


[CIRCULAR.]

West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

May, 1886.

Mr. Forster.—A resolution was forwarded to Mrs. Forster “ expressing deep regret at the death of the 

Right Hon. W. E. Forster, M.P., who had, proved himself to be a true friend of the British West India Colonies. 

The benefit of his wide experience, derived from a careful and long-continued study of colonial affairs, was always 

available for the promotion of the prosperity of all classes of people in the colonies; and the independent judgment 

and warm sympathy with which that experience was brought to bear, especially when matters of great importance 

were under consideration, rendered his co-operation of the highest value, and deserving of grateful remembrance by 

all who take an interest in the welfare of a group of colonies, comprising some of the earliest possessions of the 

British Crown.” The following acknowlegdment was received:—“ Wharfeside, Burley in Wharfedale, Leeds, 

April 16th, 1886. To the Secretary. Sir,—Will you convey to the Committee of West India Planters and 

Merchants my sincere thanks for the resolution which you have forwarded to me, expressive of their deep regret 

for the loss of my dear husband, and their high estimate of his constant and sympathetic efforts to promote the 

prosperity of all the British Colonies.—I remain, Sir, yours faithfully, Jane Forster.”

United States Convention.—The following letter has been addressed to the Colonial Office:—11 April 19th, 

1886. The Earl Granville, K.G., &c., &c. My Lord,—I am desired by the West India Committee to call your 

attention to the telegram in the Times of this day, stating that the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of 

Representatives of the United States has reported in favour of a Bill authorizing the President to invite Mexico and 

the Central and South American nations to join the United States in an International Conference at Washington to 

discuss and recommend plans for improving the commercial relations between the various countries. Your Lordship 

is aware that a draft Convention for improved commercial relations between the United States and the British West 

India Colonies is now awaiting further progress, and I am most earnestly to request that Her Majesty’s Government 

would be pleased to communicate by telegraph with Sir L. Sackrille West with a view of obtaining the consent of 

the United States Government to'include representatives from the British West India Colonies in the proposed 

Conference on commercial relations.—I am, etc., (Signed,) J. L. Ohlson, Secretary.”

A reply was received on April 24th stating that Lord Granville was communicating with the Foreign Office 

on the subject.

Countervailing Duties.—The memorial to the Chancellor of the Exchequer in favour of a countervailing 

duty of 2s. per cwt. on foreign refined sugar above No. 20, Dutch standard; and foreign beet-root sugar, below
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No. 20, was forwarded to the Chancellor of the Exchequer before the Budget, with all the signatures which had 

then been, obtained. The following acknowledgment was received: “Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, S.W., 

April 19th, 1886. Sir,—I am desired by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 15th inst. enclosing the memorial connected with the sugar cane industries, and to say that the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer regards the system of foreign bounties as one which is thoroughly unsound, but that 

he has not been able to deal with the question in the Budget. I am, &c., (Signed) Stanhope.”

The petition still lies for signature at the West India Committee Rooms, 51, Lime Street, London.

German Beet.—The production for the seven months, from 1st September to end of March, 1885-6 

was 757,253 tons, against 1,076,660 tons in same period, 1884-5. The stocks, however, in Germany, were 

in March, 1886, 291,500 tons against 238,050 last year. The deliveries show a decrease, being in seven months 

to end of March 1886, 578,391 tons against 859,411 tons in 1884-5. The consumption in Germany is not 

increasing, averaging since 1881 about 360,000 tons a year. The German crop for 1885-6 is estimated at above 
Xni the- $otyrng8 forr vre

800,000 tons, chswing poasiHyMO or 20 per cent, increase over last year’s sowings.

Beet.—Estimates vary so much as to be practically worthless, but an increase of 250,000 tons is suggested 

by Licht’s Circular, which docs not take any responsibility for the figures. In France and Belgium, sowings are 

in full progress. They are just being commenced in Germany.

Usines in French Colonies*—Reports for 1886 of Martinique Usines are lying at the West India 

Committee Rooms.

German Bounties.—Hen* Gehlert made a speech in the Reichstag recently on the Sugar Duties Bill. 

He did not object to a subvention, but thought its amount should be definitely stated. He objected to “issuing 

blank drafts on the Imperial Exchequer, the ultimate amount of which could not be estimated by ten millions of 

marks.” The speaker objected to a fixed yield because of the inequalities of working in the numerous factories. 

He complained of the want of information regarding production and consumption, and the quantity of molasses 

sugar which escapes taxation. He pointed out that the tax on raw material wrapped up a system of bounties from 

the Exchequer which no one would openly defend, and that a fixed yield only benefits estates that are favourably 

situated. He then gave the following sketch of the growth of the sugar industry which was just forty years old : 

“ Through its own natural vigour it developed slowly, but steadily, until the second half of 1870, and until then it 

was one of the most valuable branches of our natural production. Since that time it has been subventioned by the 

State, at a cost to the country of over 150 million marks, and its present great extension is entirely due to this 

subvention. Certainly if magnitude and soundness are things that mutually create one another, then, undoubtedly, 

the sugar industry within the last ten years has become sound to an extraordinary degree. In factories it is said that 

400 to 500 million marks arc invested, and 50,000 work-people employed in them. But, in the year when the crisis 

came, the state subvention was fully forty million marks. Now, calculate in any way you like, take the invested 

capital of 400 to 500 millions, this subvention of about 40 millions gives the sugar factories an a priori dividend of 

eight per cent, to ten per cent. If you like to look at it in another way, take the work-people into account, then,
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this means that the State has paid the total wages of the workmen for that industry, for the 50,000 workmen will 

hardly have received in wages more than about 40 million marks.” How is it, after all, the speaker asks, that 

there are numerous bankruptcies, reduced value of factories, thousands of workmen thrown idle, accumulated 

stocks, and ‘‘infamously low prices?” The speaker strongly advocated the abolition of the tax on the raw 

material, and an International Convention to abolish bounties.

The estimates (Licht) of the continental beet sugar production in 1885-86 will compare with the two

previous campaigns as follows :—
1885-86.

German Empire........................Tons of 1000 kilos. 800,000
Austria Hungary ................... ,, ,, ,, 342,500
France ................................... ,, ,, ,, 290,000
Russia and Poland ............... ,, ,, ,, 525,000
Belgium.................................... ,, ,, ,, 50,000
Holland and other countries. . ,, ,, ,, 37,500

1884-85.
. .. 1,155,000 .

558,000
308,000 .

. . . 387,000 .
88,000 .
50,000 .

1883-84.
t. 986,000 
. .. 446,000 
. . . 474,000 
... 308,000 
. . . 107,000 

40,000

Total tons........................... 2,045,000 2,546,000 2,361,000

Showing a less production of about 621,000 tons.

If we add the estimates of the cane sugar crops, viz. :—

1885-86. 1884-85, 1883-84.
Cuba........................................ 640,000 .... 627,800 .... 560,900
Porto Rico............................... 40,000 .... 60,000 .... 65,000
Trinidad.................................... 52,000 .... 65,700 .... 59,800
Barbados ........ ...................... 48,000 .... 60,700 .... 56,000
Jamaica................................... 19,000 .... 18,000 .... 20,000
Antigua and St. Kitt’s.......... 20,000 .... 20,000 .... 23,000
Martinique............................... 40,000 .... 38,800 .... 49,400
Guadeloupe ........ .................. 45,000 .... 41,200 .... 55,300
Demerara ................................ 100,000 .... 96,000 .... 126,000
Reunion.................................... 36,000 .... 37,000 .... 37,800
Mauritius ............................... 105,000 .... 128,000 .... 120,460
Java ........................................ 320,000 .... 380,000 .... 311,400
British Indies ....................... 50,000 .... 45,000 .... 60,000
Brazil....................................... 190,000 .... 269,000 .... 359,000
Manila, Cebu, and Iio Ho.... 220,000 .... 203,400 .... 123,000
Louisiana............................... 110,000 .... 94,500 .... 128,400
Peru ..................................... . 40,000 .... 35,000 .... 25,000
Egypt........................................ 65,000 .... 40,000 .... 30,000

Together .......................2,140,000 2,260,100 2,210,400
This will give including Beet. 2,045,000 2,545,889 2,360,314

A total production of .......... 4,185,000 4,805,989 4,570,714
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The following figures of production and consumption for the sugar season July 1st, 1885, to June 30th, 

1886, have been forwarded by Mr. J. Ernest Tinne, of Liverpool:—

The Sugar Season, July 1st , 1885, to June 30th, 1886.

Production.
Tons.

Consumption.
Tons.

Production.
Tons.

Consumption.
Tons.

Germany........................... 800,000 .... 350,000 1 Australia........................... 280,000 .... 200,000
France............................... 280,000 .... 360,000 New Zealand ................... .... .... 40,000
Russia............................... 525,000 .... 350,000 Turkey and Syria .......... .... .... 60,000
Belgium ......................... 50,000 .... 50,000 Norway and Sweden .... .... .... 40,000
Holland ........................... 37,000 50,000 Denmark........................... .... .... 60,000
Austria. ........................... 343,000 240,000 Switzerland....................... .... .... 20,000
Spain ............................... 15,000 15,000 Portugal ........................... .... .... 35,000
Cuba................................... 630,000 50,000 Canada............................... .... .... 150,000
Java................................... 320,000 20,000 Argentine States............... 30,000 .... 100,000
Louisiana........................... 150,000 Greece............................... .... .... 10,000
Sandwich Islands .......... 100,000 - - . - 10,000 Africa (Morocco, Natal, &c.) SO.W .... 60,000
United States America . .
Fiji.................................... 20,000

.... 1,400,000 Italy................................... .... .... 80,000

Peru and Chili...................
Brazil ...............................
Mauritius and Reunion ..

100,000
200,000
140,000

....
50,000
40,000
5,000

Add stocks carried over on 
1st July, 1885, from

5,085,000 5,395,000

Manila............................... 220,000 .... 10,000
previous years............... 1,000,000

Egypt ............................... 80,000 .... 20,000 Total supply to 1st July,
Demerara...........................
West Indies.......................

100,000
200,000

.... 10,000
20,000

1886...............................
Deduct consumption for

6,085,000

Martinique & Guadeloupe.
Mexico................... ............
Honduras...........................

75,000
20,000
20,000

....
5,000

15,000
15,000

12 months.......................

Stock carried over on 1st

5,395,000

China ...............................
United Kingdom...............

300,000

* * *

295,000
1,160,000

India excluded

July, 1886 ...................

from above return.

690,000

Demerara, May 6th.—Heavy rains. Barbados, May 1st.—Good reaping weather. Trinidad, 

5th May.—Wet weather retards sugar making. Latest from Cuba, good harvesting weather. Porto Rico, reports 

bad yield. Brazil and Mauritius, dry but at time of report not too much injury to canes. Reunion, drought 

broken up, prospect of fair crop.

Board of Trade Returns.—The principal features are, for the four months to end of April, the imports of 

United States sugar into United Kingdom were 22,600 tons, against 28,500 same time last year. Refined sugar 

from coimtries not specified, but probably Russia, 29,700 tons, against 89 tons last year. Total refined imported 

105,403, against 86,000 in 1885. Imports of raw from Germany were 75,000 tons, against 177,000 tons same 

period last year. Total raw imported 295,000 tons, against 375,000 tons for the four months of 1885.

By order,
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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West India Committee.—Meeting, 27th May. Resolved that a General Purposes Committee be formed 
from the subscribing members to take charge of general or common questions, with power to refer special 
questions, connected with particular colonies, to Special Committees, nominated by the General Purposes 
Committee. The following were nominatedjnembers of the General Purposes Committee, with power to add :— 
Sir G. H. Chambers, Mr. W. Tennant, Mr. W, Middleton Campbell, Mr. A. Miles, Mr. R. M. Harvey, 
Mr. C. Washington Eves, Mr. A. P. Marryat, Mr. J. McConnell, Mr. D. C. Da Costa, Mr. T. J. Wilkinson, 
Mr. W. P. B. Shepheard, Mr. C. Gillespie, Mr. P. Wade, and Mr. Gaviller.

United States Convention.—-Correspondence proceeding. Colonial Office whites, 28th May, Sir L. West 
communicated with as to representation of W.est Indian Colonies, at Washington International Conference on 
Trade Relations. The bearing of Mr. Bryce’s recent statements in Parliament as to favoured-nation clauses upon 
above Convention is being considered. Also, Anglo-Spanish Treaty, as involving light of Spain to demand removal 
of bounties oh sugar imported into the United Kingdom, further movement in regard to Convention stopped by 

political crisis, as well as presentation of memorial in favour of countervailing duties to Chancellor of Exchequer. 
Mr. Baden-Powell’s motion on Bounties is fixed for 22nd June, but will not be proceeded with.

Sugar in Brewing.—Memorials have been presented to Government to oppose Beer Adulteration Bill No. 
66, as restricting use of Sugar in Brewing. Bill stands for Committee June 23.

Cinchona Statistics.—Government have been requested to obtain these from Consul in Java for a 
series of years.

Sugar Cane Plant.—Under date 30th November, 1885, Colonial Office was requested to move Govern
ments of British Guiana, Trinidad, and Jamaica to take* action to improve Sugar Cane. Committee suggested 
that each Government should set apart 100 acres of land on which cane should be grown, and that a careful 
selection of the best plants from year to year should be re-sown, the object being by careful selection to produce 
the finest plants, constantly improving in size, prolificness, early maturity, and saccharine quality. Letter 
referred to Kew. Mr. Morris,- by desire of Mr. Dyer, writes May 13, recapitulating efforts made to supply fresh 
varieties of Cane to West Indies, and suggesting that all that was necessary had been done. Committee replied 
8,th June, to Lord Granville, that sufficient had not been done, and strongly urging again their proposal of 
November 30, 1885, as it is not the mere addition of varieties that is required, but a careful selection of the 
best specimens of varieties now cultivated,. and the. steady cultivation of these. Appreciation of. services 
rendered by Kew was also expressed.

St. Vincent.—The petition praying for a constitution similar to that of Jamaica, whereby the people may 
have control over taxation and expenditure, and a legitimate share in legislation through their elected 
representatives, has been presented to the Lords by the Earl of Dunraven, and to the Commons by Mr. Baden- 
Pqwell, M.P.

A New Sugar.—Dr- Fahlberg, pf New York, writes that by mixing Starch or Grape Sugar with a 
composition called “ Saccharin,” made by benzoic acid, a substitute for Cane Sugar is found. Patents are being 
applied for in Germany. The principal argument* of the inventor seems to be tliat such a composition would be 
harmless to men and dogs.

New German Law.—Tax on Roots, 1 .mark, 70 pf. Drawback from August 1st, 1886t to 30th September. 
1887, m. 18. From October, 1887, m. 17. 25. For Loaf Sugar, m. 22. 20 to October 31st, 1887 ; and after, 
m. 21. 56. This law continues the principle of the tax on roots, and it shows a desire to export white, sugars for 
direct consumption. At the usual computation of 1,000 kilos, per ton, and 20 marks to the £, the bounty will be 
reduced from 36s. as at present, after October, 1886, to 27s., and after October, 1887, to 19s, 6d., at 9 tons beet 
to 1 sugar; and from 20s. to:2s. 6d., at 10 tons. It takes, on the average, 9| tons roots to make 1 ton sugar 
in Germany.

German Beet.--The production for the seven months, from 1st. September to end of April, 1885-6, was 
767,253 tons, against 1,102,230 tons in same period. 1884-5, The stocks, however, in Germany were in April, 
1886, 225,300 tons against 187,600 last year. The deliveries show a decrease, being in seven months to end of
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April, 1886, 654,833 tons against 935,561 tons in 1884-5. The consumption in Germany is not increasing, 
averaging since 1881 about 360,000 tons a year. The weather during May in Germany was such that field 

work began in some districts. The present state of the beet fields is reported fully satisfactory. The figures 
given in last Circular of Continental Beet production remain unchanged. The increase in the area planted for 
coming season is estimated (Licht) to produce 350,000 tons, but if Russia decreases, owing to expected cessation 
of bounties in July, the surplus over 1885-6 may only be 225,000 tons in Continental Beet.

Other Continental Beet.—Eight months production in Austria-Hungary from September to April, 
1885-6, 326,026 tons against 526,609. Consumption averages 190,000 tons per year. French Beet: Eight 
months to 15th of April, production 277,732 tons raw sugar value against 293,171. Russian exports from 
beginning of season to April 1, to Europe and Asia, were 120,000 tons raw sugar valtie.

Stocks.—The visible Stocks of Sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes) in May 990,554 tons 
against 1,017,670 in 1885 : in United States, 104,009 against 121,238; Havana, 116,881 against 97,598,. 
Total Stocks. 1,211,444 against 1,236,506.

Board of Trade Returns.—The principal features are, for the five months to end of May, the imports of 
United States sugar into United Kingdom were 26,750 tons, against 48,988 same time last year. Refined sugar 
from Russia, 32,643 tons, against 95 tons last year. Total refined imported, 128,147, against 119,116 in .1885 
Imports of raw from Germany were 107,747 tons, against 214,514 tons same period last year. Total raw 
imported, 380,111 tons, against 475,209 tons for the five months of 1885.

APPROXIMATE COCOA CROPS, 1885.
Tons. Tons. । '/lo

Guayaquil........................... 10,940 | Central America .. .. 4,250 I St. Vincent ................ 15

Trinidad ....................... 6,500 French Guiana ............... 100 Guadeloupe ....................... 180
Venezuela........................... 5.000 I Ceylon.................................... 625 । British Guiana.................... 160

Grenada ....................... 2,400 | Philippines ........................ 400 St. Domingo and Hayti. . . . 300
Brazil.................................. 7,500 Dominica........................... 170 । Martinique............................ 500
Africa............................... 1,500 ; Jamaica................................ 120 I Mexico................................ 1,000'*
Surinam........................... 976 St. Lucia............................ 200 I Reunion ........................... 50

The total Cocoa crop of the world may be put at from 45,000 to 50,000 tons a year. The United Kingdom 
receives for consumption, 7,300 tons; France, 12,000 tons (stocks in France, 30th April, 1886, 5,631 tons); 
North, South, and Central America, 6,000 tons; Spain, 10,000 tons; the remainder consumed in Germany 
(2,500), Italy (5,000), and other countries, in smaller quantities.

Guayaquil crops for 1880, 15,250 tons; 1881, 9,960; 1882, 9,045; 1883, 6,755; 1884, 7,965; 1885, 
10,940. The first five months of 1886, receipts are telegraphed as 10,000 tons, and crop is likely to reach 
16,500. Trinidad shipments, to May 15th, have unexpectedly exceeded last year; weather favourable for cocoa 
crop. In Grenada, efforts continue to be made to improve quality; planting is steadily extending, but severe 
droughts since 1883, have checked increase of production. Shipments in 1886 are at present short, and year’s 
crop will probably show decrease as compared with 1885. Late showers will help the middle picking, but the 
total may not much exceed 30,000 bags. In St. Lucia, unfavourable weather has interfered with expected 
increase, but larger exports are certain in two or three years time. In Tobago the cultivation is being 
introduced, for which there are large tracts of suitable land. The Surinam crop goes mainly to United States of 
America, cultivation extending, but drought affected last two crops; in 1881, 1,615 tons ; 1882, 1,071; 1883, 
1,618; 1884, 1,363; 1885, 976.

Barbados.—June 7th. Good reaping weather.
Trinidad.—June 2nd. Weather continued wet.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
________________ ni

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular, should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
of One Guinea, and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 

to present members free.
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West India Committee.—Meeting of General Purposes Committee, 24th June. Any meetings on 

question^ relating to particular colonies were left to the discretion of the chair, without calling first a meeting 
of General Purposes Committee. New members, at one guinea subscriptions, nominated, and form of election 
decided/ Communication from St. Vincent proprietors as to export duties in that island, considered. (Further 
information on this point to be sent to the Secretary. Parliamentary proceedings on West India questions 
suspended by dissolution.

Liverpool Association.—Annual Meeting, June 22nd. New appointments (British Guiana) should be at 
reduced salaries. Public Works’ staff should be reduced. Loans should be carefully watched. (These opinions 
agree with those of a Demerara Meeting held in London June 21st, at which the present public expenditure 
of the Colony was discussed.)

United States Convention.—Foreign Secretary states (18th .June) in reply to Mr. Baden-Powell that the 
representation of the British West Indies at Washington Conference of South American Countries on trade 
relations too hypothetical at present for British Government to take action. Matter making progress, however, 
in British Guiana and Barbados. In Court of Policy (June 8th), Messrs. Bascom & Muljigan carried a resolution 
for the necessary expenses of representing British Guiaua at such Conference, and Governor agreed to put 
estimate before Combined Court. Barbados Commercial Hall call attention of Secretary of, State (7th June) to 
the inconsistency of the Foreign Office giving the American Government the impression that Lord Granville’s 
despatch of February 12th, 1885, was the close of the specific negotiation for Convention ; whereas Col. Stanley, 
Colonial Secretary, writes Governor Robinson, August 24th, 1885, that negotiations were pending, as the 
reason for not confirming Barbados Fiscal Act.

Sugar Bounties.—Another Conference in London, to be followed by Parliamentary action, will be arranged 
as soon as possible. r

St. Lucia.—Official correspondence can be seen at Office regarding an ordinance to authorize formation of 
a Company, with a capital of £100,000, with a Colonial (St. Lucia) guarantee for 20 years at 6 per cent, on 
loans to planters on security of lands and crops. The Secretary of State did not approve, and the ordinance fails.

France..—New Law continues surtax of 7 francs on raw sugar from Europe to 31st August, 1888. The 
discount on the duty (for supposed loss in manufacture) on French Colonial sugar is increased from 12 to 24 per 
cent, to place French colonial producers of cane on an equality with native beet. The Law of July, 1884, is 
otherwise continued. From September 1887. the quantities of sugar subject to duty will be estimated 
according to the weight of roots per 100 kilos. :—Crop, 1887-8, 6J kilos, of refined ; 1888-9, 6|; 1889-90, 6|; 
1890-1, 7. The weather is favourable in France, but rather too dry.

Beet.—The weather is dry and hot, but favourable for roots. Estimate for coming crop in beet countries 
practically unchanged.

Stocks.—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe, including floating cargoes, were on 1st June 896,355 tons, 
against 897,384 in 1885; in United States, 138,592, against 154,211 ; in Havana, 137,306, against 113,378. 
Total stocks, 1,172,253, against 1,164,973. But it is difficult to place complete reliance upon these figufes, as 
compared with last year. For instance, the stocks shown as existing in Germany last year excluded sugar 
nominally exported, but which still remained in warehouse. The following table shows the difference between 
nominal and real stocks in Germany :— 

.YRAUlHOaH
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Present Calculations
Stock, 1st September, 1884, and crop, 1884-5 ............................... 1,173,068
Consumption and exports from 1st Sept., 1884, to 30th April, 1885. . 800,460

Stocks, I st May, 1885,............................................................................ 372,608
Consumption and exports, May ...................   85,806

Stocks, 1st June, 1885 ............................................................................. 286,802
Consumption and exports, June .............................................................. 65,425

Stocks, 1st July, 1885................................................................................. 221,377
Consumption and exports, July .... ................................................. 58,053

Stocks, 1st August, 1885 .................................................................... 163,324
Consumption and exports, August........................................................ 55,029

Stocks, 1st September, 1885 ..................   108,295
Crop, 1885-6 ............................................................................................... 784,874

893,169
Consumption, 1st September, 1885, to 30th April, 1886 ................... 627,365

Stocks, 1st May, 1886 .............................................................. 265,804

The above return shows that whereas Licht?* Circular gave the stocks in German} 

Past Calculations. 
1,173,068 

935,561

237,507 
52,377

185,130 
28,215

156,915 
23,634

133,281 
27,074

106,207 
784,874 _
891,081 
654,833

236,248

in May, 1885, at
237,507 tons, the real stocks must have been 372,608. The discrepancy was being gradually redressed to May, 
1886, but the large quantity of sugar thus remaining in Germany unaccounted for is so far an explanation of 
the apparent falling off in consumption and excess of supplies.

Board of Trade Returns, Sugar.—The principal features are, for the six months to the end of June, the 
imports of United States sugar into the United Kingdom were 28,124 tons, against 73,145 same time last year. 
Refined sugar from Russia, 32,655 tons, against 96 tons last year. Total refined imported, 144,497, against 
154,345 in 1885. Imports of raw from Germany were 129,469 tons, against 236,032 tons same period last 
year. Total raw imported, 463,653 tons, against 565,084 tons for the six months of 1885.

Coffee.—Six months’ imports into United Kingdom, 32,973 tons, against 33,095 same period last year. 
Home consumption remains stationary at 7500 tons for the half-year. In stock (Bonded warehouses), 
United Kingdom, .23,594, against 21,970. Exports for six months, 17,782 tons, against 20,115. A return will 
be prepared for an early Circular showing production of coffee and its distribution, similar to cocoa statistics 
in June Circular. The Secretary will be glad of any coffee statistics, &c.

Cocoa.—Imports, United Kingdom, six months, 14,227,422 lbs., against 13,180,528. Home consumption, 
8,541,857, against 7,985,135. Stocks (Bonded warehouses), 7,694,531, against 7,029,706. Exports, 2,838,386, 
against 4,143,623.

Rum.—The stock of Jamaica Rum in London on July 3rd was 11,081 puns., against 10,736 last year. Of 
other British Islands 2,254, against 3,081. Of Demerara and Berbice 10,099, against 7,801. Of Foreign 4,183, 
against 923. Of British-East Indies-1,807, against 1,193. The stock of Vatted Rum in London is 3,534 puns., 
against 2,975.

Sugar News.—A daily paper is to be published in Germany, to give telegraphic reports on all matters 
concerning the sugar trade—all movements in sugar, prices, stocks, &c. Subscription, £5 per year.

Crops and Weather.—Demerara, 3rd July, weather showery and favourable for cultivation. Barbados, 
velegrams to date, heavy rains. The present Cuban crop is the largest for many years, estimated to reach 
750,000 tons.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to Secretary.

JAMES L. OHLSON,

Secretary



(CIRCULAR No. 4.)
West India Committee,
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9th Augzist, 1886.

West India Committee. — Meeting of General Purposes Committee, August 5th. Deputations to New 
Government on United States Convention, and Sugar Bounties, authorized. Movement in Parliament also 
projected.

United States Convention and Washington Conference.—Mr. Bayard to British Embassy, 'Washington, 
March 6th, 1886, writes that scarcely any two neighbouring areas of production and commercial consumption 
present identical conditions to govern the relations of trade between them and the United States. Specific 
provisions, whether founded on reciprocity or not, covering only a part of the total volume of trade in any given 
staple of supply or demand, were inexpedient because hindering rather than facilitating the attainment of the 
general end in view. Such specific provisions could only be made as part of a complete arrangement. But 
progress to the end desired might be made by wise legislation such as certain provisions of the Shipping Act of 
June, 1884. The whole subject now requires tentative treatment. The United States’ Government therefore 
refrain from any further specific proposals, that would not be equally applicable to all other regions falling 
within the same geographical limitations and affected by the same conditions of transit and commerce. The 
West India Committee think that the above despatch leaves the door still open for further negotiations on the 
part of the British Government in favour of the draft Convention of December, 1884, or of the proposed tariff 
legislation in Barbados and British Guiana.

British Guiana.—A special British Guiana meeting was held at Lime Street, London, on August 5th. 
The Medical Reorganization Ordinance, read in the Court of Policy, was discussed. Resolved to protest 
against such ordinance, should it be passed in its present form, as restricting the influence and lowering the 
status of the Immigration Agent General as fixed by the ordinance passed on the recommendation of the 
Coolie Inquiry Commisioners, 1870-1. The following papers may be seen at the Office :—Half-Yearly Return 
of Immigrants to December, 1885. Report of Immigration Agent General for 1885, containing valuable 
information on state of Coolie population, and which Secretary used in his letter inserted in Times of July 31st, 
in vindication of climate of colony. Report on Botanic Gardens, showing demand for cocoa plants, Liberian 
coffees, canes (the Honolulu cane is reported to be the richest in sugar, but its trial not yet satisfactory). The 
Bourbon is the common cane of the colony. At the above meeting in London, August 5th, other important 
matters concerning British Guiana were discussed. Reports may be made later on to the General West India 
Body.

Trinidad.—The Committee have called attention of Colonial Office to the presence of President Guzman 
Blanco in London as a good opportunity of coming to an understanding as to the protective duty of 30 per cent, 
on Trinidad goods imported into Venezuela.

Spain.—The Committee wrote a letter 12th July to Spanish Minister suggesting that in the Anglo-Spanish 
Convention, it should be provided that Spanish Colonial Sugar imported into Great Britain should be secured 
against unfair competition on the part of Bounty-fed Beet Sugar imported from Europe. The Spanish Minister 
sent the letter to Madrid.

Sugar at Exhibition.—Secretary is arranging a discussion on production and distribution of British West 
Indian Sugar at the Conference Hall, Exhibition, for an early date in October.

The estimates (Licht) of the continental beet sugar production in 1885-86 will 
previous campaigns as follows :—

1885-86. 1884-85.
German Empire........................Tons of 1000 kilos. 812,500 .... 1,155,000
Austria Hungary ...................... . ,, .. 357,500 .... 558,000
France ...........’..................... ,, ,, ,. 290,000 .... 308,000
Russia and Poland................... ,. ,. ., 525,000 .... 387,000
Belgium.......................................... ,, ,. 48,421 .... 88,000
Holland and other countries. . ,, ,, ,, 37,500 .... 50,000

compare with the two

1883-84.
.... 986,000
.... 446,000
.... 474,000
.... 308,000
.... 107,000
.... 40,000

Total tons........................... 2,070,921 2,546,000 2,361,000

The above figures show a deficit of 475,000 tons, as compared with previous crop.
German Beet.—The production for the ten months, from 1st September to end of June, 1885-6, was 

805,471 tons, against 1,112,221 in same period 1884-5. The stocks, however, in Germany were in June, 1886,
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150,000 tons, against 117,400 last year. The deliveries show a decrease, being in ten months to end of June, 
1886, 768,713 tons, against 1,016,153 tons in 1884-5. Exports : 423,883 tons, against 634,412 tons. The 
consumption in Germany is not increasing, averaging since 1881 about 360.000 tons a year. The weather 
during July in Germany was varied, but on the whole satisfactory. The increase in the area planted for coming 
season is estimated (Licht) to produce 350,000 tons over whole continental crop, but if Russia decreases, owing 
to expected cessation of bounties in July, the surplus over 1885-6 may only be 225,000 tons in Continental Beet.

Stocks.—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes) in July, 784,190 tons, 
against 820,530 tons in 1885 ; in United States 158,541 tons, against 172,492 tons; Havana 126,481 tons, 
against 89,265 tons. Total Stocks : 1,069,212 tons, against 1,082,287 tons.

Weather for Beet too wet in France, enlarging leaves rather than root, but, on tbe whole, favourable for 
growing crop. Insects are largely complained of. The situation of the sugar industry in France is reported 
“ lien triste^ especially in view of increase of legal yield from roots. In Germany, same weather as in France, 
varied and wet, with cold nights. The root in Germany is less advanced than in 1885, but everything depends 
on August and September weather. The crop for 1886-7 in Germany is estimated at 15 per cent, more than 
present one, and in France 20 to 25 per cent. But in both countries, estimates at present stage of roots are not 
trustworthy. In Austria, roots are in good state, but vary much in different fields. Russian crop likely to be 
abundant. Ministry requested to take steps to limit production. Commission appointed to examine position of 
industry.

Cane Countries, especially Cuba report favourable weather for crops. In Leeward Islands crop promises 
well. Barbados, after heavy rains, seasonable weather. British Guiana, showery and favourable for growing 
canes. Trinidad news favourable.

Board of Trade Returns not published in time for this Circular.

Official Report of West Indian evidence given before Trade Depression Commission can be seen at 
office.

Her Majesty’s Colonial Posessions, new volume can be seen at office.
Colonial French Sugar.—The following figures are compiled (by Mr. C. M. Gillespie) from the Annual 

Accounts for Crop 1885 of Eleven Sugar Usines in the Island of Martinique. In transposing to English weights 
and sterling, 1000 kilos, are taken as equal to a ton, and 25 francs as £1 :—

Total weight of canes crushed . . ....
Total sugar of all kinds manufactured ....
Of which 10 Usines made : — 1st Jet ....

2nd, 3rd, and 4th Jet
13.683
4,314

243,091 tons.
19,167 „

Average price paid to growers for canes . . .... ....
Percentage of sugar made from canes .... .... . . •
Percentage of molasses (by 5 UsinesJ .... .... . .. .
Average net proceeds of all sugar, deducting freight and charges.
Average cost of Coal per ton of sugar (9 Usines) . . ....
Shareholders’ Capital .... . . • • ■ • • •
Debentures and Preference Capital .... .... ....

17,997
15s.
7-93

4d. per ton. 
per cent.

3-89 ., ,, 
16s. 8d. per cwt.

/s.
£490,400

160,600

6fd. per ton.

£651,000

Reserve Funds— total .... .... ... -
Profit and Loss—credit balances carried forward 
Usines stand in books at . . .... ....

Average dividend on Shareholders’ Capital

£64,200
£24,480

£684,480 
3’91 per cent.

Usines appears to haveGross profit from years working, 1885, £64,000. Nearly all the sugar from these
been sold in France under protection of the 12 per cent, reduction off French colonial imports. This was 
equivalent to £2 8s. per ton of sugar and it is evident that without such protection the figures as to net 
proceeds, profit, and dividends would be heavily affected. By the New Law the protection is doubled.

The cost of coal appears small, but it may be from use of stocks not appearing in year’s accounts.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 
to present members free.
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West Indta-Committee.—Deputation to Secretary of State for the Colonies, August 20th. There was 

■ ■ .a large attendance, and the Members of the Committee were accompanied by forty Members of Parliament.
Mr. N. , Lubbock addressed, the Minister, and stated the object of the Deputation,, as follows :— 
lo lovoi onjot qu mw and > hi qoao Jaui io<o -

1 .—To arrive at an understanding as to the present position of the proposed Convention, providing fbr
a mutual exchange of certain goods duty free between the British West India Colonies and the 
United States upon the same principle as the Canadian Treaty of 1854. To ask the Government 
to re-open negotiations with the United States on this subject.

2 .—To call attention to the Conference to be held in Washington next year between the United States 
and the South American Countries for mutual trade arrangements, and to ask the Secretary of 
State to move the Foreign Office to secure either the representation of the British West India 
Colonies at such Conference, or in some other way to include those Colonies in the benefits of 
any arrangement which may be made by it.

3 .—In view of the present prolonged and severe depression of the Colonial sugar trade, and the 
probability that Continental Countries and the United States, now giving bounties on the export 
of sugar, might consent to an International Conference for the suppression of such bounties, to 
ask the Secretary of State to move the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade to take steps to 
bring about such Conference on Sugar Bounties, on an effective basis, as soon aS possible.

Mr. Stanhope returned a satisfactory reply, stating that he would communicate with the Foreign Office^ 
as to the re-opening of negotiations with the United States on a trade arrangement with the West Indies, 
and also that there was a possibility of the Government inviting a Conference of the Bounty-giving Powers 
for the mutual abolition of bounties. (This probable effort to secure a Conference has been subsequently 
confirmed by announcement in Parliament in reply to questions.)

Sugar at Exhibition.—A Conference will be held at the Exhibition, on Thursday, 16th September, 
at 4 o’clock. Mr. B. Howell Jones will read a paper on the Production and Distribution of British Guiana 
Sugar. Mr. Lubbock will read a paper on the same subject in reference to the West India Colonies. It 
is hoped that all the Members of the Committee will be present on the occasion.

Java.—The Government in Holland are anxiously considering the means of supporting the Sugar 
Industry in Java. The first chamber of the States General has passed the Bill for increasing the duty on 
foreign raw sugar by 4 fl. per 100 kilogrammes, and increasing the deduction to be allowed for waste of 
Colonial sugars from 1| to 2| per cent.
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General Beet Crop.—So much depends on the weather during September, that no trustworthy

estimates can be formed as to the crop. The following are the latest figures (Licht) :—

1886-7. 1885-6. i.O .O/J 1884-5.
Tons. Tons. Tons.

German Empire......................... . . . 950,000 .... 825,000 .... 1154,817
Austria ..................................... . . . 500,000 .... 370,000 .... 557,766

Erance......................................... . . . 435,000 .... 290,000 .... 308,410
Russia......................................... . . . 500,000 .... 525,000 .... 386,433
Belgium ..................................... 65,000 48,421 .... 88,463
Holland and other countries . 50,000 .... 37,500 .... 50,000

.tomrihPl io EiodmoK vWbaWji
2,500,000 2,095,921 2,545,889

As the result, an increase of 400,000 tons over last crop is expected, bringing figures up to the level of 

1884-5.

General Cane Crop.—Cuba has concluded crop for 680,000 tons. In the British West Indies and 
British Guiana good crops are expected. The weather is favourable in British Guiana, and generally 
throughout West Indies. Last telegram from Barbados, received August 24th, reports heavy rains generally.

German Beet.—The production for the eleven months, from September 1st to July 31st, 1885-6, 
was 820,122 tons, against 1,118,752 in same period 1884-5. The stocks in Germany at end of July, 
1886, were 96,000 tons, against 100,500 tons last year. The deliveries show a decrease, being in eleven 
months to end of July, 1886, 837,615 tons, against 1,039,787 tons preceding year; the exports amounting 
to 487,451, against. 654,268. Consumption averages 360,000 tons.

General Stocks.—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were, including floating cargoes, in August, 
1886, 661,129 tons, against 771,938 last year; in United States, 183,227, against 179,895; Havana, 
110,987 tons, against 82,630. Total stocks, 955,343, against 1,034,463.

ZIEJOl
Jamaica.—The following telegram was received on August 27th: “Hurricane on 19th. Some 

damage to buildings and crops, St. Mary’s, St. Ann’s, St. Andrew’s, St. Catharine, St. Thomas, and 
Portland.” Private telegrams also report: “ Slight damage to Kingston, considerable damage to country.” 

t8oibnl WW rfJiw mi . ■ r:
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

(Hiioe! flood aad 9-.jAeoD -hr. . 'J .: . . Oiq Birf'l . io itjhb Inninm nd: -ur
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(CIRCULAR No. 6.)
West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

October ^.th, 1886.

International Sugar Conference.—Government have decided to arrange Conference, but think it should be 
called by Belgium. Committee will take steps to secure Conference in London, if possible, and arrange effective 
basis.

Canada and Hawaii.—Committee have written to Colonial Office, 25th September:—“ In the report of the 
Hon. W. M. Gibson, the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the kingdom of Hawaii, reference is made to the 
Reciprocity Treaty of 1875 between that country and the United States, under which the trade of Hawaii had 
enormously increased. It seems doubtful whether this Treaty will be renewed, and it is stated that negociations 
have been opened through the Colonial Office with the Government of Canada for a treaty of reciprocal free trade 
between Canada and Hawaii, and that these proposals have not been unfavourably entertained by the Colonial 
Office and the Dominion Government. As this matter has an important bearing upon the recent negociations 
between Canada and Jamaica for a similar Treaty, and generally upon the proposed commercial relations between 
the West India Colonies and contiguous countries, I am to ask whether there is any truth in the above state
ments as to a Treaty between Canada and Hawaii, and whether the Dominion proposes to extend to Great 
Britain and foreign countries the same terms as may be granted to Hawaii.”

Sugar Conference at Exhibition.—Copies of Papers read by Mr. B. Howell Jones (on British Guiana 
Sugars) and Mr. N. Lubbock (on Usine Sugars) can be had from Secretary.

General Beet Crop.—A reduction in estimates is made for 1886-7, owing to continued heat and dryness of 
weather. Quality is reported good, but amount of yield doubtful. German estimate now reduced from 950,000 
tons to 900,000, and more recently to 880,000 tons. The figures given in last circular as estimated total Beet 
crop, viz. :—2,500,000 tons, may probably be reduced by 100,000 tons.

General Cane Crop.—Next Cuba crop expected to be much smaller than last. Mauritius crop commenced 
—estimated between 105,000 and 110,000 tons. Java crop ending 30th June, 1886, 365,954 tons, against 
374,376 tons in 1884-5. The British West Indian crops promise well.

German Beet.—The production for the twelve months from September 1st to August 31st, 1885-6, was 
825,081 tons, against 1,154,818 in the same period 1884-5. The deliveries show a decrease, being in twelve 
months to end of August, 1886, 888,805 tons, against 1,066,861 tons preceding year ; the exports amounting to 
526,556 against 667,854. Consumption averages 360,000 to 370,000 tons.

General Stocks. (Licht.)—The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes) in 
September, 1886, 554,790 tons, against 733,121 last year. In United States 160,000, against 132,497. 
Havana 93,000, against 59,164. Total Stocks: 807,790 tons, against 924,782.

United States.—There are signs of a reduction in the bounty. A Treasury minute has been issued reducing 
drawback by Is. l^d. per cwt. from November 1.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Raw Sugar in the first 
compared with the previous year :—

Landings. Deliveries H. U. & Export, i
1886. 1885. 1886. 1885.
tons tons tons tons

London........... 245,573 253,900 236,731 251,420
Liverpool.... 183,725 220,648 184,239 209,676
Clyde ........... 156.222 206,479 172,893 178,321
Bristol........... 39,480 39,006 42,280 38,356

38 weeks of 1886. with Stocks on the 25th of September,

Stocks.
1886. 1885. 1884. 1883.
tons tons tons tons

London.......... 98,852 94,701 99,695 84,899
1 Liverpool.... 97,439 119,864 114,000 60,056

Clyde _____ 49,665 79,056 51,754 44,271
Bristol.......... 5,360 5,340 5,430 4,110

Total .... 625,000 720,033 636,143 677,773
Decrease.. 95,033 Decrease.. 41,630

Russia.—Report that Russian Government have rest] 
exact information has been received as to bounty on exp( 
Hill, M.P. for Bristol, for his question as to Russian Bol

Total .... 251,316 298,961 270,879 193,336 
Deficiency . . 47,645

noted sugar production in 1886-7 to 300,000 tons. No 
>rt. The thanks of the Committee are due to Colonel 
mties. Government will inquire.
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The Sugah Season, 1st July, 1886, to 30th June, 1887.

Return forwarded by Mr. J. Ernest Tinne, of Liverpool.

Estimated Supply, in Tons. Consumption (same as previous 
12 months).

Stocks on Hand and Afloat for U.K. (Li( 
Afloat for U. 8. A. (Willett & Hamlin)

Germany...............................................
Austria .........................................

flit), 1st July, 1886. 1,102,000 
.............................. 63,000

1,165,000
. 900,000

* 550,000
440,000 
500,000

8 | 60,000
A [ 50,000 — 2,500,000

r 15,000
1 550,000
: 330,000
1 100,000

110,000

20,000 
55,000

i 100,000
• 300,000 

145,000 
£ 220,000

1 80,000
►20 < 130,000

g 1 150,000
§ 90,000

40,000
20,000
20,000

30,000 
50,000 — 2,555,000 

Not included.

360,000
240,000
360,000
350,000

50,000
50,000

1,200,000
60,000
50,000
20,000 

j j -• 1 i. • • . . } )•') - G .

1,400,000

150,000
30,000

100,000
50,000
40,000

5,000
10,000
20,000
5,000

20,000
5,000
5,000

15,000
15,000
60,000
40,000
60,000
20,000
35,000
10,000

100,000
100,000
60,000

Not included.

France...................................................
Russia....................................................
Belgium ................................................
Holland ..................... J........................
United Kingdom. . ...............................
Spain ..................................................
Cuba ....................................................
Java........................................................
Louisiana................................................
Sandwich Islands ...............................  
U. S. America.......................................  
Fiji ........................................................  
Australia................................................ 
New Zealand .......... .............................
Canada.................................................... 
Peru and Chili ...................................  
Brazil .................................................... 
Mauritius and Reunion....................... 
Manilla ................................................
Egypt....................................................
Demerara................................................
West Indies............................................
Martinique and Guadeloupe...............
Porto Rico ............................................
Mexico....................................................
Honduras................................................
Turkey and Syria ...............................
Norway and Sweden...........................
Denmark................................................
Switzerland .......................................
Portugal .............................................
Greece....................................................
Italy ..................................................  .
Argentine States ...............................
Morocco, Natal, &c..............................
India and China.....................................-

Total Supplies, 1st July, 1886, to 30th June, 1887 
Deduct Consumption.

Stock on Hand and Afloat for U. K. and U. S. A. .

6,220,000 5,095,000
5,095,000

( Total Consumption 
( for 12 months.

. . 1,125,000 tons on 1st July. 1887.

1,165,000 , 1886.

Cinchona.—Mr. N. McNeill, British Consul, Batavia, reports Aug. 4, 1886: Cinchona tree is found to 
flourish best at an altitude of from 4,000 to 7.000 feet above the level of the sea. The seeds are planted in 
nurseries well shaded from the sun, and transplanted when they are about six weeks old, and placed at dis
tances, varying with the species, of from four to nine feet apart, the ground between the plants being well 
drained by narrow channels. Grafting has lately been practised to a large extent, with very satisfactory results, 
and seed planting has given place greatly to it. Different methods are employed for harvesting the bark, and it 
has yet to be decided which method gives the best result with least injury to the tree. Which course is adopted 
depends greatly upon the hardness of the tree, this quality varying in different species. The bark obtained 
from the roots is generally found to contain the greatest percentage of quinine, that from the trunk coming
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next; whilst the percentage obtained from the branches is practically nil. The different ways in which the 
bark is taken from the tree are :—(a) By “ coppicing,” which method consists in lopping off the branches yearly 
from the tree, and taking the bark only from them. This method is not found to answer, and has fallen into 
disuse. (5) By “mossing,” or taking alternate strips of bark from the trunk of the tree, and filling up the 
intervals with moss or paper, to assist the formation of a new bark. The moss is said to attract insects, whilst 
the paper answers very well, but increases the cost of production. This method is still used to a great extent, 
(c) By 11 scraping ” off only a thin covering of bark half way round the tree every six months. This method has 
been found to answer best, and is least injurious to the tree, as the bark quickly grows again if not cut too 
deep, (d} By “rooting” up the tree entirely and extracting the bark from the roots, stem, and branches. This 
system is only used when the percentage of quinine in the bark decreases as the tree gets older, which is said to 
be the case with the Succirubra species, whilst with the Ledgeriana it is quite the reverse. The accompanying 
statistics show the extent to which Cinchona has been cultivated in the last few years on Government and 
private estates.

The area of land planted in 1883 by Government with Cinchona about 1,800 acres.
Cinchona Statistics.

Average Prices obtained at Auction in Holland for Government Cinchona Crops.

Years.
Government 

Crop.

Lbs.

Private 
Crop.

Lbs.

Amount 
realized for 

i Government
Crops.

£ sterling.

Plants 
in 

Nurseries.

Plants 
in 

Open Ground.

1881 179,520 25,290 18,204 j 736,600

1 •'

2,036,480
1882 275.264 35,259 28,036 1,205,800 ' 2,099,400
1883 453,424 172,733 28,915 1,333,000 1,966,500
1884 380,800 275,762 30,000 1,516,500 1,753,900
1885

i__________

458,728 .... 1,390,000 1,567,000

Sterling Price per lb. English.

1882. 1883. 1884.
1

Calisaya Ledgeriana'...................
Calisaye Javanica .....................
Calisaya Schulikrafft...................
Calisaya Anglica...........................
Hasskarliana ...............................
Succiruba........................................
Officinalis.......................................
Lancifolia.....................  ....

s. d.
3 li
1 6
1 5
1 3
2 1|
2 0
2 10|
1. 8

s. d.
1 10^
0 9
0 10
1 2
0 7
1 0|
2 4
1 0^

s. d.
2 3
0 9
0 8
0 9|
0 4$
0 11
2 0|0 8 |

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

P.S.—The American Government have at last taken steps to reduce the export bounty now given by the 
existing system of drawbacks. The change will be equivalent to about Is. per cwt., out of a protection of 
something like double that amount now enjoyed by American exporters, and it is hoped that is also the first step 
towards breaking up the system of bounties carried out by European Governments to the detriment not only of 
our Colonial Trade and Home Refiners, but likewise of their own revenues. According to recent advices Russia 
seems likewise to become aware of the severe strain upon her exchequer caused by this year’s shipment of 
crystals under the heavy premium given on export, and has issued a new order, given below, for regulating the 
future production of beet sugar. As far as we can judge it is likely to check or at least materially reduce 
further exports, as well as tend to restrict the industry within the limits of their home demand. The Russian 
Government will charge the excise of R. 0-85 on a quantity of 17 million poods=273,200 tons—but upon 
anything exceeding this the duty will be about 2*50, whilst upon exportation it is intended to give no extra 
premium. ____________________

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 
to present members free.
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West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

November 1st, 1886.
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International Sugar Conference.—Government communicating with German Government as to calling of 
Conference. A General Meeting of Committee will be held soon, to decide upon further deputations to Ministers 
on this and other important matter.

Canada and Jamaica.—Gue of the questions to be submitted to above General Meeting will be whether 
reciprocal trade arrangements could be made between these Colonies, without injuriously affecting the interests 
of other Colonies in the West Indies.

French Bounties (by Mr. Lubbock).—The French law is very complicated in its operation. All that the 
Fabricants can obtain under this law from the taxpayers beyond the tax they (the Fabricants} pay, amounts, of 
course, to a bounty. I believe eventually, if the law continues, competition will gradually reduce the bounty 
to an insignificant amount; but at the present moment, the Fabricants can obtain a bounty of 43-50 francs, 
per 100 kiloSj on A ths of their crop in this way :—Suppose a Fabricant works up 10,000 tons of roots, if he 
exports 600 tons of sugar, all the rest of the sugar he makes can enter into French consumption free of duty. 
It is well known that he can make 1,000 tons of sugar from the above quantity of roots, hence he can sell as 
duty paid 400 tons of sugar which have paid no duty. At the present moment duty paid or duty free sugar is 
worth 43-50 frs. more than sugar liable to duty or sugar for export. Thus on a make of 1,000 tons of sugar the 
manufacturer actually obtains at present a bounty of frs. 174,000 = ^£6,960. If this is divided by the tons of 
sugar he is forced to export in order to obtain it, the amount is £11 £12 per ton, the value of the sugar being
about £14.

French Bounties.—The Deutsche Zuelzer-Industrie estimates that the loss to the French Treasury, on 
a production of 450,000 tons, is 81 million francs, and that, including the dechet on Colonial sugar, tin* 
total loss is 93,960,000 francs.

General Beet Crop.—The following arc* the latest figures ( Licht : —
1886-7. 1885-6. 1884-5.

German Empire ........................... 925,000   825,050   1,155,000
Austria ............................. ’........... 525,000 377,000 .......... 557,500
France........................................... 450,000   299,400   308,400
Russia......................................... 500,000   540,600   386,400
Belgium ....................................... 80,000   48,400   88,450
Holland and other Countries .... 50,000 ........ 37,500 .......... 50,000

2,530,000 2,127,000 2,545,700

General Crops.—Notwithstanding improved weather in Germany yield per acre not entirely satisfactory, 
although quality of juice good. Favourable results are reported from France, Austria and Belgium, and also in
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Holland (where the new protective law for Java has not yet been sanctioned.) The inext Cifba ci-dp.

at 800,000 tons. From all cane countries good prospects of crops are reported. In Demerara the dry season 
had set in on October 12th.

General Stocks'.—’( Licht .)-^-The Visible stocks of sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes), in 

October, 1886, 497,6Q9 tons; against 683,882 in 1885. United States, 137,000, against 99,657. Havana, 
67,056; against 43,662. Total stocks, 701,665 tons; against 827,201 in October, 1885.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 42 weeks, 1886, 656,190 tons; against 755,062, in 1885; 
decrease, 98.872. Deliveries, 706,716; against 743,991; decrease, 37,275. Stocks, 211,933; against 

267,782; deficiency,. 55,84:9. . - i /
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Cocoa in Prance.—Nine months, to September: Imports, 13,394 tons; against 11,022, saine period, 

1885. Consumption, 8,739; against 8,921. Exports, 4.546; against ^ioets, 6,169 ions;

against 6,802. . / 5
JAMES L. OHLSON. Secretary*.
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Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should bo sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
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of .roots has increased, but the; weather was not favourable to the. preservation of

ht’e^m^as .^llows: For 18^6-7, 2?36B,Opp tons against 2,197,000 for 1^^.

.$11^^ ( iii ri nt <h’op indium 800,900 tons for Cuba, weather in Cuba highly bem iicial to crop. Ram ha>
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4 ^ch|).—Ij’he Risible, ^peks of sug^ir in Europe were (including Heating cargoes) in 
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" " ‘ - - --• Total stocks, 837,365 tppp^ against 978,577<40,640; against 29,771.

Sugar in United E :
in

-NGDOM.—Landings, 46 weeks, 18.86, 711,731 tons; against 806,181, in 1885 ; decrease. 
i6^‘^41 ; agaipst 811.556; decrease, 44,315. Stocks, 196,949; against 251,336
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01,150. Deliveries,1''

Canada and. Jamaic.
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•—At a Meeting of the General Purposes Committee on November 11th (with Jamaica.... ................- Lill MVUVICU XUIUUOVO VUlULUlVbVU Vil lUMLULUUl L 1 IH I » XUU UCllUUlUa .7M/.i.iHxr< .l„<rKA!- , .

representatives added), Ine following resolution was passed :—“ That it would be most desirable if reciprocal 
trade arrangements could be made between Jamaica and the Dominion of Canada, it being recognized that

the Colonies.”

ceptjonal position in such a matter; and that any siich arrangement would not be 

$)e?t That this resolution be forwarded (to the. Secretary of State for

.ooil *Tadinmn ifi )<9*rq ol
Commercial Conference of American States.—Colonial Office inform Committee, November 5th, there is 

no immediate prospect cf the meeting of such Conference.

German Sugar Bounties.—Mr. Scott, of British Embassy, Berlin, reports, 16th September, to Foreign 

Office, a communication made to him by an important German expert, who is opposed to bounties, and advocates

T
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West India Committee,.

51, Lime Street, London, E.C., 
’ ‘ < °L? ''Jr -i'T'o .'V^ In'innM c orc ct P:/-;;-.7 ovnd jfohhf sohiiS bolinll arff

January 10 th, 1887.

West India Committee.—In May, 1886, a General Purposes Committee was appointed to carry out more 
effectively the objects of the West India Body, and to create a larger interest in the questions connected with these 
Colonies. Meetings have been held regularly every fortnight with a fair average attendance. Parliamentary 
proceedings were carefully watched, although political events prevented the contemplated action in respect of the 
Bounty and other questions. A very important memorial advocating countervailing duties was addressed to Sir 
William Harcourt, Chancellor of the Exchequer, signed by a large number of the representatives of all the 
British Cane growing countries, as well as by those engaged in the industries allied to that of sugar production 
and manufacture. This document was largely circulated, and is capable of effective use in any further 
proceedings. The new German Sugar Law promised at prospective dates to raise drawback and restrict bounty, 
but its effect as yet has been inappreciable. The Committee strongly advocated an European Conference. No 
doubt in Germany anxious attention is being given to the question, and according to some high German 
authorities on Sugar, it is hoped that at the close of the present crop that country will consent to join a Con
ference. Nor apparently would Germany object to a countervailing duty in England that should strike all 
bounty giving countries alike. In France the immense losses to revenue caused by bounties have given rise to a 
movement, headed by M. Wilson, for a thorough change in the Sugar laws. Important discussions are expected 
in the French Chamber at an early date. By vigorous action on the part of the English Government it is 
believed that not only Germany and France, but the other countries concerned, might be induced to avoid 
further losses by agreeing to abolish their respective bounty systems. In other ways the Committee have drawn 
attention to this question. Evidence showing the effect of bounties upon the British Colonies and home indus
tries was given before the Royal Commission on Depression of Trade. A loss of three millions annually was 
shown to be inflicted upon these industries. The Chairman of the West India Committee, Mr. Lubbock, took 
advantage of two meetings of the London Trades’ Council to explain the loss to English labour caused by the 
bounty system. A conference was also held at the Exhibition, when papers were read by Mr. Lubbock and Mr. 
Howell Jones, on matters of interest to the Sugar planter, and in connection with which the bounty question 
was discussed by various speakers. Mr. Lubbock’s paper at the Royal Colonial Institute also dealt with the 
same subject. The Deputation (supported by forty members of Parliament) to Mr. Stanhope, on his assumption 
of office as Colonial Secretary, forcibly brought before the Government the necessity of calling a conference on 
the bounty question, and also of promoting the proposals for a Trade arrangement between the Colonies and the 
United States. Since that time (August), the Committee have repeatedly pressed the Colonial and Foreign 
Offices upon these points. Among further proceedings to be adopted in respect of bounties will be a motion in 
Parliament, preceded, if possible, by a Mansion House Meeting, and every means will be adopted by Deputations 
to Ministers and in other ways to keep the serious attention of the Government alive to this question.

Convention with United States.—Not only by the above Deputation, but by subsequent letter, this 
question has been kept before Government. Two things are especially required, viz: the approval of the



Home Government of the draft Convention, and the Ambassador moved to ascertain the present views of the 
United States Government. In March, 1886, Mr. Bayard, writing to Sir L. West, said his Government would 
refrain from any further specific proposals that would not be equally applicable to all other regions falling 
within the same geographical limitations, and affected by the same conditions of transit and commerce. But 
this view is inconsistent with the present negotiations between Spain (on behalf of the Spanish Colonies), and 
the United States, which have reached to and advanced stage, and which the Committee are anxiously 
watching. Should the Spanish-American Treaty be completed, and our Colonies, to their great injury, be 
denied a similar arrangement, the responsibility of our Government will be very gravely’increased The British 
Colonies preferred a request to be represented at the Trade Congress of American States, to be called by the 
United States in 1887, but the Colonial Office inform the Committee that it is now not likely that such Congress 
will meet.

British Guiana.—The Committee have addressed the Secretary of State a letter, (December, 1886,) 
embodying a letter received from the Planters’ Association urging a reduction in the Civil Service expenditure 
of the Colony.

Trinidad.—The Governor has circulated, as an official paper, a document written by Mr. J. L. O’Connor, 
Warden of Naparima, in which, among other suggestions, the immediate adoption of the diffusion process is 
recommended. This may in course of time be substituted for the present crushing process, but it has been very 
partially tried with cane without any superior results, and it would be wise for planters to wait before incurring 
expense for diffusion, until it has been tried on a sufficiently large scale and proved to be commercially a success. 
Although diffusion will be tried by Mr. Hogg as an experiment shortly in Demerara, all the existing apparatus 
will be retained in case it docs not prove successful.

General Beet Crop.—The figures quoted in last Circular from M. Licht arc maintained by him in his 
December Report, showing a total crop for 1886-7 of 2,580,000 tons against 2,124,300 in 1885-6, and 2,545,700 
in 1884-5.

General Cane.—Colonial crops arc generally satisfactory. Cuba estimates arc reported to be reduced 
from 800,000 to 700,000 tons. Rain is reported in Demerara.

General Stocks.—(Litch.) The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes), in 
December, 1,028,712 tons, against 1,119,348 in 1885; United States, 105,000 tons, against 65,309; Havana, 
^6,416 against 19,762. Total stocks, 1,160,128 against 1,204,419 in December, 1885.

B O ABD OF TRADE RETURNS.

Imports into United Kingdom.
Year

[gar, Refined and Candy :— 1884 ’
ended 31st December 

1885. 1886.
From Germany ................... . . . . Cwts. 749,423 . . . 977,097 .... 1,830,142

,, Holland......................... 1,327,452 .... 1,277,092 .... 1,185,027
., Belgium .... .... .... ,. 77,634 .... 74,180 .... 109,996
,, Erance ......................... ........ ,, 1,046,196 .... 494,935 .... 996,392
,, United States............... ............ 1,042,271 .... 2,298,605 .... 1,424,030
,, Other Countries (Russia). 23,713 .... 216,141 .... 821.440

Total .......... ........ „ 4,266,689 5,338,050 6,367,027
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Sugar, Unrefined: —

From Germany ................................Cwts. 7,224,896 .... 7,333,875 .... 5,670,482
„ Holland ................................... „ 234,625 .... 285,621 .... 281,034
,, Belgium ............................... ,, 487,965 .... 544,720 .... 757,727
,, France .... ....................... ,, 68,403 26,229 .... 47,361
,, British West Indies and Guiana ,, 3,357,434 .... 2,741,952 .... 1,976,105
,, British East Indies................... ,, 1,128,802 .... 849,968 .... 877,369
,, China and Hong Kong . . . . ,, 103,647 .... 14,679 .... 48,257
,, Mauritius ............................... ... 338,191 .... 252,110 .... 291,759
,, Spanish West Indian Islands . . ,, 460,861 .... 653,659 .... 21,409
,, Brazil........................................ ,, 1,412,337 .... 1,303,776 .... 597,995
,, Java ....................................... ,, 3,253,653 .... 3,695,256 .... 3,909,462
., Phillippine Islands................... ,, 623,501 .... 486,890 .... 555,757
,, Peru............................................ ,, 374.029 .... 609,610 .... 472,311
,, Other Countries....................... .... 584,020 .... 585,401 .... 633,978

Total ............................... ,, 19,652,364 19,383,746 16,141,006

Molasses.......................................................   Cwts. 411,016 .... 392,875 .... 431,387

The above supply of sugar may be thus divided : —
1884. 1885. 1886.

Beet Sugar ........................................... Tons 562,016 .... 561,494 .... 584,980
Cane ,, ................................................ ,, 633,937 .... 674,595 .... 540,422

1,195,953 .... 1,236,089 .... 1,125,402

Note,—The imports of Refined from United States are taken as cane; also unrefined from “ other countries.”

Coffee.—Imports, year 1886, 1,029,462 cwts., against 1,035,610 in 1885. Home consumption, 289,207, 
against 298,306 in 1885. Stocks in Bonded warehouses, 31st December, 1886, 288,450 cwts., against 

322,941 in 1885.

Cocoa..—Imports, 25,386,439 lbs., against 23,419,396 in 1885. Home consumption, 15,165,714, against 
14,595,168. Stocks in Bonded warehouses, 7,936,457, against 5,434,096 lbs. in 1885.

Hum —Imports, 5,121,746 proof gallons, against 6,909,250 in 1885. Home consumption, 3,848,465, against 
3,828,808. Stocks in Bonded warehouses, 8,402,896, against 8,910,405 in 1885.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers.



/ X A IV ----
/ n

I
We now come to the Capital expenditure.

" - ~~~ ’ 01—tumble of dealing with 111 tons of canes per day,

DIFFUSION: By Mr. N. LUBBOCK,
Chairman of the West India Committee.

1VTOW that the question of diffusion, as applied to the Sugar Cane, is again coming 
V’ prominently to the front, it will be of interest to planters to consider what are the 

advantages and disadvantages likely to result from the adoption of the system, and, more 
important than all, the prospects of profit or otherwise.

Judging from what has been done in Spain and elsewhere, it may probably be 
fairly assumed that the mechanical difficulties of slicing and diffusing the cane have 
been overcome.

The only practical difficulty attending the process, and it is one the overcoming of 
which is merely a matter of expense, is the removal of the “ schnitzel,” as the Germans 
call the slices of cane after being exhausted of sugar and saturated with water. It may, 
however, be a somewhat important expense, inasmuch as the weight of these a schnitzel ” 
is from 20 to 25 per cent, more than the weight of canes from which they are obtained.

A sufficient supply of suitable water will of course be necessary, the quantity 
required, according to the figures given by the Fives-Lille Company, being 330 gallons 
per ton of canes.

Dealing first with the advantage likely to result from the system, it consists in 
obtaining in the dilute juice almost the whole of the Sugar contained in the cane. That 
is to say, that the quantity of juice obtained represents 84 per cent, of the weight of the 
cane, but in a highly diluted form, as compared with 66 per cent, in the case where a 
single crushing mill is used.

The disadvantages of the system are as follows :—

1. Where mills now exist the money spent upon them is lost, and further capital must 
be sunk in Diffusion Plant.

2. A largely increased evaporation is required, involving considerable outlay of capital 
and increased working expenses.

3. The megas now obtained and utilised as fuel is lost.

4. Expense of getting rid of u schnitzel.”

5. Expense of water required.
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We- will take for example an estate now making 1000 tons of Sugar with a 
mill-extraction of 60 per cent, and a return of Sugar equal to 9 per cent, of the weight 
of the canes.

Then if 66 per cent, of juice give 9 per cent, of Sugar, 84 per cent, should give 
11'45 per cent., but it will probably not do so, as it seems to be now fairly proved 
that when 66 per cent, of juice is expressed by crushing, the juice obtained is slightly 
richer in Sugar than the juice which remains unexpressed. We will neglect this, 
however, and assume that an increase of 2'45 per cent, can be obtained, and together 
with this an amount of offal equal to £1 5s. per ton of Sugar. At a price in the 
London Market of 15s. per cwt. this increase of Sugar (allowing 2s. 6d. per cwt. 
of freight and charges) would be worth per 100 tons of canes ... ... £30 12 6

Add offal ... ... 3 13

gain per 100 tons of canes, say ... ... ... ... ... £33 13 9

1,000 tons of Sugar at 9 per cent, requires 11,111 tons canes ; the total gain will therefore 

be w x £3313s- 9d-=£3>742-

Let us now calculate the cost of obtaining this. First : let us estimate the value of 
the megas lost. I estimate this at 16s. 6d. per ton of Sugar at present made. It would 
make this paper too long to explain how I arrive at this figure, but it is the result of 
very careful calculation, confirmed by experience. This will amount to £825.

Secondly.—We must estimate the cost of getting rid of the “ schnitzel.” The quantity 
to be got rid of will be 13,333 tons at least ; suppose we assume Is. per ton, this would 
represent £666.

Thirdly.—We have the increased evaporation. With an extraction of 66 per cent, 
the quantity of juice obtained would be 7,333 tons, of which 6,000 would be water to be 
evaporated. With diffusion, the quantity of diffused juice will be 14,000 tons—since 

84
11,111 x yQQ= 9,333 tons, to which (see Fives-Lille Report) 50 per cent, of water is added; 

9,333 + 4,666=13,999, say, 14,000 tons ; of this 14,000 tons 12,241 tons will be water to be 
evaporated. The increased quantity of water to be evaporated will therefore be 12,241 — 
6,000=6,241 tons. If this is done by means of a triple effet, we may assume 12 lbs. of 
water evaporated to 1 lb. of coal, or, roughly, 520 tons of coal will be required, which, at 28s. 
per ton, will cost £728. (N.B.—The value of the coal must be estimated at its cost at the 
boiler furnace ; 28s. is not too high if the cost of carrying the coal from ship-board to 
the estates, and again from the coal-heap to the furnaces, is taken into account.)

Fourthly.—We have the increased labour required. This is rather a guess, but it 
will not be less than £1 per ton on the increased quantity of Sugar, or £245.

Fifthly.—We have Sugar packages 5s. per ton, and transport to ship-board, say 

10s. per ton=£184.



We now come to the Capital expenditure.

The cost of a Diffusion Plant, capable of dealing with 111 tons of canes per day, 
with freight and erection added, will be about £1,500.

The cost of a triple effet, capable of evaporating 6,241 tons of water in 100 
working days, together with boiler-power and increased vacuum pan and centrifugal 
power, &c., would be fully £2,500.

Taking the interest and wear and tear on these two sums at 10 per cent., we 
have £400 for this item.

Against this expenditure it would, however, be fair to make some allowance for 
a smaller future expenditure on maintenance, as the existing mills are a perpetual 
source of expense for repairs, which would no doubt be less in the case of. diffusion. 
It is impossible to say what this may amount to, until some practical experience has 
been gained.

Again, the risk of stoppage from the breakage of spur-wheels, headstocks, &c., will be 
done away with.

SUMMARY OF PROFIT AND LOSS.

Expenses :—
Loss of Megas - - - - - £825
Removing Schnitzel - - - - - 666
Evaporation ----- - - - - 728
Labour ------ 245
Packages, &c. - _ - - - - - - 184
Interest and Depreciation of Capital - - - - 400

£3,048
Value of increased output of Sugar - - - - - 3,742

Apparent Profit _ - - - - - - - 694

In the above calculations a good deal is taken for granted which yet remains to be proved.

1. No allowance is made for the increased cost of firemen where coal is used instead of 

megas.

2. No allowance is made for the cost of the water necessary for Diffusion. The cost 
of this will obviously vary much on different estates.

3. It is assumed that no more labour will be required to work the diffusion of the cane 
than is now required to work mills. This is a point upon which more information 

is necessary.

4. It is assumed that the increased quantity of juice to be obtained by diffusion from 
the cane will be as rich in Sugar as that now obtained. It is almost certain 
that this will not be the case, but it is not possible with our present knowledge 
to say to what extent it will be less rich.
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5. Every practical man acquainted with Sugar works will realise that whilst there are 
no doubt many estates upon which the Diffusion Plant, and the increased 
evaporating plant wiiich is necessary, can be introduced without difficulty, there 
ar 1 verv marv where a considerable alteration of existing arrangements would be • o o
required, involving a greater expenditure than that set down.

Lastly, it is worthy of remark that, so far as any data are available in regard 
to the result of Diffusion, they are confined to showing the increased quantity of Sugar 
obtained in the diluted juice, and there is absolutely no evidence as yet of so large 
a percentage of Sugar having been actually obtained from the cane by means of 
Diffusion as has been obtained in Guadaloupe and Trinidad with single mills.

From the foregoing remarks, and when allowance is made for contingencies and 
for the usually deceptive character of paper calculations, it is evident that, whilst 
the process of diffusion is not without promise, its advantages over our present system, 
if any, cannot be very considerable, and it can hardly prove to be the El Dorado 
which some, who have not gone carefully into the question, imagine.

We ought all of us to feel grateful to Mr. Hogg for having determined to make o o oo o
a trial of it in Demerara, and, with his usual liberality, he will no doubt enable all who 
are interested in the subject to obtain conclusive information upon the points which yet 
remain a matter of uncertainty.

51, Lime Street, E.C.,

London, January 2&th, 1887.

Note.—Copies of this Paper can be had, price Is. ; also of Mr. Lubbock’s Paper on 
Foreign State Bounties, their effect on British Labour, with Discussion at London 
Trades Council, price 2s. 6d. Apply, 51, Lime Street, E.C.



(CIRCULAR No. 10 )
West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C..

February 22nd, 1887.

West India Committee.—In last circular a summary was giv ,< x eedin. it 1886 o;t S
Bounties. An important further movement has to be now recorded. A la uing of tip c interested in :
production in every part of the world was held at Cannon Street Hotel, February 10th. The effect of the 
bounties granted on the export of Sugar from Germany, France, and other Continental Countries was considered, 
especially in relation to depression in price below the natural free trade level, and the injurious effect of this upon 
the Colonies. It was also recognised that large and important interests in the United Kingdom were deeply injured 
by the foreign bounty system, and it was resolved to co-operate with the Sugar Refiners so as to form a strong 
Colonial and Home Association (independent of the West India Committee), to make the abolition of 
bounties an urgent matter for redress by the English Government and Parliament. It was felt that it was 
desirable to obtain the support of the Engineering interests, and also that of English Labour. An “ Anti- 
Bounty Association ” has therefore been formed, and has appointed a representative Committee : Chairman, 
Mr. Lubbock ; Vice-Chairmen, Sir Daniel Cooper, Bart., K.C.M.G., of Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, 
New Zealand, and Fiji; Henry Tate, Esq., Sugar Refiner, London ; T. 0. Easton, Esq., Sugar Refiner, 
Liverpool; the Committee comprises representatives of Mauritius, the West Indies and other Sugar-growing 
Colonies, and of Home interests. Steps are about to be taken to secure Parliamentary action. The Govern
ment have announced in the House of Commons that informal negotiations have commenced with Foreign 
Governments in respect to a Conference on the Bounty question. The Sugar Law is to be brought up in the 
French Chamber and an important decision is likely to be soon arrived at.

British West Indies.—The crops for 1886 have been generally good. Trinidad telegrams report 
“ favourable weather,” and “ showery and unsettled.” In British Guiana the cultivation is feeling the effects 
of too much rain.

British Guiana.—A letter has been received from the Colonial Office (18th February, 1887), in reply 
to a letter from the West India Committee of 15th December, 1886, stating, as to retrenchment in the Civil 
Service Expenditure of British Guiana, that Sir Henry Holland concurs as to the necessity for economy in the 
affairs of the Colony, and the matter will have his best attention when the Colonial estimates are received. Sir 
H. Holland does not think that the state of the Colony has been officially ignored. Salaries (including that of 
the Governor) will be considered at each vacancy. The rules of leave of absence apply to British Guiana as to 
all Colonies not having responsible government, and the amount of leave is not excessive. (The above will be 
replied to as acknowledging the necessity of retrenchment, and important results are anticipated from the 
combined action of the West India Committee and the Planters’ Association of British Guiana.)

Venezuela.—A Parliamentary paper has been published as to the relations between Venezuela and 
the British West Indies (especially Trinidad). The Committee used every means to induce the British 
Government to utilize the presence of President Guzman Blanco in Europe, to come to an arrangement as to 
the duties on Trinidad exports to Venezuela ; but the negotiations have been inconclusive, as the Venezuelan 
Government required a treaty providing that favoured-nation treatment should only be granted upon the same 
terms as a third Country might have granted in return for the favourable treatment it received.

Beet Production.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows ;—1886-7, 2,657,500 tons, as compared with
2,137,351 in 1885-6, and 2,545,889 in 1884-5 

1886-7. 1885-6. 1884-5.
Germany ......................................... 1,012,500   838,131   1,154,817
Austria ............................................. 525,000   377,032   557,766
France, ............................................. 500,000   298,407   308,410
Russia ............................................. 475,000   537,860   386,433
Belgium............................................. 95,000   48,421   88,462
Holland and other Countries ....... 50,000   37,500   50,000

2,657,500 2,137,351 2,545,888

General Stocks (Licht).—The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes) in 
February, 1,297,165 tons, against 1,304,222 in 1886 ; United States, 93,000, against 47,980 ; Havana, 
37,592, against 32,051. Total stocks: 1,427,757 tons, against 1,384,253.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. 
Circular is supplied to present members free.
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Sugar Bounties: Question.—A prospectus of the British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association will be 
issued in a few days to all concerned. In the meantime copies can be obtained confidentially from the Secretary 
of the West India Committee (who is also acting as Secretary to the Association, subject to the approval of the 
West India Committee). Parliamentary action on this question is likely to be soon reported to the West 
India Committee^; */Jp F * ft d^^p

International Conference on Bounties.—It is understood that the British Government are proceeding 
with informal negotiations. The Committee called the attention of Lord Salisbury, the Foreign Minister; on 
March 2nd* to folio wing, dpcuments:,—(1.) Copy of telegram from Berlin in the London newspapers of 28 th 
February. (2.) Copy of extract from Die Deutsche Zucker Industrie, Berlin, 25th February. This journal is 
the leading one in Germany devoted to the sugar interest, and is always well-informed ; and (3.) telegram from 
Berlin published in the London newspapers of l$t March. “ From these extracts it would appear that Germany, 
the principal sugar-producing country of the Continent, aS well as Austria, are disposed to join in an 
International Conference on the Sugar Bounty Question, and We believe that there is little doubt Holland and 
Belgium would come into such an arrangement. We would therefore express our earnest hope that tlie object 
of the ConferOhce Would be to draw up a scheme for the suppression of the bounties to be submitted to the 
different Governments interested. We beg, further, to request inasmuch as there seems noW good reaSOh to 
anticipate that the Conference will take place, that your Lordship would be pleased to secure the West India 
Committee being kept thoroughly informed (confidentially, if necessary,) of all that is passing on this subject, so 
that we may have the opportunity of expressing the views of those who are interested in the sugar industry of 
the British Colonies at the various stages of the proceedings.” The following are the extracts alluded to above”: —

The Times, February 28th, 1887.
<l Berlin, February 27th.

“ The German Government has1 consented to take part in the International Conference on the Sugar 
Premiums, proposed by England.”

Wd..........  ^^888 . . . :7r~()<2I0;r . . . :...................................

The Times, March 1st, 1887.
“ Berlin, February 28th.

“ At a general meeting held to-day of the German Taxation Reform Association a resolution was adopted 
affirming the necessity of seeking to effect by means of an international treaty the universal abolition, or at 
least the reduction as far as possible of the export bounties on sugar. The resolution declares that in the event 
of such a treaty being concluded, a consumption tax of 12m. per meter-centner on sugar of any kind would 
yield to the empire an adequate revenue without injury' to thn sugar industry’.”

gmbnloni) anol 00.0,100,2 in 7-0881 ioi eqoyr-oflao Ijsqbnrrq niff aalBmiteo hfohl .tK—.aiosG iizaG 
. 000,007 sdnQ Zucker Industrie. “* -pun) ago) 000,003

“Berlin, 25th Febriiaiy, 1887.
eldnoi I oi qir nb oa bite ..qoff 08 bnq 000,06 midi out dqod nd v 000,0g izon orft ,yinD *:qoiro6 •

“INTERNATIONAL SUGAR CONGRESS.
“At the sitting on the 19 th inst. of the Sub-Committee of the Committee elected by the Austrian Senate 

for the consideration of the sugar tax law, the following resolution, proposed by Deputy Menzer, was cafried 
unanimously:—‘To take advantage of every opportunity for the bringing about of international negotiations 
for the abolition of all export bounties.’” fg beiinU j 3881 hi 6I6,2££,I ianiBns ,anoi 708,f£2.[ tdoTsM 

.708,018,1 J-ju.mho! 989.8d8,l tetoT .788,13 teniinpj £82,87
An acknowLdgeipppt was received from Sir J. Fergusson (March 7th), promising further communication 

with the West India Committee when the reports of Her Majesty’s representatives at Berlin, Paris, &c., have 
been received. i in arf bliroda iBifloiia aidt oil sflitelei jA aaoitosTToo uoiffiuriolal

Java PRODubTioN.^-(Mr. Consul McNeill, Batavia. February, 1887,)^-“ As regards the sugar cultiVatioii 
of Java, I beg to report as follows:— -ooit aiodmoni inoaoiq of
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The following figures show the(.n ok HAjuoaid) Picul,
1875   3,286,680
1876 ............................................. 3,717,716
1877 ..............................//' ... - k,048^74
1878 .............. ..... ...... .»•• 3,700,630
1879 3,843,470

,^\188Q , ................................ 3,593,404

production from 1875 to 1885r: .

1881 .............................................. 4,606,780
1882 .............................................. 4,809,322
1883 .............................................. 5,348,867
1884 .............................................. 6,493,248
1885 . ...’ ................................. 6,259,355

From this table it will be seen that the production has taken great strides since 1880, caused by the
yearly erection of new mills during the prosperous years of 1881-83. The yield of 1884 was an unusually 
abundant one, owing to the exceptionally fine weather which prevailed, and the decrease in 1885 was owing 
to a generally smaller yield5 of sugar per acre, arid not to any rediietion in the acreage planted;

The 1886 ciyp'will probably about equal that of l^o, and for 1887 the acreage planted is about the 
safi^e as in 1885 and 1886, so .that’the production of that year will only differ from that of its predecessors as 
if may Be influenced ’by’climatic dr other unforeseen causes. No hew mms are at ’present being erected ; and, 
in reply to the query of the West India Committee as to whether the production is extending or decreasing, 
I. may safely say that at the moment it is stationary, and will probably remain so for, in any case, another 
couple of years. diionnoO eflT .BnoHnHo m

The question as to the price* at which sugar can be produced here is a very vexed one, in view of the 
varying circumstances under which mills work in the different districts'of the* island;

^Ir. Van den Berg, the President of the Java Bank, who has a wide reputation for the interest he fakes in 
the welfare of this and other industries in the colony, lately collected statistics bearing on this point from all 
the districts of the island, and caipe to the conclusion that the yrop. of 18^5 cost ‘op an average 8fl. per picul of 
pBlbs. English, or about the equivalent of Ils. 6(1. per cwt., free on board, for No. 14.

The present crop, will, it ip said, cost less, owing to* further economics having been introduced in the 
manufacture of the sugar.

Turning* from the average cost of production ov^r the whole island to that of some individual mills, I may 
mention that, in several well-authenticated instahce65 this does riot exceed 6fl. per picul, or' about 8s. 9d. 
her cwt., free oir board’; while as cost *of 7fl. per picul, TOs. 3d. per cwt., free off board,; is by np means rare.

’ 'fhese figures include ah export 'duty of* 9c. per picul, dr l’i4d. per cwt:;’ and there are other taxes 

weighing exclusively upon this industry, which, yary in different districts, but may be taken as running from 
50c. to 75p. per picul, or 8|d. to Is. Ofd. per cwt.”

Beet Production.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows:—1886-7, 2,657,500 tons, as compared with 2,137,351 
in~18B5-6, and 2,545,889 in 1^84-5 :—

1886-7. 1885-6. 1^4-5.

......-r. AW 
hM ........... 48,421 ..
Ms ...........  ••

Germany.......................... ....................1,012,500 ........... 838,131 ...........
525 000 377,032 ...........

........... 298,407 ...........Franco 4 ..z; m . ........... .................... 500,000
• BmaiiflmoasA Tn-ui’dl’ noin.

Belgium . n,... jj. .ri. V).t. nvahrnn r rjr 
Holland and other Countries...........

boigohu air 
hi to tnoitii 
tnovo orit n 
bluow bind

1,154,817
557,766
308,410

,.386,438
88,462
50,000

gnirmift

TO<I J
2,6u/,o00 L,lo/,3ul 3,545,888 o; ifB uTlqnl i

b rfona ‘io 
i of bloiv

Cane Crops.—Mr. Licht estimates the principal cane crops for 1886-7 at 2,094,000 tons (including 
600,000 tons Cuba). Preceding year (1885-6() is recQrded at ^18^000 (including Cuba 700,000).

—Bussian Treasury proposes a law on factories as follows :—The first 50,000 pud sugar to 
pay 50 kop. duty, the next 56,000 pud to pay 65 kop., the third 50,000 pud 80 kop., and so on up to 1 rouble 
25 kop., the object apparently being th restrict the production; It i4 rialid that Italy has taken to grant export 
bounties, dn Germany changes in sugar duties are being also discussed, with intention to lower drawbacks, 
which, if carried out, would be a step in the right direction.

GriNfiRAi: Stocks.—(Licht.) The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes), in 
March, 1,221,807 tons, against 1,222,515 in 1886; United States, 86,000 foiife, : against 65,045; Havana, 
78,232 against 61,837. Total stocks, 1,386,039 tons, against 1,349,397.

,(dK *>«<) J mod L. OHLSON, SECEEiiBr
9v«o. ,.‘rA xnal .fidmit h; a rill lo ^hoqui orii nonw /T eioj dtiw

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
of Ope Guinea and upwards^ entitling subscriber to Circular for a year,, and other papers. Circular is supplied 
to present members free.
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April 18th, 1887.

vd box it saw ardT .IbtohoO hoo^tu8 odd io wndna odd gninTB^oi Tomovox) odi io noikm odd ni boriovni hfioq 

>di hno^od fa :u/f-j
Sugar Bounties Question.—The Association recently formed is proceeding with its work. An influential 

Parliamentary Committee is being formed. The English labour interest is being communicated with, and it is 

hoped that the great Trade Societies will support an application to the Government and Parliament for the . 
■ .

abolition of bounties, either by Conference or other means. At a Meeting of Delegates of London Trades Societies 

convened by the London Trades’ Council, on March lOth,the following Resolution was passed :—k- That this 

meeting of London Trades’ Unionists cordially endorses the resolution passed by the National Trades’ Union 
■

Congress—viz., 4 That foreign State Bounties are a violation of the principles of free trade, and the Congress 

urges the Government to take such measures as it may deem expedient, consistent with free trade principles, to 

secure their immediate abolition:’ ” The following application has been made to the Colonial Office by the West 

India Committee, April 13th : That you would be good enough to allow at one of the sittings of the Colonial 

Conference a discussion of the effect of foreign State Bounties upon the Sugar Industry of the Empire. We 

suggest that the representatives of Queensland, New South Wales, Fiji, Natal, Mauritius, the West India 

Islands, and British Guiana, should attend such meeting.” The above was signed by the following representa

tives gf the Colonial Conference : N. Lubbock (Chairman of the West India Committee); J. Ernest Tinne 
aoiaiB botiaU ^di io aoiiqame

(British^Guiana ; Chairman of the West India Association of Liverpool); George H. Chambers (Barbados and 

Windward Islands); Albert P. Marryat (Trinidad) ; Rodolph A. Hankey (Leeward Islands) ; C. Washington 
'IL. ; L l;! JlL 'HmM Jl

Eves (Jamaica).
.Ya/.T.nij:^ .ZOHJHO .J
British Guiana and Venezuela.—The suspension of diplomatic relations between Great Britain and 

Venezuela brings to a point the Boundary question. It is felt that every effort should be made to support the 

Government in maintaining the Schomburgh boundary, but it is further contended that the real boundary, as 

acquired from the Dutch, is the range of Imataca, which extension would include many of the gold fields claimed, 

but not properly governed, by Venezuela. No opinion is here expressed on this extension, which is certainly an 

important matter for the Colony. Mr. Hugh Watt, M.P., who represents large British interests and capital 

in the interior of Guiana, proposes to call public attention to the question by an address in Exeter Hall, on 

Monday, April 25th, at 3 p.m. He has requested that this meeting should be made known to all interested in 

British Guiana.



British Guiana.—Planters’ Association arc communicating with Government on important questiqus..
‘ / • 1 J. 'J C: /LOkJ J

(1) The new method of presenting the Immigration Fund Account, by which the balance to the credit of the 

planters disappears, or is appropriated for purposes to which it is not applicable. (This matter has been referred 

by the General Purposes Committee, West India Committee, to a Committee of the British Guiana Proprietors, 

who will urge the attention of the Secretary of State to it.) (2) Sea Defences. (A copy of the Bill to secure 

the maintenance of the Sea River and outer Dams of Estates can be seen at West India Committee’s office.) 

The working of the new Medical Ordinance has also been considered by the Association, as well as the important 

point involved in the action of the Governor regarding the salary of the Surgeon General. This was fixed by 

the Combined Court in approving estimates in 1885, and it is contended that any further payment beyond the

amount so. placed on the estimates is illegal and unconstitutional. (The British Guiana Proprietors will be 

called to attend a meeting to discuss these (pestions, in the meantime a request has been made to the Secretary 

of State to defer any decision until the proprietors have been heard.)
) noitilixh

France.—Chamber separated without voting any change in Sugar Law. Discussion proposed for‘May. 10,

Beet Crops.—The figures of the full crops of 1886-7 are not complete, for’estimates see last' circular.
io io Ho ip Ip v b; vp ^bimJl a8i^i mdT • ^.xrz-^^mO

Stocks.—The visible stocks , Rueb) at end of March arc in Europe 1,198,774 tons against 1,179,030 in 

1886; United States, 82,258 against 83,882: Havana, 85,999 against 82,790; Total, 1,367,031. against 

1,345,702,—or an excess of only 21,329 tons on the visible stocks of the world.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 14 weeks, 1887, 236,356 tons; against 261,264, same period,

1886, decrea^b, 24,908. Deliveries, 228,340 against 218,314; increase, 10,026.

306,685 ; deficiency, 106.909. dona bnoiln bbiodg

Stocks, 199,776 against 

uinf) rl^ithR bnn .abmdel
4 . < ^noTolqo/J UinolQD odi in apyil

Lnited Statues.— The Consumption of the United States continues to increase, while the export of Refined

Sugar so much objected to by English Refiners sensibly diminishes, this year it only reached 11,057 against 
1O nnn . _ x ■ ■' ? ' •" . . ' . 
18,090 at same date last year.
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JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

May 16 th, 1887,

The Colonial Conference.—On Friday, April 29th, the question of the Sugar Bounties was discussed, 
at the request of the West India Committee addressed to the Secretary of State, by the Colonial Conference at 
the Foreign Office. The following attended as representing the West Indies : Mr. Lubbock, Sir George H. 
Chambers, Mr. R. Hankey, Mr. C. Washington Eves, Mr. J. E. Tinne, Mr. A. P. Marryat, Mr. Ohlson. No 
report of the proceedings is yet possible, but it is hoped that the great influence of the Conference, as represent
ing all the Colonies, will be effective in hastening a settlement of the question.

International Sugar Conference.—It is understood that formal negotiations are now proceeding 
to bring about a Conference, Continental Governments having agreed, subject to further explanations, to take 
part. The West India Committee were called upon by Her Majesty’s Government to forward any suggestions 
they might have to make. The following letter was accordingly written to the Colonial Office, May 5th, signed 
by Mr. Lubbock : “ Upon a careful review of the propositions submitted to various International Conferences 
since 1862, it does not appear likely that any arrangement for the suppression of Bounties based upon a system 
of yields, correlation, or saccharimetric tests would be satisfactory or have any element of permanence. Manu
facturing and refining in bond, which would abolish drawbacks founded on yields, seems to offer the most 
acceptable solution. This was urged upon Foreign Powers by Her Majesty’s Government from 1872 to 1878, 
agreed to repeatedly by France and Holland, and was also recommended by the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons in 1880, although the consideration of equivalents was not excluded. (Select Committee’s con
clusions on this point here quoted). We therefore respectfully suggest that Her Majesty’s Government should 
invite the European Governments concerned to a Conference with the object of arriving at a common under
standing to form the basis of a Convention binding the Governments to bring the system of Bounties to an end 
at a given date. That Her Majesty’s Government should express the opinion that this end can be most effectively 
and surely obtained by the abolition of all drawbacks, and by a system of manufacturing and refining in bond, at 
the same time expressing their readiness to consider any equivalent proposals. No doubt an important question 
may be raised as to the position of the contracting powers in regard to non-contracting countries that continue 
to grant Bounties. This question has been raised before and is one of some difficulty. We would, however, 
respectfully suggest, in the event of the point being raised, that Her Majesty’s Government should express their 
willingness to consider the views of the Powers, which could be fully ascertained at the Conference as to some 
arrangement whereby they may be secured from any disadvantage in our markets arising from the fact of their 
becoming parties to a Convention with this country.”

France.—The Sugar Duties have been discussed in the French Chamber, especially with regard to a 
change in the method of assessment. An additional tax of 10 francs per 1,000 kilos, on all Sugars has been 
agreed to. But the further discussion of these points appears for the time to be suspended.

Bounties.—The following calculation has been made by Deutsche Zuckerindustrie of the loss to 
Continental revenues from Sugar Bounties. France, £3,280,000 : Austria, £1,036,667 ; Holland, £309,655 ; 
Germany, £1,886,690 ; Belgium, £813,000. Total, £7,326,012 (or, excluding Russia, about an average of 
£3 10s. per ton on the Beet root production).

Germany.—The following is an extract from the Deutsche Zuckerindustrie, 13th May, 1887 :—On the 
assembling of the Federal Council yesterday, the Sugar Tax Bill, contrary to expectation, had not yet been 
distributed, although it was to be considered immediately, and probably has been by this time. The Federal 
Council will refer the scheme to the Committees, who will not get the matter out of hand so quickly as is 
generally expected. It would appear that the basis of the new law is a combination of the tax on Beets and a 
Consumption Tax, and it is already very evident that in establishing the latter a good many very carefully 
considered stipulations will be necessary. It is, therefore, doubtful whether the Bill can be submitted to the 
Reichstag before the Whitsuntide holidays. The Bill is said to propose a tax on Beets of 1 mark per 100 kilos., 
and a Consumption Tax of 10 marks : and a drawback of 10 marks per 100 kilos., according to the proportion 
of 10 to 1. The new law is expected to come into operation on 1st August, 1888. This was only what was to 
be expected, as the present law forms the only foundation for the extension and condition of this year’s Beet 
cultivation.
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The new law will exercise a powerful influence on prices ; the day it comes into force, reducing the 
drawback from 18 marks to 10 marks, will see the value of the Sugar Stocks of the factories and refineries 
reduced by 8 marks per 100 kilos., and to accommodate themselves to this, the industry will require time, and 
the refineries especially will have to make arrangements for this change. If, consequently, the maintenance of 
the present law for next campaign is based upon justice and equity, it is of the utmost importance to the 
trade and industry to be definitely informed on the point as soon as possible. It lies with the Federal Council 
to let this be known at once, for, without their assent, the Reichstag is unable to fix an earlier date for the new 
laws coming into operation, and we therefore beg to ask for the earliest possible information on the subject.

(Memorandum on above Extract.)

The existing German Tax is 1’70 marks per 100 kilos’, of Rootsand the drawback 18 marks per 100 kilos. 
Sugar Thus, if ll°/o of Sugar is obtained from roots, the drawback on the Sugar produced from 1,000 kilos. 
Roots is 19’8 marks, whilst the duty paid is only 17'0 marks, leaving a bounty of 2’80 marks per 100 kilos. 
Sugar. Under the proposed new law the tax will be 1 mark per 100 kilos. Beetroot, and the drawback 10 marks 
per 100 kilos, of Sugar, thus if ll°/o is obtained, the drawback on the Sugar produced from 1,000 kilos. Beets 
will be 11 marks, whilst the duty on the same quantity of Roots will be 10 marks, and thus the bounty will be 
reduced from 2#80 to 1 mark per 100 kilos. Sugar, assuming llo/o is obtained. In addition there will be a 
Consumption Tax, or, in other words, a duty on manufactured Sugar going into consumption, of 10 marks per 
100 kilos. Germany is thus proposing to adopt, to this extent, the principle of manufacturing in bond.

General Beet Crop.—The Beet crops up to the end of April for 1886-7, were estimated at 2,657,500 
tons, against 2,137,351.

General Stocks (Licht).—The visible Stocks of Sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes) in 
April, 1,039,829 tons, against 1,111,153 in 1886 ; United States, 100,000 tons, against 94,726 ; Havana, 
108,712, against 102,522. Total Stocks, 1,248,541 tons, against 1,308,401.

Board of Trade Returns.—The importation of Refined Sugar for the four months ending 30th April, 
1887, was 113,688 tons, against 105,403 tons same period last year.

Raw Sugar, 304,083 tons, against 295,494 tons in 1886. Total imported, 417,772 tons, against 
400,897 tons. Of the total imported in the four months 247,679 was Beet.

The principal feature of the return is the continuance of large imports from the United States of Refined.

British Guiana.—A letter to Colonial Office, signed by Mr. Lubbock, 11th May, approves of the 
application of Immigration Fund surplus to reduction of Indenture Fee, and disapproves of the new form of 
Account by which expenses for the continuance of Immigration are charged against a season already closed and 
provided for.

Trinidad.— Weather reports by telegram to 10th May : Weather too wet, and rain has fallen heavily.

Demerara.—Weather showery and unsettled (May 16th).

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c. , relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 
to present members free.
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Bounties.—No further information has been received respecting proposed International Conference.
A Parliamentary Committee of more than 100 Members has been formed. A great deputation to Lord 
Salisbury is in prospect.

British Guiana.—The Secretary of State writes to say that he thinks the supposed balance to the credit 
of the Immigration Fund at the end of 1884, did not really exist. He recommends that the financial year for 
the purpose of Immigration Accounts should run from the 1st July to 30th June. The suggestion that the 
surplus fund which has accumulated in the l^mds of the Immigration Loan Commissioners should be invested as 
a fund to meet any excessive Urm and FoFback passages, has been approved by the Secretary of State.

Trinidad.—At the request of the West India Committee, Mr. Baden-Powell, M.P., very kindly’ asked 
the following question of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and received the subjoined reply:—“What 
was the reason for the delay in issuing licences for the working of that portion of the Pitch Lake in Trinidad 
hitherto reserved; whether it was true that the Government of Trinidad were considering an offer of £10,000 a 
year from the present lessees to secure exclusive, rights; and whether, if the lake were kept open to public 
competition of lessees, the receipts of revenue would not be greater than the rental mentioned in the above offer.

“ Sir H. Holland.—Licences .have not been issued for getting pitch from the reserved portion of the lake 
because the Colonial Government and Legislature are considering an offer by the lessees of the other part of the 
lake to take a lease of the whole on terms which would insure a minimum royalty of £10,000 a year. From the 
information in my possession I have no reason to think that a greater revenue would be obtained by offering the 
lease of the reserved portion to public competition, but I am not prepared to answer the question more definitely 
until the opinion of the Colonial Legislature has been ascertained.”

Trinidad Coolies.—Mr. Nourse has received the contract for shipping 600 return immigrants from 
Trinidad to Calcutta, at £9 18s. 3d. With regard to Coolie Shipping generally, a suggestion has been made 
that the requisitions in British Guiana and Trinidad should be made up by the end of January in each year, so 
as to allow greater time for the arrangements.

Rum Sale Terms.—The following letter has been received by the West India Committee from Mr. Arthur 
H. Robinson, dated 9th June. “ At a Meeting of the principal Rum buyers held to-day, the following resolu
tions were passed, a copy of., which 1 beg to hand to you as representing the Importers. I shall be glad if you 
could arrange for your Committee to meet us on Thursday next, at any hour convenient to them, in order to discuss 
the subject.” Enclosure: At a Meeting of the Rum buyers, held this day (9th June), Mr. Percy Bence Trower 
in the Chair. It was resolved unanimously that it is desirable that the terms of payment should be assimilated to 
those existing at Liverpool, viz.—Cash in 14 days less 2£ per cent, discount. It was also unanimously resolved 
that Mr. Trower, Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Lamb, be appointed a Committee, with power to add to their number, 
to confer and arrange with the Importers to carry same into effect.”
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French Sugar Law.—This has passed the Chamber and has to pass the Senate. From 1st September, 
1887, the yield will be, for crop 1887-88, 7 kilos, of refined sugar per 100 kilos, of roots; 1888-89, 7'25 kilos., 
and the next two crops 7'50 and 7*75 respectively. The law imposing a special tax, to come into operation at 
once, has been passed. This law is for the sole purpose of recouping the loss on sugar revenue, and contributing 
to make good the general deficit on the Budget.

German Sugar Law.—The particulars of this law given in the last Circular are confirmed. The Bill has 
now passed important stages, and will take effect, if passed finally in its present form, on 1st August, 1888.

The following is from Messrs. H. Clark & Co.’s Circular, dated 8th June: —

1886-87. 1885-86. j 1886-87. 1885-86.

Cuba..........
........................ 650,000 . . 692,250 Java........................... . . . . 370,000 . . 366,000

Porto Rico 40,000 . . 40,000 British India .......... . . . . 50,000 . . 50,000
Trinidad . . . 60,000 . . 49,200 Brazils....................... . . . . 260,000 . . . . 186,000
Barbados . . . 55,000 44,000 ! Manilo .... ........... . .. . 145,000 190,000
Jamaica . . . 18,000 .. 19,000 I Louisiana ............ . . . . 87,500 . . . . 122,900
Antigua and St. Kitts. . . . 20,000 . . 20,000 | 1 Peru............................ . . . 30,000 . . 30,000
Martinique . 38,000 . . 33,000 Egypt ....................... . . . . 50,000 . . 65,000
Guadeloupe . 40,000 . . 37,000

Total Cane (tons) .. .Demerara .. a >i 120,000 . . . . 111,800
... 2,163,500 2,204,150

Reunion . . . 4 If I 30,000 . . 34,000
Total Beet (tons) . . . . . . 2,657,500 2,137,350

Mauritius . . . 100,000 . . . . 114,000 ; Tons........
________

. . .. 4,821,000 4,341,500

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 22 weeks, 1887, 398,890 tons; against 403,143, same period, 
1886; decrease, 4,253. Deliveries, 366,940 against 341,975; increase, 24,965. Stocks, 223,710 against 
324,893 ; deficiency, 101,183 tons.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 
of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 
to present members free.
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. 8£M8- ....................... ^b3’rfaUna „
Mr. Crum Ewing.—The West India Committee desire to record their sincere regret at the death of 

Mr. Humphrey Ewing Crum Ewing. For many years, both in and out of Parliament, he rendered most 

valuable service in connection with West Indian questions. He was a member of the Select Committee of 

the House of Commons on Sugar Duties in 1862.
a}* L r ............... V G Q ) G ....... i 0 1 . o > n .................. , . J I \ CT < 1 <-

Sugar Bounties.—A Meeting between the representatives of British and Colonial Sugar Industries, and 

Members of Parliament, took place at the House of Commons on J uly 12th. The result was that Mr. Staveley 

Hill, Sir A. Orr Ewing, and Mr. Baden Powell, agreed to see Mr. W. H. Smith as to facilities for a Parlia

mentary discussion this Session if possible. An endeavour is being made to bring the question before the House 

of Lords. The great Deputation of the Trades’ Union Societies to Lord Salisbury took place on July 22nd. The 

Premier announced that negotiations were proceeding for an International Conference, and advised that a clear 

issue should be put before the country, so that the Government would be justified by public opinion in securing 

a practical remedy for the evils arising from bounties.

Beet Crops.—The recent weather has been favourable to the beetroot in Germany. The vegetation of 

the roots has developed in excellent condition, although the yield is likely to be affected by the heavy rains. In 

Austria-Hungary rain has fallen, but the long continued dry weather has affected the roots. In Russia, the 

weather is favourable, and crop likely to be good. ;’(The estimates of crop, by Licht, had not been received in 

time for this circular).
Board of Trade Returns.

IMPORTS INTO UNITED KINGDOM, 6 Months ended 30th June.

1885. 1886. 1887.

Sugar Refined and Candy :— cwts. cwts. cwts.

From Germany ................................. ... 531,777 ... ... 827,617 ... . . . 1,404,027

,, Holland..................................... ... 694,515 ... . .. 524,584 ... .. 686,012

,, Belgium ................................. 44,737 . . . 51,713 .. . . . . 96,278

France ..................................... . . . 351,028 . ... . . . 270,437 . . . . . . 756,020

,, United States ......................... ...1,462,919 .... ... 562,490 . . . .. 657,043

,, Other Countries ..................... 1,938 .... ... 653,102 ... 9,164

Total . . . . .. 3,086,914 2,889,943 3,608,544
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1880. 1886.
Sugar, Unrefined :— cwts. cwts.

From Germany ....................................... 4,720,656   2,589,398

„ Holland.................................. 115.217   173,325

,, Belgium .........,............................ 211,105 ........... 392,931

,, France ........................................... 22,212   6,141

,, British West Indiesand Guiana . . 1,366,899 ............. 1,198,440

„ British East Indies ...................... 231,928   380,143

,, China and Hong Kong......... 14,679   44,226

Mauritius............................... 104,151   167,164

,, Spanish West India Islands .... 360,238   5,000

,, Brazil ........................................... 878,167   372,859

[.JAITWaiUIOOl 
cwts.

.......... 3,435,170

........... 202,094

.......... 467,958

...... 17,172

..........  1,473,304

..........  174,867

..........  312

........... 58,640

..........  104,466

.......... 384,722

..........  2,357,828

,, Philippine Islands ........................... 124,454   192,772   153,643

„ Peru................................................. 260,391   331,869   199,855

„ Other Countries ........................... 356,248   398,564   295,459
------------- ------------- -------------

Total........................... 11,301,683 9,273,079 9,325,490

Molasses.......................................................... 203,006   115,400   172,246
.^-dinned moii -Im nb'tot vhimol L'/uri

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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SUPPLEMENT TO CIRCULAR 15.

West India Committee,

25th July, 1887.

{Licht, Germany.')—The weather throughout the whole of the past month was dry and warm, 

by which at first the consequences of the superabundance of moisture of the preceding month were 

counterbalanced. But when throughout the whole month rain fell but sparingly, and, besides, 

the wind dried up the soil, moisture was wanted seriously by the end of June already, yet, 

notwithstanding the repeated cooling of the air, rain did not fall in sufficient quantities until 

the end of last week. The field-works were pushed on vigorously, and the ground was cleared 

of noxious weeds, which work had been very difficult in the month of May on account of the wet 

weather. The beet fields at this time are presenting a splendid view, the leaves having developed 

luxuriantly; yet, it cannot be denied that there is a decided retardment against former years, as 

will be seen by the figures of our proof takings. It would be a great mistake to draw any 

conclusions from the present state of the beet fields upon the yield of the coming crop, since 

the latter entirely depends upon the further state of the weather. But, as said already, it 

cannot be denied that the beets in the field are still behind in regards to weight as well as 

to contents of sugar, yet this may easily be changed by better weather.

Beet Peoduction.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows:—1887-8, 2,600,000 tons; as compared with

2,653.620 in 1886-7, and 2,137,351 in 1885-6: —

1887-8. 1886-7. 1885-6.
Germany ............................... 1,000,000 . . 1,012,500 .... 838,131

Austria................................... 450,000 525,000 .... 377,032

France.............. .................... 550,000 500,000 298,407

Russia ...................... ............ 440,000 475,000 .... 537,860

Belgium ............................... 110,000 91,120 .... 48,421

Holland and other Countries 50,000 50,000 .... 37,500

Tons.......................2,600,000 2,653,620 2,137,351

General Stocks.—(Licht.)—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were (including floating

cargoes), in July: 627,855 tons, against 802,287 in 1886; United States, 183,000 tons, against 

162,535; Havana, 97,536, against 124,137. Total stocks, 908,391 tons, against 1,088,959.



DIFFUSION.

The following are some of the points referred to by Mr. Quintin Hogg, in his recent lecture in Demerara :— 

He said, the trials at Nonpareil were brought to a premature termination by the breakdown of the cutters. 

These cutters are on a new principle by the Sangerhouse Company, and the worst that can happen is that we go 

back to the Vertical instead of the horizontal, and which slice on an average 60 or 70 tons in the 24 hours. 

He might be asked what results they actually got at Aska. They diffused at Aska to the extent of 60 per 

cent, it took them 10 cwt. of coal to induce diffusion, 2 tons of coal to a ton of sugar. They got from 13 to 

14 per cent, masse cuite from cane juice at 8| Beaume. That he calculated to be about 25 per cent, more than 

was obtained out here from 8| Beaume. Then they also claimed—and it was worthy of consideration—that 

as albumen coagulated at 160, and you work this diffusion process up to 200 and 212, you coagulated the 

albumen in the chips, and a great part of the mucilage and albumen went away with the chips instead of 

coming into the juice; and so they explained the •absence of slime and scum in the clarifiers. Megass cannot 

be diffused. You may macerate megass, but not diffuse it. In diffusion the cell of the cane should not be 

ruptured at all ; if once ruptured, it became maceration instead of diffusion, and impurities come out instead 

of remaining in. It was perfectly useless to try diffusion without weighing the canes, and so the canes had 

to be thrown on the dam, weighed 2 tons at a time, and put into punts. The handling had a very injurious 

effect on the canes, for whereas the co-efficient of purity when milled was 95, it fell down to 82 in one case, 

and 84 in another in the diffusion. The handling, moreover, seemed to increase the glucose, which 

immediately ran up to 2| per cent. Then the cutters came to utter grief. These cutters were horizontal, 

for the makers had argued in this way:—11 The vertical cutter gives you one hopper, and the knives coming 

round cut only the canes in that one hopper, but a horizontal cutter will allow of six hoppers, and so you 

will get six times the work of the vertical cutter.” But here at Nonpareil the cutters broke down. A great 

mass of threads and cush-cush got into the disc to such an extent that the engine could not, after a time, 

be put round even with crowbars. That difficulty was taken in hand by Mr. Schultz and Mr. Jones, and little 

slits were cut and other arrangements made to allow the stuff to run out. The next difficulty was that the 

eush-cush accumulated on the outside corner of the knife, and monopolised from 15 to 20 per cent, of the 

cutting surface of the knife. If got rid of from one hopper, it slided on and re-appeared at the next hopper. 

Great difficulty was experienced in getting rid of this, in fact, they never succeeded in getting rid of it entirely. 

Then came the question of feed. They could not get the cutters to take the feed properly. It required a man 

to be at each hopper pushing as hard as he could, and when a cane got down to a small length and could no 

longer be hold with safety, it slid down horizontally and was whittled and churned round and round instead 

of being sliced. To cut matters short, instead of cutting up 200 tons of cane in 24 hours, these machines 

did not cut up 20 ; instead of filling diffusers, as they were guaranteed to do, in 8 minutes, they could not 

fill under 35 to 50 minutes; and instead of the juice being on the battery for about a quarter-of-an-hour.
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and then run aloft into the triple effit, it remained stewing for 52 hours. After all this it was to In* wondered 1 

at that they got any sugar at all. Some, however, was obtained, but they got also 20 per cent. mmr matte cuite 

than with the mill. The co-efficient of purity was 82, then' was about 2$ per cent, of glucose, and they got j 

a return of 14’63 of manse cuite, or on the tonnage of the canes a total of 15’60 from the 108 ton- of < ancs that । 

were sliced up. Tlrat was the only result, so far as he knew, that they got at all. It was utterly illusory to 

pretend to go into details when the feeding part of your apparatus only gave or ,lo of the proper power. J 

No great amount of inversion took place in the diffusion batteries, which of themselvt > worked admirably, except 

that the doors at bottom were slightly weak, and a little alteration had to be made. They gave very fair juice, I 

but personally he was disappointed in the colour of the juice. At Aska it was axXemely brilliant and as clear j 

as perfectly pure springwater. At Nonpareil, savannah water was used, the ordinary brown water. This I 

water passing through the chips of canes will be filtered, and however impure it may be when pul into cell 

No. 1, depend upon it when it comes to cell No. 2, and cell No. 3, though it might nut lose it- p*a-colour> it 

will lose the vegetable matter.” He (Mr. Hogg; did not know who were to blame for th* long turn the juice 

was kept in the batteries, but when it came to the clarifiers it was cloudy, and though not a* < loudy as mill ; 

juice, was yet not as clear its Aska juice. He had seen chips dried and burnt at Aska with great >uec< and 1 

having made up his mind to try the experiment himself, he hud sent out a wire tramway to currv wet chips ■ 

away, to be subsequently scattered to dry and to be brought to the furnace in basket-. The experiment .was | 

tried at Nonpareil, and to their astonishment, after drying, the mill -lightly elevated took the < hip* without | 

trouble: so that there was no doubt whatever as to the chips, when dried, making excellent furl. Dm point 

which struck him was that it would be better to have hydraulic joints in the mill in connection with the 1 

diffusion process, instead of, as now, putting merely metal to metal.
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West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London. E.C.,

5th September, 1887.

British Guiana.—Several Meetings of Proprietors have been held in London to discuss various matters 

connected with the Colony. As a result, some papers were presented to Sir Henry Holland, at a private inter

view, especially bearing upon the reduction of the salary of the Governor, and of the Civil Service Expenditure 

generally. After full consideration the Proprietors decided not to propose, at present, any changes in the 

financial arrangements of Immigration, but the change in the Medical Service, by which the authority of the 

Head of the Immigration Department is made subordinate to that of the Surgeon General, is strongly deprecated, 

and the Secretary of State is to be immediately addressed in confirmation and further explanation of the state

ments on this subject made by the Deputation, which comprised two Members of the Court of Policy. The 

following official papers have been recently received from British Guiana, and can be seen at this office : —British 

Guiana Blue Book, for 1886; Reports of the Medical Inspector and Immigration Agent General, for 1886; 

Annual List of Arrivals and Allotments of Immigrants, for season 1886-87.

The International Conference on Bounties.—The following Countries have unconditionally agreed to 

enterin to the Conference : Austria, Hungary, Germany, Holland, Italy, Spain, and Denmark. Belgium accepts, 

but insists upon Refining in Bond. France, Russia, Brazil, Portugal, Sweden, and Norway, have not replied. 

United States accepts provisionally while Congress is not sitting. The West India Committee have addressed a 

letter to the Colonial Office, August 24th, asking the Government to bring about the Conference, notwithstanding 

the reluctance or refusal of France to join. The Committee referred to the proceedings, reported in the 

“ Journal des Fabricants de Sucre,” of August 17th, of the Association of Raw Sugar makers, in which they 

(the Fabricants) say they cannot compete with the sugar industry in Germany, or against the producers of cane 

sugar if the premiums on fabrication and the surtax on importation are suppressed. I hey protest against the 

Conference and urge their Government to refuse its adhesion, on the ground that the suppression of premiums 

would result irrevocably in the extinction of the French Sugar Industry. After quoting the above view >, the 

West India Committee proceed 11 to point out the confirmation of the view we have always expressed, that 

without bounties the French Beet Sugar production could not compete successfully with that of the cane, but 

our object in writing this letter is to impress upon Her Majesty’s Government that whether I rance immediately 

comes into the Conference or not, the said Conference should be held as soon as possible. There can be little 

doubt that when the Conference begins its work, France will see the necessity of joining in its proceedings.” 

The letter closes by asking to be kept informed of the progress of the negotiations.
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caused the rise, which it is expected will become still more marked if unfavourable reports continue to be 

received from the continent. Up to the end of August, the dry hot weather was distinctly unfavourable 

to the roots, and the possibility of a smaller crop was gaining ground, not only in Germany, but in all the 

beet growing countries. In France, the roots have suffered so much that it is doubtful if the present rains 

will be of great benefit. Numbers of fields have been partially cleared (idairci^ by insects. Germany and

Beet Production.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows: — 

2,653,620 in 1886-7, and 2,137,351 in 1885-6 :— 

1887-8.

Germany............................... 1,000,000 ....

Austria ............................... 450,000 ....

France ............................... 550,000 ....

Russia................................... 440,000 ....

Belgium............................... 110,000 ....

Holland and other Countries 50,000 ....

1887-8, 2,600,000 tons; as compared with?

1886-7. 1885-6.

1,012,500 .... 838,131

525,000 .... 377,032

500,000 .... 298,407

475,000 .... 537,860

91,120 .... 48.421

50,000 .... 87.500

Tons ................... 2,600,000 2,653,620 2,137,351

The above figures are from Mr. Licht’s last Circular 

he had not reduced his estimate of the present crop, but it 

of the estimate is probable, and this, combined with the

of August 20th. 

is understood that 

generally favourable

It will be noticed. that 

a considerable reduction 

statistical position has

Austria have also had abundant rains, but it is assumed now that the present crop of Europe will be inferior] 

by 50 to 100,000 tons to the last.

General Stocks.—(Litch.)—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were including floating cargoes). in 

August:—511,090 tons, against 677,406 in 1886; United States, 167,000 tons, against 184,450; Havana, 

81,280, against 106,926. Total stocks, 759,370 tons, against 968,782.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 34 weeks, 1887, 576,717 tons, against 588,921, same period 

1886; decrease, 12,204. Deliveries, 567,429, against 562,121; increase, 5,308. Stocks, 201.048, agaih’^ 

290,525 ; deficiency, 89,477.

JAMES L. OHLSON. Secretart.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 

of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 

to present members free.
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West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

3rd October, 1887.

West India Committee.—The Fortnightly Meetings of the General Purposes Committee will be resumed, 
after the recess, on Thursday, October 13th. During the last few weeks special attention has been given to 

particular questions connected with British Guiana and Trinidad. A selection from the correspondence is 

printed in this Circular.

International Conference.—The following letter, addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
will show the present position of this question: “28th September, 1887. I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of Sir Robert Herbert’s letter of the 14th instant, enumerating the countries which had accepted the 
invitation of Her Majesty’s Government to a Conference on the subject of the Sugar Bounties. I am instructed 

to inquire, as France is the only important country, connected with the question, which had not replied at the 
date of Sir Robert Herbert’s letter, whether any communication has now been received from the French Govern

ment. In any case, we beg respectfully and most earnestly to urge upon you, in justice to the countries which 
have replied and also to the interest of the British sugar industry, the desirability of convening the Conference 

as soon as possible. Should France not take part in the early meetings of such Conference (and as the bounty7 
on the coming crop is estimated at four millions sterling, it is not likely the French industry will approve of an 
immediate Convention to abolish bounties), there can be little doubt that she would eventually participate in any 

result arrived at. We, therefore, suggest that the absence of a reply from France should be no obstacle to the 
meeting of the Conference, and we hope to have the honour of receiving from you, Sir, an intimation of the 
probable date at which the Conference will meet. Signed, N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

Trinidad Pitch Lake.—The following letter hits been addressed to the Colonial Office:—-“28th September, 
1887. I have the honour to bring to your notice, on behalf of the principal Trinidad proprietors in this 
country, certain grave objections to the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council of that Island on the 
1st September last, respecting the Pitch Lake. I am to premise that in taking this course the Proprietors 
have no pecuniary interest one way or the other in the question of the Pitch Lake, but venture to address 
you now upon the ground of our interest in the general welfare of the Colony. We think, in the first place, 
that the action of the Trinidad Government is open to serious objection, and practically amounts to a breach 
of faith with the public of the Colony, and those who are connected with it in this Country. On the 1st of 
June, 1887, the Council discussed the matter, and the Government, finding that there were many reasons and 
much weight of public feeling against a monopoly in Connection with the Pitch Lake, agreed to lay upon the 
table certain Resolutions which would be generally acceptable. Accordingly, on the 1st of July, these 
Resolutions were laid on the table. They were so far satisfactory that they recognised the principle of open 
competition as being best for the public interest. In order to allow of a full consideration of their bearing, 
the discussion was postponed for two months. They wore on the orders ot the day for the September meeting 

of Council, and it was of course expected that they would have been moved by the Attorney-Gcneial, in 
whose name they stood. Without any notice, however, and certainly without any adequate explanation 
why the Government did not fulfil its pledge to submit these Resolutions to Council, the Attorney-General 
withdrew them, and substituted one of an entirely contrary character, by which exclusive rights were given



to.aparticular company for 14 years, at the rate of not less than £10,000 a year, payable by au export, tax?j 
with power to extend for a further period of seven years provided the actual payments amounted in the 14 
years to £168,000, or at the rate of £12,000 a year. By means of the official vote, which we submit 
should not have been used on this occasion, the Resolution was passed at a single sitting of Council. We 
further desire to call your attention, Sir, to the following objections to the Resolution:— a That amongst 
the Members of Council; opposing it are the names of Mr. Frederic Warner, Dr. de \vrteuil, and Dr. 
de Boissiere, the three oldest Members of Council and of very long standing and experience as residents ini 
the Colony, and who are gentlemen in whom the fullest confidence is justly entertained bx the entire 
community. The conclusions of these influential gentlemen upon such a question are, we venture to say, 
entitled to more weight than those of the official members whose. temporary connection with the affairs of the 
Colony cannot be considered as entitling them to a preponderating influence in matters that m-re immediate ly. uncern 
the Colonist themselves. Had such a question arisen in Jamaica, we feel assured that the Governor would not 
have permitted the official vote to be taken, and this practice was partially recognised by Governor Robinson, 
although of course there is the greatest possible difference between granting a suppostal option as to voting, and 
not taking the Official vote at all. And the Resolution, it must be remembered, was introduced and strongly urged 
by the Attorney-General, and became by that means practically a Government measure. The fact remains it was 
passed by Official votes. (6) That the main contention of the Attorney-General, that in order to develop the 
Pitch Lake it should be placed in the hands of one person or set of ]>ersons, is unreasonable. It simply amounts 
to this That a constant and unlimited supply of an article now used in every important city in the world, is 
to be restricted by being confined to a particular Company, who can make their own terms, produce as much 
or as little as they please (for they are not bound to pay £168,000 in 14 years, except for securing a 
continuance of the contract), choose their own markets, regulate their own prices, and indeed enjoy all the 
profits that might be expected to follow such a monopoly. Instead of £10,000 a year (which, after all, is 
only between £5,000 and £6,000 additional to the present revenue derived by Government from this source)’ 
it is probable, as generally believed, that under a system of open competition, a very much more considerable 
amount might be obtained as revenue, and in such times as the present might afford a sensible relief to the 
taxation imposed upon the Colonists, (o) That an export duty, without any corresponding internal duty, tnakes 
it possible for the Concessionaires to obtain a market for the products of the Lake for consumption in the 
Colony itself, without contributing anything to the Revenue, (d) That Pitch is obtained in other parts of the 
Colony than the Lake, and any export duty of 6s. 8d. per ton would fall equally upon all exporters of Pitch, 
therefore the Concessionaires, as a matter of fact, would be obtaining the use of Government portions of the 
Lake rent free, or without any expenditure of capital beyond the mere working expenses and duty. It would 
seem to be more just to divide any payment from the Concessionaires to (1st), a royalty of 3s. 4d. per ton; 
2nd), the remainder of the contribution to be made up by an export tax of 3s. 4d., which would be the rate paid 

upon all 1 itch exported coming from whatever source. We would, therefore, pray that you, Sir, would be 
pleased to consider the above, as well as all the detailed objections to the Resolution which have been 
made both in Council and subsequently by various parties, and that you would not approve of the said 
Resolution, but leave the matter for further discussion of the unofficial Members of the Council. Signed) 
N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

Medical Ordinance, British Guiana.—The following letter has been addressed to Colonial Office 
28th September, 1887. W e beg respectfully to inform you that the opinions expressed bv a Deputation of 

Biitish Guiana 11 oprietors, who recently had an interview with you on the subject of Ordinance No. 9, of 
1886, have been confirmed by each subsequent mail. We do not now wish to enter into any details, but 
generally to support the statement already made to you, Sir, that the change made by that Ordinance has 
caused most unnecessary friction between the estates and the authorities, and between the Immigration Office 
and the Medical Department. Although, no doubt, the present personnel of the Medical Administration adds
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greatly to this friction, yet we feel that it is, to a more or less extent, unavoidable under the newly introduced 

system. The charge of the Coolies, for instance, is practically transferred from the Immigration Agent General 
to a gentleman who may know nothing whatever of the character of the Coolies or of East Indian life and its 
needs and customs. We, therefore, think we have good ground for complaint that the basis settled in 1873 

has been departed from to the detriment of effective administration, and also to the satisfactory and harmonious 
working of the whole Immigration system. We submit that there was no adequate reason for any such 

change; as we believe that the practice previously in force was much preferable. That practice was for the 
Inspector of Estates Hospitals to report to the Immigration Agent General, and the results of the inspections 

wore also noted at the time in the registers of Estates Hospitals. By this means any deficiencies (if they 
existed), in the appliances or condition of the hospitals would be brought at once to the notice of Proprietors of 

Estates, and also to that of the Immigration Department. An immediate remedy would thus be provided. 
I his view is borne out by recent circumstances that have occurred in connection with the Medical Inspector’s 
Department, which show that it is impossible for the new dual system to be successful. This system is indeed 

calculated to give rise to differences of opinion upon important matters, especially as the respective functions of 
the two heads of departments arc very vaguely defined and imperfectly understood. (Signed), N. Lubbock, 
Chairman.”

Beet Production.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows:—1887-8, 2,550,000 tons; as compared with
2,625.442 in 1886-7, and 2,137,351 in 1885-6:—

1887-8. 1886-7. 1885-6.
Germany . . ....................... 1,000,000 997,962 .... 838,131
Austria ............................... 450,000 523,060 .... 377,032
France................................... 550,000 488,299 .... 298,407

Russia................................... 400,000 475,000 .... 537,860

Belgium ............................... 100,000 91,120 .... 48,421
Holland and other Countries 50,000 50,000 .... 37,500

Tons.......................2,550,000 2,625,442 2,137,351

The recent weather upon the Continent has not, upon the whole, been generally favourable to the 
beet root. It will be observed that Mr. Licht reduces his estimate by 50,000 tons.

General Stocks.—(Licht.)—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes), 
in September:—436,544 tons, against 568,877 in 1886; United States, 126,000 tons, against 151,000; 
Havana, 50,800, against 86,000. Total Stocks, 613,344, against 805,877.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 38 weeks, 626,026 tons, against 625,000 same period 1886; 
increase, 1,026. Deliveries, 635,223, against 636,143; decrease, 920. Stocks, 182,563, against 251,316; 

deficiency, 68,753. JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 

of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 

to present members free.



[C ONFIDENTIAL.] (CIRCULAR No. 18.)

West India Committee,
51, Lime Street, London, E.C., 

31st October, 1887.

West India Committee.—The Conmittee in various ways have been promoting- the International 
Conference on Sugar Bounties. They have the pleasure to announce that the Conference will meet in 
London shortly, probably before the end of the year. The following letter from the Colonial Office, dated 
14th October, is in reply to that of 28th September, printed in last Circular. Since this lettei was received, 
it has become known that France has agreed to take part in the Conference. It is hoped that Lord Salisbury 
will preside at the first meeting:—“The Chairman, I am directed by the Secretary, Sir Henry Holland, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, and to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government 
are now expecting to receive shortly from the Government of France, a definite reply as to their participation 
in the proposed Conference on the Sugar Industries. I am to add that the Governments of Italy, Russia, and 
Brazil, have now accepted the invitation to take part in the Conference. (Signed,) Edward Wingfield.”

International Conference.—The Countries which have agreed to send representatives, are Austria- 
Hungary, France, Germany, Italy, Holland, Spain, Denmark, Belgium, the United States of America, Russia, 
and Brazil.

Sugar Bounties.—A public meeting on the general question will be held in Bristol, on November 8th, 
at which Mr. Lubbock will be the principal speaker.

British Guiana.—Various important matters, connected with the affairs of this colony, have been 
considered, and action taken, but report of same must be postponed. Any British Guiana proprietors, by 
applying to the Secretary of the West India Committee, will be furnished with full information.

Medical Ordinance.—British Guiana.—The following, dated 19th October, is in reply to letter printed 
in last circular:—“I am directed, by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 28th ultimo, with reference to the relations of the Medical and Immigration Departments 
in British Guiana, and to say that, having regard to recent occurrences in the colony, of which he is 
imperfectly informed by telegraph, he will defer any further reply until ho has heard further from the 
colony. (Signed,) Edward Wingfield.”

Civil Service Expenditure.—British Guiana.—The following letter, dated 18th October, has been 
received from Colonial Office, in reply to representations referred to in Circular No. 16:—“I am directed by 
Secretary, Sir Henry Holland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd of August last, enclosing one 
which was read to me on the 22nd of August by a deputation of British Guiana Proprietors, upon the subject of 
the expenditure on the Civil Service Establishments of the Colony. I am to inform you that Sir Henry Holland 
has given careful consideration to the matters referred to in that letter, to which the deputation called his 
attention, and that he is not of opinion that the financial difficulties of the Colony are such as to call for a 
general reduction of the salaries of officers now in the service of the Colony, but that he is in communication 
with the Governor as to the expediency of a general prospective reduction to take effect, as vacancies occur, 
of the salaries of the higher officers. I am to point out to you that the cost of the establishments was reduced 
by £5,000 on the estimates for the current year. Sir H. Holland concurs with the West India Committee in 
thinking that the salary of the Governor should be reduced, and he is communication with Sir H. Irving on this 
point also. With respect to the question of the leave of absence granted to public officers, I am to refer you to the 
last paragraph of the letter from this Department of the 18th of February last. (Signed,) Edward Wingfield.”

Trinidad Pitch Lake.—The following letter, from the Colonial Office, dated 25th October, is in reply 
to letter printed in last circular :—“I am directed by Secretary, Sir Henry Holland, to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 27th September, stating objections which are entertained by certain Trinidad proprietors in 
this country to the Resolution, passed by the Legislative Council of that colony, on the 1st of September, 
respecting the Pitch Lake. With regard to the action of the Trinidad Government, while Sir Henry Holland is
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unable to approve of the course adopted by the Attorney-General in withdrawing, without previous notice; the 
resolutions which he had laid on the table, and substituting a resolution in a contrary sense, he is not prepared 
to admit that there has been any breach of faith with the public. When the proposal, made to the Government 
by Mr. Finlayson, on behalf of the present lessees of the greater part of the Pitch Lake, was, by the discretion 
of the Secretary of State, submitted to the Legislative Council on the 1st of June, it was distinctly stated by 
the Attorney-General that it was not brought forward as a Government measure, but that the Secretary of State 
desired to obtain the view of the Council, and Mr. Gatty undertook to move a resolution ‘ either affirmatively 
‘ or negatively, that the proposal should be accepted, and get the opinion of the Council at the next meeting.’ 
The resolutions which he subsequently laid on the table were opposed to the acceptance of the proposal of the 
lessees, but after what had been stated at the meeting on the 1st of June, Sir H. Holland considers that though 
it would naturally be supposed that Mr. Gatty’s personal opinion was in accordance with those resolutions, it 
should have been understood that the Government was not committed to support them, and, in order to prevent 
any misapprehension, he took care to remind the Governor that the official members of the Council 
were free to vote as,they thought fit, and I am to point out that one official member voted against the resolution 
ultimately moved. Mr. Gatty’s action on the 1st of September no doubt took the Council by surprise, but the 
members who opposed the resolution which was passed, did not ask for delay on that ground, nor has Sir. H. 
Holland received any remonstrance from the colony founded on the action of the Attorney-General. As to the 
objection that a majority of the unofficial members, who took part in the division, voted against the Resolution, 
I am to observe that it was not intended by Sir H. Holland, nor would he think it right, to leave the decision 
of the question to the votes of the unofficial members. Sir H. Holland is aware that opinions differ widely as to 
the most advantageous manner of dealing wdth the Pitch Lake, and he is not surprised to find that there are 
persons in this country, interested in the welfare of Trinidad, who do not share the views of the majority of the 
Legislative Council, but, having referred to the Council the question whether the offer made by the present 
lessees, of which, I am to observe, the imposition of an export duty of 6s. 8d. on pitch obtained outside the lake 
was an express condition, he does not seo that sufficient grounds have been shown for rejecting their decision. 
It is only fair to add that that decision coincides with the opinion which, after consideration of all the 
circumstances of the case, he formed and expressed to the Governor, on the receipt of Mr. Finlayson’s proposals.— 
(Signed,) Edward Wingfield.”

Beet Production.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows:—1887-8, 2,450,000 tons; as compared with
2,625,442 in 1886-7; and 2,137,351 in 1885-6 : —

1887-8. 1886-7. 1885-6.

Germany.............................................................. . . . 950,000 . ... 997,962 . ... 838,131
Austria .............................................................. . . . 425,000 523,060 . . . . 377,032
France.................................................................. . . . 525,000 . .... 488,299 . . . . 298,407
Russia.................................................................. . . 400,000 . . . 475,000 . . . . 537,860
Belgium.............................................................. . . . 100,000 . 91,120 . 48,421
Holland and other countries............................. 50,000 . 50,000 . 37,500

Tons...................................... . . 2,450,000 2,625,442 2,137,351

The reduced estimates for 1887-8 are therefore 175,400 tons less than 1886-7. The weather in Germany 
during September was fairly favourable to the beet, but with a smaller yield. In Austria complaints arc also 
raised about the smaller yield, and the same is reported from France.

General Stocks (Licht).—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were (including floating cargoes), in 
October: 437,948 tons, against 549,563 in 1886; United States, 100,000, against 137,000 tons; Havana, 
34,544, against 67,056. Total Stocks, 572,492, against 753,619.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 42 weeks, 687,642 tons, against 656,190 same period 1886; 
increase, 31,452. Deliveries, 701,622, against 706,716; decrease, 5,094< Stocks, 177,780, against 211,933; 
deficiency, 34,153.
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Sugar Season, 1st July, 1887, to 30 th June, 1888.

Return forwarded by Mr. J. Ernest Tinne, of Liverpool.

Estimated Supplies, in Tons. Estimated 1
12

Stocks on Hand and Afloat for U.K. (Licht) , 1st July, 1887. . 953,000
Afloat for U. S. A. (Willett) ............ ............................. 22,000

975,000
Germany........ .................................... 1 r 900,000 380,000
Austria .................................................. |' i 400,000 250,000
Prance- .................................................. ILeg J! 500,000 400,000
Russia........................  | 400,000 360,000
Belgium.................................................. | 90,000 55,000
Holland.................................................J 50,000 -----  2,340,000 55,000
United Kingdom..................................... ...............

' 15,000
1,250,000

Spain..................................................... ] 60,000
Cuba ................................................... 1 550,000 50,000
Java ...................................................... ! 350,000 30,000
Louisiana and U. S. A........................ 150,000 1,500,000
Sandwich Islands.......... .................... 110,000
Kji---.................................................. 30,000

150,000Australia............................................. 60,000
New Zealand....................................... 30,000
Canada ............................................. .... 100,000
Peru and Chili ................................... So 100,000 50,000
Brazil .................................................

o
280,000 40,000

Mauritius and Reunion...................... 145,000 5,000
Manilla ............................................... g 190,000 10,000
Egypt...................................................... O 55,000 20,000 

5,000Demerara ........................................... 130,000
West Indies ....................................... 165,000 20,000
Martinique and Guadeloupe.............. 90,000 5,000
Porto Rico........................................... 50,000 5,000
Mexico ................................................ 30,000 20,000
Honduras ................................... ... 20,000 15,000
Argentine Republic ........................... 30,000

50,000 -----  2,600,000
100,000

Morocco, Natal, &c.............................. 11 60,000
70,000Turkey ...............................................

Denmark ... ..................................... 65,000
Norway and Sweden........................... 45,000
Switzerland ....................................... . . . . 25,000
Portugal............... ............................. . . . . 40,000
Greece ......................................... .. 10,000
Italy ....................................................

Not included.
110,000 

Not included.1 ndia and China...................................

Consumption for 
Months.

Total Supplies.........................................
Deduct Consumption .............................

Probable Visible Supply, 1st July, 1888

5,915,000 5,390,000 Total Consumption,
5,390,000

525,000 tons i.e., assuming no increase in 
Consumption from July 1st, 
1887, to 30th June, 1888.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary Also, Subscriptions 

of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 

to present members free.



[CONFIDENTIAL.] (CIRCULAR No. 19.)

West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

28 th November, 1887.

The Sugar Conference.—All the different bodies representing British sugar interests have now made 
their respective views known to the British delegates. The West India Committee had an interview, by 
deputation, with the delegates on November 23rd. A full statement was then made by Mr. Lubbock on behalf 
of the Committee, and this has been supplemented by a written statement agreed upon at a Meeting of the 
General Purposes Committee, on November 25th. These statements are being printed, and copies will be readj’ 
for members immediately, together with the letter addressed to the delegates by the British and Colonial 
Anti-Bounty Association. The British Sugar Refiners’ Association have also presented a statement especially 
dealing with the question as affecting them. Important representations have also been made by the labour 
interests.

Colonial Interests at Conference.—Extracted from the Times, November 16th:—’A very largely 
attended meeting of gentlemen connected with the sugar industries of Queensland, Victoria, New Zealand, New 
South Wales, Fiji, Mauritius, Natal, and the British West Indies and British Guiana, was held at the Rooms of 
the West India Committee, in Lime Street, yesterday. Mr. Nevile Lubbock was in the chair, and stated the 
object of the meeting to be to consider the appointments which had been made by Her Majesty’s Government of 
the delegates at the approaching Conference. It was resolved that a letter be at once addressed to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies declaring that, in view of the undoubted fact that the colonial interests were of 
considerable magnitude, that a very large portion of the injury inflicted by the bounties upon our home interests 
arose directly from the injury to our colonies—that, in fact, the colonial interest was the largest one concerned 
in the question—it was very disappointing to find, while recognizing the earnestness of Her Majesty’s Govern
ment, that in the appointments which had been made the colonial interests had not been specifically represented. 
The Board of Trade had persistently, since the appointment of the Select Committee on Sugai’ Industries in 1879, 
maintained, contrary to the expressed opinion of leading statesmen of all parties, that the continuance of bounties 
was an advantage to this country ; and considering also that the Board of Trade had opposed every effort to 
secure the abolition of bounties, it was unsatisfactory that a representative of that department should preside at 
a Conference, the object of which was to bring about the termination of bounties. But if the Board of Trade 
were now prepared to approach the subject, unbiased by the views they have hitherto put forward, the objection 
of colonists to the present nomination of delegates would be materially diminished. In deciding upon this letter 
the meeting strongly felt that against Baron De Worms personally there was no ground of objection whatever; 
they recognize that his able services would be most valuable if he were the representative of the Government, and 
not of the Board of Trade, at the Conference. Mr. James L. Ohlson was the Secretary of the meeting.” The 
following is an extract of letter from the Foreign Office, addressed to Mr. Lubbock, 16th November, by Sir T. V. 
Lister: — “ I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to inform you that Baron Henry de Worms will preside at 
the approaching Conference on the sugar question as the representative of Her Majesty’s Government, and not 
in his official capacity as Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade.”
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The reply of the Colonial Office to the letter addressed to the Secretary of State, as resolved at the above I 
meeting, was as follows, dated November 23rd:—“ Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 15th inst., I am directed fl 

bv Secretary, Sir H. Holland, to acquaint you that the Earl of Onslow, Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
has been appointed a delegate to the forthcoming Conference on the sugar question, and Mr. C. A. Harris, a 
Clerk in this Department, has been appointed to be one of the Assistant-Secretaries to the Conference. I 

(Signed,) Edward Wingfield.”

Trinidad Pitch Lake.—The Colonial Office inform the West India Committee, November 12th, that | 

“instead of paying as originally proposed, an export duty of six shillings and eightpence per ton on raw 
pitch, and ten shillings per ton on epure, and similar duties being imposed on pitch derived from other sources 3 
than the Lake, the Concessionaries shall pay a royalty of one shilling and eightpence per ton on raw pitch, and 

two shillings and sixpence per ton on epure, and the export duty to be paid shall be five shillings per ton on raw 
pitch, and seven shillings and sixpence per ton on epure, such amount of export duty being imposed on all 

pitch exported from Trinidad, and the guarantee of £10,000 a year shall be for royalties and.export duty on 

30,000 tons instead of for export duty only?’

Fire Insurance, West Indies.—Owing to the action taken by the Colonial Company (limited), the Fire 

Insurance Companies have decided to reduce their rates for fire insurance on sugar estates and plantations in 
Demerara and Trinidad by 30 per cent., or, in other words, to allow a discount of 30 per cent, on all risks rat
able under the Demerara and Trinidad tariffs under the heading of Estates and Plantations; and a discount of 

25 per cent, on all risks ratable under the Demerara tariff’s, except the foregoing.
woZ. .bmdBoX waZ T«nofaiV .banha^on^ loaohtaubni grit dtiw botoquHoo noavd ’r J;

Beet Sugar. — Mr. Licht, 19th November, repeats figures of last Circular.

General Stocks (Lieht)?—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were including floating cargoes) in 
November! 724,562 tons, against 752,603 in 1886; United States, 60,000, against 113,000 tons; Havana. 

15,240, against 40,640. Total stocks, 799,802, against 906,243.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 46 weeks, 753,545 tons, against 711,731, same period in 1886 ; 
increase, 41,814. Deliveries, 779,884, against 777,241 ; increase. 2,643. Stocks, 165,421, against 196,949 ; 

deficiency’, 31,528.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary Also, Subscriptions 

of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 
obfiii io btsoa odi H tea .nfftnuod To noriaoimTotod^i^ ^nnaoJ «bw doidw io ioa[do odt ,ooiioToiflor> 1
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Sugar Bounties.—International Conference.—The following is a list: of the Delegates and Officials 
Allemagnc: M. Jordan, Conseiller Intime Actuel de Legation, Consul-General de P Empire d’AUemagne a' 
Londres; M. Jaehnigcn, ConseilLr des Fipqn^es. Autrielie-Hongrie : M. Ie Comte de Kuefstein, Envoye 
Extraordinaire et Ministre Plenipotentiaire. Belgique : AI. Guillaume, DirOpteuT-Geiffiral au Mini stere des 
Finances; M. Du Jardin, Inspecteur-GGneral au Ministere des Finances; assistes par M. do Sntet, Sous- 
Directeur au Ministere des Finances. Br6sil.: M. Ip Dr. Pedro Dias Gordilho Paes Lome; en son absence- 
M. A. A. Fernandes. Pinheiro, Delegacy en Europe du Alinistere des Travaux Publics. Danemark: AI. Lange, 
Directeur-General des Contributions Direcfes et Indirectes. Espagne : M. Batanero, Depute ; Al. Dupuy de? 
Lome, Secretaire dAmbassadc. France : AI. Sans-Leroy, Depute; AL le Comte de Florian, PremierSecretaire: 
de 1’Ambassade de France a Londres, Representant du Ministere des Affairs Etrangeres; AI. Pallain, Conseilletr 
General, Directeur General des Douanes; AI. Catusse, Conseiller-General, Directeur General des, Contributions 
Indirectes; AI. Legros, Delbgue Suppieant, Administrateur a la .Direction Generale des Douanes; AI. Boizard, 
Sous-Chef de Bureau au Ministere des Finances, Secretaire des, Delegues Fran^gis,; AI. Boizard est, en meme 
temps uri des Secretaires de la Conference. Grande Bretagne:- AI. le Baron Henry de Worms, Membre de. 
la Chambre des Communes ; Le Comte d’Onslow, Sous-Secretaire d’Etat au Colonial Office.; AL . Q. AI. Kennedy, 
C.B., Directeur des Affaires Commerciales au Foreign Office; Mr. F. G. Walpole, Directeur de la Douane a 
Dublin. Italie : AI. T. Catalani, Charge cP Affaires d’ltalie a Londres. Pays-Bas: AI. W. A. P. Verkerk 
Pistorius, Directeur-General des Contributions Directps, Douanes, et Accises au Departement des Finances.; AI, 
B. Reiger; AI. G. Eschauzier; AI. C. J. C. van de Ven, Controleur des Douanes et Accises a Rotterdam. 

Russie: M. Kamensky, Conseiller d’Etat Actuel. Suede: AI. Dickson, Secretaire-General au Departement des 
Finances. Secretaires: Air. H. Dimall, Attache au Foreign Office; Air. A. E. Bateman, Sous-Directeur au 
Board of Trade. Secretaires adjoints: Air. E. Crow;e, Attache au Foreign Office ; Mr. C. A. Harris, Attache au 
Colonial Office.

The following Protocol was signed on December 19th, 1887, by the Delegates of the various States 
represented at the Conference:—

“ The undersigned Delegates of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, France, Great 
Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, Russia, and Sweden met in London on the 24 th of November, 1887, in order to 
study the bases of an understanding with regard to the suppression of bounties on the exportation of sugars. 
After the deliberations recorded in the proce. verbaux of the sittings, they arrived at an agreement upon the 
principles enunciated in the report of the Commission. In order to give a practical application to this 
enunciation, the President of the Conference' communicated to them a proposal of convention, which they have 
examined and undertake to submit to the consideration of their Governments, praying them to make known to 
her Britannic Majesty before the 1st March, if they adhere to the principles of this proposed convention which 
is annexed to the present Protocol. In case of agreement each Government shall communicate with the British 
Government before the said date a proposal indicating the bases of the application of the system of taxing the 
quantities of sugar produced. This proposal is to state with what limitations and in what cases saccharimetry 
will be employed. Each Government will at the same time make known if, for the sake of uniformity it may 
be disposed to admit what is called the French method generally employed in the comnierce of several nations. 
With regard to Article III. of the said proposed convention, the French Delegates, not considering that the 
system proposed by Belgium presents for the suppression of bounties the guarantees with which the high 
contracting parties ought to be furnished, make the most express reserves as to this article. The Delegates of 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Spain, Italy, tlie Netherlands, and Russia adhere to the reserves made by the 
French Delegates.

“ Done at London, 19th December, 1887.”
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The following is the annexe to the above Protocol:—

The high contracting parties desiring to ensure the total suppression of premiums, open or disguised, on 
the export of sugars, have resolved to conclude a convention to this effect, and have appointed as their 
Plenipotentiaries the following: -----------  who, after having exhibited their full powers, found to be in good .
and due form, have agreed upon the following articles : —

“1. The high contracting parties undertake to take, or to propose to their respective Legislatures, 
measures which shall constitute an absolute and complete guarantee that there shall not be granted any premium 
open or disguised on the export of sugars.

“2. The high contractirig parties undertake to adopt, or to propose to their respective Legislatures, a 
system of taxation of the quantities of sugar produced, and destined for consumption, as the only plan which 
permits of the suppression of the premiums in question, and to submit to the same arrangement the factories 
of glucose and factories for the extraction of sugar from molasses.

“3. Belgium not being under the same conditions with regard to the application of the system of taxing 
the quantities of sugar produced, the system at present in force in that kingdom may be maintained with the 
following modifications :—The assessment of the tax shall be reduced from 45fr. to 25fr., from the time the 
present Convention shall be put in force: The capacities of the compounding factories shall be increased from 
1,500 to 1,700 grammes.

“ 4. States, or colonies and possessions not among the high contracting parties, who, though not adopting 
the system mentioned in Article 2, do not levy taxes on sugars, or who agree not to allow upon raw or refined 
sugars which are being exported, any drawback, reimbursement, or reduction of charge of dues or quantities, 
shall also be admitted to the Convention.

“5. In case a State which does not levy duties on sugar shall impose them, this State must levy those 
duties upon the quantities of sugar produced and intended for consumption, or at least must not give any 
drawback, reimbursement, or discharge of duties or quantities. I

“ 6. The high contracting parties shall communicate the laws which may have been already adopted, or 
which are about to be enacted in their respective States with reference to the object of the present Convention. I

“7. States which have not taken part in the present Convention are admitted to adhere to it on their 
demand. This adhesion shall be notified in diplomatic course to the Government of her Britannic Majesty, and 

by them to other contracting Powers.
“ 8. The stipulations of the present Convention shall be applicable to the Colonies and possessions of her 

Britannic Majesty with the exception of those here named, that is to say:—The East Indies, Canada, 
Newfoundland, the Cape, Natal, New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, South Australia, Western 
Australia, and New Zealand. In any case the stipulations of the present Convention shall be applicable to any 
of the colonies above indicated from the time when the British Government shall notify the adhesion of that 
colony or possession to the other contracting Powers. Each of the colonies or possessions above named which 
may have adhered to the present Convention preserves the power of retiring in the same manner as the 
contractin » Powers. In case one of the colonies or possessions alluded to should desire to withdraw from the 
Convention, a notification to this effect shall be given by the British Government to the other contracting 

parties.
“ 9. The present Convention shall be put in force from ---------. It shall remain in force for 10 years

from that day, and in case none of the high contracting parties shall have notified 12 months before the 
expiration of the said period of 10 years its intention to put an end to it, it shall continue in force for a year, 
and thus from year to year. In case one of the Signatory Powers shall denounce the Convention, this 
denunciation shall have no effect save with respect to that Power.

“10. The present Convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be exchanged in London within 
--------- months or sooner, if possible.”

The Sugar Conference.—West India Committee to Sir Henry Holland, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, December 21st. Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that a meeting of the West India Committee 
was held here yesterday, attended by gentlemen largely interested in all the West India Colonies as you will
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perceive from the enclosed list. As Chairman of the Committee, I was authorized to request that, you would be 
good enough to convey to Her Majesty’s Government the sincere and respectful thanks of all who are interested 
in those Colonies for the very satisfactory manner in which the negotiations for the Sugar Convention have been 
conducted. We earnestly hope that Her Majesty’s Government will continue their efforts to bring about a final 
settlement of the question upon the basis of the Protocol which has just been published. We hope to have the 
honour of communicating with you further upon the matter, but in the meantime we would especially desire to 
recognise the great ability and energy displayed by the President of the Conference, Baron Henry de Worms, 
and by the Earl of Onslow, and the other British delegates to whom wo feel that the result already achieved is 
mainly due. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.

Export, Import, and Excise Duties and Drawbacks (West Indies).—The following letters have 
been addressed to Her Majesty’s Government, by the West India Committee. 24th November, 1887, to 
Baron Henry de Worms, President of Sugar Conference. Sir,—In reference to the point which was 
raised in discussion yesterday regarding the Export Duties levied in some of the West India Colonies, 
we beg to state that we are quite satisfied that there would be no objection to the removal of any 
export duty which may be in existence in the West Indies, should such a measure be desired by the 
Conference, and submitted in due form to the Colonies by the Secretary of State for that Department. 
As a matter of fact, these export duties in all the important Colonies are simply the means of raising 
a certain amount of money towards the expenditure incurred in importing Coolies. If the export 
duties did not exist, the Planters would pay in some other way an equal amount for labour to that 
which they now pay, partly directly, and partly in the form of an export tax. The said export tax 
is, therefore, a contribution to maintain the system of Coolie Immigration, by which the producers are 
enabled to obtain the labour they require, and is not in the ordinary acceptation of the word a duty 
at all. (Signed) N. Lubbock. West India Committee to Colonial Office. Sir,—I have the honour to 
inform you that at a largely attended and representative meeting of the West India Committee, held 
here yesterday, the following resolution was unanimously passed :—The West India Committee agree to 
express their opinion to Her Majesty’s Government that no objection would be put forward in the 
West India Colonies where Custom Duties on Imported Sugar are raised, to be bound to give no 
drawback upon the export of such Sugar, and that in the case of Excise Duties a system of 
Manufacturing and Refining in Bond shall be adopted; and, further, should it become necessary with 
a view to secure the Convention binding all the European Governments to abolish bounties, the West 
India Committee are of opinion that the West India Colonies would not object to Her Majesty’s 
Government agreeing, on their behalf, to remit all import duties on Sugar. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.

British Guiana.—Colonial Office to West India Committee, 9th December. Sir,—With reference to the 
letter from this department of the 19th of October, I am directed by the Secretary, Sir Henry Holland, to 
inform you that he has carefully considered the representations of the Deputation of British Guiana Proprietors, 
but he cannot agree with the views which they entertain as to the satisfactory working of the Immigration Law 
of 1873, as regards the medical supervision of the immigrants, and he considers that the principle of the Medical 
Ordinance of 1886, which was introduced after full consideration by, and with the approval of his predecessor, 
viz. : that the Medical Department should (subject to the Governor), have entire control of all hospitals, and of 
the medical treatment of the immigrants, is sound, and he cannot approve of its being repealed. Sir Henry 
Holland regrets to learn that there has been some friction in carrying out the provisions of the above-mentioned 
ordinance, and he will request the Governor to impress upon the officers of both the departments concerned the 
importance of discharging their duties in a conciliatory manner, and especially to desire the Medical Inspector, 
when inspecting estate hospitals, to point out to the managers any defects which he notices and to enter all his 
requisitions in the register as required by law. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.

British Guiana.—The report of the Immigration Agent General on the report of the Medical Inspector for 
1886 can be seen at West India Committee Rooms. The unofficial members have resumed their seats in the 
Court of Policy after receiving the required explanations afforded by the Governor under instructions from the 
Secretary of State. The Right Hon. Viscount Gormanston has been appointed Governor in succession to Sir 
Henry Irving.
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Export Duties—Grenada.—West India Committee to Colonial Office, -29th November. Sir;—Thol 
attention of the West India Committee Jias been drawn to the imposition of an export duty by the Legislative- 
Council of Grenada. We understand that five unofficial members voted against this measure, and considering 
that an export duty has always been confined to the payment of immigration expenses, and not in aid of general 
revenue, the West India Committee are of opinion that the imposition of such a tax, especially at the present 
moment, is particularly inopportune and objectionable, and we have to request that you will be good enough to 
withhold your assent to the measure until the Committee have had' an opportunity of explaining to you, Sir, 
more fully their views. - (Signed) James L. Ohlson, Secretary. Colonial Office to West India Committee,. 14th 
December. Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I am directed by Secretary Sir H. Holland to 
acquaint you, for the information of the AVest India Committee, that he has decided that the application of the 
export duty in Grenada for the purposes of the general expenditure cannot be allowed, and that he has instructed 

the Governor-in-Chief of the Windward Islands, as the duty appears not to be required for immigration purposes 
in 1888,’ to direct the introduction of a Bill suspending the raising of the export duty in 1888. (Signed) 
Edward Wingfield.

Mr. Gladstone on Sugar Bounties.—Replying to a resolution passed at a meeting at Bristol 
condemning the system of sugar bounties; Mr. Gladstone writes All bounties on sugar are, in my opinion, 
based on folly and injustice, and I hope that all men of all parties will wish well to every effort to destroy 
them. At the same time, I regret to perceive the decision of the Conservative Association at Oxford in favour 
of Protection, which, of course, includes bounties, and justifies them as far as such folly can be justified.”

Total Sugar Production.—Mr. Licht’s monthly circular has not been received in time to quote but the 
following extract from the circular of Messrs. Willett and Hamlen, New York, December 8th, will be interest
ing to compare with the figures from other sources printed in Circular No. 18. “ As regards the probability of 
beet sugar quotations being sustained or increased, the news of the week is very important and significant. Mr. 
Licht has deemed it necessary to reduce his estimate for Germany 50,000 to 75,000 tons, and intimates'a further 
reduction for France of 50,000 tons. Latest estimates of cane crops also indicate a decrease of 90,000 tons from 
last year’s, so that a revision of the figures given in our statistical of November 23rd. is necessary, as follows : —

Tons.
Total stock in principal countries October 1st, 1887.. .. .. 568,188
Latest estimated production Oct. 1, 1887 to Oct. 1, 1888, reduced to 4,430,000

Total Supply .................................................... 4,998,188
Estimated consumption, October 1, 1887, to October 1, 1888 . . 5,172,000

Apparent deficiency in supplies . . . . . . . . . . 173,812
Plus a moderate carrying stock of, say . . . . .. . . 400,000

Apparent deficiency in requirements .. . . . . .. . . 573,812

In order to bring the consumption within the limit of supplies, prices for beets must not only be maintained,, 
but a further advance of 20s. need not surprise anyone. The figures of the sugar position are certainly startling, 
and unprecedented for several years; and was it not for the rapid marketing of our Louisiana crop, which 
supplies the country largely just now, and diverts attention from occurrences elsewhere; our markets would be 
advancing quite as rapidly as the foreign markets, from which we must soon obtain our supplier Total stocks 
in all principal countries at latest uneven dates is 736,924 tons against 823,816 tons last year, and against last 
week’s figures of 724,299 tons and 817,516 tons.”

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landing, 50 weeks, 836,877 tons, against 774,329, same period in 1886; 
increase, 62,548. Deliveries, 859,026, against 815,007; increase, 14,019. Stocks, 169,611, against 191,781 ; 
deficiency, 22,170.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary Also, Subscriptions 
of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied7 

to present members free.
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51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

28 rd January, 1888.

West India Committee.—The fortnightly meetings of the. General Purposes Committee will be resumed 
on Thursday, February 2nd, unless important business arises requiring a meeting before.

Sugar Bounties Conference.—Colonial Office to West India Committee, December 30th, 1887. “ I am 
directed by Secretary, Sir Henry Holland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, 
respecting the attitude of the West Indian proprietors as regards the concessions which the West Indian 
Colonies might make to ensure the success of an International Convention for the regulation of the sugar 
industries.1 I am also to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the same date, expressing the satisfaction of 
the West India Committee at the results of the International Conference, and their recognition of the ability 
displayed by the President and other British delegates. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.”

Sugar Bounties Conference.—Extract from the Times, 18th JanuaryParis, January 17. Baron de 
Worms, who has been here dealing with the sugar question, has to-day obtained results which justify a hope 
that this matter, hitherto believed to be very difficult of settlement, will be arranged conformably with the well 
understood interests of all countries. Baron de Worms has been endeavouring to effect the general abolition of 
bounties, which have become a veritable warlike weapon in the hands of certain Governments. France and 
Germany in particular have embarked on a struggle threatening to be absolutely disastrous for the finances of 
both countries. The bounties last year cost France 71,000,000f., and arc this year likely to cost 80,000,000f. 
There is no telling to what length the struggle would go unless put a stop to. The beet-growers and refiners, 
who are pocketing enormous sums, would, of course, do their utmost to keep up the bounty system at the expense 
of the taxpayers, France pouring sugar into England and Germany into France. The chief point is to convince 
all.Governments of the urgency of abolishing a system which threatens to be an overwhelming burden, and to 
place competition in sugar on the same natural footing as that in other products. Baron de Worms has to-day 
had interviews with leading politicians, such as MM. Bouvier, Ferry, Lockroy, Dautresme, Tirard, Flourens, 
and many others, who are all to second his views. He is to start to-morrow for Brussels, and will probably be 
accompanied by M. Sans Leroy, the French Delegate at the London Conference. The Belgians offered the most 
opposition at the Conference, not to the principle of abolishing bounties, but to the method of refining in bond. 
The great object is to induce Belgium to agree to the plan, and everything tends to show that this will be 
effected by Baron de Worms and M. Sans Leroy. Baron de Worms will then go onto Berlin, where it is believed 
his proposals will be accepted. As the Conference is to reassemble on the 15th of April there is no time to lose, 
but there is every prospect that the Baron’s efforts will be crowned with success.” • (The Earl of Onslow also 

visited Paris with Baron de Worms on this subject.)

Lord Salisbury on Sugar Bounties.—Extract from speech at Liverpool, January 11th:—“ Let me give 
one or two illustrations. Mr. Forwood alluded in terms of just praise to the efforts of my friend Baron de 
Worms in favour of abolishing bounty upon sugar. (Cheers.) Now that is one very good case in point. What 
does bounty on sugar do ? It favours the consumer, undoubtedly it does ; and what I may call your freetrader
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presumes that everything that favours the consumer, whether it be legitimate or whether it be not, must be sanc- 
tipned bjr the doctrine of free trade ; and so you see people writing in the newspapers that because it is good for 
the consumer it ought to be encouraged. They do not see that advantages to the consumer secured by illegiti

mate means are only transitory in their character, and that when they have served the purpose of destroying the 
industry against which they have been levelled the advantage to the consumer will cease.” (Cheers.)

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach at Bristol.—Extract from speech, January 17th :—“ I have seen nothing that 
has been yet propounded by fair-traders or protectionists that induces me to agree with their views. (Hear, 
hear.)' On the contrary, in one sentence, I believe that the adoption of their theories, if it were possible, would 
only aggravate our present difficulties. On the other hand I am very far from approving what I may call the 
smugglers’ doctrine, that cheapness to the consumer, however illegitimately produced, is the only real national 
good. I believe our Government has acted wisely and rightly in their negotiations with foreign countries on the 
subject of the sugar bounties. • (Cheers.) I wish that Mr. Gladstone, while he was in power some years ago, 
had acted in the same way according to his expressed opinions, for I think if he had done that he might have 
saved much ruin and misery to an industry which is largely connected with your great city. I hope that if any 
other English industry is attacked by foreign countries in a similar way to the sugar industry our Government 
will adopt a similar policy, and that in good time. (Hear, hear.) . I was glad to see a strong determination 
expressed by Lord Salisbury—(loud cheers)—in one of his speeches at Liverpool the other day that as soon as 
legislation could do it another illegitimate form of bounty—namely, the preferential charges by our railway 
companies upon the conveyance of foreign produce—should also be put an end to. (Cheers.) It used, I think, 
to be part of the Radical creed that interference by Government or Parliament in these matters was a mistake. 
That is not my opinion. I think that a Government which does not occupy all its time in attempting constitu
tional innovations, may do a good deal to promote the prosperity of the country in this manner. (Hear, hear.) 
It may do a great deal by commercial negotiations with foreign countries. It may do more by a constant watch
fulness over all legitimate English interests in the world, specially in those uncivilized countries which are our 
best markets; and it may do more than all by giving such tangible proofs of real sympathy with our self-govern
ing colonies as were afforded at the late Colonial Conference, a course of policy which I believe, by showing them
that we really care for their wants and their aspirations, may induce them to pay a fair and ready attention to 
our own. (Cheers;) In such ways as this T think we may keep open our existing markets, we may open 
markets that are closed to us, and we may find hew markets for our trade. In that way we may do more, in 

fair-traderay mind, to promote English trade and commerce than can ever be done by the adoption of any 

tenets.”
jioivuoH RlM done ,an£ioitilo^ gnibwol dfiw ewoiv

Trinidad Cocoa Exports.—From 1st October to 30th September/. —

^.oqoiq

jeom odi Boiono etui'/JaU. ,adT England. France. I dan America. Total.
Crop. Bags. Bags. Bags. Bags.

1883-84 .............. . . . 40,659 .... 22,758 . . . 14,724 78,141

1884-85.............. . . . 47,992 .... 25,265 . . . 12,586 85,843
1885-86. . ....... . . 51,232 ___  20,930 17,384 89,546

1886-87 ....... . . , 47,868 .... 18,922 11,658 ... 78,448
igaorq yrovo

(From Mewrx. Gordon, Grant, and Co.^ Circular).

General Stocks (Rueb).—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were in January : 1,047,981 tons, against 
1,234,962 in 1887; United Stated, 45,526, against 96,226 tons; Havana, 3,745, against 19,789. Total stocks, 
1,097,252, against 1,350,977. In addition to the above figures, the following will be interesting :—Mr. Licht says 
according to our calculations the quantity of sugar disposable for exportation from the German Empire for the



period of January to August will this year only be 240,000 rtons, .agair^st $0.4,000 tons in 1886-87. In Austria- 
Hungary it will be, 143,500, against, 192,400 in 1886-87, making for the two countries the'sugar disposable for 

export 383,500 tons, against 596,400 t^ns in 1886.
'■ *Sugar in /United Kingdom.—Landings, two weeks, 33,275 tons, against 27,175, same , period in 1887; 

increase, 6,100. Ueliveries, 29,787, against 26,352; increase, 3,435. Stocks,. 188,713, against 192,593;

deficiency, 3,880.

United States.—Messrs. Willett and Hamlen calculate the total consumption of sugar in the United 
States for the year 1887 at 1,392,909 tons, against 1,355,809 tons, 1886. The consumption was in 1887 
52 pounds per head of population.

Board of Trade Returns.

IMPORTS INTO UNITED KINGDOM, year ended 31st December.

fill—* .M3 IMO a

j^ij ',878,51 ,([oiicpnn^no) oinoH .688 [ 1885. 1886. 1887-
Sugar, Refined and Candy : — cwts. cwts. cwts.

From Germany ..................................... 977,097 .......... 1,830,142 ........ . 2,834,924

„ Holland......................................... . 1,277,092 .......... 1,185,027 . 1,503,522
,, Belgium......................................... 74,180 .......... 109,996 ........ 216,717
,, France ......................................... . 494,935 .......... 996,392 ........ 1,551,435
,, United States ............................. . 2,298,605 .......... 1,424,030 ........ 782.552
,, Other Countries (Russia)............. . 216,141 .......... 821,440 ........ 121,612

Tioikp!oadnr ,^A .’rmioTooB 9 di oi in/ - od bfi — -------- ,—
t' L f )

—

Total......... 5,338,050 6,367,027 iwqn 7,010,762 
bue coniirG a—

1885. 1886. 1887.
Sugar, Unrefined :— cwts. cwts. cwts.

From Germany ..................................... . 7,333,875 ........... 5,670,482 ........ . 7,573,636

„ Holland......................................... 285,621 .......... 281,034 ........ 408,408
,, Belgium ..................................... . 544,720 .......... 757,727 ........ . 1,068,683

,, France ......................................... 26,229 .......... 47,361 ........ 68,186

,, British West Indiesand Guiana . . 2,741,952 .......... 1,976,105 ........ . 2,148,245

,, British East Indies ..................... 849,968 .......... 877,369 ........ 853,663

,, China and Hong Kong................ 14,679 .......... 48,257 ........ 16,312

,, Mauritius..................................... 252,110 .......... 291,759 ........ 104,986

,, Spanish West India Islands . . . 653,659 .......... 21,409 ........ 176,358

,, Brazil .......... ............................... . 1,303,776 .......... 597,995 ........ 865,281

,, Java ............................................. . 3,695,256 .......... 3,909,462 ........ . 3,200,343

,, Philippine Islands ..................... . 486,890 .......... 555,757 ........ 460,386

,, Peru............................................. 609,610 .......... 472,311 ........ 436,634

,, Other Countries ......................... . 585,401 .......... 633,978 ........ 574,108
— — —

19,383,746 16,141,006 17,955,229
— — —

Molasses.......................................................... . 392,875 .......... 431,387 ........ 305,538
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The above supply of sugar may be thus divided

I

1885.
Tons.

561,494

674,595

jo vino mo? Jd) Hiv/ .

1886.
Tons.

.... 584,980

.... 540,422
HAOU

1,236,089
Jo InloJ yd J otnlb 4 r> c

lo boiioq

1887.
Tons.

767,356

480,943

1,248,299
bH

1,125,402

Note.—The imports of 

countries.”

refined from United States arc taken as cane; also unrefined from “ other

Coffee.—Imports, year 1887, 1,046,212 cwts., against 1,029,462 in 1886. Home consumption, 268,322, 

against 289,207. Stocks in bonded warehouses, 31st December, 1887, 322,534 cwts., against 233,218.

Cocoa.—Imports, 27,459,500 lbs., against 25,386,439 in 1886. Home consumption, 15,873,698, against

15,165,714

Rum.

Stocks in bonded warehouses, 10,813,785, against 8,170,906 in 1886.

•Imports, 6,378,377 proof gallons, against 5,121,746 in 1886. Home consumption, 3,902,325, 

against 3,848,465. Stocks in bonded warehouses, 8,292,037, against 7,758,113.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

• . ' “ - .................... I; ..............................

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, Subscriptions 

of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 

to present members free.
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Sugar Bounties Conference—Extract from the Queen’s Speech at the opening of Session, 9th February, 

1888 :—“ A. Conference of Delegates from the Powers interested in the sugar industry was summoned in London 

in the autumn to consider the possibility-of putting an end to the injurious system of bounties ; and they have 

made considerable progress towards the conclusion of a satisfactory arrangement.”

Sugar Bounties in Belguim.—-Extract from The Times, February 2:—“The Belgian Association of 

Sugar Manufacturers agreed to a petition to M. Beernaert, Premier and Minister of Finance, declaring m 
. pi • • ■ . • 1 ■ - ■favour of the abolition of the sugar tax in all countries.” 
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Sugar Revenue in France.—Mr. Crowe, in reporting upon the French Kevenue Returns for 1887, says, 

“ Among the items which have disappointed the calculations of financiers, sugar is prominent, producing 

44,500,000 francs less than the receipts of 1886.”

Sugar Bounties in Germany.—Extract from The Tinies, February 11 :—“Baron de Worms had a long 

interview with Prince Bismarck, who expressed himself cordially in favour, of the abolition of the obnoxious 

sugar bounties.” The Times correspondent, telegraphing under date February 12, adds, “There is no concealing 

the fact that had Germany entertained an antagonistic view to the projet de convention recommended in December 

last at the Conference in London, there would have been but little chance of the Convention itself being ratified 

in April next. Now, however, the approval by Prince Bismarck and his Finance Minister of the abolition of 

the sugar bounties as well as of the means to that end—namely, manufacturing and refining in bond—practically 

insures the success of the Conference. Naturally, Germany will not be alone in the adoption of the system, and 

her adhesion would be contingent on that of the majority of the sugar producing Powers. Throughout the 

course of these negotiations, it has always been understood that France would make her acceptance of the 

Convention contingent upon that of Germany. The success which Baron de Worms has obtained here is there

fore of a double nature; it secures the adhesion of France while obtaining that of Germany—the two greatest 

sugar-producing Powers. Germany, as I pointed out in a recent telegram, sends to England more than half the 

total amount of sugar which she exports. Here the slight divergent action of Belgium is in the highest official



circles not considered of real importance. The Conference would not be allowed to fail from any opposition 

which she might offer to the general intentions of the Powers.” , A > T / 1’1*4

Sugar Bounties in France. —French sugar refiners protest to their Government against any alteration in 

the mode of assessing the sugar duty. The “ Journal des Fabricants de Sucre ” disapproves of the appointment 

of a Commission to report upon the Protocol agreed to in London, especially on the ground that no representa

tive! of the sugar industry is appointed thereon. The Commission is composed as follows :—M. Tirard, 

Minister of Finances, is President; and M. Sans-Leroy, Vice-President; M. Pallain, Directeur General des 

Douanes ; M. Catusse, Directeur General des Contributions Indirectes; M. Marie, Directeur General du Commerce 

Exterieur; M. D6chaud and M. Bamond^-Goutant Administrateurs des Douanes. The meetings of the Com

mission are to be private.

Terms of Bum Sales in London.—A meeting of the West India Committee (the General Purposes 

Committee and other London members specially interested), was held on February 9th, to consider letters 

from Mr. A. H. Bobinson, on behalf of the rum buyers as to the terms of sale. After discussion, it was moved 

by Mr. Lubbock, the Chairman; seconded by Mr. Campbell, and resolved unanimously 1^“ That’the terms-of 

selling Jamaica, Demerara, and other Bum in London, be with prompt of fourteen days and 2£ per cent, 

discount; interest to be charged from day of sale to date of application for warrant at 5 per cent., and in the 

case of Jamaica Bums that a halfpenny price be made.” At a further meeting, similarly,constituted, Held, 

on February 16th, it was also unanimously resolved r—“ That notice for delivery of warrant should not be 

given later than noon for delivei-y on the same day ; that interest shall not commence to run until the dav 

subsequent’ to date of sale ; and, that rent shall be at seller’s expense to date of prompt, buyers to have the 

benefit of any unexhausted time of storage remaining after prompt.”

Sugar Crops.—Mr. Licht’s circular, for February, has not been received in time for reference hoi 

Messrs. Willett, Hamlen & Co. give, in their February circular, the total stocks on January 1st, 1888

1,070,712 tons, against 1,302,761 same date, 1887.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 6 weeks, 

increase, 15,005. Deliveries, 93,812, against 91,478: 

surplus, 6,126.
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[CONFIDENTIAL.] CIRCULAR (No. 23.)

West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

19i/t March, 1888.

Sugar Bounties Conference.—West India Committee to the Baron Henry de Worms, 1st March, 1888. 
“ Sir, I have the honour to inform you that at a meeting of the West India Committee, held here to-day, the 
following Resolution was unanimously passed :—‘ That the West India Committee representing the proprietary 
interest in the British West India Colonies desire respectfully to tender to the Baron Henry de Worms their 
sincere thanks for the great service he has rendered to the Colonies, as the President of the International 
Conference on Sugar Bounties, and sincerely trust that those efforts will be completely and finally successful 
at the approaching further session of the Conference; and the West India Committee also desire to 
congratulate the Baron Henry de Worms upon his appointment as Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
in which position they feel assured he will deal with important questions relating to the Colonies with the 
same eminent ability and success that have characterised his term of office at the Board of Trade. (Signed) 
Quintin Hogg, Chairman of the Meeting, and Deputy Chairman of the West India Committee.” Baron 
Henry de Worms replied as follows :—“ Colonial Office, 2nd March. Dear Sir, I have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of March 1st, conveying to me on behalf of the Meeting of the West 
India Committee, over which you presided, the thanks of that important body for my work in connection with 
the Sugar Bounties question. I beg to assure you that I highly appreciate this mark of approval of my 
efforts to do away with the injurious system of Bounties on Sugar. Resolutions such as the one which you 
have sent me are doubly valuable, inasmuch as they demonstrate the interest taken by the influential traders 
of this country in the abolition of the Bounties, while they at the same time encourage me to persevere in my 
efforts to bring the subject to a satisfactory and final conclusion. My recent negotiations abroad convince 
me that the Powers mostly interested have decided to meet the question in a fair and equitable manner, and I 
am therefore warranted in the hope that the Conference which is to assemble in April may have a successful 
result. With regard to the latter portion of your resolution, in which your Committee is good enough to 
congratulate me on my appointment as Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, and to refer in com 
plimentary terms to my recent connection with the Board of Trade, I have only to say that it will be my 
endeavour, in the position I now hold, to do my utmost to strengthen the ties which bind the Colonies to the. 
mother country by promoting and advancing the vast commercial interests they have in common. I am, Dear 
Mr. Hogg, very faithfully yours. (Signed) H. de Worms.”

Sugar Bounties Conference.—West India Committee to the Earl of Onslow, 1st March. “ I have 
the honour to inform you that at a meeting of the West India Committee held here to-day the following 
Resolution was unanimously passed : That the West India Committee representing the Proprietary interest 
in the staple industries of the British West India Colonies desire to tender their respectful thanks to the 
Earl of Onslow for the courtesy and attention he has extended to them during his tenure of office as Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and they beg further to express their high appreciation of the services so 
ably and successfully rendered by his Lordship to the Colonies in his capacity as one of the British Delegates 
at the International Conference on Sugar Bounties. (Signed) Quintin Hogg, Chairman of the Meeting and



Deputy Chairman of the West India Committee.” The Earl of Onslow replied as follows :—“ Board of Trade, 
3rd March. Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st inst. and to express 
my gratitude to you as Chairman, and to the Members of the West India Committee, for the very flattering 
terms in which you are pleased to acknowledge any small service I may have been able to render in my late 
official capacity as Under Secretary of State for the Colonies or while serving as one of the British Delegates 
at the International Conference on Sugar Bounties. I have &c. (Signed) Onslow.”
• OC’. .1 .11\ . LJr J81 tSHUOY/ 9D Vin uil IIO’Ju ‘ 911J Ou f ' fJJOxJ 7/---- <?U/' /r.' . JTZ*J( •; 1 / OTlS

Sugar Bounties Conference.—Two Blue Books have been published, one of 1G8 pages,, containing 
the correspondence relative to th© Conference, and the other of 134 pages the official minutes. Thq 
correspondence, begins in September, 1886, when Mr. Stanhope, Secretary ,of State for the Colonies, wrote.to 
Lord Id desleigh, Foreign Secretary, with the concurrence of the Board of T^ade, suggesting that the German 
Government should be sounded on the subject. In October, the West India Committee asked to be put^ 
communication with the Government Department having charge of the subject, and they .were referred to the 
Board of Trade. The British Sugar Refiners. also addressed the Government. In December, the German 
Government agreed to consider the question if a formal invitation were sent. In the same month the British 
Guiana. Planters’ Association, through Governor Irving, repeated, their request for a conference ; and, in 
January, 1887, the Association forwarded a more urgent Petition to Mr. Stanhope. At the same rlimp,.a 
Petition camp home through. Governor Korman from the Jamaica Society of Agriculture amh Cpmmer^ 
Frequent representations were made by the West India Committee, and at length in July, 1887, Lord 
•Salisbury instructed the British Ambassadors to give the formal invitation to. the respective Governments-. 1$ 
-the end, all the Powers agreed, after some reluctance by France, and the Conference actually met in London 
pn November 24,. 1887.,; A representative of the United States unofficially.joined; the Cqnfej.^nce,obut topk no 
part in the protocol. During the. sittings the fullest representations, by letters,4pd Deputations, .were made 
•io th'e British Delegates by the West India Committee, the British Sugar Refiners,, the British and. Colonial 
Anti-Bounty Association) the London ..Trades Council, and other important, bodies,, including the. Journeyman 
jCoopers of Bhmiingham/the Liverpool Workmen’s Anti-Bounty Association, the Sheffield .
[Council, the.. Southport. .Ujn’tpd. Trades’ Council, the Workmen of the Thames Sugar Re£nery, &Cy As ^e 

•Protocol itself was printed in the. West India Committee’s circular,-20, it .is not (necessary to analy^ tlrp 
Minptes, except 4o notice that the Spanish Delegates raised the question of pep^lty for violation of conypntipp 
-or guarantees?to;be given to contracting countries; also, whether the receipt of Bounty-ffid. Su^iy.on. thp 
-same, terms as Nwi4Bounty .Sugar, wps not an infraction of flip Favoured Nation clause. Thesp points will 

sittings,.resumed. • . . f R XGoo Gtom

Export Duties.—West India Committee to Colonial Office Jord Kiiutsforctj, 18^.

“ My‘Lord^The West India Committee haye received a telegram from the . United States, which conveys 
the impression that a reduction of the Customs’ duties on Sugar is probable during the present Session of 
Congress, and that it is proposed, that, pnly those countries . which impose no. export, .Sugar, sh^ll be
included, within , the advantages of the reduced .tariff,. • Your-Lordship is aware that British Quiana, having np 

■ export .duty, would.at.;once be-abjeto.^end Sugar into the.United- States,- at Jhe loy^t t duty .whicl^. .maybe 
imposed; but Trinidad and.other of the West India Islands, where export duties, are imp.^ed for defraying 
part of/fhe cost;of Tdnrpigr.atiqn, would be, excluded from .that arrangement to their s^rioys detriment and 
loss.. I have, therefore, to ask whether .your Lordship would.be goqd^iipugh to ,trqat t^is matter as an 
urgent one, and communicate by the outgoing mail, to-morrow, with the Governors of Trinidad and the 
Islands, so that measures may immediately be taken to abolish export duties and provide for the cost of 
immigration, as in British Guiana, by an acreage tax, or in some other equally equitable and unobjectionable

would.be


b

way. We beg to add that the above proposals are confined 'exclusively to ' Sugar. There is no desire to 
disturb Ilie taxes on Cocok, Asphalte, and other articles. I beg to hand you copy of resolution passed by a 
meeting of Trinidad Proprietors hold here io-day on this subject. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” ‘ At a 
meeting of Trinidad Proprietors, held at 51, Lime-street, on the Ofh March, 1888, Mr. N. Lubbock in the 
cham, it was resolved—That-a letter be sept to the,Secretary of State, calling his attention to the possibility 
of a reduction in the Sugar duties levied, in the United States, and that such reduction would only apply to 
Sugar coming from countries where no export duties are imposed; and that he be respectfully requested to 
call the attention of the Governors of those West India Colonies where export duties on Sugar are charged, 
with a view to such duties being removed.’ Reply—Colonial Office to West India Committee, March 9. 
‘ Sir, I am directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 6th inst., respecting the expediency of removing the export duties levied for purposes of immigration in 
certain West India Colonies, in ca^erthe United States Government reduces its duty on Sugar from places 
where no export duties are levied. Copies of your letter were sefit by yesterday^ mail to the Governors of 
Jamaica, Trinidad, the Windward and the Leeward Islands. (Signed) R. G. W. Herbert.’ ”

.end aaedmem iaoeeiq of beilqqua ai ushmiD
West India Telegraphs.—At the Meeting of the General Purposes Committee, March 15th, it was 

Resolved:—“That the West India Committee desire to place on record their sense of the importance of 
maintaining, in a satisfactory arid'permanent manner, the Telegraphic communication
Kingdom and the West Indies, and that a Sub-Committee be appointed to confer with the Telegraph Company, 
and to report to the Committee upon the subject.”

British Guiana.—The attention of the Committee has been called to a statement by the Under 
Secretary for the Colonies in the House of Commons, that Government considered some amendment of the 
Constitution of this Colony desirable. A Meeting of all the British Guiana Members of the West India 
Committee, will be held, as soon as possible, to consider a proposed communication to the Government.

Sugar Duties in the United States.—The new draft Bill proposes to abolish No. 13 as one of the 
standards for Duty. It provides that all Sugars not above No. 16 Dutch Standard, shall pay a duty of one 
and fifteen hundredths cents per pound. All Sugars above No. 16 and not above 20, two and twenty 
hundredths cents per pound ; above No. 20 two and fifty hundredths cents per pound. The reduction of duty 

amounts to 22 per cent.

Sorghum Sugar.—Copy of British Consul’s Report on Sugar Manufacture, from Sorghum, in Kansas 
will be sent to any Member applying for same.

Trinidad Weather reported fine for harvesting, March 16th.

Chinese Emigration.—A Treaty having been made between China and the United States, excluding 
Chine.se labourers from the latter country, it has been suggested that the Chinese Ambassador in London be 
approached on the subject of diverting a stream of Chinese labourers to the British West Indies, under a 

carefully regulated system.

Sugar Crops.—The total Beet crop for 1887-8 is given by Mr. Licht’s latest figures at 2,384,550 tons, 
against 2,728,810 in 1886-7, and 2,216,595 in 1885-6; or, 344,000 tons smaller than the last, and 168,000 
tons greater than 1885-6. Cane crops for 1887-8 are estimated at 2,453,000 tons, against 2,339,550 in 1886-7, 
and 2,339,950 in 1885-6. The total production of Beet and Cane will therefore be 4,837,500, against 5,068,350

Chine.se


in 1886-7, and 4,556,550 in 1885-6. The visible supply of sugar is thus given, 1st March:—Stocks 
in Europe, 997,000 tons, against l,177,0Q0 in 1887. United States (18th February) 104,000 against 104,000. 
Havana (19th February) 31,000, against 46,000. At sea from East of Europe, 141,700, against 145,810. 
Total visible supply 1,273,700, against 1,472,810.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—-Landings, ten weeks, 180,262 tons, against 162,081 same period in 1887; 
increase, 18,181. Deliveries, 146,980, against 159,047 ; decrease, 12,067. Stocks, 218,507, against 194,804; 
Surplus, 23,703.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other papers. 
Circular is supplied to present members free.

P.S.—Mr. Licht, under date March 17, estimates Beet Crop 1888-9 at 2,825,000 tons; and he gives 
the total visible stocks for March 1888 at 1,162,732 tons, against 1,370,779.
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CONFIDENTIAL.] 2 [CIBCULAB (No. 24.)

West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.

16th April, 1888.

Sugar Bounties Conference.—The Delegates resumed their sittings at the Foreign Office on April 5th. 
The Reports of the different Governments explaining the means they propose to adopt for the suppression oi 
bounties formed the basis of discussion. A Committee of the Conference has been appointed to settle 
technical details.

Sugar Bounties in France.—The following telegram dated Lille, April, 11th, is extracted from the 
Times. 11 To-day, during the sitting of the Council-General of the Nord, the Prefect read a telegram from 
the Minister of Finance contradicting the report that the French Delegate at the Sugar Conference in London 
had accepted, in the name of the French Government, the proposal for the suppression of the bounties on Sugar. 
The Minister explains that the Delegate received instructions to adhere to the suppression of the bounties 
only in the case of an understanding being arrived at among all the interested countries.”

■ 1J J1J ^7 VI tij Cl JI . J JULIO<1 111 Oli J 111 . vuululu. •Ill Oil J .? fill 1 lluisJ * (J

Export Duties in Spain.—In the .Budget Statement a Law is proposed for the abolition of export dues 
on Sugar in accordance with the views of the International Conference.

....... !’ / n fxxrre 4rr 1 - A - ' x - - 'x* I r * r

Telegraphs.—Government advertise that they are prepared to recommend Parliament io grant a 
Subsidy to a Contractor who will undertake to lay, maintain and work a Submarine Telegraph Cable, from 
Halifax to Bermuda. The Contractor must state the amount, of Subsidy required, the period not to exceed 

20 years. adj I btaod no

British Guiana Medical Law.—West India Committee to Colonial Office, March 31st, 1888.—u With 
reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the Medical Law of British Guiana, and especially 
to Mr. Wingfield’s letter to the West India Committee, of the 9th December last, I beg respectfully to call 

your attention to the following points :—Mr. Wingfield says: ‘ Sir Henry Holland, regrets to learn that there 
has been some friction in carrying out the provisions of the above-mentioned Ordinance .(1886), apd he will 
request the Governor to impress upon the Officers of both of the Departments concerned, the importance of 
discharging their duties in a conciliatory manner, and especially to desire the Medical Inspector when 
inspecting Estate Hospitals to point out to the Managers any defects which he notices^ and to enter alibis 
requisitions in the Register as required by law.’ In a statement made by His Excellency, the .Governor, at a 
Meeting of the Court of Policy, held on February 28th last, and reported in the Royal Gazette Newspaper, 
of March 2nd, upon the question of entering requisitions in the Estate Register, His 
‘ No directions of the kind had been communicated to him by the Secretary of State,
I am therefore to request that your Lordship would be; pleased, to allow the West India Committee again to 
express an opinion that the satisfactory working of the Medical Ordinance depends to a very large extent 
upon the requisitions of the Medical Officers being entered at the time of the visit of inspection in the Estate 
Register, so that proper explanations may be at once given, and the requirements of the law satisfied in the 
event of any default being shown.” (Signed) James L. Ohlson, Secretary. Copy reply—Colonial Office, 
April 4th. “ In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo. I am directed by Lord Knutsford to inform you that 
instructions have been given to the Governor of British Guiana, that the requisitions of the Medical Inspector 
are in future to be entered in the Hospital Registers in accordance with the law.”, (Signed) Edward Wingfield.

Excellency said that :
>r the Colonial Office/



British Guiana Immigration Fund Account.—Important papers have been received from the Colonial 
Office which are not available for printing in this Circular. They are open to the perusal of British Guiana 
Members, and will be printed in next Circular.

Post Office Arrangements.—Letters posted on board the Mail Steamers fully stamped with the 
Colony stamps are charged as unpaid letters on arrival in England. Secretary was requested by Members to 
obtain an explanation from the Post Office as to the practice. The following is the reply.—General Post 
Office, London, April 12. I am directed by the Postmaster-General to state that it is the practice of this 
Department to charge as unpaid any letters written in the West Indian Colonies and irregularly carried on 
board the Contract Packets at West Indian ports, even though such letters bear postage stamps of the Colony 
in which they have presumably been written. In order that the sender of a letter may claim that he has 
‘ properly stamped with Colonial stamps' any letter which he may wish to send from a Colony to 
this country, he must conform to the regular practice of posting his letter at the local Post 
Office. No Post Office can reasonably be expected to recognize payment by means of its stamps 
unless it has had the usual opportunity of carrying the value of such stamps to its revenue 
by cancelling them. Moreover, in the case in point, it is also to be considered that 
through avoiding the proper channel of the local Post Office, the letters escape being brought properly to 
account, so that, even when the Colonial stamps are eventually cancelled before delivery and so earned to 
the Colonial revenue, the service of conveyance by sea is not paid for out of such Colonial revenue, as 
it should be, but is performed at the cost of this Department, which, unless it treats these irregularly 
deposited letters as unpaid, would have no funds applicable to the cost of sea conveyance. It should be 
obvious to the senders of these letters that, if they desire the advantage of depositing their correspondence 
on board the Packets at the moment of their departure they cannot expect to enjoy, at the 
same time, the convenience proper to a Post Office; and the recipients of such letters have presumably their 
remedy against the senders, whom they should request to post their letters in proper time at the Post Office.—- 
Signed) Edw. H. Rea.”

Sugar in Egypt.—Extract from Mr. Lang’s report, printed by Foreign Bondholders Committee-, 
January, 1888:—“The chief interests of the Daira Sanieh are connected with sugar, and these have been 
affected most seriously by the extensive and continuous fall in tlie value of that article during recent years; 
The extent of the injury caused to the Daira Sanieh from the recent fall in the price of sugar may best be 
understood when it is said that, had the price of sugar been the same in 1886 as it was in 1883, the Daira 
operations in 1886, instead of showing a loss of over £200,000, would have left a profit of £40,000 after
payment of taxes and interest. The hope, therefore, of avoiding a deficit in the Future depends upon the 
price of sugar. Every rise of 6d. per cwt. in sugar is equivalent to £20,000 of profit to the Daira Sanieh. 
Other influences are also at work tending to improve our position. Previously to 1887 the purchases of canes 
from private individuals were made at prices which left a large loss to the Daira. This unnecessary 
generosity has been put a stop to, and the prices paid for these canes have been reduced to a point at which 
even present low prices for the manufactured article do not leave a loss. Speaking generally, the operations 
of the factories are very satisfactory. While sugar has been falling, increasing efforts have been made to 
reduce the loss by greater manufacturing efficiency and constant economies. The details furnished in the 
Official Report on this point will be read with interest. In the short space of three years the cost of 
production has been reduced by 43 per cent., and the extraction of sugar from the cane has increased by 7 per 
cent. The average cost of fabrication was, in 1886, 3s. 8$d. per ton of sugar cane, while three of the
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factories succeeded in reducing the cost to 3s. 2Jd. per ton of Sugar Cane. The total production in 1886 was 
51,685 tons of Sagar and 13,541 tons of Molassesj and the percentage of each obtained from the Canes 
crushed was:—

Per Cent.

Sugar, 1st quality (white crystals) ... ... ... - 6'51
,, 2nd ,, (brown syrup)... ... ... ... • •• 1’77
,, 3rd „ „ ... ... ... ... ■■ 0’55

Molasses ... ... ... ... ... • • ••• 2’31

Total .. 11-14

The average demsity of juice was 1069. The analysis of average samples of the sugar manufactured 

gave:—

1st Quality. 2nd Quality. 3rd Quality. Molasses.

_ _ _  ___  ___ __

Water .............................. 0-20

0-20

98-50

Apparent but 
unmeasurable.

i 1-10

2-90

2-50

85-50

4-40

4-60

3-70

3-40

82-40

6-50

4-00

2010 

11-30

34 00

9 00 

25-60

Ashes or Salts...... ..........

Sugar ..............................

Glucose..............................

Various..............................

Total...............100-00 100-00 100-00 100-00

West India Sugar and Preserves in London.—Inquirers are informed that pure Cane Sugars 
can be obtained at lowest prices, in bags of 25 lbs. and upwards, at J. Milliner’s, 15, Albert Terrace, 
near Notting Hill Gate Station. Yams, Preserves and Peppers are included in Milliner’s Catalogue.

Beet Production.—Mr. Licht (March report) estimates as follows:—1888-9, 2,825,000 tons; as
compared with 2,384,550 in 1887-8 ; and 2,728,810 in 1886-7

1888-9 1887-8 1886-7

Germany 1,125,000 910,000 1,018,842

Austria 515,000 412,500 523,060

France 500,000 405,000 486,443
Russia 450,000 430,000 479,582

Belgium 135,000 135,000 132,570

Holland 35,000 36,000 32,263
Other Countries 65,000 56,050 56,050

Tons 2,825,000 2,384,550 2,728,810

United States Tariff.—Prospect of Bill passing this Session is not so good. The denomination of 
No. 13 Dutch Standard is likely to be retained.
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Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings: 14 weeks, 255,559 tons, against 236,356 same period 1887 ; 
increase 19,203. Deliveries: 212,176, against 228,340; decrease 16,164. Stocks: 228,608, against 199,776; 
surplus : 28,832. - : aRVf bodeino

Trinidad—Heavy rains interfering with grinding. (12th April.)

Demerara.—Weather showery and favourable for cultivation. (10th April.) . (Members receiving 
telegrams of weather in any Colony are requested to send copies to the. Secretary.)

Miscellaneous.—Sir Rawson Rawson’s book on Tariffs and Trade of the British Empire can be 
borrowed from the office. Copy of Parliamentary Paper showing Revenue, Taxation, Legislative Bodies, 
Franchise, &c., in the West Indies, can be obtained by members on application.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also Subscriptions 
of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. Circular is supplied 
to present members free.
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odt rd OduMa 94L moO ‘io esuotl orlliii etsdeb mlt oi oonp-mi .
West India Committee,

51, Lime Street, London, E.C.,

14^ May, 1888.

Sugar Bounties Conference.—The Times of May 10th says “ We understand that the Sugar 
Bounties Conference have arrived at a practical agreement; that the final protocol, establishing a treaty 
under which Sugar Bounties are to be abolished, will receive the signatures of all the representatives of the 
Powers to-morrow or Saturday; and that after this week there will probably be an adjournment till Thursday, 
July 5th, when it is hoped the Treaty will be signed.” The London newspapers notice favourably the 
approaching conclusion of a convention. The Delegates were entertained by the Grocers’ Company on 
May 7th, when important speeches were made by Mr. Reeves (Master), Baron Henry de Worms, Count 
Kuefstem, Mr. White (the United States’ Delegate) and Sir G. H. Chambers. It is announced that the 
proposed retention of the present system by Belgium will not interfere with the satisfactory conclusion of the 
Conference. Urgent protests have been made by the West India Committee and the British and Colonial 
Anti-Bounty Association, against the date of August, 1890, being fixed for the operation of the Convention. 
These bodies suggest that the date should be the summer of 1889 at the latest. It is not known what is the 
final decision on this point, but probably 1890 will be retained. The protocol has been signed. Questions 
reserved will be considered by the Governments of Countries interested, preparatory to signature of final 
Treaty in August. The Treaty is expected to contain a provision for prohibiting Sugar Imports under bounty.

A French View of the Conference.—The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre mentions that the 
Convention may provide for a permanent International Commission, relating to Sugar Laws and Statistics. 
Belgium prefers to retain her present system, and the United States are not expected formally to come into 
the Treaty. The Spanish Delegates have raised the question of a penal clause. The French Sugar Industry 
awaits, with impatience the Reports of the Sub-Committee of the Conference on technical points. The 
Journal urges that all the Powers should adopt the New System to satisfy the French industry.

Sfiiiriod ynnBiiOOBci io 03jr oxlj . jo JnsrnH^rjnori ohj oj mllj loijini

Sugar and the Merchandise Marks Act.—The West India Committee have considered whether a 
Trade Mark could be acquired, or any special designation by any Association or other body by which the 
produce of the members of such Association or body would be guaranteed as being genuine West India or 
Demerara Sugar. It seems clear that a selector of goods could register a Trade Mark to indicate Goods 
that he had so selected ; or, without any Registered Trade Mark, the Committee might adopt some indication 
of its own to be attached to West India Sugars, by way of showing they were made or produced there. This 
becoming known, any person using it as, attached to Sugars that were not West India, would be giving a false 
trade description within the meaning of the Merchandize Marks Act of 1887. No action has yet been taken 
upon these points; but, in the meantime, the following Advertisement has been inserted in the Grocer, and 
London Daily papers, “Caution,—Whereas certain Sugars are sold in England, artificially dyed to resemble 
the Crystallized Sugars of the British West Indies and Demerara, but which are not made or produced in those 
countries. All persons dealing in such .Sugars are cautioned that the sale thereof as the produce of the 
British West Indies, or Demerara, or under any name or description calculated to lead to the belief that 
they were made or produced in those countries, is a false trade description within the meaning of the 
Merchandize Marks Act, 1887, and punishable as such.—By order, James L. Ohlson, Secretary."
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will now be made regarding it. I am afraid that if the scheme should be seriously contemplated the 
Governments concerned will consider their national interests rather than those of British commerce.” A 
question for consideration by the "West India Committee would be whether the above statements might not be 
supplemented by another in the following or similar terms“ To ask the Under Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs whether Her Majesty’s Govemment would now consent to renew the negotiations for a Trade Treaty 
between the West India Colonies and the United States, according to the terms of the draft Treaty, 
provisionally agreed to in 1884, which Treaty gives to Great Britain and the Colonies generally the same 
advantages as are proposed to be given by the West India Colonies to the United States; and whether 
Her Majesty’s Government will send a Delegate to the proposed Conference at Washington.”

United States’ Tariff.---The House of Representatives is still debating the general question. The 
discussion is likely to be prolonged for some time.

British Guiana Constitution.—No further action has been taken. It is understood that the Governor 
is to report upon the whole question. Mr. Watt, M.P., has given notice, on going into Committee of Supply, 
to call the attention of the House to the necessity of a reform in the existing constitution of British Guiana.

British Guiana Immigration.'—It has been decided, pending advices from the Colony, not to print the 
recent correspondence upon the Immigration Fund Account, but it may be stated that the Government 
appear to incline to the view that the Balance to the credit of the Immigration Fund in December 1884, was 
not a real Balance. In order to obtain the true Balance at that or any other date all receipts and 
expenditure up to the given date should be taken into account. That the date for closing the account should 
be 30th June to agree with Indian Immigration Season, and year of tax imposition ; and that if on closing 
said account, there is any considerable balance it might be safe to make some reduction of Indenture Fee for 
next season ; but it should rather be invested with the balance of interest account in the books of the 
Loan Commissioners for a back passage fund, the interest of which might be treated as revenue of 
Immigration Fund.

jgoiuj udtu io aaiqou oa r&i t.o * <ifojj'iJT3,C' .sihsolc
Export Duties.—W’ith reference to the correspondence in Circular 23 on the subject of the abolition 

of Export Duties in view of the Tariff changes in the United States it is observed that the Circular Despatch 
from the Secretary of State has been submitted to the Legislatures of the different Colonies. Governor Sir Henry 
Norman, Jamaica, announced that he was in communication with the British Minister at Washington. With 
regard to Trinidad the following statement expresses, still further, the views of the West India Committee on 
this subject:—“ There is a general objection to any remission of the contribution of the Cocoa Industry 
towards Immigration. It would be extremely inequitable for such a course to be taken, considering the great 
advantages in respect of immigrant labour enjoyed by the Cocoa Proprietors. It is hoped, therefore, that the 
amount will continue to be contributed by that Industry in the most convenient form, which would probably 
be an export duty based on the amount that would have been paid by Cocoa had the export duties as a 
whole remained untouched. If an acreage tax on Cocoa, upon the above basis were imposed, the effect would 
be the same, if the produce of the tax were as usual carried to the Immigration Fund. Any increase of the 
Indenture fee on new immigrants would be very unfair, as Sugar bears more than its proper share at present, 
and without Sugar contributions in the past to the Immigration Fund there would have been but little labour, 
and the other Industries could not have been maintained at all. As to the question of immediate legislation 
so as to cover this crop there is no urgent necessity, but everything depends upon the news from the States



which will reach the West Indies as soon as it does this country. The main thing is to be in time to take 
advantage of the reduced duties as soon as they come into force.”

Cuba.—Economic and Social Condition.—The German Journal, Export, communicates an extract 
from the report of the Austrian Consul-General at Havana, the following particulars of which are interesting. 
Another year has passed away without in any way improving the sad situation here, both in an economic and 
financial respect. It was again a year of heavy struggles for existence, and it is only owing to the “ eternally 
bountiful ” nature, which has so richly endowed this Spanish province, once upon a time justly called the 
“ Pearl of the Antilles,” that the threatening danger of total impoverishment has once more been safely passed* 
The indifference of the Government at Madrid has, in a great measure, to account for this. Export duties, heavy 
taxes, expensive wages, &c., make it almost impossible for the cultivators of cane sugar to compete with the 
foreign manufacturers of beetroot sugar, who are strongly supported by their respective Governments. 
The blindness or ignorance of the Madrid Cabinet seems incomprehensible; it ought to know that the existence 
of this province depends mainly upon its successful competition with beetroot sugar, and that this can 
only be brought about by a complete abolition of the Export Duties, and of other imposts heavily burdening 
the plantations. If that were done, Cuba might still gradually recover from the wounds inflicted ; but, if not, 
the island will cease to hold a position in the commeicial world. Enormous sums have been invested in the 
grand machinery of many Sugar Plantations, and, if the production of Sugar were discontinued, the owners 
would be completely ruined.”

Demerara Weather.—20th April, rainy season appears to be approaching; 25th April, heavy rains 
beneficial to cultivation ; 4th May, showery and favourable for cultivation ; 7th May, showery and favourable 
for cultivation.

Trinidad Weather.—24th April, weather favourable—weather fine for harvesting ; 30th April, 
weather favourable ; 8th May, weather favourable ; 9th May, weather fine for harvesting. (Members receiving 
telegrams of weather in any Colony are requested to send copies to the Secretary. The Secretary begs to 
thank Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co., for so kindly forwarding copies of their telegrams).

Beet Crop.—In France, Austria, and Germany, the sowings have been considerably retarded by the 
weather. M. Licht, in Circular of April 21st, reduces the estimate of Beet crop for 1888-9 from 2,825,000 
tons to 2,800,000, owing to a modification of the figures for Germany.

General Stocks.—The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were, in April (including floating cargoes) 
952,930, against 1,054,495 in 1887. In United States, 3rd May, the total stocks were 150,000 tons, against 
160,330. Havana, 105,000, against 109,308. Total stocks, 1,207,930 tons, against 1,330.133.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings: 18 weeks, 334,620 tons, against 321,605 same period 1887 ; 
increase 13,015. Deliveries: 283,161, against 301,019; decrease 17,858. Stocks: 236,681, against 
212,346 ; surplus : 24,338.

JAMES L OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. 
Circular is supplied to present members free.
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West India Committee.

Lime
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Change .of Address.—After June 16th the address pf the. West India Committee will be
' ' ! ' ’ I 'J . -

Billiter House, London, E.C. The direct entrance is in Billiter Street, the office being on the first 
door. The office, may also be reached by an entrance in Billiter Square, opposite Druces’, and one in 
Billiter Avenue, opposite the West India Docks’ Office.

Sugar Bounties Conference.—Since the last Circular, no fresh information is available. The 
Draft Convention, respecting' the details of which it is understood the Powers are still negotiating^ has not 
been made public. It is still believed‘the Treaty will be finally signed in August. The Committee are 
informed that working men’s meetings are being held in different parts of the country, and that the 
following Resolution is being sent in to the Government : “ That this Meeting is gratified to learn that all 
the Delegates from the Nations represented in the International Conference have signed a Draft Protocol 
and Convention for the abolition of Export State Bounties on Sugar, and trusts that the Government will 
maintain the penal clause in such convention excluding from the markets of the other countries the Bounty- 
aided products of any nation which does not conform to the provisions of the Treaty, as was adopted by 
Parliament in the 16th section of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887.”

Sugar Bounties Convention.—The West-India Committee addressed the following letter to the 
Right Hon. W. H. Smith, M.P./'on May i6th.^“ We notice that in the course of the conversation vvhich 
followed your reply to Mr. Bolton’s question in the House of Commons last evening on the Sugar 
Cortference, a fear was expressed that the people of this country would in consequence of any clause 
prohibiting the import of sugar frdm countries continuing to grant bounties after the Treaty came into 
operation, have to pay an increased price for this article of food. We beg to assure; you, from our 
knowledge of the sugar industries of the world, and especially of the capacities for producing sugar in the 
British Colonies (respecting which latter point we possess the greatest possible .experience), pf our earnest 
and settled conviction that no increase of price to the English consumer, will follow from the operation of 
such a measure. On the contrary, the absence of competition based upon bounties will give such ah impetus 
to the production pf Sug3.r in all parts of the world that the interests of the consumer will be benefitted 
rather than injured, because a lower price, based upon free competition, must in the long run be established. 
Signed, N. Lubbock, Chairman^ Mr. Smith thanked the Committee for the above letter. On 
May 17 th, the following further letter was sent to Mr. Smith, and duly acknowledged by him. ‘‘Referring 
to the letter which we had the honour to address to you yesterday, we beg respectfully to call your 
attention to the enclosed letter which recently appeared in the Times. The writers of the letter, Messrs. 
James Keiller and Son, are the well known manufacturers of Jams and Preserves, using a very large 
quantity of Sugar in the articles which they produce. You will observe that these representatives of the 
important Jam industry, acquiesce in the abolition of bounties and express the opinion that such abolition 

would not be detrimental to that industry, or increase the price of sugar to the consumer, in whatever form 
it may be purchased. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chair man T Copies of Messrs^ Keiller and Son’s letter can be

ftoi.tncA.tt.fi


.as .oTi HAJuoHioi .LlAITM&alWOQ

had from the Secretary. On May 16th, the Committee wrote to Lord Salisbury, calling attention to an 
extract from the Deutschenth, showing a remarkable agreement of opinion that 
unless a . in regai'dAo, countries continuing to grant bounties is inserted in the Convention, it is
ho^t^ss to expect that any satisfactory result will follow the protracted labours of the Conference. This 
view is in entire Harmony with the representations addressed to Her Majesty’s Government by the British 
Home and Colonial Sugar Industries. The following is the conclusion of the above extract : “ So much 
however, is clear to us. that if the English Government only deterrhines'upon having courtterVamn'g duties, 
the bounties will be abolished by Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia, and Holland (fdr Java). Add this?? :pqqo dfrtLni : Mjjnina . 4 > /kth , »dT
would put an end to the fear of prices in the English market going up to the extent 01 the countervailing 
duty, for the enormous production of the countries just named would have to cohtiiiiie the 

world’s., I market iyith all Other ^ugar producing, ^oqntfrijepf. If,. ho weyer, the English Government cannot 
resolvd upon such a measure, the, Gon^erence wilj ,yery; away without having led to any u^efql
result.” On May 25th, the Committee sent further extracts from Continental wigar papers, showing still 
more;<ro^gjy.that it was; within the Efer Mfajesjy’^ Government to .secure an effectjy^ t settlement
Of the question. The Bulletin des Halles^- May ,12th,.acknowledges. England to Be the “ mistress .of the 
.situation,” and,in declaring hep. intentipnijto explu^e ffoqi her market all f bounty-fed ^u^ar necessitates the 
unanimous adhesion of all the Powers to the Convention. The Deutsche Zucker Industrie of May 1 8th. says 
“ Mie have yet to learn that the English Govermpppt ready made.any declaration as to prohibiting ijnports^ and 

require confirmation of the report that Germany and Russia arc in consequence prepared to abo ish 
their premiums. Should, as we think it very probable, the latter report prove to be correct, Austria must fol ow 
the example of Germany and Russia ; and then the only country to consider will be Belgium, for the 
production of France in the three campaigns,; L8^d8$y/i8H$^fza was npt (stifHoippIdy large

her own consumption./ Only inuAhe. calendar, year ^887 ■ was . th^ a -supplqv available ^r 
export rtf 21,000 torts; whilfct in the year 18850 is much as 19^900 tops had;to be import^ hy.^anpe. 
Although the quantity of Sugar which Belgium has to dispose, of on .the world’s market isj-vepydarge fqr 
that country, ■ it is too small to have 1 any influence! on the market^ so that English consumers .of Sugar need 
hot have any fear of prices advancing. The English Parliament cannot but come to thj^ conylusjom based 
as it is on irrefutable figures, and . it may consequently -be asserted that, provided the above two .reports 
be true, the question of Sugar Bounties ispowusettled.”

iriOli ’u(>ilot rr rvz *i.r i rn r rn nn rf । 1 r[ * ij ■ h ': n t f • • r » f < 11 ir ISugar Legislation in France.-—A Bill applying onlyAo the crop of 1888-9 has been pas^ed bythe
Chamber. It nominally reduces from 50 to 40 francs per 100 Kilos the duty on refined Sugar of whatever 
origin, but imposes a temporary surtax of 50 per cent, upon duties imposed on Sugars of all origin, thus 
bringing the duty up to 60 francs per 100 Kilos Refined Sugar's. Lower qualities in proportion. Sugars 
free under the law of 1884 will Ae’ subjected ^o^a/fax o^^ per 100 Kilos. Other provisions deal

with the surtax on Colonial Sugars subject to dcchet and the surtax of 7 francs upori’^11^ fbVei^h BA^rs 

is c^ptinu^d to 31st August, 189°- ^he Bill has been strongly opposed by the Sugar representative^the 
Chamber, as it reduces their Bounty by one third. The “ Times ” of June nth. inserts the following Paris 
Telegram :—“ The Bill curtailing the profits’o^ the Beet-rdbt Sugar Refiners was adopted by the Chamber 
to-day (June 8th) by 142 to 2o8.’?

■C iqo of; bnfi eeilnnod to noililodB orb ni eoSoiupos ^ijaubni mr.L Inslioqmi
'Ry^fA^^EGiSLATiONi^The London Newspapers.of June 4th.potion a report that Russia wjl^ raise 

the duties on refined Sugar to sixty shillings per loo Kilos. 1 ;i
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I Tak,gg Bill.—The St. Louis Convention in nominating Mr. Cleveland for a second
•.vim a. President includes the passing of the Tariff Bill as one of the ".plan^ jn^s piatiorm," Th^Bill 
itself is at present making but very smal^prc^ss^ the feft# Representatives. .

ooi toHJjjow ,onul rb; ; bw ooj rorflKuw dlor ; gfriJaavisd iod onil larflfiow ,\k!L rbgs ; .sldsiHovst 
:v; B^ti^Q^n^^ Mfri A-Q^Qoquor Qomm^p^

99 Jujpcyj^jvi^ beqq^^d^i^ , 'J^ie
cje^rly ^pj^ngi tty? Cpnatitu^o^ ;pfCoJ/py, ^aid. HeD Majesty^
amendment desirable and added: “ Tpfprpy^pj:) dlri-yy^Sf
although there was every disposition to consider the expediency of reforming the constitution of the colony, so as 
tioJgive'all Plasms a'^flofb direct participation -than thej^have it present in- the conGderationliifits.Internal 
affair Hbr Majcdtyb Gbvemment had no iht&ht-ion of adopting a*by such! changed as would transfer from 
theCrown thdfMl controrofsuchqutstmris'relatm to the BdUndaf^ffor Otherwise^ asAVcrebeifid agitated 
by^^Ome persdrtS'at the p^eserit time?' The Secretary -’df^St^te hW^^t yet TbCeiVed the Govehion’s Report 
on the SubjectJ b; bseifaoiqfhoo yigno-r^ oe qotu odj lo omiui nd J oi as bsimol tie endigjnsrfeiqqi using 
odt ymamoO bns fiiiieuA ni bns rybnoioifhj8 Jon Jud piullal £sd nisi amo« bnfilloH bus rnuigiuH nl 

Y19Y ( St. Lucia Cargo Dues.—The Committee regret to be informed that the law imposing cargo due< 
on steamships arriving in this Colony will be confirmed on the • gr'6tfhd: of tfi£ ol^the be Ven UU
Such taxation Wa^ objected todsYe'ing likely to^p/ejudice^'^e interests of the Port.

bhi'< sgmavs .blsiy b'tesv

Grenad'a Export rfuriEs.—The protest' o^ the A^est India Committee (see-‘Circular No. 20) against 
, , . poo.FS? , . op;,sjg , 000,717 . ooo.odn .... .... > . , ,

the levying of export duties in Grenada for general revenue has been warmly supported by a very large 
number of proprietors and( others in the Tslahd. T^e West India Committee ^.re1 gratified by this 

expression of confidence, anef trust that in this and other ^est India Colonies it will be largely felt that 

the efforts of the West India Committee are directed to secure the full and unrestricted prosperity of 
the agricultural and commercial interests connected not only with Sugar, but with every industry. 1 ne 

. m 070,07 000.7 0 OQV- Yf nf mn.'JOJ -mW
subscription raised in Grenada is acknowledged in a special letter to Mr. Williamson.

oi8t8£V<£ opp(Oo8,2 ooo.'^s ... <TmT
Quarantine in. Barbados.—The Committee have been informed, in answer to an inquiry as to the 

proent position of this question, that the. Secretary of State has directed the Governor of the Colony to 
Taring tfie representations of tke'Royal Mail Steam Packet Company before the Quarantine Board, with an 
expression of Lord Knutsford’s opinion that'some modification oT quarantine,;as at'^res^hl iriijids’ed; fhi^Ht

.safely p^d^,^ o, ;-.fimgc ,<rmt c m ~ : -gmbumI—.i/j u;, j/izl (R-itizU zi m/.duB

joints Lnisgs t9sdtd^s : <donjB .'cLO1 u^^ioob ; opo,Od£ Jdnifign ; r/jirjyipjG .ppp.8i jejstnoni
Public Documents.—An important Parliamentary Return is about to be published,, js^wipg; jt^ 

Favoured Nation Treaties between Great Britain and Foreign Countries. The bearing of these Treaties 
uponGnttef<b61^i^(l^a^(arraVigefni^^-will be seen from this return. Copies of the following papers will 

be forvarded to Members if desired :—British Guiana Consolidated Half-yearly Return of Immigrants to 
Decenber, 1887 ; Report of Immigration Agent-General for 1887 ; Statement of the Public Debt of 
Britisi Qutypap.18^7 ; Speech of'the. Gpyerno^ tty^ Coptined Court, M.ay, ^8^ ; ^al^nceand 
Finamial Statement of British Guiana for 1887 ; Annual Report of Public Gardens and Plantations, 
Jamaica, 1887. Also a Bulletin regarding some diseases of Plants issped,by. th,e same Department. ,
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Weather Telegrams.—Barbados: 28th May, good reaping weather; r 1 th June, slow reaping 
weather. Demerara : 23rd May. weather continues wet ; 5th June, Weather showery; 8th June, weather 
showery and favourable to cultivation. Trinidad: 15th May, weather middling ; 22nd May, weather 
favourable ; 24th May, weather fine for harvesting ; 30th May, weather too wet ; 5th June, weather too 
wbt; ytn June, the rainy season has set in ; 7th June, the rainy weathei4 has set in. (Members receiving 
telegrams of weather in any Colony are requested to s&id copies to the Secretary. The Secretary begs to 
thank Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co., The Colonial Company; Limited, and Messrs: W. F. Burnley & Co., 

Lirnited, Glasgow, for so kindly forwarding copies of their telegrams.
oa .vnoloo yd j to nobujitenoo orll gnirmuhn to vonoiboq^u orb tybi^noy 03 nobLoqGbyiyvy btyrfj r 41.'udtM

Beet Crops.—The weather for the Beet has become more seasonable, although rain is still much 
wanted. The crop in France is seriously menaced by the dryness, leaving the fields free to numerous 
insects. Besides these insects the Sylphe or Boric Her Sombre (order of colepptera or beetle) has made great 
ravages in the north of France. Where this darve passes, beet must be resown. From these causes
great apprehensions are formed as to the future of the crop so strongly compromised at the beginning. 
In Belgium and Holland some rain has fallen, but not sufficiently, and in Austria and Germany the
weather conditions are the same as in France. This delay renders the result 
uncertain. M. Licht estimates as follows :—

.^9- T8-*9- 1887.-88.
After last After an

year’s yield, average yield.
Germany ............... 970,000 1,070,000 925,000
Austria ... ... 480,000 515,000 4:2.500
France   422,000 490,000 405,000
Russia   44o.ooo 450,000 430.000
Belgium ............... 155.°°° l6S°°° ^o-000
Holland    42,^00 4^,000 36,000
Other Countries ... 62,^00 .65,000 t;6,o;o

of the sugar crc

i gni /im aqirf-, ; 
1886-87.

1,018,842
523,060
486,443 
479,582.

.132,570
32,263 .
56,050

>p very

'TO rfEfJ
Tons ... 2,575,000

orb ol as yiiupni he od i^twarfE fir .bymrolni nyjd yv£ 
General Stocks.—(Licht.) The visible stoci 

cargoes), 843,123 tons, against 873,824 tons in 1887. 
106,6.80 against 111,760. Total Stocks, 1,076^803, ag

2,800,000 2,399,550 2,728,810
11 'J' * " r'1} ‘ ‘ Ir P (■ ( < . J 2* ’ '/ j ’ / / < y {
ks of Sugar in Europe were in May (including floating 
In United States, 127,000 against 120,000. Havana, 

gainst 1,105,584.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings : 22 weeks, 417,889 tons, against 398,890 sameperidd 1887 ; 
increase 18,999. Deliveries: 356,485, against 366,940 ; decrease 10,455. Stocks: 246,629, against 223,710 ; 
surplus 22,919.

o^dj to ynimod -jdT .ahwO b,IB rustrdl u/..) nuuwrx! noiwZ
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

oJ <mK igimmI 'Io rrmJyH vhfiyv-tlEH bolEbihmop EHEiuO rkbriH—: byiieyb li <r jdmeM of bob^-klS^H 
lo IdyQ oilduH ydt Io JnymymjB ; 7881 toI lEiynuO-JnygA noilETgimml lo TioqyH ; 7881 tiodlnyyy^| 

Information, corrections, &ci, relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary’ Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. 
Circular'is supplied to present members free.
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West India Committee,

Billiter House, Billiter Street,

London, E.C.,

^th July, 1888.

Sugar Bounties Conference.—Baron Henry de Worms has again proceeded to the Continent to 
consult the representatives of the French, Belgian, and other Governments as to the final arrangements. 
Strong hopes continue to be entertained of a successful result. The Russian Government, according to a 
newspaper telegram, dated St. Petersburg, July 6th, have authorised the signature of the Convention. The 
question has been several times recently mentioned in Parliament. On June 21st, Baron de Worms, 
replying to Mr. Labouchere, said, “ If legislation were necessary, ample time would be given for considering 
and discussing the Convention before such legislation was introduced.” On June 25th, replying to 
Mr. Picton, Sir J. Fergusson said the negociations related solely to sugar bounties, and did not enter into 
questions of protective duties on British sugar, or on British manufactures in which sugar was used. 
Sir J. Fergusson also stated in reply to Mr. Illingworth, that the United States representative attended the 
Conference, but without committing his Government, and that it was not known what course that Govern
ment might take at future stages. On June 28th, Baron de Worms replying to Mr. Summers, stated— 
“ That the New Zealand Act of 1884, for the encouragement of Beetroot and Sorghum had been practically 
inoperative, and that the Colonial Government would come into the Convention.” Mr. W. H. Smith has 
also again assured the House that ample time would be .given to consider the Convention before legislation, if 
any were necessary, were proposed. A good meeting has been held by workmen at Derby in support of the 
action taken by the Government. Resolutions of support have also been forwarded from several other 
industrial centres. This action on the part of the working men of the country is particularly effective 
at the present crisis of the question, and inportant letters in acknowledgment have been published, especially 
from Baron de Worms, the President of the Conference. 

. 9
Saccharine.—The Bulletin des Halles, July 5th, referring to the discussion at the Academy of 

Medicine on the introduction of Saccharine into food, says that some wines, called Champagne, had been 
received by the laboratory, in which sugar had been replaced by Saccharine.. Certain quantities of glucose, 
solid and liquid, containing a percentage (1 to 2 pour mille) of Saccharine made in German factories, had 
been introduced into France. These facts have been placed before the Prefect of Police for consideration 
bythe Council of Hygiene and Health of the Department of the Seine. A commission was appointed and 
its report adopted by the council. In this report M. Dujardin-Beaumetz calls attention to the digestive 
troubles caused by Saccharine, and the commission unanimously consider it a “ medicament ” and not a 
food. To prevent falsifications the commission demands the rejection of Saccharine from general 
alimentation as dangerous to the public health. It might render some service in therapeutics, notably 
among a small number of diabetic patients who could not take sugar.



Canada and the West Indies.—The proposal for trade arrangements between these countries has 
been often discussed in past years. The most practical attempt was made in 1885 by Jamaica, from which 
Island a deputation, consisting of two Government officials and two members of Council, proceeded to 
Ottawa to endeavour to bring about an arrangement. While the negotiation did great good, for various 
reasons it was not at the time carried through. Lord Derby’s despatch, intimating that the arrangement 
should include all the West-India Colonies, discouraged Jamaica from contemplating a certain sacrifice of 
revenue for advantages in a market capable of taking only a limited quantity of Sugar, which advantages 
would be open, on similar conditions, to all the West Indian Colonies. A general impression has thus been 
caused that while one colony (or perhaps two) could beneficially enter into relations with Canada, no good 
result would follow by including at the present time the whole crop of the West Indies, of which Canada 
could only take about a third. The question, however, has been revived in an interesting debate in the 
Canadian House of Commons in April last, raised by General Laurie, who has sent reports of the same to 
the West India Committee, and to the West Indian Legislatures and Governments. General Laurie 
summarizes the history of the negotiations not only with Jamaica, but with the Leeward Islands, which, 
latter were less advanced than the former. He enumerates various articles, now largely supplied by the 
United States, which might be imported into Jamaica from Canada. The Dominion could take in return 
the Sugar and other products of Jamaica with a mutual reduction, or absence of duties. As Jamaica could 
not supply the whole of the Sugar required by Canada, say 80,000 to 100,000 tons, another colony might join 
Jamaica, and perhaps gradually, as consumption increased in Canada, the whole of the West Indies might 
be included in the course of time. The difficulty on the part of Canada is to make up the loss of the 
revenue now derived from Sugar, and the financial aspect of the question would also have to be very 
seriously considered by the West India Colonies desirous of coming in. The West India Committee have 
not arrived at any general policy upon the matter, which is mentioned now to elicit the opinion of their 
friends in the Colonies.

Beet Crop.—Following abundant rains, the weather on the Continent remains too cold. In France, 
the ravages of the Sylpha opaca have much decreased, although insects of other kinds are much complained
of. The yield of the Beet fields is likely to be very unequal, and crop estimates are difficult to form.
Austria-Hungary and Germany the weather has been better for the roots than in France, 
temperature has now fallen in those countries as well, with probably like results, as in France.

In
although. 
The last

estimate of M. Licht, dated 16th June, retains practically the figures quoted in Committee’s circular, No. 26

General Stocks (Licht).—These are rather more favourable for prices. The visible stocks of
Sugar in Europe were, in June (including floating cargoes), 752,821 tons, against 750,848 in 1887. ' In 
United States, 194,000 against 237,016. Havana, 91,440 against 106,680. Total stocks, 1,038,261 
against 1,094,544.

1887 :
Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings : 26 weeks, 497,532 tons, against 475,479 same period
increase 22,053. Deliveries : 424,256, against 429,140 ; decrease, 4,884. Stocks:

238^99 ; Surplus 20,402.
258,501 against

Weather Telegram.—Barbados : 26th June, fine rains generally throughout the Island 
10th July, weather showery ; Demerara, 13th June, moderate rains continue : 20th June, weather showery 
21 st June, weather dry. Trinidad : 12th June, weather too wet.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &C;, relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Als< 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers 
Circular is supplied to present members free=
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West India Committee,

Billiter House, London, E.C.,
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(ith August, 1888.

[drd' 4a '>ri‘ ^- jiinnaU ieujj8 ari ■’ iioaq^or noiinavnoQ tlmG aril lo smiut aril ol u Lariiyr tjI novi 
West India Committee.—There has been po urgent business of a general character to call for a 

meeting of the General Purposes Committee for some weeks past ; but two meetings, on matters specially 
relating to particular Colonies, .have been held, the proceedings of which will, in due course, be reported to 

the General Purposes Committee, and information concerning them is included in this Circular.
i >v jpa avail aonaiainoG j?.sl aril is e^rnbaaoOTq aril .nopigoqqo ^fabaoq nwpb annaoa ni aoioi afdii^i^ar

Sugar BoUNti^s Conference.—"The Baron de Worms is still upon the Continent. Some doubts are 
still expressed as to the possible abtiori of France ahd Belgium, but riothihg is known of any difficulty that 
would prev^ht the sigriattU^bf the Convention at the time originally fixed, 'Diz.: August 16th next. 
Sir Lmes Fergusson’Stated iri the H®e 'of Commons,'on July I2fh, that the Russian Ambassador in 

London had arinbuhced, officially;' that his Government adhered to the draft of the Convention for the 
abolition of Sugar Bounties. ■ With regard’to the position'a^ regards France, the following extract from the 

Times, of 17th July; will- be’ interesting/ '‘‘IF the Senate' the discussion of the Bill on the regulations ' 
relating to Sugar Was opened, urgency havingAeeri deflated' M. Fouchdr de Careilsaid that, step by step; 
attempts'Were made to1 destrb^Ihe 1884, which wksWo useful tri agriculture and to the Sugar 

manufacturers. That law had hot yet pfbduddd the full measUrt? of its useful effects. Why should it be 
modified during an agricultural cridi^? ' In 1884 it had Secured'safety' fob the Sugar industry on the orie 
hand, and for the agricGltbte' W 20 ddp^ Other: He complained of the instability Which the

changes in that law had introduced, arid which was'injurious to agriculture arid industry, and cbnsequefifly, 
to the revenue; He Expressed sbriie alarm AS'to the cohsedue^es1 of the Lbnddn' Conference Ori Sugar. 
Francehad'beeh is®tedf thebe.1 It was, therefore,tbAAtefRe present Bill; which was an approach’ 
tothesUppy^^W^ rBoUi1&ieI)Wepd^d(fT6isFytye'^bri&^ fAftfe iorrib' ifddthbF dfedbsi^ M/Pcytr’al,1 
Mihktefr 'Of1 TaWAt Bden'pf-ai^a^aAd ht h&Jb'bdn^bhv^'^
had nOt^suffered. That Wfeirub; -bht' the taxpayers ha^, Who Fail paid the HoiiffHes1 which wAtB'rdc'ei^ed 
by; the Sugar1 :maduf^fi#ei4. ’ r/The law hl r88Jnot1 attacked;iin rtTeSseri'Ce; but its fbeTd&Wwfcre 

corrected. It imposed on the Treasury and on the taxpayers charges' Which1 fro J3nbf bbtiid have’fobeSbeh.” 
The following isr an, extract from the Times.of 18th July;—“ In .the Senate the debate on the Sugar 
T^.arfj io fioafia LloinonP ofilva aj A smi r >A—.3 >zaa33zo3 gaiTXuoH haduc 6
Bill was continued. In discussing the clauses M. Paris proposed an amendment with a view of deferring for 

noiJBU • -r fiJ To Tum/Ef Hl , . , _ ■■ ”
a year the changes proposed m the law of 1884. so that those .engaged in the Sugar Industry and in 

vj <i rfoirfv/JSril=—ndiifioamoa toinioi ^uoixorioo aiqm arii aLnoji^fWonjLvIm^T’"-< niljaWmoiT^hiw 
agriculture might take steps tb meet the consequences.of the new legislation. . M. GrevillerReache was afraid 
4-u swupnq toafWPQ? Lovorqqs vabowauL .aapnnqd sJWB lur Jirni jLr.il lkIH yd baijubnoo ,;mu
the London Conference would have an injurious.influence on .thebrench Sugar Industry, and thought it 

jdj wd jilwq bur, -/sws daJrt oi gKuiJw/ ipirJtni he balwio qH? ajinw io! LeldLnuLbni rilod
would be prudent, before modifying their legislation, to await, the results pf that Conference. He supported 
A-ulo iqLovr orb rii^ion^ebEnj rigihiU im Ma^aMirni ahtrp h sbjsrn TjJirJariJ .fifisrimliHhzL ^fUGa fiOinriiKpi 
the amendment. M. lirard, tile reporter, .said that .last, year 92,900,000! had been raised, from the 
tax^Ayers, and'insteadJj^teiSgHfRit'into*thc^cofefs ^ put into those of the Suglr
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Manufacturers. This year the sum taken from the State would be 7o,ooo,ooof. The result was to make the 
price of a kilogramme of French Sugar if. in France, and 30c. in England. This was a state of things 
which could not be justified, and the treasury could not continue to make these sacrifices. If the moderate 
proposal of the Government was not accepted, the whole question would come up, and the Sugar Manufacturers 
might be serious losers. M. Peytral, Minister of Finance, said that the Government opposed the 
amendment. On a vote it was rejected by 169 against m. The clauses and the Bill in its entirety were 
adopted.”

The following is a Berlin telegram in The Times of 23rd July :—“ Now that Germany has formally 
given her adhesion to the terms of the Draft Convention respecting the Sugar Bounties, the probable 
attitude of the other Powers concerned in this question becomes a matter of anxioqs and immediate interest. 
In official circles here it is thought certain that the joint action of Germany, Holland and Spain, the three 
countries exporting the largest proportion of the Sugar entering the United Kingdom, must prove of, * 
irresistible force in bearing down possible opposition. The proceedings at the last Conference have not yet 
been made public, but here it is no secret that the German Government has not in any way altered its 
views, expressed by the German delegates at the first meeting of the Conference, condemnatory of the 
proposals of Belgium to substitute in her own case, for a total abolition of the Bounties, a so-called system 
of ‘equivalents’—that is, to lower her duty on Sugar and raise the standard of the legal yield of the 
saccharine matter from the beet. It is equally well known that France would reject such a compromise,, 1 
which Holland has already absolutely declined. Were Belgium to refuse to give way upon this point, her;. 
position would be one of dangerous isolation ; for more than four-fifths of her total production of Sugar is k 
exported, and of this quantity the largest proportion finds its way into the English market. In France the 
problem in its present state has certain points of peculiarity. There the Bounties have steadily increased 3 
as a burden on the taxpayer, from 73,ooo,ooof. per annum three years ago, to the very large sum of 
92,ooo,ooof., which they will reach next year. However,: the reason why there are still difficulties in the.» 
way of abolishing the Sugar Bounties in France is to be found, not in any doubt, on the part of the Finance ( I 

Minister, as to the economical expediency of such a course, but in the great influence exercised by the 
representatives of the Sugar Industry in the Senate, the Chamber and the Press. These are the views , 
entertained in Berlin on the subject of the Sugar Bounties Convention by those best qualified to express an 
opinion. Germany will now depute a plenipotentiary, the German Ambassador, to sign the Convention in J 
London, at ithe meeting next month. The treaty will be presented to the Reichstag for ratification at the ■ < 
commencement of next Session. Baron Henry de Worms left Berlin for Brussels this morning. In German < 
official circles great credit is given to the British Plenipotentiary for the tact with which he has conducted . - 
the difficult negotiations intrusted to him.”.

Sugar Bounties Conference.—Acknowledging a resolution passed by the Sheffield branch of the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers, in favour of the abolition of Sugar bounties, Baron H. de Worms 
writes from Berlin :—“ I hardly know which is the more obnoxious form of competition—that which is, or 
was, conducted by false trade marks or State bounties. Judged by approved commercial principles they are ? 
both indefensible, for while the former enabled an inferior workman to filch away and profit by the 

• • •reputation of the skilful artisan, the latter made it quite impossible for British traders not in the receipt of 
State subsidies to compete on natural and equitable terms with the foreign producers. Bounties must 

ospuc, on ; to tRorn ojni Ino nood bun I ‘.Til <vjnoo on J ojni jin"! stiiog bBojem one , cloy
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therefore be placed in the same category as spurious trade-marks. They, are both illegitimate, unfair and 

unjust ; and it is to me surprising'that the British workmen, whose interests are mainly concerned, should 
have so long tolerated either species of improper dealing. I only hope our present efforts may secure to the 
Sugar operatives as effective redress for their undoubted grievances as was obtained for mechanics and others 
when the Merchandise Marks Act became law. It is of the essence of our national existence to welcome 
competition from whatever source, provided it be fair and honest, but when it is otherwise we are bound to 
recognise our obligations to the industrial classes, to defend them against systems which, like bounties,, are 
antagonistic to free trade, and which deprive them of the fruits of their labour, and indeed, of the labour 
itself.” Mr. Mundella replying to the resolution, reminds the Society that the Merchandise Marks Act 
does not prohibit importation unless the goods prohibited are falsely or improperly marked.

( Houin jlniiv ion Diu e <e to HOfjEiuCjO(| e wu juv

New Bounties and Drawbacks in Germany.—The West India Committee sent the following 
notification to the English Press. An official notification has recently been issued in Germany, 
to the effect that, in consequence of representations having been made to the Government by the 
manufacturers of goods .containing sugar and cocoa, that if a drawback were given of the duty paid upon the 
sugar and cocoa used, the export trade might be largely increased, the Bundesrath has empowered the First 
Land Finance Bureau, conditionally, under the necessary regulations for official control, to grant a drawback 
upon the exportations of such goods corresponding to the tax paid upon the sugar and cocoa used. Upon the 
above statement the following conversation ensued in the House of Commons.—Mr. Bolton (July 23rd) asked the 
First Lord of the Treasury whether it was true, as stated ip the Times newspaper, that the German Government 
had determined to grant a drawback upon the exportation of manufactured goods containing sugar and cocoa 
corresponding to the tax paid upon the sugar and cocoa used ; and, if so, whether the importation of such 
goods into the United Kingdom would be prohibited under the provisions of the recently concluded 
convention or treaty respecting bounty-fed sugar? Mr. W. H. Smith.—“I have reason to believe that the 
statement that the Hon. Member quotes is accurate, but I have repeatedly informed the House that the 
convention for the suppression of sugar bounties has not yet been concluded, but is still under consideration 
of the Governments concerned, and I am not, therefore, in a position to onter into details with respect to its 
provisions, nor to say whether a particular course is or is not at variance with them.”

West Indian Constitutions.—The following is reproduced, without expressing any opinion on the 
subject :—“ Sir T. Esmonde (July 17th) asked the .Secretary for the Colonies whether any representations had 
been made by the inhabitants of the West India Islands with reference to a reform of the system of government 
obtaining in those Colonies ; and, if so, whether the Government intended taking any steps to meet their 
wishes.”—Sir J. Gorst—” Her Majesty’s Government is considering the request of some of the inhabitants of 
Trinidad for a modification of the Constitution of that Island, and it is possible that some limited changes may 
be agreed to. Some of. the inhabitants of other islands have also expressed a desire to have representative 
government, but have been informed that Her Majesty’s Government does not think it desirable to change 
the Constitutions of these islands. The education and political knowledge of the bulk of the population in 
the West India Islands are not yet sufficiently advauced to enable them to exercise the franchise beneficially 
to their interests.”



British Guiana.—A representative meeting of British Guiana PropriqtP.rs was held at Billiter House 
on 12th July. The question for discussion was connected, with the Excise arrangements, as to the quantity 
of Rum producedin the Colony. Mr. W. S. Turner, was present by invitation, in an unofficial capacity.^ 
He referred to the tables in his report, 1886, pp. 6-7, showing comparison between different colonies as to 
consumption of Rum, leading to the belief that the consumption in British Guiana being so low, a quantity 
must be consumed without paying duty,, to the loss of the Revenue. He attributed this, to the present, 
faulty system of ascertaining the quantity made and the unreliability of the Returns from distilleries. H# 
wished to have more accurate returns by means which would not hamper the distilleries unduly with 
Government interference, which he did not desire to increase. In the course of the discussion a calculation; 
was made that apparently half a gallon per head was less drank in British .Guiana than in,other Colonies^ j 
(It was pointed Put that there was a large population of Coolies who, as a rule, did not drink much spirits.) 
But supposing this half gallon to be really drank without duty, it meant a loss to the Revenue of about 
^"40,000. It was admitted by the meeting that Rum statistics were unreliable, and that it would be a great 
advantage to Estates if they could be made more correct. It was generally agreed that the principle of 
making such changes as would bring about this result was worthy of acceptance, but in regard' to the 
detailed regulations proposed by Mr. Turner, the proprietors would take time to consider them and 

- communicate further with him. Mr. Turner said vats should be accurately gauged, the result being 
checked by the Commissary, or a system of weighing should be adopted. Managers should be able to 
ascertain correctly the quantity of Rum made. (Discussion on best means of gauging.) Managers should 
know what spirits ought to be in distillery when Commissary visits it. The result of the meeting was that, 
the principle of enabling Managers to know what they are making, under correction by the Commissary,. 
was approved; detailed regulations to be considered later. Mr. Turner called attention to Piemen’s 

Alcoholometer, which registers both bulk and proof gallons. (Cost, about ^60.) He had examined it at 
Hammersmith Distillery, and had returns made up showing how it agreed with Inland Revenue results.

ncuod e
Jamaica Immigration.—The Jamaica Members of the Committee had the honour of an informal and 

unofficial interview at Billiter House with Governor Sir Henry Norman, on July 26th, on the subject of the Labour 
Supply for the Sugar Estates of Jamaica. A letter has been addressed to. the Secretary of State; His > 5 

Excellency, the Governor, is not responsible in any way for the acceptation of the statements made in the 
letter, but it is understood that the matter will be considered at an early meeting of the Legislative Council. 
The following is the copy of the letter addressed to the Secretary of State. This letter is for the confidential 
information of the proprietors' concerned. “I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Wingfield’s . 
letter of the 18th July enclosing, for the information of the West India Committee, copy of a letter addressed , 
to your Lordship, by Sir Henry Norman, containing observations on the letter from the West India 
Committee to-your Lordship, of the 22nd Jund, on the subject of Coolie Immigration into Jamaica.—(2). I 
have to express the thanks of the Committee for the copy of His Excellency s letter, and to assure you that, 
the views therein expressed : have received the most 'Serious consideration. We are aware that the.. I 

policy of the Jamaica Government and Legislature has been to suspend Coolie Immigration, and 
to reduce the establishment, but we would respectfully submit that this would not be
inconsistent with an occasional introduction iof a few hundreds of immigrants whose services might be 
required in a particular district of the Island, and might, fifdeed, be essential to keep the Sugar Estates ot that 

district in cultivation.—(3). Sir Henry Norman has been good enough to allow us to consult with him,



during his present visit to England, and we believe that His Excellency would not object to lay the matter 
before the Council, should fresh legislation be required.•—‘(4). Although the establishment in Jamaica is in 
course of reduction we do not gather that the introduction of 500 people during the present season would 
necessitate. any considerable enlargement of that estabhsfoihent, or increase of its cost, as the machinery for 
the inspection and protection of the Coolies already in theJsland must presumably be maintained for some 
time to come, and the proposed small addition to the number of Coolies could hardly make much difference 
in this respect; The decision upon this point, however, rests with the Jamaica Government. We would 
only premise that the charges should not be increased to an extent that would be prohibitory.—(5). This 
proposal isfbf course made with no intention of causing any interference with the reduction (with a view to 
the eventual abolition) of the Export duties. We understand that there would be no objection bn the part 
of the Jamaica Government to the cost of introduction (with the proportion for back passage) being repaid in 
the usual way by indenture fees spread over five years, at probably a less rate of interest than at present.— 
(6), We notice that the rate of passage money, per 'statute adult, in the two ships of 1878 was 
^12 10s. od., or equal to the passage money for each individual immigrant ijs.’2d. The Indian 
expenses and Surgeons superintendents’ fees were $s. od-Y the5 amount to be invested on arrival to provide 
back passage was ^2 18s. od., showing a total cost to employer (irrespective of interest) of is. 2d.— 
(7)/But the ordinance-of 1879 settled the cost to the employer (covering the above items, but excepting 
official salaries) at ^15. According to the Immigration Fund Account of British Guiana for 1887,

Tlie average rate of passage-money per statute adult was ... ... ... ... ^9 ^10
Charges in connection with recruiting ... ... ... ... ... ... 260
Charges in connection with voyagd ... ... ... ... ... ... 0126

______

Making a sum of ... ... ... ... ... ... 12 4 4
If the above 'calculation is correct as an indication of the expenses of the proposed Jamaica 
Immigration, there may be added, say, a Capitation fee for the agent (the British Guiana Agent— 
supposing the Jamaica Agent not to be available, will probably close his shipments by the end of 
the year, and could send a ship to Jamaica before the close of the season in February or March, 
1889).

Capitation fee ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 100
The'investment for back passage should not be estimated at more than ... ... 1 10 o

_______
Showing the cost to employer ... ... ... ... 14 14 4

(8). With regard,to.the bounty payable under Sec. 15.of Law l^ of-1879, we have always considered this to 
be unnecessary to the extent at which it has been carried, and might be modified ; but if the Government 
decide to continue the same or grant a less 'amount tb new immigrants at the? expiration Of their term of 
residence, the amount- would-be paid as heretofore by the genetal; revenue, for the reasons (which heed hot 
be here stated) which govern the colonization of immigrants as beneficial to the revenue, and for the good 
of the>Tsland generally. We notice that.no further expense iHll be incurred for* some time to1 cOirne under 
this«head on account of '61d‘immigrants? all the claims being how exhausted, and any new immigrants now 

introduced wouhlmot-heebie to claim the payment of this back pas^ge money for'ten yhKfs.—(^). The employer 
shouldJqontinud-'to have'the bptidn of p'ayiiig thetotal bo^tf^t the' time 6f the alldtirieht of the immigrants

that.no


to his estate ; or if he elects to have the cost spread over 5 years, we would suggest that the interest charge
able on planters’ notes should be reduced to the lowest amount at which the Government could borrow the 
money, which would probably be not more than 3 or 4 per cent.—(10). We notice that there will be an estimated 
surplus on the 30th September, 1888, of Immigration Revenue over Expenditure, amounting to ^12,218 is. 7d. 
(see page 163, Estimates for 188,8). In connection with this, we have to point out that while the sum of 
^15 was made payable by the employer under Section 8 of Law No. 18, 1879, for a particular year, the 
principle was recognized that any balance arising year by year in consequence of the financial operations 
then, settled, should be applied to diminish the charges payable by the employers of new immigrants. 
As the above balance at the credit of the Immigration Fund on September 30th next is clearly the result of 
the financial working of the immigration system, we may assume that a portion of it could be used to defray 
any extra expense of the establishment in the colony caused by the introduction of 500 new immigrants, and 
also in reduction of the direct charge payable by employers. The account does not appear to show any 
charges against this surplus.—(11). We might also infer that the balance of the sums invested for back 
passage, paid by the employers of immigrants in past years, now amounting to ^12,213 13s. 6d., is in excess 
of what would be actually required. We think that if this is the case, part of the money might be employed 
in reducing any amounts still payable by existing employers of indentured immigrants, and in reducing still 
further the sum to be invested for back passage by the employers of new immigrants.—(12). In humbly 
submitting this matter to your lordship, the West India Committee are acting upon the wishes of the 
owners of estates in a particular district of Jamaica, where labour has become very scarce. We have at 
present no means of knowing what number would be actually applied for in the colony, but we trust your 
Lordship would approve of the head of the Immigration Department issuing a circular, or a notification in 
the Gazette, stating the cost to employers as estimated by the Government, hours of labour, rates of wages, 
house accommodation, and other points necessary for the guidance of the applicant for immigrants, and 
inviting applications on ‘the basis of that estimate. In any case, it will thus be ascertained what demand 
exists for Coolie labour, and if that demand is sufficient, supposing a reasonable cost, we trust that 
arrangements will be approved by which the introduction of 500 Coolie immigrants from India will be 
effected during the present season.”

United States.—There are two Tariff Amendment Bills now before the Legislature of the United 
States. The Mills’ Bill has passed the House, of Representatives, and the Senate are engaged upon another 
Bill presented by the Republican party. It is hardly likely that the question will be settled until after the 
Presidential campaign.

British Guiana.—Blue Book for 1887 has been received, and is open to the inspection of Members.

Weather Telegrams.—Barbadoes: 24th July, weather wet. Demerara: 12th July, weather 
showery and favourable to cultivation ; 25th July, weather showery and favourable to cultivation.

: oHi iol- b'rin swnbvo-t orH of IwffiArxi a ins rm mi Io noilEsinoloo drif imvog doidw. ad
Beet Prospects.—The weather in France is very wet, exceptionally cold for the season, and there is 

no sunshine. Each day the injury to the Beet Root becomes aggravated. Some of the earlier sowings may 
produce a satisfactory crop, but the later sowings have shown such tardy development, and the Root is so 
small, that, unless the weather changes entirely, and the end of the season does not present any exceptional



atmospheric aspects, the crop generally in France must be seriously affected. In Germany, the weather has 
been more seasonable, and the Beet Root has made considerable progress. The complaints relative to the 
yellowing of the leaves, the smallness of the Roots, &c., do not appear to apply generally to the crop. In 
Austria-Hungary, July weather has been more like April. The improvement is hardly likely to be durable. 
Owing to excessive humidity the leaves have become yellow, and are more luxuriant in proportion to the size 
of the Root. In this country, again, better weather is regarded as essential. The Russian weather is 
reported to be on the whole favourable.

Beet Crops.— 1888-89. 1887-88. 1886-87.
Germany .............. 990,000 937,5 00 1,018,842
Austria 575,000 412,500 523,060
France 445,000 405,000 486,443
Russia 450,000 430,000 479,582
Belgium 160,000 135,000 132,570
Holland 43,000 36,000 32,263
Other Countries ... ... 62,000 56,050 56,050

Tons ... 2,725,000 2,412,050 2,728,810

General Stocks.—(Licht) The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were in July (including floating 
cargoes), 655,140 tons, against 641,506 tons in 1887. In United States, 171,000 against 240,024. Havana 
72,136 against 94,216. Total stocks, 898,276 against 975,746.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings : 30 weeks, 589,930 tons, against 523,393 same period 1887 ; 
increase 66,537. Deliveries : 499,272, against 494,198 ; increase 5,074. Stocks : 277,973, against 220,955 ; 
surplus 57,018. i

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary^®

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular, should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of one Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. 
Circular is supplied to present members free.
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Sugar Bounties Convention.—The conclusion of this Treaty has been regarded with satisfaction, 
notwithstanding the fact that it has not at present received the full signature of all the Powers. Its 
operation now depends upon the assent of the different Legislatures, the passing of the necessary laws, and 
final ratification in August (or earlier) of 1890. The following is the text of the Articles and accompanying 
Declaration and Protocol. After reciting the names of the Plenipotentiaries, the document states that after 
exchanging their full powers they have agreed upon the following Articles :—
uaoTrier jirorrEm ”>q orr 1 — . v£io j jnu<jTq oru rn JT£q nu>l“J gnivan. Jcur vo oij£ni nomU orb oj

Article I. . The high Contracting parties engage to take such measures as shall constitute an absolute 

and complete guarantee that no open or disguised bounty shall be granted on the manufacture or 
exportation of sugar.

Article II.—The high contracting parties engage : To levy the tax on the quantities of sugar intended 
for consumption without granting on exportation any drawback or repayment of duties, or any writing off 
which can give rise to any bounty? To this end, they engage to place in bond, under the permanent 
supervision both by day and by night of the Revenue authorities, sugar factories and factories which are also 
refineries, as well as factories for the extraction of sugar from molasses. For this purpose, factories shall be 
so constructed as to give eVery guarantee against'kny sijrre'ptitibus carrying away of sugar, and the skid 
kuthorifies ’ sHair have po\Ver t6l eiiteffall pArts of :the fadtbriesJ. Cdrffrblliiig Books shall be kdp't On bhe dr 

more of the processes of manufacture, and finished sugar shall be placed in special storehouses, giving all 
proper guarantees of security. As an exception to the principle mentioned in the first paragraph of this 
Article,'repayment or writing off may Be granted on the tax b’ri ku gab use! in the manufacture of chocolate 
arid’other produce intended to be exported, provided ho BbuHty is'produced thereby.

wjr E1® contract^ng parties engage to place sugar refineries under the same system as 
sugar factories. Each country may neverthclc^ keep a relining account, as a means of control, by the 
y>tcm of saccharimetry or any other supplementary control, in order to prevent a bounty on exportation.

lobio ni JfsrL towoI , dj Io eunotmuJ orh moil bobnl'jzu ud Hfifk
Article IV. Her Britannic Majesty s Government agree not to impose differential duties, on cane or 

bept sugar imported from countries, provinces beyond the seas, colonies or foreign possessions taking part in 
the Convention. As long as the Convention lasts, therefore, no higher duties shall be imposed on beet-rout 
-ugar than on cane sugar on importation into the United Kingdom or into the colonics and foreign
}■>(^sessions of the British Empire taking part in the Convention., It is agreed, moreover, that sugar
imported into the United Kingdom from the countries, provinces beyond the seas, colonics, and foreign
pjoge^ons taking part in the Convention shall not be subject to duties whjch shall not equally apply to

similar sugar of national origin or manufacture.
bomt-ji urn. ilrRrod fb to ^nivlovm m-jk -- £ 1 ■. n 1 16 .vnoloo . £*jr.
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Article V. The high contracting parties and their provinces beyond the seas, colonies, or foreign 
possessions which do not tax sugar, or which grant oh the exportation of raw sugar, refined sugar, molasses, 
or glucose, neither drawback, repayment, nor writing off of duties or quantities, are absolved from abiding 
by the provisions of Articles II. and III. so long as they maintain one of these systems. In case of any 
change they shall adopt the system established in Articles II. and III.

Russia, which1 ft 4oKe single rate on the whole amount manufactured, and which

grants pnzthe exportation of all kfpds;^ sqg^r ; a repayment not exceeding such rate, is put on the same 
footing as the Powers specified in the preceding paragraph, so long as its present system is maintained.

.8881 . ■ vA m Yn £
Article VI. The high contracting parties engage to establish a permanent International Commission 

charged with watching the execution of the provisions of the present Convention. This Commission shall 
be composed of delegates of the different Powers ; a permanent Bureau will be connected A\ ith it. The 
delegates shall be instructed (7?) To ascertain/ whether tlie laws, orders,' and regulations'respecting taxes on 

sugar arc in harmony with the principles laid down in the preceding Articles, and whether in practice any open 
or disguised bounty is granted on J£he yxpo^ sugar, molasses. or glucose. (£) To pronounce an

opinion on contested points (“ questions litigieuscs "/• U To con-idur ('“ d’instruirc ”) requests for admission 
to the Union made by States not having taken part in the present Convention.—The permanent Bureau 
shall collect, translate, arrange, and publish information of all kinds respecting legislation on and statistics 
□duloads us oluPJenoo Ilsrig as auTuasdm doua axsj 04 aoiJTsq gn . t dgm anl .1 
of sugar, not in contracting countries only, but in ah other countries as well. In order to insure the 
to jTi. £ ;m oriJ no b^ns-ra. ad lusna .vlnuoa boapjgaTb io nuqo on Isnl aaJnsTsyp nJoiamoo baiUi 
execution of the preceding provisions, the high contracting parties shall transmit through the diplomatic 
channel, to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, which shall forward them to the Commission, the laws, 
orders, and regulations on the taxation of sugar which are or may be in force in their respective countries, 
as well,, as statistical; information relative to .the .object of the .present Convention. Each; of the high, 
contracting p^rtieSj niaybe represented on the. Commissionby,a delegate, or by a delegate and an. assistant 
delegate. The first meeting of the permanent Commission shall be held ip Lpndqn, after theyomingjntp forye 
of the present Convention. The Commission shall be charged with controlling and examining only. It 
shall draw up a report on, ah questions ; submitted to yt, and forw^d thy same to. Her Britapniq, Majesty’s ' 
Government, which shall communicate it to the ^g;iyer§: interested, apd, at the request of ayyrpnp of fhe high ; 

contracting Powers, shall convoke a Conference which shall take such decisions or measures as circum
stances demand. The expenses incur red pj^^^punt of the establishment and working of the permanent 
Bureau and of tJiQ Commi^iop—excepting tthe .^alarie^ or y^peps^ ,9^.the dqlega^,, who will be paid 
by their respective countries—shall be borpy ^y(^|l. the contracting countries, and shall be divided among 
them in a manner to be determined by the Commission.

5 pin T- hi d ogBgna daiiisq gniias £ I aid arlT. .Ill \ j
Article Vil. from the date of the preserft convention coming into force all raw sugar, refined 

uru yd JpVhoo Io *ir%m £ as JriDOOps gninntr r 099^ — Adri r/wj -/nm .wrmmo dosH, .aoi ; oj' Y 
sugar, molasses or glucose coming from any countries, provinces beyond the seas, colonies or foreign 

.noUfitjooxo no.ylnjjqds Jnavaiq pi tsbio nLdoiinoo .viKjnpmoIqqxie ladfo wifi io lormplji-/5
possessions maintaining the system of open or disguised bounties on the manufacture or exportation of sugar

>y open or

HJ I.- J 1 1VJ

levying thereon a 
.ngmot hns gain

shall be excluded from the territories of the high contracting parties. Any contracting Power shall, in order 
on£p no fmfub. IsilnaTomb oeoqmi ot Jori,p5TU£ tn O evtedr&M 9inn£lnH toH .Ml

to exclude from its territory raw sugar, refined sugar, molasses, or glucose that has benefitted by open or 
u tisq jaaiaBl erioieaaesqa nmoioi io dbmoloo ,a£a< ofy DnoYod ijom i rm -sail mpoo mqrtTaJToqmi arum rrxf 
disguised bounties, taketthe measures necessary therefor, either by prohibiting these articles altogether or by 
Joot-food-no baaoqmiad llcrP asiinb Todgirijop .PToiarpdl .stem noirnavnoO. odi as snoLaA. .noUnayno ; oril 
levying thereon a duty which must necessarily exceed the amount of the bounty, and which shall not be 
-nmoLof bns aainolqp adj ami io. motminX, bajmU adi oim nohsfToqxni nopfisip ansa ho nsdj -om 
levied on sugar not bounty-fed coming from the contracting countries. The high contracting parties shall
t£gue Jsdl ^TayoQTOHi .Ureas ai Ji _noiJnsvnou urn nt Tmq gnm’st ruqrnjr. rhHrdl pdf iq anoiaaaa^od 

concert as to the measures which the Commission may consider riecessary in order to obtain these results, 
n2p;roi bns .eamolooadj bnovad aaanivoiq .agrpnuoo. aril moil mobani^. baiinU LadJ oJni bojioarnj 
and to prevent bountv-ied sugar passing in transit through one of the contracting countries from enjoying 
any of the advantages of the Convention. The fact of the existence in any country, province beyond the 
seas, colony, or foreign possession of a system involving openJ or disguised' bounties on raw sugar, refined



sugar, molasses/1 or gluCOSe’Khali be established by the’’decision df the^hiajofiVy of the signatory Powers’ of the 
present Cdnvefntion. In the same manner the thihimuih ambUrff bfW'he bounties: in que^tibn shall be' 
determined. '/1 It i£ agreed that privileges1 under the mdk-'faVbUTed-nation clause ekisfibg in other treaties 
shall not' bee pleaded 1 with a view tbbVading-'the Cohseq'tfehc^ afihlieafibff of the sbcb’nd paragraph of 
the present article^ bven on the part of such sig’hatory S'tat'es as'diay hereafierA^ from the CbiWehtion’?

.8881 rfio£ orb piobnod J£ onuG •
Article VIII. States which have ppt.taken parfdpd^p present Convention may adhere to the same 

on their request, provided their laws and regulations in the matter of sugar are in agreement with the 
principles of‘the present Convention, anil haVC bedh previously mbmitted1' for theapproval df the high 
contractingi parties>iil the manner laid Article VI.

Article IX. The present Convention shall be put in force from September 1, 1891. It shall remain in 
force foiuten years from that day, and in cash no one of the high contracting partiesAhall have notified,"twelve 
months before the expiration Of the said period Of ten years', its intentibri of terminating the effects thereof, 
it will remain in force for another yeat/and so orf frbm year to year. Each of the high contracting parties 
may,■,ho,weverr by denouncing the Convention twelve months beforehand, put an end to it,'as regards such 
Power,, at the expiration of the second, foUrthj sixth, and eighth years of the said period of ten y^rS. In 
case one of the signatory Powefs> should denounce the Convention’, such deriurfeiation'Ahall affeCt that 
Power only ; but the other Powers are entitled, Until October 31 of the year in which denunciation takes 
place^tornol-ifyLtheij' interition'of retiring from August f of the following'year. Should more than one 
Power wish to retire, a Conference of the contracting Powers shall meet in London within three months to 
determine what steps should be taken.

iniM bnaypapjta^ -vyr-A uriT AauawvvywA uww. mwmyotAA

Article X. The provisions'of the present’ Convention shall be applied1 to ’the provinces beybnd the 
seas, colonies, and foreign possessions Of the high cohtractiAg parties. In case on’e of Such provinces beyond1 

the. seas, cblonies, and foreign possessions of the high contracting parties should wish to retire‘separately 
from the Convention^ a notification to that.effect will be made to the contracting Powers by the Government 
of ‘die 'mother country,'in the manner and with the consequences showndn Article IX.

no'O offj toAnoiaivoiq fnomritovoD Agm?l odT—: jnemrnovor) 1<

Article XI. The execution of the reciprocal ehga^ehferfts Contained in the'present'ConVentidn is, in 
so far. as necessary/' suHjhct to !the formalities1 'and1 rules CbtabHshbd by me Cbn^titlitiohs1 bf‘ each of the 
contracting countries. The present Convention shall be ratified,' add the ratifi^atibHs exchaiiged m London, 
on Atfgti'st‘1, 1890, of Sooner if possible. In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed
the present Conyg^pg and have attached their seal^^er^p. 

Done at Loudon, August 30^8^^

(Signed)
. .. . Stow. .

Henry de Worms. Solvyns.
\’o.\ Hatzi-eldt. Guillaume.
Jaehnigen. Du Jardin.

), i>dT—: munnriuvoO <i rl lp{ umsn uni ft 
i apooI ..teiJSijA. rllo; tin! to noijnsyops.

C. dee Mazo. T. Catalani.
Anto. Batanero. W, Givers.
Duruy de Lome. Pistorius.
C. ROBILANT. BoyTENEFF.

.zotozkktaV/ (Longi8) G. Kamensky.

. $pclaraAic)u{{i^ t&Afye Gotwentian Aii^u^t^a^ 1888;. The Plenipotentiaries1 assembled to sign 
the Gopyeptipn fpf the spppres^jon of fexport bounties" on sugar have agreed to the following declaration : 
^jght.ggopt;p;ya^]qthq sign^tme.jfrfr Che; Convention!, to which the present declaration is: annexed; there 
shall meet a Special Commission, at which all the States interested may be represented, with instructions to 
examine the existing laws ofrb drafts) of laws for bringing the Convention into force. The Commission in 
question Mhall makelAo the British Government, which shall communicate it to the other Governments
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iqtprested, a repprt, showing i,n y;hat particulars existing; or intended legislation intone. or. other, .of the 
contracting countries shall, if necessary, pe, changed in order to bring it into harmony with;the-stipulations 
of the present Convention. Two months at least before the Special Commission meets the laws put in by 
the . different Powers, as sqppres^ipg all bounties, shall be communicated to: the various: signatory 
Governments. In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Declaration.

Done at London, the 30th August 1888.
' / Same signatures as above

orb rbiv/' ifrjfriuvjn rii 07 n to iortam orb ni <noiJahjg'; bna <wj$I liudj b^v<Dq
Protocol annexed to the Convention of August 30, 1888. The Plenipotentiaries of the Powers .which 

have signed the Convention of the 30th of August, v$S8, or which have taken part in the Conference/ have 
taken act of the following declarations :—
ni niamoi Ilaria 11 .1081 ; 1 - moil ooiol ni luq od lUria nobnovnoO fns^q

Declaration of Austria-Hungary. Austria-Hungary, which has always held that a Conven
tion for the suppression of bounties on the exportation of., sugar ought to include all countries of 
importance as producers pr consumers of sugar, gives, although this condition is not yet fulfilled, her 
adhesion to the present Convention, so as not to compromise the understanding to be arrived at. But, having 
regard to the effect which may be caused by the abstention of one or more European countries of importance?,; 
as producers or consumers of sugar, she can give her signature only with the condition that the adhesion of 
these countries, shall be secured at the moment of the Convention coming into operation, and she reserves* in 
default of this, adhesion, the right to. examine and decide whether she is or is not able.to put the Convention 
into execution at the time indicated in Article IX. (Signed) Kuefstein.

jrjziLJ A blpoih. aqvJc L 7 -juiffnojob
Declaration of the Brazilian Government. The Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 

of. Brazil ip London makes, the following declaration in the name of his Government:—-The Government of 
Brazil adheres in principle to the Convention, while reserving the right to adhere formally thereto after its 
final adoption by thc signatory Powers. (Signed) Penedo.

Declaration of the Danish Government. The Danish Plenipotentiary makes the following declaration 
in the name of his Government :—The King’s Government adheres to all the provisions of the Convention, 
as finally adopted,on thef28th of Augiist, 1,888, with the,exception,of Article VII., the t<4rms!of which would 
not be in agreement with the obligations undertaken in our existing treaties The King’s Government 
reserves the right to adhere thereto later, under Article VIII.

(Signed) Barner.

Declaration of the French Government. The French Plenipotentiary makes the following declaration 
in the name of his Government :—The Government of the French Republic adheres in principle to the 

Convention of the 30th August, 1888, respecting the suppression of bounties, and reserves the right 
of adheting to it definitively dir accordance with the Artibld VIII., after the adhesidn of all the countries 
producing raw or refined sugar/ and after communication to it of laws by which it is intended to afford 
complete and absolute security 'against{the granting of any open or disguised bounty bn the manufacture or 

export of sugar.
. 1 (Signed) Waddington.

Declaration of the Swedish Government. r The British Plenipotentiaries are authorized to make the 
following declaration :—The Swedish Government, whilst reserving the right to adhere to the Contention 
later* does not think it right at this moment to depart from the* attitude of deserve which it has dbsiitvcd 
litherto.

, (Signed) Salisbury.
hi-jiinn.//- D ; ■J ■ ■ tT’ o’ jnArj• s 1 moj > iLirl u .r . He$jrv fIe Worms.



Declaration of the Egyptian Government. The British Plenipotentiaries declare further that the 
Egyptian Government has expressed the intention of adhering to the Convention.

(Signed) SalisRIiry. •
Henry de Worms.

* {Done at London, the yoth August, 1888.)

Ynnuauim esv Salisbury. ■ SoLVYNS. Anto. Bantanero. W. Gevers.
sieoIiS ni abo< Henry de Worms. Guillaume. Dupuy de Lome. Pistorius.
bii£ rbwoig • Von Hatzfeldt. Du Jardin. Waddington. Bouteneff.
b Jud (yn£rm . Jaehnigen. Penedo. C. RoIiilant. G. Kamensky.
lo goonsusaqq. Kuefstein.- C. del Mazo. T. Catalani.

Sugar Convention.—The actual signatures were those of Great Britain, Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Belgium, Spain, Italy, The Netherlands and Russia. The position, of some of these powers, and also that of 
France will be observed from the various delarations in the Protocol. When it became known that France 
was likely to remain outside, the West India Committeej conjointly with the Anti-Bount;y Association, 
addressed an urgent aud strongly worded letter to Lord Salisbury, praying him to proceed to sign the 
Contention with the other Powers, notwithstanding the attitude of France. The Committee have much 
satisfaction in knowing that this communication had the desired effect.

The Value of the Convention.—This is shown in the following extract : “A meeting df the 
British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association was held at Billiter House on August 31. Mr. N. Lubbock, 
chairman of the Association, presided, and there were present gentlemen representing the sugar industry in 
Grekt Britain, Au»traha, the West Indies', and other parts of the Empire. After careful consideration of the 
Convention just signed, the following resolutions were passed r (1) That this Association representing ■ all 
branches of the British home and colonial sugar industry, desires most respectfully to record its grateful 
appreciation of the immense service rendered by Her MajeSt’s Government td’ the cause of free trade in 
procuring an international agreement for the cessation of bounties on sugar- and this association's 
convinced that the Sugar Convention of 1888, by freeing British markets from a dependence On bdunty- 
aided products, and once more permitting the free access of.sugar from;all countries upon pqyaj conditions, 
must prove a benefit to consumers and producers alike, and. that the 7th article of the Treaty,, providing an 
effective and equitable' international security against the continuance or revival of the bounty system 
(without which the assent of the foreign Powers would have been impossible), can have no other effect than, by 
prohibiting bounties, to.^qcure the fullest supplies of sugar from all parts of the world. (2) This Association 
however, regrets that there should be a delay of three years in carrying out the terms of the Convention, and 
ventures to thiqk that it; would be greatly to the interest of all the contracting Powers to adopt an earlier date. 
(3) This; a^sopi^tion, d^ires to express its high appreciation of the energy^ skill and tact shown byBa^Qn 
Henry de Worms and the other British delegates, and desires to convey its warpj thanks, to them fof the 
great service they have rendered to this country and the Empire at large. (4) That a copy of these 
resolutions be forwarded to Lord Salisbury and Baron Henry de Worms.”

The St. Croix Sugar Factory.—At the request of the West India Committee the Foreign Office, 
through the British Ambassador at Copenhagen, obtained from the Danish Government some valuable papers 
as to the process, cost of production and other particulars regarding the manufacture of Sugar in St. Croix. 
These papers were submitted to Mr. William Gillespie, at whose suggestion the request was originally made, 
and who has drawn up Statistical Tables and memoranda founded upon the papers. There is no space in this 
circular to print any of these results but they will appear as soon as possible. In the meantime they can be 
seen at the office of the Committee.
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. A Hygienic Commission has ipeen n^i$at^^ou^^ up a^p^r^for the Afipister of
Commerce in France. Its conclusions a^e that Saqcharipc is not, a f(^d ppt^^pd ^bs^itute
for Sugar. In certain case^its effect is to trouble profoundly the digestive functions and promote dyspepsia, 
andr,t^ -pommi^ipn think that Saccharine and its diverse preparations should be excluded as food. The 
French Government is expected to take measures inaccordance with .theses recommendations.

BeET pROSPECTS.-AThe weather for the month ending: August 18th, .in Germany, was unusually 
cool and wet. In the. inuridated districts of EasternoGermany beets were .‘thinned outl Floods in Silesia 
and Prussia destroyed more or less, large quantities.>of field crops. Complaints Idf irregular growth and 
insects del not exceed the usual ainotmt. Austrian weather has been similar to: that in Germany, but a 
considerably better crop than lastybanis expected. . From Franbe since warm, weather usdt in appearances of 
crop are more satisfactory. Latest accounts from France, however, report unfavourable weather owing to 
absence of warmth. Leaves arc largely developed. Latest report date
announces weather again cold and wet. and the effect on the beet-root is feared. In Germany also at the 
present time weather is cold and wet. The lateness of season will combine with other causes to render 
Stdtks of Sugar vefy lbW at Llafepperidd, with it isdkpi^t^d a dorrb^oncHt1!^ strength of^ricek?
orb qgia oJ boaaoiq of mid gniysiq hmd oj 7 . 9: : ue Jaagiq he baeearbhs

,B«eet CkOPS^The figures gi7en in last Circular reinain the samepexedpt that for 18:87-8, Ma*. Licht 
estimates (August 18) 2,407,050 tons, against 2,412,050 giden in his July reporter a reduction of crop now 
q^p.sipg of j^ppo tons. The crop foy 1888-9jis,sjtij|,.pstimated.at 2,7^5,000 tpps.' .

f>luodduJ .K .tM vi£ jguguA. no osnoH TuirfliS ns blerfesw nobaioosaA ylnjjaS*iJnA fainoIoO bur rfabiiH
General Stocks.—(Licht ) The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were in August (including floating- 

cargoes), 534,432 tons, against 526,332 tons in 1887. In United States, 149,000 against 221,724. Havana 
52,832 against 74,168. Total stocks, 736,264 against 822,224. mb .L^.r^U isut noBhov

IuIoJets aii bioopi of yilutioaqaei Isom eaiieab ^laubni T£;ma Ifiinoloo firns-umorf rbijidl urfj lo sorfonE-id 
..Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landing^.: 34 we<?ksrJ)50,46§( tops, a^ s^pie period 18873

increase 73,449- Deliveries : 582,740,^11$ 567,429 I increase 15,311. Stocks : 254,741, .against 201,048 ;
^t^^noboaqs^ £ mod mud-mm debhS guiood yd ,888i lo n< bnoynoD TEguB mb jeHj boonivnoo

Weather Tei.ecrams.—Barbadocs: 8th August, seasonable weather; 28th August, fine rains 
generally. Demerara: nth August, weather changeable, heavy showers ; 31st August, weather favourable 
iof‘ciiiti^atibh^ lavivei to oonEunixncp sht JgniagE ymnooe lEflOilsmoJni oldEjwpu bn£ oviJoolta 
yd(n£fb iotiRo indio on ovarf ueo Joldbeoqmi nood uvsrl bluovj ft erf J lo Jno?^E odd doidvz Juorbiw)
nniunoo^A aidT (t) .bhow erf) lo eJisq He mod Taguelo aoitqqua El '0HL80FF,
bffE (HoimovribD odilo armoi orb Ido gfiiynao hi a-rsoy barrBio yElob e ad binode oTorb JarfJ amyor fTovav/orf

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular, should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
^Subscription's df Ohe Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to; cifciilar for a year, and'other papers. 
^frchlar^^dpj^idd^^pteSHff'taeihbth^^ bns rfaHiiS fibrfjd iarff birs amioVZ oh v*inoE&

oeorfj lo yqoo e IeHT (4) .ugiEl if oiiqrnH udl bus yTlmibo airfl dl boTobnui ovErf yorfj ooiwiea lEbig 
’’.anrroVZ ob ymuH iioteO bus yiudailkB InoJ of bob-isv/iol ud anobnloaei

fOoiftO ngioioH orb ooBirnmoO sibnl JaoW orb lo leoupoi tub J A—.yhotoaH maouB xiohD .tB hhT 
aioqsq oRIeuIev umor. mumino /oO rfaiiiECI uib mod bu^LEtdo pioyErfnqqoD Je T^bEaafidmA rfabhll oib rfguoirb j 

.xioiQ, .1B ni lEguB lo uiuJjElijfiEm oib gaibiEgTi a iEluoiliEq Turbo bnfi nobuubo fq lo jaoo ( auuoiq uib oi as 
fobsm ylUnigho a£Vf Jroupui uib noiteuggua uaoxlvz Je piqaollix).nrsilliW /iM ol boBimdua muv/ aioqEq uaudT j 
airb ni oosqa on ai ovuIT .<Tuq£q uib noqu bubnuol EbnsTonruni bfi£ auldfiT lEubabfijB qu nwfiib - fill orfw bnfi 
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West India Committee.—The

Un In ouFez sir bi Yfevbsbji tNieht aril ni sorrqAam^ orfJ js'Ifos liivz '^Wrrorffo ro" fidl-ylnuod 
moff fEgria gniynd rndii boinsvoiq ad nobnsvnoO srB isbnu yfdiaadq yEm bw J^dj vjrr^T asmoirfT ilS

hhrfj bolihU sHT bofinU adj
^ufqTu^ voe Ovh'd oiryfeMil Jon she vorfi taL c pool odo/oos.r 

West India COxMmittee,e &r ytrjTiEtfp orfj sobb aria n mu ,■ . -o <m io vehi irjwyHc
Billitkr House, BieliTeR Street, London, E.C.,

1st October, 1888.
anbn aviaim a# XThrtinOvI moit bnrfvr jiEm? yfbvumEhrfrod ots EtpeirA 
inOvnoO odj ^f noFsadb^ w’Hi bt ^E fduob £'6d ylhrsd nEdoibrfj ;Hsei3 
hU .abhluo dMidi ^rovzoq aeadjli ndvb mil m; arm .9 c=Ie few opns-iH 
fortnightly Meetings of the .General Purposes. Committee will be 

resumed at an early datp. The most important business to be considered relates to the proceedings necessary 
to be, taken to prevent the retail sale of a certain kind of Sugar as.“Deiperara," “ Trinidad ” or .“West 
India Crystals." shlanA bns oon-mT iol an brin • mo juda ad < ' H

arfj IeHj >bw -i jfiinlqfnoa e Tadliu'5. aaijnwod ssiseomcma '■ ) v' iloa adt od oc r 7®< di ni ?n fBritish Guiana.-—An important Conference or Proprietors' cbnhected1 'with this Colony was held at 
this oFice oh September 27th. There were also present informally, The Hori. Charles BrUce, Lieutenant 
Governor and Governmerit Secretary, and Mr. Nicholas Cox. The Hori. A. H. Alexander was prevented by 
indisposition from Being present. The proceedings were private. It is understood that the Hon. Charles 
Bruce proceeds by this mail to administer the Government, Lord Gbrmaristdh being* ‘cbmpclldd to return to 

England on account of illhcalth.

Sugar Bounties.—LSince the last circular, the official ■ minutes of the international Conference have 
been issued. A cdjly can be seen at this office. The discussion in the public pfess has subsided fair the 
time, but preparation1 must soon be Imade for the expected debate in.the Autumn Session of Parliament. 
The moist important letthts in the'press are those of Sir Thbmas Farrer,.Air. Lubbock, and Mr. Martineau, 
the two latter in reply to the former. The correspondence has been* widely read. There is only Doom in 
this circular for Mr. Lubbock's letter which is as follows:—- . ow ladj ban,

To 'ihe Editor of the Times,—Sir,—-The letter in your columns 6f yesterday on the subject doL the Sugar 
Bounties Convch'tion froni Sir T: H. Fafrer will be read with the attention to which anything] coming from 
the pen of the late permaherit chief of the Board of Trade is maturally entitled. That the Convention should 
be as gall and wormwood to him will cause no sUrpise to those who have for years ,‘past watched the intense-r- 
I had almost said the acrimonious—zeal which he has displayed in preventing anything whatever being .done 
to bring about a cessation of bounties. Sir Thomas Farter says, “ Bounties, like, protective duties, are bad 
things, but this is not the way to get rid of them.” Perhaps he then would explain how he would get rid 
of them. The doctrine was preached many years ago that foreign Governments,-if left alone, would abolish 
bounties themselves: This has berin tested for 25 years, with the result that the policy of giving .bounties, so 
far from being abandoned, has been largely extended. Your correspondent taunts the Government with 
going cap in hand to foreign Powers, but this has been rendered necessary by the commercial policy of this 
country for the last half century. Would he have wished the Government to follow the example of Spain, 
who, when she wished fo reduce the duties, op her wines, did not pome to. us cap in hand, but iinposqd 30 
per cent, extra duty on English goods going into Spain? Although this measure was. successful, it 
was one which Sir Thomas Farrer would hardly wish to sec imitated by our Government. Your 
correspondent speaks more than once of cheap bounty-fed sugar in such a way as to lead any one who was 
excessively ignorant into the belief that b(.»unty-fed sugar is cheaper than non’bounty-fed sugar. I need 
hardly say that this .is not, and never can be, the casp, either with or without the Convention. Sugar, 
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bounty-fed or otherwise, will sell at the same price in the same market relatively to its value at all times.
Sir Thomas Farrer fears that we may possibly under the Convention be prevented from buying sugar from 
the United States and Sweden. The United States produce less than 200,000 tons, and consume more than 
1,200,000 tons, so that they are not Jikely to have any surplus sugar to send us for some time to come. 
Sweden may or may not export sugar, but if she does the quantity is so small that it finds no place in any 
published returns available to.those interested in the sugar industry. He also throws out some doubts 
respecting France, Austria, Brazil and Denmark. But the quantities of sugar we receive from France and 
Austria are comparatively small, while from Denmark we receive none at all. But as regards Austria and 
Brazil, there can hardly be a doubt as to their adhesion to the Convention, and I believe it will be found that 
France will also come in. But even if these powers remain outside, the total amount of sugar available for 
export from France and Austria is hardly one-twentieth of the world’s supply, and the effect of excluding their 
sugar would consequently be absolutely inappreciable upon the price. Moreover, it must be borne in blind that 
it is only sugar receiving a bounty that would be boycotted. Brazil does not give a bounty, so that her sugar 
would in no case be shut out; and as for France and Austria, these Powers are solemnly committed by their 
declaration^ in the protocol to the policy of suppressing bounties. Further, a complaint is made that the 
process of ascertaining whe.ther sugar is bounty-fed or not “is one of the most perplexing technical questions 
which financial neccessities have ever inflicted upon legislators—a question which all the cleverest experts of 
the ablest .Governments, have hitherto been unable to solve.” But this is a complete mistake. It is quite true 
that, some of the authorities pf the Board of Trade, while Sir T. Farrer was its chief, professed to find great 
dfficulty in ascertaining whether bounties were granted or not in certain countries, but no such difficulty has 
been found by foreign officials, and the countries giving bounties are perfectly well known not only to them, 
but to all concerned in the industry. I should be : sorry to think th^t the officials of; our own 
Board of Trade, under their late chief, were lacking in intelligence as compared with foreigp officials ; 
but if Sir T. Farrer, when alluding to “ the cleverest; experts of the ablest Governments,” meant 
to refer to his own department, there is, I fear, no other conclusion to be arrived at. Further, 
some alarm is expressed, at the possible effectf. the Convention may have in preventing our colonies 
from giving bounties, and that we may have to boycott their sugar. It is really quite amusing to see. 
Sir Thomas Farrer posing as the friend of our colonial sugar industries, and professing alarm on their 
account ; but I am happy to be able to reassure him, The colonies are included in the Convention, and ah 
their sugar industries are fully represented upon the British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association, of which
I am the chairman, and I am in a position to say that there is not the slightest fear of our having to boycott 
any colonial sugar whatever. It is not for me to say whether Sir T. Farrer’s allusions to Baron Henry 
de Worms are in good taste ; but I do know that those who are practically acquainted with the subject are 
best able to appreciate‘the great ability shown by the Baron in overcoming the difficulties he has had to 
contend against-—difficulties, which Sir T. Farrer, in spite of his condemnation pf bounties, has certainly not 
assisted to remove. I believe the services-rendered by Baron de Worms will be more generously appreciated 
by an unprejudiced^,public, as I know they are by our sugar-growing colonies and the home industries 
connected with sugar. I am, Sirr your obedient servant, N. Lubbock,, Chairman of the J^ritish and
Colonial Anti-Bounty Association, Billiter House, Sept. 6th.

^r.* Gladstone having written a letter to a correspondent at Greenock, which was published, the 

attention of the Right Hon. Gentleman was called to the letters of Mr. Lubbock and Mr. Martineau above- 
mentioned. Mr. Gladstone acknowledged copies of these letters in the following terms:—“Dear Sir, 
I thank you for your communication, and I view with pleasure all efforts to elucidate the complex and 
important subject to which it relates.—Yours faithfully and obediently, AV. E. Gladstone, September iS, 
1^8. To James L. Ohlson, ^sq., Secretary'British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association.”
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The following is an important article from the-Deutsche-Zucker*Industrie of September 21st, showing 
the opinion of the best authorities on the Continent of the Convention Before we further discuss the 
carrying,out of the Convention in the different countries, let us examine the difficulties which stand in the 
way of the first steps being taken in order to obtain its ratification by the Governments concerned. Scarcely 
had the Convention been signed, when both The Economist, in its number of 4st September, and Sir Thomas 
Farrer, ex-Secretary of the Board of Trade, in the Times of 5th September, wrote against it, and referred to 
it as almost a still-born measure. Sir Thomas Farrer, who appears to be a determined opponent of the 
Convention, asserts that the only effect it would have would be to make Sugar dearer in England, and cheaper 
in those; countries that did not join it. There is nothing new in the first part of the assertion, and if.his 
Opinion proved to be correct it might be of some importance, but it would not, we venture to think, be a 
fatal objection. Meanwhile, a very few figures will show that his view is not correct. Stated in Raw Sugar, 
the United Kingdom imported :—

And exported ...

. • . . .. ; < \?,'u ■ nA . d . /. :
Showing Consumption...

Tn 1887.

1,287,248
70,442

1,207,806

1886.

1,160,773
92,965

.1,067’80$"

1885. - . ■

1,265,745 tons.
88,817 „

1,176,928. tons.
IgnS

There wefe exported from the— 

British Colonies

f/o 1 inJJiijjuoJ Jiij ^1

... 507,861 tons’.’

Germany 
Cuba

... " 636,456
584,248

jo-581,270
265J

53S.0S3
512,696 „

owod

Totals ...

• k r Fa t • . 0 • , . *

1,704,252

* Estimated same as 1886^

1,629,954 1,559,540 tonsi

The supplies from these sources alone are, consequently, sufficient for the consumption of the United 
Kingdom, with nearly 50 per cent, to spare, so that we have no need to speak here of other countries which 
supply England: with sugar, such as Java with an average of 350,000 tons, the Philippine Islands with 
200,000 tons, &c., &c. The competition on the English market will, consequently, continue to be very 
great, and this being so, the second half of Sir Thomas Farrer’s assertion also falls to the ground. To show 
how far Sir Thomas goes in his opposition, we may add that, in his view, the Convention is objectionable, 
since it would expose England to the danger of not being able to purchase Sugar in Sweden, a country 
which never exports any Sugar, but which has to import nearly all it requires for its own consumption. 
We are aware that the figures compiled by the Board of Trade for the year 1886 give the Sugar imports 
from Sweden as 13,200 cwts., but that was Russian Sugar sent vid Sweden, just as Russian Sugar also 
reaches England vid Germany, and is recorded as imported from Germany. Sir Thomas Farrer might have 
known this. In England it is pretty generally thought that the effect of abolishing the Bounties would be 
to check the Beet Sugar production and thus make Sugar dearer. It is not, however, probable that 
production would be checked in anyway - the Sugar production of the two last crops fell short of the 
world’s requirements, as shown by the figures of the visible stocks, and the small stocks on hand in August 
this year are all the more telling, for with the higher prices that: for months past have ruled for available 
Sugar as against Sugar for future delivery, the invisibles stocks miu^t also have >been largely reduced. It is 
still very doubtful whether this year’s crop of Beet Sugar will prove materially larger than last year’s, and
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the prospect is even less favourable with regard to the crop of cane sugar, in view of the serious damage 
caused by the recent exceptionally violent storms in Louisiana and especially in Cuba. In a year’s time, 
therefore, we shall probably see a further reduction in the present low stocks ; in any case, however, they 
will not have regained their average level. As, therefore, we have at present good prices for both available 
and future delivery sugar, we can expect to have such paying prices next year also, and this shuts out the 
fear of any check to Sugar production. If, then, the Convention comes into force on the ist September, 
1891, the reduction or abolition of taxes on Sugar to take place at the same time, will, as we more fully 
explained in our previous article, lead to a highly satisfactory extension of both Beet and Cane cultivation. 
A more serious objection than that about making Sugar dearer exists, in the reference.to the most favoured- 
nation-clause, which is said to be opposed to the contemplated prohibition of imports and the. imposition of 
differential duties. With regard to this, however, there exists a decisive precedent in the Convention of 8th 
November, 1864. This agreement, made between Great Britain, France, Belgium and the Netherlands, 
likewise for the abolition of Bounties, contained in its Articles 13 and 16 important reciprocal advantages in 
favour of the Sugar of the four contracting Powers. In virtue of these Articles, France, for example, 
abolished the surtax of fr. 2 per 100 kg. on Belgian, English, and Dutch Sugars, but the same advantage was 
never conceded to any other country on the strength of the most favoured-nation clause, and, so far as we 
know, it was never even claimed. Neither can France, therefore, as the Economist fears, retaliate upon 
England if the latter, in accordance with the terms of the Convention, which every country is quite free to 
join, refuses to admit French Sugar. There is still another lesson to be gained from the Convention of 8th 
November, 1864. According to Article 19, the contracting Powers had agreed to put differential duties on 
the Bounty-fed Sugar of other countries, but this agreement never came into effect, and consequently the 
Convention produced no result. The Convention which has recently been signed will be equally barren of 
result if the conditions directed against countries that give Bounties are not strictly carried, out. Whether, 
however, in adhering to these stipulations it will really come to the prohibition of imports or the imposition 
of differential duties is a question which deserves further discussion.”,

Convention.—The following letter was addressed to the Baron Henry de Worms, on Sept. 4th:— 
“I am desired by the West India Committee to express their satisfaction at the completion of your 
protracted and successful labours in securing the International Convention of August 30th last, for the 
suppression of Sugar Bounties ; and I am to convey to you the cordial and hearty thanks of all who are 
interested in the prosperity of the West India Colonies for the manner in which you have conducted, with 
the assistance of the Earl of Onslow, Mr. Kennedy, and Mr. Walpold, the difficult negotiations which have 
resulted in the Convention ; and we feel that these Colonies must always be deeply grateful for the 
advantage they have derived from the great ability and energy you, Sir, have so Conspicuously displayed in 
a matter of such vital importance to them. (Signed,) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” In acknowledging 'the 
above, the Baron wrote (Sept. 5th) :—• I may fairly claim that the Treaty which has just been concluded, 
signed by the European Powers sending the largest quantity of bounty fed Sugar to the English Market, 
will, while maintaining true free trade, secure that fair untrammelled competition which is the first and 
essential attribute of all iust commercial relations.”

HknneO hfvs bnsIgnH
Electric Sugar.—The following is ffom Messrs. Willett & Hamlen’s Circular, dated New York, 

13th Sept., 1888 :—“ We saw the raw Sugar and the refined, but not the progress of the transition through 
the secret rooms, although we heard the machinery in operation, and can say that the refined Sugar came 
into the barrels direct from some machine, in three different grades of apparently quite fresh manufacture, 
the time occupied from the starting of the raw to the appearance of refined being twenty-five minutes, and a 
barrel being filled regiilarly every two minutes when in full operation. About thirteen barrels of refined 
bfi£ nsrfj login! ynsnulfifn ovoiq Iliw iBguB lo qoro ehsay eifb larborlw luhduob yuv HilJ
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were thus produced, when the trial ended, ip consequence of injury to the machinery. In addition to the 
three grades mentioned, eight other grades we^e made at this trial and by subsequent private trials by the 
operator. We understand grades can be made and changed by changing plates in the granulators, * * * 
The importance of these claims, and the evidence of their fulfilment being thus far limited to the view of 
the Sugars produced, and not to any permitted examination of secret machinery or secret rooms, to guard 
against deception, the public are slow to believe in them as realities completed^ and about to revolutionize 
the refining business.” For the above reasons practical men in England suspend their jfidgmeht upon this
matter, and decline to believe in a so-called process which has every appearance of being of the nature of a 

miracle.
000.085 . ooo^opp । ... ... .... -(iMnsT)
000.052 ooo,^? ‘ । ... ... ... ...snlr.i'A

Beet Prospects.—The weather for the Beet on the Continent during September has been fairly
favourable though rather tod dry ; indeed the dryness has retarded the development of the root, although it
has not interfered with its,richness. 000,52^2----- 000,501 Hn j .......................... hnHIoH.

000,00?,1 i ... ■J •rrjobSnHi bdiinU
00c .00 ■ 000,51 ... . - ’ ... .... niuqS

Beet Crops.—
OOO.OL ; 1888-89. 1887-88. 1886-87.

Germany ... ... 1,025,000 ?5.,- ... 941,322 ........... 1,018,842
Austria 600,000 oc. ' 408,565 •........... 523,060
France 500,000 ........... 391,258 ........... 486,443 •
Russia 475,000 ........... 430,000 '•......... . 47«,,582

Belgium 137,500 ........... 135,000 ........... 132,570
Holland .......................... 45,ooo ...........36,000 ... ... 32,263
Other Countries ...

z 000 08 s
67,500. 56,050 ........... 56,050

. 000,01 ----------- 00,0 i ■ ...
000,02 
000, ~
000,02 
OOO,

2,850,000 ...........2,398,195 ............. 2,72^,810
 OO- •'  . ,, r-m-, mG

000.0. ... ofmobbsrrD bn® annin-GnH/i
General Stocks.—(LiCht).—The visible Stocks of Stigar in Europe were, in September (including

floating cargoes), 415,594 tons, against 436,544 in 1887. In United States, 105,000 against 151,229 ; Havana, 
24,384 against 58,928. Total Stocks, 544,978 against 646,701.

000,0-3 ' ----- O' o,o" i ' • .................. p
000,0-; ... ... .. ...

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings: 38 weeks, 688,318 tons. against 626,026 same period 1887, 
increase 62,292. Deliveries': 679,585 against- 635,223 ; increase 44,362. - Stocks: 196,048 against 182,563 ;

1 o " .surplus 13,485.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara : 10th September, weather dry; 1st October, weather continues too 
dry. Barbados: 1 st October, seasonable weather.

.noilqinuenoG IfifoT 000,06445 000,062,0 ... ... .dwnsj ml aoilqquB IeIoT
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d nobibbs hl Sugar Season, ist July, i888r to 30TH JVNe, 1889.

Return forwarded by Mr. f. Ernest Tinne, of Liverpool.
vo .. 1 evL? Lob obsrrr jd mn Mh.'yo [,11<,.

Estimated Supplies in Tons, for f2 Months.

iGlJS-ijQO

Estimated Corisumption for 12 Mouths’ -
—u.

Stocks on .Hand and Afloat for U.K. 1st July, 1888 (Licht) 890,000
Ajdoat for United States, 1 st July, 18188................ ... 50,000

Visible’supply isf July, 1888 ... ............... . ‘ ... ^0,000

Germany 
Austria... 
France ...

................Belgium
Holland ..........................
United Kingdom
Spain ...
Cuba
Java
Louisiana and U.S. America'
Sandwich Islands
Fiji .......................................
Australia
New Zealand ...
Canada... ...
Peru and Chili
Brazil ...
Mauritius and Reunion
Manilla...
Egypt ... ...
Demerara
British West Indies ...
Martinique and Guadeloupe
Porto, Rico
Mexico...' ...
Honduras
Argentine Republic ...
Morocco, Natal, &c. ...
Turkey.......................................
Denmark
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990,000
575,000
443,000
45°,°°° ;
160,000
105,000 ------ 2,725,000

1^,000 
506,000
390,000 
1 20,000 
120,000 ;
30,000 
60,000

100,000
280,000
150,000

oOo^vi- 

OO-^Pi 

OOO,?£

OOr^O

180,000 
50,000 

130,000 
200,000
90,000
50,000
30,000
20,000
30,000
50,000 ------

.•Idieiv

ni£g£ 8^2,4^; 
2,595?°°°

380,000
250,000

.sbKiim

400,000
360,000 
^’oo° 
55,000

1,300,000 
60,000 
60,000 
40,000

1,500,000

i.edtoi rf

ii dliw I

150,000 
30,000 -

100,000 
50,000 
40,000

5,000'
10,000
20,000

5,000
20,000 

^,ooo

orb oldfiiuovfii 

ylioiui tori asrf

snAuA

sigguH 

muigloS 

bnslIoH
ninuoD ioiLO

20,000
15,000 ip itetoSisa

Norway and Sweden ...
Switzerland
Portugal ....................................................................
Greece ...
Italy ................ .........................................
India and China (not included, say 2,000,000 tons)

Total Supplies for 12 months ................
Deduct Consumption for 12 months

Probable Visible Supply, 1st July, 1889 ...

..

id: ; V;’; A dtoJ : j

________________
... 6,260,000
... 5,460,000

ioo,ooo\ 
60,000 
70,000 
65,000 
45,000 
25,000 
40,000 
10,000

,8sp 8

:d eguoiofu 
£i snlqiug

110,000
(Not included, bay 2,000,000 tons).

: 80b£disa .pl
5,460,000 Total Consumption.

800,000 tons.

Mr. Licht’s estimate of the beet crops is probably above what will be produced this season. Cuba and 
Brazil crops are still uncertain. The invisible supply in 1887-8 has been heavily diminished in quantity.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular, should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of one Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. 
Circular is supplied to present members free.
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West India Committee,

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C.,

2^th October, 1888.

West India Committee.—Several Meetings of the General Purposes Committee have been held 
during the month, principally to discuss what steps should be taken to prevent the sale by retail Grocers 
of Crystals manufacturedin England as “ Demerara Crystals.” A large number of samples were obtained, 
and the opinion of a distinguished counsel was procured as to the bearing of the Merchandize Marks’ 
Act, 1887, upon the question. The Committee have it still under consideration. In the meantime 
members can see papers and obtain information at this office.

Sugar Convention.—Discussion is still proceeding in the Times. Further letters by 
Mr. Lubbock, Mr, Martineau, and Sir T. H. Farrer have appeared. The next important stage will 
probably be a discussion in Parliament during the Autumn Session, for which preparation, especially by 
disseminating information must be immediately made. Newspapers of October 8th report the following 
Resolution by the London Trades’ Council:—

u That this Council tenders the Government its appreciation of the great and beneficial work 
accomplished for legitimate industrial production, and an equitable commercial policy for the country in 
the completion of the International State Bounties Convention, and considers that the ability, tact and 
good judgment exercised by Baron de Worms, M.P., and his colleagues representing Great Britain, have 
established a valuable principle of national importance, calculated to secure in the future friendly 

mediation between the nations of the world in their International relations, which convention no political 
faction should prevent being speedily ratified by Parliament, in the interest of social order and progress.”

The following Telegram in the Times, dated Berlin, October 21st, only tends to bring into 
stronger relief the general acceptance of the Convention by the German Sugar industry :—

“ A Meeting of Beetroot Sugar Manufacturers in the province of Saxony, the principal seat of the 
Sugar industry in Germany, yesterday, unanimously adopted a resolution declaring that the London 
Sugar Bounties’ Convention was incompatible with the. German manufacturing interests since the 
introduction of a tax on the manufactured article was calculated to injure the Beet industry.”

Saccharine.—The attention of the Board of Trade was called by the Committee to the results 
of an inquiry recently conducted in Paris as to the actual properties of Saccharine. The Board of Trade 
Journal for October summarizes the Report of the Commission appointed by the Committee of Hygiene. 
The conclusions are as follows:—“ (1.) Saccharine is not an article of food, and cannot replace Sugar. 
(2.) The use in food of Saccharine or Saccharinaceous preparations suspends or extends the changes of 
the amylaceous or albuminous substances in the digestive tube. (3.) These preparations have the effect 
of seriously troubling the digestive functions. They are such as to increase the number of affections 
designated under the name of dyspepsia. (4.) The use of Saccharine is still very recent, so that the 
consequences of a diet, in which Saccharine would enter daily may be very easily determined; but 
henceforth it is well established that its use has an injurious influence on digestion, and we are perfectly 
justified in concluding that Saccharine and its various preparations must be prohibited as articles of 
food.” The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople (from which paper The Board of Trade 
Journal quotes the above) adds that the Portuguese Government has prohibited the introduction of 
Saccharine into that country. Loiio oi iino tebi£wqu bns ESflim



Sugar Making iKSt. Croix.—Mr. G. A. Hagemann, a Sugar Expert of this Island,4n’his report’- 
of 23rd July, 1888, commences by stating the difficulties of Sugar making in St. Croix, viz.:—the very 
rough ground, the patchy nature of the cultivation, the want of water for condensing purposes. The 
ground being so irregular, made a railway system too expensive to be thought of, so it was decided to 
work the Central Fabnk on the system of pipe lines, as carried out in France. The Cane is crushed at 
the various plantations, and at once the juice is treated with 1 % burnt lime and passed on to the Central 
Fabrik by force pumps, first allowing as much as possible of the pith and unabsorbed lime to settle in the 

tanks. Great importance, however, is attached to getting the juice as quickly as possible to the Central 
Works. If, say two days old, it will not work well, and the sugar will be dark. It ought to be delivered 
within from 24 to 36 hours to avoid danger. He therefore recommends continuous working, Sundays 
excepted. Another 1 % of lime requires to be added to the juice at the Central Fabrik. 
The clearing of the juice is carried on as ’ usual in the'Continental Raw Sugar H6uses, the residue 
being in hard, dry cakes, useful for manure. The boiling is done with a pipe condenser SUch as is used 
on steamers. At the St? Croix Fabrik the condensing water is got from ihe harbour, and it is mentioned 

that close to the shore the water was so impregnated with sulphur-hydrogen as' to damage the condenser 
pipes, but when taken 20 to 30 metres from land there was Tro dariger. The last difficulty is with the 

vacuum pans. Experience has taught that-old juice will network well with the ordinary apparatus. 
With quick and continuous boiling and a pressure of one atmosphere a first class “ masse cuite ” is 
obtained. He then again lays stress on the necessity of immediate treatment of the juice with lime, and 

the prompt forwarding through the. pipes to the Central Fabfik. The molasses are only of use for cattle 
feeding, the same’as at Martinique. The Sugar has a "strong. grain, and is alkaline, disagreeably so, in 
fact, but it is a peculiarly strong product, aud is much sought after by the Refiners at higher prices than. 
Java Sugar. (The above translation is forwarded by Mr. Gillespie. A portion of tHe figures showing 
detailed results of working of the St. Croix Sugar Boiling Cojnppny will be printed in a later circular).

Beet Crops;—Mr. Licht’s estimate (Oct. 20th) remains.the same as quoted in last circular. The 
weather in Germany for the past month has been cool and dry on the whole; crop prospects are reported 
(Licht) as encouraging. The late beginning of this year’s working, renders the weather of the next few 

weeks of unusual importance for the time of year. Estimates are not spoken of so confidently, but may 
be altered when the state of things is more clearly seen. In Austria,.harvesting is proceeding, and the 
crop promises well with regard to weight. Prospects in France are also favourable, 1 anil although 

French Trade Journals estimate from 450,900 to 500,000 tons, Mr. Licht pilfers to retain the larger 
figure. Estimates are also maintained for Belgium and IJolland, amd also in Russia, notwithstandinga 
some unfavourable weather, the effect of which more seasonable weather would quickly remove. 
Although there is an estimated increase of production, Mr. Licht thinks that in view of the deficiency of 
stocks and increase of consumption, sugar is statistically stropg. The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre 
(France) while reporting good weather in the latter half of October, thinks that yields will vary in 
different fields, The Journal of October 24th retains the estimate at 450,000.

General Stocks (Licht).—The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were, in October (including 
floating, cargoes), 307,143 tons, against 446,471 in 1887. In United States 83,000 against 130,993.; 
Havana, 15,240 against 25,400. Total stocks, 405,383, against 592,864.
.’A.'..': ’ 431 ionf ob .. .v- : , ,JT|

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings : 42 weeks, 727,626 tons, against 687,642 same period, 
1887: increase 39,984. Deliveries: 758,439, against 701,622; increas^, 56,817. Stocks:. 156,502, against 
177,780. Deficiency, 21,278.

Weather Telegrams.—t)emerara 

October, light partial showers.

io adlditis baiididoiq ad jaurn aaoitai 
sWY doidw mo-rT 1

: 27th October, rain has fallen slightly. Barbados *. 29th

Minim ft
aooim 7

jrfgildf
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary^ 1

”.boc^
Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the. Secretary. Also, 

Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers. 
Circular is supplied to present members free.
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West India Committee, ' •

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C., 
■

26th November, 1888.

Sugar Bounties.:—This subject continues to receive the closest attention. It is expected that in the 
course of a few days a discussion will take place in the House of Commons, Mr. Labouchere having given 
notice of a motion to reduce the vote for the Foreign Office by the amount charged in the estimates for 
“ unforeseen missions and services.” Every effort is being made to secure a satisfactory statement of the 
reasons in favour of the Convention. The formal debate will probably take place early next Session, when 
the Government are expected to submit a Bill in view of the Meeting of the Commission in April to consider 
the legislative proposals of the different Countries. In the meantime Resolutions of Thanks and support 
are being received from the Colonies, and it is most desirable that all the Colonies, including Australia and 
Mauritius, should adopt this method of showing their interest in the question and assisting in its settlement. 
The following letter and ihclosure were received by the West India Committee :—

no ,gi , Msb 2 io "ioilol moy 10 iqidoOt odt ogbolv/onyids oJ god I—tno w(l—: swodot
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Jamaica,

October 9 th, 1888.
Sir,—I have the honour to forward by the Governor’s direction for the information of the West India 

Committee, the enclosed copy of a Resolution passed by the Legislative Council of this Island on the 5th 
instant, expressing their appreciation of the great services rendered to this Colony by the efforts of Her 
Majesty’s Government, of Baron Henry de Worms, and of the West India Committee, to- procure the 
abolition of the Sugar Bounties. gniieonpoH .iHsnod bah

I have, etc.,
(Signed) J. ALLWOOD,

Assistant Colonial Secretary.

At a Meeting of the Legislative-Council of Jamaica, held at Headquarter House, on Friday, October 5th, 
1888, Mr. Solomon moved the Resolutions, of which he had given notice, with verbal amendments, as 
follows :—“ Resolved that the thanks of the Legislature of Jamaica be tendered to Her Majesty’s Government 
for their efforts to abolish the system of bounties on the exportation of sugar from Foreign CpuptriesJ’

“That the special thanks of this Councirbe offered to Baron Henry de Worms for the valuable services he 
ha^ so ungrudgingly given to the West India Colonies' in his endeavours to effect the abolition of Sugar 
Bounties. And this Council desires to place oh record its high appreciation of the untiring energy, tact,1 
and great ability he displayed throughout the prolonged negotiations with Foreign Countries.”

- PL04 ... ... ... ... (rmjqom/T looH oBiG
“ That the Council offers grateful thanks to the West India Committee for their efforts to bring about 

the abolition of Bounties, a result which this Council hopes may be of lasting benefit to this and other West 
Indian Colonies.

2HoT

“ That Hi's Excellency the Governor be solicited to forward copies of these Resolutions.”

Motion seconded by Mr. Espeut.

Resolutions agreed to. T-Sod toq o ■ e dl i pi moi



E^rapb from the minutes of a Meeting of the British Guiana Planters’ Association h^ld-at the Exchange 
""Room, txeorgetow^ 15th October, 1888.—Present, The Hon. Alexander fiarr, Chairman, Hon.

W. A. Wolseley, Mr. A. Braud, Mr. Wm. Craigen, Mr. G. L. Davson, Mr. Fleming, Mr. H. Garnett, Mr. R
J. Kelly, Mr. E. C. Luard, Mr. F. C. Massiah, Mr. F. I. Scard, and Mr. J. E. Tinne. It was proposed by 
Mr. Craigen, seconded by Mr. Davson, and carried unanimously, “ That a vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. 
Nevile Lubbock, and the Members of the British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association, for their efforts to 
secure the abolition ,o.f the ^ugar Bounties.”

The. Chairman having moved the suspension of the standing orders, put the following Resolution, which 
was seconded by Mr. R. J. Kelly, and carried unanimously—“ Whereas the Right Honourable Baron H. de 
Worms has been most indefatigable in his efforts to secure the abolition of the Bounty system in Europe.”

3e it resolved, that the Association begs to tender him its most cordial and sincere thanks for his- 
untiring exertions in this matter.”

(Signed). A. SUMMERSON, Secretary.
urfllo la yioJouL yuae pi ubsm gnbd ej jtoTL yr 37 3 bns snoradm hj' -

'Jtoc f ? 1 nrr‘T 1 • df* '’‘v' ■ < j .»>nuoO J * 'rJDiL * *to 70 *1 ' * uni
The preceding Resolution was forwarded to the Baron Henry de Worms, and his acknowledgment was; 

duly transmitted, to the Association, the Members of which will probably not object to its insertion here.for 
the general information of our friends. Baron de Worms writes, under date Noy. 13th, to Mr.. Lubbock as 
follows :—Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, enclosing, on behalf 
of the British Guiana, planters’ Association, a Resolution of Thanks passed by that body at Georgetown in 
reference to. my efforts to abolish the Sugar Bounties. You will readily understand that the receipt of 
such a resolution has afforded me special pleasure because of my connection not only with the Sugar Bounty 
Conference but with the Colonial Office. I entertain the sincere hope that the Sugar Bounties Treaty will 
secure to all the Colonies directly concerned a return of all those natural advantages of which they have been 
deprived, by a system pf. unjust competition. In proportion as this is the case, the British working classes 
will, I am persuaded, also benefit. Requesting that you will be good enough tp convey my Cordial thanks to 
the Members of the Planters’ Association,

,CIOOWJJA .1 (BangiB)
rrcJSTOoB UO :... 1 am> yours truly.

_________________ _______________ (Signed) H. De WORMS.

................  ■—I"-1'......    ■
sb TeJn9rnbriom£ isdiev rijiw .ooiJon novig bed urf dbidv; Io ^noiwloasH sib bavom nomofoB .*.1/ .8881

Discussion in the Times is still proceeding, a further letter from Mr. Lubbock in reply to Sir Thomas 
Farrer nowr awaiting publication. A very bulky Blue Book has been issued Containing the minutes of the 

Conference and. papers laid before it. Also^a paper containing Sugar Statistics and information on the 
employment of labour in the various Sugar Industries of the United Kingdom and other points. The 
following is the import of Sugar into the United Kingdom for 1887 :—

Raw Sugar, from Cane growing Countries (British and Foreign) ... ... ... 439^325
Ditto Beet do. (European) ... ... ... .. 461,192

Refined Sugar from Cane growing Countries ... ... ... ... ... 38,792
Ditto Beet do. lionBoD aid! doidw llaaen s ,890 WOo eft

) rum nl
Tons 1,250,331 

’’.enobirloeoil saadi to aaiqoo bismol oi bsiioHoaod TomovoO orb yonaUaoxJiTiM

The production of Sugar in Germany has increased from 262,551 tons in 1872-3 to 985,628 tons in 
1886-7. The consumption in Germany has only increased in the same'period'^0^'271,698 to 329,1 ^8, or 

from I4'i lbs. to 17-2 lbs. per head.



Papers for Distribution.—Copies of Baron de Worms’ speech at Greenock can be obtained at this 
office; Aba uppie&'iof the. first TiumbeLof the riewthOftthlywaga^f^S1/^^ furnzU zi madu£
; lenifigfi .o8£,i;i : ejbolB .8r; ,05 session i : |.88tpx,^ Jemsgs ,s£p.or8 : eshsvilsG .s^8rop- session f

St. Kitts-Nevis.—Proprietors connected with this Colony are about to memorializeUhiPSe4?^?^ bf 

State against the increase of expenditure and taxation, and in favour of the principal recommendations of 
rhe Commission appointed by Lord Gormanston in 
.isdnrsvoM rflQl ; nshsl svcd eisworfa 93m .iscmovcZ didi ; yisvzorfe isrfissv/ jodmsvoZ rfL 1 
.isdmtiyoZ 4^5 J bnslei orf±, jnorfguondi vflswiffia enisi and .ladmavoX dlu ;aohsdisH. .vib isdjsaw 

Coolie Immigration.— the question of resuming immigration from India has been discussed by the 
T • 1 • r T , . , ° , .l$LlSq HUL ' .'OrF^i.eOS
Legislative Council of Jamaica, upon the report of the select Committee recently appointed: The Committee 
recommended inzgew of the. benefit ^0 the general community that any cost above ^16 per head (which 
would' he Iborrie by the employers) should be paid by the General Revenue. By fixing the employers’ contri
bution at ^16, a very small amount would remain chargeable to the revenue. No immigrants can now be 
obtained before the close of the present season, but a notification is to he:issued by the Jamaica Government 
in view of applications fprjjip migrants to be introduced next season which commenced August, 1889.

.soil eisdrnum Jnsesiq oj bsilqque er isluoiiD
Beet Crops. (Licht, Nov. 17).—In Germany a somewhat extended frost interrupted the harvesting of 

the roots left in the ground. The Beets suffered in consequence, for not only were their heads frostbitten, 
but the roots themselves were affected for several inches below the surface of the ground. If these Beets 
cannot be worked up rapidly losses or minor yields will result. From 10 to 15 per cent, of the total yield 
remain in the ground. If these are to be worked up without serious loss depends entirely upon the weather. 
No figures can be given therefore of the extent of the damage. The estimate of crop for Germany has in 
consequence not yet been reduced. Mr. Licht reserves his right to do this should necessity occur. Beets in 
Austria have likewise suffered from sharp frosts. The Austrian Estimate is reduced by 2^,000 tons. 
Estimates still vary in France, but Mr. Licht retains his figure of 500,000. The French Trade Journals keep 
their estimate at 450,000. It will be noticed that Mr. Licht retains all the previous figures for 1888-9 with 
the exception of Austria. He thus explains his view of the situation.

Beet Sugar production—Crop 1888-9 ••• ••• ••• ... • •• 2,825,000 tons
Cane do. do. do. —-- - ... 2,441,000 ,,
Stocks ... ... ... ... • ... ... . . ... 540,193 „

Total 5,806,193 „

The consumption for the last campaign year ending August 31st, was 5,658,601 tons.

Beet Crops.—
1888-89. 1887-88. 1886-87.

Germany ... ............... 1,025,000 ... ... 942,441 .......... 1,012,968
Austria ............... 575,000 ••• ... 408,616 .......... 523,060
France .............. 500,000 ... ... 392,824 .......... 485,739
Russia 475,000 ... ... 430,000 .......... 479,582
Belgium .............. i37,5oo ••• 135,000 ..........  132,570
Holland 45,000 ... ... 39,280 ........... 36,098
Other Countries .............. 67,500 ... 56,050 ........... 56,050

2,825,000 ... ... 2,404,211 .......... 2,726,066

General Stocks (Licht).—The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were, in November (including 
floating cargoes), 528,286 tons, against 721,210 in 1887. In United States 69,000 against 95,413. Havana, 
10,160 against 15,240. Total stocks, 607,446, against 831,863.



girii M bonteido ad rfaonaaiD is riPaaqS ’iffrioW di) noisH Io aaiqoO—3<oiTUSiHTaiG hoh shhhaH 
Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings ;91794(38-7 ?£onS> gainstperiod, 188^5 

increase 40,842. Deliveries: 830,422, against 779,884 : increase 50,538. Stocks: 151,280, against 165,421 ; 

deficiency,,-14,141. j juods ynoloO ?idJ rik hqoi^—.sivsZ-sTttH .t8
; : ........ imoodi Uqioftiiq arfl to wavs! ni br xbJ bns qxa to Sa&'nni ad; Jsntegs aisi^

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara : 8th November,. ; dpy Qr November, weather
showery ; 15th November, weather showery ; 16th November, nice showers have fallen ; 19th November, 
weather dry. Barbados; 14th November, fine rains generally throughout .the island ; 26th November, 
ent vd ba^TosibnaaT^ d mod cioijbigimmi gnnnueaiYo noBedtp ariT— .KorrAnbimn m.rocKT | 
good showers but partial.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
-hiflOO kiavolnma arfj gnixd v<I .aunavaH teiunaO aril yd bmq ad binona (aiayolqma adj yd amod ao Slu0^

nrni oZ .abhovai aril of oldnaginria nismai bfooW Jnuomjs Items yiav £ riohnd

Informations, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also,
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other papers.
Circular is supplied to present members free.
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West India Committee,

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London. E C 
, ’ ■

24/// December, 1888.

West India Mails.—The question of the Mail communication is one of great interest. If 
arrangements could be made to despatch the Mails on Wednesday, making Tuesday the writing 
day, and the incoming Mails always received on Thursday morning, it is assumed that such 
arrangements would meet with general approval. The same speed for the Ocean Service, 12 knots, 
is mentioned in the form of tender, and io knots between Barbados and Demerara, and on the. 
other branches 8| knots. The following letter has been addressed to the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company, dated 7th December, 1888:—-“The Chairman of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. 
Sir,—rThe Proprietors and Merchants comprising the West India Committee desire me to express 
to you their satisfaction at the conduct of the Mail Service under the existing contract, and to say 
that we would heartily support the renewal of the same in the interest of the West.India Colonies 
and British Guiana. No doubt particular Colonies will express their views to you, but the only 
suggestion we have to make, is that the passage out and home should be accelerated by two days 
each way. The Glasgow West India Association, to whom we referred the question, are strongly 
of this opinion. We are expecting a communication on the same subject from the West India 
Association of Liverpool.—(Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

West India Mails.—The carriage of the Mails by New York is strongly opposed, especially 
as it would increase the course of post very considerably. For British Guiana and Trinidad it would, 
be quite impossible.. The following is the Government advertisement:-—“The West India Service 
as now maintained, comprises:—1. A Service, once a fortnight, from Southampton to Colon, calling 
at Barbados, Jacmel, and Jamaica; calling at the same Ports on the return voyage, and landing 
the Mails at Plymouth. 2. A Service, once a fortnight, from Barbados to Demerara and back. 
3. A Service, once a month, from Barbados to Tobago, calling at St. Vincent, Grenada, and 
Trinidad; the packet returning from Tobago to Barbados, calling at Trinidad, Grenada, and 
St. Vincent. 4. A Service, once a month, from Barbados to Trinidad, calling at St. Vincent and 
Grenada; the packet returning from Trinidad to Barbados, calling at Grenada and St. Vincent. 
5. A Service, once a fortnight, from Barbados to St. Thomas, calling at St. Lucia, Martinique, 
Dominica, Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Antigua (St.John’s), and St. Kitts, returning from] St. Thomas 
to Barbados, calling at St. Kitts, Antigua (St. Jo in’s), Montserrat, Guadeloupe, Dominica, 
Martinique, and St. Lucia.”

Sugar Bounties. -Proceedings in Parliament regarding the Convention have been carefully 
watched. There will be now no debate upon the question until February. In the meantime the 
following correspondence has taken place. The Marquis of Salisbury was addressed as follows on



2

Dec. 11th, 1888:—I have the honour to convey to your lordship the enclosed letter, embodying- an 
expression of opinion, by those entitled to speak with great authority upon the subject, a^ to the effect 
the abolition of bounties provided for in the Convention will have upon the supply of sugar in the 
United Kingdom and the price to be paid by the consumer. In commending this letter to your 
lordship’s kind attention I am to point out its thoroughly representative character, the signatures 
comprising those who are engaged in the sugar refining industry in the United Kingdom, as well 
as those interested in the growth and production of sugar in the British Colonies and -.ther countries, 
including the East Indiesand Java, the West Indies and Britis 1 Guiana, Mauritius, Natal, Queensland, 
New South Wales, Fiji, and Cuba and Brazil. The representatives of the engineering and other 
industries in the United Kingdom have also expressed their concurrence. It may be asked, if we 
as producers, merchants and traders, do not believe that present prices will be raised by the aboli
tion of bounties, why should we be so active in promoting that abolition. To such an inquiry we 
reply that our interest lies not in raising prices, but in depriving our competitors of the cash bounty 
as an addition to the amount of the market price—whatever that may be—which enables them to 
obtain a higher real price than our producers, and therefore to increase and improve their produc
tion to our detriment, while we are conversely from the same cause, precluded from increasing and 
improving to the same extent. In short, our interest requires that all producers should recoup their 
cost of production solely and only from the market price of the whole world’s competition, so that 
all producers may have the same opportunity and the same inducement to progress in proportion 
with the increase of consumption. At present, whatever the price may be, we are still hindere I, by 
the prospect of bounty-fed competition, from making the progress which, under natural conditions, 
we undoubtedly should make. So long as the price of sugar depends upon such uncertain and 
fluctuating conditions as are brought about by the bounty system, prudent capitalists are necessarily 

reluctant to invest capital in the industry.

(Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman of the West India Committee and the British and Colonial 
Anti-Bounty Association.

The Most Hon. the Marquis of Salisbury, K.G.—My Lord,—We venture respectfully to address 
your lordship upon the main objection which has been raised to the Sugar Bounties Convention, viz., 
that its effect will be to raise the price of sugar to the consumer. We claim to speak with authority 
upon this subject, inasmuch as we represent the Home Industry connected with sugar refining—the 
sugar producing industry of the British Colonies and other countries—also the engineering and 
other industries in the United Kingdom connected with the production, manufacture, and distribu
tion of sugar. Indeed, we practically represent the whole of the British sugar industry, in all its 
various departments, both at home and abroad. We are, therefore, thoroughly acquainted practi
cally with the cost of producing and refining sugar, and we can unhesitatingly express our convic
tion that the coming into force of the proposed Convention and the consequent abolition of bounties 
will not raise the price of sugar above its present level, nor will there be any restriction in the quan
tity of sugar imported into this country. t . • ; , ., ;

We have, &c. 
\ < k . . ... , ? . „ ... ... ■_ . ..

(List of names attached.) "S .
N. Lubbock, Chairman of the West India Committee and the British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association.

James Duncan, Chairman of the British Sugar Refiners’ Committee.
Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co., Proprietors and Merchants, West Indies and British Guiana.

Robert Kerr, Chairman Scottish Sugar Refiners’ Association.
Tom Neil, Hon. Sec Sco. ttish Sugar Refiners’ Association.
Abram Lyle & Sons, Sugar Refiners, London.
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George Martineau, Hon. Sec. British Sugar Refiners’ Committee.
Thomas Daniel & Co. Lim. (Edward Chambers, Director), Proprietors & Merchants, West Indies and British Guiana.

The Right Hon. E. P. Bouverie, Chairman of the Colonial Company, Limited.
Maclaine, Watson & Co., Merchants, London and Java.
Smith, Wood & Co., Merchants, London and Manila.
Arbuthnot, Latham & Co., Merchants, London.
C. Czarnikow, Sugar Broker, London.
Thos. J. Johnston, Director of the St. Lucia Central Sugar Co., Limited.
Jas. Child, Chairman of the Aerated Bread Company, London.
Sir Thomas Thornhill, Bart., Barbados
C. Tennant, Sons & Co., London and Trinidad.
Thomson Hankey & Co., Merchants, London.
Daniel de Pass, Sugar Planter, Natal, South Africa.
C. Washington Eves, Sugar Planter, Jamaica.
E. D. & F. Man, Sugar and Colonial Brokers
Cottam & Hill, Sugar and Colonial Brokers.
C. & C. J. Coles, Sugar and Colonial Brokers.
J. V. Drake & Co., 10 and n, Mincing Lane and Magdeburg, Sugar Merchants.
The Dennery Co., Lim., The St. Lucia Usines& Estates Co., per H. Hales, Manager, Mincing Lane, London, 

Sugar Producers, St. Lucia, West Indies. '
J. & E. Williams, Sugar Merchants & Brokers, Mincing Lane, London & Magdeburg.
Carey & Browne, Produce Brokers, 36, Mincing Lane.
William Anderson & Co., 10, Mincing Lane, Sugar and Colonial Brokers.
Macdonald, Hutcheson &Co., London and Greenock, Sugar Brokers.......
C. M. & C. Woodhouse, Sugar Brokers.
Livens & Bishop, 27, Mincing Lane, Sugar Brokers.
L. Cowan & Sons, Hammersmith Bridge Works and 7, Mincing Lane, Sugar Refiners.

Ed. Kynaston, io, Mincing Lane, Sugar Broker.
Bieber & Co., 4, Fenchurch Avenue, London and Brazil, Merchants.
Mee, Billing & Co., 9 Great St. Helens, London & Brazil, Merchants.
Raggio-Carneiro & Co., 129A, Winchester House, London and Brazil, Merchants.
James Keiller & Sons, Manufacturing Confectioners, Marmalade and Preserve Makers, Dundee and London.

Erdmann & Sielcker, Merchants, London and Java,
Blyth, Greene, Jourdain & Co., London and Mauritius.
Sendall & Wade, Merchants and Proprietors, St Kitts, West Indies.
J. C. Shaw, Madras, East Indies.
Sir Daniel Cooper, Bart, G.C.M.G. for Australia, New Zealand & Fiji
Young, Ehlers & Co. Merchants and Proprietors, London and Australia.
Boddington & Co., Merchants and Proprietors, West Indiesand British Guiana.
D. Larnach, Banker and Proprietor, Australia.
Jno. McConnell & Co., British Guiana, Proprietors and Merchants, London and Liverpool.
For the Natal Sugar Co., Lim., D. Don, Managing Director
R. J. Jeffray, for Queensland and Victoria.
James B. Alliott, for Manlove, Alliott & Co. Limited, Engineers and Manufacturers.
Hermann Voss, for the Anglo-Continental (late OhlendorfTs) Guano Works Limited.
Charles Parbury, Proprietor and Merchant, Australia.
F. Parbury & Co., Proprietors and Merchants, London and Australia.
George Fletcher & Co. (W. Parratt), Engineers and Manufacturers, London and Derby.
Sandbach Tinne & Co., West India Planters and Merchants, Liverpool.
Alex. Garnett & Co., West India Planters and Merchants, Liverpool.
Sir T. Edwards Moss, Bart, West India Planter, Otterspool.
Bushby, Son & Beazley, Sugar Brokers, Liverpool.
Edwd. H. Harrison & Co., Produce Brokers, Liverpool.
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Nichs. Waterhouse & Sons, Produce Brokers, Liverpool.
Fairrie, Astley & Co., Produce Brokers, Liverpool.
Brancker, Boxwrll& Co., Produce Brokers, Liverpool.
Hampshire, Turner & Co., Produce Brokers, Liverpool.
A. Critherland Jones & Co., Produce Brokers, Liverpool.
Macfie & Sons, Sugar Refiners, Liverpool.
Henry Tate & Sons, Sugar Refiners, Liverpool.
For Fairrie & Co. Lim. (Jas. Fairrie), Sugar Refiners, Liverpool.
James Leitch & Co., Sugar Refiners, Liverpool.
Jos. Heap & Sons, Sugai- Refiners, Liverpool.
For the Sankey Sugar Co , Edward C. Turner (Partner), Sugar Refiners, Liverpool.
G. Jager & Son, Sugar Refiners, Liverpool.
Crosfield, Barrow & Co., Sugar Refiners, Liverpool.
Geo. Crosfield & Co., Sugar Merchants, Liverpool.
Anthony Jones & Co., Sugar Merchants, Liverpool.
Edward P. Panny & Co., Sugar Merchants, Liverpool.

Indian Emigration.—Certain statements having- appeared in the Globe newspaper of London 
regarding- the Coolie Emigration system in India, the Secretary sent the following letter, which was 
published in the Globe of the 17th December:—“Sir,—The letter of Mr. J. C. Bell, in your 
Friday's issue, shows that he is not aware of the strict regulations connected with the Emigration of 
Coolies from India to British Colonies. The Government of India supervises every step of the 
process. The emigrants are brought before the magistrates of their district, who explains to them 
where they are going, the nature of the work and other particulars relating to their engagement 
His duty is to make them thoroughly understand their position. If they do not understand, or seem 
unwilling to go, he sends them back to the place whence they came. It is impossible for the agent 
to deceive them, for it would be at once discovered. Those who are willing are taken to Calcutta, 
where they come under the Protector of Emigrants, an officer specially appointed by the Indian 
Government to see that all is right and that they are not deceived. They are free to leave the 
depot whenever they please, and many do leave it, having only engaged as emigrants to obtain free 
carriage to Calcutta. Both the Government of India and that of the colony to which they are going 
are scrupulously anxious in arranging every detail and preventing any abuse, and I cannot help 
thinking that with regard to the case of deception mentioned by your correspondent, he has evidently 
been misinformed.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, James L. Ohlson, Billiter House, 

December 15 th.”

St. Kitts-Nevis. —The following is the memorial to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
referred to in previous circular:—“My Lord,—We have the honour to call your lordship’s attention 
to the constantly growing public expenditure in St. Kitts and Nevis, in which united colony we have 
a very extensive interest as proprietors and merchants. When the federation of the Leeward 
Islands was proposed it w'as expected by the advocates of the change that there would be a greater 
efficiency of Government and a more economical expenditure. In both of these particulars, so far 
as St. Kitts-Nevis is concerned, we would respectfully represent to your lordship the great disap

pointment which has resulted. The burdens of the colony, instead of having been diminished, have 
been largely increased, a variety of new duties and taxes have been imposed in recent years, while 
the general population has not been relieved by any reduction of the import duties on food or on 
any other articles of consumption. In 1887 His Excellency Viscount Gormanston appointed a Com-
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mission to inquire into the system of taxation by which revenue is at present raised in the Presidency 
of Sr. Christopher-Nevis with a view of abolishing all export duties and reducing import duties, and 
also to inquire into the present public expenditure of the presidency. The Commissioners reported 
on August 29th, 1887, a nd Tn forwarding the report to the officer administering the Government of 
the Leeward Islands, Mr: Edward Pogson,* said, “ The Commissioners cannot too earnestly impress on 

your Excellency the necessity for a speedy reduction of expenditure’ as during the serious depres
sion in value now existing in the markets of the world for our staple product, the revenue could not 
be made to meet the present charges on it in the event of a reduced sugar crop.” The report gives 
the statistics showing the increase of expenditure since 1867, until the amount has now reached 
£38249, notwithstanding the federation of the Leeward Islands and the special union of St. Kit's 
and Nevis under one presidency; and notwithstanding the greatly decreased value of the Island 
produce. The Commissioners make various proposals as to retrenchment which need not be here 
particularised. Among these the reduction of the president’s salary from £800 to £700 is 
recommended, and that he should perform the duties of Auditor and directly supervise the public 
departments and officials. There is apparently no efficient audit of the accounts. Various other 
changes are proposed^such as the abolition of the office of Surveyor of Roads and the establishment 
of District Resident Boards. Suggestions are made as to Medical Officers, Gaol Chaplaincies 

Payment for Medical Evidence, Police, Hospitals and Charitable Institutions, Gaols, and other items 
of expenditure. The monopoly of the Crown Agents is objected to, and all requirements for the 
public services should'be imported through respectable London houses. The ineffective audit is 
again the subject of complaint in the report, and it is further alleged that the contributions to the 
General Government of the Leeward Islands are excessive, but upon this point the Commissioners 
have no power to report. W'£ would suggest that this should be made the subject of further inquiry 
especially as our Colony has ho control in the matter. The reductions and combinations specifically 
proposed by the Commissioners would amount to a saving of £2,932. We venture respectfully to 
support the recommendations of the Commissioners, and trust that your Lordship will not agree to 
the proposal of Mr. Haynes Smith, the Administrator, that the tax on cultivated land should be 3s. 
per acre, and uncultivated 6d We also humbly protest against His Excellency’s proposals for large 

„■ expenditure in the erection of ndw public buildings. We think, also, that the question of telephonic 
and telegraphic communication might be deferred, or more properly left to private enterprise, as, 
although it would be-appreciated, we submit that this is not a proper time to increase the burdens of 

.the Colony for such purposes, and would not constitute an item properly chargeable to the General
Revenue. The proposed taxation by the Administrator is estimated by His Excellency to produce a 

(. surplus of £2,379. submit that this is a proof that the said taxation is not required. Nor can
§uch taxation be considered as a substitution for the Export Tax, as that tax was devoted to special 

. purposes now abolished or in course of’extinction, viz.: the Militia and Ecclesiastical payments in 
certain Parishes by the Public Revenue. We therefore humbly pray that your Lordship would not 
approve of the increased taxation proposed by His Excellency as introduced in the Bill now before 

. Jhe Legislature Of St. Kitts-Nevis, but that you would be pleased to sanction the carrying out of the 
reasonable recommendations of th‘e Comrnissioners, and to prevent the taxation of the Colony from 
becoming too great for its resources to sustain. The following is a list of names attached t>> the above 

.^ memorial

Paget A. Wade, 34, Fenchurch Street.

Neville C. Sendall, 34, Fenchurch Street.
1 as nnw noiaaimmoD Iehj to afiotfsDnommoo^
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Claud Neilson & Sons, St. Mary Axe.
C. W. & W. Gray, 31, Great St. Helens.
Wm. C. Dalrymple, 4, Cullum Street.
G. Estridge, 8, Pembroke Villas, Richmond.
Sam. Abbot, St. Kitts, W.
R. & T. Neave, 9, New Broad Street.
Jas. Douglas Adamson, 12, Lime Street.
Roddington & Co., St. Helens Place.
Edward Pogson, Bourkes, St. Kitts.
Fred. Greene. 12, Nicholas Lane.
Edwin S. Wade, St. Kitts.
B. B. Greene,
Ethelbert Wade, Hermitage Estate, St. Kitts.
Viscount Combermere Combermere Abbey, Whitchurch.
Steuart S. Davis, Sadlers Estate.
Anna L. Davis, Sadler’s Estate.
Anne Mills, Jersey, Prospect Estate, Nevis.
Jas. Ewing & Co., Glasgow.
Sir M. H. Brisco, Bart.
W. H. Bucke, Bush Hill Estate, Nevis.
Cecil S. Molyneux Montgomerie, Molyneux Estate, St. Kitts.
Thos. Tyndale,

The above memorial was acknowledged as follows:—“Downing Street, Dec. 8, 1888.—Sir, 
I am directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ult., forward 
ing a memorial addressed to him by certain proprietors of land in St. Kitts and Nevis, with regard 
to expenditure and taxation in that presidency of the Leeward Islands, and I am to request you to 
be so good as to convey to. the memorialists the observations which his lordship desires to make 
upon the points referred to by them as follows:—Lord Knutsford is well aware that the financial 
administration of St. Kitts-Nevis requires careful attention, and no opportunity will be neglected of 
effecting economies consistently with the efficiency of the public service. As regards the expecta
tions which had been entertained that greater efficiency of. Government would result from the con
federation of the Leeward Islands, his lordship considers that there are yet no grounds for any feel
ing of disappointment. With respect to economy of expenditure, it is true that the gross amount 
of the annual appropriation has increased, but this is almost wholly due to the application of a 
larger amount of tax revenue to useful public purposes of an entirely local character, while the 
services affected by confederation, with the exception of those concerned with education and the 
administration of justice, which have been specially and beneficially developed, were performed 
in the year 1887 at a less cost by upwards of £900 than in 1871, and further savings 
will shortly be made in the cost of administration, and, it is hoped, also in the cost 
of the judicial establishment of the presidency. With reference to the observations 
of the memorialists in support of the Report of the Finance Commission appointed in 1887, they 
will be glad to know that Lord Knutsford had instructed the Governor of the Leeward Islands 
that effect is to be given to many of the recommendations of that Commission with as little delay
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as may be. The salary of the now vacant office of President will be reduced, but it would obviously 
be undesirable to make the President the Auditor of Accounts, for payment of which he is himself 
responsible. It is at present, as the memorialists consider it should be, his duty directly to supervise 
and control the public departments and officials of the Presidency in the absence of the Governor. 
Lord Knutsford cannot concur in the opinion expressed by the Finance Commissioners that the 
practice of obtaining- supplies for the public service through the Crown agents for the Colonies 
should be discontinued. The present system ensures that such goods are obtained, as the 
memorialist appears to desire, only from respectable and trustworthy London firms, whereas the 
Commissioners suggested that they might, as an alternative, be purchased in the local market. 
Nor can his lordship admit that the present system of audit is ineffective. It is to some extent 
hampered by the want of constant communication between the various Presidencies, but the 
statement of the memorialists that “there is no efficient audit of accounts ” can only be based on 
insufficient information. As regards the statement that the contribution to the General Governmen^ 
is excessive, if by this it is meant that the Presidency pays more than its fair share, Lprd Knutsford 
cannot agree; if it is meant that the Federal expenditure is excessive, very close attention to 
economy in this respect has been paid by successive Secretaries of State, and his lordship is of 
opinion that no further appreciable saving is possible. I am to point out that the Commissioners in 
their report do not give any specific grounds for their statement that there is room for material 
reductions. The Commissioners’ estimate of possible reductions in expenditure, amounting to £2,932 a 
year, made no allowance for any pension or compensation to the officers whose appointments they 
proposed to abolish. It is evident t at unless such compensation be paid, the reductions proposed 
in the establishment can only be made by degrees. Lord Knutsford has approved the proposal 
that a tax should be imposed of three shillings an acre on cultivated land, and sixpence an acre on 
uncultivated, he does not agree with the opinion of the memorialists that it is not required. His 
Lordship has received no proposals for large expenditure in the erection of new Public 
Buildings, and is not likely to assent to such proposals until the finances of the 
Presidency are in a healthier condition than at present. The erection of houses 
for Medical Officers where necessary was recommended by the Finance Commission, but it is 
proposed that it shall be carried out without addition to the charges on General Revenue. Lord 
Knutsford believes that the memorialists will agree with him in thinking that the £600 proposed to 
be applied to the provision of a line of telegraph round the island of St. Kitts, will be well spent, 
in view of the increased efficiency which will thereby be given to the Police Force, both f >r the 
maintenance of order, which some persons fear may be endangered by the abolition of the militia, 
and for the better prevention of smuggling, and consequent increase of revenue. With respect to 
the anticipated surplus of revenue His Lordship hopes that so soon as the balance of the finances is 
restored it may be found possible to effect the long promised reduction of import duties and in that 
manner relieve the pressure of taxation. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.

'"c '.C’""?: F ’ _• ■ r<..; - ' t-f ,t .. , - . ■ ■ , .......

. .... "p c f- • 'V,. . \ • ,,.r ■ ......... : .. .. .....

Coolie Immigration into Jamaica.— Th ;re is no space to. print a copy of the despatch of 
Governor Norman to the Secretary of State for the Colonies upon this question. Hopes are Still 
entertained that arrangements may be made for a ship with Codies to be despatched to Jamaica 
at the beginning of next season, namely, August, 1889. The matter is, still in suspense awaiting 
the views of the,Government of Jamaica with regard to the expense to employers.



Saccharine.—This preparation has been formally excluded by decree from France and Algeria.

A law has been submitted to confirm this decree. dJ t

Beet Prospects.—The weather in France has been seasonable, and the frosts have not interfered 
with the sugar manufacture. Similar reports are given as to the weather in Germany. Estimates 
of the current German crop reduce the amount to 975,000 tons. The French crop is still estimated 
at from 450,000 to 475,000 tons. Crop in Austria-Hungary is still estimated by some authorities at 
550,000 tons. An increase of the sowings for next crop in Austria-Hungary is expected.

Sandwich Islands.—Advices from Honolulu announce a satisfactory crop which will probably 
jnSJx- . . j; to msJzyz Jnozsnq odt JsdJ Jimbn qidzbnof zid nso toZ

be not less than 120,000 tons against 110,000 last year.
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Sugar iN United Kingdom'—Landings 50 weeks, 869,342 tons, against 836,877 same period 

1887; increase 32,465. Deliveries: 903,851, against 859,026; increase 44,825. Stocks: 152,806, 
against 169,611; deficiency 16,805. 11 odi JcdJ Jn^>ym zi Ji zidJ

oJ nonfiajfs. ozolo viyv,'. ovizzo jxo zi siidibnsqxs fsTsbaH odJ Jsrit JnBom zi Ji ii ; 99Tgs Joni
"lo t Cf ‘c [ pr h n r ^4 1 *' • ri* > T T * 4 • _r •
Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, 5th December, nice showers have fallen; Sth December, 

fine rains have fallen generally.
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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Information, corrections, &c., relating to this circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to circular for a year, and other 
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papers. Circular. is supplied to present members free.
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CONFIDENTIAL.]
[CIRCULAR No. 34.

West India Committee, 
Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C., 

215/ January, 1889.

West India Committee.-A well-attended meeting of the General Purposes Committee was 
held on January 17th. The subject of the Mail Communication was discussed, and the minutes of a 
meeting of British Guiana Proprietors, held on 10th January, were laid on the table, to which several 
amendments were proposed. A printed paper forwarded by the Colonial Office, giving particulars 
of experiments in connection with Sugar Canes in Barbados was laid on the table. (This paper will 
be lent to any member yn application.; The following is the letter to the Secretary of State on the 
question of the Mail Communication which was submitted to the above meeting and approved: 
<c 15th January, 1889.—My Lord,-We understand that tenders are now being considered by Her 
Majesty’s Government for a contract for mail service between Great Britain and the West Indies and 
British Guiana. We beg respectfully to inform you that we have had for many years practical 
experience of the manner in which the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company have conducted the 
service. By their punctuality and despatch they have won the confidence of all who are interested 
in the Colonies, and the comfort and convenience of their Steamers,1 especially in recent years, have 

been much appreciated. They carry the Mails directly from Great Britain to British Colonies with
out transhipment at any Foreign Port, and the long experience which they have gained conduces 
much to the facilities of the Service, which facilities no new undertaking commencing such a busi
ness could possibly secure. We think there might be some increase in speed, and as to the central 
depot we can only say that we are connected with all the Colonies, and it would therefore not be our 
duty to express any opinion with regard to this question so long as a choice is made that would 
obviously be consistent with an efficient Service. As representing the Proprietary and Mercantile 
interest of the British West India Colonies in the United Kingdom, I have, on behalf of the West 
India Committee, the honour humbly to request that your lordship would be pleased, in any 
communications with the Departments of Her Majesty’s Government having immediate charge of 
this matter, to convey the great satisfaction felt generally in the West Indies with the manner in 
which the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company have carried on the Service, and the great disappoint
ment which we feel sure would be experienced throughout the West Indies if the Service should 
be placed in other hands.” Signed, N. Lubbock.

Sugar Bounties.—Arrangements are being made in Liverpool for a hearty reception of Baron 
Henry de Worms. A'blue-book has been published, bringing the correspondence up to date. It 
contains the resolutions bi the Trades Unions in all parts of the country in support of the 
Convention. Letters from the West India Committee and the British and Colonial Anti-Bounty 
Association are also included. The resolutions of thanks to Her Majesty s Government from the 
Leeward Islands, Jamaica, and Trinidad, are printed. These resolutions include references to the 
exertions of the West India Committee, and particularly to the manner in which the chairman.



Mr. Lubbo< k. has conducted the movement. The Secretary to the Imperial Treasury of Germany 
has announced that the Government would make the necessary preparations for giving effect to the 
agreement concluded in London. The eventual co-operation of Germany in executing the treaty 
would, however, depend upon a full guarantee being given that sugar from States which were not 
parties to the Convention should not be admitted into England, or else that it should there be so dealt 
with that < terman sugar would incur no danger.

Bk<um< Gtnvo Among the important matters dealt with at the meeting of British Guiana 
Proprietor* above refe: a Circular issued from the Immigration Department dated nth
I). . cmlxT. iSSX. of which the following is a copy :—“ Sir, I have the honour to inform you that at 
the lat< Session of the Combine ! Court. Mr. A. R. Gilzean, Financial Representative for Essequebo, 
moved the following resolution * Whereas it is desirable that the Colony should not be drained of 
a valuable number of its inhabitants and of its wealth as it is by the present system of back 
passages to East Indian Immigrants : He it RejolvrJ,—That the Lieutenant-Governor is requested to 
name a Committee of the Immigration Agent and two non-officia) members of this Court, with 
power t<> add to their number, to take the opinions of persons interested in the subject, and to report 
to this Court, sul»m tting a scheme for the removal of the al>ove-name I evil.’ After a lengthy 

ssion it was agree! that a Commute, should be appointed for the purpose set forth in the 
above resolution, and His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor accordingly nominated the Honour
able C B. King. A« ting Immigration Agent-General, Honourable B. Howell Jones, and D. C. 
Cameron. Esquire. Vi< • -President of the Financial Representatives, to form the said Committee, 
with power to add to their number. In the exercise of that power the Committee associated 
with them Thomas H. Glennie, Esquire, and J. E. Tinne, Esquire. It is the desire of 
the Committee to carry out to the fullest extent the object of the above Resolution, 
and also t<< • omplv with the wishes of the Combined Court, by inviting an expression of opinion 
from every person who, from hh p-dti.m in connection with the Estates or with the working of the 
Immigration system, is likely to be able to assist them in coming to a clear and satisfactory 
. ondud.m on the subject. The Committee, therefore, request that you will be good enough to 
favour them at as early a date as possible, with your opinion on the following points. First.—Do 
you .onsjdrr it to be either necessary or desirable that any alteration should be made in the 
conditions as to Back Passage under whi. h the Immigrants have hitherto been introduced into the

■><•< ond.—If so, do you approve of the suggestion made in the course of the discussion in 
the Combined Court, that the Immigrants at the close of their Indentures should be offered 
a money payment of Twenty-four Dollars, in commutation of their claim to a Return Pas
sage? Third. Do you consider that the above-named sum would be an equitable equivalent 
for the surrender of all claim to a Return Passage to India? Fourth.—If not, would 
it in your opinion be expedient to offer a larger amount, say Forty or Fifty Dollars ? 
Fifth.—As no exceptions could be mad. in carrying out such a system, would it not be the 
case that the offer of IB mid have to be made in some instances to Immigrants whose return 
to India would be more t<» the mt- rest <>f the ( bkmy than their rem.lining in it ? Sixth_ If you are

• . agree uith the suggestion as to a money । ayment in lieu of Back Passage, is there 
anyotheralleni.it ire which you UOldd propose as likely to tend to reduce the number of
applications fur Return Pass.^ nth. In your opinion has the return to India each year of a
proportion of the immigrant population keen a disadvantage or otherwise, regarded in connection 
with the development of the Immigration system ? Eighth.—If you consider that it has had a

anyotheralleni.it
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beneficial effect on Immigration, might not this be looked upon as, to a great extent, compensating 
for any general disadvantages caused by the withdrawal of labour and capital ? Ninth.—Con
sidering that the Immigrants who return to India each year come from all parts of the Colony, from 
the towns, villages and settlements as well as from the estates, and that they include at least 5 per 
cent, of paupers and lepers, is it probable that any particular estate is materially affected thereby 
in respect to labour supply ? In answering the above questions the Committee request that you 
will give your reasons for any opinion you may express on the subject. In the course of the 
discussion in the Combined Court, a suggestion was further made that the term of indenture should 
be reduced from five to two or three years. The Committee will be glad to receive an expression 
of your views on this point also, in its relation to the probable effect of such a change on both the 
immigrants and their employers. It will be a convenience to receive your reply at as early 
a date as possible,—I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, C. B. King, Chairman.” 
With regard to the above Circular no formal resolution was passed, but the opinion of the 
meeting was that the question required grave consideration, especially in view of the following 
objections:—(1) That unless the arrangement were made retrospective it would cause discontent 
among the Coolies now in the Colony. (2) That if on the other hand it were made retrospective it 
might cost the Colony from £250,000 to £300,000. (3) That the increased applications for Back 
Passages during the last three or four years will probably prove to be temporary, and that if 
applications again assume their former proportions there would be the less necessity to consider any 
scheme involving a possibly heavy financial burden upon the Colony (4) That return immigrants 
are important evidence in India of the advantages of emigration and no doubt facilitate recruiting, 
(5) that it would be highly inexpedient to reduce the term of indenture from five to two or three 
years. (Information with regard to the other points discussed at this meeting can be obtained by 
Members from the Secretary.)

Jamaica Immigration.—The West India Committee are awaiting a communication from the 
Colonial Office as to the terms upon which Coolie Immigrantscan be introduced into the Colony. 
It is feared that the Government contemplate a charge to employers that would be quite prohibitory.

Antigua.—A meeting of Antigua proprietors is shortly to be arranged for the purpose of 
settling the terms of a letter to the Secretary of State upon proposed large expenditure, and 

consequently fresh taxation in that Colony.

Sugar Trusts in America.—According to a New York telegram published on the 10th Jan.:— 
The Judge of the Supreme Court of New York State to-day gave judgment to the effect that the 

North River Sugar Refining Company had forfeited its charter because it had entered a Trust. 
This has long been regarded as a test case. The Trust in question includes all the sugar refineries 
in New York State, and, with a few exceptions, all those in the United States.”

Prices in 1888.—The following average has been made by taking prices of 88 per cent, beet 
on every day on which business was done, and at the end of the month divided by that number of 
days. If this calculation is sound the following is the monthly average of the above-named sugar 
in London?—January, 15s. 4|d.; February, 14s. 6d.; March, 14s. 4|d.; April, 13s. qd.; May, 13s.; 
June, 13s. 6d. ; July, 14s. 3d.; August, 14s. 3d.; September, 14s. 7 jd.; October, 13s.; November, 
13s. i|d.; December, 14s. Average for the year 1888, 13s. ufd.
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Corrrr Imports, y< ar |X8S, 955.274 cwU . against 1.046,212 in 1R87. Home consumption 
277.0 against .*os. UJ Stork in Bonded Warehouses 31st December, 18&& 16^664, against 304.824

€<* o^. Import. 506.547 lb* against 27,459,500 in 1XS7. Home consumption 18.227.oi/’ 
against 15.873 <29^ Stocks in Bonded Warehouses, 13,030.424. against 10,397,18$ in 1887.

R cm. —Imports. 4.147.656 proof gallons, against 6,378.377 in 1887. Home consumption 

’v*V’ V’5 against 3,902.325. Stock in Bonded Warehouses 6.694,833. against 8^030,381.

B»» t Canr Fn Mr. Licht's Circular for 24th December, the estimate for the crop of 1888-9 waS 
reduced from 2.825.000 tons to 2.<8o8,ooo.



Beet Prospects.—The weather in France has been seasonable and is favourable to culture. 
A similar report is published from Germany.

General Stocks (Licht).—The visible stocks of Sugar in Europe were, in December (including 
floating cargoes) 880,969 tons, against 1,030,938 in 1887. In United States 55,000 against 85,394. 
Havana 9,144 against 8,128. Total stocks, 945,113 against 1,124,460.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 2 weeks, 32,624 tons, against 33,275 same period 1888; 
decrease 651. Deliveries, 25,914, against 29,787; decrease 3,873. Stocks, 158,431, against 188,713; 
deficiency 30,282.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, 24th December, 1888, weather showery; 27th rain has fallen 
heavily; 10th January, 1889, weather continues wet. Barbados, 14th January, good showers. 
Trinidad, 17th January, crop is fairly commenced, weather all that could be desired.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

papers. Circular is supplied to present members free.
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West India Committee,
Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C., 

i February, 1889.

West India Mails. —At a meeting of the General Purposes Committee, held on 14th February, 
the following letter was agreed upon with regard to the proposed change in the day of despatching 
the Mails, and the increase of speed by which the Mails will be delivered in this country on 
Thursday, or certainly not later than Friday morning:—“West India Committee to Postmaster- 
General, February 15th.—Sir,—In reply to the verbal inquiries which a gentleman from your 
Department has been good enough to make, I beg respectfully to inform you that the West Indian 
Merchants and Proprietors of London have no objection to the despatch of the mails on Wednesday 
instead of Thursday, and they trust that the course of post will be accelerated as far as possible. 
The West India Merchants and Proprietors of Liverpool and Glasgow agree in this opinion. (Signed) 
N. Lubbock, Chairman.’’

Coolies for Brazil.—The following correspondence is reported. 11 West India Committee to 
Colonial Office, 24th January.—My Lord,—I have the honour to call your Lordship s attention to a 
report which has come to the knowledge of this Committee that a Steamship Company has been 
requested to tender for the conveyance of a large number of Coolies from British Guiana to 
Barbados, to be transhipped from there to Brazil. In this latter country no doubt there is a dearth 
of labour, and it is not improbable that the West Indian Colonies may be regarded as a recruiting 
ground. But considering how important the immigrant population is to the British Colonies, and 
that no security could be obtained for their proper treatment in Brazil, we would humbly request 
that your Lordship would be pleased to call the attention of the Government of British Guiana and 
other Colonies to the matter. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” “ Colonial Office to West India 
Committee, 6th February.—Sir,—I am directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 24th of January, calling attention to a report that steps had been taken fur the 
conveyance of a large number of Coolies from British Guiana to Barbados, to be transhipped from 
there to Brazil; and to state that copies of your letter have been sent to the Governors of West 
Indian Colonies, in accordance with your request. I am to add that Lord Knutsford has called the 
attention of the Governors to the Colonial Statutes prohibiting the emigration of Coolies for service 
in countries with which there is no Indian Emigration Convention, or to which emigration from India 
is not permitted. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.

Sugar Bounty Convention.—The Committee had much pleasure in observing the important 
demonstration in Liverpool (following the one in Glasgow) in recognition of the great services 
rendered by the Baron Henry de Worms in connection with the Convention. It is now a matter of 
consideration as to what step^ shall be tak rn in London to organise a similar demonstration, as well 
as to prepare for the important debates which are expected to take place in Parliament upon this 
question. Full reports of the Liverpool speeches can be seen at this office, and a large number of 

copies of the Glasgow speeches are s.iii available.

The Sugar Convention in Germany.—A discussion took place in the German Reichstag on the 
28th January, in which the Secretary for the Imperial Exchequer made a statement with regard to 
the Convention. In accordance with the undertaking by the contracting countries to communicate 
mutually to each other the laws or projects of laws which they might frame with a view to carrying 
out the Convention, a Bill embodying suitable Sugar Tax legislation for Germany is neariy ready. 
The Special Commission will probably meet in the beginning of May. The attitude of Germany 
rests on the presump.ion that a sufficiently large number of Sugar-producing countries will 
ultimately join the Convention, and that the suppression of bounties in the contracting countries, and 
the exclusion from their markets of bounty-fed sugar will everywhere be loyally carried out. In 
the course of the debate the reserved attitude of France and Austria was particularly referred to
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Dr. Witte said with regard to premiums in Germany, according to this year’s results, he reckoned 

that there would be a premium of about m. 2-IO per 100 kilos, raw sugar, and to this must >e added 
a premium on the sugar exported as refined of m. !•& There would thus be pan! in premiums in 
the season 1888-89 more than 14,000,000 marks. The factories for making sugar from molasses 
found this suited their interests. The Convention should therefore be loyally carried out both in letter 
and in spirit. In replying to certain speakers the Secretary of State for the Ev h-qu.-r repeated 
that the further action of the Goverment depended upon the stipulations of th.- ( .mv.-ntion beiM 
loyally maintained and executed. They were revising their Sugar Tax legislation in th- spirit of the 
Convention for the purpoje^f'submitting it to the Special Commission as pr- s,nl.ed in the 

Convention. In the further course of the debate the attitude of the United States an
again prominently discussed. A.n important question will arise later on with r gard to a 

comsumption tax on Saccharine or starch mixed with that preparation.

Planting Canes.—Professor Stubbs, Director of the Experimental Station of Louisiana, has . 
studied the influence upon quantity and quality of the distance between planted 1 he;
Louisiana Planters have a space of three or four feet, but a discussion has arisen as to whether a. 
distance of five or seven feet would not be more effective. According to Professor Stubbs ex
periments, the advantage remains in the case of the three feet distance, in regard to th- weight of. 

cane per acre and in sugar extractable therefrom.

Jamaica Immigration.—Copies of Despatches relating to Immigration, both from Barbados and 

the East Indies into Jamaica, are open to the perusal of members at this office. The • orrespondence 
with the Colonial Office upon this subject is proceeding, and the whole of the papers will be printed • 

later on. In the meantime, owing to the heavy proposed charge for Coolies in Jamah a. there does 
not seem at the present moment any prospect of obtaining any during the approaching season 
unless of course the result of the correspondence with theColonial Office is to reduce the charge to 
the planters to about £18 to £20 per immigrant.

Antigua Harbour Works.—The Antigua Proprietors have addressed to the Secretary of State 

detailed objections to a scheme for Harbour improvements at St.John e Report
of the Harbour Commissioners presented in 1888, and (2) in the memorandum of :lw present 
Governor thereon laid before the. Legislative Council. Members connected with Antigua < an peruse 
this correspondence at the office, and as soon as a reply is received from the S»>< r< Ury <»f State, 
the whole correspondence will be printed.

Beet Crops.—M. Licht says in his annual report, that he finds the yield has attained 1379 per 
cent., against .2-27 per cent, of weight of beet roots in 1886-7. The total German jtroduejio^ 
expressed in raw sugar was in 1887-8 959,166 tons, against 1,012,967 in 1886-7. Thu exportation 
amounted to 523,922 tons against 638,389 tons in 1886-7. The consumption in Germane has been 
439,660 tons, equivalent to 18J pounds per head of population. The estimate, for the total I 
crop 1888-9 remain as they were reported last month by M. Licht.

Sugar in United KiNGDom.-Landings, 6 weeks, too,854 tons, against > .6,070 same period 
decrease. 15,216. Deliveries, 94,425, against 93,812; increase 613. Stocks, .58.50 against 
207,483; deficiency, 49,33.3.

Weather TELEGRAMS.-Demerara, i4th February, .889; weather showery Trinidad 31st 
January; weather fine for harvesting; 31st January ; weather favourable; 7th Febru uv weather 
favourable ; 12th February, weather favourable.

. c ,• ,. . , . JAMBS L. OHDSON Si.* ketarv. . -co
Informat.on, correcttons, &c„ relating to this Circular should be sent to the S-n n MsO 

Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a ve u " ml other 

papers. Circular is supplied to present members free. / » c

P-S.-^A Supplementary Circular will.be issued next mail with i ♦ ♦. c a

Correspondence on subjects above mentioned. GS Sugar Statistics an

will.be
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Sugar Bounty Convention.—The following is an extract from the Queen’s Speech at the open
ing of Parliament; “Legislative provision will be necessary for executing the Convention into 
which I have entered for the.suppression of bounties on the exportation of Sugar.” In the course 
of the debate upon the Address some interesting speeches were delivered upon this question, nota
bly by Baron Henry de Worms, and Mr. Sutherland. Lord Granville is reported to have said in 
the House of Lords, “ the Convention we regard as retrograde in principle, and we shall teel bound 
to oppose it.” But the Liberal leaders in the House of Commons haw not endorsed this declaration .

Sugar Law in United States.—The Senate of the United States has voted the Tariff Bill, and 
has also granted an export bounty of I cent, per pound on sugar produced from Beet or Cane in the 
United States. This would amount to a bounty of a dollar per 100 lbs. As the United States 
imports 1,200,OOO tons of Sugarfor her own consumption, and produces something less than 306,000 
tons, including the produce of the Sandwich Islands, it is clear that America cannot be a large ex
porting country. Hitherto Louisiana Sugar has had protection to the extent of -about £10 per top, 
but with the reduction of duties this advantage would be reduced one half. In order, therefore to 
preserve the status quo with regard to Louisiana the above-mentioned bounty is now proposed to 
be given. It is in fact a bounty on American production, Pnd will have little or no influence what
soever upon the export of Sugar from the United States. The Bill has yet co go through the Housy 
of Representatives, and no confident opinion can be expressed as to the prospect of its passing.

British Guiana—An important Meeting of Proprietors was held at this office,.on February 
28th, to consider certain papers received from the Colony, containing Government proposals with 
regard to Estates Hospitals and the general population. Draft minutes were ordered to be sent 
to the Proprietors, so as to secure general concurrence for the purpose of addressing the Planters’ 

Association upon the subject by next mail.

Trinidad Steamers.—The following is an extract from a letter from Messrs. Gregor, Turnbull 
& Co., of Glasgow, dated 28th February, 1889.—“We have now arranged with the Trinidad Govern
ment to put on a line ,of First-class Steamers, to ply between New York and Trinidad direct, making 
the passage in 8 days. This service begins about 1st April, when the first vessel leaves Trinidad, 
and will be continued by fortnightly sailings from each port. So soon as arrangements can be made 
a Steamer will ply round the Island of Trinidad, and to Tobago in connection with above service. 
The vessels will be especially adapted for conveyance of Fruits, as well as general freights, and 
will have accommodation for about ten cabin passengers at first which can be extended as trade 

warrants.”

Coolie Immigration into Jamaica.—The documents received from the Colonial Office upon this 
subject will be printed in next Circular, together with the proposed reply to same.
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Antigua Harbour WoRKs.-The following letter, dated 15th February, 1889. h 1

acknowledged by the Secretary of State. It is printed here for the mformat.on of Ant^a 
members. “My Lord,-I have the honour, on behalf of proprietors, merchants, and others 
interested in the Island of Antigua, to submit to your Lordship the views entertained upon the 
schemes for Harbour Improvements at St. John’s, set forth (1) in the Report of the Harbour 
Commissioners presented in 1888, and (2) in the Memorandum of the present Governor thereon 
laid before the Legislative Council. The works recommended by the Commrssmners are estimated 
by them to cost £50,000, and a sum of £3,500 per annum for 21 years will be required on t eir 
showing, to provide sinking fund and interest. Against this the Report, while referring generally 
to other prospective advantages, proves only a saving of £670 per annum, leaving an annual 
balance to be provided, which will require the imposition of additional port dues of is. ,d. per 
ton on all imports and exports, calculated on the tonnage of 1887—a year, the trade of which was 
certainly not below the average. The Commissioners suggest aid from the Imperial Government 
to the extent of a quarter of the Capital cost, and quote the report of Captain Alexander in 
support. It must be remembered, however, that Captain Alexander’s report is dated 1881, and 
that since then the Imperial Government has committed itself to considerable expenditure in 

St. Lucia. It is apparent that the Commissioners’ scheme holds out but slender advantages in 
convenience and economy compared with the proposed cost, that it would not attract additional 
trade to any considerable extent, and that it would offer no inducement to the Imperial Authorities to 
subsidise the work. From the proprietors’ and merchants’ point of view, it must be notice d that 
although drogherage will be somewhat lessened, still droghers will be necessary in loading and 
unloading all vessels, as the report does not contemplate wharves with deep water alongside 

Reference is made to a probable lowering of freights consequent on the Commissioners improve
ments, but it appears to us that the new conveniences would be so slight that freights would 

hardly be affected, while we affirm with confidence that the predominant factor in raising or 
lowering freights is the volume of goods handled. Freights are low in Demerara and Trinidad, where a 
vessel can load an entire cargo with despatch. Among the smaller islands vessels must go from 
port to port in order to fill up, and in consequence freights rule high. Turning to the Governor’s 
Memorandum, it is obvious that a much more complete scheme is presented. If fully carri’d out, 
some of the advantages predicted by the Governor and Captain Alexander would no doubt accrue. 
It appears, however, taking the figures of the Commissioners’ Report as a basis of inference, that 
the cost of the larger scheme is much under-estimated. It is not clear on the face of the 
memorandum whether Mr. Moore s estimate includes the cost of dredging a passage through the 
bar to a depth of 30 feet, the provision of deep water space in the harbour beyond the deep water 
lanes alongside the proposed quays (an obvious ne essity), and the cleaning of the upper reaches 
proposed hy the Commissioners. It is difficult to see how these matters could be dispensed with, 
and equally difficult to see how an expenditure of £60,000 could cover them all. With respec t to 
the proposed Graving Dock, it appears that (without reliable figures in support 1 the idea is a 
speculative one. The burden of proof of something more than a probable pecuniary advantage 
seems to lie on the advisers of the necessary expenditure. Meanwhile, the history of the floating 
dock at St. Thomas is not encouraging. It is, perhaps, hardly necessary to add that, if St. John’s is 
to become a great trade emporium and distributing centre, and to possess the full harbour 
accommodation then required, a much larger expenditure than £125.000 would be necessarily 
incurred. In such a case unless the Imperial Government made St. John’s a naval and military 
station, the war risks of the community would be considerablv increased. With respect to both
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schemes, I am to suggest that certain consequential expenses are not noticed. Will not the 
construction of wharves and warehouses at Rat Island, and the discharge and loading of all large 
ships there, necessitate the removal of some at least of the Government buildings, and many of the 
merchants places of business to that spot? Has the question of the maintenance of the works 
been duly considered, and especially has proper allowance been made for the cost of the annual 
dredging required ? The harbour floor is soft mud and clay, and the channel through the bar will 
be liable to silt up rapidly from the same causes that formed the bar itself. Finally, I am respect
fully to urge on your Lordships’s consideration two arguments which seem of the greatest weight 
against the improvement schemes—firstly, that the benefits which may accrue from the proposed 
improvements will be enjoyed chiefly by the merchant community and the uiban population, while 
the burden of financial non-success must fall almost entirely on the struggling and heavily-weighted 
planting interest; and, secondly, the fact of the present acute depression of the colony which is 
such as to justify schemes of large financial responsibility only if they are practically certain of 
financial success. I am to submit that this practical certainty is far from being proved.”

(Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.
Beet Crops.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows :—

1888-89. 1887-88. 1886-87.
Germany .............. 975,000 959,166 1,012,968
Austria .............. 550,000 428,616 523,059
France .............. 475,ooo 392,824 485,739
Russia .............. 510,000 44b342 487,460
Belgium 140,000 140,742 135,755
Holland 45,000 39,280 36,098

Other Countries .............. 55,00° 49,980 49,127

Tons ... 2,750,000 2,451,950 2,730,206

General Stocks.—(Licht.) The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were in February +WW-
(including- floating cargoes), 1,046,158 tons, against 1,179,286 tons in 1888. In United States, 78,000 
against 104,630. Havana, 29,464 against 31,496- Floating to North America, so,6t6 against 18,107. 

Total Stocks, 1,204,238 against 1,333,5^9-

Sugar in Unzteo KiNGDOM.-Landings: 8 weeks, 128,696 tons, against 147,323 same period 
■1888; decrease 18,627. Deliveries: 126,224, against 114,721; increase 11,503. toccs: 154,193, 

against 217,827; deficiency 63,634.

Weather TELEGRAMS-Demerara, 23rd February, weather changeable slight showers Trinidad 
19th February, weather favourable ; 28th February, weather fine for harvesting. Ant.gua, 26th 
February, four inches of rain have fallen. Barbados, 27th February, good reaping weather.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

WM** SC rel-W » <*— ‘“d >« “' “ “L

Sub,of On. Guta.. up-rfd 
papers. Circular is supplied to present members r 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary.
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Sugar Bounties.—The following correspondence with Lord Salisbury is reportedMarch 
12,1889. My Lord Marquis,—I am requested to respectfully inform your Lordship that the West 
India Committee are looking forward with great anxiety to the Special Commission to be held in 
London in May next, for the purpose of considering the legislative proposals of the contracting 
countries, in accordance with the terms of the Sugar Bounties Convention. I am humbly to ask 
whether Her Majesty s Government will be, pleased, in due time, before the said Meeting, to 
introduce a Bill into Parliament for the purpose of obtaining the powers .necessary to enable the 
United Kingdom to fulfil its engagement under the .Convention. We venture to repeat to your 
Lordship that Her Majesty’s Government, having taken the leading part in this endeavour to bring 
about a settlement of the question, .such a course would be essential for the satisfaction of Foreign 
Governments, who are already engaged in preparing the measures which will become necessary 
under the scheme of the Convention, and who may possibly withdraw from further proceedings if 
the approaching Meeting were likely to, bp, rendered abortive by any delay in the expression of an 
opinion upcm. the subject by the British Parliament, As. an instance of the action now being taken 
by Foreign Governments, I beg to call your. Lpi;dslpp(’s attention, to the fact that the Bill for giving 
effect to the Sugar. Convention has b^en submitted to the Federal Council of Germany, by whom 
it ha^ been referred to, the Cprqmittee whom . it, concerns, and who were expected to proceed 
to an immediate decision . respecting it, I arm. to add that I am expressing the views 
ent^rtajiped in the XVe$t IqdiaColonies, when I .venture to inform your Lordship that.the 
present statq, of uncertainty, is. of serious de.t,rjment. to their interests, inasmuch as no new 
capital can bp. expended, or further enterprise undertaken until it becomes practically certain that 
the. Conygntipn will be carried out, so far as. any, action, on the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government and of, thp Brjtjsh Parliament is epneerped. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” 
“ M^rch K.. Sir,—I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury,to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant, expressing the hope of the. West India Committee that Her Majesty’s 
Government will introduce a Bill to enable them to give effect to the Sugar Bounties Convention 
before the meeting of. the Special Commission in May next. In reply I am to state to you, for the 
information of the Committee, that a Bill is in preparation, and will be shortly introduced into. 

Parliament, (Signpd) James Fergusson. ’

Mr. Gladstone.—The following letter from Mr. Gladstone to Mr. Tinne appeared in the 
Demerara Argosy of 13th October, 1888 London, 14th July, ’88. My deAr Sir,-Though I have 
taken a sincere interest in the controversy on the Sugar Bounties, I fear it is uncertain whether I 
can intervene in its remaining stages. After 55 years of public work, I ride at single anchor in the 
House of Commons, and perforce jet much go by which 20 or 30 years ago would not have escaped 
me. I hope the matter will come to a happy issue—Faithfully yours, (Signed) W. E. Gladstone.'

Rum Terms.—The Secretary will be glad to know the opinion of importers on the follow
ing “ 17 Great Tower-street, 7th March, 1889—The Chairman of the West India Committee-Dear



Sir-The decision of the West India Committee on the terms of discount on Rum to which the 

trade never assented, as you will find by my letter of 16th February, 1888, having worked in an 

unsatisfactory manner, I am requested by the members of the trade to ask you to make an appoint
ment to discuss the very moderate alteration necessary to permanently settle this question. am, 
etc. (signed) Arthur H. Robinson. The following is the letter referred to W dl you kindly 
convey to the Chairman and to the West India Committee my thanks to those of the oth. r Rum 
buyers for having acceded to our request (to a certain extern) and altered the terms of payment, but 
at the same time I regret that Lr simplification and convenience they were not arranged as 
suggestedin my letter to the Chairman, viz., 2| per cent, discount within 14 days, no further discount 

given nor interest charged for that term.

British Guiana.-- A meeting of Proprietors took place on February 28. The following 
Minute was sent to the Planters’ Association. Papers laid on table were A letter from the 

British Guiana Planters’ Association, dated 1st February, enclosing documents as follows: 
Printed copy of letter addressed by the Government Secretary to the Planters’ Association, dated 
23rd January. 1889, with regard to the utilisation of the Estates Hospitals for the outside popula
tion. ;2.) A Circular issued by the Planters’ Association dated 29th January, 1889, asking 
(1) Whether Proprietors would be willing to extend Hospital accommodation to all classes of the 
community on payment being made'by the Government at the rate of 50 cents ( fifty Cents 1 pur diem 
per adult, for persons other than residents on their Estates. (2) With the present Hospital on 
plantation—how many beds would be at the service of the Government for people living off the 
Estate. Letter from Messrs. Sandbach, Tinne & Co., of Liverpool, upon the above papers. It 
was'Resolved unanimously that the Proprietors would not approve of the Estates Hospitals being 
taken over by the Government. It was, however, Resolved that the proposal of the Government 
asking for accommodation at the Estates Hospital should be met as far as possible under certain 
restrictions. The Proprietors would be glad to meet the views of the Government in the matter as 
far as possible. It was decided, first, to ask the Government to formulate definitely their proposals, 
especially as to the amount of accommodation required, and also requiring them to explain what 
would be the effect of an outbreak in the villages of cholera or small-pox upon the accommodation 
of the Estates Hospitals. No separate wards to be provided and no patients with 
infectious diseases to be received, except under special arrangements with the Government. 
The letter of Messrs. Sandbach, Tinne & Co., was generally concurred in, and it was felt all the 
more necessary to invite the Government to make a definite proposition. Questions of cost arose, 
and it was decided that there should be a limitation of the number of beds placed at the disposal 
of the Government—say four or five beds. An opinion was expressed that it might possibly be 
better for the Government to pay a sum per bed for a prescribed accommodation for the year. 
Where there are large local centres in which there are large village populations, the general 
opinion was that the Government should undertake their own hospital accommodation without 
drawing upon the Estates, and that the Estates would give any supplementary accommodation that 
might be required. With regard to the preliminary ste^ suggested by the Government, that 
Government medical officers should attend on Certain days, at fixed hours, at convenient stations, 
the Proprietors of Estates would be willing generally to co-dperate with the Government by 
allowing their hospitals to be included in such a system. The question of the sufficiency of the 
payment of 50 cents a patient per day was mentioned, also whether in view of the concession the 
Planters are thus disposed to make for the advantage of the community, Government might not be



t0 ma^e some concession such as the taking- over the roads, &c. No definite 
Was cOme t0 on these points. A member sug-gested that in the case of outside people

' e Vt *n estates hospitalsit will be necessary, to prevent great inconvenience arising, to 
place restrictions upon the number of visitors to patients.

Jamaica Immigration. It is proposed to write to Lord Knutsford on the following points : — 
To ask what prospect there is of organising the scheme for introducing labourers from Barbados ; 
to object to the heavy charge of £40 for every Coolie immigrant allotted to an employer ; to point 
out that anything above £20 would be prohibitory; and to show that the cost of staff, viz., 
£17 6s. 8d. per Coolie, is altogether out of the question, and that no such addition to the present 
staff would be requisite.

St. Kitts.—A letter to Colonial Office has been prepared in continuation of correspondence 
previously reported, regarding expenditure in this island.

Beet Statistics.—Mr. Licht’s Monthly Report for March is not yet published.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 10 weeks, 170,844 tons, against 180,262 same period, 
1888; decrease, 9,418. Deliveries, 172,011, against 146,980; increase, 25,031. Stocks, 150,554, 

against 218,507; deficiency, 67,953.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, 14th March, weather too dry. Trinidad, 3rd March, 
weather favourable; 12th March, weather favourable; 13th March, weather fine for harvesting.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary,

Imformation, corrections. &c, relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present members free. Members receivmg Telegraph,c adv.ces 

with regard to weather are requested to inform the secretary.
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West India Committee,
Billiter House, Billtter Street London, E.C.

' ovBd oJ aiseqq.fi boouboiln: 1 5^ 1SS9.

Sugar Convention.—This question has now reached a very important stage, the Bill to enable 
the Queen to issue an Order in Council to carry out the provisions of the Convention having been 
read a first time without a division. Among the names on the back of the Bill is th A of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who said, a few weeks ago, that he intended to advocate it on b ree 
Trade principles. The speech delivered by Baron deWorms in introducing the Bill was an excellent 
one, and appeared to create a great impression upon a full House. Of course; the redliy crucial 
stage will be the second reading, some time at the end of May or in June, when an elaborate debate 
and division are expected. At present sufficient has been done on th£ part of Her Majesty’s 
Government to satisfy the requirements of the Convention, in view of the meeting ot the Special 
Commission a few weeks hence. These Parliamentary proceedings have necessarily entailed 
great and anxious labour upon the Chairman, Members and Secretary of the West India Committee. 
A very large number of printed.documents have been prepared and distributed in support of the 
Convention with, so far as can be ascertained, very good results. Renewed and even more 
energetic efforts will be necessary during the next few weeks to encounter the opposition which is 
being developed against the Convention, and to keep public opinion alive to the soundness and 
justice of the case. An excellent and influential meeting was held at Derby on the toth instant, the

esolutions and speeches being calculated to impress and inform public opinion on the question, 
eciallyamong the working classes.

Bri a t Guiana.;—A very representative Meeting of Proprietors was held at this office on 
hich general regret was expressed at the resignation of Mr. Cox, the Inspector 

G. eral O' It was decided to submit to the Secretary of State the views of the Proprietors
in regard to npointment. A letter has accordingly been addressed to Lord Knutsford
which at preset dd be premature to print. A copy has of course been forwarded con
fidentially to the ’ Association, and, can be seen at this office by any Member of the
Committee.

Antigua.—A lett< m received from the Secretary ot State, dated March 20th, in

reply to the Committee’s i 
Board of Admiralty, the schc 
has been laid before the Leg.

February 19th. It announces “ that after considering, with the
•e improvement of the harbour of St- John’s, Antigua, which 

ouncil of the Presidency, ^>is Lordship has informed the
Governor of the Leeward Islano 
construction of a graving dock, but

does not consider it advisable to embark upon the 
' prepared to consider favourably the proposal for

deepening the harbour and constructing 
Governor’s message to the Legislative Co 
the above reply were sent immediately on its 
mittee moved in the matter. As they have no

Rat Island, as suggested in paragraph 10 of the 
’itigua, of the 30th October, 18S8/’ Copies of 

the gentlemen at whose request the Com- 
any further action, it may be concluded

they do not wish the correspondence to be con At the same time, as the Government,
from the above letter, appear to regard the quest as one of Imperial concern, it might be 
reasonably expected that part, at least, of the cost should be defrayed by the Imperial. Treasury, 
and that the whole of the expense should not become a burden upon the Colony.

aiseqq.fi
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Indian Immigrants in British Guiana.-A set of interesting returns have been. received 

from the Colony on this subject. The indentured population has gradually
1867, while the number of unindentured people living on Estates has been cons y 

In 1887, out of a total estimated Coolie population of 102,746, 53,057 WW
on Estates and 17,770 indentured. The total number of Coolies introduced appeals to have been, 
up to 1888, 158,510. The number of return passages claimed has been 28,393, and t... numb, r of 

• passports granted 1,206, making a total of departures of 29 599. In ten years, from ; 7 . to 1S88, 

the number ofpeople born in the Colony, of Indian parentage, who went to In ba m t 
ships was 3,350 or 22 per cent, of the total number of souls embarked : d lor
Besides the above there are two interesting returns, which need not be printed . .................. of them

giving an account up to 1888 of the 7,500 people introduced in the year 1^73.

Rum Terms.—A further letter has been received from Mr. Robinson, urging on I, half of the 
rum buyers that the Committee should re-consider the terms of sale which were sett. 1 last year. ,

Sugar Supply.—In Messrs. H. Clark & Co.’s Circular, date-1 April 8th, it ' - d that 
instead of large imports, which were looked for during the remainder of the s ason, the supply 
will be insufficient. A sharp rise in price has taken place inconsequence. Consumpt ion has out- 
taken production. The action of the Trust in the United States has caused the Sto k : ■ . <• to run 
too low. The supply of beet in Germany on the ist April was 220,000 tons, or 4* tons k-ssthan -it 
same time last year. Imports into Liverpool from Brazil, which in the first thr months of last 
year were 52,000 tons, amount this year to only 20,000 tons, and the Brazil crop is practically 
finished. For the next six months Great Britain will be mainly dependent on car. . and smaller 
supplies are expected from many quarters. The United States, with their increasing consumption, 
will feel the dearth of supply tor many months, and will influence European mark, is by drawing 
supplies from all quarters. The stocks in America equal about three weeks’ consumption. The 
sugar afloat from the East to March 31st was 63,170, against 116,380 last year. Th< \ supply 
of sugar in Europe is 865,030 tons, against 995,000. The stocks in United Stab-, including 
refiners’ stocks, were (April 4th) 47,000, against 130,000. Stocks in Havana, 67,00 c against 62,00a 
With the above 63,000 afloat from the East, the visible supply is 1,042.000, against 1 303,000. The 
principal cane sugar crops for 1888-9 are estimated at 2,347,000, against 1887-8, 2,540.000; beet, 
2,725,000, against 2,451,900. The combined cane and beet crops for 1888-9 are thus 5.072,000, 
against previous year (1887-8), 4,991,900.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 
last year; decrease 7,782. Deliveries, 245,376, 
against 228,608 ; deficiency 74,486.

14 weeks, 247,777 tons, against 255,559 same period 
against 212,176; increase 33,200. Stocks, 154,122,

Weather TELEGRAMs.-Demerara, 28th March, weather too dry, rain much wanted; 5th 
April, rain has fallen slightly. Trinidad, 26th March, weather favourable 27th Much weather 
fine for harvesting; 9th April, weather favourable ; ,oth April, weather fine for harvesting. 
Barbados, 19th March, slow reaping weather.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary,

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Seer t n v Also, 
Subscnpbons of One Gmnea and upwards, entifling subscriber to Circular for a year and other 
papers. Circular .s supplied to present Members free. Members receiving Telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. ieicsrapmc ao .
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West India Committee,

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C.

i $th May 1889.

West India Committee.—Owing to extreme pressure of work, caused by tne critical stage 
which the Bounty question has now reached, it has been impossible to devote that constant attention 
to other matters connected with the Colonies which their importance demands. It is hoped, how
ever, that in a very short time, the regular meetings of the Committee will be resumed, and various 
points relating to particular Colonies adequately considered.

The Sugar Convention Bill.—Since the first reading of the Bill an opposition has sprung up 
of a most misleading character, which the British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association have made 
every effort to correct. Further steps are about to be taken, by means of public meetings and 
leaflets, to disseminate sound views upon the question, and to support the Government and induce 
them to carry the Bill through. In the meantfme an important statement is to be made by the 
leader of the House of Commons to-day (13th), explaining the intentions of the Government. The 
International Commission, to discuss the laws proposed by the different countries, is now sitting in 
London.

British Guiana.—A reply to a question in the House of Commons, given by the Under
secretary of State for the Colonies, indicates that the subject of the amendment of the Constitution 
of British Guiana is still under consideration at the Colonial Office. The question was asked by 
Mr. Pease without any communication from anyone practically interested in the Colony.

Trinidad.—The Committee will be glad to receive any expression of opinion respecting the 
published despatch of Lord K.nutsford as to an amendment of the Constitution of Trinidad. The 
principal alteration appears to be that, while the present system of official and nominated members 
is to remain, the nominated members are to be appointed only for a term of years, instead of for an 
indefinite period or practically for life. The Committee have not taken any part either for or 

against such change.

Jamaica Railway.—Papers have been received containing despatches on this subject and 
copy of Contract made by the Jamaica Government with an American Syndicate for the purchase 
and extension of the Railway. These arrangements are necessarily subject to the passing of a 

Law by the Legislative Council.

Sugar —Prices still rule high. No sign is yet apparent of consumption being checked. 
There appears still a prospect of short supplies during the next three months. Tnere is no doubt 
of a considerable deficiency in the crops of Cuba and Brazil. The weather is favourable for the 
Beet sowings which are now very general and will be soon completed. Some estimates give 
2,860,000 tons as the figure of the next crop, being about 240,000 tons in excess of the last one. 
Stocks remain unusually low in the United States, and indeed all authorities agree in anticipating 
an unparalleled general scarcity in the summer and early autumn. The stocks in Europe, United 
States and Havana, including floating cargoes from the East, make up, at the present time a visible 
supply of 949,000 tons against 1,278,000 tons last year. Mr. Licht’s Estimate of Beet crop of 1888-9 

is 2,725,000 tons.
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Sugar in United KiNGDOM.-Landings, 18 weeks, >90,188 tons, against . 

last year; decrease 14,432. Deliveries, 3 14,736, against 283,161 . increase >i 575- 

against 236,684 ; deficiency 79,512.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, 20th April, fine . ains have fallen generails - n • 15th inst.: 

23rd April, heavy rains, beneficial to cultivation ; 26th April, rainy season ha^ v t i rain
has fallen heavily. Trinidad, i6th April, weather favourable; 23rd April. .cable;
24th April, weather fine for harvesting; 7th May, weather favourable. Barbados ■ • 1 reap

ing weather.
-k J . / bnc Jiomugoi od Iliw ooilimmoO um JAMES L. OHLSON. Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c.. relating to this Circular should be sent to the S< (i :.irv Also. 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for <t . ■ and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving t : . l\ices
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary
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West India Committee,
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Sugar Convention Bill.—A great deal of progress has been made during the last month 
in distributing information upon this question, and ;it' is generally felt that public opinion is 
becoming much more favourable to the policy of Her Majesty's Government upon the sugar 
question. The Anti-Bounty Association have been indefatigable in their endeavours to this 
end, and their Secretary will be glad to forward the Association’s papers to any who have not 
yet seen them. uomo nobos sdsJ oJ isdJstfw obioab bliiow yorfj bus aoJJimmoO jsibnl j^oW orfi yd

West India Telegraph.—The Committee hdve had pleasure in receiving a letter 
from the West India & Panama Telegraph Company, dated 4th June, as follows:—“ Owing to - "J 
the representations made by our Chairman when in New York to the International Company, as 
well as to the 1 Cuba Company here, ’both companies have agreed to rediice their rates-'for 
messages between the West Indies and the United States and Europe by 21 cents per word, on 
the understanding that the International Telegraph Convention mode of counting, adopted all 
over the world, be put in force. The*&ftfydifferences between our mode df counting and that of 

the Convention is that we have allowed the public to send cypher messages, counting five figures 
to a word, and charging a rate and a half, whilst by the Convention three figures to. a word and no 
extra half ra^ds the rule. The other difference is that we allow seven syllables as the length of 
a word, whilst thefConvention permits of only ten letters, but inasmuch.as all..codes are arranged 
for a ten letterdiihftt it practically makes no difference. You will perceive .tuat by the adoption 
of this one uniform system of counting words, much confusion and uncertainty will b.e obviated by 
having only one rule throughout, instead of two rules for counting the same messageas at present.
All the West India Colonies have' Agreed to the Tjew method of counting.

O8s\Q£ OOO,^ OOOA£

.muiglocl
. bnsIIoH

British Guiana.—The following letter has been received from the Colonial ‘Office, tinted 
18th May, l§8p :—“The Ch^man :;Sir,—I directe^.by Lord Knutsford to inform you, in reply
to your letter of the 28th of March last, that his Lordship has selected Colonel the Honourable 
R. S. Cotton for the appointment of Inspector-General of Police for British Guiana. (Signed), 

^nimnofii) 0881 m w sqoifia ni arfboJa yMiaiv-qrn J.Jrr
Edward Wingfield.” Colonel Cotton is expected to proceed by this mail.

JzniBgs tooot^ ^aJsfd PsimlTni .P88f ni ?noJ J/nings ^noJ 04 £. (aoo^iBO -gmJsott
. .dj£j£ Janurgs ,££8^ ^hsmA rijioZ oJ ^niJLoPI .£^11 Janises.,£0^ip .£££

Trinidad. The Secretary will be glad if any correspondent ip Trinidad, will supply him 
with information regarding the Ordinance recently passed relating to real property, especially 

as tO ax/

>T

' St. Kitts.—With regard to the proposed expenditure on the Treasury Buildings in St. 
Kitts, the Secretary is informed by Proprietors connected with that Colony that while no doubt 
a limited amoip^mjght wph be spent in provid^g^^^ that the pro
posals of the Gover^nt jn regard to a large expto the copdition 

and interests of the ^qjp^ny. . ... mi .mm':.<■ l / i
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□ I^A^Falmouth. Harbour Water Fees |W^pping.-Ship owners in Glasgow, trading 
between the United Kingdon and Jamaica, have called the attention of the West Indta Comm.ttee 
to the continued imposition by the Falmouth Water Company of fees on shipptng at 3fd. per 
registered ton. The Falmouth Water Company is a chartered company dating from theend of the 
last century. Steamers now call at the port and may or may not derive any benefit from the water 
workfoi The representadvesrof.thfe ^ have therefore asked tl?e ^est
India Committee to move the Colonial Office to take measures to relieve shipping visiting Falmouth 
Harbour from this tax. The Secretary pointed out in reply that he thought it wouid be better, as 
an Ordinance would have to be passed altering the conditions, t.iatthe initiative should comejfrum 
those interested in the matter in the Colony itself. The question would then be formally considered 

by the West India Committee and they would decide whether to take action or nor.

Beet Prospects.—The weather is suitable for the Beet Crop, although possibly there is 

too much rain. The excessive humidity favours the ravages of the insects. In France 5 per cent, 
more has been sown than last year, some of which would be necessary for distilling purposes. 
In Germany and Austria-Hungary the delay at the begining of the season has been more than 
compensated for by the subsequent growth. The augmentation in the sowings for the whole of 
Europe is stated at 7J per cent, or 205,000 tons of. sugar all round. This augmentation will 
have very little effect, considering the general depletion of stocks.

m^ri ovfl ^nbfwoo ^e'gsaaom isriq^o bnoa oi oildk 
Beet Crops.—Mr. Licht estimates as follows:—
Lionel erii as aeldsllya nevea woifc 1889-90. 1888-89. 1887-88.
Germany ... .............. 1,080,000 990,000 959,166
Austria.......................... 630,000 525,000 428,616; n 61 S ’£01

France ... 520,000 470,000 392,824 .
Russia ....................... 535,000 510,000 44L342 nivSB

Belgium... ... ... 145,000 140,000 140,742 odi HA

Holland..................................... 47,000 45,000 39,280
Other Countries .............. 58,000 diol -gni^5,ooo 49,980
n ni rmblni oj biolaiunJX bio
siuonoH erii hnoioD beioelea asd

Tons 3,015,000 
qirfabiod aid isdi

2,735,000 
rioislZ lo fij-

2,45L95O

General Stocks. (Licht.) The visible stocks in Europe were in May, 1889 (including 
floating cargoes) 697,346 tons, against 928,394 tons in 1888. In United States, 75,000, against 
180,332. Havanna, 94,392, against 114,422. Floating to North America, 39,823, against 23,256. 
Total Stocks, 906,561, against 1,246,404.

yllsbeqaa .yiioqoiq Isoi oi ■gnbrJoi beaasq vbaeoei eonsnibiO •< i -

Visible Supplies and Prices.—The present rise in the price of sugar has been brought 
about by a deficiency in the supply. The figures of the visible supply of the world, i.e., of the 
known stocks m Europe and the United States, and what is known to be afloat, show this very 
clearly.

On the 23rd of May, this supply amounts to 
Last year, 1888, at the same date, it was .......................... *

In 1887, at the same date, it was
In 1886

884,000 tons.
1,133,000 „
1,221,000 ’dJ ■■

1,324,000 „
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it will thus be seen that the supply of sugar for each of the last three years has been below the 
consumption, and stocks are now so low that they are hardly sufficient, in addition to what is still 
likely to come forward, to last the world up to the new Beetroot Crop.

Visible supply, ist May, 1888............................................... 1,133,000 tons.
30th October, 1888................................................ 350,000 „

Reduction .............. 783,000 „
If supply and consumption this year are the same as last year, the result will be

Visible supply, 1 st May, 1889................................................ 884,000 tons.
Reduction, as above ........................................................... 783,000 „

Apparent supply, 30th October................................................ 101,000 „
but, as far as is known, supply this year is likely to be less—up to October next—than last year, 
whilst consumption is larger. Such a stock as the above figures would lead one to expect is 
practically impossible, and, unless consumption is checked by a high price, it is not easy to see 
how it is to be increased. It will therefore be seen that the statistical position amply accounts for 

the rise in price.
For the last four years the beet crops have been as follows, according to M. Licht 

Circulars: —
1885-86. 1886-87. 1887-88. 1888-89.

Tons 2,137,351 2,733,900 2,451,900 2,735,000
and the cane sugar production, from Messrs. Clark & Co.’s Circulars :—

1885-86. 1886-87. 1887-88. 1888-89.
Tons 2.339,950 2,345,550 2,465,000 2,263,000.

Sugar in United KiNGDOM.-Landings, 22 weeks, 396,427 tons, against 417.889 same period 
last year; decrease 21,462. Deliveries, 391,812, against 356,485 ; increase 35,327. Stocks, 156,325 

against 246,629; deficiency 90,304.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, 4thJune, weather dry; 6th June, heavy rains, beneficial 
to cultivation. Trinidad, 21st May, weather favourable; 28th May, weather middling. Barbados 

28th May, slow reaping weather caused by light winds.

JAMES L. OHLSON. Secretary.

T f n rpUtinP* to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also,
Infomiation, corrections, &c., relahng to t for a year and other

Subscriptions of One Guinea and “P^6"^ Members reiving telegraphic advices 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members ir 
with regard to weather are requested to inform tee y



CONFIDENTIAL.] [CIRCULAR No. 41.

West India Committee,

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C.

8tk July, 1889.

Sugar-Cane from Seed.—At a meeting of the West India Committee held on the 4th of July, 
the following letters were reported and approved. “West India Committee to Lord Knutsford, 28th 
June, 1889: -My Lord,—We had the honour of addressing the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Earl Granville, in the year 1886, suggesting that the attention of the Governors of the West India 
Colonies might be called to the desirability of utilising to a greater extent the Botanic Gardens in 
those Colonies with the view of improving the Sugar-cane by means of careful observation of and 
selection from the varieties of Cane by the Government Botanists. We have been gratified to 
observe that the result of our calling attention to this important matter has been the collection of 
information of some practical usefulness to planters. We were particularly interested in the 
Report from Barbados, which your Lordship was good enough to forward to us in the early part of 
this year, in which a record was given of the experiments carried on in that Island to propagate 
Sugar-cane from seed. These experiments open up the possibility of improving the Cane, and 
have an important bearing upon the future of the Sugar Colonies. We are also much indebted to 
the authorities of the Royal Gardens at Kew for the encouragement which they have given to these 
experiments. We would venture further to respectfully request that your Lordship would be 
pleased to call the attention of the Governors of the Colonies to what has been done in this matter 
of growing Sugar-cane from seed, with the view of obtaining similar experiments in all the 
Botanic Gardens of the West Indies, and of making the seedlings available to planters. (Signed). 
N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

“West India Committee to Lord Knutsford, 4th July, 1889:—My Lord—With reference to the 
letter which we had the honour to address to your Lordship on the 28th ultimo, respecting the 
experiments in connection with the propagation of Sugar-cane from seed, we desire to add that 
the important discovery which has been made in Barbados has caused the greatest possible interest, 
and that the public spirit of the Legislature of the Island in making an annual grant for the 
purpose of these experiments is in the highest degree to be commended. The object of this 
supplementary letter, is to ask your Lordship if you would be good enough to communicate 
especially with the Governor of Barbados, to inform him of the great interest which is felt in our 
Sugar Colonies in these matters and the importance of continuing, at all events for some further time, 
the financial support which has been given to them during the last two or three years. So much 
importance is attached to this question and to a further practical issue of the experiments that we 
trust your Lordship will pardon our troubling you again upon this matter. We would wish to add 
our opinion that great credit is due to Professor Harrison, for his persevering experiments with 
Sugar-cane which have led to a discovery which is likely to be of very considerable importance. 
(Signed), N. Lubbock, Chairman.” (Professor John B. Harrison, whose services are referred to in 
the above letter is described as follows in the Colonial Office ListScholar Christ’s Coll... Camb., 
BA (Nat. Sc. Tripos) 1887; M.A. 1887; Professor of Chemistry and Agricultural Science, 
Barbados, Sept., 1879; also Science Master, Harrison Coll, and Chemist to the General Agric. Soc.j
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The Sugar Question.—The Government intend to drop the Sugar Bounties Bill fbr this Session. 
It is possible that some discussion may take place upon the resolution for the discharge of the Bill, 
but it is not likely that the question will be discussed upon its merits. It is hoped that the Govern
ment will re-introduce the Bill early next Session. In the meantime Branch Associations of the 
British and Colonial Anti-Bounty Association are to be formed in Liverpool, Greenock, Derby, and 
Bristol. A meeting is to be held at this office on Thursday next, the I ith July, at 3 o’clock, at which 
all interested in this question are requested to be present whether formal invitation has been for
warded or not. The Committee have observed with much satisfaction the speech delivered on this 
question by the Right Hon. C. T. Ritchie, M.P., on the 26th June. Authorised copies of the speech 
may be obtained at this office, where also copied may be obtained of an important pamphlet 

recently published by Dr. Herbertz, of Berlin.

Troops, in Colonies.—The following statement was made by the Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies in the House of Commons, on the 24th of June:—“The transfer to Barbados of the one 
company of Infantry which had been stationed in Trinidad is a part of the arrangements 
considered most expedient for the defence of the West Indian Colonies generally. A small force 

is at present stationed in British Guiana, and her Majesty’s Government do not think it necessary 
at the present time to retain any troops in Trinidad.” It is understood tnat the above statement 
has been received with great dissatisfactton in Trinidad. A meeting is to be held at this Office 

on Friday next the 12th inst., at 3 o’clock, to consider the whole question of the retention of troops 

in the Colonies.

The Jamaica Government Railway.—The following statement was made by the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies in the House of Commons, on the 27th June “ In order to secure the 
extensions, which were so much needed, of the existing Jamaica Government Railway, an agree
ment has been made ou behalf of the Government of Jamaica, subject to confirmation by the 

Legislative Council, with an American syndicate for the sale of the Government Railway to a 
company to be incorporated in Jamaica and for the construction of the required extensions of the 
railway. The railway is in a flourishing condition,'and is earning sufficient to pay its working 
expenses and the interest, and 1 per cent, sinking fund on the railway loan. The Iiovernment is 
receive from the company £100,000 cash and £700,000 second mortgage bonds, bearing 4 Per 
cent, interest, payable after payment of the 4 per cent, interest on the first mortgage bonds to be 
issued to provide for the cost of the extensions, which will ultimately amount to* £*,500,000. The 

promoters are to pay £100,000 for £100,000 second mortgage bonds. They are also, as part of 

the general arrangements, to receive the same amount of ordinary stock of the company and a 
square mile of land tor every mile of the extension. In the event of the company failing to pay the 
interest on the mortgage bonds or to maintain and work the railway, including the extensions, in 
accordance with the agreement, it may be wound up, and in that case the Government are to take 
over the railway and extensions and issue to the bondholders £100 « per cent. Government stock 
:m exchange for each £too of first mortgage bonds. In that event the Government will have 
incurred an addition to the public debt of £.,500,000, and will have to look to the earnings of the 
railway and extensions to provide for the interest. The Secretary of State has not been official 
informed of the confirmation of the agreement, but he learns from the Colonial newspapers that 

een confirmed by the Legislative Council, subject to some modificatio'ns. He awaits the 
overnor s report and the law which will have to be enacted to give effect to the agreement; Wb
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the ‘he besubmitted to
the consideration of the constituenc.es, Other statements were subsequently made as follows -

The question practically before the Secretary of State with regard to the sale of the Jamaica 
Government Railway was whether there was anything in this scheme which rendered it meumhent 
upon him to interfere with the decision in regard to it of the Legislative Council, which 
under the new constitution, has, with few exceptions, the control of all financial measures J 
and after very full examination of the. scheme and making considerable modifications in it he con
sidered that it was one which might be submitted to the Legislative Council for their deci sion Her 
Majesty’s Government, therefore, do not intend to submit the scheme to any further examination in 
this country. Papers will b.? presented to Parliament when they are more complete than at present.” 
‘‘The event in which the Colonial Government would have to give the bondholders Government 
Stock, in lieu of their mortgage bonds is the winding up of the company and the forfeiture of their 
property to tne Government. Such an event would not be advantageous to the company, however 
it might affect the interests of the bondholders. It is calculated that the completed line would be 
fully worth to the island the amount of Government Stock which would have 10 be assigned to 
holders of the company’s bonds in the event of the company being wound up.” ‘ The Government 
Stock will be chargeable on the general revenues of the Colony and not contingent only on the profits 
of the railway. This applies equally to the principal and interest of the Stock.”

Colonial Bank.—The following is an extract from the report of the Colonial Bank, presented 
at the meeting on tne 4th July The season throughout the British West Indies has been, on the 
whole, favourable, and although the Sugar Crop now being reaped is estimated to yield 10 per cent, 
less than that of 1888, the increased value should more than compensate planters for any deficiency. 
The rise in prices is too recent to have had any influence upon the business of the Bank during the 
period covered by the accounts now placed before the shareholders, but may be expected to have a 
beneficial effect hereafter. The Sugar Convention Bill has been withdrawn for the present, but 
there is good reason to anticipate that the terms of the Convention will be carried out, the Govern
ments of tho>e countries chiefly interested in the question having now been made fully aware of the 
serious burden which the fiscally unbound practice of giving Bounties on exports imposes upon them.
During the present Parliamentary Session no progress has been made with the Bill for modification 

charter, and contrary to expectation, the appeal in the suit ‘ Williams v. Colonialof the Bank’^
Bank’ has not yet come before the House of Lords. The directors have recently opened an 
agency of the Bank at St. Pierre, Martinique, which so far as they can judge promises well.” 
The Chairman in addressing the meeting spoke as follows with regard to Sugar “ I may tell you 
that the rise in the price of Sugar, from the 31st of December, amounts to fully £10 per ton of 
Sugar, and that it took place at a time most favourable for the realisation of the crops in the West 
Indian Islands, though Demerara has not benefitted so materially, as the bulk of the Demerara crop 
had changed hands before the rise took place; still, I think upon a very moderate computation, we 
may say that the planters in the islands have realised on an average from £6 to £7 more per ton 
than they did for the previous crop, and that the Demerara crop realised about £2 more per ton 
on an average. This means a difference in the pockets of the planters of between 1} and i| 
millions sterling, which you will appreciate is a very large amount in a small community and means 
a difference to the planters between prosperity and comparative adversity. And I thmk tha what 
we have most to congratulate all connected with the West Indies upon is that this rise has be 
produced entirely by natural causes, the increase of consumption over production ; and, inasmuc

constituenc.es
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as, as far as we can judge, we shall not have any excessive supply for some time to come, there is 
every probability of remunerative prices ruling for some considerable time. The principal danger 
which suggests itself to our minds is that the relatively high prices may check the consumption. 
That is the only danger we see at present. Now. there is no doubt that the West Indies are able to 
produce sugar under more favourable circumstances, and more economically than they did when the 
crisis set in about four years ago. They are also less absolutely dependent upon the production of 
sugar than they- were. The production of cocoa and coffee, and of spices, and fruit particularly, and 
dye-woods, increases steadily, and I think I may say even more emphatically than I did in January— 
and my colleagues agree with me in that opinion—that the prospects for the British West Indies 
and, therefore, for this Bank, are more favourable than they have been for many years.’

Colonial Company, Limited.—It is announced that this Company has just completed the pay
ment of one whole year’s arrears on its Preference Shares.

Governor of Trinidad. — Sir William Robinson is now in London.

The International Sugar Syndicate, Limited.—Some papers have been forwarded to the 
Committee, but as they do not give any particulars or names of the promoters it is impossible to 
attach any importance to the movement. The Syndicate are issuing invitations to an International 
Meeting of Sugar Manufacturers and Renners, to be held at the Grand Hotel, Brussels, on Monday 
the 15th July, but no information is given as to who are likely to be present. The papers can be 
seen by members at this office.

Changes in Firms.—The following letter has been received from Messrs. R. & T. Neave:— 
We beg to inform you that the partnership between Mr. Edward Strangways Neave and Mr. Arthur 
Morier Lee, the present partners in the firm of R. & T. Neave, will be dissolved on 30th June inst., 
by mutual consent. The whole of the West Indian business of the late firm will be taken over by 
Mr. Lee, and will in future be carried on by him, in partnership with Mr. Alexander Crerar (for 
several years manager with Messrs. James Ewing & Co., of Glasgow, West India Merchants), 
under the style of Lee. Crerar & Co., at 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, E.C., as West India and 
General Merchants. Mr. E. S. Neave, will in future continue to carry on business, in partnership 
with his brother, Mr. Sheffield Neave (who will rejoin him as formerly) under the old style of R- & 
T. Neave, at the above address. Mr. E. S. Neave, trading as R. & T. Neave, will assume the 
liabilities and collect the debts of the late firm.”

Beet Prospects. I he weather in June upon the Continent was exceedinglv warm, to the 
advantage of the Beet, especially in Germany. In Austria and Hungary complaints are made of 
too much dryness. In France the state of the Beet fields is fairly satisfactory. The same reports 
are issued as to Belgium and Holland. In Russia the weather is exceptionally hot and dry. In 
the present month (July) the weather continues hot and dry, and on the whole in all the Continental 
countries satisfaction appears to be expressed with regard to the crop just planted.



Beet Crops.—Mr. Licht estimates 22nd June as follows :

Germany' ... 
Austria 
France 
Russia 
Belgium

1889-90. 
1,030,000 
630,000 
495,ooo 

.............. 535,ooo 
145,000

1888-89. 
990,000 
525,000 
470,000 
5 10,000 
140,000

1887-88:
959366
428,616
392,824

44L342
140,742

Holland 47,000 45,ooo 39,280
Other Countries ... 58,000 55,ooo 49,980

Tons 2,940,000 2,735,ooo 2,45b95o
The above estimates for 1889-90 show a reduction as compared with previous estimates of 75,000 
tons.

General Stocks—(Licht.)—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were in June, 1889 (including 
floating cargoes), 562,288 tons, against 850,329 tons in 1888: in United States, 102,000. against 
194.958; Havana, 79,248, against 88,704 ; floating to North America, 55,11 o, against 32.446. Total 
stocks, 798,646, against 1,166,437.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landing, 26 weeks, 465,024 tons, against 497,532 same period 
last year; decrease 32,508. Deliveries 467,090, against 424,256; increase 42,834. Stocks. 149,654. 
against 258,501; deficiency 108,847.

Weather Telegrams.—Barbados, 25th June, fine rains throughout the Island ; Sth July. good, 
showers generally throughout the Island. Demerara, July 6th, weather continues wet.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 

with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary'.



CONFIDENTIAL.] [CIRCULAR No. 42.

West India Committee, 
fl ( UiT’niO. I TjJOV > r

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C.

^th August, 1889.

Sugar-cane from Seed.—The Secretary of State sends the following' reply (dated 10th 
July) to the two letters printed in last Circular on this important subject: “The Chairman. -Sir, 
I am directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of the 28th ultimo and 4th instant, respecting the experiments recently conducted in Barbados, in 
the cultivation of the Sugar-cane; and to inform you that an extract from your first letter and a 
copy of your second have been sent to the Governors of Jamaica, Trinidad, and British Guiana; 
while a copy of the second has also been sent to the Governor of Barbados for his consideration. 
(Signed) Robert G. W. Herbert.”

Sugar-cane Disease in the East.—The following letter was addressed to Secretary of Statu 
on 17 July, 1889:—“My Lord, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Robert 
Herbert’s letter of the 10th July, written by your Lordships direction, informing us that extracts of 
our letter of the 28th June on the cultivation of the Sugar-cane and copies of our letter on the same 
subject dated 4th July have been sent to the Governors of Jamaica, Trinidad, British Guiana, and 
Barbados. We have to thank your Lordship for the action which you have taken, and we now 
venture to trouble you upon another matter respecting which we would respectfully ask that you 
would be pleased to take similar action. From a recent visit to Java by Mr. Quintin Hogg, it is 
evident that a disease of the Sugar-cane is seriously affecting the crops of that country. This 
disease is called Sereh and is extremely infectious and threatens to ravage the whole Island. It is 
also reported, although we have at present no proof of it, that this disease exists in Mauritius. In 
many districts of Java every cane top has to be imported from Borneo and elsewhere and some 
estates visited by Mr. Hogg were spending £5,000 annually in this way. Even imp. rted cane tops 
only yielded a single crop, all the tops and stools resulting therefrom requiring to be destroyed. 
The disease is so virulent that one or two diseased canes will infect and ruin the whole of the cane 
piece. When it is remembered that the coffee leaf disease destroyed the whole coffee industry of 
Ceylon, it is most desirable that a similar cane disease, having the same disastrous effect should be 
prevented from approaching the West Indies. I am therefore requested to ask your Lordship to 
be good enough, in connexion with this impQrtant matter, to communicate with the ( 1 wernors of the 
Colonies so that the Botanical Gardens should not import for experiments or otherwise any canes

coming from the East. A single diseased cane is sufficient to do irreparable mischief. The marks
of the disease are as follows :—In young canes the stools throw up a number of useless and short 
shoots which come to nothing, and no cane is produced. 2. In older canes the white mark down 
the centre of the leaf is broken, and red spots appear in the cane itself, while rootlets appear at the 
joints. The following year the symptoms mentioned above take place, and absolutely no crop is 
obtained. Experts have not yet been able to settle satisfactorily whether the pest is of animal or 
vegetable growth. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” The above letter was 'acknowledged (July 
24th, as followsThe Chairman—-Sir,—I am directed by Lord Knutsford to Tdtnowledgu the 
receipt of your letter of the 17th inst., respecting the disease which-affect th A s^Jr-cane in Java 

and the East, and to inform you that extracts have been sent to the Governors 6f all the West 

Indian Colonies.—(Signed) Edward Wingfield.”
oonau g lizW £ zds /wr?'
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West India MaUS.—The1 fdl^ was addressed to the Secretary of State on the
isth jMy. “ Aly L6hd,—We had <He honour Ion the 13th January last to address your Lordship in 
favour of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, and trusting, for reasons therein stated, that 
Her Majesty’s* Gdverrfmerit Would be pleased to grant to that Company a renewal of the contract for 
the carriage of the Mails between Great Britain and the West Indies and South America. As the 
views expressed in-the above mentioned letter have been fully approved by the opinion entertained 
throughout the Colonies, we feel that we are justified Tri reputing the request therein contained. 
We beg to enclose a copy of the letter, and‘ to respectfullyag&ih to yohr LOiMsHip the great 

satisfaction felt generally in the West Indies with the mannner in which the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company have carried on the Service, and1 the great disappointment which would ; be 

generally experienced if the Service should' be placed in otaer h'aridS, ah'd especially if arr arrange
ment were made, which would be in every sense open to the gravest objections; of transhipping the 
Mails at a Foreign Port and lengthening the course of p&t’ to at!1 the mb'st important Colonies.— 

(Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” (For Lettter of 15th JamiA'dy, see Circular No. 34). The 
following feply has been received, dated Colonial Office, 20th July :—“The Chairman — Sir,—I am 
directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the irist. on the 
s'tfbjeet of the new contract for the West India Mail Service, and to inform you maf a copy of your 
letter has been communicated to the Lords Commissioners of the' ^Treasury.—(Sighed) EdwArd 

WinGfieiLd.”
TAoots in T^tE WesT Indies.—On the 15th July the Committee wrote to the Secretary of 

State expressing much anxiety at the apparent intention of Her Majesty’s Government to withdraw 
the trd6pS from' British Gtriana, Trinidad, and other Colonies, and requesting that, before making 
a iornial application for an interview, the Secretary of State would be pleased to inform the 
Committee what was proposed should be the distribution of troops. A very important letter has 
been received irf reply, stating that* the troops will eventually be concentrated in Jamaica and St. 
Lucia, arid giving reason's for that arrangement. The Committee propose to address a further 
letter, stfatihg their views fully upon the subject. The full correspondence will be printed in the 
riext circular.

Sugar Bounty Bill.—InipOftant letters hive been addressed to Lord Salisbury and Mr. 
Goschen on this subject. The cdYr&spoh'dence can beenseen at this office. No discussion has yet 
taken place in Parliament up6n the question' of the Withdrawal of the Bill.

Trinidad Railway.—The attention of tLe Committed has been' called to a statement made 

by Sir William Robinson to a London newspaper to* the effect that £300,000 is to be raised by 
Ioan for the purpose of carrying out extensions oflight railways in the Island. The Committee 
propose to address an enquiry to Lord Knutsford as td the present position of this1 matter, and 
asking for information as to the character of the cbuntr/ through which the^e Extension’s would be 
made, and to call particular attention to the excessive cost: of construction pronosed/viz.,‘ £ ro,000 
per mile.

Sugar Stocks in London.—The Committee have received the folVoWFrig letter, dated 24th July, 
1889 :—“ The Chairman, Sir,—There being a general opinion that* the stock of West India SugAras 
returned by the Docks and Wharfs in London, is in excess of the actual quantity in the warehouses, 
we shall be obliged if you will use your influence with the DocL Company to' get tAefri td Ascer
tain by inspection the actual stock in their warehouses. (Signed) Paines & Reid", C. C^Ak^ikdW, (pp- 
Fred. Porter), C. M. & C. Woodhouse, William Anderson & Co., E. t). & F. Man, C. & C; J. CbLES, 
Ed. Kynaston, Carey & Browne, Scott, Simpson & Wallis.” fri cdrisOqUdnce of the ab&Ve, the 

ollowing letter has been addressed to the Joint Committee of the London and India Docks :■



Gdfitlbihen^-^-We have .been requested by all the . principal Brokers i n London to call your atten- 
^iBn to the Stock of West India Sugar as returned by the Docks and Wharfs in London/ the same 

Being believed to be in fexcess of the actual .quantity in the warehouses, and we,’ therefore, desire to 
request? thMt you will kindly consent to ascertain by inspection, the actual stock in the warehouse. 
(Sighed), Nv Lubbock, Chairman.”

SugXr Production in India.—Extract from the proceedings of the Government bf India in ihe 
Revenue and Agtibultural Department, dated Calcutta, March 20th, i—Agriculture -^oTu-
tidii “ I. For some years past the Government of India has been endeavouring to obtain dccHhate 
information regarding the sugar cultivation in India. In 1SS2, Local Governnumts and AdminLtra- 
tio'ris Wbre asked to collect statistics on the subject, and they reported that the area urider sughr- 
carie id India was 1,922,283 acres, but in addition to this 168,262 acres were stated to be under the 
date-palm, I4,ibo acres under the palmyra-palm, and 2,930 acres under the cocoa-palm, all bf which 
yteldbd sugar. The total annual production of sugar in British India was estimated at 2,006.600 

tons, in addition to 150,000 tons, the produce of 168,262 acres of palm-trees. The information, though 
useful, Was' incomplete, and it was decided to call for supplementary reports. A large add valuable 
addition was made to the facts already collected on the subject of sugar cultivation arid trade, 
and a hdte Was prepared from the statistics supplied by Local Governments, which has been sdp- 
plemrdnted and verified by a further reference to Directors of Departments of Larid Records and 
Agriculture,

^2. Their replies^ an abstract of which is appended to this Resolution (EE Appendix A); now 
places the Government of India in possession of more trustworthy information regarding the Cultiva
tion and production of sugar in India than has hitherto been available. The area Uftfer s’Ugar- 
plants is returned at 2,200,000 acres, and the out-turn of coarse sugar at 59371 lakhs of matinds, or 
'2, fob,’OOG tons; Allowing for the imperfection and incompleteness of these statistics, the area and 
outturn of sugar-plants in India may be estimated as follows:—Area in acres, 2,^00,oOO; out-turn 
of coarse'sugar per acre, 20 cwt. or 1 ton; total out-turn in tons, 2,506,00b. The1 following table, 
which has been compiled from the crop statements for 1886-87, professes io show the extent id Which
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The low percentages under Bengal, Bombay, and Madras seOm to indicate that the areas urider 

sugar-cane for these Provinces have been returned below the mark. With the exception of the 
Punjab, the Central Provinces, arid Berar, the area urider sugar-plants in British India has increased 
durfrig the' last ten ybars. The area in the Punjab and the Central PfoVihries 1 appears to'have 
contF^Cted^ih consequence of the extension of railway communication; that of Berar has remained 

stationary.
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“ 3. With the information now before the Government of India, it may be said that the 
consumption of sugar in India has increased to a great extent during the last thirty or thirty-five 
years. Notonly is more sugar produced now, but the imports are larger, in fact almost as large as the 
exports, which have now considerably diminished, used to be thirty-five years ago. The imports, 
which comprise chiefly Mauritius sugar (refined), are mostly taken by the Bombay Presidency, 
where it appears to supply a distinct demand for crystallised sugar, and whence a portion is 
dispatched inland. The present exports by sea consist chiefly of unrefined sugar, which is supplied 

almost exclusively by Madras. The trade of this Presidency is flourishing, and the same seems to 
be the case with regard to the industry of Bengal. The sugar, which in former years was sent away 
from Bengal in large quantities, is now said to be consumed in India.

“ 4. The Government of India considers that it may be said in general term that the sugar 
industry of India is at the present day in a thriving condition, and that it has not been affected to 
any appreciable extent, like other sugar-producing countries, by the system of sugar bounties 

f prevailing in Continental Europe. In the despatch of May, 1882, the Government of India made 
the following remarks, which may be taken to apply equally to the present condition of the sugar 
industry in India ‘ The increasing import and the decreasing export do not, we consider, indicate 
the decadence of the industry in India. The area under sugar-cane has largely increased in Upper 
India through the development of canal irrigation, and is reported to be extending from the same 
causes in Bombay. More sugar is produced in India than formerly; but the demand is much 

greater. Not only has the increasing prosperity of the people increased the average consumption, 
but sugar is now borne by rail into tracts where the cane is cultivated to a limited extent, and which 
were formerly very scantily supplied. The profitableness of the industry is seen in the high price 
which the Indian cultivator can obtain for his produce, and all the evidence before us leads to 

the belief that the capital invested in sugar cultivation in India is steadily increasing/’
Beet Prospects.—In Germany the beets were, at the beginning of last month, considerably 

in advance of the two preceding years, but required more rain. Since that time, however, the 
weather has been cooler and rain has fallen. Variable weather has been reported from Germany up 
to 25th July. In Austria they have had thunderstorms, and the rain has benefitted the beet fields, and 
subsequently warmth was required. In France rain has fallen and the state of the beet fields is 
satisfactory. Reports from France up to 31st July state that the rains so much required have 
benefitted the cultivation; the temperature has been lower. The same reports are issued as to 
Belgium and Holland. From Russia the accounts in regard to beets are somewhat better, rain 
having fallen. Upon the whole, the weather reported up to end of July on the Continent is 
considered favourable to the beet crops.

Beet Crops.—Mr. Licht’s total estimate (20th July) is the same as reported in last Circular. 
The estimate for France is increased by 10,000 tons, and that for Russia reduced by 10,000 tons.

General Stocks.—(Licht)—The visible stocks of sugar in Europe were, in July, 1889 (includ
ing cargoes), 464,526 tons, against 748,638 tons in 1888 ; in United States, 101,000, against 171,311 ; 
Hanover, 53,848/against 72,136; floating to North America, 48,376, against 30.577. Total stocks, 
^7j75°> against 1,022,662.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings, 30 weeks, 54.0,244 tons, against 589,930 same period 
last year; decrease 49,686. Deliveries, 550,176, against 499,272; increase 50,904. Stocks, 141,788, 
against 277,973 ; deficiency 136,185.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, 12th July, moderate showers since last telegram; 1st 
August, weather showery and favourable for cultivation. Barbados, 5th August, fine rains generally 
throughout the island. 6 ■

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
c . Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary.
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[CIRCULAR No. 43.

West India Committee, 

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C.

2nd September, 1889.

West India Mails.—The following memorial has been addressed to the Treasury, 16th Aug. 
1889 “ My Lords,—We, the undersigned Proprietors, Merchants, Bankers, and others connected
with the West India Colonies and British Guiana, and also largely representing the West India 
interest in the United Kingdom, desire to express to your Lordships our satisfaction at the 
manner in which, on the whole and especially of late years, the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company have conducted the service between the United Kingdom and those Colonies. With 
the proposed increase in speed, we believe the service would be equal to all requirements, and 
we venture respectfully to request that your Lordships would be pleased to grant the new Contract 
to the above mentioned Company, especially - th subsidy required in the competing lenders i> 
practically the same. We believe that th mmnunity. both here and in the (
would regard with great disappointment j dislocation and general in- mr.mi--n .
which would result from the granttng of th-* :.:t to a new Company whose ships (according 
to Lord Knutsford’s despatch to the Colon';;'- Governors of 26th June, 18891 have yet to be built. 
We would also ask permission strong! / to protest, in the interest of the passengers, against the 
long journey of 14 hours from London to Queenstown, involving as it would (from any part of 
Great Britain) the disadvantage and discomforts attendant upon crossing the Irish channel. 
—We are, &c., (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman of the West India Committee, Thomas Daniel 
and Co. (Limited), Charles Tennant, Sons & Co., Thomson Hankey Co., Hogg, Curtis. Camp
bell & Co., The Colonial Bank, C. W. Eves & Co., Joseph Marryat & Sons, D. Q. Henriquez .V Co.. 
Cotesworth & Powell, Charles R. J. Hoare, James Ewing & Co, Gregor Turnbull <V Co., W. K. 
Burnley & Co. (Limited), John Lamont & Co., William Stirling.” The receipt of the above 
Memorial has been acknowledged by the Treasury.

Troops in the West Indies.—The following is the full correspondence alluded to in last 
Circular. “West India Committee to Lord Knutsford, 15th July, 1889. My Lord,—The West 
India Committee have observed with much anxiety the apparent intention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to withdraw the troops from British Guiana, Trinidad, and other Colonies, including, 
as we understand, Barbados. The information that we possess, however, upon a subject that is 
of such grave importance to us, is so scanty that before asking your Lordship kindly to receive a 
deputation, we would respectfully request that you would be pleased to inform us what is 
proposed should be the distribution of troops in the future for the defence of the Colonies, and 
their protection against any internal disturbance of an exceptionally serious character. (Signed) 
N. Lubbock.” “ Colonial Office to West India Committee, 31st July, 1889. Sir,—In reply to your 
letter of the 15th instant, requesting information as to the future distribution of Her Majesty s 
troops in the West Indies, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to inform you that the troops will 
eventually be concentrated in Jamaica and St. Lucia. This decision was adopted after most 
careful consideration on the recommendation of the Royal Commission on the defence of British 
Possessions abroad, and in deference to the best available military opinion. I roops concentrated
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in this manner can be aded with better effect, either in case of war, or in case of a dangerous 
local outbreak, and moreover their military efficiency, training and discipline seriously suffer

. By their being broken up in scattered detachments. The decision to concentrate the troops was 
communicated to the Colonial Governments so far back as June, 1885, in order to allow ample 
time for the improvement of their respective police forces, which are in Lord Knutsford’sopimon 
the proper means of preserving internal order in ordinary cases. In the event of a serious out
break, however, in any Colony, which his Lordship trusts is not probable, it will be easy to direct 
at once on the point threatened an overwhelming force, as the troops will be drawn from two 
stations only instead of having to be collected in small detachments from several quarters. The 
matter having been very carefully considered on these and strategic considerations, Lord Knuts- 
ford cannot hold out any hope of a reversal of the decision arrived at, and therefore, is disposed 
to think that no advantage would be gained by his receiving at present a deputation on the 
subject. (Signed) Edward Wingfield. West India Committee to Lord Knutsford, August 17, 1889. 
—My Lord,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Wingfield’s letter of the 31st 
July last, written by your Lordship’s direction, informing the West India Committee that Her 
Majesty’s Government had decided to concentrate the troops in the West Indies, in Jamaica and St. 
Lucia, and stating certain reasons for that decision. We beg most respectfully to express our 
deep regret at this decision of Her Majesty’s Government and should it be, as Mr. Wingfield 
suggests, not susceptible of modification, we feel it to be our duty to place on record.a serious 
and emphatic protest against it, as tending to bring about a condition of insecurity as regards 
life and property in the West Indies.. But we humbly trust that the matter is still open for con
sideration. It is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the military authorities, in making 
arrangements consequent upon the report of the Royal Commission on the defence of British 
possessions abroad, have had in view rather the safety of coaling, stations, as a part of the system 
of Imperial Defence than the internal security of the Colonies in the case of disturbance beyond 
the power of the local authorities to control. We have no desire to underrate r the 
strength and efficiency of the police force, or to depreciate in the .slightest degree 
their capacity for ordinary duty, but they are not sufficient to cope with any extraordinary 
disturbances which may from time to time arise, and the character of the population 
is such, that whether there exists any grievance or not, a disturbance soon 
spreads unless it is promptly met by a show of force on the spot. The capability of the 
Government to quell a disturbance by the known presence of troops is the best security, we venture 
to submit, against the spread of rioting, and would prevent the bloodshed which would probably 
follow any delay in dealing with such rioting. Experience has proved that Serious disturbances 
have arisen, not from any Sense of actual grievance, but from some feeling such as was developed 
by unwise agitation among some classes of the people in Barbados in 1876, or from the bringing 
together of disorderly crowds such as those which have more than once given trouble in connection 
with the Carnival and the Tadja in Trinidad, or from some accidental bringing into play of race 
prejudice such as that which caused the recent attack by a negro mob upon some Portuguese and 
their property in Georgetown. We venture humbly to repeat that we believe it is absolutely 

necessary the Government should be provided with a sufficient force to quell these disturbances at 
once, and so prevent loss of life and destruction of property for which the Government would be 
held responsible, and which events, when they happen, cast discredit, in the view of the public 
at home, upon the Colonies themselves. Knowing as we do practically the condition of the 
Colonies, we ask permission to say that we are convinced it is essential that some troops
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Trinidad, and Barbados. During the few days 
could be obtained from Jamaica or St. Lucia, 

j 1 _ be brought about which the mere presence of
a PUSpoint of MpSS The 

no.ed f , PK ln COUntry composed of Estates' Officials has hern J

Estate by their duties tn town, the property would be left defenceless against any local disturbance 
Apart, therefore, from any inconvenience that would .be caused by such an arrangement it would 
be quite impossible that a body so constituted could be used to suppress any internal disorder, 
as such action would inevitably give rise to grave misconceptions, from which the employment of 
the regular forces of the Crown would be entirely free. Moreover, in the event of disturbance in
town, it would be impossible to stop all the work .of an Estate, especially in crop time, to allow 
Managers and Overseers to proceed to town. In justice, therefore, to the Colonies as a whole, 
and having regard to the safety of life and property, we would pray that Her Majesty's Govern
ment would be pleased to reconsider their proposal to concentrate the troops in two places where 
they would be practically useless in securing the internal safety of the principal and most important 
Colonies in the West Indies. (Signed) N. Lubbock.” “West India Association of Liverpool, to Lord 
Knutsford, 20th August, 1889. My Lord,—I respectfully beg, on behalf of my Association, to endorse 
the views of the West India Committee upon the undesirability of denuding the principal Colonies 
in the West Indies of Imperial troops and concentrating them entirely at St. Luda and Jamaica.
As a member, until recently, of the LocaL Defence ■Committed' appointed bv His l-\ 
Viscount Gormanston in British Guiana,11 had, and still retain, the strongest possible opinion that 
for internal dissension, or in case of conflagration's or ri8ts, it is absolutely necesaar? to be able 
to call for the services of the trained white soldiers on the spot. Amateur soldiers < swh as 
militia and volunteers), valuable as their services have sometimes, proved, cannot in the tropics 
command the energy or leisure to attain the disciplined skill of regular troops. whilst both 
coloured troops and police become demoralised and useless,upon important emergent iv>, to my 
personal knowledge. I hope that it may yet be;possible To modify the conclusions hitherto 
arrived at by the responsible home authorities.n (Signed) J. Ernest Tinm. Chairman. 
“Colonial Office to West India Committee. 22nd August, 1889. The Chairman. Sir. lam 
directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th inst., and to 
state, for the information of the West India Committee, that the,considerations which they urge 
against the concentration of Her Majesty’s Troops in Jamaica: and St. Lucia were well eighrd 
before the decision was arrived at, and that his Lordship can only repeat that he can hold out no 
hope of its being reversed. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.” A .similar acknpwledgment was 

sent to the Liverpool Association.

Sugar Stocks in London.—In contiuation of correspondence reported in last Circular, the 
following letter from the London and India Docks Joint Committee, dated 13th August. 1S89, is 
printed. The correction has been duly made in the published returns of stock : - “ N. Li bbock, 
Esq. Dear Sir,_ In reply to your letter of the 25th ult., I beg to inform you that the stock of 
West india sugar in the Docks of the Joint Committee has been carefully checked up to the 2nd 
inst and I herewith send you the result, by which you will' see that there are 1,616 tons to be 
written-off our published return. (Signed) H. W. Williams, Manager.” The detailed figures 

are not printed.
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Trinidad Railway Extension.—Lord Knutsford has stated to the Committee, in* reply to 
enquiries, (see last Circular) that “he has informed the Governor of Trinidad that he would not 
be unwilling to consider a proposal for the construction by the Colonial Government of light 
Railways or Tramways for opening up communication with the interior of the Island, and for pro? 
viding for the expense by means of a loan. Lord Knutsford has also authorised the making of 
surveys, which are now in progress, with the view to the preparation of a scheme for < onsideration, 
but no scheme has yet been formulated.” The Committee have asked their friends in 1 rinidad 
to carefully watch this matter, especially with regard to the cost of the proposed extensions, the 
prospects of their profitable working, and the appearance of the Government as a competitor for 

labour introduced into the Colony mainly at the expense of the planters.

Export Duties in Trinidad.—The abolition of these duties is now being discussed and 
will no doubt be carried into effect. The question is as to the means of providing for that 
portion of the expenses of immigration which has hitherto been borne by the export duties. Two 
methods have been proposed (i), an acreage tax as in British Guiana, and (2), an excise duty upon 
the sugar and other articles benefiting by immigration, to be collected by the wardens iq the 
different distri- < . . ac in either case produce should be free of duties at the port of shipment. 

Full particular- ' ■ 1 r' given in next Circular.

Trade 1. ;. ■, s in America.—The Committee, observing that negotiations are still proceed
ing between the United States and various Sou h American Republics and States for reciprocal 

trade relations, and being aware of the important bearing of these negotiations upon the interests 
of the British West Indian Colonies (these latter having no favoured nation rights in the United 

States) have requested the Foreign Office to obtain and communicate to the Committee informa

tion as to the position of such negotiations.

The Sugar Bounty Question in Trinidad.—“ Trinidad Chamber of Commerce to Secretary, 
West India Committee. Port of Spain. 2nd August, 1889. Sir,—By instructions I send you 
herewith a copy of resolutions passed at a special general meeting convened by the Trinidad 

Chamber of Commerce on the 31st July, to discuss the Sugar Convention Bill. Several prominent 
agriculturists and proprietors other than members attended, and the meeting was on the whole 
very successful. I am forwarding copies of the proceedings to the commercial bodies of other 
sugar-producing Colonies, in the hope that a general movement in favour of the Bill may be 
organised and carried out. (Signed) Edgar Tripp, Secretary." “Resolved.— 1. That this
meeting of representative merchants, proprietors, planters and others desires to express its 

hearty appreciation of the efforts made by the Imperial Government to abolish the system 
of foreign bounties on sugar—a system unjust and pernicious in itself, paralysing to the 
sugar industry of the Colonies, and inimical to the best interests of the home trade; 

and this meeting further earnestly hopes that Parliament, during the next session,
. will ratify the terms of the International Sugar Bounty Convention. 2. That 

this resolution be printed and forwarded through His Excellency the Administrator
to their Lordships the Principal Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairsand the Colonies.’ 

“Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, to N. Lubbock, Esq., Port of Spain, 2nd August, 1889.—Sir,— 
I am instructed to forward to you the enclosed resolutions passed at an influentially attended 

meeting held under the auspices of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce on the 31st July, and to 
state that at the same meeting the following motion was unanimously carried ‘That the thanks
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of this meeting be forwarded to Mr. Nevile Lubbock, Chairman of the West India Committee, for 
his continued efforts on behalf of the West Indies. Signed, Edgar Tripp, Secretary. The 
above communications have been duly acknowledged.

Beet Prospects.—The very variable weather in France has been reported unfavourable to 
the Beet, the development of which has been arrested. The Journal d s Fabricants, of August ?Sth. 
describes the situation as bad for all but in Germany reports are better. Austrian Beet fields 
have made little progress. Mr. Goerz, of Berlin, estimates the European production at • »
tons against 2,592,000 tons. Mr. Licht gives the estimate of 2,915.000 tons against 2,735.0 
last crop.

General Stocks. — (Licht)—The visible stocks in Europe were, in August. 412.044 tons, 
against 625,493; in United States, 141,000, against 148,669; in Havana, 30,330 igainst 5 
floating to North America, 57,559’ against 34769. 1'otal stocks, 640,933 tons, against S6i,7tx» 
in 1888.

Weather Telegrams.—British Guiana, September 2nd, weather favourable for cultivation. 
Barbados, September 2nd, good showers.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretakv

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Abo 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 

with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary.
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West India Committee,

Biluter House, Billiter Street, * London, E.C. 

30//Z September, 1889.

1 erms of Rum Sales in London.- -As some question has arisen with regard to this subject, 
it has been thought desirable to reprint the terms agreed upon by the importers and the trade in 
February, 1888:—“That the terms of selling Jamaica, Demerara and other Rum in London be 
with prompt of fourteen days and two-and-a-half per cent, discount, interest to be charged from 
day of sale to date of application for warrant at five per cent., and in the case of Jamaica Rums 
that a halfpenny price be made. That notice for delivery of warrants should not be given 
later than noon for delivery on the same day; that interest shall not commence to run until the 
day subsequent to date of sale, and that rent shall be at sellers’ expense to date of prompt, buyers 
to have the benefit of any unexhausted time of storage remaining after prompt.”

Sugar Convention.—A public meeting has been held under the auspices of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the city of Georgetown, British Guiana, when the following resolutions were unani
mously carried:—(1) That this meeting composed of the representatives of the various industries 
of this Colony, desires to express its hearty appreciation of the recent efforts of the Home 
Government to terminate the system of Foreign Sugar Bounties, and earnestly hopes that the Bill 
lately withdrawn may be re-introduced and carried to a successful issue in the next Session of 
Parliament, so that this system, which being alike contrary to the principles of Fair and Free 
Trade, and consequently injurious to the vitality of this Colony in its various interests, may be 
completely abolished.,’ (2) “ That a copy of this resolution be printed and forwarded through 

his Excellency the Governor, to their Lordships, the principal Secretaries of State for Foreign 
Affairs and the Colonies.’’—(Signed) A. Barr. President; Henry G. Williams, Assistant 

Secretary.

British Guiana Constitution.—The West India Committee have written to Lord Knutsford 

expressing their great anxiety in regard to certain proposed changes in the Constitution. This 
feeling was not associated with any desire to oppose a moderate and reasonable alteration, but the 
passing of measures,without the fullest and gravest consideration, the working of which measures 
might seriously affect the interests of the Colony, was to be deprecated. Lord Knutsford was 

accordingly requested, as there was no urgency for immediate action, to postpone any decision 
until the Committee had submitted to him their views, which they hoped to be able to do in a few 
weeks’ time. In taking this action the Committee are in accord with the British Guiana Planters’ 

Association, who at a meeting held on September 4th. passed resolutions which they requested 

the'Governor to forward to the Secretary of State.

Barbados Court of Chancery.—A new Chancery Act has recently been passed; while recog

nising the value of the improvements brought about by the Act, some modifications have been 
suggested in Clause 34. This clause enacts that if any incumbrancer claims before the Master 
more than three years’ interest^ as owing to him under his security, the Master shall give only three 
years the priority of the security under which it is claimed, the residue to Be ranked immediately
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preceding- the unsecured debts. This change to a restricted period of three years is a sudden 

one, and while it is proper to prevent the accumulation of arrears of interest extending over a 
large number of years, it is thought that a five years’ priority would be a reasonable time. 
Again, the clause seems to require that in the case of all claims now outstanding for more than 
three years’ interest, the property must be at once put into Chancery, to which there are serious and 
obvious objections. A third point might also be made the basis of a suggestion. It would 
simplify future transactions relating to the transfer of landed property if any conveyance by the 
Master were generally recognised as a sufficient title on the sale and purchase of or other deal
ings with such property; in short, that the Master’s conveyance once granted, should in alt such 
transactions be the root of title, and no investigation of title prior to such a conveyance be neces

sary or allowable.

The Trinidad and Tobago Real Property Ordinance.—This law legalises the crop 
advance warrant, representing a contract made between the registered proprietor of lands brought 
under this ordinance, and a capitalist for the advance of moneys to provide the labour and supplies 
necessary for procuring a crop from the said lands for the season named therein, and to give the 
person advancing the capital a preferable security upon the crop produced by means of such 
advances. The ordinance also establishes a system of registration and certificates of title. 
Certificate to be conclusive evidence of title. Instruments are entitled to priority according to 
date of registration, and when registered to have the effect of a deed. The following are the 
fees payable for bringing properties under provisions of law, and for registering title acquired by 
will or intestacy of previous proprietor :—When the applicant is the original grantee, and the 
land has never been sold, mortgaged, encumbered or made the subject of settlement 5s. When 
the title is of any other description value exceeding £500, £2 10s.; exceeding £400 and not ex
ceeding £500, £2; exceeding £300 and not exceeding £400, £i 10s; exceeding £200 and not 
exceeding £300, £1 : under £200, 10s.; under £100, 5s. Besides the above there is exacted a 
contribution to Land Assurance Fund of one halfpenny in the £. There are also certain other 
fees for registering transfers, leases, mortgages, ito, and a table of fees to barristers and 
solicitors for obtaining certificates of title, ranging from £1 is. for land not exceeding £50 value, 
to ^5 5_s. for land between £300 and £500, and £7 7s. between £750 and £1,000. After first 
£1,000, £ 1 is. for every £i,00O or part thereof. For taking out certificate of title subsequent to 
probate or intestacy the fees to barristers and solicitors range from £1 is. for £100 value, £2 2S. 
up to £250, £3 3s. up to £1,000, and above £1,000, £5 5s. Further particulars as to this ordinance 
will be given in next Circular, also a summary of the contracts ordinance, a subject principally 
concerning cocoa cultivation, and some' points of which have recently excited much interest and 
discussion.

Jamaica Immigration.—West India Committee to Lord Knutsford. 12th September, 1889. 
“My Lord,—At a meeting of proprietors and merchants representing the sugar estates in 
various districts of Jamaica, held here yesterday, the serious want of labour on these estates was 
considered. Reports from the Colony were submitted to the meeting, and it is evident that the 
scarcity of labour is becoming more generally felt, and this scarcity is likely to be largely intensi
fied by the railway works about to be commenced. (2) We have therefore again to put before 
your lordship the desirability, and indeed, the necessity, if sugar properties are to be kept in cul
tivation, of resuming Coolie immigration to a moderate extent. (3) A similar proposal was laid 
before your lordship last year, when the demand for labour, although strongly felt, was not so
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urgent as it is now. I have the Honour to refer especially to the letter dated August 2nd 1888 a 
copy of which is enclosed, containing carefully considered calculations, by which the expensed 
employers was estimated at less than £15 per adult immigrant introduced. Your lordship will 
a so notice that the Jamaica Law of 1879, settled the cost to employers also at that sum viz £1' 
per head. <4) We have further to ask your lordship to be good enough to refer to the message 
of Governor Sir H. Norman, addressed in consequence of your lordship s despatch of the nth 
August, to the Legislative Council, on the 28th S-ptemb-r. resfiWdf which was th-
appointment of a Select Committee by the Council, to consider the matter. The report of the 
Select Committee, signed by the Hon. Neale Porter, Colonial Secretary, the Hon. M. Solomon, 
the Hon. C. B. Mosse, and the Hon. W. B. Espeut, acknowledged that the supply of agricultural 
labour was inadequate for the maintenance of the agricultural industry of the ( olony, and that from 
its special'character, the cultivation of sugar properties was threatened with unavoidable diminu
tion, and that it was probable that if the present difficulty of getting regular and continuous lal>our 
continued, the working of some estates would have to be given up altogether. 1'hc Select commit
tee, came to the conclusion (on the information before them a yearagot that a fair and just arrange
ment would be to charge applicants for East Indian Coolies £16 for each statute adult, imported 
for their service, and that considering* the general benefit to the island, any remaining cost inc i
dental to this mode of increasing the labouring population should be borne by the general 
revenue. (6) Upon this last point we would remark that it does not appear to us necessary to in
cur any (or but a very small) expense in addition to the present cost of establishments in the 
Colony rendered necessary for the protection of the Coolies already located there. The 
establishment now costs £1,330 to protect the interests of 1.002 indentured Coolies, 1858 
Coolies who have not completed their 10 years’ residence, and 10,206 Coolies who have com
pleted their 10 years’ residence. We cannot understand, therefore, ho w it is possible that the 
cost of staff consequent upon the introduction of 500 additional Coolies could amount to 
£17 6s. 8d. per head, as stated in the Auditor-General’s report to the Colonial Secretary, forwarded 
to your Lordship in the Governor’s despatch of the 18th December, 18S8. We do not think that 
any additional cost in connection with establishments in the Colony need be incurred for a small 
resumption of the immigration as proposed. And so far as the general revenue is concerned, we 
would respectfully point out that a great, saving is now accruing to the revenue by the cessation of 
the Bounty money paid to immigrants between 1884 and 1888 out of the public funds. (7} In 
resuming the recent history of the question we have next to state that the report of the Select 
Committee was not approved by Council, the voting being 6 to 8. and an amendment apparently 
throwing an undefined cost upon the employer was carried by the casting vote of the Governor. 
(8) What this charge was likely to be in the view of the Jamaica Government was stated in the 
Governor’s despatch of 18th December, 1888, at no less than £40. a great portion ot the difference 
between that amount and the cost of introdution and provision for return passage, which is 
estimated by us at £15, and by the Select Committee at £16, being for establishments in the 
Colony, assumed to be rendered necessary by the introduction of a few hundred Coolies a year, 
for two or three years in succession, until the absolute want of continuous and regular 
labour, now so strongly felt in various districts, is satisfied. (9.) We beg most respectfully and 
emphatically to dissent from the view of the Government of Jamaica as above understood. We 
believe that the estimate of cost, viz,, £40, is entirely out of proportion to the actual cost. We 
would also respectfully point out that it is quit? unnecessary to charge the employer with the 
expense of back passage for half the number of Coolies allotted to him. Experience has proved in
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/the Coolie receiving Colonies that a provision ot return passage for ten per cent, of the Coolies 
introduced in any particular year is ample. Nor does it seem fair that the cost of return passage 
(the passage being demanded, possibly, only after many-years) should- be charged to the original 
employer, who has the training and acclimatising of the Coolie, and who is- the means of fitting 
him to become a useful and valuable member of the community generally, increasing the products 
of the country by his industry, and contributing his full proportion to the general revenue. (io.)» 
We would, therefore, pray that your lordship would be pleased to communicate with the Governor 
by the next mail so that the Legislative Council might be induced again to consider, 
the matter on the basis of the report of the Select Committee. We would further
request that as soon as the Council, during their session- next month (October) 
have come to a decision, and assuming that decision to be in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Select Committee, that the charge to employers should Ue 
£16, the Immigration Department should be instructed to take immediate steps to obtain the 
necessary requisitions from planters, and forward the same, through his Excellency the Governor, 
to your lordship, in time for the due engagement of shipping for the conveyance of the number 
required during the present Emigration Season in India, (i 1} 1 have to add that the representa
tives of estates present at the meeting referred to in the first paragraph of this letter would for
ward to your lordship, if it would facilitate matters, a requisition tor the introduction of at least 
500 Coolie immigrants, on the basis of the report of the Select Committee,.—I have &c. Jamos L, 
Ohlson, Secretary of the West India Committee.’"

Beet Prospects.—Weather was changeable in Germany throughout September. During 
the first half of the month a small number of factories commenced working, but no general 
estimate of yield could be given. It will be noticed, however, that Mr. Ucht sees grounds for 
considerably increasing his estimate, which now stands as follows.:—

Germany 
Austria 
France 
Russia 
Belgium 
Holland 
Other Countries...

—
1889-90.

1,100,000 
700,000 
550,000 
5^5,000 
180,000
55,ooo 
60,000

1888-9. 
990,000 
525.000 
470.000 
510,000 
140,000
45,000 
55,o<x>

1887-8. 
959366 
428,616* 
392,82^ 
44 L 342 
140,74(2
39,28o 
49,9^0

Tons 3,170,000 2,735,000 2,45.1,950
The above figures are not approved by all the best authorities. Mr. J. Georz, of Berlin^ puts- 
forward the following estimate of the crop, viz., 2,788,000 tons in 1889-90, against 2,602,590 in- 
1888-9, showing an excess of only 185,500 tons.

General Stocks.—(Licht)—The visible stocks in Europe were, in September, 346813 
tons against 455,44! same time last year; United States, 112,000, against 104,956; Havana, 
22,352, against 24,020; floating to North America, 37,128, against 23.264. Total stocks, 
518,293 tons, against 607,681.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—Landings 38 weeks, 657,161 tons against 688,318. Deliveries 
660,805 against 679,585. Stocks 146.876 against 196,048.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, 12th September, Dry. Barbados, 30th September, Fine 
rains generally.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
Information, corrections, relating to. this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 

Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary.
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British Guiana.—Several important questions have been under the consideration of 
proprietors. Among these is the proposed change in the British Guiana Constitution, 
agreed upon here is that a representation should be made to the Secretary of State to the effect 
that the proprietors do not desire to oppose any moderate alteration, and expressing approval in 
general terms of certain proposals which have< been submitted to Lord Knutsford by a recent 
member of the Court of Policy, who is now in this country. Full particulars and copy of corn-s- 
pondence will be ready for.next Circular. An official Communication has been issued by the 
British Guiana Government on the question of providing medical attendance for the general 
population of the rural district?, of the Colony, and it has been proposed to secure, the attendance

the

of the Government medical officers at certain appointed stations, at stated intervals and at fixed 
hours. A list of stations has been drawn up and proprietors of the estates in th< list have 
been asked whether they will allow the hospitals to be used as stations. No general resolution 
has been come to by proprietors here, the matter being apparently left to individual action. The 
Planters’ Association, as a body, have the matter in hand. The announcement bi tdeath of

EZE.’ H. Francis, the able Government Chemist of British Guiana. Ims b much

regret.

Trinidad, Mr. Warner.—The.death in London of Mr. Frederick Warner, C..M.< ... isdeeply 
lamented by all who are concerned in Trinidad. His services as a member of the Legislative 
Council for many years past have been of great advantage to the best interests of the Colony. 
The funeral was attended by His Excellency Sir William Robinson, and a considerable number of 
those in this country who are connected with the island.

Trinidad.—Considerable anxiety is still felt in consequence of the removal of the troops, 
the Government having decided to. retain troops only at coaling stations. There is a feeling in 
favour of another effort being made to induce the Government to reconsider this decision. In the 
meantime while a strong objection is taken to the organisation of any force compose! of officials 
and others connected with Estates, it has been decided to suggest the formation of a mounted 
corps of 50 men, to act as, a nucleus and support to the police and volunteer forces, the question 
of the expense, whether to be wholly or partly paid by the Colonial Revenue, being of course a 
matter for the decision of the authorities. The System of light railways for opening up the in
terior of the island, and encouraging the cultivation of cocoa and fruit, is engaging attention. As 
this matter, however, has not yet been before the Council, except in reports of survey, no further 
representation has been made to the Secretary of State. Very strong objection is entertained to 
the proposed heavy cost per mile. An uneasy feeling exists in regard to the effect of some recent 
judicial proceedings, especially as effecting the validity of contracts. The matter will continue to 

receive attention.
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.Oi Sugar Bounty Bill.—This subject having been raised by Mr. Gladstone in qonnecCfcyyvith 
the Brighton Election, valuable letters were written by Mr. Ritchie and the Baron de Worms, and 
widely distributed. 'It is} cbhfidintly ejected that Her Majesty’s Government, in fulfilling their 
obligations under the, Convention, and in carrying out,the statements made by Ministers in with

drawing the Bill last Session, will reintroduce it early next Session.

Sale of Rum Terms'.—A letter has been received from Mr. Arthur H. Robinson, on behalf of 
the Rum Trade in London, stating that the trade did not agree to the terms as reprinted in last 
Circular, and that terms are not now generally adhered to. The Secretary will be glac to 

, • r r : > and a meeting will be called if desired.
receive any communications from importers,- mum, n^un<i enj ni

Mails.—It is publicly announced that the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company have r- cel 
the contract, the terms Of which, however, are not yet known. It is understood Jhat St . 
might be Selected as the port of arrival, if so required by the Imperial Government, and it 
be assumed that the Government, as in the previous contract, reseti e the right to change the port 
of departure (say to Plymouth) if they find it advisable to do so. It is possible that in the matter 
of speed there will be some improvement even upon the present excellent service, and this may 
necessitate the alteration of the day of departure, probably from Thursday to Wednesday. The 
contract will be printed irt this Circular as soon as it is issued as a Parliamentary paper.

sysri Jail orfj ni- aoJfiJao sdj to aiojonqoiq bnn qu n ;/mb obad zsd anoiisja Io Jail A aiuorf
Trinidad and Tobago—Agricultural Contracts.—Ordinance No. 9 of 1SS9. enacts that 

agricultural contracts shall be good and valid, but they are not to be deemed contracts of service. 
Contract shall be signed, in duplicate before any stipendiary’ justice', or warden,, or asslstant- 

..warden, or any public officer appointed by the .Governor, The person before whom it is.signed 
shall cause the terms and conditions to be explained to the parties, and the contract shall be 
registered and open to inspection. Existing contracts may be submitted to the Justice to be 
certified. Contrabfor with ‘the consent of the owner may assign his contract, the 
assignee having the same rightsand being subject to the same liabilities as the assignor had 
and was subject to. If in any Contract there shall be any provision directly or indirectly respecting 

-’<the place where, or the manner in which, or the person or persons With whom, the whole pr any 
part of the earnings due or to become due to any contractor, shall be laid out or expended, such 
provision.shall be and is’hereby declared illegal, null and void : Providing always that this Section 
shall not apply to monies advanced by the owner to the contractor to be expended upon the culti- 
vation of the land under contract. Earnings payable by owner to contractor shall be a first charge 
upon the land subject to the contract, without prejudice to debts due to the Crown, or to any 
charges of mortgage or otherwise on the security of the said land, if such be existing and legally 
perfected when contract is registered. Contractor to have lieu on land for monies due to him, but 
not as against previous mortgage. Rates and taxes in all cases to be paid by owner. In case of 
contractor dying intestate and without next of kin, owner to have contract vahxOd and deposit any 
monies due to contractor in savings bank. Such payment “ pro tanto ” to discharge owner. Mode 
of drawing out monies deposited specified. Lands and any trees or plants to be delivered up to 
owner at termination of contract to be his property during continuance of contract and occupy- 
tion of contractor, but subject to contractor's Mien. Owner may impound animals negligently 
allowed to stray by contractor. Penalty of £5 on contractor for preventing* inspection of land 
under contract by authorised persons. Lfpbn determination of contract or , upon certain 
defaults of contractor, owner may sue for possession of land, or for compehsation before
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Vari°^ Pr°ViSi°nS “ ‘° Pr°Ceedi^ of and officers of court. Contractor 
may have reasonable time allowed for reaping provisions belonging to him, or putting his 

contract in good order. Appeal to Supreme Court allowed on certain conditions Coiitr 
may erect buildings with owner’s consent. A list of fees is attached to Ordinance.

Beet Prospects.—Mr. Licht reports (Oct. 19): September was mostly dry, with changeable 

temperature. Subsequent rains improved the soil, and the weather in October was. on th.- whob . 
agreeable to farmers, and yields were improved. In view of the above and of the incn-as. d 
sowings, Mr. Licht thinks his estimate of 1,100,000 tons for Germany may be rather too low. I'he 
crop, however, maybe subject to sharp frosts or other unfavourable circumstances, or th.- b< < is 
on the fields or in the pits may suffer an extraordinary decomposition : in such « asrs. estimates 
will have to be reduced. In Austria, the heavy rains have improved matters : and the a< • .Hints 
from France are generally very good. In Belgium, the crop is likely to reach estimate : and in 
Holland it may be called favourable. Russian estimates appear to be doubtful. The estimates 
of the European Beet Sugar Production (that for 1889 and 18,90 not being bin ling) are as 
follows:

The above estimates of Mr. Licht are not concurred in by other good authority-s in Franc- and 

Germany.

1889-90. 1888-S9.
i 887 -xx

r Germany ... 1,100,000 990,004 • -■>
959. pm

Austria 700,000 ••• 523,242 ... 428.616
France 550,000 ... 466,767 3^24

Russia 525,000 537,ooo 446342
Belgium 180,000 145.S04 140.712
Holland 55,ooo 46,040 39,280
Other Countries ... 60,000 55,ooo ... 49,9x0

Together ... 3,170,000 2,/64,457 2,451 «95O

Visible Stocks and Floating Cargoes.—(Licht)

1889. 1S88. 1887.

Europe, tons ... 376,539 ... 336,238 ••• 47 L 5/1

United States „ 90,000 ... 82,724 120,993

Havana „ 16,256 ... 15,240 25,400

Floating to N. America 26,027 ... 11,741 9,265

Total visible supply, Oct. 508,822 445,943 627,229

Sugar in the United Kingdom.—42 weeks—Landings, 1889, 736,670; is-. -^.*2 

Deliveries, 1889, 729,79> I >888, 758,439- Stocks, 1889, 157,499! >888, 156,502.

Weather Telegrams.—Barbados, Weather, dry; good rains on 27th.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
Information, corrections, &c„ relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Ais., 

Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year and other 
papers Circular is supplied to present members free. Members receiving telegraphic adv.cw 

with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary.
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British Guiana Constitution.-Important meetings of p-oprietors have I.. ,n I.! I at 
watch the present position of this question was fully discussed. It was r.-s.A-. d ...
to the Secretary of State a general approval of the representations wh h had been 
made to his Lordship by Mr. Davson. It was also decided to ^unicite io the Chairman d 
the British Guiana Planters’ Association, the Hon. Alexander Barr. th. ikas eM.-n.u .. d Io th.- 
West India Committee and by the West India Association of Liverpool, the lane. I„ i„g in 
or two respects different from those expressed by Mr. Davson. Authority has „.,t set :.,L ^s.„ 
to print the full correspondence in this Circular, and m h a Bourne may be ■
It may be stated, however, that Mr. Wingfield has informed the Comm.Ue.- • u.at th. t..o. .nor 
of the Colony has been instructed to submit a definite scheme . has had suffit i< nt tint 
enable him to collect the necessary information for this purpose. His Lordship <1. Mr« > me l. 
add that your views on this subject will receive due consideration.

Trinidad.—The Committee have suggested to the Secretary ot Stole. in view of the 
withdrawal of troops from Trinidad, that the police force should be supplemented b> a sma ’ but 
thoroughly effective force, say of fifty men, to be specially selected, for the purp se of in reusing 
the security of law and order in the Colony.

Trinidad.—Proprietors connected with this Colony are understood to be .villin- to support 
the candidature of Dr. Uhrich for the post of Government Analyti. al Chemist rendered .a ant bv 
the death of Mr. McCarthy. Dr. Unrich has been nominated by the Administrator to th- a. : ing 
appointment.

Jamaica Exhibition, 1890.—At the meeting of the West India Committee, held on the ihth 
November, the Chairman submitted a letter from the Chairman of the Exhibition Committee, now 
being formed in the United Kingdom, requesting that the West India Committee should 
nominate a representative upon the Exhibition Committee. It was resolved that Mr. Lubbock be 
requested to act as such representative.

Coolie Immigration into Jamaica.—Up to the 21st November the Colonial < »ffb . h. d 
received no despatch from the Governor of Jamaica in reference to the letter of the West India 
Committee to Lord Knutsford, of the 12th September last, recommending th.- resumption of 
Coolie Immigration into Jamaica, upon certain terms.

The Pan-American Congress.—Colonial Office to West India Committee. November 2nd. 
1889. The Secretary.—“ Sir,—I am directed by Lord Knutsford to acknow’ dg«- :hr re ,<d 
your letter of the 30th September, inquiring whether any steps have been taken to secure the 
representation of the West Indian Colonies at the Conference of American States, vim-h has just 
met at Washington to consider various matters which concern the commer al relati ns -f those 
States. I'he Conference is one which was called under .1 special Act of Congress, which mth. rb. d 
the invitation exclusively of the independent American States. The initiative rested entirely with 
the Government of the United States of America, a proposal made in the House of Representative., 
to include the Canadian Dominion in the invitation fell through: and no overtures u-r.



•Hide to Her Qovfrnment by the Government of the United States of Am rica, so that
no steps have been tak^n fof the representation of the West Indian Colonies a< the Conference 
At the same time I am to point out that it is very doubtful how far the interests which may be 
pnsscd forward at the Conference are identical with those ot Her Majesty’s West Indian 
Colonics* Lord Knutsiord also desires me to observe that there is no certainty that the Confer
ence will lead to any result, but that he will move the Marquis of Salisbury, to request Her 
Majesty’s representative at Washington, »o watch the proceedings of the Conference very closely 
in the interest of Her Majesty's Colonies. I am. Ac., (signed) R. H. Meade. In acknowledging 
the above letter, the great importance to the British Colonies of any exclusive trade arrangement 
Between the countries now in Conference was again pointed out, and the Secretary of State was 
requested, with a view to the Committee making further representations to his lordship, to keep 
them informed of the proceedings of the Conference.

Svgar Canf Disease.—Extract of letter from D. Morris, Esq.. M.A., Royal Gardens, Kew. 
to N laibboi k. Esq.. 7th Nov.. 1889: ‘ According to the researches of Dr. Soltwedie at Java,
the Sereh disease in sugar cane in that island is due to Nematode. The exact determination is 
not given. It appears that the paradte is readily carried from place to place in soil, or in cane 
< uttings with root* attached. The further history of this pest is likely to be forthcoming, but, in 
the meantime, nothing should be done to introduce sugar canes from any part of the East Indies 

to t~<e West Indies.'*

Bf.f i PkospFcrs. Notwithstanding the heat and moisture decreasing yield during a portion 
of the last month Li ht estimates the crop of Germany for 1889*90 at 1,175,000. Austrian pros- 
|hm ts and weather conditions are practically the same as German, the crop being estimated at 
720.000 tons French arc unts are satisfactory, causing the estimate to be raised to 650,00-’. 
Russia is rrdu ed to 49O.OOO. The total European beet crop is estimated at 3,300.000, or upwards 
«>f half a million tons larger than 1888*9, a state things pointing to weaker prices unless (and 
this is not improbable) the more moderate prices now ruling in comparison with those in the earlier 
pan of the year, stimulate s consumption to the extent of the increased supply. M. Georz. of 

B-rlin estimates the crops as follows. 1889-90, 2.943,000 tons against 2,620,500.

Visible Stocks and Floating Cargoes. (Licht)
1889.

Europe. tons 626,793
United States „ 71.000
Havana 10.160.
Floating to N. America 42,372

188S. 1887.
463,156 ............... 739-5'9

.............. 68.873 ............... 96,104
1Q,IOO ... 15.240
37,869 ............... 27.535

1‘otal visible supply, Nov. 750,325 580.05s 878,398

Sigak in no United Kingdom.
Deliveries, 1889 81 1.953 ; 1888, 830,422.

46 weeks- landings, 1889, 838,072; 1888, 794,3#" 
Stocks, 1889, 176,7 39 ; 1888, 151,280.

Gfxfkai ( hops A statement ot Beet and Cane Crops will he given as fully as possible 
next Circular

Wraihkk Tfi m.kams. Demerara. alst November, rainy season appears to have set in 
Barbados, 25th November, fine rains generally.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
Information, corrections. A- . relating to thisCircular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 

Subscriptions <»i >ne Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
paper* Cmular is supplied to present members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary'.
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West India Committee.—The Sub-Committee appointed by the General Meeting of the 
West India Committee held on the 18th November last has had several sittings. The manage
ment of the affairs of the Committee and its financial position have been fully considered. It was 
ascertained that a certain sum would be required to defray all expenses to the end of the year, 
in addition to the ordinary subscriptions already collected. For this purpose it was resolved that 
a Special .Subscription should be made, as a purely exceptional proceeding. The necessary 
amount has practically been already subscribed. With regard to the financial support of the 
organisation in future, the requisite proposals will be laid before a General Meeting to be held 
early in January. Accompanying the notice calling the meeting will be a printed report 
summarising the important action which has been taken by the Committee during the past year 
upon matters affecting the general interests of the West India Colonies. A Statement of 
Accounts, with a detailed list of the Ordinary and Special Subscriptions will also be sent 
to each Member. The records of the West India body cover 150 years. Its policy has always 
been to obtain the greatest amount of good for the Colonies in the inevitable changes occurring 
during that long period of time, and its influence upon the fiscal legislation of the Mother 
Country has specially been most marked. In the circumstances of the present time an opportunity 
for enlarged influence and usefulness presents itself. Detailed proposals will as soon as possible 
be submitted to Members.

British Guiana.—There are no further particular* to state in this Circular as to the 
Constitutional question of this Colony, which is now in the hands of the Governor ; a full report 
in due course will be issued of all correspondence.

A New Grass in Trinidad.—The following particulars have been received by 
a London House from a correspondent in Trinidad, dated 8th November, 18S9: “Quite 
recently a new grass has made its appearance in some parts. I have never seen it before in 
the 21 years I have known the Colony, nor do any of the neighbouring planters recognise it. 
The first appearance of it was on the boundary next to the Coolie settlement of - Caratal ” about 
April last. It spread with extraordinary rapidity. In the abandoned patches and in some 30 
acres of land I had cleared to plant, it grew so thickly that a horse could barely force his way 
through it, and at its full growth attained a height of 13 to 15 ft., growing straight upwards. 
Enquiries elicited the information that it had been first seen about this district last year in the 
Gasparillo lands, and that some of the small farmers growing canes for an estate had this year 
been driven to abandon their cultivation. Mr. Rostant, of Harmony Hall, tells me he thinks the 
seed was brought from the main land (of Venezuela) by the immense flocks of small birds that
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were seen here two yearsago, and which roosted in the evenings during their
in, the woods of Caratal atd Gasparillo. However it came here, this grass is- finely tcrptdvb u . 

dangerous pest on the estates. I have done everything I could to stamp it out. At first digging 
it out was attempted, hut.its spread: wai too rapid for this, so I put out a gang of cutlassers, and 

am trying to get all out before the seed, which is now full, ripens. Mr. Hart, the Government 
bol^nist, £^€rPa| myd.nvitat^^ not express an opinion, but on his return
home sent me the enclosed letter. So far as my short experience of it teaches me, I do 
not think it will spring,from the rqojs if cut close to the ground, but it seeds most rapidly and 
profusely, and it should be at once6 cut down wherever seen. If once allowed to get a good 

hold on the estate it will be found a worse pest than Para grass. The Government 
Botanist says under date 26 OctoberThe grass- is known as Rbttbreffia ^dftata 

it hayingrbeen recorded by Swartirig from Jamaica; and-€ihigef from Trinidad. It is also 

known mnd^r ,-the. oname of Tripsacum. It belongs to the shbtribe, to which belongs 
sorghum aqd sugar-cane; It is; known from the U'Fnted ‘Stat4^ to'Bt-a^zil. It is reportedin the 

flora .of the .West Indies as-being a perennial-pl^nfe Cufahd burfl mhst’be the regime.”
sriT .gmbeeotnq bmodqooxe sd bluodz noik . .

Cootie Immigration, Jamaica.—West India Committee to -Lord KmitsfdH, 5 December, 
1889.:-^“ My Lord,—I have .-the honour to inform you that Mr. Wingfield'^ letter of the 21st
November lasty written by-your Lordship''s direction, On The ‘ subject of Gbblid Immigration into 
Jamaica, has, been-submitted to .a. meeting of. Proprietors and-Merchants representing a; laPgW 

interest in-that Colony. . I am tfe.que&ted. respectfully to- expressthe disappointment whi^fi is felt 
atthppro^e^pf not obtaining ;a’iiy. additional dabouvMrm^ daring the pr^sefit emigration
season,, as it£was ^peqted Ahab the. question would 'have - been considered during tf^ ’ redeht' 
Session-qf the Jamaica legislative.: Council: up bn -a message- frtomThe^Gbrernbr. Communications '! 
from different.pa^ts of 1^. Islqnd.eontimie to press .-more urgently ti^ hec^si ty of Cb:6l4 Labobr, 
if tbq:.Sugar-,-Bst^tes;.. which hayedor. man.y;yeara m6st valuable ‘stapled -the 5

Manners ^©SlStes^fi1^ su$rfdUtrr^
the Island report that great difficulty is experienced in regard to Labbuh ! artd ’ tW it 
is impossible to obtain cane cutters. One report, dated November 5th, states, “ I had 
not ^lf' SsekiM. ‘ But

for Aia^’^st w sr i ou?ci .

not be carried on. The experience since 
unsatisfactory owing to the difficulty in obtaining labourers to cut or deem canes. 
The^tepsi.onpf the^uiteouitivatibn^^^ .-ices of tl
nativ^^or^ ^e.sodargxdy-att^^ th^4hdu^y-6;n^ld1n sugar cujt?- 
vatio^ feel that they are justified in obtaining labour through the weH-r cd system of Coolie
Immigratipm and on.t^s-pot much more on^-a^ in other colonic ft

even;rwtecl thaOn. Hortiand, wheAotfe«iJ«fei Ho ,«gar « fruft tftw’er it anvious to
iftGcpoli.es, the.tjbin£ i^uffictenC '™^ woriis Tout h be ‘S

commence,d-w.il render this question still more urgent by taking attay the labour. inake^ltLaf’X 

growing on number of, estates; a re.da bedak^n off; ihju^yihfe ^rf'^Tay danh by tile young 

.wit-hs :-J^i^^e^nl%tev6harg4 of’ a number of ’
the^Sin Wertm°lelana’bUt’iri-^^^^ want offabour threatens.'

ab^d9nment;ofdh.e esiate,? WeiWfe therefore r^pectfuHy-'tt ask ydtrrl^lp to 'again '

iftGcpoli.es


KTOF)

boljcnukJ

”"-- ...------- —--  --------- ----- ------

draw the attention of His Excellency the pernor to the serious imp^tah^o? this matter. with 

the view of the favourable consideration at the earliest .opportunity by the Legislative . 
Council of the proposals contained in the letter we had the honour to addrd^TO 'yW Lordship 
on the 12 th September last. I have, ^feigned^™ Hogg, Deputy Chairman.” Colonial 
office to West India Committee, nth December, 1889:-“The Deputy Chairman.-Sir, I am 
directed by Lord Knutsford' to acknowledge thejecbipGofyOur letter ofthe 5th inst., further on w-' 
question of the renewal of Coblie Immigration to Jamaica; Lord Knutsford has not yet receiv 1 
any reply to his despatch to the Governor enclosing a copy of your letter of.the 12th Septem! er 
last, but he has caused a co py of your letter now und^r acknowledgment to be sent to SirThmry 
Blake for his consideration'; Lord KnuU^fd would call your "attention to'the reports of Gw 
proceedings of the Legislative Council of Jamaica, which appear in the Colonial Stan wr / ol 
the 12th and 17th of October last relative to this question, which constitute-at present the onlv 
information in the pos^s'ibn of this department. I am to add that if would have been too l.i:? 
to obtain a supply of Coolies' during the current season, of emigration from India to the W^st 
Indies. I am, &c. Signed, Edward Wingfield.” ''Note : This Secretary will be glad to re Ac 
from members the latest'- Information which has arrived1 from Jamaica on this Labour questi m

, oC-' - ? i . ■ jin k । • • • • • ■with the view of obtaining the resumption of Coglie Inaniigration next season.)
occ.Gg j k Hid') has

Sugar Bounty Question.—A review of this question will be given in.next Circular up to 
that date, together with abatement of the Parliamentary:position and prosprebtsi -

coo,oi i ; i oootck 1 j ~ • • •• xUinj b
A Sugar Bank.—Theprojectof an International Bank, so long discussed in Germany, 

appears to have been abandoned in favour of a/ scheme of a Comm’ision Bank exclusive ly ior • 

Germany. The principal .promoter, M. Markvort, has; recently expressed bis views to a meeting 
of Fabricants. The object of the Bank is to creat^n intimate connection between-producers >4 : 
German sugar, so as to'resist speculation, and seci^the sale of sugars under the most .yfev 
tageous conditions. Thei^k will (undertake the1 fojmajities: of sale; and have knowledge of all 

operations, transmitting/ each day to' ^adherents the; list of/prices realised-and qmmHlies sold. 
The scheme appears to find favour 4ith many Fabricajjfs in different parts of Germany. . ' '

Sugar.—Mr. Li^s;tCircular for December's not fet issued. .Messrs. iL.Q^
and Co.’s Monthly Report, December 7, states that. ’ the ..expected inquiry ’ .from 

America [had at length-beared, and that stocks fallen to jcr,Q00 tons against -i y • 
tons last year. The EuWean Beet crops are es&maetd at 560'000 tons over last yean" 

The cane-crops are g^^fregard^a^fefdd, although cortt^y^r.v

tively moderate- consumption will pW6W>PrSve- The total estimat« of cane War is 
estimated at 2 278 000 and Beet 3.330,000, making a total of 5,6oS;oov. .

de Sucre, December reports^ -
keepin- ofthe roots remmnmg to worL i W production ,n France .s sUl ancertam.
larXiy upon weather'. Weather had been equally favourable .n Germany and Ausmat for .he 

preservation ofthe roots. In Cuba thq-w^r has-be?^ the development cl

the cai»p,
rx ,iir UxrrKn veeks.-Laridirt^ at four prindpal Pori

t rainst 860 in' I-SSS : Deliveries, 893.05 ■ against 903:85-1 Stocks, t^.07S again r 52,806. 
tohSnA*dlHSt9^^ n9dmem insaotq o) boilqqua at toTuoilD .n9qBq

WEAtnsK Wither changeable. Barbados.. ,ah:
Heay’rmn^g^lg. bn92 oJ beJaoups di pniainao. Id auotiaeb ion bns awj^a-wen



Sugar Season, ist July, 1889, to 30TH June, 1890.

Estimated Supplies in Tons, for ][2 Months. Estimated Consumption.

European Stocks, ist July, 1889 ...
United States Stocks „
Afloat for Europe „

M United States „
Cuba Stocks „

...^ 3 ...
. — •••

... >42 •••
1... 2 ...

...

476,625 
98,044 
56.095 
41.971
7*815

Germany ... *•* •••1
Austria ... ... — j
France ... ...
Russia ... •••
Belgium ... •>• 1
Holland ... — - J
United Kingdom
Spain ... •••?
Cuba ...
Java ... 
United States ...............•
Sandwich Islands' ... 
Fiji ............................  
Australia
New Zealand.............................
Canada..............
Peru and Chili
Brazil...............
Mauritius and Reunion 
Manilla
Egypt- ................
Demerara ... —
British West Indies...
Martinique and Guadaloupe
Porto Rico ... —
Mexico 4 ... ••
Honduras
Argentine
Morocco, Natal ... ...>
Turkey .............................
Denmark
Norway and Sweden ...
Switzerland................
Portugal .............................
Greece 
Italy ... ...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
 Cane Sugar. 
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1,200,000^ 
700,000 | 
675,000 ) 
475,000 I 
180,000? 
115,000-
• • •

700,000
300,000 'I
125,000
115,000

, 30,000 
60,000
nil 
nil

30,000
170,000
155,000 
i 80,000
35,000

120,000
173,000
90,000
70,000
30,000
20,000 
30,000" 
50,000-
nil
nil
nil
nil 
nil 
nil 
nil
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380,000 
250,000
400,000
300,000
55,ooo
55,ooo

1,360,000 
60,000 
60,000 
40,000

1,500,000

150,000 
30,000

(00,000
50,000
40,000

5,000 
10,000 
20,000

5,ooo
20,000

5,000
cr 5,°°o

20,000 
15,600

[00,000 
60,000 
70,000 
65,000 
45,000 
25,000 
40,000 
10,000

I 10,000
Total Supplies for 12 Months 
Deduct Consumption „ ...

6,574,550
5,460,060

5,460,000

Probable visible Supply 1st July, 1890 ... Li 14,550 tons.

N.B.—The crops and. consumption of India and China are not taken into account, but are 
probably over 2,500,000 tons. Mr. Licht’s estimate of the beetroot sugar crops exceeds those of 
others by about 500,000 tons.

The above consumption is taken at previous figures.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 

Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling subscriber to Circular for a. year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 

with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 

newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary’, f°r 
filing at the office.
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West India Committee,

Billiter House, Billiter Street, London, E.C.

January, 1891.

THE McKINLEY TARIFF ACT.—Wuh regard to the marking of goods, the following 

letter from t Treasury Department of Washington has been kindly placed at the disposal of the 

Committee by the Colonial Company, Limited, to whose correspondents in New York it was 

addressed. “ Treasury Department, Washington, 27th December, rSqo,—Gentlemen, in reply to 

your letter of the 22nd instant, you are informed that, in the opinion of the Department, the 
provisions of Section 6 of the Act of October 1st, 1890, will be substantially complied with, if pack

age's containing sugar and molasses are ‘marked, stamped, branded, or labelled,’ with the 

names Br itish Guiana, British West Indies, French West Indies and Spanish West Indies, when 
imp -1 fr< n those countries. The name of the particular island need not necessarily appear. 
By a caref i • t ling of said section, you will see that on and after March 1st, 1891, all packages. 

containi:.g .triy imported articles, whether free or dutiable, must be marked, stamped, branded or 
labcih 1, in order to entitle the merchandise to entry at the Custom-house. The fact that raw 
Sugars im ■ort< d from any of the countries named, are, a few hours after entry, melted at the 
refim ry, cannot operate to do away with the marking of the packages containing the same. In 
reply to \ our suggestion that the marks on bags of Sugar are liable to become obliterated by 
drainage, Ac., I have to state that as the law absolutely requires such marking, you must see to it 
that the marking is done in some indelible manner, else the entry of the merchandise at the 
Custom-house might be jeopardised.—(Signed) O. Z. Spaulding, Assistant Secretary.”

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.—At the last meeting of the General Purposes Committee, 
the date of the Annual Meeting of the West India Committee was fixed for February 5th. At the 
same meeting a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Wallwyn Poyer B. Shepheard for his exposition 
of and commentary upon the McKinley Tariff Act, printed in Circular No. 60. The vote having 
been officially communicated to Mr. Shepheard, was duly acknowledged by him.

EUROPEAN RUM.—In continuation of previous correspondence, the following letter, 
dated 22nd December, 1890, has been received from the Customs. “The Chairman : Sir^With 
reference to your letter of the 9th instant, I am directed by the Board of Customs to acquaint you 
that entries for importations of Spirits under the designation of Rum continue to be accepted by 
the department from whatever country the importation may have come, but that the Board are 
awaiting from the Treasury directions on a recommendation which was made to their Lordships 
b the Board, when the question was previously under notice, that importations of Rum might be 
classified as follows on entry with the Customs, viz.: («) Rum imported from ports in Sugar-cane 

‘o ]J in.r countries; (ft) Imitation Rum from ports in countries in which the Sugar-cane is not 

nroduced0 with provision for verification by documents of any Rum, which having really been 
, 1' in ,daces covered by class ft may find its way into the United Kingdom from p ces

P d bv Class b (Signed) John Coukroux." (Nortc-In reference to the above letter, 
jXXX JoA* word - Rum " in connection with imports from Europe sti.1 rem 

Such imports should be classed as “Mixed Spirits.")
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IMPERIA^. TREATIES,following letter has been addressed to the Trade and 

Treaties Committee “January i^t.-The Secretary : Sir,-As the result of eorr-i- .J. m- 
with the Colonial Office, we have been advised, to communicate to you our ■ - ade
and Treaties Committee would be pleased to accept our views, as representing the propHbtait ■•.nd 

mercantile interests of the British West India Colonies, regarding the future bearing of imperial 
treaties upon the interest? of those colonies. We shall be glad to receive an intimation from you 
as to the probable date upon which the Committee would consent to hear a witness on our behalf, 
so that any preliminary statement of the points we wish to raise may be in the hands of the C om

mittee in due time.— (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

CANADA AND THE WEST INDIES.—The following are the proposals submitted by 
the Hon. George E. Foster, the Finance Minister of Canada, to the West Indian Governments 
upon his recent visit:—“The Government of the Dominion of Canada, with a view to a mutually 
beneficial' extension of trade between that country and the British West India Islands has 
authorised me to make the following proposals to your Government :— tst. The Government of 
Canada will ask such legislation as will permit the introduction of all Sugars, being the produ t of 
the British West India Islands, to be used for refining purposes, at a reduction from the present 
duty of about125 per cent, and of fruits, being the product of the said Islands, ata reduced differentia! 
duty to be agreed upon. 2rid. In return for this differential treatment of Sugars and Fruits, the 
British West India Islands are asked to accord an equivalent differential treatment to the products of 
imported into their territory comprised under the following heads :—(<z) The products of the 
Forest. (^) The products of the Sea. (r) Agricultural products of all kinds. (7) Animalsand 
their products, (4 Coal. (/") Such manufactured articles as may be agreed upon. As an earnest 
of its desire to enlarge it strade relations with the British West Indies, the Government of Canada 
has already made arrangements to establish two important lines of regular steam communication 
—one to make sixteen trips per year between St. John and Demerara, touching at all the principal 
Leeward and Windward [Islands and one to make twelve trips per year between Halifax and 
Jamaica—the cost of which to Canada will amount to about 88,000 dollars per year. In 
return for thsse services, which are of equal benefit to both countries, the Government of Canada 
confidently expects the co-operation of your Government in the way of reasonable concessions to 
the lines established and compensating liberal differentials upon the Canadian products above 
mentioned. If the principle of this proposal is accepted by your Government, the details can be 
arranged either by correspondence or by a deputation from the British West Indies to the 
Canadian Government at Ottawa. May I ask your earnest and prompt consideration of this 
proposal and the favour of an answer thereto at your earliest convenience.—(Signed) Gf.orge E. 
Foster, Minister of Finance, Canada."’ The above proposals have excited much interest among all 
connected with the West India Colonies in the United Kingdom. The letter of the Chairman of 
the West India Committee, printed in the Times of the 9th January, will have been noticed and upon 
the 15th January the following letter was addressed to the Secretary of State:— “ My Lord,—As 
your Lordship has now probably under consideration official despatches from the West India 
Colonies containing the proposals made by the Hon. G. Ei Foster, the Finance Minister of Canada 
for a reciprocal Trade arrangement between those Colonies and the Dominion, we beg respect
fully to express the following views in regard to those proposals. While cordially desiring to see
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and i A aid the development of commercial intercourse.between the’West Indies and Canada we 
think the present scheme is impracticable, for reasons stated below :^-i. The reduction of twenty- 
five per cent, proposed upon West Indian Sugar and other products when imported into Canada, 
would, no doubt be an advantage if Canada could take the whole of the West Indian Sugar crop 
and if the benefit thereby gained would be at all equivalent to the considerable surrender of 
revenue which would have to be made by the West India Colonies. 2. The Dominion, however, 
could only take one-third of the West Indian Sugar crop, or 110,060 to 120,000 tons annually, and 
it would be many years before 300,000 tons, the present crop of the West Indies, including British 
Guiana, could find a market in Canada. 3. The United States, on the other hand, propose to 
admit duty free all Sugars up to number sixteen Dutch standard; that is to.say, all such Sugars as 
are produced in the West Indian Colonies. The growing population, and the cheapening of 
Sugar in the United States must result in a rapid increase of consumption, and make 
that market a still more favourable one for West Indian produce. Nor do the United 
Stat’-s require any reciprocal Tariff legislation of an onerous or exclusive character. 4. But 
if any formal arrangement, such as that proposed by Mr. Foster, should be made with Canada 
there could be no doubt that a prohibitory duty would at once be placed in the United States 
upon West Indian Sugar. 5. The position of the Colonies would therefore be that while they 
could send a third of their crop to Canada, the principal market for the disposal of the remainder, 
namely, the United States, would be closed against them. 6. The West India Colonies have in 
recent years sent increasing quantities of Sugar to the United States—such tendency being largely 
caused by the unequal competition with Bounty-aided Sugar in the English Market. The Bounty 
system still exists, and the English Market must therefore continue to remain—except perhaps 
ocr isionally and from special causes—unfavourable to British Colonial Sugar. In these cir- 
urnstan-es it would be impossible to risk, in any shape or form, the free and equal admission of 

West Indian Sugar into the United States. While desirous, as stated above, of witnessing the 
natural and legitimate growth of trade between the West Indies and Canada, we beg humbly to 
pray that vour Lordship would be pleased to disapprove of the particular proposals now sub
mitted by Mr. Foster.—'Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

BRITISH GUIANA LAW OF INHERITANCE.—A copy of Counsel’s opinion as to the 
probable result of an appeal to a Higher Court, from the ruling of the Local Courts, can be seen 
at this office. The opinion is unfavourable to such an appeal. The rights arising out of the 
community of goods between spouses, which form such an important feature in the Roman Dutch 
Law in force in British Guiana, must exist wherever the community is not clearly excluded by ante
nuptial contract. Marriage settlements should be drawn so as to preclude any doubt arising on the 
question of exclusion of community of goods. The question now appears to be confined to 
legislation, and upon this point it is understood that the British Guiana Planters Association are in 

communication with the Colonial Government.
TRINIDAD.__A great deal of information, in copies of official and other papers, has been 

received from Trinidad. A request has been submitted to Lord Knutsford to receive a deputation 
upon some of the more important points, and it is hoped that the interview will take place before 

next mail.
COLONIAL BANK__The following is an extract from the report of the Colonial Bank, 

submitted to the proprietors on 8th January, .89. " During the past Half-year the progress of



the Bank’s busing prides'of Sugar have been moderate, but the West

Indies generally, with the exception of Trinidad, show signs 6f increasing prosperity. The seasons 
so far have not been favourable 'for tlie coming crop, which, it is anticipated, will fall short of that 

just reaped; but it is hoped-that the McKinley Tariff will operate greatly to the advantage of the 

growers of West India Sugar.’
DISTRESS IN ANGUILLA.-The following letter his been received from Lord 

Knutsford. The Chairman is taking steps to put forward the appeal suggested by his lordship. 

“ Downing Street, 13th January,' 1891 ; Sir,—I am directed by Lord Knutsford to transmit to you, 
to be laid before the West India Committee, a copy of a despatch from the Governor of the 

Leeward Islands, reporting that a serious famine exists in th^ Island oi Anguilla in consequence 
of the total failure of the .provision crops from long-continued drought. Lord Knutsford 

is not prepared to recommend an application to Parliament for a grant-in-aid, but it 
has occurred to him that the West India Committee might be disposed to set on foot 

an appeal for subscriptions to a fund in aid of the sufferers by the i Signed) Edward

Wingfield.”

FRENCH SUGAR LEGISLATION.—The Bulletin des Halles, of 20th December, 1890, 
gives the following as the new law proposed by the French Government in regard to sugar of 
crop 1890-91. Art. 1.—Those fabricants who elect to’ surrender their right to the advantage 
arising from the legal prise en charge, shall have an allowance made of 20 per cent.on their total pro
duction of sugar in crop 1890 91. As in the case of the surplus production, the Sugar comprised 
in such allowance of 20 per cent, shall pay the tax of 30 francs per IOO kilos. Art. 2. -On and 
after 1st September, 1891, the legal prise en charge shall be fixed at 775 per cent, of refined sugar 
per 100 kilos Of beets. But according to the Journal- des fabricants de Sucre, of 17th Decem
ber, 1890 thp French Minister of Agriculture does not support that proposed system. He is in 
favour of a scheme for reducing the prise en charge as follows, such reduction not to apply in those 
cases .'where the yield reaches 10’50 per cent, or more; in such cases he would let the prise en charge 
remain 775 per cent, as at present. To fabricants having a yield of 9 to IO per cent., he would 
reduce-the prise en charged 7*25 per cent.; and to those with a yield of less than 9 per cent, he 

: would’ fix the prise en chaige zX 7 per cent. It seems probable that the proposals of the Government 
will be adopted rather than those of the Minister of Agriculture..

Visible Supplies;--^Licht’s Monthly Circular for January isnot yet to hand. The following is 
Mr. Czarni<ow’s estimate :—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,209.951 tons against 1,287.500; 
United States, 55,000, against 19,561;. Havana, 44,000, against i2;ooo. Total 1,30^951, against 

, 1,319,061. tQ.n§^ame t|me las.t year.

f . SUGAR LN UNIJED KINGDOM.—First two weeks’ landings of raw Sugar at four 
principal jmrts. : —18.655. against 25,256 last year. Deliveries, 17,702, against 26.253. Stocks, 
i 16,869, against 176,631.

, WEA [ HER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, January 1st. w gather showery and favourable for 
cultivation; 17th, heavy rains, beneficial to cultivation. Trinidad, January 15th, weather too dry. 
Barbados, 6th, showery; Antigua, December 27th, good si dW have fallen generally since 
mail, December 3rd, to the extent of one-and-a-half to three inches.

' - ; uy- ; t -’H x. r _ JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

information, correction's. Ac., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Also 
Subscriptions of One Gumea- and upwards. entitlin z Subscriber to Circular for a year and other 
papers. ■ Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
W1^ regard joweather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, ami not desirods of retaining them are requested to send them to the* Secretary for 
filing at the office. These Circulars are marked “Confidential ’ to prevent correspondene-’ nd 
proceedings being forwarded to the public press without previous consent being given



CONFIDENTIAL] [CIRCULAR No 63.

West India Committee,
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MW TREATIES c< >MMITTFE.—-The Chairman and Secretary
the Bter ide on the ->th February. to represent the views of the West India Committee in

trd to th.- bearing of Imperial Treaties upon the interests of the West India Colonies. There 

were present the Right Hori. A. J. Mundella, M.P., intheChair ; Sir William Ewart, Sir Joseph Lee, 
’ n> : SJ MT.: Mr. C. M. Kennedy, C.B. ; Mr. C. E. Bousfield, Mr. Frederick
Bfkia ti Mr. R. ( nTm. and Mr. A. E. Bateman (Secretary), and Mr. Bence-Jones (Assistant 

- r. tarj The following statement was submitted by Mr. Lubbock, and the several points were 
supported at length by him after the statement had been read:—‘‘The West India CommittW 
consists of pro; merchants, bankers, and others connected with the British West Indies and
British Guiana. They represent the whole of the West India interest in the United Kingdom, and 

also the xiews of the proprietary and mercantile interests in those Colonies. The follow

ing points are submitted for the consideration of the Trade and Treaties Committee: 
That in future Commercial Treaties between Great Britain and Foreign Powers, whether consisting 
simply of Favoured Nation Clauses, or stipulating for specific Tariff rates, provision should be 
made by which the West India Colonies should be consulted, or should have power to make 
independently of those treaties, trade arrangements of their own in the same way as Canada has 
done, and as it is now proposed that all the self-governing Colonies should do, provided that no 

advantage be given to foreign countries, which is not at the same time extended to Great Britain 
and all British possessions. The effect of the present system is to give to foreign powers having 
no trade with these Colonies, and no interest in them, the power of preventing trade arrangements 
with the United States, which would be of great advantage to those Colonies. The United States 
construing the Favoured Nation treatment, not in the ngid Eurdpean sen^e, but simply as granting the 

ri edit to Most Favoured Nation treatment under like conditions; i.e., that special favour conferred 
on one country for special consideration is only to be allowed to another country, under the 
Favoured Nation Clause, for a similar consideration. For instance, in 1884, negotiations took 
place (^v Commercial, No. 4, 1885) between the United States and the West Indies tp regulate 
the large trade between the two countries and to provide for a mutual remission of duties upon 
the goods exchanged. At that time, such a Treaty would have been of enormous advantage to 
the Colonies, as it would have given,, to their Sugar a beneficial market in the United States. 
One strong argument for such Treaty was, that in the Treaty between Great Britain 
and the United States in 1815, the West Indies were expressly excluded from the operation 
of the Favoured Nation Clause: and as the United States' m 1884 were 
making reciprocal arrangements with other American countries, the West Indies, being without 
the right of Favoured Nation treatment, would have been placed at a great disadvantage in their 
trade with the United States. Article XIII. provided that the privileges of the Treaty should not 

extend to other countries under Favoured Nation Clauses, unless those other countries gave an 
equivalent consideration; but if such claim should be made by any other country, and should be 
allowed, then the Treaty might be terminated. The British Government, however, objected to the



the Committee, as to representations to Her Majesty’s Government. In the meantime, the follow
ing letter has been addressed to Lord Knutsford: “ i ith February, 1891. My Lord,—Having 
seen the announcement that Brazil has entered into a Reciprocity Treaty with the United States of 
America—and also that the Government of Spain have consented to a similar Treaty being negoti
ated between Cuba and the United- States, I have the honour to request, having regard to the 
extremely important bearing of such Treaties upon the commercial relations of the British West 
Indies with the United States—that your Lordship would be pleased to move the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to obtain the earliest information respecting such Treaties ; and I have 
further humbly to ask that you would be pleased to favour the West India Committee with the 
information so obtained, as it might involve consequences of the most urgent importance to the 
productive and commercial interests of the West India Colonies. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman. ’

EUROPEAN OR IMITATION RUM.—With reference to the letter from the Customs 
printed in last Circular (No. 62), a letter was sent to the Board on the 5th February as follows:— 
“ Sirs,—We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd December, 
a copy of which we enclose. May we now respectfully ask what is the decision of the Treasury 
upon the recommendation of your Honourable Board as to the distinction between Rum from 
sugar cane producing countries and imitation Rum from non-sugar cane producing countries. We 
beg to repeat our suggestion that in the latter case the article should not be denominated “ Rum,” 
but should be. accepted by the Customs on. importation as “mixed spirits.” (Signed) J. L. Ohlson, 
Secretary.” The following reply has been received, dated Custom House, 12th February, 1891. “ I 
am directed by the Board of Customs to acknowledge the receipt of your further letter of the 5th 
instant, and to acquaint yOU that, with reference to that part of the letter from the Board of the 22nd 
December last, on your previous application, in which you wer6 informed that the subject was 
under the consideration of the Lords of the Treasury, and as the matter still remains in that posi
tion, the Board have sent a copy of the present application to their Lordships for directions. 
(Signed) R. T. Prowse.”

3ugar Imports, United Kingdom.—(Board of Trade Returns.)

opo?OQ|. ... ...
428^ ... ... ... aonjnuo'J r

1889.

Tons.

1890.

Tons.
TotaLlmpOFts of Refined Sugar 451,196 498,878

Ditto Unrefined ditto
oX4’rQc «»» ... ... rnob^niX

877,178 785,874

The imports of Refined and Unrefined were :— 142^374 1,284,752

1889. 1890.
Beet Countries 855,769 984,904
United-States 510 14,644
British Cane

9a oi noiiaauD infiiroami ^dT 1 195,452
I 4 1 CT a/D TT

114,926
foreign cane ... ... • ... .. 276,643 170,278

yd pi amoo od Hiw noiabef rw bnc .noiin’iobLnc
1,328,374 1,284,7.52
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Meanwhile America having quietly made some important purchases of Beet, an unexpected

BEET ( ROPS.—The following are Mr. Licht’s latest figures:—

1890-91. 1889-90. 1888-89-
Germany 1,325,000 1,264,607 990,604
Austria... 760,000 753,078 523,242
France ... 750,000 787,989 466,767
Russia ... 530,000 456,7n 526,387
Belgium 200,000 221,480 145,804
Holland 50,000 55,8i3 46,040
Other Countries ... 75,000 80,000 87,000

Total
— —
3,690,000 3.619,678 2,785,844

Cane (Clark) 2,332,000 2,157,000 2,275,000
• — —
SUGAR PROSPECTS.—(H. Clark & Co., 7th February) —“ The frozen condition of the

German rivers has prevented the arrival in the United Kingdom of the customary Beet su pplies.

demand from this quarter has arisen for this description, and has imparted strength to the market 
in every department. The future of prices hinges on the requirements of America in anticipation 

of the abolition of the Customs’ duties, say id. per lb. on all qualities up to No. 16 standard, which 
comes into operation on the ist of April. Until the last few days public opinion has been divided 
as to the effect on values which this change may bring about.”

SUGAR CROPS.—The temperature in Beet countries has been low and dry. The 
fabrication in France approaches rapidly to its close. The deficit in the French crop is provision

ally confirmed. There is great uncertainty in France, owing to possible effect of fiscal changes. 
With regard to Cane and Beet, a stationary, if not a decreased production/is expected ; and with 
a larger demand in the United States, there is apparently nn all sides an anticipation of firm 

prices.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—The following is Mr. Czarnikow’s estimate: Europe and cargoes 
afloat to Europe, (,414,635 tons, against 1,424108; United States, 59,000, against 15,529; 
Havana, 64,000, against 31,000; total, l,537>635, against 1,470637 tons same time last year.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First six weeks’ landings of raw Sugar at four prin
cipal ports 84,684 against 74,543 last year. Deliveries, 89,627 against 90,761. Stocks, 110,983 

against 161,846.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, February 3rd, weather showery. Trinidad, 
January 23rd, weather too dry; 27th, weather too dry; 29th, weather too dry; February 4th, 
weather too dry; 5th, weather fine for harvesting; nth, weather too dry. Barbados, January 

10th, showery; Feb. 16th, showery.
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

information, corrections. &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year and other 
papers Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. These Circulars are marked “ Confidential to prevent correspondence and 
proceedings being forwarded to the public press without previous consent being given.
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BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

i 6 th March, 1891

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.—The Annual Meeting was held on 18th February, Mr. 
Lubbock, the Chairman, presiding. The adoption of the Report upon the proceedings of the year 
1890, was moved by the Chairman, duly seconded and carried unanimously. The Report had 
already been circulated to Members. The Secretary submitted a proof of the Accounts for 1890, 
which was approved, ordered to be submitted to Auditor, and supplied to Members on application. 
The Chairman announced that Mr. Gaviller, on account of ill health, retired from the General 
Purposes Committee. Mr. John F. Daniel and Mr. T. C. Edwards Moss, M.P., were elected 
Members of the General Purposes Committee. Sir Thomas Thornhill, Bart., moved, and it was 
duly seconded and carried unanimously, that the best thanks of the West India Committee be 
presented to the Chairman. Mr. Lubbock having acknowledged the vote, the meeting closed.

EUROPEAN RUM.—Mr. Lubbock gave evidence on the loth February before the House 
of Commons Committee on British and Foreign Spirits. The matter was fully explained, and it is 
probable that the Committee will report in favour of the proposal of the Customs, that a distinction 
should be drawn between Rum imported from cane-producing countries and from non-cane
producing countries, with a system of certificates in the case of Rum transhipped from the latter 
class of countries, so as to identify it according to its origin. It was explained to the Select Com
mittee that this would be a partial remedy, although it would be desirable not to use the word Rum 
at all in connection with the Continental mixture.

RUM SURTAX.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer has intimated to the West India 
Committee that he cannot hold out any prospect at present of a readjustment of this duty. The 
point was also submitted by Mr. Lubbock to the Select Committee above mentioned, as an instance 
of considerable protection in favour of home-made Whisky and Gin, and therefore as a grave 
injusfibfe to ynJzE Jedi 02 . inao Tsq r.T- ; * ; aet

THE McKINLEY TARIFF ACT.—The conclusion of a reciprocity treaty between Brazil 
and the United States is a fact that must not be overlooked by the West India Colonies in con
sidering the desirability of opening negotiations with the United States upon tariff questions. It 
is understood that the British Government will take, at present at least, no action in regard to any 
changes that might be proposed. The West India tariffs are so reasonable and equal in their 
operation that it is not expected any alterations will be necessary. At the same time, the matter is 
one of such importance as to demand the closest attention of the Coldniek. It is not unlikely that 

the proposals fora trade arrangement between the West Indies and Canada will 4?e stiB further 
pressed by the latter country upon the I^ome Government. It is essential that the West India 
Colonies should take up a most decided position with regard to this matter, as the proposed trade 
arrangement in present circumstances would be clearly detrimental to , the interests of these 

Colonies.



2

: b OfE UNION was, we are informed, constituted under a Deed of Trust of
the 28th Febnikry, 1890/^ Trustees are Audley C. Miles, Spencer H. Curtis, J. Strachan 

Bridges, R. Rutherford, T. J. Wilkinsoh, Athwart' G^rdnet, W6'P. B. Shepheard, F. M. Alleyne, 
John F. Daniel, and A. J. McConnell, Esquires. The objects of the Union are to promote, without 
inte^en&QO'kyF&inaty^^^ Arrangements '8f trade, thdjihHlic demand and inquiry for 

Cane Sugars by advertising, travellers and other means, and to safeguard the consumers by means of 
a trade mark, ;ahd th’e'^r^sedb’tibn of vendors, who sell as Cane Sugar, imitations made from Beet 
Sugar. The funds of the Union are raised by a trade rate on all Sugars imported by the com-

WS halfpenny'per cwt. Among 
APAVsrC

^tfrtll^^Sipbffl & Wffk'ink^&^aVfl^

of the
frdstces mi?^P19AI/ic6W€^?d by

^krl^ri^Hffig^gt^ z?^binted to^^iPWd^rimr me

^f^s STTHe'Union to tPe fierce 6f the leading retail houses in London ami
ihdr^s\^f/ofL’ fnPfid action i&WPlHUh^oi^f^HWsMfb^

HW the rh^A^is of (fe

We^Sf^Pe^ftM&^kftiyhG^ 11 (At the last meetf^ ^Pf^kU^n^Vkl Committee a re

W($s WKft?4^ppq5 and obj^qts of,the CanejSug^r i qny) .,

ai ji p^kN^/^^^hted

^i^ewe

6ft°Sbrother artiJIb 
(?AHi vH& &c^ ^A^a^ tcPtWe1

Afe^’^h^^e^^^^hall 
have come into force. ThU is evidently in tended* TdA^^EVerih H'S hgarTa^ lb^ 

j^^jlib^wm^^biO^eYT?#  ̂ (great. st,rp$s Jn, im^ Bi;ll. The
ffH^ant^yijiflig^

d¥H4^%gpt be eal^^P

thus : 10-50 per cent, less 7-75 = 2-75 per cent, so that, as the Sugar obtain^Jp^^ce^.pJ 7 ^per cenL

enjoys a <PfiJt«¥0!fiflWEJSfr-2ft¥TPer 100

diffie^Afe^bfe^een thL and 
^e-0P£MOfPoIfefila6PdI¥n Jt^^ on

ni noil'JB on i« inesoiq is Hiw inammavoO rfahhH edl Jsrfj boo^ebnu ai 
aiefb ni Uupe bna yldanoaBoi o^ »» afliw .sibnl teeW orfT .beaoqoiq 9d tri^irn larlt easflfcfb 
^i §MPA& ^MW^n3ff^eJn8TP^^ have
JoWn postponed until atteif.^sje^, noijn;)j)e Jz92ob sHt bnfim9b oj 93nBno<|r[li 1o 

aeritiul 'GU^AfNA to
^tfedun^fuislHoH^r $mrnrgFarih^6o8$^ cdffiirig- season,; has been declined. From a 

IbtteV adt^sWkby the'GbVdfnmentjth^the-Plantersb Association^ it appears that the reason giveh 
fd^'the reftfsaVisJ becAusd bf**We ifitereakied amount- that would- have to be contributed by the
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■Colony. The Planters’ Association, in acknowledging this letter, express their great disappoint
ment at the Governor’s decision, which they regard as inimical to the interests of the Colony. The 
Chamber of Commerce have passed the following resolution on the subject.—“That this 
Chamber recognising the close affinity between the agricultural and commercial prosperity of 
the Colony, deplores the action of the Government in not granting the application made to the 
Court of Policy by the Sugar plantations for an increased number of immigrants from Calcutta, 
thus retarding, in the opinion of this Chamber, the progress and welfare of the Colony.” (This 
matter is now ripe for any action which the proprietors in this country may decide to take in sup
port of the proposal made to the Colonial Government.)

BEE! PROSPECTS.—Upon the whole the weather in France has been propitious for work 
in the fields. 1 he long frost, however, did considerable harm, and roots have been lost over large 
areas. As the yield is thus likely to be affected, the demand for the new law has become stronger. 
Different opinions are, however, still expressed as to the actual crop. In Germany the weather 
up to 6th March was variable but mild. In Austria-Hungary the weather had not been so favour
able, and in important districts the fabricants and cultivators were uncertain as to the final result. 
The following are Mr. Licht’s latest estimates of the European Beet Sugar production :—

1890-1. 
Tons.

1889-90. 
Tons.

1888-9. 
Tons.

Germany - 1,325,000 1,264,607 990,604
Austria - _______ 760,000 753,078 523,242
France -------- 700,000 787,989 466,767
Russia -------- 530,000 456,711 526,387
Belgium -------- 200,000 221,480 145,804
Holland -------- 65,000 55,813 46,040
Other countries ------ 80,000 80,000 87,000

3,660,000 3,619,678 2,785,844
VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—The following is Mr. Czarnikow’s estimate, March 12th :—Europe 

and cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,416,310 tons, against 1,384,723 last year; United States, 79,000 
against 45,412; Havana, 106,000 against 76,000. Total, 1,601,310, against 1,506,135 in 1890. 
Messrs. H. Clark & Co., 7th March, estimate as follows :—Europe and afloat from the East for 
Europe, 1,447,000, against 1,470,000; United States, 90,000 against 35,000; Havana, 75,000 
against 48,000. Total, 1,612,000 against 1,553,000.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First ten weeks’ landings of raw sugar at four 
principal ports , —158,004 against 139,421 last year. Deliveries, 164,720 against 164,650. Stocks, 
109,210 against 152,399.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, February 24th, wet weather continues; 24th, 
finer weather since last message, generally acceptable; March 2nd, wet weather continues; 13th, 
weather too wet. Trinidad, February 16th, weather too dry; 18th, weather fine for harvesting; 
20th, weather favourable, crop progressing satisfactorily; 24th, weather too dry; March 2nd, 
weather too dry ; 4th, weather fine for harvesting ; 10th, weather too dry. Barbados, 16th, slow 

reaping weather caused by light winds.
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office.
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BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, EC.

131'H April, 1891

THE COLONIES AND IMPERIAL TREATIES.—In discussing- a motion by Colonel 
Howard Vincent, in the House of Commons, on March 23, Sir M. Hicks-Beach said:—“His hon. 
friend considered that the project of promoting a closer commercial union between ourselves and the 
Colonies was seriously interfered with by the provisions of the Zollverein and Belgian Treaties to 
which he had referred. But what was interfered with by the provisions of those treaties was the 
particular proposal which the hon. member made to the House a short time ago for an arrange
ment between this country and the Colonies of a preferential kind against foreign countries. That 
was the proposal which his hon. friend made, but for which he had not yet obtained the sanction 
of Parliament. The hon. gentleman himself admitted that, so far as any arrangements of the kind 
he desired between the Colonies themselves, or between the Colonies and the mother country were 
concerned, the clause in the Belgian and Zollverein Treaties did not prevent them. The hon. 
member was aware “hat when these treaties were entered into, a reciprocity treaty between Canada 
and the United States was in existence, and since then had been passed an Act of 1873, which 
enabled reciprocity arrangements of that sort to be made between our Australasian Colonies, and 
arrangements had been made in the last two or three years between Our South African Colonies 
and the Orange Free State and the Transvaal. So it was perfectly clear that this clause did not 
prevent arrangements of that kind between our Colonies or between the Colonies and foreign 
State£”‘; 1 ' U B \ <£-£5^~ .b^ouhmmi naad ever! alnsigimrni 1

eoni8 Jnazanq is nsrfj UjnemnsqoG lagisf s gniiiupai Juorihw ?ilubs ; gilub

GOVERNORS.—Sir Walter Sendall, Governor of Barbados, and Lord Gormanston, 
Governor of British Guiana, are in England on leave. Brigade-Surgeon Valentine Skipton 
Gouldsbury, late of the Gambia, has been gazetted Administrator of St. Luciaj

oi;*Q^l aisay arfi ^nhub sTutnobni labnu ladmun orb msrh aiom ton ai aiutnabni Tobnu won
JAMAICA COOLIE IMMIGRATION.—The first of two ships during the present season, 

the Erne, arrived at Jamaica on sdi no Wnsnstlxe asw luodsl Io vtimsaa

SUGAR NEWS FROM THE UNITED STA.W&-^Pthe0 result of a correspondence?* 

between the West India Committee and Dalziel’s Telegraphic Agency, t,he information as to the
_ , ~ bryi. ypxjil. nrDagsgna aiorn gnimqoad^>ia*//.?Jnn-&immLbaiuiner>nLnw orb jsnipns 

state of the Sugar Market in thq United States has been considerably and usefully extended. The 
thanks of the Committee are due to Messrs. Dalziel for their courtesy and attention.

t i L unn anibnoYad Ion 21 noirfw ^InfiTgirnmi ^80,0 ioi noiliziupai s bns .baaism aiom amoa
THE McKINLEY ACT.—Referencfesncfi^6 been nfh^ L%gi^filrei ^British

Guiana, Barbados, and other colonies, to the possible operation of the Reciprocity Clause of the 
McKinley Tariff Act. Sir Walter Sendall, in his address on the opening of the Legislative Session 

aaa oJ lisl aw vs? bl {Huhoaqaai gad aW .alob 000,002 bnoyad nobudrUnoo g'YndfoD arblo azsaioni
H yisifidis yns .ynofoD adj lb yliiaqzoiq aril aniaonbo yllsiiv o? rbidw labsm s nr ^rfw
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in Barbados, 1891-2, says “ I have ventured in addressing the Secretary of State, to suggest that a 
copy of ourCustoms-Tariff should be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, with 
the view of eliciting, if possible, some information as to whether it is likely to bring us within the 
scope of the penal provisions of the section referred to.” With regard to British Guiana, it is 
reported that a copy of the Tariff has been forwarded to Washington with a communication from 
the Colonial Office. The West India Committee have up to the present taken no part in promoting 
these negotiations. (Since the above was in type, it has been ascertained that no communication 
on Tariff questions has taken place with the United States.)

lenoIoD vd norlom & 'ynisauoaib ni—.^HITAS-HT. dAIH/PH/il GJ4A 23IWOJLOO
BRITISH GUIANA IMMIGRATION—The following letter has been addressed to Lord 

Knutsford, 20th March :—“ My Lord,—I have the honour to call your Lordship’s attention to. a •
matter which concerns the Sugar industry in British Guiana. So urgent was the demad for labour, 
that a requisition was sent into the Colonial Government for 6,985 immigrants to be introduced 
during the coming season from India. It became kuown that instead of complying with this 
requisition, the Government restricted the number of immigrants to be introduced to 5,000. The 
reasons advanced by the Government for this course were connected with the Indenture Fee, and 
other financial arrangements ; but so far as the Indenture Fee is concerned, a moderate increase 
such as that proposed by the Immigration Agent-General in his letter to the Planters’ Association 
of the 16th February, 1891, would not perhaps be a ground of objection. But with every increase 
to the labour supply of the Colony, we think that the consequent increase of expenditure should be 
shared by the acreage tax, which was intended to keep at a reasonable level the indenture fees 
op Coolies allotted. As to the extra supervision required, we do not think the Depart mental expenses 
need be increased. In dealing with the large East Indian population in the Colony, and the con
siderable arrivals every year, such an addition as the arrival of an extra thousand people in one year 
could make no appreciable difference in such expenses. In some previous years the following number 
of immigrants have been introduced, viz. : —1873-4, 7,056 adults; 1877-8, 6,903 adults ; 1878-9, 5,905 
adults; 1884-5, 5,647 adults—without requiring a larger Departmental Staff than at present. Since 
1884-5, owing to various causes, the immigration has been kept at a reduced rate, necessitating 
the larger number which has been the basis of application for the coming season. It should also 
be mentioned, in connection with the Departmental expenses, that the total number of immigrants 
now under indenture is not more than half the number under indenture during the years 1870 to 
1874. In January, 1890, the British Guiana Planters’Association informed the Government that 
scarcity of labour was experienced on the Sugar estates during the season then closing—that on 
every side there were reports of arrears of tillage which could not.be overtaken—that gold-digging, 
timber-cutting, public works, and other means of employment were absorbing the Creole labour, 
and that the unindentured immigrants were becoming more engaged in trade and other occupa
tions. Since the beginning ©f the year 1890 the scarcity of labour for the Sugar Estates has be
come more marked, and a requisition for 6,085 immigrants, which is not beyond the actual require- 
ments of the Estates, has been sent in for the season 1891-2. The Government, however, have 
a^par^ptly decided . that no more than 5,000 should.be introduced,, the ground of objection to the 
larger number being narrowed to the single point, that the larger number, would necessitate the 
increase of the Colony’s contribution beyond 200,000 dots. We beg respectfully to say we fail to see 
why, in a matter which so vitally concerns the prosperity of the Colony, any arbitrary line should be

should.be
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rawn in regard to the contribution from the general Revenue, especially as the Revenue is largely 
benefitted, and more than recouped any such expense, by the introduction of immigrants. We. 

venture to express our concurrence with the opinion expressed by the Planters’ Association in 
their letter to the Government, dated 23rd February, 1891, that the decision to restrict immigration 
below actual requirements is inimical to the progress of the Colony; and in order to show that 
this view is__entertained by the commercial community of British Guiana, and represents, indeed, 
the general Reeling in the matter, we would ask your Lordship’s attention to the following resolution 
passed by the British Guiana Chamber of Commerce, at their meeting last month That this Cham
ber, recognising the close affinity between the agricultural and commercial prosperity of the Colony, 
deplores the action of the Government in not granting the application made to the Court of Policy 
by the Sugar Plantations, for an increased number of immigrants from Calcutta, thus retarding, in 
the opinion of this Chamber, the progress and welfare of the Colony.” We beg, therefore, humbly 
to pray that your Lordship would be pleased to communicate with his Excellency the Governor, 
with a view to a further consideration of the decision to restrict the labour supply, and if the 
additional expense to the Revenue is still urged as a reason for that policy, we would pray that, 
expenditure should be reduced in connection with other and unproductive objects, for the purposeof 
simply maintaining that industry upon which the whole prosperity of the country and its population 
entirely depends.—(Signed), N. Lubbock, Chairman.

COOLIE IMMIGRATION.—Dr. Oomiris, the Protector of Emigrants at Calcutta, is in 
London on his way to inspect the Coolie Receiving Colonies in the West Indies.

'<Ino ed .bevomeT yfnuod orif arow .bluow bnnlgnH of benoqxe rogue no irtoiq sdf eudT .nevig

THE CAPITAL INVESTED IN THE GERMAN SUGAR INDUSTRY.—“In the Journal 
des Fabricants de Sucre of the Sth inst., there appeared a review, signed by Mr. Georges Dureau, of 
an article published by Mr. Ernest Glanz, in the Neue Zeitschrift fur FuKenzuclzer industries 

by Professor Dr. C. Scheibler, the object of which was/o ascertain what is the amount of capital 
invested in the cultivation and manufacture of Sugar in Germany, and whether the capital so 
invested is remuneratively employed. The following particulars, taken from the review by Mr.

4 .noiroJb ' . j bloo c r t . aerf
Georges Dureau, show the conclusions at which the author arrived : N.B. —Raw sugar factories,
• ,4^ r. . • j nu bns pldsnozesenu as bofnoqei
&c., only are dealt with ; no particulars of the refining industry are given.
M . iaILAiWT. ns ei isdisew bloq,sdj tent ei ineniinoO pdf
Number of factories engaged in the production of raw Sugar in Germany 1888-9 ... 396
Quantity of roots used ... ... ... ... ... ... tons 7,896,183
Acreage under beet cultivation ..1 acres 691,918
Acreage capable of growing beet (rotation of crops) ... ... ... ... 2,421,207
Area suitable/or growing Beet represents 3’56-per cent, of the total arable land in Germany.
Capital invested in Beet lands 0004x7 ... - ... " ... ' ... J^d,*6do,ooo
Capital invested in Factories 0004X0 .7. "... * ... ‘ ... ... jo,000

Cost of cultivation of roots per tonj ... "... ... shillings
Cost of manufacture of roots per ton .xs -... ’ ... ■ „
Quantity-of raw Sugar manufactured ... ... " ... ... tons " 944,500

Quantity.of Molasses resulting 000.08 "... " ... " ... ' tons00 201,189
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Total cost of manufacture ... ... ... • •• ••• £12,570,000
Less agricultural offal ... ... ... ... • •• ...£1,238,400
Less value of Molasses W 9dt. yd bea^iqxs n^iniqo o ... 482,850 1,721,250

HGifSTgimmi ionteoi of noizioob orb hsrb ,1981 bhfS hoifib jnommovnD adj To,848,750

Add duty paid ... vnofoD. srfj . ... ... 3,158,97°
,boobni ^zfnsasiqbi bns ^ftfirbD d?hH9 lo yfinurnmoo IsioiSfnmoo sw vo Donisi id— «my 6

Cost of 944,500 tons raw Sugar = ... ... ... ... £14,007,720
Price realised for the Sugar ... ... ... Jin £15,584,326

„ „orblo ,, Molasses ... ... ... ... 482,850
Total ... ... ... ... ------ --------- £16,067,200

Profit realised by total industry ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,060,000

This profit divided over 396 factories gives per-factory about ... .. ... 5;O0O
or upon the average capital a profit of 2-88 per cent.

‘English statistics showed that Great Britain imported 1885 to 1889 one-and-a-half million 
tons Raw Sugar at a cost of £21,000,000 sterling = £13 6s. per ton (or leaving aside the abnormal 
year of 1889, £12 16s.) Deducting £1 per ton for cost and transport of delivery at refinery in 
London and Liverpool, the cost would be £12 6s. only.

The cost of production, drawback deducted, comes put at £10 ns. 6d., to which add bounty, m .SUnOiAs/ jo il □nj .fix/* •* / h *
18s. (excess of drawback over duty paid), £11 9s. 6d = cost to manufacturer if no bounty were 
given. Thus the profit on sugar exported to England would, were the bounty removed, be only 
16s. 6d. per ton, and this profit of 16s. 6d. falls to 6s. 6d. if the average sale price of 1885-1888, 
is taken. In either case the profit is insufficient to remunerate the capital invested. The export 
bounty has therefore not proved a great boon.’’

Isiias3 adj ai Isrfw nislisogs of rioirfw lo Jooido orfi *1 0 -iG io^
BEET PROSPECTS.—The weather in France has been unfavourable to work in the fields 

02 isjiqso sni .lopjenw bns .ynfirn^^rj n* to 9TuiJEiunbiii fto rr>”S”T *
and^ynless there is improvement, sowings will be delayed in completion. In Germany the weather 
has been too cold for any progress in vegetation. In Austria-Hungary the weather has again been 
reported as unseasonable, and unsatisfactory to cultivators. The general effect of the news from 
the Continent is that the cold weather is retarding the new crop. The following are Mr. Licht’s 
latest estimates of the European Beet Sugar production :_

1890-1. 1889^90 1888-9.

■ Tons. Tons. Tons.
Germany - 9ldfiiS16}oJ - 0 inoo - i,335,ooo 1,264,607 990,604

. , Austria - T 760,000 753,078 533,242
iy, . France 

Russia in-
- - - 700,000 -787,989 466,767
- - - 530,000 t r»s6>7'> > 526,387

Belgium - - - 200,000 221,480 145,804
Holland - - - 65,000 1 55(8,3 46,040
Other countries - r, 80,000

3,670,000

^ni; 80,000

3,619,678

87,000

2,785,844



VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—The following- is Mr. Czarnikow’s estimate, April 9th:—Europe 

and cargoes afloat to Europe. 1,438,212 tons against 1,367,995; United States 57,000 against 
53,392i Havana 147,000 against 121,000; total 1,642,212 against 1,542,387 tons. Messrs. H. 
Clark & Co., 8th April, estimate as followsEurope and afloat from the East for Europe, 

1,439,000 against 1,369,000; United States, 65,000 against 44,000; Havana, 132,000 against 
ioo,coo; total, 1,636000 against 1,513,000.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First fourteen weeks’ landings of raw sugar at four 
principal ports, 231,585 against 203,172 last >ear. Deliveries, 227,432 against 232,481. Stocks, 

120,079 against 148,319.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.— Demerara, March 21st, weather favourable for cultivation, 

but rain continues in Berbice; April 8th, weather dry but favourable; 8th, weather dry, some 
showers would be acceptable. Trinidad, March 17th, weather too dry; 18th, weather fine for 
harvesting; 24th, weather too dry; 30th, weather too dry; April 1st, weather fine for harvesting; 

7th, weather too dry. Barbados, April 13th, good reaping weather, very dry, rain much wanted 
over the island.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 

newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office.
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ii th May, 1891.

MERCHANDISE MARKS’ BILL.—This Bill, to amend the Act of 1887, has just passed 
the House of Lords. It provides that the Customs Entry relating to imported goods shall for the 
purposes of the Act be deemed to be a trade description applied to the goods. Under certain 
conditions the prosecution of offences shall be undertaken by the Board of Trade, out of moneys 
provided by Parliament, without affecting the power of any person or authority otherwise to 
undertake prosecutions.

IMITATION RUM.—The following is an extract from the report of the British and Foreign 
Spirits Committee, just presented to Parliament:—“ In the case of Rum, that name was long applied 
to the spirits coming from Cane-growing countries. A cheap imitation of it is now made on the 
Continent, and it would be easy to label it as an imitation in the bonded warehouses, though it 
would be very difficult to follow the imitation when it passed to the consumers. Your committee 
think that it is a reasonable desire on the part of the Cane-growing countries that their s pirits 
should continue to be called “ Rum,” and that imitations of it should be labelled as imitations. In 
the bonded warehouse Rum may be vatted or diluted to suit the consumer. The operations are 
unobjectionable ; but the rum importers complain that Hamburg imitation rum is blended with the 
true Rum, and they desire to prevent the mixture in bond. Such a mixture is now labelled “mixed 
Rum, E. and C.,” indicating that it is a mixtureof European and Colonial Rum. The amount of Rum 
imported from our colonies is between three and four million gallons, while the imitation Rum from 
Germany amounts only to 278,000. Your committee are of opinion that facilities should not be 
afforded by the Customs for making this mixture in bond, butthat Rum should be entered under that 
name when it comes from cane-growing countries, and that it should not be mixed with imitation Rums 
in bond. But it would be impracticable to protect it from admixture, when out of bond, either by the 
wholesale vendors, or by the publican, as there are no certain means of identifying such mixtures. 
It is easier, in the case of foreign Spirits, to determine whether, for instance, a Rum comes from a 
cane-growing country, such as Jamaica or Trinidad, or whether it is an imitation Rum made on the 
Continent from plain spirits flavoured with fragrant essences. But a standard of purity would be 
difficult of application, as the true Rums differ so much among themselves, the Jamaica Rum contain
ing twice as much of the ethers as that from Demerara. In the case of Brandies the bye-products 
are so similar in character and quantity to the whiskies that it would be impossible to lay down a 
safe standard. A standard of purity has been enacted in Switzerland for the sale of Spirits, but it 
is not applicable to Spirits made in this country.” In reply to an inquiry, the Board of Customs 
inform the West India Committee, 8th May, that the Board are now in communication with the 
Treasury as to carrying out the above; recommendations of the Select Committee.



perfected, that the world’s market might in a very short time assume an entirely changed aspect. 
In these circumstances, to seriously interfere with the export of Sugar for the sake of a new law, may 
well seem a dangerous experiment, and we can easily understand why it has not yet been possible 
to come to any compromise of the Bill. Such a compromise is, we think, not at all likely to be 
realised in the second reading, and, in any case, there is very little ground for the Secretary of 
State’s expectation that some understanding may be possibly come to between the second and 
third reading. It is much more probable that the debate now about to be continued will lead to 
no result. When France, in 1889-90, paid no less a sum than eighty-two million marks in export 
bounties for an industry that exports 200,000 to 300,000 tons, we think that until more is known as 
to the future development of this world’s industry, over twenty-five to thirty million marks in export 
bounties for 600,000 to 700,000 tons of exported Raw Sugar will still be borne by us.’ ” The 
Magdeburg Gazette contains the following, sent from Berlin, under date 30th April:—“Imperial 
Chancellor von Caprivi went to the Reichstag to-day in order to have long consultation in his room 
there with various members of the House, chiefly, it is assumed, in connection with the Sugar Tax 
question. Negotiations for an agreement are being actively carried on between the parties. As 
things stand, Mr. Orteris’s motion has the best prospect of obtaining a majority, viz., the Grant 
Bounties of M 1-25 for three years, and of M 1 for two years. No step in the third reading will 
take place until there is a sure prospect of an understanding being probable.”

BEET CROP.—Mr. Licht’s figures are the same as in last Circular.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—The following is Mr. Czarnikow’s estimate, May 7th:—Europe 
and cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,246,199 tons against 1,146,377; United States 97,000 against 
68,711; Havana 167,000 against 156,000; total 1,510,199 against 1,371,088 tons. Messrs. H. 
Clark & Co., 8th May, estimate as follows: — Europe and afloat from the East for Europe, 
1,249,000 against 1,162,000; United States, 88,000 against 53,000; Havana, 158,000 against 
156,000; total, 1,495,000 against 1,371,000.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First eighteen weeks’ landings of raw sugar at four 
principal ports, 297,369 against 259,491 last year. Deliveries, 299,886 against 297,762. Stocks, 

113,409 against 139,397-

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, March 21st, weather showery; May 5th, weather 
dry, with occasional showers, but more would be acceptable. Trinidad, April 14th, weather 
fine for harvesting; 14th, weather too dry; 21st, weather middling : 28th, weather too dry; 
May 5th, weather middling, looks as if there would be a change. Barbados, May nth, light 
partial showers. JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 

filing at the office



THE McKIN^EY TARIFF ACT.—A memorial has been addressed to Lord Knutsford,. 
signed by West India proprietors, bankers, and merchants, with regard to the possible operation 
of Section 3 of the above Act. The memorial states, among other reasons, that the Tariffs of the 
British West India Colonies, being raised for Revenue purposes only, are equal and reasonable in 
their character, and such as may fairly be accepted by the Government of the United States, as 
fulfilling the requirements of Section 3 of the Act above mentioned. The following is the Prayer : 
—“Your memorialists would therefore humbly pray, that your Lordship will be pleased to take 
steps to place the Tariffs of British Guiana and the West India Islands before the Government of 
the United States, with the view of obtaining from that Government a recognition of the equal and 
reasonable character of the said Tariffs, and of their being in accordance with the section of the 

AcLahoye referred toZ’^^ f } —.UgU- vntn'fT >

COOLIES IN THE WEST INDIES.—Surgeon-Major Deane Comins, India Medical 
Service, Protector of Emigrants at Calcutta, proceeded by last Royal Mail steamer on a visit of 
inspection in the Coolie-receiving Colonies. The West India Committee feel that great benefit 
will result from his inquiries, in the conduct of which it is hoped that he will receive on all hands 

the utmost facilities and assistance.

GERMAN SUGAR LEGISLATION.—The following is an extract from the Deutsch*
Zucker - Industrie of 1st May:—“ The following remarks of the .Exchange Gazette of Berlin, on the

Sugar Tax question, written at the beginning of the second debate, are very much to the point: 
' The Sugar Tax Bill was brought in with the peremptory reference to the position of the Imperial 
finances, which will not admit of the Beet Tax being any further reduced, the Empire being unable 
to dispense with even one million marks of the revenue. Now, however, that the figures of the 
indirect Imperial revenue for 1890-91 have just been officially published, this financial considera
tion is of considerably less importance. The Empire has a surplus revenue of seventy million 
marks from sources that make this amount assignable to the service of the individual States, and 
11 5 million marks of surplus revenue from sources that make them directly available for Imperial 
purposes. The Secretary of State may have foreseen this comparatively favourable state of things 
when, during the first reading of the Bill, he surprised everyone by formally 
abandoning the financial part of the grounds put forward. The chief reason
for the Bill was contained in the alleged fact that the industry was
gradually becoming able to hold its own in the world’s market without
the bounty received in the drawback. Whether this is in accordance with fact still remains
a matter of lively dispute. We are indebted to Professor Paaschi’s book, just published, for more 
precise information on this point, and it is to be hoped that it has been closely studied by our law 
makers. It shows, on the one hand, very strikingly that France, as regards production of Sugar, 
is still capable of immense development, as soon as the close connection between Beet farmers and 
Beet Sugar factories is brought about there, as in Germany. On the other hand, it shows just as 
clearly that the Cane Sugar competition is able to become downright fatal to the whole Beet Sugar 
industry ; and not only to that of Germany, as soon as it is possible for the Cane-growing countries 
to get full supplies of cheap coals at a low freight, for the cost of production of Cane Sugar will 
then be able to be kept down so low, and scientific methods of manufacture will be so greatly
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perfected, that the world’s market might in a very short time assume an entirely changed aspect. 
In these circumstances, to seriously interfere with the export of Sugar for the sake of a new law, may 
well seem a dangerous experiment, and we can easily understand why it has not yet been possible 
to come to any compromise of the Bill. Such a compromise is, we think, not at all likely to be 
realised in the second reading, and, in any case, there is very little ground for the Secretary of 
State’s expectation that some understanding may be possibly come to between the second and 
third reading. It is much more probable that the debate now about to be continued will lead to 
no result. W^hen France, in 1889-90, paid no less a sum than eighty-two million marks in export 
bounties for an industry that exports 200,000 to 300,000 tons, we think that until more is known as 
to the future development of this world’s industry, over twenty-five to thirty million marks in export 
bounties for 600,000 to 700,000 tons of exported Raw Sugar will still be borne by us.’ ” The 
Magdeburg Gazette contains the following, sent from Berlin, under date 30th April:—“ Imperial 
Chancellor von Caprivi went to the Reichstag to-day in order to have long consultation in his room 
there with various members of the House, chiefly, it is assumed, in connection with the Sugar Tax 
question. Negotiations for an agreement are being actively carried on between the parties. As 
things stand, Mr. Orteris’s motion has the best prospect of obtaining a majority, viz., the Grant 
Bounties of M 1-25 for three years, and of M 1 for two years. No step in the third reading will 
take place until there is a sure prospect of an understanding being probable.”

BEET CROP.—Mr. Licht’s figures are the same as in last Circular.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—The following is Mr. Czarnikow’s estimate, May 7th :—Europe 
and cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,246,199 tons against 1,146,377; United States 97,000 against 
68,711; Havana 167,000 against 156,000; total 1,510,199 against 1,371,088 tons. Messrs. H. 
Clark & Co., 8th May, estimate as follows: — Europe and afloat from the East for Europe, 
1,249,000 against 1,162,000; United States, 88,000 against 53,000; Havana, 158,000 against 
156,000; total, 1,495,000 against 1,371,000.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First eighteen weeks’ landings of raw sugar at four 
principal ports, 297,369 against 259,491 last year. Deliveries, 299,886 against 297,762. Stocks, 

113,409 against 139,397.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, March 21st, weather showery; May 5th, weather 
dry, with occasional showers, but more would be acceptable. Trinidad, April 14th, weather 
fine for harvesting; 14th, weather too dry; 21st, weather middling: 28th, weather too dry; 
May 5th, weather middling, looks as if there would be a change. Barbados, May nth, light 
partial showers. JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
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CIRCULAR No 67.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

25TH May, 1891.

THE McKINLEY TARIFF ACT.—It has been considered desirable to issue a Circular 
for this man, to bring- to the attention of rhe West India body generally the increasing urgency of 
this question. It is believed that no formal steps have yet been taken by the British Government 
to communicate with the United States Government respecting the position of the West India 
Colonies under rSection 3 (commonly known as the Reciprocity Clause) of the above Act. But 
certain despatches from -Governors have reached the Secretary of State, and although these 
despatches might in the first instance have been considered premature, a situation 
has been brought about which demands the most anxious consideration. The 
memorial, the full text of which is printed below, was intended to move the Secretary of State to 
action, especially as there seemed throughout the West Indies a strong desire that some proceed

ings should be taken, with judiciousness and discretion, to obtain the approval of the United States 
Government of the tariffs of the respective Colonies. It is not desirable that action should be taken 
on its own behalf by any particular Colony. All the Sugar colonies of the West Indies are 
interested, and it is most desirable that they should act in accord. Moreover, there is no 
dojubt that the British Ambassador in Washington would act for the Colonies as a whole. 
Any individual action on the part of one Colony would weaken the position. The West 
India Committee, in conjunction with the West India Associations of Liverpool 
and /Glasgow, represent the whole of the West Indian interest in the United 
Kingdom, and they are in cordial accord with representative bodies in the Colonies. It has
tnaturally, therefore, been a subject of discussion recently among the members of the Committee in 
London as to the course to be pursued. The general feeling seems to be that the West India 
Committee should ask the Secretary of State to allow them to nominate a gentleman in' 
whom they would have the fullest confidence, to proceed to Washington and render all the 
necessary information to the Ambassador as to the Tariffs of the West Indies. Repre
senting all the Colonies, such a mission, provided with the fullest information upon 
every point, would be a great assistance to the Minister in Washington. In short, 
it seems desirable that the precedent of 1884 should be acted upon with, of course, the full 
previous approval of the Colonies. The Convention of that year, provisionally agreed to by the 
United States Government, was not accepted by Lord Granville because it seemed to interfere 
with a Treaty with Belgium, a country, of course, possessing not the remotest interest in West 
India trade. The whole matter of the Colonial Trade relations with the United States has been care
fully watched since then, and all the facts, statistics, and special information, which were found so 
necessary in 1884 are still available, and can still be used for the purpose of keeping open, on 
equal terms with other countries, the market of the United States for West India Sugar. As soon 
as possible, a General Meeting of the West India Committee will be called to consider this 
question. In the meantime, there seems an opinion in London that some such step should be 

taken as indicated above.
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The following is the full text of the Memorial forwarded to Lord Knutsford on May 9th:— 

The Humble Memorial of the undersigned proprietors, merchants, bankers, and others connected 
with British Guiana, Trinidad, Barbados’, Jamaica, and the Windward and Leeward Islands, 
respectfully sheweth that your Memorialists are interested in the Sugar Industry of these Colonies, 
and that the profitable sale of their produce in favourable markets is a matter of extreme and vital 
importance, not only to all directly concerned in the Industry, but to the Governments, revenues, and 
institutions of the Colonies in which it is carried on. That by virtue of the Act (Public No. 33°) 
passed by the Congress of the United States of America in the year 1890, and commonly known 
as the McKinley Tariff Act, the Sugar of your Memorialists is admitted duty free equally with the 
like produce of other sugar-producing countries into the markets of the United States. 1 hat 
also under the provisions of the said Act, power is given (Section 3) to the President of the 
United States, with a view to secure reciprocal trade, to reimpose duties after January 1st, 1892, 
upon Sugar imported from countries whose respective Tariffs may be, in the opinion of the 
President, of an unequal or unreasonable character, as bearing upon the imports into such 
countries of American products and manufactures. That your Memorialists have noticed that, in 
anticipation of the possible operation of the above-mentioned Section (No. 3) of the United States 
Tariff Act, the Governments of some of the most important Cane Sugar-producing countties are 
now discussing arrangements with the Government of the United States, in order to secure that the 
present free admission of their Sugar shall not be endangered. That it is a question of the most 
urgent importance, that Sugar—the produce of the British West India Colonies—should not be 
made subject to duties, while Sugar, the produce of other countries, continued to be admitted 
duty free. That the Tariffs of the British West India Colonies, being- raised for revenue pur
poses only, are equal and reasonable in their character, and such as may fairly be accepted by the 
Government of the United States as fulfilling the requirements of Section 3 of the Act above 
mentioned. Your Memorialists would therefore humbly pray that your Lordship would be pleased 
to take steps to place the Tariffs of British Guiana and the West India Islands before the Govern
ment of the United States, with the view of obtaining from that Government a recognition of the 
equal and reasonable character of the said Tariffs, and of their being in accordance with the 
section of the Act above referred to. And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will every pray.

SUGAR LEGISLATION IN GERMANY.—A Bill has passed the Lower House of Par
liament in Germany which is expected to become law s 

isL For the year 1891-2, shall remain unchanged,— 
a. The tax on roots

The consumption tax on Sugar
The import tax on Syrup and Molasses 

d* v ,, all ^Sugars ac 
The drawback shall also remain the same 

2nd. For the years 1892-3, 1893-4, and 1894.-5,— 
The export bounty on raw Sugar shall be 

; „ refined No. 2

” ,, No. 1
f ’ : > :i • . . . r

It provides that,—

per ton £0 S 0
„ 6 0 0

7 IO Q

15 0 O

per ton O 12 6

>> O 16 61

1 Q Q



3rd. For the years 1895-6 and 1896-7,—
The export bounty on raw Sugar shall be ... ... per ton £0 10 o

„ » refined No. 2 ... ... ... o 14 o
„ » ,, No. 1 ... ... ... }} o 17 6

4th. For the years 1892-3, 1893-4, 1894-5, 1895 6, 1896-7,—
The tax on roots shall be abolished.
The consumption tax shall be on Sugar ... ... per ton 900
The import duty on Foreign Sugar, Syrup, and Molasses ... „ 1800

In discussing this Bill in the Lower House, the State Secretary of the Treasury (v. Maltzahn) 
expressed the desire of the Government to ultimately get rid of the Bounty, and alluded to the 
period dealt with (1892-3 to 1896-7) as a period of transition, during which the Government and 
Parliament would be able to see how far other countries would follow Germany in reducing their 
Bounties, and at the termination of which they could, from experience, decide what course it would 
behove Germany to follow.

BEET CROPS.—Mr. Licht, under date of 16th May, repeats his estimates as quoted in this 
Circular, No. 65. The totals may be given again :—1890-91, 3,670,000 tons; 1889-90, 3,619,678; 
1888-9, 2,785,844 tons. Mr. Licht, in his reference to this year’s cultivation, still thinks there will 
be an advance of five per cent., but weather conditions are so uncertain that no figures are 
put forward as an estimate for 1891-2. In Austria, as well as in Germany, the weather 
has been favourable for agricultural work, and it is said that in the main the Beet 
planting is finished. In France the thunder showers of the early part of May promoted the 
sprouting of the Beet-seed and the development of the young plants. “In Belgium,” Mr. Licht 
says, “The Beet kernels have sprouted well, and it is acknowledged everywhere that the area 
planted in Beets probably will be fifteen per cent, larger than it was last year. The reports from 
Holland and Russia are still more or less at variance, yet, notwithstanding this, the increase of 
Beet growing in Europe this year may be estimated at about seven per cent.”

VISIBLE SUPPLIES OF SUGAR.—(Licht Circular of 16th May, 1891). Stocks in Europe 
1,037,600 tons against 957,749 in 1890; United States, 107,000 against 91,651 ; Havana, 172,720 
against 165.608 ; floating to North America, 39,069 against 22,473 ; total, 1,356,389 against 
1,237,481. The following is Mr. Czarnikow’s estimate, May 21st:—Europe and cargoes afloat 
to Europe. 1,034,893 tons against 944,878; United States, 114,000 against 103,584; Havana, 
183,000 against 164,000; total, 1,331,893 against 1,212,462 tons.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First twenty weeks’ landings of raw sugar at four 
principal ports, 335,615 against 291,417 last year. Deliveries, 330,978 against 327,366. Stocks, 
120,563 against 141,679.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, May 21st, weather favourable for cultivation, 
heavy showers alternately with hot sunshine. Trinidad, May 11th, weather too dry; 22nd, crop 
finished; weather too dry. Barbados, May 25th, weather very dry over all Island, crop not
suffering much.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretaiy. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
tiling at the office



CIRCULAR No 68.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

22nd June, 1891.

1 HE WEST INDIES AND THE McKINLEY ACT.—A Meeting- of the West India 
•Committee was held on the 15th June, when the present position of this question was considered. 
The purport of the information received was that the Reciprocity Clause might be made effective, 
although to what extent and in w hat way was not known. The opinion of the Meeting w-as in 
favour of urging the Government to take immediate steps to comply with the Memorial, and 
-communicate the Tariffs to the United States Government. Tabulated information as to the 
Tariffs was also directed to be prepared for the use of the Colonial office. The feeling was 
general that, should it be considered necessary, a Special Mission should be sent to Washington, 
according to the precedent of 1884, on behalf of all the West India Colonies. This policy is 
approved by the West India body generally, in the United Kingdom. So far as information 
from the Colonies has yet been received, there is no doubt that the proposal will be likewise 
approved there.

SUGAR BOUNTIES CONVENTION.—The following correspondence has taken place 
•with the Foreign Office. West India Committee, 5th June, 1891. To the Most Hon. the Marquis 
of Salisbury. “ My Lord Marquis,—I have the honour to recall your Lordships attention to the 
many representations which have been made to you in support of the Bill introduced into the House 
of Commons, in the Session of 1889, to comply w ith the provisions, so far as they relate to the 
-engagements of Her Majesty’s Government in respect of the Convention entered into with Foreign 
Sugar-producing countries in the year 1888. Article 1 of the Convention, provided that the high 
-contracting parties engaged to take such measures as shall constitute an absolute guarantee that no 
open or disguised bounty shall be granted on the manufacture or exportation of Sugar. Various 
details as to proposed Legislation to carry out this engagement were further contained in the 
Convention, which also provided for the establishment of a permanent International Commission, 
charged with the duty of watching the execution of the provisions of the Convention. Since the 
date of the Convention, which was signed by your Lordship and Baron Henry de Worms, as the 
British Plenipotentiaries on the 30th August 1888, changes have been made in the 
Sugar Laws of the contracting countries, but nevertheless maintaining the bounty system. It 
will be within your Lordship’s recollection that one of the principal objections to the 
Convention put forward in this country was, that if France did not finally agree to it, that country 
would, in connection wuth general Commercial Treaty negotiations with this country, seek means 
to retaliate by hostile provisions in her tariff against British manufactures. Irrespective, 
however, of the Sugar Convention, France has apparently determined upon the most 
hostile ’treatment of British manufactures. This is clearly shown by the third Report

of the Trade and Treaties Committee, in the first paragraph of which it is stated 
“From the representations already made to us, we were convinced that the proposed



minimum tariff'presented important increases of duty on most of the chief articles of 

British manufacture exported to France., and must therefore be injurious to British trade with that 
country. The second paragraph is as follows “During the passage of the Tariff Bill through 
the Committee of the Chamber of Deputies the rates of duty which were provided for by the 
Government measure have been materially increased in many instances, and the classification of 

articles in the Tariff have been made still more complicated, with the view of protecting ever}’ 
interest in France except the consumer.” And it is further stated in paragraph three “ whatever 
may be the expressed intention or pretexts for these arrangements, they will constitute, if carried out, 
an act of commercial hostility to neighbouring countries.” It is evident, therefore, that the 
non-ratification of the Sugar Convention in the supposed interest of France, has had no effect in 
preventing that country from adopting a hostile policy in regard to British manufactures, but on 
the contrary has been followed by an attitude of increased hostility towards all the great 
manufacturing industries of the United Kingdom. The effect of the continuance of the bounty 
system is not advantageous to the English consumer, who is becoming more and more exclusively 
dependent upon one, and that an inferior source of supply. Bounty fed Beet Sugar has almost 
entirely dislodged Cane Sugar in the United Kingdom, as the following figures will show

IMPORTS INTO UNITED KINGDOM.

1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890.
Beet Sugar—Tons :—584,980 ... 767,356 • 659,177 855.769 ... 984,904

1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890.
Cane Sugar (British and Foreign) Tons :—540,422 . .. 480,943 ... 577,833 ••• 472,605 . .. 299,848

The Convention aimed at removing all artificial advantages enjoyed by one country over another in 
sending its Sugar into the United Kingdom, and thus restoring free trade upon the British Market. 
Its ratification has been delayed out of regard to the susceptibilities of France. That country 
responds by at once beginning a commercial war against all the principal English Industries, and 
any reason for further delay in carrying out the Convention has entirely disappeared. I have there
fore humbly to ask whether your Lordship would be pleased to re-open negotiations with 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the other powers who agreed to the Convention, so that its 
ratification may now be proceeded with in due course. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” 
Foreign Office to West India Committee. “Foreign Office, June i ith, 1891. The Chairman, Sir, 
I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th inst., 
in which you suggest that having regard to the action of France in imposing hostile tariffs against 
British goods, negotiations should be re-opened with the countries who agreed to the Sugar Con
vention of 1888, with a view to its ratification. In reply, I am to inform you that your letter shall 
receive attention. I am, &c. (Signed) James Fergusson.”

TRINIDAD.—The following letter has been addressed to Lord Knutsford, dated 5th June, 
1891. “My Lord.—I have the honour respectfully to remind your Lordship that in the early part 
of the present year a deputation waited upon you to bring to your attention certain points relating 
to the financial condition of Trinidad, and the general policy of the Government of that colony. 
One of the suggestions made was in favour of a rigorous reduction of the Public Expenditure^



especially in regard to unproductive public works and the cost of Departments. Statistics 
and other information were placed before your Lordship, and you were good enough to 

assure the Deputation that the subject would receive your consideration. Since that time, those 
who are largely interested in the production and trade of the Colony, have been anxiously observing 

the course of events, and it is with much regret that I have to call your Lordship’s attention to the 
fact that since the time when the Deputation had the honour of meeting your Lordship, the 

unsatisfactory financial position of the Colony has become intensified in consequence of the highly 
unfavourable seasons, which have caused a great, if not unprecedented reduction in the Sugar 

crop, and are likely to be also injurious to the Cocoa crop. In these circumstances we have 
thought, it our duty to again call your Lordship’s attention to the serious financial position in which 
Trinidad is temporarily placed. We have so clearly explained to your Lordship our view in regard 

to the causes which have brought about this unfortunate state of affairs, that we need not further 
allude to them. That a strong guiding hand is now required in the Colony, economical 
administration, and a cessation of experimental expenditure of every kind, is, we think, beyond 
question, and is the more necessary, from the fact that neither of the large Industries is in aposition 
to bear any increased taxation at a time when they both have been so seriously affected by the 
extraordinary character of the seasons.—(Signed), N. Lubbock, Chairman.

COOLIE EMIGRATION TO JAMAICA.—The second ship for this season, the “Moy,” 
arrived at Jamaica on the 4th of June.

BEET PROSPECTS.—Weather in France remained dry, and the temperature low for the 
season, and vegetation is not so advanced as at same period last year. The cultural yields will 
leave much to be desired in a number of localities. From Germany and Austria better reports 
have been received, the crops being more advanced, and prospects of satisfactory results greater 
than in France. In Russia, the desired rains have fallen. The area sown this season 
in Europe is estimated at 6% per cent, over previous crop. 1'he growing crop 
will certainly be a late one, and present advices may be considered generally unfavourable. 
Mr. Licht, (20 June), referring to estimate of an increase of per cent, in the Beet area planted 
says, “ this would not necessarily imply a corresponding increase in the production of Sugar in 
Europe, The crop yield of the last two years, as we took occasion to point out repeatedly, was 
considerably above the average, thus it would not be correct to make at present already the re
sult of the last two years a basis for the calculation of the coming crop, depending still entirely 
upon the further state of the weather.”

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—Mr. Czarnikow estimates, June 18th, as follows:—Europe and 
cargoes afloat to Europe. 855,850 tons, against 773,528, same time last year; United States, 
187,000, against 119,236; Havana, 201,000, against 154,000; total, 1,243,850, against 1,046,764 
tons.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM. — First twenty-four weeks’ landings of raw sugar at four 
principal ports, 396,525 against 356,963 last year. Deliveries, 395,577 against 393,648. Stocks, 
i 16,874 against 140,943.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.— Demerara, June 3rd, weather favourable for cultivation, 
heavy showers daily. Trinidad, May 25th, weather has been too dry, but is now favourable. 
Barbados, June 8th, fine rains generally throughout the Island, 22nd, heavy rains generally.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office



CIRCULAR No 69.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

2Oth July, 1891.
THE WEST INDIA DINNER.—The Circular issued respecting the proposed Dinner 

on Thursday, 28th July (instant), at the Whitehall Rooms, Hotel Metropole, at seven o’clock, has 
met with a good response, and a considerable and very representative gathering is anticipated. 
Lord Knutsford, Lord Gormanston, Sir Henry Blake, and Sir Walter Sendai! have accepted 
invitations. It is desirable that any further applications for Tickets should be made at once.

THE MISSION TO WASHINGTON.—Since the last Circular, further progress has 
been made in this matter. Important communications, principally of a confidential character, 
have taken place with the Departments of Government having charge of the question, and there 
is now little doubt that Mr. Lubbock will receive the necessary authority, with the assent of the 
Colonies, to place himself in communication with Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, upon 
the Subject of the Reciprocity Clause of the McKinley Tariff Act, and its bearing upon West 
Indian imports into the United States. Matters have not been quite ripe for a General Meeting 
of the West India Committee to be called, but one will be held as soon as possible, when full 
information of all proceedings will be given, and the main points and objects of the Mission 
submitted for approval. It is very desirable that Resolutions of Legislative Bodies should be 
forwarded at once.

DEFINITION OF GENUINE AND SPURIOUS RUM.—The evidence given before the 
Select Committee on British and Foreign Spirits, has been followed by communication with the 
Customs’ authorities, who have been strongly urged to omit the word “Rum,” in describing 
officially the Beet spirit imported from the Continent. The Customs do not seem willing to adopt 
this suggestion, but think that sufficient protection will be given to genuine Rum, by its being 
entered as coming from cane countries, and the Beet mixture, as imitation Rum, from Europe. 
This, no doubt, will be an improvement, but it is not sufficient to satisfy the Rum importers and 
the trade. It is satisfactory to know that the mixing of genuine with spurious Rum will not be 
allowed in future to take place in bond.

FOREIGN SUGAR BOUNTIES.—The following is in continuation of correspondence 
printed in last circular (No. 68). Foreign Office to West India Committee, 23rd, June, 1891. 
The Chairman, Sir, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to inform you that Her Majesty’s 
Government have given careful attention to your letter of the 5th instant, respecting the question 
of Foreign Bounties on Sugar and the Sugar Convention, signed in 1888, which has not been 
ratified by the signatory Powers. Your letter draws attention to the fact, that since the 
International Conferences of 1887—1888 were held, the supply of Sugar to the United Kingdom 
has become more and more one of beetroot sugar from the bounty giving countries of Europe, 
to the exclusion of cane sugar. This is no doubt true, and the figures quoted are substantially 
correct, the main reason for the larger, imports of beet sugar being the increased production 
of such sugar in the chief European Countries, as shown in the annexed statement. On
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the other hand there is no reason to believe that there has been any substantial increase 
in the production of Cane Sugar. As regards the bounties given in European Countries, 
reductions have been made since the meeting of the Conference. In France, the Bill lately 
passed by the Chamber of Deputies, and with a slight amendment by the Senate, reduces 
considerably the gains made by the manufacturer on beet, rich in sugar, while it establishes 
an alternative regime which is likely to be largely adopted. Under the regime an unvarying bounty 
of about one shilling and tenpence a cwt. will be sec ured by the manufacturer, whether the Beet 
be rich or poor. This rate is only about one-third of the bounty paid by France at the time of the 
recent Sugar Conference. In Germany a Bill has passed the Imperial Parliament, which abolishes 
the indirect or concealed bounty, and gives a direct bounty on export until 1897 of from sixpence 
to one shilling per cwt. In Russia the direct bounty on Sugar exported across the Asiatic frontier, 
which was stated to be the only bounty given by the -Russian Government, has this year ceased. 
Your letter urges that although French bounty fed Sugar has not been prohibited in the United 
Kingdom, France has nevertheless shown especial hostility to this country in the proposed 
Customs’ Tariffs ; and you quote passages from the Third Report of the Trade and Treaties 
Committee in support of this view. The passages in question appear, however, to Her Majesty’s 
Government to refer to the protectionist character of the Customs Bill in regard to competing 
countries, and to have no reference to political motives nor to the Sugar bounties question 
at all. As regards the bounty question, Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion 
that no useful purpose would be served by re-opening the question in all its complications at the 
present time, especially in view of the fact, which has been stated above, that the bounties in the 
chief European countries have been and are still being reduced without international effort. 
(Signed) James Fergusson. (Note.—The statement referred to above is not printed, being an
extract from Licht’s Circular, showing European Beet crops for the last three years.)

NEW GOVERNORS.—It is officially announced that Sir William Robinson has been 
appointed to Hong Kong, and that Sir F Napier Broome, late Governor of Western Australia, 
will succeed him in the Government of Trinidad.

JAVA EMIGRATION.—The British Guiana Planters’ Association have forwarded to the 
Government copies of some papers bearing on the question of obtaining emigrants from Java, 
which their chairman, the Hon. B Howel Jones, had lately received from a gentleman who had 
recently visited that country. The Government were asked if they had received any information 
as to Java being a likely field for recruiting operations. This question was discussed by the West 
India Committee some years ago. The papers above referred to, contain an interesting account 
of Java, its people, labour conditions, and sugar cultivation. Some extracts may be given in future 
circulars. In the meantime, it is important to notice that Javanese coolies have been sent to 
Penang (British). The Honolulu planters are also endeavouring to obtain some of this labour, 
and Javanese are to be found working in Surinam. Probably the most practical means of bring
ing the question to a point, would be for the British Guiana Government to send an agent to 
inquire and report and communicate directly with the authorities of Java. This suggestion is 
however, unofficial and has not yet been considered by ihe West India Committee. The result of 
the correspondence between the Planters’ Association and their Government will be awaited with 
interest.



BRiIISH GUIANA.—A special session of the Combined Court has been held to make 
financial provision for the scheme of defence consequent upon the withdrawal of the Imperial 
troops.

TRINIDAD.—Dr. Comins has finished his work in this colony, and expected to leave for 
Demerara on the 5th July. It is believed that his opinion of this colony as affording’ opportunities 
for the advancement and prosperity of the Coolie is very satisfactory. The question of an 
assisted back-passage, instead of the present practice of an entirely free one, will probably be 
further discussed in the Coolie receiving colonies. The proposed Poor Relief scheme, of a very 
expensive and elaborate character, will be carefully watched. Without a Vagrancy Act it will tend 
still further to demoralise the labouring classes. The question of the continued shallowing of 
Port of Spain Harbour, combined with the increasing difficulties of the disposal of the sewage, has 
become so serious as to require a practical remedy without loss of time. Complaints continue to 
be received as to the defective water supply of Port of Spain. The matter has been mentioned in 
the Imperial Parliament, and the Governor has been asked by the Secretary of State for a report. 
A recent judgment in Trinidad appears to throw doubts upon the rights of the Crown with regard 
to the Pitch Lake. How far this will affect the concession is not known, but serious complications 
have arisen, and the development of the matter will be awaited with much interest. At the time 
of the Mail leaving (July 2) there were indications of continued rain.

LABOURERS ON TRINIDAD ESTATES.—The following return is taken from the 
report for 1890 of the Protector of Immigrants :—

Immigrants under original indenture ....
Immigrants under bounty...
Immigrants unindentured on estates

„ „ non-resident
Resident Creole labourers
Non-resident Creole labourers

6,827 men.

425 »
5,l6o „
4,686 „ 
L7O8 „ 
B9^3 „

2,708 women.
< Ibn firm ^^qEqzws 

adi Ie 2 nil 
2,718
2,289

826
829 „

20,769 9,370
Children of indentured and unindentured immi

grants on estates 2,566 boys. L979 g^ls.

Total 23,335 ii,349

SUGAR DUTIES.—It has been reported that Sugar Duties will be abolished in Canada 
•up to No. 14, Dutch Standard, the higher qualities being chargeable with is. 6d. per cwt. to pro

tect Canadian refined.

BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS.—Total imports of Sugar, refined and unrefined, into 
United Kingdom for six months were 14,187,463 cwts., thus distributed :—Beet, 9,9^4,333 j British 

•4?ane, 1,238,862; Foreign Cane, 2,984,268 cwts.



BEET CROPS.—The weather appears to be generally favourable for the growing crops. 
In France the degree of the development of the Sugar plant varies according to localities. It is 
thought the retardation in some quarters will not be so great as was expected. Insects are again 
a source of trouble in some parts of France, and a certain importance may be attached to their 
depredations, as there are two generations of “ larves ” in the year. Reports from Germany and 
Austria are good, though the crop is less advanced than in a normal year. The same may be 
said of Belgium and Holland, and in Russia the crop shows well.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—Mr. Czarnikow estimates as follows:—Europe and cargoes afloat 
to Europe, 711,440 tons, agains 634,842 tons same time last year. United States, 167,000. against 
141,081. Havana, 174,000, against 123,000. Total, 1,052,440, against 898,923.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First twenty-eight week’s landings of raw sugar at 
four principal ports, 464,627, against 415,171 last year. Deliveries, 459,107, against 454,705. 
Stocks, 111,946, against 138,094.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, July 9th. Rainy weather for the past week. 
Barbados, July 20th. Good showers generally throughout the Island.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

- i_ Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sentlo the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling- Subscriber tp Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office 7
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(SUPPLEMENTARY) CIRCULAR No 69.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

29TH July, 1891.

Rum and Imitation Rum.—It has been considered desirable to communicate at once to 
members the following- letter from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury:—“28th 
July, 1891. The Secretary, Sir, — With reference to your letter of the 5th March last, and to the 
recent report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons upon British and Foreign Spirits, 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had under consideration the proposals 
made in the memorial of the principal importers of Rum that the Customs should so alter their 
regulations as to discriminate between Rum and a mixture which contains only a small proportion of 
Rum, or possibly no Rum at all, and to ensure that such a mixture should not be entered at the Customs, 
or sold to the consumer as Rum, but under a denomination showing its real characterand composition. 
With regard to the sale to the consumer, I am to point out that the Select Committee are of opinion 
that it would be impracticable to protect genuine Rum from admixture out of bond, and my Lords 

see no reason to differ from them in this opinion. They also agree with the Committee that 
the Customs and Inland Revenue should support the operation of the Merchandize Marks Act 
by taking such precautions as they are reasonably able to adopt to ensure that spirits are not falsely 
described within their knowledge, either as to their character or country of origin while they are 
in bond or on delivery from bond. Their Lordships are therefore willing to meet as far as possible 
the wishes of the Trade, which are supported by the opinion of the Select Committee, with regard 
to the classification of imitation Rum ; and with this view they will sanction the alteration of the 
import list in such a manner as will, under the existing regulations of the Customs and Inland 
Revenue, prevent the vatting in bond of spurious or imitation Rum with genuine Rum. When the 
import list is so altered the heading “ Rum ” will be divided into (A) Rum imported from ports in 
sugar-cane producing countries—(B) imitation Rum from ports in countries in which the sugar
cane is not produced. My Lords understand that the regulations of the Revenue Boards will not 
allow the vatting in bond of tw o kinds of Rum entered respectively under A and B, as they would 
no longer be “of the same sort,” and the imitation Rum entered under (B) will in future, so far as 
the Customs are concerned, have to be placed on the Market on its own merits. If Rum which is 
stated to be genuine Rum should be imported from a port in a country in which the sugar-cane is 
not produced, the Customs will require proof as to its origin. My Lords hope that these arrange

ments will prove satisfactory to the trade. Signed, R. E. Welby.”



CIRCULAR No 70.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,
• "ft 01 t>" L ' r i sh-RiT 3 Ri ' „ cr a, r. j ?

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

1 7th, August 1891.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE DINNER,—This took place on July 28th at the Whitehall 
Rooms, Hotel Metropole, and was in every way successful. The gathering1 was thoroughly repre
sentative, gentlemen connected with the interests of all the Colonies being present. Mr. Nevile 
Lubbock, the chairman of the West India Committee, presided, supported on his right by Lord 
Knutsford, Secretary of State for the Colonies, Sir Henry A. Blake, Governor of Jamaica; and 
Mr. Quintin Hogg, Deputy Chairman of the West India Committee; and on his left by Viscount 
Gormanston, Governor of British Guiana, Sir Walter Sendall, Governor of Barbados, and Sir 
Robert G. W. Herbert, Permanent Under Secretary of State for the Colonies. A full report of the 
speeches and list of names will be forwarded to Members applying for same.

THE BRITISH WEST INDIES AND UNITED STATES.—The result of personal 
communications between Lord Knutsford, Lord Salisbury, and the Chairman, is that the following 
letter has been addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies :—My Lord, I have the honour 
to enclose a copy of the Tariffs of the British West India Colonies, and to request that your Lord
ship would be pleased to communicate it to the Marquis of Salisbury, in order that it may be 
placed at as early a date as possible in the hands of Sir Julian Pauncefo/te for submission to the 

Government of the United States of America. It is not necessary for us to give any detailed expla
nation, as these Tariffs speak for themselves, and we may venture to express a confident belief that 
they will be recognised by the President of the United States as not coming within the terms of 
Section Three of the United States Tariff Act as “ reciprocally unequal and unreasonable.” 
There are certain main points, however, to which the attention of Sir Julian Paunce
fo/te might usefully be drawn :—1st. That under the operation of the present 
Tariffs, a very large Trade has been developed between the United States and the 
British West Indies. 2nd. That this Trade, in regard to Imports into the West Indies of some 
articles of general consumption, such as food stuffs, Kerosene Oil, &c., is now almost exclusively 
with the United States. 3rd. That no reduction of duties would give to the United States a 
greater monopoly than they at present possess in regard to their imports into the West Indies. 
4th. That the amount of duty charged upon products coming from the United States is the same 
a-s that charged upon similar products coming from the Mother Country and its Dependencies. 
That, for instance, Flour and Lumber coming from the United States pay only the same rate ot 
duty as Flour and Lumber coming from Canada. 5th. That the duties are only imposed for 
Revenue purposes, as shown by the Public Accounts, and are only available for the general 
Revenues of the Colonies. 6th. That contiguity and other natural advantages, if permitted free 
operation, will bring about a large increase in the Trade between the United States and tne 
British West Indies, which it is to the interest of both, should be promoted. (Signed) N. 

L* bbock, Chairman.



TREATY BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND SPAIN.—The following letter has been 
received from the Board of Trade, 13th August, 1891.—The Secretary; Sir,—With reference to 
your letter of the 7th instant, I am directed by the Board of Trade to forward to you^ for the use 
of the West India Committee, the accompanying extract from the Gaceta de Madrid; of the 1st 
instant, containing a decree of the Spanish Government, giving effect to the arrangement recently 
agreed upon between Spain and the United States in regard to the trade between the United 
States and the Spanish West Indies. The Board hope to publish a translation of this document 
or of extracts therefrom in their monthly journal for September next. (Signed)' George J. 
Swanston. (Note.—There has been no time to effect a translation of the above-mentioned Decree 
and Treaty, but the original as forwarded by the Board of Trade can be seen at 
this Office.) In the meantime the following extract from the New York Herald of
August 1st, forwarded by Messrs. Gillespie Brothers and Co., will be interesting: — 
“The merchants of the United States will begin on September 1 to enjoy a part of the advantages 
of the reciprocity arrangement with Spain regarding trade with Cuba and Porto Rico. Just what 
these advantages are is set forth fully in a proclamation of the President to-day, revealing the 
terms of the new arrangement. A portion of it, as has been already announced in the Herald, will 
not take effect until July 1, 1892, when the notice required of Spain for the abrogation of her old 
treaties will have been sufficient. The arrangement is very simple on the part the United States, 
for it follows the mandate of the third section of the McKinley Tariff Bill, making free of duty 
Sugar, Hides, Tea, and Coffee. The United States could make no further concessions without 
new legislation. The Spanish Government pleaded for a modification of the oaerous Tobacco 
duties of the McKinley Tariff Bill, but Secretary Blaine would give no stronger assur
ance than that the subject should have the careful consideration of the President 
and be made the subject of a separate communication. The advantages gained by this 
country on September 1 are limited, for the most part to raw materials and 

products partially advanced in manufacture rather than to manufactured goods, 
te leading articles which go at once upon the free list when exported from the United States 
Cuba and Porto Rico are salted meats, lard, woods in natural state, and partly manufactured, 

aggons and carts, raw petroleum and coal. The United States is already the leader in the 
xports of most of these articles to the Spanish West Indies. Bacon to the amount of 4,388,370 

pounds was exported to Cuba during the fiscal year 1890; hams were exported to the amount of 
2,027,956 pounds, and lard to the amount of 33,142,436 pounds, the latter representing a value of 
2,233,821 dols. This trade is likely to be somewhat increased by the remission of existing duties, 
although there are few importations at present from any other country than the United States. 
The United States has sent nearly all the manufactures of wood into Cuba during 
recent years, the shipments of boards reaching a value in 1890 of 433,382 dols., and of hogsheads 
and barrels of 316,186 dols. The duties on woods have not been heavy, and placing them on the 
free list will probably not much increase the volume of trade. The duties on waggons and carts 
have, however, been higher, and their abrogation is likely to help our manufacturers. 
The abolition of the duty on crude petroleum will probably mean a great deal to the Standard Oil 
Company and kindred organisations. Cuba took 4,913,330 gallons of crude mineral oil from this 
country in 1890, and the quantity will probably considerably increase under the policy of free oil. 
Our exports of bituminous coal last year reached the value of 631,183 dols., and are likely to 
increase with an abolition of the duty. These changes in the aggregate are not likely to benefit 
our merchants greatly, for they already have the practical monopoly of nearly all these branches 
of the export trade. The essential advantage of the treaty is the reduction which goes into effect 
on January 1 to 1 dol. per 100 kilogrammes on wheat flour. This duty has been 4-09 pesos or 
about 4 dols. 50 cents per 100 kilogrammes, and the reduction means that we shall at least acquire 
most of the trade of Spain, which amounted in 1887 to 987,913 dols. The exports from this country were 
1,846,419 dols. in 1889, but under the discriminating policy of the Spanish Court they were reduced 
last year to 1,164,538. The change of duty gives us an opportunity to win back this lost trade. 
A reduction of twenty-five per cent, in the rate of duty takes effect at once upon butterand cheese.



refined petroleum and boots and shoes. This may enable our manufacturers to wrest from Spain 
a portion of her export trade to Cuba of 2,502,153 in manufactures of leather. The present 
duties on boots and shoes run from about fifty cents to 1 dol. per pair, and the reduction 
of twenty-five per cent, ought to make a considerable difference in the margin of profit. 
The permanent schedule to take effect after Spain has terminated her other treaties on July 1, 
1892, adds numerous minor articles to the free list, but the principal articles of importance are 
iron and steel, and many of their manufactures. In these, the United States has had a powerful 
competitor in Great Britain, who in 1887 had a larger trade than the United States. The present 
duty on steel plates and bars is about 4 dols. per 100 kilogrammes, and on pig-iron about 25 
cents per 100 kilogrammes. The duty on agricultural tools is a trifle more than 2 dols. per 100 
kilogrammes. The duty on flour is not different in the permanent schedule from the temporary 
one. Carriages, cars, and other vehicles are to pay only one per cent in place of the duties, 
running as high as 185 dols. each, which now prevail. Reductions of 50 per cent, and 25 per 
cent, on linen manufactures offer an opportunity to our merchants to make headway against their 
British, French, and Belgian competitors, which they will be able ip some cases to take 
advantage of. The reduction of 25 per cent, on manufactures of cotton means a discrimination 
in our favour of 3 dols. 50 cents., where the duties are 14 dols. per 100 kilogrammes, 
and considerably more where the duties are higher, as on the finer grades. 
The Treaty has two features—the free list of raw products, and the reduction of duties on manu
factures. The free list may increase our volume of trade slightly, but we are already masters in 
those fields and the Treaty can’t help us greatly. The concessions in regard to manufactured 
goods are numerous and favourable because of the skill and persistence of ex-Minister Foster at 
Madrid, but practical experience only can demonstrate whether the concessions of twenty-five per 
cent, and fifty per cent, on different articles are sufficient to enable our manufacturers to compete 
with European conditions of labour and production, when they are burdened in most cases by high 
duties on their raw materials and the uneconomical methods, which are fostered by class legisla
tion. The President, according to the terms of the Treaty, issued a proclamation yesterday, 
setting forth in detail the articles that are to be admitted into Cuba and Porto Rico free of duty or 
at reduced customs charges, and a similar proclamation was probably made by the Spanish 
Government. With the proclamation, there was made public the correspondence relating to the 
Treaty between Secretary of State Blaine and Senor Suarez Guanes, Spanish Minister to the 
United States. The correspondence was opened by Secretary Blaine in January last, when he 
called Senor Guanes’ attention to the provisions of the McKinley Bill in relation to Reciprocity 
Treaties, and suggested that some arrangement be made with regard to the trade relations 
between the United States and the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico. The greater part of the 
correspondence was conducted during the month of June, and shows throughout that the Govern
ments of Spain and the United States were equally anxious to conclude a Treaty which should be 
advantageous to both.”

SPANISH DUTIES ON SUGAR.—At the request of Members of the Committee, the 
Secretary asked the Board of Trade what were the duties leviable on Sugar imported into Spain. 
The Board kindly furnished a return, which there is no room to print now. It will be given in 
next circular. There are two categories, one for Spanish Colonial Sugar, with one for Foreign 
Sugar, the latter apparently prohibitive as compared with Spanish Colonial Sugar. The~return 

can be seen at this Office.

BRITISH GUIANA.—An Ordinance has been passed (No. 25, of 1891), to “Consolidate 
and amend the Laws relating to Asiatic Immigrants.” The Ordinance is a Consolidation one, 
bringing up the Immigration legislation to the present time. Certain amendments were proposed 
by the Planters’ Association and embodied. A copy of the Bill has been received, but the 
Ordinance as passed will not be forthcoming until the next mail. A Bill has been introduced to 
extend the time for the coming into operation of the Spirits Ordinance until 1st April, 1892. The
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Report of the Immigration Agent-General for 1890, has been received. The same will be noticed 
in next Circular. Dr. Comins is visiting the Estates. The Attorney-General, Dr. Carrington. 

C.M.G., is now in England. Mr. Kingdon is acting.

BEET CROPS—Reports are still being published that the crops will be late, although the 
yield in juice is likely to be better than the past two years. Better weather is still desired. I his 
prospect of late crops is reported from all the principal Beet countries. But the general result i> 
likely to be satisfactory. What is now wanted is a dry heat, which September is expect' 1 to 

bring.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.- -Mr. Czarnikow estimates as follows :—Europe and cargoes . float 
to Europe, 589,226 tons against 473.447; United States, 178,000 against 13 1,754 Havana, 1 ; i 
against 112,000. Total, 911,226 against 717,201.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First thirty-two week’s landing of raw Sugar at 
four principal ports, 526,673 tons against 466,077 last year. Deliveries, 524,461 against 517,' >->7. 
Stocks, 108,638 against 114,238.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, August 12, weather dry, w ith occasional showers, 
but more would be acceptable. Barbados, August 4th, seasonable weather; 17th, seasonable 
weather. JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, <Vc., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. 7

’"Ws A loh'ng edT .ouiJi 0^04 bi *



CIRCULAR No 71.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

14TH September, 1891.

THE WEST INDIES AND THE McKINLEY ACT,—A letter was printed in last 
Circular which had been on August 8th addressed to Lord Knutsford, enclosing an official copy of 
the West Indian Tariffs with the request that it might be communicated, through the Foreign 
Office, to Sir Julian Pauncefote, the British Minister at Washington. This communication was 
duly forwarded by the Colonial Office to the Foreign Office ; on 26th August the papers were 
forwarded to Washington with a despatch from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. In the 
ordinary course of events, therefore, an important despatch should arrive from Washington at the 
end of the present month (September). The position it is hoped will by that time be made quite clear. 
The following is ah extract from the Trinidad Royal Gazette, of June 17th, 1891, containing the 
proceedings of the Legislative Council, on June 15th :—“By leave of the Council Dr. de Verteuil 
moved without previous notice, referring to the Resolution moved in Council on the 6th April 
last, that this Council respectfully requests His Excellency the Governor to ask Her Majesty’s 
Government to authorise the appointment of a Delegate, on behalf of this Colony, to proceed to 
Washington, with the object of obtaining the information desired in the Resolution referred to ; 
also for the purpose of discussing any questions that may arise respecting the Tariff of this 
Colony and the Act known as the McKinley Tariff Bill; and of negotiating, as far as may be 
practicable, any arrangements that would be for the mutual benefit of both Countries.” Seconded 
by Mr. Leotaud, and agreed to. In the discussion of this Motion (according to the newspaper 
reports) the Governor expressed his intention of suggesting to the Secretary of State that they 
would willingly agree if Mr. Lubbock were chosen to represent Trinidad and the other West 
Indian Colonies at Washington.

Representations having been made to the Government of British Guiana by the Planter’s 
Association and Chamber of Commerce of that Colony, the subject was discussed in the Court of 
Policy on the 18th August, 1891, when the following resolution, proposed by the Hon. B. H. 
Jones, and seconded by the Hon. J. J. Dare, was carried :—“Whereas it is deemed expedient that 
this Colony should send a special representative to the United States to confer with the British 
Minister at Washington in any negotiations which may take place with the United States Govern
ment in connection with our Customs Tariff and the reciprocity clause of the McKinley Bill. Be 
it resolved that Her Imperial Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies be respectfully and 
earnestly asked to nominate and appoint Mr. Nevile Lubbock to act on behalf of this Colony with 
the British Minister at Washington in any such negotiations.”

From Jamaica, Barbados, the Windward and Leeward Islands, no formal expression of 
opinion has yet been received. A letter has, how’ever, been addressed by the Secretary to the Hon. 
Michael Solomon, C.M.G., of Jamaica, the Hon. Thomas D. Foote, C.M.G. and the Hon H. Ogilvie 
Bennett, of Antigua, also to the Chairman of the Commercial Hall in Barbados, requesting them 
to inform the West India Committee of the views of their respective Legislatures with regard to



the proposed mission to "Washington. Members of the Committee who are connected with the 
above Colonies, are desired to draw the attention of their correspondents, by present Mail, to this 

important matter.
Information has been received, in reply to inquiries addressed by the Secretary to members 

of the Committee, upon which has been founded a draft Memorandum “ as to the effect which 
would be produced on the Sugar Industry of the West Indies and British Guiana, in the event of 
the President of the United States exercising his powers to re-impose duties upon their Sugar after 
the ist January next.” The Memorandum will probably be at once forwarded to the Government. 

A copy can be seen at this Office.
On the ist August, 1891, a Proclamation on the San Domingo Treaty was issued by the 

President of the United States as follows :—Whereas, pursuant to Section 3 of the Act of Congress 
approved the ist October, 1890, entitled, “An Act to reduce the Revenue and equalise Duties on 
Imports and for other purposes,” the Secretary of State of the United States of America com
municated to the Government of the Dominican Republic the action of the Congress of the 
United States of America, with a view to secure Reciprocal Trade in declaring the 
articles enumerated in said Section 3 to wit, Sugars, Molasses, Coffee, and Hides, to be exempt 
from duty upon their importation into the United States of America. And whereas the Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Dominican Republic at Washington has com
municated to the Special Plenipotentiary of the United States the fact that, in reciprocity and 
compensation for the admission into the United States of America free of all duty of the articles 
enumerated in Section 3 of said Act, the Government of the Dominican Republic will, by due legal 
enactment, admit from and after the ist September, 1891, into all the established ports of entry of 
the Dominican Republic, the articles or merchandise named in the following Schedules, on the 
terms stated therein, provided that the same be the product or manufacture of the 
United States, and proceed directly from the ports of said States. The following are
some of the articles to be admitted free of duty into the Dominican Republic:__ 
vleats of all kinds, salted or in brine, but not smoked ; corn or maize,
jrnmeal and starch; oats, barley, rye, and buckwheat, and flour of these cereals, 
.esin, tar, pitch, and turpentine; manures, natural and artificial; machines; material for the 
quipment and construction of railroads; iron, cast and wrought, and steel, zinc, galvanized and 

corrugated iron, tin, and lead; bricks, firebricks, cement, lime, artificial stone, paving tiles, 
marble, and building materials; windmills; wire, plain or barbed, for fences ; wood and lumber 
of all kinds for building in logs or pieces, beams, rafters, planks, boards, shingles, flooring joists, 
wooden houses, mounted, or unmounted, and accessory parts of buildings; cooperage of all 
kinds, including staves, headings, and hoops, barrels, and boxes, mounted, or unmounted; sacks, 
empty, for packing Sugar ; gold and silver coin and bullion. Schedule B.—Articles to be admitted 
into the Dominican Republic, at a reduction of duty of 25 per cent.; meats not included in 
Schedule A, and meat products of all kinds except lard; butter, cheese, and condensed or canned 
milk; .fish, and shell fish, salted, dried, smoked, pickled, or preserved in cans; manufactures of 
iron and steel, single, or mixed, not included in Schedule A; cotton manufactured, spun, or 
twisted, ?and in fabrics of ah kinds, woven, or knit, and the same fabrics, mixed with 
Other vegetable or animal fibres in which cotton is the equal or greater component 
part ; boots and shoes in whole, or in part of leather or skins ; Tin-
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plate and tin-ware for arts, industries, and domestic uses. Manufactures of wood of all kinds 
not embraced in schedule A, including wooden ware, implements for household use, and furniture 
in whole or in part of wood. And whereas the Special Plenipotentiary of the United States has, 
by my direction, given assurance to the Envoy Extraordinary, and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Dominican Republic at Washington, that this action of the Government of the Dominican 
Republic in granting exemption of duties to the products and manufactures of the United States of 
America on their importation into the Dominican Republic, is accepted as a due reciprocity for 
the action of Congress, as set forth in section 3 of said Act. Now therefore, be it known, that I, 
Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States of America, have caused the above stated 
modification of the Tariff Laws of the Dominican Republic to be made public for the information 
of the citizens of the United States of America.

COOLIE IMMIGRATION INTO JAMAICA.—The ss. Belgravia, of Messrs. Henderson 
Brothers, Anchor Line, has been chartered by the Crown Agents for the conveyance of Coolies 
from Calcutta to Jamaica at £12 per statute adult for 800, or £11 10s. for a full complement. The 
vessel sailed from Calcutta on the 1st September with a complement, as is understood, of 979, 
which will be at the lower rate, and as she proceeds via the Suez Canal, she may be expected to 
arrive at Jamaica about the end of October.

GRENADA TONNAGE DUES.—The following letter has been addressed to the Colonial 
Office, 9th September, 1891:—“ My Lord,—I have the honour to inform your Lordship that it is 
understood that the Island of Grenada has been declared a Free Port sufficiently to justify an 
application to the United States Government for reciprocal arrangements with regard to Shipping, 
as in the case of Trinidad. The matter has been recently brought before the United States 
Government by Mr. George Christall, a gentleman largely concerned with steam communication 
between the United States and the British West Indies. He submitted a certificate from the 
Government of the Island of Grenada that ‘ no tonnage duty is leviable on any vessel entering the 
Harbour of St. George’s,’ and he requested that a similar concession should be granted in United 
States ports to vessels arriving from that island. In reply, the Acting Secretary of the Department 
of State at Washington writes under date 26th May, 1891:-— ‘The Statute under which exemption 
from tonnage dues is conceded in ports of the United States is the Act of Congress of June 19 th, 
1886. The 11 th section of this Act authorises the reciprocal suspension of the collection of so 
much of the duty herein imposed on vessels entered from any foreign port, as may be in excess of 
the tonnage and lighthouse dues, or other equivalent tax or taxes imposed in said 
port on American vessels by the Government of the Foreign Country in which 
such port is situated.’ The Certificate above mentioned by the Government of 
Grenada apparently did not exhibit the conditions under which the Act above quoted authorised a 
suspension of the Collection of Tonnage Dues in the United States. As the Secretary of the 
State Department points out, ‘the Act makes no discrimination as between a particular class of 
vessels or a particular line, and does not authorise a suspension of the collection of tonnage dues on 
that basis —the exemption from tonnage dues being general. The United States Act contem
plates not only the suspension of the collection of the tonnage dues, but also lighthouse dues, or 
other equivalent tax or taxes. I have the honour, therefore, to ask whether your Lordship would
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be pleased to inquire what is the actual state of the Law in Grenada upon the matter as above 

explained. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman/’

ST. KITTS.—A Letter was addressed to Lord Knutsford on the 3rd September, calling 
His Lordship’s attention to a Letter which had been addressed to Governor Haynes Smith, pro
testing against increased expenditure and new loan burdens in St. Kitts, signed by influential 
Colonists. The following is the ReplyThe Chairman, West India Committee, 9th, September, 
Sir, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd 
instant, and to inform you that he has received, through the Governor of the Leeward Islands, a 
copy of the letter of the 18th of July from certain of the inhabitants of the Island of 
St. Kitt’s, protesting against increased expenditure on public works, and has given it his careful 
consideration. The Ordinance, authorising the loan, of which that letter complains, was intro
duced with Lord Knutsford’s sanction, given after Sir W. Haynes Smith had satisfied him of the 
importance to the interests of the people of St. Kitts-Nevis and Anguilla, of the public w’orks for 
which the loan is applicable, and of the capacity of the Presidency to bear the burden of the 
interest and sinking fund of the loan, and the Governor has reported that the Ordinance was 
passed by the Legislative Council with only one dissentient voice. In these circumstances, while 
Lord Knutstord regrets to find that the signers of the letter entertain a much less favourable view 
of the financial position of the Presidency than the Governor and the Legislative Council, his lord
ship does not find in their protest sufficient reason for refusing to sanction the loan, and he has 
equested the Governor so to inform them. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.”

BEET CROPS.—Messrs. H. Clark & Co. say that Russian and Austrian crops may show a 
;ood average yield. The ripening of the German crop has been delayed by cold and wet. The 

prospects in France, Belgium, and Holland are less promising, and fine weather is much needed. 
The aggregate crop may exceed the last one, but unless the weather becomes very propitious the 
excess is not likely to be large. The above is confirmed by Sugar reports from the Continent, the 
present fine weather being of course favourable.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.------Messrs. H. Clark & Co., give the following figures ( Monthly 
Report, 8th September).—Stocks in Europe, and afloat from the East to Europe, 489000 tons 
against 402,000 last year; United States, 143,000, against 95,000 ; Havana, 135,000,’against 97 000’ 
Total, 767,000, against 594,000. Mr. Czarnikow’s estimate is as follows (Circular, September iotR • 
Europe, and afloat, to Europe, 464,857, against 385,107; United States, 131,000, against 82887* 
Havana, 119,000, against 86,000. Total, 714,857, against 553,994.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First thirty-six weeks’ landing of raw Sugar at four 
principal ports, 584,539 tons, against 519,973 last year. Deliveries, 591,052 against c8? 8?o 
Stocks, 99,913 against 102,162.

„ TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, August 28th, weather too dry; Berbice East
Coast, and Mahaica, favourable elsewhere ; September 7th, weather favourable for cultivation and 
grinding.—Barbados, September 14th, seasonable weather.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Also 

^!Cnpt^nS °.ne GuiI]ea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
Ptu^ Circular is supplied to Present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receivino* West Indian 
fiHn^tle’o^ deSir0US of ™ ^estid to send them to th! Secretary



CIRCULAR No, 72

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,
» r - - . • WilJ w M ri

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

i 2th October, 1891.

THE WEST INDIES AND THE McKINLEY ACT,—In continuation of the information 
given in last Circular, it may now be stated that Lord Salisbury, who has himself taken charge of 
the question, has received a preliminary report from Sir Julian Pauncefote, and his Lordship is 
now in consultation with Lord Knutsford as to further instructions to the Ambassador. The view 
of the United States Government is that the attention of the British Government was called to Section 
3 (the Reciprocity Clause) by Mr. Blaine s despatch to the American Consuls in the West India 
Colonies some months ago, and the present attitude of the United States Government is simply one 
of expecting the proposals of the British Government. These proposals are founded upon an 
acceptance of the present Tariffs of the West India Colonies as meeting the requirements of 
Section 3. It is understood that the Foreign Office, after consultation with the Colonial Office, 
have sent a further telegram to Sir J. Pauncefote, and there is no doubt that important information 
will be received in a few days as to the possible intentions of the United States Government, and 
the question will have to be practically considered as to the proposed Mission to Washington. It 
is possible, of course, that the President will exercise his powers on the 1st January The clause is 
not simply permissive, but mandatory. On the other hand it is not in the slightest degree probable 
that any duties will be imposed on West India Sugar while negotiations are pending, and it is 
hoped that the present action of Sir J. Pauncefote will bring the matter within a prospect of 
satisfactory settlement, so as to avoid any restriction or disorganisation of the Sugar trade, in 
the latter weeks of this year, between the West Indies and British Guiana and the United States. 
In the meantime no advices have been received from Jamaica, Barbados, and other Islands as to 
their co-operation in the proposed mission to Washington. These advices are confidently ex
pected by next mail. Both British Guiana and Trinidad have acted with the utmost promptitude 
in the matter. The following is a copy of a Memorandum which has been communicated to the 
English Government as to the effect which would be produced on the Sugar industry of the British 
West Indies and British Guiana in the event of the President of the United States of America 
exercising his powers under the Tariff Act to re-impose duties upon the Sugars of these Colonies 
after the 1st of January, 1892. On and after the 1st of January, 1892, “ whenever, and so often as 
the President shall be satisfied that the Government of any country producing and exporting sugars, 
molasses, coffee, tea and hides . . imposes duties or other exactions upon the agricultural or other 
products of the United States which, in view of the free introduction of such sugar . . he may 
deem to be reciprocally unequal and unreasonable, he shall have the power, and it shall be his 
duty to suspend, by proclamation to that effect, the provisions of this Act relating to the free 
introduction of such Sugar . . the production of such Country, for such time as he. shall deem just, 
and in such case, and during such suspension, duties shall be levied . . upon Sugar . . the product 
of or exported from such designated Country as follows/ —The Act then recites the duties to be 
so imposed. The United States have already made Treaties, or Commercial arrangements, with
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Spain on behalf of Cuba and Porto Rico, with Brazil and San Domingo, but so far it is not known 
whether Treaties have been made with any other Country. Should the Sugars from Cuba, orto 
Rico Brazil, and San Domingo, be the only ones to be admitted duty free, they will not be near y 
sufficient to supply the requirements of the United States, and the effect of these Sugars being 
admitted duty free, while other Sugars are excluded, would obviously be that they woul 
practically be receiving a bounty from the consumers of the United States equivalent to the 
amount of duty levied on other Sugars, a bounty which may be roughly put at £5 per ton. I his 
bounty would, without doubt, largely stimulate the production of those Countries, to the detriment 
naturally of other Countries which would have no such bounty. But we do not think it likely that 
the admission of free Sugars will eventually be limited to the Countries having Treaties. It is more 
probable that a sufficient amount of Sugar will be admitted to provide amply for the I nited States 
consumption. For the purpose of this Memorandum it is sufficient to consider what will be the effect 
upon the West Indies, if duties are re-imposed in the United States upon West India Sugars in the 
circumstances above mentioned. Theoretically, no doubt, it would be still open to them to obtain 
what might be called the “Price of the World,” which in other words would mean the price obtain
able in the United Kingdom, as there is no other Market open to them large enough to absorb the 
whole of their production. And to anyone not conversant with the Sugar Industry, it may, perhaps, 
appear that the price of Sugar in the United Kingdom must rule on a parity w ith that in the 
United States. As a matter of fact, however, this is not the case. During the last five or six 
years, the West Indies have realised for their Sugars, which they have sent to the United States, 
fully 30s (thirty shillings) per ton more than they would have realised, had these same Sugars been 
sent to the Markets of the United Kingdom. It is, perhaps, rather for theoretical economists 
than for practical Merchants to seek out the economical reason for this fact, but we are in a 
position to give ample evidence that the relative prices in the Markets of the United Kingdom 
and United States have been, and still are as stated, and in view of the abolition of the Sugar 
duties in the United States, the difference in values is likely to be enhanced rather than diminished 
in the future. Several reasons have been suggested to us in explanation. One is the proximity 
of the English Markets to the enormous producing area of Europe with the large bounties 
granted by European countries. Another is, that the United States Refiners distinctly 
recognise the superiority of Cane Sugar over Beet. Of these thirty shillings, we may point 
out, ^however, that about 10s. is due to the fact that freights and insurance from the 
West Indies to the United States are about this much lower than between the West 
Indies and the United Kingdom. If, therefore, the President were to re-impose the Sugar Duties 
upon West India Sugars, it is highly probable that the West Indies would in the future have to 
accept something like 30s. per ton less for their Sugars than they would obtain if they continued 
to have access to the United States Markets. We need hardly point out that in view of the very 
small margin, which exists between profit and loss, the reduction in the value of their produce to 
the extent of 30s. per ton (which means roughly to the British West Indies about £450,000 per 
annum) would be another serious blow to these Colonies. As a matter of fact, the Markets of the 
United Kingdom are becoming exceedingly limited for such Sugars as are produced in the West 
ndies Under the operation of the Bounty System on the Continent, the British Refining Industry 

is gradually dwindling, and the importation of Refined Sugar shows a steady increase-an 
increase, which is. in reality, larger than that indicated by the Board of Trade Returns, inasmuch
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aS a considerable quantity of Beetroot Sugapco&s'^^ is practTcally^efm^

suitable for direct consumption, but which is placed in the Board of Trade Returns under the 
heading of Raw Sugar. This applies to almost the whole of the import from France. In a word 
it may be said that the English Markets have been closed to British Colonies by the Bounty 
System on the Continent, and that the United States Markets are the only markets upon which the 
West Indian Colonies have in future to rely.”

RUM DENOMINATION.—The following- are copies of two General Orders issued by the 
Customs Sth September, 1891. The Lords of the Treasury have directed that the Official 
Import List be altered so that the sub-heading “Rum,” of the general heading “Spirits and 
Strong Waters, be divided as follows:—Rum (imported from ports in Sugar-Cane producing 
countries); Imitation Rum (imported from ports in countries in which the Sugar-Cane is not 
produced). (2) Officers are accordingly directed to see that all importations of Spirits of the 
kinds under notice, which may be entered on or after the 1st October next, be thus described. 
(3) In the case of such Spirits coming from ports in countries in which the Sugar-Cane is not 
produced, but which may be claimed for entry as 11 Rum ” under the first of the new sub-headings, 
before the entry be finally accepted and acted upon, the importers are to be required 
to apply to the Board, in each instance, for its admission as “ Rum,” annexing to their 
application the Bill of Lading from the original Port of Shipment, and Certificates 
of Landing at, and exportation from, the Port of Transhipment or Exchange, such 
Certificate must be signed by the proper officer of Customs, whose signature (in the case of 
a foreign port), must be verified by the British Consular authority. These applications, with the 
accompanying documents, are to be forwarded through the Surveyor at the place of importation, 
with his observations, in the usual manner to the Board, who will then decide as to whether the 
claim can be admitted. (4.) In deciding how far entries tendered under the former of the two 
new sub-headings may be accepted, with reference to the country from which the importing ship 
has come, officers will be guided by their general knowledge and intelligence on the subject, refer
ring in cases of doubt or difficulty to their superior officers, who, in turn, if not able to decide, will 
refer the question to the Board. Spirits imported from the West Indian Islands, Mauritius, 
Brazil, Guiana, and other tropical and sub-tropical countries in which the sugar-cane is usually 
cultivated, and entered under the sub-heading of “ Rum,” may ordinarily be accepted as 
such, whilst spirits imported from other countries, particularly ports in Europe and the Northern 
ports of the United States of America, will not be admissible otherwise than under the sub
heading of “Imitation Rum,” in the absence.of compliance with the directions of Paragraph 3 of 
this Order. (5) The treatment in bond of spirits imported and admitted to entry under this 
decision of the Treasury will form the subject of a further General Order. The alteration of the 
Official Import List is to be noted in all copies now in use.—By order of the Board, R. T. 

Prowse. .
September 12th, 1891. Amendments of Code Paragraphs, etc., consequent on issue of General Order*. 

62, 1891.—In consequence of ffie decision of the Lords of the Treasury, as already set forth in 
General Order 62, 1891, on the subject of the entry of importations of spirits under the denomina
tion of rum, the effect of which will be that such importations will, for purposes of official account,
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be classified as two distinct kinds of spirits, (i). Officers are to note for their guidance that so 
soon as this decision is brought into effect on ist October next, Paragraphs 335 and 354, 355, 
and 356 of the Code will prevent spirit admitted to entry as “ Rum,” and spirit entered as “ Imita
tion Rum,” from being blended or vatted together for Home use; and that should these two kinds 
of spirits be mixed for exportation, under paragraph 354, they must, under paragraphs 334 and 
358, be described in all official books and documents as spirits (Foreign), mixed in Bond. 
(2).’In all extant copies of the Code, and of General Order 19, 1882, manuscript alterations 

are to be made as follows In Code, paragraph 84, “sub-division b ” should now read as follows 
Rum (imported from Ports in Sugar-Cane producing countries). Imitation Rum (from Ports in 
countries in which the Sugar-Cane is not produced). Paragraph 358, after the word Rum „ 
insert “or Imitation Rum.” Paragraph 367, after the word “Rum ” insert “or Imitation Rum. 
Paragraph 384, after the word “Rum” insert “and Imitation Rum.” Paragraph 385. after the 
word “Rum” insert “Imitation Rum.” Parapraph 435, after the word “Rum insert or 
Imitation Rum.” Paragraph 436, line 5, delete “ or," and after “Rum ” insert “ or Imitation Rum. 
Paragraph 438, line 1, delete “ or,” and after “ Rum ” insert “or Imitation Rum.” Paragraph 514, 
after the word “ Rums” insert “ Imitation Rums.” Paragraph 551, after the word “ Rum ” insert 
“ or Imitation Rum." In General Order 19, 1882, page 32, paragraph 3 (revised by General Order 
62, 1882), lines 7 and 9, after “Rums ” insert “ or Imitation Rums,” and on page 33, paragraph 11, 
line 2, delete “and,” and, after “Rum.” insert and “Imitation Rum.” (3.) General Orders 6 and 
13, 1890, are hereby cancelled, as to all importations of Rum, or of Imitation Rum, admitted to 
entry on or after the ist October next. The Board of Inland Revenue have expressed their 
concurrence in these directions.—By Order of the Board, R. T. Prowse.

BEET CROPS.—Favourable weather from the beginning of. October has improved 
prospects of Beet. A fair average yield is expected, although a report has been issued that the 
saccharine is not proportionate to the size of the root. In the meantime, prices have somewhat 
strengthened, owing to sufficient supplies not being immediately available. Mr. Licht's latest 
analysis of roots shows a decrease in the percentage of Sugar as compared with four preceding 
years. No formal estimates of crop have yet been issued. The Frerch journal reports that the 
weather has not actively promoted growth,but has improved quality with a diminished weight of roots. 
If the weather remains dry the yield will be very inferior to that of last year. At the moment the 
yield undoubtedly shows a great deficit upon the preceding. The same news is reported from 
Germany and Austria, with good quality. The actual state of the European Crop, is that the root 
must be considered small, but of good quality. Crop figures are hardly likely to reach those of 
last year.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES OF SUGAR.—(H. Clark & Co., 8th October), Europe, and afloat 
for Europe from East, 337,000 tons, against 275,000 last year; United States, 82,000, against 
65,000; Havana, 110,000, against 74,000. Total, 529,000, against 414,000. (C. Czarnikow, Sth 
October), Europe, and cargoes afloat to Europe, 317,447, against 252,905 ; United States, 75000 
against 58,378; Havana, 86,000, against 57,000. Total, 478,447, against 368,283.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First forty weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at four 
principal ports, 637,278 tons, against 556,838 last year. Deliveries, 658,363 against 638 1 C2 
Stocks, 85,341 against 84,714. s 3,5

00 zi WE^TH?R TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, October 5th, weather dry; Trinidad, September 
22nd, weather too dry October ist, weather too dry; Barbados, September 28th, dry over 
windward, showers over leeward, October 12th, good showers but partial.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
Information, corrections, &c„ relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Also 
P r"8 ofO.ne Gul"Pa and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

EfR Glrcular 1S supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
egard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 

filing^thToffi™^ °f are re1uested to send them to the Secretary for
to tins office.Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses



CIRCULAR No. 73.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE*

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

4th January, 1892.

THE UNITED STATES AND WEST INDIES.—The Chairman of the West India 
Committee was appointed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to proceed to Washington 
to advise the British Ambassador in regard to negotiations between Her Majesty's Government 
and the Government of the United States, respecting the arrangement to be made between the 
West India Colonies and the United States, under the Reciprocity Clause of the McKinley Act.

Mr. Nevile Lubbock accordingly proceeded to Washington. He arrived there on the 8th 
November (accompanied by the Secretary), and at once placed himself in communication with Sir 
Julian Pauncefote, who gave every possible assistance, and by whom, of course, the diplomatic 
/orm of the arrangement remained to be made.

An Attache of the Embassy was present at all the interviews during the negotiation. The 
points raised by the United States Government were (1), that due notice had been given to the 
British Government respecting the Reciprocity Clause of the McKinley Act; (2), that heavier 
duties were placed upon imports from the United States than upon imports from the United 
Kingdom and other countries; (3), that the Reciprocity Clause would certainly be carried into 
effect on the 1 st January, 1892, with all countries not having made trade arrangements under that 
Clause; (4), that Mr. West’s letter of the 7th November, 1884, should be taken as the basis of all 
present negotiations.

It was ascertained that communications had already taken place between Sir Julian Paunce
fote and the United States Government.

Negotiations proceeded daily, and an arrangement was finally come to that reductions of 
duties upon goods principally imported from America should be made to the extent of

British Guiana ... ... ... ... • •• £29,000
Trinidad ... ... ... ... ... ... 14,000
Leeward Islands ... ... ... ... ... 7>5°°
St. Lucia ... ... ... ... •• ... 2,500
St. Vincent ... ... ... ... ... ••• 2,000

£55,000

The above represents the amount of Revenue likely to be surrendered upon Import Duties 
under this arrangement, assuming no increased consumption takes place.
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Three Schedules vrere agreed upon, (i) A free list. (2) A reduction of du<> upon 
certain articles to the extent of fifty per cent, of the present rates of duty. (3) A reduction of 

twenty-five per cent, upon certain other articles imported from the United States; this latter 

Schedule including flour and petroleum.

A full copy of the Schedules will be given in next Circular.

After Mr. Lubbock had been in Washington for three weeks, the Barbados delegates 
arrived. Every information was given to Messrs. Chandler and Grannum, and the most cordial 
co-operation took place with those delegates. It is understood that the amount of duty agreed 
to be given up by Barbados was £12,000. The Jamaica delegates arrived just before Mr. 
Lubbock left Washington, and it has since been reported that those delegates have agreed to 

a reduction of £24,000 upon the basis already established.

The negotiations were conducted upon the basis of equal treatment, so far as the West 
Indies were concerned, of all countries. The first stipulation agreed to was that the new arrange
ment should not come into force before the 1st of February, 1892. A later date was pressed upon 
the United States Government in connection with British Guiana, owing to the new constitutional 
arrangements in that Colony. This matter was left in the hands of Sir Julian Pauncefote.

With regard to Trinidad it may be mentioned that the duty on flour was proposed to be 
ft as at present, viz., seventy-five cents, per barrel, being the same duty as will be imposed in 
ritish Guiana, Barbados, and other Colonies, under the new arrangement.

By special agreement, the Island of Grenada, having no Sugar Exports to the United 
States, was excluded from this arrangement. The new terms will come into force upon due 
diplomatic formalities being exchanged between the Government of the United Kingdom and 
that of the United States. The arrangement will be subject to termination either by the United 
States deciding to alter their tariff, or by the Legislatures of the West India Colonies, at any 
time they may have grounds for doing so, with the assent of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies.

The consent of tfle Governments of British Guiana, Trinidad, and other Colonies, was 
obtained in Washington by telegram.

A full record of the points raised during- the negotiations will be given in a further 
Circular.

BEET SUGAR.—The following is Mr. Licht’s latest estimate :__

1891-2 
Tons.

1890-1 
Tons.

1889-90 
Tons.

1888-9 
Tons.Germany ................. .... 1,170,000 L33L965 ... 1,264,607 990,604

Austria ..................... 850,000 778,473 ... 753,078 523,242Fiance ..................... 694,037
544,i62

787,989
456,7h

Russia .....................
... • •• 466,767

Belgium..................... 526,387
205,623

61,307
221,480

55,8i3Holland..................... 145,804
• • • • • . . . 46,040

other Countries........ .....  75,°oo 80,000 ... 80,000 87,000

3,530.000 3,695,567 3,619,678 2,785,844



The total production of sugar for 1891-2 is estimated by Mr. Licht as followsBeet, 
3,53°,000 tons; Cane, 2,630,000 tons; total, 6,160,000; against 6,223,000 in 1890-1, and 5,669,000 
in 1889-90.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES Ob SUGAR.—Mr. Licht's December estimate is as follows:_  
Europe and floating cargoes to Europe, 1,021,905 tons, against 936,595 same date 1890; United 
States, 61,000, against 54,694; Havana, 29,464, against 39,624; floating to North America, 30,638, 
against 26,059. Total, 1,143,007, against 1,056,972. Mr. Cznarikow, 31st December, estimates 
as follows:—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,049,818 tons against 946,752; United States, 
71,000, against 22,797; Havana, 23,000, against 39,000. Total, 1,143,818 tons against 1,008,549.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—First fifty-two weeks' landings of Raw Sugar at four principal 
ports, 845,513 tons, against 786,889 last year. Deliveries, 849,761, against 836,669. Stocks, 
102,178, against 115,916.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, November 28th, a few light showers have fallen, but more 
rain wanted; December 12th, rain is now pouring down in good earnest; 14th, rain continues to 
fall heavily; 29th, moderate rains generally; Barbados, December 7th, good showers generally 
throughout the island; 22nd, good showers generally throughout the island; 4th January, light 
partial showers over windward parishes.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c.. relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this office.



CIRCULAR No. 74.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE-

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E C.

ist February, 1892.

\West India Committee.—A meeting will be held on Thursday, the 4th February, at Three 
o clock, to receive a statement from the Chairman respecting the recent negotiations wi h the 
United States.

The Negotiations with the United States.—Mr. Lubbock has received, and duly acknow- 
ledged a letter from the Secretary of State, of which the following is an extract: “ Downing 
Street, .26th January, 1892. Nevile Lubbock, Esq.:—Sir, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th of December, reporting the result of your mission 
to Washington, in connection with the negotiations for a reciprocal trade arrangement between 
certain of Her Majesty’s West Indian Colonies and the Government of the United States of 
America. His Lordship has now received copies of the notes in which that provisional arrange
ment has been embodied by Her Majesty’s Minister and the Secretary of State at Washington ; 
and he desires me to express his sense of the services which you have rendered to the West Indian 
Colonies which you represented, by the ready and able assistance which you afforded to Her 
Majesty’s Minister in his conduct of these negotiations. (Signed) John Bramston.”

The United States and West Indies.—The following is Lord Knutsford’s despatch to West 
Indian Governors of 22nd December, 1891, forwarding the Schedules — “The Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs on the pressing application of the Government of the United States has 
authorised Her Majesty’s Minister to embody in a Note to the Government oi the Republic, the 
understanding arrived at with the Delegates of the various West Indian Colonies, and to stipulate 
that in the event of the ratification of the arrangement by the Colonial Governments concerned, 
the necessary legislation should be carried out in British Guiana before the ist of April, and in 
the other Colonies before the 1st of February next; and in default of such legislation the Presi
dent of the United States of America should be at liberty to impose the duties allowed under the 

McKinley Act.”

Sir Julian Pauncefote in his despatch to the Marquis of Salisbury of December 4th, 1891, says, 
“ One important and satisfactory feature in the arrangement is that no differential treatment has 

been accorded in favour of American products.”



A copy of Schedule A containing articles to be admitted free can be seen at this offi. . 
following are the other Schedules. B. Fifty per cent, reduction, i. Bacon and Bacon Ham*. 2. 
Boots and Shoes made wholly or in part of leather. 3. Bread and biscuit. 4. Cheese. 5- Lard 
and its compounds. 6. Mules. 7. Oleomargarine. S. She oks and staves. C. Twenty-five per 
cent, reduction. >. Bid salted cr pit kled. 2, Corn or maize. 3. Cornmeal. 4. Hour of 
wheat. 5. Lumber of Pitch Pine in rough or prepared for buildings. 6. Petr, h um and its 
products crude or refined. 7. Pork salted cmpickled. 8. Wheat. (Note.-In the case of Trim- 
dad the existing duty of 75 cents, per bar^fel^siretained.)

British Guiana.—The elections to the new Court of Policy and Combined Court were taking 
place, according to news by mail. Copy of the addresses of the respective candidates can be 
seen at this office. The weather continued wet, with alternate dix .B1e for the

estates.

Trinidad—The Governor has issued a Minute upon the financial position of the Colons He 
explains the insufficiency of the current revenue of the Colony to meet the- current exp.n liture, 
and the need of providing lor the interest and sinking fund of a further Public W ’ I.< if
such a loan is to be raised. No such loan will be sanctioned by the Secretary of State, until 
finances show the prospect of a margin sufficient to bear the annual charge. His I \ y
hopes that the poorer classes will derive some benefit from the reductions of duty on imports of 
food and other products which they consume. The surplus funds are prat tically exh iust< 1 by the 
deficits of the last four years. £44,000 is required to be raised by new taxation. including the 
readjustment of the Import duties, rendered necessary by the recent arrangement \\ ith the Unite i 
States. This has been done by the raising of the Excise duty on Rum from 6s. • d. to 7s. : the
proof gallon ; by the increase of the Tobacco, Opium, Wine and Malt Liquor Customs’ duties ; by 
the imposition of duties of 2s per ton on Coal and Patent Fuel, and of 10s. each on Oxen and Cows, 
and by the increase of the ad valorem duties from four to six per cent. ; also certain stamp and trade 
license duties were fixed. The schedules under the arrangement with the United States were 
agreed to. The Secretary of State is prepared to give instructions, when provision has been made 
by ordinance for the expense, for the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry into th.; charge 
against the first Puisne Judge and into the administration of justice. The Immigration estimates, 
are based upon the introduction of 2,500 Coolies in the coming season. The | military
arrangements, consequent upon the withdrawal of the troops, were being anxiously .1 i^uJv i 

The Imperial scheme of defence includes the construction of batteries of artillery The ouusli n i 
how are these to be manned ? The batteries will probably cost more than £10,000. It is proposed 
that the police shall be transformed into an armed constabulary. General New.li . . .
the Governor of Bermuda, has visted the Colony and reported upon the military proposals Mail 
news reports weather fine and crop work general. ‘
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’ ; ? . -ln a reP°rt of the proceedings of the Combined Court of the .2th instant,
whu h appeared in the Daily Chronicle of the 13th instant, Sir Charles Bruce, in his speech pro- 
jiosmg the resolutions in connection with the reciprocity clauses of the McKinlay Tariff Act is 
reported to have said, after quoting the fourth article of the draft Convention ot 1884 allowing an 
export duty within certain limits no objection was made by Mr. Lubbock, who acted as the 
adviser of Her Majesty’s representative in Washington in the negotiation of the time to this article 
of the 1 reaty, and it throws an important light on the arrangement by which it must have been 
contemplated at the time to meet the anticipated loss of revenue under the terms of the 
convention.”

I he history of the Clause in the proposed Treaty of 1884, is as follows:—During the dis
cussions which took place between myself and the United States authorities previous to the propo
sition of a Treaty, it appeared that the United States Government were under the impression 
that export duties imposed in the West Indies would fall on the consumers of the products upon 
which the export duties were levied. They therefore wished to stipulate that no export duties at 
all should be levied. At that time however, in some of the Colonies part of the cost of the Immi
gration Expenditure was assessed upon the planters in proportion to the amount of sugar and 
< <>coa e xported, and this assessment was, erroneously as I think, but atany rate officially described 
as an export duty. In Trinidad, if I recollect right, the amount of this so-called duty was 7s. 6d. 
per ton. I thought it was highly probable that the Colonies which had adopted this method of 
raising a portion of the Immigration Fund might wish to continue it, and that some margin in 
regard to the amount was desirable. My explanation of the so-called export duties went 
far to remove the objection of the United States Government, but they insisted upon a limit 
in amount, which in the case of Sugar was agreed at /*i per ton. There was certainly no idea in 
my mind that any portion of the General Revenue of the Colonies was to be raised by means of 
Exp >rt Duties. I may add, however, that if the Treaty had been carried out, there might have 
been a fair ground of justification for them which certainly will not now exist, even with the 
continuance of the free admission of West India Sugar into the United States. In 1884 we had 
an assurance from the United States Government that they had no intention of according the free 
admission of Sugar either to Europe or to European Colonies in the East. That is to say, two- 
thirds of the production of the world would have been deprived of an advantage of £10 per ton 
proposed to be accorded to West India Sugars in United States Markets. The case is very 
different now British Guiana has to face a competition, assisted in the case of European Sugars 
and Sugars produced in the United States by State subsidies, and the possible margin of profit 
must be small. It can hardly be a wise policy to increase the difficulties which the main industry 
of the Colony has before it by adding to its burdens. (Signed) N. Lubbock.

RFF r SUGAR -The weather of the last month seems to point to a decrease in the yield 
. vFr Tirht however keeps for the time his estimate for Germany 

"rob^ French crop is’a matter of doubt. The total Beet production for 

^9.-92. according to Mr. Licht, remains unchanged (.6th January).



4

VISIBLE SUPPLIES OF SUGAR.—Mr. Licht’s January estimate is as follows : Europe 
and floating cargoes to Europe, 1,3.68,671 tons, against 1,344,618 same date 1891 ; United Stab s. 
78,000, against 55,146; Havana, 30,480, against 44,704 J floating to North America, 30,949. against 
29,467 ; total, 1,508,100, against 1,473,9 35- According to Mr. Czarnikow, January 28th : Europe 
and Cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,349.038, against 1,324,429; United States, 83,000, against 

48,377; Havana, 31,000, against 64,000 ; total, 1,463,038, against 1,436,806.

Sugar in United Kingdom.—First three weeks' landings of Raw Sugar at four principal 
ports, 49,032 tons, against 40,914 last year. Deliveries, 37,162, against 45,672. Stocks, 

125,556, against 111,158.

Weather Telegrams.—Trinidad, January 7th, fine with occasional light showers ; 21st, fine, with 
occasional light showers; Barbados, January 18th. weather dry; February 1st, dry.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Aho. 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advi( es 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West In iian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary f r 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addre - 
to this office.



CIRCULAR No. 75.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

15th February, 1892.

THE UNITED STATES AND WEST INDIES.-The following telegram appeared 
in the Time, of 6th FebruaryNew York, Sth February.-A proclamation by President 
Harrison is published to-day, promulgating the Reciprocity Treaty concluded between the 
United States and the British West Indies.”

Mr. Lubbock’s report to Lord Knutsford upon the Washington mission will be printed in 
next Circular.

The Secretary of State has favoured the West India Committee with copies of the notes 
exchanged by Sir Julian Pauncefote and Mr. Blaine. The following is the despatch from the 
British Minister to Mr. Blaine, dated Washington, December 24th, 1891.:—Sir, referring to 
the notes which we have recently exchanged relative to the reciprocity section of the General 
Tariff Law of the United States so far as the same bears on the British West Indian Colonies 
and the Colony of British Guiana, I beg to state that I have given the subject the careful considera
tion which it demands, and have been assisted therein by the gentlemen designated by the several 
Colonies to aid in the negotiation of an arrangement. With the help of these gentlemen certain 
schedules have been drawn up of remissions and alterations of duties, which I have reason to 
believe will prove satisfactory to your Government, and which are as follows:—As regards the 

following Colonies, that is to say :
British Guiana
Trinidad (which includes the Island of Tobago).

Barbados.
The Leeward Islands (consisting of the several Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, St. 

Christopher, Nevis, Dominica, with their respective Dependencies and the Virgin Islands).
The Windward Islands (consisting of St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Grenada and their 

dependencies), but exclusive of Grenada and its dependencies.
It is proposed that the remissions and alterations of duty shall be made which are contained in 

Annex 1 to this note. In the case of the colony of Jamaica, it is proposed that the remissions and 
alterations of duty shall be made which are contained in Annex 2. Should the arrangement 
herein proposed be accepted by the Government of the United States, it shall be understood and 
agreed that every article named in Annex t, which is now on the Free List of the Tariff of any of 
the above mentioned Colonies shall be continued on said Free List during the ex^tence of the 
proposed arrangement. I have received instructions from Her Majesty’s Government o submtt 
to you the proposition that if the remissions and deductions before enumerated appear sattsfactory



to your Government, the President should agree to forbear up to the .st February next to put 
in force, as against all those Colonies except British Guiana, and in the case of that Colony up to 
the 3.st day of March next, the powers conferred upon him by Section 3 of said lanft Law. with 
the understanding that it will be for the Governments of the several Colon.es named to pass the 

necessary legislation within the periods above mentioned, so that Her Majesty’s Government me. 
in a position to announce to you before the expiration of the said periods respect.vely that the neces 
sary steps have been taken to give the force of law to the changes in question. I f the above alterations 
in the Tariffs of the Colonies named are accepted by your Government as satisfactory, the i resident 
may be assured that they will be carried out with the utmost promptitude consist, nt with the
circumstances in each Colony, and that the fullest and fairest interpretation will be given t > them.
It will be understood that the arrangement shall remain in force so long as it shall not 1 •• m > 
by the mutual agreement of the Executive Power of the two Governments or by the legislative i lion 
of the Government of the United States, or of the said Colonies or with the approval of th»-
British Government. Annex I. Applicable to British Guiana, Trinidad, and Tobago. B irbad >s 
the Leeward Islands, and the Windward Islands, excepting the Island of Grenada ii : 
follows Schedule (A.) Articles to be admitted free of all Customs I >uly 
and any other National, Colonial or Municipal charges. Tt is not necessary t • 
print the Free List here). The reduction Schedules B and C were printed 
in last Circular, for all the Colonies except Jamaica. There are special Schedules tor this latter 
Colony, the Free List extending to sixty-three items. The following is the Jamaica fifty per < ent 
reduction Schedule : — 1. Bacon and Bacon Hams. 2. Bread and Biscuit. 3. Butter. 4. Cheese.
5. Lard and its compounds. 6. Lumber of Pitch Pine, in rough or prepared, for buildings, to b • 
reduced to 9s. per 1,000 feet. The following is the Jamaica twenty-five per cent, reduction
Schedule Beef, salted or pickled. 2. Corn and Maize. 3. Corn Meal. Oats. 5. 

(It will be 
despatch

Petroleum and its products, crude or refined. 6. Pork, salted or pickled. 7. Wheat, 
noticed that in this case there is no reduction on Flour). The following is Mr. Blaine’s
to Sir Julian Pauncefbte, dated Department of State, Washington. December 29th. : Sir.
have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your note of the 24th inst., in which you inform in 
that, in view of the Reciprocity Section 3 of the Tariff Law of the Congress of the United States 
approved on the 1st October, 1890, Her Majesty's Government has decided and authorised you’

to propose the remissions and alterations of duties set forth in your note in the British Colonies 
of Trinidad, Barbados, the Leeward Islands, the Windward Islands .except l.n-nr.
Jamaica, to take effect not later than the 1st February, 1892, and in British Guiana to take effect 
not later than the 31st March, 1892, which remissions and alterations of duties you express th 
belief will prove satisfactory to the Government of the United States. I am dire. Jed bv th— 
dent to state to you that he accepts this action of Her Majesty’s Government in agreeing to grant 
remissions and alterations of duties in the British Colonies above mentioned, to the articles en' 
rated m the schedules attached to your note, and in the terms stated therein, as a due reciprocit • 
for the action of the Congress of the United States, as set forth in Section - 
the 1st October, 1890. As soon as I shall be advised that the legislation 
enacted in the several Colonies, the President will make public announcement 
arrapgement, which it is understood shall remain in force so long as it shall

of the Tariff Act of 

proposed has been 
of this commercial 
not .be modified hy

Colon.es
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the mutual agreement of the Executive Powers 
action of the Government of the United States 
British Government.

of the two Governments, or by the legislative 
or of said Colonies, with the approval of the 
ibovsl lodtsow .rfioi ; aiawoda irfvil bsnoiasopo

.bnsi?I oJj .•uonguoirif
British Guiana.—Extract from the Minutes of a meeting of the British Guiana Planters’ 

Association, held on Tuesday, 36th January, 1892,6. Howell Jones, Esq., in the chair. It was 
proposed by the Chairman, seconded by the Hon. A. Barr, and carried unanimouslyThat 
this Association tenders to Mr. Nevile Lubbock its thanks for the services rendered by him on 
the mission undertaken—partly on behalf of this Colony—in connection with the arrangement of 
matters in Washington in December, 1891, on the subject of reciprocity under the McKinley 
Tariff Act; and that the Secretary is hereby instructed to forward to Mr. Lubbock a copy of this 
Resolution. (Signed) A. Summerson, Secretary.

' J - 11••.cnoeduC kdno ’bns snO Jo anohqnoadug '

Trinidad.—The whole matter of Trinidad Expenditure was discussed with Lord Knutsford 
in the early part of 1891, and there is no doubt the present Governor was instructed to examine 
closely the financial condition of the Colony. Sir N. Broome found that there was barely ^10,000, 
a sum entirely insufficient to meet the various loan and advance or suspension accounts without 
which it was impossible to carry on the work of some of the departments. Five or six years ago 
there was a fair available surplus of about £45,000, but this was encroached upon year by year to 
make up the deficiences of revenue to meet expenditure. It has been found impossible to call a 
Trinidad Meeting since the last mail, but the question is under consideration whether a protes 
should not be made against new loans for public works.

Beet Crops.—In several of the Continental papers there have been reports that the 
sowings of the new crop will not be so extensive as usual and that corn owing to the better prices 
will be more largely grown. These reports, however, require confirmation. The reductions of 
the premiums in Germany may restrict the sowings to some extent and the more remunerative price 
of grain crops may have a like tendency. But the subject remains at present more or less 

hypothetical. Mr. Licht’s monthly circular is not yet published.

8th February) :—Europe andVisible Supplies of Sugar.—(H. Clark and Co., 
afloat for Europe from East, 1,365,000 tons, against 1,339,000 last year; United States, 71,000, 
against 49,000; Havana, 31,000, against 64,000. Total 1,467,000, against r,452,000. (C. Czarmkow, 
11th February) Europe and Cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,346,761, against 1,323,313 , United 
States 59,500, against 57,402; Havana, 41,000, against 77,000. Total, 1,447,360, against

i,457,7«5-

Sugar in United Kingdom.—First five weeks 

ports, 69,985 tons, against 84,684 last year. 

102,512, against 110,983.

landings of Raw Sugar at four 
Deliveries, 73359, against 89,627.

principal 
Stocks.
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Weather Telegrams.—Trinidad, February 2nd, weather favourable; 3rd, weather !m- with 
occasional light showers; 10th, weather favourable; Barbados, February 15th. good showers 

generally throughout the Island.
GcdJiifi erfj io l io !z

JAMES L. OHLSON. Sicbktabv

no Hiifh < ■ ■
io orb dbw nolnannon ni—vnok - ¥n ik d

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to th* Se r : tn, A . 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a yar an other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraph: a!, 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members re eh. ;y W 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them t . the Se< rctaq for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to sen-! : • *
to this office.
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CIRCULAR No. 76.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.U.

14TH March, 1892. 
. ' - J

THE UNITED STATES AND WEST INDIES.—The following letter, addressed by 
Mr. Lubbock to Lord Knutsford, completes the formal account of the negotiations as given in 

preceding circulars. A paper giving fuller derails will be sent to any member for perusal upon 

application. Mr. Lubbock has received through the Governor and Lord Knutsford the thanks of 
the Trinidad Government for his services to that Colony “ Washington, 8th December, 1891. My 
Lord. —In accordance with your Lordship’s desire that I should proceed to Washington in con

nection with the negotiations which had been entrusted to Her Brittanic Majesty’s Minister to the 
United States, relative to the interests of the West Indies and with reference to Sir Robert Herbert’s 
communication of the 30th October, in which I was informed that my functions were to be similar 
to th *se entrusted to me in 1884. and that I was to place before Sir Julian Paucefote all the 
information at my command respecting the interests of the colonies of British Guiana, Trinidad 
and the Leeward and Windward Islands and to be prepared to advise him on any technical details 

which might arise ; I beg to report as follows:—I left Liverpool by the s.s. Umbria on 31st October, 
arriving at New York on the evening of the 7th November; the following day I proceeded to 
Washington and on the morning of 9th November I called upon Sir Julian Pauncefote, by whom 
I was most courteously received. On the 12th November Sir Jul an presented me to Mr. Blaine, who 
informed us that the details of the negotiation in connection with the West Indies on behalf of the 
United States Government had been entrusted to Gen. J. W. Foster to whom he referred us. He 
then sent for Gen. Foster, to whom he introduced me. By desire of Sir Julian Pauncefote I 
held several interviews with Gen. Foster during the following days, the object being in the first 
place to endeavour to satisfy him that the Tariffs of our West India sColonies and of British 
Guiana were equal and reasonable, and secondly, to ascertain as precisely as possible what the 
United States Government complained of and what concessions, if any, they required. At my 
request Gen. Foster handed me a written memorandum, copy of which I beg to enclose stating 
the views entertained by the United States Government in regard to the tariffs of our West 
Indian Colonies. From this Memorandum it will be seen that the grounds of complaint are 
twofold. First, that the Free List is so arranged as to admit a disproportionate amount of 
products from countries other than the United States, and secondly, that the rate of duty levied on 
United States products as a whole is largely in excess of the rate levied on products from other 
countries An examination of the Tartffs of the Colonies shows that, as a matter of fact, the 
value of products admitted free to the West Indian Colonies from countries other than the United 
States is largely in excess of the value of products coming free from the United States. And also 

that the percentage of trade from the United States to the West Indies is far in excess of the percent-
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age of Free Products coming from the United States to the West Ind.es. Secondly an exam.nat.on 
of the Tariffs shows that the rate of taxation on products coming from the United States is large y 

in excess of the rate of taxation on products from other countries; so much so that it can hardly 

be matter for surprise that the United States have looked upon these tariffs as having Been 
intentionally framed to discriminate against their products. Moreover, it is hardly possible to 
contend, with any show of justice, that the nature of the products coming from the United States 
h such as to warrant this higher rate of taxation. It is difficult to find any sound reason why such 

articles as Flour, Lumber, and Kerosine Oil should be taxed at a largely higher ad valorem rate 
than Hardware and Textiles. In view of the fact that sugar, coffee, cocoa, and fruit, the staple 

productions of the West Indies are now admitted free to the United States, it seems to me 
mpossible to contend that the United States Government are making any unreasonable demand 
in asking that this discrimination against their products should be removed. In my 
discussions with Gen. Foster I took care, in accordance with Sir Julian Pauncefote’s 
directions, and with what I knew to be your Lordship's wish, to point out most clearly not only that 
no privileged treatment could be granted to the United States, but that no alteration of the tariffs of 
the West Indian colonies such as would indirectly give any advantage to the United States tn<de over 
that with the United Kingdom and Canada, could be granted. I feel bound to record that Gen. 
Foster readily gave up any claim to special favours and rested his case entirely on the discrimina
tion which existed against the United States. With Sir Julian Pauncefote’s approval, I informed 
Mr. Foster that it was neither the wish of Her Majesty s Government nor the intention of the
Colonies that there should be any discrimination to the detriment of the trade between the West 
Indies and the United States and that I felt sure there would be no objection either on the part of 
Her Majesty’s Government or of the Colonies to agree to such alterations in their ta»-iffs as would 
be just and fair. After prolonged discussion involving an immense amount of detail, three 
schedules were agreed upon : the first being a free list, the second a schedule of articles^upon which 
it is proposed to reduce the duty by fifty per cent, and the third a schedule of articles upon which 
it is proposed to reduce the duty by twenty-five per cent. There is one exception made on the 
twenty-five per cent, schedule, apparently in favour of Trinidad. The reduction in Trinidad on 
Flour instead of being twenty-five per cent, will be a reduction to seventy-five cents, per barrel 
this will leave the duty on Flour in Trinidad, under the arrangement, at the same rate as in Bar
bados and British Guiana. Grenada, in accordance with your Lordship's instruction, is excepted 
from the agreement. A copy of these schedules is enclosed. I estimate that the effect of the 

immediate loss of revenue of thereductions of duty involved by the three schedules will be an 
following amounts for each of the Colonies named

British Guiana ?.,s
Trinidad ... 01

Leeward Islands
Windward Islands, except Grenada

£29 000 

14OOO

8 000 

4; SOO

£SS.S<» 
any serious difficulty in providing 
in the reductions. It will also be 
(1st} no privileged treatment of any

It will be seen that in no case is the loss so large as to cause 
other sources of revenue to make good the amount involved 
seen from the Schedules that under the proposed arrangement
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kind is accorded to the United tl j ».. . . , united states, (2nd) The proposed changes in the Tariff- will still leave
^7  ̂n T?of the & and canada ,ower than *h<-
viz Fl P ’ t \ n r'n Chief “e"» uPon reductions are made,

b lour, ork and Beef, the changes are in accordance with the views which a few years ago 
were streruo ^y urged upon the West India Colonies by the Colonial Office. I therefore venture 
to hope that the proposed arrangement will meet with your Lordship’s approval, and will conduce 
to the prosperity of the West India Colonies. I have much pleasure in reporting that the 
Barbados delegates, Messrs. Chandler & Grannum, who arrived in Washington about a fortnight 
after myself, entirely agreed on behalf of Barbados with the views which I had laid before Sir 
Julian Pauncefote on behalf of the Colonies which I represented, and they have approved of the 
schedules subject to the confirmation of the Barbados Legislature. The alterations in the Tariff 
are to <ome into f.rce on or previous to 1st February next. In conclusion I have to ask your 
Lordship to convey to Lord Salisbury my grateful recognition of all the kindness and courtesy I 
experienced from Sir Julian Pauncefote during my stay in Washington.

(Signed) N. LUBBOCK.

Surtax on Rum. —The following letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer has been 
drafted. It will be sent in forthwith if the Importers would approve and attend the D putation, 
should it be arranged.—“ The Right Hon. G. J. Goschen, M.P.—Sir,—In view of the approaching 
Budget I ha.e respectfully to ask whether it would be convenient to you to receive a small 
Deputation upon the question of the surtax of four-pence per gallon upon Colonial Rum imported 
into this country. In our Letter to you of the 22nd August, 1890 we stated fully the objections to 
the continuance of this protective tax against Colonial produce and in favour of home distillers. 
The n atter was not dealt with, fur various reasons, in the fiscal arrangements of last year, and 
we >hall be glad to have the opportunity of again drawing your attention to the unfairness of the 
charge, in anticipation of the Financial Statement of the present year.”

S gar Canes.—The Barbados Agricultural Society have had under consideration the 
- blight ” which has become apparent upon Canes in certain districts. A specimen having been 
submitted to M ss Ormerod she identified it as the “shot borer" hitherto unknown in connection 
with Cao- but an allied species has been known in the Pine Forests of Germany. 
The danger is in the power of flying or being windborne Young Canes should not 
be trashed with trash obtained from fields attackted by this beetle, which trash 
should be burned. Diseased Canes should be cut down and carried upright and 
burned outside the affected cane piece. Kerosene and soft soap are good remedies. The matter 
was brought to the attention of the West India Committee by the receipt of a letter (undated) from 
Mr I H Poser the Secretary of the Barbados Agricultural Society, in which he says: “ By this 
mail the Barba Jos Agricultural Society is sending, in care of Mr. George Hughes, the Society’s 

con^uhing chemist, specimens of a destructive boring insect which has lately made its appearance 
m tlis Island and the neighbouring Islands of St. Vincent and Trinidad, for examination and 
report thereon by Miss Ormerod, the entomologist.” No specimens have yet arrived at the office 
oHhe West 1 ndia Committee. No importance is attached to the matter as affecting the crop, but 
^tant measures should te Uken to stamp out the disease, however small its operations may be.
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As above indicated, the West India Committee have not been fully on the “^h’mul
any further communications from the Barbados Agricultural Society w.ll be received w.th much 

interest, and every assistance given.

Beet Prospects.—The extent ot the sowings as compared with last crop appears still to be 

somewhat uncertain. The cold weather, relieved by sunshine and dryness ot at nosphere, has not 
been injurious. Mr. Licht’s last monthly report, 20th February, gives the e> i nate of Beet 
production for the crop 1891-2 at 3,500.000 tons against 3,695,000 in 1890 I, or 195.000 tons less. 
Messrs. H. Clark & Co. say, 8ih March, “nothing definite is yet known a* to the probable extent 
of sowings ior the next Beet crop, but on the whole a small increase would appear to be 
probable. With an average season this would imply a crop of about 4,033 030 tons, commencing 
in September.” Present prices hardly lend themselves to much increase of sowings. I he total 
of Cane and Beet for 1891-2 is given by Messrs. Clark at 6,180,000 tons against 6,191,000 in 1890-1.

Visible Supplies. — (Messrs. H. Clark and Co., Sth March) : —Europe and 
Cargoes afloat from the East, for Europe, 1,397,000 tons, against 1,440.000 last year; United 
States, 25.000, against 90,000; Havana, 67,000, against 92,000. Total 1,489000, against 1,622,000 
tons. (Mr. Czarnikow, 10th March):—Europe and Cargoes afloat to Europe, 1.358 164, against 
1,428,030; United States, 31,500, against 78,963; Havana, 71,000, against 122,000. Total 
1,463.664, against 1,628,993. (Some surprise has been expressed that the comparative lightness 
of the stocks has not produced a stronger market. Prices are, however, reported as recovering 
during the past week.)

Sugar in United Kingdom.—First nine weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at four principal 
ports, 123,89} tons, against 158,004 last year. Deliveries, 140,535, against 164,720. Stocks, 
89,244, against 109,210.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, March 7th, heavy rains since last message, now mode- 
rate; Trinidad, February 16th, weather favourable; :8th, weather fine for harvesting; 23rd weather 
favourable ; March 1st, weather favourable; 2nd, weather fine for harvesting; 8th, weather favour
able; B, rbados, February 29th, dry throughout the Island; March 14th, Showers generally 
throughout the Island.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretart.

_____
iqidooT adjsoilrmmoO ^ibnl sdHon Snwd

Information, corrections, &c„ relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Also 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

with 7' ’’ SUppl,ed t0 present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices
with regard to leather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian
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25 th April, 1892.

W I INDIA COMMI T IEE. —The Annual Meeting has been .fixed for Thursday, 28th 
il, at I hree o'clock.

RI M ST R TAX. —A Meeting of West India Planters and Merchants was held at Billiter 
Hous-. London, on the 31st March, 1892. Correspondence with the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
upon the subject of the Surtax of fourpence per gallon imposed upon Colonial Rum upon its 
import into the United Kingdom, having been submitted, and with special reference to the letter 
dated 29th March, instant, addressed by the Right Hon. G. J. Goschen, M.P., to the West India 
Committee, it was resolved That in view of the approaching Budget it is desirable to call again 
to the serious attention of the Chancellor of the Exchequer the great injustice of the surtax of four- 
pence per gallon upon Colonial Rum, which surtax operates as a protective duty in favour of home 
manufactured spirits, and to express the hope that the Right Hon. Gentleman will now see his way 
to remove or modify this onerous and unfair disability upon produce imported from the Colonies.” 
The above was sent to Mr. Goschen, and acknowledged, but owing to the Parliamentary influence 
of the Home distillers no notice was taken of this Colonial grievance in the Budget.

BRITISH GUIANA.—The following letter has been addressed; to Lord Knutsford, 16th 

April, 1892.

My Lord, Among the financial measures adopted at the recent Session of the Combined 
Court of British Guiana, your Lordship will notice the following:—

1. The diversion <?f a portion of the Acreage tax to General Revenue.

hpnH noilBT’1
2. An increase of the tonnage dues.

With regard to the first of these points, we respectfully beg to remind your Lordship, tha 
twelve years ago the question of the Contributions to the Immigration Fund was very anxiously 
discussed. The Indenture Fee was very high, with a prospect of its being further increased. It was 
therefore considered desirable that the planters generally, whether annually receiving new immi
grants or not, but equally enjoying the advantage of the Immigration system, should contribute by 
a general tax to the Immigration Fund. In January, 1880, these proposals, viz :-a reduct.on of 
the Indenture Fee, and the imposition of a general tax upon planters especially allocated to the 
Immigration Fund, were submitted to the British Guiana Government. The essential basis of this 
proposal was that the tax should never be alienated from the Immigration Fund. The Colonia 
Government accepted these views, and a reference to the Legislative proceedings at the time will



Show a clear understanding upon the point that such tax shouM n
purpose than that of assisting to defray the expenses of Immigrate. Earl of
Kimberley’s despatch to Governor Kortright, of the lSth October, >830. all tend to show the 

distinct purpose for which the Acreage tax was imposed, and prove its -
Kimberley suggested, its temporary character. Moreover, the Ordinance imposing it 
states that it was to be “ exclusively applied in diminution of the amounts payable by tne em 
ployersof indentured immigrants to the Immigration Fund.” Since the first import: in of the 

Acreage tax the above engagement has been loyally recognised by the British Guiana tlovern- 
ment. In every Annual 1'ax Ordinance since that date the same undertaking has been r< ;
and tne Proprietors of Estates naturally felt tnat there was every security that the lax w< 
be diverted from its original purpose. It is therefore with some surprise < nd regrt t t. West

India Committee have observed that a portion of the Acreage tax has now been diverted to 
purposes of General Revenue. We do not wish to question the decision of the Combine d Cour:, 
but on a general review of the circumstances, it appears to us to be an unsound policy t • f c • 
upon a particular industry for general purposes of revenue a burden which ought to be share : by 
all classes of the community. The alleged reason for this policy is the suppose i advantage 
derived by the Sugar Industry from the recent arrangement with the United States. In point of 
fact no increased advantage or profit arises, or was ever expected to arEe, from that ;rr . 
meht. The only result is that the Colony continues to be able to send its sugar to the Unite i 
States upon the same terms as other Countries, and there is no question of any spu ial pr 
advantage. The Colony is mainly dependent upon the Sugar Industry. It was the Colony 
having regard to all its industries and interests which are principally kept alive by the Sugar 
production, -which made the arrangement with the United States, and we think that the general 
revenue, by means of a fair increase of the advalorem duties or otherwise, payable by all classes, 
should make up any charge arising from keeping open the channels of trade between the Co.or , 
ana the United States or other Countries. While not wishing to enter any formal protest against 
the decision of the Combined Court, we would respectfully suggest that the terms ot the Orainan 
should be such as to show the temporary character of the present diversion ot a portion of the 
Acreage tax to General Revenue, so as not to constitute a precedent, and that as soon as possible 
the lax should be again restricted to its proper purpose, viz as a contribution to the Immi 
gration Fund.

We think that the Sugar Industry, which is compelled to keep up a costly labour supply 
benefitting the general revenue by a yearly influx of population, should not be saddled with any 
additional special burdens, especially when it is considered that in recent years there have been 
unfavourable seasons, scarcity of labour and a small margin of profit. The recent remissions of 
duty consequent upon the arrangement with the United States are mainly in favour of the general 
population. The principal remissions are on articles of general consumption, such as Flour and 

w ‘ any redUCti°n in the rate of wa&«, Ihe general taxpayer receives the 
as Z class to”6* k ’ VT"15 ‘° "* eSSentUlly UnJust that the Panters should be called upon

a class, to make up any deficit caused by such remissions. We have, therefore to pray that
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your Lordship would be pleased to secure in the annual tax Ordinance a strict limitation of the 
period during which the Acreage tax or any portion of it is to be levied for general revenue—that 
the exceptional and temporary character of this arrangement should be clearly shown, and that 
it should not be construed into a precedent for any future financial operations. We have dealt 

above with the practical objections to this new method of raising public revenue. We need hardly 
point out to your Lordship how indefensible it is from the point of view of the political economist 
interested in applying sound principles to systems of taxation. The same remark would apply to 
the increase in the Tonnage dues. W^hile other Colonies are reducing or abolishing these dues it 
seems a retrograde step to increase them in British Guiana. Upon this point we beg permission 
to forward a memorandum received from the owners of a line of steamers trading with the Colony. 
We are also informed that the Chamber of Shipping in this Country are about to memorialize your 
Lordship upon the subject. _

{Signed) N. LUBBOCK., Chairman.

. u • - - - ^niqquini
TRINIDAD. —A letter has been addressed to Lord Knutsford upon the financial position of 

Trinidad, and especially referring to the new loan for public works. The correspondence will be 
published in next Circular. It appears from the Governor’s statements that the current revenue is 
not sufficient to meet the current Expenditure. Notwithstanding this, new loans for public works 
are issued. In the Ordinance No. 25, 1851, for defraying the expenses of the Government of 
Trinidad for the year 1892, among other items are the following, the Public Debt charges are 
£39,242, charges for Salaries and expenses of the Director of Public Works Department £18,833, 
Salaries and expenses of the Crown Agents £505, Expenses of Public Works, Roads and Tele- 
graps £62,575. The purely administrative expenses of Public Works appear therefore to amount 

to £81,408. Hei B r;>J

SUGAR IMPORTS INTO UNITED KINGDOM.—The following are the Board of Trade 

the three months to Marchi They show rather a noticeable falling off in the

Unrefined Beet from the Continent, and an increase in Java Cane

Three months ended 31st March.

1890. 1891. 1892.

Sugar, Refined and Candy:

From Germany -
„ Holland -
„ Belgium -
„ France -

United States -
Other Countries

- Cwts.

7 “ »

• ~ 99

• “ 99

99

1,105,050
413428

43,257
770,600

377
98

1,228,067
37I.796
63.417

527,315
131,390

7,201

1,3 *9,944 
349,2.47
69,139

299,560
5,563

359,594

Total 2,332,810 2,329,186 2,403,047
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Sugar, Unrefined :

From Germany -
Holland -
Belgium - - ~ “
France -
British West Indies and Guiana

British East Indies -
China and Hong Kong -

Mauritius -
Spanish West India Islands

„ Brazil

„ Philippine Islands -

,, Peru -
„ Other Countries

wan tx Total -

Three months ended 31st March.

1890. 1891. 1892.

Cwts. 1,462,750 1,540,080 1,085,398

99
110,874 139,921 7L79S

99 317,494 444,795 213 279

657,951 580,070 303748

99 37O, TOO 315,476 257,332

99
52,670 71,345 93 752

■--- — 2 000

99 773 19330 27242

99

99
93-396 256,384 254 409

150,242 400,708 661.992

35,600 224,688 3H,72S

j 9 227:556 128,656 185,899

>> 98,4s I 120,335 237,211

99 3,577,857 4,241,788 3.705,785

BEET CROPS.—The cold and snow rather delayed operations in March, but subsequent dry 
weather was favourable. Nothing fresh is reported as to this years’ cultivation. The area is 

said by Mr. Licht to be not likely to be less. The same total acreage as last year is not im
probable. In Austria-Hungary the Beet sowing is progressing, and in France the weather has 
favoured good progress. With a probable decrease in Belgium, there will be an increase in 
Holland. In Russia a full average crop is expected.

The following is Mr. Licht’s latest estimate :—

1891-92. 1890-91. 
Tons.

1889-90.

Tons.Tons.
Germany - - - 1,180,000 1,331,965 1,264,607
Austria - - - 810,000 778,473 753,078
France - _ _ 655,000 694,037 787,989
Russia - - - 555,000 544,162 456,711
Belgium - 185,000 205,623 221,480
Holland - - - 40,000 61,307 55,813
Othei Countries - - 75,000 80,000 80,000

3,500,000 3,695,567 3,619,678

„ AMERICAN SUGAR TRUST.—It is reported that Mr. Spreckels has sold his Refinery in 
Philadelphia to the Refiners Trust Company, which thus possesses a control of all Refineries 

except three, viz. :-One in Boston and two in San Francisco. A practical monopoly of refining



has consequently been established in the United States. The price of Refined has been raised, 
while that of raw has been lowered, as the Trust is the sole buyer of the latter in the United States. 
Messrs. H. Clark & Co. say, “the disappointment felt at the continued abstention of America 
from purchases in Europe has been the chief factor in causing the decline in values witnesssd 
since the 15th ultimo, whilst on the other hand, both the Stocks in the U. K., and the quantity 
afloat are small, and the quantity held invisibly by the Country Grocers is unusually light.”

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 16 April, 1892) Europe and floating cargoes to Europe, 
1,220,855 tons against 1,252,616 in 1891 ; United States 105,000 against 56,745, Havana 
131,064 against 151,384; Floating to North America 43,087 against 19,787. Total 1,500,006 against 
1,480,532. (Mr. Czarnikow, 21st April, 1892), Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 1,200,672 tons 
against 1,234,061; United States 98,000 against 76,151; Havana 150,000 against 158,000. Total 
1.448,672 against 1,468,212.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First fifteen weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at four 
principal ports, 220,295 tons against 264.903 last year. Deliveries, 225,372 against 263,291. 
Stocks 100,809 against 117,538.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, March 28th, weather bleak and chilly, sunshine wanted 
April 1st, finer weather since last message ; 2nd, weather showery and favourable to cultivation. 
Trinidad, March 15th, weather favourable; 16th, fine, with occasional light showers ; 22nd weather 
middling; 29th, weather middling ; 30th, fine, with occasional light showers; April 5th, weather 
middling; 12th, weather middling ; 13th, rain has fallen heavily ; 191b, weather middling; 21st, 
broken weather, crop operations retarded. Barbados, March 28th, good reaping; April 11th. 
present crop prospects are now clearing; 25th, good reaping weather.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this office.
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IMPORTANT TO SUGAR IMPORTERS, UNITED KINGDOM.—-The attention of thee 
Committee was called to the matter explained below. While it is extremely desirablethatthe* 
Government should do all in their power to prevent the sale of colourable imitations of West 
India Sugar, it was considered that a too strict interpretation of the .Merchandize Marks Act, 
under which the bulk of genuine West India Sugar would be excluded from thisXoi ntry,-w^ 
desirable. The following is the substance of a letter addressed to the Customs, 10th May, 
1892 “ Importers have recently found difficulties raised in passing .their produce througEthd' 
Customs owing to the similarity of the names on the barrels, bags or casks to names of places in ' 
Europe. As the greater number of the Estates in British Guiana, Barbados, Trinidad, Jamaida; 
and the Windward and Leeward Islands are named after places in the United Kingdom and other 
European Countries, the difficulties thus caused, by a too strict Interpretation of the provisions of 
the Merchandize Marks Acts; must be of a very serious and onerous nature, to. the British Sugar 
Trade.” Two particular cases are here mentioned, and the letter proceeds, “ Under the recent 
interpretation of the Merchandize Marks Acts, these Sugars would be liable to be stopped at their 

Custom Houses of the United Kingdom. We beg humbly to testify that the Sugars above named 
are the genuine produce of the British West Indies, and we pray that they may: be duly admitted. 
We propose to advise all Importers to add the name of the Colony in.which is situated the; Estate- 
or Plantation on which the Sugars are produced. In the meantime we should be glad to testify.to- 
the genuineness of any shipment respecting which Her Majesty’s Customs may experience any 
difficulty. We humbly beg the immediate attention of your Honourable Board to the matter, as 
under the interpretation now proposed to be enforced the greater portion of Sugar from the 
British West Indies would be excluded from this Country.” The following-is the reply from the 
Customs, 13th May:—“In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, respecting the delivery of im
portations of Sugar, with reference to the provisions of the Merchandize Marks Acts, 1887, I am 
directed by the Commissioners of Customs to acquaint you that by Section 16 (4) of the Act 
referred to it is enacted that, where there is on any goods a name which is identical with, or a 
colourable imitation of the name of a place in the United Kingdom, that name, unless accompanied 
by the name of the Country in which such place is situate, shall be treated as if it were the name of a 
place in theUnited Kingdom,and thereforeSugars coming from theWest Indies marked with similar 
names to those of places in this Country should also bear an indication of their origin. In view, 
however, of your intention, as expressed in your letter now under reply, to advise all importers to 
add the name of the Colony in which the Sugars are produced, the Commissioners will instruct 

their officers not to detain any goods so imported for the present.
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SUGAR-CANE DISEASE.—A parcel of affected canes has been received by a Trinidad 
House in London. Some were sent to Miss Ormerod, who is writing a paper upon the subject, 
and others to the Director of the Royal Gardens Kew. The following letter has been addressee 
by Mr. D. Morris, Assistant Director, Kew, to Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co., 5th May.—I beg 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the and inst. The specimens of Canes and A 
have duly arrived and they are course of being examined by our expert. In the meantime I 
may mention that the canes are attacked by the “beetle borer” which has been identified as 
Xyleborus perforans. This is quite distinct from the ordinary sugar-cane borer. It is a minute 
beetle that has hitherto been known only to infest decayed vegetable matter. Its previous 
occurence in sugar-canes has always been associated with the attacks of the moth borer. In fact, 
as previously known, the injury has been started by the moth borer and the small beetles have 
come in merely as scavengers to complete the work of destruction. There can, however, be now 
little doubt that the beetles have attacked perfectly sound canes. It is possible that owing to 
some circumstance affecting the general condition of canes in the West Indies during the last 
season there has been developed in them more acidity than usual and this has attjacted the 
beetles. In any case it is important to carry out some measure of precaution and the best one to 
adopt is topass fire over the fields after crop is over and to burn all refuse canes likely to harbour 
the beetles or their grubs. You will find a good deal of general information on the subject in the 
Barbados Planters Gazette for the month of March last. I notice also the Agricultural Board of 
Trinidad has taken the matter up. Your attorney will no doubt follow closely the discussion that 
is taking place in regard to the pest and the measures best calculated to deal with it; and there 
is little doubt that the various measures recommended will ultimately combat the evil complained 
of.” (Note.—Miss Ormerod also identifies the shot-borer beetle as Xyleborus perforans. It need 
not follow other attacks as its sole presence has been found).

BRITISH GUIANA SEA DEFENCES.—The following is the substance of a letter 
addressed to Lord Knutsford 5th May. “ The question of resisting the encroachment of the sea 
has for many years past been one of great anxiety to the holders of property, owing to the 
necessity of artificial protection against the constant wash of water in one particular direction, 
endangering not only exposed estates but towns and villages with their great and increasing 
populates. During the last twenty years various endeavours have been made by the Govern
ment and Legislature of the Colony to cope with this danger, and to encourage exposed estates 
protecting others within the same district, to maintain their sea defences, the expense bein- met 
by an assessme. t of all the properties so benefited by a Board for the district constituted with 
full powers, by Ordinance. After considerable experience it has been found that this system of 
District Boards is practically unworkable, so much so that the actual abandonment of valuable 
Estates is m immediate contemplation, to the general detriment of the Colony and its industrial 
population. It is strongly felt that the only satisfactory way of meeting the case is for the 
Government to institute a general scheme having relation to the whole Colony and the welfare 
and sa.ety o. all its inhabitants. The expense it is proposed should be distributed as follows--



3

( ) A direct contribution from the general revenue, as a matter affecting the whole community. 
(2) A direct contribution from the Municipal revenues of Georgetown, on the ground that the 

safety of property in the city is dependent upon the maintenance of sea defences by contigu- 
ous estates. &

(3) An equitable assessment upon the estates varying according to their special circumstances 
and position on the ground of a common interest of owners in safe-guarding their 
properties.

No direct contribution would be expected from the village communities, as their interests are 
essentially a matter of Government control, and would be considered, in the ordinary course, in 
any action undertaken or any contribution given by the Government. One great advantage of 
the above suggested scheme, which would include both Sea and River defences, and all portions 
of the Colony affected by the attacks of tidal water, would be that the Government would be 
enabled to construct works of a more permanent and uniform character and of a more general 
bearing than could be done by the owners of isolated estates. The general control of the works 
would be better and possibly a reduced price obtained in the purchase of stone and other 
materials. The urgency of the question is sufficiently indicated by the fact that the City of 
Georgetown would before this time have been submerged but for the action of certain estate 
proprietors in resisting the encroachments of the water upon their properties and, further, it is 
quite clear that no satisfactory system of defence based upon sectional or district Boards or 
Commissions is possible. We do not wish now to enter into any details, but having in view the 
fact that during the last six years no less a sum than £86,000 has been expended upon sea 
defences in connection with one estate, we would humbly submit to your Lordship that in our 
opinion a general scheme, involving a payment from the General Revenue, should be instituted 

by the Government.'"

COLONIAL OFFICE TO WEST INDIA COMMITTEE, 19th May.—The Chairman, 
• Sir, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th inst., 

suggesting the adoption of a general scheme for the sea defences of British Guiana under 
Government control, and to imform you that his Lordship is fully impressed with the importance 
of the subject, which you have brought under his notice, and has sent a copy of your letter to the 
Governor with a request that he will consider and report fully upon the whole of this question. 

(Sgd.) Edward Wingfield.” >

TRINIDAD__The following correspondence is reported. Colonial Office 27th April to 
West India Committee. The chairman, “Sir; I am directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge 
the re, ■ ipt of your letter of the 2ist. instant on the subject of the financial pos.tion of the Colony 
of Tn. lad As regards economy in the administration of the Colony, Lord Knutsford is 
satisfied that the Governor is fully aware of its necessity and is endeavouring to the best of 1 is 
power to effect any reform where it may be possible. The loan of £.00.000 for Road Extension 
and for Public Works, recently raised through the Crown Agents was authorized early in .89,,
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after full consideration and after hearing the views of the West India Committee, who were no 
doubt fuUy aware Of the appointment of a special Road Board by Sir William Robinson wit 
power to spend £100,000, part of which has already been expended. In compliance with your 
request, I am to enclose a copy of the statement of the finances and trade of Trinidad, issued by 
the Crown Agents for the Colonies in connection with the recent loan. (Sgd.) Edward Wingfield. 
West India Committee to Colonial Office 16th May.—“ My Lord ; In acknowledging the receipt 
of Mr. Wingfield’s Letter of the 27th April last, written by your Lordship's direction, I have the 
honour to thank you for the assurance, which the West India Committee heartily accept, that your 
Lordship is satisfied that the Governor of Trinidad is fully aware of the necessity of econmy in 
the<Administration of the Colony and is endeavoring, to the best of his power, to effect anj 
reform where it may be possible. We are gratified to learn that the recent loan of £100,000 for 
Ro&d extension and public works is not an additional one to those previously authorized. It was 
noticed that it was issued by the Crown Agents under Ordinance No 10 of 1892, and this gave rise 
to the assumption that it was part of a new loan mentioned in the Governor’s Message to Council in 
January last. We beg to thank your Lordship for the copy of the statement issued by the Crown 
Agents relative to the revenue, expenditure and trade of Trinidad dated 2nd April, 1892. With 
regard to this we would remark that although the Blue Book totals, without analysis, are in 
accordance with the figures given by the Crown Agents, yet some misconception might be caused 
by the inclusion (without being embodied in a separate column, or return, as in the Statistical 
Abstract} under Imports and Exports, of the transit trade of the Gold and Silver Bullion and 
Specie, which amounts on the average to between £800,000 and £1000,000 annually. The large- 
figures for 1886, for instance, are due to the Bullion and Specie amounting for that year to nearly 
£2.000,000. The same remark applies, in a varying degree, to the figures for other years, which 
figures we humbly submit might be somewhat misleading as a representation of the actual trade 
of the Colony for the purposes of a loan based upon its productive capabilities and ,the Import 
trade naturally connected therewith. (Sgd.) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

BEET CROPS. The weather has been sufficiently warm but much too dry. Copious 
ins are wanted. The sowings are even not yet terminated; re-sowings have been rendered 
:essary in some parts by the drought and the north wind. The crop situation without being 
tcyy bad is not encouraging. It will take a long spell of heat and rain to nullify the effects of 

: cold and dryness. The extent of the sowings is about the same as last year, altho’ this doe 
ot apply to every country. If the price of Cereals strengthens, the beet will be less sown.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Mr. Czarnikow 19 May, 1892) Europe and 

1.071,249 tons against 1,011,595; United States 129,000 against 1 
against 191^000; Total 1,372,249 against 1,315,450.

cargoes afloat to Europe, 
*2,855 , Havana 172,000

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First nineteen weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at f 
prmcipal ports, 294,683 tons against 335,615 last year. Deliveries,'291.130 against 330078 
Stocks 109,439 against 120,563. 0 gainst 3 30.(1^

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, May cth weather f- • t , . ,
Trinidad, April 26th, weather middling ; 27th, rain has fallen heavily Mia ? a ' “u 
nth, heavy rains interfering with grinding • mh weaX, ’ rather too wet :

showers generally throughout the Island ; 23rd, good showers genially. arbad°S

JAMES L. OHLSON,



CIRCULAR No. 79.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

2oth June, 1892.

THE BRITISH WEST INDIES AND THE UNITED STATES.—An important point 
has been raised in connection with the recent Commercial arrangement. The good faith of the 

American Government is involved. The British Delegates were positively assured, in the 

strongest manner that Manila Sugar would certainly be excluded from the United States, and 
that probably Java Sugar would also, although in this case negotiations were going on which 

might have resulted in an arrangement. The fact of no arrangement having been made, so far 

as we know, and Manila and Java sugar being still admitted free, constitutes a breach of the 

Reciprocity clause of the McKinley Act and of the understanding on the faith of which the 

British ( olonies reduced their duties. The whole matter is under consideration and a course of 

action will no doubt be forthwith decided upon. The action of the Trust no doubt makes the 

position worse. The difficulty is to suggest or apply any effective remedy. The Germans are 
very full of the question just now. It would require combined action on the part of the Germans, 

Cubans and British West Indians to have any effect in neutralizing the action of the Trust, but it 
is only a very strong feeling of injury on the part of all concerned that would lead to such a joint 
action. Among the means discussed on the Continent of maintaining the price of raw Sugar at a 
remunerative level is that of limiting the production, but this is confessedly difficult if not 
impossible in connection with the very large agricultural industry of Sugar. Another means is 
the regulation, of Sugar exports, and as the Trust is practically a single buyer, there should be a 

syndicate formed which would occupy the position of a single seller. This latter means was 
advocated at a general assembly of sugar makers in Bohemia. It was also advocated at the 
general assembly of German sugar makers held in Berlin last month. All exports would be sent 
through the syndicate, the Central Office being at Magdeburg or Hamburg, with branches in 
N- ... York and London. The amounts of the necessary credits to carry out this scheme were 
discussed, and the necessity of the adhesion of all the Beet Countries was recognised. If the 
scheme were effective the general result might be expected of a steady remunerative price for 

Raw Sugar, both cane and beet.

BRITISH GUIANA ACREAGE TAX.—Colonial Office to West India Committee, 24th 
M The Chairman: Sir, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to inform you that he has had under 

consideration your letter of the 16th ultimo protesting against the diversion of part of the Acreage 

, to General Revenue and the increase of Tonnage dues by the Combined Court of British 

Guiana Cons,dering that the object of the arrangement with the United States of America was 
to prevent the imposition on sugar tmported from British Guiana into the States, of a duty which
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would have tended to exclude the sugar of the Colony from the market of the United States, the 

suo-ar of Cuba, Brazil, and other countries being admitted free, his Lordship thinks that it is not 
unreasonable or unfair that a portion of the loss of revenue which the Colony has sustained in 
consequence of that arrangement should be made good bv the sugar interest. more especially 
as the arrangement retains on the free list the principal articles imported into the ( olony for the 

use of the Sugar Industry. It appears to his Lordship that a small acreage tax on sugar plan
tations is a convenient and unobjectionable form of such a contribution, and although the at rvagr 
tax was originally imposed for immigration purposes, to which five-sixths of it are s’dl devoted 

by the NewTax Ordinance, there never was and never could have been any pledge on the part 
of the Government or of the Combined Court that such a tax would never be imposed for any 

other purpose. Lord Knutsford therefore sees no reason to express disapproval of the pro 
vision of the Ordinance which applies one-sixth of the acreage tax to the purpose s o: the General 

Revenue, or to recommend that a similar provision should not be inserted in future I ax O.'dinances. 
I am to transmit to you a copy of a letter which he has caused to be addressed to various Shipj iog 

Associations which had complained of the increase of tonnage dues from which jou will h-arn 
Lord Knutsford’s views on this point. (Signed) Edward Wingfield. i A further letter will be 
addressed to Colonial Office on Acieage tax.) Lord Knutsford’s letter to the Shipping Assoc ia- 
tions is as follows:—24 th May. Sir,—In reply to your, letter of the 23rd ultimo, regarding the 

increase of tonnage dues in British Guiana, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to inform you that 
while his Lordship is averse to the policy of increasing shipping dues in Colonial ports, he 

thinks that in the present instance it may be justified on the ground of the heavy expenditure 
required for sea defences to protect the port of Georgetown; and in any case he w ould not have 
felt himself justified in advising Her Majesty to disallow the Tax Ordinance of the year. The 
principle of exempting from tonnage dues mail steamers subsidised by Her Majesty’s Government, 
or by foreign or colonial Governments, has been for some time past acted on by the Legislature of 
British Guiana, but as Lord Knutsford is sensible that it tends to discourage other steamships 
from resorting to the Colony he will instruct the Governor 10 invite the Combined Court to 
reconsider the question when the Tax Ordinance for 1893-4 is under consideration.

BARBADOS AT THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.—Upon a suggestion made by Sir 
Rawson W. Rawson, a meeting was held at the Committee Rooms on June Sth, of gentlemen 
interested in the Colony to consider the advisability of promoting the exhibition of Barbados 
products at the Imperial Institute. Mr. Lubbock was in the Chair and there was a good atten
dance. It was resolved that another meeting should be called, at which it was hoped that Si 
James Hay, the Governor, Sir Rawson W. Rawson, and Sir Frederick Abel, would be presen 
This meeting is now being arranged.

MAURITIUS HURRICANE FUND.—At the suggestion of Sir Charles Bruce the West 
India Committee authorized their Chairman and Secretary to receive any subscriptions, which it
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was decided to be limited to one guinea. It was found that several members had already directly 
contributed a considerable sum. The following guinea subscriptions were received and forwarded 
to Sir Charles Bruce for the Mansion House Fund :—

Sandbach, Tinne & Co., 
G. R. Sandbach, 
H. K. Davson, 
J no. Me Connell & Co., 
Audley C. Miles, 
Sir George H. Chambers, 
Lee Crerar & Co., 
Price, Brothers, 
P. H. Nind'

H. Sproston, 
A. Crum Ewing,

T. C. Edwards Moss, M.P.

T, J. Wilkinson, 
R. Rutherford, 
Gillespie, Brothers & Co., 
Thos. Daniel & Co., (Ld.) 
W. P. B. Shepheard, 
C. Tennant, Sons & Co., 
Boddington & Co., 
E. A. de Pass & Co., 
Jonas Brown & Son, 
The Colonial Co., (Ld.) 
Revd. H. A. Daniel,

SUGAR BOUNTIES.—The following letter with enclosure was addressed to Lord 
Salisbury on June 3rd : —My Lord Marquis, I venture to take the liberty of calling your Lordship’s 

attention to the enclosed extract from a leading article in the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, the 
representative organ of the Beet Sugar Industry in France. Your Lordship will observe the 
great anxiety of the Beet bounty fed industry of the Continent of Europe to retain complete 
possession of the English Market, and the sensitiveness of that industry in view of your Lordship’s 
Speech at Hastings. It is, indeed, a full recognition of the power possessed by this country in 
its fiscal arrangements to neutralize the bounty and protective systems of Foreign Countries, and 
as a proof of this we think the enclosed extract may be of interest to your Lordship.

(Signed) N. LUBBOCK, Chairman.

BEET CROPS.—All the French reports are full of complaints of the extraordinary dryness 
of the season. — France has not shared in the beneficial rains experienced in Russia, Germany, 
Au stria-Hungary and Holland. In France, vegetation has been retarded, the most vigorous 
plants being attacked by insects. A third of the French crop is reported to be doubtful. The 
rest has great need of water, and the weather is all important. Notwithstanding the rains in the 
other European Countries above mentioned, even in these the weather has been abnormally dry, 
and must affect estimates of yield. The area sown in the beet countries is said to be slightly less 
than in 1891. Mr. Licht’s circular for June is not yet published.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Messrs. H. Clark & Co., 8th June) Europe and cargoes afloat 
from the East, for Europe, 1,099,000 tons, against 1,083,000 last year; United States, 145,000 
against 141,000; Havana 188,000 against 190,000. Total 1,432,000 against 1,414,000 tons. 
(C. Czarnikow, 16 June, 1892) Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 936,854 tons against 
864,882; United States 148,000 against 184,040; Havana 170,000 against 196,000; total 

1,254,854 against 1,244,922.
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SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First twenty-three weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at 

four principal ports, 377,352 tons against 396,525 last year. Deliveries, 359’55^ against 

395,577- Stocks 123,380 against 116,874.
Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, May 26th, weather showery and favourable for the 

cultivation; June 1st, weather showery; 16th, weather again wet and unfavourable. 7 rinidad. May 

24th, weather too wet; June 1 st, rain has fallen heavily; 7th, wet season set in; 14th, weather 

too wet. Barbados, 6th June, fine rains generally throughout the Island ; 20th, heavy rains gener
ally throughout the Island.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this office.



CIRCULAR No. 80.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

i8th July, 1892.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.—A desire has been expressed that the Committee should 
ar^ baslS by invltln& ^e co-operation of British Exporting houses. In the case of the 

West India as in other trades, great changes have for some time past been taking place. The 
Colonies are being brought into more direct relation with other Countries than was formerly the 
case. It is therefore more than ever necessary that West India interests should possess in this 
Country a strong and thoroughly representative organization. The expenditure has hitherto 
been chiefly borne by a few of the leading Proprietary and Importing houses, and an applica- 
tion is now being- made to some of the British exporting firms to co-operate. A circular letter, 
signed by the Chairman, is being forwarded, with a covering note, by some Members of the 
Committee to firms doing an export trade from the United Kingdom to the British West Indies 
Further copies of the circular letter, and accompanying papers, for use in this direction, will bi 
sent to any Members requesting same. Information respecting Tariffs, Merchandize Marks &c. 
in the Colonies, would perhaps be useful to many firms, and there would be further the organiza
tion ready to express by deputation or otherwise the views of the trade upon any given question.

SUGAR-CANE SHOT-BORER BEETLE.—A pamphlet with illustrations, upon this 
subject, has been issued by Miss Ormerod. A copy has been sent by the Secretary to all 
Members. It is most desirable that Miss Ormerod should receive the best suggestions, 
especially those pointing to a remedy, from practical Agriculturists and Scientific men in the 
West Indies. Miss Ormerod has received specimens of Cocoa beetles and has identified or 
named them. She has sent out, through a Grenada firm in London, a short paper to that Island. 
This will no doubt be reproduced in the Grenada press. If desired it will be issued in London 

in the form of a leaflet.

THE BRITISH WEST INDIES AND THE UNITED STATES.—The point mentioned 
in last Circular under this heading is still receiving anxious consideration. The continued reception 
of Java and Manila Sugar free of duty, without any reciprocal treaty, is very important in its bear
ing upon the reciprocal arrangement with the West Indies. The British Colonies have given up con
siderable revenues in remitting duties upon articles imported from the United States. They did this 
upon the assurance that all other Countries sending Sugarinto the United States would betaxedunder 
the reciprocity clause if they did not make concessions similar in character. That this was the 
understanding with the United States Government is shown by the Proclamation of the President 
of March 15th, 1892, that Sugars, &c. from Colombia, Hayti, and Venezuela should pay duties in
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®2w»s^^ “»'■“•> ™'»™““" jjjjx'sss;
of the United States Government upon the question. A meeting o t c es n 1a 
will probably be held in a few days, when the whole question wiTl be diScusse .

MAURITIUS HURRICANE FUND.—In last Circular twenty-three Subscriptions of 
One Guinea each were acknowledged. The following have, in addition, to be acknowledged : 
Messrs. D. Forbes Mackenzie & Co.; Forster M. Alleyne, Esq., and the Revd. Canon Hinds 
Howell. The total amount received has been twenty-six guineas; the official Mansion House 

receipts for which amount are filed at the West India Committee Office.

BRITISH GUIANA ACREAGE TAX.—It is proposed, with the approval of the British 
Guiana Proprietors at the next meeting of the Committee, to address the Colonial Office, urging 
the following points in further opposition to the diversion of a portion of the Acreage Tax to 
General Revenue, (i) The Sugar Interest does not especially benefit by the recent arrangement 
with the United States. On the contrary the Market in the United States has been so depressed 

that a comparatively increased quantity of Sugar is now coming from the West Indies to the 
United Kingdom. (2) The privilege of West Indian Sugar being able to enter the United 

States without being met with a heavy differential duty, is of course, so far as it goes, an 
advantage, but it is a benefit that is equally shared by the Mercantile body, and all other classes, 
including the labouring population. (3) It follows that if any new tax is necessary it should be 
paid by the whole community and not by a particular class. (4) When the acreage tax was first 
instituted there was a distinct understanding that it was never to be diverted from the Immigra
tion Fund. Whatever may be the present value of statements made by the Government ten years 
ago, there is no doubt that the Ordinance was passed upon the above understanding. This is 
proved by the Legislative debates, by the terms of all the Ordinances bearing upon 
and especially by Ordinance No. 28, 1880, known as the “Acreage Tax Ordinance’’—the 
preamble of which is as followsWhereas by Ordinance No. 6, 1880, (Colonial raxes ? it is 
enacted that the proprietors of certain plantations therein described shall pay an acreage tax to 
be appropriated in diminution of the amounts payable by the employers of indentured immigrants 
to the Immigration Fund and not otherwise.” This “ Acreage Tax Ordinance ” No 28 1880 is 
the provision made by the Court of Policy for carrying out the provisions of, and applying 
money raised by the Ordinance No. 6, 1880 (Colonial Taxes). Unless, therefore Ordinance No 
28, 1880, has been repealed it is difficult to see how it is possible for any diversion of the Acreat^ 
Tax to other purposes than the Immigration Fund can be legally made. While the annual tav 
Ordinance may alter the amount of the tax, the permanent Ordinance keeps the destination of the 
produce of the tax to the Immigration Fund.



ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN TRINIDAD.—The Governor Sir F -Napier 
Broome, issued a Minute dated 20th June, 1892, interdicting the Chief Justice from any furler 

decid^’The M tP°7erS 7d fUnC?°nS °f CWef JuStice Unti‘ His Honour’s case is finW 
J ‘fl J ! tO SUSpenSi°n °f Mr. Justice Cook pending the Secretary

with Trinidad* Z'" . G®nera’ C ommendation is expressed by all who are acquainted
J" f at the public-spirited action of those whose exertions have brought about this 

possibility of reform in the Administration of Justice in the Colony.

BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS, SIX MONTHS IMPORTS INTO UNITED KINGDOM.

1890

Tons

1891

Tons

1892

Tons
Refined Beet 253,215 279,520 262,877
Unrefined Beet 256,424 244,958 182,455
Unrefined Cane (B. W. I. and Guiana) ... 38,390 34,744 44,890
Unrefined Cane (Java) ... ................ 36,9! 9 56,282 68,890

Unrefined Cane (Other Countries) 61,615 93,867 137,248

646,563 709,371 696,360

BEET CROPS.—Temperature has been varied in France during the last fortnight, 
producing irregularity of growth, and injuring quality. The long continued drought is expected 
to reduce crop. Attacks of insects are still complained of. In Germany the rains have partly 
eased anxiety, but it is doubtful if all the Beetroot regions have profited. The ravages of insects 
in some parts are much complained of. In Austria-Hungary the crop prospects appear more 
favourable. If the yield is no better than last year, Mr. Licht estimates a production of 3,500,000 
tons, if it is equal to 1890-91, a production of 3,900,000, if the yield is equal to 1889-90 he expects 
a crop of 4,300,000 tons. (These figures are very uncertain and seem to require confirmation. 
There is at present little information as to the Beet crops in prospect).

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Messrs. H. Clark & Co., Sth July) Europe and cargoes afloat 
from the East, for Europe, 930,000 tons, against 832,000 last year; United States, 158,000 
against 177,000; Havana 144,000 against 182,000. Total 11,232,000 against 1,191,000 tons. 
(C. Czarnikow, 14 July, 1892) Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 886,821 tons against 
808,761; United States 156,000 against 167,323; Havana I34,000 against I74,000; Total 

1,176,821 against 1,150,084.
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SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First twenty-seven weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at 
four principal ports, 446,404 tons against 464,627 last year. Deliveries. 422,227 against 

459,107. Stocks 129,763 against 111,946.

Weather Telegrams.—Demerara, June 21st, heavy rains cultivation suffering; 27th, 
heavy rains since last message (June 16) but now finer ; July Sth, rains not heavy, but weather 
not favourable owing to absence of sunshine. Barbados, July 4th. heavy rains generally 
throughout the Island; 18th, seasonable weather.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Smketart.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this office.
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CIRCULAR No. 81.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C

15™ August, 1892.

and M K u COMMITTEE.—The letters which have been addressed by the Chairman 
and Members of the Committee to leading Manufacturing, Engineering, and Shipping Firms, 
having business connections with the British West Indies and Guiana, have already resulted in 
several additions to the list of Subscribing Members and a further number may be expected. 
I he action of the Committee in assisting to keep open the American Market for West India 
>»ugar and thereby sustaining the demand by the Sugar Industry for British goods appears to 
mSet with general approval. The larger the markets, the production of Sugar in the 
West Indies must be maintained, and, subject to favourable seasons, be increased, and British 
trade with those Colonies must necessarily expand in all those important articles supplied from 
the United Kingdom.

THE BRITISH WEST INDIA COLONIES AND THE UNITED STATES.— 
The West India Committee carefully considered at their last meeting the question of at once 
moving the British Government to communicate with the United States Government respecting 
the continued admission of duty-free Sugar from Java and Manila without any reciprocity 
arrangement with those countries. But the change of Government at home, and the impending 
Presidential Election in the States, with other considerations, influenced the Committee to refrain 
from any formal representation at the present time, but it was decided that an endeavour should 
be made to obtain an informal interview with Sir Julian Paunceforte before his return to Wash
ington. In the meantime the Committee have been favoured by a member with a copy of a letter 
received from an influential source in New York, dated 25th July, 1892, of which the following is 
an extract:—“ So far no action has been taken by the President in regard to Sugars coming from 
Sugar-producing countries, with whom reciprocity has not been arranged, notably Java and 
Manila. It is said that negotiations are going on, and that in due time reciprocity will be arranged. 
In the meantime, however, business goes on as if it was all right, and all cargoes arriving have 
come in free. It cannot be denied that there is an element of danger to importers until a treaty 
is finally concluded, and, to guard against this, some cargoes coming this way have orders to 
call at Barbados for orders, as the charters give the option of U. S., Canada, or U. K.”

SUGAR-CANE BORERS.—In addition to the information given in previous Circulars, 
and in Miss Ormerod’s pamphlet, a copy of which has been sent to every member, the paper by 
Mr Walter F H. Blandford, of the Indian Civil Engineering- College, Cooper’s Hill, printed in 
the Bulletin & copy of which will be sent to members on application), has to be favourably 
noticed It brings up the information to the present date. The small beetle, called by M.ss 
Ormerod the - shot-borer,” has come into sudden prominence upon the Sugar Estates in the 
West India Islands. The points in discussion appear to be whether the attacks are due to weak
ness or unsoundness in the canes, to drought, to a fungus disease, to previous insect attacks, or 
to less specific causes. Upon these points it may be hoped further light will be thrown by the
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now being gh.n » The only Pr«.M « P""
be (according to Mr. Blandford) the burning of trashings, megass, rott.ng and diseased canes, 
and a o^^ and to cutting out and destroying canes affected; also cutting the canes 

close and Poking after dead trees in places surrounding the cane fields. For the prote^of 

standing canes various remedies, such as the application of kerosene, soft soap, or carbolic acid 

have been discussed, but the authorities do not appear to be unanimous upon any such 
Professor Blandford says it is the circumstances favouring the beetle, rather than the beetle itse 
to be considered, and in this connection it may be mentioned here that, in the opinion of 
practical Trinidad planters, the heavy rains which have fallen will do more than anything else to 

minimise the ravages of the insect.

OFFICIALS.—Sir J. Hay has returned to Barbados. Sir W. F. Haynes Smith is in 
London. Mr. Fowler, Colonial Secretary for Trinidad, has arrived in England. Sir D. Chal
mers, Chief Justice, British Guiana is expected shortly. Mr. Gatty is acting Chief Justice, 

Trinidad, until a new appointment from England is made.

BRITISH GUIANA ACREAGE TAX.—It has been decided to protest again to the 
Colonial Office against the partial diversion of the Acreage Tax to General Revenues. Ihe 
terms of the letter will be in accordance with the draft printed in last Circular, with certain 

modifications.

BRITISH GUIANA TONNAGE DUES.—Correspondence has been printed in previous 
Circulars regarding the increase of the tonnage dues. The protest of the Committee was 
supported by the Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom. The Planters Association have 
forwarded to the Committee copy of a Resolution passed by the Chamber of Commerce in 
Georgetown on 9th July, 1892, which states—That this Chamber has noted with surprise the 
reply given by Lord Knutsford as to the increased Tonnage Dues, and the Resolution goes on 
to say—that such increase was made solely for the purpose of meeting the ordinary expenditure 
of the Colony and that there has been no special outlay for sea defences towards which the 
additional Tax could have been applied.

COOLIES IN TRINIDAD.—Total amount in Government Savings’ Bank to credit of 
East Indian depositors, £60,766.

UNIVERSAL POSTAGE RATE.—A letter may now be sent from the United 
Kingdom to any Colony or foreign country at the rate of 2|d for every half-ounce in weight. A 
postcard for a penny; a packet of papers, whether printed or written, not containing anything in 
the nature of personal correspondence, may be transmitted to the most distant place at the rate 
of a halfpenny for every two ounces. The same rate for packets of samples or patterns

t>. EGYPTIAN SUGAR.—Mr. Lang’s'annual report contains some interesting statements. 
The administration of the Daira Sanieh now shows profit instead of loss. In 1891 it produced 
£38,000 profit, after paying four per cent, interest on the Daifa debt of seven and a quarter 
mi ions sterling Sugar-cane, alternating with cereals, is largely grown, but there are 30000 
acres always under cane, and this is the basis of the statistics of revenue. The total nrod If 
of Sugar in 1891 was 58,728 tons, and if this was produced by the 30000 acres above ' U< t° '
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beX started ‘hinkS the SUrplUS ireVenUe for Will be £66,000. A private Company is 
beino started, witn a cap.tal of £120,000, for cultivation and manufacture upon 7,000 acres

the h WESJ INDIA EXPORTS-J-AtcA-Coffee crop is expected this year to be one of 
Ind Sh winds S<>B 6 Wea‘her hot with ra

nd high winds. Barbados—shipments to 30th July, 46,723 hhds. Sugar, 38,501 puns. Molasses 

s owing increase of 6,000 hhds. upon same period 1891. The bulk of the Sugar has gone to the 
Lmted States, and the Molasses to British provinces (principally Canada). The selling price in 
Barbados was 2-20 dols. per 100 lbs. Sugar, and fifteen cents per gallon Molasses. Heavy rains 
had fallen generally. A money order Exchange has been arranged between Barbados, Germany 
and Canada, in addition to the previous arrangement with the United States. Antigua.—(Messrs. 
Geo. W. Bennett & Co.)—A considerable number of Estates have finished crop 27th July Weather 
has been more favourable for growing crop. The Popeshead district has had between two and three 
inches rain, and other districts good showers. The market is fairly stocked with supplies. Trinidad, 

3/ th July Remainder of Sugar crop nearly all shipped. Weather still wet, but improving. Sugar 
shipped, 5,409 hhds., 2,122 tierces, 328,297 bags and barrels—being about equal to last year’s 
shipments in same time. About two-thirds of the Sugar has gone to the United States. Cocoa 
shipments show a large increase over previous years, being 16,335,810 lbs. ; but as supplies are 
coming forward slowly the crop for the year will be short. Coffee exports are only 13,480 lbs., 
or half last year s shipment. Asphalt exports are larger than ever for the seven months, being 
66,884 tons. British Guiana.—Sugar exports, 28th July, 32,860 tons against 55,680. This year’s 
Sugar is equally divided between U. K. and U. S. Rum, 10,913 puns, against 12,163 last year 
Gold, 60,133 ounces against 45,392.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Messrs. H. Clark & Co., Sth August) Europe and cargoes afloat 
from the East, 757,000 tons, against 686,000 last year; United States, 166,000 against 184,000; 
Havana, 128,000 against 161,000. Total, 1,051,000 against 1,031,000 tons. (C. Czarnikow, nth 
August) Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 740,304 tons against 669,605; United States 
159,000 against 178,078; Havana 105,000 against 144,000; Total 1,004,304 against991,683.

BEET CROPS. - -Recent weather in France has been favourable. The first sowings are 
promising but the last give a negative result. Some doubt as to the French crop is still felt. 
Insects are still locally complained of. In Germany, Austria, Holland and Belgium, the state of 
the crop is generally satisfactory, subject to the delay in growth of last sown roots. The Russian 
crop is in a less satisfactory condition. The total European crop is in as good state as might be 
expected and if weather continues favourable, a part of the bad effects of the drought may be 
compensated, but impossible to tell how far. Mr. Licht’s latest estimate for Total European Beet 
Crop for 1891-92 is 3,500,000 tons against 3,695,567 (actual) for 1890-91. The Cane Crops for 
„9^2 are reported as 2,7.0,000 against 2,509,000. The total Cane and Beet Crops thus being 

for 1891-92 6,210,000 tons against 6,204,567 for 1890-91.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First thirty-one weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at 
_“X p.“

524,461. Stocks 130,477 against 108,638.
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WEATHER TELEGRAMS.— Weather telegram received nth August, (per favour of 
Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.) Demerara, weather again wet and unfavourable. (Per favour of 
Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co.) 12th August, weather continues wet with intervals of fine days.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresiet 
to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 82.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.U.

I2th September, 1892.

. I A ^OMMiTTEE.^ Mating of Proprietors and Merchants connected with
the Leeward Islands was held at the Office of the Committee on August 25th. The attendance 
was influential and representative, especially as regards Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis The 
Meeting had been arranged to confer informally with his Excellency Sir W. K Haynes Smith, 
KC. M.G., before his return to the Leeward Islands, by the Mail of August 31st. Mr. Quintin 
Hogg. Deputy Chairman of the West India Committee presided, and there was a very full 
discussion of various important points relating to the financial and general condition of the 
Colony of the Leeward Islands. His Excellency was good enough to explain his views and 
measures at length, and at the conclusion of the Meeting he was thanked by the Chairman for 
his kind attendance and the information he had afforded. It is not intended to issue any public 
report of the Meeting.

A Trinidad M eting was held on September 8th. It was well attended and largely 
representative of the principal industries of the Colony, viz :—Sugar and Cocoa. Among the 
subjects discussed were certain proposed amendments of the Labour Law, and the scheme put 
forward By the Hon. J. Bell Smyth for the drainage of the Caroni water-shed by clearing the out- 
fails into the Gulf,—which scheme, being for the general benefit of the population of the district, 
was decided to be worthy of support, in the first instance by communicating with the Government in 
favour of the necessary surveys and estimates being made. The labour proposals were approved, 
subject to the recommendations of Dr. Comins’ report. Official correspondence resulting from 
the Meeting will be printed in next circular.

THE BRITISH WEST INDIES AND THE UNITED STATES.—The following is 
the vEw of president Harrison, in his letter accepting re-nomination, of reciprocity. “ The most 
convincing evidence of the tremendous commercial strength of our position is found in the fact 
that Great Britain and Spain found it necessary to make reciprocal trade relations with us for 
their W—t Indian Colonies, and that Germany and Austria have given us important concessions 
in exchange for the continued free importation of their Beet Sugar. Taking all the countries 
with which such arrangements have been made, our trade to June 30th, 1892, has increased 2378 
percent The President quotes the percentage of increase of Trade with the British Vest 
Indies since the reciprocal arrangement, but he does not appear to refer to any intention to deal 
with Manila and Java, although private letters say the subject is under discussion at Washington. 

I he only instance, at present, of the re-imposition of duties on account of non-reciprocity has 

been in the case of Venezuela.

COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION.—The London Chamber of Commerce have agreed 
z ‘ • f t nndon to establish at the Guildhall a Chamber of Arbitration, under

with the Corporation of London to estabhs a 
their joint management. An official inquiry has oeen



would nominate Gentlemen to act as arbitrators, if called upon to do so, in matters concerning 

West India Trade. The matter will come before the General Purposes Committee at the next 

Meeting.

QUARANTINE IN TRINIDAD.—A Lloyd’s Notice states that 21 days quarantine is 
proclaimed against European, including British, ports. (Note.-ft may be assumed that the 14 

days voyage will count as part of the quarantine ?),

WEST INDIA EXPORTS: DEMERARA.—Letters to August 24th report cessation of 

the heavy and continued rains, and a fortnight of really hot weather with an occasional shower, 

altogether favourable for the estates. Sugar exports to August 25th were 40,246 tons, against 

58,625 same time last year. Rum, 13,175 puncheons, against 13,219. Gold, 71.475 ounces, 
against 52,403. The Sugar is practically halved between U. K.. and U. S. Nearly the whole of 

the Rum comes to U. K. The Gold exports are valued at million dollars. TRINIDAD. - 

Marked improvement in the weather (August 24th) beneficial to all growing cultivation after the 

heavy rains. Sugar shipped 41,499 tons against 40,538 tons. Cocoa exports are 18, i< *4,080 lbs., 
against 13 230,715. In Coffee there is a large decrease, being only 15,080 lbs. JAMAICA. 

Mail news, August 23rd. reports weather very hot, with occasional rains. Crops are promising, 
though Pimento will not be large. Coffee is expected to be good in quantity and quality. 

Fair prices for Sugar on the spot are reported. ANTIGUA.—Growing Sugar crop maintains 
promising appearance. Heavy rain much wanted. At mail date ( August 24th'! weather rather 

broken and showyery. Market barely stocked with supplies. BARBADOS. — Sugar shipped to 

date 53.493 hogsheadsand 40795 puncheons. Molasses, against 46,829 hogsheads and 30.448 
puncheons same time last year. The United States have taken upwards of 40 OOO hogsheads of 

the Sugar, and the British Provinces (Canada) upwards of 30,000 puncheons of the Molasses.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.— (Messrs. H. Clark & Co., September Sth) Europe and cargoes 
afloat from the East, 594,000 tons, against 498,000 last year; United States, 114,000, against 
143,000; Havana, 91,000, against 135,000; total, 799,000 against 776,000 tons. (C. Czamikow 
September Sth) Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 534,886 tons, against 470,402 ; United 
States, 96,000, against 130,856; Havana, 62,000, against 119,000; total, 692,886, against 720,25.^.

BEET PROSPECTS.—In France, plenty of rain but cold nights; on the whole the rains 
have done great good to crop. A satisfactory saccharine richness is expected. The cultural 
yield is difficult to estimate, so great is the variation in different fields. The late sowings are 
unsatisfactory, and the first sowings still depend upon four to six weeks favourable weather. In 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Belgium and Hofland, it has rained these last days Germany 

appears satisfied with the state of its crop. In Austria-Hungary, especially Bohemia, quantity is 
deficient, but the rains may improve situation. Messrs. H. Clark and Co. say that continued 
purchases of Beet by America, together with less favourable accounts of the new crops have 

renewed the confidence of holders of the Continental stocks; the American demands being 

r (T haS been '°St- Czarnik°W -Vs (September Sth) the prospects 
of increased supplies of Beet-root Sugar during next season compared to last year seem not 

ficiV h t' ’ “ there is Sti" doubt as to the cr°P results. The rains have been bene-
ficial, but exceptionally favourable weather is still required.



SI GAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First thirty-five weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at 

four principal ports, 577,739 tons against 584,539 last year. Deliveries, 560,400 against 
591,052. Stocks 122,925 against 99,913.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, August 17th, (per favour of Messrs. Jno. 

McConnell & Co.) finer weather since last message ; 27th, weather favourable for cultivation ; 

September 9th, weather fine with occasional light showers. Antigua (per favour of Geo. G 
Macandrew. Esq.) September 8th, good general rain to extent of two inches.

Information, corrections, <fcc., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this office.
(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting the Secretary will be glad to 

r* < tive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any expei iments in Sugar 

machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON. Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 83.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.U.

ioth October, 1892.

WEil INDIA COMMITTEE.—The Meetings of the General Purposes Committee will be 

resumed, after the recess, as soon as possible. A special Trinidad Meeting will he arranged if 
possible, during the visit to this country, on leave, of his Excellency Sir F. Napier Broome.

DR. COMINS REPORT.—On September 9, an application was made to the Colonial 
Office for a Copy of Dr. Comins’ Report upon his visit to the Coolie receiving Colonies. In 
Reply, a copy was promised as soon as it had reached that Department. It is understood the 
Report is a voluminous one, and is now being considered by the Government of India. As soon 

as the Committee receive a copy, various improvements in the Labour Law and Questions of back 

passage, and especially the present division of the cost of Immigration, will be discussed with a 
view to approaching the Government on these important subjects.

CARONI RIVER, TRINIDAD.—The following correspondence is reported. To the 
Marquis of Ripon, K.G., 26th September.—My Lord Marquis, the attention of the West India 
Committee has been drawn to a petition presented to the Governor and Legislative Council 

of Trinidad by Proprietors of Estates, and owners of lands growing provisions, and tax-payers 

generally in the Counties of Caroni and St. George in that Island, praying for a remedy against 

the injury caused to crops by the over-flowing of the River Caroni, owing to the want of sufficient 

outlets for the discharge of the land water in such positions as to carry the water to the sea 
without flooding the lands adjacent to the river, and causing the above-mentioned great injury 
to cultivation. We need not address your Lordship upon the details of the works proposed. 

We would only venture to suggest that as large sums of money have in recent years been raised 
for Public Works a portion of the same should be devoted to this improvement, which would be 
of great benefit to a large area in which persons of all classes—proprietors, provision growers, 
labourers, and village residents—are practically interested. We would humbly express the 
wish that in the first instance the Trinidad Government may, perhaps, be moved to provide for 
the necessary expense of surveys and estimates of cost, and any proposal which may come before 
your Lordship from the Colony with this object, we respectfully hope may receive your sanction 
at the earliest time that may be convenient to your Lordship. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.

Reply. The Chairman: Sir, I am directed by the Marquess of Ripon to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 26th of September on the subject of the overflowing of the River 
Caroni in Trinidad, and to acquaint you that his Lordship will be prepared to give his considera

tion to any representations which come before him from the Colony relating tb the matter. 

(Signed) Edward Fairfield.



QUARANTINE.—In Jamaica quarantine has been declared against the whole world 
except the United Kingdom, and the British West India Islands. The general information m 
the United Kingdom is that in all the West India ports quarantine is rigorously exacted. ‘If 

this is really necessary from the point of view of the Colonies (on which there seems some 
difference of opinion in the Colonies themselves), no possible objection could be made. The 
Foreign Office have issued a statement that the severe restrictions imposed against the United 

Kingdom in many countries resulted from an imperfect knowledge. Her Majesty s representa
tives were informed by wire on the 3rd October that only two cases from abroad had occurred in 
the United Kingdom, and no deaths. It is possible, therefore, that there might be some relaxa
tion of the severe restrictions in the West Indies, or, at all events (as suggested to the West 
India Committee, by Firms connected with the Islands), that there might be some uniformity of 
regulations in the Island ports, so that it might he reasonably or approximately known by an 

arriving ship what treatment it might expect.

VENEZUELA.—The question of the boundary is still unsettled, except so far as the 
action of the British Government is concerned. Guzman Blanco broke off diplomatic relations 
with Great Britain, and at the present moment there is hardly any Government in Venezuela with 
which negotiations, supposing they were desirable, could be carried on. The large amount of 
British capital invested in mining operations and the impossibility of the Venezuelan Govern
ment affording any security to property made it imperative on the part of the British Government 
to define the boundary line, which will unquestionably be maintained. The United States 
Government still apparently put forward their consent to act as arbitrators, but it does not appear 
there is any difference to arbitrate upon, from the British point of view. As to Point Barima 
giving Great Britain any position on the Orinoco prejudicial to Venezuelan or American interests, 
such a contention is not tenable. At the same time it is to be noted that Admiral Walker s 
mission to La Guayra with his squadron will be to proffer the friendly intervention of the United 
States so as to restore the status quo existing before 1887. The possession by Great Britain of 
the port or point of Barima on the Orinoco is a question to which some undue importance seems 
to be given. The matter was dealt with by Secretary Bayard, when in office, but he now takes a 
view justifying the action of the British Government.

COOLIE IMMIGRANTS IN BRI TISH GUIANA.—Of the 5,007 Indian immigrants 
arriving in 1891, 22 paid their own passages to the Colony, 136 were immigrants < ho had pre
viously resided in the Colony, and 64 had been in other Colonies. Some of these return immi
grants came with funds. 91 East Indians and 6 Chinese came to the Colony otherwise than on 
the Coolie ships. On the 31st December, 1891, there was a sum of £107,343 to the credit of 
East Indian immigrants in the Government Savings Banks, besides £3 380 in the Post Office 
Banks. A considerable amount is remitted to relatives and friends in India every year. Invest
ments in landed property to the extent of £9.591 were made in 189! bv East' Indians. The 
death rate of indentured immigrants is 2 32 and unindentured 3 05. 1.956 people (adults) 
returned to India, taking with them money and jewellery valued at £28,000. The question of 
continuing the grant of a free back passage received attention from Dr. Comins when he was in 
the Colony on behalf of the Indian Government. In 1891 work was pleniiful and wages good.' 
The total East Ind.an population resident on estates was 72.816 (16,710 indentured)/ The
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approximate number not residing on estates was 35,668, making an estimated East Indian popu- 
* u *, ‘°8’484' The above Particulars are taken from the excellent annual report of the Hon 
A. H. Alexander, Immigration Agent-General.

JAMAICA LOAN.—For £180,000 Jamaica 4 per cent, inscribed stock, applications 
amounted to £375,000 at 103 to 108. Average price realised, £103 10s. lod.

MEGASS FURNACES.—The economical use of Megass as Fuel is so important in 
Sugar making that the interest shown in the question in Demerara is not surprising, and the 
efforts of all scientific Sugar makers towards producing the best furnaces are deserving of every 
encouragement. In Mr. Duncan’s speech before the British Guiana Royal Agricultural and 
Commercial Society, on July 14th last, he said that the Colonial Company had been experimenting 
with the burning of green Megass, especially since 1890, and, indeed, for years before. In’the 
ordinary multitubular boiler there was consumed one pound of green Megass to the evaporation 
of three-quarters to one pound of water. In the furnace subsequently invented by the Colonial 
Company, and now in use on their own and a number of other Estates in the Colony; one and a 
half to one and three-quarter pounds of water were evaporated to one pound of green Megass. 
The consequence was that the cost of purchased fuel was reduced seventy-five per cent. The 
importance of this improvement in Sugar processes to the Colonies is of course apparent. The 
principal feature of the furnace thus invented was that the crown at the furnace descended 
acutely and towards the boiler, and a combustion chamber was arranged in front of the boiler. 
Mr. Abell has also brought his scientific knowledge of practical Sugar making to bear upon this 
furnace question, and he appears to have suggested that while the angle of the arch adopted in the 
Colonial Company’s furnaces varies from twenty-five to thirty-five degrees, the like angle his 
furnace is about fifty degrees. Mr. Abell has applied for a patent for his improvement, ahd, of 
course, no attempt would be made in this Circular to influence proceedings one way or the other. 
Mr. Abell’s proposed furnace may or may not present such radical distinctions from that ?of the 
Colonial Company as to influence the granting or otherwise of a patent, but in* any case the 
elaborate attention which is now being paid in Demerara to economical processes, especially with 
regard to fuel, must be regarded as one of the most promising signs of the times. Should any of 
our Engineering Members in the United Kingdom or the Colonies like to publish their opinions 
in th:s Circular, in a brief form, the same would be printed subject to the discretion of the

Secretary.
MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, 21st Sept.—Several estates commence manufacturing 

this week and by the end of the month Sugar making will be general. The American market at 
the time was more favourable to refining than Yellow Sugar. The weather was hot and dry with 
a few partial showers. Sugar exports to September 22, 44,933 tons, against 62,466 same time 
last year. Rum, 14,076 puns., against 13,766. Gold, 82,557 oz, against 62,445. The Sugar is 
practically halved between U.K. and U.S. Nearly the whole of the Rum comes to 'U.K. The 
value of the gold exports was 1,500,000 dollars. The Planters’ Association Send a copy of the 
Report of the Commissioners on opening up the interior of British Gitiina. The ahhual' fist of 
arrivals and allotments of immigrants for the season .89.-92 has been received. Copies are 
readv for members. Trinidad, 21st SRPT.-Produce shipped. Sugar, 42,775 tons, against 42,367 
same time last year. Cocoa exported, .9,152,540 lbs., against 13,732,895. Coffee, .6, .46 lbs against 
26 240 Cocoanuts about 9,000,000 in number, against. o 500,000. The weather in the fortnight
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to date was very good for growing crops. Barbados.-To September 23rd some.dry days, but as 

a rule heavy rains with thunder. There were several landslips, Rain was very heavy at time of 

mail departure, and this is reported to be promising for the growing crop. (Note.—Neither the 

Jamaica nor Barbados Prices Currents received contains any information as to produce exports. 

ANTiGUA—Season practically over, and last of the Sugar shipped. Weather has been again too 
dry, but there have been showers. A heavy and general rain is wanted. The import market is 

fairly stocked, according to the excellent report by Messrs. Geo. W. Bennett a < o.

BEET PROSPECTS.—Temperature wet and low, with increased foliage. Upon the whole 

the French crop is still doubtful. In Holland the Crop is good. In Germany, Austria and 

Russia, crops are reported fairly favourable. Crop reports are still contradictory, especially as to 

reduced quality being compensated for by heavier weight. 1 here seems to be no distinct 

setimate quotable. Mr. Lichts’ last is 3,500,000 lor 1891-2 against 3,695,568 tons.
VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, October 6th) Europe and cargoes afloat to 

Europe, 356,212 tons, against 314,344; United States, 95,000, against 75,48b; Havan t 2 e? >■ 

against 86,000; total, 471,212 against 475,832.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First thirty-nine weeks landings of Ra^ Sugar it 
four principal ports, 62.2,139 tons against 637,278 last year. Deliveries 022.433 against 

658,336. Stocks 105,292 against 85,341.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, September 19th, (per favour f Messrs. 

Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.) weather very hot and oppressive with very little rain : 24th. (per 
favour of the Colonial Company, Limited,) fine with occasional light showers . October 3rd, ; - r 
favour of Messrs. John McConnell & Co.) weather favourable for cultivation . loth, per 
favour of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co.) weather dry but favourable. Barbados, September 1 jth. 
(per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller) seasonable weather; 27th, heavy rains generally 
throughout the Island. Copies of the Barbados telegram expected on 11 th will be sent to Bar
bados Members and others applying for same.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also. 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 

newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting the Secretary will be gUdto 

receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any expe. iments in Sbgar 

machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary



CIRCULAR No. 84.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE. Y neeirf^io

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C

7th November, 1892.
( hamb^: Committee having been requested by the London

Chamber of Commerce to nominate Members of a Chamber of Arbitration to deal with West 

India matters, have sent m a list after communication with the gentlemen concerned. It is pro- 

p..sed to ask the Firms connected with the Exporting trade if they would like to nominate Mem- 

•ers through the West India Committee. The London Chamber of Commerce have been 

r.-quested to send to all the gentlemen nominated by the West India Committee any printed or 
otherws.- easily available particulars of the duties of an Arbitrator, and the kind of matters that 
would have to be dealt with.

1 RINIDAD.—At a special Trinidad Meeting held in October last at this office, the 

following were some of the points discussed. An improved state of things in the Colony was 

rv< ognised. and the new Judicial appointments were such as to inspire confidence. The strictest 

onomy was essential in public expenditure. The interests of Sugar should be supported with 
a just regard for other interests. The Cocoa industry was very important, and its interests with 
regard to labour were identical with those of Sugar. There should be a cordial union between 

the two industries. The cost of Immigration was a great burden, and a fairer distribution of the 
msI should be brought about. Dr. Co mins’ Report was not yet published, but it was thought it 

l ight propose some modification of back passages. These should not be abolished entirely, as 
returned immigrants were often good recruiting agents. Still, while the people lost their earn- 

mgs in India, they had acquired such an independent character, that probably their return in 
large numbers, say 20,000 a year, would be a source of anxiety to the Indian Government, whose 
Merest it would therefore be to revise the system. Many of the Coolies, after being deprived of 

the larger part of their earnings in India, return to the West Indies, paying their own passages. 
A great deal depends upon the attitude of the Immigration Department in Trinidad, which has 

1 kite years been understood to have been unfavourable to immigration. The position of the Sugar 
Industry was perfectly sound ; there were now few of the old common process Estates existing, 

the Muscovado Estates having adopted to a large extent the improved processes. At present prices 
the Muscovado Estates should b paying. With regard to the Caroni Drainage question, it was 
hoped that the ( ocoa would join with the Sugar proprietors in a scheme for the general cultiva- 

t on of the i strict. The drainage of the Savanna would certainly lead to cultivation, applications 
tor land having been made. The proposed drainage works were eminently desirable, and surveys 
ami estimates were strongly recommended. (It is understood the Legislative Council has 
approved of this course.) The question of the maintenance of Roads was discussed. The road 
S.tween Princes’ Town and San Fernando was in an impassable state, such as it had
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not been in for eighteen years. It is true the recent heavy weather might have been 
the cause, but the necessity is shown for a local authority being charged with Road 
maintenance. The Government spent a great deal of money for Education and greater 
supervision should be exercised. Nominally the grants were given for secular education, but the 
whole system was denominational, great competition existing among the denominations for the 

attendances to secure the grants. The hospital and poor law system, costing an enormous snm 
of money, required revision. The hospital accommodation was much abused, not only by 
patients but their friends and families. A Vagrancy Act was suggested as desirable.

Shipowners agree in wanting two things. First, a better warehouse accommodation, the 

trade having outgrown the facilities afforded, and secondly by dredging the approac hes to ln- 
able to go alongside. (This view is supported by the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce). It 
was thought the Chaguaramas scheme would be no advantage to Port of Spain Harbour. 
Dredging the latter seemed to be the only remedy to prevent the further accumulation of mud 
although it was suggested that the improvements and alterations of the Caroni, by causing a 
conflict of currents, would be beneficial to Port of Spain Harbour. The question of cane farming 
was discussed and the judicial interpretations (very often contrary) of agreements. With 
regard to improvements in cane farming, further notice will be taken in the circular. With 
regard to the Reform Agitation, the information is not sufficient fo justify any definite opinion 
at present, but the question cannot fail to receive attention.

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, Oct. 19.—Crop is now in full swing Weather continm .
dry, and some showers were wanted especially in Berbice. Prices opened fair, but had slighuy 
declined. Sugar exports to October 17 equal to 57,958 hogsheads, against 73.652.
puncheons, against 13,525. Another return of Rum gives 14,089, against K.004.

Rum, 15,224
Gold, 97,573

ounces, against 71,520. Trinidad, Oct. 19.—Produce shipped. Sugar, 45»39S tons, against 
43,141. Cocoa, 19,592,840 lbs., against 13,963,415. Coffee, 16,226 lbs., against < ocoa

nuts, 10,500,000, against 11,250,000. Asphalt, 88,210 tons, against 76,575. Much rain an 1 high 
winds, followed by fine and occasional showers. A great storm did much injury to roads. and 
two railway bridges were carried away, causing temporary suspension of rail .vav traffic. Co< oa 
crop suffered in some districts, and low lands were under water for several da> s. 1'he t hamber 
of Commerce have advocated uniformity of quarantine regulations for the Islands. Barbados. 
Oct. 22.—Sugar shipped, 58,902 hogsheads, against 49,524. Molasses, 42.2J puncheons, 
against 31,681. The bulk of the Sugar has gone to the United States, and the Molasses to 
Canada. Weather dry on the whole, but canes not suffering. The borer is again appearing. 
Jamaica, Oct. 17.—Trade dull, general rains preventing produce going to market and shipment 
Quarantine against all arrivals from Continental (Europe) ports, pratique given to from
U.K.. No export statistics appear to be published in Jamaica for the mail. As 1 c a ivc es 
not received.

U* I" » O.,oh„ 23. has reported as
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Germany ...
Austria
France
Russia 
Belgium 
Holland
Other Countries

1892-3 189I-2 1890-1
1,200,000 1,198,156 1,381,965

750,000 786,566 778,473
625,000 650,377 694,037
480,000 560,000 544,162
200,000 180,377 205,623
65,000 37.451 61,307
80,000 78,000 80,000

3,400,000 3,490,927 3,695,568
For the Season of 1892-3 the estimates of Beet are therefore 3,400,000*tons. The pub

lished estimates of Cane crops are open to criticism, but supposing published estimates for 

1892-3 are fairly correct, viz., 2,760,000 tons, there will be a total Sugar production (Cane and 
Beet) of 6,160,000 tons, i'he probable increase of consumption, though comparatively only slight, 

with a fairly stationary production, both of cane and beet, justifies the current impression of 

stronger prices in the near future. The weather in France had been extremely wet, the week 
ending November 2nd, interfering with transport and damaging roots in Silos. This weather 

has a damaging effect on yield. The quality is admitted to be inferior to last year. In Germany 
the weather has been seasonable, with light rains. Upon the whole, Germany reports an average 

condition.
VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, October 23) Europe and floating cargoes 279,738 

tons, against 248,203 ; United States, 110,000, against 80,590; Havana, 32,502, against 79,248; 
floating to.\orth America, 44,571, against 43,553; total, 466,811, against 451,594. (Czarnikow, 

November 3rd) Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 278,053 tons, against 240,167; United 
States, 109,000, against 60,533 ; Havana, 10,000, against 52,000; total, 397,053, against 352,700. 

sUGaR IN UNI 1ED KINGDOM.—First forty-three weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at 
four principal ports, 677,212 tons, against 689,487. Deliveries, 692,414, against 717,646. 

Stocks, 90,384 against 78,627. (1'hese returns are admittedly imperfect.)
WEATHER 1 ELEGRAMS.— Demerara, October 31st, (per favour of Messrs. John 

Met onneii it Co.) weather dry, some showers would be acceptable. Barbados, October nth, 

(per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson it Gaviller) heavy rains general!) throughout the Island; 
25th, no rain during the past fortnight. Antigua, October 25th ((per favour of Geo. G. 

Macandrew, Esq.) rain to extent oi two inches since last mail; 31st, rain four inches.

information, corrections, etc., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions oi One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 

newspapers, and not desirous ul retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the office, subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this office.
(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting the Secretary will be glad to 

receive in lorn ation and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any exper iments in Sugar

machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary



CIRCULAR No. 85.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

21st November, 1892.

WEST INDIA COMMIF1EE.—The General Purposes Committee met on 27th October. 
Minutes of Special Meetings were reported. No special business was done, but various 

questions were incidentally raised as to the Sugar industry, and these were held over for further 
special consideration.

MEGASS FROM DOUBLE AND SINGLE CRUSHING,—The Secretary has received 
the following" letter from the Chairman : “ I beg to enclose to you a memorandum containing 

some data in regard to double and single crushed Megass which I think will prove of interest 

to many of your readers in the West Indies. (Signed). N. Lubbock.”
Assuming the canes to contain 12*5 per cent, of woody fibre, and th6 juice to contain 16 

percent, of sugar; that double crushing expresses 72 per cent, of juice, and single crushing 65 
per cent, of juice, one ton of canes will give,—

Double Crushing.

Say 150 galls, of juice at SG 1 070 ... ... ... ... ... — 1,605 lb*.

5 60 cwts. of megass ... ... ... ... ... ... — 627 ,,
Total (about 1 ton of canes) 2,232 ibs.

Single Crushing.

Say 136 galls, of juice at SG 1-070 ... ... ... ... ... — 1,455 lbs.
7 cwts. of megass ... ... .. ... ... — 7^4 ,,

Total (about 1 ton of canes) 2,239 lbs.
3-57 tons of double crushed canes and 2 90 tons of single crushed canes will yield 1 ton of

The Megass therefore contains:

megass. sn rfonm ‘snuov in
The composition of this megass will be approximately :—

Double Crushed. Single Crushed.

Woody fibre .............................. 12-5—45 per cent. 12-5 = 36 per cent.

Water 13 0 = 46 „ ,, 19-0'^54 „ „

Sugar ................ ... 2-5 = 9 „ „ 3’5 = 10 „ „
# 1 i2ni£x>6 znuo 000 0

28-0 1- too 34 0 100

The Woody Fibre contains 51 per cent, of carbon, and the Sugar 42 1 per cent, of carbon.

Double Crushed. Single Crushed.

Woody Fibre 45 P- c X S' P- C- = 22-95 p. c. crbn. ... 36 p. c. X S' P- c. = 18 36 p. c. crbn.

Sugar 9 p. c. X 42-1 p. c. = 379 P- c- „ — 10 P- c’ X 42’1 P- c. 4'2i P- c- „
Total ... 26-74 p. c. crbn. ... 22-57 p. c. crbn.

374 Ibs. of the double crushed, and 4 43 Ibs. of the single crushed megass contain 1 lb. of 

carbon.



Theoretically. I21bs of air are required for the combustion of 11b. of carbon. One cubic 

foot of or at 85 deg. Fahr, weighs/0729 lbs. end 12 lbs. of air measures 164’ cubic feet. But 

careful experiments at Windsor Forest Estate.’ Demerara. showed that the best results were 
obtained when 250 cubic feet of air per lb. of carbon were supplied. On this basis lib. of double 
crushed megass will require = 67 cubic fe. t of air, am! tlb. of single crushed megass w.ll 

require = Aoi cubic feet of air.
The same ‘Windsor Forest experiments showed the best results with a combustion of I IO 

lbs. of megass per square foot of grate surface per hour.
Assuming 1,600 gallons of juice to be taken to the ton of Sugar each ton of Sugar would 

be the equivalent in the case of
Double Crushing, to 10-66 tons of Canes 3 tons of Megass.

Single ,, ,, 11-76................ . i’2 „
The Boilers in use on Windsor Forest Estate.. Demerara, during the experiments above 

mentioned were two of the multitubular type 14 ft. by 7 fL and 12 ft. by 7 ft. respectively, with new 
improved furnaces of The Colonial Company’s type, fired ditect, i.e., through the tubes, round 
the sides and away underneath. The canes were single crushed, yielding 62 per cent, of juice 
and the woody fibre amounted to from 12-60 to 13 per cent, of the canes.

SUGAR CANE BORER.—Miss Ormerod continues to devote much attention to the bjr-r. 
Ider opinion is understood to be that if there are signs of the borer in the cane from which 
the plant is cut, it would be well to reject it. It is likely the borer may be found 
about the cane stumps. Covering deeply with soil of a deterrent nature might do good 
or dry earth, sand or other material mixed with some mineral oil. Stools or stumps 
known to be infected should be burnt ; with regard to the use of any chemical 
mixture applications containing sulphur or mireral oil are very deterrent of insect 
attack. Several well-known preparations, such as a mixture of sulphur and soft soap are recom
mended. We are awaiting Miss Ormerod’s permission to use the full particulars she gives in 
corresponding with a Barbados Firm.

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, Nov. 2.—Complaint is made that the acreage tax 

accounts rendered by Government do not show the apportionment between the Immigration 
Fund and the General Revenu-. As it is most important this distinction should be shown, the 
Government have been asked to render separate accounts. Crop was progressing favourably, 
bnt young canes much needed showers. The weather is reported as very dry and hot. Con
siderably more Sugar was being made into yellow for U. K. Shipments to November 2nd ere 
56,520 tons, against 80,347 ; Molasses, 9,219 puns, against 10,482; Rum, 14,558, against 15.447 ; 
Gold, 99,731 against 75.573- Trinidad. —Rains had set in. and the weather was considered 

seasonable, and favourable for growing crops. Sugar, 45,77; tons, against 42,776. Molasses 
16,000 puns, against >3,500. Cocoa, 19.886,940 lbs., against 14062,355. Coffee, 16000 lbs 

against 26,000. Cocoanuts, 10,581,000, against 12,728,000. Asphalte, 94.311, against 80,932 tons’.

Bishop Austin.—The news, by cable, of the dea! h of this esteemed and revered Bishop has 
been received with the greatest regret and sympathy.

Barbados. November 3rd- Sugar shipped 58,910 hhds. against 49,672. Molasses 42.922 

puns, against 32,262. 47,000 hhds. Sugar went to the United States this year, and 10,000 to



Weather rainy, canes forward, early crop and probably somewhat shorter return than 

expected.

BELLI AND CANE PROSPECTS.— In Prance the weather has been rather unfavourable, 
making work less easy in a number of usines and the yields diminish notably. Districts vary but 

the general impression is that the roots increasing in weight have lost richness. In Western 

Germany the weather has not had much influence upon the cultural yield which is on the whole 

more satisfactory than might have been hoped, although in Eastern Germany and Russia and 
Austria not such good accounts are given. Messrs. H. Clark and Co. (8th November) report on 
the general sugar situation that the supplies (Beet and Cane) actual and prospective, for the 

coming twelve months are equal to those ot last year and that consumption for the twelvemonths 

ending September last presents an increase of 148,000 tons. Messrs. Clark estimate cane for 

1892-3 at 2.880,000 tons against 2.784,000 for 1891-2; beet 3,400,000 against 3,491,000. Total 

cane and beet 6,280,000 against 6,275,000.

\ ISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Clark.) Europe and afloat from the East for Europe 301,000, 

again": 264.00010 1891 ; United States 111,000, against 61,000; Havana 20,000, against 70,000. 
Total 432.000, against 395,000. (Czarnikow, Nov. 17th.) Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 

329,089. against 277,995 ; United States 88,CCO, against 56,263; Havana 7,000, against 42,000. 

Total 424,089, against 376,258.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First forty-five week’s landings of Raw Sugar at four 
principal ports:—703,004 tons, against 730,360. Deliveries 719,762, against 749,753- Stocks 

88,828, against 86,993.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, Nov. 14th (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, 
Campbell and Co.).- Weather fine, with occasional light showers. Nov. 19 (per favour of the 
Colonial Company, Ltd.)—Weather showery and favourable for cultivation. Barbados, Nov. 8th 

/per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller).—Fine rains generally throughout tbe island. 

Antigua, Nov. 12 (per favour of Geo. G. Macandrew, Esq.).—General rainfall of five to seven in. 

since last mail.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 86.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

2nd January, 1893.

SALE Oh DEMERARA SUGAR.—The question has been again discussed, how far the 
Adulteration Act and the Merchandize Marks Act afford a security to the consumer in 

purchasing the Demerara Sugar he asks for. The prosecution by the Marylebone Vestry, in 
1890, showed that the former of these Acts afforded no such security. As to the bearing of the 
Merchandize Marks Act, it should be observed that Demerara Sugar is a well-known description 
in the Irade; it is vouched for by Estates’ Marks; it has a special value, being of superior 
quality, the crystals having a clear bright colour, and its reputation with the public commands 
for it a relatively high price. Steps have been taken to test the matter practically. Three bags 

of ■ Demerara” were ordered of a well-known firm of wholesale dealers. The bags were 
supplied in response to this order, but, according to chemical analysis, the Sugar was not 
Demerara, but was some kind which was dyed with a coal-tar dye. It is true, the invoice 
described the Sugar only as Raw Sugar, and there were no Demerara marks, or the nam< 

Demerara on the packages. The purchaser, therefore, got a stuff he did not order, and has m 
remedy against the seller. A further order was given in another district with the same result 
A bag was then purchased at a retail grocers; it was bought and invoiced as Demerara, but itwa: 
not of this description; a number of other experimental purchases showed the same process. 
Whether an action would be successful against the retail grocer, who bought the 
sugar wholesale, as Demerara, and re-sold it bona fide as such, has still to be proved, 
but it will be noticed that it is an important matter for every grocer, who, if he buys 
Demerara from the wholesale dealer, ought to have some security that he gets it, before 
selling Sugar under a false trade description to his customers. In fact, the retail grocers' 
grievance is a very real one, but he has the remedy in his own hands, by requiring 
that the name “ Demerara ” should be written or printed on the package he buys 
from the wholesale dealer, and that the same description of the Sugar should be inserted in the 
invoice. In fact, the Sugar should be supplied to the grocer as landed, with the Demerara marks 
on the bags. The above observations apply not only to Demerara, but to all West Indian Sugars 
and all the Colonies are equally interested in securing the sale of their produce unadulterated. 
The West India Committee will probably address the Board of Trade in regard to any defects 
in the Merchandize Marks Act. In the meantime, the “ Cane Sugar Union ” is doing good work 

in drawing the attention of retail grocers to the necessity of taking every means to supply the 

public with genuine West Indian Sugar.



MAIL NEWS.—Dbmerara, 14 December. Sugar exports, 93,332 tons, against 1 00,25,. 
A slight increase in shipments to U.K. is shown. Molasses (principally to Martinique and Hol .in. .. 
10,558 puns, against 13,590; R™ (two-thirds to U.K., remainder to Canada), 25,236 puns, 
against 18,813 ; Gold, ”4,959 0*4 against ^776 ; Timber same as usual—Shingles, considera , e 

falling off, also decrease in Cocoanuts; Ballata, a considerable increase; and a falling oft in 
Gums and Isinglass. Heavy rains had set in. Trinidad: Sugar, 48,172 tons, against 44,228; 
Molasses, 17,000 puns, against 14,000; Cocoa, 22,169,700 lbs., against 14,713,000: Coffee, 
19,586 lbs., against 27,360; Cocoanuts, 12 million, against 14; Asphalt, 101,000 tons, against 
90^000. The bulk of the Sugar went to U.S. Weather dry. Sugar Crop begins Jannary 

Jamaica: Good rains. No export figures available. Barbados: Figures may be taken as in 

previous Circular—viz., 59,000 hogsheads, against 49,000
TRINIDAD REFORMS.—It has been observed that an agitation has been revived in 

Trinidad for an election to Council by franchise, in place of nomination, of unofficial members by the 

Crown. The Council is at present composed of the Governor, eight official, and ten unofficial 
members, all appointed by the Crown. If the body of unoffical members represented fairly the 
different interests of the Colony, it is probable that no objection would be made to 
the present system. An improvement was made some three years ago, by which 
unofficial members were appointed for five years (instead of for life), and were made 
representative of particular districts. In 1894, it is expected that the Governor will make 
fresh nominations, and it is suggested that it would be better to wait and see how this arrange
ment works before making important changes in the principle of the Constitution. With. ;t 
prejudging the question in any way, but rather with a desire to assist in a generally satisfactory 
settlement, it might be asked whether, after two bad sugar crops, it would be opportune to disturb 
the labouring and other classes by political excitement; and also whether it would not be better 
to promote the feeling of contentment and security that would be created by an administration of 
the Law that would secure the confidence of all classes? It is eminently to be desired that 
nothing should be hurriedly done to disturb labour and upset present conditions to an extent that 
would be detrimental to the industrial progress of the Colony.

BRITISH GUIANA. A copy of the Village Ordinance, .1892, has been received. It is a 
consolidation Law containing 144 sections!

BEET PROSPECTS.—(Licht), Germany.-rThe weather in November uas colder th usual, 
and the frost hindered inland navigation. Some mild weather in December improved matters . 
this respect. Moderate cold is beneficial for the pitted beets. The yield mat be som.-ui u 
higher than expected. The price of molasses regulates production, pow that sugar an i 
are produced separately. In Austria the beet working was progressing rapidly (Dec. 2 . . :
progjrctjon figgjre is raised 7^3 ^ns, ^5$ tq Ro^iJ^i In Fran a, the pre bable
sugar yield is put at 1 ■ per cent, compared with 11-56 in 189.-2. Figures, however, ar still 
uncertam In Belgium and Russia, reductions in estimates are made of ,oand 20 thousand 
respectively. On the whole the campaign of 1892-3 will probably be less by >36,000 tons 
compared with previous crop. The following is Mr. Licht’s latest account



Germany 
Austria...
France ...
Russia ...
Belgium 
Holland 
Other Countries

1892-3.
1, *80,000 

770,000 
600,000 
460,000 

190,000
75,000
90,000

1891-2. 1890-1.
1,198,156 1,331,965

786,566 778,473
650.377 694,037
550,994 544,162
180,377 205,623
46,815 76,635

-87,945 ... 80,000

3,501,230 3,710,8953,365,000
News to 28th December reports in France that the frost is not so good for the fabriques, but it 
may do good to the soil in view of spring sowings. The work is proceeding to a greater extent 
than last year, and will soon be concluded. A deficit of 40,000 tons is expected. The general 
production. Beet and Cane, is estimated at 6,140,000 tons against 6,294,500in 1891-2. Altogether, 
the figures show a decided prospect of stronger prices, especially when it is known that 30,000 
tons of Beet have recently been shipped from Antwerp for America. The freight of this ship- 
ment is reported to be only 2s. per ton.

\ ISIBLE SUPPLIES (Czarnikow, December 29).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 
1,217.164 tons, against 1,074,118. United States 45,000, against 71,000- Havana 3,000, against 
23,000. Total 1,265,164, against 1,168,118.

St GAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First fifty-one week’s landings of Raw Sugar at four 
principal ports: 795,212, against 845,513 Deliveries 810,530, against 849,761. Stocks 90,261, 
against 102,178. (These returns are admittedly incomplete).

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell 
and Co.) Nov. 22nd.—Weather changeable, heavy showers. Dec. 2nd. — Weather dry, no 
rain since last message. 13th. Rainy season appears to have set in. 22nd.—Rainy season has 
set in. — Per favour of Messrs J. McConnellandCo.). Nov. 23.—Weather favourable for cultivation 
and grinding. Dec. 13th. — Rain is falling generally. 19th.—Weather continues wet. 24th.— 
Weather favourable for cultivation.—(Per favour of Colonial Company,Ltd.). Nov. 28th.—Weather 
showery and favourable for cultivation. Dec. 5th.—Weather too dry. 12th, heavy rains beneficial 
to cultivation. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller). Nov. 22.—Fine rains 
generally throughout the island. Dec. 6th.—Seasonable weather. 20th.—Dry weather throughout 
the island. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley and Co.. Ltd.). Dec. 13th. Weather 
favourable. Sugar being made on your estates. 20th.—Weather too dry. 28th.—Weather favourable.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the’office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this office.
Note —In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 

receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.) JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 87.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

30TH January, 1893.

W ES I INDIA COMMITTEE.—The Ordinary Meeting of the General Purposes Committee 
will be held on February 2nd. The meeting has been delayed as it was thought possible that 

questions as to the sale of Demerara Sugar would bring up'members from Liverpool. A Special 
Meeting will, however, be called when the matter is more advanced.

Mr. I HOMSON HANKEY.—It is proper to express in this Circular the great regret which 
is felt at the death of Mr. Thomson Hankey. For many years he was an active member of the 

West India Committee, and in many other capacities, especially as Member of Parliament he 
rendered to the West India Colonies services of a most important and valuable character.

SALE OF DEMERARA AND WEST INDIA SUGARS.—It has been decided to take 

Counsel’s opinion as to the bearing of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887. The main point is :— 
If Sugar is described as Demerara Sugar on an invoice, and is not Demerara, does such proceeding 
come under the penal provisions of the Act ? Further particular questions are as follows :—Could 
a retail Grocer, ordering “ Demerara ” from a wholesale dealer, and not being supplied with it, but 
with an altogether different article, prosecute that wholesale dealer—1st, if the Sugar was invoiced 
to him as Demerara-—2nd, if it were not so invoiced, or invoiced only as Raw Sugar or Cane Sugar, 
but was evidently not Demerara, and without the marks on the packages identifying it as Demerara ? 
Could a purchaser asking for Sugar as Demerara from a retail Grocer, and not being supplied with 
Demerara, have any remedy against the Grocer who (1) writes on his account “ Demerara Sugar ” 
and (2 ) ostensibly supplies what is required but without invoice or any written description ? If in 
the above cases, a “ false description ” within the meaning of the Act, could be shown, could persons 
selling “ Demerara ” which is not Demerara, become liable to penal provisions of the Merchandise 
Marks Acts, 1887 ? Should the Merchandise Marks Act afford no remedy, what other course is open 
to protect genuine Demerara against spurious imitations ? In Merchandise Marks Act, 1891, Sect. 1, 
54 V ic., c. 15, it was enacted that a false description made in a Customs Entry of goods imported 
would be held to be a false description applied under the Act of 1887, showing that in the case of 
imported goods it was not absolutely essential that the false description should be on the goods 
themselves. Logically, therefore, in the case of other goods, an invoice, which is in very many cases 
the only description available, which falsely describes them, should be held to be “ application of a 
false description ” under the Act. Is this a correct view? The point as to Demerara Sugar has 
been raised as the strongest, but it will be obvious that all West India Sugars shipped under 
specific marks are equally interested. (The above are simply draft questions for Counsel—they 

have not yet been definitely formulated).
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TOTAL SUPPLY.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE MEETINGS—Complaint has been received with regret 
that an inaccurate and unauthorised report of a Special Trinidad Meeting, held in O .ash lias

appeared in some newspapers ; such report was not supplied from the office. - authentic
connection whatever, direct, or indirect, with any Home or Colon.al papers, and the only autboitK

reports of the proceedings of the Committee are printed in this Circular.

a YEAR’S SUGAR SUPPLY, U.K. (Board of Trade Returns.)
1892.1891.

Beet-Root Sugar.—Refined 566,106 531,210

Unrefined ... 455,5’9 414,310

Total Beet Supply... ... Tons 1,021,625 945,520

Cane Sugar—
74,406British West Indies and Guiana ... 54,806

British East Indies ... 47,645 40.735

China and Hong Kong — 100

Mauritius iiU39 12,252

Total British Cane ... Tons 113.590 127,493

Foreign Caners *

Spanish West India Islands 996 626

Brazil ... 25,104 19,897
Java ................................................................................. ”5,47’ 99,676
Phillipine Islands 50,240 74.704
Peru 21,110 35,9’4
Other Countries 28,832 42357

Total Foreign Cane ... Tons 24L753 272,974

Foreign Beet ... 
British Cane ... 
Foreign Cane ...

1891. 

1,021,625

IJ3,59O

24L753

1892.

945,520

127,493

272,974

Total Sugar Imports ... Tons 1.376,968 ... 1,345,9^7

MAIL NEWS—British Guiana, nth January. The Spirits Ordinance No. 24 of is (o h .. 
been brought into force. The regulations are very restrictive, and it remains to be seen if the Lav 

States bm's ^ reP°rted IIO’°°O tOnS- Weather favourable fm
states, but Sugar until April or May will not be coming forward in large quantities Jamah ■ 

ar™etoDi8eZUtbl,Shed th neWSPaperS °r PriCeS CUrrCnt' but the Sug« exports mav be estimated 
5.000 to 18,000 tons, with a proportionate quantity of rum, that is, about a puncheon to everv 

ton of sugar. Trinidad : The Ordinance No. 24, i892, for raising funds in aid ’of irn^rmion fm



at th TV taX °" S"gars °f 6/‘ per hhd”4/- Per tierce, 8d. per barrel or bag;
'a e ° 2/" per Puncheon; Rum, 4/- per puncheon; Cocoa, 1/8 per bag; Coffee, 

" ag ' ocoanuts, 1/- per 1,000. Trinidad exports in 1892 were 50,000 tons of Sugar;
S ol * ocoa <a laTe increase upon the previous year);: 19,746 lbs. of Coffee (a 

.oBMd. .able decrease); I2J million Cocoanuts, against 17; Asphalte, 108,247 tons, against 94,523

1 he total production of Sugar in British Guiana and the West Indies may be 
taken at 260,000 tons for the year 1892.

URI 1 1SH GUIANA.—In view of the meeting of the Combined Court, in February, 1893, the 

attention of the correspondents of the Committee has been called to the question of the diversion 
<>f a portion of the Acreage Tax, originally and exclusively imposed in aid of Immigration, to 

general Revenue. It is hoped that in the ensuing Session of the Combined Court, the revenue from 
this tax will be exclusively confined to its proper and legitimate object, viz : in aid of Immigration.

1 RIN IDAD.—The Chaguaramas Scheme has been under consideration by a Special Committee 
who proposed to give the promoters of the scheme the right of erecting buildings and otherwise 

making use for their own purposes of two-thirds of the reclaimed land, and raising the amount to be 
paid by the Government towards the cost of the reclamation from £15,000 to £19,000. When 
this report came before Council, a protest was made by two Hon. Members, containing important 

r< ns. especially against the erection of buildings on what should be a public wharf. The protest 
also included objections to the Government contributing to the cost of reclamation. Another 
ground of objection is the haste with which the vote was passed in Council without possibility of 
j >1 < per discussion. A further loan of £200,000 is proposed for the extension of Roads and Railways. 
Whether the Colony can bear this additional burden of what must be for many yearsan unproductive 
t qx nditure. remains to be seen ; and yet, side by side with this enormous liability the Government 
. f the Colony appear to be doing everything possible to restrict immigration, forgetting that an 
increase of population is the only justification for the money spent in roads and railways. Public 
business is very backward in Trinidad, the estimates for 1893 not having been passed up to Mail 

dates.
SUGAR PROSPECTS.—(Licht).—The extremely cold weather has not been unfavourable 

cither to the soil or the pitted beet-roots. No trustworthy forecast can be made of the campaign of 
1893-4. The estimate for Germany 1892-3 has been increased, making a total European production 
of 3.402,000 tons, otherwise figures remain as printed in last circular. Messrs. H. Clark & Co., 
notice in their circular, January 7th, a decrease in consumption in U.K., and this is confirmed by 
the Board of Trade figures. The total production of Cane for 1892-3 is estimated at 2,850,000 
tons, and Beet 3,402,000; against for 1891-2, Cane 2,806,000, Beet 3,510,000. With a growing 
consumption, which must come about as population increases, although subject to fluctuations on 
a( count of strikes, distress, and diminished volume of general trade, the above statistics are favourable 

a firmness in prices. Mr. Czarnikow, 26th January, seems to confirm statements made earlier in the 
month that Cuba crop would be short. A decrease is also expected in Brazil and Manila, but 

nothing definite is yet known.
VISIBLE SUPPLIES (Licht, 21st January.) — Europe, and cargoes afloat to Europe, 

s -o against 1 393,344- United States 49,000, against 72,387. Havana 7,112, against 27,432. 
Fating io North America 23.174, against 35,667- Total 1,528,265, against 1,528,830. (Czarnikow,
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26th January.) Europe and Cargoes afloat to Europe 1,432,104, against 1,382,904; L mtec Mates 

43,000, against 80,571. Havana 16,000, against 31,000. Total 1,491,104 tons, against 1,494^75 

time last year.
SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First two weeks landings of Raw Sugar at f ■ 

principal ports 34,369, against 49,032; Deliveries 36,726, against 37,162; Stocks 94.244. .. cst 

117,756.
WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. J no. McConnell a- Co.) 

Jan. 10th.—Weather showery and favourable for cultivation. Jan. 28th.—-Weather showt-iy cad 

favourable for cultivation. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gavilkri. Jan. 
Good reaping weather. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & C<., Ltd 1. Jan. • .

Weather favourable. 17th.—Weather favourable. 23rd.—Weather favourable per i. • < c ,1 

Colonial Company, Ltd.). Jan. 13th.—Fine with occasional light showers. 25th.—Fine. a nh- 

occasional light showers.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the cd tary 
Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a • ar. c • 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving tcb gi qe.i 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving W- st . in 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them t t he Seen : < -1
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to <end their 
to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secret >rv will be da ’ n 
receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments • , .
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.).

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secrj:m



I>429>395- United States 89,000, against

against 1,539,832

i,397,26i

(Licht, 25th February)

. United States 89,000 against

1 America 18,160 against 23,188.

: 50,437. Havana 39,000, against 

.—Europe, and Cargoes afloat to 

50,437. Havana 29,464 against
Total 1,472,726 against 1,530,830.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

27 th February, 1893.

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, 8th Feb. The last Coolie Ship had arrived for the Season, 

bringing the total immigrants introduced to 4,450. The number to be introduced in next season is 

Weather wet and favourable for cultivation, although in parts a little too heavy. The 

• 1) mci u a Mai ket Report ” says, the shipment of Sugar to 9th February was 1,760 tons against 2,652. 

Ruin. 0'04 pun-. against 6,558. Gold, 2,896 ozs. against 2,858. Trinidad Sugar, 1,232 tons against 

.■.-2; Cocoa. 1,048.560 lbs. against 3,425,330. Coffee, 960 lbs. against 240. Cocoanuts, 1,199,732 

against 2.410,753. Asphalte, 9,103 tons against 12,465. Jamaica Coffee still coming to market in 

King-ton, good prices being obtained. A session of the Court of Policy had been held in British 

Guiana, the principal subject of discussion being a Bill concerning the Magistracy.

BOOKS AND PAPERS.—A copy of Mr. Rodway’s Handbook of British Guiana has been 

receive 1. Its subject matter is well written and arranged, and its illustrations are excellent. An idea 

i- presented both of town and country life, and great natural features, such as the Kaieteur Falls and 

Roraima arc brought into proper prominence. Also received report by Mr. Harry I. Perkins, Acting 

Cr .wn Surveyor, on his visit to the Gold District on the Potaro and Conawaruk Rivers, Essequebo. 

Receive d Report of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, 21st January, 1893. Various subjects were 

;:L :d. among them being the desirability of an uniformity in the Quarantine Laws throughout the 

West Indies. Such a measure was suggested in this circular some time ago, when, owing to the 

Cholera outbreak in Europe, ships did not know what regulations they would have to meet at the 

different ports. The Trinidad Chamber of Commerce hoped that the Revolution in Venezuela would 

lead to the abolition of the 30 % differential duty. It would be interesting to know whether any 

y ociug made in this matter, as other Colonies besides Trinidad are interested, although not, 

. • - :iic -amc extent. The shoaling of the water at the Port of Spain wharves is proposed to 

be remedied by the erection of a jetty and the use of a dredger. Connected with these proposals is the 

Chagaramus scheme referred to later on. Mr. Wm. Howatson is the President of the Trinidad 

Chamber of Commerce, and Mr. Edgar Tripp the Hon. Secretary.



of Sunderland, is to be

e, T a Pnmre and Cargoes afloat to Europe 1,432,104, against x,3«-
26th January.) Europe and eargoe t ,T Total 1 401,104 tons, a)
43,000, against 80,571- Havana 16,000, against 31,000- Total 1,491. 4 

time last year. f
SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.-Fxrst two weeks landings ot

a Commission to report as

ted with interest, as it is

TRINIDAD.—Revenue for 1892, ^‘561.721. Expenditure, ^543,932- The reduction of duties

in consequence of the McKinley Tariff arrangements amounted to ^10,970, but the general revision 

of the Excise and Customs duties resulted in an increased revenue to the extent of £2^92'. The

complaint, therefore, that the revenue has lost by the McKinley arrangement is gr '.oubt

some disappointment is felt that the McKinley arrangement was not followed by a better market in 

the United’States, but it. must be remembered that in consequence of 'A/

India Colonies have been free from any sugar duties in the States. This has been a great practical 

benefit. It was impossible to foresee that the market would be controlled by: Prints. and abo that the 

election would result in a Democratic Government pledged to a revision of the Tariff. H >w far such

revision would affect sugar and Colonial produce generally the next few months will ; .
nl feii mrifnoa llb< e»n60 j/jinm/T <noi £°l,v .unjuiq-:/-

CHAGARAMUS (TRINIDAD) SCHEME.—The scheme proposed by Mr. Sieger: t<> establish 
milnfl ni bled asod bnd yoiloT io nr/oO odi lo noigauc .A .bSriiclao gnGd \ ,

deep water piers at above place, and connect same by railway with Port of Spain, has been much 
■ "criticised. The whole matter, however, has been referred to the Secretary of State, who, in a despatch 

of 17th January last, decided that the Resolution passed by the Legislative Council in favpur of the 

scheme was perfectly regular, and that the payment by the Government of one-third of the cost of 

the Port of Spain reclamation up to a maximum of ^19,000, is fair and reasonable. -Owners of 

neighbouring properties will apparently be entitled to compensation from the undertaker.

SUGAR PROSPECTS. Weather in France has been satisfactory for agricultural operations. 

Carb has been taken to sow roots that Will better resist insects and extremes of weather. Weather in 

Germany has proved favourable to roots. The effect of the present cold weather is not yet known. 

Licht, 25th February, reports cold weather in Germany interfered with trade and traffic. Although 

seeds protected by snow, danger to crop not passed. European Beet production 1892-3, 3,402,000 tons 

against 3,501,920 for 1891-2, and 3,710,895 for 1890-1.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES. (H. Clark & Co., 8th February).—Europe, and Cargoes afloat to Europe, 

1,432,000, against 1,368,000. United States 58,000, against 71,000. Havana 16,000, against 38,000. 

Total 1,506,000, against 1,477,000. (Czarnikow, 23rd February).—Europe, and Cargoes afloat to 

bnbiniiT aril lo inabieotH srfi ei no^lcwoH .mVZ .iM .no f - -t . .... ,

.v-rsloioog .noH aril qqiiT hnr r ... .. m



Europe. 1,367,281, against 1,429,395. United States 89,000, against 50,437. Havana 39,000, against 

60.000. Total 1,495,281, against 1,539,832. (Licht, 25th February).—Europe, and Cargoes afloat to 

Europe, 1.336,102 against 1,397,261. United States 89,000 against 50,437. Havana 29,464 against 

50.Q44. Floating to North America 18,160 against 23,188. Total 1,472,726 against 1,530,830.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First six weeks landings of Raw Sugar at four principal 

port' 76,719 tons, against 88,908 ; Deliveries 97,284, against 100,064 > Stocks 76,036, against 94,730.

\\ E A 1'HER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.). Feb. 1 ith. 

—Heavy rains have fallen generally since 28th Jan. 15th.—Wet weather continues ; (per favour of Messrs.

Curtis, Campbell & Co.). Feb. 10th.—Rain has fallen heavily. 17th.—Heavy rain since last 

I oth Feb., now moderate. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). Jan. 31st. 

—Seasonable weather. Feb. 13th.—Good reaping weather. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs.

W. F. Burnley & Co., Ltd.). Jan 31st.—Weather favourable. Feb. 8th.—Weather favourable.

15th. Weather favourable. 21st.—Weather favourable—(per favour of Colonial Co., Ltd.).

Jan. 30th.—Weather fine for harvesting. Feb. 21st.—Weather fine for harvesting—(per favour of 

Me^rs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co.). Feb. 16th.—Weather favourable, crop progressing satisfactorily.

Inf Tmation, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 

Subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

pap i '. Cir* i:ur is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 

regard to weather arc requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 

and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 

Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this office.

Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 

rc cive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 

machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.).
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 89.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C. 

27TH March, 1893.

I HE McKINLEY TARIFF ACT.—The proposed termination of the arrangement, under 
the above Act, is no doubt partly justified by the fact that the Reciprocity clause has not been 

brought into effect against certain other countries. It is desirable, of course, that the West India 
Colonies should exercise entire freedom of Tariff action, but any open determination on the part 

of the Colonies to put an end to the arrangement is deprecated at the present moment. The 
Reciprocity clause is still in force, and nothing should be done to endanger the United States 
Market for British West India Sugar. The exact views of the U.S. Government might be ascer

tained without any public or official movement just now. Any hasty and ill-considered action is 
to be strongly deprecated, although it is quite agreed that entire freedom of Tariff action in the 
Colonies should be obtained without any undue delay.

WEST INDIA TELEGRAPHS.—Meetings have been held to consider this question, in 
view of the heavy rates now payable for telegrams. Communications have been received from 
the Halifax and Bermudas Cable Company, whose line to the Bermudas is now completed, and 

who are anxious to continue to Jamaica, having applied for a subsidy from that Colony of £2,000 
a year, and having received, as stated, promises of business support from the Kingston 
Merchants. When established in Jamaica, this Company is desirous of making friendly 
arrangements with the West India and Panama Telegraph Company for the transmission of 
their European and Canadian Telegrams to the other Islands of the West Indies and British 
Guiana—the rate between England and Jamaica being fixed at 3s. per word. The West India 
Committee feel that a direct cable from Bermuda to Jamaica, which would have the effect of 
reducing the present onerous telegraphic charges, wculd meet with support in the West Indies. 
An interview with the representatives of the West India and Panama Telegraph Company was 
subsequently held. It appears that the latter Company are precluded by their contracts with 
the Cuba and International Companies from making arrangements for any other route to Europe. 
They are opposed to a line being laid from Bermuda to Jamaica on the ground that they would 
lose their remunerative business with Cuba, and also probably their Jamaica Subsidy of £2,000 
a year. If the West India and Panama Company were free from contracts they would naturally 
work harmoniously with other Companies. Reduction of Rates, in their opinion, would not 
increase business, but with this view the West India Committee do not at all agree. It is 
believed, on the contrary, that a large increase of business would follow if the Rates were 
materially reduced. The West India Company suggested that if this increase were possible, 
the West India Governments should guarantee the present moderate income of the Company and 
make any tariff arrangements they pleased. This was, however, thought impracticable and



perhaps unreasonable. It was, in the end, pressed upon the West India Company that 
unless some mitigation of their contracts could be made, the Colonies might possibly 
withdraw their Subsidies, as it is not likely that they will allow those contracts for ever to stand 
in the way of a reasonable Telegraphic Service such as would* be secured by a line from Bermuda 
to Jamaica. The Bermuda and Halifax Company are willing, in the event of their line being 
made to Jamaica, to work harmoniously with the West India and Panama Company, and such an 
arrangement would obviously be highly advantageous to the West India Colonies, as it would 

materially reduce the cost of the service.

CONSUMPTION OF WEST INDIA SUGAR.—An Association was formed six yearsago 
by the employes, at Derby, of Messrs. George Fletcher and Co., the well-known engineering firm, 
for the sale of Pure Cane Sugar. In practically advocating the superiority of Cane over Beet 
Sugar, the Association has been very successful. The business is founded upon an absolute belief 
in the genuineness of the sugar sold, which is guaranteed by invoices and estates marks. The 
Derby Association sell fifty tons a year, and if similar associations were formed under the auspices 
of other large firms interested in Cane Sugar Machinery, a very considerable consumption might 
be secured, to the manifest advantage of the consumers.

BRITISH GUIANA SEA DEFENCES.—West India Committee to Colonial Office, 10th 
March : “ My Lord Marquis, the West India Committee ventured to address the Secretary of State 
on the 5th May, 1892, according to the printed summary enclosed, on the question of a genera! 
scheme of Sea Defences in British Guiana. In reply, Lord Knutsford was good enough to say that 
he had sent a copy of our letter to the Governor with a request that he would consider and report 
fully upon the whole of this question. I beg respectfully to enquire whether any Report has 
accordingly been received from his Excellency. (Signed), N. Lubbock. Chairman/’ Reply, 13th 
March : “ Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 10th inst., I am directed by the Marquis of Ripon to 
inform you that the Governor of British Guiana has not yet furnished the Report on Sea Defences 
which has been called for, and that he will be reminded of the omission by the mad of the 15th 
inst. (Signed), Edward Wingfield.”

TRINIDAD (Chaguaramas Scheme).—In consequence of the receipt of an official com
munication from the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, the following Letter to Lord Ripon has been 
submitted for approval to the Trinidad Members of the Committee My lord Marquis 
The Chamber of Commerce in Trinidad, and other influential correspondents in that Colony 
have forwarded to us certain communications which have taken place with the Colonial 
Government upon the subject of the Chaguaramas Scheme and especially with reference to 
your Lordships Despatch of the 17th January last. There seems a very strong feeling on the 
part of the Chamber of Commerce as representing th ■ Commercial Interests of Port Jf Spain



their own purposes of two-thirds of the Reclaimed Land. 3rd. That it is contrary to the 

terms and sp.nt of Ordinance No. 22, ^58. 4th. That the erection of the said Buildings would 
be a serious detriment to the present wharf facilities and surrounding stores (especially in 
the ase of bulky goods) by taking away a water frontage from shipping houses and thus 

reducing the value of contiguous property. The facilities of the water front, as at present 
enjoyed, would be destroyed. 5th. That if the scheme were put forward as a private scheme, 
the same could be discussed upon its merits, but the ■ receipt of public money and the official 
support of the Government render it subject to the opposition of the Mercantile Community of 
the Colony. 6th. That the proposed buildings would spoil one of the finest views in the West 
Indies—viz., from Marine Square to the Gulf of Paria. We have, therefore, humbly to ask 
that your Lordship would be pleased to consider any representations which you may receive, 
through His Excellency the Governor, such representations being made with a view to the 
removal or amelioration of the objections entertained to the scheme by an influential body 
such as the Chamber of Commerce, who are practically acquainted with the Trade of the Port 
and the necessary facilities it requires. Your Lordship will remark that the objections raised 
are not objections to the principle of the Scheme, but to some of the incidental details.”

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, 8th March. Contributions of employers of immigrants to 
Medical Department to be reduced from one-half to one-third. Diversion of pari of Acreage Tax 
to general revenne will probably not be remedied this year. The Immigration Fund Account for 
the year 1891-2 shows a credit of 11,050 dols., thus reducing the debit balance brought from pre
vious years to 66,888 dols. Rain fell heavily early in the fortnight; weather reported as altogether 
favourable to cultivation. Figures of exported produce are not so useful now as they will be later 
in the year, when they will be given here. Trinidad : Weather dry but favourable for estates 
operations, which are progressing rapidly. The seasons are distinctly favourable to good crops 
both in the above two colonies and others in the West Indies.

BEET PROSPECTS.—We are obliged to go to press without seeing Mr. Licht’s latest 
Circular, now due. Field work is going on actively in France, and from the point of view of 
sowings and preparations of the ground, cultivators are satisfied. No precise information as to 
the extent of the sowings is available, but it is thought there will be little difference from last year. 
The same absence of information as to the extent of sowings is also observed in regard to Ger
many and the other Beet countries. The last week has shown a general improvement of markets 

in Europe and America.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES (C. Czarnikow, 23rd March).—Europe, and cargoes Afloat to Europe, 
!,293,186, against 1,339,324; United States, 127,000, against 72,142; Havana, 86,000, against 

97,000. Total, 1,506,186, against 1,508,466.

HITAR IN UNITED KINGDOM—First ten weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at four pnn- 

07.39. ; •«—

against 97,419-



WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. John McConnell and Co.), 
3rd March: Weather favourable for cultivation. 23rd: Rainy weather for last week. (Per 
favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell, and Co.), 4th March : Finer weather since last 
message (17th February), generally acceptable. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley 
and Co., ^Limited). 1st March: Weather favourable. 7th: Weather favourable. 15th: 
Weather too dry. 21st: Weather too dry. (Per favour of Colonial Company, Limited;. 
8th March: Weather fine for harvesting. 21st: Weather fine for harvesting. (Per favour 
of Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons, and Co.)—16th March: Weather favourable; crop progressing 
satisfactorily. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller;.—27th February: Good 
reaping weather. 13th March : Slow reaping weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. 
Also, subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and 
other papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic 
advices with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving 
West Indian newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the 
Secretary for filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send 
their addresses to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad 
to receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.).

JAMES L. OHLSON, Sxcutary.;erii es won li 
fsiLovjsi Jud ’



CIRCULAR No. 90.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

2^th April, 1893,

\I W (t'»\ERX')RS.—Lord Gormanston has been appointed Governor of Tasmania. His.
.....- «ni<>n of a little over five years in British Guiana was honest and vigorous. It is to be

' ■ :il;1 during his tenure of office public expenditure has largely risen, the estimate of
v p nditurc for 1^3-4 being reported as $2,734,358, against $2,354,718 in 1888. Nevertheless, all 
Ikiti.J) (>uiana people will sympathise with the address presented to His Excellency by the Elective 

Wmi :•- upon his departure. The deep interest which he took in every question that came before 

him w o very remarkable, and, indeed, quite exceptional in a West Indian Governor. His successor, 
Sir Charles Cameron Lees, has had much experience in the West Indies, particularly as Governor of 
:he L-cward Islands and Barbados, and a satisfactory career, no doubt, lies before him in British 
Guiana.

THE NEW BISHOP OF BRITISH GUIANA.—The Chairman was requested by some 
Dumerara Members to allow the Secretary, as a matter of convenience, to take steps with regard to the 
preparation of an address to Dr. Swaby. An address has been signed by 150 ladies and gentlemen 
connected with the Colony.

THE SUGAR INDUSTRY OF THE WEST INDIES.—The proceedings ait the Annual 
Meeting of the Colonial Company, among other public indications, were full of promise for the future 
<>f thi> industry. Although the seasons last year were exceptionally unfavourable, the result was, in 
•Jie circumstances, fairly satisfactory. The prospect of good West Indian crops generally during the, 
V urrent year, and the actual improved prices, afford ground for hopeful estimates. With Beet selling for 
Mac at 16s. 3d., it seems clear that with the reported deficiencies of the European and Cuban crops, 
supply will barely suffice for the consumption of the world to the end of September next. Seasons in 
British West Indies appear to be fairly favourable. But, perhaps, the chief cause of the sound position 

the West India Sugar Industry is the reduced cost of production ; a ton of best Crystals, which not, 
many years ago cost /j8 to produce, now costing /u, and probably with good seasons /io, a 
perfectly safe price for any condition of the Market that would be within the range of probability. So far 
therefore from Sugar in the British West Indies being in a state of decadence it seems to be not only in a 
...under pod. ion than ever, but promises to continue to be the most important staple of those Colonies.

Dr COMINS’ REPORT.—This has been for some time past under the consideration of the 
Indian Government. It has not yet reached the Colonial Office. Some very important modifications 

Of th- system of back passage of Coolie immigrants are hoped for in consequence of the Report an 
there -e-ms no reason to suppose they will not receive official approval. The Report >s expected to be 

-en-ra!lv favourable in regard to Coolie emigration from India and the condition of the 

irf the West Indies. to o*



BRITISH GUIANA.—The per caput expenditure of the Colony in 1880 was . and in 

1891-2 §9-60. The value of exports in 1880 was ^2,384,003, and in 1891-2 /*>395,713 ‘he ne" 
Spirits Ordinance, providing for the use of Alcoholmeters, was criticised by Elected Members in 

Combined Court as unsatisfactory. An important debate took place upon Mr. Duncan s motion a 
the colonial revenue should defray one-half the cost of immigration, instead of one-thir<. he mo ion 
was lost by ten votes (including eight official votes) against five unofficial votes. 1 he tonnage duties 
were continued, after debate. Also the acreage tax of 50 cents for general revenue, this hew perhaps 

the most unsatisfactory proceeding on the part of the British Guiana government unng. or 
Gormanston’s administration. The 50 cents above-mentioned means at least *40,000, being a 
considerable proportion of the reported loss of revenue under the McKinley arrangement.

TRINIDAD.—A petition has been presented to the Council and agreed to, fdr leave to establish 
telegraphic communication between Trinidad and Venezuela. The Surgeon General has been added to 
the official section of the Council, and an additional unofficial has been appointed. The Secretary of 
State forwarded to the Governor a memorial from steam-ship ’owners, signed by the Wet In ha and 
Pacific Steam-ship Company, the Harrison Line, Messrs. Bell, Brothers & McLelland. M ninu.u. X 
Watson, Caw, Prentice, Clapperton & Co., and Scrutfon, Sons & Co., praying that immediate steps be 

taken to prevent the silting up of the foreshore in Port of Spain Harbour. Council agieed i > thiee 
feet alongside wharf at low water, and appointed Committee to prepare plans and estiimi < -. Lord 
Ripon acknowledged a despatch from the Governor respecting proposed ^500,060 loan ! r railway 
extension and public works. Before considering this proposal his lordship asks for full inf .rination a- 
to proposed railway to Cumuto, and as to probable traffic, and wishes more definite estimate of the 
other works, suggesting that if railway extension is undeitaken at all it should be proceeded with one 
line at a time. 3,567 immigrants were applied for, season 1893-4. Mr. Tanner wants an A—istant 
Director of Public Works appointed.

CHAGUARAMAS SCHEME.—C.O. to West India Committee, 4th April 1803. Sir.—In 
reply to your letter of the 27th of March, I am directed by the Marquess of Ripon to acquaint you 
that the objections of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce to the Chaguaramas Bay Port and 
Railway scheme are under his lordship’s consideration in connection with the details of the 
scheme. ^Signed} Edward Wingfield.

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, 5th April. The duties under the McKinlev tariff arrangenn nt 
were continued for another year. Little doing in produce. A small lot of Refining Crystals was sold 

3 4°- Finer weather was needed for cultivation. Shipments to April 4, Sugar 14,^95 toiu, against 
I2^57• 9,000 tons went to United States, and nearly 4,000 to United Kingdom. Rum 7,^' ' against 
7,421 puns., practically all to United Kingdom, with 877 puns, to Canada. Cocoanuts show great 
decrease, being only 12,100 against 62,658. Gold 21,786 ozs. against 18,075. Trixidai,.—Messrs. 
Gordon, Grant & Co.’s report (April 5th), crop operations being pushed. Returns fairly satisfactory, 
but doubtful if yield will come up to average. Numerous enquiries from America and Canada, but 
owing to refusal to guarantee colour or test, crop is largely shipped on producer’s account instead of 
sold on the spot. Cocoa suffering from drought, and crop will be less than estimate. Cultivation 
suffering from want of rain. From October 1st to April 5th, 1892-3, Cocoa shipments were to

’a™ ba8s i France 14,004 ; America 15,296, total 42,679, against a total of 69,818 in 1891-2.
The 1 nnidad market report gives shipments Jan. to April 5th, Sugar 17,000 tons against 16,100. Cocoa 
*>y >36° lbs., against 9,283,360. Cocoanuts, 3,285,135, against 4,124,338. Asphalte, 33,232 tons against 
3 ,/ a- Jamaica.- Coffee coming freely to market ; crop approaching close. Good prices for Ginger. 
BARBADos^-Sugar shipments to 7th April, 9,873 hhds., against 2,750. The bulk goes to the United 
2-7 to 2^o PU'1S'’ againSt 7,33°- PriCeS OU SpOt StrOnK“- P1”1^ back.
2 75 to 2 80 offered. Molasses active at 13 cents. Weather dry ; partial light showers.
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. AR SHIPMENTS—The Mail news is put in the following tabular form for 
1 he Secretary will be glad to receive information from Jamaica and the Leeward 
Islands, so that a monthly return of exported Sugar and other produce might be made

Sugar. January to March—
•893- 1892.

British Guiana ... Tons 14,395 12,857
Trinidad ... ... _ ,, 17,000 16,100
Barbados ... ... ... „ 9^73 2,75o
St. Kitts (private estimate) ... ... ... ... 5, 6,000

\ ISIBLE St PPLIES. (C. Czarnikow, 20th April.) Europe, and cargoes afloat to Europe, 
1,001,080 tons, against 1,215,489; United States 133,000, against 100,752; Havana 129,000, against 
150.000. Total 1,323,980 tons, against 1,466,241.

SL GAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First fifteen weeks’ landings of Raw Sugar at four 
principal ports 209,639 tons, against 220,295 ; Deliveries 220,825, against 225,372 ; Stocks 85,415, 
against 100,809.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 4th April. 
—Heavv rain continues, finer weather much wanted. 4th.—Finer weather since last message. 12th. 
—Weather dry and favourable for cultivation. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 
17th April.—W eat her has been dry for past week, but half inch rain has now fallen. Trinidad (per 
favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Limited), 28th March.—Weather too dry. 4th April.— 
Weather too dry. nth.—Weather too dry. 18th.—Weather too dry. (Per favour of Colonial 
Company, Limited), 5th April.—Weather fine for harvesting. 19th.—Weather fine for harvesting. 
(Per favour of Messrs. Gregor Turnbull & Co.), 17th April.—Weather dry, with occasional showers. 
Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 28th March.—Slow reaping weather. 

11 th April.—Seasonable weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office; 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note —In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 

machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

24^ April, 1893.

p s—Beet is selling for May at 16/11,
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BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

May, 1893.

SALE OF WEST INDIAN SUGARS.—A Select Committee was appointed in 1890 to 
consider the Merchandize Marks Act, 1887, in relation to the prevention of frauds by the use of an 

indirect indication of origin on imported goods, or their false marking after importation. 
Mr. N. Lubbock gave evidence. He said that Demerara and West Indian Sugar had acquired a 
considerable reputation. Imitations of Demerara Sugar were made from the crystals of white beetr ■ 4. 
and they were coloured by aniline dyes and bought and sold as Demerara Sugar. After the imitation 
stuff is kept for about a fortnight the smell is very disagreeable, and at any time the colour can be 
washed off. This imitation Sugar is an infringement of the Merchandize Marks Act, but it cannot be 
laid hold of owing to a flaw in the Act. Purchases have been made of 2d. Demerara Sugar at grocers' 
shops, but the Sugar was not Demerara. The vendor thus rendered himself liable to the penalties of 
the Act as having applied a false trade description. Mr. Poland, Q.C., was of opinion that the faLc 
description came within the penal provisions of the Act. But the persons selling Sugar a> Demerara 
which is not Demerara have not brought themselves within the penal provisions of the Act, because 
they have not applied the false trade description to the Sugar which they sold. To state in words at 
the time of sale that it is Demerara Sugar does not come within the meaning of the Act. If it were 
labelled and sold wholesale as Demerara it would come within the meaning of the Act, but broken up 
and sold retail without labels it would not. Retail fraud consists of two things :—labelling Sugar 
as Demerara in the window, genuine, but selling imitation ; labelling Sugar as Demerara which is n<»t 
Demerara, but selling it as such.

It is desired that the name applied to the sample shall follow the quantity sold. At present a 
mere label on the sample is not sufficient, as the false trade description has not been “ applied,’’ 
within the meaning of the Act, to the Sugar actually sold. What is wanted is :—(1) That the Sugar 
sold shall be governed by the labelling of the sample, (2) That Sugar sold from bulk exposed in 
the window and labelled Demerara, and is not Demerara, should come within the penal provisions of 
the Act.

To carry out these two improvements of the Act, Counsel have drafted the following clauses :__

Where any goods to which a trade-mark, mark or trade description is applied within the 
meaning of the Merchandize Marks Act, 1887, are exposed for sale, or any purpose of trade, and 
any other goods, when sold and delivered, are represented by the seller to be identical in 
nature, substance and quality with the goods so exposed for sale, or any other purpose of trade, 
the seller shall be deemed to have applied such trade-mark, mark or trade description to such 
goods so sold and delivered, although no trade-mark, mark or trade description is actually 
applied to or accompanies the delivery of such goods.

“ Where any goods to which a trade-mark, or mark, or trade description is applied within 
the meaning of the Merchandize Marks Act, 1887, are exposed for sale, and any portion of such 
goods shall be separated from the bulk and be sold and delivered, the seller shall be deemed to 
have applied such trade-mark, mark or trade description to such portion so separated from the 
bulk and sold and delivered as aforesaid, although no trade-mark or mark or trade description 
is actually applied to or accompanies the delivery of such portion.”



A further case has been submitted to Counsel, as follows

ma ma<Je °f 3 Wh°lesale grocer for tw<> samples of “Demerara” Sugar according to

n t r“T“ D“ -- A» ”d- «>’»PP led, but it was not Demerara Sugar, but some kind dyed with a coal tar dye to imitate F The 

dyed with an aniline dye, and this was described on the Invoices as Demerara. Counsel le of 

opm.on that a retail grocer ordering Demerara Sugar from a wholesale dealer, and not being supplied 
",th such Sufar but with another kind of Sugar, the wholesale dealer may be prosecuted by the retail 
snvo if. the delivery of the different article, an Invoice was delivered describing it as Demerara 
.near. An invoice therefore would come within the meaning of the Act as “applying” to Sugar sold 
if d< livcred with the goods so sold. This is not so clear in the Act as it should be, and an amendment 
in this direction is desired.

Counsel are also of opinion that a purchaser asking for Demerara Sugar from a retail grocer, and 
being supplied with Sugar which was not Demerara, has a remedy under the Act, if the Grocer at the 
time <>f delivery of the Sugar, describes it in the Invoice delivered with the Sugar as Demerara Sugar. 
A verbal description is not sufficient. The effect of Invoice, as thus described, should be clearly stated 
in an Amending Act—to the effect that an Invoice delivered with the goods should be held to be an 
application of the description to the goods under Sec. 5 (See case of Budd v. Lucas, 1891—1, 2 and 3, 
408, s.c. 60 h.j., m.c., 95), that where a Brewer sends to a customer by his carman a cask of Beer, and 
the carman delivers along with the cask an Invoice in which the cask is described as a barrel it 
was not a barrel, the Justices were entitled to find that the description in the Invoice was applied to 
the cask .delivered, although not physically attached to such cask.

The desired amendments in the Act are therefore :—

1 .—That Sugar exposed for sale and sold as Demerara, and not being Demerara, should be 
subject to the penal provisions of the Act.

2 .—That Sugar exposed by sample—such sample being genuine Demerara—should 
be held to cover, for the purposes of the Act, any Sugar sold according to that sample, and if 
the same is not according to the sample, the penal provisions of the Act should apply.

__ That any invoice delivered by a wholesale or retail seller of goods, at the actual time of 
the sale or delivery of such goods, shall be deemed an application of the trade description to

such goods under the Act.

c. 15, it was enacted that a “ CustomsBy the Merchandize Marks Act 1891, Sec. 1., 54 Vic., 
entry relating to imported goods should for the purpose of the Merchandize Marks Act 1887 be 
deemed to be a trade description applied to the goods,” showing that in the case of imported goods it 
was not absolutely essential that the false description should be on the goods themselves. Logically, 
therefore, in the case of other goods, an invoice which is in very many cases the only description 
available which falsely describes them, should be held to be “ application of a false description under 

the Act.
The further suggestion is made that perhaps the simplest remedy would by to provide under the 

Sale of Food and Drugs Act or the Merchandize Marks Acts, that the seller of Sugar should put upon 
'he packet " Cane,” or “ Beet,” or “ Mixed.” The conditions of sale of Coffee and Chicory, and Butter 

and Oleomargarine, might afford precedents. JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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noi^-jumnrj ^mghauvni bhroith ^rLmmcO ioaDS basoqoiq mb

S ALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT AMENDMENT.—The following is the substance of 

c' 7C' P°ndence on this Subject. Mr. Arthur M. Lee to Sir Charles Cameron : “I am requested by the 
M -t India Committee to forward you the following observations on your Bill (No: 513) now before the 
House to amend the' f Said of Food and Drugs Act', 1875.” Your SectionT makes the Act of 1875, 

(especially Section 6 and the consequential'sections) applicable to the wholesale trader and manufacturer, 
am' this appears to us a most desirable" provision in face of the ambiguities of the'Act. Your 

Sccti-c. II. deletes the word ‘written’ in Section 25 of the old Act', with the object, as it appears toms, 
- >f ide guarding the retailer against such injustice as was inflicted in a reported case, where an invoice 

held not to be a written warranty within the meaning of the Act. But, while curing this mischief, 
it would stem thdt a palpable frarid'might be cofnmitted withoiif rediedy^~aTin the following example :— 
A purchaser buys, to his prejudice, goods riot of the nature, substance arid quality deinanded by him; 

but the retail seller having sold the article innocently, and having purchased it under the same 
description as that under which he passes it on to the retail,buyer, and being able,to jarove this, and to 
plead, the implied warranty provided by your Bill, is dismissed’ from the prosecution under Section 25 

of the Act of 1875. The retail buyer has npt privity of contract with the wholesale- trader, and, 
therefore, no remedy against him ; while the retail seller, being dismissed from the prosecution, would 
appear not to have suffered any prejudice from the wholesale trader, and, therefore, to have no ground 
of prosecution against him. It might also so happen that he had now passed on the bulk or the whole 
of the fraudulent goods, and, therefore, have suffered no damage or prejudice, and thus be disinclined 
or unable to take any effective legal action. In any case it would appear to us that such a case is not 
free from grave doubt, and that, in View of the plain intention of Clause L, it would be advisable by 
express words to obviate the chance of the offender goirig scot-free, and of the prosecution—whether 
by a private person, or by the officer of the local authority—collapsing. I would suggest, as< one way 
of meeting the difficulty, that it might be provided that although the • retail seller be diSih issed from 
the prosecution (as: in the' 'supposed caSe)' a right of prosecution should still remain against the 
wholesale trader, whether by adding him as a party to the suit, or in a new suit. And it might be 
well, out of abundant caution, to'provide as a condition precedent to the dismissal of the retail seller 

that he should disclose the name of his vendor.

' . -J CP . ; ' ■ . . ' ■ OOO '

Sir CHARLES CAMERON to Mr. LEE, 2nd June.—•* I am much obliged by your fetter 
embodying the views of the West India, Confpiittee as to niy Sale of Food and Drugs Act 

Amendment Bill. nibirfi hiog erb noqu bsrjsxo won orfT -bnu'J noilwigiminl sib

-In reply, I acknowledge the forc'd of Jidur observations on the question Of warranty, which 

will certainly require careful treatment by the Select Committee to which it is proposed to refer the 
Bill But the first thing is to obtain evidence as to the working of the writteri-warranty section of 
the present Act, regarding which a number 'bf contradictory statements are afloat. The Act Of 187:



suggest.

was certainly rdeverG^nded to let off the really guilty party, in cases where a written 
been given, and provisions are made in the Act for his punishment. In certain places the prov= 
are said to work satisfactorily, while in others they are said to render the Act use ess where a written 
warranty has been given. If the former statement is correct, the provisions applicable to a «.nt en 
warranty will, as my Bill is drafted, be equally available in the case of the implied warranty which I

If the contrary is the case we shall require to amend the law as to proceedings where a 
warranty is pleaded, whether that warranty has been an implied one as proposed, or a special written 
warranty as provided for under the Act of 1875. That it seems to me should be the first point which 
the proposed Select Committee should investigate, and in that connection I look upon the suggestions 
contained in your letter as most valuable. At present the position of the Bill is this I propose that 
after a formal second reading it should be referred to a Select Committee to take evidence on the whole 
question raised by it. To this course the Government has assented, but unfortunately a small number 
of members block my Bill whenever the second reading is moved, and so far I have been unable to 
make any progress with it. If your Committee could bring any influence to bear upon these 
gentlemen to induce them to allow the Bill to go before the Select Committee it would be an 
important step towards the remedy of the many injustices which occur under the existing law.

“(Signed) CHARLES CAMERON.”

COOLIE EMIGRATION.—A ship has been engaged to carry Coolie Emigrants from India to 
Jamaica and St. Lucia. Each of these Colonies will probably receive about 300 emigrants during the 
ensuing season.

Dr. COMINS’ REPORT.—In reply to an inquiry, a letter was received from the India Office, 
transmitting copy of a telegram from the Government of India, dated 15th April, 1803, stating 
“ Demerara Report nearly ready. The West Indies Report promised at the end of next month. No 
time will be lost in sending them on receipt. Delay'caused by Comins’ duties as Inspector-General 
of Jails, requiring much touring, leaving little leisure.” A copy of the report may therefore be 
expected almost immediately.

CHAGUARAMAS (TRINIDAD) SCHEME.—In reply to an inquiry as to the position of this 
matter, the following letter was received from the Colonial Office. “ 5th June.—I am directed to 
acquaint you that the matter is now before the Crown Agents for the Colonies for their Report, but th.it 
his Lordship will not be able to come to a final decision upon the questions raised by the Trinidad 
Chamber of Commerce, until the draft of the agreement with Mr. Siegert, which is being revised, has 
been again submitted to the Legislative Council. (Signed) EDWARD WINGFIELD."

BRITISH GUIANA QUESTIONS.—The new Governor, Sir Charles C. Lees, goes out by thb 
mail. Among the questions to be dealt with by His Excellency, the following may be mentioned — 
Op.mon is unanimous as to the want of labour and the necessity of keeping up an annual immigration 
of at least 5,000 from India. Owing to the drain of able-bodied labourers to the gold fields the estates 
must soon be entirely dependent upon the coolie labour. It is felt that the gold industry should provide 
for its own labour by immigration either from the West India Islands or from China, 'or contribute to 
the Immigration Fund. The royalty now exacted upon the gold finding is quite inadequate as a return 
for all the Government supervision and protection afforded. In 1891-2 the Revenue from gold was 
£ o,/29, but the whole of this is apparently absorbed in increased expenditure, without any relief to the 
taxpayers. No portion of this money goes to the maintenance of labour supply, and under the rule of 
Lord Gormanston and Sir Charles Bruce, a part of the revenue properly bJonging to the Immigradon 

und has been diverted to General Revenue. With regard to Sea Defences and Drainage, opinion is



favourable to a general Government scheme (District Boards having proved unsatisfactory) with possibly 

modifications as to assessment in the case of River Estates and Villages. The West India Association 
of Liverpool do not concur in this proposal. The attitude of the Government in regard to Estates’ 
Roads is also an important subject for consideration. The restrictions and extra unnecessary expenses 

imposed by the Rum Ordinance are strongly condemned, and the Ordinance is likely to prove 

unworkable. It may be expected that Sir C. Lees will give serious attention to this matter. The 
difficulties have been increased by the lamented death of Mr. Turner, the Chief Commissary, who was 

an able and energetic Government Official.

WEST INDIA TELEGRAPHS.—The position remains much the same as last reported. The 
Halifax and Bermudas Company wrote to the West India Company as to a business arrangement. 
The latter Company replied, that they merely referred to proposals, on Colonial account, to extend the 

transit rate now in operation with the Cuba Company to all interests generally. The Secretary has 

received no instructions to express any opinion. The Halifax Company want Imperial assistance to go 

to Jamaica, or, failing this, assistance from the merchants “ to place us in the same position with the 
monev they arc >pending at present.” It is difficult to follow the exact meaning of the last sentence. 
What the Colonics want is a cheaper system, with all the necessary elements of permanence. If the 

Halifax Company will formulate their demands in such a way as to be subject to a practical decision 

by the Wot Indian Legislatures, perhaps the question may advance to a solution.

MAIL NEW S.—The British Guiana Planters’ Association are seriously considering the question 
of labc>ur supply. Messrs. Pickford & Black, who run their Canadian steamers to Demerara monthly, 
have made a proposition for the introduction of Chinese emigrants. The cost, landed at Georgetown, 
would be 110 dollars per head. They would come by steamer to Vancouver B.C., thence by rail to Halifax, 
thence by Canadian steamers to Demerara. Cuba is said to be taking large numbers of these 
labourer . Of course, there are many points to be considered in connection with this scheme, and the 
view- <•! the Planters' Association by next mail will be welcome. A prospectus of the Barima Gold 
Mining Company, Limited, has been received ; capital 300,000 dollars, 60,000 shares at 5 dollars each. 
Mining and Placer Claims are to be acquired, the vendors accepting part payment in shares. In 
Antigua, the young crop continues to look well, but rain is much wanted. The weather in Trinidad, 

to the ;oth May, had been very wet,’the rainy season having evidently set in. Sugar-making was at 

an end for* the season.

SHIPMENTS JANUARY TO MAY (Inclusive).

Sugar.
Tons.

Rum.
Puns.

Coffee.
Lbs.

Cocoa.
Lbs.

Asphalte.
Tons.

British Guiana, .. 1893 • •• 17,33! 8,288
2,580

1892 ... 17,298 8,819 .

Trinidad 1893

1,892
... 35,041
... 30,223

214 6,080
8,040

4,650,010
13,256,090

5OJ31
49,217

Barbados ... 1893 • • 37,490
1892 .... 24,721

Gals.

Jamaica (to 31st March) 1893
1892

... 6,267

... 10,321

417,953
660,730

5i337^12
4,i99,85i

39b,933
136,664

Gold from British Guiana, 38,571 ozs., against 34,<300.



BEET CROP—Complaints are strong in France ,of the extraordinary dryness and groat heat. 
Local rains in some parts quite insufficient, while in other, none ha. fallen. Beet does not escape tins 

general calamity to agriculture, and presents itself under a sufficiently melancholy aspect. he crop, 
however, varies, some of the roots sown in good time not haying enured, and there - still the 

possibility of improvement with the desired weather. In Belgium and Holland similar unproved 

weather is desired. Austria has had partial and irregular rains. The .situation ha, improved p 

Bohemia, but in Germany it is less happy, the season being fairly favourable, but ram, not general 

enough. Mr. Licht’s report for June is not out—his figures remaining 3,402,000 for 1892-3. and 

3,501,920 for 1891-2. Estimate for 1893-4 not yet published.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES — (Clark, 8th June).—Europe and afloat from the Ea< lor Eu: pc .— 
907,000 tons, (against 1,098,000 ; United States 161,000, against 231.000 ; Cuba - --.oop, against 

309,000. Total 1,303,000, against 1,638,000. (Czarnikow, 15th June).—Europe and carg< 0 alb at to 

Europe.:—835.910, against i States ; ¥ 

170,000. Total 1,062,910, against 1,35^553-

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET 88 percent. (Czarnikow), 18/10U again-t 13 3 for vnnc time 

18'92 and 1^91.
noieioob ifijijmnq b m :;d o: -j: 'f,'n i: riji> hi -.vl-’c /• , n >

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First twenty-three weeks landings of Raw Sugar at four 
principal ports 356,744 tons against 377,352; Deliveries 355,040, against 359,558; Stock' ^.30^. 

against 123,380.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.) 
20th'May.—-Weather has been finer since last message^ and generally favourable lor the cultivation 
and grinding. (Per favour of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co.), 12th June —Showerv and um tiled. 
Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ltd.), 23rd May.—Wet ,'eason set in. 

(Per favour of Colonial Company, Ltd.), 31st May.-^The rainy season has set in. Ba-lai os (per 
favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). 23rd May.—Fine rains generally throughout the Inland. 
6th June.—Seasonable weather.

j.nioi mauon, coi rections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary, y^lso 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian ncw'papcr-. 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for tiling at the (Mfice. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be gla < to 

receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

OIO.CO^.L -■ O^G.d LIS.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 93

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

17TH July, 1893.

BRI I ISH GUIANA. SEA DEFENCES.—The Colonial Office forward to the committee 
a batch of important papers. The documents include: letter of the West India Committee 
to Lord Knutsford, 5th May, 1892 ; letter of Liverpool West India Association to Lord Knutsford 

24th May, 1892; despatch of Lord Knutsford to Lord Gormanston 20th day, 1892, calling- for a 
full report, the subject being- one of “grave importance”; a report by Mr. G. W. Dickson, 
Colonial Civil Engineer, 20th February, 1893, stating various objections to the general scheme 

proposed, but recommending the appointment of a committee to consider the general line to be 
adopted : despatch of Sir C. Bruce to Lord Ripon, 5th April, 1893, of which the following is an 

extract; “As Mr. Dickson has urgently pressed an application for leave, which I do not feel 
justified in refusing, the appointment of a commission must in any case be postponed, but I am 

inclined to think that it is advisable to limit the reference to a commission—if a comission is 
appointed—to the consideration of some definite scheme, and, particularly the distribution of the 

cost of execution and maintenance. In my despatch No. 9, of the 4th January, 1889, I explained 
the principles of the East and West Coast Sea Defences Ordinances. It is true that these 
Ordinances failed in practice, but the cause of failure is perfectly clear. It arose from the im
possibility of getting the proprietors of the Coast Estates to agree, and the consequent inability 
of the Comissioners to carry out the duties assigned to them. This was unanimously admitted 
when the Ordinances were repealed. But the general principles laid down in my despatch seem 
to me still perfectly sound and in accordance with the recommendations made in paragraphs 4 to 10 
of Mr. Dickson’s report. What proved defective in the operation of the Ordinances was the 
agency by which the principles were to be put in practice. What is necessary is to substitute the 
Governor-in-Council, or preferably, in my opinion, the Governor and the Court of Policy for the 
Commissioners provided by the Ordinance. The course that 1 venture to advise is the enactment 
of an Ordinance to provide for the units of Sea Defence included in the East and West Coast 
Sea Defences Ordinances, and, if it is thought advisable, for an additional unit including the 
Coast from Suddie to Hampton Court, in Essequebo, referred to in the 4th paragraph of Mr. 
Dickson’s report. The enactment should give the Governor and Court of Policy all the powers 
given to the Commissioners by the East and West Coast Sea Defences Ordinances, and it should 
contain provisions similar in spirit to the provisions of sections 119 to 123 of the Village 
Ordinance, giving the Governor and Court of Policy power to deal with loans and grants for 
the Sea Defence of the respective units authorised by the combined Court. After the passing of 
such an enactment the Government will probably with advantage appoint a commission to report on 
the method of assessment and the areas over wnich the liability of the Coast Estates and villages 
to assessment should extend. For instance an estate with a total area of say tooo acres may 
have a narrow sea front and great depth ; it would be for the Commission to report as to how 

such an estate should be assessed as compared with an estate of the same acreage



having a wide' sea Wdnt and lesser depth. In making this recommendation 1 venture

to anticipate that these units of sea defence might be at once adopted for drainage 
and sanitary purposes and eventually for purposes of local taxation generally. I find it 

impossible to reason myself into the belief that the villages as at present constituted are 

satisfactory units for any of these purposes.” Lord Ripon's decision is announced tn a 

despatch to Sir C. Lees as follows :—July 4th, 1893*
“On the papers before me, I am disposed to concur generally in Sir C. Bruce’s view of the 

method by which these defences should be kept up : that is to say, that the portion of the Colony 

affected should be divided into districts composed of all the polders, or estates, lying- within 
certain fixed limits, and that these should form units for purposes of sea defence ; that the power 
of determining the general lines and of superintending the details of defence should rest with the 

Colonial Government; but that the revenu e of the whole Colony should not be burdened with 

the expense, or part of the expense, of protecting the foreshore of a portion of the Colony. I am 

aware, however, that before you left to assume the government of the Colony you had interviews 
with the West India Committee and w th the leading estates owners in this country upon the 
subject, and that you may accordingly have suggestions to lay before me, which would be of 

importance in determining my final opinion on the question. I shall be glad, therefore, if you 

will bring the matter as soon as pos sible before the Executive Council, and unless, after consult

ing them, you see any objection to this course, if you will cause a draft ordinance to be prepared 

in accordance with Sir C. Bruce’s proposals, and have it published for general information before 

it is introduced into the Court of policy. While, as at present advised, I have doubts whether it 
is reasonable that the general revenue should contribute to the cost of the sea defences, except 
in respect of lands belonging to the Colony, which may be benefited by su h defences, I think 
that the Colonial Government may fairly assist those on whom the expenses fall by borrowing the 
whole or part of the cost of construction of the Defences, and advancing it at a low rate of 
interest, on the security of the rates to be assessed on the lands benefited, and you may include 
provisions of this character in any ordinance which may be drafted. If it be the case, as stated 
by the West India Committee, that the safety of Georgetown is dependent on the maintenance of 
the sea defences of contiguous estates, it seems proper that the municipal revenue shou i contri
bute to the cost of these defences; and I should wish you to consider and report on this point, 
which was not noticed in either Sir C. Bruce’s despatch or the Report of the Colonial Civil 
Engineer.”

DR. COMINS’ REPORT.—Information from India has induced the Committee to write 
as follows to the Under Secretary of State for India, nth July, 1893:—“We had the honour to 

receive the letter of Mr. Horace Walpole, written by direction of the Earl of Kimberley dated 
the 8th June last, informing us that his lordship had not then received from the Government of 
India the Report of Dr. Comins on his mission to the West Indies. May we venture to ask 

whether his Lordship would be pleased to inquire of the Government of India what is the reason 
of the delay in the ptoduction of the Report, considering that, as we are informed, the Govern- 

ment of India telegraphed to the Secretary of State on the 15th April last to the effect that the 
Report, both for Demerars and the West Indies, would be ready by the end of May.”

- IN°’A TELEGRAPHS—In continuation of the paragraph in circular 92 it may
be said that in reply to a suggestion from the Halifax Company for a business-like arrangement



w th the West India Company, the latter mention a projected undertaking to be called the 

rmu a extension Company. This projected undertaking the West India Company did not 
have in view when tney referred to “ proposals on Colonial account to extend the transit rate now 

with the Cuba Company to nil interests generally.” In writing to the Committee 
26th June, the West India Company say that they quite agree it would be advantageous to the 

o owes, to have cheaper telegraphic rates with a system as reliable as the present duplicated 
one. The question is at whose cost is it to be obtained ? ” The requirement as to reliable con

nection would not be fulfilled by a single line from Jamaica to Halifax, and the West India 
Company naturally go on to object to competition for the Jamaica subsidy. The West India 

Company again profess themselves willing to arrange low tariffs if a revenue were guaranteed 

sufficient to maintain the system and yield a very moderate return on capital. It is clear that 

such a proposal could be better discussed by the West Indian Legislatures than on this side.

The Halifax and Bermudas Cable Co., in connection with the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Co., are willing to extend the Bermuda Cable to Jamaica upon obtaining the inducement 

asked for; viz., a subsidy. The Halifax Company no doubt deserve credit for their enterprise. 
Accordingtotheirpublishedreportsthe  Company was formed in May, 1889, to establish communication 

between Halifax and the Bermudas or elsewhere. The Directors in 1890 were Sir Alex. Armstrong, 
Mr. L. H. Isaacs, M.P., Mr. J. W. Adamson, and Mr. T. G. H. Glynn. A favourable report was expected 
as to the first years’ traffic. The principal liabilities were the share capital of £50,000 and £120,000 

debentures. In September, 1891, the Directors were Sir A. Armstrong, Chairman, and Messrs. 

Isaacs, Glynn, Skinner, Hosmer, and Rippon, the latter (Mr. Joseph Rippon) being General 
Manager. The capital account, viz., £120,000 at 4^ first mortgage debenturesand £50,000 fully 
paid shares remained as above, £168,000 had been paid for and in connection with the cable. 
The shares held by the International Cable Company, the promoters, were acquired by Mr. 
Thomas Skinner, of London (largely interested in Canada), and Mr. C. Hosmer, of Montreal. 
The Report for ye^r ending June, 1892, showed a profit on working of £1,261, which the Directors 
report as satisfactory. The claims of the Construction Company had been discharged and all 
open matters with the International Cable Company finally adjusted. Sir A. Armstrong and 
Mr. Isaacs retired from the Directorate on the ground of economy. A sum of £1,714 is credited 
as “ proportion of subsidy accrued due to date.” The Company therefore is in working order 
but no opinion can be expressed here as to demands for West Indian Subsidies for projected 
extensions; the matter, as stated above, being for the Colonies to determine.

Proposals are being submitted to the Spanish Cortes for a cable between Cuba, the 
Bahamas, and Bermuda, by a gentleman who has been long identified with telegraphic enter
prise. A special Committee has been appointed to report on the bill prior to its passage 
through both houses at Madrid. It is contemplated that the Azores may also be brought into 
the connection. At present there does not seem any cable connecting the Azores, telegrams 

being sent by post from Lisbon.
THE CHAGUARAMAS SCHEME.—Some friendly criticism, to which no objection could 

be taken has been expressed in the Trinidad Council in respect of the action taken by the West 
India Committee in this matter. It may be explained, however, that the information received from 
the Colony was very full and precise and the only object of the CommUtee was to secure at the 

instance of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, a full cons.deration of all the facts of the case.



A review of the correspondence would lead to the belief that the decision, whatever it may be, 

will be founded upon a complete knowledge of all the different views entertained injthe Co ony. 

The West India Committee expressed no decided opinion, thinking it was amatter forthe Co ony.
MAIL NEWS,—June 28th, British Guiana Combined Court sanctioned the construction 

of a light Railway to Connect the Demerara and Essequibo Rivers; continued rain was beginning 

to tell on cultivation. The Barbados Government appear to be willing to establish Emigration to 
Guiana. Trinidad The deepening of the water in the Harbour is recommended by the Select 

Committee to be done by dredging. The best means of dealing with soft mud appears to be by 
centrifugal pumps, and they are recommended to be tried, the work being contracted for after 

tender. The cost is expected to amount to £11,500. The Government, however, are in favour 

of reclamation at a greatly increased cost, instead of dredging. The reconstitution of the Central 

Agricultural Board upon a really representative basis would result in very useful work and be 

generally approved. Jamaica. Coffee crop prospects favourable, rain very beneficial. Cocoa 
small supply at reduced prices. Trade depressed owing to no cro^s at market. Fruit in fair 

demand at lower prices with declining market abroad. Antigua. More favourable weather, good 
rains have checked damage to growing crop and with further rains prospects will be satisfactory.

SHIPMENTS, JANUARY TO JUNE.

Barbados 1893.-51,410

SufgaV! Rum. Coffee. Cocoa. Asphalte.

Tons. Puns. lbs. Ibs. tons
British Guiana 1893.—28.538 8.493 i3,93C 3,528

i892.--33.432 >0,539 5,322 2,583
Trinidad 1893.—38 245 220. 6,720 6,786,060 r‘ .849

1892.-36,057 6. 11,880 i4,55o,8io 59.797

1892—38,816
Jamaica (advices to date not received).

Gold from British Guiana 57,797 ozs. against 50,352.
BEET CROP.-Up to July 5th the prospects of the crops of Russia, Austria, Hungary 

and Germany, excepting the South Western Districts, are said to be good, but the amount 
of rainfall to that date was quite insufficient for South West Germany, France and Belgium, 
and the damage done in these countries by drought is irreparable. .Strong complaints still 
come from France of heat and dryness; on all sides rain is desired especially for the first 
beets sown which are good in appearance, but their quantity is small as compared with the 
whole. In some districts there will be a deficit of 30 to 40 per cent. In Holland, Belgium 
and Austria reports are of unequal crops. Germany is better but still abundant rains are 
wanted. In Russia there will be an abundant crop. On the whole the crop will be 

satisfactory in the East of Europe and very deficient in the West. Mr. Licht’s report for July 
is not out. (The rains of the last few days have, of course, improved outlook).

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Clark, 8th July). —Europe and afloat from the East for Europe • 

744,000 tons against 945,000; United States and afloat to United States i56,ooo against 238 000 • 
Havana 21 1,000 against 250,000. Total 1,111,000 tons against 1,433,000. (Czarinkow 13 Jul/ 
Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe :-679,243 tons against 884902 ; United States 106000 

against 157,435 J Havana 122,000 against t34,000. Total 907,243 tons against 1 r76 337



SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—First twenty-seven weeks landings of Raw Sugar 
at four principal parts 421,503 tons against 446,404 ; Deliveries 415,935 against 422,227, Stocks 
102,169 against 129,763.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET 88 per cent, (Czarnikow), 17s. 9d. against 12s. 6d. for 
same time 1892.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co), 
june 24th: — Heavy rains continue; the cultivation is not yet suffering but finer weather would 
be acceptable. 3rd July—Finer weather last few days—12th, Finer weather since last message. 
(Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co-) 29th June.—Heavy rain continues, 
fine weather wanted. Antigua (per favour of Geo. G. Macandrew, Esq.,) 29th June.—Good 
rains have fallen generally to extent of I|-inches since last Mail. Trinidad (per favour of 
Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Limited.) 27th June—Weather too wet. 6th July—Weather 
good for growing canes. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). 20th June— 
Fine rains generally throughout the Island. 4th July—Seasonable weather.

Information, corrections, &c , relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. 
Also, subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and 
other papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic 
advices with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West 
Indian newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the 
Secretary for filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send 

their addresses to this office.
(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 

glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments 

n Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 94.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

14th August, 1893.

SUGAR CANE DISEASE.—Kew Bulletin for July contains some information on this disease as 
distinguished from the attacks of borers. Mr. ThiseltQn Dyer writes to Colonial Office, stating that he 
intrusted a complete series of diseased Canes, received from Mr. Bovell, of Barbados, to Mr. George 
Massee, a well known expert in Mycology, who made, a careful study of them at Kew. Mr. Massee’s 
preliminary report is given. Mr. Dyer, summarises the conclusions as follows;—(i) The disease is due 
to a fungus, a species of Trichosphceria ; this, like many allied minute fungi, has the peculiarity of 
possessing more than one reproductive phase. These different phases have, been mistaken for distinct 
fungi, but as a matter of fact they are not so, but are capable of reproducing one another. (2) The 
Trichosphceria is evidently a very destructive parasite. It can effect a lodgment on the young leaves 
of the Sugar Cane, but not on the mature ones. But it readily takes advantage of any wound,,such as 
is produced by the removal of young shoots, or by the different kinds of borers. It is this latter 
circumstance which has led the malady which the fungus, produces to be regarded as having some 
connection with the borers. Mr. Dyer proceeds: No practical .remedy can be suggested to, check the 
progress of the disease beyond the “ cutting out ” and the careful destruction by burning 08 every diseased 
Cane.

BRITISH GUIANA IMMIGRATION.—It, is proposed to address the Secretary of State to 
express the anxiety which is felt in respect of the supply of labour,, especially in view of the absorption 
of labourers by the gold industry. This new industry is one which is no less favourably regarded on 
this side than in the Colony, and its development is to be much desired as adding to the wealth and 
resources, of the Colony. At the same time, there must be, for a longer or shorter period, a dislocation 
of labour, and it is proposed to urge upon the Secretary of State, that a larger number of immigrants 
from India should be introduced. This, of course, depends practically upon the requisitions from 
planters, as it is understood the Colonial Government are disposed, as in this season, to secure the 
introduction of all that may be applied for. This action by the Committee is quite in accordance with 
the suggestions contained in the letter of Mr.B. Howell Jones, who has been elected Chairman of the 
Planters’ Association, to the Secretary of that body, dated 20th July, 1893. The difficulties in the 
way of Chinese immigration, as pointed out by Mr. Howell Jones, are fully appreciated, and the 
matter is really one for the consideration of the Planters’ Association, who have decided to write to 
the Government, with regard to Messrs. Pickford & Black’s proposal to introduce Chinese, to the 
effect that “ the subject has the hearty support of the Association, and it is hoped that the Government 
will see its way to introducing a batch of these immigrants as a trial.”



Dr COMINS’ REPORT—The letter addressed to the India Office, printed in last circular, 

produced no result, and it was therefore decided to have the following question put in Parliament 
"Mr Gilliat • To ask the Under-Secretary of State for India whether Surgeon-Major Deane Comms, 
p^ect^E^^^&cutta, was instructed by the Government of India, in the early part of the 
year 1891, to proceed on an official visit to the British and Foreign Colonies in the West Indies, and 
to report upon the condition of the Coolie immigrants in those Colonies. Whether as the result of 
repeated applications to Her Majesty’s Government, the Government of India telegraphed to the India 
Office, on the «h April, 1893, that Comms’ Repprfc/were nearly ready, and that no time would be 
lost in sending them on receipt. Whether the Reports have yet been received and transmitted by the 
Government of India to the Secretary of State, and if not, what is the reason of the delay which has 
occurred in connection with them.” The answer was : Reports not yet received owing to Dr. Comins’ 

want of' leisure.

.WEST INDIA TELEGRAPHS.—This subject is likely to excite such great attention in the 
near future, that every desire naturally exists that no misconception should arise as to the exact views 
of the parties interested. In referring to last circular, No. 93, Mr. R. T. Brown, Secretary of the 
West India Company, writes :—“ What my Company intended to convey was, that if the Colonies 
would help it to bear the loss that would be caused by a competing line, subsidized, from Jamaica to 
Halifax, it was willing to extend its transit rate to such a conipetition and to all interests generally. 
It naturally enough is not prepared to offer low rates a*nd facilities to a projected Company called 
the ‘ Bermuda Extension Company,’ and thereby assist in promoting an undertaking which 
would probably seriously' endanger this Company’s power 6f maintaining the communication 
throughout the Caribbean Sea. But it is willing to receive proposals from the Colonies for reducing 
rates either on the existing cables/ or by the proposed new route vid Bermuda.” The letter goes on to 
regret that the last circular “makes no mention of the governing fact that the West India Company, 
after paying irregularly the interest on the capital expended in giving the Colonies a double line of 
cables—which was not contemplated when the enterprise was started—has only divided an aggregate 
amount of 6s. 3d. per ^10 share during the 24 years of its existence. It might also be conducive to a 
fair judgment on the question to state that the West India Company performs services which are 
unknown to any other British Telegraph Company, though there are several enjoying subsidies, which, 
both in amounts and terms of contract, are far more liberal than those given in the West Indies. 
Something might be done towards giving greater satisfaction to the West Indian public if the terms of 

our contracts could be brought into unison with those adopted in numerous instances by Her Majesty’s 
Government, the Australian and Cape Governments, as well as by the Foreign Governments which 
subsidize English cables;” and the letter concludes by suggesting that “ more business-like arrangements 
between the Colonies and the Company would give more scope for' the natural development of the 
Company’s business, which is now checked by obligations -exceptionally onerous and inconsistent with 
the proper functions of a Telegraph Company, and would probably lead in the direction of that 
reduction of rates which has been followed by all Telegraph Companies fairly supported by the publics 
they serve. The above extracts are simply given for the information of Members, and are printed 
without comment. r

.. M T?x? GU^A SEA DEFENCES-West India Committee to Colonial Office, ard August
y Lord Marquess I have the honour to acknowledge on behalf of the West India Committee the 

receipt of the Hon R. H. Meadrfs letter of the 5th July last, transmitting, by the. direction of vom 
.Lordship, copies of the following Papers:-(i) Sessional Paper laid before the Combined cLrt 

inCBritinsh 20th February, 189.3, upon the. subject of Sea Defence
m Brjtis^. Guiana ; (2.) Copy Despatch by Sir ,C. Bruce.to your, Lordship, dated ,th April 189’ 
and (3) Copy of a Despatch from your Lordship to Sir C. Lees, dated Hie 4th lulv 1801 L t 1 ''

gw.. lh„ Si, c. Br„ „ h the vjew m v>”



of His Excellency’sand th C °n ™ a aw s ould be passed substituting tL'Governor-in-Council or the Governor 
and the Court of Policy for the CommfeStOTrnr^rttr-regard to this, our impression is that the 

v^h^Councjl^hguld begged, and could ^,Bg doubt as to His Excellency obtaining 
the best Advice on practical questions of details I(3) We.«hirikthat the principle as stated in the 
and par of your Lordship’s Despatch of 4th JolyAvould be generally acceptable, vizr, that pOtdirs or 
estates lying within certain fixed limits should, Wformed into districts, and that these should form 
units or the purpose of Sea Defence, and should be arranged as soon as possible for the four units, 
viz., East Coast, West Coast, Berbice and Essequebo, although, as regards Berbice there is no present 
prospect of any expenditure being required. But we trust that upon further consideration of the 
matter your Lordship would be pleased to consent to a certain amount of assistance being given in 
some form or another to the District Funds from the Colonial Revenue, as the maintenance of Sea 
Defences is a work that concerns the general welfare and security of the Colony; and we may 
especially call your Lordship’s attention to the fact that unless the Sea Defences are maintained the 
Public Roads of the Colony would become useless. Apart from this point, we think that your 
Lordships suggestion for the raising of a Loan, as stated in your Despatch, would be acceptable.

ith regard to this matter, a suggestion has been made, and it is one worthy of consideration, that 
the Government should take upon itself the maintenance of the Sea Defences, subject -to the estates 
concerned agreeing to an assessment on some equitable basis, such assessment to be’ payable over a 
period of, say, 30 years. Upon this assessment the Government would recoup the cost of a Loan from 
which to defray the cost of the Defences. In other words, that in lieu of the estates being called upon 
Xo defray expenses incurred from time to time, they should become liable, once for all, .for a 
definite amount, the Government agreeing in consideration of this amount, to become liable 
for such maintenance as may become necessary. If the Government thus became financially responsible 
there would be every inducement on its part, while having every power to do the work, qr obtain the 
work being done effectively, to do it as economically as possible. One of the questions which would 
come before the Governor-in-Council and any Committee of Advice which might be formed, would be 
as to whether the work should be done by the Government itself, or by the estates under the certificate 
of the Colonial Civil Engineer. In ordinary circumstances the Estates would probably do the work 
more cheaply than the Government. (4) We shall be glad to receive a copy of the draft Ordinance at 
your Lordship’s convenience as soon as it is prepared, and if your Lordship would be pleaded to 
approve, it might be useful for us to conxmunicqte with Mr. Dickson during his leaye in this country. 
(5) With regard to the letter of the West India Association of. Liverpool, dated the 24th May, 1892, and 
the further letter which they have recently addressed to your Lordship, we have, only the following 
remarks to make. We demur, of course, to the statement that the present Law has proved adequate, 
and that a coast line of 280 miles long has to be defended. The coast line for sea defence purposes 
would not be more than 60 to 70 miles. With regard to the difference of value between River Estates 
and Sea Coast Estates, the liability of the latter for Sea Defence is of course always an item m value, 
and it therefore would appear to be right that River Estates which are not affected should not be 
subject to immediate or direct assessment, but only indirectly through any contribution from the

General Revenue ”
(Signed) N. LUBBOCK,

Chairman,
_ . f,. rq /rL fr> -TBluoirrE^ oahs ; nob^bLnoo ?ol znoiniqo bus noitcrmorm

THE ENGLISH ADDRESS TO THE BISHOP OF BRITISH GUIANA.-Contributions 
towards the special fund for the payment of expenses in connection with this movement have been received 
from Mrs. Andrew Hunter, Mr. R. J. Kelly, Mr. H. K. Davson, Mr. Thomas Porter, Mrs. L. Manget, 

Mr. N. Cox, Revd. W. G. G. Austin.



SHIPMENTS JANUARY TO JULY.
) *

gn

Sugar.
Tons.

Rum.
Puns.

British Guiana ... 1893 ■... 31,293 8,962

sdi bi 1892 .••31,633 10,853

Trinidad ... ... 1893 ... 42,669 355
1892 38,945 11

Barbados ... ... 1893 ••• 54,796

Coffee. Cocoa.
Lbs. Lbs.

3,528
2,580

6,720 10,047,000
13,480 16,335,810

Asphalte 
Tons.

63,039
66,884

SUGAR CROPS.—The sun and rain of the last fortnight have been very beneficial to the Beet 
in France. The situation, as regards the first sowings, has very much improved, but upon the wh< Ie 
the French prospects remain as. before, that is, a part of the crop promises a good yield, the rest will 
give but feeble results, repeating practically the experience of 1892. In the other countries the 
situation is much improved by the weather. Germany has made great progress during the last 
fortnight. Austria, Hungary, Belgium, Holland and Russia also send good reports. In short, the 
general European crop is well spoken of, although the dryness must leave .ineffaceable traces in many 
countries. Mr. Lichts’ last estimate. (July) is 3,412,000 for 1892-3, against 3,501,920 in iSh-2. 
Estimates of growing crop not to hand. (Clark)—Total Cane crop 1892-3, 2,685,000, against 2^0^,000. 
Total Cane and Beet, 6,097,000 tons in 1892-3, against 6,310,000 in 1891-2.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES—(Clark, 8th August).—Europe and afloat from the East for Europe :— 
590,000 tons against 757,000 ; United States and afloat to United States 149,000, against 23^.000 : 
Havana 168,600, against 17'3,000. Total 907,000 tons, against 1,166,600. (Czarnikow. 10th August). 
—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 514,492 tons, against 670,541 ; United States 97,000. against 
155,912 ; Havana 115,000, against 105,000. Total 726,492 tons, against 931,453.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1893—480,390, against 514,296. Deliveries 
for 1893—476,009, against 489,405. Stocks for 1893—100,982, against 130,477. •

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET 88 per cent. (Czarnikow), 16/1^, against 13/ii for same time 1- )2.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.) 
22nd July.—Weather unsettled. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.\ nth 
August.—Weather continues wet, with intervals of fine days. Barbados’ (per favour of 
Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller), 18th July.—Seasonable weather. 1st August.—Seasonable weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more frill and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 95.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.

Uth September, 1893.
Due nVofi^ to the holidays there have been no recent Meetings.
L>ue notice will be given of the resumption of Meetings. *

t rh°> REPORT.—The question and answer in the House of Commons were submitted
n Charles Elliott, the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, now in England. His Excellency had 

received some reports from Dr. Comins, and had sent them on to the Government of India, but he 
would write at once to the Chief Secretary of the Bengal Government. AU such reports would be sent 
at once to the Supreme Government.

IMMIGRATION.—A gopd deal of interest is taken in the arrangements for the ensuing and 
subsequent seasons. A proposal was made that an influential member of the Trinidad Council should 
proceed to Demerara to exchange views with regard to terms of future contracts, but owing to the 
proceedings of the Trinidad Government nothing was done. So far as Trinidad is concerned, the 
matter seems still suspended. The Immigration Committee, on the 7th August, passed a resolution 
that for three years of the proposed Contract the minimum number of Coolies to be introduced be 
fixed at 2,500, and the minimum number of return Coolies at 600. This resolution came before the 
Council on 21st August, and the consideration of it was apparently adjourned. The British Guiana 
advertisement for the next three years contract, has riot yet been issued, pending despatches from the 
Colonial'Government. There is nd doubt that the whole question of these Contracts deserves ful 
consideration, and that the opportunity has now come for putting it upon a more satisfactory basis 
for the Colonies.

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, August 23rd.—The Demerara Railway Company have accepted 
the Government terms for ah extension to Berbice. The route of proposed railway between the 
Demerara and Essequebo Rivers is to be reported on by the Colonial Civil Engineer. A Bill has been 
read a first time in the Court of Policy, rendered necessary by the transfer of the cost of maintenance 
of the Estates roads to the Colony. The Court passed a Resolution recommending a bounty of $25 
per adult be paid to anyone who will, within twelve months, bring into the Colony, under such 
conditions of contract of service and otherwise as may be fixed by the Governor-in-Council, any 
number of Chinese up to 5,000 who may be suitable labourers either for the Cane field or the Gold 
industry. Dry weather is reported to have set in on August 15th. Trinidad, August 23rd.—The 
weather was drier during past fortnight, and this was a welcome and favourable change after the late 
heavy rains; all cultivation was looking well. (No telegram since above date has been received.) 
The total output of Sugar crop is estimated at 47,000 tons. Jamaica.—Trade depressed until crops 
come to market. A fair crop of Pimento is expected. Coffee is expected at market very early this 
year, and prospects are good. Antigua.—Weather variable and stormy, and on two occasions 
threatening. Rain was still wanted all over the Island. Nevis has had a gale, but no damage done.

SHIPMENTS JANUARY TO AUGUST.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—No estimates, in figures, have yet been put forward for the Beet crop 
f 1803-4, but Mr- Licht, in his circular of 26th August, says, according to the present state of affairs,

Sugar.
Tons.

Rum. 
Puns.

Coffee. 
Lbs.

Cocoa.
Lbs. ,

Asphalte.
Tons.

British Guiana ... 1893 ... 39,080 IO,l66 3,528

1892 ... 40,246 I3T75 3,804

Trinidad ... 1893 ... 43 >2? 2 527 6,720 12,455,730 70,949

1892 ... 41,477 II 15,080 18,194,080 7LIO3

Barbados ... 1893 .. 64,658
1892 ... 52,446



the new campaign preliminarily gives hopes of a minus of about 90,000 tons against its predecessor

The following are the latest figures published 
1892-3. 1891-2. 1890-1.

Germany ... •••
Austria ...

1,225,000
800,000

... 1,198^156
786,566

i,33L965

778»473

France ... T •• 590,000 650,377 694,037

Russia 450,000 ... 550,994 544,162

Belgium... 180,000 180,377 205,623

Holland ... ................ 70,000 46,815 76,635

Other Countries 97,000 88^35 80,000

Total 3,412,000 ... 3,501,920 13,710,895 Tons.

The weather has been hot and dry in France, with occasional favourable times. Rain is sUU 

wanted. In Holland and Belgium, as in France, the crops are still uncertain. In Germany, rains 
have fallen. Upon the whole, German reports are favourable for an average crop. Owing to financial 

crisis in United States, retailers have reduced their purchases, and refiners have restricted operations. 
The market for raw in United States is not, therefore, so strong. German Beet, to the extent of over 
60,000 tons, was to be sent to United States and Canada during August and September, thus reducing 
European stocks. Latest estimates of Beet, 1893-4, are still very various, ranging from below last 

c'arhpaign to very considerably above it.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 26th August).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe :—463,491, 
against 575,645 • United States 78,000, against 139,9^3 5 Havana 114,808, against 106,680 ; floating to 
North America 36,466, against 37,57°’ Total 692,765* against 850,878. (Czarnikow, 7th September). 
Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 432,695 tons,, against 522,950 ; United States 63,000, against 
96,819 ; Havana 106,000, against 62,000. Total 601,695 tons, against 681,769. (Clark, 8th September). 
—Europe, and afloat from the East for Europe :—477,000 tons, against 586,000 ; United States, 63,000, 
against 97,000 ; afloat to United States 40,000, against 60,000 ; Havana 150,000, against 100,000.
Total 730,000 tons, against 843,000.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1893, 514,052. tons, against 553,526.
Deliveries for 1893, 515,371, against 533,073. Stocks for 1893, 95,282, against 126,039.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—Eighty-eight per cent. (Czarnikow), 14/4$, against 13/bJ for 
same time 1892.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 
22nd August—Weather dry. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 2nd September 
—Dry weather appears to have set- in. (Per favour of Colonial Company, Limited), 
7th September—Fine, with occasional light showers. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnlev 
and Co., Limited), 17th August—Weather favourable. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson 
and Gaviller), 15th August-—Heavy rains generally throughout the Island ; 29th—Seasonable 
Weather.

THE ENGLISH ADDRESS TO THE BISHOP OF BRITISH GUIANA.-In continuation 
of list in last Circular, the following subscriptions have been received :—Dr. M. Shannon M.D., 
Mr. A. J. Pitman.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular fora year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office;

(Note. In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

D JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 96.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

9th October, 1893.
,, $R' C^A1INS'—The' Colonial Office forward the following papers. Notejdated 28 th December, 

on the abolition of return passages to East Indian immigrants from the Colonies of Trinidad and 
British Guiana, by Surgeon-Major D. W. D. Comins, on special duty m the English and Foreign 
Colonies • with an appendix containing official and other statements furnished to him in the Colonies :

Despatch from the Bengal Government to the Government of India, 9th March, 1893, forwarding 
the note, ana expressing the approval of the Lieutenant-Governor of return immigrants paying a fixed 

proportion of the passage money. Report by Dr. R. Macleod, Protector of emigrants, at Calcutta, to 
the Bengal Government, agreeing that Immigrants should so contribute, and suggesting that the 
Colonies, by offering land grants and other inducements, should aid in the permanent settlement of the 
people. Despatch from Madrasr Government to Government of India, with report from Protector 

at Madras. , Despatch from Government of'NAV. Provinces and Oudh' to Government" of India. 
Other Official papers are included, but the most important is, the Despatch of the Viceroy (The 
Marquis’of Lansdowne), signed by Uis Excellency and’ Council, to the Earl of Kimberley, Secretary of 
State for India, dated Simla, 15th August, 1893, of which the following is. a copy -

“My Lord.—With reference to our despatch, No. 26, of the nth March, 1891, wehay^ the 
honour to forward a copy of a note by Surgeon-Major Comins, on the abolition of the return passages at 
present required to be provided for East Indian Immigrants by the Colonies of Trinidad and British 
Guiana, as well as a copy of otir correspondence with the Local Governments Concerned oh the subject 
of the recoinmendatioris made in the ri&te.

“ 2.—We see no objection to a.system under which the Agents for a particular Colony might refuse 
to engage labourers, who have previously proceeded to that Colony, and returned, except upon the 

condition that such labourers shall have no right to a free return passage-

“ 3.——As regards.others, who may ip future, emigrate to the two Colonjes .above-name^h w^ are ready 
to allow that a . substantial, though not. excessiye, contribution, towards the price, of a return .passage 
mav reasonably be required from all who have money, and we would,fix the amount at QncTfQur.tl^.9i 
the passage-money for men,, ando/zt? s^xth for women.. Destitute, and disabled.persons must, ho^eyer, 
be returned free, and persons dependent on labourers must be allowed a. free passage s .along with the 

persons on whom they are dependent. . ■ ?
__ We* trust that these proposals will be approved by your Lordship and the Colonial 

Authorities, and we shall be willing^ on receiving advice of such approval, to arrange for their 
immediate adoption so far as concerns the Colonies of Trinidad and British Guiana.”

The consensus of opinion among the Governments of India and the Supreme Government is 
annarent and the attention which has thus, been officially d'rawn in India, to the emigration to British 
Colonies’cannot fail to have beneficial results. Dr. Conlins’ “ Note ” commences w> th an account of 
the history of back passage. He traces it back to Lord Stanley s despatch of 1S42, concerning 
emigration to Mauritius. While, however, back passage »» not retained for Mauritius, it was for the 
S Indies Sir P. Wodehouse’s Ordinance of ^54 (B. Guiana) recogmsed Immigran s. payments 

for back passage, but the plan was not carried out, . “ The principle, that
towards the return passage was, however, fully recognised and agreed to by the Home Government. 
The further history of the subject is given in some detail. Sir Richard Temple, Lieut.-Gpverppr 

of Bengal in a Minute, in that to. altogether would ne doubtful
justice and people coming back with their pocket full of earnings jnduces others to try their chances. 
Bu he mXrity will remain, sacs Sir R. Temple; and Dr. Comins adds, ■‘that the people who

irih remain in Trinidad and Demcrara how greatly they appreciate the advantages they 
f - In further dealing with the question, the point comes out strongly that a certain

Conlies are as recruiters, and this the ^n of the British Guianj



Commit on in t889. Would the withdrawal of the right to a free return passage
act as a deterrent to emigration? asks Dr. Comins. The question is extremely important and is 
discussed from several points of view.-, “ The. Colonial Emigration Agents, who know the condition of 
Immigrants in the Colonies as“welfas in India, think that the change might be made without checking 
the flow df etriigfation." A good deal* testimony is then adduced as to the proposals in the Colonies to 
give inducements, Wch as land grants, to Emigrants to remain. The savings taken back by the Coolies 
are prominently mentioned, as well as the satisfactory position of those who remain. In both 

Trinidad and Demerara an industrious and steady man can rapidly save money and soon acquire a 
position of independence; and in many'cases they become most wealthy and influential. Free Coohes 
in Trinidad have purchased over 38,000 acres of crown land, besides the numerous properties they have 
bought from private individuals, and many of these Cacao and Rice farms arc- extraordinarily rich in 
production and bring m large revenues. Coolie settlers are often largely interested in the cultivation 
of Sugar Cane on their own account or for the proprietors, and make considerable sums of money 
thereby. In British Guiana, Coolies Own land valued at §300,000 or S400.000. on which they grow 
rice or other crops and graze their cattle, of, which Coolies working on estates own over 20,000, also 
c,ooo sheep and goats, pigs and fowls, horses, mules and donkeys. A number of other statements are 
then made showing the satisfactory condition of the Coolie population, and the “Note closes as 
follows: “The following tables show the riches acquired by these humble people in Trinidad and 
bemerara, and anyone who has seen them in their new homes, surrounded by evidences of comfort and. 
prosperity, must be convinced that they have found a place far superior to India, which, if no temptations 
were offered them, they would never in their own interests quit/’

TRINIDAD.—The following letter has been addressed to Lord Ripon :

)( ^ r.> ‘ d /" -h; • । • ■ . : . 19September, 1893.
My Lord Marquess.—Being very largely interested in Trinidad, we beg to express to your Lordship 

our great anxiety with regard to the present position and future arrangements of Coolie Immigration 
into that Colony. The following is an extract from the proceedings of the Immigration Committee, 
presided over by Mr. Mitchell, the Protector of Immigrants, on the 7th August, 1893:—“ The despatch of 
the Secretary of State ‘Emigration’ of 18th July, 1893, was submitted to the Committee, and it 

was decided on the motion of Mr. Lange, seconded by Mf. Fenwick, that for three years of the proposed 
contract the miniinum number of Coolies'to be introduced be fixed at 2,500, and the minimum number 
of return Coolies' at 600. Mr. Guppy dissented. The Chairman moved as an amendment that the 
minimum number to be introduced be fixed at 1,500. This was nut seconded.” The demand for Coolie 
labour is so urgent in order to maintain the' cultivation, that the above minimum of 2," 00 is 
absolutely required. It is also riecessary that a minimum of this number (or any other that may be 
decided upon) should be fixed as a guide or guarantee to shippers tendering.’ Otherwise, with a fluctuating 
and uncertain number requisitioned in each year, no shipowners would compete in tendering, and the 
Immigration interests of the Colony would be at the mercy of a single tenderer, who would have practically 
a monopoly of the business and be able to exact increased tetms for passage. At the Meeting of the 
Council, however, on August 23rd, the officials voting against the motion, there was an equality of 
votes, and the Administrator refusing to give his casting vote, the question of a minimum remained 
undecided, and this essential basis for a satisfactory Contract was not agreed to. The unofficial 
Members gave notice of protest, but ultimately decided to address a lettef to your Lordship which it 
was hoped the Administrator would forward by the same Mail as his Despatch reporting the proceedings 
of Council. We beg respectfully to take the liberty of enclosing a copy of this letter, in order to 
justify us m saying that we cordially agree with its contents, and we trust that it will receive1 your 
Lordship’s favourable consideration. We would farther humbly say 'that we think we have grave 

reason to complain of the attitude assumed by the present administration of Trinidad towards Coolie 
Immigration. For instance, the action of the Protector of Immigrants in Council was in direct 
contradiction to the Report of the Immigration Committee of which he is Chairman. Your Lordship 
is aware that it is entirely owing to Coolie Immigration that capital has been invested and the leading 

le : /d/ S"Ch Imm«ration now stopped there is no doubt that there would

-r ?- ”rto“"y *

Colony. A ta



by theoo,n d° "“* * its industry and are not su^
L rh .°r Sympathy Of the immunity at large, and have nothing to lose in view^f the 
Ranges they seek to bring about. Any weight they may seem to possess is derived Zm 1 

inexplicable attitude and declarations of some of the official members of Council ; but we humMy 
trust that the result of the present discussion will be to continue the system of immiXtZ^ 

E" to all classes. We beg further to say, that the Report of Dr. Comins, late the. Protector of 
' igrants at Calcutta, upon his visit to the coolie-receiving Colonies of the West Indies, will no doubt 

soon be in your lordship's hands, and we hope this may contain suggestions which will tend to bring 
about more satisfactory arrangements in regard to the immigration.

(Signed by all the Trinidad Firms in England and Scotland.)

The following is the reply.—11 Colonial Office, 25th September, 1 $93.—I am directed by the 
Marquess of Ripon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the lath of September, with reference 
to the present position and future arrangement of Coolie Immigration into Trinidad.

“In reply, I am to state that I .ord Ripon has instructed the Crown Agents in calling for tenders for 
a contract for three years to guarantee payment for the conveyance of a minimum number of 1,500 
Coolies from Calcutta to Trinidad in each year, and I am to add, that while his Lordship has thought 
it right that the Colonial Government should not bind itself to a greater extent for a period of three 
years, he doesT not intend by this decision to discourage or check the system, of Coolie Immigration to 
the Colony. , . ;

“ (Signed) Edward Wingfield.”

WEST INDIA TELEGRAPHS.;—A letter has been received, dated 9th September y from 
Mr. J. Gardiner Austin, Junr., Chairman of the Commercial Hall, Barbados, enclosing copy of a letter 
addressed to the West India and Panama Telegraph Company, and asking the co-operation of the West 
India Committee in the proposals therein contained. There is no space ill,this circular for a full 
reprint of this letter to the Telegraph Company, but the following are its principal points:—A 
reduction of rates is’ advocated ; Barbados gives more traffic than leeward stations which have lower 
rates ; the high rates prevent use of cable ; Barbados is a shipping centre, and the high rates outweigh 
the geographical advantages of the Port; the Intercolonial trade cannot afford to pay such high cable 
rates, competition being keen and the margin of profits too small to permit of wiring ; imports and 
exports are bought and sold by cable, the cost of telegrams being out of proportion to the profits 
earned ; the business now contributed from the West Indies, and Barbados in particular, is no uncertain 
factor and any Cable Company could make sure of a large income especially if rates were lower ; the 
question is also important for the Cuba Company, if it wishes to maintain its position, and their charges 
should be reduced ■ Barbados should have specially reduced rates to all points beyond the Windward 
Islands, a rate not exceeding that enjoyed by St. Thomas ; the Bermuda and Halifax Cable Extension 
Company should be communicated with as to connecting the two systems ; altogether a cheaper tariff 
is to be desired. The.above letter from the Commercial Hall will be considered by the West India 

Committee at their next Meeting.
BRITISH GUIANA—Various important papers have been received from the British Guiana 

Planters’ Association. These will be dealt with in next circular. The papers are as follow : Letter 
Mist August, 1893) from the Association to the British Guiana Government on the general labour 
supply, and making suggestions on immigration matters. Letter from Assoctatton to Immigration 
Ajen*General (14th September) on class of immigrants recently introduced. Copy despatch of 
Sif James Hay, Governor of Barbados, to Sir C. C. Lees, Governor of British Guiana (25th August) 
on Barbadian emigration to British Guiana. Report of Immigration Agent-General for year 1892-3. 
Court of Policy Sessional (printed) Paper, correspondence relating to emigration from Barbados.
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SHIPMENTS JANUARY TO SEP I EMBER.

ri- r-ibluoffiib on

; British Guiana 
oqque ion oik be 
Trinidad

^3385

1893 ...
1892 ...
1893 ...

' 1892 ...

Sugar.
Tons.' 

41,809 

44,933 
43,669 
42,837

Rum. 
Puns.

10,747 
14,076 

574
11

Coffee. 
Lbs,

6^20 

16,146

Cocoa. 
Lbs.

3,528
3,804 

13,671,230 
19,152,540

Asphalte. 
Tons.

76,579
80,280

Barbados ... ... 1893 .x. 65,237
1892 i... 5^,338

Jamaica (6 months) 1893 u. 16,616
1892 ..x 18,831

Gold (British Guiana) 1893 .

11,800
15,620

.. 92,199 oz. 1892 ... 82.557 oz.
BEET CROP.—Weather in France wet, lowering the density of the juice, and making yields 

variable. But on the whole the yield will be superior to last year. The German crop, according to 
latest accounts, is not proceeding so satisfactorily as previously reported. In Austria there have been 
abundant rains and the quality of the root has retrograded. Russian reports are more favourable. 
But for the whole, of Europe, it is practically impossible to furnish a serious estimate,, the Iqrger part of 
the crop being still in the ground. The above as from the Journal des P abricants} but Mr. Czarnj^ow 
speaks in his Circular (5th October) of the slight market depression of the past week being caused by 
more favourable advices from Beet Growing Countries and by speculative manipulations. Air. Licht 
repeated in his Circular, 23rd September, that the new crop, preliminarily, gives evidence of a minus of 
about 90,000 tons against its predecessor, but this opinion may now of course be modified as the 
working up of the crop proceeds.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 23rd September).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe :— 
336,682 tons, against 379,981 ; United States 55,000, against 77,300 : Havana 101,600, against 
56,896 ; floating to North America 3^,524, against 41,403. Total 532,806 tons, against 555,580. 
(Czarnikow, 5th October).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 307,155 tons, against 336,760 ; 
United States 42,000, against 95,666 ; Havana 69,000, against' 20,000. Total 418,155 tons, against 
452,426.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1893, 601,187, against 622,139 ; Deliveries 
fdr 1893, 598,555, against 622,433 ; Stocks for 1893, 99,233, against 105,292.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET-—Eighty weight per cpnt. (Czarnikow), 14/-, against 13/ji for 
same time. 1892.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 
1I th September—Weather showery and favourable for cultivation ; 20th—Weather dry ,some showers 
would be acceptable: (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 18th September— 
Weather dry. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley and Co., Limited), 14th September- 
Weather favourable. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller), nth September— 
Rain over Leeward Parishes ; 26th Heavy rains generally throughout the Island. Antigua (per favour 
of Geo. G. Macandrew, Esq.), 20th September—Good showers have fallen generally since the mail ; 
3rd October—Splendid rains.

Information, corrections', &c., relating to this' Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard; to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving We^t Indian newspapers, 
and not. desirous of retaining them, are. requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their pddres^ps tp this Office.

(NoTikU-In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive .information .and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

; . . . ......... JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 97.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

23rJ October, 1893.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.—The Committee, at their Meeting on the 12th inst., decided 
to issue a Circular by this Mail, in order to place on record as soon as possible various important 
papers, and to express their opinion with regard to some of them.

Dr. COMINS’ REPORT.—The following letter has been addressed to the Marquess of Ripon:—

“ 11th October, 1893.
“ AIy Lord Marquess,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter dated 

26th September last, from Mr. Wingfield, written by your Lordship’s direction, transmitting 
a copy of a letter from the India Office, enclosing a copy of a note by Surgeon-Maj or Comins 
on the question of the abolition of the return passages at present required to be provided for East 
Indian Immigrants by the Colonies of Trinidad and British Guiana; together with a copy of 
Correspondence with the Local Governments of India, on the subject of the recommendations made in 
the Note. We also venture to convey to your Lordship oUr great satisfaction at the interest shown by 
the Government of India in the system of Coolie Emigration, a system which, owing to its limited 
operations, may not be considered as of great importance to India itself, but is highly beneficial to the 
Coolies who emigrate and the Colonies which receive fhis addition to their industrial population. We 
also beg to express our high appreciation of the thorough knowledge brought to bear by Surgeon-Major 
Comins upon his work when in the Colonies, and from the opportunities we have had of observing the 
manner in which he conducted his investigation ; we gladly bear testimony to the energy, ability, and 
industry he displayed. His intimate acquaintance with the feelings and habits of the Coolies, and with 
their condition in their own country, combined with his personal observation of their state and 
prospects in the Colonies, render his report of very high value and importance. As your Lordship 
received Dr. Comins’ Note from the Secretary of State for India, we respectfully hope that you will be 
pleased to communicate the views we now express to the Earl of Kimberley, so that the Government 
of India may be made aware of the opinion entertained as to the valuable services rendered by

Dr. Comins in his visit to British Guiana and Trinidad.
(Sifted) N. Lubbock, Chairman^

WEST INDIA TELEGRAPHS.—The West. India and Panama Telegraph Company forward 
a copy of their reply (loth October) to the, letter . addressed to them by the Barbados Commercial 
Hall referred to in last.circular. They say : The base of the arguments set forth m your letter for 
a considerable reduction imtariffs may be said: to be summarised in.your words, ' that the time has now 
fully arrived when the exigencies pf our trade:render it necessary? But I would ask your Committee 
whether the exigencies of ^ trade,, which, by the way,.is, I believe, one of the post important of 
exclusively West Indian enterprises under one Administration, are to have no consideration? Is your 
Committed aware that during the twentyTour years that we have carried on the .Telegraph service.of 
the West Indies, after paying the guaranteed ihtefest on the Capital raised to^give the. Colomes the 
additional security of a duplicated system-and in the pressure put upon the Company to incur that 
expenditure certainly Barbados was not the'least adtive Colony-our Shareholders have received an 
aggregate in dividends amounting to 6s. 3d. on the /io share, and that the Capital value of the 
o£nal stock is reduced by more than So per cent. ? We really think that as far as exigencies affect



the question it is the Telegraph trade that might fairly appeal to its customers for a recons dent 
thjLs&nM-Wave imposed upon it.” The Company then produce statistics upon wtach 

they deny that the volume of traffic from Barbados is constantly increasing from year to yean he} 
deplore a marked decrease of iate. ;in. tte Indies, and a g . n c
current half-year the traffic receipts show’a decline of i4i per cent, in comparison with those oi the 
corresponding  • half-year of 18^2. It is clear, therefore, that, a plea for reduction (of rates) ba>ed upon 

a growing revenue, falls to the ground.” With regard to the Cuba Company, the letter says 
have no power to ‘ insist ’ upon any tariff of the Cuba Company, or other connecting Companies. 
The Cuba Company’s tariff was reduced from the 67 cents per word rate, established by the Colonial 
Acfs, to 50 cents per word in 1889,.and that reduced rate is the one.qow' paid pn international traffic by 
all West Indian Colonies. But the Cuba Company's line forms but a comparatively small portion of 

the route between Barbados and Europe, and. any possible redu^|ion on so Baal ; Txp/
but a slight difference in proportion to the whole through rate.” I he remainder of the letter icfvi> to 
the proposed Bermuda extension and the prospects of that undertaking, and ends by repeating the 
suggestion that if: it be true that'a large reduction in tariff would result in an improvement in the 

Company’s fevehue there would be little risk in the West India Colonies guaranteeing the present 
revenue -of thd'Coihpaiiy' and liking their'own tariff. (The West' India Committee' have already 

expressed their Opinion on above points.) ' •

y BRITISH GUIANA.r-Ht w to print in this Circular, the Letter addressed by the
Planters’ Association (31st August, 1893) to the Colonial Government, on the general question of the 
Labour supply. But. as the . Government have not yet made any, reply, it has been decided to defer 
printing. Fromthejeports of the Emigration Agent in Calcutta, there is a very unusual' difficulty in 
obtaining emigrants. There is great competition,-especially on the part of Assam and Cachar. From 
a. letter ad dressed,to the Planters’; Association by the Government Secretary (26th September), it 
appears that the Government are awaiting an amount of information that will take-considerable time 
to collect, before communicating with the Barbados Government, on Emigration from that Colonv. 
Mail reports (3rd October), weather favourable for reaping, and sugar-makjng pretty general.

SUGAR REPORTS.—The warm rains in France have favoured the growth of Beets in the 
ground. It is still difficult, in view of the very great inequality in the crop, to form any estimate. 
What appears certain/is,' that' thecultural ” yield is inferior to‘ last year, while the saccharine 

richness is better (in fact, no one can tell what the French crop will be, for 1893-4). The Journal 
Des Fabricants ” says, i8th Oct., that Mr. Licht provisionally estimates’ the European and Colonial 
crop (presumably Beet and Cane) for 1893-4 at an excess of 500,000 tons Over 1892-3. In Germany 
the humidity has caused leaves at the expense of saccharine, but the fabriques working give 
satisfactory results. On the whole the various Continental reports are ’ vdry uncertain, and, to some 

extent, contradictory. Messrs. H. Clark, De Silva & Co. say, 7th Oct., “ Mr. Licht's last week’s 
report of the Beet crops was thought to forecast a deficiency in both Germany and Austria, in 
addition to the deficiency in France, which is now generally admitted, and it was said that last 
year’s total would be scarcely reached.' The tenour of the latest advices, however, points to an 
increase in al! Countries, excepting France? The usual authorities have, as yet, abstained from 
ptittmg forward formal estimates, on the plea that much depends upon the weather of the present 
month, but opinion favours an increase of 250,000 tons in Europe.” Messrs. Clark give the 
total Beet and Cane for 1892-93 at 6,147,000 tons, against 6,310,000 in 1891-92.

..... . MAIL NEWS (4th October).—British Guiana, very dry weather, a little rain would do good, 
rinidad, fortnight bright and dry, and most favourable for all descriptions of cultivation. Other 

reports say, much too dry, and no signs of a break. Barbados (7th October), intense heat for some 
days fohowed by refreshing rains. Jamaica (2nd October), rains have fallen generally throughout 

much UtH °Ct°ber)’ g°Qd rainS g^ally r young canes show vigorous growth, prospects



SHIPMENTS JANUARY TO 4TH OCTOBER.

British Guiana ... 1893

Sugar. 
Tons.

... 42,797

Rum.
Puns.

10,864

Coffee.
Lbs.

Cocoa.
Lbs.

3,528

Asphalte.
Tons.

Trinidad ...

1892
1893

- 40,635
— 43,840

14,089

574 6,880
3,804

14,181,230 79,689

Barbados ... •••

1892
1893

— 44,552
••• 66,637

11 16,146 19,278,170 84,110

1892 ••• 58,472

\ ISIBLE SUPPLIES. (Clark, De Silva & Co., 7th Oct.)—Europe and cargoes afloat from 
the East foi Europe, 354,000 tons, against 405,000 ; United States 137,000, against 180,000 ; Havana 
90,000, against 41,000. Total 590,000 tons, against 626,000. (Czarnikow, 19th Oct.)—Europe and 
cargoes afloat to Europe 246,431 tons, against 270,903 ; United States 25,000, against 109,520 ; Havana 
52,000, against 12,000. Total 323,431 tons, against 392,423.

SLTGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1893, 619,236 tons, against 642,684 ; 
deliveries for 1893, 628,892, against 650,477 ; stocks for 1893, 86,945, against 97,792.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88% (Czarnikow, 19th Oct.) 13/3, against 13/10^ for the 
same time 1892.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co)., 
10th October.—Weather fine with occasional light showers. Barbados (per favour of 
Messrs. Wilkinson and Gaviller) 9th October—Heavy rains generally throughout the Island.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 

machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)
JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

P S—Mr. Licht’s Circular (21st October) gives the following estimate :—

1893-4- 1892-3.

Germany ... Tons 1,300,000 1,225,33!

Austria ,, 825,000 802,577

France ,, 575,000 588,838

Russia ,, 650,000 455,000

Belgium ... ,, 225,000 180,000

Holland ... ••• ............... ,, 75,000 68,070

Other Countries... ............... ,, 120,000 97,000

3,770,000 3,416,816

The estimate of the crop 1893-4 is judged from its momentary appearance, and is subject to 

modification.
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Dr. COMINS' REPORTS.—The West India Committee have received from the Colonial 
Office four substantial volumes, comprising altogether from four to five hundred pages, Blue Book size, 
reporting Dr. Comins' visit to the Coolie Receiving Colonies in the British West Indies. The reports 
upon the Foreign Colonies are apparently yet to come. The .reports received include a considerable 

quantity of documentary evidence, and a full statement of the Immigration Laws in the different 
Colonie's. The'“Rote on Emigration from India to British Guiana” is very full. It contains a Alap of 

the North-Western District, being “ an extract from Map of British Guiana, by Sir Robert Schomburgk, 
K.RJE.P.D., as revised and corrected to 1875,”' signed by William Chalmers, Crown Surveyor, 
Georgetown, December, 1890, showing the location of large numbers of Coolies employed as labourers 
in the North-Western District and the Pomeroon Riypr by Agricultural Farmers, also a Plan of British 
Guiana, 1891, prepared for Surgeon-Major Comins, showing the Estates on the Coast and Rivers. This, 
perhaps, is not sufficiently, coloured to be complete, the intention being tb show the Sugar Estates, and 
the general distribution of the Coolie and mixed populations. An historical review of the Colony is 
given, and many papers are quoted. A whole page is taken up with a piece of rhynie—“ a local 
effusion ” describing the thoughts and feelings of a Coolie immigrant.

.’ f ,0 rft ILA ’ jn'cir^ouLiL fid j ^rnielio : ..uri jTiml rfeffw
But this is a mere incident, lightening up the otherwise statistical pages. Indeed, the social historj- 

of the Coolies is one of the features of this interesting document. Dr. Comins has a keen eye for social 
conditions. There is an elaborate examination, founded upon official and other papers, of the 
Immigration Law. Dr. Comins rnakes the most handsome acknowledgment of the great kindness, 
hospitality and assistance he. received in the Colony. He expressly mentions his indebtedness to 
Mr. Lubbock for the assistance he afforded. He expresses his sense of obligation to Sir C. Bruce, the 
Acting-Governor, and Mr. Alexander, the Immigration Agent-General. Dr. Comins says “ the 
Immigration system of this Colony has, through many vicissitudes and at times much opposition, and 
constant improvements, and reform, been brought to such a perfection that it now stands as an example 
to all the world of British fairness, honesty, and organization in the beneficial control of a humble and 
dependent race. Such small inconsistencies with existing regulations as I, after much minute and 
patient investigation and experience of Immigration in other Colonies, was able to notice, are rare and 
insignificant, and well within the powers of Departmental supervision to rectify/’ The remainder of 

the volume must be left for future analysis.
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successful v ork ^m^ng^the Coolies. There are a num^pr 
deserve consideration, and Dr. Comins closes his report on

The Trinidad volume is also very extensive. It is full of particulars regarding the Colony. The 
Government of Lord Harris is especially singled out for favourable comment. The correspondence 
between the West India Committee and Colonial Office relating to Sir W. Robinson’s administration is 
mentioned. Long quotations are given from Count de Verteuil’s history. As in the Demerara case, 
the Immigration Law is strictly analysed. The account of the free Coolies is particularly interesting. 
‘‘•HMre.th^CJdlie..^^ has been accustomed to lead a life of drudgery to gain the daily pittance
to keep him alive, finds himself the possessor of a comfortable homestead, with an increasing farm of 
the richest and most fertile land around him, on which he lives with his family, and becomes in a small 
way quite an important person.” There is no space here for the whole paragraph, which should be 
carefully read by all who are anJxibus Sbr fiiturerbt^Cboiies^ifi-''I^"iii^dad. One important class of 

evidence is that afforded by Dr. Morton, Mr. Moore, and others who have done so much beneficial and 
of, criticisms as to details in the Law which

Trinidad as follows:—“ In this Colony Indian
Coolies have already very exceptional advantages, and a still brighter future is before them. Of all the 
Cbldnieg o£ 'the \vesf Indies, Trinidad is the favoured home of the Cooly settler, where he can easily 

and rapidly attain comfortable independence^ and even considerable wealth with corresponding social 
position. British Guiana, in consequence of the long continued efforts of successive generations of 
legislators and planters, has brought its systerh of beneficial control of indentured labour to a higher 
pitchJ of perfection than any other Colony, but it has no such solid advantages to offer the settler as 

Trinidad. If T were a Cooly I should like to spend my indentured service in British Guiana and then 
SdttT^lldwb1™ the hills of Trinidad.” The statistics in this volume are of the most exAausUge character, 
to qsM £ enistnoo 11 .Iliff viov si "EfminO rLijhH of eidhI moi. ii-nmgimh no otoZ" odd 
an o The ^co^t>6f:Jam The G^vbrnment were very charv ih' giving information,

andjQfu^omin^/deserveslcommiseration <for hi&isufferings hi theVdin storms- which he fobhei trying 
Tjhe^eady Jlistor^ of Im Jamaica is given, with a very' searching 'criticism of the
Immigration., Laws,which deserves the ^consideration of the Legislature. Particular- of Coolie <i 

given, including^ an-account of a visit to Ewings C.wn-wn. Gc<^c’< Plain. 
Blaekhe3thjBl$e^astle^^^ “ :PtopeHy spedking,'there are n<ypauper Coolies in Jamaica,
excepting the few,/invalids who ate physicallyupfiti M labourpand evfen these afe: usually not wholly 
penniless oTh.eliahiliiydiq prorHde return J^ssage^ tAx oii the Immigration Fund’, and great hr
restricts the demand for Immigrants.?“ I question whether the time W not now arrived 
when Immigrants could be obtained without offering this inducement.” All .the Colonies however 
should act in concert'.
Iciooe toi ays need £ ?xd enimoD .iG .Jnemuaob Grit do wL’ to oho -a Io
■j.Ij foTJ^ggorfo^  ̂ ai<fa)vljMbtaildd map; The • hisWSical 'account, partly summarized
from Breen, is y, ry well done. ThedmportanebmFi the ^latiff as a place of arnS and fmtified c«i!mff 
^atipiyisyecognizedi • The four ebntraTSu^ Facto'tfos are dtecbiWd. nTHe East Indian pr.jmlation is 
orfy ^i-31 .3* Now that the'Grown -lands-hive- been -throtvr. the Coolies, triev wirt; no-doubt-:'
SB^lyrtake.adwaritegeCJf thtewppt^a^ kiftHiuinti
■tl^W9r.fci9foti^ labourers, will deVote their spare rime to tbe.r principal occupation-tlte

dtexteri^otftthdir^tlbtgiiourids.. This-is thbWhlgway-thWb ban be ahv realdevelopment of 

Lutia',->tfo whFeh the airfare of the Indian 
tangmutamnunly depending-at^se  ̂ a vreat mea^utelto

CbfoinS iseehis tb iMpiy that rhirw 
itfowta^abould hlso b^^mmueaged-.r/tBtrt-.lfo-i^emhit^gfair fo tfcfefeng tb tlte^t.ett-ion-of
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sugar the principal, and perhaps only staple. Dr. Comins’ diary when in St. Lucia is extremely 
interesting'to anyone connected with the Island, but it is, of course, impossible to give extracts here.

(Note -Atiy Of the above’ Papers will’be lent to Members, on condition dfreturhirig them in two 
days.) ' ' - ■ ; J • . ■

BACK PASSAGES FOR IMMIGRANTS.—With reference to Dr. Comins’ Note on this subject, 
the West India Association of Liverpool “ inclines to requiring a fixed contribution towards back 

passage of Rs.35.for men, and Rs.25 for women, so-as to place Immigrants to the West India Colonies 
on the same footing as those to Mauritius—practically the same terms as those suggested by the Viceroy 

“ of India ; and, as to Immigrants returning a second time to the Colony; my Association think that they 
“ should not be entitled to a second back passage at the Colony’s expense.

ALEX. GARNETT, Chairman.”
Note—The West India Committee have not come to any conclusion upon this subject.)

TRINIDAD.— The following letter has been addressed to: Lord RiponV

“ 14^ November, 1893.

“ My Lord Marquess,—I have the honour, on behalf of Proprietors of Estates and Merchants 
largely interested in the general condition and welfare of Trinidad, to address your Lordship upon 
certain matters connected with that Colony.

2.—-‘‘We have recently had the opportunity of communicating with the Hon. Colonel Man, 
Commandant of the local forces, who has given us, at the request of His Excellency The Governor, 
information as to the requirements for preserving order in the Island and for its external defence.

-3.—“In the year 1889 we ventured to make, representing the unanimous feelings of the Colony, 
a strong protest against the withdrawal of the Imperial troops. We pointed out that during the few 
days that would elapse before any troops, could be obtained from Jamaica or St. Lucia, a very serious 
state qf things might be brought about in connection with internal disorder, and in the case of external 
defence, while the Harbour of Port pf Spain might be protected against: a .foreign.enemy for one or two 
days, the uncertainty of obtaining troops from St. Lucia or Jamaica would be great. St. Lucia would 
probably be the first attacked anh unable to send troops.

4.—“The whole question, up to the present year 1893, has remained in a vety unsatisfactory 
state; but it is now clear that the Home Government will adhere to its determination not to allowr 
Imperial troops to be quartered in Trinidad, and that some other force must, therefore, be organised 
for the maintenance of order,, and, as far as possible, for local defence,

We understand from Colonel Man, with regard to raising Volunteer Yeomanry as part of 
the permanent force of Trinidad, that unless proprietors were prepared to authorise their inanagers and 
overseers to join these Volunteers, the Government had decided to make such military service a compulsory 
matter. We believe, however, it would be to the highest extent unwise of the Trinidad GovCrninent 
in any way to trust to a body of Volunteers, either for the maintenance of order, or as part of the 
necessary defensive forces of the Island. After the novelty of the proceeding had worn off, it would, 
we are convinced, be most difficult if not impossible to maintain a high state of permanent, efficiency 
in such a body. Further, in the case of serious riots, it would be out of the question to expect 
managers and overseers to leave their own estates to the mercy of a mob, while they proceeded to join 
their several corps in other districts • and, lastly, the eihployment of planters, managers and overseers
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for the purpose of maintaining order would certainly be open to misapprehension in England. There 
could however, assuming a sufficient force of police to be maintained by the Colony, capable of coping 
with any disturbances at all likely to arise, be no objection to Volunteering in itself: it would be a 
good thing for the young men, and it might have some moral effect upon the people. It would, of 
course, be, necessary to arrange matters so as not to interfere in any way with the working of the 

estates, but we believe Colonel Man sees no difficulty ^.s to this.

5 .-—“ This question, being one largely involving financial considerations, is closely connected with 
other important matters, such as the expenditure on Coolie Immigration, nowunder discussion in the 
Colony. Bearing in mind what has recently, taken place in .regard to the Coolie contract for the next 
three years, it seems evident that the Government are making a great effort to reduce the Expenditure 
of the Colony, so as to bring the,finances into proper order. While readily admitting the desirability of 
this proceeding, we beg humbly to express our strong opinion that the two last things as to which 
expenditure should be reduced are Coolie Immigration and the Defences of the Colony : and we 
protest against the apparent intention of the Colonial Government to select these as the first object' on 
which such reduction will be effected.

7 .—“ We would venture to propose to your Lordship that sufficient expenditure should be 
incurred to maintain a force of 600 Constabulary, of whom 100 should be mounted men, to be under the 
immediate and undivided control of the Commandant of the Local Forces. And also that the Coolie 
Immigration should be maintained to the extent of a minimum of at least 3,000 a year. Without this 
number of Immigrants the maintenance of the Revenue will be difficult, but if this number be 
introduced annually we are convinced that the Revenue will show7 a healthy an’d steady expansion, 
and that the expense nedessary to maintain such a force as above suggested would be readily met. We 
know7 from personal experience that cultivation is actually at the present moment being checked for 
want of the necessary labour.

8 .—‘ With regard to the highly desirable object of reducing Expenditure, we would point to 
the enormous amount of money now spent upon the Medical Department. We believe this to be 
largely in excess Of the requirements of the Colony. We understand that it is now the practice for 
other Colonies to send their sick people and lunatics to be maintained at the expense of Trinidad. 
These Colonies ought to provide for their own requirements in these respects, and it is a great injustice 
that Trinidad should be selected as a kind . of Medical and Hospital centre for the maintenance of 
diseased paupers brought from other Islands. It is little short of a scandal.

' 9-—‘ Adverting more generally to the’ condition of the Colony, we canhot help expressing our 
grave anxiety at the gradual arising’and intensifying of an Unpleasant class feeling, which unless checked 
may have deplorable consequences. We much fear that this feeling will be rendered more pronounced 
by the publication of your Lordship’s despatch of the 29th August, 1893, respecting the so caUed 
Reform agitation. The few gentlemen who have been agitating for Reform have no appreciable stake 
in the Colony. The agitation is not supported by any feeling among the industrial classes of the 
community, whether employers or employed, and from the information we have received, no importance 
can be attached to the ‘ public meeting ’ to which we believe your Lordship’s attention has been 
called. To give up half the seats in Council to the promoters of such a meeting would, we humbly 
submit, be quite unreasonable, and would prove an increased incentive to class feeling which is already 
deplorably acute. We understand that the Council has always been constituted. upon the basis of 
representing all the interests of the Colony. Thus, for what might be Called general interests, there



(5

are already two unofficial jnd^ as well as the
commercial affairs of the towns. The invests of thfi Cnnlirs are specially protected by the head of a 
Governpiei^t Departpj^t, while jhe) official A^e^bers as from the Governor downwards, may
be assumed to be tha impartial guardians of-thfe interests^ the community at large. We may, 
therefore, be perffiit^ respectfully but most emphatically. to potest agains^^f? 4^^fiplete 
disturbance of thisP"balance, as would be caused’by the-allotment9^ five seats to gentlemen who 
would-represent n<Ppublic dhtere&ts^and whofeetonly pretext-her-a (ffaim appears to'Te^; ^ 
having organized a publid'-ffiteeting Which ther leading members of Community carefully refrained 
from attending and which is certainly not entitled to be taken':serioitel5’, and the purpose bf v^fch is 

not supported beyond a small and specially interested circle; • " •••

We would; earnestly irfrprieSs tf^n-?buf more
likely- to 'be proTrioted by thb’industrial classes b&rig allowed fofd^ ffre carrying on
bf their business, than by fbrcihgtheffr SU tb^ebme Ideal politicians.1 r '

” We would, in conclusion, humbly pray that your Lordship would be pleased to approve 

of the above suggestions with regard to the Constabulary and the Immigration, and that the Reform 

Agitation should not be encouraged by a proposal for its representation in Council.

N. LUBBOCK, Chairman.”

. CQOLIE CQNTRAC copy gf, chn Form of .T^der fo^^onyej^ Labourers
from Calcutta to British Guiana and from British Guiana tp, Calcutta, for three or five year?,, from 
July, 1894. can be te^p at'thi?^^,”,,, Ie4ot ,oUd 'ooo.co sni/KH ; ocx^y

MA IE NEWS, BRITISH GUIANA, November ist.—Mr. Cavendish Boyle, C.M.G.. who 
is announced in the Demer^ra papef§-- as the 'new' GbVeinmdiJP'Sdc^t^Ua'ifd

in thejplace of Sir C. Bruce, was a District Magistrate _in Leow^r^ 1-879 ’ 5?plc^ial Sypretary,
Bermuda. 1882; Colonial Secretary, Gibraltar, 1888. Emigration from Barbados is still being, 
discussed, on the understanding that the Governor of Barbados has appointee! a Commission to 
consider this -.question, -but nothing will jb,e .done. in .time to-aflKHtdduffeht. in iDemtfrdtal The
full number of 5,000 Immigrants will be received in British Guiana during the current"immigration 
season. The Hon. B. Howell Jones is elected a Member of .tlmj^yr^ of the
Hori \. Barr, on leave. Weather dry and favourable for manufacturing. Moderate showgrs ,would
/i 'fl i<>ul/ Io a^q) ^oDi»disH o/jfiu-J *101 noog 1 m .

do much good. rf}- bmLI prh JuorignorrB ylUloapg anief yv^H—iodotoO dipt ,(aaru /aO

BARBADOS.—The Commercial Hall, J. Gardiner Austin, Jun., Esq.,iChffiTmftn,^

letter, qth NKvejnbcr, orythe Telggragh £^t£y., ^hqy say j^a^ 

- rates are about one-half of ours, they
“whole matter is still under consideration, and no actj^l^^^ ^n-decided upon.. Weather 
comparatively dry, but nothing to complain of. Next..fal! short ;of ; this, year’s. 

66'^ tons'being^hi^ bn-je of boJaoupoa ais gninisiei lo auoii^b Ion ba®
TR I NI HAD.-Wfe^.-Gdrdoythe ^an^ ’ : has

been some E-ht-staowers partially distributed-'*^ more
saddle eutoation. AaTiG^Ha .^rpimeE^ the^W'tlte
Islands has been received. Antigua (xst November) reportscontxnuance’OflietaVyTalns, buBfallmg 
irrsguterh^' nEs^erpiH© WuieSi/fW and five inches. The promise for next crop is now excellent.
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SHIPMENTS, JANUARY TO OCTOBER.

^bTEV/nWob 3p£U 
eW ^3^ A

British Guiana

luvoi) yd j IDO '

1893
1892

Sugar. 
Tons.

... 59,029-. 
...56,520

Rum.
Puns.

.. 13,295.. ■
14,5^

Coffee. 
f:ib .,‘Lbs..

Cocoa. 
Lbs.

8,5*8
. ... 3,804

Asphalte.
Tons.

Trinidad ...

vflubjr/j 'di

1893 ••• 43,944 574 A . 6,880 14,648,730 80,809

1892 ... 46,129 H,rli 16,226 J 19,886,940 94,3 II
Barbados ... ... 1893 .. 66,816

1892 ... 58,901

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Messrs. H. Clark, De Silva .& Co,, say (8th Nov.) “ The 
(l requirements of the Upited Stages may be an important factor in preventing for the present the Recline 
“ in prices which the prospective large supplies have led the [trade, in this Qountry (L .K.): to expect. 
Refiners’ stocks in U.S. are comparatively trifling. In U.K. a dull market has ruled, owing to estimates 
of excess over last year in Beet and Cane. In France weather favourable, but Journal des Fabricants 
maintains its estimate of a deficit as compared with last year. As to the general Beet crop there is 
nothing new after Mr. Licht’s figures, quoted in last circular, except Messrs. Clark’s estimate of 
considerable excess in Cane; but this estimate is very early and probably subject to much revision.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Clark, De Silva & Co., sth Nov.)—Europe and afloat from the East 
for Europe, 305,000 tons, against 361,000 ; United States arid afloat'to United States, 7^,000, against 
156,000 ; Havana 62,000, against 25,000. Total 443,000 tons, against 4^2,000. (Czarnikow, 16th Nov.) 
Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 427,511 tons, against 422,566; United States 34,000, against 
8^/03 Havana 43,000, against 7,000. Total 504,511 tons, against 518,269.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1893, 600,436 tons, against 703,004 ; 
deliveries, 707,827, against 719,762' • stocks, 79,210, against 88,828.
oi rioiBamnncO ■ Lwjrrioqqn end aohsdifio 1 ■ A) odt jcdi gmbrriBJZTebnii uif no uo; A

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow; 16th Nov.) 12/io^, against 13/ioi for the 
same time 3892.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ltd.) 
21st October.—Weather good for growing Canes. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson and 
Gaviller), 24th October—Heavy rains generally throughout the Island. 7th November—First part of 
fortnight rainy, latter dry.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular fora year, and other 
pa|grs- ClRCULAR is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
refSd to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office’ 

Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary*
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.—The Committee have greatly to regret the loss, by death, of 
two of their most active , and influential Members, Mr. William Tennant, of the Trinidad House Of 
Messrs. Charles Tennant, Sons & Co., and Mr. D. C. Da Costa, of Barbados.

fo noilnmirinoc ;H t

RUM IMPORTS.—The following resolutions were agreed toiata Meeting of the West India 
Committee, on December 14th :-^-(i.) That the Committee have considered the letter^ dated. 22nd 
November, 1893r addressed; .by firms in the Rum Trade to Messrs. Paines & Reid, ahd informally 
communicated to the Committee by a Member of the same. (2;) That with regard to the first 
suggestion as to ascertaining from the Customs the obscuration upon all rums on arrival by testing 
about one cask in every seven or eight, a letter was addressed on the 4th inst. by the. West. India 
Committee; to Hie/Customs, asking whether the information could be given. No reply has yet been 
received. (3.) That with regard to the second proposal of the Trade, that the Dock Company should 
be instructed to draw all samples on landing and to report ,any abrnup^ sediment, the West India 
Committee have been in communication with the Dock Company, and it is found that all cases of 
abnormal sediment are readily detected and are very rare'and .that even in the few cases which have 
occurred, the deposit has in no case exceeded about gallon^ per puncheon, and that the average over 
the whole import is practicably inappreciable, and would not justify the request for drawing all samples 
on landing. Moreover1, the Committee are assured that in all cases of abnormal deposit the amount of 
deposit is shown in the sample. (4.) That the West India,Committee will, however, impress.upon the 
Dock Company the necessity of great care in drawing samples in all cases of abnormal sediment, so as 
to meet the proper requirements of tfe trade; J ; * J ‘ . 1 _

Note.—The West Ip^jp Committee believe- that it would . be a convenience to, the Trade jf 
Rums for home cqnsumptiqn (equally with those, for export) could be coloured in ,bond, and 
they will communicate, forthwith with the Cus^o^s with a view to obtain, if possible, their sanction to 
thb being done. fon < elefTi

eaub donsiairi iol .aobndiB^ wQ<* rfhw noiioennoo ni bo^iow ed ylno iibo ooivTok e
. ^th December, 189'3.^

TRINIDAD.—“ The Chairman, W.I.C., Colonial Office to West India Committee—
“ Sir,—I am directed by the Marquess of Ripon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,of the 

14th of November, upon certain matters connected with the Colony of Trinidad. The questions of 
preserving order in the Colony and of its defence against external aggression must, in Lord Ripon’s 
opinion, be kept distinct. As regards the former, Lord Ripon has no reason to doubt that the Colonial 
Police Force, which was increased in 1890 by twelve Sergeants and forty-five Constables, is fully 
adequate to preserve order, and he is, therefore, not prepared to recommend the Colonial Government 
to further increase the force. As regards external defence, Lord Ripon’s7 predecessor, after the 
question had been Very folly considered both by the Colonial Defence^ Cdfnmittee and by the Local 
Defence Committee in Tfinidad, decided that while the Police would form the first line of a defensive 
force, they should be supported Either by Volunteers or by Militia, and that as there was already a 
force of Volunteers, it was not desirable to disturb the existing- Volunteer organization, but, if through 
discouragement on the part Of the Planters or Managers, Or for any other reason, the Volunteer



system slipup it will become necessary to have recourse to compulsory Militia service.
LPfd Ripon entirely concurs in the view of the West India Committee that while every attempt 
should be made to prevent unnecessary expenditure, considerations of economy should not be allowed 
to prevent adequate provision being made for the defence of the Colony. Lord Ripon is not aware 
that there is any desire on the of the Colonisd GoveyHRentto^up^iyly restrict Indian Immigration, 
but he is7not prepared to advise the^cTl^^^ Legislature to pledge themselves to the

introduction of 3,000 Immigrants annually, a number considerably in excess of the average supply 
during last'twenty years. The question of the large expenditure on the Medical Department has 
received and is receiving careful consideration, and the Colonial Government has been urged to adopt 
an organized system pf Poor Relief, with a view of reducing the expense now incurred in maintaining 
paupers in the Hospitals. As regards the influx of paupers from other Colonies, there is a Colonial 
Ordinance which gives very large powers for restricting the landing of such persons without/security 
being given for protecting the Colony from the cost of their maintenance. Lord Ripon regrets to 
learn that the West India Committee have received information M the existence of what you describe 
as a ‘ class feeling ’ in Trinidad, but he has received no confirmation of this information from the 
Governor of the Colony, and he is unable to 'perceive that his despatch of the 29th of August—which 

proposes, not as vtould be.inferred from your letter, that the whole of the five seats in the Legislative 
Council which will become vacant next year should be filled by persons who held views favourable to a 
reform of the Constitution, but that in filling those seats a share in the representation in the Council 
should be given to the promoters of the movement in favour of reform—in any way tends to encourage 
any such feeling.

" / ^d Dhj , 10U . of “ {Signed} EDWARD WINGFIELD.”
bluoda ’/rrsqAroD JodCbHt AbsiT Ml lo leeoqoiq bnooo< > h • > dfiw ji;dT - b - / >

TONNAGE DUES, BRITISH GUIANA.—The following is from a Shipping Correspondent ip 

New York:—“ I take the liberty of drawing the attention of the West India Committee to the matter 
of the tonnage dues levied in British Guiana, and which have the effect of discriminating against 
regular lines of steamers in favour of sailing vessels, and which hitherto have prevented the successful 
operation of a regular steamer service between this port and Demerara. The dues levied are the same 
on all vessels, whether sail or steamer, and are collected on the net register’ tonnage of the vessels, 
irrespective of the cargo landed. As sailing vessels invariably go in with full cargoes, the dues 

practically amounted to so much per ton of cargo carried. Steamers, on the other hand, call at a 
number of other ports, and go into Demerara with cargo bearing but a small proportion to their 
register tonnage. For example, our steamers going into Demerara with 200 tons cargo pay $358.60 
dues, their tonnage being 1,304 tons. A sailing vessel of 600 tons register would pay $165, and would 
deliver 900/1000 tons of cargo. This is constantly happening, and places steamers at a great disad
vantage. There is not sufficient trade with Demerara alone to support a regular line of steamers, and 
a service can only be worked in connection with other ports. In Barbados, for instance, dues are 
levied on the quantity of cargo landed, without reference to the size of the vessel that brings it, and 
this would seem to be the fair and proper method, unless Demerara can be induced to follow the 
enlightened course of Trinidad, and abolish all tonnage dues. If our steamers call only at Trinidad 
and Grenada, we pay no dues in New York, this being in accordance with th? reciprocity policy of the 
United States ; but calling at Dembrara entails dues of 6d. per ton in New York. The trade hitherto 
has been almost exclusively in the hands of American sailing vessels.”

BRITISH GUIANA.—A report Won the Blue Book for 189^.3 has been issued by the Assistant 

overnment Secretary, Mr. C. T. Cox. The surrender of duties demanded by the United Stalo, 
un er the reciprocity clause of the McKinley Act, amounted to ^29,000, but. owing to expansion of 
the revenue, only/17,500 had to be provided from other sources of taxation. The revenue for the

^5,73,463, and the,. exPwliturf ^2,469. The:ldebt for public and special purposes for 
pledge is new PoliticaJ cOI,stituPti^



smoothness and efficiency. The East Indiari population is estimated at 109,673, 71,000 of <vhom 
resided'on Estates, some 17,000 being under indenture. Indian immigrants:rowded ^11:3,313 in the 
Savings Banks. The imports are: Valued at ^1,780,31^ and the sexports ^21,433,213,' the flatter 
averaging £-8' 14 per head of population.! The gold exported inyear? 18.92-3: amountedinvaluero 
jf493,ood>. Mr. Cox concludes by comrfieiiiting upon the lack of labour for agricultural purposes, and 
adds, “ acrfjs’uponiacres of fertile,-^ailqsuitable for-market produce await the farmer, while the mineral 
wealth: of the Colony ;is yielding itselLupr mdre arid more readily to the -skilful, strong and adventurous?’

.brnsmob
TRINIDAD IMMIGRATION TAX.—The West India Committee have had under consideration 

Di. Comins remarks upon the incidence of this Tax upon Sugar and Cocoa, and it may now bu 
stated that the Committee see no objection to a readjustment • of the Immigration Tax^s on Sugar 
and Cocoa, so that the Cocoa industry may pay a proportion to the Immigration Fund that might be 
considered more in accprdanpe with i^ participation,-in the benefit derived from the Immig^^ 
Coolies, and that in the event of this being done, Dr. Comins’ suggestion that the Revenue should 
pay more .than one-third of the expenses of Immigration be also considered, with a view to its being

JSniB8s ooo/v

BACK PASSAGES OF IMMIGRANTS.—The West India Comfnittee< haVe calledthe 
attention of the British Guiana Planters’ Association^ and of their correspondents in Trinidad, to the 
proposals regarding a modification of the system of back passagesy'as ’ 'approved by the Indian 
Government in the Viceroy’s Despatch of the 15th August, 1'893, printed iif Circular No. 96. In 
writing to Lord Ripon, December 4th, the Committee say : “ We have no doubt that all Dr. Comins’ 
suggestions will be considered and adopted by the Colonies concerned-, and submitted for your 
Lordship’s approval and that of the Government of India.” A”' f

TRINID,AD.—From a minute pf the Governor it appears that the ppposqd change in the 
Constitution will be discussed, in Councjl after the. nprnipati.op to five seats, in June next. A ,Public 
Works Loan of ^400,000 is to be. issued, £2 50,000 of vhich.wjll be for Railway extension, and other 
sums for Harbour improvement and Waterworks. The Harbour Improvement has been referred to 
Messrs. Coode & Matthews. A shallow depth dredger will probably be used a.s a preliminary. 
The Chaguaramas Wharfage and Railway Scheme ^ops back for further consideration, as to buildings 
on reclaimed land, compensation claims and. other points. Mr. Tanner receiyes a pension of ^800 a 
year, and an elaborate Public Works Department is to be organized. Governor recommends Mr. Vincent 
Brown for second Puisne Judgeship. Tobago is t@, be recouped by an annual grant for loss of 
Customs, owing to annexation. The construction of batteries at great cost will not be pressed at 
present. According to the estimates, the pension list now amounts to Zi 1,330. The medical charges 
reach the enormous sum of ^6^,000 ; and the total estimated expenditure under Director of Public 
Works Department is ^82,832. With regard to Dr. Comins’ remark that a great many free coolies 
are engaged in digging pitch for exportation, it may be noted that while the lessees draw large profits 
and the Government obtains a large revenue (Z’33,000) from the pitch lake, no assistance whatever is 
given on this account to the Immigration Fund. Coolie labour is also largely employed by the 
Government in making roads. The Government thus derives a substantial benefit from immigration, 
but (contributes nothing on- this account to the Immigration Furjd.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—In France, manufacture is terminated in a great number of usines. 
Distilleries will largely compete with sugar factories for Beetroot. Mr. Licht estimates the total sugar 
production of Europe and exTor.ts- from the Colonies as follows :—

Beet sugar ...
Cane sugar...

1893-4.
— 3,770,000
... 2,960,000

1892-3. 
3,416,816 
2,645,963

1891-2. 
3,501,920 
2,852,296

6,730,000 6,062,779 6,554,216



Messrs. H. Clark, De? Silva & Co. say (Dec.<8th)^ if the proposal to reduce the duty on refined 
in United States is carried out, it is expected that: continental refined will find its way in larger 
quantities than hitherto, and thus relieve the pressure on the United Kingdom markets, which have 
heretofore been practically the only outlet for the surplus production of this sugar. The mild weather 
has deteriorated the saccharine contents of the roots, but they have been worked up with unusual 
rapidity: Mr. Czarnikow says that the small Russian exports, considering the large crop, are 
attributed to bad weather interfering with harvesting balance of crop and fair home and Eastern 

demand.
nobEOfnendd isbrm bed overt oofirmmdO sibnl adT—XA7 ZO1 I A5i‘OIr/.Iv.« uAUlZI/i 1

SHIPMENTS.—These returns are incomplete. An endeavour will be made to bring the figures 

in the next Circular up to the end of the year.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—H. Clark, De Silva & Co. (8th Dec:)—Europe and cargoes afloat from 
the East for Europe, 751,000 tons against 722,000 ; United States, 116,000 against 102,000 ; Havana, 
54,000 against 20,000. Total, 921,000 tons against 844,000. Czarnikow (14th Dec.)—Europe and 
cargoes afloat to Europe, 946,788 tons against 873,866 ; United States, 75,000 against 62,592 ; Havana, 
40,000 4gainstf 5,000.. Total, 1,061,788 tons against 941,548.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1893, 746,996 tons, against ,7,75,495 • deliveries, 
70)9r67, against 786,433 ; stocks, 73’00, against 94,641.,

'<mrm<3 ,iG He ;cmob on ■ / ' nW" : n - riJlinimoO ad) ,dl^ mdcnwjaG ,uoqi>I ; -
PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.-^8$% (Czarnikow, 14th December) 12/3, against 13/ul for the 

$ame time 1892.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs'. Jno. McConnell & Co.) 
21 st November—Weather dry, some showers would be Acceptable. 24th—Moderate rains generally. 
30th—Weather favourable for cultivation, heavy showers daily. 13th December—Heavy rains have 
fallen generally since last messagd. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.) 

24th November—Nice showers have fallen. nth December—Weather favourable for cultivation, 
heavy' showers alternately with hot sunshine. 15th December—Rainy "season has set in. Barbados 
(per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & ‘‘GaVlller)' 20th November—Fine rains generally throughout’the 
Island. 5th December—Good showers; but partial. Trinidad (0r favour of Messrs' Wm. F. Burnley 
hhd Cd., Ltd.) 12 th December—Weather all that could be desired 
n. Seafoiq od ion hiw & ^homid io rfoitoGrtendo oM

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 

papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office.’ 

Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular mote full khd interesting, the Secretary will be gldd to 
receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments m^Sugar 

machinery, of Steaniship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

O£O OOC
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

January, 1894.
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RUM SURTAX.—The following letter has been addressed to the Right Hon. 

Sir W. Harcourt, M.P., Chancellor of the Exchequer, 27th January, 1894: “Sir,—We beg 

respectfully to call your attention to the Surtax upon Rum imported from the colonies as 

distinguished from the duty upon home-made spirits; and we venture to hope that the protective 

duty in favour of producers in this country, so detrimental to the British colonial producers, who are 

equally entitled to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, will be modified in connection 

with the Budget arrangements of this year. (2) Prior to the year 1881, the Excise duty on British 

spirits was 10s. per gallon; the Customs duty on Colonial Rum, 10s. 2d. per gallon; and the Customs 

duty on foreign spirits, 10s. 5d. per gallon. (3) The reason for the differential duty against 

Colonial Rum had been explained in the ‘ Report of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue upon the 

Duties under their Management, C. 82, 1870.’ It appears that the tendency of legislation had 

been to reduce the difference between the duties on home and colonial spirits, it being decided, 

after the most minute examination, that the Excise restrictions in the United Kingdom should be 

compensated for by a countervailing duty of 2d. per gallon on Colonial Rum, which was a surtax of 

very great importance upon an article intrinsically worth on the average about is. 6d. per proof 

gallon. It is stated in the above report that upon plain spirits an allowance of ifd. is sufficient to 

compensate the home distiller for the Excise restrictions. A surtax of 2d. per gallon on Rum is 

thus admittedly in excess of the actual requirements. And it must be borne in mind that, against 

the assumed disadvantage of ifd. to which the home distiller is subject, there must be set the extra 

expense to which the colonial manufacturer is liable, such, for instance, as the long voyage (to 

which the Inland Revenue Commissioners refer in their report above mentioned), during which 

voyage, we may state, there is a loss equal to about id. per gallon, and the freight, insurance, 

and other expenses, are calculated to amount to threepence or fourpence per gallon. 

(4) Further, in the settlement of these countervailing duties, no allowance was made for 

the expense of Excise restrictions in the colonies. A considerable portion of the revenues 

of British Guiana, Jamaica, and other Colonies is derived from Excise duties on Rum, and 

it is, therefore, necessary for the protection of those revenues that the most complete Excise 

supervision (with its attendant expense to the manufacturer) should be enforced. And we 

venture to say that the expense thus incurred is quite equal to that to which the home distiller is 

liable, and for which he is more than compensated by a protective duty. (5) The case, therefore, 

in 1881 stood thus: the sum of ifd. was admittedly quite sufficient to compensate the home 

distiller for his Excise restrictions, even if the colonial distiller were not subject to similar
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restrictions, and had no freight to pay nor liability of loss on the voyage. (6) Mr. Gladstone, 

as Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1881, notwithstanding the above considerations, 

persisted in his determination to induce Parliament to raise the tax on imported Colonial 

Rum from ios. 2d. to 10s. qd., and to reduce the tax on Foreign Spirits from 10s. 5d. to 10s. 4d., 

while retaining the 10s. duty on Home-made Spirits. (7) In reply to a protest against this new 

scheme of duties, Mr. Gladstone wrote:—(i.) That the surtax represents not only an allowance to 

compensate the home distiller for Excise restrictions, which the memorialists took at if^d., but the 

expense and loss which fall on the compounder and rectifier, and that Rum was imported into this 

country fit for consumption; and (ii.) That the colonial distillers being subject to Excise laws, 

was a question that concerned the Colonial Governments, and it was for them to decide whether 

an export allowance should be made or not. (8) The distinction above drawn by Mr. Gladstone 

between plain and rectified spirits shows clearly that in raising the surtax to 4d., a plain spirit like 

Whiskey receives a protection not only against Rum but against a compounded and rectified spirit 

like Gin. With this latter point we are not concerned ; but Colonial Rum had never been placed 

on the samp footing as compounded and rectified spirits. It is a plain spirit like Whiskey, 

and the natural product of the sugar-cane, and to raise it to the same level as rectified spirits 

is to increase considerably the protection enjoyed by Whiskey. The manufacture and consumption 

of plain spirits are Very much larger than those of rectified spirits, and if any surtax upon Colonial 

Rum were justifiable at all, it should be regulated by that class of spirits which forms the bulk of 

the consumption in the United Kingdom. In this case, a surtax of 2d. would be amply sufficient. 

(9) We would therefore humbly propose to you, Sir, that in order to remedy the inequality above 

mentioned, and at the same time benefit the Revenue, the Excise duty on plain spirits should be 

raised to the extent of 2d. (two pence) per gallon, thus making the duty 10s. 8d. per gallon, and 

preserving the countervailing duty of 2d. per gallon, which is admittedly sufficient to compensate 

the Home distiller for the Excise restrictions. In the case of rectified and compounded spirits, we 

would suggest an increase of duty of id. (one penny) per gallon, making the duty 10s. yd., which 

would be a sufficient compensation for the Excise restrictions and the additional expense of 

rectifying. The present duty of 10s. lod. on Colonial and Foreign Spirits, we would propose should 

be retained, thus continuing the protection of 2d. and 3d. respectively on plain and rectified 

British Spirits.

“Humbly trusting that you would be pleased to give these matters your favourable 

consideration,—I have, &c.,—(Signed) N. LUBBOCK, Chairman:'
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
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izth February, .1894.

ESI INDIA COMMITTEE.—A meeting was held on the 18th January, to receive 
The Earl of Stamford and Dr. Anderson, who wished to explain the objects of the “ West India 
Alliance.” The meeting was private, in the sense that no public reports of it were to be issued' 

Mr. Lubbock was in the chair, and having introduced Lord Stamford to the meeting, his Lordship 
said, although he did not approve of all the methods of the Alliance yet he was practically acquainted 
with the West Indies, and continued to take an interest in their affairs. Dr. ^nderson then 
explained the principal points of a paper he had prepared. The first object was to remove 
misapprehensions existing in the United Kingdom as to the social, economic, and climatic 
conditions of the WTest Indian Colonies, and especially as to the condition, of the Negro. It is often 
impossible to enforce contracts, crime is often not adequately punished, and civil duties are not 
enforced upon the lower classes. Dr. Anderson, gives instances of, alleged failures of justice. In 
cases of praedial larceny it is the honest black man who suffers from being confounded with his 
ill-conducted neighbour. There are no more law-fearing or law-abiding people than the peasantry 
of the West Indies, where the law is intelligently interpreted and consistently enforced. Many 
of these people have improved their position, becoming proprietors and tradesmen, and have no 
need of any special protection. The large number of suits in forma pauperis in Trinidad and 
Tobago produced much class ill-feeling. , Dr. Anderson then explained the objects of the 
“ Alliance” formed in England, and enlarged upon the Trinidad inquiry into the conduct of the 
judges. Dr.'Anderson argued for an extension of political self-government and an improvement 

in the administration of Crown functions. For making the West Indies better known, large numbers 
of tourists should be attracted. There is in some places good hotel accommodation and this.would 
be enlarged as guests increased. A cricket team, composed of members of the best English clubs, 
was proposed to visit the West Indies and play a series of matches. There should also be a 
permanent exhibition in London of West Indian productions. At the close of Dr. Apderson’s 
speech, Mr. Lubbock said, that while soihe of the objects of the West India Alliance could only 

be approved, yet the West India Committee, bearing in mind what Lord Stamford had said on 
his own behalf, could not become identified with the Alliance. Dr. Anderson had done much in 
pfi- » ndt 1 ipum 919111 Jooidne ai leliileib omo/i erii np-inwol .dtI to Dsrmja&js yfij
Trinidad and Tobago, and it was creditable to .him. There was nothing new in the attempt to 
remove misconceptions. Every effort had been made to this end for many years. In referring to 
the Trinidad Commission, Mr. Lubbock ‘ said it was not quite fair or wise fo assume that such 
proceedings as those which formed some of the subjects of the Commission would ever occur again. 
As to the cricket suggestions it was not possible to undertake any responsibility here on behalf of 
the Colonies,, but no doubt an eleven, if the right men were selected, would be well received. 
He suggested that the I Zingari might be approached for this purpose. A vote of thanks to 
Lord Stamford was then passed, and a similar compliment having been given to Dr. Anderson for 

his address, the meeting closed.
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R^M IMPORTS.—Several important proceedings were recorded in this Circular during 
the last few years, in June, 1887, the Rum buyers addressed the importers, asking that the terms 
of payment should be modified. On the 9th February, 1888, it was agreed that “the terms of 

selling Jamaica, Demerara and other Rum, in London, be with prompt of 14 days and 2| per cent, 
discount, interest to be charged from day of sale to date of application for warrant at 5 per cent., 
and in the case of Jamaica Rums that a halfpenny price be made.” These terms are now ruling, 
although frequently modified, by consent, in the case of individual contracts. In September, 1889, 
the following addition was printed: “that notices for the delivery of warrants should not be given 
later than noon for delivery on the same day; that interest shall not commence to run until the day 
subsequent to date of sale, and that rent shall be at sellers’ expense to date of prompt, buyers to 
have the benefit of any unexhausted time of storage remaining after prompt. Various other 
matters connected with the interests of the trade have been fully reported in recent Circulars, such 
as testing for obscuration by the Customs, and colouring in bond for Home consumption. AX ith 
regard to the first of these there is no difficulty, but the Customs will not agree to the second.

Strong protests have been made from time to time against the imposition of a 4^- surtax 
upon Colonial Rum in favour of Home spirits. The following letter was received from Mr. Goschen, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer:—“ 25th May, 1890—The Scotch and other distillershave been urgent 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer to re-examine the question of the surtax on spirits from the 
opposite point of view, viz., from that of alleged injustice to British distillers, arising from the 
surtax on Foreign spirits being too low. They were similarly answered, that such a question 
could not be dealt with suddenly and without a minute examination of every side of the question. 
But the Chancellor of the Exchequer will not fail to institute an examination with regard to the 
surtax on spirits generally.” Subsequent correspondence on the subject has Jeft it in the same 
pcs’tion; but in view of the coming Budget, the following letter has been addressed to Sir William 
Harcourt :—“ 27th January, 1894 —Sir,—teg respectfully to call your attention to the Surtax 

upon Rum imported from the Colonies, as distinguished from the duty upon Home-made 
spirits; and we venture to hope that the protective duty in favour of producers in this 
country, so detrimental to the British colonial producers, who are equally entitled to the 
consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, will be modified in connection with the Budget 
arrangements of this year. (2) Prior to the year i8$i, the Excise duty on British spirits 

was ios. per gallon; the Customs duty on Colonial Rum, 10s,. 2d. per gallon; and the Customs 
duty on foreign spirits, 10S. 5d. per gallon. (3) The reason for the differential duty against 
Colonial Rum had been explained in the ‘ Report of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue upon the 
Duties under their Management, C. 82, 1870.’ It appears that the tendency of legislation had 
been to reduce the difference between the duties on home and colonial spirits, it being decided, 
after the most minute examination, that the Excise restrictions in the United Kingdom should be 
Compensated for by a countervailing duty of 2d. per gallon on CploniaJ Rum, which was a surtax of 
very great importance upon an article intrinsically worth on the average about is. 6d. per proof 
gallon. It is stated in the above report that upon plain spirits an allowance of ifd, is sufficient to 
compensate the home distiller for the Excise restrictions. A surtax of 2d. per gallon on Rum is 
thus admittedly in excess of the actual requirements. And it,must be borne in mind that, against 
the assumed disadvantage of ifd. to which the home distiller is subject, there must be set the extra 
expense to which the colonial manufacturer i? liable, ^uch, for instance, as the long voyage (to 
which the Inland Revenue Commissioners refer in their report ^bov^ mentioned), during which 

voyage, wTe may state, there is a loss equal to about id. per gallon, and the freight, insurance 
and other expenses, are calculated io amount to threepence or fourpence per gallon. 

W Further, in the settlement of these countervailing dutie^, no allowance was made for 
the expense of Excise restrictions' in the colonies. A considerable portion of the revenues 
of British Guiana, Jamaica, and other Colonies is derived from Excise duties on Rum, and 
it is, therefore, necessary for the protection of those revenues that the most complete Excise



supervision (with its attendant expense to the manufacturer) should be enforced. And we 
venture to say that the expense thus incurred is quite equal to that to which the home, distiller is 
liable, and for which he is more than compensated by a protective duty. (5).The case, therefore, 
in 1881 stood thus: the sum of i^d. was admittedly quite sufficient to compensate the home 
distiller for his Excise restrictions, even if the colonial distiller were not subject to similar 
restrictions, and had no freight to pay nor liability of loss on the voyage. (6) Mr. Gladstone, 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1881, notwithstanding the above considerations, 
persisted in his determination to induce Parliament to raise the* tax on .imported Colonial 
Rum from 10s. 2d. to 10s. 4d., and to reduce the tax on Foreign Spirits from 10s. 5d. to 10s. qd., 
while retaining the 10s. duty on Home-made Spirits. (7) In reply to a protest against this new 
scheme of duties, Mr. Gladstone wrote:—(i.) That the surtax represents not only an allowance to 
compensate the home distiller for Excise restrictions, which the memorialists took at ifd., but the 
expense and loss which fall on the compounder and rectifier, and that Rum was imported into this 
country fit for consumption; and (ii.) That the colonial distillers being subject to Excise laws, 
was a question that concerned the Colonial Governments, and it was for them to decide whether 
an export allowance should be made or not. (8) The distinction above drawn by Mr. Gladstone 
between plain and rectified spirits shows clearly that in raising the surtax to 4d., a plain spirit like 
Whiskey receives a protection not only against Rum but against a compounded and rectified spirit 
like Gin. With this latter point we are.not. concerned ; but Colonial Rum had never been placed 
on the same footing as compounded and rectified spirits. It is a plain spirit like Whiskey, 
and the natural product of the sugar-cane, and to raise it to the same level as rectified spirits 
is to increase considerably the protection enjoyed by Whiskey. The manufacture and consumption 
of plain spirits are very much larger than those of rectified spirits, and if any surtax upon Colonial 
Rum were justifiable at all, it should be regulated by that class of spirits which forms the bulk of 
the consumption in the United Kingdom. In this case, a surtax of 2d. would be amply sufficient. 
(9) We would therefore humbly propose to you, Sir, that in order to remedy the inequality above 
mentioned, and at the same time benefit the Revenue, the Excise duty on plain spirits should be 
raised to the extent of 2d. (two pence) per gallon, thus making the duty 10s. 8d. per gallon, and 
preserving the countervailing duty of 2d. per gallon, which is admittedly sufficient to cornpensate 
the Home distiller for the Excise restrictions. In the case of rectified and compounded'spirits, we 
would suggest an increase of duty of adt (one penny) per gallon, making the duty 10s. yd., which 
would be a sufficient compensation for the Excise restrictions and the additional expense of 
rectifying. The present duty of 10s. rod. on Colonial and Foreign Spirits, we would propose should 
be retained, thus continuing the protection of 2d. and 3d. respectively on plain and rectified 
British Spirits.

pi ^mmoo sopoO* .^aoigcoq [ml ni od bLnow.gumAoK^ rpdlons ni ind

“Humbly trusting that you would be pleased to give these matters your favourable 
consideration,—I have, &c.,—(Signed) N. LUBBOCK, Chairman."

f j _ di±.£‘ suubnA .anojis-ioao qplo xfi ohfmmovN JNionog mtEsoW

ST. LUCIA LOAN.—The Crown Agents are advertising for tenders, not below par, for 
St. Lucia Government 4 per cent, inscribed Stock, to the amount of ^48,600.

GRENADA EXPORT DUTIES.—The Secretary of State has been unable to approve 
of the imposition of Customs duties upon Cocoa and Spices exported from the Island of 

Grenada.
kO3 < - £^0,411 ••• «

APPLICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENTS.—A. O. Luckman, 23, West Hill Road, 

Brighton, wishes to know of any vacancies for a young man to Idarn planting. A. Barclay, 
34, Cambridge Gardens, Leith, has been employed as Distiller and Overseer on Sugar plantations 

in Jamaica for eleven years, wishes to obtain employment in Demerara.
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BOARD OF trade returns. < ddiw) 4oiaivToqr
vh fin A, ..bpoiola^ .ad Proof gallons.

IS93

Proof gallons.

Rum, Imports Year 1 892 ... 6,852,240;'
J

,, Consumption
itooiorq s ’^d J ... 4,268,498; ... 3,762,522.

,, Exports ... ... 1,100,356; ’hgr-
... 1,008,563.

Cwts. Cwts.

Coffee, Imports ... . • .. ., j’ 846,971; ' ??)
828,858. j

,, Consumption *'■' ,. v,,. 257,571; j:-; : ••• . 243,433. ,

,, Exports ... •• • . -, , v . 533,806; ,, ,.p 488,399.

lbs. .41 1 Jbs^ |/-n ^’tp

Cocoa, Imports ••• 30,839,525; ••• 32,933,548-

Consumption

,, Exports
... ... 20,797,283; , VC 20,874,995. .

- *” . ... 8,969,740; ... 9^78^65.

• : i.. if i ■.... • Cwts. • Cwts • ! f

Molasses, Imports • ' • *r : ' 616,041 ; <1’9 if 584.747. a

Exports 18^2,211;. ' 6 binds 207,027,1

_ c-r rrt Cwts. . CWp.; ■ - ' J

Ginger, Imports ... c ‘ u-p-’s 34.4I1’’ .... - 61,732

TRINIDAD COCOA.—Messrs. C. M. & C. Woodhouse, in their annual circular of 
January, 1894, quote from Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co. the following figures, showing the 
distribution of the crop from 1st October to 36th September in the following years^

1892-3. 1891-2. iSqOri.
Bags. Bags . . Bags.

England ... ... ... ... ... 43,683 ... 49,858 ... 49,676

: France ...................................................... ••• ■■■ 33>~27
America ... ... ... ... ... 28,970 ... 33,832 30,466

ailWT? nWq vTu-b fwpxd on! > 3/1 9i>4 -o ...... ,
MAIL NEWS.—Barbados, 27th January —Reaping operations will soon be general.' The 

quantity yet fit for delivery is inconsiderable. Weather dry during the fortnight, but suitable for 
those beginning reaping. Demerara, 24th.:—Heavy rains had given way to weather more favourable 
for cultivation. Sugar making had nearly ceased, not much more will bei made before May. 
Immigration .from Barbados was still being considered, but nothing practical had yet been done. 
Jamaica, 22nd.—Trade dull owing principally to peasantry turning their attention to electioneering. 
Pimento finished., and Cocpa just coming in, a good dead still uncured. Trinidad, 24th.—No new crop 
Sugar come forward. Unsettled weather retarded crop operations. Few Estates commenced grinding,
but in another week, Sugar-making would be in full progress. Cocoa coming in more liberally than 
-expected, the showery weather of previous 3 months having increased the yield. A good demand 
first absorbed supplies, after which, easier feeling set in, supplies from Venezuela being liberal. 
Weather generally favourable for crop operations. Antigua, 24th.—Sugar market about to open. 
Reaping will be general in a week, with promise of a fair crop. Good.showers in town, but not 
enough in country to materially affect standing crop.

SHIPMENTS FOR THE YEAR, 1893.

Qi OldcniJ PiOiXl 3£i; OPl Sugar. Rum. Coffee. Cocoa. Asphalte.

■ Tons. ■ - Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons.
British Guiana, 1893 103,464 20,147 — 3.528 —. sbr;

,, 1892 ... 114,075 24,849 — 3,804 —
Trinidad, *893 ... 44,184 675 9,280 J 8,081',880 88,669

,, 1892 ... 48,326 II 19,586 24 W1,380 107,84.7
Barbados, 1893 ••• 66,816 . . ^4- —

,, 1892 ... 58,901 — -7—r __ __
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SUGAR PROSPECTS.—In Germany a considerable number of new Beet factories are 
projected. If these forty-seven factories are installed for the approaching campagne, the German 
production may possibly be raised, with good weather^ to 1,500,000 tons. French papers criticise 
this view as a dangerous exaggeration, and on the whole, it would seem to be a very remarkable 
development. Sugar legislation in United States remains undecided.. It remains to be seen whether 
Congress will finally decide to abolish the-bounty on Home Sugars, and put refined imports oh the 
free list. On the contrary, the possibility of a re-imposition of the duty on raw sugar is discussed 
in American trade circles. The revised Tariff Bill before the Senate proposes a duty of 1 cent 
on raw and on refined. The improvement of price in the States has much improved the tone 
in the United Kingdom. Various estimates of the Cuba crop have been put forward, the tnost 
moderate being 875,000 tons, instead of the 1,000,000 and even higher estimates previously reported. 
There is no doubt the crop will be a good one, yield promising well. Reverting to; beet, the 
opinion is, that Continental sowings will be large, partly owing to the lbw value of cereals, but 
there is nothing definite yet possible. Messrs. Clark give the total of Cane and Beet as follows :—

1893-4. 1892-3. 1891-2.

Cane 3,017,000 2,653,000 2,784,000
Beet 3,841,000 3,429,000 3,501,000

6,858,000 6,082,000 6,285,000

Mr. Czarnikow says (8th February), “ The situation has somewhat improved during the 
week, owing to the news from America, where the Wilson Bill, with some slight modifications, 
is believed to have more chances than expected, and where the Trust, in addition to American 
stocks is supposed to hold most of the first Cuban Sugars and tonnage, rendering purchases of 
prompt Sugars for outside and Canadian refiners more difficult.” Mr. Czarnikow further deprecates 
transactions entirely upon American immediate prices. He does not think the report as to building 
forty-seven new factories in Germany should be taken seriously. Only a few would be likely to 
work next crop.

The Sugar position is therefore rather interesting. So much turns upon the projected 
legislation in the United States, the Cuba crop, and the influence of the value of wheat in increasing 
beet sowings.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Clark de Silva & Co., 8th February).—Europe and afloat from 
the East for Europe, 1,504,000 tons, against 1,432,000 ; United States and afloat to United States, 
141,000 tons, against 140,000; Havana, 142,000, against 71,000. Total, 1,787,000 tons, against 
1,643,000. (Czarnikow, 8th February).—-Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,450,763 tons, 
against 1,364,007; United States, 81,000, against 74,036 ; Havana, 142,000, against 71,228. 
Total, 1,673,763 tons, against 1,509,291.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, 56,562 tons, against 56,199 ; 
deliveries, 67,960, against 70,918 ; stocks, 67,071, against 81,882.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow, 8th February), 13s. against 14s. 4|d. for 
the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.) 
20th January—Finer weather since last message, generally acceptable. 26th January—Weather 
showery and favourable for the cultivation. 9th February—Weather favourable for cultivation. 
(Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis. Campbell & Co.) 29th January—The weather has been finer



since last message, arid is generally favourable for cultivation and grinding. Trinidad (per favour 
of Colonial Company, Limited). 26th January—Showery and unsettled. 6th February—Showery 
and unsettled. (Per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Limited). 5th February—Weather 
favourable. (Per favour of Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co.) 1st February—Weather broken 
reaping about three-fourths of usual produce. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson 
and Gaviller) 17th January—Light partial showers. 30th January—Very dry. rain wanted.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad 
to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 102.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
(T f.. A - r ’ - r in u Jc< > HpuJ ?. jJH J IfOff O’Q(I JS 11 L

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

12th War ch, 1894.

UNITED STATES’ TARIFF.—This does not seem in prospect of any immediate 
settlement, but the possibility of the resumption of Import duties on Sugar has drawn attention to 
the position of the West India Colonies under the Trade arrangement of 1891-2. TheTatbst news 
as to the proposed duties is, that the Bill was to be reported by the Democratic Senators on the 
Senate Finance Committee to the full Committee, with the following proposals, viz.:—one cent 
per pound testing below 80 degrees, 1.10 cents between 80 and 96 degrees, 1.22 cefit between 90 and 
96 degrees, and 1.40 cent over 96 degrees.

Section 3 of the Tariff Law of the Congress of the United States, approved on the 1st 
October, 1890 (commonly called the McKinleyAct), enacted : u That with a view to secure reciprocal 
trade with countries producing the following articles, and for this purpose, on and after the 
1st January, 1892, whenever and so often as the President shall be satisfied that the Government of 
any country producing and exporting sugars, molasses, coffee, tea and hides, or any’ of such 
articles, imposes duties or other exactions upon the agricultural or other products of the United 
States, which in view of the free introduction of such sugar, molasses, coffee, tea and hides into the 
United States, he may deem to be-reciprocally unequal and unreasonable, he shall have the power, 
and it shall be his duty to suspend by proclamation to that effect the provisions of this Act relating 
to the free introduction of such sugar, molasses, coffee, tea and hides, the production of such 
country for such time as he shall deem just, and in such case, and during such suspension, duties 
shall be levied, collected and paid upon sugar, molasses, coffee, tea and hides, the product of, or 
exported from such designated country, as follows : ” (here follow the duties in such cases).

The above enactment attracted attention in the West Indies, and in May, 1891, a Memorial 
was addressed to Lord Knutsford by West India Proprietors, Bankers and Merchants, with regard 
to the possible operation of the above enactment. The Memorial stated that the tariffs of the 
British West India Colonies being raised for revenue purposes only were equal and reasonable, and 
such as might fairly be accepted by the. Government of the United States as fulfilling the 
requirements of Section 3 of above Act. The Memorial prayed that the tariffs should be submitted 
to the United States Government as fulfilling the requirements. Some delay arose in this being 

done, and the Washington Mission was decided upon with the consent of the Colonies concerned. 
In the meantime, Mr. Blaine had sent a despatch to the United States Consuls in the West Indies, 
calling attention to the Reciprocity Clause, and other intimations were given that the President 
would exercise his powers, which were mandatory and not permissive, on the 1st January, 1892. 
When Mr. Lubbock arrived in Washington it was found that an arrangement was absolutely 
necessary to avoid duties being placed upon British West India sugar, and the consequent 
disorganization and possible stoppage of the trade. The arrangement was then made, which was 
approved by the Colonies, and carried out by them in their tariff laws.

The above arrangement was not embodied in any formal treaty j but upon the Colonies 
agreeing to their reductions of tariff upon United States products, there was an exchange of 
diplomatic notes, and the arrangement came into force upon the President, on the 1st February, 1892,
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proclaiming that “ the remissions and alterations of duties in the British Colonies, above mentioned, 
is accepted as a due reciprocity for the action of Congress, as set forth in Section 3 of said Act, 
viz the McKinley Act of i8qo. The agreement with regard to any termination of the 
arrangement is thus expre^d' m Sir to Mr. Blaine, of
December,24th, 1891, and cp^firpied. by Mr. Blaine on December 29th : “The arrangement shall 

remain in force so long as it shall not be modified by the mutual agreement of the Executive power 
of the two Governments, or by the legislative action of the United States, or of the said Colonies 
with the approval of the British Government.” Freedom of action on either side was thus secured. 
The npw proposed action of the United States, obviously .terminates the arrangement and the Colonies 
have perfect freedom of action to deal with their tariffs as they please. Of course, if the Reciprocity 
Clause, or rather principle, is retained in force—that is, a smaller duty on Sugar from countries 
having reciprocal relations, the Colonies may put forward a claim to be treated on such reciprocal 
footing,; biit,. there is at present, no sign of the continuance of differential duties between reciprocal 
and non-reciprocal.^countries, The conclusion is, in effect, that if the new dufies in the United 

States are levied upon all Sugars, whether coming from countries reciprdcal or riot, the arrangement 

of 1891-2 lapses, and the Colonies have perfect freedom of tariff action.

RUM SALES.—Two Meetings of Members of the West Tnd:^ interested in
this question, as. importers, have been held, to consider matters which haVe arisen in regard to 
obscuratioip Immediately before, the Meeting on the 1st March, a circular addressed'by the 
principal .Rum dealers to brokers was indirectly communicated to the Corhmittee. This circular 
said that the dealers would not in future accept as good delivery Rums botight “to aftive.’’ or before 
the obscurations came to bandj which showed Demerafas more than 2-5 per cent, obscuration, arid 
Jamaicas more than 2 per cent. The excessive amount of sediniefit in the casks Was also alleged, 
and it was suggested that the Dock Company should have all casks rolled immediately before 

landing samples are drawn. .

No decision was arrived at, but the general feeling of importers was. not in. favour of 
-the percentages of obscuration proposed. It appears that two xpqthods of testing are in force at the 
Customs : (1.)—The hydrometer, test, which is used,.asame^ns of identifying Rums, and (2.)— the 
distillation test for duty purposes. In the cases of prosecutions of retailers for selling spirits below 
ihe legal minimum of 25 per cent, under proof, the hydrometer i‘s drily used. This test which is merely 
a.sppcific gravity, test, does not take into account the colouring matter'and other1 ingredients by which 
from ,1 to, 10 per rcent. in coloured Rum may be'obscured, although not1 Shoxvn by the hydrometer. 
Such method (the hydrometer,) is, necessarily erroneous as giving invariably a less percentage of 
spirit than actually exist? in the, parcel. The question therefote arose whether it would not be 
better to have qne uniform test thoughoiit, viz distillation, for the satisfaction of the wholesale 
and retail trqde. I,t was, thought desirable, however, before coining to any decision, to Communicate 
with the Customs, The correspondence will be printed when complete.1 It may be added;that the 
law allowing.distillation is 44 Vic. cap. 12, Sec. th And the Sale of Food and Drugs'Act, 42 and 

43 Vic. Cap. 3o> contains the existing law as to what is a good7defence in the case of Rum reduced.
1 110 fOviagiimsrq ton bns viotiibx'jBrn fioiflw m

WEST INDIA MAILS.—The' following letter has been received from the Postmaster- 
General :—

“ The Chairman ; Sir,

“The Postmaster-Genera! has had before him yofiii letters Of the 5th of last'month and 
subsequent dates in= which, om behalf of the West India Committee and of Mer.qha-nts and others 
interested m the West India Mail Service, you request that special trains, may always be used for 
the cdriveyandef to London of Mails landed at Plymouth at times when ordinary trains are not 
available. I am directed to inform you that, in view of the disproportionate expense involved in the
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employment of special trains • to bring on front the pdrts of diseibbarkation the numerous1 Mails 

reaching this Country from places abroad, it has been found:necessary to restrictthe use of‘such 
trains to cases of teal urgency, in which very great advantage can be-gained by that means. The 
principle which regulated the employment of Special Services from Queensto*wn to London for the 
highly-impOrtant American 'Mails is that special trains are only tO'bO used when necessary to afford 
an interval for reply by the next outgoing Mail; and this principle is at present applied to the Mails 
from the West Indies and South Africa landed at Plymouth. In the case of the Mails brought td 
Plymouth by the ‘ Para ’ on the 27th of December last, a better result could, it is true, have been 
obtained if the Mails had been ‘carried On by tht Packet to Southampton, but the contract, while 

providing for ah excellent service, does not provide for an. arrangement whereby the Mails might be 
landed at one port or the other according to circumstances. I am to point out, in particular, as 
regards the present contract, that the interval between fhe arrival of a homeward and the 
despatch.of an outward Mail has been increased by twp days as compared with the interval given 
under the previous contract, and that even in the case of the Mails brought by the ‘Para’ 
there were_five full days in which letters could be answered.

“(Signed} H. Buxton Forman.”

It. is proposed to have the follgwing question to the Pqspnaster-General asked ip the House of 
Commons : “ Whether he. received a Memorial in the early part of January last from firms in the 
United. Kingdom interested in the regular arrival and prompt delivery of the. Mails from the British 
West Indies and South America. Whether it is true that the incoming Mail, arriving, at Plymouth 
between the hours of 8 p.m. and 4 a.m. is detained, owing to the discontinuance of provision for a 
special train, for a number of hours, thus delaying the delivery of letters in England and Scotland 
for a whole business day-; and, whether he will make such afrangements, by providing a special train, 
when necessary, as will carry out the provisions of the contract, and always allow of the earliest 
possible delivery of the West Indian and South American Mails in the United Kingdom.”

Zr 2x1 arj fdoiaM diB woditrnW.)! 1? 88__ TMhLT dO .T3HP!
GRENADA.—A London firm connected with Grenada, writes : “ We learn that the bye-wny 

rates have been abolished, and that the land tax is 1/- per acre.”

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Mr. C^arnikow says (8th March): “ Prices fairly maintained, owing 
to shipments to America. The, tariff.question of course coptains/elements of uncertainty.” Messrs. 
H,. Clark,,De Silva & Co., say* (8th March)’: “ That a duty on sugar in- U.S. is now; considered 
certain, but until a formal- decision is announced^ no decided action, so far as market is coaperned, 
will be taken. Mr. Licht has increased his estimate for-Germany by co,000 tons, and the European 
excess of production is estimated at 433,000 tons. The bounties on home production An Germany 
are now being strongly opposed there. The Cane estimates for 1893-4 are now 3,017,000 against 
2,654,000 tons, and Beet 3,861,000 against 3,429,^0'00, making a total supply of Cane ahd Beet for 
1893-94, 6,878,000 against 6,083,600 tons in 1892-3. In France there will be an extensionof sowings. 
In all the Beet countries an increase of sowings is probable, but of course this is at present 
purely speculative.” 
io! yiEteroed orfLo; mpdi .fines oj. bMsuupe’i axe .rnedl gmnisJ»r lo. suonsub ion fins W mgkqWzeu 

MAIL NEWS.;—British Guiana, 22nd February .—Nothing further has been done with regard 
to Barbados immigration. Correspondence on the subject of the Berbice and West Coast Railways 
published. Applications for 7,500 Coolie immigrants have been made for season 1894-5. The 
same will be approved, although it is understood the Secretary of State does not approve of the 
Government taking over the roads. 1 Dr. Carrington, the Attorney-General, was coming to England 
on leave by Mail. A revised edition of the “ Statute Law of the'Colony ” was before the Court of 
Policy. The weather had been rather heavy, but there had been a few days finer weather. 
Trinidad, -21st February.—Sugar-making progressing satisfactorily and shipments commencing.
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Restricted supplies of Trinidad and also Venezuela cocoa reported. Sugar-making general, and 
weather generally favourable for crop operations. Jamaica, 19th February.—Trade recovering from 
Election excitement. The following are the new Members of Council: Mr. Constantine Burke, 
Mr. R. H. Jackson, Mr. T. H. Sharpe, Rev. H. Clarke, Mr. J. E. Kerr, Mr. J. H. Levy, 
Mr. J. T. Palache, Mr. W. Andrews, Mr. J. M. Farquharson. The Governor, in future, will resume 
his position as Chairman of the Council. Barbados, 24th February.—Weather dry and favourable 

for reaping.

SHIPMENTS, TO FEBRUARY.

Sugar. Rum. Coffee. Cocoa. Asphalte.
Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons.

British Guiana, 1894 ... I5,423 6,461 — — —
„ 1893 ... 12,626

1,884
6,345 — ■ — —

Trinidad, *894 ... --- . 960 3,648,850 13,092
,, 1893 ... 4,384 .— 5,920 L594,94O 12,985

Barbados, 1894 ••• 482 — — — —
„ 1893 ... 465 — — — —

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(H. Clark, de Silva & Co., 8th March).—Europe and cargoes afloat 
from the East for Europe, 1,506,000 tons, against 1,382,000 ; United States and afloat to United 
States, 208,000 tons, against 183,000; Havana/191,000, against 130,000. Total, 1,905,000 tons, 
against 1,695,000. (C. Czarnikow, 8th March).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 1,437,995 
tons, against 1,310,417 ; United States, 107,000, against 112,383 ; Havana, 191,000, against 130,000. 
Total, 1,735,995 tons, against 1,552,800.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, T^9A57 tons, against 103,530 ; 
deliveries, 129,559, against 131,271 ; stocks, 78,367, against 68,860.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow, 8th March), 13s. i|d. against 14s. 3d. 

for the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ltd.), 
12th February—Weather favourable. 20th February—Weather favourable. 26th February— 
Weather middling. 5th March—Weather middling. (Per favour of Colonial Company, Limited) 
20th February—-Weather fine for harvesting. 6th March—Weather fine for harvesting. (Per 
favour of Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co.) 12th February—Weather favourable, crop progressing 
satisfactorily. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 13th February—Seasonable 
weather. 27th February—Slow reaping weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this Office.

•311 i nOcJKOti IO! 3V£n OOP f/- »)

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad 
to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

gth April, 1894.

THE CROWN AGENTS.—Recent proceedings in the Court of Policy respecting the proposed 
Berbice Railway, have caused attention to be drawn to the position and functions of the Crown Agents. 
They were freely criticised by an elective Member. The Secretary of State sent a Despatch to the 
Governor in defence of the Crown Agents, and the Member referred to offered a qualified withdrawal 
of the criticisms to which Lord Ripon had taken exception. There is no doubt of an honest belief 
existing in the West Indies that the arrangements with the Crown Agents are not always the most 
advantageous for the -Colonies,, and that the latter would do better if they were free to give their 
business to ,any English Firm or Agent they might select. This feeling is easily understandable, 
although it is probably founded upon a misapprehension of the actual functions of the Crown Agents, 
the manner in which they are paid, and the character of the work they do.

The position pf the Crown Agents was apparently first defined in a circular to the Colonies by 
the Duke of:Newcastle, Secretary of State, dated 31st December, 1863. The average annual receipts 
and disbursements of the office amounted to ^3,169,217, and the Colonial contributions were only 
^*3,127. The Treasury agreed that the office should be enlarged and the salaries increased. 
A commission of 1 per cent, was to be charged on all loans raised, and interest paid by the Agents ; 
and they, wpre to deal directly with brokers instead of through the Bank of England, thus saving 
the Bank’s Commission of per cent. Any Colony, overdrawing its account, was to be charged 
5 p,er- cept. Interest pn said overdrafts. The principal Colonies employing the Agents were to pay 
fixed annual contributions,

. .f klzi' T> 1Arii frwD 1 ri rv/ • r ■ . lGi* til
In January, 1868, the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos.still further defined the charges, as 

follows : 1st—Fer negotiating new loans, per cent, commission, out of which the Crown Agents will 
meet claims for brokerage; 2nd—For payment of interest, J per cent, on the interest; 3rd—-For 
paying off the principal at maturity, per cent. Lord Kimberley in September, 1870, decided that 
the audit ©f. the Agents’ accounts should be conducted by the local Governments and not as before by 
the Imperial Government, and the Agents were to send their accounts monthly with vouchers. In 
order to check the cash balances, &c., the Agents were to supply the Secretary of State, quarterly with 
a certified statement of their accounts, and the Bankers were also to supply him with certificates of 
the aggregate amounts of cash and securities deposited in the names of the Agents, and these two 
certificates were to be forwarded quarterly by the Secretary of State to each Colony concerned. This 
arrangement still exists. Lord Carnarvon decided, in August, 1874, that these quarterly statements 
should contain particulars (hitherto omitted) of all bills or other convertible securities in the hands



F

2

of the Agents which had not matured when the balances were struck. In 1877, the average business 
amounted to /i,948,000 for Crown Colonies and ^7,533,000 for Representative Colonies. But in 1880, 
it was found that the position of the Agents was anomalous in regard to Colonies having responsible 
Government. Sir R. Herbert, by Lord Kimberley’s direction, said in a letter to the Treasury, 
Nov., 1880, that “ there were obvious objections to a system under whicn officers appointed and supervised 
by Her Majesty’s Government undertake large transactions, and assume large obligations on behalf of 
those Colonial Governments which manage their internal affairs independently of Her Majesty s 
Government.” Steps were then taken to terminate all connection between the Crown Agents and 
the responsible Government Colonies. Sir R. Herbert further said in the above letter although 
their offices (z>. the Crown Agents’) are. under the same roof with this Department (z>. the Colonial 
Office) the Agency is, nevertheless, not an integral part of it, and though the Agents are supervised and 
directed by the Sebretary of State infall’matters of importance, or when any question of principle has 
to be decided, yet they execute considerable transactions without an express instruction in every case.” 
Thby pay rent to the Crown for their office. Sir R. Herbert concludes, “ no closer connection with, 
or more direct responsibility for the transactions of the Agency than previously existed has been 
involved in this removal of the Crown Agents’ Office ; and as previously, they act in the discharge of 
their business not in any sense as Agents of Her Majesty’s Government, but as the Agents of each Colony 
that employs them. The connection of the Secretary of .State with the Agency consists principally in 
superintending and-'directing-'’the-Grown Agents^on behalf of the Colonial Governments,’ and this is 
obviously. of much value as obviating the seribus delay and loss which a reference to the Colony for 
further instructions;would often entail.’’
iyihd i^onorf ms lo idaoh on ai erodT .nohqeoxo hoJeJ ! rd noqiP bio.I mm-v ot aihu v. .* ’ >

Now, the dotibt- as to -where the • responsibility of the Crown Agents ends and that of the 
Secretary of State begins, has always*'given rise to much misapprehension' in the Colonies ; but, while 
it is quite clear that the Secretary "of State-is'in no way financially responsible for the acts of the Crown 
Agents, it is equally evident that, inasmuch as he requires: the-Governments of the Crown Colonies to 
transact their business through those Agents, he is under a full Administrative responsibility to satisfy 
himself that that business is properly conducted. It is the case, also, that the Colonial Under Secretary 
is a trustee, along with the Crown Agents, of the inyestments made by them on behalf of the Colonies 
employing them, except of securities held on account of Colonial Loans with an Imperial Guarantee, 
in which case the Permanent Secretary to the Treasury, is a joint trustee. These arrangements 
are, however• obviously in the. nature of precaution for the due administration of these Trusts.

- The authorised charges have been modified on two occasions since the particulars given above. 
On the 12th May, 1886, Lord Granville-issued a Circular Despatch, stating that since the cessation of 
the Loan work of the responsible Colonies, the income ' of the office had been reduced, so that a 
revision of charges became necessary. Lord Granville says, “The annual disbursement of the Crown 
Agents’ Office, in the six years immediately preceding the withdrawal of the business of the Colonies 
haying responsible Government, averaged ^10,810^400 and in the three years following thkt withdrawal 
the average fell to ^7,323,039. The average annual income has fallen, in the same period, from 

215645 to ^17,102, with the immediate prospect of a* further considerable diminution.”
nrfi ^81 ni yohadmiX broJ .to

The scale of the Crown Agents’ charges was modified as follows, in Lord Granville’s despatch 
oir ^ay/u On Loan business, a commission of | per cent, on the issue and
repayment of loans ; Colonial Governments however, paying in addition the commission of a | per 
cent, which it is the custom to allow on tenders'made through brokers. A commission of $ per 
cent, bii the payment of interest, as at first laid down by Circular of 31st December, 1863, instead 
of J per cent., to which it was reduced by Circular %f-23rd December, 1868. These charges, 
I understand, compare favourably with those 'of leading Banks for like services.’* For financial businesi 
other than that connected with loans, a fixed contribution was settled from all the Colonies whose general
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financial business, as distinguished from loans and commercial transactions, exceeds' £ 10,000 a yekr. 
Lord Granville’s despatch further prescribes the amount of fixed contribution of each Colony. 
A uniform commission of 1 per cent, on all stores obtained through the Crown Agents ;is provided. 
The charge on overdrawn accounts is to be at Bank fate, with a minimum of 3 per bent, instead of 
the uniform rate of 5 per cent, hitherto charged and the half-brokerage on investments. Subsequently, 
by Lord Ripon’s Circular despatch of the loth September, 1893, the following arrangements were 
made :— ’ ;
-Bernie >fn t>rfi yd boJooffis ’/rtnuoj ngiuTOf yiovo OJ stmui TBlimi* bybaooos eidolon oori

1. Colonial Governments to be relieved from the payment of commission of | per cent, 
oh tenders for loans made through Brokers.

? ... m;dr . ".i lew cib: 1 riom ■■ . ft?y .; a 000,000x01 A Suods -noisao^oq nblrdi

2. The Commission payable to the Crown Agents of | per cent, on the pavmeht of 
interest on loans to be reduced to J per cent'.

figlbS lo ebdog rnh noqu C3?oqmi 7 mb r ■

3< The fixed annual contribution payable to the Crown Agents by some of the Colonies to be 
either reduced or abolished.

•. ■ ■ (J -• ' fi T !•> , ... • b 11 -J. :j 1 ’: ' ; ■
One thing is clear, the Secretary of State appoints the Agents. They are paid by .salary from 

the income of their office, and such salary is quite unaffected by any commissions qarned by the Office. 
Successive Secretaries of State have approved the manner—and no doubt deservedly so—nn which thqy 
have conducted their business. The treatment of interest on balances, pf trade discounts, apd. other 
profits accruing to the Colonies is shown in the Agents’ Monthly Accounts and-, the, Secretary of 
State’s Certificates. ... ....... .. .

" lo bi'1 nd v' rn ik-j i T bm; nrioloH odl fii fi iv ri orfj vbodtnu do id//

An impression, we believe, prevails in the West Indies that the Crown Agents, in addition to the 
Commissions authorized by the Secretary, of State, retain the discounts, ailowancbs/br deductions 
which are so frequently made by furnishers of goods. This is not the caie. The^ West? India 
Committee are authoritatively informed that all allowances in any shape are immediately credited 
to the Colonies^ and are shown* on the lace of mvbices and accounts' rendered. In fact the Crown 
Agents’ Office receives no benefit beyond the authorized commissions, and the Agents and their staff 
derive no remuneration whatever^ from their business, rbeyohd‘ their fiAW salaries. fi
fionoiH ndt isrh bnc fnoinuo$I oi sibnl moil nobsigimo fo nobamuaor odt of eldEwovsi oi£ uibnl 
gniinb r-oinueH oJ eoilooD ooo.b rmdt*eol on 'to rfomn'^oB orfr rot Aobio bovioom *sd sibnt ni inogA 

WEST INDIA MAILS.-—The question to the Postmastcr-General, printed in last circular, was 
answered, as follows, in the House of Commons on March 18th. Mr. A. Morley said41 Such a 
memorial has been received and duly answered. When the mails.in question reaching Plymouth miss 
the night mail train to London, they have to be detained for some, hours to go by the next ordinary. 
train ; and the usq of a special train for them; is not, in my opinion, warranted unless an. .interval? for j 
reply by the next outgoing mail is to be obtained, by that means only. The delay does net amount.to/ 
a whole bu^ine^s day. In London, Birmingham, and other places iti^oply a few. hours. In. Scotland 
the letters, instead of being delivered late in the day after their arrival at, Plymouth, are delivered the 
following morning. I am not. aware of any provision in the mail contract requiring the use of 
special trains.”
sod oW ./nnloD rroiaroH e to led) srolod bofteiJE* od bhiod* ^msigimSl aldclifjs rol *oinoloD nwo mo

FAVOURED NATION TREATIES.—It will be remembered that during the late Sugar 
Bounty discussions, the Favoured Nation Treaties with Belgium anil Germany, dated 1862 and 186> 

respectively, although determinable by a year’s notice, were held to be a fatal objection to the West 
India Colonies making their own tariff arrangements, and to the Mother Country giving the Colonies 
any advantages unless they were shared by Foreign Countries. A decided change of opinion hAs taken
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place, now. that Mr. Rpjd, the Victorian. Minister of Defence, i& pursuing his Minion in this Country. 
The following extract from. The Times of March 26th is significant. “A much more remarkable 
anomaly is, however, involved in the other Treaty obstruction, for the removal of which the Colowefi 
are, soliciting the Imperial Government. That a country in which the battle of Iree trade had been 
triumphantly, fought,,^ country that abolished the Corn Laws in ■ 1^46, and made the Commercial 
Treaty with France in i86q, should in 1862 and.again ip 1^65 haveraccepted treaties with Belgium 
and Germany which prevented its own Colonies from trading with it on equal terms of reciprocal 
free trade, unless they accorded similar terms to every foreign country affected by the most-favoured
nation clause,, is one of the extraordinary facts of pomrpe^cial history which, c^r prdy taken as an 
indication of how little we valued our Colonial interests ;p ply thirty year^ ago. Vye^ow import from 
British possessions about ^100,000,000 worth a year, to which India contributes less than a third, and 
the Australasian Colonies, Canada, and South, Africa,., sjightly morethan.haff.- Upon the wholes of this 
trade we have laid the burden that the exports by which these goods are. paid, tor shall be subject to 
every duty imposed upon the goods of Belgium and Germany, and consequently of every other nation 
which trader with opr Colonjps and possessions under a most-fayouredmatjon.-clause. In other words, 
we have laid what proves to be an embargo of about 20 per cent, upon our export trade, with our own 
possessions, and when any colonial free-trader entertains the desire which Mr. Robert Reid expressed, 
to trade as freely with other portions of the Empire as Kent trades with Surrey or Surrey with 
Yorkshire,-he is met by tHdlfnperia) Foreign Treaties, which render the accomplishment of nis wish 

impossible. That we should not have forced our possessions to trade freely with US, was a part of the 

liberty upon which their constitutional existence lias been based. That 
fbrbiddbn fhefffffbMti stP&hd Botihd them to the observance of the prohibiti< 
tfrteir' hkm^^tcd^br^l^ti authority* so strangely 

surprising to find the representatives of all the self-governing Colonies united in a request that trie 
clauses which embody the restriction in the Belgian and German Treaties mav be got rid of.’’

we should absolutely have 
In by engagements made in 
overstrained,' that it is not

di 01 noiffbhE ni ,<megA cv/of3orfi Isdl Djibril yM! -fJ ni dmvtnq /jv^ilod 7/ .nop^inqrni

INDIAN- EMIGRATION TO REUNTON^The fdlTowlh^ fias Bdeff addrb^d' to The
Secretary of Stdbe for India. - ^d-urm! /d bbsni A m mpw’. • w f

bora ylomibbmm 

nO orir nut hl

/ms m i&onsviollE He mdt bumaotm
The Right.Hon. Henry H. Fowler, M.I :■ n - 'mio'j’7 . ■ ~ u h. M! no ■

ms .enoledmcnoo fmnorhuR edl bnbvsd Jrtc

t b;

2 2 nd, Mar eh1 -8 94.

“ Sir,—We beg,respectfully to inquire .whether .the is correct that:the Government of
India are favourable to the resumption of emigration from India to Reunion, and that the French
Agent in India has received orders for the despatch of no less than 6.000 Coolies to Reunion during 
the next;Emigration Season. ■ Th^xjrdvernment of‘Indicate Fully fawar^off!/hie-c^j^tfens1 which have 
caused dhe-cefestiom 1 of IfhisI Entigrat-i^n from British India Rhu fftoff ■ for many vi&Tk :p^,1 and wc 
venture ;to reddest that ydit woufcf Be pleased to inform ms wh^th^r-tA'e (government of India have 
recentljv obtained^anv further pa^iettfars TespeH^ beriditiPrr Trid -treatment of the Cobfoe^ in 
Reunion as<to'-justify proposed f^sumption of this" Efffigratibn/ We atFmuch interested in thv

fest indiesr and in the- Emigtatioti froth India to thOste Colonies, and weirhdeHtand that considerable 
difficulty' i& likely tb be experienced during thfe doming feeasdn iU -securing the number of labourers 
which the British Wfest Indla ’JCdloiVies are anxlbus to dbthih, and* in these eiFcdmstaheek it evideiW 
thatdf the‘-Colony- of’Reunibn’is td-!be allb^d e migrants ’ shch supply- bf libWur wnll bp
at the expense of our own Colonies. We think that you, Sir, will agree with us that the demand frdm 
our own Colonies for suitable Emigrants should be satisfied before that of a Foreign Colony. We beg 
to exPress the that you, Sir, will kindly consent to communicate jyjtb ihc^Govcrument of. India 
upon this subject, which is of so much importance to the British Wc-t India Colonies.

;•/// 01 nohj-’do lend e nd -e T-,:; -z .-..j-Mn Lubbock, Chairman
^-oiuoioD oib gnivig 7/TlfmoD loHjbM ddi or brm friisl rmb liurb >nfcl£fn ^inoloO si

, RUM, SALES.wjai .be printed when obm-pletc.
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BRITISH A^D letter has been received, ^ned by

Major-General Graham and Dr. Anderson, complaining that a portion of the Report of Meeting in 
Circular No. ioi might create an impression injurious to’ the Alliance, and giviifg a corrected report 
of Lord Stamford’s speech as follows :—“ I have not so far identified myself with these Societies (the 
Union and Alliance), as I feet it more advantageous to maintain a' perfect freedofri of action and of 
views, whilst it is possible that their ' methods might hot' at all titties1 commend themselves tb my 
mind.” The letter goes on to explain the objects of the two Sbcietibs, viz., the West India Alliance 
and Union, but there is now no space to quote. /mujeovz-

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana (22ndMarch).—OwingTo the resolute action of the Elective 
Members, resulting in telegraphic communication between the Governor and the Secretary of State, 
the Estates’ Roads are to be taken over by the. Government on 1st’ July-next, land the'number of 
immigrants next season is. to be 7^00. Nice showers'lhad fhilenj doihg much good to* cultivailbri. 
Applications have been renewed for Letters Patent connected with furnaces "for burning -Megass.' 

bnulgnS jo bn£ eroding .ooiflO orii m ^mih

Both in Demerara and Trinidad, resolutions have been passed in accordance with T>r. Comiris’ 
.suggestions on back passage. The grant of AL5°o to the widow of Mr. C. W. Warner, C.B., has 
been concluded. Trinidad revenue for 1894 is estimated at ^3/^44$! and dkpeiidlture ^563,571. 
2,400 immigrants have been provided for. Barbados (24th Match).—Weather too dry'and not 
sufficient wind. Exports, 2,423 hogsheads against 2,4/6/and'18,921 bags''against 12/470. A19

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Beetroot sowings have been commenced in France in some districts, 
but the dryness of the weather is not a good sign. In other countries, including Germany, sowings 
have begun, but rain is wanted. All the countries, except Russia, are expected to show an 
augmentation. Messrs. Willett & Gray, of New York, estimate the total European and Colonial 
crop at 7,326.500 tons, against 6,557,515 in 1892-3. The Beet sowingswill show a substantial increase, 
but of course no estimate of crop can be formed. It appears that some of the reciprocally contracting 
countries with the United States, notably Brazil, require notice of any change of legislation in United 
States. The Tariff legislation in United States is still in a very unsettled state.

SHIPMENTS, TO MARCH.

Sugar.

Tons.

Rum.

Puns.

Coffee.
Lbs.

Cocoa.

Lbs.

Asphalte.

Tons.

Gold.

Oz.

British Guiana, 1894 ... 18,374 6,953 — — — 12,485
1893 ... 14,023 7,322 — — — 15,519

Trinidad, 1894 ... 8,821 4 1,680 5,902,880 20,952 —
1893 ... 13,090 2 5,920 1,994,610 23J49 —

Barbados, I894 ... 4,867 — — — — —
1893 ... 4,115 — — — — —

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 5th April).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 
1,384,99! tons, against 1,283,275; United States, 232,000, against 148,823; Havana, 253,000, 
against 209,000. Total, 1,869,991 tons, against 1,641,098.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, 183,565 tons, against 187,615 ; 
deliveries, 192,042, against 196,266; stocks, 69,990, against 87,950.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow, 5th April), 12s. 6d. against 16s. od. 
for the same time 1893.
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WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 
5th April—Weather favourable for cultivation. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell 
and Co.) 22nd March—Fine rains have fallen generally since last advices. Trinidad (per favour 
of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ltd.), 12th March—Weather favourable. 19th March—Weather 
favourable. 26th March—Weather favourable. 3rd April—Weather favourable. (Per favour of 
the Colonial Company, Limited) 3rd April—Weather fine for harvesting. Barbados (per favour 
ofMessrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 13th March—Slow reaping weather. 28th March—Seasonable 

weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free.. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
tQ this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad 
to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship c.onmiunications,r &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 104.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

7th May, 1894.

RUM.—The following correspondence is reported :—

“ West India Committee, Billiter House, E.C., ^th March, 1894.

“Sir,—Our attention has recently been called to the question of ‘obscuration ’ in rums. We 
are informed that inasmuch as tavern-keepers are legally precluded from selling rums at a strength 
below 25 per cent, under proof, and that in the case of prosecution the rums in question are tested by 
the hydrometer, which of course fails to show the amount of spirit obscured, the tavern-keeper has to 
sell obscured rums at a higher strength than he need do by law, and thus loses the value of the rums 
obscured and the duty laid upon it. It appears to us that under the law, if a given puncheon of rum 
shows an obscuration of 5 per cent., the tavern-keeper is legally justified in reducing his rum to 30 per 
cent, under proof as shown by the hydrometer, and if the obscuration is 3 per cent, he would be entitled 
to water down to 28 per cent, under proof as shown by the hydrometer, since it is a recognized fact 
that the amount of obscuration remains the same at all strengths. We should be very much obliged if 
you would kindly inform us if we are correct in making this statement, and also whether it is not the 
case that the Board of Customs have found that the correct strength of a spirit such as rum, in which 
colouring or sweetening matter is present, cannot be ascertained by Sikes’s hydrometer, and that under 
the 'law as it now stands, the Customs find it necessary to resort to distillation for the purpose of 
ascertaining the true strength of the spirit so distilled, and whether, if such is the case, the Board would 
have any objection that the public should be so informed by means of an official statement in the Board, 
of Trade Journal to the above effect. If this were done, the retail trade would be given an opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with the course which they might ask should be taken in the event of their 
being called upon to justify any apparent reduction they might have made in the strength of rums sold 
by them. It is considered that such information would be very beneficial to the trade concerned.

“ I am, &c.,
“{Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.

“ H. H. Murray, Esq., C.B., &c., Chairman, Board of Customs.”

“Custom House, London, yth April, 1894.

“ Sir,—With reference to your letter dated the 9th ult., requesting information with regard to 
the testing of rum, and whether such information might be made public by insertion in the Board of 
Trade Journal\ I am directed by the Board of Customs to inform you that they have forwarded a copy 
of the enclosed, marked ‘ A’, to the Board of Trade Department, with the request that a statement 
may be inserted in the journal of that department in accordance therewith.

“ I am, &c.,
“{Signed) R. T. Prowse.

“ The Chairman, West India Committee.”

“A.”
“ The West India Committee of Billiter House, London, E.C., having requested that a statement 

should be inserted in the Board of Trade Journal, of the method adopted in the Customs Department 
of ascertaining the true alcoholic strength of spirits to which sweetening, colouring, or other matter 
interfering with the free action of the hydrometer has been added, the Board of Customs state that they 
have found that the correct strength of spirit, such as rum, in which colouring or sweetening matter is 
present cannot be ascertained by Sikes’s hydrometer without first distilling the spirit, and that, under 
the law as it now stands, the Customs resort to distillation in the first instance for the purpose of 
ascertaining the true alcoholic strength of such spirits by Sikes’s hydrometer.

“ Custom House, London, 6th April, 1894. ”
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SUCCESSION TXUXY.—Attention has been called to the following passage in the speech of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, April 23rd.cn the Budget resolutions:—“ Thu duty will be graduated 
according to the scale set forth in the resolution. Property passing on the death of the deceased may 
be of different kinds, the first property which will be dealt with is property of which the deceased is 
competent at the time of his death to dispose. That includes for the first time foreign property 
belonging to persons domiciled in the United Kingdom. I he question has been asked whether such 
property would be liable to double succession duty, one in the Colony and the other in England. An 
endeavour will be made to getithjejpxyp^ explained in the debates on the second reading. It will be 
remembered that a scale of succession duties lias' quite recently been established in British Guiana. 
Full paiffiqul^ qf thi,s (juesjt-fon will be given in next circular.

AVAILS;—The Plymouth Chamber of Commerce invited the West India Committee to be 
represented at their interview with the Postmaster General on April 24th. I he view of the Committee, 
however, has not been favourable to the proposal tq make Plymouth exclusively the port for the mails, 
and it was not thought desirable to attend the deputation. The Committee would of course be glad 
to have their own proposal adopted, vizi: the provisibn of a special train to bring up the mails when 
the .ordinary fast trains do qot serve.

INDIAN EMIGRATION TO REUNION.—India Office to West India Committee.
“iiM April.

“Sir,—With reference fp yoqr letter pf the 22nd March l am directed by .Mr. Secretary Fowler 
to,'mforfn you that the government ,of Lidia have made pertain. proposals as to the conditions under 
which they will be prepared to allow the recruitment of Indian labourers for Reunion to be 
resumed, but these proposals have dipt yet been • submitted to. thp French Government, apd no action 
can,be taken under ffie‘India. Emigfatibp Act, 1^83, until the. conditions have, been fully agreed to 
and'enibpdied .in a Conyeptipn. It Is, therefore, very uplj.kely that 6,000, or. even any labourers can 
be, pngaged for Reunion during .the. current .year, lam to add that the-Government of India are in 
possession of full information as to the condition of the Indian labourers now in the Colony. having 
rpceptiy ,’deppted a special Qommi^icfo for. the. purpose, 'of investigating, the whole subject on the 
spot. The proposals which have(now been submitted are based on the recommendations made in the 
Commissioner’s Report. . . .
KuwA od.tVi /dinner mi jdLJub /' ■ -Rbav.”

UNITED STATES TARIFF.—The following is from Times, April :—
“ The final form in which the Sugar Dmrns are arranged is 40 per cept. valorem on all Sugars, • 

with ohe-eignth of. a cent; additiphal on refined, afso one-tenth of a .cent . .more when imported' From a 
country which pays bounties to producers/ These Duties are to come info1 effect on January 1st, thus 
continuing the present bounties for thife‘ybar.” It remains to be seen, of course, whether these 
provisions yyiU . - ...

INDIAN EMIGRATION.—Mr.'O4<W<.Warner;. Acting. Emigration Agent for British r.Giiiaha 
in Calcutta, has reported to the Secretary of State that unless emigrants are very much more plentiful 
than they were last season it will be impossible to satisfy the indent of the Colony for 7,200 Statute 
Adults.

< AvAE a- .zoozc.l .up; 11 0= : ■
. CARAMEL. At a Meeting of the Royal Agricpltural, and Commercial Society of. British 

Guiana, held dfi Thmsday/March 8th; 1894,’the following7 refohitfon wd^ adopted '
1 hat the suip,of I.w,o Hundred Dollars be .paid from the funds pf the. Society, on the 

avrarcl of( its. Agricultural Corpmittee, to speh pqr?on .or persons as .shall, by the 30th of 
September next, inform . this. Society .of spme improved wpy of producing, Caramel,— 
combined with its economical manufacture,—for colouring rum for market and 
producing the: least degree of obscuration.”

BRITISH GUlXNA LAWS. The thanks of thq We^t Indfo Committee are due to 
His Excellency the Governor of British Guiana, for transmitting through the Government Secretary 
a copy of the Laws for the year 1893. 7

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana (18th April).—Dr. Grieve, the Surgeon-General, has retired 
Wahbridge, .Medical Inspector of Estates .Hospitals, will act as Surgeop-General 

M we^I was favourable ,to cultiv^tidnl-^Jataica (April 17th).—Legislative Council 
passeti lesolution in .favdur of extension of term of office of Sir Herby Blake * The Coffee 
crop is just over ; the coming one promised to be very large.——Trinidad, 18th April.—Sugar making

-U a satisfactory. Shipmehts'Continue to go forward freely to
c CT*very limited ; values have not been in any way affelted ' 

°^rons from Europe, and keen competition continues for the small quantities’offering 
Srt T? Sugar. Venezuelan Cocoa.-New' crop comes forward in about
two months, before wmeh no increase of supplies expected.------Aftrfgua 18th April__General rain much 
wanted, although growing crop continues to look promising. . P

23rd.cn


SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Weather has been very variable in France. Rain has not been 
sufficiently general. Sowings approaching their end, which will be earlier than usual. In general, 
although there are complaints of insects, the coming crop is in satisfactory condition. The sowings 
have been larger and the ground better prepared, and nothing is wanted but favourable seasons. In 
Germany the sowings are generally terminated. The condition of the roots is reported satisfactory, 
notwithstanding insects and want of sufficient rain. The best means of dealing with prospective low 
prices, whether by union of fabricants for sale of sugar or otherwise, is being discussed in Germany. 
Mr. Czarnikow says (3rd May) the firmer tone in the United States market, which is slightly under 
European parity, has somewhat influenced markets here, especially as the European excess is not so 
important, but the great increase in stocks in America and Cuba, with the Duty question in abeyance, 
may keep the American Refineries out of the European Beet market.

SHIPMENTS, TO APRIL.

Sugar. Rum. Coffee. Cocoa. Asphalte. Gold.
Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons. Oz.

British Guiana, 1894 ... 20,821 7,378 — — — 23,408
. l893 — 15,112 7,942 — — — 26,822

Trinidad, 1894 ... 18,201 4 2,160 7,598,290 3L579 —
1893 ... 21,057 2 5,920 2,369,970 32,433 —

Barbados, 1894 ... 12,319 — — — —
1893 9,873 — — — — —

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 3rd May).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 
1,182,416 tons, against 1,069,782 ; United States, 265,000, against 127,809 ; Havana, 310,000, 
against 228,000. Total, 1,757,416 tons, against 1,425,591.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, 236,807 tons, against 251,038 ; 
deliveries, 249,667, against 257,254; stocks, 65,598, against 90,385.

APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT.—Mr. N. T. Christopherson, 51, Thornlaw Road, 
West Norwood, connected with Anna Regina Estate in business capacity in London from 1885 to 
date of amalgamation, wishes position in Mercantile House. Good testimonials.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow, 3rd May), ns. 8d., against 18s. 3d. 
for the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 
nth April—Fine rains have fallen generally since last message. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, 
Curtis, Campbell and Co.) 26th April—Weather favourable for cultivation and grinding. Trinidad 
(per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ltd.), 9th April—Weather favourable. 16th April— 
Weather favourable. 23rd April—Weather favourable. 30th April—Weather favourable. (Per 
favour of the Colonial Company, Limited) 16th April—Weather fine for harvesting. 1st May— 
Weather fine for harvesting. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 10th April- 
Seasonable weather. 24th April—Seasonable weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 105.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

4^ June, 1894.

WEST INDIA MAILS.—It is publicly announced that forms of Tender for anew Contract 
have been issued. The existing one came into force on the ist July, 1890, and expires on the 
30th June, 1895. The Committee are informed by the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, that there is 
a movement in favour of making that Colony the principal port in the West Indies. Barbados, of 
course, will strongly support the present arrangement, and it must also be considered how such an 
alteration, would affect Jamaica, the Windward .and Leeward Islands, and Demerara. The Committee 
will be glad to receive expressions of opinion on this important matter.

COLONISTS AND THE BUDGET.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer has promised to 
give the following letter his “careful consideration ” :—

“ 24//^ May, 1894.

“Sir,—As representing holders of property in the West India Colonies, we have observed 
with much interest your announcement that the death duties proposed to be levied under the Finance 
Bill will include property in the Colonies' where similar duties are in force in aid of Colonial Revenues, 
and owned by persons’who may, at the time of decease, have been domiciled in the United Kingdom. 
We beg respectfully to point out, that in all the Colonies in the West Indies there are heavy taxes on 
land, and irr British Guiana there is a succession duty graduated up to 5 per cent, according to 
relationship. We think it would be very unjust that succession duties should be charged twice over 
on the same property, once by the Colonial Government and again by the Imperial Parliament. We 
may further point out, that anyone holding property in the Colonies and resident in this Country not 
only pays Income Tax upon the Income derived from such property but through himself and family 
contributes in other ways to the Income of this Country besides paying local rates. It seems, 
therefore, economically unwise to discourage1 such residence in this Country on the part of Colohists by 
heavy death duties. Wei beg to support the arguments addressed to you, Sir, by the Royal Colonial 
Institute as to the discouragement of investments in the Colonies which would be caused by the 
proposed system of double duties. We quite agree that the mechanical difficulties of ascertaining the 
value of such property for assessment in this Country would be insuperable, especially in the West 
Indies, dependent as that value must necessarily be upon the amount of ■ bounty granted by Foreign 
Governments from time to time to their Sugar Industries.

“(Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman."

RUM SURTAX.—Treasury to West India Committee.
“ 7 th May, 1894.

^Sjr,—The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had before them your 
letter of 27th January addressed to the.Chancellor of the Exchequer asking, on behalf of the West 
India Committee, for a modification of the Surtax or Countervailing; Duty now. charged on Colonial 
Rum on admission iptQ^the United Kingdom. My Lords regret that they are unable to entertain your 
proposal. They agree in the view expressed by. Mr. Gladstone in 1881 ; that the question is one 
which concerns the Colonial Governments rather, than the Government of this Country, and, that if 
any redress is, necessary it should be. looked for not in a heavier burden laid on the Home 
Manufacturer, but in the imposition by the. Colonial Government of such an export allowance as 
would compensate for any disadvantage suffered by.the Colonial Manufacturer.

“ (Signed) E. W. Hamilton.”
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TRINIDAD.—Colonial Office to West India Committee.
“ 24/^ May, 1894.

“ Sir,—I am directed by the Marquis of Ripon to transmit to you, for the information of the 
West India Committee, a copy of the correspondence between the Government of Trinidad and the 
Honourable G. T. Fenwick, with reference to a memorial which his Lordship has received through the 
Governor from planter^ and employers of Indian labour in the Colony, asking for the introduction of 
3,000 Indian immigrants this year, and in each of the two following years. I am to state that his 
Lordship has authorized the Emigration Agent at Calcutta to recruit 3,000 Coolies for introduction into 
Trinidad this season, if so many can be obtained, which appears to be very doubtful, but that he has 
informed the Governor that he is not prepared at present to give any pledge as to the number of 
immigrants.to be introduced into the Colony in future years. His Lordship has not thought it necessary 
to require any undertaking or assurance from the planters with regard to the proposed \ olunteer 
organization as a condition of the introduction of these additional Coolies ; but he trusts that those 
Trinidad planters who are members of the West India Committee will set a patriotic example by giving 
an assurance of their readiness to support the Volunteer system in the manner expressed in 

Mr. Fenwick’s letter.
“ (Signed) Edward Wingfield.’’

Trinidad ’Government to Mr. Fenwick.
“ ibth April, 1894.

‘ Sir,—His Excellency^ the Governor, has under his consideration the petition forwarded by the 
letter, dated the 4th instant, signed by yourself and others, addressed to the Most Honourable the 
Secretary of JState, praying that his lordship may approve of the introduction of not less than 3,000 
Coolies annually for the?next three years. 2.—I am to enquire whether the representatives of the 
Planting interest are prepared to undertake that the Volunteer system, including the mounted corps, 
which has beenorganized for the defence and internal security of the Island, shall receive the full and 
hearty support of the owners and managers of Estates. As you are aware, this support has in some 
degree been withdrawn of late, particularly from the mounted corps, but the Governor considers it 
absolutely necessary, in view of a proposed considerable increase of the Indian population, that these 
corps shall be effectively established and maintained in the numbers and on the basis for which 
provision is, or may be made in the annual estimates. 3.—If at a meeting of the leading representatives 
of the Planting interest, which the Commandant of the Local Forces, the Hon. Colonel Man, would be 
ready to attend, a resolution indicative of full and hearty support of the Volunteer organization, both 
mounted and foot, could be adopted, His Excellency will be prepared to give his support to the 
Petition to the Secretary of State.

(Signed) C. G. Knoll vs, Colonial Secretary.”

Mr. Fenwick to Trinidad Government.

z^th April, 1894.
The following is an extract :—“ Since receiving your letter I have, in company with the 

Honourable A. P. Marryat and Mr. Macfarlane (Attorney for Messrs. Burnley & Co.,) had an 

interview with Colonel Man, and ascertained from: him that the support required by the Government 
was, practically, as follows :—That a mounted corps should be raised of not less than a hundred men. 
This to be divided into 4 troops. 25 men being raised in Port of Spain, 25 at St. Joseph, 2- at Couva, 
and 25 in Naparima. The Port of Spain troop to be recruited in the town and it§ Suburbs ; and for the 
three country troops, each estate of any importance in the vicinity to furnish a man and a horse_ both 
to be approved by the Colonel Commandant—the horses remaining the property of those furnishing 
them, and being worked as usual when not on duty. The Government to provide uniforms" 

accoutrements, and all other necessaries for the troop. Each man to attend 20 drills durino- the 
first year of service and 12 in each subsequent year, and to give in each year one week’s
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permanent duty, during- which week men and horses will be quartered in St. James’ Barracks. 
No drills or permanent duty to be exacted during the Crop season. Owing to the fact that 
there are few. large Cocoa estates, within easy reach of the proposed depots, and that even the largest 
of them have rarely more than one resident employe of the class from which it would be desirable to 
recruit, the burden of raising the country troops would fall principally on the Sugar estates. The 
owners of these are, with a few exceptions, resident in England, and I question whether their 
representatives here would act in this matter without first consulting them. Under such circumstances, 
time would be gained if the proposals of His Excellency were submitted direct to the West India 
Committee in London, by the Secretary of State, and I think it would be a preferable course, in many 
ways, to submitting His Excellency’s letters to a public meeting here. Personally, I consider the 
scheme sketched out by Colonel Man to be a thoroughly practical one, which is much more than can 
be said for recent attempts, and I shall not hesitate to recommend it as such to the West India 
Committee,'being Confident that, assured of the sympathy of the local Government with their urgent 
need for an increased supply of Coolie labour, the Trinidad proprietors will not be backward in giving 
the Government such hearty support as is now asked for the Volunteer system. I, however, respectfully 
submit that the Immigration question is one of sufficient importance to be dealt with on its own merits. 
The raising of the Country Troops of Mounted Volunteers will affect, to any appreciable extent, only 
some half dozen or more large Sugar estate proprietors, while the introduction of a proper supply of labour 
affects, directly, the whole agricultural community, and indirectly, every other section-of the community 
of the Colony. An average of 2,500 Coolies having been introduced for the last 20 years, the extra 
increase caused by raising the number to 3,000 annually represents considerably less than one per cent, 
on'the total Indian population of about 70,000. So small an increase can hardly constitute a danger 
to the Colony, necessitating the establishment of a special mounted force to control it. What is, I 
venture to point out, more urgently required, is capable management of a very easily led people by the 
Immigration Department. In the present Prptector and Sub-Protector, we have not, whatever may 
be their qualifications, such qualifications as fit them for the post they occupy. Men who have been to 
a great extent brought up in India, who have a perfect command of the language, have a thorough 
knowledge of the East Indian character, and who will be in touch and sympathy with our Indian 
labourers, are simply indispensable as heads of the departments ; and co-incident with the appointment 
of such men, it would be most desirable to have a thorough revision and consolidation of the 
Immigration Laws.

^(Signed) G. Townsend Fenwick.”

CARONI, TRINIDAD.—The West India Committee have forwarded the following Memorial 
to the Secretary of State :—

“215-/ May, 1894.

u We, the undersigned Proprietors and Merchants owning or representing large Estates in the 
Valley of the Caroni River in the Island of Trinidad, beg to represent to your Lordship the urgent 
necessity fortheadoption of measures to prevent or mitigate the now frequently recurring floods of 
the above river, by which much damage is done at every heavy rainfall to the properties in which 
we are interested. 'The public roads of the district suffer considerably from the same cause, and we 
are informed, and we believe, that the health of the locality is also prejudicially affected thereby. 
Prior to the construction of the Government Railway, money was voted in the Public Estimates for 
the purpose of removing • tree-stumps and other obstructions from the mouth of the river, but since 
the completion of the railway this work has ceased’ with the result that the river mouth has become 
gradually blocked and silted up, and the natural outflow of the rainfall has been obstructed, causing 
the floodings above referred to. We do not deny that prior to the construction of the railway floods 
occasionally occurred, but the river mouth and channel being free, the water remained on the 
cultivated land only a few hours and did no harm. Now the flood waters are backed up and remain 
upon the land often for days; ordinary drainage is inoperative, and the crops are almost entirely
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destroyed. Early in 1893 a concession was granted to Mr. Labastide for the reclamation of the 
Caroni swanip at the river mouth, and the work if carried out would have necessitated the diainage 
of the area concerned by the provision of a proper outlet to the river. Nothing has been done under 
the concession, arid we are informed that it will lapse in the month of June in the present year. our 
Lordship is doubtless aware that, year by year, the Harbour of Port Spain is becoming silted up. 
It is the common opinion in the Island, and we firmly believe it to be the fact, that much silt is 
brought down by the Caroni. If the mouth of the river were open this would flow out to sea, but in 
consequence of the blocking it is diverted into the Harbour. We would therefore respectfully request 
that your Lordship would be pleased to communicate with the Govemor-in-Council upon the matter, 
with the view of adopting measures at the earliest moment to remove or mitigate the serious evils 
of which we now humbly complain to your Lordship.” (Signed by Proprietors interested.)

BEET . PROSPECTS.—The cold weather in France gave to May an abnormal character. 
The weather is against the Beet, and tends to lose the advance which had been gained as compared 
with previous, years. There is little progress in vegetation. Final results of course cannot be 
estimated. The ^ame uncertain weather has been experienced in Germany and other countries, but 
with greater variations in the temperature and rainfall. Mr. Licht says the current crop of 1893-94 
shows a surplus pf 432,000 tons against 1892-93. He gives (26 May) a more favourable account of the 
existing, sowings. Vermin seerps to be generally complained of. Mr. Licht thinks that the 
Qyer-productiou of Beet will cause Iqss to Agriculturists, Mr. Czarnikow (31 May reports greater 
firmness for ready and June Beet, owing to some shipments for U.S, English refiners arc working 
on reduced stocks. The period of large consumption is beginning, with perhaps a healthier demand. 
Mr. Czarnikow thinks prospects of the Beet sowings remain favourable with the warmer weather.

SHIPMENTS TO i6th MAY.

Sugar.
Tons.

Rum.
' Puns.

Coffee.
Lbs.

Cocoa.
Lbs.

Asphalte.
Tons.

Gold. 
Oz.

British Guiana, 1894 ... 22,399 8,181 — 33,665
1893 ••• 17,33! 8,288 > — — — 38,571

Trinidad, 25,157 . 294 6,800 9,106,530 37,974
18 93 32,390 127 5,920 3,896,810 44,490 —

Barbados, 18 94 ... 31,000 — — _ _
1893 ••• 30,632 — — _ __ __

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 26th May), Europe 1,001,026 tons against 887,532 ; United 
States 267,000 against 99^609 ; Cuba, 314,960 against 238,456, floating to North America 18,148 
against 37,337 5 total 1,601,134 tons against 1,262,934 (C. Czarnikow, 31st May) ; Europe and cargoes 
afloat-to, Europe 2,‘017,348 tons against 880,623 5 United States 265,000 against 99,609 ; Cuba 310,000 
,4ga^riSt; .241.,008.; total. .1,592,348., tons: against 1,221,240.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894 295,540 tons against '311,^4 ; 
deliveries 361,775 against 315,690 ; Stocks 72,242 against 91,965.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88> (0. Czarnikow, 31st May) us. 9L against 18s. -d. for 
the same time 1893.

. WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of. Messrs. Jno., McConnell & Co.), 26th 

. ay—Weather dry with occasional showers, but more would be acceptable. Trinidad (per favour of 
the Colonial. Company, Limited), 16th May-Weather fine for harvesting. 25th May-Showerv 
and unsettled. (Per . favour of Messrs. William. F. Burnley & Co., Limited), 22nd May-Weather 

?8th May—Weather favourable. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & GaviUer) 
t ' May—\ ery dry, rain wanted. Jamaica^ favour of Messrs. Gillespie Brothers & Co.), 26th Mav- 
Heavy seasons general. * *

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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WEST INDIA MAILS.—-The principal features of the new tender for contract are—ji) That 
the port of departure is left open for consideration. The Plymouth Chamber of Commerce have been 
strongly urging that Port as the exclusive port, in substitution for Southampton. The West India 
Committee have expressed no opinion regarding this proposal, as for London especially Southampton is 
convenient. (2-)- The Postmaster-General again reserves the right to substitute St. Lucia for 
Barbados.' The Trinidad Chamber of Commerce wish that Colony to be selected in preference to either 
Barbados, or St. Lucia. The West India Committee, representing the interests of all the Colonies, 
have not?'been committed to any policy in this respect, and if any movement is made at all the Only 
way seems to be to leave it to the individual Colonies concerned ; but the Secretary will he glad to 
receive any communications on this-subject. (3) The rates of speed are different within the following 
limits. Form A, 13 knots rhain line, Branch Barbados to Demerara 10 knots, other branches 16 and 8^ 
respectively. Form Bj 14-10-8-^-; Form C, 13 knots main line, 11 knots Barbados to Demerara ; the 
other two branch lines 9^ knots. Form D, main line 14 knots, branch line Barbados to Demerara 11 knots, 
and ;on the two other branch lines knots. Should the rate of speed be accelerated as above suggested, 
for inter-colonial service, the time saved should be so arranged as to avoid arriving at unseasonable hours. 
The existing time table seems to provide' for convenient times, except in Barbados, for arrival and 
departure. The Barbados times should certainly be amended. But the question has been asked, should 
any time be saved by greater speed, would it be satisfactory to preserve Southampton as head quarters
and call at Plymouth for Mails, thus allowing letters (for instance) to be posted on Thursday morning 
instead of Wednesday morning as at present. The general opinion in London seems to be that any 
saving of time should be given to the Colonies.

In the four Forms of Tender issued, there are four routes '; as follows.:—
• fin : ... ••

Form A. Speed 13 for (1), to for (2), 8^ for (3 and 4).

(1) From (U.K.) to Colon, calling at Barbados, Jacmel, and Jamaica, and back (on the return 
voyage) from Colon to (U.K.), calling at Jamaica, Jacmel, and Barbados ; (2) prom Barbados to 
Demerara direct, and back (on the return voyage) from Demerara to Barbados direct; (3) From 
Barbados to Tobago, calling at St. Vincent, Grenada, and Trinidad, and back (on the return voyage) 
from Tobago to Barbados, calling at Trinidad, Grenada, and St. Vincent ; and (4) From Barbados to 
St. Thomas, calling at St. Lucia, Martinique, Dominica, Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Antigua, Nevis, and 
St. Kitts, and back (on the return voyage) from St. Thomas to Barbados, calling at St. Kitts, Nevi^, 
Antigua, Montserrat, Guadeloupe, Dominica, Martinique and St. Lucia.

Form B. Speed 14 for (i), 10 for (2), 8| for (3 and 4).

(1) From (U.K.) to Colon, calling at Barbados, Jacmel, and Jamaica, and back (on the return 
voyage) from Colon to (U.K.), calling at Jamaica, Jacmel, and Barbados. (2) From Barbados to 
Demerara direct, and back (on the return voyage) from Demerara to Barbados direct. (3) From 
Barbados to Tobago, calling at St. Vincent, Grenada, and Trinidad, and back (on the return voyage) 
from Tobago to Barbados, calling at Trinidad, Grenada, and St. Vincent ; and (4) From Barbados to 
St. Thomas, calling at St. Lucia, Martinique, Dominica, Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Antigua, Nevis and 
St. Kitts, and back (on the return voyage) from St. Thomas to Barbados, calling at St. Kitts, Nevis) 
Antigua, Montserrat, Guadeloupe, Dominica, Martinique, and St. Lucia.
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Form C. Speed 13 for (1), 11 for (2), 9I for (3 and 4).

(1) From (U.K.) to Colon, calling at Barbados, Jacmel and Jamaica, and back (on the return 
voyage) from Colon to (U.K.), calling at Jamaica, Jacmel and Barbados ; (2) From Barbados to 
Damerara direct and back (On the return voyage) from Demerara to Barbodos direct ; (3) From 
Barbados to Tobago, calling at St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada and Trinidad, and back (on the return 
voyage) from Tobago to Barbados, calling at Trinidad, Grenada, St. Vincent and St. Lucia; and (4) 
From Barbados to St. Thomas, calling at Martinique, Dominica, Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Antigua, 
Nevis, St. Kitts and Tortola, and back (on the return voyage) from St. Thomas to Barbados, calling 
at Tortola, St, Kitts, Nevis, Antigua, Montserrat, Guadeloupe, Dominica and Martinique.

Form D. Speed 14 (No. 1), 11 (No. 2), 9^ (Nos. 3 and 4).

(1) From (U.K.) to Colon, calling at Barbados, Jacmel and Jamaica, and back (on the return 
voyage) from Colon to (U.K.), calling at Jamaica, Jacmel and Barbados ; (2) From Barbados to 
Demerara direct, and back (on the return voyage) from Demerara to Barbados direct ; (3) From 
Barbados to Tobago, calling at St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada and Trinidad, and back (on the. return 
voyage) from Tobago to Barbados, calling at Trinidad, Grenada, St. Vincent and St. Lucia ; and 
(4) From Barbados to St. Thomas, calling at Martinique, Dominica, Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Antigua. 
Nevis, St. Kitts and Tortola, and back (on the return voyage) from St. Thomas to Barbados, calling at 
Tortola, St. Kitts, Nevis, Antigua, Montserrat, Guadeloupe, Dominica and Martinique.

DEMERARA SUGARS AND REFINERS’ CRYSTALS.—The “ Grocer ” of 9th June 
prints a letter from Messrs. Abram Lyle & Sons, Limited, in which they deny that genuine Demerara 
attains its complexion by some natural process, whereas all other Yellow Sugars are artificially 
coloured. They say that “all Demerara Sugars are invariably artificially coloured.’’ The following 
reply was inserted in the “ Grocer ” of 23rd June :—

“ The Editor, Sir,—In your issue of June 9th a letter appears from Messrs. Lyle & Sons 
bearing upon the “artificial colouring of sugar” with reference to “refiners’ yellow” and Demerara 
Crystals. Messrs. Lyle are quite at liberty to say what they please about their own sugars, but when 
they take upon themselves to assert that Demerara cane sugars are artificially coloured equally with 
their own, they should take care to make themselves acquainted with the details and principles of 
Demerara manufacture before committing themselves to a statement so damaging to the latter. As a 
matter of fact, the lemon-yellow colour of true Demerara sugars—and also of West Indian Island sugars 
made on the Demerara system—is derived from the colouring matter of the cane juice itself; the 
chemical methods of clarification and purification adopted, which cannot in any sense be described as 
the use of colouring matter, are rendered necessary in order to leave the colouring matter present in 
the juice in its natural condition. The colour of Demerara sugars, therefore, due to the cane juice 
itself, admits of no comparison with the aniline dye used to colour the crystals of Messrs. Lyle. 
Messrs. Lyle go on to say, “ many planters have copied the system of colouring adopted by us.” This 
is misleading, the real facts of the case being that in a few isolated cases, where a good natural colour 
was not obtainable, from difficulties connected with the manufacture, colouring matter was 
experimentally tried, but almost universally with unsatisfactory results.

I am, &c., N. Lubbock, Chairman^ West India Committee I

RUM SURTAX.—It is hoped that this question will be raised in the debate on the Spirit 
Duties imposed by the Finance Bill. The surtax of qd. on Colonial and Foreign Spirits constitutes a 
large protection on Whiskies and other home-made spirits, and for this reason it is so difficult to be 
heard in Parliament,, where Scotch and Irish Whiskey manufacturers have so much influence with the 
Government.- The position is, that Colonial Produce is unduly taxed for the benefit of Home 
Whiskey and Gin.
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TRINIDAD.—In continuation of the correspondence printed in last Circular, the following 
letter has been addressed to Lord Ripon :—

“4//; June, 1894. 
u My Lord Marquess,

“ With further reference to Mr. Wingfield’s letter of the 24th May, enclosing, by your Lordship’s 
direction, copy of correspondence between the Government of Trinidad and the Hon. G. T. Fenwick, 
with regard to certain questions relating to Immigration and the formation of a Mounted Troop, I have 
the honour to inform your Lprdship that the same has been communicated to the Trinidad Members 
of the Committee, with the result that the principal Proprietors of Estates, as stated below, have 
agreed to support Mr. Fenwick’s proposal for a Mounted Troop, as, explained in his letter to the 
Trinidad Government of the 28th April last.

“ (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman”
(Here follows the list of signatures.)

CARONI, TRINIDAD.—In reply to Memorial printed in last Circular, Lord Ripon says 
(6th June) “ That a copy has been sent by this mail to the Governor for his consideration and report.”

BRITISH GUIANA IMMIGRATION.—The Revd. H. V. P. Bronkhurst, the well known and 
highly respected Missionary connected with the Wesleyan Church in British Guiana has recently published 
a letter in the “ Daily Chronicle ” of that Colony, giving a most interesting account of the religious and 
social condition of the Coolie Immigrants from Southern India, with whom he has been brought 
into contact by his missionary labours, now extending over 33 years. He says, “ knowing as I do the 
different places in Southern India where good labourers are to be found and obtained, and knowing 
also the temporal (to say nothing of their moral and spiritual) wants and conditions of the vast masses 
of the labouring population, and desiring, if possible, to do good by persuading them to come over to 
Demerara, the land of Goschen, the land of Plenty, the Poor Man’s Paradise, I am induced to write to 
you, hoping you will be pleased to find a short space in your excellent journal, that it might be read by 
all and explained to the labouring classes of people with whom they come into contact in different parts 
of the land. No Indian Immigrant, be he Pariah, Pallan, Chakli, Sudra, Vellallan or else, is debarred 
or prevented from rising higher and higher in social status and worldly circumstances if he is only 
active, diligent, strictly honest, and attends to his allotted task or work in the Sugar-cane field.” Mr. 
Bronkhurst, who is well acquainted with Southern India and the condition of its people, speaking of 
the condition of the Coolies in British Guiana concludes his letter as follows : “ As this Colony is not 
a Paradise for fools, but for honest and industrious labourers, we do not require loafers, barbers, beggars 
and mendicants, but agricultural labourers or persons who would be willing to work and earn fair 
wages by doing a fair day’s work. I may state here that in British Guiana people experience no famine, 
cholera, small pox, want of rain, &c. We have a perpetual summer, same as it is in India. Whilst 
thousands annually die in India from cholera and other indigenous diseases, people’s lives are prolonged 
here. This fact alone should open the eyes of the labouring population.”

EMIGRATION FROM AFRICA TO BRITISH GUIANA.—Information has been received 
that Emigration of Kroomen from Liberia might be effected. Opinions at present are rather against 
the practicability of the scheme, owing to the want of labour in places upon the West African Coast. 

The matter will remain under consideration.

BEET PROSPECTS.—In France, the weather has at last become favourable, and although there 
are backward parts, the continuance of fine weather will be remedial. Insects are still the subject of 
complaint. In Germany the changes of temperature are complained of, but the general state of the 
beet is very satisfactory. In Austria-Hungary the changeable weather has retarded field work, and 
there is no likelihood of an advance upon last crop. Licht (23rd June) complains of too much cold 
weather in the month. The late sown beets had suffered from want of rain. Mr. Licht complains
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stroafcly of insects. - Oh the whole German estimates are only fair. Ln Austna there has been increase 
of sowings, but results modified by changeable weather. The European Ike a Stev J - . .
for 1893-4 at 3,861,000 against 3428,51$. The 1894-$ crop cannot of course lx estimat
reports (28th June) an excess of imports of Foreign Refined into L .K. 1 he unsettled state of t le

Tariff question in United States is also mentioned as influencing Markets.

SHIPMENTS TO 14TH JUNE.
siedmeTZf b^bini T adf ol bamoitiim 
b/JUl ,V7obd bjJlijc cE lo

Sugar.
Tons.

Rum. 
Puri$.

Coffee.
Lbs.

Cocoa.
Lbs.

Asphalte.
Tons; <

British Guiana, 1894 ... 24,7.29 ■ ^,2.86 _ — 3.000 —

1893 20,872 8,442 —

Trihidad, 1894 ... 36,782- 304 6,960 11,852,540 44,779

1893 ... 38,245 214 6,720 5,996,410 54.715
Barbados, *$94 ••• 36,301 — — — —

1893 ... 43,629 . — — — I j

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 28th June . 1894). Europe and cargoes afloat to
Europe 883,082 tons against 715,676; United States 281,000 against 88,812 ; Cuba 215.000 agai::< 
211,202; total 1,379,08'2 tons against 1,015,690.—(Licht, 23rd June). Europe and Cargoes afloat to 
Eu’rbpe 876,894 against 742,184 ; United States 286,000 against 81,027’; Cuba 243.^40 agains: 220,402 ; 
floating to North America 24,383 against 24,720. Total 1,425,117 tons against ±,068,333.
orb oh I cn grflw -J H rr uv ^nibn^Jz-j .ih\ •(!' ■. ' •, *

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings, for 4894 365,211 tons - against 3 > 1,846 ;
deliveries .362,054 against 38,1,114 ; Stocks 84,614 against 97,333,

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88^t^C. Czarnikow, 28th June), 12s. 3d. against 18s. 6d. for 

thp same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour Of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 
5th June—Fine rains have fallen generally since last advices. 8th-—Rainy season has et in. 
1354—Weather has been finer since last message, and is generally favourable for cultivation and 
grinding. (Per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 6th June—Fine rains have fallen generally 
since last message. 18th—Weather favourable for cultivation. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. 
Burnley & Co., Limited), 5th June—Weather favourable. 12th—Crop finished. This indicates that 
the wet season has set in. 21st—Weather too dry. (Per favour of Messrs. Frame, Alston & Co. \ 
7th June—Weather has been very fine. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 
5th June—No rain since last message. 14th—There is no change in the weather. 19th—Rain much 
wanted, crops suffering.. 20th—Light partial showers.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this CIrcular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this Office.

(Note. In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c,)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretaiy.
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DEMERARA AND WEST INDIA SUGARS AND COLOURED CRYSTALS.—The 
Select Committee of the House of Commons upon Food Products Adulteration have been communicated 
with through Sir C. Cameron. Evidence was tendered on behalf of Demerara and West India 
Sugars, but the Select Committee will only take evidence this Session on milk and dairy products. 
The evidence will be again tendered at the resumption of the sittings next Session. In the meantime 
the present position of the question has been under consideration, with the valuable assistance of 
Kir. Frederic I. Scard, the chemist of the Colonial Company in Demerara, now home on leave. There 
have of late been several prosecutions under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act for selling Coloured 
Crystals as Demerara. In one district, out of nine prosecutions seven convictions had been obtained. 
The other two were dismissed on technical grounds. A case in another district was also dismissed 
on the grocer pleading the mistake of his assistant. The importance of these cases is evident; 
the Public Analyst certifies to a percentage of impurity and the Sugar “ not being of the nature, 
substance, and quality of the article demanded by such purchaser ” (Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 
1875), a conviction, as in the above-mentioned instances, becomes almost a matter of course. In 
those cases which are dismissed, the possibility of an appeal might be considered in connection with 
any representative case. It is estimated that at least 60,000 tons of Beet Crystals, coloured with aniline 
dyes, in imitation of Demeraras, are produced for sale in the United Kingdom annually. This quantity 
is considerably larger than the whole of the imports of genuine Cane Crystals from the British West 
Indies and Guiana. If these Beet Crystals are largely sold as Demerara or West Indian, as is probably 
the case, the injury to the latter produce must be very great. It is alleged that aniline dyes are 
sometimes used in the colouring of Cane Crystals. This may possibly be the case in purely isolated 
instances in some of the Colonies. If so, it is very desirable that the practice should be entirely 
stopped, as it might bring discredit on the whole of the Cane Sugar production, and hinders the 
prosecution of cases of imitation Sugars. Such colouring is certainly not to the advantage of the 
individual producer, as its cost should put it out of the question in any well regulated factory, and 
it could only be used in those cases where it might seem necessary to cover imperfections of 
manufacture.

COOLIE EMIGRATION.—It is understood that Mr. Warner has reported from Calcutta 
under date 18th June, that in view of the fact that the current Emigration Season has opened more 
hopefully than the last, he is led to hope that there will be no great difficulty in satisfying the demands 
of Trinidad. As Mr. Warner is also acting for British Guiana, in the absence on leave of Mr. Mitchell, 
it may be assumed that prospects are equally favourable for that Colony. . .

WEST INDIA MAILS.—Mr. J. Gardiner Austin, Chairman of the Commercial Hdll, Barbados, 
writes 13th July:—“That whilst for Mails the Plymouth arrangement might be mofe advantageous, 
the Board of the Commercial Hall could not help thinking that passengers' found Southampton more 
economical and more convenient in reaching and leaving London. The Board, however, would be 
glad to see the arrival and departure of the Mail Steamer at and from this Island, so arranged that a 
working-day and not a Sunday intervene between the two. Again, they have heard a wish often 
expressed that the homeward Mail should not leave until after the arrival of the outward, but if so 
arranged it is manifest that three or four days should be allowed to intervene so as to admit of 

correspondence being replied to.”
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COLONIAL GOVERNORS.—It is understood that the report which has been circulated 

pointing to approaching vacancies in British Guiana and Trinidad is not well founded.

BRITISH GUIANA.—The Planters’ Association appointed a Committee to CODSid« a B 
of Bardadian Immigration. The result is that there seems some difficulty in selling or leasing land 

and houses to intending settlers, on account of the cost of drainage and other it suggested
that as regards immigrants who come to British Guiana on short term of service a regular system 
between the two Governments should be arranged and officially m instead of the practice

hitherto adopted of individuals collecting people under private contracts. 1 he i:
one for settlement between the two Colonies that no opinion need here be expressed. A : 4hcr 
question relating to British Guiana has been again raised by Messrs. George Christall x C • . of 
New York. This refers to the discrimination1 against large steamers entering the ports of the Colony 
in the matter of the tonnage dues. The letter which they have addressed to the Members the 
Combined Court fully explains their views, in the course of which they say, “We merely suggest that 
dues on all vessels should be collected on the quantity of freight carried, irrsipe
vessel carrying it, and that the discrimination against k '<J> should thm be demoted,
revenue from tonnage dues would not be affected by this as it depends entirely upon the amount of 
imports and exports. It may seem strange that a Colony of such importance as Demerara should .< s - 
far behind the other West Indian Colonies in means of communication with the States, but reference to 
the foregoing figures will show that under existing conditions no regular line of steamers can exx in 
competition with sailing vessels and steamers paying no dues.”

TRINIDAD.—The following is an extract from the Report of Railway Enquiry Commi — :^:., 
laid before the Council by the Governor in a Minute, dated 27th June, 1894 :—“ Of course, the enormous 
extent of the corruption pervading every branch of the Traffic Department of the Railway was a 
matter which, when revealed by the public evidence, took by surprise a great many people.” But thi^ 
was explained to be exceptional. The Report discloses an extraordinary state of things, especially a> to 
“Special Rates” favouring individuals. From the Report it is difficult to see how such a state of 
things as is disclosed could arise, but no doubt the Secretary of State will consider the Report signed 
by Mr. Justice Nathan, Mr. Fenwick, Mr. Bourne and others. It might be mentioned that the 
Railway Receipts for the five months to May, 1894, show an increase of nearly $20,000 over same time 
in 1893. Does this arise from a better administration ?

SUGAR PROSPECTS. Licht (21st July). Weather on the whole not quite warm enough. 
In Austria there has been too much rain. In many parts of Bohemia, large tracts of Beet fields had 
to be re-ploughed. On the whole a generally satisfactory crop is expected in Austria. From France, 
Belgium, Holland, and Russia, fairly favourable reports have come, so far as weather is concerned. 
Mr. Licht thinks there is an enlargement of the cultivated area of about 8 per cent, (but of course all 
these estimates are purely speculative) no statistics for 1894-5 are yet available. Mr. Licht only gives 
the following:—3,861,000 tons for 1893-4, and 3,428,515 for 1892-3. The “Journal des Fabricants ” 
complains of low prices as affecting not only Home but Colonial Sugars. A review of the Continental 
reports shows an utter absence of any estimate of the next Beet crop. Mr. Czarnikow (26th July) 
after referring to the depression, says : “ The statistical position has rather improved. The world’s 
visible supplies show a slight decrease, but this seems to be caused by the large shipments afloat to the

WhlC.h d° nOt aPPear “ StOCkS’ Doubtless the favourable Beet crop accounts, coupled 
T e 111 stagnation in trade, generally explains somewhat the present hesitating policy
of consumers. The deadlock of the Tariff Bill in Washington does not improve matters, though the 

opinion is gaining ground that the Senate Bill, with slight modifications, will have to be accepted.”
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SHIPMENTS TO iith JULY.

Sugar.
Tons.

Rum.
Puns.

Coffee.
Lbs.

Cocoa.
Lbs.

Asphalte, 
Tons.

British Guiana, 1894 — 32,439 8,763 — 7,569 —
1893 — 3L293 8,962 — 3,528 —

Trinidad, ^94 ... 42,000 538 7,120 13,803,970 49,029
1893 — 42J74 305 6,720 9,345,410 61,599

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 21st July). Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 692,844 
tons against 613,591 ; United States 333,000 against 116,479 ; Cuba 88,376 against 184,845 ; floating 
to North America 21,897 against 42,681 ; total 1,136,117 tons against 957,596.—(C. Czarnikow, 26th 
July). Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 708,136 tons against 596,169 ; United States 354,000 
against 110,659 5 Cuba 31,000 against 171,257 ; total 1,093,136 tons against 878,085.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894 437,938 tons against 446,588 ; 
deliveries 426,226 against 440,136 ; Stocks 90,169 against 103,053,

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88^ (C. Czarnikow, 26th July), ns. 4|d. against 15s. 9d. for 
the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 
12th July—Weather favourable for cultivation. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 
26th July—Weather all that can be desired, nice showers with fine days intervening; Barbados, 
(per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 2nd July—Rainfall general, but less than an inch. 
9th—Rain at times. 17th—Light partial showers. 23rd—Fine rains generally throughout the Island, 
but not enough. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. Gregor, Turnbull & Co.), 18th July—Heavy rain ; 
fever extinct.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 108.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

27 th August, 1894.

DEMERARA AND WEST INDIA SUGARS AND COLOURED CRYSTALS.—The 
proceedings of Analysts in cases before Magistrates are being carefully observed. It is understood that 
in the recent successful case at Enfield, conducted by the Middlesex Inspector of Foods and Drugs, and 
supported by the County Analyst, no appeal has been lodged. From a report of the proceedings it 
appears that the Chairman’s letter to the “Grocer,” printed in this Circular, No. 106, was prominently 
brought forward.

FAVOURED NATION TREATIES.—The Colonial Under Secretary stated in House of 
Commons, August 21st, that Article 15 of the Treaty with Belgium of July 23rd, 1862, and Article 7 
of the Treaty with the German Zollverein of May 30th, 1865, were, in the opinion of the Law Officers 
of the Crown, to be interpreted as follows :—“ The general effect of the stipulations quoted in regard 
to import duties on the points mentioned in the question is that (1) they do not prevent differential 
treatment by the United Kingdom in favour of British Colonies ; (2) they do prevent differential 
treatment by British Colonies in favour of the United Kingdom ; (3) they do not prevent differential 
treatment by British Colonies in favour of each other.”

LTNITED STATES TARIFF.—The following is the text of the Clauses (“ Times ” copy), of 
the Wilson Tariff Bill, relating to Sugar. Schedule E. Sugar. 182.—That so much of the Act 
entitled “An Act to reduce Revenue Equalize Duties, and for other purposes,” approved October first, 
eighteen hundred and ninety, as provides for and authorizes the issue of licences to produce sugar and 
for the payment of a bounty to the producers of sugar from beets, sorghum, or sugar-cane grown 
in the United States, or from maple sap produced within the United States, be, and the same is 
hereby repealed, and it shall be unlawful to issue any licence to .produce sugar or to pay any bounty 
for the production of sugar of any kind under the said Act, against there shall be paid, from any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, under the provision of section three thousand six 
hundred and eighty-nine of the Revised Statutes, to the producer of sugar testing not less than ninety 
degrees by the polariscope, from beets, sorghum, or sugar-cane grown within the United States, or 
from maple sap produced within the United States, a bounty of two cents per pound ; and upon 
such sugar testing less than ninety degrees by the polariscope, and not less than eighty degrees, 
a bounty of one and three-fourths cents per pound, under such rules and regulations as the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall prescribe.

182^-. There shall be levied, collected, and paid on all sugars and on all tank bottoms, syrups of 
cane juice or of beet juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and concentrated molasses, a duty of 
forty per centum ad valorem, and all sugars above number sixteen Dutch standard in colour, and upon 
all sugars which have been discoloured there shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty of one-eighth 
of one cent per pound in addition to the said duty of forty per centum ad valorem ; and all sugars, 
tank bottoms, syrups of cane juice or of beet juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete or 
concentrated molasses, which are imported from or are the production of any other country which at 
the time the same are exported therefrom pays, directly or indirectly, a bounty on the export thereof, 
shall pay a duty of one-tenth of one cent per pound in addition to the foregoing rates ; provided that 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to abrogate or in any manner impair or affect the 
provisions of the treaty of commercial reciprocity concluded between the United States and the King 
of the Hawaiian Islands on the thirtieth day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, or the 
provisions of any Act of Congress heretofore passed for the execution of the same. That on and after 
January first, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, there shall be levied, collected, and paid on molasses 
testing above forty degrees and not above fifty-six degrees polariscope, a duty of two cents per gallon ; 
if testing above fifty-six degrees polariscope, a duty of four cents per gallon (against all sugars above number 
sixteen Dutch standard in colour shall pay a duty of five-tenths of one cent per pound : provided that 
all such sugars above number sixteen Dutch standard in colour shall pay one-tenth of one cent per 
pound in addition to the rate herein provided for, when exported from, or the product of any country 
when and so long as such country pays or shall hereafter pay, directly or indirectly, a bounty on the
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and regulations to carry this preside r ^nd P«>^4ed father that all machinery purchased
abroadgand erected in a beet su^ar factory and used in the production of r 1 in the mted
from beets produced therein shall be admitted duty free until the first d hteen hundred
and ninety-two : provided that any duty collected on any Kt the ^boy< bed machine has^
abroad and imported into the United States for the uses above indicated since January first, eighteen 

hundred and ninety, shall be refunded).

183 Sugar-candy and all confectionery, made wholly or in part of sugar, and on sugars after 
beincr refined, when tinctured, coloured, or in any way adulterated, thirty-five per centum ad : a.,rcm 
(against five cents per pound); glucose, or grape sugar, fifteen pur centum a: ; . . against 
three-fourths of one cent per pound) ; saccharine twenty-five per centum ad valorem.

(Note.—The only reciprocity clauses apparently retained are those with the Hawaiian Islands. 
But the following letter to the Foreign Secretary,'the Earl of Kin; n drafted :—
“My Lord, We are much interested in the imports of British West India Sugar-* into the I n:kd 
States. The McKinley Act of 1890 contained a reciprocity clause under which British \\ ; st In lian 
Sugar went duty free into the United States upon a formal agreement to reduce dutiu- upon I nitud 
States imports into those Colonies. In consequence of this agreement, dutiu- were reduced in the 
British West Indies upon United States products, and wu respectfully desire to know whether these 
reciprocity provisions are at an end, under the new Act, or whether, the British M ust Indian Sug . * art 
able to still go into the United States dutyfree, as the remissions of duty agreed upon by Her Ma :y s 
Government and the Government of the United States in the year 1891, are still in force in the 
West Indian Colonies.”

CANE DISEASE.—The following has been received from Mr. L. Burt, of Barbadt s. It is 
reprinted for the imformation of Members of the West India Committee. “ Proposed method for the 
destruction of all Germs, Spores, &c., in old canes and stumps. Old canes, stumps, and, in fact all 
products of vegetable origin are liable to carry the Germs, Spores, Eggs, etc., of the insects or fungus 
which live upon them, and in the case of green fodder or cane-tops eaten by an animal with the e 
germs and eggs attached to them, can reproduce themselves after having passed through the process of 
digestion, ist—In case of Borers—their eggs deposited on cane-tops eaten by a cow will pass through 
the process of digestion untouched and will moreover remain fertile and hatch under favourable 
circumstances. 2nd—An example of the above can be stated in connection with the numerous insects 
found in a living state when a manure pen is first opened up and which must have therefore been 
hatching in the body of the pen. 3rd—Fungoids in general and particularly those of the species s ably 
and scientifically described by Mr. Thistleton Dyer and Mr. Massee, and commonly known here as 
Rind Fungus and Root Fungus are unable to resist the action of Sulphate of Copper, and as it is a 
matter of impossibility here to destroy the old cane-stumps by fire (although, theoretically speaking,* 
this would be the surest method) I have therefore devised a practical method by which all Germ>, Eggs, 
and Fungoid matters contained in any kind of vegetable debris can be completely destroyed and this 
method is fully described further on. I have only been able to arrive at this result by the help of the 
Honourable Sir George C. Pile, the Honourable A. J. Pile, and Mr. G. Laurie Pile, who have greatly 
assisted me in every possible way. Further on I also describe a method by which the cane hole may 
be treated where canes have been grown infected with the Root disease. AVhen a sugar-cane is attacked 
by Root disease, this veiy cane can be cured, but will not at the time of maturity give the same results 
as one not attacked by this disease, but if the bunch of roots have been treated for and cured of this 
disease, some new plants will spring and moreover be found to grow healthy—however, as it will 
pei haps cost more than the plants are worth to cure them, it will be more beneficial to pull up the plant 
justas the disease begins to appear, and carry out the following method :—Pull out the cane stump to 
be destroyed and then treat the cane hole with Bisulphide of Carbon and any clean fertilizing material

h Su'phate of Copper to a proportion of about 2 per cent, of an ordinary application of 
Th? fill’ and h"16’ an*i then plant again 48 hours after this application. Stumps—
Janes and In?™ethod described here is for the destruction of all Germs. Spores, etc., in old 
Imimd I1H *1 P d tO eventuaI1y turn them into a valuable manurial substance. Put on the 
list lavel reX/on th^-G V? L™ a 3° fe€t b>’ 4° feet, taking care that this 
following manned* Tsr r SO1 ls about 18 inches thick, and then treat them in the
2nd__To this add a wtai Over 13 ’nches of stumps, etc., with C’nslaked Lime
application of Lime—thl thicknlls^^^ °f L’”“ enough to cover your previous
3rd.—Sprinkle over the Snn^mh 1 f ?uPerph°sphate layer to be about a quarter-of-an inch. 
3 a. sprinkle over the Superphosphate of Lime about 30 lbs. of very finely ground Sulphate of Copper
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and which must be applied so as to cover your whole original surface. 4th.—Then go on covering with 
cane stumps each successive layer to be about 15 inches thick till you reach a height of about 5 feet 
when the layers can be made of about 24 inches thickness. 5th.—The watering of the heap must be 
done only after reaching a height of about 5 feet and only for the purpose of giving enough moisture to 
the Lime and other Chemicals, which without it cannot produce any effect; and further, I must also 
add that artificial watering must be resorted to if there is not sufficient rain to supply the moisture 
required by the Chemicals contained in the heap of stumps to act. The result of this mixture will be 
that after a certain time the heap will be found to be entirely free from all animal life, and having a 
manurial value as manure and as insecticide, this effect having come about through the multiple action 
of the Lime, the Superphosphate and Sulphate of Copper, thus having completely destroyed all Germs, 
Spores of Fungus, etc., also having fixed any matters which might have been liberated by the action of 
the Lime alone. Practice will show the right quantities to operate on, as at present all that has been 
done in this line is only in its infancy, but there is this sure cheap remedy which can be practically 
used for the above purpose of destroying Fungoids or other pests. Lime.—The Lime in absorbing 
moisture produces heat which can rise to 3000—this heat then destroys the organic matter and 
produces gases. The Superphosphate of Lime will contribute to the Manurial value. Sulphate of Copper 
will act, as it is well-known already, as an Insecticide throughout the heap. (Note.—The Committee 
are not responsible in any way for the above suggestions. They are only printed for discussion).

MAIL NEWS.—British Guiana, 8th August, Court of Policy and Combined Court in Session, 
dealing with many important matters. The delay of the new Colonial Secretary in taking up his 
appointment, while drawing half salary for many months naturally attracted attention. The delay by 
the Secretary of State in confirming the Consolidation Immigration Ordinance of 1891 was warmly 
criticized. This matter hasj been kept before the West India Committee, but it was thought that 
despatches from the Guiana Government would be more effective in moving the Colonial Office than 
any representations on this side. A settlement was arrived at in regard to the Demerara-Essequibo 
Railway. It seems probable that advantage will be taken of the imposition of Sugar Duties in the 
United States, and the consequent annulment of the reciprocity arrangements between that Country 
and the West India Colonies, to revise the Import Duties. Mr. Duncan’s resolutions on the Sugar 
Industry and the payment of the cost of Immigration are very opportune, especially that which 
proposes the payment by the General Revenue of half the cost of Immigration, a measure of justice, 
which has been too long delayed. A Commission was appointed by the Combined Court to 
consider the question of the Immigration expenses in connection with the present state of the Sugar 
Industry. British Guiana weather report, 8th, the rain has not yet subsided though the weather 
has been slightly drier than in the previous fortnight. Trinidad, August 9th—The Immigration 
Committee had before them Mr. Nourse’s Contract for conveying Indian Labourers to and from 
Calcutta and Trinidad for the Seasons 1894-7. 3,000 Coolies will be received in Season 1894-5. 
Fine soaking rains have fallen nearly every day since last mail, and this seasonable change has been 
welcome. The health of the Colony is satisfactory. Sir Napier Broome is said to be coming home 
on leave, and may probably not return. Barbados, August, nth—Crop to end of July slightly 
larger than last year, being 61,500 hhds. against 59,210. Molasses was 43,087 puns, against 41,284. 
Rain badly wanted (Fine rains have since been reported by wire).

BEET PROSPECTS.—Continental Sugar papers are discussing the formation of Syndicates or 
Trusts in view of the low prices. Complaints are general in France as to abnormal temperature and 
humidity. Analysis shows that the root is inferior in richness and yield to last year’s. Notwithstanding 
the fine appearance of the fields the crop does not justify the hopes entertained. In Germany the 
reports are more satisfactory, and in Austria-Hungary the culture is not complained of. Russia shows 
a good crop in quantity and quality. But generally speaking, throughout the Beet countries there is 
great need of warm dry weather. Everything depends upon a fine September. Prices, owing to 
Continental movements, have been stronger during the past week.

SHIPMENTS TO 8th AUGUST.

Sugar. Rum. Coffee. Cocoa. Asphalte. Gold.
Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons. Ozs.

British Guiana, 1894 37,^02
... 38,521

9,377 .— 29,501 — 66,958
1893 10,128 — 3,528 — 73,467

Trinidad, 1894 ... 44,219 700 8,880 15,353,520
11,726,430

58,770
67,5991^93 42,774 527 6,720

Barbados 1894 61,500
1893 59,210
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VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 23rd August). Europe and cargoes afloat to 
Europe, 467,363 tons, against 460,856; United States, 344,000, against 77,964; Cuba, 21,000, against 
159,000. Total, 832,363, against 697,820.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, 4^267 tons, against 407.920; 
deliveries, 482,316, against 500,039 ; Stocks, 80,408, against 94,488.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88% (C. Czarnikow, 23rd August), 12s. 3d., against 14s. M. 
for the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 
7th August—Moderate rains continue. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. Gregor, Turnbull \ Co.), 
1st August—Heavy rains. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & GaviU; . 31 < July- 
Very dry, rain wanted. 8th August—Fine rains generally throughout the Island. 14th August— 
Good showers, but partial.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. AUo 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Incian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary (or 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this Office.

(Note. In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will lx: 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiment- in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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THE UNITED STATES AND THE WEST INDIES—The Foreign Office informs the 
West India Committee that Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Washington reports that certain 
sections, including that numbered i82> of the Nety Tariff Act, have the effect of cancelling the 
McKinley Act Agreements with the West India Colonies.

r J X. • JOHOTjI 7'J BHLXKj T>nR ......... r „

RIM OBSCURATIONS.—Complaint having been made of delay in obtaining obscurations 
from the Customs, now required before sales can be effected, the attention of the Authorities has been 
called to the matter, and in view of heavy rent and exceptionally low prices, the Customs have been 
asked for a more prompt delivery of the obscurations. No blame attaches to the present staff, which 
has suddenly had a large increase of work thrown upon it; but, in view of the great inconvenience 
caused to the trade by the delay, it is proposed that the staff should be temporarily reinforced until 
the arrears are disposed of; the season for the largest import during the year of Demerara Rum being 
not far distant. ' bm; fmsofmG .rM

CANE DISEASE.—This subject is to be brought before the Agricultural Society of Trinidad 
by the Hon. G. Townsend Fenwick, who proposes that an expert botanist and mycologist should be 
obtained, the expense to be shared by Trinidad, Jamaica, Barbados, the Leeward Islands, and 
Demerara. The Kew authorities to be asked whether a suitable scientist could be selected, so that the 
inquiry could take place in November or December next. Planting and Botanical representatives to 
meet the expert in Conference at Barbados after his tour. In connection with this subject a report 
has been officially printed, written by Mr. Barber, the Superintendent of Agriculture in the Leeward 
Islands. He says that the rind fungus {Trichosphceria) is now the most dangerous enemy of the cane, 
and is to be found practically in all cane countries. The fungus appears either contemporaneously 
or subsequently to an attack by the moth borer. “The most usual course of disease in our cane fields 
appears to me to be the following :—The cane is attacked from its youngest shoot—its birth so to 
speak—by the moth borer caterpillar. From a number of specimens examined, these attacks do not 
appear to be due to grubs left in the plants, but to grubs hatched from eggs laid on the first leaves. 
Many of the plants thus die out as dead hearts, and successive broods of moths, at first few but ever 
increasing in numbers, cause much damage to the developing canes. Towards November or December 
(the exact date has not been determined) brown stains appear upon the surface of the canes usually 
towards the middle of their length. These are not as a rule evident on any but maturing canes. They 
are the first indication of Trichosphceria not as yet in its fruiting stage probably. The course of 
fungus disease is now regular and rapid, and the longer the canes stand in the field the more are they 
diseased. It now becomes simply a race between the boiling-house and the fungus. The statements of 
former observers that the shot borer does not appear to attack any canes but such as have been soured 
by the previous attacks of Trichosphceria, appear to be substantially correct. This is the regular annual 
rotation in the Leeward Islands.” That is, 1st, the moth borer, then the fungus of which the air is 
charged with multitudes of spores, and 3rd, the shot borer. There are three lines of action ; 
destroy the moth borers ; make the Bourbon cane capable of resisting fungus, replace canes by
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undiseased kinds. To destroy the moth borer, reject all borer plants, strip the lower leaves from plant 

canes, then immerse the plants for several hours in carbolic acid I per cent, or for 12 hours in nne 
water. Watch plants and cut out dead hearts using a sharp narrow gouge-shaped spade to sever dying 
cane from parent plant. A knapsack sprayer with Kerosene emulsion might also be tried. Collect all 
rotten canes while carting a11 1 b ;
Burning the fields might possibly be dangerous and might not be effective. b d reasons which
Mr. Barber gives. If it is true that ratoons arc freer from fungus, then ratoon as much as possible. 

Select best plants, watch fields and be careful about soils and manuring. Mr. Barber concludes by 
advocating experimental stations where different varieties of cane can be cultivated. Notice of his 

remarks ufidef this head and that of manures must however, be left over.
nislTso Jcrb atroqai nofwurLm/Z <*/i o f/ - H • ft
Ml gnillrjmvj To Dolty z; d foA UHM' 1 j .. .

BRITISH GUIANA.—(Sept 5th). A Committee of the Combined Court upon : ntlM
of the Sugar industry was in Session and taking evidence. A very important and representative 

■ public meeting had been held in Georgetown on the condition of the Colony. I he May r was 11 
chair. Mr. W. Yates .Perot advocated cheaper and more ready acccs> S the interior' tor the 

development, of the gold industry. He also spoke in favour of a Law similar to the Homt-i-ad Lm I 

the United States, to encourage settlers and keeping immigrants in the Colony. Mr. Webei* er w 1 
th^tfpr thejnexlyfiv.e ye^rs.the general revenues should bear tfie'entife tost' 6/ immigration, the annual 

a number introduced to be limited to 5,000, and. that (if necessary the Goverfiment should raise a loan of 
L -on# million dollars :for the purpose. The resolution was’ seconded by Air. SprOstoh/'supported by

Mr. Duncan, and adopted by the Meeting. Mr. Gilzean moved' that’ the bhndria mdustry should'be
encouraged by planters putting in and maintaining 3 acres of bananas to every 100 ' acres of Carte. 
Mr. Macquarrie seconded and Mr. Weber supported the motion, which, after some further discussion, 

. was adopted. Mr. George Garnett then moved that to improve the means of Coni main i cat i6n with the 
gold fields, the Government should raise a loan of one million dollars, and should also adopt a more 
liberal policy with regard to the opening up and settling the interior. Mr. Howell Juries seconded. 
Mr. Burgess supported, and. after some discussion, an amendment was carried in tavofir of‘a loan of 
two millions. After authorizing. the forwarding, of the resolutions in ’the foriti of a petition to the 
Secretary of State, through the, Governor, thanks to the Chairman brought the proceedings, marked 
throughout with much earnestness and enthusiasm, to a clo,se.

yLnoensioqnieJnoo ladjie ameqqs orfT ' 1 ori abrrsi .

TRINIDAD.—The official Gazette prints a very elaborate agreement between the JSpyernment 
and Mr. Siegert, relative to the Chaguaramas Bay, Port and Harbour scheme. Reports and 
correspondence on the drainage of the Caroni Savannah and swamp are also printed, ka the
belief that something practical will shortly be done. Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co. say' (Sept, nhj :— 

That the cultivation of next year’s -Sugar crop was progressing satisfactorily ,vith favourable leather. 
The alternate sunshine and rain was also favourable to Cotjoa crop.: The Colonial Company’s circular 
of same date fepofts weather'all that could be desired for growing crops.

BARBADOS.—(Sept. VtBJl WeSth# t^Ye avtaraHe with general rains. (Sec w,....:

WES I INDIA MAIDS—The West India Committee, being interested in all the Colonie- 
have taken no steps in regard to influencing the choice of the Central Depot in the West Indie- Thl 
Committee have, however, jjyeg j^of^ ^at the pectin of Trinidad [s postal faulities tor

Demerara (Wcludrpg Tobago on the way to and frorp that Colony) would1invblve’a loss Mm hours 
h^td^ i8’ “fee »
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orb ri;

580,000. ' ► OJ
235,000

BEET PROSPECTS.^The fbltowihg figures are &oHi‘l,'LiAgriCulture Ratiohelle,!’ reproduced 
^the^BulleHn^HalMsC’ anti the >■ Jetmsl d^FafcHcaiitss^ possible reserve.
The figures have not been -confit-nied by They u£e entirely
speculative, and no doubt a Very bad^bstPr— 9di nnolni oi balaeupoi oib TQriJssw oj Abv/

I 804-5. 1893-4.
TdlftsdiiOr

France............................................................... 880,000
Belgium ................................................... 290,000
H°lland ................................. — ) 110,000 75,000
Germany .................................................. 1,825,000
Austria-Hungary ............... . . ,.^00,900
Russia ... ... ... ... ... ... 72:4000

/Divebsil.O. .J .aHF/4 .......................... 140,000

elnan 1,390,000
84?,000 
675,000 
120,000

4ms

5,070,000 3,920,000

In France, atmospheric conditions were favourable to Beet-root, with sunny days and increased, 
temperature. Under this influence the Beet-root has generally gained in saccharine richness and purity. 
In Germany, weather news is less favourable, witlTtoo much rain and cold. Similar reports come from 
Austria. In reference to the above, Air. Czarnikow says that it must be borne in mind a big crop has 
already been more or less discounted, and it seems safer not to pin too much faith to figures, which 
are still subject to much variation. The result, however, of the above reports has been to weaken prices.

SHIPMENTS

Sugar. 

Tons.

TO 5TH

Rum. 

Puns.

SEPTEMBER.

Coffee.
Lbs.

Cocoa.
Lbs.

Asphalte.
Tons.

Gold.

Ozs.
British Guiana, 1894 39,OI5 9,899 — 29,501 — 76,701

1893 ••• 39,239 10,216 — 3,528 — 85,406
Trinidad, 1894 45,492 700 11,280 16,657,420 68,511

1893
Barbados (hhds.) 1894

1893

— 43,669
64,462
64,777

574 6,720 13,317,970 76,079

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 20th September). Europe and cargoes afloat to 
Europe, 325,069 tons, against 315,403; United States, 229,000, against 54,901 ; Cuba, 17,000, against 
129,380. Total, 571,069, against 499,684.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, 522>44O tons, against 563,681 ; 
deliveries, 531,830, against 561,098 ; Stocks, 69,067, against 99,184.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88% (C. Czarnikow, 20th September), ns. i|d., against 15s. 

for the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 
30th August—Weather dry with occasional showers. 18th September Weather dry. (Per favour 01 
Colonial Company, Limited), 13th September—Weather too dry. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. 
Wilkinson & Gaviller), 28th August—Light partial showers, nth September—Fine rains generally 
throughout the island. 21st September—Heavy rains generally throughout the island.
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Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
.subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this Office. 5,c ooo.o

ooo,?££ ooo.ops ... ... ... ... ... ruuigLfl

(Note;—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of an}* experiments in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

OOO,-\d 000^2^ ... ... ... . ... ... yj

ooo.osi 000.04.1 JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

22iid October, 1894.

CENTRAL FACTORIES.—In The Times of September 22nd, the Sugar districts of 
Queensland were described.as the new home of farmers from various parts of Australia and New 
Zealand ; but the Queensland Sugar industry had not on the whole been remunerative. In 1892 
Queensland produced 60,000 tons of Sugar, in 1893, 80,000 tons, and probably.in 1894, 100,000 tons,, 
but the number of Mills was not sufficient,, and certain farmers petitioned the Colonial Parliament for 
a measure enabling groups of farmers to obtain capital for the erection of Mills, the security being. - 
the Mills and a first mortgage on the lands. The result was the “ Sugar Works Guarantee Law.” 
It provides that in certain circumstances the Treasurer may empower a Company formed under it to 
issue Debentures, and that to the holders of these Debentures the Government of the Colony will 
guarantee both principal and interest. The land of the associated farmers must be of a quality that 
may be reasonably expected to produce adequate crops of Sugar-cane; there must be land already 
planted with cane sufficient to keep the proposed Mill fully employed ; and the land which it is 
proposed to mortgage to the Government must be of a value equal to the amount of the Debentures 
to be guaranteed, such Debentures merely covering the cost of Mill and needful tramways. It will 
be observed that the above provisions refer to farming and the Mill, but they apparently include all 
the grades of manufacture. This point is perhaps not so clear as it might be, although the cases of 
two mills is given as follows:—In the first case, 20,272 tons of cane were crushed, 2,375 tons Sugar 
made ; cost per ton, including 5 per cent. Government interest, ^8 14s. id., price realized for Sugar, 
£ 12 8s. nd. The other case showed 21,347 tons crushed, Sugar made, 2,570 tons, cost ^8 5s. 3d.,, 
price realized, ^12 os. 9d. The first started with a capital borrowed from the Government of 
^*25,000 ; on this they last year made a profit over and above 5 per cent, interest of ^8,887, and 
^9,655 in the second case.

The question of Central Factories in Barbados, Antigua and Jamaica has now become urgent. 
It does not appear that any definite scheme has yet been prepared in connection with any of these 
Colonies, but the matter seems to have been taken up with great energy in Bardados. Meetings have 
been held in Bridgetown and various districts. One was presided over by Sir George Pile, at which the 
importance of such a scheme to the Sugar industry was insisted upon. Mr. A. J. Pile said the average 
general loss in crops from defective machinery was equal to 50 per cent, the monetary value. He
ad vocated Government help to erect factories to grind canes and manufacture Sugar for estates 
contracting to supply sufficient tonnage to keep the factory running continually. About one-sixth of 
the produce reaped at the factory should be kept to the factory account, which would in a certain 
time repay the capital advanced, and provide for interest and repairs. ^*80,000 was suggested (is not 
this an outside estimate ?) as sufficient to erect a complete factory capable of reaping 10,000 tons of 
Sugar. The question has been brought to the attention of the Governor, and when his reply is known 
every endeavour will be made to obtain a full representative Barbados meeting in London to consider 
plans and best means of raising the capital, the two essentials being a Government guarantee, say of



4 and a binding contract with estate, for ent supply of -nes.

The exact security to be given to the Government for the loan must "
of Queensland, both the lands under canes and the factories form t). ty but th.s mightt per
be modified. (The Secretary will be glad to receive any commumcations on th.s subject and to 

persons interested of any meeting that may be called.)

WEST nO MAILS.—In Ripon's despatch'io the West India Governors o: 

February, 18^, W suggests that all the Windward Islands should be connected for mail route 
purposes, that is, that St. Lucia should be connected with Grenada, and the Virgin I also

included. His Lordship also suggests a higher minimum speed, i.e. n and 9I knots instead of to an i 

. 81 for Inter-colonial boats. The Treasury letter of nth August. Gn. '■.not
service proposed by the Royal Mail Company 6ould be considered by'the Hdme nnrnr.: n 
account of the expense, especially considering the proposed substitution of Ph rn uM f or S t!
which would involve an increased cost of ^To.oco a year. The General Post Office reported on the 

5th July that the only tenders received were from the Royal Mail Cominr
Harrison & Forwbod also called attention to the service of the Atlas Line from New Y< rh t- Jamaica. 
Hayti, Colombia and Costa Rica, but theydid not tender. The 14 knot service proposed by tbc R. yal 
MaiGCoiffp^hy^asThdug^^ Company prop, :opart b

13^ knot service every alternate Thursday at 3 p.m., admitting of a clcspmok H M m I 1 loi 
i8| hours later than at present. Important placed in the North would gain from io :< co b< cm extra 

time fOr posting. Another advantage would be that letters received on the same dav < f the v c< a- at 
present would be in general of later date by a day. But the Company's scheme would inv< lw a 
departure from London some six hours earlier in the morning, and the total severance fre in St>11 thamnton. 
The substitution of Plymouth for Southampton would seriouslv intf'da^e the diffi ing
parliamentary approval of the new contract. A service therefore on the present ba A a: a sa\ ing ■ f 
^5,000 a year, was recommended by the Treasury. The tender under A is ^*80.000 by the Royal 
Mail Company ; under B. is 10,000 ; under C. ^85,000 ; and under D. ^115,000 (sve W< < India 
Committee Circular, No. 106). The Plymouth going^ and returning is ZiOo,oco and <105.000, 
respectively, the speed on Main line being 14 knots.' With this increased speed of 14 kn< ts the R . 1 
Mail Company seem to prefer the Plymouth route, but the Government amwm e 1 . ’
continue Southampton. The following paragraph in the Company's letter to the Pr^t Office < the 
1st June, 1894, will be endorsed by evety ond acquainted with their admirable service. “Tb.e first 

Steam communication with the West Indies was opened by the Royal Mail Company in 1842. For 
mgre than 50 ^e. under Her Majotv's W

■ the postal service, to carry out which the Company received a Royal Charter. Thi> lo^-conlinuad 
and uninterrupted service is in itself strong evidence of the confidence felt in tie character of the 

Company’s work, but as late as 1890 Her-Majesty’s Government and Ihiblic Bodies testified t< the 
efficiency of the^eryice carried on by the Company, affording for so many years punctual and absolute 
regularity of communipation not only, between Europe and th,e. Colonies anfi Foreign Countries, but 
between the Colonies themselves, an inter-communication that it has always been deemed of great 

importance to maintain.” The whole matter is now before the Colonial Goveinimmu. and there is no 
reason to doubt that the service will again be placed in the hands of those who have maintained it with 
such efficiency for so long a time.

F K UN™ STATES TARIFF.-The Ear! of Kimberley has received a Telegranr Sn' the 
Embassy at Washmgton, to the effect that Molasses under forty degrees, containing n..t ’oner

M 20 - ad



BRITISH GtJIAN A.-A vety letter lAs-feen ^Messed to the Secretary of State
on the condition of Lntoh Guiand, and pressing for certain altyns in the distribution of the cost 

of Immigration. I he letter cannot be printed yet, but a copy .wilj be sent for perusal MiWmbers 
w o may not have seen it. The Petition agreed uppn at the Georgetown Meeting has been very 
largely signed. It has b?en presented ,to the Governor, and. it . may be hoped that it is.mow in the 
hands of the Secretary of State.

°C“doi4.i 088,0 pv op8,;p ... £p8l
I he Committee of the Combined Court have made some Very important propos^'^^o the 

distribution of the Cost of Immigration and the financial arrangements- which would be consequent 
thereupon. The Gold Industry which has been productive of so much g9od. to the Colojiy^nerally 
and of s’6‘ much support to the public revenue, would be equally interested m these matted that, 
of Sugar. No doubt the Gold Industry requires measures on the part of the Government for its 

successful development, and all interests in the Colony would' cordially support the Governmentin 
giving to that industry every assistance apd encouragement it may legitimately claim. Labour is 
essential for the Gold Fields, and it is confidently. hoped .and believed that the twq great Industries \yijl 
work together in the present condition of affairs to settle the question of Immigration cost upon a basis 
acceptable to both., d8i two;>lun£sO .0) ^88—.T3HS TO SOIHT TKTETHH

omij shtiss orfi
SUGAR. PROSPECTS.—The Journal des Fabricants says, allowing for the increase of sowings 

and a slightly increased yield, the Beet crop, in France will be sensibly greater than in 1893, but the 
average saccharine richness is still difficult to estimate. It does not appear to be better than last year. 
For the rest of Europe it is certain that the crop will be larger than last year, but the quality leave§ 
something to desire, and the deductions imposed upon cultivators, owing to low prices, will probably 
have effect. The. estimates already furnished are no doubt exaggerated. In Germany the weather 
reported favourable for work in the fields, and for quantity of roots, but the yield is not so‘good arid rib 
definite estimates can be formed. In Austria-Hungary rains have reduced the quality. Upon the 
whole the European Beet production is likely to be much less than previously estimated. The 

consequence is a greater steadiness 111 the market, without perhaps any very considerable adyarice 111 
values at present: Buyers arc waiting for more news' as to Beet crop. There is trouble with the 
American' Custom House as to the iriiports of Beet, as duties as" now calculated are practically 
prohibitory. The recent storm in Cuba, although apparently only slightly noticed in market reports, 
probably had some effect ori the Sugar crop.

DOMINICA.—A copy of Sir R. Hamilton’s Report can be seen at this Office. There is no 
spgce to discuss, it in this Circular.

ni gtiMMhwna Io auBluoiiiEn oda • aobfiiobLnop iol itroiniqo bns noijennohn ol bslg
WEATUFR.—The Secretary of State was good enough to forward to the Committee, on th.e7 

17th October, the following copy telegram from the Governor of the Windward Islands to the 
Secretaryof.State for the Colonies, received 16th October, 1894. “Administrator of St. Lucia reports 
by telegram, 14th October, considerable damage by gale and flood, eleven livesdost; no damage to 
Grenada or St. Vincent.” With regard to the gale at St. Kitts, reported as ion the 21st September, 
by a Reuter’s telegram, in the London papers of October 9th, the Committee are indebted to the 
West India and Panama Telegraph Company for wiring enquiries and obtaining the following reply, 
on October nth. “St. Kitts, 26 lives lost, and a number of small sloops.” The storm touched 
Antigua, and appeared to have been severely felt in Dominica. For Barbados report, see Weather 
Telegrams. The Colonial Office despatches received by last Mail on weather damage can n ow be seen 

at the Committee’s Office.

ANTIGUA.—The Committee have to thank the Leeward Islands Government for a copy of 

the Blue Book of the Colony for 1893.
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SHIPMENTS TO 3*° OCTOBER.
Sugar. Rum. Cocoa. Asphalte.

Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs.
-26 -280 — no.00^

British Guiana, 1894 ... 4M7° ^^S2 - x .
- ,893 ... 42,797 10.862 — 3,528 —_ _ 97- ’+

Trinidad-,' i«94 45,942 7°° 12,880 17,060,490
1893 ... 43,840 574 6,880 I4,i^,d° ”,689

Barbados., 1894 ... 64,711
1893 - 64,980

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 18th October). Europe and cargoc- afl at to 

Europe, 256,311 tons, against 246,285; United States, 195,000, against 25,17s; Cuba. Ib.OCO. ... 

74,000. Total, 4'67,311, against 345,460.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, 555,964 tons, against 010.236 ; 

deliveries, 576,290, against 628,892 ; Stocks, 58,13L against 86,945.
siifid £ aoqir icoo noitsTgirnml to. noil-sup sin QlHse 01 eimitfi -

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88% (C. Czarnikow, 18th October), 10s., against 13s. 3d.

for the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. i^cConnell & C0.1. 
9th October—A few light showers have fallen, but more rain would be acceptable. Barbados rpci 
favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 25th September—Seasonable weather; 9th October— 
Seasonable weather ; 16th October—Heavy storm of wind and rain last Friday, damage not seriou>. 
no lives lost. Antigua (per favour of Messrs. Boddington & Co.), 17th October—General rain, 5 inches 
since Mail left. (The Mail referred to left on October 3rd.)

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Ako 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary’. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their address 
to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments i- 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

.isdmsiqsS 
xb oi bsjc

sd won ms

io vqos tdi JnsmfnsvoO cbnHH bi



CIRCULAR No. 111.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILEITER STREET, LONDON, E.G.,

November, 1894.

AX ESff INDIA COMMITTEE.—All the available days for Meetings have, during the last few 
weeks, been utilized for business connected with British Guiana. A Meeting of the General Purposes 
Committee will be called as soon as possible, when all business will be reported.

BRITISH GUIANA DEPUTATION.—A very important interview with the Secretary of 
State took place on the 14th November. There were present representatives of the Sugar Industry of 
the Colony from London, Liverpool, and Glasgow. The interview was a lengthy one, and all the main 
points connected with the Sug’ar Industry were discussed, especially the readjustment, upon a fairer 
basis, of the Immigration Expenditure, upoh the basis of the Report of the Committee of the 
Combined Court ; all the recommendations of which were strongly supported by the Deputation. 
The reply of Lord Ripon was in general terms of a considerate and satisfactory character, and his 
decision upon the points raised will be known when the despatches are forwarded to the Colonial 
Government.

DEMERARA SUGAR AND COLOURED BEET CRYSTALS.—A very important 
prosecution by the County Analyst is reported from Staffordshire. The investigation took a whole day, 
many experts and other authorities being examined. The result was a conviction of the grocer, with a 
fine of 40s. and Z27 6s. 8d. costs. The Stipendiary Magistrate, in giving his decision, said (according to 
the London Grocer}, “the question turned solely and absolutely upon the question as to what was 

known to the commercial world as Demerara sugar,—what was the nature, substance, and quality of 
the article known by that term. It seemed to be beyond contradiction that there was a commodity 
known as Demerara sugar, and it was equally beyond dispute that there were other sugars that could 
be coloured so as to imitate Demerara sugar. All the witnesses were agreed that tfid Dferherhr?t

the est raw sugar, and the witnesses for the piosecution said it vas a pure caae and 
un^yed sugqr If that was the true definition, and the weight of the evidence tended in that direction, 

qU stion was whether the purchaser got Demerara sugar. 1 his definition, however, was contested 
by the defendant, who said that all sugars were dyed, some by chloride of tin, and some by 'ahiline dyes. 
But the two processes were entirely different, the one being a clearing matter used in the manufacture, 
and the other being a foreign cotoufing matter. He found as a fact that the purchaser had not received 
what he might have reason^lg^&ted, and t^he^as*not supplie£^th Demerara sugar, but a 

sugar dyed to imitate it. dbhispwas a test cas^^ndo.the penalty would be a nominal one, but in 
imposing that penalty he cdUld" irntTose sight of-th^ feet that these adulterations were a fraud on the 
Whole public. '’-And they'wdrertheworsb.kindtoTfrauds, because, th^pffender.
the matter of their food, and also defraiwM J® Sft 3!^^ advantage by,

unfair means.”
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MOLASSES IN UNITED STATES.-In Circular No. no, a letter from the Foreign Office 
M the effect that Molasses under 40 degrees containing not over 20 per cent, moisture was 

dutiablTat 20 per cent, ad valorem, as unenumerated manufactured articles include.! *n S to . 
thhiariff Ae^ngfeh &be Book, subsequently published, put this particular product n the I ... 
List. The attention of the Foreign Office was at once called to the discrepancy and the Lndj 
Secretary of State writes, 12th November, that the matter has been referred to Her Majesty s Charge 
d’Affaires at Washington, with instructions to obtain an authoritative statement from the United

States Government on the point which has arisen.
.33TTIMMOO AIGHI T83W

IS2’ question of the delivery < >f < >bst mat i .m w as
referred to, and correspondence printed? In consequence of buyers having refused to buy parcels of 
Rum for some time past, until the obscurations were received from the Customs. has been
considerable delay in Merchants being able to effect sales. At a full Meeting of the Importers and the 
Trade, held at the West India Committee Office, on 15th November, the general conclusion arrived at 
Was ^presseduin the fdllowing resolution, subject, of course to further commumcamm with. tm 
Customs andrExciseiaufhoritiies^  ̂That steps be taken to, induce .the Customs to take average .u 
of each separate mark orlquality by each ship, and that such a\x:.. ..
the same to be accepted by the Customs for duty purposes.” Further proceedings in thi main r will
be reported, especially |n connection with the action ^f th# ^xc^e, in regard tp th< ♦ <um.

Io yrJ^ubnl mgriR adj lo gavijslnsso
' ST. LUCIA.-^-Oh the 16th Qctober (as reported in. last ; circular), the S*. : m ; \ 

forwarded to the West India Committee, copy of a telegram received frQm un G >vern 1 a 
Windward Islands, reporting the occurrence of a destructive gale at St. Lucig. It is now p: : .d; h 
that full despatches have been received, and the fSt. Lucia Proprietors have- .been in
whffi the West dndia Committee as to the arrangement c£ an interview with the Sv rvtarv of State in 
regard to remedial measures. The matter is underjeopsideratipn, apd a decision will T . —
without loss of time as to the action of the West India Committee in the matter.

BRITISH GUIANA*—-Copy of Amended Spirits Ordinance received. The amended 
Immigration Ordinance, reduces the indenture of female immigrants to three years imn id of 
Ten years continuous residence (“ industrial” being struck out) entitles immigrants to back : ass 
entitled to certificate of exemption from labour, on paying one-fourth of passage-m< 1 
one-sixth by females. The office of Chief Commissary is abolished.

lo yJilEijp bn£
SUGAR PROSPECTS.—The weather in France, in some respects, has n< t Is en unfav. ur ’’’ 

to the Beet, but a medium yield is expected. The latest Continental advices do not modify estimates 
There is a better crop than 1893 but less quality. The excess of the total crop is still q : ’ - i
ygry tyide margin, that is, from 500,000 tons to 1,100,000. Clark (8th November) says L 
ip,United States, continued to be supplied out of accumulation of stocks before duties wei 
Licht’s last estimate is 4,675,000 for present Beet crop, or 
fpJUqwing returns :—

Consumers
were imposed.*’

an excess of 780,000. Clark gives the

baviot Cane 
Beet

1894-5 
2,934,000 
4,675,000

7,609,000

1893-4 

3,054,000 
3,895,000

6,949,000

London Circulars say in effect (iqth November^ -__j •

worked off not yet come, but prevented by heavy sales of AnWrica" ^eing
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SHIPMENTS TO 31ST OCTOBER.

British Guiana, 1894

Sugar. 
Tons.

53,668
59,029

Rum. 
Puns.

**,350
13,295

Coffee. 
Lbs.

Cocoa. 
Lbs.

36,389 
3,528

Asphaltf.
Tons.

Trinidad,
1893
1894 46,512 700 12,880 17,326,200 84,350

Barbados,
i893
1894

••• 43,944
64,711

574 6,880 *4,648,730 80,809

i893 64,980
ANTIGUA.-—Reports want of rain.

Gold.
Ozs.

98.223

111,417

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, 609,161 tons, against 690,436 ; 
deliveries, 635,957, against 707,827 ; Stocks, 51,661, against 79,210.

\ ISIBLE SUPPLIES. (C. Czarnikow, 15th November). Europe and cargoes afloat to 
Europe, 522,061 tons, against 462,360; United States, 207,000, against 33,273; Cuba, 15,000, against 
59,000. Total, 744,o6i, against 554,633- (H. Clark, De Silva & Co., 8th November). Europe and 
cargoes afloat to Europe 358,000 tons, against 355,ooo ; Stock in United States, 209,000, against 
2^,000 ; afloat to United States, 50,000, against 130.000 ; Cuba, 15,000, against 60,000. Total, 
632,000, against 570,000.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88% (C. Czarnikow, 15th November), 9s. 6fd. again: 
12s. 9fd. for the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Colonial Company, Limited), 
27th October—Dry weather, canes suffering. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 
12th November—Heavy showers would be acceptable. (Per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 
1st November—Weather dry. 14th November—Weather very dry and rain much wanted. Trinidad 
(per favour of Colonial Company, Limited), 8th November—Weather too dry. Barbados (per favour 
of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 7th November—Dry.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 

to this Office.

(Note. In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 112. 
on j to wm 8 Dlatrgnf vv io iqiaobn ent egbaiwofraos ot ^TolsnqoTl shbibtS' ngiJhu fo iwnea no 
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aril Io grinsrh oieunid mb qiriabrod mo/ ot yovm.o ol avud I .yrjgubni mguS eih to foilor adj

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C., 

oi aisav oaidi mdM boiieq aril bnaixa oi bee ;s ad oJ qidabioJ mov das ot aiuiqav riavay7ori zvisrii 
17//; December, 1894.

1. BRITISH GLIANA.—The Deputation to the Secretary of State, reported in last Circular, 
resulted in the following letter being addressed to the West India Committee by Lord Ripon. 
20th November, 1^04 :—The Chairman, “Sir, with reference to the letter from this Office of the 
25th ultimo and to the interview with the Marquis of Ripon of Proprietors of Sugar Estates of 
British Guiana on the 14th instant, I am directed by his Lordship to communicate to you the 
decision at which he has arrived upon the proposals of the Combined Court for the relief of the 
Sugar Industry.

' Lo \ j adj emay aaidtadlm YlUuiJparq
2. “The following proposals for the immediate relief of the pl^ntipg. inty^est .Muring :the; 

current financial year have been approvedif—-- bbiiabb'briofebili 161 : •vjy>e ud bfuoo noiiEvbh jo

(/) The remission of the half-year’s acreage tax due 1st December next, estimated to 
amount to $102,000, part of this amount to be provided for by the transfer of the sum of 
$87,485, at the credit of the Interest Account of the Immigration Account to /the Immigration 
Fund Account, and the balance to be charged against general revenue.

(u) The remission of the half-yearly instalment qf^the additional -.50 cents acreage tax 
now payable to general revenue, estimated to amount to $17,500.

(m) The postponement of the payment of the amou AtS'becoming due in respect of existing 
Immigration notes during the period from the I st of October, 1894 to the 31st (March, 1895, 
treating them as becoming due on the 1st of April, 1895, and the extension of the payment 
of these notes over double the period for which they were originally given.

3. “It is estimated that the relief thus given, amounting to $2^506, will involve a charge 

during the current year 'on the Revenue of' the Colony of '$32,060, which it is anticipated will be 
met out of the duties recently re-imposed by the ‘Combined 'Court.

4. His Lordship has also agreed that for the next five years after the. 31st March, 1895, the 
number of Immigrant^ to be annually introduced under the Immigration Laws should be limited to 
^,000 ; that the acreage tax of 50 cents per acre of land in cultivation should be abolished ; and that the 
payment of the existing Indenture Fee notes (and) of the Water Loans should be spread over double 
the period originally intended, and that for. the period of three years from the same date, the cost of the 
introduction of Indian Immigrants should be borne as to two-thirds by the Colonial Revenue, and as 
to one-third by those by whom they are requisitioned.

5? His Lordship has also expressed his approval of the taxes which the Combined Court have 
recommended should be imposed to provide for the additional expenditure involved in the above 
proposals, with the exception of the increased duty on rice.

6. These decisions have been communicated to the Governor of the Colony by telegraph, and 
by a despatch which wilLbe sent by to-morrow’s mail. ^Signed) Eowar© Wingfield.”

The above concessions were satisfactory, but it was considered essential that the redistribution 
of the Cost of Immigration should be for five years instead of three. A telegram was sent to the 
British Guiana Planters’ Association off November 27th, upon this point, anffion December 3rd, the
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fottowin&teW was Secretary of State.—“My Lord Marquess : I have the honour
on behalf of British Guiana Proprietors, to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Wingfield’s letter of the 

20th November, written by your Lordship’s direction, upon the proposals of the Combined C urt 1 r 
the relief of the Sugar Industry. I have to convey to your Lordship the sincere thanks <•: the 

Proprietors for your prompt and kip3^atIenti<0OX> this matter” anffHAzexpress high apprcciat i n 
that we feel for the approval given by your Lordship to the proposals of the C01 Wb

may, however, venture to ask your Lordship to be pleased to extend the period from three years to 
five years o^ the re-distribution of the cost of Immigration, as to two-thirds by the Colonial Revenue 

anyone-third by the Planters ; for the following reasons :—The Imrpigrati< n Sy^tcn 
fieen.^s^yppon^ tlie^erm^ t^e indentures of the Immigrants and Jr. iiabiJity the

employers in connection therewith. (3) A certain, portion of cultivation has to b< ..

Ao^nq or .1 uno
K^jteen mpn^s.for^canetp g^ajn gatuyitVj tjiejands of the Estate are onb. n^s -in six

years. And on the proposed .limit of three years which your Lordship has

inducement to keep up the rotation of crops by replanting, which is a m<>< . .p—.j: ... ,.t
practically in the three years the Estates would only be able to take off two c• : ..
land, (c) Further‘fa^Oft&-^» Capital in the Sugar Industry would not be rlsd ( uni the full 

cultivation could be secured for the extended period. We have, therefore, humbly t<. ask -. oui ; • y; y. 
to be pleased to consent to the extension of the period of re-distributio-, iMhrt^teaH

years, so as to give thelntfetry sufficient time to take proper ■
to whichitik now subject, especially ftotri the Bounty aided Beet Countries.

.aunovai Icisnsg Isms; \Signea^ *N. Lubbock, Char
' me^decision thfe5SecretaryAstate is for the time suspended, awaiting despatches. >

v oj hiuomfi oi bbJfimil^a .anno zwi miunag . i

DELIVERY OF RUM OBSCURATIONS.—The following letter, ?rd Dccerob . . ha been 
addressed, to the Board of Customs after two meetings with the trade " Sins—V c beg humbly to 
submit for the consideration of your Hon. Board the following matter :—Owing to - he great differences 
which have arisen in the obscuration of parcels of rum, which to the taste and smell JQppar«fftl>nary 
but little, the dealers have lately insisted upon the importers furnishing them wid. he .< D of
each individual cask of a parcel before they would consent to purchase. This n • an
on Ihw boicqioims d Ji nomw .ooo.s^t^ 10 ynoio^^uj w j Cl 1 . . , ,

enormous amount of work for the.offers of your Hon, Board, bup also a very serious ceiay io uic 
importers in making sales and rendering accounts to tht 1 ;nors in the Cohmics. . If ,it would be 

consistent with the regulatic Jr Hon. Board, we would re$pe< A eh t <> >uggcA that as
your o^ersu ftave^to^faw na !sat§pienof \each pack in order that the II 

ascertained,Uone or more ax'eragc samples of the parcela-smuing then tOrl 

the quality and strength—should then be made, and theje*ayerag s cotjd’ l 
We' believeJ(lro'mEac^uai ^experiments made) that thorc wmild be ample
c.dopdng^^fie m&imWondw suggested1/and a consi amount o/ labour An a great many distances

altogether wasted on account of exportation or vattihg'o^ the rums^ wduld certainly be saved to the 
officials of your Hon. Board. Further than this, the importing, me- ovd 1 b
delay• to fe^ve the ration1 delivered to them #ith the iTydrdmeterAtrength accounts, a^

the case with Brandies. Respectfully asking the favourable Obnsiderafion of your HoritJtirdbTe Board to 
the above proposal.—(&g7zc</) N. Lubbock, Chairman West India Committee." Tm .
byjthe Win^And Spinitl Association.^-{SignecT) Walter P. Browne, Chairman.

India Committee were requested by St. Lueia Mem’.c ■
Deputation to the Secretary of State, to propose measures of relief <m luunml of the recent inn iear ■ 
The Chairman accordingly mt^duced a Deputation to Lord -Ripon, on nth December. Lori Ripon 

announced the following concessions (i). The suspension of the expori duty on Sugar for the



remainder .of the term of Immigration liabilities:, and^herefore/£a^ -its epn^equent
extinction. (2). The extension of thecpeiJodTornthe payment instalments, nuking them
payable as in two years instead of one year. (3) Any deficit thus caused in the immigration Fund Account 
to be made good the-general reFbnue. While<thaiikirig Tord Ripon abqy^^*further
communication has been made to him;’ on behalf of the Deputation yby <Mr. Hales^r$nglyvurgipg thaf 
sorhe measure' should be granted which would' replace the ckpitalodestroyed by hh^ hurricane. AJpari, 
of ^TcydOd Was therefore; asked!Tor. under■an Imperial guaranteey^s dw ith.q/^^ritnjs $ase
An alternative scheme'was^csuggestedp either that a .tax; should8be .laid dpoprbujldings and,growing, 
crops equal to six per cent, upon the loan, thus providing three per eent-< ,ipterest apd creating a. 
sinking fund ; or advancing the money on first mortgage, up to 30 or 50 per cent, of the value of the 
buildings 'and crops.' It T’uhder^tbdd'tLM the Matter will'be^ tb Tir 4L ^SruT^^hd^

of the Windward Islands, by this Mail. - 'nit etnse orft to! .br .esi

MOLASSES IN UNITED STATES.—A letter from the Foreign Office has been received, 
November 30th, correcting the information previously giveh, and stating that! Molasses under 
40 degrees containing not over 26 -per cent, moisture free, containing over 20 per cent, moisture 
dutiable at do per cent.Tflf valorem as; uUehhmerafed Article Section :3s) .ymbrihg r r.r ; ; •, ? 14

* ‘1 j j ll J. 11f t 2 j J fi 11 f IO J n I LI ’/*/13 tJ KT “" V £ ’ EiO rrr rlfi 71 ■ r r 9 r* rT rft\Q^cQ * mr cr -MT
• ; SITAR PROSPECTS.—Owing to the Sugar Crisis, a General Congress of the Agricultural 

Societies in France has been held, to bring before the Government the critical state of the industry, and 
apply for measures of relief. Important remedies (says the Journal des Fabricants} are 
nvcc.i>ary, both for agriculturists and manufacturers. The general extension of sugar planting 
the, world, the reduced freights, the better and more economical manufacture, arc pointed out by the 
Journal a.^ rubuib for serious attention being given to the matter in France. The weather in France 
is reported to-be fayputable to work with the. Beet, though in some important districts the yield is- 
notably deficient as compared with last crop. In Germany there is great discussion between cultivators 
and manufacturers as to the price of Beet Root for 1.895. There must be a reduction in the price paid 
for roots, as well as a reduced sowing. (Note.—Would it not seem to be to the interest both of
FraAce and Germany to abolish their bounty systems, and .take up .7again the , negotiations of some 
years agovwhery ar.final agreement was on the point of being secured ?) Clark’s Circular, 7th December, 
says i~j“ It is estimated; on the basis of the price paid for roots, that the average cost of 88 this 
-cason has been about 1 is. per. cwt., whilst at a difference of is. 6d. per gyt. between 8^ Beet and 
Granulated^ a profit? on. fefinirpg can§capcqlyr qxist.”^.^,.;^^ Bept crop is now
4,600.000. tons, Or 4,000^000. jtojis beyond lapt .yeary bpit^r, these, figures haye yet. t(^ bp Verified. 
Mr. Czarnikow says, how the future course of prices may shape will depend on the "extent^ o^^ 

for the next Beet crops, and these can only be approximately ascertained in March next. German 
legisiatfoni tends to increased protection by higher export; bbuntijes^ayahle. in
increased cohstirnptioh taxi This would of ebursbi be> futile in cheeking .over production in Qermany. 
(Again, would it not seem to be to the interest, both M Germany and ; France to reduce their export 
bounties, thus checking over-production, and placing their respective industries on a sounder footing ? 
To increase the State subsidies would 'only seem to lead to the further depression of their industries, 

- - - • • 11 ±-— j.—------- producingincalculable injury upon all free trade sugarwhile inflicting in the immediate future

countries)- SHIPMENTS TO 28th

Sugar. Rum.
Tons. Puns.

British Guiana, 1894 — 73,821 137970
1893 ... 78,965 15,587

Trinidad, t894 ... 46,512 700
1893 43,964 674

Barbados, 1894 ... 64,711
1893 64,980

NOVEMBER, 1894.
Coffee. Cocoa. Asphalte. Gold.

Lbs. Lbs. Tons. Ozs.
— 44,609 — iii,295
— 3,528 — 120,954

13,200 17,899,100 90,349
6,880 15,284,020 83,312

utiO'u jdi



' SU&AR TN'UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1894, ,674,3:4 tons, against 740/100 : 

Jefferies, <95,210, against i Stocks, 57,661, against 73,*30.
inuoaoA b • gimnii arif ni baguso surfi iioflaf <nA J j

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(H. Clark, De Silva & Co., 7th December). Europe and fiargp^ 
aftdat tbEurope, 934,000 tons/against <801,000 ; Stock in United States, -189,000, against 75,000 • Afloat 

tbUnited States, 31,000, against 84,000 ; Cuba, 14,000, against $4,tool Total, l,i88,ooo tons, against 
r^^odo. (C. Czamikow, 13th December). Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 1^2^12 tons, 
against 946,164 ; United Stites, 186^000, against 75,111 ; Cuba, 14,000, against 53,000. Total 

f,‘2^2,4^ 2; tons1 against 1,074,2-75. ; - 
adj io onlay orb L .in^a T$q o; rd or oj qxr ,9gc§17om laid no vanoni orfl gnijim..

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % .(C. Czarnikow, 13th December), 8s. 7|d., again-: 

12s. 3d. for the same time 1893.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Scrutton. Sons & Co.', J ch 
November—Too diyJ (Per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 22nd November—Heavy rain> have 
fallen generally since last message. 26th—Wet weather continues. 1 Qth December—Weather favourable 
for cultivation and grinding. (Per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 24th November- - 
Tjh^ J^ainy season has set in with moderate rains. 2760—Heavy rain continues, finer weather wanted. 
1st December—Finer weather since last message. (Per favour of Colonial Company, Ehhired), 3rd 
December—Rain^has fallen heavily. Trinidad (Per favour of Messrs. Joseph Marry at & Son-), 1* th 
November—Every prospect of rain continuing for'some days. 36th—Rainfall general. (Per favour of 
Messrs. Gregor Turnbull & Co.), 20th November—Good growing weather. (Pet favour of Colonial 
Company, Limited), 20th Noyember—Weather showery and suitable for cultivation. 5th December— 
Showery and favourable for cultivation. (Per favour of Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co.), 7th December 
—Weather showery, very favourable and general. Barbados (Per favour of Messrs. Wftldtfs • 
Gaviller), 20th November—Fine rains generally throughout the Island. 4th December—Sea-on abk 
weather but rain still wanted. Antigua—Good rains are reported by mail 2^th November.

Information-, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Aho 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Cmci i a:
papers. Circt;i.ak U ife ^bSaif Members Sett Members receiving telegraphic Mvkn

with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their tddn ff- 
to this Office.

.Jxeri ni {hhrmikoyqqu ud yino % R

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
gad to receive' ihforttratibn aild opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiment, in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications,; &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

.a.io0 
.2X0 .anoT
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announced

Rd e. . — 
ooitQ(>8 ri oo- 

088

o;



WEST INDIA COMMITTEE
BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET,. LONDQN, E.C.,

January, 1895.

SUGAR PRQPUCITQN — It is well-known that the Sugar Industry of the world, Beet as 
well as Cane, is at present face to face with a crisis of the most serious description, and it is of the 
greatest importance to all concerned that the causes which have brought about this crisis should be 
thoroughly understood and recognised; and it is of equal importance that in any attempt to provide a 
remedy, the various Governments whose interests are concerned, should avoid taking steps which, if 
ill-advised, may aggravate the crisis instead of. .relieving, it.

To make the causes of the crisis quite clear, it is necessary to review the production of the 
world for some years past. The following are the figures :—
£ gm.u jsnj el Ji .ms .066,666nl .oouboiq oi no! icq 01^. iaoa Ji Jedi

TOTAL PRODUCTION. ' •
■ tqq„ T •• 00oj tmivoa ano; 000.600 • uvnd audi

I080-I 1885-6 1890-1
/ 1,630,660 Tons 2,223',000 ”* Tons'3,^fO,^

.4,200,000 „ 4,140,000 „ 2,500,000

.enjgn rihuona iLm e ?r not •
ooo,ociOfOL*),
oootoc Beet’ "Tons'
ooofoc>o,oi^Cane. ...... ... „ .

oootoc ...............  wuboiqo
OOOfOP Gef niany

000.0? Austria ...... ....
———- France ...

Russia
oi aeol ’ m Belgium ...

BEET COUNTRIES.

1891-2
1,198,006

1892-3
T, 2'2 5,000'

.7.86,000 803,000
650,000 588,000
551,000 455,000
180,000 197,000 lo

snoi 000.000, 
1893-4

1,3-93,Soo j 

842,000 

579,000 
660,000

• bnoi^ni iRdi 235,000 
186,000

• Wf 
1,906,000 
1,100,000 

830,000 
630,000 
2^000 
230,000

^di ei il.

Holland and other Countries 136,000 160,000

'ln£>rncttsvotJ

Cane Production

► 4 vd vinuod inoeorq odi io 212nd orti no tnoiiudninoo isunns odT 
3,501,000 3,428,000 3,895,000 4,975,000
2,784,000 2,760,000 3,046,000 2,904,000

Total Q^o. Tons 6,285,000 6,188,000
eonsrd

6,941,ppp 7,879,ooo

000,000,1 ... ... murgbS
From these figures it will be seen that whilst the Beet production has increased from 2,223,000 

tons in 1885-6 to 4^975,060 tons in 1894-5, or I24 Per cent., the Cane production has only increased 
from 2,140,000 tons in 1885-6 to 2,904,000 tons in 1894-5, or say 36 per cent.
arh moil banihido si vinuod sldsisbisnoo £ ,mna aid! oi noiiibbs ni isdi jbaiodmemei $d iaurn 11

It will be further seen that the total production of 1894-5 shows an enormous increase over that 
’of .the previous .year, practically 1,000,000 tons, entirely-due to increased production .of Beet Sugar. 
During recent years the consumption of the civilized world has continued at an annual aypr^p 
inercace of about therefore be noticed that the excess Beet production for 1894-5
was sufficient to pro^  ̂ increase of consumption at^aboge

The effect of this large supply has naturally been to lower the price, and present prices are the 
iowe^ which have been known during the present century. The following have been the prices 
realized in January of the last five years for what is known as Beet 88^ analysis, which isgene  Killy

taken as a, relative standard of selling value :— ....
ruarjB JooS lo noiiouboan £ i£di beruaes od oi toafrsM odilo 

January 1891
tnoiioubsi eidi bos ^Hiiol In^^fiq off 
novig i£di n993 od eudi Hrw il anoi isq
28ol Juorliiv/ lo snoi 600,00^^0060
sdohni oi ,^iow radio nl ” .000,000.01 A J

1 u Id95 . •Of” 'rlrrnrf^ tn r

0 »
14s 96 i£IJp

sA nsdi 220! ad vlbrcd bjirow {9i£rrni20 of iluadlib dguorfi 14s- 2a: ,,
• biuow sb yinuod £ Hane 

asal M lo noiiudhinc$> T^p-ml £ oriupor bluovz noasas ixon 

1 noiiibbr ni ixan qora £ nous omuanoo oi bhow
ndio al 
__
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. , t te n G. ca la^fe and continued increase of the

The question now arises, what h „ inl.jor(j,h factor has been the Bounties granted
fa, > «... " “7 m I—*.

by European Governments with the view of stimulating tn

M Mr « a-

does fist repay of ; been saved

contribute to the Sugar I„du-ow. b&

itself would have been a gainer by many millions sterling.

in 1893-4 the Beet crop was, in round figures, 4,600,000 tons, and. we may tak- it • . . . ■
that it cost Zro per ton to produce. In 1894-0 the crop was 5.000.000. lAd
Jarge^ to produce, probably £. per ton IS a near enough

thus have 4,000,000 tons costing ^10 ... ••• r. cooooo

Realizing at ,^*12 j os. per ton .. 000/
Leaving a profit of £ 10,000,000

The following year 5,000,000 tons were made, costing ^9 per ton to produce 

Realizing at, ^*8 15s. per ton ...

Leaving a loss of ...
000,058 000,9^.5 000,885 000,056

43,750,000 

£ 1,2 50.000

ooo.ord 000,odd ooo.?.^^ ' . - . , . . ,
It is therefore seen that instead of a profit of ^10,000,000, the increased crop has resulted in a L- to 

the Industry of ^1,250,000.

The annual contribution, on the basis of the present bounty by Foreign Governments and which 

1 ;; brought about this disastrous result is as follows :—
Germany .. 
France 
Austria 
Belgium

^812,000

2,075,000
403,000

1,000,000

^4,290,000

It must be remembered, that in addition to this sum, a considerable bounty is obtained from the 
taxpayers direct, under the system of duties and drawbacks adopted in some countries. In Germany, 
for instance, this bounty amounts to about ^400,000. We have also not reckoned the bounties given 
by Russia, Sweden, Denmark, and some other countries which are not large producers. 1: can. 
however, be safely estimated that the bounty system is costing the Continental taxpayer ^.000.000 per 

annum, with the result as shown above of an enormous present loss to the Industry.

Let us now see what will happen if bounties are increased sufficiently to encourage an equally 
large crop being produced next year.

It requires very little knowledge of the Market to be assured that a production of Beet Sugar 

nm season equal to that of the presentone, will reduce the price still further, and this reduction 
though difficult to estimate, would hardly be less than £1 per ton. It will thus be seen that given 
such a bounty as would enable the European growers to produce 5,000,000 tons of Sugar without loss 

woridt fUrther C°ntribution of at ^10,000,000. In other w,to tadu<e
the world to consume such a crop next year, in addition to the large excess of supply in the present
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year, the European Industry (or the Governments) would have to contribute above 6,000,000 sterling. 
This estimate is made up as follows:—Present bounty, (say) ^*5,000,000. Loss on present crop, 
^*1,250,000. Further loss if market falls £2 per ton, ^To,000,000 Total, ^*16,250,000.

The most immediate and obvious remedy for the present state of things is the abolition of the 
bounty system altogether. This would bring about a more natural condition of the Industry and lead 
to a reduced crop of Beet being sown during the coming season. We have already shown that a crop 
of 4,000,000 tons will realize a larger sum by many millions than a crop of 5,000,000 tons. In other 
words, the Beet-growers, if they produce a crop of 4,000,000 tons without bounty will be much better 
off than if they again produce 5,000,000 of tons with a bounty.

The next remedy, but one which will necessarily take longei to be effective, is an increased 
consumption, and it depends entirely on the European Governments now giving bounties to bring this 
about on a very extended scale. In Europe generally the duties levied on Sugar are so exorbitantly 
high that Sugar is an article of luxury to the masses, with the result that the consumption is on an 
extremely small scale as compared with Great Britain and the United States, where Sugar is largely 
consumed by the general population. The following figures show this very clearly.

Lbs. Consumed per Amount of Duty 
head of Population. levied per Ton.

Great Britain... ... ... 73 lbs. ... Nil.
United States... ... ... 70 ,, ... About ^*4
France ... ... ... 28 „ ... ,, 24
Germany ... ... ... 26 „ ... „ 9
Austria ........................... 17 „ ... ,, 9
Belgium ... ... ... 20 ,, ... ,, 18

It will thus be seen that there is an enormous scope for increased consumption in Europe, and it 
will be admitted that with this increased consumption and the abolition of bounties a largely-reduced 
duty could be levied without any loss of revenue.

The Foreign Governments might be reminded that, in August, 1888, they signed a Convention 
in London, “ to take such measures as shall constitute an absolute and complete guarantee, that nc 
open or disguised bounty shall be granted on the manufacture or export of Sugar.” This agreement 
has never been carried out, but what was then recognised as a great evil requiring a remedy is still 
more urgent to prevent a continuance of the present state of things so ruinous to all concerned. It is 
not too much to say that had the agreement been carried out the existing crisis could not have arisen, 
and the present recipients of bounty would have been better off than under the present system of 

large bounties.

We submit that the above statements of opinion and fact irresistibly enforce the conclusions 
that the abolition of bounties would diminish over production, whilst a reduction of taxation 
would increase consumption and the effect of such measures—the speedier if combined—would 
establish the trade on its natural and therefore on a sound basis. So long as bounties stimulate 
production and taxation restricts consumption, market values will prove unstable, and recurrent crises 
ensue. Thus distrust and diminished credit will be engendered, loading the Beet Sugar Industry with 
a financial disadvantage which existing bounties cannot compensate and increased bounties would 
further aggravate. Our statement as to the trade of the past year fully demonstrates this conclusion.

N. LUBBOCK,
Chairman.
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
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BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

14^ January, 1895.

SUGAR PRODUCTION.—The following correspondence with the Foreign Office is reported. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Kimberley, K.G., 31st December, 1894. “My Lord : We have the 
honour to call your Lordship’s attention to the crisis which now exists in the Beet Sugar industries of 
the Continent of Europe, brought about, as has happened before, by the over-production of Beet 
Sugar in consequence of the bounties given by the Governments, of those European Sugar-producing 
countries. Our reason for addressing your Lordship arises from the fact, that in consequence of the 
bounty system, the conditions as to the market price , for British and Foreign Colonial Sugar in 
British markets depend largely upon Foreign legislation. In France and Germany the existing 
position is a very serious one, both for farmers of roots and manufacturers of Sugar. The only remedy 
apparently suggested in those countries is the granting of increased bounties on export. Such a policy 
can only aggravate the evil by stimulating over-production, and could only tend to depress still 
further the price of Sugar. The true policy would seem to be to suppress bounties, and reduce 
the internal duties on Sugar, thus increasing the consumption in France and Germany, and 
reducing the excess of production. We are writing to your Lordship in the hope that you will 
be pleased to call the attention of the British Embassies to the matter, with the view of their 
being induced to. forward to your Lordship the earliest information as to proposed legislation in 
France and Germany on the Sugar question, and of pointing out to foreign Governments the obvious 
fact that it is owing to bounties the present crisis has arisen, and that any increase of those bounties 
can but render the crisis more acute. It; is hoped, also, that when the opportunity arrives, Her 
Majesty’s Government will proffer their good offices for the promotion of any international 
arrangement which might facilitate the termination of the present mischievous, system of bounties.”

(Signed} N. Lubbock, Chairman."

The following is the reply :— r j . . : )
“Foreign Office, January, 1895. 

“ The Chairman,
“ Sir,—I am directed by the Earl of Kimberley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

31st ultimo respecting the present condition of the Sugar industry in European countries, more 
particularly in France and Germany. His Lordship fears that it would serve no practical purpose for 
Her Majesty’s Diplomatic Representatives in the countries in question, to call the attention of the 
Governments of those countries to the economic fallacies of the systems they pursue, and to which you 
attribute the present crisis. Such a course would only be regarded as an intrusion in matters which fall 
within the scope of internal policy, and in which it is unusual for a Foreign State to interfere. You are 
aware of the circumstances which led to the last Sugar Convention becoming inoperative, and having 
regard to those circumstances, Her Majesty’s Government could hardly, at the present moment, take the 
initiative in proposing a further International Conference to. discuss the question. Lord Kimberley 
will, however, not faiUto instruct Her Majesty’s Ambassadors at Paris and Berlin to send home the 
earliest information they may be able to obtain with regard to any legislative measures affecting the 
Sugar industry in France or Germany. . _ I am, &c.,

(Signed} E. Grey.

In continuation of the above the Foreign Office send (9th January) extract from a despatch 
dated, Berlin, December 22nd, 1894, as follows :—“ I have the honour to report that in the sitting of 
the Reichstag on Friday, December 14th, a debate, of some interest arose on the policy of the 
Government with regard to Sugar Bounties. The discussion took place on a question asked by a 
member of the National Liberal Party, as to what measures the Government proposed to take to 
remedy the depression in German agriculture, and especially in the sugar industry. It was urged that 
the cultivation of beet-root was now the last refuge of the German agriculturist, that the German 
bounties had been lowered, whilst the Austrian bounties had remained stationary, and those in Russia 
and France had actually been raised. The increased protection adopted by the United States had been 
a heavy blow to German agriculture. No undue advantages were claimed, but merely the opportunity 
of competing on equal terms with foreign nations, and this equality could only, it was urged, be 
obtained by increasing the bounties on the exportation of German Sugar to compel foreign competitors 
eventually to lower theirs. The Imperial Secretary of Finance, Count von Posadowsky, replied on
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processes for extracting and 1
undoubtedly the American duf3^vFrT< W ®iu^

b^«fefof/d|4GMtrdW>^ ^©expressedgreat sympathy with the agricultural interests, and maintained 
that a c^smthe Sugar “industry would be even a more serious matter than the fall in the price of 
wheat, on account of the great number of small land-owners who had sunk capital in the cultivation ot 
beet-root The law of 1891, of which the chief feature was the taxation of raw beet-root, fell with 
peculiar heaviness upon the small manufacturer, who could not afford to bring the same expensive 
processes for extracting and refining as the larger capitalist, to bear upon the raw produce. . But 
undoubtedly the American duti3^^rT1WM0©iuAI^ de^ncfeSoiv Germ. joyed
the most favoured nation clause, but in addition to the ad valorem duty, she had to pay a differential 
duty on bounty sugaf, v^hidh,;ih ^WPfhe comparative smallness of the bounties given in Germany, 
feUapor^i^^iiy^Bithe German than on the foreign cultivator. In reply to some remarks from Count 
Kanitz, Baron 'von Marschall rose and entered into a detailed account of the negotiations which had 
been [carried on between the Imperial Government and the Government- of the United States. The 
main "object of the negotiations had not been to combat the ad valorem duty, which was commi n to all 
imported, sugar, but to obtain 'the removal of the one-tenth, per cent, differential duty on sugar which 
received a bounty on export* At present he could make no definite statement, but must content himself 
with reading, an extract from the'President's message, in which was, advocated the removal of the 
differential duty on German sugar. The debate was concluded on Saturday the 151I1.”

(It is proposed- at once to call a meeting to decide upon further action, and to compile a 
statement/giving the points of the case for Parlimentary and general use. The West India As> , elation 
of Glasgow are likewise moving in the matter);

A YEAR’S SUGAR SUPPLY, U.K. (BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS). 
tYncmioO Bns oomn’d ni noiJqnm^noo ydl sni&soioni aurfl no eitjitub lr.ni

'90:

Beet Root Sugar— 1893. 1894.
naril 
ni nc

Refined
Unrefined ...

576,329
422,222

694,879
368,610

ieH
Total Beet Supply ... Tons 998,551 1,063,489

IsnoiJ
Cane Sugar—

coon

• ?p8i

British West Indies and Guiana
British East Indies ...
China and Hongkong
Mauritius ...

61,282
52,633

79 “
12,225

84,700
63.412

13,333

Total British Cane ... Tons 126,219 161,445

Foreign Cane—

□rfj 51

Spanish West India Islands 
Brazil
Java ................
Phillipine Islands ...
Peru ...
Other Countries

4,148 
20,308 
75,258 
91,380 
26,I<2 
37JI2

1^,529 
23,495 
29,192 
59,337 
16,576 
46,102

e Total Foreign Cane Tons 254,358 186,231
•1 MU a\ ! a-d:

Total Supply.

r

H V G

Foreign Beet ................
British Cane
Foreign Cane ...

O a998,551 
126,219 
254,358

1,063,489 
’61,445 
186,231

isrij Total Sugar Imports
• • • Tons 1,379,128' 1,411,165

. BRITISH GUIANA.—It is understood that the 
crop is being considered by the Secretary of State It is 
?PProve a practicable scheme, the details of which it 
West India Committee have been i------- ‘ ’ • - -
received from the Colony.

question of Government advances upon next 
' " q°P. t]13* his lordship may see his way to

—i. &
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axtrse of action to be dotted . ™ < being awaited for some-

.o-.;,g; boihiU o^ ^'^3 .H)—.SSUHSUB jUHISIV

PLANT.—The following is an extract from Circular No; 2, June, 1886 — 
Guiana flof British

v v ....... vf®**. uO ta'” a***?!!? LO improve SugarCane. Committee suggested that
careful ^et apart 100 a"es of lang on which cane should ’be gro«m, and that a
' rn .V \c lon.0f the bjsfnjan^ from year to y«ar should be re-sowm the obte being, hy careful
selection, to produce the finest plants, constantly improving in size, prolificness, early maturity, and 
saccharme quality. Letter referred to Kew. Mr. Morris, by desire of Mr. Dydr, writes, May . 13th, 

^capitulating efforts made to supply fresh varieties of cane to West Indies, and suggesting that 
ah that was necessar}’ had been done. Committee replied. 8th June, to Lord Granville, that sufficient 
had not been done, and strongly urging again their proposal of November 30th, 1885, as it is not the 
mere addition of varibti& that is required, but ’a careful selection of the best specimens of varieties 
now cultivated, and the steady cultivation of these.” The importance of this question has not since 
been overlooked, and the Kew authorities would probably now admit that their action in 1886 was not 
sufficient to obtain satisfactory results in planting selected canes. Considerable attention-,, hovyever, 
has since been given to Sugar Cane disease, and the question now is, whether the Colonial 
Governments should be again urged to undertake the experimental planting recommeded in 1885-6. 
Mauritius has been well to the front in this matter, for at their Exhibition of 1893, the collection of 
Sugar Canes was said to be the best ever brought together. There_were 70 varieties more or less 
established in the Colony. {See 11 Kew Bulletin,’’ March, 1894). The discussion between Mr. 
Lubbock and Mr. Jenman in the Demerara “ Argosy ’’ of December, 1888, has a very practical bearing 
upon the question of improving the Sugar Cane by means of selection. Some useful extracts will be 
given in the next Circular, if possible, of what was then written. The subject is well worthy of the 
attention of the Colonial Governments.

ST. LUCIA.—Referring to last Circular, it is now to be reported that the Secretary of State, 
while not thinking the matter to be one for Imperial aid, has referred the proposed measures of relief^ 
other than those which his lordship had already agreed to, to the Governor of the Windward Islands 
for his report. S gnbiaiv elerfto bms .S>oMO

TO 26thSHIPMENTS DECEMBER, 1894.

Sugar. Rum. Coffee. Cocoa. Asphalte. Gold.
Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons. Ozs.

British Guiana, 1894 83,989 15,767 — 46,259 -— U4:7I4

1893 ... 90,219 18,723 — 3,528 — 126,388
Trinidad, 1894 46,654 700 13,520

8,960
18,882,890
16,986,570

98,744
1893 ... 44,182 675 86,815

Barbados, *894 • •• 64,711
1893 ... 64,980

present crop is practically over, and the question oftheSUGAR PROSPECTS.—In France r x x .
future sowing is the great question of the moment, in view of the low prices, which may cause an 
important diminution in sowings. In Germany and Austria-Hungary, too, the fabrication is very 
advanced German cultivators are still doubtful as to the extent of their sowings in 1895, upon which 
the legislative proposals will have considerable effect. In Russia there may be a reduction of the culture 
Messrs Clark de Silva & Co., say, that if Sugar is again to be placed upon a sound basis, a reduced 
production of 10 per cent, for at least one season is necessary; and if the present low prices are allowed 
to have their proper effect from producers, there can be no doubt that some such reduction will take place. 
Such will largely depend upon German legislation. “ Mr. Licht gravely advocates that the Government 
Should increase the home consumption tax to enable them to pay higher bounties without loss of 
revenue.” The present bounties are 9d. per cwt. on refined and 6d. per cwt. on raw and they were to 
cease altogether in August, i897- The abolition of the bounties and the reduction of the heavy internal 
duties are recommended by Messrs. Clark as likely to be of the greatest benefit to producers, especially 
in preventing lower prices next season. The total Cane for 1894-5 « estimated at 2,904,000 tons
& 046,000 in 1893-4, and Beet 4,975,°°° against 3,895,000, making a total Sugar production of 

^2"™ avainst 6941,000. Mr. Czarnikow reports, 10th January, that owing to closing of inland 
navigation on Continent, a firmer tone prevailed during the early part of this week. There has since 
t Im W re-action, A premature advance in prices Mr. Czarnikow deprecates as likely to revive 
the hopes of Beet producers, and might only lead to a continuance of the over-production.



SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM—First week, 1895, landings, 8,459 tons, agalnst IO>754 ; 
deliveries, 8,076, against 8,924 5 Stocks, 59,417, against 80,299.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(H. Clark, De Silva & Co., 8th January). Europe and cargoes 
afloat to Europe, 1,583,000 tons, against 1,358,000 ; United States and afloat to United States, 17 ,000, 
agahrst124,; Cuba, 16,000, against 53,000. Total, 1,777,000 tons, against r,=35,000. (C. Czarmkow 
10th January). Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 1,712,340 tons, against 1,409,299 , Lmted 
States, 156,000, against 97,960 ; Cuba, 23,000, against 65,000. Total 1,891,340 tons against 1,572,259.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (C. Czarnikow, 10th January), 8s. 8|d., against 12s 
3fd., for the same time 1894.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co), 
17th, December—Weather showery and favourable to cultivation. 8th January—Weather continues 
wet with intervals of fine days. (Per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.) 24th December— 
Heavy rains have fallen generally since last message. 31st December—Weather favourable to 
cultivation. 12th January—Heavy rains have fallen generally since last message (Per favour of 
Colonial Company, Limited). 21st December—Fine, with occasional light showers. Trinidad 
(per favour of Colonial Company, Limited). 18th December—Fine, with occasional light showers. 
1st January—Showery and favourable to cultivation. (Per favour of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co.) 
3rd January—ShoWery and favourable to cultivation. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson 
and Gaviller). 18th December—No rain since last message. 1st January—First part of fortnight 
dry, latter rainy. 9th January—‘Fine rains generally throughout the Island. Antigua (per favour 
Hon. H. O. Bennett, Messrs. Boddington & Co., and Messrs. Lee Crerar & Co.) 21 st December— 
Three-and-a-half to seven inches rain since mail left on 12th inst.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, arid other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices 
with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for 
filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses 
to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in 
Sugar machinery,.of Steamship communications, &c.) J 1

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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February, 1895.

PRODUCTION DU SUCRE. — Il est bien avéré aujourd’hui que l’industrie sucrière du 
monde, tant pour les sucres de canne que pour la betterave, est arrivée à une crise très sérieuse, 
et d est d importance vitale que tous les intéressés se rendent bien compte et comprennent les causes 

qui ont amene cette crise. Les Gouvernements qui, par suite de cet état de choses, se trouvent 
gravement intéressés, devraient, de leur côté, dans leurs efforts pour enraver cette crise éviter d’avoir 
recours à des mesures, qui, au lieu d’atténuer le mal, tendraient seulement à l’aggraver.

Pour bien éclaircir les causes de la crise, voyons la production du monde durant ces dernières 
années. Voici les chiffres :

PRODUCTION TOTALE

1880-1 1885-6 1890-1
Betterave : Tonnes 1,030,000 Tonnes 2,223,000 Tonnes 3,710,000
Canne , , 2,200,000 ,, 2,140,000 »> 2,500,000

PRODUCTION DE BETTERAVES

1891-2 1892-3 1893-4 1894-5
Allemagne ... 1,198,000 1,225,000 1,303,000 1,900,000
Autriche ... ... 786,000 803,000 842,000 1,100,000
France ••• ... 650,000 588,000 579,000 830,000
Russie ... 551,000 455,000 666,000 630,000
Belgique ... ... 180,000 197,000 235,000 285,000
Hollande, etc. ... 136,000 160,000 186,000 230,000

3,501,000 3,428,000 3,805,000 4,975,000
Production de sucre de canne 2,784,000 2,760,000 3,046,000 2,904,000

Total • • • • • • 6,285,000 6,188,000 6,941,000 7,879,000

Ces chiffres montrent que la production des sucres de betterave a augmenté de 2,223,000 tonnes en
l’année 1885-6 jusque 4,975,000 tonnes en l’année 1891-5, c’est-à-dire de 124 pour cent, tandis que la 
production des sucres de canne a seulement augmenté de 2,140,000 tonnes en 1885-6 jusque 2,904,000 
tonnes en 1894-5, soit de 36 pour cent.

Ces chiffres montrent encore que la production totale pour l’année 1894-5 accuse un excédant énorme 
comparé à l’année précédente, environ 1,000,000 de tonnes, et que la production des sucres de betterave 
est seule responsable de cette situation. Durant ces dernières années, la consommation du monde civilisé 
s’est accrue dans une proportion moyenne d’environ 250,000 tonnes par an. L excédant dans la production 
des sucres de betterave pour l’année 1894-5 aurait donc seul pu suffire à couvrir une pareille augmentation 

dans la consommation durant quatre années consécutives.
Le résultat immédiat de cette trop grande production a naturellement été une forte baisse sur les prix, 

les prix actuels étant les plus bas connus du siècle. Les prix suivants ont été pratiqués dans le courant 
du mois de Janvier des cinq dernières années, en se basant sur les 88° f.o.b. Hambourg.

Janvier 1891
„ 1892
„ 1893
„ 1894
„ 1895

12s. 6d. per cwt.
14s. 9d. ,,
14s. 2d. „
12s. 4d. „
8s. 8d. „

Quel a été le motif de cette grande et continuelle augmentation dans la récolte des sucres de betterave ? 
Il est peu douteux que le facteur le plus important en a été le système de primes accordées par les Gouverne- 

ments européens en vue de stimuler leurs industries sucrières.
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L’effet naturel de ces primes a été de créer une production dépassant de beaucoup la capacité de con- 
/i de et de réduire les prix à un minimum qui ne couvre plus les frais de la production 

mêmeSi dan^i”campagne écoulée il n’y avait pas eu de primes accordées, ni d’augmentation dans la 

récolte des sucres de betterave, les payeurs de contributions en Europe auraient non-seulement bénéficie de» 
grandes sommes qu’ils sont forcés d’allouer à leurs industries sucrières, ma1S encore ces industries mêmes, 

des sucres de betteïave se chiffrait à 4,000,090 de tonnes et l’on peut estimer le 
coût de production à £10 par tonne. En 1894-5 la récolte atteint 5,000,000 de tonnes et >1 est probable que 

celle-ci étant plus grande, son coût soit moindre soit £9 par tonne.

£40,000,000
50,000,000

£10,000,000

Voici donc d’un côté :
4,000,000 de tonnes à £10 ...
réalisées à £12 10s. par tonne ...............

donnant un bénéfice de

de l’autre côté :
••• £45,000,000

43,750,000
5,000,000 de tonnes à £9 
réalisées à £8 15s. par tonne ...

laissant une perte de • • • • • • ... £1,250,000

ce qui prouve clairement que, au lieu de donner un bénéfice de £10,000,000, l’augmentation de la récolte a 

produit une perte à l’industrie de £1,250,000.
Les sommes payées annuellement par les Gouvernements d’Europe—calculées sur la base des primes 

en cours—et qui ont amené ce désastre, opérant de la même manière sur exportation et quantités consommées 
à l’intérieur, se répartissent comme suit :

Allemagne, 12s. 6d. par tonne sur 1,850,000 tonnes ... ... £1,156,250
France ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,000,000
Autriche ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 400,000
Belgique... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,000,000

} 000£$2 2 eb Mnsamim b svmsnad 9b aaioua æb oiDnbo • ’ £4,55G,2û”

Nous n’avons pas tenu compte des primes payées par la Russie, la Suède, le Danemark et d’autres 
pays qui ne sont pas grands producteurs. Toutefois l’on peut estimer hardiment que le système total 
des primes coûte annuellement £ 5,000,000 au contribuable du Continent, avec le résultat entrevu plus 
haut, d’une perte immense causée à l’industrie.

Examinons maintenant ce qui arrivera si les primes sont augmentées d’une façon suffisante pour 
encourager la production d’une récolte également grande pour la campagne prochaine.

Il ne faut pas une très grande expérience du marché pour pouvoir affirmer qu’une production pareille 
ferait baisser les prix davantage, et que cette nouvelle réduction, quoique difficile à évaluer, ne serait pas 
moins de £ 2 par tonne. Donc, étant donnée une prime suffisante pour faire produire par la culture 
européenne 5,000,000 de tonnes de sucre de betterave sans perte immédiate pour la culture, il faudrait une 
somme de £ 10,000,000. En d’autres mots, pour faire consommer ou pour liquider une récolte pareille dans 
la campagne prochaine, à laquelle s’ajouterait encore le surplus de la récolte 1894-5, l’industrie européenne 
(ou les Gouvernements) auraient à faire face à £ 16,000,000 répartis comme suit :

Prime actuelle en cours ............... .............................. £ 5,000,000
Perte sur la récolte 1894-5 ... ... ... ...... ................ 1 250 000
Perte £ 2 par tonne, 1895-6 ........................... ...... . lûûnn'nnù

£ 16,250,000

Le remede le plus simple et le plus immédiat à la situation actuelle est l’abolition du système de 
primes, qui amènerait une condition plus saine pour l’industrie et nous donnerait des ensemencements sur
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une moins grande échelle dans la campagne prochaine. Nous avons vu déjà qu’une récolte de 4 000 000 de

Xl“erX^^^^^ aVa"tageUX qu’une récolte 5,000,000 dé tonnes, etcertainement la culture se trouvera mieux en produisant 4,000,000 de tonnes sans primes que 5,000 000 avec

l n autre remède, mais dont les effets seraient moins immédiats, serait une consommation plus grande 
et les Gouvernements payant des primes actuellement, pourraient grandement aider à amener ce desideratum, 

es impôts levés sur les sucres en Europe sont en général tellement élevés, que l’article est resté un objet de 
luxe pour la grande masse de la population, et que par conséquent la consommation compare très mal avec 
celle du Royaume-Uni et des Etats-Unis d’Amérique où le sucre est très largement employé. Les chiffres 
suivants montrent cela clairement :

Consommation 
par tête

Impôt 
per 1,000 kilos.

Royaume-Uni 36^- kilos Zéro
Etats-Unis 35 „ Environ fr. 100
France ............... 14 „ „ „ 600
Allemagne... ............... 13 „ „ „ 225
Autriche ... ............... 13-| „ „ „ 225
Belgique ... ............... 10 „ „ „ 450

et démontrent que la consommation en Europe pourrait s’augmenter d’une façon considérable. On voudra 
bien admettre que l’abolition des primes et une augmentation dans la consommation permettra aux 
f louvernements de réduire de beaucoup les impôts prélevés actuellement, sans perte d’aucune sorte sur 
le revenu.

On peut rappeler aux Gouvernements étrangers qu’en Août 1888 ils ont signé une Convention à 
Londres, stipulant “ de prendre telles mesures qui constitueraient une véritable garantie, à ce qu’aucune 
prime, soit ouverte, soit déguisée, ne soit allouée pour la fabrication ou l’exportation des sucres”. Cette 
Convention n’a jamais été exécutée ; mais si à cette époque on considérait que cet état de choses demandait 
un remède immédiat, il est certainement plus urgent aujourd’hui d’y trouver une solution. Si la Convention 
avait été exécutée, la crise que nous subissons n’aurait jamais pu se produire, et les encaisseurs de primes 
d’aujourd’hui se trouveraient dans une situation meilleure que celle qui leur est faite par le système déprimés 

en vigueur.
L’absurdité de ces primes est plus frappante en France qu’ailleurs. Les chiffres énumérés plus haut 

ne comprennent pas les fortes sommes payées aux fabricants comme “ drawback ” sur les mélasses, ni les primes 

dont bénéficient les producteurs coloniaux.
Iæ contribuable français sacrifie plus de soixante millions de francs par an afin d’assurer aux 

fabricants une exportation de 400,000 tonnes, c’est-à-dire que sur la base des prix actuels, le contribuable 
paie une somme à peu près égale à la moitié de la valeur brute des sucres exportés.

En résumé on doit convenir que les opinions et les chiffres mis en avant imposent la conclusion qu une 
réduction d’impôt amènerait une plus grande consommation, et qu’une abolition des primes diminuerait le 
trop dans la production ; de même que l’effet de pareilles mesures serait de remettre le marché sur une base 
naturelle et saine. Aussi longtemps que les primes pousseront à la production et que les impôts arrêteront 
la consommation, nous ne pouvous nous attendre à des prix stables et serons toujours sous le coup d’une 
crise. Dans ces conditions il est naturel que la méfiance et le discrédit se mettront dans les affaires, et que 
la grande industrie des sucres de betterave souffrira sous un désavantage financier, que les primes existantes 
ne peuvent compenser et que des primes plus fortes pourraient seulement aggraver. L’aperçu de la situation 

pendant la campagne écoulée le démontre pleinement.
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CIRCULAR No. 114.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

Il th February, 1895.

SUGAR PRODUCTION MEMORANDUM.—Copies of this Paper, in English, French, and 
German, can now be had on application at this office. A supply has been sent to the Foreign Office 

for the use of British Embassies abroad. Copies Have also been sent to Lord Salisbury, recalling his 
Lordship s attention to the Convention signed by him in August, 1888, with the Foreign Powers 
interested in Sugar production, and providing for the abolition of bounties, suggesting to his Lordship 
that had that agreement been carried out, the present general crisis in the Sugar Industry of the 

world could not have arisen.

SLGAR LEGISLATION.-^—The following correspondence with the Foreign Office, in 
continuation of previous Circular, is reported. The Secretary of State forwarded to the Committee 
the following despatch from Sir Julian Pauncefote, dated Washington, January 7th, 1895 :—“My 
Lord :—I have the honour to report that Mr. Hengelmuller, the newly-arriyed Austro-Hungarian 
Minister, has made a formal protest against that provision of the Customs Tariff Act which imposes 
a discriminating duty of one-tenth of one cent, a pound on Sugar coming from Austria. A similar 

protest was made some time ago by Germany, and the President, in his recent message to Congress, 
having recommended the repeal of the clause in the law imposing the duty, a bill has been brought in 
by Mr. Wilson with that intention, but has not yet advanced beyond the preliminary stages. Op 
August 3,1st last, the Secretary of the Treasury decided, in reply to an inquiry from the Collector of 
Customs at Baltimore, that Germany and Austria-Hungary were granting direct bounties on Sugar, 
and Mr. Carlisle at the same time suggested, that under the operations of the laws of France, Belgium, 
Denmark and the Netherlands (providing for the remission of internal revenue taxes on beets used 
in the production of sugar), indirect bounties might apparently be earned by the exporters/’

The following acknowledgment was sent :—“ The Right Hon. The Earl of Kimberley, K.G., 

23rd January, 1895—My Lord, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Bertie’s letter of 
the 22nd instant, in continuation of previous correspondence, transmitting copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington, on, the subject of the discriminating duty levied in the 
United States on Sugar imported from Austria and Germany. In commenting upon Sir Julian 
Pauncefote’s despatch, we beg to say that there is no possible doubt (indeed, the fact is admitted by 
the countries concerned) that not only Austria-Hungary and Germany, but also France and the other 
countries mentioned, grant direct or indirect bounties upon the export of their Sugars. We are 
preparing a Memorandum showing the amount of these bounties and their effect upon the general 
selling value of Sugar, whicn we will place in ydur Lordship’s hands in a few day?, in the hope 
that your Lordship would be pleased to transmit a copy for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Washington, and also for the information of Her Majesty’s Ambassadors in Berlin, 
Vienna, Paris and Brussels. In the meantime,, we trust that Sit Julian Pauncefote will continue to 
give his attention to the Bill now before Congress, which proposes to abolish the differential duty on 
bounty Sugar, and to place British Colonial Sugar, receiving no bounties, upon the same footing as the 
Sugar receiving considerable bounties. We think that the Favoured Nation Clause (if such exists in 
its entirety with the United States), under its provisions for equal terms with other countries, did np| 
contemplate such a great and unfair disadvantage to British interests as would be involved in bounty 
and non-botmty Sugar being received upon the same terms in the markets of the United States, and we
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trust any representationsz
securing the maintenance of t e provision , , the ° Favoured Nation Treaty with the
Favoured Nation Treaties. (The oreign 1C® * Z^vnufid Nitiah'treatment to British Possessions 
United States is dated 1815, whfcK eWrisYy Chairman.”

in Europe.)
S XLFS —The following letter was addressed to the Right Hon. H. H. Asquith, M.P
SALES. the lol o g behalf of Importer5 a: crested

^"be haCihehonour call your attention following Sale

of Food and BroX Acts it is provided that Rum (and other Spirits; may be 1 »d . ... er

to a strength not’below 25 degrees under proof. We are informed that yhen pros aga.ns
MiSnS ¥1^ under upon pr^ ?f

Rums in question. It is a well-known fact that Rum has a c^tt^
® obscuration, which B usually fewj 2 Aft a fift cent., as high as ) C^,

This obscuration arises from the presence of colouring matter, and it is in reality the difference 
between the real strength of the Rum, and the strength as shown by the Hydrometer. A 1 lydrometer 
is iii°?^t an instrument for ascertaining the specific graAi- -.quid, and in the case <* ri liquid
cmnposeif of $tr°e; and is 3 of IWengt* W M^h Bph to Butrin the case
of Rum, which consists of a mixture of Alcohol and water with #AdUdng mam mm I 
the Hydrometer ceases to be a reliable test of strength, and thi- h : used
by Her Majesty’s Customs, who have discarded the Hydrometer a^ a test for the purpose of levying 
duty. In consequence, we are'informed, of numerous convict! '’ublicans on the eminence of the
Hydrometer strengths, which convictions may be entirely illegal, Publicans and d ■ mrally
are averse to buying Rum which has h high obscuration, and latterly this has caused much loss to: 
Importers. A Rum with a high obscuration is quite as valuable as a similar Rum with a low 
obscuration, but in view of a probability of an illegal conviction for undue H case of
such Rums, they are very heavily and unreasonably depreciated in the Market. As we understand:’ 
that these prosecutions hre instituted by Municipal authorities, we are led to believe, Sirp 
that the matter is one which would come under the consideration of your Departm m. and we 
venture to hope that steps may be taken to ensure that such cvid, m e dmo'. . b given which 
would establish,. the true J?tpengt4t ,of the Rum which may be the subject of any further

.iM Io iqiaoai odj yob 7’ j N. tuhih < k, Chairman^

The Home Secretary refuted the matter to the Inland Revenue, from which Department tlie 

following letter has been received Somerset House, 2nd February, (89$ i . m — Sir,
The Board of Inland Revenue having had before them your letters of the n th an<! cr >, I ani
dhecthd to acquaint ydd,dhTepiy, £hat from the results obtained from the examination of amples of 

spirit referred to this Department under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, the Board believe that the 
Public Analysts,"as a whole, are-Avell aware that any obscuration has to be removed .by distillation 

before determining the strength of the spirits submitted to them, and remove it accordingly. It must, 
however, be borne in mind, that publicans and dealers mainly depend upon n • cr for
determining the strength of spirits received into and sent out of stock. In the ca>c 9^spiHfc 
they can only rely upon the good faith of the person selling it to them ; and, when nsider.ed
that a great part of this obscured spirit is diluted before being sent into consumption, a: ,
close to the limit of strength mentioned in the Act of 1879, it will be understood that highly obscured 
spuit is more difficult to manage than spirit which has little or no obscuration, and whose Xnangtli 
can be #etbffomed Hydrbtnefor. ■The-ddmaM for highly obscured spirit is, therefore/

bhq exttiabrisks run in its dilutiqig for sale. 1 .;u» U add
22, empowers m»g^ tr»w siu.li 4^?

refer, fir their foscretlim,'dispute to lhl,
of spirits is well understood, yet very few samples have been so re . *

W. B. Heberden, Secretary
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ELFISH regard Spirits'. 0^^

tof Th nOt H g is. ported there are few complai^ of
late. 1 he proposed extenston of Sugar Bounties in Germany was discussed in Combined Court on 
a motion .Ay Mr. Luard, which-met with the unanimous /approval mf the' Elective Members. Mr 
Duncan moved a resolution m favour of the erection of large Central Factories, and' that the 
Government should guarantee interest at 3 per cent, per annum on a capital sum of ^400,000, to 
erect and equip a Pioneer Central Factory, with the necessary railway, rolling Stock, wharf &cl 
on a site on the East Coast. :As there was' a division of opinion, the motion was withdrawn. ’ The 
application for immigrants’for 1895-96 amounts at present to only 1/840. , ./

: • 1 f I 1J »cf) - • * •.j । GOO ~ 1 rr OT O > f T O r f £ t R rT “t nc\ rr ♦ I f • t • »

TRINIDAD.—Government financial arrangements, especially with regard to Immigration, 
beating on the cost of Sugar production, are making progress. The Legislative 'Council have adopted 
the report of a Committee, recommending, that two-thirds of the cost of Immigration should, for: a 
period of three years, be paid out of the General Revenue, and that the house and land tax be reduced 
by one-half. The Customs Tariff has been revised. The Committed also proposed that the 
Immigration lax for tne ensuing.year be not collected. It is understood that the necessary provisions 
for carrying out these proposals were adopted by Council, and that they‘would be’consequently approved 
by the Secretary of State ; no action in respect of them has been yet adopted by the West India 
Committee. But all communications from Trinidad proprietors and merchants will be welcome.

ST. LUCIA.—A Meeting was held at Castries on 16th January. Reference was made to the 
interview with'Lord Ripon, and the representation's then made by English Proprietors and Merchants. 
It was decided that the Government should be asked to sanction the raising of a Ioan of ^50,000 to 
^"60,000, to be lent out to planters on terms to" allow a sinking fund to repay at the end of 30 year^. 
AU interests in the Colony, in addition to Sugar, were to participate. The matter was placed before 
Sir C. Bruce oh 17th January as the "result of the public meeting. The Island was absolutely 
dependent upon agriculture.’ Exceptional public' works had given temporary employment, but the 
financial position was alarming. Exports were valued in 1894 at ^I75>OOO> and the total general 
revenue was G000, or about 30 per cent. But how was revenue-to'be raised in future if agriculture 
.were not, promoted.? , Capital was,, required, and Government agency could obtain at at ipoderate 
interest. This was necessary for the piqjnteuaxicepfjhe large Sugar.Factories; The lafe storm ant} 
flood had largely aggravated the position. A loan could be raised in England at 31 or 4 per cent., and 
the money could be lent at 6 or 6| per.cent., da an estimate of half the.'value bflthe property. The 
Proprietors and Merchants ip St. Lucfa have now,put forward the above, prpposals,; and it is understood 
that they have been laid before Lord Ripon in despatches fro,m Sic

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Legislative ptopo'sals in Germany have been suggested, but hothing 
has been yet done to bnng those proposals irito'effect; The mere raising of the bdunty from 12s. 6d. 
to <2 per ton will not compensate:grd^ pH^'and there is^et d good

Wife ^3 $0 hri hfe^ Su# of

3s per cwt • (2) Of a progressive tax 6h the larger factories; and (3) Of an animalgrant up to 
^00000 frbm the fmperiaf Exchequer to form a fund of; ne^Ty
bounty of 2s on Raw and 2s. 6d. Refined, instead of 7>d. Raw and is. Refined, as hitherto'^ <?s 

proposed, to ^Wl^t check by the;^;oM n^^ W^antity

few. 5
normal averse quantity ; (2) Of is. per ton Sugar on the first 500 tons exceeding 2,000 tons (wnich 
are free) and Zn additional is. per ton for every one of five additional series of 500 tons up to a total 

output of d^o^^lYfien pg^f^ressive rate is raised to 2S. per ton and series, the maximum being 
40s per ton'Suaar. Beyond \he normal quantity the fabricant gets no bounty (instead of 7>d. 
hitherto), but he is not fined either, and is evidently so much better off that transgression will have no 
terrors for him, especially not for the larger one, against whose expansion the law was directed ;
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everybody Will sow liberally in order to provide against the possibility o — :,e 
through bad harvest or quality. Some modifications will probably be mtrodmol. t:,. fac 
taut 1 Tax on XXX and justify the higher bounty-e-peeiaiiv by Sh - * - 

which at 3o fcs. above 7J per cent, yield, will probably be oxer c,. 3d. pel c»

Belgium is estimated to pay considerably more, but Austria pays H. = • o •
of only 3,12:,OOO bags, and the prospect of getting nothing on any excess hasp I
to torsesexport W# 7,000,000 *© 7,500,000 bags, thus bringing the Lesage t»unty 1 w

to ?d. per nirt; on export 4^fcOHfe consumption theactual bounty caUulatfis -A h«: .
the increased cost of transport to Hamburg. The Austrian producer will now be treb,
clamouring for a higher bounty, and though everybody knows that another crop of 5,000,000 t- barr ing

Colonial failures) maybe worth little over ^3-5,000,000, whilst a crop of 4,000.000 u u a

fetch ^40,000,000 and more, yet the difficulty, as with standing armies, is to come to ar. un ci -ar. ling.
Germany has-, even under a low bounty, increased her production proportionate -1. nr : : her

countries, and the increase (and probably more), if adopted and backed up by sowings, will g.. mtc 

the pockets of the English and American consumers, in addition to the milli ns • be
for our sake all over the Sugar-growing globe, including, unfortunately, our own C 1/ until me 

countries retire from the struggle.” (In France there seems a prospect of reduced - a

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88% (C. Czarnikow, 7th February’, ns. 1U. a^ahi't : 5 . : r 
the same time, 1894.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell M C . 22nd 

January.—Weather continues wet with intervals of fine days. (Per favour of Colonial C... Ltd . 1 ith 
January.—Heavy rains, beneficial to cultivation, (Per favour of Messrs. Strut ton, Sons X* C . . zoth 
January.—Weather showery. Trinidad (per favour of Colonial Co., Ltd.), 16th January.—Sh< 
and unsettled. 28—Fine with occasional light showers. (Per favour of Messrs. Wm. F. Burna . .v C . 
Ltd.), 22nd.—Weather is still unfavourable for commencing Crop. 5th Februar - \\\ . : . • 
favourable. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), .1 5th January.—I kw y :.u:> 
generally throughout the Island. 29.—Light partial showers.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1895, 69,461 tons, 
deliveries, 61,343, against'67,960 • Stocks 67,152, against 67,076.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 7th February). Europe and cargoes 
2,029,236 tons, agairist 1,530,195.; -United States, 1x4,000, against 79,780; Cuba 
142,000. Total 2,282, 236 tons, against 1,751,975.

against 56,562 *

afloat to Europe,

129,000, against

,i . Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Cm. t lar should be - 
subsci iptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Cmcri as - •

- y

to this Office. & & I equoted to send their add-

glad to receive information X" optfion?^ 10^, '

Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications Iga^noj Part,cnlars m • v- -

adj bus noj

fi no I indj Ho rjjj^d dona
JAMES L. OHLSON, Sscrutarv



'Msirlrwlidl bnu sbrranrabad ssaib nsbmhO nsdofew 1UE 9,.B1w 3;h 4.;^ _•»

na l89ih9inu ßb bau -HÄ .
Febvuavy^ 1895.

ZUCKER-PRODUCTION. — Es ist bekannt, dass die Zucker-Industrie der Welt, sowohl 
Rübenzucker als Rohrzucker, sich augenblicklich in einer sehr ernsten Crisis befindet und es ist für alle 
Betheiligten von der grössten Wichtigkeit, die Factoren gründlich zu erkennen, welche diese Crisis 
herbeigeführt haben. Ebenso wichtig ist es, dass die verschiedenen betheiligten Regierungen verhüten, 
dass durch unrichtige Schritte die Crisis verschärft anstatt gehoben wird.

Zur Erklärung der Crisis ist eine Uebersicht der Weltproduction der letzten Jahre erforderlich, die 
Zahlen stellen sich wie folgt:

Vermehrung von 36 %.

Rübenzucker ... 
Rohrzucker

GESAMMT-PRODUCTION.
1880-81

1,630,000 I
2,200,000

1885-6 
ons 2,223,000
„ 2,140,00(

1890-1
► Tons 3,710,000 Tons
) „ 2,500,000 „

...
RÜBENZUCKER-PRODUCTION.

1891-2 1892-3 1893-4 1894-5
Deutschland 1,198,000 T. 1,225,000 T. 1,393,000 T. 1,900,000 T.
Oesterreich ... . .786,000 803,000 842,000 1,10(7,000
Frankreich 650,000 588,000 579,000 830,000
Russland 551,000 455,000 660,000 630,000

Belgien ”180,000 • 197,000 235,000 285,000
Holland und andere Länder 136,000 160,000 186,000 230,000

3,501,000 3,428,000 3,895,000 4,975,000

Rohrzucker-Production 2,784,000 2,760,000 3,046,000 2,904,000

6,285,000 T. 6,188,000 T. 6,941,000 T. 7,879,000 T

Es ersieht sich aus diesen Zahlen, dass die Riibenzucker-Production sich von 2,223,000 T. in
1885-6 auf 4,975,000 T. geschwungen hat, eine Vermehrung von 124 % wohingegen sich die Rohrzucker

Production nur von 2,140,000 T. in 1885-6 auf 2,904,000 T. in 1894-5 gesteigert hat, eine

Ferner ist ersichtlich, wie sehr die Gesammt-Production von 1894-5 gegen das Vorjahr zugenommen 
hat nämlich ungefähr 1,000,000 T. lediglich zufolge vermehrter Rübenzucker-Production. Wahrend der 
letzten fahre hat der Consum der civilisirten Welt um ungefähr 250,000 T. per Jahr zugenommen, sodass 
der Ueberschuss der 94-95er Rübenzucker-Production einer vierjährigen Gonsum-Zunahme im genannten 

Verhältniss gleichkommt.

Die Wirkung dieser grossen Versorgung war 
Preise sind die niedrigsten dieses Jahrhunderts. Die 
letzten 5 Jahre für Rübenzucker-Basis 88 % erzielt: 

Januar 1891
1892
1893
1894
1895 

naturgemäss eine Preisreduction und gegenwärtige 
folgenden Preise wurden in den Monaten Januar der

12s. 6d. per cwt.
............... 14s. 9d.

14s. 2d. „
12s. 4d. „

............... 8s. 8d. „
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Es tritt nun die Frage auf, welchen Gründen diese bedeutende und fortwährende Zunahme der 
Rübenzucker-Ernten zuzuschreiben ist; und da unterliegt es keinem Zweifel, dass der Haupt-Factor 
in 'den Ausfuhr-Prämien besteht, welche europäische Regierungen gewahren behufs Forderung ihrer 

Zucker-Industrien.
Die unmittelbare Wirkung der Ausfuhrprämien ist die grosse den Weldbedarf übersteigende 

Versorgung und dadurch ein-Preisfall, welcher die Productionskosten nicht mehr deckt. n der 1 hat. 
es steht fest, dass ohne Ausfuhrprämien und ohne Zunahme der Rübenproducnen wahrend des letzten 
Jahres den continentalen Steuerzahlern der sehr bedeutende Betrag erspart wäre, welchen «e Wr d.e 
Zucker-Industrie beitragen mussten und dass ausserdem die Zucker-Industrie selbst dabei nde Millionen 

Sterling profitirt haben würde.

In 1893-4 war die Rübenzucker-Ernte rund 4,000,000 Tons und wir nehmen an, dass der Durch- 
schnitts-Productionspreisf£10 per Tonbetragen liät. In 1894-5 hat die Ernte 5,000,000 Tons betragen, 
und es ist möglich, dass bei einer so guten Ernte die Productionskosten geringer waren, vermuthlich ist 

£9 per Ton der annähernde Preis.
Es kosten also 4,000,000 Tons ä £10 ... ... ... ... • •• ••• - ••• C4

und lösen ä £12 10s. ... ... .............................................................................

Gewinn ... ... ... ... ... ••• £10,000,000

Im folgenden Jahre kosten 5,000,000 Tons ä £9 ... ... »... ... ... ... £45/1 <•,‘«>1
und lösen ä £8 15s. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 43,750,000

Verlust ... ... ... ... ... ... £ 1,250,000

Sodass also die grössere Ernte anstatt £10,000,000 Gewinn, der Industrie einen Verlust von £1 ’
bereitete.

000t40Gt2 000cölÖ3 900007 2 000187° no-__ ■ -.
Der jährliche Zuschuss (auf Basis heutiger Prämien) vertheilt sich auf jedes Land wie folgt :

- Deutschland (12s. 6d. per Ton auf 1,850,000 Tons)... £1,156,250
Frankreich ................................................................ 2,000,000
Oesterreich ................................................................ 400.000

......................................................................................................... 1,000,000 

£4,556,250

M‘r haben die von Russland, Schweden, Dänemark und einigen wenig prmh. idem
gezahlten Ausfuhrprämien nicht berücksichtigt, doch kann man annehmen, das- das A : micn- 
System den continentalen Steuerzahlern £5,000,000 per Jahr kostet und zwar nm dem Re- ■ - 
dass die Industrie dadurch schweren Schaden erleidet.

Wir wollen nun untersuchen was geschehen wird, wenn Ausfuhrprämien genügend erhöht werden 
sollten, um eme ebenso grosse Ernte im nächsten Jahre zu erzielen.

tion d niCht Ve“niss des Marktes dazu, um einzusehen, dass eine ^9^ „rosse

wXTz Z rs-Dieser Rücksang’

sein, um es den Rüben-Prodirnt” S Weit6rer Steue«uschuss von £10,000,000 nöthig
ohne Verlust unterzubttngen. Mil^nd^n^W^rt’ e”6 ^O00’000 Tons zu Produciren und

zuzüglich der Ueberschüsse der letzten Ernte ' " /**’'Ti *"
bezw. die Regierungen, mehr als 16,000,000 Xtuhen mUSSten 'HC ZU' kcr'
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Nämlich:
Jetzige Ausfuhrprämien ... ... ... £5,000,000

! Verlust auf diesjährige Ernte ............... 1,250,000
Weiterer Marktrückgang ........................... 10,000,000

£16,250,000

Die klarste und dringendste Abhülfe ist unter gegenwärtigen Verhältnissen die gänzliche 
Abschaffung des Ausfuhrprämien-Systems. Dieses würde die Industrie in einen natürlicheren Zustand 
versetzen und eine verringerte Rüben-Aussaat im nächsten Jahre herbeiführen. Wie gesagt, eine Ernte 
von 4,000,000 Tons bringt viele Millionen mehr als eine Ernte von 5,000,000 Tons, so dass Producenten 
mit einer Ernte von 4,000,000 Tons ohne Ausfuhrprämie sich weit besser stehen, als bei abermaligen 

I 5,000,000 Tons mit Ausfuhrprämie.

Die nächste Wirkung, die sich indessen langsamer fühlbar machen würde, ist eine Consum- 
Zunahme und diese hängt allein von den Prämien zahlenden Ländern ab. Die in Europa auf Zucker 
lastenden Steuern sind so enorm, dass Zucker für die Massen ein Luxus-Artikel ist, und der Consum 
gering im Vergleich zu Grossbritannien und den Vereinigten Staaten, wo der Verbrauch bis in die 
untersten Classen geht. Folgende Zahlen weisen dieses deutlich nach :

Consum in Ibs. Steuer-Betrag
per Kopf. per Ton.

Grossbritannien • • • ... 73 keine
Vereinigte Staaten • • • ... 70 ca. £4
Frankreich ... ... 28 „ 24
Deutschland ... ... 26 „ 9
Oesterreich ... ... 17 „ 9
Belgien ... ... 20 „ 18

Es ist also in Europa sehr viel Raum für eine Consum-Zunahme und es ist klar, dass mit der 
Consum-Zunahme und der Ausfuhrprämien-Abschaffung eine wesentlich geringere Steuer die Staats- 
Einkünfte noch ungeschmälert lassen würde.

Die ausländischen Regierungen sollten daran erinnert werden, dass sie im Jahre 1888 in London 
eine Convention unterzeichneten, wodurch sie sich verpflichteten, Massregeln zu ergreifen zur Verhütung 
von offenen oder versteckten Ausfuhrprämien. Diese Convention ist niemals zur Ausführung gelangt, aber 
ras schon damals als ein grosses Uebel, der Abhülfe bedürftig, angesehen wurde, ist heute noch viel 
dringender, und ein Fortbestehen der jetzigen für alle Betheiligten ruinösen Zustände sollte verhütet werden. 
Es ist sicherlich nicht zu viel gesagt, dass die Ausführung der Convention die jetzige Crisis verhindert haben 
würde und dass die Empfänger der Ausfuhrprämien besser daran gewesen wären, als unter dem gegen

wärtigen System grosser Ausfuhrprämien.
Zum Schluss stellen wir die Behauptung auf, dass eine verminderte Steuer den Consum vermehren 

rurde, während die Abschaffung der Ausfuhrprämien die Ueberproduction vermindern wurde und die 
Wirkung beider Massregeln — um so grösser, wenn sie gleichzeitig genommen werden wur e en 

Zuckerhandel auf eine natürliche, also eine gesunde Basis bringen.
So lange Ausfuhr-Prämien die Production stimuliren und Steuern den Consum reduciren, werden 

Marktwerthe grossen Schwankungen unterworfen bleiben und Crisen wiederkehren 
ringerter Credit werden die Folge sein und die Rübenzucker-Industrie in emer W tse bena hthall gen 

für welche gegenwärtige Ausfuhr-Prämien kein Equivalent bieten und welche höhere Prämien

schärfen könnten.



CIRCULAR No. 115.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET. LONDON, E.C.,

iith March, 1895.

THE SUGAR QUESTION—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (20th February) has 
forwarded copies of the paper on Sugar Production to Her Majesty’s Representatives in Paris, Berlin, 
Vienna, Washington, and Brussels, with instructions to communicate them unofficially to the 
Governments of those countries. The Foreign Office have more recently asked for additional copies 
in French, which have been duly supplied. The paper has attractedgeneral attention on the Continent, 
several thousand copies in French and German respectively having been distributed in influential 
quarters. The matter has also been taken up by the Foreign Press, and it is hoped that there will be 
a disposition, instead of entering upon a further ruinous war of bounties, to agree to a Conference either 
in London or Brussels, upon the basis of the Convention of 1888, or with such modifications of the 
same as would be generally acceptable, for the abolition of bounties and the reduction of infernal duties 
on consumption. English Sugar papers have supported this proposal ; the Produce Markets Review, 
for instance, advocates an International arrangement to reduce bounties, expresses its warm approval of 
the West India Committee paper and further says—“ Continental critics will doubtless reply that the 
Committee represent interested parties, and this is of Course obvious. The question, however, is 
whether or not their statements and arguments are true or correct, and of that there can be no doubt 
whatever. As a matter of fact, precisely the same views are entertained by all well-informed members 
of the German Sugar trade itself.” One striking feature of the present position is the critical state of 
the Austrian Sugar industry, as exemplified by the published difficulties of important Sugar Factories. 
Besides announcing the failure of the Dollsplasser Sugar Manufactory, the newspaper telegrams 
(28th Feb.) say the Sugar industry in Austria has suffered from various adverse influences (obviously 
over-production and competition with Germany), and lately a number of prominent industrial Sugar 
enterprises have been unable to fulfil their engagements. In this state of things the Austrian 
Government has been applied to for further assistance as regards duty, taxes, and export bonuses, and 
it might appear that the time has surely come for Austria to agree to a resumption of the negotiations 
of 1887-8, in which she expressed her readiness to abolish bounties, a policy which, if it had been 
carried out, would have prevented the present crisis and certainly saved the Austrian Sugar industry 
from the painful and ruinous circumstances in which it is now placed. The West India Committee are 
now anxiously considering what is the proper action to be taken here. The resumption of the 
Convention proceedings of 1888 is of course the obvious and perhaps the only practicable policy. But 
how far it would be wise in the interests of the West India Colonies to embark upon a public agitation 
in this country, such as was carried on some years ago, is a matter for very serious consideration, and 
can only be dealt with after hearing all views. With regard to France, a Reuter’s telegram (March 6th) 
states—-“ The Government has agreed in principle upon the measures which it will propose to 
Parliament for the settlement of the Sugar question. If the German Parliament enacts an increase in 
the German bounties on Sugar exports, the French Government will submit to Parliament a Bill making 
a corresponding increase in the French surtax on foreign Sugars imported into France, so as to protect 
the French market from German competition. It will, further, if necessary, propose an export premium 
on French Sugars intended for export in order to enable them to compete with German sugar, even in 
foreign markets.”

SUGAR QUESTION IN UNITED STATES.—The Foreign Office has forwarded to the 
Committee, copy of proceedings in the House of Representatives on the demand of Germany for the 
abolition of the discriminating duty of one tenth of a cent per pound on Sugar imported under an 
export bounty. The discussion raises the whole question of the bearing of the Favoured Nation clause 
in the Treaty between the United States and Prussia, of May, 1828. These papers were referred, by 
the Chairman, to Mr. Wallwyn Poyer B. Shepheard, M.A., of Lincoln’s Inn. Mr. Shepheard has been 
good enough to forward an opinion (which will be sent, with his permission, to the Foreign Office), but 
which cannot now be printed in full for want of space. Mr. Shepheard particularly deals with the bearing 
of this question upon the Sugar of non-bounty giving countries imported into the States, and says : “ But 
if Germany grants an export bounty, and the United States admit the bounty-aided produce without 
neutralization by discriminating duty, then all other countries possessing such a Treaty engagement 
with the United States are forced either to give export bounties, or suffer the very mischief which the 
most-favoured-nation clause, by excluding differential treatment, was intended to prevent. Such export 
bounty by Germany absolutely diminishes the value, and is capable of neutralizing the whole value of 
the most-favoured-nation article in every treaty entered into by the United States. ... I think, 
therefore, that it would be most proper, in the interests of Great Britain, that H. M. Government should
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before Congress adjourned.)
DELIVERY OF RUM OBSCURATIONS.-The following correspondence re; -■ 

“ Customs to West India Committee, 8th February, 1895 :

“ “-Iam directed by the Board of Customs to acquaint you. in < *•

'LX c:'-

in a mark—the usual written request being made—being similarly tested 1 .
in each instance is to be made by the importer or his representative. AH ca ..
for clearance for home consumption, or which would, under existing regulation-. . u|W ■ •
obscuration definitely ascertained will, however, still require to be tested for that , . 1 .
Rum separately sampled and tested at import as above described would not, of curse.

month >, to a
•ndition that a

, entered 
have the

re-tested. “ {Signed) K. T. Prowse.

“ W. I. C. to Customs, 28th February,

“ The Secretary, x
“Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Prowse’s letter of the Mb .nst., 

informing us that the Board of Customs have no objection, as an experimental measure St t hree 
months, to a test of obscuration at import of samples from selected casks of Rum m a m.tin. on 
condition that a proper application be made by the importer in each instance, in accoi uance wh the 
Standing Regulations. I am to thank the Board for consenting to the above arranueniea’. ai.G - • 
facilitating the delivery of obscurations for the purposes of the importers and the t’ <i 1 .
landing as possible. We duly note that all casks of Rum, entered, for clearance for home < < - a: ip:■ 1. 
or which would, under existing regulations, require to have the obscuration definite?, ax c ■ taint 1 w.... 
however, still require to be tested for that purpose.

{Signed.) N. Lubbock, Chatman.

LEEWARD ISLANDS.—A meeting of proprietors and merchants was held in BiXkr 
on February 25th, 1895, to consider certain points to be brought before Sir Francis Ficmim;. K C M C, , 
the newly appointed Governor of the Leeward Islands. Mr. Arthur Lee, in the ehair, r- . Cut
present depressed condition of the colony, and to the absolute necessity of reducing expendit : the 
lowest possible limits consistent with proper administration. He pointed out that m recent ’.cars 
expenditure had been constantly increasing, without passing any opini<>n u h
Relief to the planting interest by all possible means was absolutely necessary t< > cnab? / • .
Sugar industry was the sole support of Antigua, St. Kitts, Nevis, and almost entire^ - M .• x rrat. 
Ihe lightening of the burdens of the planters had been recognised as necessary by tl is of a
^nt ordinance in St. Kitts, under which the Land Tax, the Parochial Tax an

cit tllC CTodlt of tho TmTT * t"* T7* 1 year. To meet this. the amount standing
at the credit of the Immigration Fund, about £ 11,000 without taking into account ink-n >. ? h h <d 
been actually received, had been voted to the General Revenue: but since then th? ? , ?? '

for Csne'cifiCourn??"15,1 th® ?PProPiatl°" of this special fund, which had been raist d ft Ivw

attention to the fact that in the passinXof theXclXT'HT—ff0^ slnular 'ehet. 1 h< Cl: .ir:n.l: dtew 
coming from the United States^had Ln r lrnport duties on food and ,.th. i sunph. >
duties had in other BritishUWest IndSVX^i, Slnce.the
Mr. Lee pointed out that the metLd^^^ ' S"^" ' —.taomi,
by the substitution of large factories eauinnfd XithXh IsJands.we, ' ■
output of Antigua alone would be increasedhi Xfc aho t h K "”Vr"vvd "whin. rv. the >-.u.u
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planting interests of Barbados, Demerara, and elsewhere ; and as private capital could not be 
reckoned upon to provide what was necessary, owing to a variety of causes, it was -the duty of the 
Government to supply, if possible, the necessary funds of guarantee. Otherwise, in the near future the 
sugar industry would perish, and the inhabitants, unless they'deserted the Islands', wotild jbe driven-to 
live (or starve) from hand to mouth. His Excellency’s, predecessor, Sir W. Haynes Smith, had already 
recognised the necessity of special legislation and State aid. Attention was specially 1 directed to the 
fact tnat, under the large factory system, great encouragement would'necessarily be given4o peasant 
cane-growers ; and that this system, if developed, would go far to solve some of the most' difficult labour 
problems in the British West Indies, and.also largely increase sugar production'. Mri Lee pointed to 
recent legislation in Queensland as a. precedent to Government aid to stigar planters. By way. of 
summary, he insisted that the three most pressing matters which His Excellency \vohld have to consider 
were curtailment of expenditure, relief of planters, and' the establishment of large . factories by 
Government aid. Captain Berkeley pointed out that in the establishment of factories, the interest of 
the whole planting community would have to be considered, especially that of planters'lying outside of 
factory areas. Dr. Freeland forcibly pointed out that large factories must be provided, that they would 
be an enormous benefit to the colony, and that the funds necessary must be obtained, or guaranteed 
from the only possible source, if the Islands were to be saved from imminent bankruptcy.

(It was proposed that the above Minute should be made the basis of a formal representation to 
Sir Francis Fleming.)

BRITISH GUIANA.—In reference to the Committee’s letter to Lord Ripon, of December 3rd, 
1894, Mr. Wingfield writes :—“28th February, 1895, Sir—I am directed by the Marquess of Ripon 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd of December, written on behalf of the British 
Guiana proprietors, in which you urge that the period of the redistribution of the cost of immigration 
between the Colonial Government and the planters, proposed by the Combined Court of British Guiana, 
and sanctioned by his Lordship, should be extended from thrde to five years. (2.) Lord Ripon 
desires me to say that he has given his careful consideration to your representations, but that he is 
unwilling to commit the Colony to this additional expenditure for a longer period than three years. 
If, however, at the end of that time similar reasons for this particular form of relief should be found to 
exist, and the Colonial Government and the Combined Court should recommend its continuance, 
his Lordship does not think it likely that Her Majesty’s Government would withhold its consent. 
(3). I am to add that his Lordship has, at your request, deferred his reply to your letter in view of the 
contingency of his receiving a communication on the subject to which it relates from the Governor, 
but that no such communication has been received.” Another letter from the Colonial Office, dated 
9th February, enclosing copies of official papers from the Government of British Guiana, was received. 
Its tenour will be gathered from the following reply :—“ 27th February. My Lord Marquess,—I have 
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir R. H. Meade’s letter of the 9th instant, written by your 
Lordship’s direction, enclosing copy of official papers from the Government of British Guiana, relative 
to the Sugar industry of the colony, with special reference to the letter of the West India Committee 
to your Lordship of the 6th of October last. (2.) I am, in reply, to thank your Lordship for the 
copy of His Excellency’s despatch, of the 9th January, 1895, admitting that the Acreage lax is 
considered as part of the planters’ contribution to the cost of immigration. We have always 
held this view, which was our ground for objecting, as we have so frequently done, to any 
portion of the proceeds of that tax being diverted to purposes of general revenue. It is 
with great satisfaction, therefore, we notice that the item, as connected with general revenue, 
will disappear from the next Tax Ordinance. (3.) With regard to. the question of reducing 
the rate of interest on Planters’ Promissory Notes for Immigration Fees, we notice that it is under 
the consideration of the Consolidated Immigration Loan Commissioners. We can only repeat the 
suggestion made in paragraph ten of our letter of the 6th October last, that the interest on promissory 
notes should be reduced from five to four cent. The reasons for such an alteration were given 
in our letter above mentioned. We shall, however, be glad to be informed, if youi Lofdship 
would be pleased to favour us with the information, of the tenour of the communication 
which His Excellency proposed to make to you on this subject. (4.) With regard to the Minute by 
the Immigration Agent-General on the number of days’work lost to the planters, we are glad to 
notice that the subject is recognised as deserving the attention of the Colonial Government. We 
respectfully demur, however, to the statement that this loss of labour is, to a great extent, due to a 
want of proper supervision on the part of the estates authorities. We have been acquainted with the 
various Circulars issued by the Immigration Agent-General, and we notice, that the provisions for 
recording lost time under the Ordinance No. 4, of 1876, were so far inoperative that they were 
omitted in the Ordinance of 1891. We much regret that this was so, and we do not understand why 
the provisions of the law of 1876 were not found workable. But we do not think that the working of 
Ordinance No. 4, of 1876, or the Reports of the Sub-Immigration Agents in 1880, have any bearing 
upon the present position of affairs. We venture to say the planters, subject to the onerous expenses 
of the immigration system, have done their best on their own account, and on that of the coolies, to 
obtain regular work from their labourers, and to pay them the wages to which they would be entitled.
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forXZZving reasons :-(i.) Such a proceeding h^b^lfe of 1
to an estate for its officials to attend the Magistrates Courts. (2.) Where tne onence is 

subject to imprisonment, upon non-payment of fine, there is a neural
immigrant to such an extent. But (3) the principal reason is to be found in the fact that Aag st at 
in some districts are averse to enforcing the law, under the mistaken idea, as gander ^ clearly 
shows, that they are thereby favouring the coolie. And it must be obvious that unless the_Magistrates 
give their support where it might be legitimately Expected, in the proper administration oi 1h^bour 
law, it becomes almost impossible for a manager to secure the necessary amount of work from his 
labourers, and his influence and supervision must be largely impaired.

(Signed} N. Lubbock, Chairman.
BRITISH GUIANA.—The question of Government advances on crops has been carried so 

far as the consent of the Government to a scheme, the details of which are generally known. But as 
the security required covers not only the crop but the estate itself, it remains to be seen how 
far such a scheme will be workable. The Planter’s Association are communicating with the 
Government on the proposed amendments of the Patent Laws. The Association have issued a 
circular on the rind fungus, urging prompt measures in accordance with the advice of Mr. I hiselton 
Dyer, recommending burning and leaving no heaps of trash or rubbish of any kind in the fields. 
The two Inspectors of police and six men who were removed from the British Guiana outpost at 
Uruan and taken over to Venezuela returned to the colony on Feb. 14th, having been sent on from 
Bolivar to Trinidad by the Venezuelan authorities. It is hoped that this action will tend to bring 
about a settlement of the Boundary question.

TRINIDAD.—The measures for relief of the Sugar Industry referred to in last Circular have, 
it is understood, in the main been approved by the Secretary of State. The mail has brought no 
advices regarding any further proposed measures, and it seems difficult for the West India 
Committee to move without such grounds as would be afforded by a combined representation by 
their friends in the Colony, or by some formal action in Council on behalf of the productive interests 
of the Colony. Sugar making is in full progress (Feb. 20th) and the yield, at first most unsatisfactory, 
has greatly improved. Cocoa supplies good and quality improved. Cocoa prices maintained, owing 
to keen competition.

BEET PROSPECTS.—In France the weather has delayed preparations for sowing, which 
will (Journal .des Fabricants'} show a diminution in Europe, except, perhaps, in Germany, which does 
not see the danger to the general Sugar industry of keeping its own industry up to the present level by 
increasing export bounties. (With regard to continental countries generally, there is no information as 
to probable sowings.)

British Guiana, 

Trinidad

1895
1894
1885
1894

SUGAR IN UNITED

SHIPMENTS
Sugar. 
Tons.
12,770 

... 15,423 
312 
942

TO 20TH 
Rum. 
Puns.
4,279 
6,461 

1

FEBRUARY.
Coffee. 

lbs.

1,120
960

_; — -------- —— KINGDOM.—Landings for 1895,
Deliveries, 114,449 tons, against 129,559 5 Stocks 56,967, against 78,36

Cocoa. 
lbs.
31,613

4,088,210 
3,648,850

Asphalte.
Tons.

9,651
13,092

Gold. 
ozs.

8,484 
4,338

112,382 tons, against 129,437 "
• , O 7WJ7 ,--— J-,--/,

2 122 ^t™^ Czarnikow, 7th March). Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe
lor nrn7 TW 1 against, I>549,°26 ; United States, 130,000, against 106,266 ; Cuba, 189,000, against 
191,000. Total 2,451,767 tons, against 1,846,592. o, against
for the^S^ °F BEET-88 * <C 7* March) 9s. 3d. against t3s. xjd.

March —(per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Col 
Messrs W F^^/l7 showers but more would be acceptable. Trinidad (per favouZ^

Mail reports continued dry weather,) ‘ messaSe- (There are no Antigua telegrams, but

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 116.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

3th April, 1895.

SUGAR QUESTION.—The following letter to Lord Kimberley is still awaiting reply :— 
“ 29th March, 1895. My Lord,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir E. Grey’s letter of 
the 28th February last, enclosing, for the confidential information of the West India Committee, copy 
of a despatch addressed by Her Majesty’s Commercial Attache for Western Europe to Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Paris on proposed Sugar Legislation in France. I have to thank your Lordship for the 
copy of the despatch, which generally confirms the view we have always held, that any legislation in 
Germany with the view of raising the bounty, or otherwise increasing the State aid to the Sugar 
industry, would be met by retaliatory action on the part of France. As the crisis now affects 
every Sugar industry of the world, including that of the British Colonies, may we hope that your 
Lordship would be pleased to express the interest felt by Her Majesty’s Government on the question of 
the general abolition of bounties, and also to cause Foreign Governments to understand that if there 
should be a desire to effect an International arrangement, Her Majesty’s Government would be 
prepared to give any encouragement or facilities within their power.

(Signed) N. Lubbock.”

There is as yet nothing definite known as to the legislative intentions of France and Germany 
to increase bounties, but the matter seems to be growing ripe for further pressure on our own 
Government to bring about an International arrangement. Sugar is not the only article of British 
production threatened by bounties. The enormous British and Irish interests connected with Butter 
and Cheese have been attacked, as the following proceedings in the House of Commons on 29th March 
will show. Mr. Wingfield-Digby asked the President of the Board of Agriculture whether, in view of 
the unequal competition to which the British and Irish farmers were subject through the importation 
of large quantities of bounty-assisted Cheese and Butter, he would induce the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to consider the propriety of neutralizing these bounty systems by imposing import duties 
on such goods, equivalent to the amount of the bounty. Mr. Gardner said, in reply, that this would be 
to embark upon a policy of retaliatory tariffs, and further said that he thought it was “ generally 
understood,” that a duty designed to countervail bounties was in the nature of a protective duty. It 
is impossible to see by what process of reasoning Mr. Gardner should come to this conclusion. That 
the British Government can deal with foreign bounty imports is quite clear. In West India Committee 
Circular, No. 108, the following statement of the effect of the Treaties with Belgium and Germany by 
Sir E. Grey, the Foreign Under-Secretary, was quoted : “ The general effect of the stipulations is— 
(1) They do not prevent differential treatment by the United Kingdom in favour of British Colonies. 
(2) They do prevent differential treatment by British Colonies in favour of the United Kingdom. 
(3) They do not prevent differential treatment by British Colonies in favour of each other. The first 
of these conclusions is apposite. France has always acted upon it in favour of her Colonies. Great 
Britain can do the same. France shuts out Foreign Sugar, not merely by countervailing but by 
protective duties. As there are no Sugar duties in England it is impossible to favour the Colonies by 
receiving their Sugar at reduced rates. The only alternatives, therefore, are either a countervailing
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duty on Foreign Bounty Sugar, or else a direct payment, to equalize conditions, to Colonial Sugaon 
in^ta^ i.Q United .Kingdom. Either of these plans, according to S.r E‘
oXtions. France, according to Sir J. Crowe, spends annually /a,500,000 on bounties-or,about 

/2o°,000,000 during the last ten years. The following are the French ^German 
duties (Board of Trade Journal France,-Moist Sugar, the estimated yield thereof at the Refinery 

being 98 per cent, or less: Of P
Copies, 60 frs. per too Kilos Sugar. Of European

origin 01 importedftsnj'EtxcopeaniHntltepMs,,plusher soffiKilns; net, 7 frs. is is a surtax o -s
per cwt. on European Sugar. Moist Sugar, of estimated yield of more than 98 per cent 72 frs. per 
too Kik, or /19s. 3d. per cwt. Refined 68 frs. per too Kilos, or £1 7s. 8d. per cwt. In Germany 
the import duties are—for Sugar, all kinds, 36 Mks. per too Kilos, or 18s. 4d. per cwt. : the same on 

Syrup or Molasses.
Io 3 TO 1GI9991 Sill 92D9iWOn>10i» Oj lUOflOfl "J/lJ 9 /CH 1 »O! ' 1

. SUGA£ QUESTION IN UNITED, STATES —In,continuatiob of paragraph in laA Circular 
under this heading, the Foreign Office (Sir E. Grey) writes, 16th March, gfapMft ( • • - f and

enclosed papers, and stating that “Lord Kimberley is not of opinion that it would be proper 
Hen Majesty’s Government to take any action in the direction suggested." The action -ted 
was that the British Government should invite the Government of the United St Tur the
injurious operation ,pf the Cpntipen.tai system of epepo^t, bounties-on the trade of all other countries 

with the United States, entitled to the most favoured nation treatment.

THE SUGAR QUESTION IN WEST INDIES.—The Hon. Thos. D. F . ..... is
particular? of. a Pubfy^ Meeting held in St. John’s, Antigua, and asking the support of the Wc>t India 
Committee to Resolutions passed at such Meeting, viz. : (i) expressing concern at proposed increase 
of bounties (2) urging Governor to appeal to Secretary of State on the ground that the time had 
arrived when British Government should either insist on abolition of bounty system, or impose 
countervailing duties ; (3) inviting co-operation of other West Indian Colonies for united action ; 
(A urging West India Committee to wait on Secretary of State. The above communication has been 
carefully considered/and the Committee are awaiting the views of the Colonies as a wh-lu to support 
an}* ketioh with the 'Imperial Government.

BARBADOS—Mr. Bovell, the Superintendent of the Botanical Station, has made a report, in 
which he says that the root disease is due in a great measure to the spores of the rind fungus being 
Worked into the soil, and also to plants Containing the fungus being used for replanting. Hardv 
varietzies of cane are recommended, and planters should n<5t Take plants from diseased danes. This, no 
doubt, is an obvious recommendation, but it hardly seems to meet the real exigencies of the case The 
Executive Committee of the Island has reported strongly in favour of an experimental uemr.d fact vv 
(or more) being established. Tobacco cultivation has also been suggested.
31 . zjui) t>/ijD ’jOTC[ e to rii J j < irHi ” f 1

BRITISH GUIANA—Mail news reports nice showers beneficial to cultivation. Sir E. M. Shaw 
late chief of the London Fire Brigade, has expressed himself favourably in regard to the b>cal Fire 
Brigade after personal inspection. The manager of the Barima Development Syndicate is said to ren< >rt 
favourably of gold -finding on the Syndicate’s claims. The Agricultural Committee have a weed upon 
the desirability of establishing a pioneer central factory at La Penitence turning out Soo ton. of Suear 
ihdXt Th R ’ been passed by the Combined Court in favour of p^mo^ing minor

been annointed “a reP°rt ‘° Governor. A Commission has also
been appointed to consider the settlement of coolie immigrants in the Colony in lieu of back ,.a-a e
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TRINIDAD. The Colonial Government have required 2,000 coolies this season. The following 
letter, 25th March, 1895, is still awaiting reply “ To Lord Ripon. My Lord Marquess,—We have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that we have received from our correspondents in Trinidad information 
regarding an application to the Government of that Colony for certain measures of relief to the Sugar 
industry during the continuance of the present serious condition of that industry. These'measures 
included a readjustment of the cost of immigration on the basis of two-thirds being payable by the 
general revenue and one-third by the planters, the abolition of the immigration tax on Sugar, and also 
the removal of the land tax. May we respectfully venture to inquire whether your Lordship has 
received any despatches containing the views of the Trinidad Government upon the above matters, and 
as your Lordship may not have arrived at any final decision with regard to them, we humbly trust that 
your Lordship would be pleased to receive a statement in support of such proposals as above-mentioned 
from the Trinidad proprietors in England and Scotland, either by deputation or otherwise.

{Signed} N. Lubbock, Chairman."

Mail news reports the resignation of Dr. de Verteuil as Councillor. Mr. Eugene Cipriani was 
nominated in his place. Mr. Bell-Smyth was re-appointed Member.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—In France rains have retarded the work in the fields. No precise 
estimate of probable sowings yet available. In the other countries the field work has been likewise 
delayed. No report as to sowings, but opinions are put forward suggesting a small diminution, say 
five per cent. At present this of course is mere guess work. Any German legislation can hardly affect 
coming crop, even if a Bill continuing present bounties, or perhaps slightly raising them, be passed. 
The insurrection in Cuba may affect Sugar output. Mr. Czarnikow reports that probably 15,000 tons 
have already been destroyed. The Java crop reports continue favourable. “

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(C. Czarnikow, 4th April, 1895). Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe, 
2,113,977 tons, against 1,405,810^1894; United States, 147,000, against 232,090 ; Cuba, 305,000, 
against 253,000. Total 2,565,977 tons, against 1,890,900.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1895 (13 weeks), 152,160 tons, against 
183,300 ; Deliveries, 164,963 tons, against 190,109 ; Stocks 46,318, against 69,230.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (C. Czarnikow, 4th April) 9s. 3fd. against 12s. 6d.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—No copies of Demerara telegrams have been received since 
last circular. Trinidad, 19th and 27th March (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ltd.) 
Weather favourable. 27th (Per favour of the Colonial Company) Weather fine for harvesting. 
Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 12th and 26th March Good reaping weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.__In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments m Sugar 

machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary



CIRCULAR No. 117.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

6th May, 1895.
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SUGAR QUESTION.—In regard to the letter to Lord Kimberley printed in last Circular, 
an acknowledgment of the same has been received (April 22nd), with the intimation that the matter is 
receiving the careful attention of Her Majesty’s Government. Now that formal expressions of the 
opinion of the various Colonies are being fdrwarded to the Imperial Government, on the subject of 
Continental bounties and their possible increase, it is proposed to arrange a deputation to 
Lord Kimberley, or to Lord Ripon, or to both Ministers, as may be decided upon, in support of 
the Resolutions, copies of which have been received from the Colonies or observed in the Colonial 
newspapers.

THE SUGAR QUESTION IN WEST INDIES.—The Resolutions passed at the'meeting in 
St. John’s, Antigua, forwarded by the Hon. Thos. D. Foote, were printed in last Circular. In those 
Resolutions the co-operation of the West India Colonies generally was desired. An influential and 
interesting meeting was held at Basseterre, St. Christopher, on March 28th. Some of the speakers 
-eemed to think that any endeavour to neutralize bounties was “ protection,” it being really in the truest 
interests of free trade to do away with bounties, by any legitimate means, either by expostulation with 
Foreign Governments, or by placing a duty, equivalent to the bounty, on Sugar imported into the 
United Kingdom, enjoying substantial money assistance from the Government (or the taxpayers) of 
the country where it is produced. It is not necessary to print here the St. Kitt’s Resolutions. They 
protest against any proposed increase of bounties, and strongly urge that the British Government 
should take action on behalf of British Colonial interests now suffering so much injury and practically 
threatened with extinction. The effect of the present state of things on the industrial population of 
the Colonies is very strongly brought out. The important Colony of British Guiana has taken the 
matter up. The Planters’ Association, through the Colonial Government, have sent to Lord Ripon 
(28th March) the following Resolutions :—il That this Association views with the greatest concern the 
proposed increase of Sugar bounties by the; Governments of European countries, as such increased 
bounties, if granted, must tend to the extinction of the staple industry of this Colony. Ihat this 
Association respectfully urges upon the. Secretary of State for the Colonies, the great unfairness of the 
competition created by the system of bounties,., and would ask that the British Government take such 
steps as may be necessary to protest against any increase of Sugar bounties by foreign countries, or to 
pass such legislation as would enable Sugar from this Colony to compete on fail tei ms in Bi itisn markets 
with Sugar imported from countries giving ^export bounties.. That His Excellency the,Governor be 
requested to forward this Resolution to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies.”

BRITISH GUIANA. The question of Government advances against crop was considered at 
a meeting in Georgetown on 28th March. The. opinions expressed were rather divergent, and the 
Government conditions were felt to be unduly onerous. But a Resolution in favour of the scheme was 
unanimously passed. From letters received, however, it does.not appear that opinion in the Colony is 
in favour of the scheme as, under present Government conditions, it is-considered difficult to work.
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BRITISH GUIANA. RAILWAY EXTENSIONS.—The proprietors in London, Liverpool 
aiS 61a§ow kgreed tcxa Resolution passed at a meeting held on 10th April, as follows That the 
Secretary of State be respectfully requested—in consideration of the present critical condition of British 
Guiana, and the undesirability of the Colonial Government involving the Colony in any additional 
expenditure—to secure the postponement for at least one or two years of the carrying out of the 
proposed extension of the railway ^stem.” The Secretary of State, in reply, refers to the Resolution 
of the Combined Court of 28th February, and says:—“The negotiations on the subject with the 
Demerara Railway Company are not yet'concluded, so that it is impossible for Lord Ripon to say at 
present when the railway extensions are likely to be proceeded with.” (It is understood that the 

railway extensions—or the more important of them—are not likely to be proceeded with at present, 
although some letters from the Colony suggest that the present is a good time for proceeding with the 
West Coast Railway. On the other hand it is urged that this might raise the price of labour, 

especially considering the reduced immigration).

TRINIDAD.—Lord Ripon sanctions (letter to W. I. C., 5th April) the reduction by two- 
thirds during the present year of the export taxes,on Sugar, Molasses and Rum. In his Lordship s 
opinion, the circumstances of Trinidad cannot be fairly compared with those of British Guiana, which 
Colopy is dependent upon the one industry of Sugar to a much larger extent, and where the failure of 
any considerable number of Sugar Estates might seriously cripple the resources of the general 
community.” The relief to the Trinidad Sugar Industry is of course quite inappreciable. The decision 
is based upon an extraordinary despatch sent by the Governor, Sir Napier Broome. A Select 
Committee.of the Legislative Council.had been appointed, to consider the depression of the Agricultural 
Industries of the Island. They proposed some substantial relief measures. The minority report of 
Mr. C. Mitchell carries no weight. The immigration system has always been considered as promoting 
the general agricultural interests, and especially the interests of the industrial population of the Island. 
But the Governor thinks that any relief to agriculture, by which the whole Colony is benefitted, is in 
the nature of the Continental bounties granted to Beet Sugar. The Governor can only 
suggest that Sugar Estates should go out of cultivation. As for the reduction of immigration 
expenses being of the nature of a Continental bounty, to put forward such a suggestion is to show 
an entire ignorance of the question. There is,, of course, no parallel between the two cases. 
The matter will not be allowed to rest upon the ground the . Governor puts it. He was 
appointed to introduce reforms and to reduce public expenditure. He has done nothing to 
tnese ends. The waste of money, the duplication of offices, the whole system of administration, 
urgently demand reform ; but, meanwhile, there seems a disposition on the part of the Colonial 
Goxemment to cripple the principal industry of the Colony. The whole matter must be placed before 
Lord Ripon, for in the Secretary of State seems the only hope of a Government policy suitable to the 

present condition of the Colony.

ST. LUCIA.—A public meeting was held at Castries on the 16th January last, on the loss of 

crops caused by the hurricane, and a deputation waited on the Governor to propose that the 
Government should sanction the raising of a loan of ^50,000 to ^60,000, to be lent out to planters at 
as low a rate of interest as would be consistent with repayment, by means of a sinking fund, at the end 

3° years. Lord Ripon, however, has not approved of the scheme.

British Guiana

Do.
Trinidad

Do.

SHIPMENTS TO 17th APRIL.
Sugar. Rum, Coffee, Cocoa, Asphalt,
Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons.

••• 1895—18,104 ... 6,409 ... — ... 45,800 ... —
... 1894—20,821 ... 7,378 ... — ... none ... _
... 1895 16,800 ... 648 ... 13,120 ... 11,076,570 ... 18,451

1894 18,190 ... 4 2,160 ... 7,598,290 ... 31,579

Gold, 
Ozs.

25>O58
23,408
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SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Mr. Licht (27th April) says the estimate of the total decrease of 5 per 
cent, in Beet growing in Germany, as against preceding year, is variously considered too low, 10 and 
15 per cent, being mentioned. A 10 per cent, decrease would mean, with last year’s yield, a German 
crop of 1,650,000 tons, or 200,000 tons less than 1894-5. Taking a five years’ average of yield, the 
crop would be 1,475,000. Weather in April was too cold in Germany. In France the weather has 
favoured the field work, and sowing is rapidly proceeding. Generally speaking, the Beet culture in 
Europe is estimated, as against last year’s area, at a reduction of between 5 and 10 per cent.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 27th April). Europe 1,953,451 against 1,150,075 ; United 
States, 196,000 against 257,725 ; Cuba, 350,520 against 309,880 ; Floating to North America, 30,171 
against 33,445. Total 2,530,142 tons against 1,751,125. (Czarnikow, 2nd May). Total Visible 
Supplies, 2,507,852 against 1,751,781.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings for 1895 (17 weeks), 236,104 tons, against 
236,807 ; Deliveries, 218,793 tons, against 249,667 ; Stocks 77,154, against 65,598.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (C. Czarnikow, 2nd May) 9s. 7^d. against ns. 8Jd.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—British Guiana, 1st May (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell 
and Co.)—Weather very dry and rain much wanted. Trinidad, 23rd April (per favour of The 
Colonial Company, Ltd.)—Weather fine for harvesting. (Per favour of Messrs. Wm. F. Burnley 
and Co., Ltd.)—Weather favourable. 29th—Weather favourable. 3rd May (per favour of 
Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co.)—Weather favourable, crop progressing satisfactorily. Barbados. (Per 
favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller)—9th and 22nd April. Good reaping weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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SUGAR BOUNUES. The most; important proceedings have recently taken place in 

Germany. A temporary Bill has been passed by the Reichstag continuing the present export 
premiums, and at the same time international negotiations have been opened between Germany and 
Austria for a mutual reduction or abolition of export premiums. The German Bill contains a provision 
empowering the Federal Council to lower or abolish those premiums in case other nations did the same. 
1 he Foreign Office have forwarded to the.W, I. Committee the following documents. (1) A despatch, 
18th May, from Sir E. Malet to the Earl of Kimberley enclosing copies of the German Bill by which 
the existing bounties on exportation, which, according to the present law would have beep^ reduced on 
the 1st August next, are to be continued tp 31st July, 1897. This Bill is only a temporary measure, as 
the Government intend, in the next Session of the Reichstag to introduce a measure remodelling the 
whole Law relating to the taxation of Sugar and providing for an increase in the bounties on exportation. 
(2) Copy of the Bill as follows :—“ In the place of the 1st and 2nd clauses of Section 68 .of the Law 
relating to the taxation of Sugar of 31st May, 1891, it is enacted as follows : for the duration of a 
transitional period up to 31st July, 1897, bounties shall be granted out of the receipts from the Sugar 
Tax, for Sugar of the qualities enumerated in Section 67, Clause 1, under A. B. and C., when 
exported beyond the frontier or deposited in a public bonded warehouse or in a private warehouse 
under official seal, in quantities not less than 500 kilos, (^--tbn),these bounties shall amount 
to—in Class A., M. L25 ; Class B., M. 2-00 7 Class C.,r6s per 100 kilos. (3) The Expose des Motifs 
attached to the Bill is as follows :—“ According to' Law 68J 31st May, 1891, the bounties up to 31st 
July, 1895 were fixed in Class A. Raw Sugar, containing at least 90 per cent., and refined Sugar 
containing from 90 per cent, to 98 per cent, of pure Sugar, M. 1-25. In Class B., best refined 
and crystallized Sugar, M. 2*00. In Class C., other varieties of Sugar, containing at least 98 per cent, 
of pure Sugar M. 1*65 per 100 kilos. The bounties were to be reduced from 1st August, 
1895 to, in Class A., M. i-oo, in Class B., M. 1*75. in Class C.’, M. 1-46 per Too kilos., and after 31st July, 
1897, they were to cease altogether. At the end of July next, therefore the bounties would be 
reduced by 1 8 to 1 5 Of their present amount, and this would hit the German Sugar industry at a 
monient when, in consequence of the unfavourable condition of the market, it is struggling against an 
undeniable depressions The price of Sugar has fallen in recent years up to the beginning of the present 
year, and is now so depressed that, even with low prices of Beetroot, the dost of production cannot be 
covered. Nor is there any prospect in the immediate future of an adequate rise in prices. As 
the cultivation of cereals has become from year to year less remunerative, agriculturists have 
bden forced into growing Beetroot, and consequently the production of Beet Sugar has 
increased to such an extent that home consumption cannot keep' pace with it. The foreign 
market also affords no adequate vent for this excess of production, especially as the Sugar Industry of 
the tompetirig States, some of which grant very high bounties, can more easily support the depression 
of the price of Sugar in the general market than the German Sugar Industry can. In addition to this, 
the United States who, until lately were, next to Great Britain, the-principal buyers of German Sugar, 
have recently subjected it to a specially unfavourable customs5 treatment. Under these circumstances 
hroaorq mb guhmbnoo rol .gLlddoioH fJfinrroO orB oudod binl nood bed Hoi ch/ IIid £ lo noUfiLnfiiJ 
^boIv/ondjL'•! j/acl I .;p8i ./lol Jmr Idnu foonooa lo noii^coqzo odf no. saiRwod
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it appeared desirable, in accordance with the assurance given during the debates in the Reichstag which 
led to the passing of the Sugar Taxation Actofthe3ist May, 1891, to submit the question of the 

continuance or increase of the present Sugar bounties to a careful examination. The investigations 
which have been made on this subject have shown that the present depression of the Sugar Industry, 
and the agricultural production connected with it, cannot be permanently relieved merely by an 

increase of the bounties, and without a thorough change in the law relating to the taxation of Sugar. 

It -is doubtful, however, whether the necessary reform of taxation could be carried out during the 

present Session of the Reichstag, as the views of the parties interested in the matter are at present 
widely divergent. It is all the more important therefore that the assistance afforded by means of 

bounties to the Sugar Industry to enable it to compete in the general market, should not be allowed to 

fall away before the question is finally regulated. The amendment to the Law relating to the taxation 
of Sugar now proposed- provides, therefore, in case no further changes in the law should be possible 

before ist August, 1895, at least for a temporary maintenance of the bounties at their present height.

Further despatch from Sir E. Malet, Berlin, 21st May : reports that the Bill for maintaining the 
present bounties was passed in second reading by 191 votes to 35. The following paragraph was added. 

11 The Federal Council is empowered to reduce the above bounties either temporarily or permanently, 

or to suspend entirely the provision for the payment of bounties, whenever other Countries which 

produce Beetroot Sugar and at present grant bounties on the manufacture or exportation of Sugar 

shall reduce or abolish them. The decision of the Federal Council in this respect shall be laid before 

the Reichstag at once, if it is in Session, or as soon as it next meets. Upon the demand of the Reichstag 

this decision must be rescinded.”

W. I. C. to the Earl of Kimberley, 20th May, 1895:—“My Lord,—Referring to recent 
correspondence upon the present condition of the Sugar industry, and especially to our letter to your 
Lordship of the 8th April last, wherein we conveyed the hope that your Lordship would be pleased to 
express the interest felt by Her Majesty’s Government in the question of the general abolition of 
bounties, and also to cause Foreign Governments to understand that if there should be a desire to 
effect an international arrangement, Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared to give any 

encouragement or facilities within their power ; we have now the honour to ask whether it would be 
convenient to your Lordship to receive a Deputation in support of the above proposed action in the 
latter part of June. We have been encouraged to request this favour by the acknowledgment of 
Sir Edward Grey, dated 22nd April, of our letter of the 8th April, in which it is stated, by your 
Lordship’s direction, that the matter was receiving the careful attention of Her Majesty’s Government. 
Should your Lordship be pleased to grant the interview, we propose to present a Memorial drawing 

your Lordship’s special attention to Resolutions and Memorials adopted by the Legislatures, and 
other public bodies in British Guiana and the West Indian Colonies, praying that Her Majesty’s 
Government would take such action as would facilitate the general abolition of bounties by Foreign 
Powers. In view of the serious effect of these bounties upon the interests and welfare of the British 
Sugar-producing Colonies, we are confident that your Lordship would be disposed to attach importance 

to such expressions of Colonial opinion. May we also ask whether it would meet with your Lordship’s 
approval that we should address the Marquess of Ripon, who, as Secretary of State for the Colonies, has 

received officially, through the Colonial Governments, copies of the Resolutions and Memorials above- 
mentioned, with the view of requesting that his Lordship should, if convenient, be present at the 
interview. (Sd.) N. Lubbock, Chairman. The above letter was acknowledged by the F.O , and the 
following further letter was addressed to the Under-Secretary of State. 29th May, 189 ; “ Sir -I have
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, transmitting by the direction

W u0?’®" affa!rSCOPy of a despatch from Sir Edward Malet, forwarding copy 
trans atton of a btll whtch had been laid before the German Reichstag, for continuing the present 
w.™ .... s„g„ mlll 31„ Wj. 1897«,



the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant, containing a further communication from Sir E. Malet, 

on the same subject. We beg that you will convey to the Secretary of State our respectful thinks-for 
the above important papers. The provision empowering the Federal Council to lower or abolish the 

export premiums, in the event of other nations doing the same, combined with the reported negotiations 
between Germany and Austria for an International arrangement, and also with the admission in the 
Expose des Motifs attached to the German Bill that ‘ the present depression of the sugar 

industry, and the agricultural productions connected with it, cannot be permanently relieved merely 

by an increase of the bounties,’ would seem to bring about such a position of affairs as would, justify 
Her Majesty s Government in 'Communicating with Foreign Powers, with a view of offering facilities 

and encouragement to the movement for the general abolition of bounties. It is in support of this 

suggested action of Her Majesty’s Government that we ventured , to ask for an interview with the 
Secretary of State in the latter part of next month.”—(Sd.).N. Lubbock, Chairman.

SALE OF SUGAR.—Sir Walter Foster, M.P., Secretary to Local Government 
Board, and Chairman-of Select Committee of House of Commons on Food Products, has been asked 

(28th May) if the Select Committee will receive evidence on (1) the colouring of Beet Sugar Crystals 

with an aniline dye so as to resemble Demerara and other Cane Crystals and sold as such ; (2) the 

operation of the Merchandize Marks Acts and the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts upon the retail sale of 

Sugar, and especially upon the common practice of selling Beet Sugar instead of Cane Sugar when the 

latter is asked for, and (3) whether any strengthening of any of the above-mentioned Acts, or the 

enactment of similar provisions to those contained in the Margarine Act, would be desirable, with the 

view of securing to the consumer the exact article he requires and pays for.

BRITISH GUIANA.—A letter was addressed to the Colonial Office on 10th May, explaining 
a portion of the Committee’s letter of the 27th February, relating to the action of Magistrates in the 
cases of Coolies brought before them for non-performance of work. The correspondence will be given 
in next Circular ; also a letter about to be addressed to the Secretary of State on the Draft Ordinance 
for Sea Defences, published by the British Guiana Government for general information.

ST. LUCIA.—The Secretary of State (21st May) having received from the Governor in chief 

of the Windward Islands representations as to the serious prospects of industry in St. Lucia, has 
decided to authorize advances being made to Sugar Estates in accordance with the principles recently 

sanctioned in the case of British Guiana.

BEET PROSPECTS. (Licht, 25th May).—The Beet planting was finished in Germany, by 
the second week in May, while it is nor possible to give the exact figure of the cultivated area ; there 

will be a probable minus in Germany in Beet-growing of about 10 per cent., perhaps 12^ to 13^ pei 
cent. Should 12^ happen to agree with the actual facts, then, according to the yield of the last crop, 
the minus in the sugar yield would amount to about 240,000 tons, and after the average of the last 
- years, even to about 450,000 tons in Germany alone. In Austria the weather had generally been 
more favourable than in Germany. The state of the Beet fields is generally satisfactory. The minus 

might be estimated at 12 to 15 per cent. Sugar Beets have been sown much less than 
formerly, and some agricultural reports give the minus as ranging from 15 to 40 per cent., but the 

minus must not be judged too large. France complains of weather delaying the shooting of the sown 
Beet kernels. It is reported that the manufacturers have contracted for about 10 to 14 per cent, less of 
beets than last year. The minus in the sowings is said to range between 5 and 10 per cent., the 

lower figure being nearest actual state of things. In Belgium and Holland up to about 15 per cent, 
ess of Beet-growing is expected. In Russia there will not be any important minus. For the whole of 

Europe, if there should be a decrease of about 10 per cent, of the cultivated area, this would show a
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minus of about 48^,000 tons, and with an average crop a minus of 700,000 tons. The minus in 
cultivation will no/be made good by better crop yields. On the contrary, according to the laws of 
probabilities it might be expected that the minus caused by the decrease in the sowings may become 
still more decided by an inferior crop yield, since the results of the previous campaigns were 

extraordinarily high ones.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES—(Licht, 25th May). Europe 1,751,611 against 982,153 tons ; United 
States 272,000 against 267,329 ; Cuba 335,280 against 31^960 ^Floating to North America 20,882 
against 18,148. Total 2,379,773 against 1,582,590. Mr. Czarmkow (30th May) gives the totals at 

2,368,140 against 1,578,224.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—21 weeks Landings 307,023 tons, against 205..540 tons ; 

Deliveries 276,777 against 301,775 ; Stocks 89,889 against 72,242.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (C. Czarnikow, 30th May), 10/1^ against 11 a.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—British Guiana, (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell 
and Co., Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co., and The Colonial Company, Limited), nth May—Rains arc 
commencing generally. 14th—Rainy Season has set in. Rain has fallen heavily. 17th—Moderat 
rains have fallen generally since last message. 20th—A few light showers have fallen but more rain 
would be acceptable. 24th—Fine rains have fallen generally since last message. 24th—No rain for 
some days : rain is falling generally to-day. 24th—Showery and unsettled. Trinidad—(per favour 
Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Limited, Messrs. Gregor Turnbull & Co., and The Colonial Company, 
Limited). 7th May—Weather . fine for harvesting. 7th—Favourable. 15th—Weather top dry.
15th—Very good weather for crop. 22nd—Weather too dry. 22nd—Fine for harvesting. 28th— 
Fine with occasional light showers. 28th—Weather favourable. Barbados—(per favour of
Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). 7th May—Fine rains generally throughout the Island and appearance' 
of more. 21st—Dry. Antigua 30th May—Good rains have fallen generally, 4 inches since last mail.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

tosxb oifi ovm o‘i ibn ai
(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 

receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)
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r ^°UNTIES-~TheForeign Offi^^ 10th June:—“The Chairman, Sir, I am
directed by the Earl of Kimberley to acquaint you that His Lordship has carefully considered—in 

communication with the Board of Trade and the Colonial Office—the request conveyed in your letter 
o the 20th ultimo, that he should receive a deputation during the latter part of the present month, 
respecting the question of foreign bounties on Sugar. I am now to inform you that, bearing in mind 
the difficulties which arose in 1889, Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to take any initiative 
in summoning another conference, and that they cannqt suggest any basis for a satisfactory international 
arrangement which is likely to be accepted. It does not, therefore, appear to His Lordship that any 
useful purpose would be served by his receiving a deputation on the subject. (Signed) E. Grey.” 
It is a matter for consideration what further steps can be taken, especially in view of a new Government. 
The movement on thi^ side is not sufficiently supported by the Colonies, and some difficulty has been 
caused by certain opinions having "been expressed in memorials and speeches urging the abolition of 

bounties on the ground of what is known as “ fair trade.” The abolition of bounties has always been 
advocated here as purely a free trade measure, having no connection with any “ fair trade ” or 
“ protective ” opinions and parties.
j: .oA yd; to anoisngHq adj lobnu Lie ^nabfiigiipnii oi bailqqe sd venom

CANE SUGAR AND BEET.—Mr. Lubbock gave evidence on 18th June before the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons on Food Products Adulteratioh. He said that Demerara and 
other Cane Sugars of the West Indies, had acquired a reputation in the various markets, and there was' 
much and increasing demand for them by retail consumers. The reputation thus enjoyed, had induced 
imitations, which were made by taking cheaper white Beet Crystals, and dyeing these with an aniline 
dye, so as to produce a deceptive resemblance to Demerara Crystals, and obtaining the increased price 
of the latter. Chemically, the white Crystals showed originally, as high an analysis1 bf actual Sugar 
contained in them as the genuine Demerara, but when coloured, their analysis was inferior, and they 
were of less price value than Demerara. This was obviously a fraud upon the public, and Mr. Lubbock 
detailed the various prosecutions of Grocers which had taken place, resulting in conviction and fines, 
and in one case heavy coSts as well. This was satisfactory, but some amendment of the Law was 
wanted to give greater security to the purchaser. The imitation Sugar was' undoubtedly aii 
infringement of the Merchandize Marks Act of 1887, as being a false trade description, and came withiA 

the penal provisions of the Act, but to set these ini operation, it was necessary, in the opinion of 
Mr. Poland, Q.C., that the false trade description should be actually applied to the package sold, which 
should be labelled 11 Cane ” or “ Beet ” or “ Mixed.” By thus labelling Sugar according to its quality, as 
Cane or Beet, it would be placed under similar conditions of sale as Coffee, Butter and Margarine. 
Grocers would be anxious to have the Law made clear, as in the main they are innocent distributors: 
The honest Grocer of course suffers from dishonest practices of competitors.

A GERMAN FACTORY.—One of the best factories, Korbisdorf, reports as follows .—The 
Capital consists of, Shares, ^135,000 ; Mortgage, ^"109,900 ; Preference Debentures, ^18,375 ; total, 
^263,275. The total area of farm is 5,035 acres, about half being the property of the Company and 
half rented. 1,^20 acres are in beet and seed, the remainder in other roots and cereals. 27,641 tons of
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roots were grown, showing 18 tons to the acre, and 26,606 tons were bought. These are all charged 
att/- per Ln, the yield in Sugar being a little over 12 % on roots. The loss on the Sugar made was 

/5,O8O^ against this a profit Deducting general expenses,

interest,&c, the actual result <^^,350 carr.ed forward.

,.o.a /zoazoj ,TaaHT2 HHTijaia 32uoh natiaaia
BRITISH GUIANA RAILWAY EXTENSION.—It is matter of common knowledge that 

the Demerara Railway Company have arrived or nearly so, at a conclusion of the long-continued 
negotiations with the Crown Agents on the extension question, and it may be assumed that the West 

Coast portion of the scheme is in a fair way of being carried out, supposing the present circuimmw es 
of the Colony to allow of it. There is-no desire on this side to hinder unduly the exucuti m ut uuwc 
works, and the request for a y^rj?; MeLfY has been much misunder|Stpp^L The Coa,st Extension 

will probably pay its expenses, but it is doubtful if the Berbice extension wiil do so, and proun: 
circumstances would; seem to iqdificiteYheiprudence qf. only .prqc^^j<ng witin one of the extensions at a 
time,.and aho.thafc the Qiie to, bp should be 9ne m9st hKely tp be r^iunerativp;

smefni YTroioislaiisefi io!vnis iadssuaiotmjso verfl hsdibns .oonai^proatorVcm^ snin n cl 
ST; KITTS-NEVIS.—Letter to Lord Ripon, 22nd June, 1895, “ My Lord Marques.-,,—I am

n TfioqqB .sToioiorri .joif soob n .DoJqaoos of vmji . V'--
desired bv Proprietors ^nd Merchants, in England, connected with St. Kitts-A uvis, to draw 
serious attention of wir Lordship to the Memorial which your Lordship has just receive!! from that 

Presidency. In the year 1855, an Immigration Fund was formed by the imposition of Export autiq^ 

011 produce. It has been fully recognised, as a sound and indispensable principle, that export duties 
in the West Indies should only be levied as a contribution from the Planter.-, for the specific pur: 

of introducing immigrants; they have always for such purpose been carried to a separate a counit, 
and have not been available for general revenue. The St. Kitts’ Act expressly.provided tiiat the 

money thus raised should be applied to immigration, and under the provisions; of the Act a 
considerable sum of money accrue^ w(hich phoney was bqypnd [the. c,on^>lAo£ .tjie Government, and 
Properly, stood as^n qm^ to ffte credit of the planters in the Immigration Fund, Early, in the, 
present year (.1875): when the large expenditure of the preceding years had. impoverished the

W. Haynes Smith applied for the use of this moqcy (about ^11,400) for general 
purposes, promising to the planters in exchange for the grant the suspension for a year of the 
Land lax, 1 aiochial lax. Statistical lax and Water lax. 1 he Statistical l ax had beep impost 1 
in consequence pt the arrangement with the .United States of 1891, and. would (as ip other colonic' 
have properly ceased when that arrangement cams; to an end in 1894, leaving the Colonies open 

to resume their former tariffs. The Council, relying entirely on his Excellences assurance 
that the above-mentioned taxes would-be remitted, accepted the plan proposed by hint, 
and the same was embodied in an Ordinance (No. 2 of 1895} anU submitted to your Lbshim The 
Ordinance has been disallowed, but your Lordship.in your dispatch of j$h April last, to Sir Francis 

Fleming, the present Governor,.says that the second section, and the ^pension of the SutisLai 

s lould be re-enacted,by a fresh.Ordinance, if this be dene the whole ot tile Immigration Fund wT 

y appropriated: to general revenue, while the remission of taxes, in yqnfidwation of which alone the 
Gouncn to such appropriation, almost ^sallowed. Under araumsttii^

neg lespectiully. at the des>re of those whom I represent, to echo and adopt-the Memorial above

M 5t* I ffi a
condition, brought about ,^w n^es, di reedy ^ue t
foreign bounties on sugar, and I would therefore humbly bef to Pre- upon thm ..,1 the

* I'1 5 " ahke, the immigration money should be applied, 00 at lea-t the greater

Memorialists. With regard to the W . T ' "i ‘ W accomplish the obje$ of :i:c
1th regard to the Water Tax, I am requested strongly to endorse the Evolution .
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dcgi^ion rp r^pect of di^e^ of the Water Tax-f^ ast'fie iyvyh% nW df d Taxfjbelieved tb
have bee^mi^ted by, the Gov^menL and which is largely Jaid S^&e P8W classes, will, cause serious 
disaffection and distress among a large portion of the cSmmtihity.” ■ I amfurther' humbly! to refer the 
Par. 3 of your Lordship s despatch of ^th April last, and to endeavour to meet the proposition therein 
contained. Adopting the figures (of t£e despatch, It may be pointed 'oU? that if FftS remission of fixation 
provided for j>JE Ordinance 2 of i8t£, be carried out and Bid capital 'of1 the Immigration tFuhSf as well 
as the estimated surplus of the Budget of the present year, be applied in reduction of the total deficit 
made up ‘A deficit in revenue account of 1st January, 1895, and of the amount of the remitted taxes, 
the result would be that the deficit in revenue account on 1st January, 1806, would stand at £5,482, an 
amount two-fifths less than the deficit' 011 1 st January, 1^5, vik : ^9^56.' This; aftet a year of' 

exceptional depression, will be a very satisfactory result, and constitute a great advance towards sounder 
finance, while at the ^ame time a grave injustice, as it appears to those interested in the Immigration 
Fund, will be avoided. It is submitted that these considerations show that the compidyfiriis^
in the Ordinance may be carried out with safety to the finan'ces of the Colony. : cdnclusion, I am 
humbly*to ask theTaVout of an interview for a small deputation, with your Lordship, if it should suit 
your convenience, in order to explain more fully to your Lordship the urgent necessity of the Sugar 
Industry of St. Kitts-Nevis obtaining the above relief.—(Sd.) N. Lubbock, Chairman.

SHIPMENTS TO 12th JUNE.
Sugar, Rum, Coffee, Cocoa, Asphalt, Gold,
Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons. Ozs.

British Gviana ... 1895—24,288 ... 7,998 .... — 68,885 ... — 46,708

Do. ... 1894—24,729 ... 8,286 ... — ... 3,000 ... — 46,702
Trinidad ... 1895—38,000 ... 1,348 ••• 14,720 ... 17,000,000 ... 29,744 ... —

Do. ... 1894—25,000 ... 204 ... 6,800 ... 9,000,000 ... 38,000 ... —

Barbados ... 1895—17,000 ... — — ... — — —

Do. ... 1894—38,860 ... — — — — —

BEET PROSPECTS. (Licht, 22nd June).—The weather in Germany (with rains) has proved 
very beneficial, with the present favourable weather the work in the Beet fields is going on steadily ; a 
continuance of warm weather will still more improve roots. France and Austria also send favourable 
reports. The acreage growing in 1895 is reported by the “Statistic Union,” to be less by 1275 per 
cent, than 1894. If this is correct and yield is same as last year, the minus in the total Beet Sugar 
production would be 615,000 tons, with 10 per cent. less sowings the minus would be 485,000 tons. 

The revolution in Cuba may affect Cane supplies.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 22nd June). Europe 1,505,395 against 827,586 tons; United 
States 204,000 against 286,307 ; Cuba 309,880 against 243,840 > Floating to North America 22,746 
against 24,383. Total 2,132,021 against 1,382,116. Mr. C. Czarnikow (27th June,) gives totals at 

2,125,527 against 1,344,707.
SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—25 weeks Landings 389,973 tons, against 365,211 tons ; 

Deliveries 340,062 against 362,054: Stocks ro9,754 against 81,614-

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (C. Czarnikow, 27th June), 9/6 against 12/3.

WE \THER TELEGRAMS.—British Guiana (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell 
and Co Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co, and The Colonial Company, Limited). 7th June-Favourable 
for^ cultivation, heavy showers alternately with hot sunshine. nth-Heavy rams, beneficial to 

cultivation. 20th—Weather all that could be desired, nice showers with fine days intervem -s.



Trinidad—(per favour Messrs. W. F. Burnley &^Co., Limited, and Ihe Colonial, Company. Limited). 

5th, 13th and 18th June—Favourable. 19th—Heavy rains beneficial to cultivation. 25th—AH that 

could be desired for growing Canes. Barbados—(per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & GavillerY 

4th June—Trne Kains generally throughout the Island. 18th—Ditto, with appearances of more.

nofnsoqoiq eiib team dt inovj&bna ot firm tesl I'nqA rfip d
Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 

subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 

regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 

and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

Wbrrudg oomr/bs isoTg£ oJihlanod Lms Jlipyi vaotosiarta vu v
(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 

receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiment- in Sugar 

machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)
fynoioD aiTJ to esiofisnn arft ytalse rfj

L'‘ U ' ' ' ' ; 7 JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 120.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

29^7^, 1895.

v- ,n^°R? RIP?N'~i Chairmau to Marquess.of Ripon, K.G., 3rd July, 189s. Mv Lord 
V X t / • am by the West India Committee, representing Proprietary, Banking and
mb ia the United Kingdom, connected with British Guiana and the" West Indies to

retiring from the Office of Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
which p ti ul y aild since.rely to thank your Lordship for the very kind and. considerate attention 

ir h you have always given to the matters which have been brought before you affecting the 
wehare of those Colonies. The unfailing courtesy with which your Lordship has received numerous 

eputations has been much appreciated, and the real desire-which you have shown to render every 
possible assistance to the Colonies'during a period of great depression will be always, most gratefully 
remembered. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.” Lord Ripon in reply (9,. Chelsea Embankm 
b.\\ .. dth July) expresses his thanks , for the letter, and says that he has . received it with much 
gratification.

fHE BOUN1 Y QUESTION.—A Conference (says the Deutsche Zucker-industrie) has been 
held at Vienna between representatives of. the German, Austrian and Hungarian. Governments. All 
eventualities were fully considered, and a. report will be 'submitted to'thd respective Governments. 
1 he ‘Cologne Gazette' hpweypr, thinks that the negotiations have had no result, although it admits 
that the abolition of bounties is. every where, and especially in Austria-Hungary, said to be desirable. 
One proposal before the Conference was to continue the present bounties with Successive reductions 
until extinction. Both the Austrian Government and Sugar fabricants appear to be agreed upon this 
view, the latter desiring to have an understanding with the German Government, binding Austria and 
Germany not to increase the present, bounties except after mutual agreement. Whatever motive may 
be influencing Austria, whether it be to delay legislation' or tie the hands of Germany' her view seems 
in favour of International negotiations. The Deutsche Zucker-iildustrie strongly opposes this view, 
but thinks Germany should continue free to increase her bounties, without reghrd to other Countries, 
if it is to .the interest of her Sugar industry to do so. It says' “ so long as these bounties are given in 
the various countries, 'the Sugar market is a seat of war, and it is Only after one of the combatants has 
been conquered that peace will be declared.” And again, “it is only with sufficiently high bounties 
that we can struggle against and conquer France—that..disturber of the peace in the sugar market— 
and raise her to the point of reasonableness reached by the German fabricants, who think the principle 
of giving bounties entirely wrong, but are compelled to ask for them by the higher bounties given by 
competing Countries. (Note.—The above shows the different views discussed, and is on the Whole 
favourable to a solution of a question which is considered very urgent by the Sugar Powers. The 
desire of Austria not to increase her bounties) and the existence of a powerful party in Germany 
opposed to bounties are. two important factors in the question, pending the report of the recent 
Vienna Conference.) m yHuliaoaeei sv, loBaJ

Sugar legislation is also proposed in Belgium. rV\ie prise en charge in sugar factories was raised 
in 1887 to moo grammes, and to 1,6'50'in 1889, and two superior c^asses raw sugar for exportation . 
were created. These measures were not successful in fixing the legal minimum. It is proposed to 
suppress the' two superior classes and to raise the prise en charge another 50 grammes. Before 
1880-90 Xhe prisecn charge did not average more than 93,000,000 kilos, (or 93,000 tons), since then it 
has risen to 209,000 tons. This increase in production does not give the expected revenue, .even 
with the retention of three francs per 100 kilos, of the drawback given on sugar exported, imposed to 
make up the deficit of revenue. But this attempt to provide for the deficit causes pertuibation to 
the industry. It is proposed to raise the prise en charge to 1,75° grammes. I he minimum of 
sugar receipts is to be raised to 6,500,006 francs. The credit allowed to sugrm makers is limited to ■ 
two months^ The drawback on candy sugar is to be diminished from. 59-66. to 58 Jrpiics. .. 1 he 
Government is to have power to modify the surtax on . foreign sugars within certain nmits^ according 
to the extent of the bounties granted by other countries. The Bill, provides, ror a dpty and drawback
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fabricant. . 3 F ’fvj " ’ ’ O At G '

The above mwements on the &>nffnent are fairly in the nght direction, and matters seem 
ripe-for the intervention of the English Government in favour of an International settlement. It is 
proposed to put before Lord Salisbury the same proposals for the exertion of English influence that 
were placed before Lord Kimberley. The revival of the Convention of August, 1888 in Us existing 
or in a modified form, should meet with Parliamentary approval if submitted by the Gm- rum. 
There are two further encouraging-signs. Mr. Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for the Colome-, 
ha/expressed his. interest in developing the resources of Crown and “Plantation Colonies: and 
Mr. Balfour has brought into great prominence the necessity of remedying unfair trade competiti n. 
The difficulty found by the West India Committee' in moving effectively is the almost utter wan: of 
support from the Colonies themselves, and the misconceptions which are put forward there of the true 
behrino- of ' the question. Mr. Howell Jones’ speech against supporting the Anti-bounty movement, 
deliver'df at the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society of British Guiana in June, has excited 
much surprise, considering that the present condition of the Colony, and the losses on the OtfHivation 
of Sugar estates are entirely due to the overproduction of Beet Sugar, caused by bomuio. It se • >s 
hopeless tb point out to Mr. Jones that the removal of bounties is essentially a free trade measure. 
If he iS content with the present state of things no one can object, but he has no right to misrepresent 
the question, or to attempt to discourage a movement which has a much better chance now of 
securing the sympathy of the English Parliament and people than it ever had before.

BRITISH GUIANA SEA DEFENCES— r6th July, 1895. To the Right Hon. Joseph 
Chapubprlain, M.P., Secretary of State for the Colonies. “Sir, I have the honour to inform you that 
the British Guiana Proprietors represented by this Committee have had Under consideration the Bill 
published for general information by the Colonial Government,- ‘ to make better provision for the 
maintenance! of ’the Sea Defences of the Colony. (2) Tliis Bill is rio dopbt the ‘result of 
representations which have been made to the Secretary of State in past years upon the umatit( ry 
positjon of the,matter,- but we .venture to urge some important objections td the proposed Bill, and :o 
respectfully reqpest that it may npt.be approved in its. present' shape. (3.1 Referring to Clause x of 
the Bill we think that too much power is vested in the Colonial Civil Engineer, who is practically 
made the sole authority as to the construction and Maintenance of Sea Defence work-. We hunlbly 
submit that, it is reasonable that the - Estates which may be affected should have some: voice in the 
matter. (4; With regard to clause 16 empowering the Board of Wbfkl Debartmei t t 
schemp.of Sea Defence having one uniform line for the District, the'Works to be constructed in a 
solid and. durable manner^ we have; to remark that there is no proper and effective check provided as to 
the dytaifs of such scheme,; or. the'COst, or appropriate time of carrying it out, especially as a scheme 
might X^ty^o^ibly be proposed which would be in excess of the value; of the' property protected in 
illustration of which we would instance the recent works at Plaisance. ^11
(one mopth)-for objections to be .made is much too short, .excluding the possibility of all reference to 
Proprietors away from the Colony at the. time.' And there would; apparently be no' probability that 
any objection would be successful, the Governor in Council being bound to act, or, at all event/buiim 
entirely dependent upon the advice-of the Public Works Department. In the proposals we venture 
to make later in this Letter we respectfully suggest the kind of provision that should be made unon 
this point. (5) Clause 19 is objectionable because it makes the Commissioner (z>. the Colonial Civil 
Engineer), tne sole judge as to new work required to be. begun in a. district. (6) Section one of 
Clause 20 appears to be somewhat too arbitrary.in its character, while Section 2 confers unduly lame 

powers upon a single Department, and the interests or wishes of the Owner'of the 
ivstate Are not sufficiently guarded. Under Section 3 unduly large powers are conferred with respect 
to the wood and material which the Department are empowered to take from any nlantation Th 
cnmng.ywn of the Courida groves in ffont of an Estatefright, expose it

m its present foim gmng power to the Department to interfere with sluice-, kokers ind i tl 
of drainage on a plantation is not likely to be tolerable in practice; A - *
sluices and kokers might easily involve many thousands of pounds (7) We venture r -
suggest that a Bill -should.be drafted upon the following lines-— ’ 1 re.pcttiully to

should.be


W borne:-in. equUi parts by^e: Colonial

assessed on Su o ar R ? which the expenditure is incurred ; the second moiety to be 
' S ahd of. facade, and liability to

attach,, and equitably upon- Villages and Propertyof all other kind protected • Rive?^states 
assessn,s„t. . The fe>4 a^ss^t to. be.

Si^ W W M# concerned an 9$pV^ 
objecting to the proposed assessment.. 1 7

(C)' wtb modified powers, there, should be

elXd for each then-representatives, not. less than three; members .being
fleeted for each district in operation ;• the: Board to report to the . Governor in Council 
as to construction and maintenance 'of proposed works,- and, in any case, where the Board 
Co^ft^ Poliothe Commissioner’ no-work shall be done except under the authority of the 

suggestions, we would. again, urge that, the matter should be taken up as 
J affecting die whole Colony, the comfort, convenience and safety o! its inhabitants, as well as 

connected with the maintenance of public roads and railways, which would be submerged by the break
down of the sea defences. I he safety of the city of Georgetown, too, has been and is dependent Upon 
the maintenance, at great private cost, of the sea-wall upon a contiguous estate, and we think it 
°r 'i reason . Georgetown should devote a portion of its municipal revenues to the continuance
<>i this security. We may also, point out that, eyea iff regard to estates that, have not been appreciably 
subject to attacks from the sea, these are dependent upon their neighbours maintaining their front 
d^his, arid it does not seerii unreasonable that such estates should contribute towards the expense’ 
of work which indirectly provides for their security. And, further; we do not think it justifiable to 
vest, as is. proposed in Cla,use .36 .of the? Bill, thee property,of all works in a district exclusively.in-the 
Commissioner. In conclusion, it will be .se^n th^J pnq pf our principal contentions being that the 
whole power of planning, construction and maintenance, and consequently expense of the works and 
assessment is conferred by the Bill upon the Public Works Department, the election of the Board 
of-Owners is necessary to make the scheme' -acceptable. Weare aware that the above is a bare 
outline of a s.chome, and that many injpprtapty details will have to be eppsidpred before a. satisfactory 
ordinance can be framed, but these can be dealt with in the Colony, where there are available most 
competent men, thoroughly experienced in regard to all' questions connected with; Sea Defences. 
(9) We beg to add, that while we think the question is one that should be settled at a favourable 
opportunity", we do not urge an immediate settlement, considering the depressed condition of the 
Colony, and the absence of any pressing necessity for Sea Defence works, and we should especially 
deprecate any increase of departmental expenses for such purpose. We think, however, that the above 
proposals are worthy of consideration, not as suggesting a final scheme but as affording a basis for 
discussion at an early convenient date in the Colony.—(Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.

(Note.—A letter from Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co. was enclosed in above, stating that they 
were opposed to the draft ordinance, and also did not approve the above plan of assessment.)

ST. KITTS-NEVIS.—C. O. to W. I. C., 13th July, 1895. “Sir,—With reference to the 
letter from this Office of the 28th of June, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to 
inform you that the Memorial referred to in your letter of the 22nd of June has not yet been received, 
but that a copy of your letter will be sent to the Governor of the Leeward Islands by the out-going 
mail for his report thereon ; pending the receipt of which Mr. Chamberlain does not think that any 
advantage would result from an interview. I am to add that Lord Ripon agreed to the suspension of 
the Water Tax in St. Kitts-Nevis and that the Governor was so instructed by the mail of the 19th of 
June. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.”

COCO A —Trinidad exported to 10th July over 19,000,000 lbs., against 14,000,000 lbs. same 
time last year. ’ Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co. say there were no signs of increased supplies, and as 
prospects in Europe are more hopeful, competition is active and prices fiimly maintained, laking 
the exports from October to date, they were 123,800 bags against 104,145. In London there .is 
more general inquiry and the market firm. Good to fine red Trinidad, 54- to 58-. Superior, 
64 - to 66Messrs. C. M. & C. Wodehouse report market quiet, fair enquiry for Ceylon, a strong 
demand for Arriba Guayaquil for export.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings 29 weeks, 461,526 tons, against 437>93$ tons 
Deliveries 397,425 against 426,266 ; Stocks 123,944 against 90,169.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow, 25th July). Europe and Cargoes afloat to Europe, 

1,338,270. against 653,455 tons; United States 3°4joooj against 355,523 ; Cuba 271,000, against 
30,781. Total 1,913,270, against 1,039,759.
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PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (C. Czarnikow, 25th July), 9/ioj against 11'4.
scl oi /Jsiofff bnooos oHi ; bo*nuoni ii o^mibnoqzt? on) riordw ni gjonfsiLi &n’ uns orm^zoyi

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—In France conditions are now favourable for growth, and the 
tardiness of some portion of the crop will be remedied. The ’situation is as satisfactory as possible, 
considering difficulties at outset. There is great inequality in Germany in the development of fields 
The German yield" is expected to be less than last year, but nothing certain yet. In Austria-Hungary 
the crop will leave something to desire, and in Belgium complaint is made of the resowings. On the 
whole, the European crop is less advanced and less regular than last year. But the alternations of 
sun and rain do much to ameliorate the present situation. Mr. Czarnikow states German Government 
officially confirms 15 per cent, short sowings. The visible excess prevents stronger market, even with 
Cubantroubles. Owing to previous absence of rain, last year’s weights per acre seem out of the 
question in Germany ; same with Austria and France.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—None from Demerara and Trinidad. Barbados (per favour of 
Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). 2nd July.—A few light showers have fallen, but more would be 
acceptable. 16th July.—Weather dry, rain wanted.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 121.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C., 
" ' oj 5imjofnL '/mb ymnib*K> on'T 

2hth August, 1895.

.-o. ? y pi Mnuofrw vmb orb enoi gp io momqide ovode mb hO

SI GAR BOUNTIES.—The question of a deputation to Lord Salisbury and Mr.' Chamberlain 
has received the most anxious consideration, and it will be arranged as spon as pp^e consistently 

with an effective result. It is understood,, from the best sources,- that ministers would prefer to receive 

tnc ucputation a little later in the year, and it is of course desirable that no premature or ineffective 
action should be taken. The matter is receiving constant attention, and in the meanwhile it is 

iku.'.'.iiv that Memorials or Legislative Resolutions in support of the movement here should be 
received from the Colonies, especially.from thpse Colonies, such as Barbados and Jamaica,, which have 

expressed no opinion recently in support of a movement intended to benefit their sugar industries. 
The Belgian law referred to in last Circular has been postponed.

-nt . m. haibllo visJc to v-mjuTJbS od 1—.81VSK-8TTIX .TH

CUSTOMS PENALTIES, UNITED STATES.—On the 28th August,, 1894, the new duty 
on Sugar came into force in the United States. This duty is 40 per cent, ad valorem with |th of a 

cent, per lb. additional on Sugars above No. 16, Dutch Standard. The 40 per cent, duty'is partly 
based upon the invoice value, which must be the market value in the country of shipment. Should the 
Invoice value be less, in the opinion of the United States Customs authorities, than the'true market 
value, or what is considered to be, such, and should the increase (or difference) so appraised exceed 
10 per cent, of the Invoice value, a penalty is.imposed, based upon a calculation of double the excess. 

Thus, if the. increase value is appraised at.n per cent, above the Invoice value, the penalty would be 
22 per cent, over and above the correct duty, on the basis of 2 per cent, penalty for.each succeeding 

1 percent, of value, and on the same basis the penalty in the case of 15 per cent, added value would be 
charged at 30 per cent. It might be thought that the fixing of an ad valorem duty would have 
properly secured the duty according to the quality of the Sugar as ascertained by the usual tests 
applied by the Customs authorities. But it appears that an Act was passed in 1890 (when there were 
no duties on Sugar) known as the Customs Administrative Act which contains rules for Customs 

Officers in determining values.. The unexpected application of this Act to Sugar, to which it was 

never intended to be applied, has caused much confusion, giving power to a Customs Officer to 

increase the import charges on Sugar to an extent sometimes approaching its whole value, and this 
system, if continued, must be absolutely prohibitive of the trade of the West India Islands to the 

United State?. It is possible the shipper, while honestly desiring to render a true Invoice value, may 
err through ignorance, especially in those Islands where there is no local market or Market values in 
the usuaUunsu of the term, or any means of testing the Sugar by polariscope. The price ruling in New 

Yqrk| as advised by public telegram on the daj’ of shipment (after properly deducting freight, insurance 
and shipping charge-) is generally taken as the Invoice value. That price might possibly be highei on 

arrival, but this sluaild not be taken into account. If it is lower the United States Customs make no
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of the working of this new system of penalizing :

Entered value, cent. 1.70 per lb. packed.
Appraised value, cent.:! .938T1M O 0 AIO x
Advance in value, 14 per cent,, which exceeding 10 per cent., incurs a penalty of 28 per cent.

The ordinary duty amounts to $761.20 ;
And the penalty to $532-84-

On the above shipment of 44 tons the duty amounted to ^3 !<»• per ton, and the penalty to 1.0 less 

than ^2 ios. per ton.

The matter is one which might properly be brought before the Government. But at the same 

time, it must be remembered that the system of penalizing in the United States for presumable 

incorrect invoice values is applicable to all goods, and thesamesystem is actively in force in all European 
countries. Penalties already incurred maybe remitted in due legal course, and the greatest care should 

be taken in every shipment to keep the invoice value as nearly as possible to what might be the 

appraised value, and certainly within the limits of the io per cent, difference allowed.

ST. KITTS-NEVIS.—The Secretary of State offered an interview, but for reasons stated in a 

letter to the Colonial Office, it was postponed. The material part of the letter (10th August), wa> a- 
follows •—“ On the 27th June last, a statement of the Liabilities and Assets of the-Colony was presented 
by the Administrator to the Legislative Council. This statement discloses apparently ><> differ! nt 
financial condition of affairs from that to be gathered from the returns previously furnished and 
embodied in Lord Ripon’s, despatch of 9th April to His Excellency Sir Francis Fleming, that I feel n > 

good results would follow from an interview until we have further details and explanations from the 
Colony. Meanwhile, the fact remains that under Lord Ripon’s despatch of 9th April (par. in, a 
direction is given that the Immigration Fund be appropriated to General Revenue, while the promised 
remission of taxes is not to be granted. This policy is strongly opposed by the Un-official Members f 
the Council and it seems plainly contrary to justice. Under these circumstances I beg respectfully t 

suggest that the Deputation be received later and that the Secretary of State should >mpcnd ' 
decision in this matter until further information is received and the statement of Liabilities and A-v* - 

above referred to be explained. This statement has, no doubt, been now recci v
State. (It is published in the St. Christopher Advertiser ^ 9th ulto.). Lord Ripon remarks in'the 

despatch above referred to that he had not then received it and my Committee was in cdn • the 
acts therein stated. (Signed for the Chairman) Arthur M. Lee.” The following reply wa-

“ Colonial Office, 13th August, 1895 The Chairman,—Sir. I am directed bv Mr. Searet 
Chamberlain, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, and to inform you that in 

view of the urgent necessity of providing funds to meet the accrued deficit in the faxi. of the 
Government of St. Kitts-Nevis, he considers it essential that the Mtem

andXThO Bala"CeS tO Gene'al be proceeded with immedian d
h ti e Bill6 rAhaTr 6 hi " n

Immigration-pored for 
the amount of the Balances now proposeDo b™1 11 *nWu"t "o* ' — lit g

OW proposed to be appropriated. (Signed) Edward W.xcmr'



va: I °TE’ At preSent the P'^bHshed official accounts of St. Kitts-Nevis, are so confused that it is 
ddhcult to understand them, and further information is awaited. In the meantime a draft letter 
criticising the existing financial condition is being considered, but in order to do any effective work it 
is necessary that correspondents in St. Kitts should send all official papers, council minutes, &c., with 
all other information likely to be useful.)

BRI 1ISH GUIANA CENTRAL FACTORIES.—A letter has been received from the Royal 
Agricultural and Commercial Society upon the desirability of erecting Central Sugar Factories with a 
view to the reduction of the cost of manufacture. The Society ask for the views of the West India 
Committee on the desirability of erecting a Central Factory on the East Coast of Demerara, and 
generally for any information on the subject.

SHIPMENTS TO 8th AUGUST.
Sugar, 
Tons.

Rum, 
Puns.

Coffee, Cocoa,
Lbs. Lbs.

Asphalt, 
Tons.

Gold, 
Ozs.

British Guiana ... 1895—31,301 ... 9,543 — ... 106,802 ... — 65,369
Do. — 1894—37,502 ... 9,377 — 29,501 ... — 66,958

Trinidad ... 1895—48,626 ... 1,748 ... 31,200 ... 21,500,000 ... 46,344 —
Do. ... 1894—43,723 ... 700 ... 8,800 ... 15,350,000 ... 58,770 ... —

Barbados ... 1895—30,430 — — • • • ""* • • t -- • . • — —
Do. ... 1894—61,672 ... — • •• --- ••• --- •>• — —

COCOA.—Dry weather is reported (August 7th) from Trinidad. Cocoa deliveries limited 
(Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co.) and no prospect of appreciable increase for some time, but prices 
firmly maintained in Colony. Venezuelan arrivals unimportant. London market slow, with limited 
business. Sales, Tuesday 20th, showed Trinidad in excess of demand, one-half being sold at about 
previous rates. Jamaica sold readily at an advance of 2 - to 3/-, prices ranging from 44/- to 46/6.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Seasonable weather is reported from France and other countries. 
A good yield is expected, the estimated deficit resulting from less sowings. Licht’s Circular not yet 
received, and estimates of production unavailable. Mr. Czarnikow says, doubtless crop prospects have 
improved, but to prognosticate an important increased yield of sugar in the face of reduced sowings 

seems to be misleading.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES (Czarnikow, 22nd August).—Europe and. cargoes afloat to Europe,. 
1,138,995 tons, against 472,812; United States, 270,000 against 343,208 ; Cuba, 242,000 against 

20,847. Total, 1,650,995 against 836,867.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 per cent. (C. Czarnikow, 22nd August), 9s. 4|d. to 9s. 6d.,. 

against F2s. i^d. to 12s. 3d.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co. and 
Messrs. Ino. McConnell & Co.). August 6th.-Showery. joth.-Fine rains have fallen generally 
since last message. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). August 12th. A few light 
showers have fallen, but more rain would be acceptable. 23rd.—Fine rains generally throughout the

Island with appearances of more.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 122.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
r r jetij jusnu muons gnt-bnerns mj io

'BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

2$rd September, 1895.

SUGAR BOUNTIES.—The question of a deputation to Lord Salisbury and Mr. Chamberlain 
will oe discussed at a full meeting of the West India body to be held as soon as possible. The 
Colonies are still apathetic, the only information (derived accidentally from a Barbados newspaper) 
being that a joint address from the Assembly and the Council is in contemplation, but no formal 
intimation of the kind has been received at this office. The Foreign Office say, that the Conference 
held in Vienna, in July, between the representatives of Austria-Hungary and Germany on the subject 
of Sugar Bounty legislation in those respective countries was confidential, but it is believed that no 
definite arrangements were concluded.

CUSTOMS’ PENALTIES, UNITED STATES.—This matter has continued to receive 
attention. Her Majesty’s Charge d' Affaires had been instructed (28th August) to invite the favourable 
consideration of the United States Government to the subject. In the meantime, it is desirable to 
obtain all possible information, especially upon the point of the Invoice valuations in the Colonies 
being in accordance with the market rate as reported in the Colonies from New York on the date the 
invoices are made up. Apparently, the invoice price in the Colonies is based on 87 %, with an 
allowance of 5 cents for each degree below and 2^ for each degree above. Accordingly, the local 
market quotation of $170 for that test was taken as a standard. But the appraised value in New 
York, worked out per lb., exceeded by 1 % the 10 %. limit, and a penalty of 22 % was imposed. 
Taking into account the difficulties sometimes experienced in the West India Islands in obtaining an 
absolutely true test of the quality of the Sugar, and the increase in the value of that quality which 
often takes place during the voyage, and also the fact that the value is determined by the arbitrary 
decision of a Customs Officer in New York, a demand for the relaxation of the penalty system is 
justifiable, especially when such a system, although perhaps nominally existing is never enforced in 
England ; nor, so far as can be ascertained, is it enforced in other European countries, except under 
very special circumstances.

BRITISH GUIANA SEA DEFENCES.—The Secretary of State has approved (12th 
September) of this Bill being postponed for the present.

BRITISH GUIANA STATUTE LAWS.—The best thanks of the West India Committee 
are due to the British Guiana Government for forwarding, for the use of the Committee, the five 
volumes of the revised edition of the Statute Laws.

ST. KITTS-NEVIS.—It will be seen that the Secretary of State has arrived at an important 
decision regarding the finances of the Leeward Islands. No information is ever forwarded from the 
Colony to this office, but all information received was carefully considered by representative firms 
in London, and the following letter was addressed to the Under-Secretary ot State, on August 3Ist* 
u Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, announcing 
that the Secretary of State had authorized the appropriation to General Revenue of the Immigration 
Fund in St. Kitts-Nevis, with the proviso that the amount should be refunded if required in the 
future for Immigration purposes. I would respectfully point out that the need for Immigration
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in future is extremely improbable, and that in effect the appropriation directed is an absolute one 
I am to suggest that to meet., the plain, justic^ of the case the proviso, whether in the original 
or an amending ordinance, Ai^d be appropriated should be
refunded from General Revenue and applied for the benefit of the Planting body (by whom and for 
whose benefit it was originally raised), in remission or in lieu of any taxation falling or likely to be 
imposed upon that body ; unless the proposed ordinance is modified in this sense, we believe that it 
will meet with the unanimous opposition of the unofficial members of Council. The statement of 
Assets and Liabilities, the non-receipt of which was the subject of complaint by the Marquess of Ripon, 
in his despatch of the olh April last, has been now presented by the Administrator to the Council, an 1 
has doubtless been received by the Secretary of State : but the accounts so set forth are ni-X c<irfflising 
and unsatisfactory, they seem to disclose a denloraolc condition of financial affairs, and point to very 
radical faults in the method of keeping and presentation of the Public Accounts. Owing to delay in 
the: publication.of the Leeward Islands Blue Book, it is impossible to compare the statement of Rex enue 
and Expenditure of St. Kitts-Nevis in 1894, which would be contained in the Blue Book. with the 
similar statement of the Administrator for the same year. If, however, the statements for the years 

1891-2-3, as appearing in the respective Blue Books and in the Administrator’s statement be corripared, 

serious apparent discrepancies present themselves, as follows

Administrator’s Statement. Blue Bcoks.

1891 ... Deficit about ^8,000 ... ... Deficit about
1892 ... ,, ,, 3,9?2 ... ... Surplus ... 725.
1893 - I „ 694 ................ „ ... 1.279.

1894 ... ,, 4,090

^6,736 
_

• d£7/ /P S; S f' B f f ‘ • itrrtrf \o t A * . . _ 7 r r 't

If from the total of £16,736 the sum of £5,923, ‘afterwards transferred to the Loan Account,’ 
according to the Administrator’s statement, be deducted,, there remains a deficit for the four years, 
1891-4 of £10,813, which is difficult to reconcile with the .figures of the Blue Books, even though the 
statement of deficit or surplus for 1894 is lacking. In any, case the. divergence between the figures of 
the previous three years, as given by the. Administrator and the Blue Books demands serious 
consideration and explanation. It is evident from the Administrator^ statement that for a Considerable 

series of years, loans raised for specific purposes have been largely applied to meet the exigencies < f 
Public Revenue. On 31st December, 1894, General Revenue appears to have been still indebted to 
the loan of 1891 in the sum of £'5,564 4s; 7d., and to the loan of r893>in the sum pf £'9,134 14s. tod. 
The sum of £3,196 8s. 4d. belonging to the Immigration Fund seems also to have been similarly 
appropriated. I am respectfully to inquire under what authority these several transfers were made 
and to point out also the apparent impossibility of extracting from the Blue Books the information 
that such aids to General Revenue had been adopted. It is observed that, according to the 
Administrator’s statement, ‘Wharfage Fund about £*3,500 ’ is ‘ absorbed.’ This sum is not 
included in liabilities, but the entry, though somewhat meagre, suggests at least an appropriation 
resembling those above referred to.

I am desired to submit respectfully to the Secretary of State that such a system of account 
keeping be insisted upon as will furnish as soon as possible after the end of each financial 
year, a plain statement of the actual Revenue and Expenditure of the past year, and of 
assets and liabilities, intelligible to ordinary persons conversant with accounts, and that such 

n in the and forwarded to the Secretary of State
adver e tea N "Pessary to Show-(i) ■ in case of a deficit, how the

balance has been earned over, whether by a previous surplus, loan from bankers, or



met frU8“7s gS is temporarily

Public Debt Account in th Pl P ns be shown in tJurfRerijaifc< ’ the

1 - ' —- Mdg cofi^f is considerably impaired: it is that if
'V ■ a ted upon, the recent serious financial surprises in Antigua Mt, IMSS

-!e. in St. K^-Nevis the taxpayers are suddenly confronted with a deficit
ndng t<. at least WdetfftlK df ?e®. S a feS Sas recBS

7'7 ' ‘ ' thc ’"’Provernent of the harbour of St. John’s. ^3i,ooo has
£l.',ooo should be still This sum has been applied to other works, and money must now
be :j;' / •r”ni some other quarter, or the incomplete harbour works be stopped. "(See Message of 

J:he pre^ejit Gg^eg^ |o. Legislative Wj5i printed

7 z ' "■ 3^1 August, 1895.) Reverting to the present financial condition of St.
K ' -s-rh. the most rigid economy is an absolute necessity, and the current revenue' should be 

t<> meet ordinary current needs. And expenditure not absolutely required, should, it is. 
>ubmn!ud be at once curtailed. Certain items in the last published Budget and in the Administrator’s, 

statement suggest at least the possibility of some retrenchment in this direction. (Signed) Arthur 
M. Lke.” The following is the substance of the reply:—“ C. O., 17th September, 1895. The 
Secretary of State must adhere to the terms of the proviso with regard to the repayriient of the sum 

appropriated from the Immigration Fund to the general revenue of St. Kitts-Nevis. He has 
decided to send out a member of this Department to act for a time as Auditor-General of the 
Leeward Islands, to investigate and report upon the financial position of the several Presidencies, and 
on the system of accounting and audit therein.”

COCOA.—Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co. report (Trinidad, September 4th), limited supplies. 
Next crop will be late and no prospect of important deliveries for some time. Local prices maintained. 
Shipments from last October to date 142,500 bags,-against 120,930 for same period last year. New 
Venezuelan crop will be late owing to dry weather. Although heavy showers more rain was wanted in 
Trinidad for general cultivation. London public sales (September 17th) went off slowly. Trinidad 

sold at previous rates, but sometimes easier for fine.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—In France it seems doubtful if the hot, dry weather has promoted 
saccharine richness, which will vary in notable proportions according to weather. Many factories are 
at work. In Germany and Austria rains have improved the state of the crop. For the whole of 
Europe the cultural yield is less than last year, while the saccharine strength is better at the present 
time than same time last year, subject to the next month’s weather. No estimates of production yet 
p. -ible. The upward movement of the market generally has been attributed to a belief in Paris that 
there will be an ultimate important deficiency in the Beet-root crop. How far this is justified remains 
to be seen. Mr. Czarnikow reports (19 September) an increased trade demand, which can only be 
supplied by buyers submitting to an advance. The statistical position is said to be improving, but 
importance is attached to the quantities of new crop Beet sugar which will appear during the next few 
weeks and the effect they will have. In the absence of crop news, no estimates can be formed. With 
regard to Cane, Cuban news remains as before ; the effect of the insurrection upon crops, while said by 

some authorities to be serious, or likely to be so, requiring confirmation. Java telegrams report a firm 

market and a late crop.
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VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow, 19th September)^ Europe and Cargoes .afloat to Eur .p., 

1,020,210 tons, against 347,0'77 ; United States 214,000, against 228,298.; Cuba 212,000, against 17,414- 

Total 1,446,210 tons, against 592,789. 
■ : - • - ' •

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings 37 weeks, 597^5° tons, against 522.440 ; 

Deliveries 520,573, against 531,830 ; Stocks 137,220, against 69,067.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—(Czarnikow), 88 per cent. 9s. u4d. against us. lAd.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.— Demerara none. Trinidad (per favour of Mc»r>. Gi 4 r 
Turnbull & Co. and the Colonial Company, Ltd.). August 27th.—Heavy rains. 2<ili—Her.y
rains beneficial to cultivation. 18th September.—Weather too dry. Barbados tper h o: Ak : 
Wilkinson & Gaviller). 26th August.—Rains have continued since our last cable. 2nd September.— 
Heavy rains generally throughout the Island. 10th.—Weather all that could be desired. Aim^na 
(per favour of G. G. MacAndrew (deceased) Estate). 5th September.—Good rains gunc:.uy to the 
extent of 7 inches since last mail.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be'sent to the Secretary. A 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year. and • -
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian new.- - : 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing Ju -T 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note. In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad t<> 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 123.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C, 

216*/ October, 1895.

5L^A.R QUESTION.—TO? proposed representations to Ministers are being strongly 

having no \ ° ®",eS.’ Br,t,sh Gu,ana has sent home a most important and influential memorial,
ha mg no less than 672 s.gnatures. The Legislature of Barbados, in a joint address from the Council 
an,. Assembly, have also officially represented the matter to the Secretary of State. Mr. Chamberlain’s 
recent despatches to British Guiana contained suggestions-- for its development, and admitted that the 
depressed condition of the Colony is owing largely to the effect of foreign bounties.

SLGAR. Several estimates of the Beet crop have been put forward, showing considerable 
variation, but all considerably under the previous production. Mr. Licht (21st September) summarizes 
these estimates, the total ranging from 3,830,000 tons to 4,150,000 tons against, 4,846,000 in 1894-5. 
Taking a mean of 4,000,000 tons, this shows an expected deficit of 846,000, fairly equivalent to the 
extinction of the large excess of visible supplies, which has had such a depressing influence upon the 
Market. , . /

Another estimate which has attracted much attention is that of Mr. Gieseker, the Belgian 
statistician. On September 29th, he issued the.following estimate :—

1895-6 
Tons.

1894-5 
Tons.

France ... 592,000 792,000
Belgium 207,000 285,000
Holland ............... 108,000 85,000
Germany 1,320,000 1,845,000
Austria Hungary 740,000 1,060,000
Russia ... 590,000 620,000
Others ... ... ... 130,000 ... ... 160,000

Total ... 3,687,000 4,847,000

This shows a deficit of 1,160,000 tons, but it would be safer to take lower figures. There is no doubt 
that in consequence of less sowings, the Beet crop of 1895-6 will be considerably less than 1894-5. 
Weather has also had a considerable part in this result. The rains reported in France, for instance, 
can hardly recompense for the long dry season. There is no doubt that in France, the yield per acre 
of roots is reduced, but the yield of Sugar from the roots has been well maintained. The Journal des 
Fabricants estimates that the French Sugar crop will be 25 per cent, less than 1894-5. all 
European countries the acreage sown, and the weight of roots per acre, is less, although as above 
stated, the yield of Sugar is good. The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, therefore, (October 9,) 
contemplates a general reduction of Beet Sugar production of 1,000,000 tons.

At the same time, the weather has a considerable influence, and the above estimates must be 
taken as tentative. They had the effect of a considerable improvement in prices for the time. Owing 
however to the dulness of the Market this week, (October 16th,) a quantity of Trinidad and Barbados 

has been bought in, nislqmbo sieqqidB Ww jevewoi
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In Germany the Deutsche Zucker-Industrie (October nth) reports changeable weather, and 
there is no material change in crop prospects. The rains favoured an increase of weight in roots, but 
without much injury to quality. There may be a smaller yield per acre, but even a b :ter qualify 
than last year may be, in many districts, expected. There are still many large areas to be reaped, and 
it is doubtful if accurate estimatescan yet be formed; Austria Hungary’s production in the two first 

months of crop 1895-6 show a decided decrease as against 1894-5.
Messrs. H. Clark, de Silva & Co., (Liverpool, 8th October,) report an active demand in United 

States for both raw and refined. Reports from Cuba are to the extent of 500,000 to 700,000. against 
over 1,000,000. (Even if the crop is only 250,000 tons less, the effect on the general supply must be 
material.) The Louisiana crop is late, and said to be 20 per cent, less than last year. “ According to 
present appearances (.Messrs. Clark say,) a deficiency of 300,000 to 400,000 in Cane ci < > must be 
expected?’ The return to normal values is being discussed as to the effect on future sowing-, but on 

the whole the future looks favourable for prices.

as to the effect on future sowings, but on

The total crops are given as follows :—
1894-5 
Tons.

1893-4 
Tons.

Cane ............... 3,022,000 ...............
Beet ............... 4,842,000 ...............

3,043,000
3,890,000

Total Cane and Beet 7,864,000

VISIBLE SUPPLIES. (Clark, 8th October)—
1895.
Tons.

Europe and afloat for Europe ... ... 912,000
United States ... ... ... ... 190,000

Do. afloat to ... ... ... 96,000
Cuba ... X. ... ... ... ... 194,000

0? / ? Total cc.. ... 1,392,000

6,933,°°°

1894. 
Tons.

339,000
187,000

73,000
18,000

.4. 617,000
QCO. = 8 I ... . . OO

Mr. Czarnikow (17th October) ... ... ... ... 1,156,989 48l,8l9

coo.osd ... ••• 000,095 ••• • '• '
CUSTOMS PENALTIES, UNITED STATES.—In continuation of previous correspondence 

the following Letter is printed. “ W. I. C. to Foreign Office. 26th September, 1895. The Under
secretary, Sir,—With reference to -previous correspondence on the subject of the practice in force in the 
United States of penalizing consignments of Sugar from the British West India Islands, I beg respectfully 
to inquire whether any information has been received from Her Majesty’s Charge cT Affaires at 
Washington. It has already been pointed out to you that Shippers, with the intention of being as accurate 
as possible, have sometimes not the means of obtaining a sufficiently close analysis by which they can 
estimate the value of their Sugar upon its arrival at New York. From a careful consideration of a 
number of invoices which have been submitted to-us, we are convinced that every means is taken 
to; secure a correct estimate of the value based on the polariscope test and the New York quotation 
of the-day, there being no local markets, in the ordinary sense, as a guide to value. We have been 
informed that the Customs officers simply take the duty paid price, without due allowance for charges, 
and without testing the Sugar. Might we ask that the Treasury Department at Washington should 
be requested to issue a Circular stating distinctly what charges are dutiable and non-dutiable 
respectively? Also that the test value of the Sugar tested in the Islands before shipment be taken 
by the Customs so that the Sugar may be fairly appraised, in all particulars. Apart from the above, 
however, what Shippers strongly complain of is that when the assessment in New’ York, arbitrarily



ved at as far as we know, is found to exceed the irivoibe' amount by io per cenU heavy penalties 
are inflicted, and so frequent have been these penMtibs that th^ threaten to put a stop io the SuW 
trade between some of the West India Islands and the United.States.. W think it may be assumed 
that the penalties imposed by the Legislature were intended to check fraiuJ; arid were never intended 
to punish honest shippers doing their best to conform to the law. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chaimidn?"

The above has been forwarded by the .Foreign Officerto the British Embhssy: at Washington. 
In the meantime the master has been considered’ by the Board of Appraisers in New York, and 
according to the latest information kindly forwarded by a London West India house, 14Tb Oct., founded 
upon a letter irom tneir New York house, dated 5th Oct., “it is now certain that all penalties where 
the excess in value is caused by too low an invoice test, will"be remitted.” The Foreign Office are 
about to send to the West India Committee, the result of the representations made by the British 
Embassy to the United States Government. An important case is pending in the Courts, which will 
show whether declarations to the effect that the goods are of such a description, or “as may be found so 
on examination in the port of arrival.” In the meantime the Secretary has been favoured with an 
extract from the Journal oj Commerce of New York recapitulating the personal and other 
communication, which ivas held some months ago by the sugar importers of New York, with the 
Treasury Officials in Washington, and stating the bearing of the law upon this subject. All this 
information is important and will be useful in case of any further proceedings by- the West India 
Committee.

BRITISH GUIANA.—Copy has been received of Surgeon General’s Circular (17th September) 
on Dietary and Medicines in Estates’ Hospitals ; also copy of regulations for the proper arrangement 
and management of certified hospitals on estates, under the Immigration Ordinances of 1891 and 
1894. The Mail reports’ fist October) weather very dry. The Secretary of State has sent a 
despatch urging the making of roads in the N.W. district, additions to the police force, and a 
Maxim gun for frontier defence. He is strongly in favour of the development of the gold industry, 
and he says (7th September) that “ inquiries have been made on this side as to the possibility of 
inducing capitalists here to consider the subject” of gold development. The Combined Court 
decided that it was premature to provide for the police and gun as specifically suggested by the 
Secretary of State. The whole matter, especially as so much attention is being devoted to the 
Boundary question, will, no doubt be further developed. Mr. Chamberlain is at Madrid, and 
expected back in London at the beginning of November.

SHIPMENTS TO 3RD OCTOBER.

Su^ar. Rum, Coflfee, Cocoa, Asphalt, Gold,

Tons. Puns. Lbs. Lbs. Tons. Ozs.

British Guiana 1895—35,043 ... 11,696 ... — 118,290 ... — 83,963

Do. ... 1894—41,470 ... U,I32 — 36,389 — — 86,885

Trinidad ... 1895—51,000 ... 1,749 ... 50,720 . .. 22,838,000 ... 63,011 ... —

Do. ... 1894—45,942 700 ... 12,800 .... 17,060,000 ... 77,527 —

Barbados ... 1895—36,223 — ... — ,, — — —

Do. ... 1894—64,708 — ... — ,. ---- ... — —

COCOA.__Mincing Lane supplies moderate, with steady tone. Trinidad met a good steady 
demand chiefly sold at firm prices, to slightly dearer for low and medium. Small Grenada supply sold 
at recent advance. Other kinds steady. Trinidad sold at 5 is. and 53s. to 60s. and 67s. for superior. 
Trinidad reports (Messrs. Gordon Grant & Co.) practically no deliveries. Owing to recent dry 
weather, next crop will be late. Limited supplies probable for some time. Weather on Mainland 

very dry, and Venezuelan deliveries very restricted.
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SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—41 weeks. Landings at four principal ports, 642,768 

tons, against 555,964. Deliveries 583)087 against 576*290* Stocks 119)624 against % .131.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—(Czarnikow, 17th October.) 88 percent. 10'9 against 10- 

last year.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of The Colonial Company, Limited, 
Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co. and Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.,) 1st October.—\\ cither 
too dry. 12th.—Nice rains have fallen. 14th—Weather continues too dry* (Per favour of 
Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co.,) 17th.—Too dry. Trinidad.—None. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. 
Wilkinson & Gaviller.) 24th September.—All that can be desired. 8th Octc her.— Heavy rains 
generally throughout the Island.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Sccicar . Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and ther 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members fr^e. Members receiving telegraphic advico with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapt rs. 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary lor filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Ofike.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C ,

l$th November, 1895.
nijovcd oni inguont orf jnobgnizl botinU aril faaisgK as ion lud .soiilnuoO h • nicDn

THE DEPL FATION.—Mr. Chamberlain received at the Colonial Office, on 14th November 
one of the largest and most influential West India Deputations (including representatives of Engineering 
and Chemical Manure firms) that ever waited upon a Colonial Minister. A full report and list of names 
will be issued later on. Mr. W. F. Lawrence, M.P., introduced the Deputation. Mr. Ngvile Lubbock 
explained, upon the basis of the Memorials which had been addressed to the. Secretary of State by all 
the Colonies, the present unsatisfactory condition of the British Cane Industry, and declared that it 
was a great injustice that such an industry should be governed by the Legislation of Foreign Countries. 
Sugar was the staple industry of the Colonies and the means of the subsistence of the population- He 
drew attention to the following letter addressed by the West India Committee to Lord Salisbury, 
25th October.—‘‘My Lord Marquess. In previous correspondence with Her Majesty’s Government, 
we have called attention to the important and influential Memorials which have been addressed to Her 
Majesty’s Government by British Guiana and the West India Islands upon the effect of the Sugar 
Bounties granted by European Powers. The effect of those bounties has been to cause an enormous 
over-production of Beet Sugar in the year 1894-5^ resulting in a great depression of prices below the 
cost of production. This has not only affected the Cane Sugar Industry, but has been extremely, 
injurious to the Beet Sugar Industry itself. We beg again to call attention to the evident desire of 
Germany and Austria to come to an understanding with regard to the question of Bounties, especially 
as to their reduction arid final abolition. To this end, Belgium and Holland will no dpubt co-operate, 
the only obstacle to a settlement being apparently France. As the most important Sugar Powers of 
Europe are thus negotiating between themselves as to their future policy with regard to Bounties, and 
asrin the interest of their own Finances and their o^h Sugar Industries^ it is evident that there :is a , 
disposition on the part' of Germany and Austria to reduce and eventually to abolish the granting, of. 
Bounties, may we hope Her Majesty’s Government, representing and responsible for the interests of 
the British Sugar producing Colonies, will do all that is possible to encourage this movement on the 
part of Foreign Governments, by assuring them, of the cp-operation ■ of Her Majesty’s Government in 
bringing about such a desirable settlement; and of the willingness of Her Majesty’s Government to 
take part in any negotiations for a Conference to be held in sucjy central part as may bq determined 
upon for the purpose of assisting at any common agreement that may be possible for the general 

abolition of Bounties. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

Mr. Lubbock said the above letter contained the wish of the Deputation, and he strongly 
urged that Mr. Chamberlain should, in accordance with the memorials he had received from the 
Colonies, induee Her Majesty’s Government, by laying the matter especially before Lord Salisbury, to 
encourage the negotiations now going on between Foreign Powers for the mutual reduction and 
abolition of bounties. Mr. Sandbach Parker, on behalf of the West India Association of Liverpool, 
confirmed the statements in the British Guiana memorial as to the Sugar industry. Mr. Greig (of 
Messrs. Gregor Turnbull & Co.) approved, on behalf of Trinidad proprietors in Scotland, of the 
statements which had been made regarding the Sugar Industry. He was followed by the 
Hon. Sir George C. Pile, President of the Legislative Council of Barbados, and by the
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Hon. W. K. Chandler, Member of the Legislative Council of that island, explaining the entire 
dej^den^ of large population of Barbados upon the Sugar Industry. Mr. A. M. Lee

referred at length to the condition of the Sugar Industry in the Leeward Islands, and a St. Lucia 

representative was present to speak on behalf of that island.

Mr. Chamberlain express^fn  ̂ regretted the operation of

the Bounties. He referred to the possible establishment of other industries, although it was pointed 

out to him that Sugar, from natural conditions, and the enormous amount of capital invested in it. 

was the maip staple ..With regard to trade relations with the United States, on a preferential basis a' 

against Foreign Countries, but not as against the United Kingdom, he thought the Favoured Nation 
Treaties with Germany and Belgium were an obstacle. . He said that, as th^ United S^atp^ b,y .Customs 

penalties and other restrictions, had himAerea importatums into me’United States^ v h\ si n the 
West Indies make a preferential arrangement—as was within their power—with Canada. (The 
explanation giVeil to him was'that no risk could be incurred with respect, tp the United State* market : 

that Canada could’ h’ot p’dssibly take the entire produce of the British West Indies.; that negotiation* 
toBk placdAome ^e^f§!ago for a trade relation'between Jamaicaand Canada, but that this fell through, 

be'eatrse' Lord Derby 'iAsfeted upon the whole of the West India Colonies being ‘included, which 

would, Of cotrrse; take aw^y all the advantages of the arrangement, besides risking retaliatory 
action on the part 'of theUhited Statesi) Chamberlain referred to the Gold Indotrv
of British Guiana, and said that he “had placed at his disposal^ a large am

the development of this industry, or at all events, capital could be obtained. He referred to the 

present System of “ placers ” and “surface washings’’ and said that with proper capital a prop cti< :. c e 
reStilt could be Obtained. (He was reminded that the ^500,000 of gold.exported, cost that amount t > 
obtain, and that with regard to railways, roads^ anf other means of communication, it was not fair to 
place the c.x])cnse upon the Sugar Industry, although everyone Connected ^th the Colony :: ■ ig] 
approved of the development of the Gold Industry, and would assfst it as fa

Mr. Chamberlain made some remarks on the incidence of taxation in British Guiana, (and he was 
reminded, that the Colony was essentially a Sugar Colony, and that the whole populati

the Bounty question, he would communicate with hi- cc Hea . - 
to see what'cduld be done. He did hot think the present Parliament, any more than the last one, 
would approve of countervailing duties. (It was pointed out to Mr. Chamberlain that the existin 
negotiations between Germany, Austria, and other Powers, did not involve countervailing duties, nor 

of promised to qo^amcate with his colleagues as t<

nuhcncag the negotiations now proceeding between Foreign Powers.

CUSTOMS PENALTIES—UNITED STATES.—The following is the latcsFcommunicati m 
from the Foreign Office :—The Chairman, Sir,—With reference to the letter from this < Glee, of the 
end instant, ! am directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to inform you that Her Majesty’s Ch.u_ 
d’Affaires at Washington has received a reply td his tepreseiitatibns"respecting the practice ,in force in 
the United States of imposing a penalty upon d&fi^i^hmerits of sugar in certain Cases, to the following 
effect. The Secretary of the United States Treasury states that the question whether additional duty 

under Suction 7 of the Act of Congress of August 2otn, 1894, is properly imposed when the increase of 
the value of the unit is due to a change of conmlion during the voyage of importation, am! the furthei 
question whether an Pnvoice is legal when tb.e value is stated, therein, conditionally with reference t< 
. f . ;j b { I" t: . .>0 ml ‘ : j ’, mi 7/1 .1 . • g P ' • ; V i - f 1 • • 1the increase or decrease of polanzatioi^ and weight to be determined at the pprt of d< iq are naw

pending in the uRitea States Circuit Court for the Southern District of New York, but that while the 

impontiwn of penal (additional) duty umler the iaw1, pendmj^he^e^^ ’ tl. 
imperative, the United States Treasury Department ha-. ./.h.. ..
appfeaHbn, fttfponmr to remit sueft' penalises? T. fd. Sanderson..

orfl vd bm: ^obfidisH lo lionuoO avitElhigoT aril to nijbn.utT .oitM .

» .D-jvoKnn^ (.oj 'IIuM(nuT“ISioiue^Slo9l 
■ s availed ItSell, in all proper cast s



SL G AR PROSPECTS.—Mr. Licht has estimated the Beet crop at 4,000,000 tons. 
Mr. Giesecker still continues his estimate of a deficiency of 1,000,000 tons. The Cane crops (principally 
Cuba) show a deficiency of 375,000 tons.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow.) 1,273,555 tons against 744.582 tons.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow.) 10 4 against 9/7.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of the Colonial Company, Limited, 
Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co., Messrs. John McConnell & Co.) 22nd October.—Too dry. 
31st October and 5th November.—Too dry. 13th November.—Partial showers have fallen Trinidad 
(per favour of the Colonial Company, Limited.) 6th November.—Showery and favourable for 
cultivation. Barbados (per Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller.) 5th November.—Good showers, but partial.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 

machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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i6f7z December, 1895.

THE DEPUTATION.—The following letter has been addressed to the Secretary of State. 
21st November, 1895. Sir,—I have the honour to thank you for your kind reception of the 

Deputation from this Committee on Thursday last. Our main object was to ask you, Sir, to induce 
Her Majesty s Government to influence, if possible, the negotiations now proceeding between the 
Foreign Sugar Powers on the question of bounties, as we feel sure that no arrangement can ever be 
arrived at except with the co-operation of Her Majesty’s Government, which we believe would be 
considered essential by every one of the Governments concerned. In the Standard of to-day it is 
announced that the Sugar Tax Reform Bill has been laid before the Federal Council of Germany 
by the Prussian Government. It provides that the Sugar bounties should be raised from 1.25 Marks 
to 4 Marks the 100 kilos, provided the International negotiations for the total abolition of bounties 
fall through. Although this is perhaps only a local expression of opinion on behalf of the Prussian 
Government, its tendency is obvious. Such an aggravation of the war of bounties as is proposed 
would be disastrous to all concerned, and especially to the British Sugar industry, and we would 
humbly urge upon you, Sir, that the time has arrived for the exercise of the good offices of Her 
Majesty’s Government towards a settlement of the question. (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

Further information published in the Times of November 28th and 30th, shows that the proposed 
Bill for increasing the bounties was premature and subject to much hostile criticism, and that even the 
Prussian Council of Ministers are not unanimous in its favour, and there is a feeling against “ com
pensating the landlords interested in beet-root out of the pockets of the general taxpayers.” The Bill 
proposes to increase by about one-third, i.e. by 31,500,000 M., the present yield of the consumption tax, 
but of this increase only 11,500,000 M. are to go to the Treasury, the remaining 20,000,000 being 
intended to increase export bounties. There are certain limitations to check over-production ; the 
general effect of the measure being to raise the actual market price of retail sugar about 20 or 25 
per cent. The increase of bounties, therefore, is bound to become a heavier burden upon the finances 
of Germany, and is consequently unpopular. All these movements show how opportune the time is 
for the intervention of the British Government, and it is hoped the opportunity will not be missed.

The question now arises as to further steps by the West India Committee. Mr. Chamberlain 
told the Deputation that the present House of Commons would refuse to impose countervailing 
duties. It remains to be seen whether the present House will allow the extinction of a great 
Colonial Industry to be brought about by foreign bounties. Even the last House, with a 
Liberal Government in power, passed a Resolution against the importation into the United 
Kingdom of subsidized (or prison-made) goods, and it has been determined to test the opinion 
of the present House of Commons by inviting Members who have shown an interest in the subject to 
a Conference at the Westminster Palace Hotel, at the time of the meeting of Parliament for next 
Session. By this means it is intended that pressure should be put upon the Government to show a 
practical interest in the bounty question, at least by negotiation and offers of co-operation with the 
Sugar Powers who have expressed themselves desirous of abolishing bounties.
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■ ' deal of information has been acquired with regard to the inefficiency of

the coolie labourers, and the reasons why it is possible that the statutory wages may not in all cases 
be earned. One reason is that the coolies often prefer to cultivate their rice fields rather than work on 
estates. Another is the ineffectual character of the medical inspection both before embarkation in 
India and upon arrival in Trin^sSJ Ki&tfin^^asAI Q t the provisions of the Trinidad
Law in ^g^r^^^^nGp^j^^ q^es^ppg of ^^ consolidation of the Agencies in India has
been often discussed; especially in regard to increased efficiency in recruiting, and the selection of 
emigrants bob’ll eligible'hnd capable. But this question rests with the British Guiana and Trinidad 
Legislatures. An amendment of the law in Trinidad is being considered, and as a new Protector of 
immigrants is .shortly tp be appointed in Trinidad, it might be well to await his appointment, when 
the ion can be thoroughly considered -W—MOTTATOTaa 3HT
SB E no%qS-,m bmS woy l&erff oJ loonori 9lb J—??8l

dlW feprop.,rebate expense of
p up in •r.-reidud, is also a nratter^^b a I Aid W be W ( * of the

ILS of State as effec«^s^ible at the opp. 0

^aDlucw svpus!^ noinw \ Jnammsvoi : 10H to n<Hl£ioqo-< >j aril rfllW JQ99X9 n. bovn

er Ji 7£b-oi lo VujWvAZ arh nl .bomoonoo zra^mnidyoD orb lo yna’HW - b

rencreyred’
bcingj^cfetft^.^d^^^ t • ’

naio-mH orb lo llsdod no noiniqo lo noie^arqxo IeooI £ vino aqchioq ei eirB rfguodjlA .dguoidl HG
BRI1ISII GUIANA.-nrA copy of the, Bf^ Boo^^r *’

^L^irf^uoTJ^Ezib ad bioow

laH lo saorfio boog aril lo 921019x9 odl io! bovirrB aerf omij 9fb J£rfl ,ii8 fuoy noqu agio yldmud

Gillespie; Bnathvrsv ^'cw Y
refers to the weakening of the United States Market on account of the reported increase of the German 
fenVies'? ^uf/as preym^^^ doubt

'flic feci esfenaies'are^ and. whh'n’t particular auhoti^Q.

xvdsole^
next year. Silva T i ;»itedJStates are
fa^tmo-U'aiVd1^1^'pmbatte•kK^'bd!'talt^'rt’ i:Cc account. W4u£>isi 
i^afly wa^e^ o^c^^ffi^Aod^ih Jthe bdnHWenl^ nuti. ai - n
bounties * ancP ^cise^^ufies3 are J^krtlfiriqir£ dfi^^lirs hdr ipieseftt
‘bonification ^raJncecJ 5 Be^fi Sli^f'^h^ytry;dcPset-m diiposedr
accorcfing |:o tke^oz/rk^C^^ ^r^£r¥d''any f^'drf^fldf’^^ kr-^o ’and v44nply‘prcach
a soiidarftVo/^mte^ Lt is ex ideut.
from aft tkis^^a^thV wiioY^^s^f&rn^iVb^^rfe^fqU^fibn^lPes^b^K^eirf^ebA-iftri^^ anfl France, and the' 

British Government is the proper, and likely to be the most-effective, intermediary.
nisrodmsd'J ,iM .sanimmoJ sibnl JaoVZ odi 7d aq^le rjiLnd oj w »^«is aeiiM arfT 
gcilu.7umuoj saoqmi ot seutei Mdqw ^.nor ■ »yoH .

1 he weather has. been mild in France, but there has been a ^general temne t.” The French 

cstimatec., in ra^^u^r^.^t 630,^00 tons, against 821,000 in 18 >4-?. In (
^.bepn ^yop^le^^^ Licht^^^ Fis estimgte at Kg-yooc b-r^ in ra^ Igai'ti/t 
1,8x4.586 4Tc7.c c se< n (H
accepted estimate or ju>t above ^000^00 ^ons $s compared wRl) I? ^4-5. & 
following ]VIr..I7icht’s, 4,090,^00 tons i(8^ agaipst'4,806,000 in 1^64-5.

£ vzoda oi JnammoyoO orfj noqu Juq od bluorfe vuj-> >■" id h ’
1 COCOA.-fMessrs. Gordon, Grant Co., Trinidad. 271!, XwemU-r u Sreg re ■ restri 

owing to heavy rams. There will' further pickings o! -consequence until M.oJ..



3

is active. The crop on the main land is late. The supplies in Mincing Lane are moderate, with a 
rather dull market tone. Trinidad was firm, realizing for superior marks from 63/ to 67/. It seems 
likely that after Christmas the cocoa market will be stronger.

SUGAR, \ ISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Messrs. Clark, 9th December.) Europe and afloat to 
Europe, 1,466,000, against 941,000 tons ; United States and afloat to 226,000, against 240,000 tons ; 
Cuba 137,000, against 14,000 tons. Total Stocks 1,829,000, against 1,195,000 tons. (Czarnikow, 
12th December.) Total visible supplies 1,974,560, against 1,323,438.

SL GAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Total landings at four principal ports to 7th December, 
764,568, against 674,354 tons. Deliveries 710,737, against 695,210 tons. Stocks 113,774, against 
57,601 tons.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET ROOT.—88 % (Czarnikow). 10 8£ to 10’9, against 8 7-L

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co., 
Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co., and the Colonial Company, Limited), 30th November and 4th December. 
—Heavy rains generally. 10th December.—Rainy season has set in. nth.—Fine, with occasional 
light showers, nth.—Showery and favourable for cultivation. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. 
Wilkinson & Gaviller), 2nd December.—Heavy rains generally throughout the island.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers^ 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration • also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 

machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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13/// January, 1896.

JHjgjiq is jon hw hwmmazoT) 3 tJI jk.Ji ui-Jj J ji anobsoinunimoo evods gdi mol'd
SUGAR BOUNTIES QUESTION.—The decision,of Her Majesty’s Government, so far as the 

. J1 . . . * ’od io noinlod^ edi eoneuftni oj aq^Js zns oto
present position 1$ concerned, is given in the. following communications :—

- J x> j/mg nous soon Ji as gnivlovni joiJ/ab zidi
1. Reply to the British Guiana Petition. British Guiana Government to R. G. Duncan, Esq.,. 

F.R.,' arid other sigriers of the Sugar Bounty Petition. Government Secretary’s Office,, Depiprar^,. 

9th December, 1895 :—‘“Gentlemen,-—I haVe the honour by. desire of'the Acting Governor, toinform you 

that the Secretary of State for the Colonies in acknowledgingjthelueceipt . of tl^ Memorial, from thp 

Planters, Merchants and others, on the subject of Foreign Sugar Bounties, has requested that the 

Memorialists may be informed that he has given the rrtost jcarpful eonsider^tjon foffhejrapplication, 

and- Fas’ also had the advantage of receiving ;a full further statement p^.the case from the Members of the. . j j.u j loqxei Uigms
West India Committee; representing the Sugar'Planters in all.the. West Indian Colonies. . That Her 

Majesty’s Government are deeply' sensible of the disadvantages binder which the industry has so long 

laboured in consequence of the bounties given by some r Foreign. Countries, That .there is sonje reason 

to believe that these Countries are" themselves becoming aWare of the hu£Ghiqy^ Policy

On their own revenues and interests, and in aceordarice .with the^Xpressechyvish of t^e Deputation above 

referred to, Her Majesty’s Government will take advantage of'.any favourable opportunity to bring 

home to the mind of the Powers concerned, the inadvisability of continuing a system wh^j^ p^t only 

injurious to the Petitioners', but is also disastrous to the true interests,pf the Countries in, question. 

With regard ter the increase dfT Governrhent expenditure referred to AP paragraph 22 of the petition, 

R&. Chamberlain desires that you should be reminded that it hasolqrgely beyn incurred in assisting 

Indian Immigration to provide labour for the Sugar Planters. (Signed) Francis Villiers.’’

Jnamms/oD flebhcl orb yd noithoq-iatni ync to ooneadn adj ni aiev/oG ngiaioH.
2. Letter of Colonial Office to Chairman West India Committee, 18th December, 1895 :— 

“Sir,—I am directed by Mj. Seeretpry Chapiberlajn, to ackiiowfo^ige^theReceipt of your letter of the 

2ist ultimo, and to inform you that, in accordance with what he understands from that letter to be the
7 " 1 « / iJfSUUllX Ollj

wish of the; Deputation, whom-he received on the 14th ultimo,, he has addressed representations to 

the Marquis of Salisbury in the sense indicated in his speech on that occasion. Mr. Chamberlain 

desires me at the same time to convey to you the assurance that he is fully alive to the force of the 

arguments against the present system of Sugar Bounties, but that he is of opinion that the best prospect 

of relieving- the Sugar Industry from the artificial competition from which they suffer, lies m bringing 
 '■ ■ । .J .J ird o; ■ . 

home to foreign Governments the factTtha.t.their present policy confers a benefit on the sugar consumers 
°.................................................................. U 55-

of this country at the expense of their own taxpayers. (Signed) Edward Wingfield.
. /TSindud ni JnaimriuvoU
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.921 West India Committee, 31 st December, 1895 Sir,—I am dirtied by

the Marquis of Salisbury to inform you that your letter of the 25th October, on the subject <d f c <a 

sugar bounties, has been considered in consultation with the other Departments of Her Majv*t\ \ 

Government concerned in the^tSsliS! sAi^&HrepI^tHAA/Her Majesty’s Government do

not think that any.good purpose would be served by proposing at the present time the resumption of 

international negotiations for the suppression of these bounties. (Signed) Francis Bertie."

• 'Ari

From the above communications it is clear that Her Majesty’s Government will no: at pn ' nt 
_ _ .

take any steps to influence the abolition of bounties"by Foreign Powers. It Is not pr ’p'- ept
..... . . • gnoiiEoinnmfnoo pfiiyzcjlol^ < w 1 *this decision, involving as it does such grave injustice to the British Sugar ( ' J

Parliament meets in Februaryra meeting will be arranged at the Westminster Palace ILr n

Members of Parliament and all who are engaged in the British Colonial Sugar Indu . v.

both of action in the House ofcCommons, and. of a' Parliamentary and Wc< Indian dcjmt.ni-r

Lord Salisbury m the early part>of the Session.

orb isrb bo^eoupor' <£rl fat>iinuo3 urguB ugioroH 'to jjyidm

BOUNTIES.—In Austria-Huiigar^ the total amount distributed by the State in the : .. S

Sugar Export bounties must not exceed the sum of ^416,000 in any one yea- • • W0 **

refunded to the Treasury according to a fra rata calculation. In the State pud
and in 1893-4, ^"8o8,8*92 ; but of this.latter amount, jf392,000 is reported as having been ntuaco: 

to the State. As to France, Sir J. Crowe, who is said to be an influuir ndcii

Chib, gives the following particulars : The bounties given to Sugar, producers are r.i i. - . : 

duty being on the basis of 6 Kilos of refined Sugar to 100 Km must

therefore be an endrmous bounty obtained'r;: in 1887-8 this amounted t<> 48 ip idiom "a.,

say ^2,000,000 sterling. Subsequent arrangements were made, but it quite clear tbaf

French Sugar Industry is in-the receipt of two millions sterling. With regard to Germany the 

direct bounties on exportation were 1.25 mafks per 100 Kilos. These bounties arc still uxKing. 

subject to any further legislation, which contemplated the increase from 1.25 to 4 mark' per 

100 Kilos. bJo great dependence can be placed upon any proposed reduction of bounties bv 

Foreign Powers in the absence of any interposition by the British Government.

rtl8i .^JimmoO isibnl ieeW uurmiKriD d tuiliO Uinolo^ •<, 1
orb I;-. A

THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.—A paper was recently read at the Colonial Institution 

the Sugar Industry. The importance of the meeting centred in Mr. -peech. whidl

unfortunately cannot be reproduced in this Circular, as intended, but must be left over for anothe- 

opportunity.
Srfi to 9/11 Of ovito vllut ,i 3<I J6d| i ?, ( . 

-
BRITISH GUIANA.-Sir Augustus W. L. Hemming. K.C.M.G. b.; ..^pointed

Governor of British Guana in succession to Sir C. C. Lees. K.C.M.G. Arrangements wil) ,, , K . .. 

an interview between our British Guiana Members ami Hi> Exccllemy .'.eparturc for his

Government in February.
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TRINIDAD.— The appointment oi Commander Coombs, R.N. of the Indian Survey, to the 
Prote<kbrSliip of Imtrii^antS in Trinidad, has bedn reidiv&SMt&argehSW'f&elffi^’df'sWsficH^ 

is reported to be well acquainted with the languages, character and customs of the indiaii' Cd61ies:.' '

A YEAR'S SUGAR SUPPLY'. U.K. (BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS).

ill 11 •<««* “W
• 000,4c Refined ... ... ... ... i 694,879 707,368

,00c. I nrefined ... ... ••• 42-, >68,610 4 3,344

1 nial Beet Supply... Ions 998,5.5! i,°63^489 1,160.712

;Cane Sugar-
British West Indies and Guiana
British East Indies 4- 
China and Hongkong 
Mauritius

J3m£O£

jgiiH)—.MOGOP1EH GSTIPIU tdl HAOU8
61,282 84,700 84.659
-2,633 63,412 ?3d°6

79 — —
12,225 13.333 6,6o8-

(.dp8i ,Aij‘3'fi

Total British Cane... Tons 126,219 161,445 144,373
T a-rg^ 

' ^orVign Jn** .boifiJumnouK gjIooiB .5981 ni 500,289, ££ bits ,4981 ni 509,-11,95

Spanish West India Islands ... 4,148 11.529 8,395 ” '
odo;^8;T rb9:hoqX9 lanb 32’9°4

Java ......................................... 75,258 29,192 62,579
Phillipine Islands ... ... 91,380 59,337 71,415
Peru ............................. .... 26,152 16,576 . 36,109
Other Countries............................ 46/102 /1.295

.'■ U . uu -,T^u chum V rr /. f”
Total Foreign Cane Tons 254,358 186,231 252,697

HodqfnsD .ainuO ,ggoH .eiaeaM 10 iuovb'1 T_>q) sohuO riabhS—.Bl^AHDHGGT MGHTAGW 
Total. Supply.

—.19 n»9 U Jais. .(boJinruI ,vn£qmoJ Isinolou ani ons .oC j6 UannoDoM .on! .aiaaaM ..oD » 
Foreign Beet . 998,55! 1,063,489 1,160,712
British Cane ... ... ... 126.219 161,445 144,373
hoieign vane ... ................ 2?4,>>8 186,2^1 2^24^7

Total Sugar Imports Tons 1.379,128' 1,411,165 1,557,782

.yltaovd 7/on ai Jud //ib 00J a^H—,Yi£un£[ .iboiimiJ ..<>3 7> yskmiS .3 .77 bns

SHIPMENTS TO 24TH DECEMBER.
Sugar, Rum. Coffee, Cocoa, Asphalt, . Gold,
Tons. Puns. Lbs? Lbs. - Tons. Ozs.

British Guiana ... 1895—79,087 ... 18,499 ... — ... 132,956 ... — ... 112,374
7 --l T8944—83,989 ...15,767 ... —- ... 67,465 ... , ~ 119,224

Jrinidad ................1895—51,000 ... i,749 ••• 110,600 ...25,367,365 ... 84,103 ... —
Do. ... ... 18^4—45I942 700 ... 13,520 li 1-8^882,89©’... 98,744 Ai —- -

Barbados ... ... 189^__3^22g >J^~jnoa9iq oi fciiqqqggi hajudhi□** ~

aivqEqcvzoH nnibnl JaaW gnr/isooi eiodrnol^ . / uBoiosS udi rmolni oi boJadnpoi bib larljnov/ oi busgst
SUG-AR PROSPECTS.—Journal des Fabricants says t^at the .prices contracted for roots 

will be higher, than last crop. The i895-6,crop of Beet and Cane is likely to sjhow 4 jdeficit,of 950,000 

as against.preceding crop. Mr. Licht now . estimates the deficiency of Beet at 663,000 tons. At all 
■j usl^ uc Ilrw yi£jo*ooc dnJ ,^fiiJaoioini bne Hui ^zuiu jhiO ailEojUm oj ishio nl.-*?.htoPI)
events the Beet crop will be under 4,000,000 tons for 1895-6, as against 4,847,000 in 1894-3. This is 

Hi <ju-jhu pjfrz'j /rj£ 10 siBuJojjTBq oals ; no0£iopi8noo toF <ncjiniqo jhil noilEiniOTni ovij^sr
only Beet, without, of course, taking into account the reduction in the Cuba crop, which some estimates

• ' •• r : ’1 . lnimu.Uc In , ■ ’Uirb.ccr
put at 50 per cent. Messrs. Clark de Silva & Co., 8th January, estimate the total deficiency, including 

Efeet and C'ane, of 1,138,000'tbiis? At the same time, the continued excess in the visible supplies must



that a tw.spo- m the

withdrawal of American orders from this and other markets. Bui. in view Cuo..

be emoleua bun ToloEisrla yogEUgnd orfl dff // ba / •

§UGAR, VISJE^E SUPPLJiI^ Clark, -8th January.? Europe,

; United States 149,000,. against 160,000 tons ; afloat tp United Staler ' : .000.

; Cuba 90,000, against 16,000 tons. Total 2,539,000, again< 1,804.000 t • >.

against 1,776,075 tons ; United States 139.000,

against 1,58^900 tons

against 45,000 tons
(Mr. Czarmko^ 9th January),_ Europe 2,34

1.124
2,101

against tons ; Cuba 96,660*, against i6,b6otons. Total 2,541.101. again-t i',948,847 ton*.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—(First week, 1896.) Imports 9744. - ' •
007,4^ :

Deliveries.,12,970, against 8,076 tons. Stocks 106,594, against 59,417 ton>.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88: % (Czarnikow). 109 against 8 Sf.

COCOA.—Messrs, CM, & C. Woodhouse report a total of imports of 42,666,852 !bs. against 

39,115,963 in 1894, and 32,982,005 in 1893. Stocks accumulated, but since September there ha* :h cn 

a gradual reduction. Out of,the above total of imports for 1895, 24,484,502 Jb^. were * r h me 

consumption’ against 22,4^1^58 in 1894. Therbwere exported1 11,879,060 against 7$kc.257 St ks 

26,063,465 against 21,9357539.- Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co. (24th December), report • : . • 

liberal scale, weather suitable for picking and drying. Advices from consumin . tused a rather

weaker feeling. Arrivals from Venezuela were limited.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—British Guiana (per favour of Mom?. Hogg, Cwtis, Car..? e I
___  _ _ .. I £ TnT

& Co., Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co., and the Colonial Company, Limited 1.
’ si -pc ■. ■ i n 7

Favourable for cultivation generally, but too 1 dry in. Berbice. 21 st.—Modurav
21st December.— 

c rain* continue.
23rd.—Showery and unsettled. 10th January—Too dry for the cultivation. 1 ith. W ea: and

rain walked. THnidad (pier ’faVbur of the Colonial,-Company, Limited, Messrs. C. Icnnant, X C >.. 

and Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Limited). 3rd January.—Has been too dry, but is now favourable. 

9th.—Rain has fallen heavil^J1 ^^th.^Heavy rains continue. Barbados ( our of Messrs. 

Wilkinson & Gaviller). 17th December and 1st January.—All that can be desired.
... — ... d?Qtsri ... — ... ppp/i ••• \8o, 7 x- : ... z. , - -

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the v - :arv. A' • 
— ... ... 7.7,7:. ... ooc.oTi ... ••• c

subscriptions of One.Guinea and upwards, entitling)Bubscrihe^ to. Circular for a year, and :h w 

papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic ad’ ...
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian new spaper>. 

and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secrctarv for filing at the office. 

^Subscribers and others’ visiting England are requested to Send their addresses to this Office.
Us 1A .enol ooo,£bb is lesS lo Yonoiodob adi eslaniilea w it

. (Note.—In order to make.this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad t >
81 ““J 000^84, a* ipl enol poo 000a. i^bmj Ld J

receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
.dEmiw. 8/ioidw ,CTpra £duO erU qi noiloubtn orfl imfooar 1 S
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

■gmbulom .vpmjuhyb Idol orfi .v mnmd /.1 > - » ... —

>Um Bail^ ^ieiv ni Jf
• / JAMES L. QH ESON, rktaa v.
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CIRCULAR No. 127.

'■ -^?at

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STRfeET, LONDON, E.C., 

1-1 - '' C01 ■ to sialism ioi udElosl edl salon M il__ AY

loth February, 1896.

THE SL GAR QUESTION.—A Meeting will be held at this Office on Thursday, 13th 
t ebruary (instant) to which all Members are invited, to consider the arrangements to be made for 
the proposed Conference with Members of Parliament at the Westminster Palace Hotel on some 

eafly day in March. The matters for consideration will be:—

sesHj io non^n su ; >iiGT>o
i. The recent correspondence with the Government, pointing out :—

■ I . ’
(«)*■»—The effect, of the bounties in an enormous over-production of Beet Sugar in 1894-5, 

causing a reduction of price injurious to the Beet industry itself,, but Still more so to the 
non-bounty British Cane industry.

(3).—-The attention given to the bounty question by Germany and Austria, and the proposals 
for raising the bounties in these countries to meet the excessively bounty-fed competition 
of France.

(c).—The expressed desire, however, of Germany and Austria to abolish their bounties if they 
can do so with safety to their Sugar industries.

on: omi Danoqrm oi^ u isoy aiif nl .sioTrsni rfailgnST adj lo notssaseoq oMno ispnns
■

(ft).—The opportunity thus afforded to the British Government to act as mediator, or at least 
to encourage a common agreement, which would not be likely to be arrived at by the 
bounty powers themselves, for the mutual abolition of bounties. No such result could 
be arrived at without the good offices of Her Majesty’s Government, and the time seemed 
particularly opportune for such movement, without raising any question of countervailing 
duties in the United Kingdom or protective or retaliatory action of any kind.

baiinU adj lo 2100073 adj yd borlsdcs ad jonnso i£gu8 ansO IdIosu bon auoifiMmr 910m has

(e).—That if a Conference should be called, Her Majesty’s Government, having, regard to 
their past proceedings in the matter, extending over many years, and culminating in the 
International Convention signed in -London in August,!888,should express their willingness 
to attend such Conference, and assist in the movement for the abolition of bounties.

■ > a ^uiuzrioo oxh do. sjsarajui koi adj lo ndijomoiq ni ; obsit sail
2,—The above is a short summary of the dase as presented to both Lord Kimberley and 

Lord Salisbury. The former, when Foreign Secretary, would not move, but it was expected that 
Lord Salisbury, whose Government had assumed office upon the Jbasis of promoting the interests of 
the Colonies, would have consented* to use the influence of Great Britain towards a-settlement of 
the question. But Lord Salisbury says that u Her Majesty’s Government do not think that any 
good purpose would be served by proposing at the present time the resumption of international 
negotiations for the suppression of these bounties.” Mr. Chamberlain admits that he is “ fully 
alive to the force of the arguments against the present system of Sugar bounties, but that he is of



2
opinion that the best prospect of relieving the Sugar industry from the artificial compctitioi rom 
which they suffer, lies in bringing home to Foreign Governments the fact that t sent policy

confers a benefit on the Sugar consumers of this country at the expense of their own taxpa vers.

The above attitude is wrong for the following reasons :—
(a).—It admits that Germany can not only intervene in British Colonial aflairs for p it. .1. 

reasons (as in South Africa), but that a foreign country has a right to interfere with an . 
practically destroy a trade connection between England and her Colonies, and sub>;uut' 

her own produce for that of British Possessions.
■• -' •z - •' i l ' z - UJI cl *3 2 u Oid[ . i I 1I. IJ 1 l

(£).—It ignores the fact that for matters of State policy, Germany finds it desirable t<> sub-: inc
her "agricultural industry, the most important department of which (in the pre ent ; rice 
of wheat) is Beet for Sugar manufacture. By this means both Germany and keep

large industrial populations in employment and political contentment.
11 j djns.inQgiiKjik siL oi .osiivru i-

(c).—The bounties are therefore continued for purely selfish reasons, and :: >t for tin ; ■

of the English consumer.;, rhe interests of the British consumer are -u: • : : 
capricious action of these Foreign Powers, to any legislation those Powers n.a\ 
determine upon for their own reasons, and, in the near future, to an m vita k< . r 
price for this article of food; a price which will be much more injurious to the British 

consumer than the maintenance of an average price based upon free imports v. . .. :

subsidies or bounties.

3.—Austria-Hungary gives Sugar Bounties to the extent of £416,000 a year; 1 .mm 
£2,000,000 ; Germany £800,000; Belgium and Holland £1,000,000; that is upwar-b of £4.0- o.coo 
sterling annually. The employment of this money constituting a direct attack upon Unto :, 
industries.

4—By means of these bounties, Germany and the other bounty powers have taken
almost entire possession of the English markets. In the year 1893 there were imported >nto the 
United Kingdom 998,551 tons of Beet Sugar; 1894, 1,063,4^9. tons; 1895, 1,160.712 U ms. 1 
imports of British Cane Sugar have practically remained stationary, viz.—126,219 tons in m 
161,445 in 1894, and 144,373 in 1895. The same may be said of Foreign Cane, \ iz. 254.a?" "
1893; 186,231 in 1894, and 252,697 in 1895. The 1,500,000 tons of Sugar thc-rcf m ra>• . . y
the United Kingdom (at the rate of about 70 fbs. per head of population ) is to an overwhc lm.it— 
extent supplied by Beet, and hence arises the .constant complaint that the den ar i f >r t :.- • tn r
and more nutritious and useful Cane Sugar cannot be satisfied by the grocers of the United 
Kingdom.
adj gHif£nhnIpo bus ,2’i£ey ,'£H.£fn 'ie ro gmbneJxe .isUm..! □ .j m m’ _

5.—This matter is therefore one for the attention of Parliament:—(fz) in legitimate i< n-n • 
cf British Colonial interests; (Z») in furtherance of the principles of absolute, as against one si k 1 
free trade; (c) in promotion of the real interests of the consumer, which lie in the maintenance of a 
settled price based upon the only true foundation, the natural cost of production.

6-—The above points are to be submitted to a meeting of Members of Parliament, t. be 
held on a date to be announced later, for the purpose of bringing the matter before the House of 
Commons, or otherwise influencing the Government to take some action to induce .
to abolish bounties, not only for their own agricultural and financial interests, but in accordance 
with the legitimate claims of British Colonies to be treated in the markets of the Mother C mu \ 
upon the same footing as Foreign Countries.
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BRITISH GUIANA.—Mr. Chamberlain says, in a despatch, 31st December, 1895, that, with 
regard to minor industries, rice and coffee are the most promising. Heis not disposed to favour 
the establishment of an unofficial Board of Agriculture over which the Government can have no 
effective control, and he objects to a large loan of $1,000,000 for the. encouragement of minor industries. 
W ith regard to expenditure for general purposes, and for immigration (Mr. Chamberlain having said 
that the increase of expenditure was largely due to immigration), the Planters’ Association have sent 
to the Secretary of State the following figures :—In 1871 the total expenditure was ^338,000; in 1882, 
^428,971 ; and in 1894-5, ^586,482. The Colony’s share of immigration was, in 1871, ^28,465 5 in 
•1882, ^30,502 ; and in the year 1894-5, ^44,7U. It will thus be seen that whilst the Government 
expenditure has increased from ^338,000 in 1871 to ^586,482 in 1894-5, or ^248,000, the additional 
expenditure during the same period on immigration has only been ^16,252. The Immigration Fund 
Account for the financial year 1894-5 only shows the Colonial contribution of one-third, instead of 
one-half, as agreed upon with Lord Ripon, for three years^ This matter is one for serious consideration.

THE SUGAR QUESTION.—Mr. Davson’s speech at the Royal Colonial Institute is 
reprinted as an Appendix to this Circular. Mr. George Carrington’s speech is worthy of attention, 
and will be considered for reproduction later.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—A suggested deficit of 900,000 tons in Cuba crop is still being 
discussed. Whether this enormous deficit could be readily made up by an increase of Colonial and 
Beet Sugar is very doubtful, and the prospects of a strong market, with good crops in British Guiana 
and the Islands are very good. There is no doubt of an increase of sowings on the Continent. 
Mr. Czarnikow says that 400,000 tons is mentioned as the maximum yield in Cuba, should quiet be 
restored quickly, which is not likely.

ni ynr to amiouhrnq ; nodi"96^909 rn anoinmo firm nobnanolni wimr

TRINIDAD.—The year 1895 (according to the Governor’s Minute), began with a credit balance 
of pecuniary assets amounting to ^82,192. The Revenue for i895;was ^591,584, and the expenditure 
^602,660. The Revenue for 1896‘is estimated at ^580,000, and the expenditure at ^620,000, “which 

leaves an estimated balance of ^*31,906 for any supplementary expenditure, and to carry over to 1897.” 
The medical expenditure shows an increase from ^64,997 to ^66,142. The taxation of the Colony 
would seem to have reached its limit, and might, through the reduction of establishments (which are 
greatly in excess of requirements) be considerably reduced,.to the relief of the taxpayers of the Colony. 
The large expense of the medical establishment is particularly notable, and it is proposed to call the 
attention of the Secretary of State to the overgrown taxation and expenditure of the Colony. The 
very fact of a proportionately large surplus shows that there is unnecessary taxation, and there is no 
doubt that taxation could be much reduced consistently with an increased efficiency in Administration.

SUGAR, VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow 6th February.) Europe and cargoes afloat 
to Europe, 2,524,064, against 2,038,586 tons; United States 130,000, against 123,864 tons; Cuba 
52,000, against 128,789 tons. Total 2,706,064, against 2,291,239 tons. (The noticeable features m 
the above are the gradual reduction of total stocks, and the small stock m the United States. The 
stock in United Kingdom is still comparatively large, but really small having regard to total 

consumption, being 113,947, against 66,970.)

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—(Five weeks.) Imports 79,170/ against 69,551 tons. 

Deliveries 73,488, against 61,302 tons. Stocks 113,947, against 66,970 tons.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow). 11/9 against 9/2.

COCOA —At the sales on February 4th there was a fair demand, at steady rates. There were 
liberal supplies good to fine red Trinidad selling by auction 53/- to 57/- Demerara, 15 bags were
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partly sold, fermented 44/- Private sales report fine to superior Inmdad at 5' -

Messrs Gordon, Grant &-.Co. (Trinidad) report, Sind January, falling off in dv.irviiv ..» . >. -
which will continue on a moderate scale until March, when the bulk of the crop will comment t- 

mature. But advices from Europe and America have caused prices to decline. Wrc iclan < ......

coming in very limited quantities, and readily bought up.

Inee ovsHrnylficiH orfl '.(norifnpTrnfni oJ sub visend - . '■
WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—British Guiana (per favour of the Cok-niai Cvmpany.

Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & jCo., and Messrs. Jno. McConnell Co.) 15th Jami.uy T 

dry. 21st.—Fine rains have fallen-generally since last advices. 22nd.—Soni*. >i. g...-... : 
but more rain much wanted. (The latest.news of Demerera weather is app< > . ; .---- .
January. Some rain, not over two inches, but more is much needed, csptt k 1 i.; 1L . ... . •
only about an inch has fallen.) Trinidad, (per favour of the Colonial Co;*q 1: \ , Lim ;v.i, ...r i 
Messrs. William F. Burnley & Co., Limited.) 24th January. Fine, with o< 1. i .
31st January and 5th February. Favourable. Barbados, (per favour of ?4- >r a

Gaviller). 28th January. Seasonable.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Sec ta: \. \...
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to ClR< 1 :. nd other
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving d-kgra- ; <
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving W !• ...
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the- Secretai ing at the Jhcv’
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secret ,rv v. T i . •

receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of a Sucar
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON. Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 128.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C., 

io ocf ion bJjjoo sirf} j j r ’ un ni L'?: - 
9/// March, 1896.

' -liUi . i hi yrl^rrbni inslioqrni Isom c at doidw t£ooo3 oi 
nms r ) 4 ’ jT-J r r rr f r rr’' r 1 - . .

I HE SU GAR QU ESTION.—At a Meeting specially called to consider this question, the whole 
situation was carefully discussed, and it was decided to postpone the proposed Parliamentary Conference 
until a later date, when it might be more effective. In the meantime, assurances have been ijeceived 
from several members of Parliament indicating support to any movement that may be made on the 
basis of the statement printed in the last Circular. The matter is receiving every attention, and in the 
meantime the following letter has been addressed to Lord Salisbury :—“4th. March, 1896. My Lord 
Marquess,—In continuation of previous correspondence we would respectfully request that Her 
Majesty’s Government would be pleased to reconsider their intention of abstaining from using their 
good offices in support of any proposals which might be made by Germany and Austria for 
International negotiations on the subject of the mutual reduction of Bounties on Sugar, or at least the 
prevention of any increase of those bounties. (2) We feel that we are justified in asking Her 
Majesty’s Government to move in the above sense, by the fact that one of the avowed objects of the 
policy of the Government is the promotion of the interests of the British Colonies. (3) The interests 
of all the British Sugar Colonies are concerned in securing a free and open market in the United 
Kingdom, of which for a long time past they have been deprived by the bounties granted on export 
by Germany, Austria, France, Belgium and Holland. (4) Her Majesty’s Government have "entered 
into negotiations with Germany with regard to prison-made goods, and they are supporting a BilTin 
Parliament to restrict or prevent the importation of such goods. The reason for this action can only 
be that such goods—receiving practically a State subsidy—compete with English home-made products 
upon unfair terms. The same argument applies to Sugar imported into the United Kingdom 
under Bounty, the disadvantage to British industries in the Colonies being enormously greater' 
(>) We beg to direct your Lordship’s attention to the enclosed paper (W. I. C. Circular, 127) 
showing the present position of British Colonial Sugar, as compared with Bounty Sugar from Foreign 
Countries, in the markets of the United Kingdom ; and we would humbly pray that Her Majesty’s 
Government would be pleased to take the earliest opportunity of co-operating with Germany and 
Austria in any International movement for the reduction and ultimate abolition of bounties. 

(Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

GERMAN SUGAR DUTIES’ BILL.—This Bill is now before the Imperial Diet. One of 
its objects is to raise the bounty to meet the competition with France. There seems, however, so 

much opposition .to this measure that it is doubtful if it will pass.

COFFEE DUTIES.—There has been a movement by merchants and brokers in Mincing 
Lane, principally interested in Foreign Coffee, in favour of the abolition of the duties. Of course, 
this was not to be expected "unless tea and cocoa were similarly dealt with, and the reply of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was in the: negative, although he ' promised to consider some



improvements in the bonding system. As the question had been raised, the — .....
addressed Yo th?Ch'ancello7of the Exchequer and acknowledged by him. “ 26th February

We notice that vou have been requested to receive representations from persons engaged m the 
import trade in Coffee, in favour of the abolition of the duties on that article. Although such a 

measure would principally benefit Foreign producers, we beg, as representing the interests oi Jamaica 

Coffee producers, to express the hope that you will be favourable to such proposal. But we beg 

humbly to point out that thS b^^Wed without at the same time

giving a similar relief to Cocoa. Representations have been made to Her Majesty's Government 

in past :^e‘irszas'to the . desirability’of-abolishing the Cocoa duty, but we have always been given t 
understand, in reply, that this could not be done without also considering the claims of lea and 

Coffee. We shall be prepared, should you, Sir, desire it, to state our case more fully with regard 

to Cocoa, which is a most important industry in the British Colony of 1 rinidad ; and if the lutic^ 

are abolished on Coffee we feel that we have an equal claim upon Her Majesty > Government ’ »r a 
s’irfiHhr rneastif& In regard to Cocoa. ^Sighed) N- Vlibbdek, Chairniin. ’ 
oaneidtnoO yi£mom£ih£cI bosoqoiq tub onoqJaoq oi bobicob ff bns 7^.' j .

BRITISH ‘ GUIANA.^An influential1 corresjfondent (jails attention to the Guiana Rice 

Companv, capital 50.000 in 25.000 shares of £10 each. The list of Provimmol Directors tacKities 
the Imn. IC. C. Luard. the Hon. W. A. Wolseley. R. G. Duncan, Esq., and 1 •
Fifty copies of the Prospectus have been received at this office, and they can be had bft appIU aiim 
Our correspondent writes 1 “ My'request to you is that you will kindly7 plhce; the matter before v>ur 
Comrri^fe with the”vffiw of its members beih^ made fully cognisant of the objects1 of the Companv 
As ah i'nWs'tmfeht t-H^f^ ^e^ms little;idbUbt that It will succeed, especially as returns will be quick. It 

will kiSo, tliife’^^ of great benefit to' the’EaSt Indians, and will materialIv hein t >

keep “them domiciled in the Colony’ instead of bJng sent to India at great expense." There ha- I •• n 
no time fdf the Secretary ft) fecWe any instructions from the Chairman and’Committee in the in:/:er 

ThUfpatagrapH is printed' simply for the gerferdnnformation of members.
boJin J odj rn jodiEm noqo brfs eshl s gnimoeg ni b^ineonbo orc suirioloO ibouP rfebnfl od’ I

THE ESSEOUEBO RA tLWAY.-Messrs. &W Sons, &>? k 

received by them on 4th March, announcing “Five miles Essequebo Railway iSd?

DOMINICA.—The Secretary of State has passed through the House of Commons, aftc- 
division, a vote for ^15,000 in aid of the finances of Dominica, and to provide money for new public

Chamberlain made at the same time a speech in favour of the development of Crown 
Colomesyas productive Estates belonging to the Empire. Whether the money is well spent in reg ird 
to Dominica it is impossible to say but there are other Islands, of a really productive value, upon 
which much capital and enterprise have been expended, which might deserve the attention of the 
Secretary of State. Arrant of ^15,000 to Dominica, where there is little agricultural productively ^ 

is not considered by people connected with both the Leeward and Windward Islands, as fulb- car^in ■ 
out the promise of Mr. Chamberlain to give Imperial aid to the development of the Crown Cohmi^ 

generally.
Io qnO .JaiG kii: )Ted w
r . ' S< RI^’ NEVIS—There has been, according to private letters, some disturbance in this 

ony, but nothing more can be said pending official information. An application has been duly 
made fo the Colonial Office for any information.

I wi - :

should be adopted in consequence of recent reported disturbance^ in Stilus



. P.O ■ I.Cl.x Lp to the end-of February there«<emed.a-prospect ofstrengthening
markets, owmg pnnci^lly to Cuba crop- be^ -no^^ aad^ prospect -of a-possible 
• hmtage m the Beet-root crop, bat an increase in the Sowings of Beet, perhapstotlreettentof^o percent, 
n now reported-, dlthi authorities consiclerit^dttbBftilu .Jn France

to t le espeetatiba that the sowings can be made in good time, which will probably be equal to 
the last tw^^s. IW Gt^^Tthg^ WH1 l«fx&^ riXuctrdepMtt^
the Sugar Law now under discussion, which involves an increase in bounty but restriction of output.

' ' "■ o ie- there also seems prospect of increased sowings. The Beet ■ figirres"'iitt^) now be 
Ped fairly complete. They are given by Mr.Li^t'ffeTollows fans nobstmolai

(.038 ^noils'.nnurnmoo qifLmjst>jg io
1895-6. 1894-5.

t x a : i >oa r? X < . 1H ( । I <^ 4!/Z-1
Germany ... ... tons 1,610,000 1,844,586
Austria ... ... ,, 770,000 1,055,821
France ... ... „ 670,000 792,511
Russia ... ... „ 750,000 615,058
Belgium ... ... ,, 230,000 243,957
Holland ... ... ,, 110,000 84,597
Other Countries ... ,, 130,000 156,000

Tons 4,270,000 4,792,530

The crop just finished thus shows a deficit of 523,000 tons against preceding year. 
Mr. Czarnikow, March 5, while reporting fluctuations, seems on the whole to anticipate a stronger 
market during the next few months.

SUGAR, VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow, March 5th). Europe and Cargoes afloat to 
Europe, 2,435,245 tons, against 2,153,071 ; United States, 123,000, against 130,469 ; Cuba, 46,000, 
against 188,649. Total, 2,604,245, against 2,472,189. This is an appreciable reduction in visible 
supplies and stocks.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—(Nine weeks). Imports, 157,965 tons, against 112,069. 
Deliveries, 137,367 against 114,313 ; Stocks, 128,863 against 56,877.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow) 12/3 against 9/3.

COCOA.—(Gordon, Grant & Co.) Deliveries moderate until bulk of new crop matures when 
liberal supplies are looked for. Weather favourable, and markets fairly strong, after fluctuation caused 
by dull consuming market in Europe and America. There was a dull tone in last public sales 
(March 3). Trinidad, good to fine, 51/- to 62 - ; superior, 66/- ; Grenada, common, 37 6 to 40 - ; good, 
ordinary to fine, 44 - to 48/-. Dominica, 40/6 to 44/6. Demerara, 42/- to 45/6. Considerable sales 

take place of Cadbury’s Cocoa Butter.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—British Guiana (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, 
Campbell & Co., and Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.) 17th February.—Weather dry, no rain since 
last message (8th). 4th March.—A few light showers have fallen but more rain much wanted. 
Trinidad (per favour of the Colonial Company, Ltd., and Messrs. Wm. F. Burnley & Co, Ltd.) 
20th February.—(1) Weather favourable. (2) The dry season has set in. 26th. Favouraole. 
3rd March.—(x) Weather fine for harvesting. (2) Favourable. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. 
Wilkinson & Gaviller). 12th February.—Seasonable. 25th February. Seasonable.



Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Aho 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular lor a ycai, anil other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advice* with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars, of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C..

May, 1896.

SUGAR BOUNTIES.
On January 11th, 1888, Lord Salisbury said, in a speech at Liverpool, after referring to the 

efforts of the Baron de Worms in favour of abolishing bounty upon Sugar :—“ What does bounty on 
Sugar do ? It favours the consumer, undoubtedly it does ; and what I may call your freetrader 
presumes that everything that favours the consumer, whether it be legitimate or whether it be not, 
must be sanctioned by the doctrine of free trade, and so you see people writing that because it is good 
for the consumer it ought to be encouraged. They do not see that advantages to the consumer secured 
by illegitimate means are only transitory in their character, and that when they have served the purpose 
of destroying the industry against which they have been levelled, the advantage to the consumer will 
cease.”

The markets of the United Kingdom have been practically closed, not only against British 
■Colonial Sugar, but against all Cane Sugar—the same being produced without bounty or State assistance.

The British West Indies are not only concerned, but the effect of the foreign bounties has been 
also felt by the Sugar Industries of Queensland, South Africa and Mauritius.

Lord Salisbury, as above quoted, was referring to the negotiations then proceeding between 
England and Foreign Sugar-produci ng Powers, for the abolition of bounties generally.

In August, 1888, a Convention (the proceedings of which were entirely conducted by the British 
•Government, the Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies being the President of the Conference) was 
agreed to, binding the Powers “ to take such measures as shall constitute an absolute and complete 
guarantee that no open or disguised bounty shall be granted on the manufacture or export of Sugar.”

The Convention of 1888, however, while it did not really involve any additional charge to the 
-consumer, was not confirmed by Parliament. The Convention simply gave freedom to Sugar Powers 
to take certain defensive measures in the case of one or more of the Contracting Powers continuing to 
give Bounties to the detriment of the rest. Of course, no neutralizing or countervailing duties could be 
imposed in England without an Act of Parliament, and the absolute discretion of Parliament in the 
matter was not fettered in any way.

TOTAL PRODUCTION OF SUGAR.

1880-1 1885-6 1890-1
Beet Tons 1,630,000 Tons 2,223,000 Tons 3,710,000
Cane „ 2,200,000 „ 2,140,000 ,,, 2,500,000

BEET COUNTRIES.

1891-2 1892-3 •1893-4 1894-5
Germany 1,198,000

786,000
1,225,000 L393,OO° 

842,000
1,900,000

Austria ... 803,000 1,100,000 
830,000France ... 650,000 588,000 579,000

Russia ... 551,000 455ioo° 660,000 630,000

Belgium... 180,000 197,000 235,000 285,000

Holland and other Countries 136,000 160,000 186,000 230,000

3,501,000
2,784,000

3,428,000 3,895,000 4,975,000

Cane Production 2,760,000 3,046,000 2,904,000

Total do. Tons 6,285,000 6,188,000 6,941,000 7,879,000



2,223,000*
increased„.W ms

from 2,140,000 tons in 1885-6 to 2,904,000 tons in 1894-5, 01 say 36 per cent.

Attention is directed to the following points :—

1 . The recent correspondence with the Government, pointing out :

-production of Beet Sugar in 1894-51 
industry itself, but still more so to the(^)__The effect of the bounties in an enormous over 

causing a reduction of price injurious to the Beet 
non-bounty British Cane industry.

(M—The attention given to the bounty question by Germany and Austria, and the proposals 
for raising the bounties in these countries to meet the excessively bounty-fed competition 

of France.

—The expressed desire, however, of Germany and Austria to abolish their bounties if other 
countries would do the same, if they could do so with safety to their Sugar industries.

—The opportunity thus, afforded to the British Government to act as mediator, or at least 
to encourage a common agreement, which would not be likely to be arrived at by the 
bounty powers themselves, for the mutual abolition of bounties. No such result could 
be arrived at without the good offices of Her Majesty’s Government, and the time seemed 
particularly opportune for such movement.

(e)—That if a Conference should be called, Her Majesty’s Government, having regard to their 
past proceedings in the matter, extending over many years, and culminating in the 
International Convention signed in London in August, 1888, should express their willingness 
to attend such Conference, and assist in the movement for the abolition of bounties. 
Germany and Austria have already done so.

2 .—The above is a short summary of the case as presented to both Lord Kimberley and 
Lord Salisbury. The former, when Foreign Secretary, would not move, but it was expected that 
Lord Salisbury, whose Government had assumed office upon the basis of promoting the interests of 
the Colonies, would have consented to use the influence of Great Britain towards a settlement of 
the question. But Lord Salisbury says that “Her Majesty’s Government do not think that any 
good purpose would be served by proposing at the present time the resumption of international 
negotiations for the suppression of these bounties.” Mr. Chamberlain admits that he is “ fully alive to 
the force of the arguments against the present system of Sugar Bounties, but that he is of opinion that 
the best prospect of relieving the Sugar industry from the artificial competition from which they suffer, 
lies in bringing home to Foreign Goverments the fact that their present policy confers a benefit on the 
Sugar consumers of this country at the expense of their own taxpayers.”

1 he above attitude is wrong for the following reasons :—

(«) It admits that a foreign country has a right to interfere with and practically destroy a 
fm E"g'and and her Colonies and substitute her own produce
ior mat of British Possessions. r

for “atters °F State P°licy> Germany findsit desirable to subsidize 
of wheat)'is/Beet fmSnJa’ T lmP°£ant department of which (in the present price 

industri By ?is means both Germany and France keep
ge industrial populations in employment and political contentment.

^Ae^ng^ B^h *h reasons> al’d '?ot for benefit of

action of these Foreign Powere to an are SUbjeCt to 4e caP'icious
their own reasons, and, in the near future, to°a posribly h^e^^X^hi! aSde^f
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mamtenaneTnf WiU be injurious to the British consumer than the
Mr C Ld J™ f ? aYeraSe Pnce based upon free imports without subsidies or bounties. 
L? nd l879’ JMy dTre is that the British consumer should have both
□KJ f e\ery other commodity at the lowest price at which it can be produced, without 
a itrar) fa\Oui to any of those engaged in the competition; but I cannot regard with 
favour any cheapness which is produced by means of the concealed subsidies of a foreign 
State to a particular industry, and with the effect of crippling and distressing capitalists and 
workmen engaged in a lawful branch of British Trade."

r 3-—Austria-Hungary gives Sugar Bounties to the extent of Z416,000 a year ; France-
l 2,000,000 ; Germany ^800,000 ; Belgium and Holland ^1,000,000 ; that is upwards of 24,000,000. 
sterling annually. 1 he employment of this money constituting a direct attack upon British industries.

4-—By means of these bounties, Germany and the other bounty giving powers have taken 
almost entire possession of the English markets. In the year 1893 there were imported into the 
I nited Kingdom 998,551 tons of Beet Sugar; 1894, 1 >063,489 tons; 1895, 1,160,712 tons. The 
imports of British Cane Sugar have practically remained stationary, viz.—126,219 tons in 1893 ; 
161,445 in 1894, and 144,373 in 1895. The same may be said of Foreign Cane, viz.—254,358 in 
^893 ; 186,231 in 1894, and 252,697 in 1895. The 1,500,000 tons of Sugar therefore consumed by 
the United Kingdom (at the rate of about 70 lbs. per head of population) is to an overwhelming, 
extent supplied by Beet, and hence arises the constant complaint that the demand for Cane Sugar 
cannot be satisfied by the grocers of the United Kingdom.

5.—This matter is therefore one for the attention of Parliament :—[a) in legitimate defenc 
British Colonial interests ; (3) in furtherance of the principles of absolute free trade ; (c) in prom 
of the real interests of the consumer, which lie in the maintenance of a settled price based upc 
only true foundation—the natural cost of production.

The following is the last letter received from the Foreign Office, showing an imp< 
change in the attitude of Her Majesty’s Government :—“ Foreign Office to West India Comm: 
March 16th, 1896. The Chairman, Sir.—I am directed by the Marquess of Salisbury 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th inst., requesting that Her Majesty’s Governmen 
would reconsider their decision, conveyed to you in my letter of the 31st December last;, 
to abstain from proposing at the present time any resumption of International negotiations for the 
suppression of bounties on Foreign Sugar. In reply, I am to state, that although Her Majesty’s. 
Government could not take the initiative in the matter, they would not refuse to consider on 
their merits any suggestions for International action which might be made by a Foreign 
Power. At present, however, they have not been made acquainted with any such intention 
on the part of anv Foreign Government. (Signed) George Curzon.” The above letter, conveying 
as it practically does, an invitation to Foreign Governments to obtain the good offices of the 
British Government in a general settlement of the Bounty question, was forwarded to the “ Deutsche 
Zucker Industrie,’’ and printed by that paper, with the following observations:—“ 20th March, 1896. 
As our readers are aware, Great Britain which had the management of the Bounty negotiations of 
1887, took no part in the efforts made last summer by the Austrian and German Governments towards 
abolishing the Sugar Bounties ; it was thought that the Bounty question no longer interested the 
English Government. The following letter, however, which we received from a highly respected 
correspondent in London, puts England’s views in a different light ‘ Foreign Office to West India 
Committee. March 16th, 1896.’ [Letter quoted.] From the German Sugar manufacturers’ point 
of view any suggestion in the direction of the International abolition of Bounties is to be 
Madly welcomed. They have always declared their preference for a free rivalry in trade between 
competitors on an equal footing, rather than highly favoured conditions. Hand in hand with 
this willingness of the manufacturers to give up the bounties, goes the desire of the German 
government to abolish these bounties altogether. But both the government and the industry 
are agreed that at present all efforts are .useless while Germany’s competitors enjoy a much 
higher bounty than she does. There will be a more promising basis for International negotiations 
once the German bounties have been suitably increased by the Bill now before the Reichstag. 
Our competitors will thus have to choose between raising their bounties higher or abolishing 
them in common with Germany. The mere announcement of our intention to increase our 
bounties has, so far, had little effect on France, but the passing of the Bill will no doubt make 
more impression there. It appears that out of Germany it has not been sufficiently borne in mind 
that both according to the present law and the Bill now before the Reichstag, the German Sugar 
Bounties can be reduced or entirely abolished as soon as the same takes place abroad, by the Federal
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-Council alone, without concurrence of the Reichstag, and therefore anew law for the purpose would 
not be necessary. When France, Austria, Belgium and Holland realize that the German Bounties 
have been increased, and that we will lower or do away with them altogether without much ado 
as soon as our competitors show that they are in earnest in the matter, the Bounty question will 
probably assume a very different complexion, and, in view of this, the support of the English 
Government, which, as appears from the above letter, may be depended upon, is of great value and 
deserving of thanks ; and Mr. Lubbock in particular is to be thanked for bringing the promise of the 
London Cabinet to the knowledge of those interested in the matter.”

In connection with the above, Mr. Chamberlain’s speech at the Canada Dinner, on 
March 25, 1896, may be quoted :—“A true Zollverein for the Empire, a free trade established 
throughout the Empire, although it would involve the imposition of duties against Foreign 
Countries, and would be in that respect a derogation from the high principles of free trade and 
from the practice of the United Kingdom up to the present time, would still be a proper subject 
for discussion and would probably lead to a satisfactory arrangement if the Colonies on their 
part were willing to consider it. * * * I want especially to point out that the advantages of such a 
proposal are so enormous to the Colonies, as they would undoubtedly lead to the earliest possible 
development of their great natural resources, would bring to them population, would open to 
them the enormous market of the United Kingdom for their products, their food, their timber, 
their sugar ; the advantages, I say, are so enormous that it appears to me that the Colonies themselves 
would be bound to give any suggestion of this kind, at all events, a careful reconsideration.’’

It need hardly be said that to neutralize the effect of bounties, and to open the English Market 
on equal terms to British and Foreign Sugar alike, would be in accordance with, and no derogation 
from the principles of Free Trade.

N. LUBBOCK, Chairman of West India Committee.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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6th April, 1896,

I HE SUGAR QUESTION.—The following letter has been received from the Foreign Office. 
Rowing an important change in the attitude of Her Majesty’s Government Foreign Office to 
U est lndm Committee March 16th, 1896. The Chairman, Sir.—I am directed by the Marquess of 
bahsbun to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th mst., requesting that Her Majesty’s 
Government would reconsider their decision, conveyed to you in my letter of the 31st December last, 
to abstain from proposing at the present time any resumption of International negotiations for the 
suppression of bounties on Foreign Sugar. In reply, I am to state, that although Her Majesty’s 
G“^ eminent could not take the initiative in the matter, they would not refuse to consider on 
their merits any suggestions for International action which might be made by a Foreign 
I over. At present, however, they’ have not been made acquainted with any such intention 
on the part of any Foreign Government. (Signed) George Curzon.” The above letter, conveying 
as it practically does, an invitation to Foreign Governments to obtain the good offices of the 
British Government in a general settlement of the Bounty question, yvas forwarded to the “ Deutsche 
Zucker Industrie, and printed byr that paper, with the following observations:—u 20th March, 1896. 
As our readers are aware, Great Britain which had the management of the Bounty negotiations of 
1887, took no part in the efforts made last summer by the Austrian and German Governments towards 
abolishing the Sugar Bounties ; it was thought that the Bounty question no longer interested the 
English Government. The following letter, however, which we received from a highly respected 
correspondent in London, puts England’s views in a different light ‘ Foreign Office to West India 
Committee. March 16th, 1896.' ^Letter quoted.J From the German Sugar manufacturers’ point 
of view any suggestion in the direction of the International abolition of Bounties is to be 
gladly’ welcomed. They’ have always declared their preference for a free rivalry in trade between 
competitors on an equal footing, rather than highly favoured conditions. Hand in hand with 
this willingness of the manufacturers to give up the bounties, goes the desire of the German 
government to abolish these bounties altogether. But both the government and the industry 
are agreed that at present all efforts are useless while Germany’s competitors enjoy a much 
higher bounty than she does. There will be a more promising basis for International negotiations 
once the German bounties have been suitably’ increased byr the Bill now before the Reichstag. 
Our competitors will thus have to choose between raising their bounties higher or abolishing 
them in common with Germany. The mere announcement of our intention to increase our 
bounties has, so far, had little effect on France, but the passing of the Bill will no doubt make 
more impression there. It appears that out of Germany it has not been sufficiently borne in mind 
that, both according to the present law and the Bill now before the Reichstag, the German Sugar 
Bounties can be reduced or entirely abolished as soon as the same takes place abroad, by the Federal 
Council alone, without concurrence of the Reichstag, and therefore a new law for the purpose would 
not be necessary. When France, Austria, Belgium and Holland realize that the German Bounties 
have been increased, and that we will lower or do away with them altogether without much ado 
as soon as our competitors show that they’ are in earnest in the matter, the Bounty question will 
probablv assume a very different complexion, and, in view of this, the support of the English 
Government, which, as appears from the above letter, may be depended upon, is of great value and 
deserving of thanks ; and Mr. Lubbock in particular is to be thanked for bringing the promise of the 
London Cabinet to the knowledge of those interested in the matter.” The Sugar Bill will be again 
before the Reichstag on April 17th. There are so many different interests concerned that it seems 
doubtful if the Bill will pass. It is, however, obviously the idea of the German Government that the 
raising of the Boun tv (which Bounty’ could be reduced or abolished by the federal Council without 
anv fresh law) would bring France and other competing countries to realize the necessity’ of reducing 
bounties, and it is evident that in the case of negotiations between Germany and other powers, the 
intervention and co-operation of the British Government would be'very valuable and effective, ft is 
possible the matter might be accelerated by Mr. Chamberlains recent statement.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN ON IMPERIAL FREE TRADE—The following is an extract 
front Mr. Chamberlain’s speech at the Canada Dinner on March 25. After referring to the desira- 
bility of Commercial Union between England and the Colonies, he said:—“ A true Zollverein tor
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the Empire, a free trade established throughout the Empire, although it would involve the 
imposition of duties against Foreign Countries, and would be in that respect a derogation from the 
high principles of free trade and from the practice of the United Kingdom up to the present time, 
would still be a proper subject" for; discussion and would probably lead to a satisfactory ariange- 
ment if the Colonies dh their part were willing to consider it. * * I want especially to point out 
that the advantages of such a proposal are so enormous to the Colonies, as the} would undoubtedly 
lead to the earliest possible development of their great natural resources, would bring to them 
population, would open to them the enormous market of the United Kingdom for their products, 
their food, their timber, their sugar ; the advantages, I say, are so enormous that it appears to me that 
the Colonies themselves would be bound to give any suggestion of this kind, at all events, a careful 
reconsideration.’’ The following points arise :—(1) The Colonies in their dealing? v ith England arc- 
only to charge sufficient duties for purely revenue purposes. (2) In their dealings with F oreign C ountrics. 
the Colonies may impose additional duties on produce from Foreign Countrie:. .3) It would follow as
a matter.of course that the United Kingdom should treat Colonial produce in a similar manner, and 
give to it a preferential advantage over foreign produce. (4) In such case, Colonial Sugar would he 
affected in two ways : 1st, a duty might be imposed upon Foreign Sugar generally imported into the 
United Kingdom in response to the reduction or abolition of duties on L nited Kingdom produce 
imported into the Colonies ; and 2nd, a duty could be imposed upon Foreign bounty-fed Sugar, equal 
to the bounty received, thus bringing about absolute free trade. Mr. Chamberlain’s statement is the 
most important which has been made for many years affecting the Commercial policy of this Country 
in regard to a differential treatment between the Colonies and Foreign Countries.

THE SUGAR QUESTION. PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE.—A meeting of the 
West India Committee was held on the 19th March : Mr. Lubbock in the chair. There was a large 
attendance, and the presence of Mr. W. F. Lawrence, M.P. was much appreciated. The Parliament..: '. 
Meeting was fixed for Thursday, 7th May, at 4.30 in Conference Room of the House of Commons, which 
Mr. Lawrence kindly promised to obtain for the meeting. The basis of the statement? to be issued 
for the occasion will be that contained in W. I. C. Circular No. 127, with any alterations that bay 
be decided upon.

THE SUGAR QUESTION. CIRCULAR 127.—There has been a great demand for this 
paper, and few copies are left. The LTnder Secretary for Foreign A.ffairs applied for additional copies, 
by direction of Lord Salisbury. Representatives of the Queensland Sugar Industry have also been 
furnished with copies, at their request, and the following letter was received from a 'very influential 
gentleman connected with the Sugar interests of Natal :—“ 21st March, 189'6. The Chairman,__I shall 
be very glad to co-operate with your Committee as far as I am able, but I must tell you that I regard the 
question of the importation of Sugar from Foreign Countries as bound up in the much larger question 
‘what are to be the future trade relations between the different portions of the British Empire ? ’ If 
I may say so with all respect, your Committee appears to have cast their net too wide, and to concentrate 
too puch attention on the action of Foreign Governments which give bounties on the export of Su-mr 

lhat Policy haspaid Foreign Countries very well ; it was necessary to the creation 
ot that large Sugar industry which could not have attained its present dimensions" without it. But 

oreign Bounties on Sugar exports could not have injured our Sugar-growing Colonies or the 
Refining industry in this Country, without the connivance of the British Parliament, and it is within 
the power of that. Parliament to apply the remedy for its own wrong. I believe the dav is com in a 
when Englands fiscal system will be revised, with a view to alterations to meet the chaimed 
circumstances of the times and that day cannot come too soon. You are, of course, aware of the 
enquiries relating to Colonial Trade, which have been addressed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to the 
Sstan^'what0)0”^^ letter to Sir Howard Vincent, of the sth
Trade Lei^ArT "’a»ted is that your Committee, and other organizations. such as the Empire 
a Convince AftLd, d 'W -and VT«e UP°» Her Majesty’s Government either to convene

Royal Commission, including Colonial Representatives, ft enquire into and 
the best means of securing a larger measure of British Trade for the British:'

[Note.—Mr. Chamberlain’s speech above quoted has a direct bearing upon the Question raked 
the P°ints he iai^ 'vil1 carefully considered hope to haJe h^ 

perfect case' on thy [t^er movements, although w.e think, apart from the general question, we have a 
......... ■ ....... ........ „< i

Kitts-Nevis Agricultural Society by last LiAhe™^



meetings have been held at this office, attended by proprietors 
I am to exnress th Ho t/ .tO ?°nstder Questions arising out of the recent disturbances there, 
of LorXr anA h Pf he d,stL'r°ances have now ceased, and that there will be no recurrence 
h Vite thAA™ 1 J? re-questr as Chairman of the Agricultural Society of the Presidency, to 
invite the sei tous consideration of the planting body, to the following suggestions ,

m 7e'V organ’zed riots and strikes tor higher wages which have recently occurred, it 
tn 75 debirable th^ Proprietors should organize themselves for mutual protection and resistance 
to unjust demands on the part of the labourers. Some common agreement among the representatives 
01 the proprietors as to the rate to be paid for the various descriptions of work in and out of crop 
season, would go far to secure this result.”

Further, some measure of insurance on growing crops, to indemnify individual proprietors 
against loss by incendiarism, seems to us essential. The burning of canes being intended to intimidate 
proprietors, the fact of a guarantee against loss, should be a material safeguard against this danger, 
ouch insurance might be effected either by a mutual guarantee between the proprietors themselves, 
or through the medium of the regular Insurance Companies, who have been approached, and are 
prepared to undertake the business under conditions which regulate their liability according to the 
stage of maturity of the canes. If the mutual guarantee be adopted, it is obvious that it must be 
accompanied by an agreement for the regulation of wages. As to the question of defence and 
security against the recurrence of disorder, this seems to be a matter for the Colonial Government, 
and we trust that in an increase of the police force, and the establishment of a militia and volunteer 
force, such a means of security will be found. We should highly esteem the opinion of yourself 
and your fellow planters on the above matter, and I will ask you kindly in view of the importance 
of the matter, to communicate such opinion to me at the earliest opportunity. (Signed) E. Luxmoore 
Marshall, Chairman, St. Kitts-Nevis Committee.”

[Note.-—The despatch of the Governor raises an important question as to the employment 
of labour, which will, no doubt, be made the subject of representations to the Secretary of State.]

SOUTH AFRICAN SUGAR AND TRANSVAAL REPUBLIC.—The following letter 
has been addressed to the Foreign Office : “ The Under Secretary of State, 24th March, 1896. 
Sir, We have been requested by some members of this Committee who are interested in the Sugar 
Industry of Natal, to ask whether you would be pleased to give us information upon the following 
point: It is stated that a Treaty arrangement exists between Portugal and the Transvaal Republic by 
which Sugar from the Portuguese Territories in South Africa is admitted into the Transvaal free of 
duty, while Sugar from the British Colonies in South Africa is subjected to a duty, alleged to be at the 
rate of 10s. per ton on its introduction into the Transvaal. It is also stated that a similarly onerous 
duty is imposed upon British South African Rum. We, therefore, respectfully beg to inquire, 
assuming the above statements to be well founded, whether there is any arrangement between Her 
Majesty’s Government and the Transvaal Government by which British Colonial produce could claim 
most favoured treatment upon its introduction into the Republic. We venture, Sir, to write to you. 
upon this subject, instead of to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, as we believe that all matters 
connected with Commercial Treaties would be within the province of your Department.—(Signed.) 
N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

SUGAR IN QUEENSLAND.—This Colony contains 5,000 square miles, or .32,000,000 
(32 millions) acres of land suitable for tropical and semi-tropical produce. Only 80,000 acres are at 
present cultivated, and Sugar is reported to be the most thriving and prosperous of the agricultural 
industries. The small planter cultivates, and the large mill-owner manufactures. The average yield 
of Cane per acre is about 25 tons, and the price of Cane, delivered on the railway or at the mill, is 13s. 
or 14s. per ton. A well-equipped mill requires a capital of £30,000 to ^60,000. Some years ago the 
Government erected two large mills, and passed them over to Companies formed to work them. One 
of these crushed during 1894 28,313 tons of Cane, yielding 3,463 tons of Sugar, or veiy nearly eight 
tons of Cane to one ton of Sugar'. 'The average cost of Cane was 14s. 8td., and the average cost of 
manufacture, including all charges, was £2 10s. The total cost of the production o ugar was us
£8 ios. vd. per ton ; it was sold f.o.b. at ^"12 .Js.; thus making a profit o £3 14s P , ’ .
total net profit for the vear of £12,889. These mill owners re-pay to the Government the total cost of 
th- erection of the mills within 20 years, and for five years up to 1893 or 1894 (it is not certain which) 
th-Instalments were duly paid, as well as five per cent, interest on the unpaid balance These 
results encouraged the Government to pass the “ Sugar Works Guarantee Acts of 1893 and 189. 
authorising groups of planters to form Companies, and to borrow from the Government on the secur ty 
of their plantations sufficient for the erection of mills, re-paying the loan in 15 years at five per cent, 
interest on the unpaid portion. A number of Companies were formed and. many new mills erected 
Besides local consumption, the Sugar exported in 1894 was 64 910 tons. The following are some of 
the principal points of the law of 1893 Company may issue debentures at five per cent, for defray g 
cost of Sugar works, debentures paid off in 15 years by' equal annual instalments. It mus giv
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aM : Sufficient, be $eeur^
employed. -G^rn’ment guarantees payment uf debentures, both principal and interest. In case p 
default, stick payment to be made out of the Consolidated Revenue. Company shall give hrt mortgage 
to Government of works and land, up to a value double the total sum for which the Government 
becomes liable under the guarantee. Government takes priority of existing mortgages, consent of such 
mortgagees being obtained. Payment of debentures and interest to be a first charge on profits in 
default, price of purchased Cane to be fixed by Government until arrears are discharged ; and further, 
Government may takeover works and land, and either conduct the same until the whole Government 
liability is discharged, or sell same by auction. Provisions for inspection, insurance, publication of 
statements, and notices of arrears. The Act of 1895 empowers Government to purchase debentures 
out of moneys provided by Parliament. Total guarantee or purchase by Government, under both Acts, 
not to exceed ^'^00,000. [Note.—It remains to be seen how far this scheme has been injuriously 
affected by the low prices of 1895, consequent upon the great over-production of Beet Sugar under 
bounty in 1894-5. The above particulars are given in consequence of numerous inquiries J

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Owing to holidays the latest information cannot be printed. Sowings 
were proceeding in March, and Mr. Licht (March 21st), estimates an increased cultivation of about 10 per 
cent.; but much depended upon the German Sugar Tax Bill. From Austria, France, Belgium and 
Holland, there is no trustworthy information, but estimates of a 10 per cent, increase of Beet area are 
put forward, with more or less confidence. The actual area sown in beet has yet to be definitely 
ascertained. The main feature in the situation is the reduction of general stocks, which reduction is 
rapidly increasing.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 21st March.)-—Europe, 2,177,76610ns,against 2,069,447 ; United 
Statesand Cuba, 223,435 against 407,139. Total, 2,401,201, against 2,476,586. (Czarnikow, March 26th.) 
Total, 2,447,934 against 2,529,870. (Czarnikow, April 1st.) 2,447,259 against 2,561,364.

SUGAR IN-UNITED KINGDOM.—(13 weeks.) Landings, 206,250 tons, against 152,478. 
Deliveries, 183,554 against 165,058 ; Stocks, 132,506 against 46,454.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % 12/5 against 94.

COCOA.—Prices for Trinidad Cocoa were fairly steady at auction, 31st March. Market 
generally reported dull. Mail reports as to production not received at time of printing.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Go., and 
Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.) March 13th.—A few light showers have fallen, but more rain much 
wanted. 20th.—Some acceptable rains in Mahaica and at Plantation Skeldon. Elsewhere some light 
showers have fallen, but more rain wanted. 26th—Rain is falling generally. 28th.—Fine rains have 
fallen generally since last advices. Trinidad (per favour of the Colonial Company, Limited, and Messrs. 
Wm. F. Burnley & Co., Limited). March 17th.— Weather fine for harvesting. Weather favourable.

Favourablp- 3?st.—Harvesting going on well. Favourable. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. 
Wilkinson & Gaviller). 24th.—Good Reaping weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office' 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &e.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

May, 1896.

THE PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE, 7th May.—A large number of Members of 
Parliament were communicated with. Fifty Members promised to attend, subject to their Parliamentary 
duties. Twenty-four Members actually attended, and great interest was shown in the question. 
Owing to the condition of Parliamentary business, there did not seem to be much prospect of a debate 
this Session, but the fact that so many Members of Parliament met for the purpose of considering the 
question, was a good augury for future Parliamentary action. What, however, is really wanted now, 
is a deputation to Lord Salisbury to support him in his offer to take part in International negotiations 
if an opportunity occurs. The German Bill, raising the bounties, is practically passed, subject to its 
revision, if the other Powers agreed to abolish their bounties. All West Indians have expressed 
themselves much indebted to Mr. Lubbock for his statement of the case at the Parliamentary 
Conference, and he was supported by representatives from the West India Associations of Liverpool 
and Glasgow.

CABLE COMMUNICATION.—The following statement by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, in the House of Commons, was made on April 23rd, 1896, in reply to Mr. Tomlinson, M.P.— 
■“ I have received communications from the West India Colonies representing the importance of 
establishing improved telegraphic communication between this country and those colonies for the 
purposes of Imperial Defence as well as for commercial purposes. I have no reason to think that there 
are any insuperable constructive difficulties in effecting such communication. Proposals on the subject 
are under consideration, and I hope that they may result in a cable being laid at no distant date.”

In consequence of the above, a meeting of the London firms on the West India Committee has 
been held, and the following Resolution was ordered to be sent to the Secretary of State :—“ The West 
India Committee, representing Proprietary, Mercantile and other interests in the United Kingdom 
connected with the British West Indies, have observed with much satisfaction the statement recently 
made in the House of Commons that proposals for a Cable Communication with these colonies via 
Halifax and Bermuda have been made. The Committee are of opinion that any such alternative 
Cable, entirely British, would be a great boon to the West India Trade, inasmuch as the proposed line 
would largely reduce the present onerous charge for telegrams between those Colonies and the Mother 
Country, the charge for telegrams between British Guiana and the United Kingdom being higher 
than that for telegrams from any other part of the world. The Committee trust that the proposals 
of the Halifax and Bermuda Company will receive the favourable consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government.”

SOUTH AFRICAN SUGAR AND TRANSVAAL REPUBLIC.—The following letter 
has been received in reply to that printed in last circular:—“ Foreign Office to West India Committee, 
May 7th, 1896. The Chairman, Sir,—The Marquess of Salisbury, has been in communication with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies in regard to the admission into the South African Republic, free of 
duty, of Sugar from Portuguese Territories in South Africa. In reply I am directed by his Lordship 
to state, for the information of the West India Committee, that in the opinion of Her Majesty’s 
Government, though under Article 25 of the Pretoria Convention of 1881, now replaced by Article 13 
of the London Convention of 1884, British Colonial produce was and is entitled to most favoured 
Nation treatment, Earl Granville, then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, at the time when the 
Portuguese Transvaal Treaty of 1875 was ratified, specifically waived any claim to exemption from 
duty for British produce arising out of the provisions of that treaty ; Article 5 of which reciprocally 
exempted from duties the products of the Transvaal, and of the Portuguese Possessions of Mozambique. 
Lord Granville, on that occasion, in a despatch addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon on 
May 2nd, 1882, to be found at page 18 of Parliamentary Paper C. 3410, stated that Her Majesty’s 
Government had no intention of claiming the benefit of similar exemption, but that they considered 
the stipulation for reciprocal exemption should be retained in the Treaty looking to the difficulty of 
collecting duties on the extended land frontier of the Portuguese Possessions and the Transvaal. This
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stipulation is regarded as still holding good, but Her Majesty’s present Government is debarred by the 
declaration above referred to from claiming equal treatment in this respect. I he abo\c shows the 
value of the Favoured Nation Clause. It can be set aside at any moment, and a whole trade paralysed, 
because to carry it out would cause some local difficulties in the Custom House regulations oi the 
Portuguese Possessions and the Transvaal. The following points arise : (i) A Treaty has been 
made°and exists, between Portugal and the Transvaal. (2) Under that Freaty, British produce 
(claiming favoured Nation treatment) should go into the Transvaal on the same terms as produce from 
the Portuguese Possessions. (3) Lord Granville gave up the right of the Favoured Nation Clause 
because of some local difficulties. (4) And, in accordance with that . unofficial understanding, 
the whole of British South African produce is charged with heavy duties and compelled to seek 
an outlet elsewhere, whilst Portuguese products are admitted into the Transvaal free of duty. And 
our present Government feel themselves bound to continue this arrangement.

COLONIAL TRADE.—The following letter, by Mr. N. Lubbock, appears in the Tim v April 
22nd :—“ I feel sure that most of our colonies will be of opinion that Mr. Chamberlain has rendered 
good service to the Empire by showing, as he has done, that the grounds of commerce are those to 
which we must first look—preliminary to all others—as a means of permanently binding the various 
members of the Empire one to another. My present object of writing to you is, however, to >how b. w, 
under such a system as that suggested by Mr. Chamberlain, not only would the bonds which hold the 
colonies to the mother country be drawn more closely, but the several colonies would be drawn inter se 
into closer union and benefit mutually by such an arrangement. I allude more particularly to the 
largely-increased trade which would result between Canada and the West Indies. The English market 
should be thrown open to West Indian sugar. At present it is prevented from coming to Great 
Britain, with the exception of a small quantity of specially-prepared sugar, which suits the tastes of a 
certain class of consumers. The bulk of our West Indian sugar goes to the United States, that being 
the only free, or approximately free, market for it ; and to keep this market the West Indian colonies 
have had to adapt their fiscal regulations in such a way as not to cause offence to the United States. 
The result is that the large trade in lumber and food stuffsis almost entirely in the hands of the United 
States. But if the British market were restored to the West Indies there would be nothing to prevent 
these colonies giving favoured treatment to Canada, and the increased trade which Canada would 
thereby secure would be very considerable. Canada has more than once proposed a favoured trade 
with the West Indies, but she cannot provide a sufficiently large market for West Indian sugar, and 
the West Indies cannot afford, under present conditions, to lose the United States market. Although, 
therefore, they would naturally wish to favour a sister colony rather than a foreign country, they are 
at present prevented from doing so by the supineness of the mother country in allowing the English 
market to be closed to West Indian sugar by the operation of foreign bounties.’’

ST. KITTS-NEVIS.—The Secretary of State has been pleased to forward copy of a 
Report by the Commander of H.M.S. “ Tartar.” Everything was quiet, and there did not appear 
to be the slightest probability of any further riots. A volunteer force was being organized, and 
the constabulary immensely improved. All the “Tartar’s” men were withdrawn on the 20th March. 
Everything was perfectly quiet ; there were no more cases of Cane burning, and the labourers 
were working on all the Estates.

BRITISH GUIANIA. The Planters’ Association forward copy of Memorial in course of 
signature, urging an early settlement of the Boundary question, and 'that no part of the Colony 
r §^ven UP which England holds under treaty and settlement. The Memorial informs the Secretary 

of State that a large addition of English and Foreign capital is ready to be invested in the 
Mining industry, if the Boundary question is finally settled.

SUGAR PROSPECTS (Messrs. Clark, De Silva & Co., 8th).—The absorption of raw by 
America is telling upon supplies for United Kingdom. Consumption shows a steady increase, and 
threatens, unless promptly checked, to create a serious scarcity before the new crops can become 
available. Ihe six months to March show an increase of consumption amounting to 5^ per cent. The

Cr°P WaS est^mated at 125,000 tons, and owing to the neglected state of the fields the prospects 
o the next crop are very unfavourable, probably not exceeding 300,000 tons. The total Cane and 

ee crops for 1895-6» are given by Messrs. Clark at 6,399,000 against 7,853,000 in 1894-5. {Journal des
13 ’ ^eather. f°r Sr°wmg Beet crop propitious, but on the whole the crop sowing is

«h- sowings up to the I st of May are estimated :—Germany, 420,000 hectares, 
280 ooo^rnvpr^nn95’ or nearly 12^ per cent, increase; Austria-Hungary, 347,000 hectares, against 
i?ncr’^ increase; Belgium, 7o.ooo hectares, against 5^00 Jr nearly 20 per cent,
increase, Holland, 44,000 hectares, against 33,000. or 33 per cent, increase ; France. 240^00 hectares.
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against 205,000, or 17 per cent, increase. Including other countries, the total sowing of the- 
European Beet crop is 1,500,000 hectares, against 1,340,000 in 1895, or practically, an average 
increase of about 12 per cent, in sowings for the crop of 1896-7. (Czarnikow, 14th).—The 
statistical position has not improved so much as expected. Stocks should show a more rapid decline. 
The leading provisions of the German Sugar Bill seem to have passed Parliament. These are—A home 
duty of ios. 6d., instead of 9s.; a drawback on a production not exceeding 1,700,000 tons of is. 3d. 
instead of 7^d. raws, and is. 6d. instead of is. granulated. This is said to operate against excessive 
sowing, unless market price is high. The weather is fairly good, but the whole crop begins late. 
Warm rains are wanted. (Note.—On the whole there seems a prospect of a maintenance of prices, 
with perhaps strengthening).

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow 14th). Total, 2,221,461, against 2,540,246.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Stocks, 121,006, against 82,307; Landings, 279,704, 
against 269,837 ; Deliveries, 268,454, against 247,373.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 per cent. (Czarnikow) 12s. 2d., against 10s. 3d.

COCOA.— Auctions on May 12th, prices quiet, but large quantity disposed of. Fine Trinidad in 
demand at steady rates. The large supply of Grenada met a steady demand, and was nearly all sold at 
slightly lower rates. Guayaquil and African all bought in.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co., 
and Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 29th April—Weather dry and rain wanted. 12th May—Some 
acceptable rains have fallen in Demerara County. 14th.—Occasional showers ; more rain wanted. 
Trinidad (per favour of the Colonial Company, Limited, and Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Limited). 
28th April, and 12th May—Harvesting going on well. Weather favourable. Barbados (per favour 
of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). 21st April.—First part of fortnight dry, latter rainy. 5th May.— 
Bad reaping weather.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 131.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE,

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER STREET, LONDON, E.C.,

15^ June, 1896.

CHANGE OF OFFICE.—A more convenient office has been taken on the second floor of 
this house. It is easily approachable by lift, which is reached either from the entrance in Billiter 
Square, or that in Billiter Avenue.

SUGAR BOUNTIES SUBSCRIPTIONS.—It has been ascertained that subscriptions are 
being collected on behalf of an “ Anti-Bounty Association.” This proceeding is not connected with 
the West India Committee and has not been authorized by them.

SUGAR BOUNTIES IN PARLIAMENT.—Sir C. E. Howard Vincent, who continues to 
show much interest in the matter, and proposes further to question Ministers as to the operation of the 
German and Austrian Laws, elicited from Mr. Ritchie, President of the Board of Trade, a statement 
that Government had previously made representations to Germany on Bounties, but he did not think 
any further negotiations would have any good effect. (Regarding Mr. Ritchie’s long connection with 
this question and especially his chairmanship of the Sugar Industries Parliamentary Committee, his 
present attitude is observed with some disappointment.)

THE GERMAN BOUNTIES.—The Sugar Tax Amendment Bill has come into force. The 
following is extracted from the “Times”:—“ Prior to 1887 the German sugar tax was calculated on 
the amount of beetroot employed by the different sugar factories in Germany, the assumption being 
that a given weight of roots would invariably yield an approximately stable proportion of raw sugar. 
For a while this rough-and-ready system of taxation seems to have worked satisfactorily, but improved 
machinery and the employment of beetroot of a superior quality resulted in the extraction of a vastly 
increased percentage of sugar from the quantity of roots forming the unit of taxation. No duty was 
paid on this surplus, which, as it was sold at the same price as other sugar, represented a proportionately 
greater profit for the producer. But manufacturers of sugar intended for export were entitled to an 
indemnity ostensibly equivalent to the duty paid upon the raw material. Thus, 20 cwt. of green roots 
being calculated to produce 1 cwt. of raw sugar, and each cwt. of sugar being liable to 50 pf. duty, the 
Government paid indemnities to all exporters of sugar at the rate of 50 pf. per cwt. But as 20 cwt. of 
green roots were ultimately made to yield from 11 cwt. to 2 cwt. of raw sugar, exporters received 
bounties ranging between 25 to 50 per cent, of their indemnities—a circumstance which, while it led 
to a rapid development of the sugar industry, completely extinguished the revenue accruing to the 
State from the sugar tax.
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“ In 1869 a vain attempt was made to remedy this abuse by lowering the unit of taxation from 
20 cwt. of green roots to I2| cwt. By 1887 things had come to such a pass that the State was actually 
paying a bounty of 41 marks on every joo kilogrammes of sugar exported. It therefore became 
imperatively necessary to modify the system of taxation. A new duty was introduced, based on the 
consumption of sugar, and the export bounty was fixed at 2| marks per 100 kilogrammes. 1 he new 
arrangement, however, proved to be hardly less unsatisfactory than the old, and in 1891 the Imperial 
Diet decided further to reduce the bounties to 1 m. 25 pf. per 100 kilos, as a preliminary to their entire 
abolition on July 31, 1897, provided that in the meantime other-bounty paying countries—namely, 
Austria and France—should agree to do likewise. But, as the German Government failed to obtain 
the consent of those countries, it became necessary to regulate anew the question of the sugar bounties. 
Hence the present law, which re-establishes the 1887 export bounty tariff of 2^ marks per 100 kilos, 
and fixes the duty on raw sugar intended for home consumption at 21 marks, instead of 18 as heretofore. 
It further introduces a graduated tax on production, beginning with 10 pfennige per 100 kilos for the 
first 4,000,000 kilos produced in a given factory, with a 25 per cent, increase in the duty on every 

additional million kilos.”

(Note.—Particulars of the proposed new Austrian Law have not yet been received.)

TRINIDAD.—An interesting account has been received of the Queen’s Birthday Parade of the 
Trinidad local forces. The proceedings reflect the highest credit upon the Commandant, the Hon. 
Colonel Alexander Man. His energy and his great ability in organisation are well known and much 
appreciated by all who have interests in Trinidad. The parade included Yeomanry Cavalry, Mounted 
Police, Field Artillery Volunteers, Light Infantry Volunteer Battalion, Police Infantry Battalion, 
with Cyclists, Maxima, Ambulance and Transport Detachments. The approximate numbers give a 
total of 929 men, with 115 horses and mules. The Brigadier was Colonel Man, the Brigade-Major 
was Major Todd, and the Aide-de-Camp was Major Shine Wilson, of the Trinidad Yeomanry Cavalry, 
of which Captain Lange was the commander. There were two field batteries of the Trinidad 
Volunteer Artillery, commanded by Captain Rust. The Trinidad Light Infantry Volunteers were 
commanded by the Hon. Colonel D. Wilson, C.M.G. There is no space to give the other particulars 
of the Parade, but the great interest taken by influential men in the Colony in the establishment of a 
protective force is a proof of the public spirit which exists in Trinidad.

GRENADA.— I he first issue of the Hand Book, Directory and Almanac of Grenada has been 
received. It is for 1896, and is a most useful compilation, with photographic illustrations. It is edited 
by Mr. Drayton, Colonial Secretary, and will be much appreciated by all who are interested in the 
island. The information it gives will make this Colony and its resources better known.

BRITISH GUIANA BANK.—In consequence of the statements connected with the disappear
ance of Mr. Sproston, Junr., the Chairman of the British Guiana Bank, a meeting of the Combined 
Court was held, and the Government was authorised to guarantee the payment of all Bills of Exchange 
drawn or accepted by the British Guiana Bank, the guarantee extending to the 31st December 1896 
with certain limitations and restrictions, the aggregate not to exceed £100,000, and security as to 
repayment provided for. The action of the Government and Legislature in thus preventing financial 
difficulties in the Colony is both prompt and effective.

SI. KITTS-NEVIS—rhe letter addressed to the Hon. Edward Todd, printed in Circular, 
No ia9 has been acknowledged, and a letter in reply is on its way. In the meantime, it is noticed 
that a Meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society has been held in Basseterre There 
appears to have been no unanimity in regard to proprietors agreeing to a Mutual Insurance Fund or to 
a mutual agreement as to the rate of wages. A resolution was passed, however, in favour of the
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Government establishing a protective force. Whether a petition for such protective force has reached 
the Secretary of State is not known, but it probably has not yet been received. It is hoped that next 
mail will bring some indication of the planters’ feeling in regard to the questions relating to Mutual 
Insurance and Rates of Wages.

COMMERCIAL UNION.—The following is an extract from Mr. Chamberlain’s speech to the 
Congress of Chambers of Commerce, on 9th June.—“ I admit that, if I understand it correctly, I find 
the germs of such a proposal in a resolution which is to be submitted to you on behalf of the Toronto 
Board of Trade. What is that resolution ? Again I say I hope that I am correctly explaining it. 
That resolution I understand to be one for the creation of a British ZolIverein or Customs Union, 
which would establish at once practically free trade throughout the British Empire, but would leave 
the separate contracting parties free to make their own arrangements with regard to duties on foreign 
goods, except that this is an essential condition of the proposal—that Great Britain shall consent to 
replace moderate duties upon certain articles which are of large production in the Colonies. Now, if 
I have rightly understood it, these articles would comprise corn, meat, wool, and sugar, and perhaps 
other articles of enormous consumption in this country, which are at present largely produced in the 
Colonies, and which might, under such an arrangement, be wholly produced by British labour. On 
the other hand, as I have said, the Colonies, while maintaining their duties upon foreign importations, 
would agree to a free interchange of commodities with the rest of the Empire, and would cease to 
place protective duties on any product of British labour. That is the principle of the German 
Zollverein, that is the principle which underlies federation in the United States of America ; and I do 
not doubt for a moment that if it were adopted it would be the strongest bond of union between the 
British race throughout the world.”

SUGAR.—The Journal des Fabricants, 10th June, says : Germany armed by premiums of war, 
attempts to expel French Sugars from the general market. There are so many interests concerned 
(the wine and cider industries amongst them) in the raising of the price of Sugar by increased excise 
duties and bounties, that the Sugar question in France presents great difficulties. The economic 
position of the French Colonies is far from brilliant, and anything which tends to raise the price of 
Sugar and restrict consumption, must tell upon the demand for French Colonial Sugar which now comes 
into France to the extent of 75,000 tons. The hot weather, followed now by rains, appears to be good 
for the roots in France. In many parts, however, the rains have been insufficient. The weather has 
also been good in Germany and Austria, and complaints are less urgent. In the above countries, if 
the weather continues favourable, the fears caused by the dryness and the preceding frosts will be 
dissipated. With 17I per cent, increased sowing over last year, and with an equal yield, the production 
of Beet Sugar will be 5,000,000 tons. (This estimate, of course, is only really founded upon possibilities.) 
Messrs. H. Clark de Silva & Co. (8th) explain that the slow decrease in visible supplies is due to 
supplies of Cane being hurried forward, and to causes connected with the statistics of German stocks, 
and that the real decrease is not yet apparent. There is nothing in the position to justify the 
decline which has taken place. Consumption is undiminished and a serious deficiency in supplies is 
possible before the new crops. Rains have stopped grinding in Cuba, and exports are expected to 
Tange under 200,000 tons. Messrs. Clark repeat an increase of general beet sowings of 17I per cent., 
with an out-turn of 5,000,000 tons, but, with the Cuban reductions, this will not be too much for 
consumption. Mr- Czarnikow (nth) anticipates that the next four months’ consumption in England 
and America will be larger than ever. The proposed Austrian Law contemplates keeping of the present 
drawback at 1.60 fl. for raw and 2.30 fl. for refined, but the maximum amount of bounty is to be raised 
to 9,000,000 florins, allowing an export of 560,000 tons raw at full rates of drawback or bounty. Again, 
.calculations based on last year’s extraordinary yield may be disappointed.



4

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Clark, 8th) Europe, and afloat for Europe, 1,736,000 tons against 
1,787,000. United States, 243,000 against 299,000. Afloat to United States, 90,000 against 82,000. 
Cuba, 70,000 against 320,000. Total 2,139,000 against 2,488,000. (Czarnikow, 1 ith) I otals 2,ooq,>47 

against 2,359,612.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 per cent. (Czarnikow.) 10/6 against 9 9.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM. 23 weeks. Landings, 332,021 against 353,054. 

Deliveries, 318,695 against 312,346. Stocks, 123,145 against 100,551.

COCOA.—The last public sales were on a smaller scale than usual, and only a small part of 
Trinidad was disposed of at previous rates. The moderate supplies of Grenada showed an advance 
of 6d., and the general tone of West Indian was firmer. Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co. (Irinidad . 
27th May).—Only moderate supplies available. The long dry weather will diminish crop as compared 

with last year, deficiency being estimated at 20,000 bags. Prices are firmly maintained. A considerable 
quantity goes to the United States. The total exports from 1st October to date were 86,698 bags, 
against 107,334. Venezuelan Cocoa was coming in freely, and readily bought up.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.. 
Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co., and the Colonial Company, Ld.). 18th May.—Rain has fallen 
heavily. 21st.—Fine rains have fallen generally since last message. 22nd.—Wet weather continues. 
28th.—Heavy rains beneficial to cultivation. 4th June.—Showery and favourable to cultivation. 
4th-—Favourable for cultivation and grinding. 8th.—Weather all that can be desired, nice showers 
with fine days intervening. 12th.—Heavy rains have fallen generally since last message. Trinidad 
(per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ld., and the Colonial Company, Ld.). 27th May.—The 
rainy season has set in. 27th.—Favourable. 3rd and 10th June.—Too wet. Barbados (per favour of 
Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). 19th May.—Bad reaping weather. 2nd June.—Heavy rains generally 
throughout the Island.

Information, con ections, &c.« relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be Mad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 132.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C..

l$th July, 1896.

SUGAR BOUNTIES.—This question has continued to receive the anxious consideration of 
the Committee. It has been thought that the Colonies so largely concerned should again memorialise Her 
Majesty’s Government; with a view to a discussion of the question on the Foreign Office vote Members 
of Parliament were communicated with, and a considerable amount of influential support was promised. 
There has been, however, up to the present, no opportunity for discussion, owing to the reluctance of 
the Government to take the initiative in negotiations for the abolition of bounties. The attention 
of the Government, however, is being kept alive to this question, and acknowledgments are due to 
Mr. J. Parker Smith, M.P., Mr. W. F. Lawrence, M.P., Mr. Cross, M.P., Sir Howard Vincent, M.P., 
and Sir George Baden Powell, M.P., for the interest they have shown. There seems an impression in 
Parliament that the raising of the Continental Bounties can only be the prelude to their abolition, as 
the burden must be felt to be too great, and France, apparently, still hesitates as to further burdening 
her taxpayers. In the meantime the Foreign Office sends us a letter which will be read with interest: 
Sir Edmund Monson, British Ambassador, to Lord Salisbury, dated Vienna, June 15th, 1896.— 
“ My Lord,"-Although the Delegations are now in session at Budapest, a special sitting of the Lower 
House of the Austrian Reichsrath was held on Saturday last for the consideration of the new law 
regarding Sugar Bounties. In view of recent legislation in Germany on the subject, the Imperial 
Government appear to have been of opinion that it was indispensable, in the interest of the sugar 
industry of Austria, to introduce a Bill, the main provision of which is that the maximum total sum 
to be permitted as Bounties on sugar is to be increased from five to nine million florins a year, while the 
Inland Sugar Tax is to be raised from 11 to 13 florins per hundred kilogrammes. The Bill in question, 
which is, however, merely of a provisional character, and only to remain in force for one year, pending 
further legislation on the whole subject of Sugar taxation was met, as was to be expected, with 
considerable opposition, the opponents of the Government measure contending that the consumers in 
this country would be obliged to pay a still higher price for their sugar, in order that the limited 
class of sugar manufacturers might be still further benefited, and that, in consequence of the over
production which was sure to ensue, the only other persons who would gain any advantage were the 
consumers in England and America, where the prices would be still further reduced. The Minister of 
Finance, however, in replying to these objections, stated that, in consequence of the system of bounties 
in Germany, it was absolutely necessary to raise the bounties in this country, unless they were 
prepared to abandon all idea of further competition. The additional Inland Tax, moreover, which was
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proposed, was but infinitesimal, when compared with the great interests that were at stake in 
saving from ruin a highly developed industry, upon which hundreds of thousands depended for then- 
existence. The debate, which was carried on in a thin house, was brought to a conclusion yesterday, 
when the Bill was carried by a majority of 48, including the members for Galicia, Bohemia, and the 
representatives of the great landed estates, while the German Liberals, the German National Party 

and the Anti-Semites voted against the measure.”

The general body of French fabricants and refiners are pressing their Government to take action 
in consequence of the German Bounties. They propose that the bounty should be 4^ francs for 
refined and 3I for raw. The 4! francs would represent about 2s. per cwt. or ^2 per ton. The duty 
on foreign Cane Sugar is to be raised from 7 frahcs to 10.50. Supplementary measures will be taken 
to facilitate the working of refineries in obtaining their raw material. A Government Commission is 
to be appointed. M. Meline, the Minister for Agriculture, has been discussing the War of Bounties, 
but it does not appear that the French Government are anxious to place heavier burdens upon their 
taxpayers. All the information from France tends to show that the French revenue is largely 
injured by bounties, and that the French Sugar Industry, from bad cultivation and inferior juice, 
cannot exist without a bounty of from £2 to £2 per ton. France would be in a better position if she 
abolished bounties, accepting the challenge of Germany and Austria. It almost seems clear that the 
present war of bounties cannot go on, for it does no good to anybody, and is simply suicidal for the 
Countries concerned.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—The reports from France are only partly satisfactory. A large part 
of the crop in France is very backward, and only a middling Crop is expected. The crop prospects are 
certainly inferior to those in Germany. The German crop is reported to be in a fairly satisfactory 
state. So far as the total crop is concerned, it may reach 4,750,000 tons. There are no trustworthy 
estimates as yet with regard to 1896-7 crop • and the 5,000,000 tons, sometimes so confidently spoken 
of, may not be realized, and with nearly 1,000,000 tons less in Cuba, the market must be stronger. 
Messrs. H. Clark de Silva & Co. say that with a deficiency in the Beet, and 861,000 tons less in the 
Cane supply, we have still to reckon with a total deficiency in supplies of about 1,384,000 tons. 
Consumption is increasing on the largest scale ever known. The total Cane and Beet crops for i'8 >5-6 
are given at '6,469,000 against 7,853,000 in 1894-5. Mr. Czarnikow attributes present depression to 
pressure to realize speculative purchases.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES. (Clark). Europe and afloat to Europe 1,492,000 against 1,^4^,000 
United States and Cuba 408,000 against 586,000. Total 1,900,000 against 2,131,000. (Czarnikow) 
Total 1,806,581 against 2,106,033. These figures appear more satisfactory than any for sometime past.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow) 9/9I against 9/1 o|, 1895.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—27 weeks. Imports 397,925 against440,016. Deliveries 
373»757 against 374,098. Stocks 132^421 against 125,039.

COCOA.—The Market has been dull, 2,461 bags Trinidad bought in, middling to good 
51/^ fine to superior 53/- to 64/-, Grenada sold from 41- to 45 6 for good to fine red. Cocoa 
(Cadbury’s) sold at I2§d. to i3fd.

47;- to 
butter

COCOA BUTTER.—There are apparently no statistics as to the imports of Cocoa Butter, duty 
ree, into the United Kingdom. The question is one of difficulty, as Cocoa Butter, wherever 
manufactured, must lead to a demand for genuine Cocoa, of which it is mainly composed. But when 
this composition (no doubt extensively used by some English Chocolate makers) not only comes in duty



3

free, but with an export bounty granted by the German Government of M.37.50 per 100 Kilos, (or 
at least 18 - to 19/- per cwt.) the effect upon the Market in England for genuine Cocoa will be at once 
seen. Accordingly the Chancellor af the Exchequer has included the following in the Budget Bill :— 
“The duty of Customs now payable on cocoa or chocolate, ground, prepared, or in any way manufac
tured, under the provisions of the Act 42 and 43 Vic, c. 21, s. 3, shall be payable on that product of the 
Cocoa bean which is generally known as Cocoa butter.” Out of every cwt. of raw Cocoa about 86 lb. 
of Cocoa butter was manufactured. It is gratifying to find that “this protection of the Foreignei 
against the Englishman,” according to Sir Michael Hicks Beach, has led at once to a readjustment of 
duties to secure equal competition. The same argument applies to Sugar under bounty, if our 
Government had the courage and the wisdom to do an act of justice to our Sugar producing Colonies. 
The duty on Cocoa butter is finally fixed at id. per lb.

GRENADA.—Attention has been called to the great increase of the Public expenditure of this 
Island, which is not justified by any corresponding increase in Production or Trade. In the year 1880, 
the expenditure was £38,000 ; in 1887, it was £44,569 and in 1894, it was £59,594. The burden of 
taxation, notwithstanding the increase of population, has become heavier, and the accounts for 1895, 
with a decreased production of Cocoa, and a depression of price for that produce, will probably show a 
more unsatisfactory result. A considerable portion of the Revenue is raised from Import Duties, and 
the Imports (no doubt temporarily) fell off to such an extent that 10 per cent, additional on the 
Customs Duties has had to be imposed. The expenditure in 1880, as above stated, was £38,00.0, and 
the value of the Exports on the average was £190,000. In 1888 the Expenditure was £'51,122, and the 
Exports averaged £210,000. In 1894, the value of total Exports dropped (for that year) to £189,614, 
with a Public Expenditure of, in round numbers, £60,000; the Production and Trade of the Colony, 
therefore, has not increased. A considerable amount is spent on the Police Force, to which no objection 
could be taken if the Force were generally considered efficient. The Public Debt of the Colony has 
increased from £12,140 in 1880 to no less than £96,100 in 1894. It is possible the money has been 
well spent in developing the resources of the Island, but this remains to be shown by the Local 
Government. The Expenditure for Government House should be examined, and the large outlay for 
roads and bridges, about £50,000, has also to be defended upon its results. No objection, of course, 
could be taken, if-proportionate results could be shown. With a debt equal to one half of the value 
of its yearly export, it might be expected that some attention should be given to this matter, both by 
the Local Government and the Secretary of State. The expenses of the Civil and Judicial 
Establishments might be considerablly reduced,. The Chief Justice, for instance, is paid handsomely, 
but has very little work to do. Each of the Windward Islands has apparently a Chief Justice to itself. 
The time must come when a more economical and equally efficient arrangement will be made. The 
Local Town Boards have a Loan Debt of £20,599, with current liabilities of £1,689, and a sinking 
fund of £247. The first requisite for Grenada and for other Islands is a thoroughly sound system of 
finance, and not a policy of drifting into expenditure, the end of which can only be too clearly foreseen.

ST. VINCENT.—Attention has been given to representations made by Members connected 
with the Island; what is wanted however, in order to complete a case for the Secretary of State, is 
that full information should be received from the Colony as to its finances, production, taxation and 
trade for 189^. It is requested that full information should be forwarded to the Secretary of the 

West India Committee.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co., 
and Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.). 3rd July.—Continues wet. 8th.—Favourable for cultivation. 
Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co., Ld.). 8th.—Too wet. Barbados (per Messrs. 
Wilkinson & Gaviller). 30th June.—Rains have continued since our last cable (on 16th).
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Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 

machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 133.
I * i _ u - - 1 ~ J J ■• —' - ■* • L - - 1 A AJSi *-■-’* -.j . . I J Uj U III I j vxll O I • 1111\_1.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C.,

Azigust, 1896..

SUGAR BOUNTIES.—A letter was received from the Foreign Office, 8th July, stating that 
the French Government were said to be preparing a Bill for the protection of the Sugar Industry in 
France, in consequence of recent legislation in Germany and Austria, and enclosing an extract from 
the Temps, giving a summary of the measures proposed. (Later French advices report that this Bill 
has been postponed till the autumn, but a decree has been issued imposing a surtax on Foreign Sugars 
in France, with the view of excluding bounty-fed German and Austrian Sugars. This decree operates 
from August ist, when the increased bounties in Germany and Austria came into force.) In acknowledging 
the Foreign Office letter of the 8th July, the Committee wrote, 16th, “ We believe, from the general 
tendency of information received, that the French Government are very reluctant to impose additional 
burdens upon their taxpayers and consumers of Sugar by still further raising their bounties and excise 
duties, and we venture to hope that this opportunity will be taken by H. M. Government to approach the 
French Government, with the view of preparing the way for more general negotiations with the 
Sugar powers, respecting the abolition of a system which is now acknowledged to be an excessive 
burden upon the treasuries, taxpayers and consumers of the countries concerned.” Mr. George Curzon 
writes in reply, 29th July, “ I am directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to refer you to the 
correspondence with this department in December, 1895, and March last, and to add that in his 
Lordship’s opinion any steps that might be taken by H. M. Government at the present moment, with 
a view to bringing about the abolition of Sugar Bounties, would not lead to any practical result.” Of 
course no statement is made as to the reason of this opinion. The British Government shut the door, 
but apparently do not lock it. Every form of argument has been exhausted on this side, and it 
remains now for the Colonies, by their memorials, to bring about a more favourable attitude especially 
by Mr. Chamberlain.

The following letter, by Mr. Henry K. Davson, appears in St. James's Gazette of July 30th, 
“ Sir,—Your able and exhaustive article on Foreign Bounties published in your issue of the 21st inst. 
has been read with great interest by all who are connected with the great English industries attacked. 
The attempt by Germany, Austria, and France to bring about the ruin of the British sugar-producing 
colonies has been of such persistency and has extended over such a long period that it has .almost 
become a familiarly accepted fact. But now that similar attacks are being made by bounties on 
shipping, threatening the gravest injuries, not only to the great maritime transport industry of this 
country, but to English agriculture and commerce generally, the time has surely arrived when serious 
attention should be given to the matter by the Government and Parliament. The British shipping, 
industry is engaged in the carrying trade of the world, and the attack made upon it will not be felt by 
itself alone, but must injure British commerce to a vital extent• for when, the shipping trade is 
paralyzed, freights will be in'foreign hands and would be capable of being raised to any extent. A 
more flagrant interference by foreign countries with English trade could not be imagined. At present 
the Shipping Bounties are being used to reduce English freights and to force foreign .goods- upon -the •
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English consumer to the displacement of our home productions. Wheat and dairy produce imported 
in subsidized foreign bottoms, must tell largely upon our agriculture, and no limit could be placed 
upon the import of foreign manufactures to the detriment of all our important centres of industry and 
the large populations engaged therein. Thus will be repeated the experience of the Sugar Bounties, 
which have driven British colonial produce out of English markets and entirely destroyed our home 
refining industry, which at one time so largely employed labour both in England ’and Scotland. All 
classes are concerned in serious consideration being given to the matter. Our consumers will fall into 
the hands of foreign manufacturers, who will be able to regulate prices as they please ; English 
manufactures will be displaced by foreign goods; the English shipping trade will be made more 
unprofitable than it is at present, and the British farmer will look with still more gloomy eyes than at 
present upon his wheat and dairy produce. Is it not time for all the great interests concerned to 
combine in resisting these insidious, dangerous, and far-reaching foreign schemes ? Why should not 
representatives of the shipping, agricultural, and manufacturing industries combine to form a plan of 
campaign? We pride ourselves on our Free Trade policy. Shall we calmly submit to foreign 
countries taking advantage of it by unfair methods to oust us from our own market ? There is plenty 
of experience in connection with the Sugar Bounties to throw light upon the effects of the bounty 
system and to make clear the only possible remedies.”

TRINIDAD.—As there were at present so many representatives of the Trinidad Sugar Industry 
in England, it was thought desirable to approach the Secretary of State, especially in view of the new 
Immigration Ordinance. The following points were therefore put before Mr. Chamberlain, i.—That 
there should be a more prompt and efficient administration of the Labour Law by the Magistracy, with 
regard to the imposition of small fines, inadequate punishment, and postponement of decisions, causing 
doubts as to the law, and much expense and inconvenience to estates. 2.—That greater care
should be taken in the collection of the immigrants in India, as only suitable and healthy people should 
be embarked. This subject had already been referred to the Trinidad Emigration Agent at Calcutta, 
and in a letter to the Secretary of State, 29th June, 1896, Mr. O. W. Warner defends the quality of 
the emigrants embarked. Upon arrival in Trinidad, however, dissatisfaction was expressed by the 
Protector of Immigrants, and from a statement made by the Hon. G. Townsend Fenwick, printed in 
Trinidad Royal Gazette, of 19th March, 1896, it appears that “all sorts and conditions of the lower 
classes, besides agricultural labourers, are sent.” A large number of the people introduced are found 
to be physically unfit for ordinary field labour. 3.—When it is necessary to bring immigrants before 
the Magistrates, it would be more proper and less invidious that the conduct of such cases should be in 
the hands of the Immigration Officers, having first satisfied themselves of the propriety of such 

• prosecutions. In any case, the manager of the estate should be relieved from prosecuting after 
submitting the case to the Protector. 4.-Clause 70 of the new ordinance, prohibiting an estate from 
receiving coolies when 15 per cent, of the indentured coolies earned less than 12 cents per day is 
unworkable, the said average being quite misleading as to the wages earned or possible. It is suggested 
that m future 280 days, instead of 365, should be the basis of the calculation, and also that deduction 
should be made of deserters and hospital patients, and also in case of an epidemic. Such clause does 
not appear in the British Guiana Law. It is understood that the Secretary of State will consent to a 
reyisal of the Law, if after 12 months’ further experience it should be found still unworkable In the 
meantime, it is understood that the clause will not be retrospective so as to deprive estates of new 
immigrants during the present season. S.-It is suggested that possibly the time might have arrived 
owing o greater cheapness of living, when the minimum wages for a full day’s work might be reduced 

23 ° 20 CeJ*s per day 111 future immigration contracts. The 25 cents rate was established a
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recoverable at the nominal close of the indenture. There is a general impression now among the 
coolies that when the actual five years is completed, they are not responsible for the generally large 
amount of time which they have lost. In justice to the estates, there should be a real means of 
obtaining the number of days work agreed upon in the contract. The Law with regard to harbouring 
deserters should be made more complete. Th addition to the heavy fine now inflicted for wilfully- 
harbouring a deserting immigrant, the Manager, Overseer, or other person becoming acquainted with such 
deserting immigrant, should -be bound under a. penalty to inform.forthwith the police or the immigration 
authorities of such deserter. 7.—The Immigration Department should take steps to. collect the 
free Passes given to Immigrants., (See Letter on this point to Secretary of State). 8.—The Protector^ 
proposal that fortnightly returns of the. whereabouts and earnings of Coolies, and that extra time 
worked should be fairly paid for, is approved, although the proposal as it stands seems hardly 
sufficiently, elastic. 9.—The planters are anxious that the indentured Coolies should eatn more than 
they do at present, as this would be altogether to the advantage of the immigrant. In. this policy the 
planters believe they are in accordance with the wishes of the Secretary of State.

TRINIDAD IMMIGRATION.—West India Committee to Colonial Office, 30th July, 1896J 
“ Sir,—Among the important points relating to the administration of the Labour Law in Trinidad, to 
which it is desired that the attention of the Secretary of State should be drawn, is that of the general 
circulation of free passes originally issued by the Immigration Department to Coolies who have completed 
their indentures or who are otherwise entitled to such papers. We are informed that there are in 
circulation a number of such passes which have become invalidated by the death or departure from the 
Colony of their original and proper owners. These papers are, it is believed, transferred, to a considerable 
extent, from hand to hand, with the consequence of much confusion and fraud. There is no effective 
means of identifying the person possessing such a pass at the time of its fraudulent use, and Coolies are 
able to desert from Estates, travel about the Country, and avoid altogether the work which under their 
own indentures they are bound to perform. We beg to suggest that as far as possible these invalid 
passes should be collected and their further use rendered impossible. There has evidently been great 
laxity in this matter on the part of the Immigration Department, and no doubt some trouble will be 
caused to the Department to make up for this laxity, but it seems to us important that the indiscriminate 
use of free passes now illegal and out of date should be entirely prevented. We believe that in 
Demerara lapsed passes are always collected and desertion is almost unknown. (Signed, N. LUBBOCK, 
Chairman). Note.—The above letter has been referred to the Governor of Trinidad. (C. O. 

August 4th.)

TRINIDAD TONNAGE DUES.—West India Committee to Colonial Office, 29th July. “ Sir,— 
On behalf of Proprietors and Merchants connected with San Fernando, Trinidad, I have been requested 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter addressed to Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons & Co. of the 21st May 
last, relating to a Petition signed by San Fernando Firms on the subject of the imposition of dues on 
Vessels loading or landing cargo at that Port for the improvement of the Harbour of Port of Spain ; 
and stating that the Governor of Trinidad had been instructed to reconsider the provisions of Ordinance 
No. 1 of 1896 : which imposes dues on cargoes landed or loaded elsewhere than at Port of Spain. We 
venture respectfully to hope that on the grounds stated in the Petition a decision has been arrived at 
exempting the Port of San Fernando from such dues. The matter has assumed an urgent form as the 
existing or probable imposition of such dues renders Vessels trading between that Port and the United 
States liable to the payment of tonnage dues in the Ports of the United States, according to the Law 

of that Country. Signed, N. LUBBOCK, Chairman.

(The Colonial Office reply 6th August, “after carefully considering the objections raised, 
Mr. Chamberlain has decided that the provisions of the ordinance which impose dues on cargoes 
loaded or landed elsewhere than at Port of Spain, may be allowed to remain in operation for a year, in



order that the incidence of the taxation levied under them may be observed and reported on. It is to 
be remembered that the port of San Fernando will be directly benefited by the lighthouses which are 
being constructed out of the loan for the redemption and payment of interest on which these dues are 
to be levied. I am to add that the law of the United States granting immunity from tonnage dues to 

vessels coming from free ports to which you refer, has been repealed.”)

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—In France rains have been general and abundant, improving the roots, 
and the situation is for the moment satisfactory, except in the case of the late sowings and re-sowings. 
A good yield is expected. In Germany the crop, although less advanced than last year, shows good 
prospect. In Austria-Hungary the situation is improved, but the development of the root is notably 
behindhand : same in Russia ; Belgium and Holland satisfactory. On the whole the state of the 
European crop is better than could have been expected after the long drought. Mr. Czarnikow reports a 
firmer market tone, owing to increased Home and American demand, likely to continue for some 
time. Stocks in consumers’ hands are unusually low. “ Any important advance, especially in new 
crop Beet, is to be deprecated, taking into account the present favourable crop prospects, and we must 
not lose sight of the fact that the actual level of prices is quite sufficient to give Continental producers, 
under their bounty system, a satisfactory profit.”

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow 6th). Europe and Cargoes afloat to Europe 1,294,009 tons 
against 1,347,430. United States 285,000 against 285,856.. Cuba 57,000 against 254,489. Afloat to 
United States 13,726 against 19,738. Total 1,650,635 against 1,907,513.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings to August 1st, Raw Sugar, 482,829 against 
49^,533- Deliveries 430,672 against 429,839. Stocks 162,176 against 126,537.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow) 10 - against 9/10A

COCOA.—Market remains quiet. Messrs. Gordon, Grant & Co., Trinidad,’ 22nd July, report 
limited deliveries, no important increase yet looked for. Weather favourable, and fairly good supplies 
expected later in the year. A good demand maintained and prices firm. Total Trinidad Shipments 
fiom October last to date, 111,298 bags, against 130,505 previous year. Colonial Company report 
June crop practically closed. New crop in market middle of October. Price firm, £8.7; to sio.?o, 
according to quality.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.) 
August 5th Dry with occasional showers. Trinidad (per favour of Messrs. W. F. Burnley & Co I d ) 
August 5th Weather good for growing canes. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller). 
July 29th—Seasonable. .

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a rear \nd other 

papers. Ocular IS supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian 
^4 not dextrous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretarv for filing at the office 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office

spapers,

(NoTE.-In order to make this Oscular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
mceive information and opmions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, qf steamship communications, &c.) °

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 134.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C.,

7 th September, 1896.

SUGAR BOUNTIES.—A Parliamentary Paper has been issued giving the official account, by 
Embassies, of the recent Sugar Legislation in Germany and other Countries. The information 
contained in this paper has already been given in previous Circulars.

Mr. Ernest E. Williams, the author of “Made in Germany” has followed up an excellent 
article in the St. James's Gazette, on Sugar Bounties, by an equally effective one in the Saturday 
Review, especially referring to the injury caused to the Home industry of Sugar Refining. This article 
has been followed by an important series of letters in the Review showing how the bounties affect the 
Colonies, the English and Scotch Refining Industry, and the consumer. The vigour with which a 
countervailing duty is recommended by independent critics is remarkable as showing how far the 
question has advanced. If the bounties are advantageous to the consumer, why not take the whole of 
such advantage by a duty, and let every taxpayer in the United Kingdom share in the relief, instead 
of .only accepting just as much as the foreigner chooses to give us for his own purpose of keeping open 
our market for his sugar ? The letters in the Review have been of a highly representative character. 
Those of the Chairman of the West India Committee, and of the Vice-President of the (late) Anti
Bounty Association, Mr. T. O. Easton, of Liverpool, will be read with special interest, as will bethose 
of Mr. Jager and “Carbon.” The point of view is very varied and there has been brought together such 
an amount of statistical and general argument as will be extremely serviceable.. It should also be 
recorded that the Times in a recent money article commented strongly upon the interference, by foreign 
bounty giving countries, with British Trade, and even Punch's cartoon of “ the German cutting-off 
the sleeping old lady’s petticoat ” is not without its meaning as showing the bent of public.opinion.

WEST INDIA MEMORIALS.—The circular letter issued by the West India Committee to 
Agricultural and Commercial Authorities in the West Indies is producing good result. A very striking 
Memorial is being signed in British Guiana, printed copies of which can be had at this office. 
Reference to the bounty question, and action thereupon, is made in the Report for 1895-6 of the Royal 
Jamaica Society of Agriculture and Commerce. The Antigua branch of the Leeward Islands 
Agricultural and Commercial Society (Mr. Francis Watts, Hon. Secretary) have addressed all the 
other West India Colonies, proposing a delegate from each Colony being sent home to lay Colonial 
views before the Imperial Government and Parliament. A public meeting has been held in St. John’s, 
Antigua, the Hon. T. D. Foote, Chairman. The speeches were excellent and very earnest. The Hon. 
Messrs. H. O. Bennett, J. J. Camacho, C. A. Shand, F. Holborow, M. W. White, and J. F. Foote had 
charge of the Resolutions, among which was one inviting the West India Committee to form a 
deputation to the Colonial Secretary in favour of prompt action. The Hon. C. J. Simmons writes 
from St. Vincent, promising to take action. All these signs of practical interest by the Colonies are 
very encouraging. Mr. Francis Watts writes from Antigua, 18th August, on the following points : — 
(1) That a Leeward Islands Bill should be passed on the lines of the Queensland Sugar Works
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Guarantee Act of 1893- (2) Recommending further improvements in manufacture as with t 
soil and cheap labour, sugar can be cheaply produced. Estates Mills are inefficient and old, and there 
is no double crushing. Improved machinery (obtained with Government help) is required. Ihe 
proposal as to the Queensland Act will be carefully considered by the West India Committee as 
requested by Mr. Watts. (3) If Colonial finances are not strong enough, Imperial assistance should 

be asked for. Note.—The whole question is an important one and will be carefully dealt with.

RUM SURTAX.—The following letter was addressed to the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
April 10th, 1896. “ Sir,—We beg respectfully to call your attention to the Surtax upon Rum imported 
from the Colonies as distinguished from the duty upon home-made spirits, and we venture to hope 
that the protective duty in favour of producers in this country, so detrimental to the British Colonial 
producers, who are equally entitled to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, especially in 
accordance with the recent statement of the Secretary of State for the Colonies as to trade 
relations with the Colonies, will be modified in connection with the Budget arrangements of this year. 
We have so often explained to Her Majesty’s Government the injustice of imposing upon Colonial 
Rum a differential duty in favour of home-made spirits, that we need not trouble you now with any 
detailed statement. Up to the*year 1881 the excise duty on British Spirits was ios. and the 
Customs duty on Colonial Rum was ios. 2d., the additional amount being intended to compensate 
for alleged expenses incurred in connection with the excise regulations. It has been officially admitted 
that 2d. per gallon is more than sufficient to countervail the expense of Excise regulations. Indeed, 
there is sufficient proof that, in the opinion of the Customs and Excise authorities, the differential 
duty of 2d. per gallon operated largely as a protective duty in favour of home-made spirits. But in 
1881 the tax imposed upon imported Colonial Rum was raised from 10s. 2d. to 10s. qd. per gallon, and 
the tax on foreign spirits was reduced from 10s. 3d. to 10s. qd. per gallon. The foreign producer of 
Beet and Potato Spirit (flavoured with a Rum essence) was benefited, but in the result the home 
producer of Whiskey and Gin was favoured with an enormous protection against all imported spirits, 
no regard being had, as in former legislation, to the products of British Colonies. We would 
therefore pray, that, if it is considered desirable for the benefit of home distillers that a countervailing 
duty should be levied on Colonial Spirits, such compensating duty should not exceed the amount 
admitted by the Customs and Inland Revenue Authorities, viz., 2d. per gallon, to be ample for such a 
purpose, and even this amount, we do not hesitate to say, is simply preposterous. We venture to 
put this before you, as there is no doubt that, under the present system of taxation, an exorbitant 
protection is given to British distillers as against Colonial distillers, and this is manifestly unjust, 
at any rate as far as the Crown Colonies are concerned. (Signed, N. LUBBOCK, Chairman}^

The Chancellor of the Exchequer delayed his answer for four months and three days. Then a 
letter was received from the Treasury, 13th August, stating that “ the question of the Surtax levied on 
Rum imported into this country has again been carefully examined by their Lordships in com
munication with the Revenue Departments. I am now directed to acquaint you that My Lords see 
no reason to take a different view of the question from that which has been communicated to you on 
various occasions since 1881. They are satisfied that the existing rate of qd. a gallon represents, with 
as much accuracy as the circumstances will allow, the average cost of the restrictions imposed on the 
distillers in this country by the Excise laws and regulations, and they see no prospect of being able to 
recommend any alteration in the amount. (Signed, FRANCIS MOWATT)." From the above it 
appears that the great injustice to Demerara, Jamaica, the Leeward and other Islands involved in the 
huge protection of nearly a million sterling enjoyed by home distillers, is continued for the present 
A further letter to the Government, which Government came into office mainly on the principle of 
justice to the Colonies, is being prepared and will be submitted to the West India Committee as soon 
as a meeting can be called.
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CANE SC GAR DISTRIBUTION IN UNITED KINGDOM.—A communication has been 
received from a well-known gentleman claiming a large influence with the Co-operative Societies of 
the country. He thinks that if 500 tons of Cane Sugar weekly could be guaranteed to his Association, 
the same could be sold (under the mark of his Association) profitably for all concerned. The matter is 
quite new, and there has been no time for consideration, but a meeting will be called as soon as 
possible. One important element in the case is a proposed co-operation with the fruit growers in 
regard to the manufacture of Jam. The Secretary of the West India Committee will be glad to show 
papers to any members calling from 1 o’clock to 3 on any day.

TRINIDAD TONNAGE DUES.—In continuation of correspondence in last Circular, an 
application was made to the Foreign Office for information as to the repeal of the United States 
Reciprocal Law on Tonnage Dues exemption. In reply (nth August), copy of a despatch by Sir J. 
Pauncefote (March 17th) was received, enclosing extract from Congressional Record, reporting that 
the House of Representatives had passed a Bill abolishing the exemption from Tonnage Dues now 
enjoyed by Germany, the Netherlands, and certain British Colonies, in the case of vessels arriving in 
the United States from ports of those countries. A further clause in the Bill reduces the Tonnage 
Dues from 3 cents to 2 cents per ton on the trade between the United States and ports of North and 
Central America, including the West India Islands, &c. The Secretary of the United States 
Treasury reports in favour of abolishing the Reciprocal Exemptions, as the United States surrenders 
annually ^20,000 in return for a benefit worth less than ^2,000 to American vessels. Both the 
above despatch and the Congressional Record only refer to proceedings in the House of Represen
tatives. No information was possessed by our Government as to the actual passing of the law, and 
Lord Salisbury has directed (17th August) Her Majesty’s Charge des Affaires at Washington to 
inquire and report. This report the West India Committee will receive from the Foreign Office as 
soon as it arrives. In the meantime there seems no doubt that the San Fernando Tonnage Dues will 
be exacted for a year under Ordinance 1 of 1896. Of course, if the United States have abrogated 
their law of Reciprocal Exemption, nothing further can be done. San Fernando has become an 
important port for Sugar, Pitch and general trade. The Christall Line of Steamers have already 
charged primage on account of these Tonnage Dues, imposed for the especial benefit of the Port of 
Spain harbour improvements. Of course, the West India Committee are equally anxious to promote 
harbour facilities at Port of Spain, although a large proportion of the produce of the Island is shipped 
from San Fernando. So far as the West India Committee are concerned, the matter must remain
open until the report from the British Embassy in Washington is received.

BARBADOS EMIGRATION.—The Secretary, West India Committee, has had under notice a 
mass of papers relating to this subject, including a Report of the Emigration Commission (forwarded
by Demerara), signed by Mr. Bovell and others of Barbados. The Report brings out the great
reluctance to emigrate on the part of the Barbadian population. The people willing to emigrate are 
not of the class required. No scheme resembling colonization, or settlements on a large scale, is 
therefore feasible. But various agencies are proposed, especially in Trinidad and Jamaica. The 
Commissioners seem to be reluctant to advise Government assistance in emigration, but a number of 
detailed recommendations are made, which there is no time now to consider. The object, however, is 
one that, as far as Barbados is concerned, deserves every support.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—Mr. Licht gives the following cheerful list of root enemies in the 
German fields as to which complaints are made. He is responsible for the Latin terms. “ Grubs, 
wireworms, nematodes, poppy mites, caterpillars of the turnip moth (agrotis segetum), sugar beet flies 
(anthomyia conformis), carrion beetles (silpha atrata), shield bugs (cassida nebulosa), pith rot caused by 
phoma betse and fusarium beticola, and of root rot owing to rhizotomia violacea.” The roots in August
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developed foliage at the expense of sugar contents. The state Of the fields in Germany is an average
returned. Mr. Light seems to speak

rather well of Cuba, suggesting (but in a hesitating way) 400,000 to 500.000 ton* of Sugar. I h 
campaign of 1895-6 is reported as 4,270,000, against 4,792,55°, or less bY 523,000 tons than 1894-5. 
Mr. Licht (August 25th) gives the total stocks as 1,376,725, against 1,659,258. All these figures 
ought to show a stronger market, except the Cuban, which are very doubtful. The Journal des 
Fabricants reports that the root has gone too much into leaf, and a less abundant crop is expected. 
The real fact is that the French industry could not exist at all but for the bounty exacted from the 
French taxpayers. Mr. Licht, of Magdeburg, has issued no figures as to crop 1896-7. There are no 
figures, speculative or otherwise, as to the 1896-7 Beet crop. The Journal des Fabricants can only 
estimate from the crops in the ground. It shows, from an average of annual yields. 4,889,000 tons of 
raw Sugar. With an increase of 16 per cent, of sowings it is said that there will be an increase of 
676,000 tons over 1895-6. But this, of course, has yet to be proved. Upon the whole there may be 
4,700,000 tons of Beet Sugar produced, but these figures are, of course, entirely speculative.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—Europe and Cargoes afloat to Europe 1,059,34410ns against 1.139,524. 
United States 284,000 against 239,498. Cuba 51,000 against 222,268. Afloat to United States 5,068 
against 6,893. Total 1,399,412 tons against 1,608,183.

RAW SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings 35 weeks 532,529 against 566,591. 
Deliveries 483,904 against 493,490. Stocks 157,444 against 133,044.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % (Czarnikow) 9 - to 9/of against 9 7^

COCOA.—Moderate supply went off quietly at last auction. Trinidad met with moderate 
demand at about recent decline. Grenada sold steadily. Trinidad crop practically over. New crop 
begins middle of September, but deliveries inconsiderable until November. Trinidad shipped to 
August 19th, 16,924,200 lbs. against 21,818,000 in 1895.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 
3rd September—Showery and favourable for cultivation. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson 
and Gaviller), August 25th—Some rain would be acceptable.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration : also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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THE SUGAR QUESTION.-—A special Circular is to be issued showing present position and 
future proceedings. In the meantime Mr. Lubbock’s letter to the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, 
suggesting that France is responsible for the failure of International agreements has Caused much 
interest and discussion in Sugar circles in that Country. Referring to memorials, the mail brought copy 
of a letter addressed to the Secretary of State by the Agricultural Society of Trinidad.

TRINIDAD TONNAGE DUES.—The following letters show the present position of this 
matter :—“West India Committee to Colonial Office, 22nd September, 1896. I have the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 6th August last, informing us that the Secretary of State 
had decided that the provisions of the ordinance, which impose dues on cargoes loaded or landed 
elsewhere than at Port of Spain may be allowed to remain in operation for a year, in order that the 
incidence of taxation under them may be observed and reported on. After a reference to the Light
houses you proceed to say ‘ I am to add that the law of the United States granting immunity from 
tonnage dues to vessels coming from Free Ports, to which you refer, has been repealed.’ As there 
still seemed to be some misapprehension upon this latter point, we ventured to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs for the latest information, and we are now informed by his Lordship that the 
Bill for the abolition of the exemption from tonnage dues enjoyed by vessels coming to United States 
Ports from certain countries was passed by the Hoqse of Representatives, read twice in the Senate 
and referred to a Committee. We are further informed that the Bill may pass the remaining two 
stages during the ensuing Winter Session, but that, if it should fail to become law before next March, 
when the present. Congress expires, it would have to be introduced de novo. We venture, therefore, 
respectfully to say that as far as the Legislation of the United States is concerned, the position remains 
the same, and the imposition of tonnage dues at San Fernando, under the Trinidad Ordinance, 
deprives that Port of all the benefit of the United States Law of exemption. {Signed) N. LUBBOCK, 
Chairman." The following is the reply :—“1 Colonial Office, 27th September. The Secretary of State 
regrets that he was misinformed as to the Law of the United States, under which ships coming from 
Trinidad have hitherto been exempted from Tonnage dues, having been repealed. The repealing 
Bill had, in fact, only been passed by the House of Representatives, and has not yet, as you point out, 
been passed by the Senate. Under these circumstances the Secretary of State for the Colonies will ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to inquire whether the Trinidad Ordinance, No. 1 of 1896, 
would be held to deprive vessels coming from Trinidad, of the exemption from tonnage dues under the 
existing law of the United States. {Signed) JOHN BRAMSTON.”

SURTAX ON RUM.—A letter is being addressed to the Treasury on this subject. It will be 
printed in next Circular.



ST. LUCIA.__An important letter has been addressed to the Secretary of State on the 
establishment of a Land Credit system in this Island. It will be printed in next Circular.

ST. VINCENT.—A letter to the Secretary of State is being prepared on the basis of Sir 
C. Bruce’s recent address to the Legislative Council. A more economical administration and the 
amalgamation of offices will be heartily supported ; but Sir C. Bruce’s proposed interference with 
Estates Proprietors in the management and disposition of their property will be subject to a strong 
protest, and indeed it is impossible to conceive that such a confiscatory plan could be approved by the 

Home Government.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—The heavy rains have had their effect upon the market in fluctuating 
prices. No trustworthy estimates of Beet crop for 1896/7 have yet been issued. Everything really
depends upon the weather. At present the report is that the saccharine is inferior, and that
the 5,000,000 tons may not be realised. If any increase, say of 12s. 6d. per ton in the bounty,
can lead to a reduction of at least £2 in the price, there can be no doubt as to the present
artificial condition of affairs, and as to the interest of the Continental Sugar Powers in abolishing 
their bounties. If wheat improves, the chances of making favourable contracts for roots of course 
decrease in importance.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—No one fully understands how these returns are made up, especially as 
to the stocks in Hamburg and other German Sugar centres. One of the latest is : Europe 842,166 against 
9X3^59- United States 319,000 against 189,594. Cuba 50,000 against 194,016, making up a total 
with Cargoes afloat of 1,214,431 against 1,311,387.

RAW SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings 563,193 against 618,433. Deliveries 
533,217 against 554,636. Stocks 139,695 against 123,470.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 % 9/- against 10/9.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, 26th September, (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, 
Curtis, Campbell & Co.)—Favourable for cultivation and grinding. Barbados, 22nd September, (per 
favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller.)—Seasonable, but rain still wanted.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office’ 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.



CIRCULAR No. 136.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER HOUSE, BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C.,

16^ November, 1896.

SUGAR QUESTION.—The West India Memorials constitute such a body of information 
upon the condition of the Colonies, and such an earnest appeal to the Government, that great hopes 
are entertained of a decision that might lead to an amelioration. Never, during the last 50 years, 
has such a simultaneous representation, and one of such strength and earnestness, been made. And 
an important fact is that the English press, both in London and the Provinces, have widely discussed 
the matter, largely from the point of view of inducing the Government to move, either in the 
direction of an early conference, for which the Sugar Powers would apparently be themselves prepared, 
or else in stopping the bounties on Sugar imported into the United Kingdom by a countervailing 
duty. A Bill is now before the French Chambers involving an increase of the bounties. The West 
India Committee have circulated (through the British Embassy and influential friends) in France a 
very large amount of information showing the unwisdom, loss and utter uselessness of the Bounty 
System. It is true that Lord Salisbury writes, 3rd November, that “further communications between 
Her Majesty’s Embassy and the French Government are not in contemplation,” but as Mr. Chamberlain 
signalised his assumption of office by a desire to promote the interests of the Crown Colonies, it is 
hoped that his great influence with the present Cabinet will be exerted to bring about a just settlement 
of this Bounty question.

MEMORIALS.—(1) British Guiana has sent home a Memorial and also Resolutions passed at 
a large and representative meeting in Georgetown, held under the Presidency of the Mayor. All the 
interests of the Colony were most effectively represented at this gathering, and the proceedings 
certainly created a great impression in England. (2) The Trinidad Agricultural Society addressed the 
Secretary of State in September. (3) Antigua sends forward Resolutions of a Public Meeting, presided 
over by the Hoii. T. D. Foote. (4) St. Kitts—Nevis forwards copy of a Memorial to the Secretary of 
State. The Public Meeting was presided over by Mr. W. R. Boon. (5) St. Vincent, through the 
Hon. C. J. Simmons, sends Copy of a Memorial to the Secretary of State. No papers seem to have 
come from St. Lucia, Barbados or Jamaica, but, with regard to the latter Colony, a correspondence is 
in progress between the Committee and Mr. Robert Craig, the Chairman of the Jamaica Sugar Planters’ 

Association.

SUGAR IMPROVEMENTS.—Sir C. Bruce, in his lately-published Reports on the Windward 
Islands, recommends improved machinery as his solution of the question, just as if planters in the 
Islands would make a large investment of additional capital at the risk of all benefit therefrom being 
swept away by the bounties. With regard to British Guiana, Mr. Lubbock writes as follows to the Daily 
Graphic newspaper:—“ You accuse British Guiana of being in the same position as St. Lucia and 
St. Vincent in not having erected improved machinery capable of turning out a superior quality of 
Sugar at a reduced cost of production. Permit me to say that British Guiana has acquired a reputation
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for the exceptionally fine quality of its Sugar in every grocer’s shop in England, where it is known as 
Detnerara Sugar, , Sa great i? its reputation that yearly many thousands of tons of Refined Sugar are 
artificially''coloured with aniline dyes to imitate it. And as regards cheapness, I think I may safely 
defy you to point to any country where Sugar is grown more cheaply. Want of enterprise, skill, and 

niuck cannot reasonably be laid to the charge of Biitish Guiana/’
, 3. J i i ' i * C/? IV ‘~ '

RUM SURTAX.—“West India Committee to Treasury, 16th October, 1896. My Lords.—I 
have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir Francis Mowatt’s letter of the 13th August last, 
acquainting the West India Committee that your Lordships see no reason, in connection with the 
Surtax on imported. Ruiq, to. take a different view of the question from that which has been 
communicated to us on various occasions since 1881, and adding that your Lordships are satisfied that 
the existing countervailing duty of qd. per gallon on Foreign and Colonial Spirits represents with as 
much accuracy as the circumstances will allow, the average cost of the restrictions imposed on the 
distillers in this country by the Excise Laws and Regulations, and that your Lordships see no prospect 
of being able to recommend any alteration in the amount. (2) We venture in reply respectfully to 
remind your Lordships that all imported Rum, which mainly comes from non-seif-go\ crAng Brithh 
Colonies, is subject to excise restrictions in the country of its production, restrictions imp-jd 
by the authority of the British Government through the Secretary, of State for the Colomcs. 
Such produce is therefore manufactured'for marketable purposes under the same authority and the 
same conditions as British Spirits, with the additional disadvantage of . an expensive voyage, 
loss in transit, cost of insurance and charges of Dock or Bonded Warehousing on arrival. 
We fail, therefore, to understand upon what grounds any countervailing duty is levied at 
all, especially one so heavy as to amount to fully one-third of the present bond value of 
the Rum. Indeed, taking both the Surtax and the above items into account, the amount 
of protection enjoyed by home distillers against Colonial Rum cannot be less than yd. per 
gallon, the present bonded value of Rum being from pd. to lod. per proof gallon. (3) As 
practical distillers Under strict Government supervision in the Colonies, we venture to state from our 
experience that 4a. per proof gallon is absolutely unreasonable, as an estimate of the expense of excise 
restrictions.' In the case of plain spirits, if the regulations are carried out judiciously, as we do not 
doubt they are in this country, it is very questionable if they involve any appreciable expense to the 
distillers at alj. Tliey ; certainly need , not amount. to any appreciable burden. In the case of 
cqmpQunded spirits there .must be.some expense,. but we, submit that one |d. per gallon would be more 
than enough to, CQunter vail, this expense. (4), Wp are confirmed in this view by the fact that prior to 
1881, the ^urtq^.upqn Colonial Rum was only 2d.: per proof gallon, when the cost of production of 
British Spirits. w$s ^higher than it is at present. We have seen nothing to invalidate the report of 
the Cpnimissioi|ers.,of Inland Revenue upon theduties under their management C. 82, 1870, at the time it 
was, made, when. circumstances of.production and prices-were very different from what they are now. 
The compilers ofs the. Report^ felt it then necessary fo-explain the reason of the difference in duty 
between Hp^ and Colonial Spirits. Tpey yemarkedupon the tendency of legislation to reduce 
the.d^r^ and. Colonial Spirits, it being decided, after the most
minute examination, that an allowance of ifd. on plain Spirits, and a somewhat higher rate for 

compoundea or rectified Spirits, was sufficient compensation for the Excise restrictions ; but a general 
difference in duty of .2d. was agreed upon. Formerly • Colonial Rum, which is a genuine and perfectly 
natural spirit^ was distinguished, by a lower rate of duty, from Fdfeign Spirits, which consisted partly 
ofiimitations of. genuine Rums formed by a mixturenf potato or beet spirit, with Rum essences, and 
sold as genuine Rum. But the distinction-between these two classes of Spirits, viz., genuine Colonial 
Rum and Foreign Spirit^, was abolished by Mr. Gladstone when he reduced the dutv on Foreign 
Spirits by id. per gallon, and increased that:on Colonial Rum by 2d. per gallon, making'both subject 
to a 4d. surtax. We are-satisfied.that there ^as no intention to violate the principles of Free Trade



but no more open protection to a prosperous British Home Trade, strong in political influence, was 
ever shown. 5- Trie next point is what this supposed Cost of restriction to distillers actually works out 
at, and this is easily ascertained, as the calculation is. a very simple brie. At Id. per gallon on the total 
output of British arid. Irish Spirits, which appears to be 46,000,000 of gallons, the result, ofthe 
protection would be equivalent to a sum of ^'766,600. This is, on the face of it, a contention which is 
absolutely untenable. When we bear in mind that there is no other industry in the United Kingdom 
which is protected, this enormous protection to one of our most prosperous hom^ industries is quite, 
unique, o.—Considering the great gravity of this question, as affecting Home Legislation and its 
bearing'upon a British* Colonial Industry, we venture to ask that the Reports upon which your 
Lordships have come to the decision conveyed to ds, may be published in continuation of the Reports 
published in previous years. (Signed) N. LUBBOCK, Chairman.

EXPORTS FROM GRENADA AND THE GRENADINES.—Messrs, Jonas Browne & Son 
favour us with the following figures :

Crop. Cocoa. Spice. ■ Cotton. Cotton-Seed. Coffee. Logwood.
1st Oct. to 30th Sept. Bags. Packages. Bales. Bags. Bags. Tons.

1891-1892 44,833 2,341 1,432 13,533 — —

1892-1893 49,627 2,3'61 1,282 UB49 — —

1893-1894 55>665 1,854 1,093 8,636 — — . . J
1894-1895 42,827 1,021 - 7i778: —t —

1895-1896 46,504 2,913 885 5,738 80 396

DISCLAIMER.—From a recent article in the Port of Spain Gazette there seems to be an 
impressioin that the views of the West India Committee ar'e expressed in some notes apparently 
published by a paper called the European Mail. No member or official of the Comriiittee communicates 
with the European Mail, and the paper has not been seep at this office for a number of. years past. If 
the Port of Spain Gazette chooses to take it as representing West Indian opinion in London it must 
do so at its own discretion.

GRENADA.—The former attempt to impose export duties in this.Island seems to have been 
revived. The most strenuous opposition will be. given to such a. measure, which is entirely contrary 
to the policy hitherto adopted by the Home Government. To further hamper the produce on which, 
the Colony depends is, of course, suicidal, and especially in view of the present gloomy outlook. of the 
Island'finances, such a measure should not be adopted. If official expenses, cannot be cut down, jt is 
quite’impossible that, with recent prices for Cocoa, the agricultural interest should be further burdened.

JAMAICA FRUIT.—Information has been collected with regard to Fruit imports into the 
Utiited Kingdom. There is every desire to support this trade as much as possible, and it is hoped 
that it will soon be put upon a proper footing, especially through the shipping agency of Messrs. 
Anderson, Anderson & Co., Messrs. Scrutton, Sons & Co., and other shipping firms.

SUGAR PROSPECTS—The Journal des Fabricants seems rather to rejoice at the condition 
of the West Indies. It actually says that the Beet Industry is not responsible for this state of things. 
It says that the bounty system is not the only cause of the low prices ; but, on the whole, it seems to 
approve of the proposal to abolish bounties from the 1st September, 1898, if the other Powers agree. 
In the meantime, the condition of the French agriculturists and fabricantsis admitted to be increasingly 
deplorable, it recommends a brief delay in granting larger bounties, although there seems to be a dis
position to grant them, with low prices and mediocre saccharine. Of course, the Government resources for 
the payment of these premiums is an anxious question for the Budget Committee. There must be 
increased consumption taxes, although there seems a disposition to give increased “ detaxes ” to French
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Colonial Sugar. The whole question in France, upon the basis of the new “ Projet de Loi ” is still 
awaiting'settlement, and it is hoped that the ruinous effect of the bounties will become so apparent as to 
stimulate the demand for a Conference, with a view to general abolition. Messrs. J. W. de Silva & Co. 
report (9th November) that the advance in Wheat and the Presidential Election would cause 
replenishing of stocks and an improvement in price. The French bounties, although already double 
those in Germany are about to be increased (as proposed) by about is. per cwt., the home consumption 
duties being raised proportionately to defray the expense. Different estimates have been formed as to 
the new Beet crop, Mr. Licht giving the highest at 4,960,000 tons, and M. Sachs the lowest at 
4,516,000. It remains to be seen whether recent weather will reduce Mr. Licht’s estimate. Mr. 
Czarnikow notices an improved tone in prices, owing partly to a decrease in invisible supplies. No 
doubt there is a greater demand both in Europe and America. A decrease of sowings is still expected. 
On the whole, the Cane Market has slightly improved,

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(De Silva & Co., 9th November.) Europe and afloat to Europe 
715,000 against 812,000. United States 306,000 against 160,000. Afloat to United States 40,000 
against 124,000. Cuba 40,000 against 146,000. Total 1,101,000 against 1,242,000. (Czarnikow, 12th.) 
Europe 928,447 against 951,244. United States 299,000 against 159,520. Cuba 40,000 against 144,478. 
Afloat to United States 5,955 against 15,403. Total 1,273,402 against 1,270,645.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—45 weeks. Landings 664,802 against 702,915. 
Deliveries 629,736 against 648,114. Stocks 144,786 against 114,744.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88% (Czarnikow.)—9/7^-against 10/3^.

COCOA.—The market seemed on the whole steady, especially for Trinidad. New Grenada 
met a good demand and Dominica sold firmly.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—British Guiana, November 10th, (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, 
Curtis, Campbell & Co.)—Three inches of rain have fallen in Essequibo. Barbados, 2nd November, 
per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller.)—Good showers, but partial.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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THE SUGAR QUESTION.—The appointment of a Commission to visit the West Indies, and 

to suggest remedial measures, has been effected in order to enabje the Secretary of State to go before 
Parliament with the fullest information, confirmed by a report founded on an independent inquiryw 
The names of the Commissioners are not definitely known, but they may now be published at any 
moment. In the meantime it is very important that information should be arranged, tabulated, and 
put in such a form as to give the Commissioners a clear view of the condition of the Sugar. Industry * 
its results for previous years, and its immediate prospects.

robrnr hinoloO orb moil uziooot or osJjimmoO onT—.8MHOT8
The interest shown by the press in all parts of the United Kingdom in the question still 

continues, and an amount of public feeling has been aroused which cannot fail to be a great factor ip 
the settlement of the question. Colonial representations have largely contributed to bring the question 
under public notice on this side, and the Petition from British, Guiana, ^ow on its way home through 
the Governor, will no doubt increase that interest. The Petition, containing nearly 5,000 signatures, 
is 181 feet in length, betters from other Colonies are received in London by every mail, showing 
that movements are taking place in nearly all the Colonies in support of the efforts that are being made 
here to bring about a settlement of the bounty question., As these efforts increase in importance,, 
the Continental Sugar Manufacturers, who are dependent upon the bounty, are becoming alarmed, and 
haye even formed an Association in London to watch the progress of matters, and to take any steps 
they may decide upon in their own interest. So far as the French increase of bounty is concerned, 
matters are not very much advanced ; the Government endeavouring to keep the bounty increase as 
small as possible, while the agricultural and manufacturing interests have been bringing pressure to 
bear upon the Tariff Committee for a considerable increase of bounty. The West India Committee 
have distributed many hundreds of circulars on the Continent, in English, French and German, 
showing the uselessness of bounties, and the loss they cause in over-production. In Germany and 
Austria the position remains about the same, so far as legislation is concerned. Reverting to the attitude 

of France some of our members who are closely watching it, see a prospect of the French Treasury 
shovelling many more millions of francs into the Beet fields. The latest proposal is an export bounty 
in addition to the existing large, bounties on production. The following letter to Lord Salisbury will 
throw light upon the. immediate motive of this proposal. The M. Graux .mentioned is in direct 
communication with the Foreign Beet Association, referred to above as having been formed in London. 
“West India Committee to Foreign Office:—The Under Secretary, Sir,—I beg respectfully to 
enclose copy of a bulletin issued by the Agence Nationale on the present Sugar Crisis. You
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will notice the report of an interview by Le Matin newspaper with M. Georges Graux, a 
member of the Commission appointed by the French Chambers to examine and report upon the 
prdfet de Zoi, submitted to the Commission by the French Government. The statements of M. Graux 
contain the following points : (i) That negotiations {pourparlers) are proceeding between the French, 
German and Austrian Governments in view of a Congress for the abolition of export bounties. 
(2) That in the meantime defensive action must be taken by France against the German and Austrian 
laws. France must go to a Conference with the same weapons in its hands as its adversaries : clearly 
pointing to the granting of an Sxpore bounty in Frante. This viewis confirmed by the extract from 
the Economiste Francais. Upon the above we have to remark that the French bounty has hitherto 
been given, and still is given, upon production, and not by means of a direct premium upon export. 
This latter course is how suggested in addition, with the avowed object of entering a Conference with 
a view to the abolitiq^q^ych export bounty in return for similar concessions by Germany and 
Austria, while retaining in France all the benefits to the industry arising from the present system of 
bounties, on . production. We would humbly beg that Lord Salisbury would be pleased to draw the 
attention of the British Ambassador to the proposed export bounty in France, and its avowed object, 
inasmuch as it would obviously create a serious difficulty in regard to the basis upon which a 
Conference could be called together, seeing-that 9 If bounty on prodiictibh is: a bounty on Export in 

disguise, ahb t^ould' be obviously futile -to'enter ’ into the contemplated discussions unless the scope 
of the Cohtfehtibfi^ suffid ent ly* enlarged sO asifrclude the abolition of bounties whether on
export cfr ^n'1 production.1—{Signed) N. LUBBOCK, Chdirman? In-reply, Lord Salisbury says that 
he has sent the above letter to the British Ambassador‘in Paris, with instructions' to report upon arty 
sudfrlegislatfe^ nohibnoo orfl lo is-jb s eronoigeimnroO tnii ovig oJ ek miol £ done ni luq 

.eiooqeoiq aiEibommi eii bns fei£S7 euoivaiq lol eji

STORMS.—The Committee regretted to receive from the Colonial Office, under date 3rd
December, copy of a telegram from the Acting Governor of the Leeward Islands, reporting serious 
flbods in'Montserrat, resulting1 in-'the loss lives and rthe destruction of roads and tyridg^s. Mail 
due in London 23rd December, will contain particulars. There is at present, no information in 
London to confirm certain rumburs as to damage alleged to be1 caused inothet Islands.

gnmi£ .120193 ni l£rfj

ST’ LUCIA-“Important representations have been addressed to the Secretary of State upon 
the question of the Immigration Taxes in this Island, and their being placed upon a proper footing, 
Suitable to the present position of Immigration. ’
hm; .bomrris Snhnoo9d\iH ^nnod adl noqu Jnobnaqob Mb orfw 30^2 IslflnabooO wb

• /J Oj &fl£ ifOj&VZ OJ 1*1 00 & rt • Kw n
MAURITIUS.—A letter (nth December) has been received from Mr. A. G. Dick, informing 

us that ‘' the Delegates appointed by the Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture to support the movement 
against ithe Sugar Bounties, have in turn appointed a Sub-Committee composed of Lord Stanmore. 
Mr. H J. Jourdain, C.M.G., Mr. George W. Davidson, and Mr. Maurice Ulcoq, to confer with the 
West India Committee. A meeting will consequently be held on Thursday 17th instant, at 3 o'clock, 
to consider the appointment of a Sub-Committee to confer with the Sub-Committee of the Mauritius 
Who.jM .bemuanooai
yiuesdiT danbiH aril lo loeqaoiq s 99a tii gnidoiEw sib odw ei^dmom iuo to 9moe « "qV 

ath D REFINERS-~A meeting was held at this Office (by consent of the Chairman) on
Th Secretary, the Lancashire SugaXLrs”

Association. There were present or expected: Mr. Easton, Mr. Jaeger Mr. Kerr Mr r c > a 
r. Macfie, Mr. Lyle, add Mr. Tate.. No official or: representative of. the West India Committee was 

present, ^ understood that a ^^ formed to watch the movement Xu SuL
Bounties, but no.^ctive steps were agreed upon at present! ement agamst Sugar
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ENGINEERS.—The principal Engineering firms have consented to attend a Meeting, at some 
early convenient date, to support the West India Committee in their movement against bounties.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—The warmer temperature and frequent rains have been prejudicial 
in France. It is difficult to estimate the loss of raw material and of sugar. To keep the roots 
remaining to be worked is very difficult, and yields may retrograde. Of course, the working of the 
roots is closed in a great many factories, and the general yield seems to have justified estimates. The 
European production is variously estimated. Some French authorities give it at 4,675,000 tons. This 
also seems to be the figure given by M. Gieseker, of Belgium, but other authorities go as high as 
4,845,000 tons, or 500,000 tons over 1895-6 crop. Mr. Licht’s estimate is 4,960,000, against 4,323,000 
1895-6, and 4,792,000 in 1894-5. Mr. Czarnikow suggests that probably present unremunerative rates 
will restrict next crop sowings, as in some of the Continental Beet Countries the effects of over
production are being felt.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Messrs. J. W. de Silva & Co., 8th December.) Europe 1,421,000 
against 1,466,000. United States and Cuba 328,000 against 363,000. (Mr. Czarnikow, 10th December.) 
Europe 1,668,320. against 1,686,429. United States 265,000 against 141,666. Cuba 36,000 against 
134,528. Afloat to United States 8,082 against 31,794- Total 1,977,402 against 1,994,417.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Imports 49 weeks 711,037 against 764,282. Deliveries 
684,615 against 710,922. Stocks 134,716 against 112,481.

s. s. d.
PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 %. 9/- to 9/of.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, 9th December (per favour of the Colonial Company, 
Limited).—Heavy rains beneficial to cultivation. Barbados, 2nd December (per favour of Messrs. 
Wilkinson & Gaviller).—Heavy rains generally throughout the Island.

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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THE QUEEN’S, SPEECH.—“ The depressed condition of the Sugar Industry in my West 
Indian Colonies, has seriously affected their prosperity, and I have appointed a Commission to 
investigate its causes, and if possible to suggest means for its amelioration.”

bin: ,8p8i ,ki lodmojq^ oj .dp'Xr.k’t Todmoikpci moil jurii bsbrzoiq .1 . LnA”
THE SUGAR COMMISSION.—The Commissioners, Sir Henry Norman, Sir David. Barbour, 

and Sir Edward Grey sailed by R.M.S. u Dop,” on 13 th January to visit the West Indies. They 
were, accompanied by an excellent and able Secretary, Mr. Olivier of the Colonial Office, who has 
before paid a visit to the West Indies on Official. busing* .Although, the whole of the necessary 
information might have been obtained in this country,; the appointment and prompt dispatch of the 
Commission has been regarded with satisfaction. Before their departure a large amount of valuable 
but necessarily confidential evidence was put before them. The West India Committee compiled a 
list of witnesses representing all the Colonies, and the condition of every Colony was fully laid before 
the Commission. When this list was communicated to the Colonial Office, of course the matter of 
evidence went out of the hands of the West India Committee who are not responsible for any proposed 
witnesses who were not invited to give evidence by the Commission. British Guiana, Trinidad, 
Barbadoes, the Windward and Leeward Islands and Jamaica* were, however, fully represented. Among 
the most important of the witnesses were Mr. Nevile Lubbock, Chairman, and Mr. Quintin Hogg, 
Deputy Chairman, of the West India-Committee.

With regard to the appointment of Dr. Morris, of Kew, as a kind of expert on alternative 
industries, a strong feeling has been aroused. There are professional men in the Colonies who are 
equally competent, possessing practical information to a later date, and.it is felt that these should not 
have been passed over in favour of a gentleman who, however efficient in pis present position, has often 
minimized the importance of the Sugar Industry, of'the condition of which he cannot be considered 
an authoritative exponent. Alternative industries would employ little labour, attract little capital, and 
while they are maturing all the immense- capital invested in sugar wouRf be lost, and sugar, which is 
and can only be the principal product of the West Indies, Would be represented by abandoned Estates, 
unused Machinery, and a labouring population without wages and the-necessary means of subsistence. 
It is hoped, therefore, that every effort will be made in the Colonies to represent the true position of 
affairs to the Commissioners. >

It appears that some commercial bodies in the West .Indies are in communication with the 
London Chamber of Commerce, and it is understood that, upon the basis of those communications, a 
hostile organization had been formed, urider the auspices of arid in the :name of the Chamber, to go 
before the COmrnissioners. Although our Chairman whs a member 6fJJthe Council, nothing was 
formally submitted to it, and it was only’ by accident the move’rfient was7 discovered. Our Chairinan at 
once sent in. his resignation, and, the Secretary was instructed. tp/;advhe- all members of the West 
India Committee^o withdraw from the Chamber. Matters were, however, arranged and no movement 
was made by the section of the Chamber, which, notwithstanding no weight could be attached to it,
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migigjhav^rea^^^ against any remedy that might be suggested by the Commissioners.
It is, therefore, requested that all communications from Commercial bodies in the Colonies should be 

sent to the West India knowledge of the bearing
of all such questions, and who"are alone able to deal effectively with the information and views 

forwarded ^f^Jgdies.

FRENCH —The West India Committee (18th January) wrote to the Foreign
Office acknowledging receipt of particulars of new French proposed Law. The Committee’s letter of 

26th OertertW'Wxfe fully confirmed as to the proposed granting of a direct bounty on export to meet 
the increased German bounties {primes de Guerre) and to constitute a weapon for negociations in view 
of an InfofiiatibHaf'CbWdrbiifie. ML Austin'Ifed ‘(of the B’fitlsh' RinFdlsy In Parish HaS' furnished the

^fth tHe t’fre ^Vo'^oseci BifP/—
eli tq! awn oi ^Mia^oq ti bn® 2J1

“ Article I. provides that, from September 1st, 1896, to September 1st, 1898, native and 
' coloniaFsug^rs, and sugars' refilled from raw native and -colon ufl Sugars, temporarily admitted, 
’ shall iredeive tfiefollowing bountie&Wy-^d per 1 oo kil'oLof refined sugar fbr raw sugars in powder 

or crystals yieMfng; at least 98‘pePceiiF for beetrbot sugars or at least 97 per cent, fdr colonial 
sugars- J ^fr. foci per 106 kilos of refined ^ttgar for r4w beetroot sugars yielding 6< tb b8 per cent.

> or colonial sugars yielding 6y to 97 per-cent. 4C. 50c. per too kilos nett weight on candies and 
t.-1 j refined^sugars-in loaves Or broken. 4ft. per 100 kilos nett weight oil rdfiried sugars in powder or 
■ crystals yielding at-least 98 per cent. . .

£< ByTAfrticle II. a rebate {deiaxe de^distance) of 2fr. 2^0. per 100 kilos will be allowed to 
rbfihed sugars imported from the French Colonies .on the Atlantic, and 2fr. 50c. to sugars imported 
from other Colonies.'

.bnbinhT ,£ms£uD fkiinS m'burnmpD sdf yd ponpbi/ti twig oJ bt>nvm n n o< n e-.-- ri zz 
“^ptiple. HI. provides that 2fr. per too kilos, will be allowed on raw. French sugars sent 

from the French, pprts on the North,.Sea and in the Channel to refineries in French ports’on the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean, and the same rebate to any,sugars forwarded from manufactories 
distant at least 250 kilometres.

' terminating § 

duty of 1 fr. 7 ; 
nullo u:- jisc/i f etc., and, (3.) 

m/- -j ’’ fom? 
raw sugars.

Jisf iqsa aliiil IokWe sblH yol< > • ^vilEmoiIA .iaonoqxs a
^Th.^.B’dl ,is..preceded by the Report of the Customs ^Commission of the Chamber of 

Deputies. It begins by stating, that in order to compete with the new bounties granted in
. Germany and^u^tria, bounties must;be granted fo-French sugars, unless; the sugar industry is to 

be in future .confined to the borne. market, and ajl idea of.an export trade: abandoned.

Ie IV. provides :—-(1.) That a surtaxe,of 2fr. 50c. shall be imposed for the period 
e’ptember istv 1898, on refined sugar of all kinds Hable to duty. (2.) That a refining 
c. per 100 kilos, on refined sugar shall be imposed on candies, refined sugars, pieces, 
That1 a.duty \droit de. fabrication) of iff. shall be imposed on the manufacture of

The Report adds that Austria has proposed an International Congress' to examine the 
gradual abohtu n of bounties, but that before France cun go into this Congress, she must raise 
her bounties to tbe same ievbi as those of foreign "ebuntriesf

1 - ' 7hepe>Y,law is defined as^i act of defence against fhe attempt of other countries to destroy
t e French sugar industry, and as, a mpasurt; (de retorsmi) against. the recent German and 

c . ustnan day's, and a reply tej tj^e, German fighting bounties ^primes de.guerre).

“ The Government have limited the dbmtranhf the law to September :st. i8<i3; in -order to 
show ns wdhbgness to take part in an International Congress and its desire to see this Congress 

• ■ atave at rewlts.-whioh will be accepted by-theSugar producing countries of Europe
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“ The Report-then states that the proposed law . has-a dopble object Firstly to^proteet 
the home market against foreign sugars, and, secondly, to favour; the .exportation of native sugars.

“ To obtain this two-fold result, it is proposed to raise the Custom duties oil sugars arid fb 
grant bounties to sugars exported. ' , , u?

“ The Commission calculate that the new bounties, rebates', f&c., will entail’ail outlay: of 
18 million francs, which will be met by raising the' Excise Duty (droit de consommatidii) from 
6ofr. to 02fr. 50c. per 100 kilos, and by imposing duties on the manufacture and 
refining of sugars. • . •.

“ The Report sums up as follows the stipulations to which the Government and the Customs 
Commission have agreed to ask the cohseht of the Chamber of Deputies. ’ i.—To vote a 
provisional law allowing France to join an International Congress 'for the defence of the Sugar 
Industry’. 2.—To grant bounties to all sugars exported from France.' 3;—To raise the Customs 
duties on foreign sugars, and to extend the siiriaxe to ' sugars cording from foreign countries. 
To facilitate the Use of native and colonial sugars in the refineries in the ports by granting to 
them rebates (detaxes de distance}, and 5.—To vote the resources necessary for the payment 
of these bounties and rebates, by establishing a surtaxe 2fr. 50c. per rdo kilds on refined sugar.

“ The Commission, however,ask the Chamber to vote higher bounties than the Government 
propose and to provide for the increased expense by raising, not only the excise duty (droit de 
consommation} but ajso by establishing duties pn the manufacture and the refining of sugar ; 
and the Report states that the Government now acknowledge that the law the Commission 
proposes has the advantage of placing in rtheir hands a more effective weapon for negotiation.

“ The Report gives the history of the. Sugar Legislation in Germany, as well as of that in 
France, and discusses at great length the various provisions,of the new.Bill with regard to the 
rates of bounties, duties and rebates proposed.

h The annexes to the Report include a summary of all foreign regulations with regard to 
sugar, with more especial reference to the recent' German and Austrian legislation, and also a 
table showing the sugar production of the various French and foreign colonies, including those 
of Great Britain.

“ Paris, 24th December, 1806. (Signed} “ H. AUSTIN LEE.”

THE UNITED, STATES AND SPAIN. — West India Committee to’ Foreign Office, 
jpth January,. 1897. — “ The attention of the West. India Committee has been drawn to the recently- 
published reports of a. proposed Reciprocity Treaty between Spain and the United States by which it 
is understood that Cuban sugar wdi be imported free.of- duty into the United States. As the United 
States affords practically the only, available market for the sugar of the British West Indian Colonies, 
such an arrangement would obviously result in great disadvantage to them owing, to the 40 per cent. 
ad valorem duty impps^d upon their produce, while Cupaiy sugar wifi be imported,free.. We humbly 
beg that the Secretary of .State for Foreign Affairs would be pleased to.obtain .information with regard 
to the negotiations between Spain and. the.IJpited States, and in the-event .of any arrangement being 
made for the free admission of, Cuban sugar intp.thp spited States vye would, .pray that his Lordship 
would instruct Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Washington to take steps to obtain a similar remission 
of duty in connection with sugar imported from the British West India Colonies.—{Signed} 
QUINTIN HO(SG, AcTi5jd Chairman.”

THE CHAIRMAN,—At a Meeting held on 7th January, 1897, the West India Committee passed 
a most cordial vote -of thanks to Mr. Nevile Lubbock, in view of his departure pn a. visit to Trinidad, 
for his great ability, and energy. in connection .with the interests of .all the West India Colonies;
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Mr. Barr, in proposing the resolution, wished Mr. Lubbock every happiness on his intended visit, and 
the resolution was seconded, in the most cordial terms, by Mr. George Carrington, on behalf of 

Barbados and the Islands.
DEMERARA SUGAR.—The Vestry of Islington, in North London, are prosecuting a 

number of grocers, under the .Sale of Food and Drugs Act, for selling as Demerara a sugar which was 
not of the nature, substance and quality demanded by the purchaser. Mr. Bramall, the V estry Clerk, 
said that this was the first prosecution of the kind in London. Demerara sugar was the finest moist- 
sugar, but now beet sugar was being dyed to imitate Demerara sugar, and beet sugar was being sold as 
such. In London lately there had been started. a number of factories for the dyeing of beet crystals, 
which came from Russia, Germany, and France and the beet sugar was then passed off as Demerara. 
The case was one of considerable importance both to the sugar trade and to the public. Both the 
genuine sugar trade and the consumers were defrauded by the imitation. On the case of Eliza 
Sergeant being gone into, Miss Penelope Clarke and Sanitary Inspector Mernagh proved the purchase, 
and Mr. Bramall produced the certificate of the public analyst, which stated that the sample consisted 
of dyed beet crystals. Mr. Quintin Hogg, sugar importer, of 23, Rood Lane, said that he had had 
30 years’ experience of the sugar trade, both in England and at the sugar plantations in Demerara. 
Mr. Bramall.—What is Demerara sugar ? Witness.—Raw cane sugar, imported from Demerara, of a 
yellow, lemon, or gold colour. Mr. Bramall.—Is it dyed ? Witness.—Certainly not. Mr. Hogg went 
bn to say that the difference between the cane and beet sugar could be detected by a simple test. 
Witness had submitted 14 samples taken by the inspector on this particular day to this test, and only 

two of them proved to be genuine Demerara or cane sugar. The rest were imitations, or beet crystals 
dyed to make them represent Demerara crystals. Mr. Bros.-—Which sugar is the most valuable ? 
Witness.—The cane. There is a difference of £1 per ton. Cane sugar must be used for the making of 
jam, wines,.&c. In these manufactures cane sugar preserves, while beet sugar turns the manufactures bad 
after a time. Dr. Teed, public analyst for Islington, formally proved his certificate. He arrived at 
the same result as Mr. Quintin Hogg did, but from a chemical examination. Mr. Edward Kynaston, 
a sugar broker, of Mincing Lane, corroborated Mr. Hogg’s evidence. The hearing of the case 
was subsequently adjourned. In the case of Alfred Shrimpton, Mr. A. J. Ford, solicitor, 
appeared for the defence. Mr. Ford cross-examined Mr. Quintin Hogg at some length, the 
witness denying that there was any insect matter in genuine Demerara sugar. There would 
certainly be none in the beet sugar. He would not say that the dye on the beet sugar was 
injurious to health, but what he did hold was that for economic purposes' beet sugar was not so good 
as cane sugar. The ordinary buyer would be unable to detect the difference. Mr. Ford submitted to 
the witness three samples of yellow sugar, one of which Mr. Hogg pronounced to be beet sugar; the other 

two were cane sugars. Some of the sugars were then placed in tumblers of water, and the simple test 
which Mr. Hogg had mentioned in his evidence in the other case was found to verify Mr. Hooror’s 
... - 00

opinion. In re-exami nation, the witness said that the dyeing of beet sugar was doing a large amount of 
damage to the Demerara trade, and the public were being deceived. In cross-examination by Mr. Ford, 
Mi. Kynaston said that the appearance of the beet sugar was much better than that of the cheaper sorts 
of Demerara. The latter might be got at the same price or even less than the price of the beet, but the 
public would not be satisfied with the appearanefe of the cheaper cane sugar. Other evidence having 
been given, the whole of the cases were adjourned.

BRITISH GUIANA IMMIGRATION.—It is generally considered desirable that the Immi
gration system should be maintained, in view of having sufficient labour to carry on the cultivation 
under the improved prospects likely to be opened up by the Report of the Commissioners, 

he following is a letter addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies “ 9th January, 1897.— 
‘ ir, the West India Committee have received a letter from the British Guiana Planters’ Association
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intimating that it was probably the intention of the British Guiana Government not to advertise for 
Coolie immigrants in the season of 1897-98. It was pointed out by the Planters’ Association to the 
Colonial Government, that the term of indenture of about 5,000 immigrants,- out of a total indentured 
population of about 20.000, would shortly expire, and that railway construction works would employ a 
considerable body of labourers? It was. therefore, urged that a small supply, say of 2,000 immigrants, 
should be arranged for. I am desired by the British Guiana Proprietors to express the hope that this 
might be arranged on the terih> settled in 1894, arid in force at present. The proprietors do not overlook 
the existing circumstances of the Colony in making this request, and they trust that for the reasons given 
above, and the following reasons, a moderate immigration for 1897-98 will be approved. The stoppage 
of immigration for a year aould disorganize the establishment in Calcutta, while the expenses of main
taining the Agency and >tan would still be charged to the Immigration Fund without any beneficial result. 
And further, the recruiters employed by the Agency would lose their special work in connection with 
British Guiana, a fact which would render it more difficult to resume immigration at a later date. A heavy 
financial loss must arise if the Calcutta establishment is broken up, and I am respectfully to express the 
hope that you will be pleased to authorize the usual applications for immigrants from those estates 
which require them : confining the number to be so introduced to 2,000, if the same can be done 
without penalty under the terms of the Shipping Contract. But in any case I am desired to point out 
that the cessation of immigration would have a strong tendency to bring about that which we believe 
you, Sir, and certainly those connected with the Colony are so anxious to avoid, viz., the cessation of 
the Sugar industry, and, with or without bounties, a cessation of Coolie immigration would, within a 
verv moderate period, result in the abandonment of the Sugar Estates from the inability to carry on 
the cultivation.—(Signee!} QUINTIN HOGG, Deputy Chairman?

MAURITIUS.—The West India Committee received a request from gentlemen connected with 
the Sugar Industry of Mauritius, that an interchange of views should take place between the Committee 
and the Mauritius representatives. Accordingly a Sub-Committee was appointed by the West India 
Committee, consisting of the Chairman, Deputy-Chairman, and Messrs. Hales, Marshall and 
Rutherfords— The Mauritius Sub-Committee consisted of the Right Hon. Lord Stanmore, G.C.M.G., 
Mr. H. J. Jourdain, C.M.G., Mr. George W. Davidson and Mr. Maurice Ulcoq. Mr. Alfi G. Dick and 
Mr. James~L. Ohlson were the Secretaries to the joint Sub-Committees. Two meetings were held at 
the West India Committee Office, one on 22nd December, 1896, and one on the nth January, 1897. 
At the first meeting, Lord Stanmore being in the chair, it was agreed that a countervailing duty was 
the remedy which would probably prove the more acceptable to Parliament. At the meeting on the 
nth January, which was attended by Lord Stanmore (chairman), Mr. Lubbock, Mr. Hogg, Mr. 
Jourdain, and the other members of the joint Sub-Committees, with some French gentlemen interested 
in the colony, the Mauritius Memorial, with 10,000 signatures, was read and considered. It was decided 
to present the same to the Secretary of State for the Colonies on Friday, 15th January, by a Mauritius 
deputation. The following is the report of the interview: “ The deputation presented to Mr, Chamberlain, 
on behalf of the islanders, a petition signed by 10,000 persons. The document called attention to 
some of the hardships and disadvantages with which the petitioners had to contend, and, having dealt 
with some instances in detail, prayed the Government to take steps to ameliorate their lot, but 
without indicating in any way the method by which they considered it possible to do so, merely asking 
that they might be enabled to compete in British home and foreign markets with beet sugar from 
other countries. Lord Stanmore, in introducing the deputation, pointed out that the position of 
Mauritius, in the event of the failure of the'sugar industry, would be worse than that of the West 
Indies, as the colony had no other industry to fall back upon. Mr. H. J. Jourdain, C.M.G., Mr. Victor 
Romons, of Paris, and Mr. John Patterson also addressed a few observations. Mr. Chamberlain, in 
reply, assured the deputation that the Government was fully aware of the gravity of the situation and



e6

sympathised with) the hardships^ which were not'the result of naturalcauses but of artificial interference. 
He could, give .no indication of the course the Government might-think fit to pursue until the 
Commissionr: lately sent out to the West Indies had reported, which it was,expected to.-do in about 

three or four months’ time.”

MONTSERRAT . FLOOpS.—/The Secretary of State, acting upon despatches from the 
. Governor of the Leeward Islands, suggested the:formation of; a ; Committee at the Colonial Office to 
organize a. fund for relief, the amount required Y being. ^2,500. For full particulars see Special 

Circular.

-nwn m ' • orc .nflU jicJ hi IndfnrkiJdcIg:
A YEAR’S SUGAR- SUPPLY, U.K. (BOARD . OF TRADE RETURNS.

Beet Root Sugar— 1893. 1894., 1895.
.Refined ... ... ... ... .576,329 694,879 • : 707.308 0

453,344 393,585
/ u J J1 «« 1 ’Unrefined ... ... ... 422,222 ^68.610

rrr। * 'iJdj'»: IL ‘

' Total Beet Supply ••• Tons 1.063,489“ 1,160,712 1,122,495

Cane Sugar—,
British West Indies and - Guiana 61,282 84,700 84,659 72,290
British East Indies'' A.." ../ ' $2,^33 63,412 53,106 81,177
Mauritius' ... ... 12,225 13,333 6,608 1.730

l iimhvz (bluo/z : foiffiigirnmi SitfboO io noi b>- -o1 > c .< 
Total British Cane... Tons. 126,219; <,161,445, 144,373 J55R97

Foreign Cane— ‘ i ri i-T / i^r a I JO —.noitfivijlu; iff!

Spanish West India Islands ... 4,148 ! !;529 8,395 . . 1,008
32,904 16,760Brazil ... ... ... ... 20,308 23495

Java ... ' ... ... ... 75,258 :29i,I92 62,579 57415
Phillipine Islands. , ... 9.1,380, . o9)337 71,415 69,138

.. Peru, \.. f ... 36,109 41,850
Ocher Countries... ... 1 ... ' 37.112 4'6,102 4^295 60,480
. t ) B o R ’ [ ‘ ( 1 I In - —-____ ' t ? r f 7 r ’ ri’• ....... .. i 2 1 J 11 £, . / 1 1’ J J z J , • IV •

Total Foreign C^ne; Tons 254,358 786,231 352,697 249,651
Lf; e g mt-ujiur ow 1 .&osifiimnu. J-dn ,

. , ... Totaj. Supply.
?nj ui of tiijbiOtic tifll *jl3V7 . I > ,»' t' I

Foreign Beet ... .... ... 998,551 1,06 5,489 1,160,712 1,122,49;
British Cane ... " 1 ... ... ' 126.219 ’Ri 45 '' M4,373‘ 155,197
Foreign Cane ... ... ... 254/358 f ■ 186,231 252,697 240,651

Total Sugar Imports Tons 1,379,128 1 4:1.1 e; 1,557,78? 1,527,343

SUGAR PROSPECTS. -(Licht, 16th January), lire Beet working in Germany has generally 
passed off in a< satisfactory manner, although weather of December was verv unfavourable
to^pitted beets. The following are the estimates :— r \ f t. t ; . • , n £ .“rjhn-n^'r srJt in nrx

grtivfid ,o<o. ? lomoj gj LeH ^noili >q- od; doi: 
: Germany; ... .... ... tons

1895-6.

7l,6l5,III ...
i 896-71 

... . tons 1,820,000
. ■ .. . . Austria : ■ ... '

France... . L A’ ”
Russia... ... ... -

" > Belgium. . .... j, ... j . ’
// . Holland ............ .

. Other Countries
> .in .H .tM moqu >L’’g

79b4O5 -r
667,8^53 ‘' ...
783,489 ...
260,050 ...
106182.9 ....
168.800 ...

... „ 1,000,000
„ 765,000 7

... „ 72o,°oo
, 295,000

165,000
„ , 195,006

---♦* .eiMJjjEzaoaao vmi s boeeaibLc 
bne flobsuha sub do vir/m ofa lo vllu) } 4093/537 a .ii 4^9,66.000



Mr. Czarnikow says : “ We do not hear of much probable reduction in German sowings, but 
upon the whole European outlook there may be a slight reduction. In France the future still depends 
on the projected new Law.”

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Licht, 16th January.)—2,959,031 against 2,755,654 tons. (Czarnikow, 
21 st January.)—2,991,000 against 2,742,000 tons.

Present price of Beet, 88 per cent. : 9/3 against 11/6.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 5th 
January.—Weather dry and rain much wated. 13th January.—Weather continues too dry. 
Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 12th January.—Seasonable weather.

POSTING MAIL LETTERS.—Post Office to West India Committee, 23rd January, 1897. 
“Sir,—I am directed by the Postmaster-General to state, for the information of the West India Committee, 
that arrangements have been made under which letters, etc., for the West Indian Mails despatched on 
alternate Wednesdays, may be posted at Waterloo Railway Station up to 11 a.m. on the date of despatch, 
i.e, 15 minutes before the departure of the train by which the mails are conveyed to Southampton. A 
‘ late fee ’ of 2d. should be affixed to such letters in addition to the ordinary postage.—(Signed) 
H. Buxton Forman.”

Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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MONTSERRAT RELIEF FUND

H. J. Read, Esq.

[p.T.o.

Thomas R. Tufnell, Esq.
Quintin Hogg, Esq.
E. Luxmoore Marshall, Esq.
Paget A. Wade, Esq.

1bon. Secretary
James L. Ohlson, Esq.

This calamity has come at a time when the depression of the staple industries had seriously 
crippled the resources of the colonists, who might otherwise have been able to aid the more indigent 
sufferers.

The Lord Mayor has kindly consented to open a Relief Fund at the Mansion House, but as the 
attention and charity of the Public are at present greatly engaged by the Indian Famine Fund, a 
Committee of gentlemen has been formed, at the suggestion of Mr. Chamberlain, for the purpose of 
bringing the case of the sufferers to the notice of the public generally, and especially of those who are 

interested in the West Indian Colonies.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has recently received despatches from the Governor of 
the Leeward Islands reporting the occurrence of a disastrous Flood in the Island of Montserrat, causing 
considerable loss of life and destruction of property.

The Governor reports that about ^2,500 are required, in addition to the amount locally 
collected, to meet the necessities of those who are rendered destitute, and the Committee venture to 

ask for your kind and generous assistance.

Colonial Office,
Downing Street, S.W., 

1st February, 1897.

Chairman ot Committee, 
Sir Charles Cameron Lees, K.C.M.G.

Committee.
Edward Wingfield, Esq., C.B.
Sir Reginald Cust.
Sir Neale Porter, K.C.M.G.
Harry Hankey Dobree, Esq.

Those who will be benefited by the Subscriptions collected are Members of the Labouring 
Classes, to whom the loss of a few pounds’ worth of property is the loss of nearly all they possess. 
The majority of them have been deprived of their means of gaining a livelihood by the destruction of 

houses, tools, cattle and garden produce.

If you are willing to subscribe, I am to ask you to be good enough to send your donation to 
the Montserrat Fund at the Mansion House, London, E.C., or the Colonial Bank, 13, Bishopsgate 
Street Within, London, E.C., or to Messrs. Glyn, Mills & Co., Lombard Street, London, E.C.

CHARLES C. LEES,
Chairman.





Subscriptions^
---------------------♦--------------------- '

The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P. „ .. .. .. .. .. £21 o

The Right Hon. The Lord Mayor .. .. .. • .. .. .. . 5 5

The Right Hon. The Earl of Selborne ♦ . .. .. -.. «■.. .. 20 o

Messrs. Evans, -Sons & Co. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. 105 o

The Colonial Bank .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 52 10

The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company .. .. .. .. .. .. 52 10

H. B. M. (“ Have Compassion ”) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 50 o

Hon. W. F. D. .and Lady Esther Smith • •.. .. .. .. ..

Messrs. Samuel Dobree & Sons ... -.. .. .. .. .. 210

The Right Hon. Lord Pirbright • . ... • .. .. .. .. .. 21 o

Henry Attlee, Esq. -. -. ................. .. ••. . . • 21 o •

Thos. R. Tufnell, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 20 o
Messrs. Thomson Hankey & Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 20 o

The Misses Monk .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 20 o

Quintin Hogg, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10 10
Messrs. Aubrey Browne & Hopkinson .. .. .. .. .. •. 10 10

Messrs. Boddington & Co. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10 10
Messrs. Sendall & Wade .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1010

Messrs. Scrutton, Sons, & Co... .. .. .. .. .. .. • • 10 10
Colonel C. Washington Eves, C.M.G. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10 10

Aiderman Sir Walter Wilkin, K.C.M.G. .. .. .. .. .. . • 10 10

Aiderman Sir David Evans, K.C.M.G. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10 10
Aiderman and Colonel Davies .. .. .. .. .. .. . • • • 10 10

Messrs. Gillespie Brothers & Co. .. .. .. .. • • . • • • 10 10

Messrs. Park, Macfadyen & Co. .. .. .. .. • • • • •. 10 10

H. W. Smithers, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. •• •• 10 o
Dr. G. B. Longstaff......................................................................................................... 100

Sir C. C. Lees, K.C.M.G. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • 5 5

Sir Neale Porter, K.C.M.G. .. .. .. .. .. • • •• •• 5 5

Messrs. H. Brack & Co. .. .. .. • • • • • • • • • • 5 5
Messrs. Major & Field .. .. .. . • • • • • • • • • • • 5 5

Messrs. Previte & Co. .. .. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 5
Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller .. .. •. • • • • • • • • • • 5 5

Messrs. Mayer & Field .. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 5

Miss Mills .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 5

Sir George Berkeley, K.C.M.G. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 0
Edward Wingfield, Esq., C.B. .. • • •• •• •• •• •• 5 0

The Rev. Canon Bailey .. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 o

Viscount Ebrington .. .. . • • • •• •• •- •* — 5 0

L. M. Jackson, Esq. .. • • • • .......................... - ............................ 5 0

Miss Cook ...................................................................................................................... 5 0
Miss L. A. Williams......................................................................................................... 5 0

Sir Henry Peek, Bart...................................................................... — • • • • 50

Mrs. Chalk ...........................................................................................* •• - 33



Lieut.-General Lord William Seymour ........................... 

Sir Henry Poland, Q.C. ...................................................  
Captain W. Cashman, .. .............................................................  

F. Church, Esq. .. 
Miss E. Gardiner ............................................................... 
Mrs. H. Thomson 
Sydney Buxton, Esq., M.P. .. • • • • ,
John Cutler, Esq. .... ............................... . • • - •
J. Triplin, Esq. .. ..
E. H. Jay, Esq  
Mrs. Moody ... ... .. •• •• •• .
W. Pugh, Esq. .. 
W. P. Eversley, Esq. .. .. .. • • • • . • •
Sir G. D. Harris.. 
H. Vincent, Esq. .. ...
E. A. H. Jay, Esq. 
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(Cheques and Post Office Orders to be



CIRCULAR No. 139.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE. r»

BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C., 

22nd February, 1897.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.—Ata Meeting of the Committee of British Guiana Proprietor?, 
held on the 18th February, 1897, a special vote of thanks was passed to Mr, Quintin Hogg, the Acting 
Chairman of the West India Committee for his kind exertiohs.firi connection with the recent cases in 
North London, in defence of Demerara Sugars as against Beet-Coloured Crystals in imitation thereof. 
Mr. Edward Geo. Barr, in moving the Resolution, expressed the high appreciation felt by all British 
Guiana Proprietors of the services rendered by Mr. Hogg to the Sugar interests of the Colony. The 
Resolution was seconded by Mr. Henry K. Davson, supported by Mr.' Arthur Lubbock and Mr. E. L 
Marshall, and carried unamiously. (A Report of Mr. 'Hogg’s'' evidence, and the Magistrates’ decision, 
is issued in an appendix to this circular).

THE COMMISSIONERS.—Arrived at Demerara, 27th January. They received a large 
amount of evidence, covering .-the public expenditure, the Colony’s share, of immigration expenditure, 
the cost of production, the effect of low prices and other points,. There has been no time at present 
to summarize the evidence. This will be done in a later Circular. The Commissioners, were to leave 
Demerara on. the 6th February, for St. Vincent, Grenada, Barbados and Trinidad.

FRENCH BOUNTIES.—Owing to the action of the Senate there has been some, delay in the 
final passing of the Bill. The stipulations of the Bill actually passed by the Chamber are practically 
the same as those stated in last. Circular, the export bounty.being equal to about £1 15s. per ton. 
There are.some slight changes in the means by which the expense is made up, such as a slight increase 
in the.tax on Refineries. The price of Sugar to the consumer in France.will be at least 6d. per lb. 
Sir Edmund Monson, writing to Lord Salisbury, on February 9th, says that the Senate, in sending 
the Bill to a Special Committee indicates a considerable opposition to it.

BRITISH GUIANA COOLIES.—The Government have approved of 1,200 Coolie immigrants 
being introduced during next season, on certain conditions as regards the shipping expenses. The 
requisition for Trinidad has" not been received, the applications not closing until the 1st March.

JAMAICA FRUIT FOR ENGLAND.—All West Indian Colonists are interested in the 
success of this venture, but it is difficult to obtain any particulars of the recent shipments. 
The “ Jamaica Fruit Importing and Trading Company ” has a nominal capital of ^50,000, with certain 
well-known West Indian names among its supporters.' Three vessels, the “Elderslie,” the 
“ Port Victor,” and the “ Port Pirie,” were chartered, with refrigerating machinery for bananas. 
Packers have been sent out, and Mr. Jacobs, of Covent Garden, is the distributing broker. The freight 
is 2s. per cubic foot. The first venture, owing to an accident, was not proceeded with. The “ Port 
Victor” (the second venture), on her arrival in England, after 17 days out, landed the oranges and 
bananas in good condition : a temperature having been maintained from 50 to 55 degrees. 
The fruit was sold at Covent Garden. The “ Elderslie ” carried 5,025 boxes of oranges and 6,670 crates 
of bananas. It is said, that owing to over-ripeness on shipment, this consignment was not a success. 
This of course, is greatly to be regretted, as our Australian competitors, in sending Colonial fruit 
to England are very keen in regard to all these matters. The views of the Australian 
fruit growers are represented in London by the British Australasian. It seems clear that both the 
packing in the Colony and the apparatus on board ship require the closest attention. The Jamaica 
Gleaner of January 23rd gives particulars of the various expenses connected with the shipment of fruit
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and its distribution in London. Itis^t known £pw far these statements have ibeen verified by 
experience. At all events an unsatisfactory report is given. These objections are no doubt incident 
to the beginnings of a new industry ah the success of which, as stated above, everyone connected with 
Jamaica is concerned, ^^bit that did arrive in good condition was excellent, and found a ready 
sate, as reported in the Times on the arrival of the u Port Victor” about the beginning of the year. 
There seems, indeed, no reason why the practical and mechanical difficulties connected with a new 

undertaking should'not'be overcome and a full success achieved.

SUGAR PROSPECTS.—There have been great rains in France, and field work has been 
hindered by the excess of humidity. The cultivation requires a little dryness, both for cereals and 
roots. As to Beetroot sugar, the markets are held in suspense by the proposed Sugar Law, and the 
decision of the Senate upon this Bill is anxiously awaited. There seems no doubt of a probable 
increase of the sowings in France. In the meantime prices diminish, and a reduction ot sowings appears 
inevitable in Austria-Hungary, Belgium, and Holland. The German sowings are not increasing. 
In Russia the factories are preparing for an increase of sowings. [The above points are taken from 
the Journal des Fabricants ; but, in point of fact, very little is known as to the sowings for prospective 
crop prospects.] Mr. Czarnikow reports (18th February) that the United States seems to be the most 
active market pending the settlement of the Tariff question ; but, as Mr. McKinley is not yet in office, 
it seems idle to coiisider the results of Tariff changes which are yet in the future. Cuba seems to be 
recovering a little, and a possible crop of 300,000 tons is mentioned. In the face of all these disturbing 
elements, it does not seem surprising that prices are settled upon a hand-to-mouth policy. The 
London Sugar Market apparently keeps -quite dull and inactive.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—(Czarnikow, 18th February).—Europe and cargoes afloat to Europe 
2',728,499 against 2,450,799 ; United States' 280,000 against 127,052 ; Cuba 38,000 against 48,830 ; 
afloat to United States 17,706 against 38,925 ; Totals 3,064,205 against 2,665,606. (The basis of the 
European Stocks is presumably a matter of calculation by the foreign experts ; but no doubt the 
actual whereabouts of the Sugar could be determined).

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 per cent: 91^- against 12 7^. Granulated 11 i£ toil 
against 14’0.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Imports (7 weeks) 78,840 tons against 118,966. 
Deliveries 94,356 against 102,910. Stocks : 117,812 against 124,321.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co.), 
February 16th.—Very dry, rain much wanted. Trinidad (per favour of the Colonial Company,. 
Ltd.), February nth.—Weather fine with occasional light showers. Barbados (per favour of 
Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 9th February.—Slow reaping weather. (Messrs, Sproston, Son & Co. 

leceived on the 28th January, a telegram of the official, opening of the Demerara-Essequebo Railway 
by the Governor). 

■
Information, corrections, &c., relating to,..the Circular should be sent to the Secretary. Also, 

subscriptions of One Quine^. and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular fpr a year, and other 
papers. Circular 4s supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with 
regard to weather.are requested to inform .the Secretary v . Members receiving West Indian, newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining^.them, are requested to send , them to the Secretary for filing at .the'office. • 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.

9 smeye 11 .uuussW odt vd nobnoJL ni bolnoeioiqui on; c rrwow liird
$d 1 moiineiie teseojb aril cu JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

imh io niomqida pdj -_r.. •______ • ,



APPENDIX

TO WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR, No. 139.

DEMERARA AND BEET SUGAR.—Mr. Quintin Hogg’s further evidence, as reported by 
the Grocer, February 6th, was as follows:—He said that the assertions of the scientific witnesses on the 
other side as to his rule-of-thumb test were not correct. It had been alleged that his test only proved 
the absolute purity of the beet sugar, while it showed the presence of dirt in the real Demerara. This 
was not so. The cloudy appearance of the water when the real Demerara was tried showed the presence 
of molasses. The assertion that the molasses was foreign ito cane sugar was not correct. When the 
Demerara sugar was grained in the pan the crystals often lacked the desired yellow colour, and a small 
quantity of the molasses was drawn back into the pan to give the colour and the moist nature to the 
crystals. The presence of the molasses added to the value of the sugar. The drier the sugar the less 
the price that could be obtained for it. The dry Demeraras were mostly sold to be refined 
again. Molasses was really invert sugar. It was quite true that there was no molasses in. 
beet sugar. Molasses was, however, present in raw beet, but the smell was intolerable, 
and it had to be refined until molasses had been absolutely separated and removed. Raw 
beet sugar, made as Demeraras were made, could not be put upon the market on account 
of this very objectionable smell. Sellers of beet, therefore, were unable to compete with 
Demerara growers except by artificial or dyed imitations of the colour which was a natural one in raw 
cane sugars. The beet molasses was practically given away. Ultimately he believed that it was 
converted into a spirit, and smuggled into France and exported from that country as brandy. 
Absolutelv pure Demerara and absolutely pure -beet sugar were chemically the same and an 
analysis would show that each contained 99 point something per cent, of sugar. The beet 
sugar might give a slightly higher figure, but it would lack the sweetening qualities of the molasses. 
It was a great mistake to say that Demerara crystals would not dissolve so readily as the beet crystals. 
He should sav that the beet crystals were the harder of the two, and consequently would not so readily 
dissolve. As to the assertion that chloride of tin was present in Demerara, he could only say that a 
preparation known .as “bloomer” was used in the boiling of cane sugar for the purpose of correcting 
the “ dulling ” properties of the lime used in the refining and restoring the natural colour. There was 
a small amount of chloride of tin in this preparation. The “ bloomer ” corrected the. influence of other 
agencies rather than imparted an influence of its- own. One of the constituent parts of the preparation 
was hydrochloric acid. Lime was used, in the manufacture of-all sugar, beet or. cane, but immensely 
more so in beet than in cane. In spite of what Mr. Newlands had said, he still believed cane, 
sugar to be vastly .superior for many purposes to beet sugar, and he founded this belief on facts. 
For wine making he manufactured for a firm of wine growers in the Rhine Valley a special white 
crystal from cane sugar. He was paid £2 to per ton above the market price for sugar, and the 
broker who gave him the order told him that cane sugar alone was of use to this firm. As to his, 
witness’s, assertion that Demerara was the best for jam making, he could only quote the Lancet, which 
was considered an authority on these matters, which said that though beet sugars were being very 
largelv used in the manufacture of jams, &c., the beet sugars had not the keeping or antiseptic 
properties of the cane sugars. He thought that quotation sufficiently justified the position he had 
taken up on the point. Cross-examined as to supplying special sugar for the making of wine, witness 
would not say that Messrs. Lyle and Tate did not do the same. As to “ bloomer,” it restored or 
maintained the original colour. In his judgment, Messrs. Newlands and Hehner were not correct in 
their assertions. A dry Demerara did not sell. But he would acknowledge that a dry sugar was not 
so heavy as a moist sugar. He had never heard of the “ grocer’s itch.” Some compounds akin to 
“ bloomer ” used in De*merara were made in England and sent out to the colony ; but they had only been 
so made during the last two or three years. Until then it could not be made anywhere but in America. 
Although “ bloomer ” was the name of this concoction, it did not mean that it imparted “ bloom” to 
sugar, but only that it restored the natural colour which had beeen partially dulled by lime. It was true 
that in Demerara sugar there were traces of chloride of tin. “ Traces ” would be the correct term to use.



It was untrue to say that it was present in appreciable quantities. He could show by the analyses of 
eminent men that only the merest “ traces” were to be found. He had said that the beet sugar was 
dyed In neither case was the mode of colouring in any way injurious to health. As to witness s 
assertions about jam, he would not deny that beet sugar was sometimes used, but what he maintained 
was that jam meant for immediate consumption—i.e., within twelve months might be made of beet 
sugar; but if it were intended to keep, the jam longer.,it must he made of cane sugar.

Mr. Bros was understood to say that the defendant was summoned for selling to the prejudice of 
the purchaser an article which was not of the nature, substance, and quality demanded. The first point he 
had to deal with was—“ Was Demerara asked for ? ” The evidence of the young woman who had given 
evidence for the vestry left no doubt upon his mind that Demerara was asked for. The question then 
arose, “ What is Demerara ? ” They had had the experts from Mincing Lane, who said that Demerara 
was the sugar manufactured in the colony of that name. There were other similar cane sugars, and 
the experts admitted that unless they saw the bills of lading they could not tell from which country the 
produce came. It might be taken, however, that Demerara sugar was a sugar made according to a 
particular process in vogue in the West Indies. The other sugar appeared to be a sugar refined from 
the beqt in France dr anywhere else, and treated by a certain process here and then dyed. This 
latter sugar was sold in the trade as yellow. crystals. Clearly then yellow crystals and Demerara 
were not the same, and it. would be wrong to sell crystals when a person asked for Demerara 
sugar. The. defendants’ ease was that these yellow crystals were better than Demerara. On 
this it was contended that the sale was not to the prejudice of the purchaser. That seemed 
to be a question of law, and he (the magistrate) had carefully looked up the cases bearing on the point. 
In the case of “ Hoyle v. Hutchings,” the judges appeared to have taken the views put forward for 
the defence, and held that there must be evidence of fraudulent sale, and that it was absurd to suggest 
that an article which was superior would come within the Act, but as no decision was given on this 
point he (Mr. Bros) was not bound by their remarks. The case of the Indian or Carolina rice really 
came under the Merchandise Marks Act. In this case they were not dealing-with absolutely pure sugar, 
but’with the grocery sugar of commerce made from the cane and containing molasses. There was a 
distinction between the two sugars. The beet sugar was dyed. The question ar se. “ Whv were the 
beet crystals dyed ? ” It was said that it was done to please the public. But the crystals were dyed that 
beautiful yellow colour that was peculiar to the best classes of Demerara sugar. > Clearlv they 
were dyed to imitate.-the Demerara. The sugar might be of the same nature and the same 
quality, but it was not of the. same substance. Under these circumstances it seemed to him that 
the complainants had made out their case. He regarded the contest more as a question arising 
between two sections in a . trade than as an ordinary prosecution under the Act. The case was, 
therefore, one for a small penalty, but he had to consider the question of costs. Mr. Bramall said it 
was evident that Mr; Shrimpton was not conducting the case himself, and that he was being backed up 
by big wholesale houses. The costshad been heavy to the vestry. Mr. Ford : My client, sir, is a poor 
man, and my friend and his witnesses are being paid out of the rates of Islington. We have had to 
bung down a number of scientific witnesses. Mr. Bramall : They came in the interests of a trade they 
were interested m. Mr. Bros: Whether as a result of love or money, a large amount of scientific 
viaence has oeen placed before us. I shall impose the Small fine of 16s. 6d., with eight guineas costs, 

Sd The defendant wiU have time to pay the money. Mr. Bramall : I should like to
qAT 1 tnat tdese Proceedings were taken by the vestry without any communication from outside.

slmP*y wanted to establish the principle that when an article is asked for. another article 
most not be substituted for it. The other defendants are to appear for judgment next Thursday



CIRCULAR No. 140.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS, 

LONDON, E.C.,

22nd March, 1897.

STATES TARIFF.—President McKinley in his inaugural address, in advocating 
revenue legislate said “ the paramount duty of Congress is to stop deficiencies by restoring protective 
legislation, and he added ; “ In revising the tariff special attention should be given to the 

re-enactment and extension of the Reciprocity principle Law of 1890, under which a great stimulus 
was given to our Foreign Trade in new markets for surplus agricultural and manufactured products, 

he brief ma! given to this legislation justifies amply further experiments and further discretionary 
power in making commercial Treaties, the end in view always to be the opening of new Markets for 
the products of our Country by granting concessions to the products of other lands which we need, 
but cannot produce ourselves, which do not involve a loss of labour to our own people but increase 
employment.’’

On becoming acquainted with the above announcement, the following letter was addressed to 
the Foreign Office, 9th March, and duly acknowledged. “ The Under Secretary, Sir We have 
noticed a reference, in Mr. McKinley’s Inaugural Address^ to the question of reciprocal trade 
arrangements. In the years 1884 and 1891, reciprocal arrangements were discussed as between the 
British West India Colonies and the United States. In 1891 a reciprocal arrangement between the 
Colonies and the United States was actually settled, and remained in force for some time ; under 
Mr. McKinley’s present administration the same policy is apparently to be adopted, and considering 
the importance to the British West India Colonies of these reciprocal arrangements we would humbly 
request that the attention of the British Ambassador in Washington should be called to the matter, 
and that His Excellency should be moved to keep the question before him and to report all the 
information acquired to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. (Signed) QUINTIN 
HOGG, Acting Chairmany (A similar letter was addressed to the Government by the West India 
Association of Liverpool.)

From the Report of the proposed Tariff Law, it has been assumed that the ordinary duty 
on Sugar in the United States will amount to about 70 per cent, ad valorem. What the reciprocity 
duty would be under the Law is not quite clear. But the opening is quite sufficient for the Colonies 
to take advantage of it, and open negotiations at once. In this sense, and anticipating the view 
which will no doubt be taken by the Colonies, the West India Committee wrote as follows to 
Mr. Chamberlain, 13th March, 1897. “ Sir, The West India Committee have noticed in the
Inaugural Address of President McKinley certain references to the policy of reciprocal 
arrangements. It is further obvious that a highly protective tariff policy is to be adopted in the 
United States. The above announcements are of the gravest concern to all who are interested in 
the United States Market for British West India Sugar. In the years 1884 and 1891 reciprocal 
arrangements were discussed as between the British West India Colonies and the United States. 
In the latter year (1891) an arrangement was actually agreed to, the United States giving certain 
advantages under the Reciprocity clause of their Tariff Law, to Sugars imported from those Colonies 
in the British West Indies which reduced their duties on goods principally coming from the United 
States; such reduction of duties also being applicable to similar goods coming from other countries 
than the United States of America. It now appears that a similar reciprocal arrangement may be
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established between the Colonies and the United States, and ^-humbly hope that Her Majesty’s 
Government will do all that is. poss^le to promote such an arrangement. It is reported that the 
West India Royal Commissioners will probably return to this country by way of the United States 
If this is the case may we humbly suggest that the Commissioners (or one of them, or the Secretary) 
should visit Washington and consult Sir Julian Pauncefote upon the question of communicating 
with the United States Government, so that the way may be opened for the establishment of an 
understanding upon which a reciprocal arrangement by which special privileges may be granted to 
the West Indies and British Guiana, in return for corresponding advantages offered to Imports from 

the United States, may be based. (Signed) QUINTIN HOGG, Acting Chairman:

FRENCH SUGAR LAW.—The latest news from the Foreign Office is dated March 9th, to 
the effect that the Committee to which the Senate referred the Sugar Bounties Bill is said to have 
adopted the Bill as passed by the Chamber of Deputies, without any modification, and the 
discussion of the measure would take place shortly, immediately the Budget had been voted.,

ALLIED INDUSTRIES.—It has not been possible to convene the proposed meeting of 
Engineering Firms, but as soon as the Commissioners return and the matter is ripe for Parliament, 
it is proposed that the meeting should take place. The Manure manufacturers are also largely 
interested in the Bounty question. Owing to the existing depression, orders have been reduced. 
The matter, it is understood, has been brought before the Secretary of State by certain 
manufacturing firms,, .and Mr. Chamberlain has acknowledged the communication.

THE NEW DUTIES IN HOLLAND.—The British Minister at the Hague reports to Lord 
Salisbury as follows : “ Feb. 26th, 1897.—A new Sugar Law was passed on January 29th, permitting 
refining in bond and providing drawbacks for Beetroot Sugar manufacturers and Sugar refiners. These 
drawbacks amounting to 2,500,000 florins for the working year of 1897-98 (commencing September 1st 
and ending on and including August 31st of the following year) are to be reduced annually by 
100,000 florins until 1905-1906, for which year and all succeeding years their amount is fixed at 
1,700,000 florins. This Law comes into operation on the 1st September, 1897.”

The excise duty is fixed, per 100 kilos for Candy 1st class at 31.86 florins ; 2nd class 28.89 florins ; 
Loaf and Lump Sugar 27.00 florins ; Raw Sugar of higher quality than 99 per cent. 27.00 ; of not 
higher quality than 99 per cent. 20.27 for every per cent, of quality, but not less than 18 florins. 
Bastard Sugar the same as for Raw Sugar ; Melado, Molasses, and Grape Sugar from 6. to 18 florins. 
Credit for two months is given, to the importer from abroad for the excise duty on Raw Sugar. Sugar 
manufacturers are to! give particulars of their site,, buildings, <%c.. The excise duty for each manufactory 
shall- be fixed by the Finance Minister. The Bounty consists of a drawback to the Beet Sugar 
manufacturers and refiners. For manufactories this drawback amounts to : year 1897-98 to 2,500,000 
florins, annually decreasing to 1,700.000 florins in 1905-6^ For Sugar refiners the drawback amounts to 
5065000 florins in 1897-8, reduced annually to 250,000 florins^ in 1902-3. In calculating the drawback, 
100 kilos of sugar of 98 percent, or higher quality shall be reckoned as only 75 kilos. (Note—What 
effect this provision may have is not quite knownj but in any case it must still secure the bounty, as 
notwithstanding all the. elaborate provisions, .the returns of factories and refineries would no doubt be 
sufficient to secure the largest atnount of bounty, which would amount, upon the whole, to probably 
about ^2 per ton, on export. This is only another illustration of the. attempt tQ. keep open channels 
of export at the expense of the hopie population, who besides paying 5d. per lb. for their Sugar 
consumedj are taxed to support an industry which cannot stand by itself^ oy support itself on its own 
merits.) . , ,
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X IGTdSHS ASUGAR PROSPECTS.—The Beet sowings are estimated at about the same as last year. 

There is little likelihood of increased crops in Cuba at present.

• i k V W A :: p ■urrW'VMfD V- uWA T^h\h .An;VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—The' following are reported, but no one qiift'e1 knows where the 
Sugar is located :—2,956,477 against 2,429,677. There is therefore supposed to be an excess of 

500,000 tons as against last year. The whole matter is simply one of calculations, extending over a 
series of years.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—115^93 against 182^90,1; Deliveries 144,449 against 
160,314. Stocks are : 104,272 against 130,852.

PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.— 88 per cent: 0/2, against i2/.< ■ 1 ■

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demera.ra, 15 th March (per favour of Messrs. John McConnell 
and Co.).—Some acceptable, rains have fallen in Demerara countyTrinidad (per favour of the Colonial 
Company, Ltd.), 9th March.-rShowery and unsettled. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson and 
Gaviller), 9th March.—Appearances of more rain. . ;

Information, corrections,, &c., relating to the Circular should be spnt to the Secretary. Also 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling. Subscriber Jo Cjr.cular for a year, and other 
papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with, 
regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, 
and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the office. 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this Office.
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appendix
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.JH^O’tq c con J IU - : ^::’' •■■>‘AXAIaw.

TO WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR, No. 140.

UNITED STATES PROPOSED TARIFF LAW.

Section 3.—That for the purpose of equalizing the trade of the United States with foreign 
countries and colonies producing and exporting to this country the following articles argols or crude 
tartar, or wine lees, crude chicle, brandies manufactured or distilled not specially provided for in this 
Act, champagnes and other sparkling wines, including ginger wine, vermuth, laces of silk, mineral 
waters, painting, statuary, sugar, molasses, and other articles provided for in paragraph 208, Schedule E, 
the President is authorized to enter into negotiations with the Governments of these countries with 
the view of an arrangement or commercial Agreement, in which reciprocal and equivalent concessions 
may be secured in favour of the products and manufactures of the United States. The President is 
authorized to suspend during the Agreement the imposition of duties on such articles mentioned 

in this Act.

Schedule E.

Sugars, not above 16 Dutch standard in colour, syrups, molasses, &c., not above 75 degrees, 
1 cent per lb. (against one-eighth of 1 cent and 40 p.c. ad valorem), and every additional degree or 
fraction of degree three-one-hundredths of 1 cent additional, and sugar above 16 Dutch standard 
and all sugar gone through the process of refining, 1 cent 8/5 thousandths ; molasses testing not 
above 56 degrees, 3 cents gallon (against 2 cents), testing 56 degrees and above, 6 cents gallon 
(against 4 cents). Sugar tank bottoms, syrups, canejuice, beetjuice, melada, concentrated melada, 
concrete and concentrated molasses, product of any country which pays directly or indirectly a 
bounty on export thereof, shall pay in addition a duty equal to such bounty, or as much thereof as 
may be in excess of any tax collected by such country upon such articles or upon beet or cane from 
which produced, provided nothing therein contained shall be so construed as to abrogate or in any 
manner impair or affect the provisions of the treaty of commercial reciprocity concluded between 
the United States and the King of Hawaiian Islands on January 30, 1875, or the provisions of any 
Act of Congress heretofore passed for execution of same (against one-tenth of 1 cent and 40 p.c. 
ad valorem) ; maple sugar syrups, 4 cents per lb. (against free) ; glucose or grape sugar, cents 
(against 15 p.c. ad valorem) ; saccharine, $2 per lb. and 15 p.c. ad valorem (against 25 p.c. ad valorem) ; 
sugar-candy, confectionery valued at 15 cents per lb. or less, and sugars refined when tinctured, 
coloured, or in any way adultered, 8 cents per lb. and 20 p.c. ad valorem ; when valued over 15 cents 
and not over 35 cents per lb., 12 cents and 20 p.c. ad valorem ; above 35 cents per lb., 50 p.c. ad 
valorem ; all wrappers excepting outer packing case included in dutiable weight (against 35 p.c. 
ad valorem for all).

(The above extract from the Times of 18th March, 1897, not quite understood, but it is 
given as it stands. Firms communicating with Sugar Firms in the United States are requested to 
keep the West India Committee informed.)



CIRCULAR No. 141.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C.,

x^th April} 1897.

GENERAL,.—Owing to the Holidays it has been found impossible to issue a full circular by 
this mail. It has been accordingly postponed till this day fortnight. There has been little of interest 
occurring since last circular, matters remaining in suspense until the Commissioners present their 
report. There are rumours that the Budget will provide for the abolition of the Tea, Coffee and 
Cocoa duties, and the imposition of a duty on Sugar so as to afford a basis for dealing with the Foreign 
Bounties, and enabling Her Majesty’s Government to enter effectively into any negotiations. In the 

meantime the new Export Bounty Bill of France has been passed without any modification. An 
Official Copy of the Law can be seen at this office. The object of this Law is to enable France to 
enter into negotiations, and the Government are authorised to reduce the French export premiums, or 
abolish them, in accordance with similar action by the other Powers. On the whole, this seems to 
tend towards practical negotiations. But the low speculative prices for Beet Sugar for some months 
to come seems to show a continuance of the period of low prices for a time. Reciprocity with 
the United States is a very urgent question just now, and it is strongly felt that the Colonies should 
take action at once, for a Commercial arrangement with that Country. The Commissioners were 
expected in Jamaica on the 29th March. They will then proceed to New York on their 
way home, but repeated communications with the Secretary of State have hitherto failed 
to obtain the presence of the Commissioners at Washington, to communicate with the 
United States Government, through the British Ambassador, as to the basis of a commercial 
arrangement. Of course, the new tariff in America deals very hardly with Jamaica fruit, and it is 
surprising that no communications have been received at this office from the Jamaica fruit industry 
with regard to a matter that so largely concerns the prosperity—if not in the near future, the 
existence—of the Jamaica fruit business with the United States. Fuller particulars on all these 

matters will be given in next circular, with other information.

The weather news from Demerara. continues better, some rain having fallen generally. 

Trinidad weather continues favourable.

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.

Note.—The new Blue Book on the Sugar Industry of the West Indies can be seen at this office, or 

copies sent to members as required.



CIRCULAR No. 144.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS.

LONDON, E.C.,

July, 18,97.

1 HE CANNON STREET HOTEL MEETING.—This Meeting on 2nd July was the largest 
and most representative meeting ever held in connection with the Colonial Sugar Industries. The 
Resolutions, as sent to the British Ministers, were as followsThat this Meeting, being largely 
interested in the production and trade of the Sugar Colonies, views with much concern the 
continuance of the bounties granted by Germany, Austria, France, and other countries, and this 
Meeting calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to take the necessary action to secure for British 
Colonial produce an open market, and competition on equal terms with Foreign produce in the 
United Kingdom.” Resolution 2,—4- That the continuance of the Foreign Bounty system is directly 
injurious to manufacturing industries in the United Kingdom exporting British goods to the 
Colonies.’’

♦ 4 ; , .<..<■ . . ,f > H/r : . W mt t di tnpf - ;i ni aH hlr-uL ’n ■ n - ■ r
The above Resolutions were passed unanimously, and the question now arises what further 

action shall be taken ? The Royal Commissioners’ Report has been delayed so long that it is unlikely 
there should be any reference to it in the present Session of Parliament.

The above Resolutions were acknowledged by Lord Salisbury, The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and other of Her Majesty’s Ministers. In reply to a further urgent representation from the West 
India Committee, the Under Secretary of State said, “ I am directed by Mr. Chamberlain to 
acknowledge your letter of the 8th July urging the importance of the Report of the West India Royal 
Commission being issued at an early date. Mr: Chamberlain understands that the Report will be 
published at the end of this month, or early in August, but he will cause a copy of your letter to be 
Communicated to the Commissioners.” This, of course, Was very unsatisfactory, and Firms in London 
and Glasgow wrote again to the Secretary of State, as no provision could be made for New Island 
Crops. In reply to Glasgow representations, the Colonial Office say, The Government is aware of the 
circumstances mentioned in your letter, but the Report of the Commission is not yet in the hands of 
Her Majesty’s Ministers, consequently it is impossible for Mr. Chamberlain to say what course will be 
pursued, and that even if the Report were before Her Majesty’s Ministers, some time must necessarily 

elapse before any action could be taken upon it.”

There is a strong feeling that the Sugar Colonies are being very unjustly treated by the delay 
of the Government in procuring the issue of the Commissioners’ Report, and withholding their 

intentions with regard to remedial measures.

QUEENSLAND AND MAURITIUS, AND THE SUGAR QUESTION.—It is proposed 
that before the Right Hon. Sir Hugh Nelson, the Premier of Queensland, and the Hon. T, J, Byrnes, 
Attorney General of that Colony, leave England, a Conference should be held with them. Any 
arrangements made will be duly announced. Communications will also be made with the Mauritius 
representatives in the hope that a strong committee will be formed on behalf of all the Sugar Colonies 
to take charge of the Sugar Question until at least the present position is terminated.



UNITED STATES TARIFF.—Mr. Dingley’s Report to the House, as to result of the 

Conference with the Senate on sugar duties is summarized as follows “ As regarded the sugar 
schedule, which has formed one of the most contentious sections in the whole Bill, he confirmed the 

statement that an eighth of a cent, differential duty had been agrded* upon for refined sugar, and that the 

Senate had abandoned the provision throwing off a tenth of a cent, on low grade sugar. Sugar above 

16 Dutch standard and testing by polariscope not above 75 degrees, Mr. Dingley continued, would pay 
95-iooths of a cent, per lb-, and 3^-iooths of a cent, additional for every additional degree, and for 

fractions of a degree in proportion. Sugar above 16 Dutch standard and all sugar which had gone 
through a process of refining would pay one cent, and 95-iooths of a cent, per lb. Note. The 
above is from the Times, but further details are wanting. The Commercial Reciprocity with the 

Sandwich Islands is retained.

The Secretary is not responsible for the statements in the following letter, but as4t comes from 
a very well-informed correspondent it is printed for consideration. It has been sent to the Royal 

Commission, and acknowledged by them as raising points of “ gravity ” :—“ I only returned from New 
York last week, and was consequently only able to attend for a very short time the meeting which was 
held at Cannon Street Hotel by those interested in the Sugar Trade. I am consequently unaware 
whether any speaker brought to the attention of the meeting the movement in> the United States of 

America which is finding expression through the new tariff-for the purpose of protecting American 
farmers in growing Beetroot. It seems to me that the attention of the Commission and of this 
Government should be called to the fact that under the policy which has now been passed by the 
Senate of the United States, in the course of a very few years the sole remaining market for 
West India Sugars, namely, the United States, will probably be lost to them. You will 
doubtless already have noticed that the Senate have passed the tariff schedule for Sugar at a 

higher rate of duty even than that originally proposed in the Diqgley Bill. The method 

by which this duty is to be collected is somewhat complicated, but I have no doubt that the 
members of the Committee have thoroughly understood it and I will not take up your time 
by referring further to this point, but what 1 do desire to call your special attention to is the fact that 
those best able to know in the United States maintain that as soon as this tariff goes into force, an 
enormous impetus will be given to the cultivation and manufacture of Beetroot Sugar in the United 
States. In order to be able to compete with European grown Beetroot Sugar, the United States 
farmers asked a protection equivalent to about $1.69 per 100 lbs, of raw sugar 96°, and I think I am 
right in stating that the Senate has given them more than this. Furthermore, I note from telegraphic 
information that the retaliatory clauses of the Bill have also been passed, whereby the President 
is empowered to impose an extra duty on any foreign produce equivalent to any bounty which the 
said produce may receive from the country of its exportation. The probable effect of this policy, 
as pointed out by Mr. Herbert Myrick, the Editor of the American ‘Agriculturist^ is that although it 
will be too late to affect a crop for 1897, numerous large factories will be established in time to work 
up an increased crop in 1898, and he states' that farmers are so eager to grow beets at $4 per ton, that 
the agricultural question involved is no longer the uncertainty it was formerly, when factories could 
not get the beets. Conservative judgment is that with favourable seasons the United States Sugar 
product would jump from less than 300,000 tons last year, that is including cane and beet, to 500,000 
tons in 1898, 800,000 tons in 1899, and 1,600,000 tons in 1900, or equivalent to about half of the total 

consumption of the nation. Surely this must be an additional reason why the Government of this 
country should give some assistance to the British Sugar-growing Colonies. ‘ It must be well known 
that the existing West India Sugar Planters have only been able to exist by means of the United 
States market, and it would seem from the figures which I have given you herein, that it will not 
take very many years before that market ceases to exist for them.”



SUGAR PROSPECTS.—June was 
now somewhat Wer Wih occasional rain, 

general outlook is that rain in marly parts c 
Gently A France the rai

come reports of unfavourable weather. Mi 
some <>f the largest Sugar Planters in Java 
forming a Sugar Syndicate, to raise a Loan 
Java is feeling the effect of the low prices.
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■ exceptionally warm on the Continent. Temperature is 
The dry weather has been much complained of. The

>f Germany was urgently wanted. The necessary moisture 

T T r be"eficia' • From Belgium and Holland
_ Licht (in referring to Can : Sugar) Says that a meeting:of 
had requested the assistance of the Dutch Government in 

guaranteed by the state of Holland. It is quiib clear that 
Mr. Licht’s estimate is as follows :—
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Germany ... ...
Austria
France...
Russia ...
Belgium
Holland
Other Countries

' mu .^oq^q lodio
i896-7. 1895-6.

tons 1,845,000 ... ... tons 1,615,111

950,000 ................ „ 791,405
n 75°,000 ••• ... „ 667,853
h 735,000 ... ... „ 712,096
” 295,ooo ... ... „ 235,795'-
„ 175,000 ... ... n 106,829
„ 201,000 ................ „ 156,340

TotAls ... Tons 4,951,000 Tons 4,285,429

In the presence of this enormous bounty fed crop, the combination of all the British Cane 
Sugar Industries is more than ever required.

1 he /ournal des Fabricants de Sucre discusses fully the speeches delivered at the meeting on 
2nd July. The speeches of Mr. Lubbock, Mr. Tufnell, Mr. Crosfield (with his striking diagrams 
(dta^ramnus jrappant^ Mr. Brodie Hoare and others are commented upon. Particular attention is 
gixen to Mr. Lubbocks recitals of Mr. Gladstone’s letters. It may be assumed that France is even 
more interested than England in opposing the German Bounties, and France would no doubt come 
int<> a Convention if Germany would also agree. It is important to observe that the French Chamber 
of Commerce says nothing on the proposal for countervailing duties. The Journal des Fabricants 
points out that “ England in future is entirely tributary to the foreigner.'’ With France, and 
perhaps Germany, waiting for an invitation to abolish bounties, the British Government 
acquiesces in the non-production of a Commission Report which has been delayed so long that it 
threatens to lose its full influence upon the future of the West Indies or the Sugar Colonies generally. 
The “Journal” 21st July, wants more rain for the Sugar crop, although it reports that other 

countries are fairly satisfied and on the whole the general crop is satisfactory, considering the seasons. 
Mr. Czarnikow continues to complain of the depression of the market. “To find a reason for this 
state of things,” he says. “ we have only to look at the bounty system on the Continent, which is 
responsible for the unnatural stimulus given to so important an industry as the Beet-Sugar 
manufacture, resulting in enormous over production, followed in due course by an unprecedented 
depreciation. Besides the ever increasing taxation of the article in the Beet producing countries 
debars millions from enjoying a cheap, wholesome and home grown food, and thus prevents 
consumption from attaining there a level similar to the one we have in the United Kingdom. It now 
remains to be seen whether this unduly fostered industry will share the distress already brought upon 

our own and other Cane Sugar producing Colonies.”

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Landings 321,182 tons against 436,506. Deliveries 
373,811, against 397,787. Stocks 88,358, against 148,538- (Why do not these figures bring about a 
stronger market ?) The answer would probably be that Sugar comes in at every point, and not only 

at the four principal ports governed by the return.



PRESENT PRICE OF BEET.—88 per cent. (Czarnikow) 8s. 3d. against 9s. 3d.

. . J | . ../f I; • , J f / ; ] ■ • ■ . Z J ‘ ’ O(iU ' : ; !
WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara (per favour of Messrs. Jno. McConnell & Co.), 

15th July. Weather favourable for cultivation. Barbados (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), 
13th. A few light showers have;fallen, but more rain would be acceptable. Trinidad (per favour of 

The Colonial Company, Limited)? 23rd July. Rain has fallen heavily.

r ffmvwn' •{ rff ;.v ' r{t o - Tirfl ! ' * j u l
Information, corrections, &c., relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary. 

Also, subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and 
other papers. Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic 
advices with regard to weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West 
Indian newspapers, and not desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the 
Secretary for filing at the Office. Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send 
their addresses to this office. CCV<\V' ••• ••• \ ,, .. ...

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be 
glad to receive information and opinions for consideration ; also particulars of any experiments in 
Sugar machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 145.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER SQUARE. BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C.,

^th August, 1897.

- .Though a Circular was issued by last mail, it lias been thought desirable to issue one on this date 
for t he purpose of recording certain important events which have occurred, of interest to Members.

FAX CURED NATION CLAUSE.—The withdrawal of Great Britain from the Commercial 
Treaties with Germany and Belgium, which will come into effect in July, 1898, will have a very important 
bearing upon Commercial Arrangements between the West India Colonies and the United States. The 
arrangement made with the States in 1884 was rendered entirely nugatory by Lord Granville’s interpre
tation of the Favoured Nation Clause in those Treaties, and in the negotiations of 1891 great difficulties 
were experienced in consequence of this clause. It is not necessary to recapitulate the whole matter now, but 
the omission of the Favoured Nation Clause in any future Treaties with European Countries will certainly 
simplify matters in regard to any Trade arrangements between the West Indies and the United States. The 
denunciation of the Treaties will also have an indirect but important bearing upon any question of counter
vailing duties upon bounty Sugar in England, especially as showing that Her Majesty’s Government are at 
last prepared to deal with the interests of British industries from an impartial and indeed Imperial point of 

view.
. , ., r7. sd- . t-o-: do/TR ’r itedw bus ; areieni beiisn^i^b ’’ARfu .Jan 96 r

UNITED STATES TARIFF.-—The other matter of importance to be recorded is the new Tariff Act 
of the United States. The following are the clauses especially affecting Sugar: —

Clause 209. Sugars not above No. 16 Dutch standard in colour, tank bottoms, syrups of cane juice, 
melada, concentrated melada, concrete and concentrated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above 75 deg., 
95-1 OOths of one cent, per pound, and for every additional degree shown by the polariscope test, 35-l,000ths of 
one cent: per pound additional, and fractions of a degree in proportion; and on sugar above No. 16 Dutch 
Standard in colour, and on all sugar which has gone through a process of refining, one cent, and 95-100ths of 
one cent, per pound ; molasses testing above 40 deg. and not above 56 deg., 3 cents, per gallon• testing 56 deg. 
and above,. 6 cents, per gallon; sugar drainings and sugar sweepings shall be subject to duty as molasses or 

sugar, as the case may be, according to polariscopic test.



heretofore passed for the execution of the same.

210. Maple sugar and maple syrup, 4 cents, per pound ; glucose or grape sugar, 1J cents, per pound ; 

sugar cane in its natural state, or unmanufactured, 20 percent, ad valorem.

211. Saccharine, 1 dollar and 50 cents, per pound and 10 per cent, ad valorem.

212. Sugar candy and all confectionery not specially provided for in this Act, valued at 15 cents, per 
pound or less, and on sugars after being refined, when tinctured, coloured, or in any way adulterated. 4 cents, 
per pound and 15 per cent, ad valorem, valued at more than 15 cents, per pound, 50 per cent, ad valorem. 
The weight and the value of the immediate coverings, other than the outer packing case or other covering, 

shall be included in the dutiable weight and the value of the merchandise.

The reciprocity clause has also been changed to read as follows : —

SCHEDULE M.

Sec. 4.—That whenever the President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, with a view to secure reciprocal trade with foreign countries, shall, within the period of two years 
from and after the passage of this Act, enter into commercial treaty or treaties with any other country or 
countries concerning the admission into any such country or countries of the goods, wares and merchandise of 
the United States, and their use and disposition therein, deemed to be for the interests of the United States, 
and in such treaty or treaties in consideration of the advantages accruing to the United States therefr n, 
shall provide for the reduction during a specified period, not exceeding five years, of the duties imposed by 
this Act, to the extent of not more than 20 per cent, thereof, upon such goods, wares, or merchandise, ar mav 
be designated therein of the country or countries with which such treaty or treaties shall be made as in this 
section provided for; or shall provide for the transfer during such period from the dutiable list of this Act to 
the free list thereof of such goods, wares, and merchandise, being the natural products of such foreign country 
or countries and not of the United States; or shall provide for the retention upon the free list of this Act 
during a specified period, not exceeding five years, of such goods, wares and merchandise, now included in said 
free list, as may be designated therein; and when any such treaty shall have been duly ratified by the 
Senate and approved by,Congress, and public proclamation made accordingly, then and thereafter the duties 
which shall be collected by the United States upon any of the designated goods, wares and merchandise from 
the foreign country with which such treaty has been made, shall during the period provided for, be the duties 
specified and provided for in such treaty and none other.

Sec. 5.—That whenever any country, dependency or colony shall pay or bestow, directly or indirectly, 
any bounty or grant upon the exportation of any article or merchandise from such country, dependency or 
colony and such article or merchandise is dutiable under the provisions of this Act, then upon the importation 
of any such article or merchandise into the United States whether the same shall be imported directly from 
the country of production or otherwise, and whether such article or merchandise is imported in the same con- 

i ion as when exported from the country of production, or has been changed in condition by re-manufacture 
erwise, there shall be levied and paid in aU such cases, in addition to the duties otherwise imposed by



S additi°nal dUty t0 the net <>f Inch grant or bounty, however, the same be paid or
. 2 k “2 am°Unt ° aU SUCh boUnties or 8rants be from time to time ascertained, determined

7 ceclared by the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall make all needful regulations for the identification 
■ .1 such articles and merchandise and for the assessment and collection of such additional duties.

W ith regard to the above Legislation, urgent representations have been made to the Committee to 
draw the attention of the Secretary of State and the Colonies to the question of reciprocity. There has been 

no time to call a meeting, but from opinions received there is no doubt that the following letter will be 
^eneraUy approved. Of course, the decision as to opening negotiations with the United States rests with the 
( < lonie.^ themselves, and it is thought that no harm could be done by calling their attention to the matter, 
r hrough the Secretary of State, whether the Colonies decide or not, to entertain the question. The following 

the letter io the Colonial Office : XV . I. C., 5th Augustj 1897. Sir, We have the honour respectfully to 
all your immediate attention to the Reciprocity Clause in the new Tariff Act of the United States of 
America. This clause would allow of a reciprocal arrangement being made between the United States and 
’i • British West India Colonies, whereby the Sugar of the Colonies would be enabled to be imported into 
i b.’ United States at a reduction of 20 per cent, in the duty, as against the produce of non-reciprocal countries. 
>h uld the Colonies be excluded from this arrangement, and other Cane Sugar Countries be admitted to its 
adv ntages, the only Market (practically) for West India Sugar would be closed against our Colonies. In 
thes circumstances we have the honour to ask (1) that you, Sir, would be pleased to communicate with the 
Se< i urv of State for Foreign Affairs, so that his Lordship might be moved to instruct the British Ambas- 
>adorat Washington to approach the United States Government as to their willingness to enter into such an 
arrangement, and the terms upon which such arrangement could be made, and we would humbly suggest 
that tMs be done by cable ; (2) we also venture to ask you, Sir, whether you would be pleased to communicate 
by pre J- ra tor y cable and by next mail with the Governors of the West India Sugar Colonies, so that their 
Excellencies might submit the matter without any delay to their respective Legislatures with a view to their 
- ending delegates to Washington for the purpose of affording to Her Majesty’s Ambassador (as in 1891) any 
informaton and assistance which might be acceptable in the negotiation of such commercial arrangement. 
(Signed) \J. Lubbock, Chairman.”

TIE FOREIGN OFFICE.—Through the great kindness and courtesy of the Foreign Office 
an official topy of the United States Tariff Act can be seen at this office.

THE CANNON STREET HOTEL MEETING.—Copies of Report of this Meeting will be 
sent to any Members applying, either personally or by post card, for the same.

SUG;R PROSPECTS__The weather in the Beet Countries has been fairly satisfactory, but 
there has bee. a great growth of leaves. (Journal des Fabricants.) There is really nothing in this week’s 
news of any importance as to crop 1897-8. There is a firmer tone m the market, due to two causes 
1st, inundatiok in Silesia and Bohemia; and, 2nd, the denunciation of the German Treaty, the general 

bearing of whi6 is explained above.

VISIBLC SUPPLIES.—Mr. Czarnikow estimates the total at 1,786,033 tons, against 1,647,489 

tons in 1896. (
I

PRESEN” PRICE OF BEET.—88 per cent. (Czarnikow) 8s. 6d. against 10s.



WEATHER NEWS,—Barbados, 31st July (per favour of Messrs. Wilkinson A Gavillei Fine 

rains generally throughout the Island. (Sugar 1.35. Molasses 6. cents.)

Information, corrections, &c', relating’to this Circular should be sent to the Secret:1 ■; Aho, 
subscriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other pap• r>. 
Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphic advices with regard to 
weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian Newspapers. and nor 
desirous of retaining dhem, are requested to send them to the Secretary for tiling at tuc Other 
Subscribers and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this office.

(Note.—In order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
Receive information and opinions ,for consideration; also particulars ,of any experiments in Suga: 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON. Secretly



CIRCULAR No. 146.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

BILLITER SQUARE BUILDINGS,

LONDON, E.C.,

^th September, 1897.

THE COMMISSIONERS REPORT.—Not yet issued. The Colonial Office have promised the 
Committee an early copy.

UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN SHIPPING.—" West India Committee to Foreign Office,. 
18th August, 1897. The Under Secretary. Sir, In respectfully asking you to convey to the Marquis of 
Salisbury the thanks of this Committee for the copy of the U.S. Tariff Act, I am desired to call attention to 
Sec. 22 (page 66). This section apparently imposes a discriminating duty of 10 per cent, ad vat. in addition 
to the legal duties on all goods which shall be imported in vessels not of the United States. Section 23 
provides further, under heavy penalties, that no goods shall be imported from any Foreign Port or Place, 
except in vessels of the United States, or in such foreign vessels as truly and wholly belong to the citizens or 
subjects of that country of which the goods are the growth, production or manufacture. Section 24 however 
states that the above is only applicable to nations which maintain similar regulations against the United 
States. Tire British West India Colonies would therefore be exempt under these latter sections. At the 
same time, the following points arise in the general construction of all the above sections : —(1) Will a ship 
owned in England, calling at a British West Indian Port and conveying cargo from thence for importation 
into the United States, be exempt from the additional 10 per cent, duty imposed upon such cargo in certain 
circumstances ? (2) Would a Dutch vessel calling at Demerara for cargo intended for the United States, 
be liable to the additional duty upon that cargo ? (3) What foreign vessels would be penalized under these 
clauses, and what foreign vessels would not be so penalized ? As the above questions may have a very 
practical bearing upon the shipping trade concerned in carrying produce from the British West India 
Colonies to the United States, may we humbly request that his Lordship may be pleased to obtain from the 
British Ambassador in Washington a report upon the subject? (Signed) N. Lubbock, Chairman.”

An important reply has been received, as follows : —“ Foreign Office, 2nd September, 1897. Sir, 
With reference to your letter of the 18th ult., I am directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to inform you 
that he is carefully considering the inquiries of the West India Committee with regard to the effect which 
the discriminating duty imposed by Sec. 22 of the United States Tariff Act will have on the Shipping Trade 
concerned in carrying produce from the West India Colonies to the United States. I am to add that a



further communication dealing with the several points raised in your letter will be addressed to you as soon 

as possible. (Signed) Francis Bertie.

U.S.A. RECIPROCITY.—A statement is being prepared for the Colonial Office as to the effect of 

the new U.S. Tariff upon West India Sugar, especially with reference to Reciprocity. The following points 
arise:__(1) The actual operation of the duties on the sale of West India Sugar : that is, does the classified 
scale ensure a proper price upon the market? Is the Sugar sold upon an open market according to its 
Customs value? Po the U.S. Customs assess for duty the proper value of the Sugar, and is it sold in open 
market according to that value, and so far as that market is concerned, is the price a fair one? In point of 
fact, do the duties prevent in any way the Sugar from the West Indies getting the same terms as Sugar from 
other Countries, subject to the same duties ? (2) Section 5 imposes a countervailing duty upon Bounty Sugar 
equal to the amount of such bounty, in addition to the duties otherwise imposed by the Act. It may be 

assumed that this would have a beneficial effect as regards Non-Bounty Sugar.

Section 4 is apparently the reciprocal clause relating to Sugar. It provides for the President entering 
into reciprocal treaties, allowing for the reduction of the duties imposed by this Act, to the extent of 20 per 
cent., or may put such goods on the free list of the U.S. Tariff. There are thus three points to be con
sidered :—(1) The exact operation of the duties upon Sugars, of different classes, imported into the United 
States; (2) The advantage, or expected advantage, upon Non-Bounty Sugar in connection with the counter
vailing duty upon Bounty Sugar ; (3) The terms upon which a reciprocal arrangement might be agreed upon 
between the United States and the West India Colonies.

(Note.—The Secretary does not bind himself to the above questions. They are suggested by various 
Members of the Committee, and their general drift will be seen. The matter is in the hands of the Chairman 
and Secretary, and in the meantime most valuable information has been given by firms connected with the 
Committee, especially Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co., and Messrs. Gillespie Brothers & Co.)

JAMAICA SUGAR.—The Colonial Office forward to the Committee, with a request for any 
observations, the following copy of a despatch from Governor Sir Henry Blake:—* King’s House, Jamaica, 
3rd July, 1897. The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, Secretary of State. Sir, I have the honour to enclose 
for your information the Report of the Second Annual General Meeting of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, 
which was held at Montego Bay, as I was desirous of exciting local interest and enlisting the sympathy of the 
people of that part of the island in the work of the Society. 2. I am glad to say that the efforts of the Society 
are beginning to bear fruit. The membership is increasing and the local demands for advice and assistance 
are being multiplied. The people are, I hope, beginning to realise that improvement in their condition must 
depend upon their own exertions, and to emerge from the attitude of lazy expectation that Government 
will somehow do something to improve their position without the necessity for any action on their part. 
3. In connexion with this question, I have seen quoted from a German pubheation on Chemistry that a 
process has been discovered in Java by which the carbonization of the cane juice has been cheaply effected, 
the result being that the formation of glucose has been lessened, and the percentage of crystallizable saccha- 
rme thus largely increased, sugar being formed instead of molasses. I do not know what the result might be 
incases where rum is looked upon as a product of equal value with sugar; but it appears to me that the 
discovery may have a profound effect upon the question of sugar production in the West Indies. If any report 
on the subject has been made from our Consuls in Java, I shall feel obliged if you will kindly direct that a 
copy be sent to me, or any further information on the subject that can be procured.”

The above Despatch and Papers were submitted to Mr. Lubbock, the Chairman, and the following 
reply was sent, after acknowledging the papers With regard to the third paragraph in Sir Henry Blake’s 
letter, we may mention that we have not ourselves heard of any new process having been discovered in Java



for treatment of the cane juice, resulting in any largely increased yield. Sir Henry Blake speaks of the 
carbonization of the cane juice. We think that he must have used the word carbonization in error, and that 
probably what was intended was carbonatation. This would lead us to suppose that the process described as 
having been experimented with in Java is similar to that used for the clarification of beet juices, and consists 
in the use of very large quantities of lime, the bulk of which is subsequently neutralized and precipitated by 
means of carbonic acid gas. This process has been tried in the West Indies—many years ago—but has no 
advantages over that at present in use, and is, in fact,far more costly, whilst at the same time it produces no 
better results. Under the present system in use in the factories in the West Indies, the amount of glucose 
produced in the manufacture is so small as to be hardly worth consideration. No doubt under the old process 
of the copper wall which Sir Henry Blake may possibly have in his mind the formation of glucose in the 
course of manufacture was enormous. The Committee notice, with great satisfaction, the statement of Sir 
H .Blake that through the efforts of the Agricultural Society, 1the people are, I hope, beginning to realize 
that improvement in their condition must depend upon their own exertions, and to emerge from the attitude 
of lazy expectation that Government will somehow do something to improve their position without the 
necessity for any action on their part.’ ”

(Note.—The above Government action is presumably quite apart from any measures that might 
be suggested by the Royal Commissioners for the continuance of the Jamaica Sugar Industry, and the 
continued employment of the labourers at good wages on the Sugar plantations.)

SUGAR PRODUCTION AND PROSPECTS.—Mr. George Dureau, of the Journal des 
Fabricants, finding that nothing can be definitely said about the next Beet crop, indulges in statistics. He 
says that Beetroot Sugar in 1887-8 was 2,407,000 tons, and Cane 2,541,000 tons. In 1896-7 Beet had in
creased to 4,772,000 tons, and Cane had not increased, being in that year 2,432,000 tons. He 
does not mention the enormous weight of the consumption tax in France, caused by the bounties, 
inflicted upon the French consumer. Mr. Czarnikow of course discusses the effect of the wheat 
deficiences upon the Sugar production. These deficiences could not occur at a more oppor
tune time, inasmuch as the next Beet crop must be affected, and in anticipation a less crop of 
Beet will be gathered, leading as at present to more strength in the Sugar market generally. 

Wheat must be a strong competitor against Beet in future sowings.

BEET PRICES : 88 per cent. 8s. lOJd. against 9s.

SUGAR IN UNITED KINGDOM.—Imports (35 weeks) : 410,808, against 533,416 ; Deliveries: 

475,375, against 482,835; Stocks: 68,493, against 158,734.

VISIBLE SUPPLIES.—1,491,552, against 1,400,624.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.—Demerara, 19th August (per favour of Messrs. Hogg, Curtis, 
Campbell & Co.): Weather favourable for cultivation; 3rd September (per favour of Messrs. Jno. 
McConnell & Co.) : Weather showery and favourable for cultivation. Trinidad, 2nd September (per favour 
of the Colonial Company) : Rain has fallen heavily. Barbados, 24th August (per favour of Messrs. 

Wilkinson & Gaviller) : Weather all that can be desired.

Information, corrections, &c„ relating to this Circular should be sent to the Secretary Also, sub- 
scriptions of One Guinea and upwards, entitling Subscriber to Circular for a year, and other papers^ 
Circular is supplied to present Members free. Members receiving telegraphrc advices with regard



weather are requested to inform the Secretary. Members receiving West Indian newspapers, and not 
desirous of retaining them, are requested to send them to the Secretary for filing at the Office. Subscribers 
and others visiting England are requested to send their addresses to this office.

(Note.—Tn order to make this Circular more full and interesting, the Secretary will be glad to 
receive information and opinions for consideration; also particulars of any experiments in Sugar 
machinery, of Steamship communications, &c.)

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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CIRCULAR No. 147.

WEST INDIA COMMITTEE

billiter square buildings, 

LONDON, E.C.,

October, 1897.

Colom. Ws, after practical observation in the

■ ® <• the fa,U.th® PJices of these commodities, and in a special degree, of course, to the great fall
1 pi.. ■ o. sugar, which is by far the most important of them. The Commissioners then give a tabJshowing 
h of years. In 1881 for Refined, the price was 28.93 shilling Varied fluctaa?

tMU> an shown llt :,1 lb96 when the price for Refined was 14.75 shillings. In the same period, Beet Un
refined dropped to 10 34, and Cane Unrefined to 10.85 shillings per cwt. In August, 1897; Beet polarizing 
J4 per cent, was 8s. 10^d., and Cane polarizing 95 per cent, was 9s. 3d. r

Concurrentlywith the fall in the price of sugar there has been a heavy fall in the prices of molasses and 
rum. The value of Demerara rum has declined from 2s. 4£d. per gallon in 1891 to Is. OM. per gallon in 1896, 
a nd t he va lue of molasses, which m Barbadoes a few years ago was as high as 40 cents a gallon, and in Antio-ua 
not much lower, has now fallen to 6 cents a gallon or even less. This depreciation in the by-products of sugar 
lias contributed appreciably to the present depression in the industry.

The Beet and Cane crops are thus described : —

Beet
Cane

1894—5. 
Tons. 

4,792,000 
3,139,000

7,931,000

1895—6. 
Tons.

4,285,000 
2,605,000

6,890,000

1896—7. 
Tons.

4,950,000 
2,524,000

7,474,000
It will be seen that there has been a great increase in the total production of sugar, and to that increase, 
which has been accompanied by a progressive economy in production, must the fall in the price of sugar be 
mainly at tributed. The chief increase has been in beet sugar, which is alleged to be the dominant factor in 
regulating the price in the present day. The production of beet sugar has been stimulated by the grant of 
bounties, and within the past year Germany and Austria have doubled their bounties on the export of sugar, 
and Franco has very largely increased hers. The bounties vary in amount at the present time from about 
£4 10 s. a ton in France to XI 5s. and XI 15s. on raw and refined sugar respectively, in Germany. The total 
production of European bounty-fed sugar in 1895-96 is estimated to have been more than 60 per cent, of the 
total production of sugar of all kinds dealt with in the great markets of the world. The proportion of beet 
sugar would not have been so high in this year, but for a falling-off in the production of cane sugar in Cuba 
tothe extent of about three-fourths of a million tons, a falling off, the effects of which are equally con
spicuous in the estimate for 1896-97, which shows a still higher proportion of beet sugar.

This great fall in the price of sugar has rendered sugar-cane cultivation unprofitable for the time being 
and we are unable to find any good grounds for holding that any material rise in price is likely to occur in 
the immediate future. As a matter of fact the prices for 1897 have ranged much below those of any previous 
year. As to any gain by British Industries in the United Kingdom by the reduced price of sugar, such gain 
is too dearlv purchased by the injury imposed on the West Indian Colonies. We have no hesitation in saying 
that the abolition of the bounty system is an object at which Your Majesty’s Government should aim, if they 
should see their wav to securing that result, and that the accomplishment of such an end is worth some 
sacrifice, provided always that such sacrifice would be really effective and would not involve evils out of all 
proportion to those which it is desired to remove.

The Commissioners find a difficulty in estimating the exact effect of the Bounties, and they give a 
lemdhv argument upon the subject. Two out of the three Commissioners, with some apparent hesitation, 
wifi not absolutely recommend countervailing duties, but Sir Henry Norman, whose great experience in the 
West Indies gives his opinion special weight, thus reports: —



I agree with my colleagues in their views as to the present condition and probable future of the 
sugar-producin^ Colonies of the West Indies, and I certainly do not think that the Report underrates ne 
gravity of the prospect. I also most fully agree with what is said m the Report as to the advantage 
would arise from a relinquishment of the system of bounties on the export of beet sugar now given by several 
nations and as to the inexpediency of any grant of bounties by this country on sugar produced in the Brit is 
We^t Indies. I differ from my colleagues in their objection to the imposition of countervailing duti^> on 
bounty-aided sugar brought into the United Kingdom, and I would urge that duties should be levied on 
such sugar to an amount equal to the bounty that has been paid on it by any foreign Government. 1 am by 
no means insensible to the consideration that disadvantages and inconveniences may arise from the levy ot such 
duties, as stated in the Report, nor am I blind to the possibility that countervailing duties may tail to com
pletely restore and maintain the West Indian sugar industry, and I admit that- it is possible that the impo
sition of such duties may lead to some retaliatory measures on the part of other countries. No measure 
brought under our notice seems to afford such a good prospect of helping the sugar industry m the West 
Indies as the imposition of countervailing duties. The object in view is so important as to justify some in
convenience and some risk, and after prolonged consideration of the subject I think that without counter
vailing duties, the sugar production of the Colonies in question must decline rapidly and perhaps disappear, 
except for the purposes of local consumption. One or two favourable seasons may help to keep the industry 
going, but little more than this can be hoped for without countervailing duties. Economy of product ion and 
manufacture has been earnestly carried out in some Colonies without affecting the general result, and it 
cannot be anticipated that much more can be done in this direction, nor, indeed, has large outlay or improved 
machinery or attention to cultivation led to profits sufficient to maintain the industry in the face of the 
bounties. The only possible remedy seems to be the imposition of countervailing duties. It is not only the 
actual bounty now given that oppresses the British West Indian sugar industry, but also the absolute un
certainty as to the amount of the bounty in the future. The Report shows that the amount of bounty has 
been quite recently raised in foreign countries, and even if, by extraordinary economy and good fortune, 
British West Indian sugar could be produced at a smaller net outlay than bounty-aided beet sugar, there 
would, in such an event, probably soon be an increase to the Amount of bounty which would completely 
neutralise the benefit for which the West Indian producers had laboured. The interests that are affected by 
the decline of the sugar industry in the West Indies are of a momentous character; and I think the British 
public hardly realise the ruin that must follow a collapse of that industry. Such a collapse would seriously 
affect even the West Indian Colonies which have other industries to fall back upon, such as Trinidad and 
Jamaica, but British Guiana, with nearly 300,000 people, Barbados, with 180,000, and all the Windward and 
Leeward Islands, excluding Grenada and Dominica, and perhaps Montserrat, may be said to have nothing 
to export except the products of the sugar-cane. The inhabitants of those Colonies would, ’therefore, be 
without the means of purchasing imported articles of food, or of paying taxes, the bulk of which are indeed 
derived from Customs duties levied on imports or from excise. The planters must be ruined : many others 
who have drawn incomes from sugar properties will be seriously affected : the tradesmen, artisans, and 
labouring classes will suffer privation, and probably become discontented and restless, and the revenue will 
be so crippled as to render it impossible to carry on the Government, even on the most economical scale, in anv 
condition at all approaching efficiency. Nor will it be practicable to meet obligations for interest on debt, or 
to provide for the relief of the poor, or to maintain the hospitals and schools, or to pay the police force, while 
in Guiana, and possibly in Trinidad, there would be a demand for the repatriation of large numbers of Indian 
coolies, to meet the cost of which measure funds would not be forthcoming. Already some of these Colonies 
labour under a deficit, and this deficit is probably increasing. The other proposed remedies or palliatives 
seem to me to be in no sense effective substitutes for countervailing duties. The establishment of central 
factories in certain positions may be beneficial, and of course it is desirable to have better canes and improved 
cultivation and manufacture, but it would be difficult to raise capital for any material outlay, and Government 
would incur much risk m making advances as long as bounties on beet sugar continue. " In Jamaica and 
Inmdad, where other industries than that of the sugar cane have taken a firm hold, the collapse of the sugar 
i^ustry will not cause all the misfortunes that may be expected to fall on those Colonies whose reliance rests 

of sugar with its adjuncts of rum and molasses, but if those products cease to be 
dlst^eSS’ and the resources even of those two islands will be severelv taxed. I 

is no higher conclusions of the Report and the paper of Dr. Morris, than whom there
tadust^ or indnsTrii ° Wert Indian production, must satisfy anyone that it is impossible to expect that any 
sulXrt/ne^^ rePlace suSar> whether as affording employment and
uteistence to the people or as enabling revenue to be raised to maintain the administration No doubt it is 
dX^^n^t.^ °bher P-Ple - dependence on one
R^rt but fX t^ Proposals which have this end in view, as detailed in the
^eX’Xn It^ the industry the reasons I have
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there nr~D“tr 'a^lbh^^^ ° tdUt'eS b® # mafcerial advantage, and as far as Anew 
eKc-vhc . in he I u '" *“*?*«* whlch would P^ent «® imposition of such duties here or
ae- ul l-'^ Empire, though some previous notice no doubt would be proper before the duties were

.. I . levied- I am aware that I am advocating a measure which is sure to meet with severe criticism and 
oppootion. but I feel bound respectfully to submit my views, as there seems to be no measure except the impo- 
shion of countervailing duties which is likely to save a considerable group of -British Colonies from serious 
c *'“■ P 1 • or Invent obligations falling on the mother country which will be very onerous and very difficult to 
meet in a satisfactory manner.

The above is the weighty opinion of Sir Henry Norman, although the rise of one halfpenny per lb in 
sugar consequent upon a countervailing duty, is too high an estimate. But it must be remembered that the 
money received into the Exchequer on account of countervailing duties will be available for reducing the duties 
on tea and other articles of general consumption.

The Report puts with great force the obligations of the mother country towards her West Indian 
Colonies and their populations. While, therefore, it is unfair to say that the cause of the depression in the 
West Indies is due to any act of the British Government, we cannot overlook the fact that the British people 
have been reaping great benefit from precisely that set of circumstances which has been a factor in bringing 
the West Indies to the verge of serious disaster.

The Commissioners do not agree with the proposal to Federate the Colonies under one General 
Government, nor do they think a combined Civil Service would result in any economy.

The following is the summary of conclusions : —
The sugar industry in the West Indies is in danger of great reduction, which, in some colonies, may 

be equivalent or almost equivalent to extinction.
The depression of the industry is due to the competition of other sugar-producing countries and in a 

special degree to the competition of beet sugar produced under a system of bounties. It is also affected by 
high protective tariffs, and by the competition of cane sugar, the production of which is specially encouraged 
by the Governments concerned. The causes of the depression may be described as permanent, inasmuch as 
thev are largely due to the policy of foreign countries, and there is no indication that that policy is likely to 
be abandoned in the immediate future.

It is not due in any considerable degree to extravagance in management, to imperfection in the process 
of manufacture, or to inadequate supervision consequent on absentee ownership, and the removal of these 
causes, wherever they exist, would not enable it, generally, to be profitably carried on under present conditions 
of competition. In many places in the AVest Indies, sugar is not manufactured according to the best and 
latest processes, but even the estates which have introduced the best machinery suffer from the depression, 
and we have little doubt that the latest machinery would be much more generally employed but for the 
general and apparently well-founded conviction that even with the assistance of such machinery the business 
could not be profitably carried on. In places where large factories equipped with the best machinery cannot 
be established owing to local causes it is doubtful if the sugar industry could, under any circumstances, be 
restored to a condition of permanent prosperity, except, possibly, in localities which enjoy very special ad
vantages in soil, climate, and labour supply.

The depression in the industry is causing sugar estates to be abandoned, and will cause more estates to 
bo abandoned, and such abandonment is causing and will cause distress among the labouring population in
cluding a large number of East Indian immigrants, and will seriously affect, for a considerable time, the 
general prosperity of the sugar-producing Colonies, and will render it impossible for some, and perhaps the 
^ter number of them, to provide without external aid, for their own government and administration.

If the production of sugar is discontinued or very largely reduced there is no industry 
that could completely replace it in such islands as Barbados, Antigua, and St. Kitts, and be profitably' cabled 

‘ and upply employment for the labouring population. In Jamaica, m Trinidad, m British Guiana, in S . 
t" in St Vincent and to some extent in Montserrat and Nevis, the sugar industry may m time be re- 

, 1 bv other industries but only after the lapse of a considerable period and at the cost of much displace-
plac by and consequent suffering. In Dominica the sugar industry is not at the present day of great 

can be completely, or very largely.



replaced bv other industries, the Colonies in question will be in a much sounder position, both politically and 
economically, when they have ceased to depend wholly,or to a very great extent, upon the continued prosperity 

of a single industry. i
The total or partial extinction of the sugar industry would, in most places, very senously affect the 

condition of the labouring classes for the worse, and would largely reduce the revenue of the Colome,. Ln 
some places the loss of revenue could be met to a limited extent by economies but this could not be done 
universally nor in a material degree in most of the Colonies. Some of the Colonies could not provide the 
necessary cost of administration, including the relief of distressed and necessitous persons or of t he support 
and repatriation (when necessary) of the East Indian immigrants, without subventions from the mother 
country. Jamaica, Trinidad, and Grenada may be expected to meet from their own resources the whole of 
the expenditure that is likely to fall on them.

The best immediate remedy for the state of things which we have shown to exist would be the aban
donment of the bounty system by Continental nations. This change would in all probability enable a large 
portion of the sugar-cane cultivation to be carried on successfully, and would certainly reduce the rate at 
which it will diminish.

Looking, however, to what appears to be the policy of the United States of America, to the great 
cheapening of the cost of production of beet sugar, and the fact that many countries appear to have singled 
out the sugar industry as one which ought to be artificially stimulated in various ways, it is rot clear that, 
even if the bounties were abolished, another crisis of a similar character might not arise in the West Indies at 
a future day.

The special remedies or measures of relief which we unanimously recommend are—
(1) The settlement of the labouring population on small plots of land as peasant proprietors.
(2) The establishment of minor agricultural industries, and the improvement of the system of 

cultivation, especially in the case of small proprietors.
(3) The improvement of the means of communication between the different islands.
(4) The encouragement of a trade in fruit with New York, and, possibly, at a future time, with 

London.
(5) The grant of a loan from the Imperial Exchequer for the establishment of Central Factories in 

Barbados.
We estimate the cost of the special remedies recommended in (2) (3) and (4) at £27,000 a year 

for ten years, the expenditure to be borne by the mother country. We estimate the amount of the loan to 
Barbados for the erection of central factories at £120,000. This measure no doubt involves the risk of loss.

Grants will be required in Dominica and St. Vincent for roads, and to enable the settlement of the 
labouring population on the land to be carried out, and their amount may be taken at £30,000. A further 
grant of about £60,000 is required to clear off the floating debt in some of the smaller islands.

In addition, the smaller islands should receive grants to enable them to meet their ordinarv expen
diture of an obligatory nature. The amount may be placed at £20,000 a year for five years, and possiblv a 
reduced amount for a further period of five years.

The expenditure which we are able to estimate may be summarised as follows : —
(1) A grant of £27,000 a year for ten years.
(2) A grant of £20,000 a year for five years.
(3) Immediate grants of £60,000 and £30,000, or £90,000 in all.
(4) A loan of £120,000 to Barbados for the establishment of central factories.

British G^an^In^R^ ypenditure ib. may be necessary to incur in relieving distress (especially in

“ suPPorti«g ^d repatriating East Indian 
aV but it might be very |reat. if there

pop^onfe in Ba'bados and British Guiana, where the

specia/c^^^ Trinidad are retained for the

JAMES L. OHLSON, Secretary.
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