
1805
The remaining 
Garinagu on St. 

Vincent are pardoned 
and settle with the 

remaining Kalinago 
in the north of the 

island near Sandy Bay.

1776 
The French attack St. 
Vincent, and capture 

the island with the 
help of the Garinagu, 
during the American 
Revolutionary War.

1902
The volcano of La Soufrière 

erupts, killing many

1635
The earliest date that slaves 
from the Bight of Benin are 

shipwrecked and rescued by the 
Kalinago.

1795
The Second Carib War breaks out and 
the Garinagu are defeated and exiled

A Timeline of the Garinagu

c.1300
The Kalinago (Caribs) 
conquer the Arawaks

1660
The island of St. 

Vincent is recognised 
as neutral by the 
French and the 

English

c.3000 BC 
The island of St. 

Vincent is first settled 
by humans

1498
Christopher Columbus is 
alleged to become the first 
European to discover St. 

Vincent.

1797
The Garinagu arrived at Roatàn 

and are invited to live at the 
Spanish colony of Trujillo

The crater of 
La Soufrière in 
peaceful times

Chatoyer’s 
ladle

1719 
The French settlers on 
Martinque launch an 
expedition against the 

Garinagu at the request of 
the Kalinago

1763
The British take control of St. 

Vincent at the end of the Seven 
Years War under the terms of the 

Treaty of Paris

1772
The First Carib War breaks 
out due to tensions over the 
control of territory between 

the settlers and the Garinagu.

1979
Independence of St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines.

2002
Joseph Chatoyer is 

recognised as the first 
National Hero of St. 

Vincent

2008
The cultural heritage of the 

Garinagu people is inscribed 
by UNESCO. They are found in 
St. Vincent, Honduras, Belize, 

Nicaragua, the UK and the 
USA, totalling almost 400,000

1977
Settlement Day is 

officially recognised in 
Belize to commemorate 

the arrival of the 
Garinagu.

1773
A Treaty is signed between the 
British and the Garinagu at the 

end of the First Carib War.

A medal 
commemorating the 

First Carib War

The monument to Chatoyer on 
Dorsetshire Hill


