


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































468 TRADE WITH THE ENEMY IN THE COLONIES

trade—a function they had never performed so thoroughly in
the colonies before—and thus prepared the way for the disas-
trous efficiency of Grenville and Charles Townshend.!

I The Admiralty had ordered naval commanders in the Colonies to help the
customs officers put down illicit trade as early as 1740 (Adm. 2/56, p. 197); and
indeed the Navigation Acts empowered all Admirals and other naval officers to
do so. But the navy’s first experience of wholesale suppression of smuggling was
gained in the attack on the Flag of Truce and Monte Cristi trades.



















































