.” The new monthly journal, Over-Seas, which has now reached its sixth number,
devotes a special illustrated article to the West India Committee, its origin and work. Judging from 
the number of advertisements which adorn its pages, as well as from the general tone of this Colonial 
journal, which is admirably got up on art paper, we should imagine that it is proving a successful 

venture.
HELPFUL HINTS. It is with great satisfaction that we are able to announce that the suggestion con­
tained in the West India Committee Circular of June 27th last with regard to the circulation of the 
admirable little pamphlet on Tobago, “ Hints to Settlers,” has been adopted, and that it has been 
decided by the Government of Trinidad to distribute 500 copies among the headmasters of the public 
schools in England. The West India Committee has addressed a letter to the Government of 1 nmdad, 
offering their services to facilitate the distribution of the pamphlets, and to furnish information 
regarding the Colony to intending settlers. ,
OUR VISITORS. The Hon. C. Macaulay Browne and the Hon. Francis Watts, who leave for 
Grenada and Antigua respectively to-morrow, have been among the callers at the West India Com- 
mittee Rooms since we last went to press. Other visitors have been Mr. F Evenngton who has 
now returned to Dominica, Mr. Alfred N. Dixon and Mr H. J. Rudolf of Jamaica Mr D G. 
Garraway, of British Guiana, Mr. John W. A. Magmley, of Antigua Mr. E. D. R Clarke of Trinidad, 
and Mr. Crump, of Grenada, in addition to the usual complement of inquirers Among d.stmguished 
visitors to the West Indies during the coming season will be Sir Frederick Treves, Bart., and Lady 
Treves, who leave Southampton in the Atrato on December 19th.
COTTON REPORT. Messrs. Wostenholme & Holland state in their last report, dated November 51 , 
that American Sea Island cotton has continued to advance, but owing to there being no stock o. est 
Indian there was no business to report. Thequality of the Carolina crop left much to be desired and 
they therefore hoped to obtain very handsome prices for West Indian this season. Sea Islán op 
accounts from America were not favourable, and planters were holding their cotton back. During t
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fortnight ended November 15th, 17. bales of West Indian cotton were imported into the United 
Kingdom. Medium fine is quoted in Liverpool 6.45d. per lb. ; West Indian Sea Island, good 
medium, i4|d. per lb.; medium fine, i5|d. per lb.; fine, zyd. per lb.; and extra fine, 22d. per Id. 

Prices paid 4.73d. to 8-5od.
THE W. I. CLUB. A pleasing feature was introduced into the series of West Indian Club dinners on 
Wednesday, November 14th, a concert arranged by Mr. Arthur N. Lubbock, who presided, following 
the usual loyal toasts. A most enjoyable evening resulted, and it was not until the small hours of the 
morning that proceedings were brought to a close with “ God Save the King.” Among those 
present were: Mr. D. W. Allport, Mr. J. M. Baguley, Mr. H. Berger, Mr. E. J. Cason, Mr. W. 
Pitt Chatham, Mr. J. W. Clark, Mr. C. E. Davies, Mr. Sinclair Dunn, Mr. A. W. Farquharson, Mr. 
R. L. Forbes, Mr. W. A. M. Goode, Mr. R. A. J. Goode, Mr. A. D. Goffe, Mr. N. R. Mackinnon, 
Mr. L. de Mercado, Mr. F. J. Morris, Mr. A. M. Nathan, Mr. G. A. Cave-Orme, Mr. J. Rippon, Mr. 
F. I. Scard, Mr. R. Schult, Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, Mr. W. P. Simon, Mr. E. Sturridge, Mr. H. D. 
Swan, Mr. W. T. Thorn, Mr. J. S. Westwood, and Mr. Lucie Whitaker.

THE EDITOR’S DIARY.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

which occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Tues., Nov. 6.—The R.M.S. “Port Kingston,’’ from Jamaica, arrived at Avonmouth.—The R.M.S.P. “La Plata,’’ 

outward, arrived Barbados 6 a.m.—88% Beet, 8s. 8fd., quiet.
Wed., Nov. 7.—Mr. Lloyd George, M.P., spoke at Rochester on Tariff Reform.—The R.M.S.P. “Orinoco,'' homeward, 

passed Bouta Ferraria.—Beet, 8s. gjd., steady.
Thur., Nov. 8.—Lord Elgin received a deputation from the British India Defence Association of the Transvaal, who 

protested against the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance.—The R.M.S.P. “ Trent,’’ outward, passed 
Ushant 8 a.m.—-The R.M.S.P. “ Atrato,” outward, arrived New York 10 a.m.—Beet, 8s. gfd., quiet.

Fri., Nov. 9.—The King’s birthday.—Lord Mayor’s Day (Sir William Treloar, Lord Mayor of London).—Letter from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to the Secretary of the Congo Reform Association, sympathising with 
their efforts to ameliorate the condition of affairs in the Congo, published.—Beet, 8s. 8|d., steady.

Sat., Nov. 10.—Lord Harewood presided over a meeting in York in support of the appeal for £50,000 for rebuilding 
Selby Abbey.—Beet (morning call), 8s. gjd., steady.

Sun., Nov. 11.—A Boer raid into Cape Colony reported.
Mon., Nov. 12.—The King and Queen of Norway arrived in England.—All night sitting of the House of Commons.— 

Beet, 8s. iojd., steady.
Tues., Nov. 13.—Lord Halsbury and Mr. Birrell spoke at the Colston Banquets at Bristol.—Mr. R. Jebb read a paper 

on “ Imperial Organisation ’’ at the Royal Colonial Institute.—Earthquakes reported to have occurred 
in Jamaica.—Beet, 8s. g^d., flat.

Wed., Nov. 14.—Visit of the King and Queen of Norway to the City.—Beet, 8s. g£d., quiet.
Thur., Nov. 15.—Lady Selby, wife of the ex-Speaker of the House of Commons, died.—Debate on Chinese Labour in the 

House of Commons.—Beet, 8s. 8|d., easier.
Fri., Nov. 16.—Beet, 8s. 8fd., quiet.
Sat., Nov. 17.—The Boer raiders, Ferreira and all his followers captured.—Armagh bye-election Mr. C. Moore, K.C.

(U.), 4229, Mr. L. Crawford (Ind. U.), 1433 ; majority 2769.—Beet (morning call), 8s. g|d., steadier. 
Sun., Nov. 18.—Bomb outrage in St. Peters, Rome.
Mon., Nov. 19.—Rumours of despatch of troops to Jamaica denied.—Beet, 8s. gd., easier.

COMING EVENTS.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be oj 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.
Nov. 27th to Dec. 1st.—The West Indian Produce Association exhibits at the Food and Cookery Exhibition at the Royal 

Horticultural Hall.
Dec., 4th and 5th.—Show of West Indian Fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall.
Dec. 8th. Lecture on the West Indies, by Mr. A. Clifton Kelway, at Northfield, Birmingham.
Tues., Dec. nth.—Lecture at the Royal Colonial Institute by Mr. Arthur a Beckett on “ The Colonial Press.’’

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters ot 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “ Enquiries. ” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent inbefore Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following1 uesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope jor reply. 1

J. C. H. & Co.—Previous to October 1st, igos, no distinction was made in the exports from Trinidad between
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XXXteX“ °f the lake' NOW’ h“' - differentiated a

ordi^arrowroot is^ncerUi^ as the sTarc^conten^ “ ValUe betWeen that and the

the Hon^W^frr^^ in growing sugar canes from seed in the West Indies was conducted by
H 5 X • Highlands in Barbados in 1859. He planted over 4| acres with canes raised from 

seedhngs« and their yield of sugar was estimated at over 4 hhds. to the acre. But certain objectionable 
charactenstics presented themselves and the cultivation of these canes was abandoned. Successful experiments were 
subsequently conducted by Professor J B Harrison and Mr. Bovell. The more recent history of seedlings cane results 
in British Guiana and the West Indian Islands you are, of course, acquainted with.

Early Worm.—Your inquiry reminds one of the old riddle about which came first, the chicken or the egg 
happily, though, it is not such a poser. Cotton was one of the first crops cultivated in the West Indies, and an inferior 
and uncultivated perennial plant of it is found in most Islands. It is presumed that the cotton worm has always existed 
in such Islands feeding on this plant, which is probably a debased type of that first cultivated. The plant being quite 
wild, scattered, and few in number, the cotton worm did not multiply rapidly, and it was kept down by its natural enemies. 
As soon as Sea Island cotton was introduced and large areas were planted, the worm rapidly spread. Mr. W. N. Sands 
tells us that most plants cultivated on a large scale suffer from insects peculiar to them in the same manner.

THE WEST INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of Civil Servants, 

in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.

Hon. N. R. McKinnon, K.C., Acting Solicitor-General, British Guiana, has arrived in England on leave of absence.
The King has approved of the appointment of the Hon. J. Challenor Lynch to be a member of the Legislative 

Council of Barbados.
Mr. William Cuddeford, Auditor of the Windward Islands, has been granted an extension of leave of absence 

for three months from December 4th next.
The Hon. Sir Thomas Crossley Rayner, K.C., Attorney General, British Guiana, has been granted an extension 

of leave of absence for three months from October 1st.
Mr. J. J. de Boissiere, late of the Colonial Secretary’s Office, Trinidad, has left the Island to take up an appoint­

ment as Junior Assistant Treasurer in Northern Nigeria.
During the absence on leave of the Hon. J. E. M. Salmon from St. Lucia, Mr. C. F. Condell has been appointed 

an Official Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony.
The Governor of Barbados, Sir Gilbert Carter, and Lady Carter returned to the Island on October 5th, by the 

S.S. “ Parima ” from America, where His Excellency spent his holiday.
Mr. A. L. C. Laborde, once a leading cricketer of Barbados, and late Postmaster of the Colony of Lagos, 

has been promoted a District Commissioner of Southern Nigeria, and to officiate in the Central Province.
The Hon. A. P. P. Mackey has been appointed, by Warrant under His Majesty’s Royal Sign Manual and 

Signet, a Member of the Executive Council of British Guiana, in the room of the late Hon. J. H. de Jonge.
An extension of leave of absence for four months, from November nth, has been granted to Professor J. B. 

Harrison MA C M G &c &c., Director of Science and Agriculture and Government Analyst, British Guiana.
The vacant office ¿f Second Puisne Judge of Trinidad and Tobago, which was offered some time ago to Mr. 

Alexander D. Russell, Chief Magistrate of the Gambia, has been accepted by him. Mr. Russell had occupied his late 

appointment for the past eight years.

SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
The Bank Rate stands at 6 per cent, (changed on October 19th, 1906), and Consols (21 per cent.) are 

quoted 86f.
The Trinidad Petroleum Company. .

A Company was registered on October 19th, with a capital of ¿30,000 in to
in Trinidad. The Directors are Mr. Corbet Woodall, Hon. Thomas Cochrane, M.P., Mr. Lockhart D. Carson, and Mr.

A. Duckham.

Banan^ ^lour Company gtered under the name of Pattinson’s Banana Fruit Foods Limited, for the purpose of 

be paid to the vendor, while the whole of the balance is offered to the pub ic.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. ended June 30th, 1906, state that the development of the

“XXX-nger a^cargo had d—ued

for many years, have recently been «-established
to Mexican ports. The twm-screw steamer Sabor bullIt by JM esn-s_ wanan^ H A contract
her sister vessel the " Segura and the Severn P d hf ¿oloPnies £ the resumption of part of the West Indian

S.™ ™ ~ ““““ “ “ I»'"“
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not previously converted are in course of preparation. The Court, while having due regard to economies wherever 
practicable, are continuing their policy of augmenting the fleet and of improving the organisation of the Company’s 
business on all its routes.
The West India and Panama Telegraph Co., Ltd.,

The Directors of this Company in their report for the six months ended June 30th last, which will be presented to 
the shareholders at the fifty-ninth ordinary general meeting at Winchester House at 12 o’clock to-morrow, states that the 
amount to credit of revenue is /36,9998s. 2d., against /32,773 13s. nd. for the corresponding half-year of 1905. The 
expenses have been /25,68o 17s. nd., against/23,23o 9s. 8d., leaving a balance of /n,3i8 10s. 3d., to which is added 
/i,772 4s. nd. interest on investments, and /x,o47 5s. 6d. brought forward from last account, making a total of /14,13s 
os. 8d., with which it is proposed to pay 8s. per share on the First Preference Shares (being 4s. balance of Arrears to 
31st December, 1905, and 4s. on account of Dividend to 30th June, 1906), which will absorb /i3,825 4s., leaving a 
balance of/312 16s. 8d. to current half-year’s account. The traffic receipts for the six months show an increase of 
/4,324 19s. 7d. as compared with those for the corresponding period. The expenses of repairing cables charged to 
Revenue amount to /9,95s is. iod., as compared with /8,3Ó3 os. yd. for the corresponding half-year. There has also 
been a special expenditure of /7,65o for the charter of S.S. ‘ Cambria,’ and /10,62o 12s. gd. for the cable used by her 
in restoring and partially renewing some of the interrupted cables referred to in the last Report. Both these amounts 
have been charged to the Reserve. The Directors are of opinion that this expenditure has resulted in strengthening 
the whole system. The question of increasing the Reserve Fund, which now stands at /93,596, has been under the 
consideration of the Directors; but, in view of the state of the revenue, they do not propose to make any addition to 
that Fund at present.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
Barbados (Messrs Wilkinson & Gaviller), November 15th. “Very dry, rain wanted.” 

British Guiana (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co.), November 14th. “ Some rain has fallen 
generally since last message.” (The New Colonial Co., Ltd), November 15th. “Showery and 
unsettled.” (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), November 19th.) “No rain worth speaking of since 
last message.” Jamaica (The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ending November 7th, 
Kingston : “ 1st, rainy ; 2nd, 3rd, fine; 4th to 6th, stormy; 7th, rainy. Port Antonio : 1st to 7th, 
rain.”

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Home Arrivals per R.M.S.P. " Orinoco” (Capt. T. R. Pearce), 

November 12th :—Sister Maria Alvarez, Sister Isabel Alvarez, Sister de Beauval, Mr. Hugh Roberts, Captain Matthew 
Barkley, Mr. C. A. Gibbes, Mr. H. Champion Jones, Mr. and Mrs. A. Rubiano, Mr. W. Bowring, Mr. J. L. Agostini, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gustavo Fischer, Dr. D’arcy Irvine, Dr. W. Kenny, MissF. Tripp, Mr. J G. Boulcott, Mr. H. D. Huggins’, 
Mr. W. A. Walsgrove, Dr. R. S. Romaine, Mr. N. R. McKinnon, Dr. E. G. Fonseca, Mr. W. K. Miley, Mr. H. C. Cooked 
Mr. C. Waite, Mr. A. J. Walker, Mr. G. Kayne, Mr. Sydney Pontifex, Captain, Mrs. and Master Macauley, Mr. e’. 
Adams, Mr. Abdul Wabed, Mr. Moguljan, Mr. F. G. Keog, Mr. E. Koski.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S. “Orinoco” (Capt. T. R. Pearce), November 21st:—Mr. and Mrs. G. S. 
Manning, Miss Gooding, Mr. and Mrs. Pitcher, Mrs. Tredgold, Mrs. McEwen, Mr. W. Clarke, two Misses Clarke, Mrs. 
Seabrook, Miss Woolcombe, Col. and Mrs. Bridges, Mr. Michael Barrett, Rev. and Mrs. J. S. Wilson, Miss Hombersley, 
Rev. J. W. Binnie, Mr. and Mrs. de Grandville, Mr. A. Kolerich, Dr. Geo. H. Masson, two Misses Berkeley, Mr. Boissy,’ 
Mr. H. T. Ross, Mrs. Colvin, Mr. D. A. MacIntyre, Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Alexander, Rev. Wallace Smith, Miss E. Scott’, 
MissA. Bell, Dr. Francis Watts, C.M.G., Mr. Charles Blacker, Mr. Robert Kerr, Mr. Jno. Goodwin, Mr. and Mrs. j’ 
May, Mr. Joseph Connolly, Mrs. Harriss, Mr. Glab, Hon. C. Macaulay Browne, C.M.G., Mrs. Browne, Mr. Hadden^ 
Mr. Sutcliffe, Mr. Rance, Miss Connolly, Miss Summers, Mr. D. Fogarty, Miss Geary.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Tagus ” (Capt. R. H. Stranger), December 5th Mr. and Mrs. J.R 
Miss E. Holt, Miss E. Mather, Mrs. Grant Blunt, Mr. C. A. Bartlett, Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Collymore, Mrs Haddock,’ 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. and Master Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Garner, Mr. and Mrs.W. Ashley Bovell, Mr and Mrs’. 
George Longstaff, Messrs. H. and F. Wollmer, Mr. Roland Bateman, Mr. Roger Schunck, Dr. Von Winckler Mr 
Thomas Garraway, Mr. I’Aiquebelle, Miss Hepburn, Mr. Esdaile, Miss Thalme Wylie, Sir. W. K. Cummin^ Bart Mrs 
H. Seabrook, Miss H. Thompson, Mrs. E. C. Wilson, Brigadier Nehemiah Glover, Mrs. Glover, Miss E Glover Master 
E. Glover, Miss A. Glover, Mrs. Tredgold, Mr. Rafael A. Reyes, Mrs. de Reyes, Master Alvaro Reyes Miss Miranda 
Mr. C. Stanley Musgrave Mr. G. Hawer, Mr. Walter Ashton, Hon. and Mrs. W. S. Robertson, Mr and Mrs R Hamlvn 
Nott, Mrs. F. Fowler, Mr. Albert S. White. ’ rS’ Mamly

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Atrato ” (Capt. H. J. Boby), December 19th Mr. Eric H Streatfield Maior 
Edward Beecher, Mr. Charles Freeman, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hargreave and son, Sir Frederick Treves Bart’ Ladv 
Treves, Mr. and Mrs. Alex. Tennant, Miss Jane Tennant, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Shepherd, Mr. and Mrs. Hoad Mr. 
E. S. Ruano. ‘ *

Imperial Direct West India Mail Service Co., Ltd.—Home Arrivals per R.M S “ Port Kington ” 
(Capt. rParsons)Novemberöth Miss M. de Alcazar, Mr. H. Gurney, Mr. Robert Johnstone, Mrs and Miss Oliver 
Mr. A. W Greenwood Mr. C D. Ingram, Mr and Mrs. W. G. Lane, Mr. R. Pashley, Mr. J. S. Robertson Cov S -M 
Cooper, Mrs. Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. Jose Carubi and seven children, Mr. James Dawson. J ’ C y’ b‘

Sailings per R.M.S. “ Port Kingston ” (Capt. J. G. Parsons), November 17th. Jamaica-—Mr w pMr. and Mrs. R. W. Bradley, Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Browne and child, Mr. F. E Bates S E BuckL M r8 ’ 
JM. Colliss Miss Davy, Mrs. and Master Eves, Mr. Finzi, Miss Grout, M A Gray Mr Hosts'

Hay, Mrs and Miss Hastings, Mrs. Hunter, Mr. H. C. Heselton, Mrs. Tay Mr W G Kirbv . S? tM 
Errmgton Ker, Mr. Geo. W. Kay, Dowager Lady Lyveden, Miss and Master Lyons Capt’ C R ¿sii? Mk?wJi andKMrI 
Mr. E. F. B. Lacon, Major, Mrs., Master and Miss McGillycuddy. Col. E.^ Sl^
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Master and Miss Pringle, Mrs. Richmond. Mrs Ros Mrs Çab Mr Q t r» x j ™

£w*B. MrS' ““ ““ Itarmer^“

MAIL ARRANGEMENTS.
O?r readers are reminded that the latest date for the despatch of Christmas letters and parcels 

to the Colonies, are as follows :

Destination.

Bahamas ...
Bermuda ...
British Honduras...
West Indies (British), Antigua, Montserrat, Nevis, 

and St. Kitts
Barbados, Dominica, Demerara, Grenada, St. Lucia, 

St. Vincent, Tobago, and Trinidad
Jamaica

Letters, &c.
Date of despatch to 
secure arrival about 

(see footnote)

Parcels.
Date of despatch to 

secure arrival about 
(see footnote)

Christmas 
Day.

New Year’s 
Day.

Christmas 
Day.

New Year’s 
Day.

Dec. 5 Dec. 19 *Nov. 30 *Dec. 14
Dec. 8 Dec. 8 *Nov. 30 *Dec. 7
Dec. i Dec. 8 *Nov. 23 *Nov. 23

Nov. 21 Dec. 5 Nov. 20 Dec. 4

Dec. 5 Dec. 5 Dec. 4 Dec. 4
Dec. 5 Dec. 14 Nov. 30 Dec. 14

Despatched from Liverpool the following day.

Date.

Nov. 21

.. 22 
27

.. 30

Dec. i
» 5

Destination.

Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, 
and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica, and Trinidad

Barbados and Trinidad
Demerara
Barbados (for St. Vincent, St. Lucia 

and Dominica), Grenada, Trini­
dad and Demerara

Jamaica
Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, 

and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica and Trinidad

*
Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. “Tagus”

Outward 
Port of Dep.

Mails.
Company. Packet. Closing for 

Letters in Ldn,

Southampton R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Orinoco ” Nov. 20, mdn’t.
Liverpool Leyland Line ‘ ‘ Albanian ’ ’ ,, 21, 6 p.m.
Liverpool Liverpool Line “ Bryssel ” ,, 26, 6 p.m.

Dartmouth ... Direct Line ‘ ‘ Saba ’ ’ ,, 30, noon.
Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S. ' ‘ Port Henderson ” .> 30, *6p.m.

Dec. 4, mdn’t.
In E.C. District up to 8 p.m.

Date.
Nov. 21

.. 26
Dec. 5

Where From.
Jamaica
The West Indies ...
Jamaica

Homeward Mails.
Port of Arrival.
Avonmouth 
Southampton 
Avonmouth

Company.
I.D.W.I.M.S. 
R.M.S.P.Co. 
I.D.W.I.M.S.

Packet.
“ Port Henderson ”
“ Tagus ”
‘ ‘ Port Royal ’ ’

EXPORTS OF PRODUCE FROM THE WEST INDIES.

Barbados. British Guiana. Jamaica. Trinidad. Grenada.

Jan. i to Oct. 18
1906 1905

Jan.
1906

I to Oct. 25.
1905

April
1906

i to Oct. 20.
1905

Jan.
1906

i to Oct. 27.
1905

Oct. 1 to Oct. 29.
1906 1905

Sugar.......................... 49,822 40,141 Tns. 66,380 59,710 Tons. 8691 6820 Tons. 506,115 279,93oBgs.&Brls. 
, 2881 2887Puns. ■]

...

Molasses .............. 61,034 38,349 Pns. 2910 2124 Casks. J 266
( 102

178 Tres. h
165 Bris. ) ...

Rum .......................... 11,823 11,130 Puns. 990,565 754,124 Galls. 1230 349 Puns. ...

Cattle Food and 
Molascuit

Cacao.........................
7288 

26,097

5455 Tons.
49,147 lbs. 36,311 16,918 Cwts. 21,866,930 30,942,975 lbs. 1314 2188 Bags

Coffee... 17,183 15,563 », 16,960 11,930 „

Coconuts ..............
Copra.........................
Cotton ..............

..................

52,188 244,171 3i993,272

16,882

2,831,966

38,484 lbs.

9,897,31.5

14,999

8,254,417
9167 Bags.

Cotton Seed 
Asphalt ..............  
Oranges ..............  
Bananas ..............

..................
... 30,865,382

10,692,541
38,800,513 

io,i4i,9O9Stms.
5i,957 Cwts.

H4,343 94,393 Tons.

• / 457 692 Brls.
Pimento ..............
Spice.........................

...

75,637 ozs.

47,i57 O J 63 94 J-Brls. 
a 1 47 5° Cases

Gold ......................... 73,810 « I 3 12 Bags,

Diamonds.............. 2077 4036 carats. ...

Rice ......................... 953,639 39,195 lbs. ...
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY.
Sugar.—Fluctuations in the price of 88% beet are taking place as usual, but the business doing in the speculative 

market is confined to trifling lots, the stringent position of the money market keeping in check any expansion in this 
direction. The statistical position of sugar for later on in the season, say in the early spring and summer, is undoubtedly 
sound, but for the moment with the beet crops in full swing and the near approach of another Cuba crop, together with 
the 6% Bank rate, Refiners and the Trade are not likely to change their hand to mouth policy, a line of action little calcu­
lated to cause any immediate advance in prices. The beet roots are all secured, and so far as Convention Europe is 
concerned may produce 700,000 tons less sugar than last year when all worked up. The Cuba crop promises a yield of 
somewhere about the same size as in 1906, if labour troubles do not arise, which is quite possible. Other large producing 
Countries seem to be fairly well off, so that with a decent Consumption we do not seem in front of any overplus of sugar, 
and prices are undoubtedly low. In a large article like this it is absolutely impossible to suggest a definite forecast, but 
it seems reasonable to conclude that the second half of the campaign offers a brighter prospect than the first half, in which 
we are now engaged.

The quotations of 88% beet on the 19th November were as follows:—November, 8s. g^d. ; December, 8s. g^d.; 
January/March, 8s. nfd.; May, 9s. ifd. ; Aug., gs. 3fd., and Oct./Dec., igo7, gs. ofd., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :—
1906 1905 1904 1903 1902

Europe 1,660,000 1,680,000 1.530,000 2,050,000 1,910,000 Tons.
United States 130,000 210,000 130,000 100,000 180,000 ,,
Cuba.................................................... — 110,000 — 120,000 70,000 ,,
Afloat ........................................ 60,000 60,000 110,000 110,000 70,000 ,,

Total ............................ 1,850,000 2,060,000 1,770,000 2,380,000 2,230,000 ,,
Quotations of 88% Beet, 19th Nov. :— 8s. 9£d. 8s. 4d. 13s. 10|d. 8s. 6d. 7s. lOd.
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—An improved demand for yellow crystallised has again set in, and fair sales have been made 

within the range of 16s. to 17s. 6d., being firmer prices, raising the value of average prices to 16s. 6d. Deliveries, not­
withstanding the dull state of the sugar trade, continue highly satisfactory and are referred to at foot. The nominal value 
of a g6 centrifrugal cargo to Refiners is 10s. 3d., on floating conditions.

Molasses Sugar continues in good demand for the lower grades from ns. to ns. 6d., duty paid, but grocery 
kind only sell in retail at irregular prices. The value of 8g test is somewhere about 8s. 3d. in bond, on floating terms.

Muscovado.—There is nothing passing in grocery kinds, the quotations of which range from 14s. to 15s., duty 
paid. To Refiners 89 test in bond is worth about 9s. in bond on floating conditions.

West India Figures since 1st Jan.: 1906.
Imports... ... ... ... 47,000
Deliveries ... ... ... 43,000
Stocks, 29th Oct. ... ... 13,000

Quotations of average qualities, 19th Nov. : ... 16s. 6d.

1905. 1904. 1903. 1902.
34,000 37,000 21,000 56,000 Tons.
36,000 42,000 36,000 38,000 ,,

8000 7000 13,000 30,000
15s. Od. 22s. 9d. 15s. 9d. 14s. 3d.

Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for 10 months:
Home Consumption 
Stocks 31st Oct.

Stocks in London, 12th Nov.:
Jamaica ...............
Demerara ...
Total of all kinds

1906.
8400
2700

17,900

1906.
2,980,000
6,880,000

1905-
8500
4800

21,000

1905.
2,920,000
7,750,000

1904.
10,200

5500
24,100

1904.
2,970,000 Galls.
9,170,000 ,, 
1903.

10,500 Puns.
6200 ,,

27,800 ,,
In the absence of any supplies of Demerara in Importers’ hands business remains suspended, and it is not possible 

to give any quotations. Arrivals are due next week, and we shall then know on what basis business will be resumed. 
Jamaica is steady, Standard Home Trade Marks being difficult to buy at 2s. 2d. Leewards and other Foreign kinds, like 
Demerara, are nominal. Home Consumption, according to the Board of Trade Returns printed above, remains normal.

Cocoa.—Board of Trade Returns for 10 months : 
Imports 
Home Consumption 
Stocks 31st Oct.

Stocks in London, 12th Nov. : 
Trinidad ... 
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds ...............

1906.
20,500
17,000

3700

1905. 
19,800 
16,600

4800
1906. 1905- 1904.
9200 17,600 25,700
3900 9100 11.500

49,800 68,800 84,100

1904.
23,200 Tons.
16,900 ,,

5800 ,,
1903.

14,200 Bags. 
8000 ,,

56,500 
trifling lots of West IndiaThis Market is starved for supplies, as will be seen by the figures printed above The 

available have been absorbed by our smaller manufacturers at again higher prices, but the larger'ones are enabled to 
resist the advance The quotations now given are only for retail lots, and must be considered quite nominal for cocoa in 

Trinidad fair collected 75s Estate Marks, 76s. to 82s.; Grenada fair, 66s., fermented, 68s. to 72s. From other 
ative cocoa is worth about 65s., and fermented up to 72s. Consumption in this country shows no expansion, 

see Board of Trade Returns printed above. Stocks, however, need replenishing.
t Coffee : quiet, unchanged, good ordinary Jamaica, 42s. Nutmegs : steady with uood sales of West
india including, 58’s at 2s. 3d.,68’s at is. 2d., 76’s at is., 90’s at 8d„ 106’s at 6£d., 120 s at 5fd TsoVat s/d and i^’s

* Per favour of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co
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OUR CELEBRITIES.
No LXXXI.

Ube West Jnbia Committee IRooms,
15 Seething Lane, London,

Dec. 3rd, 1906

The Most Rev. Enos Nuttall, D.D.

Telegrams: “ Cabib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Central.

We regret to notice that the curious con­
fusion of ideas regarding the sugar tax 

and the Brussels Convention is still in evidence 
in certain quarters. The Mineral Water Trade 
Journal, in its issue of November 17th, speaks of 
the disastrous effect of the sugar tax as being 
emphasised by the Sugar Convention. “Say 
what you will,” says the Journal, “ the critics of 
our demands cannot deny that the delivered price 
of sugar is at this moment more than 4s. per 
cwt. beyond what it was in when there
was no duty.” As a matter of fact, at the corre­
sponding period in 1899 and 1900 the price of Ger­
man granulated delivered was us. 8^-d. and 12s., 
while the price to-day is 15s. 6d., the differ­
ence being less, instead of more than the amount 
of the tax—in direct contradistinction, therefore, 
to the statement of our contemporary—in spite 
of the Brussels Convention. We are glad, 
however, to see that the mineral water interests 
at last recognise that we are in accord with 
them on the subject of the removal of the tax,
but regret the motive which they impute to 
us, viz., that the West India Committee, by

Archbishop of the West Indies. US, VIZ., . .
co-operating with the confectioners, “will thus reconcile the sugar using industries of Great Bnta.n
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to the operation of the Convention.” Let us once for all impress upon our contemporary 
that the Sugar Convention and the sugar tax have no relation whatever to one another, and that we 
have never taken up any attitude with regard to the tax other than that of approving of it as a 
temporary measure. It was levied as a contribution towards the cost of the Boer war, and it has 
served its end. There is, therefore, no more need for it until—and we trust this will never be the case 
—another such emergency arises. The Brussels Convention has also served, and is still serving, a 
valuable purpose, that of putting a stop to an unjust competition based on protection and monopoly, 
on bounties and cartel-trusts in an important industrial commodity, between foreign countries and 
Great Britain and the British Colonies. We had thought that the bogey of this International 
Agreement having raised the price of sugar had been dissipated by the irrefutable evidence on this point 
which has during the past twelve months been brought forward by the West India Committee, but 
judging from the statements to which we have taken exception above, it seems as though this were not 
the case. Let us put the matter clearly once for all. The price of sugar in this country has not been 
raised by the Convention; all that the Convention does and can do is to eliminate the influence of 
bounties and cartels on the average price of sugar. What the Continental bounty and cartel system 
did do was to upset the natural adjustment of the supply and demand of sugar throughout the whole world, 
thus causing excessive variations in price against the interests of every industry dependent on sugar, as 
as well as the interests of all direct consumers. This balance the Brussels Convention restored. Surely 
the confectionery and mineral water industries of this country would not wish their industries conducted 
on such a perilous basis as that of the price of sugar being regulated, not by the natural cost of production, 
but by the caprice of foreign protectionists ? We would draw the attention of those who by advocating 
the withdrawal of Great Britain from the Convention are operating towards the return of the old 
bounty and modern cartel-trust systems, to a letter of Mr. Wallwyn P. B. Shepheard in 1878 to the 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, which we reproduce elsewhere. In that letter Mr. Shepheard 
urged that “ a fundamental and unassailable principle of free trade demanded that natural advantages 
of soil, situation, climate and industrial skill should govern production and distribution, thereby 
reducing cost of production to a minimum, and, by free competition, securing to the consumer the full 
benefit of such natural advantages.” It is well that this principle should be borne in mind at the 
present juncture. Meanwhile the Brussels’ correspondent of the Times makes it perfectly clear that 
no official intimation as to withdrawal from the Sugar Convention has as yet been made by the British 
Government; nor, we understand, does anything in this connection appear in the agenda paper of the 
Permanent Commission, the next meeting of which is fixed for the 10th inst. From the extract from 
the Deutsche Zuckerindustrie, which we give in another column, it is manifest that the German sugar 
producers would view our withdrawal with satisfaction, but the French with regret.

>-pHE excerpts in our last issue from the letter of our British Honduras correspondent, Mr. A. R. 
J- Usher, outlined the present position of affairs as regards the development of that Colony by 

means of radway, telegraphic and steamer communication, and we wish we could point to greater 
action on the part of the Government in this direction. As matters now stand, there are three 
railway schemes contemplated-the frontier scheme, which we have all along advocated in these 
“3 r t wthich ,the ‘r Mr- c- t- hunter took such an frOm
Belize, the capital, to the Guatemalan frontier; the Stann Creek railway line, originally advanced by 
the Home Government as a means of developing a banana industry, and as a substituted measure for 

the frontier scheme, starting from Stann Creek,-a small hamlet on the coast and r„n„’ 1 a 7
twelve miles or thereabouts, lying to the north of Belize and the Punta Gorda r "A" a^ 7 

the first of these-the frontier line-the negotiations concerning which we have ever
Stand were approaching a satisfactory conclusion at the time of Mr. Hunter’s dZZ"t will, we
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much fear owing to that sad event be postponed for a while. We, sincerely trust, however, in the 
interests of the Colony, that in the case of such an important project, it will merely be a case of postpone­
ment and not abandonment. The Stann Creek Railway scheme is now being held back in an 
unaccountable way. The funds have been voted by the Legislature, the line has been surveyed, and 
the excuse given by the British Honduras Government for delay in starting work—an excuse which, by- 
the-bye, is more of an explanation than an excuse—is, that the Colonial Office has not yet appointed an 

engineer to carry on the work ! With the view of expediting matters, the Legislative Council have 
passed a resolution impressing upon the Government the desirability of commencing the Stann Creek 
Railway at once, so, if there should be any further delay, the fault will lie solely at the door of the 
Colonial Office. A further resolution which was agreed to was to the effect that the consulting 
engineer’s fees should be kept as low as possible, a very necessary point when the experience of the 
West Indian Colonies as to the Crown Agents’ charges is borne in mind! The Punta Gorda scheme 
is not likely to be dealt with at present; in fact, with the Stann Creek Railway in progress in the 
immediate future, and, we hope, the frontier railway later on, the hands of the Colony will be fairly 
full. Telegraph connection with the Mexican line on the other side of the Hondo River is still hanging 
fire, and delay in this matter again seems to be due to the procrastination of the authorities at home. 
In these days, a Colony without adequate telegraphic communication, is in every way placed in an 
unfortunate position, and its commercial development severely hampered. Any Colony not supplied 
with efficient mail and cable communication with the outside world must inevitably fall behind. We 
sincerely trust, therefore, that the connection between the British Honduras and Mexican line will soon 
be an accomplished fact. This is a striking instance of the way in which the exaggerated festina lente 
policy of home officials is prejudicing Colonial development. The other matter with which our corre­
spondent deals is that of mail communication. The local Government called for tenders in the earlier 
part of the year for a five years’ service to carry out mails between the port of Belize and other ports 
in British Honduras to some port or ports in the United Kingdom, Canada, or the United States, 
either weekly, fortnightly, or monthly. On September 30th, the time limit for tendering, only one 
tender had been received—from the United Fruit Company—but as during the summer months, on 
account of the U.S. quarantine regulations, no passengers are carried by these steamers, the Colonists 
are, naturally, anxious to subsidise some other line, and it is thought that the Government, even 
although the tender of the United Fruit Company be accepted, will be prepared to pay something 
for a Canadian line. We should be glad to see the present Line running from this country to the 
West Indies, extending its itinerary to British Honduras, and this willingness of the Government of 

the latter Colony might prove the basis of a definite arrangement.

In another column we give a brief report on the scheme for the insurance of buildings and estates 
in the West Indies against damage by hurricane, which was arranged at the beginning of this 

year by Messrs. Henry Head and Co., at the suggestion of Mr. H. Hesketh Bell, the late 
Administrator of Dominica. The idea being a comparatively new one, the volume of business has 
naturally been rather small, planters not being as yet accustomed to insure against risks of this kind, 
although they have for many years past been calling out for some such arrangement. Mr. E. A. 
Agar, one of our Hon. Correspondents in Dominica, has gone so far as to express disappointment that 
the Island passed through the last hurricane season without the occurrence of any cataclysm which 
might serve as a warning to those planters who were holding aloof from the scheme, and while on the 
one hand we must congratulate Dominica on escaping disaster, we cannot help feeling a considerable 
amount of sympathy with Mr. Agar’s argument, as a moderate “blow” would have served to impress 
upon planters the importance of insuring and not waiting to close the stable door until after the 
departure of the proverbial horse. So far, the volume of business, as might be expected, considering the
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antecedents of the scheme, has proved to be larger in Dominica than in the other Islands; but the difficulty 
there, as elsewhere, is that planters unfortunately have very little money to spare, and consequently 
many pursue the usual method of going on in the hope that everything will turn out right, without 
putting by a reserve to meet contingencies, a policy the dangers of which it is unnecessary to enlarge 
upon. But the price of Dominica staples is now high, and money will begin to circulate more readily 
in the Island. Plantations will become more valuable, and the planter whose estate is devastated by 
a hurricane will, we imagine, receive no sympathy, practical or otherwise, if he has failed to prepare 
for the inevitable rainy—we might say stormy—day. Undoubtedly the payment of a premium must 
involve some sacrifice, but it should be borne in mind that it enables the planter with safety to spend 
all the money he has got in the extension of cultivation. The chief objection so far raised to the 
insurance proposals as at present formulated appears to lie in the fact that the underwriters will only 
insure with what is called an excess clause, that is to say, they require the planter to bear a certain 
percentage of loss in any event. We understand that the object of the underwriters is to protect the 
planters against disasters, and it must be clear from a business point of view that a continuous stream 
of small claims would in no time run away with all the premiums. Further, it is obvious that in the 
case of buildings it is undoubtedly more satisfactory that the owner should risk losing a small amount 
himself, as it is only in accordance with human nature that a man should take a little more trouble to 
prevent damage when he knows that his own pocket will be affected. Hurricane insurance cannot be 
compared with fire insurance. Under ordinary circumstances a fire should not and does not occur, 
and the premium is accordingly calculated on the basis that there will only be a small number of fires. 
Sooner or later, however, hurricanes are sure to occur, and underwriters have, therefore, to provide 
for the inevitable and calculate the premium accordingly. If all claims were to be paid in full, it is 
only reasonable to suppose that the premium would have to be higher than it is, just as in the case of 
insurance of cultivation, which the underwriters are prepared to accept at the premium of 40s. %, 
returning 5s. for no claim, and paying claims in full, provided that they amount to at least 5 %. We 
are credibly informed that in the Fiji Islands, where arrangements for insurance have also been 
concluded recently, planters are required to pay higher rates than those prevailing in the case of the 
West Indies, and our friends in the latter Colonies may therefore take heart and realise that they are 
being favourably treated. We hope most sincerely that the scheme will not be allowed to drop, as so 
many in the West Indies are, through lack of support.

^lsewhere we reproduce the reply of Sir Edward Grey to a question asked in the House of 
J—' Commons as to Mr. Consul Nightingale’s report on the San Thome labour question, to 

which M. Almada Negreiros alludes in his letter on the subject in our last issue. It is seen that the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs does not consider that the Consul’s report on the subject is suffi­
ciently explicit to render it ready for publication as yet. Sir Edward Grey says : “ This and other 
information which has been received, or is exacted soon, will be brought to the notice of the Portuguese 
Government, in the hope that they will take steps to remedy the evils that exist.” We have thus 
evidence from an undoubted source that evils exist of a sufficiently serious character to justify 
representations to a friendly power—representations which constitute interference in domestic affairs 
which could only be justified by actual slavery conditions. We sincerely trust that the Portuguese 
Government will recognise the position, and that the international obligations regarding slavery, on 
which such representations must be based, will be fulfilled.

THE ARCHBISHOP OF THE WEST INDIES
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A GROUP OF BAMBOOS, 
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Tn“?«™ th??/6 °" with g^at vigour the work of a large and highly organised town parish.
870 the Jamaica church was disestablished and disendowed, and at that critical time Mr. Nuttall, 

as he then was, took a leading part in the establishment of a sound financial system for the Church’s 
manifold activities throughout the diocese. In July, 1880, on the death of Bishop Tozer, Mr. Nuttall 
was elected by the Synod to the Bishopric of Jamaica. He proceeded to England and was consecrated 
Blsnop in St Pauls Cathedral on St. Simon and St. Jude’s Day, October 28th, 1880. In 1893, on 
the death of Bishop Austin, of Guiana, he was elected by the Bishops of the Province to the Primacy 
of the West Indies, and in 1897 he, in common with the Primates of several other provinces, assumed 
the title of Archbishop, at the request of the Pan-Anglican Conference of Bishops at Lambeth. Since 
his ordination in 1866 Archbishop Nuttall has been foremost in every important religious, social, 
educational and philanthropic movement in the Island, and he has taken a deep and practical interest 
in all that concerns the material as well as the spiritual welfare of the people. His Episcopate will 
be especially noted for the masterly skill with which the church has been guided during the difficult 
transitional period that has followed the Disestablishment Act of 1870, when state aid was suddenly 
cut off, and the church became a self-supporting organisation. As legislator, administrator, organiser, 
educationalist and social reformer, he has brought many tasks of high importance to a successful 
accomplishment, and as a preacher and teacher his influence and power are no less distinguished. In 
matters agricultural also, the Archbishop has always taken a keen and lively interest, and his opinion 
on such subjects is always eagerly sought. He is a prominent member of the West India Committee.

A GROUP OF BAMBOOS.
The subject of our full-page illustration in the present issue is a magnificent group of bamboos 

in the Botanical Gardens, Trinidad. The Giant Bamboo (Bambusa or Dendrocalamus gigantea} grows 
easily in the Trinidad climate. When fresh stems make their appearance, they grow very rapidly. 
Careful observation and regular measurement have shown that they lengthen at the rate of about in. 
per hour, and attain their full growth in about three months ! It will be remembered that Mr. J. H. 
Hart, the Trinidad Commissioner at the Colonial Exhibition of 1905, exhibited four of these enormous 
bamboos, which were over 80 ft. high, and were a constant source of attraction. Owing to their 
great length much difficulty was experienced in getting the bamboos to the Crystal Palace, where 
they have now a permanent resting-place.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
At a meeting of the 

presiding, the following were
Executive held on Thursday, November 22nd, Mr. Spencer H. Curtis 
elected Members of the West India Committee :—

Name.
J. & R. Tennent, Ltd.
Edgar R. Everington.
J. E. McClean (Dominica).
Percivale R. K. Esdaile (Dominica).
Hon. N. R. McKinnon, K.C. (British Guiana).
H. B. Leggatt.
Dr. Estebrooke (Trinidad).
P. J. Mackie.
David Delbanco.
Major F. MacIver Roome.

Proposer.
Owen Philipps, M.P.
Francis E. Everington.
L. P. Wrench.
E. L. Marshall.
F. J. Morris.
C. Macdougall.
F. N. Martinez.
Cyril Gurney.
Ed. Kynaston.
C. H. Ward.

Seconder.
Frank W. Ker.
Howard K. F. Smith.
C. H. Grell.
D. Mackintosh.
F. I. Scard.
W. A. Wolseley.
Hon. A. C. Ponsonby.
H. A. Trotter. 
Edward Anderson. 
Spencer H. Curtis.

MAIL ARRANGEMENTS.
In order to ensure a regular Intercolonial connection being mamtained

Company’s transatlantic steamers at Barbados, the “ Eden ’ is leaving the
cent, Grenada, and Demerara, so that she may form a connection with, those a

“ “ »^7= “rF—s
homeward connection at Barbados on January 15th the steamship Yare
on the 13th instead of the 6th January.
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FRENCH SUGAR TAX.
The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre is taking the opportunity of the formation of anew Cabinet 

under M. Clemenceau to urge the lowering of the excise tax on sugar. Although the position of French 
finances, as shown by the Budget, is anything but a happy one, M. F. Dupont, at the International 
Congress of Alimentary Hygiene held at Paris, proposed a scheme which was adopted by the meeting 
to the effect that in all the countries represented at the Congress, the consumption tax on sugar should 
be gradually, and in the course of ten years at the most, brought down to 10 frs. per 100 kilos. In the 
case of France, M. F. Dupont calculated that the progressive lowering of this tax, which is at present 
26 frs. per 100 kilos, would not sensibly diminish the Treasury receipts, the increase in consumption 
being sure to balance the loss from the reduction of the tax. The Journal agrees with M. Dupont that 
a yearly lowering of the tax to the extent mentioned would not sensibly affect the Budget equilibrium, 
but doubts whether the consumer would reap the benefit of it, and considers that in all probability the 
“ middleman ” would reap the benefit for some years, and that consequently the increase in consumption 
would be slow in coming.

Speaking of the Brussels Convention, M. Dureau says : “ We readily believe that few countries 
would show themselves disposed to mix themselves up with England in a policy which would reopen 
the era of difficulties for the European and Colonial sugar industry, and would not be without trouble 
for the consumer of this commodity in general.”

CACAO REPORTS II.—CUBA.
The West India Committee have received from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs the 

following special report drawn up by Mr. Consul G. W. G. Griffiths on the cacao industry in Cuba:— 
The principal cacao producing’ district in Cuba is the province of Santiago de Cuba ; a very small 
quantity being grown in the Province of Pinar del Rio and Santa Clara, and an approximate estimate from 
reliable sources gives the production for 1905 at 5,200,000 pounds, of which amount 3,897,704 pounds 
were exported, and 1,302,296 pounds used by the chocolate factories in Cuba. Hilly ground with rich 
deep soil is that generally chosen for the plantation, and cacao is usually planted in conjunction with 
coffee, as it does not yield until the seventh or eighth year after planting, whereas coffee gives a half crop 
the third year, and a full crop thereafter. As coffee does not interfere with the cacao, its production 
can be economically combined with that of the latter, and as the cacao trees attain a larger size, and the 
coffee yield begins to fall off, the coffee can be cut down, and the plantation left to the cacao trees alone. 
Coffee is usually planted from 4I feet to 5 feet apart along the row, and the rows are from 
5 feet to 6 feet apart according to the locality and the fertility of the soil. Cacao is planted in between 
every third row of coffee, that is from 15 feet to 18 feet apart, and from I2| feet to 15 feet apart along 
the rows. It is customary to choose uncleared fores tland for the plantation, and to commence clearing 
it in November or December, burning the underbrush about the end of January, and planting the 
seed in March or whenever the rains have set in. Cacao is planted direct from the seed, which 
should be left in the pod until required, and cannot be transplanted from a nursery because of the 
long and delicate tap-root. There are several varieties of cacao, but that known as Caracas is 
preferred, and seed can be obtained from most of the existing plantations. Some planters put in 
rubber trees in addition to the coffee and cacao, planting between every other row of cacao, that is, 
from 30 feet to 40 feet apart between rows. Rubber, especially the variety known as Castilloa, does 
well m Cuba, and does not interfere with the plantation but furnishes an agreeable shade. When ready 
to tap m from ten to twelve years it should materially add to the value of the property. Whilst the coffee 
and cacao are growing it is usual to plant all kinds of fruit trees and vegetables between the rows in 
order to occupy the land with useful plants, and give the weeds less room to grow. Maize bananas 
manioc, malangas, ugans, &c., are amongst the crops which may be raised in this way; in fact the 
Cuban field hand can easily support his family upon what he grows between the coffee and cacao.

1 he cost of good land for coffee and cacao varies very much according to its accessibility, but it 
can probably be obtained uncleared at about ¿Too per caballeria (33I acres), or/i per acre if the land 
be and WiU C°St an°ther ^IO°- F-ther -P— would

Staking ground ready for planting 
Coffee seed delivered on the ground 
Cacao seed delivered on the ground 
Planting coffee ... ...
Planting cacao
Weeding will cost first 2 months about..

” » ,, next 2 ,, „
„ » » 8 „ „ ;;

Expenses for the first year

¿"20 
48
14 
16
10
40 
30 
80

258
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tn Aff WiU b1 theucost of fruit and vegetable planting, but the crop may be considered
to oft-set this. The expenses for the second year will be y ^uusiuereu

Replanting when required 
Weeding during 12 months

£
20
96

116
The expenses for the third and following years will be for weeding about ¿50. The yield of 

coffee should be about 10 quintals (1,000 pounds) per carreau (T^th of a caballería) in the third year, 
and from 20 to 25 quintals after that. The cost of picking, drying, husking and marketing the coffee 
will be from 7 cents to 9 cents per pound, and it will sell for from 16 to 22 cents per pound. Cacao 
will begin to bear about the eighth year, and a good average crop will be from 1,800 pounds to 2,000 
pounds per T^th of a caballería, or from 540 pounds to 600 pounds per acre, though specially good land 
may yield more. The cost of picking, husking and sacking is small, not much over 1 cent per 
pound, and the price obtainable in Santiago is about 10 cents per pound. One great advantage 
which cacao possesses over coffee is that the crop matures, and can be gathered during more 
than half the year; while coffee must be gathered as it is ripe, and it is often very difficult 
to obtain the requisite labour to do this. A well-established cacao plantation requires very little 
weeding or care, and the trees will continue to bear for from 60 to 70 years. Cacao also 
commands a good price in the world’s market, and does not depend, as does coffee in Cuba, on a purely 
local market, and an import duty of 8 cents per pound. A favourite way to establish a plantation in 
Cuba is on the “ colonos ” system, whereby the proprietor assigns a certain quantity of land to the 
cultivator for a fixed term of years, with or without small advances for the purchase of seed, &c. The 
cultivator shares the crop with the proprietor after the land comes into bearing, and on turning it back 
to the proprietor upon the termination of the contract, which is usually for 7 years or longer, he 
receives a certain sum—about £20 per carreau (3^ acres) for the land in cultivation. An 
plantation is worth from ^"1,000 to £ 1,600 per caballería according to situation, &c.

established

Exportation of Cacao during the Years 1903, 1904, and 1905.

Countries.
1903 

Weight. * Value.
1904.

Weight. Value.
1905.

Weight. Value.
lbs. £ lbs. £ lbs. £

United States and Puerto Rico .. 3.991.455 81,834 3.796,308 80,228 2,216,213 44,200
Great Britain and Possessions 270,688 5.530 207,427 3.803 119,735 2,463

France 69,100 2,180 364,782 7.984 332,862 7,060

Germany 
Spain ... 
Austria

476,964 12,526 815,040 16,271 72,027 1.540
755.734 18,366 648,640 17,722 832,164

22,382
22,220

SIS
Mexico 37,011 960 56,766 1.195 115.038 2,965

Holland .............................................
Italy ... 
Morocco

— 43.972 880
121,030
66,253

2,704
1,426

— — 14.005 326 — —

Total 5,600,952 121,396 5.946.940 128,409 3.897.704 85.093

THE BRITISH COTTON GROWING ASSOCIATION.
The Lord Mayor of Manchester presiding over the annual meeting of the British Cotton 

Growing Association at the Manchester Town Hall on November 20th, said
for our raw material on one country alone, and he only hope _ e peop e „nnnorte(j ’ sir Alfred 
more interested than anybody else, would see to it that the Association was well supported. mAred 
Jones, who proposed the adoption of the Annual Report, a summary °f jhich h^^^^
the West India Committee Circular, said how much they regretted the absence o . h ’hi
was unfortunately indisposed. He thought that the work that had been done far

growing cotton. The West Indies had worked very w - ;n;nnprq to the West Indies, he said that

* Values have been reduced from dollars to pounds sterling at $5 to the ¿1.
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entertain the visitorsand members of the Association to a banquetât the Town Hall. Mr. J. E. 
Newton, Chairman of the Council, emphasised the importance of Lancashire coming to the 
assistance of the Association in order that the work should not be limited. Mr. William Howarth 
and Mr. B. Crapper supported the resolution, and the report was duly adopted. Sir Alfred Jones was 
re-elected President of the Association, and the Duke of Marlborough, Sir W. H. HouJdsworth, Sir F. 
Forbes Adam and Mr. Alfred Emmott, M.P., Vice-Presidents, and the retiring members of Council 
having been re-elected, the proceedings were brought to a close with the usual complimentary 
resolutions.

WEST INDIAN CABLE COMMUNICATION.

The following letter was addressed by the West India Committee to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies on November 19th last:—

My Lord,—We have approached your Lordship on various occasions with regard to the 
question of cable communication with and between our West Indian Colonies.

2. We believe that it is now generally recognised that the present cable system, except in so 
far as Jamaica is concerned, is extremely unsatisfactory and costly. The matter has been the 
subject of resolutions adopted by the principal West Indian Colonies and British Guiana, and 
also by the Chambers of Commerce of the Empire at their recent meetings. Having regard, 
moreover, to the great importance to merchants and planters of a regular and reliable means of 
communication, the West India Committee, who have already expressed their views to your 
Lordship on this subject in a Report which was forwarded to the Colonial Office on January 5th 
last, and subsequently to the principal Colonial Governments, feel that no excuse is necessary 
for addressing you again on this subject.

3. It will be within your Lordship’s recollection that in the Report referred to, the West 
India Committee expressed the opinion that an improvement of the existing state of affairs could 
best be attained:

(a) By laying a new cable from Bermuda to Barbados.
(b) By laying new cables from (1) Barbados to Trinidad, and (2) from Barbados or Trinidad 

to Demerara.
(c) The establishment on an efficient basis of a connecting cable between the Windward and 

Leeward Islands and Barbados, with a reduction of the message rate to 4s. 2d. per word.
4* suggestions contained in the Report commended themselves to the majority of the 

West Indian Colonies, and it is, therefore, with some concern that we have learnt that the 
proposals for laying the new cables are likely to be set aside in favour of a system of wireless 
telegraphy, which, though possibly suited for short distances for intermittent periods, and where 
the quantity of messages is not heavy, appears as yet insufficiently developed to be of practical 
utility for commercial purposes.

5. We have been at pains to enquire into the working of wireless telegraphy in different 
parts of the world, and have been unable to find one single instance in which it has been in 
continuous use for commercial purposes for any period of time. On the other hand, since the 
year 1900, forty-eight new cables have been laid, with a total length of 63,344 nautical miles 
between many places which might have been considered suitable for wireless telegraphy, which 
W°? venture.Jto th,lnk> hardlY have been the case if the adoption of the latter at a lower 
cost had been considered advisable. Moreover, we are assured that during heavy rains or hmh 
winds wireless is generally useless, and as the West Indies are subject to both, your Lordship

6. We venture, therefore, to hope that your Lordship will again give the Report of 
¿“dTo/bV9^ most,e?rnest consideration. Your Lordship will, we believe do^s the 
Wettlnd^ m making these representations to you, we have only the welfare of the
A est Indies, in which our members have so large an interest at stake at heart and thaf *11 
therefore, be pleased to allow the West India Committee Y ’
further negotiations which may be undertaken with a viX t^me^ 

^shipou^s  ̂ out to your

-nt - we migh^^

on some basis of guarantee. c” might be possible to establish new cables
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Trusting that your Lordship will be pleased to give this matter your earnest consideration, 

We have the honour to be, &c.,
Nevile Lubbock, Chairman.

„ Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary.
effort th ab°V? ^7 aAeply has bÇen received from Lord Elgin, dated November 26th to the
Hnn h h th q^StlOn °J fable communication with the British West Indies is now under considéra- 
subies a CInmthis ~ t Pendln®,their fin.al recommendations, he can make no statement on the 
subject. In this connection it may be mentioned that the Demerara-Trinidad Cable which was 
interrupted on November 18th, was restored on November 27th. ’

THE ECONOMICS OF THE BOUNTY QUESTION.
. . , the discussions which arise regarding the Sugar Question, it is well that the principles for 

the West Indies have contended should not be allowed to be obscured by side issues.
1 he following letter addressed by Mr. Wallwyn P. B. Shepheard to Sir Stafford Northcote, the 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, on June 27th, 1878, on behalf and by request of a deputation 
of sugar operatives, summarizes in a striking manner the economic principles which Mr. Shepheard, 
as Honorary Adviser on Economic and Treaty points to the Workmen’s Association, formulated and 
on which the subsequent agitation was conducted. After considerable discussion the Trade Unions 
adopted in 1888 absolute prohibition instead of countervailing duties as the penal sanction. After 
referring to the proposed deputation of sugar refining operatives which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had agreed to receive, Mr. Shepheard wrote :—

Being materially interested in our tropical sugar cultivation, I have for many years had my attention directed 
to this question. I crave, therefore, your kind consideration of a few points I would most respectfully urge in 
favour of a countervailing duty, which I would remind you, Sir, was the remedy provided by the Sugar 
Convention of 1864.

You, Sir, must, I am afraid, admit that diplomacy has failed to redress the grievance. Hence fiscal action 
demands attention ; because it can hardly be conceded, as consistent with sound commercial policy, that our 
free-trade industries are to be diverted by aggressive foreign protection from their natural sphere of operation 
in this country.

A fundamental and unassailable principle of free trade demands that natural advantages of soil, situation, 
climate, and industrial skill should govern production and distribution, and should form the basis of all 
competition, thereby reducing cost of production to a minimum, and, by free competition, securing to the 
consumer the full benefit of such natural advantages.

I ought to apologise for reminding you, Sir, of such a trite economic truth. But there are those who ignore 
this principle which vindicates free trade, and, when our sugar industry, in reliance on it, asks for redress 
against State subsidies to rival producers, view their just appeal with suspicion and contempt as a demand 
for protection.

The export bounties, which check the harmonious working of our sugar industry on free-trade principles, flow 
from the treasuries of foreign States. As the bounty enters our market it compels its equivalent from the English 
free-trader as the condition of his competition.

Impose a countervailing duty, and the bounty is intercepted for the revenue. The consumer loses what he was 
not entitled to, and the taxpayer gains. Probably the bounty is stopped.

This is free trade, with free competition on the basis of natural advantages.
On the other hand let the bounty operate on our markets; the consumer pockets it so long as the English 

producer can maintain the competition by providing the equivalent. This equivalent of the foreign subsidy 
operates as a tax on his profits, already adjusted to a minimum by free-trade competition. Consequently our free- 
trade producers are gradually supplanted in their own markets by foreign protectionists.

This surely is not free trade.
It is interesting to note that one of the most eminent of modern Economists, F. W. 'laussig, 

Professor of Political Economy at Harvard University, in referring to the Brussels Sugar Convention 
Act of the Imperial Parliament and the opposition to its passing, wrote in the Quarterly Journal of 
Economics (Boston, U.S.A., 1904), of which he is the editor:

The situation was so exceptional that even a convinced free-trader might accede to this drastic mode of ending it 
The bounty system was certainly a greater violation of the principle of free-trade than the prohibition, or taxation, of 

bounty-fed imports.

THE MAIL QUESTION.
Many complaints continue to be received from the Northern Islands regarding the ^quacy 

of the mail arrangements—a subject to which frequent reference has been made in the West India 
Committee Circular-^ it is generally recognised that nothing short of a second mtercolomal steamer 
can meet the case, and thus give satisfaction. It may be convenient to recall that the present agree­
ment between the Crown Agents and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company provides for a fortnightly 

, . u Vincent Grenada and British Guiana, and for a four-weekly serviceservice between Barbados, St. Vincent, orenaud * . ’ ^rriedbetween Barbados, St. Lucia, Dominica, Montserrat, Antigua, Nevis and St. Kitts. Mails are carried
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between these Colonies free of charge, but the carriage of mails from Barbados to England is paid 
for by the Colonies from which the mails are despatched, as they have been since the termination of 
the general contract. In consideration for this service the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 
receive a subsidy at the rate of ¿"17,500 per annum, of which one-half will be paid by the Imperial 
Government, the other half being divided between the Colonies concerned in accordance with the
following scale :— 

British Guiana... 
Barbados 
Grenada 
St. Vincent

¿3.650
3.200

700
300

St. Lucia ... ... ••• ••• ¿4°°
St. Kitts-Nevis ... ... ••• 200
Dominica ... ... ••• ••• 200
Montserrat ... ... ••• ••• 100

The contributions paid by the several Colonies are approximately based upon the proportion paid by 
them under the former contract. Jamaica and Trinidad have not been called upon to make any 
contribution, since they are not included in the new services, and it has been decided to allot no share 
of the cost to Antigua, since Lord Elgin feels that doing so would be merely to throw a greater burden 
on the Imperial Exchequer through the medium of the deficit grant. In the cases of St. Lucia, 
Dominica, Montserrat, and St. Kitts-Nevis, the proportions payable have been reduced by one-half in 
recognition of the fact that the service to these Colonies is only a four-weekly one. 1 his arrangement 
came into force on August 28th last. It is terminable at three months’ notice on either side, but the 
votes have been passed to cover the period until March 31st, 1907. There are very good grounds for 
believing that after that date an agreement will be arrived at which will prove more generally 
acceptable to the Colonies concerned.

HURRICANE INSURANCE.
The scheme for insurance of buildings and estates in the West Indies against hurricanes and 

earthquakes may now be said to be definitely established, and it is stated that a fair amount of business 
has been done with the majority of the Islands subject to these disturbances. As the scheme owes its 
origin to the energy of Mr. H. Hesketh Bell, the late Administrator of Dominica, it is not surprising 
to learn that it is in that Island that it has been most warmly taken up. Messrs. Henry Head & Co. 
state that their correspondence was interfered with owing to the inadequacy of the mail arrangements, 
and they express themselves confident that the volume of business would have been considerably 
larger but for this. As an instance of it they say that in response to the wishes of planters, an alter­
native rate was obtained for the insurance of cacao and limes involving the payment of claims in full 
in the event of the damage amounting to the fixed sum in the policy, but owing to the delay caused 
by the lack of mail facilities, the new terms did not reach the planters till the hurricane season had 
well begun. The only claim so far lodged has been for five acres of cotton on an estate in St. Kitts, 
which was damaged by the blow of September 1st, and on which the loss was paid according to 
the scale agreed upon, immediately on receipt of reports from the owners and our representatives.

In St. Lucia and St. Vincent no business at all has been done. In Barbados and Antigua there 
has been a steady demand for the insurance of buildings, and in Jamaica we understand that though 
there have been a good many enquiries no actual business has been transacted. Owing to the great diffi­
culty of assessing the damage, there is, we understand, no prospect at present of underwriters taking 
bananas, and everybody’s attention is at the moment turned to this kind of cultivation. It is hoped that 
next year there will be a' large increase of business, and that it will be possible to make a further 
distinction between various types of buildings. Messrs. Head have been endeavouring to obtain 
statistics as to the damage done to the various buildings by hurricanes, but meet with great difficulties 
in getting any reliable information. Considerable objection has been raised in some quarters to the 
insurers requiring the insured to bear a small part of the loss themselves, but Messrs. Henry Head & Co. 
point out that it should be borne in mind that the object of the insurance is to protect those who insure 
against disaster, and by making them bear a certain amount of the loss themselves, a lower rate of 
premium is quoted than would otherwise be required. Should it prove in the future that this rate is too 
high, it may be reduced ; but at present there is no precise information to demonstrate that this is the 
case. Even assuming that buildings of, say ,¿1000 value are insured for fifteen years without any 
cJ aim being made, the insurers will only have received the sum of ¿'150, and they very possibly would 
be called upon at the expiration of the fifteen years to pay at least some ¿500 or ¿‘600. Sooner or 

mKSt -C°me and- heaJy ,claims wiU follow in its train- Tt is useless to compare this 
being ! h business, as m the latter case the premium is based on the probability of there

GERMANY AND THE SUGAR CONVENTION.
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throws some light on the subject. This important paper, which is the leading organ of the German 
sugar industry, dealing with a recent article in the International Sugar Journal, says that for many years 
past it has closely examined the arguments adduced by Mr. Campbell-Bannerman and his friends 
against the Sugar Convention, and has shown how hollow they are. Since then nothing has occurred 
to support the theory of the English opponents to the Convention. On the contrary West Indian 
sugar has steadily gained ground in England, and the British refiners are beginning successfully to 
compete with their Continental rivals not only in England but also abroad. On their part the British 
confectioners have good cause to be satisfied, the imports of sugared products from abroad having 
fallen off, while the export of similar commodies has shown itself to be more prosperous than ever. 
Dealing with the cost of sugar, our contemporary goes on to say that since the Convention, prices, after 
a rise which was unfortunately only temporary to nine marks per quintal, have remained below the 
level of those which prevailed during the period before the Convention. Surely, then, it adds, these 
facts might with good cause be invoked by German sugar manufacturers against the Convention, and it 
goes on to state that the Sugar Journal above referred to, in pretending that it is characteristic that 
German sugar producers, after being clearly opposed to the Convention, are to-day firmly convinced 
of its general utility is not in any way in accord with the opinion which rules in German sugar 
circles, and it reiterates that the German sugar industry has no reason to follow England in 
endeavouring to obtain the extension of the Convention. Our old friend, M. Georges Dureau, in the 
Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, dealing with these statements, considers that they fully confirm his 
interpretation of the attitude of the German sugar industry towards the Convention. Germany, by 
reason of its low cost of production, of its strong position on the world’s market, and of the high 
Customs tariff which would protect its industry in the event of the rupture of the international 
agreement, does not in any way dread that event. In the case of I* rance, adds M. Dureau 
significantly, it is quite another matter.

WEST INDIAN INTERESTS AT WESTMINSTER.

Labour Conditions in San Thome.
Sir Brampton Gurdon on October 28th askedSir Brampton Gurdon on October 28th asked the Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs whether he would lay upon the table of the House a report received from Consul Nightingale, 
as to his recent visit to the Islands of San Thomé and Principé, to inquire into the condition of 
contract labourers recruited for service therein, with other correspondence bearing on the recruitment 
of natives in Angola for that and other service in Portuguese territory ; and whether he will inform 
the House as to action taken or contemplated by His Majesty’s Government with a view to fulfilment 
of international obligations entered upon by the Portuguese Government as regards the suppression 
of slavery and slave trading. Sir Edward Grey’s answer was: A report from Consul Nightingale 
has been received, but it was not written in a form for publication, and it deals only with part of the 
question I may say generally that the conclusion is that the labourers in San Thome and Principe 
are wen treated but h is doubtful whether the provisions for repatriation under the new regulations 
have hitherto teen made effective. This and other information which has been received or is expected

;11 Ka brnncrht to the notice of the Portuguese Government, m the hope that they will take steps 
this ha? been done, and a reply received, I will see whether 

papers can be laid. 

NATURE NOTES.
hint Tn the WISE Paris ereen according to the Maritime Merchant, is a line on which much higher 
HINT TO THt wibt. rans green, nrinrinal ingredient of it, is both scarce and
& -much of this wiu do wel1 

RAM.e^BRe" S°°d StMkr. D. Edwards Radcliffe, XtL^ated^  ̂ "hkh

cultivation is the Hon Secretary plant throughout the Empire. The
has been formed to foster tne g India Committee Rooms.
prospectus of the Association can be seen Philippines, reports that planters
WHY NOT WEST INDIES? Mr. Vice-Consul Kmgcome, of Ce to r toPPtheir estimates, it promises
have been giving considerable th^eitheT tobacco or sugar, quite a large acreage has been planted 
better results in many districts than e t this should develop into an important industry,
with it. Should the experiment prove as an“pa‘ J^rt of an interesting lecture

A CONTEMPORARY. The on “Rubber Vulcanisation,” by Mr. Kelway
delivered at the recent Ceylon Rubbere Cultivation in Ceylon,” an account of
Bamber, a continuation of Mr. ri. vvngi
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“Tobacco Cultivation in Jaffna,” by A. Charavanamuttu,” “Lessons in Alimentary Botany,” by 
Mr. J. C. Wilks, and other matters of great interest.
COMMISSIONERS’TOUR. On his return to the West Indies from Canada the Commissioner of Agriculture 
visited St. Kitts, Nevis, Antigua, Montserrat, Dominica, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent, in each of which 
Islands he conferred regarding agricultural matters with various people concerned. He found the 
prospects of the sugar crop distinctly good, especially in the Northern Islands, and the cotton fields 
were looking extremely well. Even in St. Lucia people were taking a keen interest in agriculture, 
and there were signs of greater attention being devoted to sugar, cacao, and limes, while there is 
prospect of cotton being taken up there on a moderately large scale next year.

THE ACCIDENT TO THE “ORINOCO.”
The following interesting account of the collision between the R.M.S.P. “ Orinoco ” and the 

N.D.L. “Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse,” on November 21st last, has been sent to us by one of the
passengers on
board the former 
vessel. He gives 
a graphic des­
cription of what 
occurred, and 
shows how 
what might have 
been a most 
serious disaster 
was averted by 
the display of 
presence of mind 
in the emer- 
gency:—

Most of the 
passengers of the 
'' Orinoco ’ ’ were 
at dinner, when 
about 7.25 p.m., the 
sudden reversing 
of the engines 
followed by a 
slight shock caused 
an interruption,

The damaged Orinoco.

Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse.

l>7cTon quiterinsufficient to
thA „o/ % J1 -ck was evident that the
the nature of the injuries of either ship could

mind of the 
stewards, particu­
larly of the
steward, Mr. 
pie, who 
emphatic in 
declarations 
there was no 
for alarm.

chief 
Tem- 
were 
their
that 

cause
The

steadiness of the 
stewardesses also 
calls for comment, 
while the persistent 
efforts of the doctor 
to induce passengers 
to keep calm were 
of the greatest ser­
vice, though it must 
be said that he was 
compelled to de­
velop a most artistic 
vein of untruthful­
ness, appearing to 
suggest that contre-

. cause any interruption at dinner. °f th’S kind

not even be seen^hough ^s th^8? Wllhel™ ’ ’ near the starboard bow, but
De seen, though, as the ships parted, the appearance of a large gash
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Xf nmvS T 1 Ship Wh° Were not actually employed^ some duty relating to the
accident, provided themselves with life-belts and awaited developments. Most of the officers'were engaged 

frOm tO the i-P’ and irre^ular and undisciplined attempts were made to lower
** e firemen something which may be described as very much like panic developed in
some parts of the ship. There was an absence of adequate control of most of the boats which would have been grievously 
PyeJad’cia had 11 been necessary to take to them on account of serious injury to the ship. By this time, however 
the lights of small steamers in the immediate neighbourhood of the damaged ships tended to restore confidence.

Two boats were lowered, one of which contained some ladies, one or two male passengers and some of the ship’s 
crew ; in lowering one of the boats a lady was thrown into the sea but was quickly rescued. Other boats were prepared 
for lowering, or partially lowered, but the work was not done in a reassuring manner. Of two boys, belonging to the 
ship’s crew, who jumped over-board, one was recovered, but the other was drowned. Two other members of the crew also 
appear to have been drowned.

After a short period of suspense word was passed round that the ship had received no damage below her water-line 
and that there was no danger ; upon this the excitement soon subsided, and all were engaged in comparing notes and 
congratulating one another on their fortunate escape. The band resumed playing with commendable vigour, and fears 
rapidly subsided. In a short time the “ Orinoco ” was moored to a buoy inside the harbour, while the tender " Seine ” 
was alongside to establish communication with the shore, when numberless telegrams and letters were hurriedly despatched.

It will be difficult for laymen to form a correct opinion as to the cause of the disaster, for the question of the rule of 
the road is intricate ; it is, however, complained of in some quarters that large steamers such as the “ Kaiser Wilhelm ” 
assume an aggressive attitude, and trusting to their might and speed terrorise smaller and slower craft. In this particular 
instance the “ Kaiser Wilhelm,” coming out of the harbour, appears to have attempted to cross the bows of the 
approaching “ Orinoco,” and failed.

The ‘ ‘ Kaiser Wilhelm ” was struck on the starboard side by the "Orinoco’s” bowsprit about 20 feet from the 
stern, which it did not penetrate, appearing to have broken off. This forward movement of the " Kaiser Wilhelm ” caused 
the force of the impact to be felt further and further astern, and the stem of the " Orinoco ” crashed through the side of 
the “ Kaiser Wilhelm,” smashing a roughly triangular hole about 35 feet long and 15 feet high, this fortunately did not 
reach to the water line. The clipper stem of the “ Orinoco ” undoubtedly greatly minimised the gravity of the collision, 
for the force of the blow was expended high above the water, so that neither vessel was damaged below the water-line. 
The bows of the " Orinoco ” are completely smashed in their upper part, but the stern itself appears to have sustained 
little damage.

The passengers remained on board the " Orinoco ” until Friday, when they went ashore, and having been provided 
with luncheon by the R.M.S.P. Co. at the Hotel d’ Angleterre, about 3 p.m. went on board the S.S. " Lydia ” which had 
been chartered to transfer them to Southampton.

Even this voyage was not uneventful, for some delay was caused by fog, so that it became necessary to anchor for 
some time off the Needles, and later in going up the Solent the fog again thickened, so that the " Lydia” missed the 
channel, and was, for a time, fast on the mud. On arriving at Southampton the passengers were met by the officers of 
the Royal Mail Company who showed them every attention and provided them with accommodation at the London and 
South Western Hotel, pending the completion of arrangements for their sailing.

Our illustrations of the damaged ships are from photographs by M. Bissonnier, of Cherbourg, 
which were kindly lent to us by the Editor of the Daily Graphic.

COLONIAL REPORTS.
The Agricultural future of St. Lucia.

The removal of the troops had rather a serious effect on the revenue of St. Lucia for 1905-6; 
but Mr. P. C. Cork, the Administrator, in his report on the Blue Book of the Colony is able to show 
that the year was a good one for trade as the business of coaling was very brisk, and the general 
exports were in excess of those for many years past. The following table shows the revenue and 
expenditure and the imports and exports of the Colony for the past five years.

r 1 Pvnnrtc

Year.

I901-2 
1902-3 
1903-4 
1904-5 
1905-6

Revenue.

¿67,365 
72T93* 
66,008 
69,273t 
61,877

Expenditure. 

¿67.486 
69,408 
70,691 
65,508 
62,521

/121 
2,785 
4-683 
3,764 
3,765

Deficit.
Surplus.
Deficit. 
Surplus. 
Deficit.

Imports. 

¿382,652 
326,324 
351,086 
370,706 
285,987

General. 
¿77,871 

73,458 
105,983 
101,449 
109,028

Exports.
’ Bunker Coal.

^110,196 
84.295 
63,506 
70,581 

102,626

Total.

/‘i88,o67 
157,753 
169,489 
172,030 
211,654

for Agriculture and theof the Imperial Grantincluded certain sums paid out . x
and taking these into consideration the excess of expenditure over revenue 

amounted to ¿100 only. The surplus at April ist, 1905, was ¿23,189 5s. 3^, and although the 
expenditure was as shown above, slightly in excess of the revenue, it had been augmented by 
accretions of interest to ¿23,314 10s. 3d. on March 31st, 1906. To this should be added a sum of 
¿> 009 I2S 5d. set aside as a fire insurance fund on public buildings. Sugar and cacao continued to 
be ’the principal products grown for exportation and native food stuffs foi: locaj c°fnS^ 
quantity of cacao exported was larger than in any previous year, being 9,468 bags of 200 lbs., valued

* Including Imperial Grant of ¿3,000 in aid of the sugar industry.
f Including refund by Imperial Government of ¿3.085 12s. 3d., being the cost of coal shed-

The expenditure 
Reclaimed Lands fund,
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at ^38,041, as against 6,679 bags, valued at ^29,008 in 1904. 1 he evidence seems to point to a
moderate but steady increase of the area under cultivation in recent years, and it is the most hopeful 
sign for the future prosperity of the Island which I have observed. Many of the plots have, however, 
a neglected appearance, indicating a want of proper cultivation and pruning, and the reports of the 
Agricultural Instructor show that in cases where the Department of Agriculture has taken over 
patches of cacao in bad order for experimental purposes and devoted proper attention to them, the 
yield speedily increased and satisfactory returns were obtained. If the people could be induced to 
assimilate the lessons taught by these experiments, the exports would probably be doubled in two or 
three years. The community, however, appears to be intensely conservative and somewhat suspicious 
of suggestions, and it may take some time to convince them generally of the truth of the results 
established by the experiments conducted under the direction of the Imperial Commissioner of 
Agriculture. A series of meetings was arranged, at which lectures were to be delivered, and 
Mr. Cork hoped that an endeavour would be made to arouse greater interest in the subject, so that all 
persons engaged in the cultivation of the soil might have impressed upon them the material benefit to be 
derived from an intelligent application of the teachings of experience to the cultivation and preparation 
of their crops. The Agricultural Instructor, Mr. G. S. Hudson, is quoted as saying, in connection 
with cacao, that the comparatively low average return of 307 lbs. per acre is due here, as elsewhere, 
to neglect of cultivation on the part of the uneducated peasant proprietors, who as a class probably 
do not obtain more than 2 cwt. per acre, while the more intelligent planter may get an average of 5 to 
6 cwt. The latter yield is distinctly good as an average over a large area, though it is not unusual for 
certain favoured cacao spots to yield 12 cwt. or more. The experiments with rubber were continued, 
and nine Central American rubber trees (Castilloa elastica) of various sizes, growing at the station, were 
tapped in August, September, and November; also a number growing in the cacao fields at the 
Errard estate. Samples of the prepared rubber were submitted to experts in London for valuation 
and report. The best samples in biscuit form were valued at 5s. per lb., a second quality not 
sufficiently dried at 4s. 6d., and the scrap was classed as “good black ” and valued at 3s. pd. per lb. 
Mr. Moore, the agricultural superintendent who conducted the operations, states that as the result of 
the experiments it is estimated that well-grown trees of about twelve years of age will yield 2 lbs. of 
cured rubber per tree. Mr. Cork reviews in an interesting manner the policy adopted in the 
past with regard to the development of the Island, referring to the Cui de Sac Factory, East Indian 
emigration and the making of roads. In his general remarks Mr. Cork expresses doubt as to 
whether the downward tendency in the imports due to the withdrawal of the troops, has as 
yet been arrested. The Colony has suddenly been thrown on its own resources by the discontinuance 
of large annual Imperial expenditure, and the income of the people had pro tanto been decreased.

CONSULAR REPORTS.
Sugar and “Guayule” in Mexico.

The export trade in sugar from Mexico has practically ceased to exist. Last year the amount 
exported rose from ^259,418 in the previous year to ^57!,745, and as already pointed out, 85% of this 
found its way to the United Kingdom. In 1905-6, however, the price of sugar on the British market 
was so low that it did not pay the growers in Mexico to export it to the United Kingdom, the conse­
quence being the almost entire cessation of the exports of this commodity. The product of the guayule 
tree figures for the first time among the exports. It appears to be a form of cactus extract used in 
considerable quantities for mixture with rubber. An export tax was imposed on it in the Budget Bill, 
1906-7, and it is expected that with the enormous demand for rubber throughout the world the 
production of guayule will have considerable development.

United States and the Philippines.
... For Tth® fijst time since their occupation by the United States the value of the exports from the 

SRplne “ I9°5.exceeded that of the imports into the Islands, the surplus amounting to
b ° lnCreaSe ‘n value and quantity of the four leading exports—hemp, sugar, copra 

and leaf tobacco—was the principal factor in this result. Hemp to the value of £4 331 460 was 
exported during 1905, an increase of ¿142,634 over that of the previous year. Raw sugar valued 

t C’Ab^4’ aiD ln™-°f ¿396,827 over that of 1904, was exported. THs increase is 
attributable largely to the rise in price of sugar, the excess in weight being only 21 000 tons 
Leaf tobacco shows an increase of upwards of 1,000,000 lbs. in weight and Ac Jr lo Ab » thé 
amount for 1905 being ¿273,482 as compared with ¿"197,904 for the previous AaAA'A » noét m 
Spain was valued at ¿"173,350, and to Austria-Hungary ¿77 29 3 A flight fII H A ff b ‘ A 
the cigar trade, the value being ¿"178,5x2 as compared with ¿"20T,x79 foAgoJ g ”
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THE HOMEWARD MAILS.

The R.M.S. “ Port Henderson ” left Kingston, Jamaica, on November 8th and arrived at 
Avonmouth on November 21st. Among the passengers by the R.M.S.P. Co.’s S.S. “Tagus,” which 
left Barbados at midnight on Tuesday, November 13th, and reached Southampton at 9 a.m. on 
Monday, November 26th, were Mr. T. W. Wilkinson, who has acted on several occasions as our Hon. 
Correspondent in Barbados, Mrs. Wilkinson, and Mr. F. Nunez Martinez. We extract the following 
notes from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents :—

The Worm in Antigua.
Writing on November 8th, the Hon. A. St. G. Spooner said that the feature of the present 

cotton crop was the epidemic of cotton worms which had visited every estate on which cotton had been 
planted, resulting, in many instances, in serious loss in spite of the liberal and rapid application of Paris 
Green. On most places it was impossible to dust the whole area affected with Paris Green in time 
to save the plants. A visitation of this kind would make planters careful in future about putting in a 
larger area in cotton than they could deal with in an emergency of this kind. The cane crop was 
coming on well, the weather being hot and windless, with frequent showers. A continuance of this 
weather would bring about a good crop.

On Saturday, November 3rd, Mr. Thomas Foote, Jun., son of the Hon. J. F. Foote, of 
“ Gambles,” and grandson of their venerable planter, the Hon. T. D. Foote, was married to Miss 
Baynes, daughter of the late Mr. Thomas Baynes, Puisne Judge of Trinidad.

Still dry in Barbados.
In his letter dated November nth, the Hon. Forster M. Alleyne recorded with regret that they 

had had no rain whatever since October 16th, and the check was almost as bad as that from 
September 1st to 23rd. At first, the sunshine after the heavy rains was distinctly beneficial to the 
canes, but the past ten days’ sun had tried them terribly, and if the rest of the month should be dry 
the effect would be disastrous.* It was curious how frequently of late years a dry November, which 
formerly used to be their wettest month, had wrecked all their hopes of a fine crop. Here and there 
a few estates had had light showers, but there were many which could not show a fraction of an inch 
for the fortnight. Arrows were covering the fields, and the yams and eddoes were almost ruined. 
The cotton had suffered least of anything, and good pickings had been made on many fields. In a 
postscript added on November 12th, he stated that some light showers were falling, with 

C PP ' Sir Daniel Morris returned from his extended tour through the Islands on November 9th, and 
was warmly welcomed. The Governor gave his usual official dinner on the King s birthday, and in 
the morning reviewed the new-formed Yeomany and the local forces on the Savannah The same day 
was kept as “ Arbor Day.” The Botanic Department had made provision for a liberal supply of 
young trees, and advantage was taken of them to plant many , vacant places and around schools 
especially, with the intention of making the children take an Merest mtheir culture and growth.

The Legislature was to meet again on the 13th, the day the mail left. _ there had been a great 
mortality among infants and children from dysentery. The trade winds were blowing, and 

it was beautifully cool. Quiana.

• r Mr I C McCowan, who wrote on November 9th, that the writs for the
'«»7 »«■” a »”d —-

Except in one or two instances every seat was going to be contest d
There had been a fortnight of mtensely ho and dry^ weaker, t^^ 

expectations formed as to a heavy now an improvement in this, a good deal
“ b^o^S Wl- Th"" w b“ 1 ““ ’

* 25“'”,h’ “a w‘"ini

s " *• “ — ““ •“ *•

X“"X“«.. _ b.«—■ ■—»- •“*- - - - -—«•—>

throughout the Island.”



592 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. Dec. 4th, 1906

Strong opinions were expressed against more of the work of the Colony going into the hands of 
the Crown Agents than could be possibly helped.

Mr. T. Sidney Hargreaves, Secretary of the Institute of Mines and Forests, has forwarded to 
us the return of the gold, forest, and mining exports from British Guiana for October, with 
which, for the purpose of comparison, we give those for September :—

Discrimination with limes in Dominica.

Gold......................................
October, 1906. September, 1906.

...................................... 11,500 ........................... 11,806 ozs.
Diamonds ... 80 810 carats
Timber, Greenheart, &c. ... ...................................... 1,137 ........................... 861 cub ft
Lumber 2,126 4,966 ft.
Charcoal ...................................... 5,599 ........................... 4,871 bags
Shingles 246,000 164,050
Wallaba and hardward posts 231 80
Woods, Firewood.............. ...................................... 573 ........................... 280 tons
Gums, locust, &c. ... ...................................... 2,059 ........................... 345 lbs.
Balata
Rubber

190,097 
...................................... 214 ...........................

169,738 lbs. 
lbs.

Mr. E. A. Agar expressed the opinion, in his letter of November 15th, that the article in the West 
India Committee Circular, No 211, regarding the present working of the mail service, was strong, but not 
too strong ; Dominica now depended on some stray steamer from Barbados to bring on the letters from 
home in time to catch the return mail. There would be complaints as to the smallness of some of the 
limes shipped to England until the trade was sufficiently assured for the various marks to be distinguished. 
It was useless trying to persuade the small growers and buyers to take the slightest care in shipping 
or buying; they would eventually lose enough to make them stop, but until then it was to be feared 
that immature and damaged fruit would continue to arrive in London. Sir Daniel Morris gave a most 
interesting address to a public meeting on October 30th. The most important statements he made 
were with regard to the continuance of the Imperial Department of Agriculture for a further five 
years, though on a reduced grant, and the strong sentiment he had observed in Canada to enter into 
closer comrnercial relations with the West Indies, and Sir Daniel urged them to pay great attention to 
sending produce to the various exhibitions in the Dominion. The Treasury returns to August 31st 
showed a substantial increase in the revenue, with but a slight increase in expenditure. The^ weather 
for the past fortnight had been extraordinarily dry.

Rains in Jamaica.
Continuous rains had been falling throughout the Island, which it was hoped would not continue 

as some fine weather was needed. November 8th, when Mr. Ashenheim wrote, opened fine i 
with a higher barometer. Up to the moment, he did not think any great damage had 
except possibly some damage to the coffee crop in Manchester.

1 Kingston, 
been done,

Cotton in Montserrat.
. u °n 29*. Mr. Conrad Watson stated that the weather for the past week had
bv?t h°Coitonry’ ®elds’ were suffering from an excess of moisture Jiad benefited
by a’ C?.“ I. belnS Plcked from fields which were planted early, and the lint seemed to be of
good quality. The cotton expert Mr. Thornton, arrived at the Island on October 28th, and Sir 

ame Morns was expected on the 31st. There had been a general but mild attack of the cotton
worm, but the usual remedies had prevented any damage. It was to be regretted that hnX 
the stud-horse of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, died at Montserrat on October 22nd.

A cotton instructor in Nevis.
a tended to^ards^rv ” C’ statedthat ^t advices the weather had had .
a tendency towards dry, and ram was required, especially in those districts where the first planting 
of c°tton was affected adversely by the exceptionally heavy rains of September The cotton worm 
had been very troublesome, but was being battled with bv aonlicatmns of pC r “5 TT 
small growers were using with more persistence and confid^ncethan heretoforJ “4
as a whole, the crops looked far more promisine now till fill f? heretofore. Taking the Island 
Morris had made arrangements with a Mr. Mofoney to come down to Nevi onTheTm S^Eden“’ 
cha^n^ T ‘°

of knowledge made them a danger, not onlv to themselv^ hn? ? ,?heir crQde methods and want 
In a^ubsequent letter torn Mr. Shan^daS immediate neighbours.

been excessively hot and dry during the oast week and r^b weat^er was reported to have

. Favourable weather in St. Kitts.
Since last adv.ces the weather had on the whole been favourable to growth, though more rain
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would have been welcome on most places ; the cane crop, however, looked promising when Mr. A. D. C. 
Adamson wrote on November 2nd. Brighton estate had had 4.81 ins. of rain for October, as against 
an average of 7.61 ins. for the last ten years. The cotton crop was coming in pretty generally. Since 
last writing, a good many places had had a lot of bother with caterpillars.

Agriculture in St. Lucia.
We have received a letter from Mr. Sydney D. Melville, dated November 12th, in which he 

states that the Hon. E. DuBoulay has now returned to the Island. Sir Daniel Morris spent several 
days in St. Lucia, and addressed a public meeting on general agricultural topics, speaking also on the 
growing importance of Canada as a market for West Indian produce, strongly urging that endeavours 
be made to take advantage of it. Now that the military expenditure had ceased, it was to be hoped 
that greater attention would be paid to cultivating the soil, and there appeared a tendency in this 
direction.

A spell of dry weather has been experienced, and some rain was wanted. The canes were 
promising, but in some districts the cacao trees showed signs of disease, and an officer, the entomolo­
gist, from the Imperial Department had just arrived to investigate it.

Writing on November 10th, Mr. George S. Hudson said that the fine and dry weather during 
the past fortnight had benefited most crops, but canes were arrowing so freely as to materially reduce 

crop prospects.
Sir Daniel Morris arrived in St. Lucia on November 4th, and remained four days, holding a 

public meeting on the 7th, when in announcing the continuation of the Imperial Department of Agri­
culture for a further five years he strongly advocated commercial co-operation between the West Indies 
and Canada. He also dwelt on the importance of good agricultural methods in St. Lucia, this Colony 
being now largely dependent on her exports since the withdrawal of the troops. The meeting was a 
successful and well attended one. Sir Daniel also visited the Roseau Valley district, meeting several 
planters there whose cacao trees were attacked by disease, and inspecting the affected area. 1 he 
trouble was pronounced by him to be largely due to an attack of “ thnps defoliating the cacao trees 
and the entomologist of the Department was immediately cabled for to deal with the outbreak. At a 
meeting of the Experiment Committee of the St. Lucia Agricultural Society Sir Darnel'advocated for 
sugar planters the trial of the seedling cane D 625 for heavy clay ?°ils, plants of which P”d 
to suddIv The reports on B 208, introduced last year into St. Lucia by the Agricultural Department, 
were highly satisfactory. He was pleased to see lime planting was now being™nously “f

St. Lucia, and recommended a large extension of this cultivation.
Castilloa rubber as shade in cacao plantations, Sir Daniel promised, after taking evidence 
subject in the other Islands, to give the Society a definite opinion shortly.

St. Vincent Arrowroot.
Moccrc D K Porter and Co. wrote on November 12th, cotton picking and arrowroot 

digging were pretty general'throughout the Island, but ^ThTweXr was

shopkeepers that their sales did not respondIto. e ding to Mr. W. N. Sands, a few showers
all that could be desired for reaping purposes, although, according being dug on most estates, 
would help arrowroot reaping operations. Arr°^- • wen anj ginning would be started in a 
Mr. Sands went on to say that the cotton crop^was coming m wel^and^ p
few days. From June to October no less than 7 34 had stood this rainfail very well
Station—an average of 14*47 inches per mont . acclimatized. The general character
considering, showing that the plants were ge g& quality, and no deterioration was noticed 
of samples of lint examined lately appeare b Tmneria.1 Department of Agriculture were
where the best seed had been sown The officers Sir Daniel Morris
selecting special plants for seed on four estates Honourable Darnell Davis, of Demerara, also 
called at the Island on his way to Barbados, and the H. bl to the Leeward District on
paid a short visit. The Administrator a “lands7 &c. His visits to outlying districts were much 
a tour of inspection of roads, Crown »
appreciated. Crop Prospects in Trinidad. Fenwick>s last letter had

The excessive heat and drought repor e in ;t had hel d on the arrowing of the canes 
continued during the fornight to date, N°vei voun<r canes. PCacao planters were beginning to 
for coming crop, but had been felt severely by the yo n ca fruit change of leaf was
fear that it would be the means of causing 1further dam t y „ however! were again
now over and they had lost about 5« % <>« th“r The first pods of new crop cacao
flowering, and given fair weather should take on fr t mOnth hoped t0 see these
should be picked during the current week, and towards the enu
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pickings offering for sale in Trinidad. Deliveries were still very small, and prices continued to 
advance. With no arrivals from Venezuela, the Trinidad market remained entirely bare of 
these descriptions.

Shipments.
Total at last report ... ... ... ... 128,407 Trinidad. 31,084 Venezuela.
Oct. 29th.—S.S.

,, 31st.—S.S.
,, 31st.—S.S.

‘ ‘ Orinoco ” 
" Canada " 
“ Mara vai ”

16 ,,
................ 38
............... 960

250
191

Europe.

New York.
Nov. ist.—S.S. “ Prins Willem III. ’................ 99 9 Europe.

,, 6th.—S.S. ‘ ‘ Schaumberg ’ ’ 200 ,,
,, 7th.—S.S. ‘ ' Orinoco ” ................ 5 — Canada.
„ 7th.—S.S. “ La Plata ” 50 San Francisco.

Totals to date 129,725 31.584

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.
To popularise the West Indies.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
Sir,—I am happy to record the unabated interest that is being taken in the photographs obtained last February and 

March during my visit to the West Indies. Looking up the records, I find since I started exhibiting them on my return 
that over 200,000 people have been to see them in London and other towns, and the enthusiasm and applause with which 
they have been received conclusively show that these Colonies have got a hold on the British public, not only through 
their historical association but the beauties of their surroundings. The result of my first visit has spelt success in 
popularising the Colony; what the result of my second visit, on a more ambitious scale, will be is mainly dependent on the 
facilities given me. I still feel that I have as yet done imperfect justice to these Colonies which deserve so much attention 
as I am confident that the West Indies, if better known to us at home, would be far more appreciated and visited for 
health and pleasure during our dull and dreary winter, and I trust my efforts to acquaint those who know so little about 
them with our lovely Colonies, will assist in creating a desire to pay them a personal visit.

I am, &c.,
Alfred J. West.

[We are glad to learn that Mr. West’s delightful entertainment has been so well patronised, 
and to be able to make the announcement that arrangements have now been made for Mr West 
to leave Southampton on January 2nd, 1907, in the R.M.S.P. “ Thames,” and that on this occa­
sion he hopes to visit not only all the British Islands, but also British Guiana. Mr. West has been 
furnished with letters of introduction by the West India Committee, under whose auspices the present 
entertainment is being held, and we hope that our readers in the West Indies will do all they can to 
assist Mr. West and make his tour a pleasant as well as a useful one.—Ed.]

OUR LIBRARY.
We shall be glad to receive copies of publications regarding the West Indies, and photographs of scenery 

or of local events of topical interest for our Library. & r J j
We have to acknowledge receipt of the Blue books of British Guiana and St. Lucia for the year iqos-6 the Cevlon 

SxHssue directory for 1906-7, and the Keeper's Book by P. J. Mackie. A review of the latter will Appear in iur 

, Sugar Machinery. Vacuum Pans. We have received from the Mirrlees Watson Comnanv r tH a nomnW.f

1 Adam & Charles Black, x9o6. To intending 
January last with the object of studying the flora and faura ofPthe T Y ^Shful‘ The author visited Dominica in
Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce,^f obtaining as mu^ \nd’ at su^?tion of the Chairman of the
British settlers. Mr. Grieve made ¿ood use of Ss“ could[regarding the Island as a field for
IbinRhrtlm? V hlS dlsP°sal than anyone who had previously visited the Islam?11”™^ that.he had seen more of
the Boiling Lake, and made a close study of the climate the life and th« a d' explored the primeval forest, visited 
of his enquiries are given concisely and in an interesting’manner’ Mr Criete°^ ^ndustries of the Island, and the result 
reliable survey of the Island in recent years - but with the aiH . e dePLres the fact that there has been no
succeeded in bringing the best available7 map into conformitv with by the Colonial engineers he has
^pld- tlF16 b°°k is wel1 inustrated by seventeen half-tone illustration4 d7e '’J”?6“18, which have recently been very 
Frank H. Rowntree, and Mr. Samuel H. Davies and in an anS reproduced from photographs by the author, Mr. 

tariff of imPort duties, are given t^ r^ardinS the acquisition of land
th/ Wh°Se bibli°graPhy is scanty, such as Tobago Z Lut L Mr' GntVe wiH Pa^ a visit to other of 

capabfe of rmmense development. mZGrieve'* boo^^^ D“'
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NOTES OF INTEREST.
tke ^sen^sslie °f the West India Committee Circular should reach the West 

Cl 7/^ f j takes this opportunity of wishing his readers in the Colonies li A Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. J
* “CALL . ?r; W. J- von Winckler of the British Guiana Medical Service, was called to the
Ear as a Member of the Inner Temple on November 19th.
RESIGNATION. gjr Montague Ommanney is about to resign the Permanent Under-Secretaryship of
State tor the Colonies, after being associated with the Colonial Office for thirty years.
IMPERIAL GUESTS. Phe British Empire League is raising a fund for the entertainment of the delegates 
to the approaching Colonial Conference, as it did in 1897 when the Prime Ministers came for the 
Diamond Jubilee, and again in 1902 when they came for the Coronation.
A JAMAICA “CENTRAL." Serge Island Estate and Garbrand Hall, in St. Thomas-in-the-East, Jamaica, have 
been acquired for the purposes of a Central Factory by a Canadian Syndicate. The machinery at Serge 
Island is quite modern and up-to-date, and adequate to take off the canes of the two estates.
COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended November 29th, 23 bales of West Indian cotton were 
imported into the United Kingdom. Good medium is quoted in Liverpool 6.83d. per lb.; West 
Indian Sea Island, good medium, i6^d. per lb. ; medium fine, iy^d. per lb.; fine, igd. per lb.; and 
extra fine, 2pd. per lb. Prices paid ¿Jd. to 22d.
SIR ALFRED S TOUR. Although the visit of the representatives of the British Cotton Growers’ Associa­
tion to the West Indian Cotton Islands will not take place, Sir Alfred Jones and his party are leaving 
for Jamaica by the “ Port Kingston ” on December 29th, calling at Barbados to pick up the delegates 
to the annual Agricultural Conference to be held in the former Island in the middle of January.
DR. GRIEVE'S DEATH. It is with regret that we have to record the death of Dr. Robert Grieve, C.M.G., 
late Surgeon-General of British Guiana, which was announced on the 21st ult. Dr. Grieve, who at 
the time of his death was sixty-seven years of age, retired in 1894. He first went out to British Guiana 
in 1875 as Medical Superintendent of the Berbice Public Lunatic Asylum.
WEST INDIAN CLUB. The Hon. Arthur C. Ponsonby presided at the fortnightly dinner of the West 
Indian Club on Nov. 28th. Among those present were Sir Thomas Crossley Rayner, K.C., Attorney- 
General of British Guiana, Mr. Neil R. McKinnon, K.C., Professor J. B. Harrison, C.M.G., 
Mr. Arthur a’Beckett, Mr. W. A. M. Goode, Mr. F. J. Morris, Mr. G. H. H. Pile, Mr. F. Shelford, 
and Mr. Charles Wilson.
TRUSTS & CONFERENCES. Mr. Owen Cosby Philipps, M.P., Chairman of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., 
and, as an organ of his party naively describes him, “ One of three tall brothers who are the admira­
tion of members and visitors at Westminster,” has been appointed a member of the Committee which 
is to enquire into Shipping Trusts and Conferences, and their effect upon the trade of Great Britain 
and our Colonies.
BON VOYAGE. Among the passengers by the R.M.S.P. “ Tagus ” leaving to-morrow, are the Hon.
W. Peter of St. Lucia, who has been a frequent visitor to the West India Committee Rooms, and 
Mrs. Peter ; also Mr. W. Ashley Bovell and Mrs. Bovell, and Mr. F. J. Morris, formerly of Peter’s Hall in 
Demerara, who is taking over the management of “Forres Park” in 'Trinidad. The Hon. W. S. 
Robertson and Mrs. Robertson sail in the “ Atrato ” on December 19th, as well as Lieut.-Col. and 
Mrs. Kaye, who are returning to Barbados.
“BLUED” SUGAR. The United States Pure Food Commission is now making trouble for the United 
States sugar refiners. The commission has decreed that no mineral blueing substance shall be used in 
bleaching sugar, and if this decree is carried out, granulated and other sugars produced in the States 
will hereafter have a distinctly yellowish tinge. Sugar chemists say they use four pounds of mineral 
blueing to every million pounds of sugar, and instead of this being adulteration, it is merely purification 
by a thoroughly healthful process. .
MEMORIAL TO MR. HOGG. In our next issue we hope to give an illustration of the very beautiful statue 
erected at the head of Langham Place to the memory of Mr. Quintin Hogg, the founder of 
the Polytechnic. It will be remembered that Mr. Quintin Hogg was Deputy-Chairman of the 
West India Committee, a position which he resigned in May 1898, owing to his severing his 
connection with estates in British Guiana after many years’ valuable service to the Committee. The 
statue was unveiled by the Duke of Argyll.
YELLOW FEVER. A telegram has been received from the expedition of the Liverpool School of 
Tropical Medicine, which has been in Brazil since the beginning of >905, with the object of making 
research into yellow fever. It states that the expedition has just been successful in proving that 
chimpanzees can be infected with yellow fever by means of the Sttgomyw 7°s<jl“t°: Bot^the
will be of the highest importance to those carrying out investigations into the disease. Both the 
doctors of the expedition contracted yellow fever themselves m the earlier stages of their invest „at
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A MEDAL FOR WIPA. The West Indies were represented at the seventeenth Food and Cookery Exhibi­
tion at Westminster last week by the T. K. Bellis Turtle Co., Ltd., and Mr. John Lusty, who, both 
hors concours, having previously won the highest award, displayed every kind of turtle product, and the 
West Indian Produce Association, who showed a large variety of West Indian produce, for which 
they were awarded the Gold Medal. The Exhibition, which was extremely well-attended, was opened 
by the Duchess of Albany, and the jury included such eminent culinary experts as the King’s and 
Prince of Wales’ chefs.
PLANTERS AND PUPILS. Being constantly asked for the names of planters willing to receive pupils or 
visitors on their estates for a small premium or weekly payment, it has been decided to insert adver­
tisements from such planters for the nominal sum of 10s. per annum in a special column which will 
be provided for this purpose. It is believed that this will be the means of placing intending settiers 
into communication with the planters in the West Indies, and will prove of mutual advantage, and 
from the number of enquiries which have been received, there is no doubt whatever that this arrange­
ment will prove advantageous if generally supported and taken up.
A BIRTHDAY HONOUR. In the list of birthday honours given in our last issue, there should have been 
included the name of Mr. William Hyndman Jones, Chief-Justice of the Straits Settlements, upon 
whom a knighthood has been conferred. Sir W. H. Jones, as he now becomes, is the only son of the 
late Mr. William Henry Jones, who was for many years with Mr. Elliot G. Louis and the late 
Mr. Allan Belfield, one of the representatives in Barbados of Messrs. Thomas Daniel & Co., and for 
several years a prominent member of the House of Assembly of that Island. The new Knight has held 
many official appointments in Barbados, St. Lucia, Tobago and Jamaica.
NEW COTTON SILK. A growing industry on the Continent is the manufacture of imitation silk from 
cotton. The cotton is treated with sulphuric acid, as in the manufacture of gun-cotton, and by a 
secret process the latter is spun into a silky fibre which can only be distinguished by chemical means 
rom the real article. Any fabric made of silk is closely imitated in this, and not only is the wear 

excellent, but the articles can be washed without detriment. The inflammability which prevented 
the adoption of the industry in this country has now been got over by a special process, and the 
entire cost is one-third that of silk. The use of cotton as a substitute for silk should become general.

THE EDITOR’S DIARY.
Under this heading we record the principal events of general interest from a West Indian standpoint, 

whzch occur during the fortnight under review, with the object of facilitating reference to the newspapers received 
by the mail, and of keeping our readers across the sea posted as to current events.
Tues., Nov. 20.—The R M S. ‘Port Henderson,” from Jamaica, arrived at Avonmouth.—Sir Edward Grey received a 
Wed Nov CnEn^011 th®, s111^ Administration of the Congo State.—88% Beet, 8s. 8fd., steadier 
Wed., Nov. 21.—Collision between the outward R.M.S.P. Co.’s “ Orinoco ” and the “ Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse ” at 

SSb°Urg’ Mr> Arthur J' Balfour took up the freedom of the City at Grocers Hall.—Beet, 8s. oAd. 
steacy. ’ *

Thur., Nov.

Fri.,

Sat.,

Mon.,

Tues.,

Wed.,

22.—Mr^ Fielding’s speech on the Canadian Tariff reported in the Times, p. 5.—Meeting of the Executive of 
"La Plata’" ““.arrived nIw Yort n“lhe 

„ 1 ’ homeward- Ieft Kingston.—Beet, 8s. 9^., quiet.
Bee^ ‘he rep°rt °£ ““ Tariff » dealing with Agricultural Industries issued -

Indoor1 S ?Te fr“ ri" Ce‘ebration, °f “w series of Olympic games would be

Chamber at Brussels.—The R M S P “ Atrato ” °Uht 9°ngO State °Pened in the
steady. Atrato, homeward, left Barbados, 9 a.m.— Beet, 9s. o^d.,

“ Magdalena • sailed from 
The R.M.S. ‘‘Port Kingston,” outw^d oass^ homeward, arrived Jamaica, 8 a.m.-

Nov. 30—The new Liverpool Cotton Exchange^ 8s’ ”^d • steady-
of Commons reported in the Times, page 5 —Beet os^d g fi Budget statement in the Dominion House 

Dec. 1 .—The Queen’s Birthday.—R MS” pJt & A ? ; ld’ firm’
Dec. 3-—Beet, 9s. o^d., stead/. ' ’ °rt Henderson left Avonmouth.— Beet, 9s. ojd., quiet.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Thur., Nov. 29.—‘

Fri.,

Sat., 
Mon.,
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COMING EVENTS.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and Mures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.
Dec^Mtn best's animated pho^ of the West Indies at the Polytechnic, Regent Street, at 3 p m
Dec. 5th (to-morrow.—Show of West Indian Fruit at the Royal Horticultural Hall (last day) 5 P
Dec. 8th.—Lecture on the West Indies, by Mr. A. Clifton Kelway, at Northfield, Birmingham.*
Dec. nth.—Lecture at the Royal Colonial Institute by Mr. Arthur a Beckett on " The Colonial Press."
Dec. 12th.—West Indian Club dinner to His Excellency the Hon. Ralph Williams, C.M.G. Sir Tames S. Hay K C M G 

presiding. "
Dec. 18th.—Lecture on the West Indies by Mr. A. Clifton Kelway, at Tilbury.*

We shall be glad to forward tickets for the above lectures to any members desiring to have them.—Ed.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters of 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
arc requested to mark their envelopes “Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Tuesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for reply.

Gourmet.—A pleasant recipe for serving grape-fruit is to cut the fruit in two, remove the core, and loosen the juicy 
part with a spoon, and to add Maraschino and ice to taste.

H. L. F. (Uganda).—Before the system of ascertaining the saccharine content of sugar by polarisation was 
inaugurated, the system generally used for assessing the duties was on the basis of colour, and a standard was set up in 
Holland, every year bottles of sand of different grades of colour to represent sugar being distributed among brokers 
and merchants, the lightest being taken as 20 and the darkest as 7, the former being practically white. As the 
colour of sugar is only on the surface of the crystals, and as the latter vary in size this test is quite unreliable as to the 
amount of colour present, unless the sugar is ground to powder before comparison.

Uncanny.—We expect that the bird you mean is the Canje pheasant, or Hoatzin, known scientifically as Opis- 
thocomus cristatas. In British Guiana it is called ‘‘Hanna,” or “ Stink-bird,’’ on account of the strong odour which it 
exhales, while, according to Bates, the natives of the Amazon have named it the Cigana, or Gipsy. It inhabits portions 
of British Guiana, notably the Berbice district, especially along the banks of the Canje creek, whence the name of Canje 
pheasant; it is also found in considerable numbers along the Amazon Valley. There is but a single species, and on account 
of its anatomical peculiarities this was regarded by Huxley as the type and sole member of a group named by him the 
Heteromorphae. One or two points in its anatomy are worthy of notice, viz., the almost entire absence of a keel or breast 
bone, and the enormous crop, which is divided into two portions. Very young birds have a claw on the wing, sufficiently 
developed to enable them to creep about. When fully grown this claw is lost, and the only trace left is a small boney 
knob. It frequents the low growing trees and bushes near creeks and lagoons, and, according to Bates, feeds on various 
wild fruits, especially the sour Goyava (Psidium), and is also said to devour the fruit of the arborescent arum (Caladium 
arborescens}. When alarmed it makes a harsh grating hiss. If the crop is removed immediately after death very little of 
the unpleasant odour remains. Moulting appears to take place about January. The Hoatzin is said to be polygamous ; 
the nest is built in trees, of sticks loosely placed above one another, with soft material on the top, the eggs are three or 
four in number, of a dull yellowish white colour, profusely marked with reddish blotches and spots.

THE WEST INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of Civil Servants, 

in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.
His Honour J. S. Udal, Chief Justice of the Leeward Islands, has returned from leave of absence and resumed 

his duties
Hon. J. J. Nunan, Barrister-at-Law, B.A., LL.B., Acting Attorney-General, British Guiana, is acting also as 

Solicitor-General until further orders. . _ . ., , .
Mr. William Edward Beckles has been elected Mayor of the Borough of Anma, Trinidad, for the ensuing year, 

and Mr. Edgell Johnstone is to be Mayor for San Fernando. T ,. . , _. t t _ . . , _ . ,
Mr. John Brummell, Barrister-at-Law, Stipendiary Magistrate, Georgetown Judicial District, British Guiana, has 

returned to the Colony from leave of absence. _
Hon. E. F. Hatton, M.D., Medical Officer and Medical Superintendent of the Asylums on Richmond Hill, St. 

Lucia has returned to the Colony and resumed the duties of his office.
His Excellency the Governor of Trinidad has been pleased to appoint Capt. Charles J. Dyke, Northumberland 

Fusiliers to be his Aide-de-Camp and Secretary, and Capt. A. Arnaued dr BotssiERE to be extra Aide-de-Camp.
The Rev A P Berkely, B.A., Rector of St. Philip's, Barbados, was inducted by the Bishop as Rector of St. 

Michael's and Dean on November 7th. He is succeeded in the rectory of St. Philip's by the Rev. Thomas Gardner, now 

Vicar of St. Paul’s.

SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
The Bank Rate stands at Q per cent. (changed on October 19th, 1906), and Consols (2| per cent.) are 

quoted 86#.
Demerara Electric Compaq Company for the month of October, lgo6, amounted to »n 363, and
the net earnings to S+'sf 7. This brings the increase in gross earnings to it,236.00 over the corresponding month of last 

year, and in net earnings of $1,664.22.

Pattil,s™f ’ reference was made in the last West India Committee Circular, should act
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as pioneer to a larger Company when the business is increased to such an extent as to justify it. It may be mentioned that 
the specialities produced include the following : banana flour, banana oats, banana custard powders, banana ‘‘Excel” 
cocoa, banana cake and pastry flour, banana blanc mange powders, banana and other jelly powders, and banana health 
salts.
The New Colonial Company, Limited.

The ordinary general meeting was held on Nov. 29th at the offices, 20, Eastcheap. Sir Nevile Lubbock, who pre­
sided, said that during the period under review there had been an apparent loss on their sugar estates in British Guiana, 
Trinidad, and Puerto Rico of /35.161, but, on the other hand, they had made a profit of /‘22.9I3 on their general 
commission and agency business. The whole of that profit was in reality made out of the estates, and therefore it was only 
fair to set it against the loss of /35.161 before arriving at the net result of the year’s operations. Even then the figures 
were very unsatisfactory, although the position was not so bad as it might appear at first glance. In the first place the 
price of both sugar and rum bad been very low, and therefore he did not think they could have hoped, in any case, to 
make both ends meet during the past twelve months, either in Trinidad or Demerara—certainly not in the latter with the 
crop they had there. Other circumstances had also caused the expenditure to be higher than usual. The special outlay on 
the Windsor Forest estate in connection with remodelling the drainage was unavoidable, but its effect had been to improve 
the properties and thus save money in the future. They had not had, for the past five years, a normal state of affairs in 
regard to sugar, but he believed that they were just getting to it now. He moved the adoption of the report, which was 
seconded by Sir John H. Morris. Dr. Moody thought that the accounts must be regarded as extremely disappointing, 
particularly as many of the company’s estates were known to be very good ones. He believed that their misfortunes 
were due to two causes—namely, under cultivation and unsatisfactory methods of extracting the sugar from the cane. 
The chairman, in reply, said that the estates were worked to the best advantage with the company’s limited resources, and 
that the manufacture though not so perfect as it might be, was good. A first-class absolutely modern milling plant for 
one of these estates only would cost £3,000, and there were nine estates.
The West India and Panama Telegraph Company, Ltd.

At the 59th Ordinary General Meeting which was held at Winchester House on November 21st, Mr. Walter B. 
Kingsford presiding, stated that in the current half-year, up to the present, there had been a substantial increase in the 
traffic receipts—a circumstance all the more encouraging from the fact that this half-year was usually the inactive period 
of the Company’s financial year. In their last report reference was made to the directors having chartered the cable 
steamer “ Cambria” to assist the Company’s repairing steamer in overtaking the exceptionally heavy work of restoring 
some of the cables which had been broken by earthquakes, as the Board thought. The cost of the charter of the ' ‘ Cambria ” 
and of the cable used by her in effecting these special repairs and renewals had amounted to £18,270, which had been 
charged to reserve. The Directors felt that this expenditure was properly chargeable against the reserve fund and also that 
the money had been well expended, as it had undoubtedly resulted in strengthening the main cables of the system. They 
would like to be in a position to increase the reserve fund, but in face of the fact that they were unable at present to keep 
pace with the arrears of cumulative dividends on the preference shares—which were payable out of the first available 
profits—they had decided not to add to this fund for the time being. He thought he might venture to say that the outlook 
of the West India Colonies seemed to be a little brighter than had been the case in the past few years, owing to a slight 
revival in the agricultural interest. Sugar was now fetching much better prices, and there seemed to be some hope that 
cotton would become a staple product in the near future. He noticed a paragraph in the Times of the 2nd inst to the effect 
that delegates of the British Cotton Growing Association, with several Manchester spinners, proposed visiting various West 
India Colonies next month. He mentioned at their last meeting that there were grounds for uneasiness as to the effect of 
the Company’s well-being of certain projects which were then under the consideration of the Colonial Office and he read 
the letter which he had addressed to the Secretary of State protesting against certain statements which had been made 
by the Governor of the Windward Islands. He was very glad to state that the Colonial Office dissociated itself from those 
statements. In other respects the Directors had done everything in their power to protect the Company’s interests and 
they had reason to believe that their efforts had not been fruitless. President Roosevelt was at present on a visit to the 
Isthmus of Panama, and was to return by way of Porto Rico. The Directors had given instructions that soecial facilities 
were to be afforded to the President for transmitting his telegrams at both those places. He concluded bv mnSthe 
adoption of the report and the payment of the dividend recommended. Mr. HenrJHolmes seconded motTon wh ch 

was carried unanimously.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), November 2oth “ Finp mine <.l l

the Island.” British Guiana (Messrs. Henry K. Davson & ¿0.), Novembef 26th 7 “Wither 
favourable for cultivation in Berbice. ’ (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd ) November 26th 
“ Heavy rams have fallen generally since last message.” November wth “ would be acceptable.” (The New Colonial Co., Ltd’), November 30th ‘‘WeaS 
(The Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended November 2Ist. PoR.Adorno ■ W 
Kingston: “Fine.” rwa

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Home Arrivals nerR m g: r ••

November 26th Mr. P. R. Applegate, Mr. E. V. Salaman, Mrs. Blanche and three child™? Mie ™ H Stran^er)- 
Mr. Ramon Khadra, Dr. and Mrs. Gomez and family, Mr Paul W Tauch Mr n t • ^nd Master Langdon,Paul Lacroix, Mr. H. H. Lawrence, Mr. J. H. Laing7, Col SUnl^ MrR- Short’Mr'
David D. Stiven, Mr. Martinez, Mr. F. G. Bennett, Mr. H. E. Bate Mr A Pach?™ Wllklnson- Mr- and Mrs.

Sailings per R.M.S.P. “Magdalena” (Capt. C. E. Down) November 20th • Mr aTk ■ u
Blacker, Mr. John H. Goodwin, Mr. Allex Hadden, Mr. Geo. E Chambers M •m K°™nch’ Mr. Chas. E. 
Manning, Mrs. Manning, Miss M. L. Gooding, Mr. C. S. Pitcher', Mrs PiX ^5^’ Mr‘ G- S
J. Clarke, Miss Woollcombe, Dr. Francis Watts, C.M.G Mr Tas A qntnKtF ’ Mr- Miss E. Clarke, Miss
M. Hombersley, Dr. Geo. H. Masson, Mr. D. A. MacIntyre, Mrs' Harriss ]Mr ’ ’ MrS' Wilson’ Miss
Summers, Miss Geary, Mr. Harold G. Bayly, Mr. de Grandville Mrs Ja nlf ™ Mr‘ C' H Rance, Miss A.
Hon. C. Macaulay Browne. C.M.G.. Mrs. Macaulay Browne, Mrs. McEwan^Mn'Michal S, Mr
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Jf?' Miss Bussey, Miss Locke, Miss Low, Miss Watson, Mr. C. d’Almeida, Mr. Thomas Garrawav Mr
I Aiquebelle Miss Hepburn, Mr. P. R. K. Esdaile, Miss T. Wylie, Sir K. W. Cummikg, Bart Mrs Seabrook Miss

. • Jaude Thompson, Mrs. Wilson, Brigadier Nehemiah Glover, Mrs. Glover and family, Mr. and Mrs. Rafael A Reves
£ MkTh TS’ Mus§rave Mr. G. Hauer, Mr. Walter Ashton' Mr A Hamlyn
Nott, Mrs. Nott, Mrs bowler, Mr. Albert S. White, Mrs. Cox, Mr. Geo. Grant, Mrs. Van Roughult, Dr. Ricardo Paros
Mr Hon. W. Peter, Mrs. Peter, Mr. Herbert Cobb, Major Edward Pelham Smith,’
c P°nsonby- Mr- and Mrs. Paul Cazaux, Dr. and Mrs. Thompson, two Misses Cadman, Miss N Miers Mrs
launders, Mr. Geo. Grashorn, Mr. W. A. Greatorex, Mr. Fowler, Mr. and Mrs. R. Maldonado, Mr. Restrepo, Mr Walter 
Marrs Rev. George Arthur Taitt, Miss J. Watson, MissD. Locke, Mr. and Mrs. John Heaton and daughter, Mrs. Youne 
Hon. Granville Ponsonby, Miss Mattenberger, Mr. Bielich, Mrs. Tredgold. °’

, Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Atrato ” (Capt. H. J. Boby), December 19th Mr. Eric H. Streatfield Major 
Edward Beecher, Mr. Charles Freeman, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hargreave and son, Sir Frederick Treves, Bart., Lady 
Treves, Mr. E. S. Ruano, Mr. and Mrs. Alex. Tennant, Miss J. Tennant, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Shepherd, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hoad, Mr. J. Lemmermann, Hon. W. S. and Mrs. Robertson, Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. Kaye and three children, Major I. R. 
King, Col. the Hon. E. A. Palk and Mrs. Palk, Mr. C. Romero, Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Clarke, Mr. Sidney W.’ Clarke Mr. 
Albert White, Mr. Thomas Rayner.

The Imperial Direct West India Mail Service Co., Ltd.—Home Arrivals per R.M.S. " Port Henderson ” 
(Capt. W. R. Rowe) November 21st:—Jamaica:—Rev. H. C. Alcock, Mr. E. P. Beresford, Mr. A. M. Bullock, Mr. 
Dawe, Mrs. Dawe, Mr. C. Farmer, Mr. Harris, Mr. W. J. McLean, Master C. Nosworthy, Master A. Nosworthy, Nurse 
Manley, Mrs. Richards.

Sailings per R.M.S. “ Port Henderson ” (Capt. W. R. Rowe), December ist:—Mr. Sidney Adnitt, Mr. Frank 
Adnitt, Mr. F. G. Adnitt, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Butler, Rev. F. Bavin, Mr. E. Carr, Mr. R. H. G. Figg, Mr. A. D. Goffe, 
Mr. J. McHutchen Dobbie, Mrs. Dobbie, Commander Hall, R.N., Mrs. Hall, Miss Hughes, Mrs. D. L. Low, Dr. James 
Mullin, Mr. J. McCrae, Misses McCrae, Mr. and Mrs. W. Neild, Miss Pritchard, Mr. Ray Rivett, Mr. E. C. Russell, Dr. 
F. N. Scotland, Mrs. and Miss Sharp, Miss M. Teichmann, Mrs. Webster Wedderburn and child,
Mrs. J. Clarke, Mr. P. Macfarlane, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Recart, Mr. F. S. Shorter.

Mr. H. Canti,

MAIL ARRANGEMENTS.

Date.

Dec. 5

». 13

.. 15

.. 15
». 19

Outward
Destination. Port of Dep.

Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, 
and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica, and Trinidad ... ... Southampton

Barbados (for Demerara and West
India Islands) ... ... ••• Liverpool

Demerara .........................................Liverpool ...
Jamaica ......................................... Avonmouth ...
Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, 

and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi­
nica and Trinidad ... ... Southampton

*

Mails.
Company. Packet. Closing for 

Letters in Ldn.

R.M.S.P.Co. ‘' Tagus ” Dec. 4, mdn’t.

Harrison Line 
Liverpool Line 
I.D.W.I.M. Co., Ltd.

‘ ‘ Director ’ ’
‘ ‘ Thordis ’ ’
“ Port Royal ”

,, 12, 6 p.m.
,, 14, 6 p.m.
,, 14, *6p.m.

R.M.S.P.Co. ‘ ‘ Atrato ’ ’ ,, 18, mdn’t.
In E.C. District up to 8 p.m.

Date.
Dec. 10

18

Where From.
The West Indies ... 
Jamaica

Homeward Mails.
Port of Arrival.
Southampton 
Avonmouth

Company.
R.M.S.P.Co.
I.D.W.I.M. Co., Ltd.

Packet.
‘ ‘ Atrato ’ ’
' ‘ Port Kingston ’ ’

EXPORTS OF PRODUCE FROM THE WEST INDIES.
Grenada.Barbados. British Guiana.

Jan. 1 to Nov. 8.

Jamaica.
April 1 to Oct. 28.

Trinidad.
Jan. i to Nov. 10Jan. i 

1906
to Nov. 5 
1905

Oct.
1906

i to Nov. 10.
19051906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905

Sugar......................... 49,864 41,043 Tns. 78,505 59,710 Tons. 8791 7049 Tons. 507,143 280,293Bgs.&Brls. 
/ 2976 2887Puns. 1

Molasses .............. 61,036 38,653 Pns. 3267 2124 Casks. ... J 266
( 102

178 1res. f
165 Bris. 1 ...

Rum .........................  
Cattle Food and

13,864 11,130 Puns.

5940 Tons.
49,147 lbs.

1,002,840 758,594 Galls. 1378 349 Puns. ...

Molascuit 
Cacao..........................

9089
28,017 36,503 17,376 Cwts. 22,075,690 32,020,605 lbs. 2355 4755 Bags

Coffee... ... 17,919 17,948 ,,
10,545,828

16,534
9,328,717

9895 Bags.Coconuts .............. 52,188 251,971 4,188,472 3,032,606 ...

Copra..........................
Cotton ..............
Cotton Seed ...

16,882 38,484 lbs.
... ...

Asphalt ..............
Oranges .............. ... ...

...
... >32,568,920

11,011,270
46,150,913

10,450,54oStms.
Bananas .............. 49,166 55,924 Cwts. • / 607 953 Brls.
Pimento .............. ... O J 72

il 74
135 i-Brls.

Spice.......................... ...
73 Cases

Gold .......................... 
Diamonds..............

77,506
2077

79,223 ozs.
4696 carats. ... ... ...

« 1 u 22 Bags,

Rice .......................... ... 1,193,839 39,195 lbs.
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY.
Sugar.—The beet root crops in Convention Europe are turning out less favourably than some people expected, 

and F. O. Licht has made a further reduction in his estimates of 50,000 tons. The probable final out-turn seems likely 
now to reach 800,000 tons less than last year, a large amount of displaced sugar indeed, taken in conjunction with the 
uncertainty as to how the Cuba crop will show up in the face of the difficulties possible in the labour department of the 
Island, and also how the portion of the canes influenced by the recent cyclone will work when cut. There are features in 
sugar for the second half of this season which may produce a better range of prices than those now before us, and this is 
finding justification in the slowly growing strength of the Market, which slight at present, may become more pronounced 
in two or three months time. Speculation is confined at present to only trifling lots which are turned over at a fraction 
profit whenever the chance offers, no real position on a large scale being taken up by any one at present. Refiners and the 
Trade continue their hand to mouth policy in buying, and it is satisfactory to be able to record a slowly improving range of 
prices, with these two important elements rendering no assistance.

The moment’s prices of 88% beet are;—Dec., 9s. o^d. ; Jan./March, 9s. 3d.; May, 9s. 5^d. ; Aug., 9s. 7^d., 
and October/December, 1907, 9s. 2fd., all free on board, Hamburg.

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America on uneven dates are as follows :—
1906 1905 1904 1903 1902

Europe 1,680,000 1,720,000 1,560,000 2,090,000 1,900,000 Tons.
United States 140,000 210,000 120,000 100,000 180,000
Cuba... .. — 80,000 — 120,000 60,000 ,,
Afloat 30,000 30,000 70,000 90,000 40,000 ,,

Total 1,850,000 2,040,000 1,750,000 2,400,000 2,180,000 ,,
Quotations of 88% Beet, 3rd Dec. :— 9s. 0|d. 8s. 3^d. 14s. Od. 8s. 4£d. 8s. 0£d.

Vacuum Pan Sugar.—There is a good demand for properly made yellow crystallised within the range of 16s. 6d. 
to 17s. 6d., and free sales have been made at these prices. Inferior grades from 15s. 6d. to 16s. are difficult to move. 
The value of average qualities remains fully 16s. 6d. The value of a 96 centrifugal cargo to Refiners is about 10s. 3d. on 
floating terms in bond, to a shade over.

Molasses Sugar.—There is a good demand on the spot for low qualities from ns. to ns. 6d. Afloat, 89 test is 
worth about 8s. 3d. in bond.

Muscovado.—There is little doing, grocery kinds remaining about 14s. to 15s. 
is the value in bond on floating terms.

For 89 test to Refiners about 9s.

West India Figures since 1st Jan.: 1906. 1905. 1904. 1903. 1902.
Imports... ... 47,000 36,000 38,000 22,000 57,000 Tons.
Deliveries ... 44,000 37,000 44,000 38,000 40,000 ,,
Stocks, 26th Nov. ... 12,000 8000 650° 12,000 29,000 ,,

Quotations of average qualities, 3rd Dec. : ... 16s. 6d. 15s. Od. 21s. 6d. 15s. 9d. 14s. 6d.

Rum.—Stocks in London, 26th Nov.: 1906. 1905. 1904. 1903.
Jamaica ... ............... 8000 • • • 8100 9800 10,100 Puns.
Demerara ... ............... 2400 •. • 43oo 5100 6000 ,,
Total of all kinds 17,200 ... 20,100 ... 22,900 ... 27,000 ,,

Business in Demerara has not yet been resumed. the samples of the recent arrivals only now coming up.
Quotations, therefore, cannot be given with any accuracy. Jamaica is firm, with a quotation of 2s. 3d. for Standard
Home Trade Marks. Leewards and other Foreign kinds ;are nominally worth nd. to is. 3d.

1903.
13,100 Bags.

7100 ,,

1904.
24,500 
11,000 
80,800

Cocoa.—Stocks in London, 26th Nov. : 1906. 1905.
Trinidad.................................................. 8000 15,100
Grenada ... ... ... ... ... 3800 5500
Total of all kinds .......................... 48,500 65,000

A further considerable advance has taken place in prices, the necessities of some of our smaller manufacturers 
compelling them to buy the limited arrivals of British West India that are taking place, at any cost. There is also a 
continuance of the speculative enquiry, which is, however, a less reliable feature, and the future of the market is full of 
uncertainties. In the meantime the small sales recently made have been on the following basis : Trinidad fair collected, 
81s., Estate Marks, 83s. to 86s.; Grenada fair, 71s., fermented, 73s. to 75s. From other Islands Native cocoa is worth 
about 70s., and fermented, 72s. to 74s.

T J- S“ndries-—CoFFKE: fair|y steady, good ordinary Jamaica, 42s. Nutmegs: a good business doing in West 
India. Recent sales include 68’s at nd., 79’s at 9d. to 94d., 94’s at 8d„ joo’s at 6Jd , n3's at 6d„ i26’s at 5*d i4o’s at 
5d and m shell at 4d. Mace : steady, good pale sold at is. 8d. ; fair pale and reddish, is. 5d. ; fair red is 4d and 
broken n,d to is. 2d. Pimento: quiet, value, 2*d. to 2Jd. Ginger: slow. Jamaica common 53s. to 58s middling 
to fine, 60s. to 85s. Arrowroot : a small business done on the basis of 2gd. for good manufacturing St Vincent Lime 
Juice . Concentrated, ¿21 12s. 6d. Distilled Lime Oil, 2s. 4d. Hand Pressed, 3s. 6d.

* Per favour of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co
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OUR CELEBRITIES.

No LXXXII.

Cbe West 3nbia Committee IRooms,

15, Seething Lane, London,

Dec. 17th, 1906

The Most Rev. P. V. Flood, O.P., D.D.
Archbishop of Port of Spain.

elected during the year 1906 will again exceed that

Telegrams: “Carib, London.” Telephone: 6642 Centrad.

T
hough it is not customary to issue a Christ­

mas number of the West India Committee 
Circular, we have in the past been in the habit of 
taking the opportunity of the Circular published 
nearest Christmas Day for conveying to our 
many readers in all parts of the world—and it 
may be mentioned that our publication now finds 
its way to India, Canada, Australia, Mauritius, 
East Africa, Natal, Egypt, Madeira and Peru, as 
well as to the West Indies—the compliments of 
the season. This we now do most cordially, 
and we may add the wish that the coming year— 
1907—may show a still further improvement in 
the condition of our West Indian Colonies. The 
past year, of the principal events in which our 
usual retrospect will be given in our next issue, 
has been one of increased activity, and once 
more we have to thank our many readers for the 
support which they have accorded to us, and 
which has enabled us still to advance along the 
path of progress. When the next Report of the 
West India Committee is published, it will 
be found that the number of new members 

the previous year, but we are by no means satisfied
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as yet, believing, as we do, that there is still a large number of estates’ proprietors and others interested 
in the West Indies who have not yet joined the ranks of our organisation. Union is strength, and in 
this connection we are proud to learn that a proposal is, according to the Daily Mail, on foot for 
forming an East India Committee on the lines of the West India Committee, and that the proposals 
are being warmly taken up in Calcutta. The possibility at once suggests itself of the formation of 
similar bodies for all our principal groups of Colonies. The speeches by the many notable represen­
tatives of the Colonial newspapers at the meeting of the Royal Colonial Institute, when Mr. Arthur W. 
a’Beckett delivered his interesting address on the Colonial Press, all seemed to be in 
the direction of deploring the lamentable lack of interest taken in Colonial affairs in this 
country, and in this connection, while Mr. a’Beckett’s suggested “Guild of the British 
Imperial Press,” and the “ Imperial Intelligence Union ” suggested by Sir Sandford Fleming in 
his address before the Eighty Club on July 20th, 1906, for disseminating Imperial information over 
all-British cables, must commend themselves to the Imperial-minded, the suggestion of the formation of 
Committees—call them what you will—akin to the West India Committee, with a possible central 
organisation on which representatives or each Committee would sit, could not fail to be of material 
assistance in bringing about the ends which are sought. This is a matter to which we shall refer at 
some future date, when full particulars of the proposals formulated in Calcutta are received, and 
pending that we may well congratulate our readers on having brought the Committee to a position of 
influence and importance, on a par with what it was when the West Indian Colonies were the Colonies 
par excellence of Great Britain ; and after all, it is the members of a body who constitute it and it is the 
members of the body who make it, and we may, therefore, properly conclude by expressing the hope 
that during the coming year they will not relax their efforts, but still further strengthen the status of 
the Committee.

giNCE the first Colonial Conference was called by Lord Salisbury in 1887 its scope has steadily 
widened. From a body of delegates it has developed into a council of responsible statesmen, 

and its meetings are to become periodical instead of intermittent. A further extension, how­
ever, is urged by those who understand the dynamics of Imperialism. Up to now only the 
autonomous Colonies have been represented at the Conferences, and this is apt to narrow the perspec­
tive at a vital point. To commercial expansion on the grand scale three factors are essential- 
manufacturing power, temperate products, and tropical products. The first of these is embodied in 
England, the second in Canada, Australasia, and South Africa, the third in the tropical dependencies 
of the Empire. To create harmonious working relations between these three sources of wealth is the 
aim of true Imperialism. But so far only two of them have been heard at the Colonial Conferences 
The third is voiceless except through the heads of departments in England. Our tropical possessions in 
Africa are not sufficiently matured to claim representation; while India occupies a special 
position. There remains the small, but important class of Colonies, semi-autonomous, or'under 
the direct control of the Colonial Office, which furnish a unique type of British 

uniting in themselves all the features of 
expansionoversea, the former 

certain measure of 
Colonies in the true 
British Guiana, and 
not as a matter of

a tropical dependency with a
self-government. These are more than mere outlets for trade; they are 
sense of the term. The most valuable of them are the West Indies and 
it is these which should be directly represented at Colonial Conferences, 

x _ .px ix sr**

" x * xxxxx-xx™x - 

be remembered that if the black nnnnUr j ational competition. For it must
’ the black population preponderates in the West Indies the

1 uuies, tne white communities
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have roots in the soil, the growth of centuries. It is, on this account, in our own interest as well 
as theirs, that the Government should give them a voice at the coming Conference. There are vast 
questions in connection with the consolidation of the Empire, in the settlement of which they are destined 
to play no insignificant part. Already they are on the way to free us from dependence on America for 
Sea Island cotton. Moreover, to the British Atlantic system they are as essential commercially as 
they are strategically to the Empire as a whole, for the same economic causes that force the United 
States to annex tropical possessions, are driving Canada into preferential arrangements with the West 
Indies. On the opening of the Panama Canal they will be to Australia what Gibraltar and Malta 
are to India now. Therefore, until they are represented at the Conference, its functions cannot be 
perfectly performed. The autonomous States can always make themselves heard, but the semi- 
autonomous and the Crown Colonies cannot. Hence a question may be settled without any reference 
to their interests, and, in consequence, the result works badly from the Imperial point of view. That 
their standing and prospects will be enhanced by the recognition of their right to a place in the Conference 
is not the least of its many advantages, and no Colonies have deserved it more. It is high time 
that the oldest and most historic of all the King’s Dominions oversea should speak to the Mother 
Country without official intervention—and the Conference is the means.

The effect of the Canadian Tariff Revision, as announced by Mr. W. S. Fielding, the Minister of 
Finance, in his recent budget speech in the Canadian Parliament, may not prove entirely 

satisfactory to the sugar interests of the British West Indies. The preference given to British sugars, 
is, it is true, still kept at the same figure, but the introduction of an “ intermediate ” tariff for use in 
commercial negotiations with foreign countries is a new feature. Canada has the right to fix her own 
tariff, and thus by her own legislation to settle the conditions on which she will trade with other 
countries; these, however, are terminable at any moment. More permanent conditions can only be 
secured by treaties of commerce with foreign countries, which can only be made through the 
Imperial Government. Any concessions made by Great Britain to any one country would, under the 
“ most favoured ” nation clause of existing treaties, have to be extended to other countries. As

matters now stand, therefore, Canada has armed herself with a weapon which she contemplates using 
as and when circumstances require, so as to extend her area of trade; and if this be done with a 
foreign sugar-producing country under the “ intermediate ” tariff, a further supply of sugar on 
preferential terms is at once obtained. This preference, although not so great as that given to British 
grown sugar, would nevertheless diminish the British advantage. Owing to the demand for sugar in 
Canada being less than the British West Indian supply, the difference between the general and the 
preferential tariffs, which constitutes the preference, rarely enters the market price. This is, of 

course quite in accordance with natural laws. The growing consumption of sugar, however m 
Canada has led to hopes that in the near future the adjustment of supply and demand will tend to 
such market prices as will give a legitimate share of the preference to the British sugar growers and 
refiners Now there is the probability of further supplies of preferential sugar-even though at a 
lower preferential rate-coming to modify this hope, and debar the British West Indies from deriving 
the fuh advantage in point of price from the preference to which it was looking forward, fortunately, 
Lowever the increase in the duties on raw sugar-which means that the difference between the 

British preferential and the general tariff is greater than before-will diminish the prospective evi.

t?g?veecheap sugar to the Canadian people and so increase the consumption more rapidly, and the
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Canadian refiners seem to be able to combine and thus buy and sell for their own exclusive advantage, 
which tends to neutralize the preferential benefit intended for the British sugar interests. Anyhow 
they have control of the situation at present in the absence of organized selling. Another important 
point in the new tariff is that, to obtain the preference, shipments will have to be made to Canadian 
ports. As Montreal is closed for the winter months, a position of considerable disadvantage is thus 
produced for the bulk of West Indian sugar shippers.

TN the article devoted to the “ Homeward Mail ’’ in our last issue reference was made to the strong 
feeling with regard to the Crown Agents and their conduct of Colonial business matters which was 

recently voiced in a special meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of British Guiana on the subject of 
the proposed increase in their dealings with that Colony, and in this connection we now refer our 
readers to Mr. Winston Churchill’s reply to Mr. Walker’s question in the House of Commons 
as to the position of the Crown Agents m their intromissions with the Crown Colonies. The evasiveness 
and insufficiency of Mr. Churchill’s answers were probably apparent to no one more than that gentleman 
himself, and constitute a justification of the attitude which has been for many years taken up towards 
inicZ 7 y C010”eS affeCted' Jt iS Unfortunate‘y too well-known a fact that any 

loss to C m°ney Which is in the hands of our Crown Agents means a serious
ay that 7 7 7 "“7 ext‘avagaa“ of the cost and charges-and it is not too much to 

say that the development of many a Crown Colony has been retarded on the one hand from the 
Conservative attitude shown by the Crown Agents, and on the other from the unwillingness of the 
Colonies concerned to embark on any enterprise involving a large expenditure with which ft 
Crown Agents have to do. Unfortunately the Crown Colonies proper are not, as a rule in ^position 
successfully to contest the position, and it is left for the semi-autonomous Colonies such as British 
7 7 7 7 theC°“blnedCourt claims right to control the direction of public spending to take 

p the cudgels and decline to have their public chest handed over to thp v a g’

prejudicial tradition and monopoly, it is the present and ” 7 breakmg down
shielding an official institution which has by its own acts provedT If fi/ WlNST°N Churchill 
and to the accusations against which he gives practically no defence “77 77 F 777’ 
many years’ actual connection with the Colonial Office has held the post If 7 ’

largest of the West Indian Colonies, enters the lists in support of the C l T"
the Crown Agents, as Sir Augustus Hemming has done if > • °meS “ the‘r Struggle wlth 
recognised. Instead of that, not only is the X shewed 77 7 ‘7™ 7«°“ °f thi”gS " 

Commons, but efforts are actually made bv brine-ino- 7 , 6 ° °nla Office ln the House of
hand over privileges of the Combined Court of British" Gu'° T 7 7 administration> to 
strengthens the claim of the West Indies to rep^

~ 7“ i r * - -Committee of Dominica, and it is safe to say that his action H r 7 6 Permanent Exhibition
time interest the general public in this country in the oransr /r1™11 planters’ and at the same 
West. It was a matter for regret that more of the West Indian Co^ 77 beaUtiful Island in the

Indian Colonies did not see their way to fall
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in with ^ Proposals of the West India Committee and forward exhibits for the recent show of 
Colonial fruits at the Royal Horticultural Hall, but it was admitted on all sides that the show was one 
of unequalled excellence, and what was perhaps the most satisfactory feature of it, the judges were 
emphatic in their praise of the fruit, which showed a marked improvement over that displayed at the 

rst Colonial fruit exhibition m 1904. The chief reason that so few of our West Indian Colonies 
were represented appears to be purely financial. They pointed out that they had no funds for the 
purpose and consequently could not participate, and this leads us to ask whether, now that the 
Permanent Exhibition Committees, which, in accordance with a suggestion made in our columns in 
January 1905, have been established in practically all the West Indian Islands and the formation of 
which met with the support of Lord Elgin and the assistance of the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture, a sum of from /50 to £100 might not be placed on the estimates of the various Colonies 
in order to enable these committees adequately to carry out the work entrusted to them. It is obvious 
that without funds the committees will not be able to take action with regard to any of the exhibitions 
to be held during the coming year, and we earnestly appeal to those of our readers who are members 
of the Legislative Councils of the various Colonies to take action in this direction. It .is surprising 
how much may be done for a small outlay, and it is no secret that the expenses of the recent display of 
Dominica fruit did not exceed ^15, which included an immense amount of circularising of a practical 
character ; and in estimating the good done by an exhibition of this sort our readers should consider 
what it would cost to insert the equivalent of the many notices which have appeared in the Press in 
the way of ordinary advertisements.

THE ARCHBISHOP OF PORT OF SPAIN.
The Most Reverend Patrick Vincent Flood, Archbishop of Port of Spain, was bom in Ireland, 

and made his preliminary studies in St. Mel’s Seminary, Longford, and his theological studies in the 
Dominican College of the Minerva, Rome, where he was ordained priest in 1867. After his ordination 
he served for twenty years on the Mission in Ireland in churches of the Dominican order, to which 
he belongs. In 1887 he was consecrated Bishop Coadjutor of Port of Spain, and succeeded, on the 
death of his predecessor in March, 1889, to the Archbishopric of the See. Not only is Archbishop 
Flood a churchman of the highest ability, but a congenial companion. Among all classes and sects he is 
extremely popular, and he is a highly esteemed Member of the West India Committee.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
At a meeting of the Executive held on Thursday, December 6th, Sir Henry K. Davson 

presiding, the following were elected Members of the West India Committee :—
Name. Proposer.

William C. Beloe. H. A. Trotter.
R. P. Goffe. S. G. Woods.
W. Llewellyn Wall (Montserrat). D. S. Blake.
Fred Shelford. The Hon. A. C. Ponsonby.
H. S. Henry & Son. L. Devenish.
H. Soper Cox. F. I. Scard.

Seconder.
R. Rutherford.
A. D. Goffe.
William Gillespie.
R. Rutherford.
Hon. G. T. Fenwick, c.m.g.
A. N. Lubbock.

We may remind readers that by virtue of Rule IV. of the West India Committee, sub­
scriptions from new members elected during the last three months of any year are held as on 
account of the year beginning on the following January 1st. Thus, members elected during the current 
month, will, on paying their subscriptions (which are due on election) not be required to renew them 
until January 1st, 1908. Full particulars regarding Membership and application forms for Candidates 
may be obtained from Algernon E. Aspinall, Secretary, the West India Committee, 15, Seething 
Lane, London, E.C.

SUGAR=BEET IN ENGLAND.
Interesting experiments have been carried out in Dorset and Somerset in connection with sugar­

beet growing. The beet seed was obtained from Germany, and the farmers set aside half an acre each
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of their mangold land for the purpose of the experiment. Owing, however, to the cultivation of beet 
being slightly different to that of mangolds, the return was not quite so good as it might have been.

The results compared with those obtained at Magdeburg were :— JO
Magdeburg 
(Germany). Sherborne. Limington. Podymore, Bradford 

Abbas.
Average weight of root with leaves, in grammes 1,276 2,040 1.863 1.785 2,160
Average weight without leaves 544 975 817 942 1,008
Specific gravity of j nice ... 1,081.5 1,084 1,078 1,090 I,o8l
Quantity of sugar in 100 parts juice 17.23 1740 16.70 18.40 17.20
Quantity of non-sugar (salts) 2.37 2.70 2.20 3.20 2.20
Quotient of purity (available extract) ... 87.91 86.56 88.35 85.19 88.65
Quantity of sugar in 100 parts of the roots 14.85 16.10 15.90 16.80 16.20
Days growing .., --- æ57 143 !58 I44
Tons per acre (estimated) ... — 12 12 16 IS

The yield per acre is lower than what was obtained in Essex, where however, the area of the plot 
was less and the roots weighed. In the latter case the weight per acre amounted to 18 tons. The 
experiment emphasises the fact that sugar-beet can be grown in England, but unless the yield per acre 
can be brought up to the Essex standard it is to be feared that the pecuniary aspect of a sugar industry 
based on such returns would not be encouraging.

THE COLOUR OF CACAO SEEDS.
Mr. Herbert Wright in the Tropical Agriculturist says that the colour of the seeds of cacao varies 

from white to deep purple in the same fruit or in fruits from different varieties. Generally the seeds 
of the Nicaraguan and Caracas varieties are white, those of the. Forastero types white or purple 
in varying intensity, and those of Amelonado and Calabacillo all deep purple. There is, however a 
great variation m the number of white seeds in the first mentioned varieties, and more often than not 
the cacao trees on plantations m Ceylon possess fruits with white and purple seeds, or with all the 
seeds purple. It is very rare that all the seeds in the fruits from one tree are white, even with the 
Caracas and the more recently introduced Nicaraguan forms, and much of the unevenness in the 
finished product is to be attributed to this unfortunate variation. Mr. Wright gives the following as 
the proportion of coloured beans in various descriptions of cacao :—

COFFEE IN INDIA.

Variety of Cacao. Fruits with Fruits with
Fruits with 

mixed seeds
Percentage 
number of

Peicentage number 
of distinctly

Nicaraguan .................
Caracas

white seeds 
only. 

Per cent.
48'2

purple seeds 
only.

Per cent.
188

purple and 
white.

Per cent.
33'0

white seeds 
in fruits. 
Per cent.

64

purple seeds 
in fruits. 

Per cent.
36

Forastero
••• 57'9 .. i‘8

• • 18’4
1000

403 847 142
Amelonado ... 00'0

• • 8i*6
000

37’4
000

618
1000

At the end of 1905 there were 212,832 acres of land under coffee in India, all, with the execution 
hi th 6 TreSt Southe™ Indlt The production of coffee is restricted for the most part to a limited^rea 
m the elevated region above the south-western coast, the coffee lands of Mysore, Coorg, and the Madras 
districts of Malabar and the Nilgiris comprising 86 per cent, of the whole area under coffee in India 
About half of the whole coffee-producing area is in Mysore, where there were 101,319 acres in 1 
"'N ° Coorg there were 48,215 acres ; and in the Nilgiris and Malabar about 33 000 acres Sora 
Travanrnre°W d 'r In Madras, principally in Madura, Salem, and3Coimbatore and in
BoX° “d COChm- H ,S gr°W“ alSO’ but °“ a scale, in Burma Xsskm and
Bombay.

It is

Area under Reported
Cultivation Production

(Calendar year). (Calendar year)
Acres. Lbs.

I9OI 
1902

260,884
237,379

15,585,003 
30,140,255 
28,054,402T9°3 228,815

19°4 215,233 29,081,614
1905 212,832 31,178,716

Exports 
(Fiscal year)

Lbs.

28,564,704 
30,146,480 
32,620,448 
36,920,464 
40,340,384

-—v while the area has been 
tor nearly the whole of the crop, have risen in each nf th« i/ot c. ‘V —wmcu accountyear x9o5-6 than in any of the previous sixteen yearf h 1 yearS’ Were larger in the fiscal

steadily diminishing, the exports, which account
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PINE-APPLE CULTIVATION.
c . R°bert Thomson, writing in the “Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society” for 
September, states that if the soils of Florida were anything like the soils of Jamaica, it is safe^o say 
that pine apples would not be cultivated there at all. The soil in which they are planted consists of 
96 to 98 per cent of silica. The growers furnish all the food by fertilizers which bring forth luxuriant 
crops. This kind of soil is so congenial, that the plants from time to time endure great vicissitudes of 
temperature, darkness under cover, and smoke from hundreds of fires to protect them from frost 
This soil is a mystery, chemically and physically. 11 Just how it is that the pine-apple can thrive in 
such soil that seems to be exceedingly deficient in all the necessary qualifications of good land, has not 
been explained. It will probably be necessary to institute careful physiological experiments with the 
plant itself before the matter shall be thoroughly understood.” Mr. Thomson was struck with one 
remarkable feature of this soil. On examining a large pine-apple field that had been some months 
before uprooted in order to prepare the land for replanting, he saw many hundreds of small rejected 
suckers which had been cast away over the land, actually bearing fruit 1 In other words, these suckers 
yielding fruit had no connection with the soil, other than lying on the surface. He arrived at the 
conclusion that this phenomenal productiveness was due to the great depth of the bed of sand, 
probably 50 feet, which issued moisture from its huge mass, on the principle of capillary attraction. 
Mr. Thomson’s remarks suggest that the fine sandy savannahs with which British Guiana abounds 
within easy access might be used for growing pine-apples. Good pines grow readily on them, and 
with suitable manuring and treatment good results should be obtained.

OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.
. Dr. Higgins and Jamaica.

Ih the “ West India Committee Circular " of November 6th last, an account, taken from the minutes of 
the Committee, was given of the engagement of a Dr. Higgins, a scientist of repute, to proceed to Jamaica and 
devote himself to the improvement of the sugar and rum manufacture, and as no further news of this gentleman 
and his work appeared in the minutes, we requested our readers to supply us with any information on the subject 
they might be able to gather. In response to this, Mr. Frank Cundall, the Secretary of the Institute of Jamaica, 
has forwarded us an extract from 11 Dallas' History of the Maroons' (Lon. 1803) :

“ In the year 1796, Dr. Bryan Higgins, a physician of great reputation on chemical 
subjects, was induced to leave his family and a considerable establishment in London for a 
time, and to visit Jamaica to employ his knowledge in the service of the Island, by improving 
the manufacture of the principal staples, sugar and rum. In Dr. Higgins’ memorial to the 
House of Assembly, he states that he had discovered certain processes by which sugar might 
be made whiter, purer, and intrinsically more valuable ; rum rendered more grateful and 
salubrious, and valuable; the loss by the drainage of molasses prevented ; and the fuel used 
more effectually, and more economically managed. His offers were accepted by the Assembly,, 
and committees were appointed for each county, to attend in making his proposed improve­
ments. The Doctor remained several years in the island, devoting his talents to the service of 
it His improvements consisted in the structure of the coppers, which was calculated to 
prevent any waste of fuel, and to accelerate the boiling of the sugar, and was considered as 
being very favourable to the improvement of the quality. The construction of the trash-house 
recommended by him was found to prepare the trash for use infinitely sooner than had ever 
been known before. His process for meliorating the quality and increasing the quantity of 
rum gave the greatest satisfaction : it is easy, simple, and economical, and it prevents the 
noxious quality and offensive smell of new rum. The distiller, by setting his vats or cisterns 
by the hydrometer, and the scale adapted to it, acts with certainty and precision, so that no 
sweets are wasted, and, on an average, about a seventh or eighth of the sweets are saved; and 
by the use of the ley of the stoke-hole ashes, and other means recommended, the spirit is so 
rectified as to attain the desired perfection.”
In addition to the thousand guineas a year for his three years' engagement from the West India, Com­

mittee the Jamaica Government paid him one thousand four hundred founds a year and when his health broke 
mittee, the Jamaica  govern p England, presented him with one thousand pounds. Although
down ;» 1801 of impnmmmt appear to have been adopted by few
',l\W0Z^dCf' ellJ jft^ ¿aicieL-tlw entry occurs-“ 5o3 Observations and

O Or. Higgle 1.^, .f

subsequent years in respect of the manufacture of sugar and rum.
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THE RECENT FRUIT SHOW.

The sixth show of Colonial Fruits under the auspices of the Royal Horticultural Society, which 
was held in their spacious Hall at Vincent Square, Westminster, on December 4th and 5th, was 
admitted on all sides to be the most successful of the series. The principal exhibitors on this occasion 
were British Columbia—who made a grand display of apples, which arrived in perfect condition after a 
journey of 5,000 miles,—and the West Indies. The latter was represented by the Permanent Exhibition 
Committee of Dominica, who were awarded the Gold Medal of the Royal Horticultural Society for 
their display of Citrus Fruits ; the West Indian Produce Association, who received the Gold Medal for 
preserves ; the Royal Mail Steam Package Company, who gained a Silver Gilt Knightian Medal for 
a general display of fruit; the Norbrook Canning Company of Jamaica, who also received a Silver 

Knightian Medal for Canned Preserves; Mr. Muir­
head, of Jamaica, and Messrs. Aston, Gardner 
and Co., who already gained the highest award 
at a previous exhibition. The chief features 
of the Dominica stand, of which an illustration 
is given on another page, were the navel and 
seedless oranges and the fresh limes, which, with 
other oranges of many varieties—Portugals, 
citrons, lemons, grape fruit, shaddocks, and giant 
shaddocks—were set out to advantage in baskets, 
relieved with crotons and palms. The fruit was 
all in excellent condition, and in marked contrast 
to that received from Jamaica, the bulk of which 
was, unfortunately, reduced to pulp and quite 
useless. The Dominica Exhibit was made of 
practical value by the display of large yellow- 
posters extolling the merits of fresh limes in 
bold green type, and the distribution of some 
hundreds of leaflets inviting visitors to ask for 
them and use them instead of lemons. More­
over, specimens of the fruit were freely distributed 
from barrels supplied by the Atlantis Fruit 
Company.

A Novel Idea for Showing Limes.

a CoM Produce Association, who were awarded
a Gold Medal for preserves, also showed a quantity of fruit 
at the recent Colonial Show. Limes were shown in the 
bamboos”^ depiCted above on a board surrounded by

The West Indian Produce Association 
made a brave show of oranges, limes, pre­
serves, Jamaica and Trinidad cigars, and every 
conceivable kind of West Indian produce, which 
were zealously guarded by a negro from “ Ruim- 
yeldt,” British Guiana, in picturesque attire. 
The exhibit, which covered a run of no less 

than 180 feet of tables, with an area of 720 square 
feet, did infinite credit to Mr. C. A. Philip, 
who was the recipient of many congratula­
tions upon his energy and enterprise. The 
canned preserves of the Norbrook Canning 
Company, w’hich he also displayed to great 
advantage, were very favourably commented 

to urge that in future they should be put up in glass aXot indns?"7’ Wh°’ h°WeVer’ W6re inCUned 

notabilities in the fruit 
all-round improvement shown in the selection th» "T P eaSed them most was the remarkable 
which alone would amply justify the Roval HorT ltP 1 e "UP’ a°d the dlsPlay of ‘he produce, 
shows. At the close ofthl exhUX the h°ldi"g these Purely Colonial
repacked, and at the re<|uest of thc Permanerd lZlS WaS StiU in first-rate order, was
following London hospitals : Bartholomew’s St °f Dominica> forwarded to the
Middlesex, London, and Guy’s ; whi™Xdfu^ St Th°maS’> Charing Cross,
boxes were also sent to the Children’s Hospital Great rV on a previous occasion, several
Hospital Her Majesty’s Hospital for Sick Cfs and the R a EaS‘ L°ndon Children’s

A box containing specimens of »»»h r A ’ ? • h Ra®Sed School Union.
g specimens of each of the fruits exhibited was forwarded by the West India
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St?
win 1 -7“ ate K >ny whlch is already one of the most enterprising in the West Indies P ’
While it is to be regretted that a sufficient number of Colonies did not respond to enable the 

fei^to a^kno^ proposal for a special Press visit overnight, the West India Committee
Yeadon ! V6ryg^en by the Press at home and abroad on this
occasion the loyal efforts made by Barbados to secure the co-operation of her neighbours the 
and^3 U df the v? -iSc K“tS In forwarding a contribution towards the expenses,
and the kindness of the Royal Mail Steam Package Company and the Imperial Direct West India 
Mail Service m carrying exhibits freight free.

ST. VINCENT FREE LIBRARY.

As the result of the memorial from the inhabitants of St. Vincent, which the West India 
Committee forwarded to Mr. Carnegie, soliciting a donation for the establishment of «. Free Library, 
Mr. Carnegie has kindly consented to provide ¿2,000 for that object, subject to the local Government’s 
guarantee to contribute ¿"75 Per annum—in addition to the ¿"50 per annum which the Kingstown 
Board will provide. This guarantee, we are glad to be able to state, has been given by the local 
Government, and will be approved by the Secretary of State.

FRANCE AND THE CONVENTION.

“ The question of Customs tariffs,” says M. G. Dureau in the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, “is 
more than ever the order of the day in Europe. The position of the French Sugar Industry in this 
respect is, as is well known, fixed by the Brussels Convention. But the period of the latter ending on 
August 31st, 1908, and the British Government appearing resolved to denounce it, the point is raised, 
not without reason, in sugar circles, as to whether the opportunity should not be taken to adopt special 
precautionary measures to meet the case when the international agreement shall have been dissolved. 
It should not be forgotten that, on the day the agreement comes to an end, Germany and Austria- 
Hungary can apply, if so facto, without the help of any fresh legislation, their old prohibitive customs 
tariff, while France would have to legislate anew.”

The danger of the situation has been recognised by the Chamber of Commerce of Cambrai, 
who have passed a resolution calling the attention of the Government to the advisability of the 
revising, on a precautionary measure, the French sugar duties, so as to put them on all fours with 
Continental competitors, and so to be safeguarded in any eventuality. What France should do, says 
the Journal, is to establish a sufficiently high Customs tariff to be able to defend the interests of the 
sugar industry with success. The Customs Commission has just decided to address all interested 
bodies as to what modifications of the tariff of 1892 would further their interests, and as the replies will 
be returned to the Commission before February 1st, 1907, the opportunity will be a good one for the 
sugar industry to express its views. Every day the result of Great Britain’s prospective withdrawal 
from the Convention is being more and more foreshadowed, and it is quite easy to see that the 
Continental sugar industry looks forward to a renewal of the old pre-Convention days.

LECTURE ON THE COLONIAL PRESS.

Mr. Arthur W. a’Beckett, Past President of the Institute of Journalists and the Newspaper 
Society, read an interesting paper at the Colonial Institute on December nth, the subject being the 
Colonial Press. The chair was taken by Lieut.-General Sir Bevan Edwards, and there was a large 
attendance. Mr. a’Beckett dealt with the Press of the various Colonies of the Empire in turn and 
expressed the hope that a Society would be created in the interests of inter-Colonial journalism under 
the title of “The Guild of the British Imperial Press,” with the professional motto of “The pen is 
mightier than the sword,” and gave it as his opinion that there are few papers issued from Fleet Street 
as keenly alive to the interests of the Empire as those in the Colonies. Referring to the West Indies, 
the lecturer spoke of the admirable tone of the West Indian papers, and paid a compliment to the West 
India Committee Circular. At the conclusion of the lecture, representatives of the Press of Australia, 
Canada, the West Indies and other Colonies expressed their approval of the sentiments and suggestions 

of this interesting lecture.
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MR. QUINTIN HOGG.
In unveiling the statue of Mr. Quintin Hogg, which has been erected at the junction of 

Regent Street and Langham Place, nearly opposite the Polytechnic, of which he was the founder, the 
Duke of Argyll, on November 24th, said that the 

------------- memorial Mr. Hogg would have liked best to

Mr. Quintin Hogg.
beautiful $r?uP wof statuary, sculptured by Mr 

’ re?resTtinS Mr- Quintin Hogg reading to two 
London boys has been erected at the junction ofgReeent 
Street and Langham Place. We are indebted to the slhen

for his long continued and valuable

founder.

have for himself in connection with the Poly­
technic was a good recreation ground. That had 
now been accomplished, for they had about 
20 acres by the side of the Thames where they 
could have the benefit of the river and its plea­
sant bank. They had a clean record, and could 
say it was with a good conscience that they had 
entrusted Mr. Frampton with the task of com­
pleting the memorial by that bronze statue. 
He hoped that for all time—and bronze would 
last for ages men would ask in whose honour 
that statue had been erected. It was a remark­
able career, lived in modesty, in strenuous 
activity, but with no self-advertisement, and 
with the sole desire to do good to his fellow­
men. It was marvellous to see what an indivi­
dual could accomplish in making himself loved, 
and in winning the confidence of boys who 
woilid tell him everything they thought, receive 
his advice and what was more, follow it. It was 
S,nriemafkabIe leSSOn of the P°wer of “dividual 
will and energy, and showed how much could 
be accomplished by a single pair of hands 
dn-ected by a business-like brain. His friends 
m the West Indies will recognise in the statue 

ton CR aLT““’" ’i-?6 WOrk °f Mr‘ Framp’ on, K.A. an excellent likeness of Mr. Quintin 
Hogg who will be remembered there as the 
FXXn the WeSt India C°mmittee,

owfaiv to 6 reslSned ?n May 26th, 1898, 
estates in theW^T^ W’th

Mr A T aru L Barr’ seconded by 
a heartv vote 66 Mn W' P' B- Shepheard, 

Valuable services ‘o the CommitteetT Passed thanking Mr Hogg 
mnder.” SS’ ' 45'19°3’ erected b? ‘he members of the Polytechnic“to tlT^ Inscription : 

ytecnnic to the memory of their

âebT^^

>s when Mr wm- ... moer 12th.

DINNER TO THE HON. RALPH WILLIAMS
The Hon. Ralph Williams, C.M.G.

entertained at dinner by the West Indian’ ci u
Hay K.C.M.G., who was Governor of Barbados wh°“ ^e^esday> Decem^e/'^th“ sT

Mr. K. A. J. Goode, Professor J. B. Harrison C M r w P' G* Garraway, Mr W A m 7^ 5

ÄÄ Ä™ * ÄfTSÄ 5
' W. A«,

James Hay proposed the health ot
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the guest of the evening, referring to the zealous manner in which Mr. Williams had assisted 
him when he was Governor of Barbados, and administered the Government during his 
absence on various occasions. Mr Williams, in responding, referred to the pleasure it ^ave 
him to learn that his former chief was to be in the chair. It gave him,P he said grell 
pleasure to be returning once more to the West Indies, and he hoped that during his term of 
office as Governor of the Windward Islands he would be on as friendly terms with amasses of the 
community as he had been in Barbados. He had, he said, implicit confidence in the loyalty of the

6%aad though fr_om a tOC1^r’ sentlmental and pecuniary point of view, he regretted the withdrawal 
of the British troops from the West Indies, he reminded those present that the chief function of an 
orderly body was to provide against disorder, and added that the West Indies should be well able to 
organise and maintain their own forces for the preservation of internal quietude. There were many 
difficulties in the way of providing the necessary machinery, but when he went out to his post he 
hoped to be able to overcome them. Referring to the Imperial Department of Agriculture, he said 
that he believed that it had proved to be one of the greatest factors towards furthering the prosperity 
of the West Indies; but he emphasised the importance of the Colonies taking upon themselves some 
part of the burden of maintaining the department. Dealing with the question of communication 
between the Islands, he said that it was essential that the steamer and telegraphic facilities 
should be ample.

THE LATE SIR ALEXANDER ASHMORE.
It is with great regret that we have 

to record the death of Sir Alexander 
Murray Ashmore, Lieut-Governor and 
Colonial Secretary of Ceylon, which 
occurred on Friday, December 7th, after 
an operation for appendicitis. Sir A. 
Ashmore was the son of the late Mr. 
Charles Townshend Ashmore, of Nevern 
Square, S.W., and was born in February, 
1855. After a short time at Cambridge, 
at the age of twenty-one he entered the 
Ceylon Civil Service as a writer, becoming 
police magistrate in Panvila in 1878, 
and, after holding other appointments 
in the Western and Central Provinces, 
Commissioner of Requests and police 
magistrate at Kandy in 1891. Three 
years later he left Ceylon to become 
Acting Colonial Secretary on the Gold 
Coast; in 1895 he was appointed Receiver- 
General and Chief Collector of Customs 
and Excise in Cyprus ; in 1900 he was 
transferred to British Guiana as Govern­
ment Secretary, before taking up which 
appointment he served on the Transvaal 
Concessions Commission in South Africa 
and London ; and two years ago he 
returned to Ceylon as Lieut.-Governor 
and Colonial Secretary. In British 
Guiana, both as Government Secretary 
and as Acting Governor, Sir Alexander 
Ashmore showed great administrative 
ability, and it was confidently hoped that 
some day he might return to the West
and'the K^. A* so also in the West Indies will he be lamented by a large

circle of friends.

The late Sir Alexander M. Ashmore. K.C.M.G.

WHITE LABOUR IN QUEENSLAND.
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Especial inducements were being held out to attract white labour, and considerable expense involved 
in doing so. The first four years’ working of the bounty for white labour sugar only resulted in 30 % of 
the sugar being thus produced. Alteration of the law may lead to another 30% earning the bounty if 
the labour supply is adequate for it, which is much doubted, and next year the loss of 4,000 
Polynesians will have to be made good. One theory has been proved by this tropical experiment, 
and that is that a sugar industry cannot be worked in the tropics by white labour without liberal 
outside financial assistance. When the bonus goes—this amounts to ^2 per ton—the industry 
goes as well.

WEST INDIAN INTERESTS AT WESTMINSTER.
The Brussels Sugar Convention.

Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman informed Mr. Essex (L, Gloucester, Cirencester), on December 7th, 
that no opportunity for giving twelve months’ notice of withdrawal from the Brussels Sugar Convention 
would arise until next autumn. In these circumstances he had nothing to add to the declaration 
made by the Government during the debate on the subject.
The Crown Lands of British Guiana.

• -o (Stoke-on-Trent) asked on December nth what measures had been adopted
m British Guiana to improve the condition of the labouring classes; and whether, in view of 
the recent strike disturbances, he would consider the expediency of placing the Crown lands within the 
MrVh nil tlJe w.orkmf Popuiation, and so encourage the general development of the Colony. 
Li'Arrchili: in V!ew of the agitation that occurred last year in Georgetown, the Governor of 

tish Guiana in March last appointed a representative Commission to inquire into the best means of
ordinary way to ^he

xre xwrsk-sstZE
...... ........

Cacao from San Thome and Principe.
In reply to a question on November 12th from Mr. Mitchell-Thomsnn f

cacao imported into Great Britain in each year during the past ten years from Ln Th of
and the British West Indies respectively, Mr. Lloyd George said that the T L °me a?d 
this country from San Thome and Principe areLLlude^ Cacao into
heading of Portuguese West Africa, and no separate statistics nf c records under the general
Practically the whole of the cacao coming from this district t- “ierefore available,
and is included in the aggregate shown from the latter country The insHtuHo^mf d°^ ^OrtuSal- 
Account m 1904 has, however, enabled the figures for the f stltution of a Consignment 
The Mlowta, whM1 ;riJ„.k th„6 ™ KTil“

Year. 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905

The Crown

Imported, 
lbs.

5,579,892 
1,441,414 
6,925,332 
8,675,881

11,883,124 
13,511,787 
13,620,197 
14,087,142 
14,523,385 
14,672,796

Portugal.

Consigned, 
lbs.

7,428,893
8,770,029

Portuguese West Africa.
Imported, 

lbs.
Consigned, 

lbs.

British West India Islands. 
Imported, 

lbs.

2.305

261

7,063,209 
5,890,415

Note.-The accounts of the consignments were not 

Agents and the Colonies.

T7,409.013
T5,772,460
I5.274,518 
15.114.192 
20,465,964
I5,676,896 
19,981,794
T5.427,711 
18,606,668
I7-oi3,76i 

established until the

2O, *43.523 
*7,373.981 
xst January, 1904.

Consigned, 
lbs.

British Guiana.
Imported. Consigned, 

lbs.
122,438 —
*73.531 —
84.711 —
91,504 —

100,474 —
73.799 —
80,463 —
”5.350 —
35.777 71.1x2

1.034 69,622

Mr. wL" «» F«- « .Ke C..„

was no wish to keep back any useful information *0 evasive replies. He said tint 1 ■ "T l>' 
«5 ** »* -
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the Crown Agents to advise the Crown Colony Governments on railway construction or on other 
public works have no financial interest in such railways or works beyond the remuneration actually 
paid tor such services. J
The Organisation of the Crown Agents.

In reply to further questions put by Mr. Walker, on December 13th, Mr. Churchill said : It is 
obviously desirable that appointments to Government services should be made either by competitive 
examination or by selection after standard examination. The Secretary of State will consider whether 
such a reform can be conveniently effected in the system of appointment to the staff of the Crown 
Agents Office. But the questions connected with such a change are complex, and no decision can be 
taken upon them at present; and the Secretary of State must not be taken as admitting that there is 
any lack of efficiency. Mr. Walker further asked whether, seeing that the funds available for the 
maintenance of the Crown Agents’ Office are drawn in part from Protectorates which are largely 
financed by grants in aid from the Treasury, he would arrange that the House should not again, until 
it has a practical and efficacious right of control, be asked to sanction expenditure which will go in 
part towards the maintenance of the Crown Agents’ Office.

Mr. Churchill: The system under which the Crown Agents transact business provides for a 
complete audit of the accounts of grant in aid to Colonies by the Comptroller and Auditor-General 
as well as for the observance of all the checks by which the Secretary of State exercises control over 
the Crown Agents. If the House does not regard this control as practical and efficacious, expression 
will no doubt be given to its opinion upon some convenient opportunity. Mr. Walker also asked 
whether the consulting engineers to the Crown Agents had anything to gain by recommending 
the construction of railways ; whether they or their representatives were employed and received 
remuneration for their services in connection with the construction of railways which had been under­
taken upon their recommendation ; and, if so, what had been the amount of their remuneration from 
this source during the last ten years, how was it assessed, and from what fund or funds had it been 
paid. Mr. Churchill: The consulting engineers employed on behalf of the Crown Colony and 
Protectorate Governments advise only on such schemes as are referred for their advice by the Colonial 
Governments with the sanction of the Secretary of State. They do not recommend schemes in any 
other sense than that they state the merits or demerits of any project upon which they are called 
upon to advise from an engineering point of view. Should the Secretary of State decide that any 
scheme shall be carried out after the consulting engineers have advised, their further advice is, if advice 
is necessary, utilised in connection with its execution. The course followed is the ordinary practice 
whenever professional advice in any branch is sought either by Governments or by private individuals. 
How far it may be possible or expedient to furnish a return of the nature desired requires further 
consideration.

NATURE NOTES.

COTTON IN THE EAST. Sea Island cotton has been experimented on in the Straits Settlement, and the 
results show that that variety, as well as the Egyptian, is unsuitable for that country.
THE RUBBER BORER. In Olokemejii, in Southern Nigeria, the cultivation of Castilloa elastica has proved a 
failure ; the plants have been exterminated by a boring beetle, identified as Inesidu leprosa. The India- 
rubber tree, Ficus elastica, appears to have done well, and its cultivation is being greatly extended.
RUBBER IN CEYLON. The Ceylon Government, says Commercial Intelligence, is reaping the benefit of the 
rubber boom. A big sale of Crown land, suitable for rubber growing has just been held, and record 
prices were obtained. Altogether some 10,000 acres were put up for sale, and Rs. 600,000 (¿40,000) 
were realised. The competition among buyers was of the keenest, and some of the best land offered 
brought three times as much as the upset price fixed.
THE CURRY-CURRY. Perhaps the most striking of the many beautiful birds of British Guiana is the 
scarlet ibis or curry-curry, as it is known locally. When young the plumage is grey, but it subsequently 
changes to a brilliant scarlet. The muddy foreshore overgrown with counda, is its haunt, and when 
the tide goes down these brilliant scarlet objects stand out vividly against the neutral tinted back­
ground. On the wing they form a striking contrast to the bright blue sky.
PINE-APPLE DISEASE. On a pine-apple plantation recently started in Trinidad, it was found, says “ J. H. H. 
in the Trinidad Mirror, that many fruits refused to develop, exuded a large quantity of gummy matter, 
and finally became deformed, and rotted away long before arriving at a mature stage. It was discovered 
that these were attacked by the larva of an insect, which gams access to the interior by means of the 
open flower. From its appearance it has provisionally been referred to the family of Lyamda. As 
these insects fly by day the remedy is to catch and kill them.
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COTTON IN NIGERIA. it is thought that the official returns for 1904 as to cotton grown in Nigeria are 
misleading on account of seed cotton being mixed up with lint cotton. But anyway there is an increase 
of 42% in the value of the cotton exports for 1905-6. The present Governor, Sir W. Egerton, K.C.M.G., 
proposes to introduce rough hand gins, such as are used in India, with the idea that the small native 
growers should gin their own cotton. The native ginners and weavers are very expert, and with the 
most primitive appliances turn out results equal to anything that complicated machinery can produce 
in Europe. J r
CACAO THREAD DISEASE. Nearly two years ago, says the Trinidad Bulletin, a little alarm was occasioned by 
the discovery of a fungus “thread disease” on cacao trees in Trinidad, but a recent examination 
of the same spot showed that the disease, although present, had not spread in the least. The following 
is an extract from the report of the officer who found the disease, and who re-inspected the spot during 
the month of September last. “ The disease was found only on a few branches, just where it had 
ofbUt * had rather dlminished than increased, and it had not appeared in any other part

III“ eSLaLc.

COTTON IN INDO-CHINA The cotton cultivation question in Indo-China, according to the Journal d'Agriculture 
Tro^cal 1S a question of irrigation as far as Cambodia and Laos are concerned. At the laX place 
bes!des being a question of mud fertilisation, the labour problem would also require solution Besides

belonging to the familyT™^^ The the attack °f an inSect
the canes suffer in proportion? In several instances r . °°tS °f the Cane are backed, and
in the ordinary course, is probably one of its natural enemies * TngUS’ which
the insect it may be found useful to dress the roots of rhe ‘ i" chcckmg the ravages of
wood-ashes, or any other substance which mav b ’ ' t wJth.an application of quick-lune, soot, 
In badly affected peaces it “med TdvTsab^ -hile harmless to the cane:
the crop is taken off. w 0 e surface of the land immediately after
MORE MILLIONS. Thanks tn o^+
destructive effects of the little fish called6“ millions ” a^b Circular as to the
mosquitoes, which were brought to our notice bv Mr c < tO the sPecles Girardinus on
that at the Titchfield Hotel in Jamaica where the^E T'n'n Glbb°ns’ wiU be “tested to learn 
there has been a marked diminution of fever in the nrivhho^TTTi?'6. ’“n- suPPlled with these fish, 
for the mosquito larvae. Mr Hart in the T • w § urhood, the ‘millions” evidently accounting 
known as “Trillions” menfione^TU,^^ additioLo the

not only upon mosquitoes, but also upon the Girardi^ Should T R7US a^° feeds
the latter to keep down mosquito larva? in nond« fn ’ <- . ould’ therefore, it be desirable to use 
of the Haplochilus genus be present. This is extremelv^rmn^ + ’ 1S imp?rtant that no member 
malarial prophylaxis, the subject of which being ventilated Fn tlX “1 COnnectl°n ^¡th the question of 
that the millions were conveyed to Jamaica by Captain Farmer^ of theR^M.S.R “ Trent menti°ned

T.„ .. „ COLONIAL REPORTS.
e finances of the Bahamas improve.

over that of to ¿77,273, an increase of ¿6,182
of this arose from increase in importations of alcohohTT f pl?cedmg five years. ¿5,321 13s ad 
amounted to>¿70,256, as against ^69X5 the pr^ °ther g°°dS' ^expenditure
¿6,234 on the average annual expenditure for the nTTT ’n “ lncrease °f ¿43°, and a decrease of 
and expenditure shows the stead J and marked improvement in^he^n foll?wing table °f revenue

R p ov“^financiaI positlon of the Isl“d •- 
£77.780

72,442 
7*.377 
71,112.

1901-2 
1902-3 
1903-4 
1904-5 
1905-6

£8i^35 
74>6i4 
74.038 
69.825 
70,256

£3.355 Deficit.
2,172
2,661
1,287 Surplus
7.038
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spirit in which the Bank and those opposed to the change loyally accepted the situation. The 
total value of the imports for the year, excluding specie, was ¿"291,953, £217,054 of which were 
from the United States; ¿"62,978 from the United Kingdom, and ¿"3,950 from Canada; an excess 
of ¿"8,462 over the previous year. Exports were valued at ¿"222,905, or ¿"27,969 more than in 1904; 
¿"204,293 of this represented the produce of the Colony. Of these, those to the United States were 
valued at ¿"141,149, or an increase of ¿"13,087 over the preceding year ; to the United Kingdom ¿"12,520, 
or a decrease of ¿"4,295 on the preceding year; the exports to Canada had increased from ¿"264 in 
I9°4’5 to £2>5^ in 1905-6. The bulk of the exports consisted of sponges, which were valued at 
Z’II3,753> Bahamas, or sisal hemp, coming next with ¿"37,522. The decrease in the value of exports 
to the United Kingdom was in sponges and turtle backs. The pineapple canning industry accounted for 
162,118 dozen pineapples during the year, an increase of 9,000 dozen.
were stated to be in cultivation, and the'increased output 366 tons.

20,412 acres of sisal hemp 
A botanical and experimental

station under the auspices of the newly created Agricultural Board, and experiments with Sea Island 
cotton, cassava, tobacco, pineapples &c., started. The pineapple industry was reported to be rapidly 
declining, owing to poor soil, the red spider, the want of new stock of plants, and the use of unsuitable 
fertilizers, but the Board of Agriculture would probably put matters on a better footing. The sponge 
industry was increasing, 180,000 lbs. more being exported than in 1904. Enquiries were being made 
with the view of securing the services of an expert to make scientific investigation into the question 
of the variation in time of growth of different varieties of sponge.
St. Vincent’s diminishing deficit.

The report of Mr. E. J. Cameron, the Administrator of St. Vincent for the year 1905-6, shows 
that the revenue of the Island, omitting the Imperial grant connected with the Department of 
Agriculture and other Parliamentary grants, amounted to ¿"24,928, ¿"2,480 in excess of the figures 
for the previous year, while the expenditure was ¿"24,625, or ¿"603 less than that for 1904-5. 
Corresponding figures for the last five years are:—

Year. Revenue. Expenditure.
1901-2 ¿23.705 ¿26,149

i9o2-3 ............................... 25.931 25,758

1903-4 ............................... 20,944 26,657

1904-5 ............................... 22,448 25,228
1905-6 24,928 24,625

¿2,444 Deficit.
173 Surplus.

5,713 Deficit.
2,780 ,,

303
For the year 1905-6 and succeeding years the interest of the invested balance of the Eruption 

Fund, amounting to ¿"750, is included in the general revenue.
The value of the exports for the year amounted to ¿"69,097, showing a decrease as compared 

with the previous year, while the exports, ¿"53,078, were greater to the extent of ¿"1,166 than in 1904-5. 
This is mainly due to the cotton industry, the value of the cotton exported having risen from ¿900 in 
1003-4 to ¿"8,280 for the year under review. Live stock and vegetables showed an increase over the 
previous year of ¿"1,083 and ¿"1,205 respectively. On the other hand the value of the sugar exports 
had declined from ¿"9,777 in I9°4-5 to ¿"3,793- Arrowroot, still the principal export, showed 
¿"20,522, practically the same as for the preceding year.

The values of the imports and exports for the last five years were
Exports.

¿51.987
44,094
38,174
51.9°2
53.078

Years. 
I901-2 
1902-3 
1903-4 
1904-5

Imports. 
¿74.919 

79.123 
77.853 
74.238 
69,0971905-6... ••• - -- . .

It is gratifying to see that the exports are gradually approaching in value to the imports, an 
indication of the improved economic condition of this sorely-tried Colony.

The Administrator, while speaking encouragingly of the agricultural progress of the Island, 
regrets that the Grenadines’ Whale Industry has again been somewhat of a failure, in spite of more than 
Ksul^numbeT of whales being visible for the season and attributes.itto being less

active than formerly or to the younger generation being less expert than their forbears.
a On the wWeit may be taken that St. Vincent shows distinct signs of emerging from the 
general depression caused by the severe set-backs it has received of recent years from eruptions and 

hurricanes.

CONSULAR REPORT.

Beet Sugar in Uruguay. . , 1 * + ofThe Republic of Uruguay have passed a Bill providing for a bounty on sugar to the extent of 
1 he Republic: or u r g y h second> $30,000 in the third, and $20,000 in the fourth and 

fifthfafter whichVwili $cease. The bounty is conditional on a producer turning out 3oo tons of
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sugar in the first year, 400 in the second, 600 in the third, 1,100 in the fourth, and 1,500 in the fifth, 
and he is obliged to cultivate not less than 695 acres of beetroot, for the development of which 
industry the Bill is principally designed from the first year. Until the end of 1915 the difference 
between the customs and excise duties will not be less than 3 cents per lb. for raw sugars, and 3.5 cents 
for refined.

THE HOMEWARD MAILS.
The R.M.S. “ Port Royal ” left Kingston, Jamaica, on November 22nd and arrived at Avon- 

mouth on December 5th. The R.M.S.P. “Atrato” left Barbados at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, November 
28th and reached Southampton at 5.10 p.m. on Monday, December nth. Among the passengers of 
the latter were Professor J. P. d’Albuquerque and his son. We extract the following notes of interest 
from the letters of our Hon. Correspondents :—

The state of the crops in Barbados.
, b ° h®avy rainJ"11 ™ since October 16th, and the amount recorded for November up to the 
e5 u’ "aT Hon',Forster Alleyne wrote, was very small. A few places in St. John’s and 
Scotland had received as much as 5 or 6 inches, but the general amount was from 3 to 4 inches This 
was a great disappointment for planters were hoping that a good November would brim, up the 
ratoons in Christ Church and St Philip’s. St. John’s did not seem to have suffered from waSt of rain 
at all and the crops there (including ratoons) were excellent. During the past week light showers had 
been frequent, and they had done much good in keeping the canes moist and green. When Mr Alleyne 
closed his letter, the weather was beautifully cool, trade winds generally prevailing ™

1 he news of the continuation of the Imperial Department of Ainrnltnrf f™-o cof five years, aided by a substantial contribution fromP the Imperi^Governmenf hid hd
greatest satisfaction. The Commissioner of AarirnltnrA X ad Government, had given the

“ «s'experiments on seedling canes during the oast vear Th^ an«™i a • if i A.S a d M ‘ Boven s
this year at the house and grounds of Queen’s House on December Sh°W WaS ‘° be he'd

_x_ The Elections in British Guiana.

Si™ Nr-T "■*>»“
Mr M. A. C««4m. iS

Duncan, N.W. Essequebo ; Mr. P N Brown s’f Fwf k Dernerara 5 Mr. R. G.Gaskin, New Amsterdam;’and arlad^^ ^Jk ?erbice’ Mr’ C l>‘
town; Mr. J. Wood Davis, Demerara ; Mr. S. E. Wills Berbice^Mr A^ Geor^e’
Mr. F. Dias, S.E. Essequebo. ’ ’ ^r* A- A- Thorne, N.E. Essequebo;

were in full swing, but pom^Th^ °” ‘th ^f^’ grinding operations
fortnight had been dry, but during the week thZ had had f°r the first Part of th«
great benefit to the May and June canes. Y Very good rains> which had been of
-Presently r5th; the question of the

Jones made some interesting remarks regarding thf preoaratioT of ” “ conaideration. Mr. Howell 
fibre rope, and he also strongly advocated theVnlnn^ Ja r °fange’ lemon, lime oils, and

rather than sending outside for Hevea brasiliensis and othe^f li661" tree’ SaPium J™-
Daily Chronicle subsequently, Mr. Bartlett, the Government TW fO/mS °f rubber- ln a letter to the

... .

> 1907,

It was a satisfaction wroteMr E TaX D°™iMiCa ,imes-
K^l^Domiai- can -PpTy in the trade circulars and
IS?? Si^E~

i m& ss* &««in« 

- months are smaller, and probably slightly «or^id^n^
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I he Governor, Sir Bickham Sweet-Escott, was in the Island on an official visit, and was likely 
to remain for a week. Mr. Agar regretted to announce the death of Mr. Philip F. Cox T.P. of 
Belvedere Estate, on November 14th, under peculiarly sad circumstances. Mr. Cox left his house as 
usual in the morning to superintend the work of the estate, and as he failed to return a search was 
made, and his body eventually recovered from the sea at the foot of a high cliff near which he was last 
seen. It is presumed that while taking a short cut along a dangerous path his foot slipped, with fatal 
results. Mr. Cox went to Dominica some twelve years ago, and had always been recognised as a 
very capable man, a reputation he fully bore out on the few occasions on which he cared to brin<y 
himself prominently before the public. It was his able paper on praedial larceny before the Agri^ 
cultural Society which started the agitation that induced the West India Committee to ask 
for a Royal Commission on the subject, and which had resulted in their present Praedial 
Larceny Act, and Mr. Cox’s excellent work in connection with hurricane insurance was too well 
known to require further mention. Few travellers, whether residents in the Island or visitors, were 
allowed to pass Mr. Cox’s residence without partaking of his hospitality.

Ample rains had fallen during the past fortnight.
The Jamaica Fruit Contrast.

Mr. J. L. Ashenheim reported that nice, sunny weather was being experienced, which was much 
wanted after the rains, and formed ideal weather for the growing crops. A company for the 
manufacture of jippi-jappa hats had been formed in Kingston, and a factory was being located in Port 
Royal Street. A meeting of the Board of Management of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, with the 
Governor in the chair, had been held, and a letter from Messrs. Elder, Dempster and Co. expressing 
disappointment that the 600 ft. and 700ft. of space reserved for Jamaica fruit in the “Port Kingston” 
and “ Port Henderson ” respectively had not been utilized, and a committee, consisting of Mr. Craig, 
Mr. Muirhead, and Dr. Pringle, was appointed to go into the matter.

A letter had appeared in the papers from a Baron Gustave de Corioles, in which was advocated 
the establishment of central sugar factories to ship concentrated juice, prepared so as to make white 
sugar of the first quality, instead of raw sugars.

First Rubber Shipped from St. Lucia.
The first shipment of Castilloa rubber from the Colony came home from the Colony by the 

same mail as Mr. George S. Hudson’s letter, which is dated November 26th. Mr. Ballou, the 
Entomologist of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, had again visited the Colony to investigate 
the effects of “ thrips ” on unhealthy cacao trees. The Agricultural Society lately sold at auction 
an imported Hereford bull, which for four years had done good service in the Island, in order to make 
room for fresh importations of pedigree stock. Three Toffenburg goats were recently imported by the 
Society from Barbados.

Since last mail the weather had been favourable to crops, light rains being interspersed 
with sunshine.

The progress of Cotton in St. Vincent.
Mr. W. N. Sands reported on November 25th that the weather had been favourable during 

the fortnight for the reaping of arrowroot and cotton picking. Arrowroot was now being dug on most 
estates. At the present time much information as to yield was not obtainable, but from what Mr. 
Sands could gather the crop was not likely to be a heavy one. Cotton picking was in full swing also, 
and so far no trouble had been encountered in the matter of labour. The high price obtained for 
their best cotton was always a matter taken hold of by agitators in order to stir up labour difficulties, 
but when it was remembered that, owing to the heavy ramfall of the Island the proportion of 
discoloured cotton was large and had to be sold at about one-third the rate obtained for cotton of first- 
class quality, and that the rate paid for picking was the usual one throughout the West Indies, and at 
such rate more money could be earned per day than at any other local industry, agitations in favour 
of higher rates could not reasonably hold ground at the present time. It was to be hoped however, 
that there would be no trouble, for if everything went well this season, instead of haying in 1533 
acres planters should have in double this area next season, and instead of an estimated output of 600 to 
700 ba^es only—1500 should and could be the number-then the Island would be in a fair way towards 
regaining ^prosperity. The important work of selecting special cotton plants for seed had been 
3 f ut onP fiv"estates by ^officers of the Imperial Department of AgncuWe I his work 
was of the utmost importance if the quality of their cotton was to be kept up. 1 he in price of 

cotton this season augured well for growers.
Crop Conditions in Trinidad.

The adiourned debate on Mr. McCarthy’s report on the labour question was on the agenda 
paper fL^eS oflegislative Council held on November 5th, but it was agam postponed 

indefinitely.
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The Hon. G. T. Fenwick, writing on November 26th, said that the past fortnight had 
continued dry and hot until within the last two or three days, during which there had been some nice 
showers, and as yet no damage to young fruit has been reported. New crop pickings seemed to have 
begun on the largest estates ; these, however, had been very small, and receipts from the country were 
in consequence far less than was anticipated. With London recording another rise during the current 
week, prices which were already very high had again moved up. Venezuelas, of which some fine 
lots arrived, had also met with advanced prices. From the Continent there had been some bids at 
fair prices, but no business had resulted, buyers in the Colony not 
contracts at the moment for futures.

seeming at all willing to make

Totals at last report
Nov. 12th.—S.S.

,, 13th.—S.S.
,, 17th.—S.S.
,, 17th.—S.S.

‘ Grenada ’ ‘ ...
‘ Tagus ”
‘ Prinz Fred Hendrik 
‘Venezuela”

Total to date

Shipments.
129.725 Trinidad.

i >599
15

105
50

I3L494

31,584 Venezuela.
262 ,, New York.

— ,, Europe.
34

31.880

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
Sugar Canes in Egypt.

To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.
given as the far” East .‘V haveVeenipIhe White NU^Zartin^ the S“igar Cant inf which its Ori8inal habitat is
far as Lake No, growing on the banks of the river, vast quantities of what the WaK Khartoum and reaching as
told was a species of wild cane. The bases of the leavet ‘ b OOm soof> and which I was
fine hairs which easily rub off. Is this the true cane t If so, the £ t^”^^ M^ous^

I am, &c.,

of sugar cane, but a reeX *S n°‘ a SP“'63

cultivated in the West Indies for fodder.__Ed.] ° gulnea ^rass which is so extensively

Tn Mosquitoes and Malaria.
To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular

and Malaria,” anc^i s^^atX  ̂ of November 6th. oneon ” Mosquitoes

insects have their home; I can honestly sa/that no health; r t IPdia Islands are places where all kinds of
Is foreST -even years; and m°squitoes has been my horae
as for malaria, no one ever thinks about such a • ,? r lty in alm°st every section of this beautiful countrv and

^“anT^d eL- feed themselves for a 

depends on the young Xn and if hZ Productive, and with economy success will ^T33 tO make a success’ they

m one hundred—the struggle wffl be too ho a ® P’ins 1 would ProposeSwould not meet with fa” Ja"}a‘Ca without caPiul. 
eautton them to remain afay — yoU gentled my^/^n

November 2I5t, I9o6. Very truly yours

G. L. Lucas.

regarding the West Indies, and photographs 0/scenery
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Decolorization." Mr. W. E. Desplace summarizes Dr mXwpH'« “ t? «.° t5^UiiOn ln connectlon with “Electro­

Queensland," while Mr. Edwin of
“ Cause of Cobb's Disease of the Sugar Cane “ Conclude”.
with a recent article of Mr. Prinses Geerling on the “ Comnosition nf «rS c ‘ ?ellet- who deals
in whieh it is pointed out that aithough the theoretic heat value of megass is practically The X, to

The Grenada Handbook, Directory and Almanac, 1907. London: Wyman & Sons I td wP w« k«/ 1, t
occasion to praise this admirable publication, which, if only it had an alphabetical index’ would F r rhat
Directory should be. Ably edited by the Hon. Edward Drayton, CM G Colonial SecretSv iTel^ -a

worth knowing about Grenada and the Grenadines. We have submitted it to a careM 'scrutiny ^ to test it's 
floTTn^’f e”f8ed without a stam on its character. Among the useful features which Appear aX lists of the

1S- a S? an annotated schedule of the 120 and odd trees and shrubs growing in 
Grenada which are of medicinal or economic value. The frontispiece in this, the twelfth issue of the Directory is of more 
than usual interest representing as it does, Mr. James Gordon-Bennett and party at Government House with the first 
motorcar ^hich has ever set wheel in Grenada. There is also a plan of the boundaries of the Grand Etang Crown 
Lands, prepared by Mr. J. Laundreth Smith, the Government Surveyor. $

The Keeper’s Book, by 
A. Stodart Walker and P. Jeffrey 
Mackie. Edinburgh : G. A. 
Morton. London: Simpkin, 
Marshall & Co., Ltd. 5s. This 
excellent work, which has now 
run into a fourth edition, con­
tains, in addition to the matter 
supplied by the authors, special 
chapters by experts on the sub­
jects of which they treat. It 
is, as the title denotes, written 
especially for keepers, and from 
the delineation of the attributes 
of the ideal keeper, to a chapter 
on the subject of ‘ * Baksheesh, 
gives information on almost 
every imaginable point which 
comes under the head of the 
duty of this valuable class of 
the community. Not only are 
practical hints supplied on all 
descriptions of sport, but points 
in law in connection with a 
gamekeeper’s duties, and the 
manner of dealing with vermin, 
are succinctly laid down. 
Apart from the well-known 
abilities of the authors to treat 
on the subject which they have 
themselves taken in hand, the 
fact of Lord Douglas Graham, 
Capt. H. Shaw Kennedy, 
Dr. Charles Reid, John Lamb, 
P. D. Mallock, Tom Speedy,

MR. PUNCH ON THE WEST INDIES,

COLD COMFORT.

Visitor to the West Indies (who has been warned against bathing in the river 
because of alligators, but has been told by the boatman that there are none at the 
river’s mouth). “ By Jove, this is ripping 1 But, I say, how do you know there are 
no alligators here ? ” .

Boatman : “ Well, you see, sah, the alligator am so turr’ble feared of the Snark . 
(By permission of the proprietors of "Punch" ).

Henry Lamond, and others 
being contributors is an addi­
tional guarantee of the value of 
the matter supplied. The 
work is dedicated “To all good 
keepers who know their work, and to all indifferent ones who do not; 
should be in the hands of every devotee of gun and rod in this country.

" but we should like to add that the work

NOTES OF INTEREST.

— „ pg ™

«2 f-1 fn * "■< Mr M >” 3/‘
on sending them to the West India Committee Rooms.
STILL ANOTHER. The Trinidad-Demerara cable was interrupted at 8.30 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 3rd, 

but communication was restored at 8 p.m on Dec^th.
FOR OUR COLLECTION. We have to thank the Rev L. R. 1 nomas, 01
small photographs of the Agricultural Show held this year in that Island.
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AD HOMINEM. In a spirited letter to The Signal de Genève, M. Negreiros, protesting against the state­
ments made regarding the labour question in San Thome and Principe, refers to the West India 
Committee as a “ Comité de quakers de Londres.”
DUTY FREE. Under the terms of the amended Canadian Tariff, oranges, limes, and lemons
formerly dutiable at 25 cents a box of 2| cubit ft. capacity, are to be admitted into the Dominion free 
of duty. Uncleaned rice or paddy is also placed on the free list.
CORRECTION. Owing to an obvious printer’s error, Sir Nevile Lubbock, in our report of the
annual meeting of the New Colonial Company, is stated to have said that the cost of a modern 
milling plant for sugar estate work was ^3,000—instead of ^30,000.
cacao CONTENTS. The cacao of some of the most important factories in Holland has been found, says 
the Worlds Commercial Products, to contain 29% to 30% of fat, 14% to 18% of albumenoids ; 5% to 9% 
of ash ; 4% to 5% of water: 0.6% to 1.5% of theobromine ; the rest consisting of starch.
COTTON IMPORTS. During the fortnight ended December 13th, 32 bales of West Indian cotton were 
Imported lnto th® United Kingdom. Good medium is quoted in Liverpool 6.5od. per lb. ; West 
AY?11?621 Isiand’ go°d medium, iSfd. per lb. ; medium fine, 19M. per lb.; fine, 2id. per lb. ; and 
extra nne, 23d. per lb. r

fND ?arty Canadlan commercial men will visit the West Indies this winter in the
interests of trade between Canada and the British West Indies. The gentlemen composing the 
deputation wdl sail by Messrs. Pickford & Black’s steamer the “ Olenda,” leaving Halifax on the 
and^^^Vt^ T 1S n° d°-U^ that the delegates will be well received infte West Indies 
and it is hoped that improved commercial relations will result

willing to receive pupils or 
tisements from such planters for thUomhialT We6f y Payment, lt: has been decided to insert adver­
be provided for this purpose. It is believed thafthis till' Util“1’“1” “ S?edal c?lumn which will 
into communication with the planters in the wL T J- 1 be the means of placing intending settlers 
from the number of enquiries iXh UI W1U Pr°Je °f mutual advantage, and

advantageous if morally supported t^en up™ æ™86'

Refinery and’the B^UzXe^^^ *Ugar fa<aori-. Rohrbach

year s working, the deficit for the former being 2^ U rr P show. considerable loss on last 
crowns (¿16,902). These figures savs the V; I?’I°4) a”d fo^
formation of the Austria-Hungarian cartel which hU Fabr^ant^e Sum, appear to justify fully the 
cartel has had the effect of a moZub^XJ^ UUU The CTeati°n ofthis
last, to lower the excise tax of 38 crowns per 100 kilos tUfi U Chamber of Deputies on October 5th 
to 10 crowns on other sorts, the object being to paraUse attemnTT °" m.loaves and cubes, and 
by cartels. In discussing the matter, Dr. Korytowskï noîntITAh TTiU pnce °f sugar artificially 
poweriess to repress cartels, the Brussels Convention had limitfUtU^ a though the Government were 
UVd°n Per 100 kilos’ and that ‘he working of anvUXm lr T by reducin« the Customs 
by this figure there being no relation between the operations f T°ng ' 1 refiners would be limited 
xcise tax. He regretted that the conditions of the finanrp f thpi Carte and the am°unt of the 

the latter, and he did not think that the increase in non aœs would not admit of any reduction on 
lowering the tax. at “e lncrease ln consumption would compensate the Government for

Wed., Dec.

n , THE EDITOR’S DIARY

to the
concluded.—Sir t^is

5-~-President 2d- îuæ‘- C°'°nial ^'hhion at the Royal

D_n House of Commons.-TTR^T^ Proposals passed the

y amyw at AvonmouthBeet, 9s. i|d..
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Thur., Dec.
Fri., Dec.

Sat., Dec.
Mon., Dec.

Tues., Dec.

Wed., Dec.

Thur., Dec.
Fri., Dec.

Sat., Dec.

Mon., Dec.

6 . Banquet of the British Cotton Growing Association in Manchester.—Beet, 9s ijd quiet
7 S ^d° qufet ’ 6 rep°rted ‘° have occurred >n St. Lucia, St. Vincent, aid Barbados.-Beet,

P M S P' ."Trent,” homeward, left New York, 3 pm.—Beet (morning call) qs oM quiet
to. Nobd peace ‘o President Roosevelt-The R.M.S.P “ Atrato ” arrived Southampton.-

™ 1 * ,M Magdalena outward arrived Barbados 6 p.m.—Beet, 8s. nd quiet
”■ 8s leCtUre °n ““ Colonial Press at the Royal ColonTal Institute.-Beet,

sceaay.
I2’ New constitution of the Transvaal published as a Parliamentary paper.—The R M S P “La Plata ’’ 

homeward left Barbados 8 a.m.—Beet, 8s. io^d., easier. • • •
13—Peremptory dissolution of the Reichstag by the Kaiser.—Beet, 8s. iod., dull.
14—The King and Queen of Norway left London on their return to Norway.—The West Riding judgment 

reversed by the House of Lords.—Beet, 8s. 8fd., quiet. ® J 8
I5-—The R.M.S “ Port Royal ” left Avonmouth.— The Great Northern, Piccadilly and Brompton Railway 

opened.—I rams on the Embankment in London started.—Beet (morning calf), 8s. 8d quiet
17.—Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co.’s new steamer “ Salaga’’ launched

COMING EVENTS.
Under this heading we shall be glad to insert notices of forthcoming meetings and fixtures likely to be of 

interest to those connected with the West Indies. The co-operation of our readers is invited.
Daily (Sun. excepted)—Mr. West’s animated photographs of the West Indies at the Polytechnic, Regent Street, at 3 p.m.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Under this heading we shall endeavour to answer any questions which may be put to us on matters of 

scientific, commercial or agricultural interest in connection with the West Indies. Readers asking such questions 
are requested to mark their envelopes “Enquiries.” Every effort will be made to print the replies to 
questions sent in before Friday, in the issue of The West India Committee Circular published on the 
following Tuesday. Correspondents requiring an answer by post are requested to enclose a stamped and addressed 
envelope for reply.

W. A. R.—Macknight’s work on “Food for the Tropics” gives the Pomelo as being another term for the Shaddock, 
but it is more commonly applied to the grape-fruit in the West Indies.

Tourist.—You need have no fear in connection with the West Indian climate. As a whole, even taking into con­
sideration what is commonly known as the sickly season, and the enormous infant mortality from neglect, the death rate 
is little, if at all, above that of the United Kingdom. In the winter months the climate compares favourably with any in 
the world.

THE WEST INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.
We invite the assistance of our Members with a view to making our record of movements of Civil Servants, 

in and connected with the British West Indies, as full and complete as possible.

Mr. N. Cox, Commissary of Taxation, British Guiana, has been granted an extension of leave of absence for six 
months from November 19th.

The Hon. N. Darnell Davis, C.M.G., Auditor-General, British Guiana, has returned to the Colony from leave of 
absence and resumed the duties of his office.

The Governor has been pleased to recognise Mr. S. H. McCormick as Acting Consul for Panama during the 
absence from Barbados of Mr. F. N. Martinez.

During the absence from St. Vincent of the Hon. J. G. Porter, Mr. Thomas R. Nairn has been appointed to act 
as an Unofficial Member of the Legislative Council.

Mr. W. F. Smartt, L.R.C.S., &c., Government Medical Officer, British Guiana, has been granted an extension of 
leave of absence for three months from December 25th next.

His Excellency the Governor of British Guiana has received a Warrant under His Majesty’s Sign Manual 
and Signet for the re-appointment of the Hon. B. Howell Jones and the Hon. D. M. Hutson, K.C., to be Members of 
the Executive Council of the Colony,

THE MAILS.
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company—Home Arrivals per R.M.S.P. “Atrato” (Capt. H. J. Boby), 

December 10th Mr. C. W. Anderson, Professor J. P. d’Albuquerque, Master d’Albuquerque, Mr. Bishop, Mr. E. G. 
Clairmonte Mr Tuan de Gutierrez, Rev. W. H. Parker, Mrs. G. C. de Rinzey and child, Mr. H. S. Smith, Mr. Seni, 
Mr and Mrs WE Watson, Mr. H. Woodall, Mr. T. M. Macdonald, Mr. A. Bartet, Mr. and Mrs. A. Carrigosa, Mr. L. 
Platon Mr A Vidal Mr. A. Gentini, Mr. Bernard, Mr. L. H. Callender, Mr. Abdul Ghotur, Mr. E. Jimmins, Mr. A. 
Kildanp Mr P C Ash Mr O. Bengtzon, Mr. T. Collins, Mr. Cole, Mr. O. Kilberg, Mr. S. Matthews, Mr. T. Olsen, 
Mr. W.E. Plowman, Mr. G. F. Robinson, Capt. W. C. Smith, Mr. J. Madahl, Mr. N. Nilsen, Mr. J. Pedersen, Mr. G. 
Pedersen, Mr. S. Thorsen.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “ Atrato ” (Capt. H. J. Boby), December 19th :-Mr Eric H. Streatfield, Major 
Fdward Beecher Mr Charles Freeman, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hargreave and son, Sir Frederick Treves, Bart., Lady breves Mr E S. Ruano, Mr. and Mrs. Alex. Tennant, Miss L Tennant, Mr. and Mrs. W D Shepherd, Mn and Mrs. 
Hnad Mr T Lemmermann Hon. W. S. and Mrs. Robertson, Lieut.-Col. and Mrs. Kaye and three children, Major J. R. 
King ’cil' the Hon E 1 Palk and Mrs. Palk. Mr. C. Romero, Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Clarke Mr Sidney W. Clarke, Mr. 
Alb^t White Mr W Emery Stark, Mrs. Young, Col. Fredk. H. Ward, Mrs. Kirkland, Mrs. Stirling, Mr. C. A. Bartlett,
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Mr. Wilhelm Jurgens, Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Venables Kyrke, Mr. Jno. W. Taylor, Mrs. Langlands Fraser, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. G. Porter, Miss J. Tracy, Miss G. Bateman, Mr. Ferdinand T. Bishop, Mr. Guturriez, Mr. Percy A. Arthur, the Hon. 
Thos. Cochrane. M.P., Mrs. Perkins, Mr. Emil Burtin, Mr. Richard Sellers, Mrs. G. Tait, Miss M. Tait Mr H Boon 
Mr. Frederick H. L. Morgan.
....... Ou™ARD BooKiNGs per “ R.M.S.P. “Thames” (Capt. Rudge), January 2nd, 1907:—His Excellency Ralph 
Wilhams, C.M.G., Mrs. Ralph Williams, Miss D. Dean, Mr. Hamilton Dean, A.D.C., Mr. Thomas Fitzherbert, 
Mr. Arthur Chamberlain, Miss M. Chamberlain, Mrs. Nettlefold, Mr. Edward Packard, Mr. E. B. Jarvis, His 
Honour Mr. Justice Smith, Mrs. Smith, and three children, Miss Mann, Mr. Norman Lamont,’ Miss Landale Mr. Paul 
von R. Garozynski Major-Genl. Jas. C. Dalton, R.A., Captain Vandaleur, R.A., Major Edwin B. Cook, Col. and Mrs. 
Hickman Morgan, Captain Chas. Morgan, Mr. and Mrs. Crush and two children, Miss Lamont, Mrs. Oliphant and child, 
Miss G. Hanbury, Rev. Canon Sloman, Mrs. Sloman, Col. Sir H. Hozier, Mr. G. W. Wolff, M P Miss Mav Sir 
1. c. Hayner, K.C. - ’

Outward Bookings per R.M.S.P. “Trent” (Capt. A. P. Dix), January 16th —Mrs C Clarke Mr and Mrs 
Mr ^Ts^rX^^^^ MiSS Shep5e™’ Mr' and Mrs' R Mor^an- Miss F w Burton, Mr. Rolit Boyle, 
Air G’A>rS' % ’ Mr- Fryer- Junr., Major and Mrs. Montgomerie, Mr. Charles Parke, Mr J Ivelaw Chaoman 
Mr. and Mrs. Obregon, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Burton, Lt.-Col. H. G. Barrowes, R.F.A.» Miss Murley^ Mr and Mrs *C R

Mr Sir V- Tan"“' K C B - Tanner. Mn and
pi”; t L. Koos, Mr. Geo. Moody Stuart Mr. Nathaniel Ross Mr
T P d’Älh^’ M1SS ‘a/tMaw’ Baul Van Tieghan de Ten Berghe, two Misses Herry, Mr H B Phillips Professor

M^OTChaS- C- W- Miss da Costa,yMr.

OwA» The ’mPeriaI. Direct West India Mail Co., Ltd.—Home Arrivals per RMS “Port Roval 
Owen Jones), December 5th.-Mr and Mrs. R. G. Gooden Chisholm, Mr. E. G. Ford Mrs J Do^lS M^ 
C. F. Rawson, Serg. and Mrs. Hornby, C. S. M. McKenzie and Wife, Mr. John Shaw, Mr T Williams Mllhken’ Mr

Lawrence Tate, Mrs. Vickess. Mr. C B7yan Mss C M‘‘ A' H PearCe’ Miss
Masters, Mr. R. B. Nicholson, Mr. C. H. Bailey. y’ M ‘ Godirey' Mr- J- T Loncke, Rev. Martin, Mr.

Outward Bookings per R.M.S. “Port Kingston” KW t r r> \
A. J G. Austin, Mrs Austin and Child, Captain and Mrs Abe? Miss b'iaT M°nT ’ P^ember 29th. Jamaica.—Mr. 
Copeland, Miss Cotterell, Miss Cousin, the Right Hon the E^l Mn T W’ Carr’ Miss
Mr I. J. Davis> Mr. w. Howell Da;ies> E ^J633^. Dudley, Mr. A. N. Dixon,
Right Hon. Arnold Foster, M.P., Mrs Arnold Foster and child m M,SS Crum Ewing, Mr. Ford,
Head, Miss Head, Miss Humble,’Miss Mrs W W 1 Ga2T Mr’ Hutton- Rev W
Lower, Miss Landale, Miss Leigh, the Hon. Alex McDonnell" Mr V S' H Hudson Kinahan, Rev. B J.

Parkinson> Mr- H. Ormely, Mr. J. H. Havard Protheroe’Mr Mackenzie, Master W. Munn, Master D. Munn, 
C.M.G Mrs Pearson, Captain W. W. Rhodes Mr H TTÄ PaWSey' Mr A A Pearson,
Rae, Mr. C. H. Rugg, Dr. Thomas Savage, Mr. M. C. Solomon Mr and MrI D Randall> Mrs and Miss
Hom Mrs. Trench and Child, Mr. Todd, Miss Vaughan Ueut’ A C W^rd m MlSSes Sidebottom, the
Barbados.-Mr. W. Abbott, Mrs. W. Abbott, Miss Carter C‘ d’ MrS' Ward’ Mr' Wright. Mrs. Wright.

mail arrangements.
Date.

Dec. ig

Outward Mails.
Destination. Port of Dep.

Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada, Company. Packet. Closing for 
Letters in Ldn.

and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi-

>. 22
,, 22

............... Southampton
Barbados and Trinidad ............... Liverpool
Barbados, Dominica, Grenada

R.M.S.P.Co. 
Leyland Line

‘ ‘ Atrato ”
‘ ‘ Barbadian ’ ’

Dec. 18, mdn’t. 
.. 21, 6pm

St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and

,, 28
Trinidad............... n,

Barbados. Trinidad and Demerara’ i?artmouth Direct Line ‘ ‘ Statia ’ ’

29 
Jan. 2

and other West India Islands ... fGlasgow 
Barbados and Jamaica ... .. Avonmmith
Barbados (for St. Vincent, Grenada AVOnmouth

Direct Line 
I.D.W.I.M.S.

Salybia ’ ’ 
“ Port Kingston

,, 27, 6 p.m.
,, 28, J6p.m.and Demerara), St. Lucia, Domi-

mca and Trinidad ................ Southampton
Letters to be addressed per private S S “ Rfatio ” •
J" Sal^-” a

R.M.S.P.Co.
Dartmouth.

‘ ‘ Thames ’ ’ Jan. 1, mdn't.

Date.
Bec. 24
Jan. 2

Homeward Mails. 
Where From, _

The West Indies ... ... ArPlvah Company.
Jamaica ............... Southampton ... R.M.S P Cn

Avonmouth ... I.D.W.I.M.S.
Packet.

La Plata' ’ 
Port Henderson''

o . WEATHER TELEGRAMS

P"“1-), December 10th.
“ Weather all that can be desired.

“ Some rain has
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fallen generally since last message.” December 12th. “ Heavy rain interfering considerably with 
grinding on the East Coast.” December 14th. “No rain since last message on East Coast.” 
Jamaica ( he Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended December 5th. Port Antonio : 
November 29th to December 5th “ Fine.” Kingston : “ Fine.”

EXPORTS OF PRODUCE FROM THE WEST INDIES.
Barbados. British Guiana. Jamaica. Trinidad. Grenada.

Jan I to Nov. 26 Jan. I to Nov. 22. April I to Nov. ii. Jan. I to Nov. 24. Oct. I to Nov. 26.
1906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905 1906 1905

Sugar 49,922 41,768 Tns. 00.359 75.517 Tons. 8848 7194 Tons. 507,152 28o,329Bgs.&Brls.

Molasses ..............

Rum .............

61,099 38,744 Pns. 3367 2471 Puns.
/ 3016 2887Puns. x
1 266 178 Tres. k
1 102 165 Brls. /

13,091 13,424 Puns. 1,026,612 762,505 Galls. 1388 349 Puns.
Cattle Food and

Molascuit 9106 7150 Tons.
Cacao......................... 28,017 53,797 lbs. 37,104 17,680 Cwts. 22,376,420 33,469,855 lbs. 3012 7348 Bags
Coffee......................... ... 19,169 19,272 ,, 16,960 11,930 ,,
Coconuts .............. 52,188 256,071 4,668,612 3,290,752 10,869,615 9,833,217
Copra.........................
Cotton .............. 16,882 38,484 lbs.

17,502 9895 Bags.

Cotton Seed
Asphalt ...
Oranges .............. 37,447,854 55,035,688

129,258 101,653

Bananas .............. 11,653,503 10,973,5°oStms.
Pimento .............. 52,029 58,629 Cwts. J

□.

663 1159 Brls.
Spice......................... ... 88 151 j-Brls.
Gold ......................... 81.435 84,501 ozs. 0. 76 90 Cases
Diamonds.............. 3006 5258 carats. (A

ii 26 Bags,
Rice ......................... 1,327,599 39J95 lbs.

SOME WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
The Bank Rate stands at ft per cent. (changed on October igth, 1906), and Consols (2^- per cent.') are 

quoted 86f.
Present 
Amount.

Stock or 
Shares. Paid. Dividend. Price.

100,0001. Stock. Antigua - - 4 per cent. Redeemable 1919-44............... 100 102-104
375,000!. // Barbados - - 3 J „ 1925-42............... 100 3i% 98-101
194,5001. ,/ British Guiana 4 , . 1935............... 100 4% 106-108
123,6701. A Grenada - - 4 , , 1917-42... 100 4% 100-102
1,098,9071. ft Jamaica - - 4 , , 1934... 100 4% 108-110
85,479h n St. Lucia - - 4 „ „ 1919-44... 100 4% 102-104

422,5931. f. Trinidad - - 4 „ 1917-42............... 100 4% 100-102
600,000!. « Trinidad - - 3 , Inscribed Stock 1922-44............... 100 3% 86-88

100,000 20 The Colonial Bank ¿6 7% 6-6i

600,000!. Stock. Royal Mail Steam Packet Company Ord. Stock............... 100 — 53-55
900,0001. Stock. „ „ „ „ „ Pref. Stock............... 100 5% 91-93
203,400 Stock. Imperial Direct West India Mail Service 4^% 1st Mtge. Deb. 100 4l % 90-93

26,763 5 New Colonial Co., Ltd., 5 — i-i
46,874 

347,500!.
5 , „ „ „ 5 % Non-Cum. Pref. 5 — 2f-3i

Stock. „ „ „ 4 % 1st Mtge. Deb. Stock red. 100 4% 81-83
345,000!. 100 New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, 6% Deb. TOO 6% 99-102

165,000!. Stock. Demerara Railway Company Original Stock ............... 100 — 19-22
115,0001. 
31,250 
70,0001.

Stock. , 7 % Preference ............... 100 4 % 101-104
IO

Stock.
, 4 % Extension Preference...

„ , 4 % Perpetual Deb. Stock
IO

100
4s.
4 %

8-9 
94-96

65,500!. 100 Direct West India Cable Co., 4$% Reg. Debs, (within 
Nos. 1 to 1200) red. .................................................... 100 101-103

5 Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd............................... ¿2 IO O 6 % —

37,900!. IOO
Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd. 4£% 1st Mtge. Deb.

(within 1 to 1200) red......................................................... IOO 4Ì % 100|-102i

10,000
88,321

5 
IO

Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd.
W I. & Panama Tel. Company, Ltd. Ordinary ...............  

, 6% Cum. 1st Pref.

5 
IO 

IO

5 %

5s. 7i-7f
34.563 IO

_ _ . 2nd * IO 5f-6f
4,669 

8o,oool.
IO

IOO
* * J , . 5% Deb ............... IOO 5% 101-104
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THE PRODUCE MARKETS’ SUMMARY.
Sugar. The one important question which is affecting the Market at the present time is the Cuba crop now 

started. Extravagant guesses are being made by authorities in the Island, suggesting a possible yield of 1,500,000 tons, 
°5 Siau 300,000 Jons over last year. This may possibly prove correct if they have six months favourable weather and if 
the labour question does not upset their optimistic views, two very important items in such a question as this. To gauge 
the extent of a beet root crop to be worked in three months, after the first month’s results have become known, is not an 
^possible task, but to fix the amount of a tropically grown crop needing six months for its production is a task that 
should tax the prophetic spirit of the most venturesome of writers. This is the more difficult in the case of this season's 

a C5°P’ ior aPart from the Question of the weather, the uncertainties surrounding labour leave many loopholes through 
which half a million tons could easily slip It will be wise, therefore, to watch with a jealous eye all that takes place in

1 Tn progress of the crop, for on that depends the course of prices for the spring and summer of next
year In the meantime Refiners and the Trade continue their hand to mouth policy in buying, and will doubtless do so 
for a long time to come. With fluctuations, 88 % beet marks a decline of 4|d. for the.fortnight

The quotations of 88% beet on the 17th December, were;—December, 8s. 7?d. ; Tanuary/March 8s 10W 
May, gs. o^d. ; August, 9s. 2|d., and October/December, 1907, 8s. n^d., all free on board, Hamburg. ’ * "

The Visible Supplies of Sugar in Europe and North America

Europe
United States 
Cuba...
Afloat

Total 
Quotations of 88% Beet,

uneven dates are ason
1906 1905 1904 1903 1902

2,920,000 2,970,000 2,630,000 3,190,000 3,000,000130,000 180,000 110,000 100,000 150,000
— 60,000 — 120,000 50,00030,000 10,000 40,000 70,000 50,000

3,080,000 3,220,000 2,780,000 3,480,000 3,250,000
8s. 7fd. 8s. 2d. 13s. 9£d. 8s. 4£d. 8s. 2£d.

will be seen by the statement at foot, and the excellent

Tons

17th Dec. :
Vacuum Pan Sugar.—Deliveries continuequality of the DemerarasuSaiSvi^ Se?n ‘he statement at foot, and the excellent

at prices ranging from 16s. 6d. to 17s. od. raisins’ the^alnA of ry attractlve 5? the Trade, and has readily been absorbed
generally low, some of the best not exceeding as *d Thi« avera?® qualities to 16s. gd. The duties, too, have been
imitations are selling at 15s. 3d The value of a Qö^entrifnaal espec,ally satisfactory in the face of the fact that refined
in bond. 3 Ot a 96 centnfuSal cargo to refiners remains about 10s. 3d. on floating terms

Paid. W

bond = n°minal'y I4s. 6d. to 15s. duty paid, and S9 test to Refiners about 9s. in

West India Figures since 1st Jan.: 
Imports...
Deliveries 
Stocks, 10th Dec.

Quotations of average qualities, 17th Dec. : ... 1

Rum.—Board of Trade Returns for n months 
Home Consumption 
Stocks 30th Nov. ...

1906. 1905. 1904. 1903.49,000 38,000 40,000 23,00047,000 39.000 46,000 40,00011,000 9000 7000 12,000
16s. 9d. 15s. Od. 22s. Od. 15s. 9d.

Stocks in London :—10th Dec.
Jamaica 
Demerara ... 
Total of all kinds

1906.
7500
3100

. . ------ ••• 17,600
Demerara is in good demand, and about 1000

1906.
3,498,000 
6 >799.000 

1905.
7500
4200

19,000

1905- 
3,466,000 
7.393.000

1904.
9100
4800

20,600

1902.
58,000 Tons.
42,000 ,,
29,000

14s. 9d.
1904.

3,463,000 Galls.
8,805,000 ,, 
1903 •
9600 Puns.
6700

26,000of is. 2d to is. 3|d. ^maica^onlinues^e^^ f the factory range
Foreign kinds are ouoted is. to tr Home ¿nsumptioÄForeign kinds are quoted is. to is. 4d. 
printed above).

Cocoa.—Board of Trade Returns for n months • 
Imports ...
Home Consumption 
Stocks 30th Nov. 

Stocks in London :—10th Dec. 
Trinidad................  
Grenada................

1906. 
21,850 
18,478

3110 
1906.
7700
4000

45.600

1905. 
13,000 
10,300

1905- 
21,442 
18,474

4216

1904.
24.737 Tons. 
i8-367

5565 ,,
1903-1904.

23.600
11,100

12,000 Bags.
6900 ,,Total of all kinds ... ...

On the eve of the departure of the last Mail when this”'

15 Sh°Wn ‘he

7jd “: °f WeS‘

Of Smgaporeeand Penang, /24 10s. to ¿25. J common 56s. to 58s., middling to fine 62s to ««^ ^anufactur>ng

A> • . iu 05s. Copra : value

— 61,600
Summary ” was

83,600 
already in print, 50.330 ,,

another important
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