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4 View of St. Vincent.

VT..Vincent lies in 16 Degrees North, and is about:
24 Miles long, and 18 broad, wherein are feve-
{12l high Mountains, and very fruitful Plains, yielding
| abundange of Sugat Canes, who grow naturally with-
out planting ; it is well water’d with Rivers, and hath , |
leveral good Harbours and Bays-for Shipping ; the Ez-
g/yb have here {ome Plantations, but are neicher con-
iderable nor powerful, it being the moft populous of §
Garibeans, of any poflefled by-them, who have here E
many fine Villages, where they dwell pleafantly and
J without any Difturbance, and tho’ jealoys of the Stran- ..
jéersabout them, andftand on their Guard, whenthey
2ome to their Roads, yet they do not deny Caffavy. .
Bread, Water, Fruits, and other Provifions growing & &
I their Country to them that want them; taking in - .
Bxchange Wedges, Hooks, and other Implements of
lon, which they much efteem. Their Simplicity s
1y remarkable in feveral Things, s in admiring our
re Arms, but efpecially “Eire:locks, - to which they
Eﬁe ho kire put as to Muskets, and therefore believe /%
-["5@1’{2 or the Devil fets themon Fire; when the
: oon 15.eclipfed, they believe the Devil eatsher, and
. #iceall Night making a Noife with Gourds, where-
. &te many Pebble Stones ;3 when they fmell any evil
Y€ty they cry, Mabsya, or the Devil 1s here, let us
“gone from him. :
kor She}' have a natural Sentiment of fome Divinity,
uperior Power, that hath its Refidence in Heaven,
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162 A View of St.Vincent.

which they fay is contented to enjoy quietly the It
lights.of its own Felicity, without being offendeds
the il A&ions of Men, agd is endowed with}
great Goodnefs as not to take any Revenge evend
Enemies; from whence they render Heaven nelit
Honour nor Adoration, interpreting its Liberalityai
Long-fufferance, an Effec either of its Weaknelir|
Indifference toward Mankind ; yet they believe thef;
are a Number of good and evil Spirits ; the gooda
their Gods, and every one imagines one of thems
 particularly defigned for his Condudt, yet will
acknowledge them Creatoys of the World, and wia) by
the Chriftians tell them, we adore that God who i}
Heaven and Barth, and caufeth the Earth to b
forth Fruits and Herbs, for Nourifhment, they#h )
fwer, It 7s true thy God hath made the Heaven andith Y
Earth of France (or fome other Country that they i
and caufes the Wheat to grow there, but our Gods b il

-made our Country, and caufe our Manioc to grow:

Maniac isa Root of a fmall Tree ot Shrub,wheredf#
Caribeans make Bread. When they recover 0f fou [ '
Difeafe; they fet a little Table ‘at the End of tt
Huts, and upon it their Offerings, but without )
Adoration'or Prayers yet invocate their falfe G B
when they defire his Prefence, but. this is done
Prieft, upon four Occafions, To demand Rewenge, 7""?
< bealed of Difeafes'; To krnow the Event of thetr Ja} t
To invocate them to drive away ths great Dewil or
boya'; for they never-pray to him ; this Invocatiof} e§
by finging fome Words and burning Tobacco, the 4
whereof 15 fo pleafanr, that it makes this littlt?D_ :
appear, and when feveral Priefts call upon cheit e b
ral Gods together, asthey fpeak, thefe Gods or TR
Devile rail, quarrel, and feem to fight with eat"f of8
" ther; thefe D=mons thelter themfelves fometmey
the Bones of dead Men taken out of ‘the Grav:cs.l*ha
wrapped in Cotron, and thereby give Oracles; fafifte
@ ¢ is the Soul of the decealed Perfon, they mike'] p
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of them to bewitch their Enemies, the Sorcerers wrap-
ping up thefe Bones with fomething that belongs to
the Enemy. '
This curfed Spirit inflames them to a@ fuch Cruelty
upon their Enemies taken in War, in relating where-
of we need dip our Pen in Blood, being to draw a
iPidture which muft raife Horror in the Beholder ;
i this there appears nothing but Inhumanity, Barba-

{1im, and Rage; to fee rational Creatures cruelly de-

vouring thofe of the fame Kind, and filling them{elves
With their Fleth and Blood, a Thing which Pagans
eretofore thought {o full of Execration, that they
magined the Sun withdrew himfelf becaufe he would
ot give Light to fuch bloody Banquets. - When
thefe Cannibals or Eaters of Men have brought home

Prifoner of War of the Arovagues, he belongs of

MRight t0 him who either feized him in Fight, or took

Y keeps them {afe in his Houfe, and after he has made @l

dm fa4t four or five Days, produces him upon fome
folemn Day of Debauch’to ferve for publick” Saerifice
? 'El%the immortal hatred of his Countrymen toward that

Xe

f

| him Wnning away : Being brought to this 1{land, he

dttle, they cat them there before they leave it, de-
shing for Slavery only the young Maidsand Women

[tiken in the War. They have “tafted of all Nations = &

that frequented them, and by Experience affirm that the

rench ate the moft tender, and the Spaniards the har@—
tt Flefh of Digeftion, but now they, feed oni no Chri-
fh1ans af a1],

They abftain from feveral Cruelties formerly | nfed

! before they killed their Enemies, for whereas at pre-

Lt they think it enough ro difpatch them with a Blow
SEIWO  with ‘a Club, and afterward cut them 1nto
“ces, and have boil’d them and fo devour them. They
sretotore put them to feveral Torments befote the mof=
4 Blow. " of which themfelves have given this de-
f Mlorable Relation ; the Prifoner of War who had been
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ation. If any of their Enemies die on the Place of

e ot ST

gt s

sl T




164 A4 View of St.Vincent.

fo unfortunate to fall into their Hands, and was o
ignorant that he was defigned to receive the moftcndu s
Treatment which Rage could fuggeft, armed himi
with Conftancy, and to exprefs how generous a Peqif £
~the Arovagues were, marched very chearfully to &8
Place of Execution, neither bound nor dragged therd
_and prelented himfelf with a mild and fteady Countig
_ance in the Midit of the Aflembly, which hekm ﬁ Y
defired nothing {o much as his death, and not ferifl@E LM
their Abufes and bitter Difcourfes, he prevented thife '
in thefe Terms.
I know well enough upon what Account youls
brought me tothis Place 5 Idoubtnot but you are dfins
to f2 il yourfelves with my Blood, and that you arei
patient to exercife your Teeth on my Body ; but youhth'®
not [o much Reafon totriumph to fee me in this Condif
nor Fmuch to be troubled thereat ; my Countrymenh
put your Predece(lors to greater Miferies than you ank
ble to invent agai)y} me ; and I hawve done my Part g
om 18 managing, maflacreing,and dewvouring your Il
ple, your Friends, and your Fathers ; befides that Ihhs
Relations who will not fail torevenge my 2uarrel U
Advantage upon you,and gpon your Cbrldres for then
inhuman Torments you intend againfupe : What Torm g
foever the moft ingenious Cruelty can' diftate toyol]
the taking away my Life 15 nothing fn Compar{fﬁ'ﬂl
thofe my gerterous Nation prepares for you, thereforfy
Jay not the utmoft of your Cruelty any longer, avd o[k
Yourfelves I bath flight and laugh at 1t. Somewha fiig
this Nature is that brave and bloody Bravado #i)
we read of a Brafi/ian Prifoner ready to be devoy
by his Enemiés: Come on boldiy, [aid he to them, 8
feaft yourfelves upon ms, for at the [ame rimeyou¥y
feed on your Fathers and Grand-fathers, who ferutd |
Nourifbment for my Body ; thefe Mufclesthis Fiefb, "
thefe Veins are yours, blind Fools as you are; oy
obferve that the [ubftance of the Members of yoar/ffi’ﬁfﬂ
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Yreyet 1o be feen in them, taffé them well and You
Will find they tafte of your own Fle, ’
The great Soul of our Arovagaes was not only in his
Lips, but thewed itfelf alfo in the Effe@s which fol-
owed this Bravado; for after the Company had'a

fjhile ‘enlured his Menaces and arrogant Defiance-

Without touching him, one among them came and
geE NNt his Sides with a flaming Brand, another cut
W} Witkeat Gobbets of Flefh out of him, and would cut big-

OBV 4k if the Bones would have admitted it, then ‘they
it Pepper into his Wounds, others diverted them-

®lves in fhooting Arrows at the poor. Patient, and e-

try one took a Pleafure in tormenting him, but ke
Piered with the fame unconcerned Countenance, and

= 'fwrelled not the leaft Senfe of Pain; after they had

L 28 lus fported a long time with the poor Wretch, at laft -

wing weary of infulting and out-braved by his Con-

A0y, which feemed ftill the fame, one 'of them came:.
id at one Blow difpatched him with his Club. This

Pihe Ulage wherewith the Caribians heretofore treated
it Prifoners of War, but now they think it it enough
R | 7t them toa fpeedy Death. ' As foon as this unfor-
#finate Perfon is thus laid dead upon the Place, the

bung Men take the Body, and having wathed it cut

#in Pieces, and then boil fome Part, and broil fome

N wooden Frames made like a Gridiron for that .

fpofe.  When this deteftable Difh is ready, and
fo;aed according to their-Palares, they divide it
)-'fu]ly devour it, thinking that the World eannot
Urd‘anyorher Repaft equally delicious; ithe Women
ick che very Sticks whereon the Fat dropped, not {o
U{Fh for the Delicioufnels they find in rhatkindlof
{8 cnance, as from the exceflive Pleafure they con
"¢ in being reveng’d in that Manner of their chiefeft
Fitmies 5 and o heighten this Rage and Hatred
Bintt the rfrovagae: théy {ave the Fat that comes from
a-nd Keep it carefully 1n little Gourds to pour fome

$° 1c many Parts as there are Perfons prefent; and -
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166 -~ A View of Antegoa.

few qups thereof into their Sauces at their {olemf
Entertainments, f{o to perpetuate as much as liesighn®
their Power, the Motive of Revenge. |
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A View of Antegoa.

Ntegoo lies in the Latitude of 17 Degrees betwet
Barbadoes and Defiderado.  In Length abouttt
Miles, and much of the fame Breadth. The Aceefst
it is dangerous for Shipping by the Rocks which i
compafs it.  Trwas conceived heretofore not to bei
habited upon Prefumption there was no frefh Wat
in it, but the Engli who planted it have met wit
fome, and made Ponds and Cifterns to fupply t
Defed; it being inhabited by near 900 Perfons. Tt
Commodities this Ifland affords are Szgar, Indio, G
ger, and Tobacco, < It-abounds in tame Cattle, andd
Sovts of Fifliyamong which the Sbark Fijb delervestt
mark: Ie is a° Kind of Sea-dog or Séa-wolf, them
davouring of L all’ Fifhes, greedy of Man’s' Fleth,
dangerous to: thofe that fwim ; he' lives altogethcfbf
Preyy 4nd follows, Ships to feed'on the Filelr caft if U _
the Sea: Thefe: Monlters feem yellow in the Watel £
fome of a vaft Length and bignefs, {o that they}at '
able to cut atMan in two at one bite ; their Skinsllshd
rough that Filesare made of it to polith Wood; tht
Heads are flat;and! the ‘opening of their Mouth a
juft before chie Sneut: but: under it, fo that they &
forced to turn their Bellies almoft upward: wheftt
foize their Brey i their Teeth are very fharp and biog &
'jagged out like a* faw, of which fome have 3 ot >
Lanksin each Jaw-bore, they lie with wichin his G4




