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PEOPLE ()E G~EA]; BRITAIN .. ANJ) IRELA~]).1
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t r ( 

FELLOW COUNTRYMEN! . 

' . WE,· vthe··- u~d~,.sig,n_fd p~rsons,: ·posses~ing--property in the We~'t India 
·olon.ies, have seen with reg_ret\and as.tom.shment an Address to the People of Gtieat 
: ritain, put', forth by a bqdy of ,perS9PS•· styling · themselves the 4

' London Anti.: 
tavery , Soci~~y,'' and ~signed on b_ehaJf of .that .. Society by Messrs, . , i. ~- • . .· 

. T. F. BUXTON' I .w. 1WILBERFORCE . --· ~~ ' ., -n:. WATSON' . • 
1~ s. GURNEY, 'Y· s~~~~ • · ~ · o. wt~soN', - s. LUSHINGTON, , 

~ling on all 'the Pe~p e of this King,dom -:W~~, p~e~~i; "?1lma_~~ty~ tg ·C?PP.ressioi:i,'.'-i'I .:: .. <·: 
truth to falseho~d, -". freedom . to ~laye:rx, -~ t9.1,s11ppo~t ·· _thp~e ~and1da!es _ only, 1 ,· 

represent them 1n 'Par~amt:;nt, who have d~t~rm~nell upon,, aaoptmg measures for ~ · · , 1 

. the speedy annihila!i?in of slavery ; ,,, and in tha~ 1\..d~ress. tl;i_ey, proceed to , assur_e . ':•: ;I ,-i 

m .,that ~' none look with greater horror on the sheddmg of blood, or tme remotes~ · ·, ., t•~ 

1chan~e of occasi<~ming such a. ca:la~ty,_ than themselves; , but that they are·j,n the,u.: _.· ,- ,, 
:consciences convmced, after 1nvestigat10n most careful a_nd scrupulous, that from ' 
!the ep:iancipation recp~mended, no risk to the Whi!e Inhabitants couJd arise.'1

, 

... ~,Ei:;L?W ·CoJJNT~i::\IE~ ! WE · als~ pr~feri- .~ .. ~manftyi·J?,,.gr:pressiQ~-, t~uth~ t'o.)· ,, 
~lseh009-, .freedom to ,sla:ve,ry; -b~t we possess, with quri :property-'1,~""'i~he -~est India · tl . 

. •>l-0nies, the nieans of 'c~1·rectly ascertaining die -actual state of the Negro £opii""\ . -·, ·,: ,:, .. 
i:ion. We know, and are ready to pr~ve, that the general · condition of the Slaves : · · 
,,s been most grossly misrepresented by the London ~nti-'Slavery Society; .and wet ·.,: ,i 
,,ert, in the face of our country, our well-f?unded convi~tion, that _tqe '' speedy :,(, /: 1 

nihilation', · _of slavery would be attended ,v1th the de"fastation of the West I:qdia,, · •,'.. !P. ·
1 

r >lonies, with loss of lives and property to the White -Inhabitants, with inevitable .:· _.t\; 
,tress and misery to the Black Population, and with \afatal shock to the comme,rcial . V .?:,, '., 
edit of this Empire. .. ·. . ~. / .. 

• \. ' • .- • j. 

We deny the inju~ious slander_ that "the. Holders of Sl.a~es· have proved them_7 ,,· ·'r. 1 

rlves unfit and unwillmg to frame Laws for the.benefit of their Bondsmen;" on the 1" . • ·I 
c~trary, out of the various measures suggested· by_ the British Governtnent; for t.' 
) 1eltorating the condition . o_f Slav~s, the far greater proportion of thetn are na}.V in . , , , 
~ce under Laws enacted by the, Colonial Legislatures . .' We have desired, wf still . :-.;~ J. · 

·,siil'e, and will most actively promote, any in ve,stigation op , oath -which ,:,P.arlia1:nen;t 1> ' t: ,: 1 
'~i.11 be pleased to institute, for the purpose of ascertaining.what is the r.~al-cohditib~ . · · · ·~ ~1, 

Jthe Slave Population-_ what lars ha~e. been:~ pas~.~d. f?: tg_eir benefit-,w~at pr0,. . · 1
' 

. ~ss they have made, and are now makfng4 _ towards c1v111zat1on--~nd, \vhat fw;the,r 
Lll-digested measures are best calculated " to prepai-e then: f<:>r a participation in 
~,se civil rights and privileges whiol1 are enjoyed .by other 'classe,s of 'his M~jesty's 
'ojects''~ahd this " at the earliest period compa~ible with the well~eing of. the 
,wes themselves, with the safety of the Colonies, and with a fair, ·and equitable· 
i,l:lsideration of the interests of ~ri,vate property.'' _ . .. : . , ~ ; · · 

' . . 
1:_ (Sign"ed) · , ~."'. · · ' r,;. . , , , . 

0

MON H. CLARKE.1 BART. JOHN 'H: DEFFELL.- DAVID "LYON: . 
ENRY W. MAR'rl';N, BA-RT. J·AMES-B~ DELAP. N~ILL MALCOLM .. 
f. WINDHAM .DALLI!'ITG1 BART. JOHN FULLER. WILLIAM MANNING, . 

ILLlAM H. COOPER, BA1tT_. ALEXANDER GRANL JOHN P. MAYERS.r . 
ILLIAM FRASER. , . ALiAt\.NDER- HAY. PHILIP JOJN· M1L:£S. <1 

. MAX. ~LEXANDER. .. . ltO~ERT HI-;B1·- Ri':" . .JOHN MiT"QBEL!,1,. · ., 
L. A~DERDON. · .. •·,-, ; , GEORGE, 'tll_ ll,Ti~_. , ltOWLAN,D MlT_ CI-1Ji_)~-· ,. ' , ' ,,.. , 
VID •:84tMf,'.IE. . ,. '~~ ~ '{llt>MSON H ;Li;EY~ G. •it. _ ~AWlU.~:s P~NANT .. 1 

.. t 
HN B.At:uliIE. . *···· , • i •· ltlt\~C HHJIIIN.· · '. WitLIAtit -::ttoss,- - 1 

• ; ,,_-. : : :· • 

STER·' BARHAM.. · , . . UGlll: HYND~~~; .'t C,EORG~:, SHEDDEN • . ~. .·:/!--~.~"-; .~· :~ir·
1 

AS B.i\ltKLY. . I • , • ' ' ' INNES. . ' . ' .A ST.~WART. . . ·' ' -~ £ • - . ~ ., (:; 

REW COL)U~ . ;,,. , , AM kt:N'G . ·: - '. , 6EORG~ WATS01'l' 1.1AYLO.R-. '.: · ·,: ', 
. - -- . .... •, . \ ·. . ,, 



2 STATEMENT OF THE VARI01JS SLAVE . MELIORA'fING · PROVISIONS, 

The Anti-Slavery Society dedare
"' That the experience of the last eight years has demonstrated incontrovertibl) 

" that it is only by the direct intervention of Parliament that any effectual remed l~ 
" can be applied." / 

A11d one of the Resoluti©ns proposed to the House of Commons at the clos:c 
of the fast Session, by Mr. T. F. BuxToN, also declared-

" That, during the eight years which have elapsed since the Resolutions 
"House of Commons in 1823, the Colonial Assemblies have not taken adequate 
'' for cauying those Resolutions in.to effect." 

- As it.is~ thP.refore. on the express ground of the alleged refusal of the Colol,'}it i. 
Assemblies to take measures 'fo1- carrying into effect the Resolutions of 18.;E 
that the Anti-Slavery party invoke the interferenc€ of Parliam~nt, it becomE,r 
11ecessary .to show what those Colonial Assemblies have real/;y done towards th 1l 
~esired end,* and that ( with a single exception) within the last eight years. 

The following Abstract of the existing Laws of our West India Coloni~§ i as 
compiled from Documents presented to Parliament by His Majesty's eoni.m.ar.ic1rr 
and printed by order of the House of Commons. · 

JAMAICA. 

(Abstract of the Consolidated Slave Law, passed 19th February, 1831. This Act was passed as long ago s 
1826, but with certain clauses which caused the disallowance of the whole by his Majesty's Government 
those Clauses are now rescinded.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance of th.e Sabbath. Baptism and Marriage. 

§ 6. Sunday markets and shops shall close at 11 a. m.; excepting druggists, and a few othe ,, v 

cases, in conformity with the practice of England relative to the Sabbath: penalty 5L;-§ 7. Prohibit ,1 i 
levies on slaves Olil Saturdays, in order to enable them to attend religious duties on Sundays . ..:_§ 1C r 
Slaves shall not be compelled to work on Sundays, even in crop time; nor the mill be put abouroc 
between 7 p. m. on Saturday and 5 a. m. on Monday: under penalty of 20l.-§ 3. The clergyma1-r 
of each parish shall, on application, without fee or reward, baptise all slaves who can' be mad 
sensible of a duty to God and the Christian .faith : in the which the owners or their deputies ar r, 

to use their utmost endeavour to instruct them.-§ 4. The said clergyman shall also, withou 
foe, marry, with their owner's eonsent, any slaves who have been baptised, and are desirous o· 
contracting· matrimony; if such clergyman shall, upon examination of the parties, consider then 
to have a proper and adequate knowledge of the obligations of such .a contract . . 

Foo~Clothing-Lodging : General Treatment. 

§ 11. Slaves shall be furnished with adequate pvovision-grounds, which the master shall, one•• , 
a month, under a penalty of 10l. ascertain and declare upon oath to be properly cultivated; 01 

in default of ground, or during drought, a weekly allowance of 3s. 4d. to each slave, unde .., _ 
penalty of 50l.-§ 12. All slaves shall: at _least once a year, be suppli~d with proper and suffi_ci-en, • 
clothino-, to be approved of by the Justices and vestry of the parish, under penalty of 5l. fo 
each or~ission; and the owner, or overseer, shall annually declare upon oath, that th@se ~evera•1 <· 
regulations have been faithfully observed: under penalty of 100l.-§ 18. Sick and infirm slave~,) 

• Those Resolutions were :-

1. "Tliat it is expedient to adopt effectual and decisive measures for meliorating the condition ob 
" the Slave Population in His Majesty's Colonies." 

2. " That, through a determined and persevering, but, at the same time, judicious and temperat c 
" enforcement of such measures, this House looks forwa~d to a progressive improvement in the character o 
" the. Slave Population, such as may prepare them for a participation in those civil rights and privilege · 
"which are enjoxed by other classes of His Majesty's Subjects." . 

3. "Tnat this House is anxious for the accomplishment of this purpose at the earliest period tha t 
" • shall be compatible with the well-being of the Slaves themselves, with the Soj'ety of the Colonies and wit}i a fai · 
" and equitable consideration of tlie vn·terests ef Private Prr,perty." ' · 



re to be ma,intained by their owners; and if they are permitted to wander about, suoh owner 
· r his agent is' subject to a penalty of 20l. ancl the expense of maintaining such slaves ; who, 

· s welJ as all diseased or destitute manumised persons, and slaves without owneris, shall be 
· roperly maintained, in the parish workhouse.-§ 21. Owners shall settle on old, infirm, or 
~isablect slaves manumitted by them 1 0l. a year, under penalty of 100l. to be paid the church

,. r·ardens, who are then to support them.-See ~lso § 52: under "Punishment." 

Labour and Holidays. 
1 l § 26. Slaves shall have half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for dinner; and shall not 

e compeJled to field-labour before 5 in the morning or after 7 at night, except during crop, 
ihmder penalty of 50l.-§ 8. Slaves shall have one day in. every fortnight, except in crop-time, 

1ut at least twenty-six days in the year, called Negro-days, exclusive of Sundays, to cultivate 
u. Heir own provision-grounds, under penalty of 2ot.-§ 17. All mothers having s;x of their own 
1 ~ adopted children are_ exempted from any species of laborious work.-§ 27. Holidays at 
· christmas, -Easter, and \Vhitsuntide, to be allowed; but not mo~e than three days in succession. 

Punislzmernt. 

, § 36. No slave shall receive more than 10 lashes, except in presence of owner or overseer, 
.c., nor in such presence more than 39 in any one day, nor until rec:overed from former 

,IJ mishment: under penalty of 20l.-§ 37. No person shall send a sfave into any workhouse for a 
_, ,· nger period than ten days, nor order him to receive thfre inore than 20 lashes, wifhout a 
iiJi stice's war-rant: penalty 5l.-§- 52. Slaves confined iJ.i1 gaol or workhouse, to have a sufficient 

llpply of food (3 pints of meal or wheat flour, or 8 lbs. of yams, and 1 herring daily); ·and al-so 
l1:» od and sufficient clothing.-§ 39. No collar, or chains, to he put on slaves, but by order of a 
rµ, agistrate : on _penalty of 50l. Justice of ' peace to caus·e such collar, &c. to be removed, under 

«penalty of 100l.-§ 120. UoRvicts sentenced to hard labour for life, behaving well, g!overnor, 
t representation of commissioners of workhouse, m~y, ,:vith conviet's consent, order him to be 
leased.-§ 109. Execution of death to be solemn and public. Rector or curate to attend 
iminal while under sentence, and at execution. Gaoler, under penalty, to keep prisoner sober. 
·cecution, as in England. 

Separation of Families; and Sale of Slaves detached from Estates. Manumission. 

{§ t,. In all cases where a levy shall be made of a family or families, each family shall be sold 
JS~g-ether and in one lot.-§ 66-7 4, Mariumission-bon~s securing- to each slave an annuity of 1 ot. 
,, ,pensed with, in devises of freedom; but estate of tes-tato,r tnade liable for annuity to person 
•M 11aneipa~ed, Freedoµi by will at once established.' Manum1ssion-bond also dispensed with, 
J.>8, satisfying mag-is1irates and vestry that slave is not aged or infirm, but capable of earning his 

t1n maintenance. Although for the devise of slaves three ,vitnesses are required, yet, to faci~ 
.. m ate manumission, a devise of freedom by any paper which would be sufficient to pass personal 
~:t ·tate is v,alid.-§ 6'l. Remov~s impediments to manumission in consequtmce of the limited estate 
U the owner; fadlities for the manumission afforded.-§ 70. Orders of manumission to be duly 

· o:'.!orded, a certified copy of which shall be evidence in ai::iy court. 

Evidence. Trial, and D~fence. 

1 1§ 128. The evidence of slaves shall be admitted in all crimi!ial cases, against all persons. Proviso, 
, ;tJa.t certificate of baptis,n be produced, and that slave understands obligation of an oath; that no free 
t ' rson be convicted bµt Qil consistent evidence of two slaves, examined apart; and that no free person 

O') convicted on slave testimony, unle-ss complaint be made within twelve months.-§ 97. Slaves 
u 1mmitting offences subjecting to death, transportation, or hard labour· for more than one year, 

d be tr\ed before grand and petit jurors, ·as white persons are tried. 8entence of death or trans-
J :t~1rtation not to be effected without warrant from g-overnor, who is to see indictme,nt, ~vidence, 

:t il .tence, or copy attested; except in cases of rebellion, &c., when execution immediate, hut 
Mf erence may be made to governor.-§ 100. Barrister or attorn~y to defend slaves capitally in
bfl;ti:ted. To be paid salary or fees out of parochial funds. Fre~ witnesses not attending 1:;lave 
;t1urt to be fined.-§ 102. Jurors, &c.; aud slaves in attendance on sla·ve courts, exempt from 
[ rm process. 

Rig/it of Property, and Right of Action. 

:e. t ~ 15. Establi~hes the right of slaves to personal property, and gives to it a further protection 
>1n that of free person~, by inflicting- a penalty of 10l. 011 any !persons trespassing on it, in ad

.a.ion to the value, to be summarily recovered.~§ 16. ~ecures to slaves thi right to receive 
• 11ques.ts of personal property. 

_ .Legal Prolectfon. 

( ·: ~ 30. Murder of a slave shall be punished with death.-§ 32. Rape on female slat e, or carnal 
r ,11owledg-e under ,pu!Jerty, felony without benefit of clergy.-§ 33. If any person whatsoever 

IJLll, of his own a~t, or with his knowledge, sufferance, privity, or consent, mutilate o r-dismem-
,c , ,.·, or wantonly or cruellY.: whip, maltreat beat, bruise wound or im ison or brand 
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men; (12 months) or bothr In atrocious cases of maltreatment by ow~er, slave·to be made fre, i 
and to receive 10l. per annum from the parish, to which parish the fine of 100l. on owner is to l 
paid. Justices on receiving informati.on of any offence against this clause, to issue warrant t J 
bring the slave before them; to have him taken care of in the workhouse, hut not worked or cow ~ 
fined with slaves under punishment, until judicial investigation can be had. Justices and vest1 t;;, 
to be a council of pr0tection to prosecute offender: under penalty of 1oz. for non-attendance. 

BARBADOS. 
(This Act received the Royal Assent the 18th October, 1827.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance of the Sabbath. Baptism and Marrwge. 
§ 1-3. Owners and their agents shall instruct their slaves in the Christian religion; ar 

cause all hereafter born to be baptised, as well as all now living who can be made sensih J 
of religious duties. Clergy ~hall solemnize matrimony between slaves, with the owner's consen - 9 

and 'registers of all baptisms, marriages, and burials of slaves shall be duly kept.--§ 4. ~ 
market or shop shall be open, excepting, as in England, for the sale of medicines, or , 1 

perishable food, on Sunday, Christmas-day, or Good Friday: under penalty of 5l. or forfeitu.r,. 
of goods exposed.-§ 6. No slave shall be set or allowed to labour on Sundays, under penalty , · 
5l. to 10l. , 

Food-Clothing-Lodging: General Treatment. 

§ 32. Should it appear that an owner cannot afford necessary food to his slave, the actir ·-~
protector shall take temporary possession of the slave, and hire him out until the owner _ 
circumstances are bettered; but if it appear that the owner had the means and withheld t] 
same, the justices shall indict him to the Grand Sessions, and on conviction he is to be punish1 ,e 
by fine of 10oz. and 6 months' imprisonment. Owners of diseased slaves suffering them to go 
large, or infest the highways, &c. shall forfeit 10l.-§ 5. Owners of slaves shall, under penal · , 
of 1l. to 2l. 10s., furnish them annually with decent and sufficient clothing, suitable to sex, ag , 
and condition. 

Punishment. 
§ 46. Slaves shall be whipped with the like instruments, and in like manner, as practised :• : 

His Majesty's army and navy, except where a milder instrument may be preferred. Fema 
slaves to be punished in a private and decent manner, and when pregnant, to be punished I 
confinement only: penalty 10l.-§ 44. Any person who wantonly commits cruelty towards ' 
slave, by whipping, bruising, or beating, &c. shall he fined by any two justices not less than 25, ".:. 
and not exceeding- 100l.-§ 47. Any person fixing a collar, chains, or irons, on a slave, sha ri 

suffer fine and imprisonment, at court's discretion.-§ 14. Males and females in prison, to l r, 

confined in separate apartments; and not more than 11 persons in each.-§ 16. Magistrates sha rf, 

visit slave prisons, and see that they are clean and healthy; and that sufficient food is allowed . • f 

E1,idence. Trial, and Defence. 

§ 3. Admits the evidence of slaves in actions of trespass, assault, and in cases of misdemeanou 0 

murder, felony, or other offences, except forgery, against any person whatev.er: · requiring only 
certificate of baptism. and religi_ous i1;1struction, and that such testim0ny, against free person , 
be corroborated by circumstantial evidence, m1less when such free person be an acc0mplic1 , _r 
Owner refusing to produce a slave as witness, to forfeit 10l.-§ 31. Slaves charged with capit; · _ 
offences, shall be tried at the Grand Sessions, in like manner as white and free-coloured pe.,cr 
sons. 

Right of Property and Rig~t of Action. 
· § 7. Secures to slaves the absolute right of personal property, and subjects owners of slave ., 
or other persons, depriving them of their personal property, to forfeit double the value of sue " 
property to the use of said slaves. The acting protector to prosecute offend~r. 

Legal Protection. 
§ 2. The g-0vevno1t and four chief officers of government are a council of protection; wit 1 ,~ 

po,ye~ to apl?,oint an ~cting protector, at 400l. per annum.-§ 45. Any white or free persoH , 
ma1mm~r or dismembering a slave, shall be imprisoned not less than 6 months, and fined not leE:-' 
than I00l.; the interest of which shall be an annuity for the slave for life, and the slave be tram 
ferrea by the protector to some master of humane repute.-§ 40. The wilful murder qf a slav< 
by any person, shall be punished by death; without benefit of clergy. 9th of April, 1805.- · _ 
§ 20. Coroner_ to ret~m copies of ~epositions, &c. on inquests, to the governor within 5 da~~ 
penalty 10l.-s 14. If person committed as slave claim to be free, though unable to prove 11 ·. 

provost marshal shall advertise for proof; in default of which, after three months, such perso ,-
hall b~ set at libe.i:ty as free. ' 



ST. VINCENT. 
(Received the Royal Assent the 14th March, 18,7.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance ef t]ie Sabbath. Baptism and Mar1·iage. 
§ 9. Sunday markets shall cease at 10 a. m., under forfeiture of goods, &c.-§ 7. No shop or 

, tore shall be opened on a Sunday, under penalty of 10l., 0xc@pting as in Eng·land, for perishable 
-rticles of food, out of church hours.-§ 11. Prohibits labour on S1rndays, even during crop: 

J ~equiring that no sugar be boiled af'.ter 1'0 on Satu~day night, nor t4e mm put about, or any other 
!>1 .ind of field or plantation work performed, between tlrn hou.rs of 7 on Saturday ni-ght and 4 on. 
1 lifonday morning: penalty 50l.-§ 8. Owners or managers to p~omote religious instruction and 
1 knowledge of moral dutits; to cause all slaves to be baptized, without foe or reward, within 
t :ix months after birth; to have such baptism duly registered, and a copy of the register given to 
w Jach slave baptized: under penahy of 10l.-§ 10. Parish clergymen shall solemnize matrimony, 
1fai1ithout fee or reward. between such slaves as, ap,plyii.ng with their owner's or manager's consent, 
:; ippeal· to be sensible of the obUgation of the marriage vow. , . 

Food-Clothing-Lodging: General Treatment. 
e § 13, All plantation slaves shall have assig·ned to them a portion of land fully adequate to 

u!'.>ueir support; and shall . he allowed 26 full working days in each year to cultivate the same. 
t> 'hey ·shall likewise ha:ve for l10lidays, Good-Friday, Christmas-day, and tb.e two days next fol
:v ,>wing: penalty 50l.-§ 14. A qualified medical practitioner shall be employed to attend all slaves 
o:J ·ho require medical or surgical aid, under penalty of 50l.; and shaU keep a record of all patients 
omd prescriptions.-§ 15. Owners or managers llermitting sick o·r infirm slavP-s to wantler about, 

[I J all forfeit 5l. to 10l. for each offence. · 

Labour and Holidays. 
? § 12. Every slave shall have half an hour for breakfast, :and two hours for dinner; all manner 

::\ 
1f field labour before 5 in the morning· or after sun-set, except during crop, is prohibited under 

rllrnnalty of 50l.-§ 16-17. Assigns to mothers,, idwiives, and nurses, certain premiums in money 
>r properly rearing infants; midwife and nurse to receive 8s. 6d, each,, mother 49s. 6d,, if the 

11 1nild reaehes fifteen months, and 16s. 6d, when admitted into grass g·ang·, to be allowed in ta:X!es; 
· s e amount is ab<imt 4000l. per annum im premiums to inc:rease the populatim:1. Exempts mothers 
11-; 'f six children from all arduous labour, at the same time securing to them an "easy and com
lll 11rtable maintenance/' under a penalty of 1 ool. for each omission. 

Punishment. 
' ., ~ § 21. Limits punishmen.t, by inferiors, to 10 s,tripes at one time, by owner or manager to 39, 

dJ i,ithiri any one week, under penalty of 1.5l. to 50l. for every excess. Reeord of all such plil.nish-
:tov ents to be kept, and produced to any justice of the peace, under penalty of 20l.-§ 23. No 
'l1 1perintending- slave shall, under penalty, as for a misdemeanour, carry the \vhip, as heretofore,, , 
a.s I an emblem of authority in the fiel<l.-§ 24. Prohibits the placing an iron collar round the neck, 
.r" • chains upon the body, of any slave, unless by permissio:n of a magistrate as an incorrigible 
..,n maway, under penalty of from 5l. to 50l.: Justice of peace, upon information, to remove such, 
'1b11der penalty of 100l.-§ 80. Capital punishment shall t:>e precisely as in England. 

Separation of Families; and Sale of Slaves detaclied.from Estates. Manumission. 
l ~ § 18. Facilitates manumission, and punishes the unlawfully detaining free pe:rsons as slaves by 

n:nalty of thrice the value of such persons' servicis. Any owner or manager manumitting an 
':>s :ed or infi.rm slave, to avoid the burtnelil of maintaining him, shall f@rfeit 200l., foam which 

r.> • ,t: shall be ann'µa1ly paid to the perst:m manumised, · for [ife. Fee on ma1mmis~io:n, 4l. 

Evidence. Trial, and Defernce. . 
!o ;§ 69. Slaves charg-ed with grave offences shall be tried in all respects like free persons: with 
!} ~1e exception of this superior advantage, diat counsel 'be assigned such slaves at the public 
19 f pense.-Slave evidence, except ag·ainst ow11ers, admissible, as in case of free person.s. · 

l 
I Right of Property, and Right of Action. 
i§ 5. Secures to slaves the possession of persunal property, and guards against its invasion by a 

• s,e of 10/., over and above the value of the progerty taken from them. Offender to be put on 
·o ;' oath: . contumacy to be eonstrued into guilt. f 

Legal Protecti@'flt. 

§ 2. Declares slaves to be real estate and not chattels.-§ 20. Murder of a slave is felony, 
, d hout benefit of clergy.-§ 25. Mag·istrates a council _of ptotection_: on informi;¼tion of ill 
. J!atment of slaves, macristrates bound to enquire ; and, 1f the complamt be well founded, to 
J6 0Secute.-§ 26. If any ~wner or manager shall, of hifnself or with his knowledge, wantonly or 

lln ,AII ... T' y • nl+,.,,,n,.. l't.nn h ~c,n I'll+ n,A ,nrl • , ~C!'A't ,.. I'\ a ,:u~+ n.· .. .,+ C! ·n~ + 
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offence : and th.e court are ernpowe.red to declare the slave absolutely free, assigning 
annuity of 15l. for life. 

GR.EN ADA. 
(The latest of these Acts is dated 24th November, 1828.) 

Religious Instr-11ction, and Observance qf the Sabbath. Baptism and .Marriage. 

§ 1. Sunday markets are absolutely prohibited: penalty 5l.-§ 4 .. All owners or managers a~ , 
required to have their slaves instructed in the Christian religion: to cause every infant to t 
baptized within 6 months of its birth, and all such adults as can be made sensible of relig·i01 
duty: which ceremony, as well as attendance on such as require spiritual aid, the parish clergr
man is required to perform gratis.-§ 5. Provides for the solemnization of matrimony, where pa .. 
ties belong to the same owner, and have his consent; if they appear to be sensible of the obligL 
tion of the marriage vow.-§ 8. No manner of field Jabour shall be performed on Sunday , 
excepting the potting of sugar, and that not after 8 o'clock in the morning: and no mill shall bi ' 
put about between 10 ou Saturday night, and 4 on Monday morning. Penalty 10l. 

:Food-Clothing-Lodging: General T1·eatment. 

§ 2. Every slave shall be allo,.,ved a sufficient portion of land, for the growth of provision: o 
adequate to his support; and allowed 28 full working days in each year to cultivate the samE . 
or where no land can be bad, "good and ample provision" in lieu thereof. Any justice of peac, 
upon information that " the true intent and meaning of this act is not complied with,'' shall pre . 
cee<l to the spot, examine parties upon oath, (who are required to answer, under penalty of 50l. J· 

and on proof of the fact, to order to each slave, weekly, 4s. 6d. in money, salt, and 2 pound . 1 

of salt fish, under penalty of 100l. on owner refusing to supply the same. Each slave shall als . 1 

be provided with a " good and comfortable house," with one or more beds, raised at least on 
foot from the ground; and shall receive sufficient and decent clothing and blankets, suitable t 
sex, age, and condition: under penalty of l0l. for every omission.-§ 6: There shall be on ever . 
estate a proper hospital, and a book in which surgeon shall record all cases coming under hi • 
care. 

. Labour and Holidays . . 

§ 7. Eacii field slave shall have half an hour for breakfast, and 2 hours for dinner, each work ;_ " 
ing-day; and, except during crop, shall not work before day-break, or aftn sun-set-§ 8. Ever 
mother of 5 children living, shall be allowed 52 days in each year, under penalty of 5l. for eacl 
day omitted. 

Punishment. 

§ 10. Restricts punishment by owner or manager to 15 lashes, or, in presence of another fre, 
person, to 25; any greater punisl1ment to be inflicted by a magistrate only. Under penalty o , 
1 Ol. and imprisonment for excess, or· for repe.tition of the specified number during the same daY: "'t 
Reeord to be kept, and submitted to magistrates.-§ 12. No superintending slave shall carr• , 
any whip, cat, .or like instrument, as a mark of authority in the field, under p~nalty as for mi&"· 
demeanour. 

Separation ef Families; and Sale qf" Slaves detached from Estates. Manumission. 

§ 50. Any sale shall be null and void, if it separate father, mother, and child or children unde1 
12 years of age.-§ 51. Facilitates manumission, by providing that where there are mortg:agee1 . 
whose consent to it cannot be procuTed, another slave may he substituted.-No. 139. L - Slave1 
manumitted by will are authorised to institute suit by next friend, for establishment of freedom. ·. 

Evidence. Trial, and D~fence. 

§ 6. The evidence of slaves shall be admitted an<l received, in all cases civil and criminal1 

precisely !:l,S that of free person's.-§ 37. Counsel are to be assigned to slaves c9.pitally indicted.
§ 53. No slave shall be prevented hy his owner from giving evidence, where required: under 
penalty of 50l. 

Right qf Property, and Right of Action. 

§ 52. Secures to the slave the pos~ession of per~onal prop~rty, and imposes a penalty .of 10l. ' 
over and above the full value on such as infringe upon it. 

Legal Protection. 

§ 3. Empowers justices of peace to visit estates, ancl listen to complaints.-§ 9. No sick or 
infirm slave shall be discarded or suffered to roam about, but be maintained upon the estate, 
supplied with wholesome food, deceritly clothed, comfortably lodged, and furnished with other 
necessar.ies, under penalty of 50l: the slave to be maintained in the interim .by the public at the 
owner's e.x;pense.-§ 13. If any owner, manager, or other person, shall cruelly cut, wound; maim, 



>r mutilate, or confine without sufficient support, any slave or slaves, he shall be fined from 10Ol. 
;o 500l., and imprisoned 12 months: and the court may P,ronounce the slave free, and assign him 

J 1in annuity for life, out of the fine upon the offender. Justices, upon information of such offence, 
;o take immediate charge of the slave, until investigation can be had.--§ 48. In all cases of 

c lisputed freedom, the proof of slavery shall lie on the person alleging it. 

DOMINICA. 
(Received the Royal Assent the 3rd April, 1827.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance of the Sabbath. .Baptism and Marriage. 

~ ; § 6. Slaves to be encouraged to receive baptism, and afforded " e~ery reasonable facility to 
1~ d.ttend divine ,11,,orship ;?' penalty 5l.-§ 7. No market 01· shop shall be open during the hours.of 
:m cllhurch service, under penalty of 10l.-§ 2. No slave shall be put to any labour on a Sunda-y, 

. xcepting domestic duties, or in case of Mcidents. . 

Food---C1othing-Lodging: General Treatment. 

<r § 3. Where owner allots provision-ground instead of food, each slave shall have half an acre 
1<0r his or her share, and be allowed one day in every week to cultivate it; except during cro.p, 

1 I vhen the owner shall distribute food in lieu of each day; still not less than 26 clear days in each 
1,~ ear shall he allowed, under penalty of 1oz. for each omission. Every owner required, under 

JH ,enalty of 50l., annually to make oath that he has strictly .complied with all and each of the 
v ·1 ,rovisions contained in clauses 1, 2, and 3.-§ 1. Every owner or manager shall provide for his 
n > laves " a sufficient quantity of good and ,vholesome food, dry and comfortable lodging, suitable 
dto lotl1ing· and medical aid and advice; aihd comfortably maintain alJ old, infirm, and diseased 
n · laves on his estate," the whole under penalty of 100l. for each omission. 

Labour and Holidays. 

§ 2. Each slave shall be allowed half an .hour for breakfast, and, out of crop, 2 h~urs for dinner, 
ri 1 uring crop 1 hour and ~ half: no slave shall be required to work before 5 in the morning, nor 
, f ifter 7 in the evening, except during crop, and then not later than 9. Good Friday, Christmas 

1>ay and the day following-, and New YeaF's Day, shall be allowed as holidays; and if either of 
R 1l1ese fall on a Sunday, then the next \Vednesday in lieu of it. Penalty 50l. for breach of any of 
0 ~1nese provisions. 

Punishment. 

1 e § 18. "The \Vhip," commonly called the cart-whip, shall never hereafter be employed either 
, 1s an instrument of punishment, or a,n emblem of authority; the only instrument of correction 
u:1liall be the cat used in the British army.-§ 33. Restri(;!ts punishments to 6 stripes by inferior, 

l <O by an overseer, 20 by a manager, and 39 by an owner under grave circumstances; prohibits 
•1ne infliction until the effects of any former punishment be thoroughly cured; and permits no 

~ r unishrpent to exc~ed 10 stripes at the time of the offence, or during that day; gu.ards punish
~'1'.:Hent of females against any indecent exposure. Penalty 5l. to 3Ql.-§ 34. Pr0hihits the use 0f 
• ·Hmllars, or chains ; excepting upon notorious runaways, when such may be applied, provided 

rny in no case exceed four pcmnds in weight: penalty 20l. 

Separation of Families ; and Sale of Slaves detachedfr~m Estates. Manumission. 

~ § 15. No ~lave under the age of 12 years, shall be sold separate from its mother;-§ 1 .. And bv 
"i> i;1 act passed in 1829, it has been decreed that no slaves shall in future be sold separate from the 
• ;t;tates to which they belong. 

Evidence. Trial, and Defence. 

e § 17. The trial of slaves for capital offences shall be im. all respects similar to that of free 
a1.ersons.-Admits evidence of baptized slaves understanding the nature of an oath: two slaves 

i 1,mamined separate~y, to agree in consistent t~stimony. . . 

Right of Property, and Right ef Action. 

~ § 13, 16. Protect the property of slaves, by penalty of 20l. on any person infringing it, or 
r :fusing to pay them any just debt. Right of action vested in master. 

Legal Protection-. 

J. § 10. Wilful murder of a slave is capital, without benefit of clergy; and manslaughtP-r punish
>l>le precisely as in England.-§ 11. Any person whatever who shall mutilate, wantonly or 

·uelly whip, or cause to be whipped, beat, bruise, cut, wound, or imprison, or eonfine without 
i· 1tfficient nourishment, ariy slave or slaves, shall on conviction suffer fine of 200l. or imprison-

r·,ent for 6 months, or both : and the slave be transferred to anothe aster-· 1 ~ v: n_en_on 



s STA'fEl\JENT OF 'fHE, VARIOUS SLAVE M:ELIORA'f1NCT PROVISIONS, 

ST. CHRISTOPHER: 
(Received the Royal Assent 18th March, 1829.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance of the Sabbath. Baptism and Marriage. 

§ 1. :Limits Sunday markets to 11 a. m.: penalty, forfeiture of the goods, and fine of 9s -
-§ 3. Prohibits all kind of labour on Sundays, excepting domestic affairs, and the potting oio 
sugar; no mill shall be put about between 10 . on Saturday night and daylight on Monday .d 
morning: under penalty of 50l.-§ 5. All owners and managers to instruct their slaves in thu 1 
Christian religion ; to have all children baptized within six months of their birth, and all adulw J 

who can be made sensible · of religious duty; which ceremony the parl'ish clergyman shall in al [ 
cases perform, and register, and. give to each slave a certificate thereof; and shall also administe1 ' 
spiritual consolation when required; in each particular, gratis: penalty 10l.-§ 8. Clergymar ,, 
shall solemnize matrimony between slaves applying with their owners' consent; and if owner: _, 
refuse, the slave may, through the Attorney-General, move the Court of King's Bench, which/ 
ihe owner failing to shew just cause of objection, shall grant the application. 

Food-Clothing_.:...Lodging: General Treatment. 

§ 19. Prohibits any owner or manager from turning away a slave disabled by sickn.es_s 01 
,infirmity; aad requires that such shall be maintained upon the estate, and provided witl1 I 
wholesome food, and decent comfortable clothing- and lodging·, and other necessaries: under 
penalty of 50L.; and, in cases of neglect, requires recognizance and sureties amounting to 200l./ 
that such slave shall for the future be well treated, lodged, fed, and clothed. 

See also ANTIGUA, p. 12. 

Punishment. 

§ 4. No person shall use, for the purpose of impelling or coercing labour, or carry a}: an 
emblem of authority, the instrument called the cart-whip: under penalty of 100l., or 6 months 
imprisonment, or both.-§ 11. Limits punishment of slaves to 25 stripes in any one day, for any n 
offence whatever; forbids any punishment until offe1ider be recovered from any former -
chastisement; restricts to 12 stripes on the day when any offence is committed,. and to the like 1,!: 
number unless in the presence of another free person: under penalty of fine and imprisonment . .. 
And prohibits any indecent exposure of females under punishment. Record to be kept fo~ ~ 
inspection of magistrates, of all punishments exceeding J 2 stripes, or 48 hours' confinement: J 

penalty 5l. to 50l. 
See also ANTIGUA. 

Separation <!f Families ; and Sale of Slaves detached.from Estates. Manumission. 

§ 16. Prohibits the separation of families by sale under judicial process. 
See also ANTIGUA. 

Evidence. '11·ial, and Defence. 

Slave evidence -admissible in civil and criminal cases, except against owner or his representa
Hve: slave to have a crrtifica.te from clergyman that be understands the nature of an oatn. 

See also ANTIGUA. 

Right ef Pr-opertg, and Righ.( ef Action. 

§ 9, 17. Slaves may acquire, hold, enjoy, and dispose of property, viz. money, cattle, household 
goods, and the like; and may bring, prosecute, or defend suits or action in respect of the same. 
persons invading it to pay 1 Ol. over and above its full value.-§ 18. Slaves may deposit their 
money, to the extent of 91. at one time, or in any one week, in the public treasury, at interest of 
5l. per cent. per annum; and bequeath such property at discretion; the same descending, in the , f:J 
event of intestacy, to the next of kin. 

See also ANTIGUA. 

Legal Protection. 

§ 10. A party claiming or alleging any persop to be a slave, shall be required to prove the : 
slavery. 

See also ANTIGUA. 

NEVIS. 
(Passed in October, 1828 : and con.firmed by the R'oyal Assent.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance of the Sabbath.-Baptism and Jitlarriage. 

Act lV. Swnday markets and shops to be closed at 11· a. m., e:!'.cepting druggists', and for the •II 
sale of articles of perishable food, uu.t . of churcb-ho1:1rs, a::; in England. No person shall employ .o 1 



aves in any kind of labour, excepting domestic affairs, or in cases of accident 01· :emergency, upon 
, te Sabbath day, under penalty of 1l. to 1ot. for each offence.-Act III. "An act for regulating 

> 1e solemnization of marriages among slaves, and for declaring such marriages valid and effectual 
r I. law:" Clergymen to celebrate, without fee or reward. Owner refusing or neglecting to give 

mmission, or not giving sufficient reasons,, Ordinary may direct solemnization of marriage. 

Punishment. 

\ Act 'of 1826 ~ §. 16. Prohibits the carrying "the cart whip,'' either as an emblem of authority, 
c • instrument of punishment; allowing only some "moderate and innoxious'' . substitute.-. 

l 17. No female slave shall he otherwise chastised than with a bunch of rods, not exceeding 20 
· ripes, ove1.· back and shoulders: indecent exposure of person prohibited. 

Separation of Families ; and Sale of Slaves detached from Estates.-lJ{anumission. 

\ Act VI. " An Act to prevent the separation of slaves by sale or transfer, &c.'' Father and 
11lHother, and child or children under 12 yea~s, !)hall on no account be sold under any legal process 
· . herwise than tog-ether, unless with their own free will ·and consent. Any sale to the contrary 
0 c, 'these provisions is null and void, and the offender punishable by fine of 50l. and imprisonment.
, '. Ct. VII. "An act more effectual to facilitate the manumission· of slaves:'' § 1. If a manumitted 

1 .ive be likel-y to become chargeable to the public, from inability to support himself, his owner 
JJ:,all enter into suitable recognizance to defray bis maintenance.-§ 2. Island secretary shall 

j,_, ~gister manumissions.-§ 3. ProviJes relief in case of obstacles to manumission, whe-re granted 
!}l r bequest; of difficulty raised by executors; or of iRcapacity of minors.. · 

Evidence. T1·ial, and Defence. 

~ ~ § 25. Slaves accused of felony, shall be tried in all respects as free persons.-Slave .evidenc~ 
a 1 1'.missible as in cases of free persons, except on capital charges against owner or his representative. 

Rig/it of Property, and Right of Action. 

t· Act V. " An act to enable slaves to ~cquire, possess, and alienate property;" also, "to bring, 
:I uaintain, prosecute, and defend any suit or action in respect thereof, as fully and amply, and to 

i l intents and purposes, as if such person were of free condition:'' such property, in cases of 
3~9.testacy, shall go to next of kin.-§ 7. (1826.) Establishes savings banks, to receiv.e deposits from, 
~J n ves to any amount not exceeding 101. at one time., to bear interest at 6l. per cent.: -interest to be 
J 'll ded to, and become., principal. _ . 

Legal Protection. 

Act I. Establishes and vests in the magistracy of the island the protection and guardianship of 
!'' nves: requiring- of each to hear and investigate all complaints made by slaves, to issue -warrant 
~ wainst and prosecu~ offeHder, under penalty of 2ool.-Act VII. § 8. If any person be e:tcepted 
r , in or 01:1-t of coart, as being a slave, onus probandi shall lie on the challenger. , 

BAHAMAS. 
(Passed the 11th January, ia3o.) 

Religious Instruction, {ind Observance of the Sabbatlt. Baptism and Marr1·iage. 

( ,§ 10. Requires all owners and managers to instruct their slaves in the Christian religion, to fi~ 
• , Jm for baptism, and cause it to be performed as soon as may be.-§ 72. Prohibits the holding 

, ·I any market, ur opening of any shop, on Sunday, under penalty of total forfeiture of the 
(JOCh,; exr.epting that butcher's meat, fish, milk, &c., may be sold between sun-rise and 9 o'clock 
I the morning, but no later, under penalty of 5l. on persons frequenting, and 20l. on clerk not 
1aising·, the said market.-§ 75. Abs.olutely prohibits labour 0 of -,slaves on Sundays (domestic 

1ri iJairs excepted): penalty 50l.-§ 11-15. Provide for the solemnization of matrimony between 
J

I es, or slave and free person, owner consenting. 

Food-Clot/ting-Lodging: General Xrreatment. 
1 

,~ 2. Requires ~hat ev~ry slave, above 10 years of age, shall be supplied with "1 peck of Indian 
1fo, or 21 pints of wheat flour, or 7 quarts of rice, or 56 lbs. of potatoes, cocoas, or yams., pel' 
A•ek, over' and above a sufficient quantity of land for every such slave;' an<l one-half the same. 
,towance to each child under 10 years; as also 2 suits of proper and sufficient clothing in each 
1u," under penalty of 50l. for each neglect.-§ 26. Requires that all slaves under punishment 

1 1:., confinement, &c. (see § 20-25., under "Punishment.") shall, where such confinement exceeds· 
H hours duration, be supplied with a proper uantity of farinaceous food, and a ro er su l_y o _____ _ 

~ -a..AJ~~--- ,0 ....-....- • 



· ... 10 STATEMENT OF THE - VARIOUS SLAVE MELIO'RA'tING ; PR.0\."ISIONS, 

Labour and Holidays. 

· § 28 . . Requires that all slaves shall be allowed Christmas, and the two following working days . 
as holidays. · · 

· Punishment. 

§ 22. Prohibits, as a rnisderneanour, the "use of any whip, cat, or other instrument of the likt · · 
nature, while superintending the labour of any slave or slaves upon the field of any plantation 1 

for the' purpose of impelling or coercin~ 'Jabour."-§ 20-25. · .Provide that no slave shall, on anv 
·account, be punished with mofo than 39'? lashes; nor receive~ a second punishment on the samu· 
day, or :before recovered from any former chastisement; nor females he -punished otherwise· thar . 
privately: penalty 10l. for every otf8nce. Flog·ging may be comrirnted for solitary oonfi.neinent t~ 
field, horse, or bed stocks; or distinguishing dresses ; limiting- the duration, and prescribin~ "' 
intervals before the repetition, of'such punishment.-§ 27. Prohibits the putting any collar rounc · 
the neck, ·or CQains, irons, or weigMs upon the 'body, of any slave, under penalty of 50l; and anJ :-
justice is re<quired to cause such to be removed, under penalty of tool.-§ 45. Gaol allowance O" 

provisions shall be, in all respects; the same as that prescribed by§ 3. for plantat,ions: penalty 10l 

Separation of, Families; and Sale ef Slaves detached.from Estates. Manumission. 

· § 7, 9. Prohibit the separation of father and mother, and child or children under 14 years oJ 1 

age, rendering any sale, either judicial or private, of such parfois; null ' and void; and forbk " 
exe~uto11s to assent to, or execute, any legacy involving such a separation: penalty iool. for eacb ~ 
offence.-§ 6. Repeals all taxes upon manumission:, penalty 40Z.-§ 84-90. Empower any slave tc 
purchase his or her own manumission, or that of his wife, child, brothe·r, or sister, (above 14 yearE 
of age.) Jn case of difficulty, sla~e may apply to magistrate, who shall appoint two referees1, 

one for each party, to determine amount of compensation. Payment, or ev~n tend-er, of the rf 
amount tiiey award, to owner or his representative, shall entitle slave to his fre@.dom. If referees ·,~ 
disagree they sliall appoint an umpire, whose decision shall be final. Mag-istrat~s required to ac1 
on all the provisions of this clause, under penalty of 50l; and owner contumaciously resisting: , 
subjected to fine from 10l. to 50l. 

. , 

Evidence. Tria.Z, and Defence. 

§ 91'. Pro.vides 'thlltt slaves, tried for capital offences, shall be tried in all respects as free per
sons are tried;wh~ri• char~;ed wiith similar offt:!nces. 

Right <!f Property, and Right <!/' Action. 
§ 76. Entitles slaves "to hold, inherit, purchase, and dispose of lands, money, cattle, &c. ot 

what value soever; and, hy prochain ami, to mairltain and defend suits in respect therP-of, as per
sons of free condition."-§ 77. Provides for the safe deposit of the money of slaves, in the hands 
of the receiver-geDeral; aad a1lows interest, at the rate of 6 per cent. on all such deposits. Also •~ 
~ecur~s the transmission of such, as well as of property in land, to their heirs, legitimate or .r, 
putative. 

Legal Protection. 
§ 4. Provides that if slaves manumitted be incapable of labour, the rnanumittor shall he liable C 

for their maintenance: until such maintenance be enforced, and in cases without other remedy, 
all such manumitted persons shall be taken care of at the publit:! expense: penalty 10l., or 3 ·1 

months' impFisoument.-§ 16. Enacts,, that any person whatever, who shall wilfully mutilate, any •u 
slave, or cause or permit such mutilation, shall suffer fine of 100l., and 12 months' imprisonment; t 
the slave, if the court see fit, to be made free, and paid an annuity of 10l. for life, out of the said•·.6 
fine. Constitutes justices and vestry a council of protection, to inquire into any case of cruelt} _ 
to slaves in their respective parishe::i, and to indict offender.-§ 18. Makes wilful murder of a 1 

slave felcmy, without benefit of clergy.-§ 19. Provides that if any person shall wantonly 01 
cruelly malt1:eat, beat, ·bruise, wtmnd, imprison, or confine without sufficient support, any slav~, , 
such person· shall be indicted, and suffer fine and imprisonment at discretion of tlie c6ud; _· · 

TOBAGO. 
(Passed 15th. August, 1829.) 

Religwus Instruction, 'and Observance 'of the Sabbath. Baptism and' Marriage. 
: § 11. Owners or managers• to promote baptism and reli'gious instruction: the former within 
6 months of the bfrth of infants,~and on a]l adults so soon as they can be made sensible of religi
ous duties: clergy, or dissenting preachers, re<1u_ired to perform the duty without fee or r~ward. 
-:-§ 14 . . No, Ri'arket or shop shall be open on Sund~ys, otherwise than for the purchase of articles 1 

of food, uncler penalty. of the seizure of goods, and fine of 5l.-§ 15. No slave shall be employed in , 
labour on a Sunday, excepting in domestic l'>usiness, sudden accident, or potting of sugar, under 
~enalty of 5l.: no mill to be put about between 8 on Saturday night and 4 on Monday morµing, 



under like penalty: and no female having ·6 children to be set to any species of laborious work, 
under same penalty.-§ 12. ·Clergy to celebrate matrimony, also gratis, between partif~s ,applying 

, with owner's consent, and appearing sensible of matrimonial obligiations. .. -

Food-Clothing-Lodging: General Treatment. 

, § 9. Every owner or manager shall allow to each slave sufficient lapd, adapted to the g-rowth of 
1 provisions, for his or her support and maintenance; -each slave shall be• aHo-wed -eve,ry Thursday, 
,[ during 7 m@nths in the ~•ear, to cultivate the same: but where an owner h'as not suitable lan'd, he 
rli shall make ample provisi(l)n for· each slave in lieu thereof 1 and.:he sha:H- provide for every family 
Ja _e·ood. and comfortable house; a:nd g·iv.e to each slave, when practic-aMe, a weekly allowance·,of 

msalt fish, or sach other food as ,their ag-es and state of heald1 may require; and give to . eaeh, 
msufficient and suitable clothing and blankets: to slaves unattached to any estate, th~--owner :shall 
dmlso give comfortable lodging, sufficient food, and decent clothing: penalty 2l. sterling for each 
,1comission. Justices shall, on·complaint made, investigate die case, and provide each slave with 
b• ~dequate food and clotlling at owaer's cost. ' · 

Labour and Holidays. 

§ 16. No slave shall leave home far labour before day--bre~k, nor work after ·s1;m--set, excepting 
r in particular. cases requiring night work: and each slave shall have time-for breakfast ,40 minutes,, 
,uand for dinner 1 hour and 40 minutes. 

Punishment. 

§ 19. Strictly prohibits exposure of females under punishment.-§ 20·. Prohibits ~any kind of 
u< punishment by driver, unless under express orcler of owner or manager.--§ 21. Limits ; overseer 

to infliction of 6 stripes; owner to 12, excepting in pr.esence of other free person; . not -t© exceed 
o:w under any circumstances; and not more than 12 on the day when offence ·commhted; nor,a 
>9 ,econd punishment, although for a se<wnd offence, .ontthe same.·d.ay; nor .unt;il recov~N.d· f:r@m 
1hffects of any former chastisement.-§ 2·2. To exceed those limits, or to wantonly or cruelly cut, 
)'11vound, maim, or mutilate, or confine without sufficient support, shall. be prosecuted as a mis--
9Jdemeanour, and punished by fine and imprisonment, or both. Mag·istrates appointed guardians, 
r .md required to investigate complaints, and direct prosecution of offender. 

Separation of Families; and Sale ef Slaves detached from Estates. Manumission. 

. § 13. Absolutely prohibits the separation by sale, judicial or private, of father, mother, and 
d !hild or children under 12 years of age; such sale, if attempted, declared null and void. 

Evidence. Trial, and Defence. 

! § 5. The evidence of slaves shall in all cases, civil or. criminal, ,be received and admitted,,pre
ai :isely as that of .free persons, without any other restriction orJexce:pti.ons whatever.-§ 2. S1av-es 
~Lccused of higher crimes than misdemeanour shall. be tried in all respects il.ike free peit·sons. And 

~d ,hall, when required, have counsel assigned them at the public ,expP-nse-insaflicie,nt time to 
amstruct whom shall be a reasonable cause for deferring the trial to the following session. , 

Right of Property, and Right of .Action. 

§ 17. Empowers slaves to purchase, acquire, possess, and dispose of, real and personal. property, 
OiO ainy amo«nt; and to bring and mah1tain suits in respeet thereof, as . fully and amply in aU 

es·espects ~s persons of free condition.-§ 18. If any owner or other . person shall de,prive a ·slav:e 
't )f any property, the offender shall forfeit or pay the full value, with full costs of suit : action 
o:o be brought by the slave aggrieved. 

1 

Legal Protection. 

§ 10. Justices of the peace. are a council of protection~ requires of them, on information ,that 
my owner disregards, in any particular, the foregoing p:r:ovisi0~s, to inspect the gnounds, cl0th

gmg, and lodging of. the slaves on the estate complained of, and forthwith to allot to each slave 
l ine quarter of an acre of land, or a weekly allowance ,of 'l quarts of corn ... meal, or 5 quarts of 
~" ce or flour in lieu thereof, 2 pounds 9f ,salt fish; and annually for clothing, 6 yards .of cl0th, 6 
u:rards of ,strong linen:; 1 hat, &c. 

BERMUDA. 
(Passed in July, 1827.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance of the Sabbatlt,. Baptism and Marriage •. , 
:; § 38. Provides for the intermarrying of slaves, without fee or charge, if with owner1s consent; 
·Juch marriages, as also baptisms, to be formally registered.-§ 44. Punishes cohabitation of any 
J'rnrried female slave with any man other than her lawful · husband, by im risonment and hard 
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Punishment. 

§ 23. Gaol punishment shall be by labour on the tread-mill. To be regularly visited by 
magistrates, who shall call in medica1 practitioner to ascertain health of slaves so confined, and 1 

on his certificate remit such punishment. 

. . _Separation of Families; and Saie qf' Slaves detached from Estates. Manumission. 

· § 41. Prohibits the separation of husband and wife, and provides that a slave may purchase the r j 
freedom of his wife, and thereby their issue shall be free; and may also purchase the freedomr o 
of his child or children.-§ 32. Slaves may maintain action, by guardian appointed by Uhiels., 
·Justice, against their owner, for breach of any contract of manumission : securities previous!) le . 
.required in cases of manumission dispensed with, excepting where the slave is old, infirm, 01 
otherwise incapable of maintaining himself. 

Right of Property, and Right of Action. 

§ 35. The secretary of the colony shall from time to time give notice in the Bermuda Gazette!., 
of all bequests in favour of slaves, contained in any will registered by him : Chief Justice to, 
appoint a gnardi~n to recover the same in forma pauperis, if illegally disputed, or unreasonably _ J 
delayed.-§ 36. Secures to slav~s any and all property bequeathed to them, or purchased by sucl1bt 
bequest; and authorises its disposal by will, or otherwise.-§ 45. Establishes saving banks fo1 
deposit of the earnings of slaves. 

Legal Protection. 

§ 20. No owner or manager shall suffer sick or infirm slaves to wander about in quest oJ 
-maintenance: under penalty of 5l. for each offence.-§ 31. Chief Justice, or, if he be a part) . 
interested, then some other judge, shall, in all ca~es of contested freedom, appoint a guardian to 
.sustain any suit in forma pauperis, on behalf of any person laying claim to freedom, and jury may , · 
award payment of defendant's costs from public treasury. 

. , . 

ANTIGUA. 
(Passed the 21st April, 1798.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance ef the Sabbath. Baptism and Marriage. 

By Act of 21 st May, 1824, any person opening any shop or offering goods for sale on the Sab- 1 

bath day, shall suffer fine and imprisonment: vendors of strong liquors shall forfeit their license. '-,. 
Druggists, butchers, and bakers excepted.-§ 22-26. Owners preventing slaves from attending? · 
.church or chapel, or from receiving baptism, to forfeit 5l.-Clergymen neglecting or refusing to , · 
baptize slaves, without fee or reward, to forfeit 30s.-Polygamy and promiscuous intercourse,c;._ 
discourag·ed. Rewards given to slaves cohabiting as man and wife, and not yet capable oL 
unders'tanding the religious obligations of marriag·e ; or, if married, observing- the marriage ~ ~ 
vow; 4 dollars premium for the first, and 5 for each succeeding, child born in faithful connexion, 
with one man, as husband and wife. 1 dollar per annum whilst they live together observant of 
conjugal fidelity.-§ 25. Any white person cohabiting with a female slave who shall have elected u 
.a husband, shall forfeit 10oz. 

Food-Clothing-Lodging: General Treatment. 

§ 1, 2. Every master of slaves shall, under penaltv of 10s. for each slave neglected, supply,~ 
weekly to every slave on his estate, (except during crop, when it may be diminished one-fifth) 9 
:pints of corn, or 8 of flour or meal, · or 9 of oatmeal, or 'l of rice, or 8 lbs of biscuit, or 20 of 
potatoes, or 16 of eddoes, or 30 of plantains; and also 1¼ lbs. of fish or other salted previsions, a, 
or 2~ lbs. of fresh fish or other fresh provisions, all of good and wholesome quality. Th€ full. 
allowance here specified to be also given to every aged, infirm, -or sickly slave, under penalty of 
20s. fo1· each omission: as also, by§, 27, medical aid, necessary food, &c. under penalty of 5l,-::- ' 
§ 4. \\There it shall be found n~cessary to give money instead of food, each slave shall receive 4s. , 
weekly, and be allowed two half days each ,veek to resort to market. In both cases, it is referred .~ ' 
to the master t(i) apportion such supplies agreeably to sex and age; but he may on no account , , 
allot less than the full gross quantity in proportion to the number of his slaves.-§ 5. Where •. J 

land, proved upon annual oath of manager to be adequately productive, is assigned by master, he ► 
may limit the foregoing supplies to one-half; excepting that, of the salt or fresh provisions, he 
shall still supply the full allowances.-§ 6. Every owner,. possessed of the means, shall forth.er · J 
allot to each of ?is _slaves capable of working it, a piece of good land adjoining their respective 1 

dwellings, not less than 40 -feet square; or in lieu of such land, an annual compensation equal to 
its value: both µnder penalty of 5[ •. -§ 7. fa,ery owner shall, twice in each year, supply to each 
slave a suit of the customary dotb.ing; or one suit a vear, and a good hat or cap, and blanket. 
Owner shall ann_ually swear to th,e d~e supply l,oth o( food and clothing, under penalty of 100!. 
and shall keep a weekly register of the number of slaves, amount of supplies, &c., under pen~lty '. 



)f 25l. -§ Every owner shall procure, for~every slave requiring it, proper medical assistance, and 
,1 \irnish such wine, food, &c. as mch medical assistant shall prescribe, under penalty of 50l.: and 

JY § 27, every estate shall be visited by a regular medical p,ractitioner twice in each week, whether 
•i ;ent for or not: and on special summons, he shall atliend within eight hours, under penalty of 
l0l. Such summons to describe in writing the patient and his symptoms, that immediate relief 
nay be sent.-§ 30. There shall also be, on each estate, a commodious hospital, under penalty of 

> l00l.: and every owner shall, by himself or white assistant) attend as often as requisite, under 
, .. ,Jenalty of 20s., to see that such medicines and diet as prescr_ibed by medical practitioner, · are 
,, foly given. A full record of patients and prescriptions to be kept, penalty 40s.; and a supply of 
~ nedicines, with proper directions, always to be in readiness on each ·estate: ·penalty 5/.-§ 35. 

A faithful account of all births and deaths, and now sick slaves have been attended, to be an .. -
i I mally rendered on oath; penalty 100l.-§ 36. Medical man also annually to return on oath the 
• iumber of deaths on each estate under his charge, the cause of death, and the treatment of each 

1 · ,atient; penalty 100l.-§ 38. Whenever a negro woman shall become pregnant with her first 
:hild, the proprietor shall have built for her use a roomy and commodious negro house of two 
·ooms. · 

Labour and H0lidays. 

e § 10. No slave shall be compelled to any kind of field labour before 5 a. m. nor·after 7 p. m.; 
I!Henalty 5l.-§ 9 Every sud1 slave shall be allowed half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for 
n linner; penalty 1l. to 5l.-§ 24. No mother of six living children, the youngest being 7 years 
bl1ld, shall be set to perform other than light work; penalty .2ol.-§ 37. No pregnant woman shall~ 
dwhen five months gone, be set to any other work than that, of ta½.ing care of children, or similar 
I ight employment: penalty 5l. 

Punishment. 

~ § 15. If any person shall ,cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, or imprison, o:r confine without sufficient 
(J:llllpport, any slave under his care, he shall s-uffer fh1e and imprisonment at discretion ef the 
tJrnourt: and such slave may: be transferred to another master.-§ 17. Justices of peace, on infor7 
s mation, to remove slave from his owner's possession, and support him pending enquiry.-§ 18. 
&·>ers_ons affixing any iron collar or chain, whether round the leg, or other part of the body, of 

in ny slave, unless in the case of runaways, to forfeit 100l.-§ 37. No pregnant woman shall be 
m,unished otherwise than by confinement: penalty 5l.-The carrying of the whip as an emblem 
\) 11f authority or instrument of coercion, has for some time been abolished on every well regulated 
~te state; and when_corporal punishment is absolutely necessary, the cat applied over the shoulders· 
a as been substituted for the cart whip formerly used.-By § t, No. 036, no slave on any planta .. 
10 ion, or in the common jail, shaU at any time receive more than 6 lashes at time time and for one ' 
f:iE ffence, unless the owner or manager, or the keeper of such common jail, or a commissioner of 
91he streets, or the superintendent of slaves sentenced to hard labour, shall be actually present; 
b.r d no such owner or manager, jail-keeper, co'mmissioner, or superintendent, or any other person 
~rl rhatever, shall on any account punish a slave with more than 39 lashes at one time and for one 
sillffence, nor any other numuer of lashes on the same day, nor within 14 days at least thereafter, 
,cor until recovery from any former punishment, under the penalty of 10bl. for every offence .. 

Separation <!f Families; and Sale of Slaves de tac lied from Estates. Manumission. . 

EI By§ 120, Act No. 475, it is expressly declarsd, that when any slaves are exposed to publie sale· 
,1 this island, " when there is a child or children under _12 years of age, they shall be set up with 

~me mother, if there be a mother to be sold."-lt would not appear that there has ever existed 
,. 11 Antigua the slightest restraint on fair and bona fide manumission of slaves, nor has any duty 
;t T tax ever been laid on such manumissions. To prevent, however, persons from improperly 
n ~tting at large diseased or infirm negroes, § 12, has been enacted for their protection. 

Evidence. Trial, and Defence. 

r, The evidence of slaves would appear from the early enactments always to have been received in 
rn,ntigua for and against each other.-Slaves, when witnesses, have always been examined without 
biatb, which course of proceeding is expressly recog-nisecl. by the Act of the 15th March, 1821, 
s;t,stablishing· a Court of King's Bench, and Grand Sessions for the trial of criminal slaves, who, 
IJ1'ith this single exception, are, in all cases of trial for'capital offences, in every other respect placed 
I Jn precisely the same footing as the white and free inhabitants of the colony.-In all trials ot 
vs'aves, for capital offences, the prosecution shall be conducted on the part of the crown hy the 
>U tornev and Solicitor General; and coun:;el shall be assigned by the Uourt to defend the slave. 
'> 1 charged. -

Right of Property and Right of Action. 

8 Slaves have, by_ immemorial usage, been permitted in Antigua to hold and absolutely enjoy in 
1e' eir own right, property of a certain description. The usa:ge alluded to is expressly recognised 
1J the following enactment:-§ 14. Any white or free coloured person taking away from a slave 
'{lY stock, vegetables, provisions, or any article or- thing which such slave shall be authorised, by· 
v.i y present or future existing laws, usages., or custom~ of the isla~1d to sell or possess~ shall snffei: . . . . . 
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.Legal Protection. 

§ U. Makes the public·liable for the support of ·ariy slave be-coming incapable, from age, sick
ness, or· infirmity, to subsist himself; provided his owner cannot be found.-§ 12. No person1 
shall .sat free any slave disabled from procuring his own maintenance, unless he deposit, in the 
hands of the island treasurer, three hundred pounds as a provision for such slave's maintenance. 
~§ M. P.ersoes, not 1Jwners, bea:ting or ill-treating any slave; to suffer fine of 10/., by distress _ 
le\iied en rtheir goods, and, in 1 default of goods, on~· lli)(!>nth, imp,risonment; ·beside which, owner 
may ,bring his action against offender.-§ 20. Wlre:never any slave, n~t under fi years of af{e, uor , 
from onatmal de~ay, shall die suddt.:nly without having been visited at least 48 hours before de
c;:ease, ~by -some-medical practitioner duly qualified, an inquest shall be had upon the body, under 
penahy of tool.-§ 2,1. Murder of a-slave, deafh-..:..precisely-as in cam of free perstm. 

MONTSERRAT, THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, 
as also NEVIS and ST. CHRISTOPHER'S, 

,A.re under the operation of the same Law as this of ANTIGUA. 

DEMERARA. 
(Enacted by Order in Council, 2nd February, 1830; excepting such Clauses as are .marked Supplementary; _ 

which were added by the Lieutenant-~overnor and the Local Legislature of the Colony.) 

Religious Instruction, and Observance ef the -Sabbath. Bap"tism and Marriage. 

§ 17-20. Prohibit the workin-g· or employing- any slave otherwise than upon domestic or indis
pensab1e business, on Sunday: penalty 1l. to 3l. each offence. The indispensable business, to be 
llefined by the governor by proclamation; and in every case, notice of such employment of r 
slaves to be given to the protector.-§ 12-15. Sunday markets and the public sale of goods, -· 
excepting medicines and perishable food, absolute] y ptohibited: penalty 5 to 20 shillings each -:., 
offence.-§ 37. Declares that no slave is incapable in law of contracting- marriage; and that in 
~ase of owner's refusal, and subsequent fa'il'ure to prove to protector that such proposed marriage' 
wo.uld be injurious to the slaves themselves, protector may issue his authority to any licensed1 c: 
clergyman or teacher, to solemnize such marriage; of which a register is to be kept. 

Foodr-Clothing-Lodging: General Treatment. 

_,S1pp. 5. Requires, that on every estate there shall be a commodious hospital, and a legally 
qualified medical practitioner employed to attend the sic).<.; mecticine, proper food, and all Mees- ~ 
sa.ries to be provided; and a register of all cases kept: penalty 40l.-Supp. 3. Every owner shall_ 
have provision grounds on the estate, properly planted, 1 acre for 5 negroes; allowing moreover ' 
a reasonable ·weekly allowance according to the custom of the colony: and also provide them 
with proper clothing, according to the schedule annexed: penalty 5l. for every acre deficient, and 1 ,_ 

1oz. for every slave uot properly supplied. The scale of allowance to be as bdow.* 

Labour and Holidays. 

Supp. 2. Every married female shall, whe~ her fiFst child attains the age of 6 weeks, receive 
from her own.er 12 guilders; and 15 for every succeeding child: penalty QOl. for each refusal. ,;:, 
.And every mother of 6 living children born in marria~re or reputed marriage, shall, when the .. 
youngest shall be 7 years old, be exempt from any field labour, or other than light work: penalty _, . 
20l.-Supp. 4. Limits the hours of field labour from 6 in the morning to 6 in the evening, out of 

• Schedule of Weekly Allowance of Food and of Cl_othtng, to be given to Slaves in the United Colony of Demerary. : 
and Essequebo. -

Adult Working Male or Female, to have of salt fish, herrings, sbads, mackerel, or other salt provisions, 
2 lbi. ; if fresh, double the quantity, with half a pint of' salt: one and a half bunch of plantains, weio-hing 
not less than 45 lbs., or of other farinaceous food ; 9 pints corn or beans, 8 pints pease, or wheat o~ rye 
flour, or Indian corn meal, or 9 pints oat meal, or 7 pints rice, or 8 pints ~assava flour, or 8 lbs. biscuit, or 
20 lbs. yams or potatoes, or 16 lbs. eddoes or tanios, and not less. 

Invalids, and Boys and Girls from 10 to 15 years of age, to have two-thirds, and Boys and Girls from 
5 to 10 years of age, to have one-half of the above quantities of salt provisions, and of plantains, or other . 
farinaceous food. 

Children from 1 to 5 ye:ars of age, to have one-third of the above quantity of salt p1·ovisions, and one
third of the quantity of plantains, or other farinaceous food. 

Of YeC11dy, Atlowance of Clothing :-Working Males : 1 hat, 1 cloth jacket, 1 check shirt, 1 pair 0snaburg 
trowsers, 2 Salempores caps, 1 r,ar&or o:r knife, 1 blanket every 2 years. Working Females: 1 hat, 1 o·own or 
w11appeP, 1 cht.ick shift, 1 Osnaburg petticoat, 1' pair. of. scissors, 1 blanket every 2 years. To Invalids and 
Children, in proportion. 



, hicli every slave shall have two hours for meals and rest : penalty 20'- And slaves employed 
i L the manufacture of sugar, shall have at least eight hours of rest without interruption, six of 
1stem between sun-set and sun-rise : penalty 20l. 

Punishment. 

· ~ § 21. The carrying a whip, or any other instrument of punishment, in the field or elsewhere, 
irf; ther as a l>adge of authority, or as a stimulus to labour; or the use of it, unless for a fault 
v~·eviously committed, declared a ipisdemeanour.-§ 22-35. Prohibit the whipping or beating 
'( ty female slave above ten years of age. The governor of Demerara has prescribed as substi

:'};Jites: solitary confinement, in any place approved by a medical practitioner, and not exceeding· 
91,ree days; stocks; hand-cuffs; disting·uishing marks or dresses. But no such punishment shaH 
u : inflicted on a Sunday: and in all cas'es of confinemen,t exceeding 13 hours' duration, sufficient 
.uG od and good water shall be supplied to delinquent: penalty for any one violation 2oz. to sot. 
!arnstrict corporal punishment of male slaves to 25 lashes, either for any one offence, or within 

1y one day: no such punishment to be inflicted until after sun-rise of the next day; nor any, 
1l , long as unhealed scars remain on the body: nor unless one free person, or six slaves, be 
1a9·esent: offender declared guilty of a misdemeanour. A punishment record book to be kept of 
1 l punishments of female :;laves, and of all corporal punishments of male slaves exceeding 3 
qi'ripes; stating nature, time, and plare of the offence; the punishment; by whom inflicted, and 
1Lrtthorised, and the witnesses present: penalty 2l. to 2oz.; false statement a misdemeanour . 

.f anager to report every 6 months, on oath: penalty 10l. to 5~l. 

Separation qf Families; and Sale of Slaves detached.from Estates. Manumission. 

g 46-51. Prohibit the separation by sale, under any leg·al process, intestacy of owner, convey .. 
a'.:l .ce, contract, or will, of father, mother, and child or children, under 16 years of age, unless 
1;tlth their own and protector's consent.-§ 52-55. Repeal and prohibit all tax upon manumission, 
3~:cepting that bond shall be given for slave's maintenance if less than 6 or more than 50 years 
, tl1, or in a state of disease.--:--§ 56-69. Enact compulsory manumission. 

Evidence. Trial, and Defence. 

\' ~§ 70. Admits the evidence of slaves, in all cases, civil or criminal.-Su_pp. 1. That in any cri-
1H1tnal prosecution ag·ainst a slave, on,e or more advocates (according to the nature of the charge) 
llmll be retained on his behalf at the public expense. 

Right ~f P1·operty, ood Right of Action. 

~§ 42. SI.aves may a~quire property w any amount, and bring- and defend actions for it.
~pp. 8. Establishes savings-banks, wherein slaves may deposit money at legal interest. 

Legal Protection. 

t ,§ 1. Any person ~·uilty of cruelty to a slave, shall, in addition to the lawful punishment of 
d .rh offence, be liable to forfeit the slave so treated.-§ 72. No slave shail be punished for pre-

1c1·ring- and failing to establish any complaint, unless it shall be proved to originate in a culpable 
•I:t•>tive.-§ 80. Requires protector, twice in each year, to make a full return to the Governor, of 
111 matters and proceedings in which he has been engaged in that capacity, as the condition of 
r9 ~eiving his salary.-Supp. 6. Requires that no slave who has died suddenly, or shortly after 
3ionishment, or under suspicious circumstances, or who has committed suicide, shall be buried 

rflthout an inquest, of which a report is to be sent to protector: penalty 30l.-Supp. 9. Requires 
n :rgymen and licensed preachers and teachers, of every denomination, to transmit to protector 
II ! names, &c. of every slave whom they shall deem conscious of the obligation of an oath .
t- ?-11. Appoint an otiicial protector of slaves, requiring that he be constantly resident, and 
t it he shall himself have no manner of property or interest in slaves. Assistant protectors 

io<pointed for each district. Protecto:r to have notice of all prosecutions against slaves, or of 
aHs affecting their freedom and property, and to attend on their behalf; as also to receive notice 

n any injury done to their persons, on receiving which he is to inquire into the case, and sue 
1q prosecute the wrong doer.-Supp. 7. Provides that persons employing the slaves of others 
olf;hout their owner's consent, shall suffer a fine of 40l. 

BERBICE. TRINIDAD. S'I'. LUCIE. 
dThe various enactments the same as those of the Order in Council for Demerara, which see: 
qs ,epting sueh clauses as are there marked Supplementary. For these Colonies similar supple
;! ntary regulations are left to be enacted by their respective Local Autho1 ities. 


