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FOREWORD

The Guianas, despite many difficulties which have retarded their
development, the most serious of which has been the lack of popula-
tion, have a total annual foreign trade (imports and exports) of
between $35,000,000 and $40,000,000.

Imports into British Guiana come chiefly from Great Britain and
Canada as a result of the liberal preference in tariff rates extended
to these countries under special trade agreements. The United States,
however, in 1926, exported to British Guiana $1,568,000 worth of
goods, consisting mainly of foodstuffs, machinery and other iron and
steel manufactures, cotton goods, chemicals, automobiles, coal, lumber,
and tobacco. United States exports to Surinam (Dutch Guiana) in
1926 were valued at $1,569,000, the most important items being flour,
preserved meats, and machinery of various kinds. Exports to French
Guiana, more than half of which consisted of foodstuffs, amounted
to $149.700.

In view of the paucity of readily available information on the
Guianas it is felt that the present bulletin, which discusses the geo-
graphie, economic, and commercial aspects of the colonies, will be
found of value to exporters and others interested in the commercial
development of that region. Particular stress has been laid on the
market for American products, and detailed figures of United States
trade with the Guianas are given. Information is also included on
agriculture, mining, and forest products; on economic conditions,
foreign trade, competition, transportation facilities, ete.

Further data, especially with reference to desirable agents for
American exporters and on other specific points, may be had by
applying to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce at
Washington or any of its district or cooperative offices in 59 cities
throughout the United States.

Jorrus Kueiw, Director,
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce.

Novemeer, 1927.
(II)




THE GUIANAS: COMMERCIAL AND ECONOMIC SURVEY

BRITISH GUIANA

British Guiana, the only British possession on the mainland of
South America, is located in the northeastern part of the continent
and 1s bounded on the north by the Atlantic Ocean, on the east
by Surinam (Dutch Guiana), on the south and southwest by Brazil,
and on the west by Venezuela. It is the largest and most important
of the three Guianas, and its area of approximately 90,000 square
miles is about equal to the combined area of the States of New York
and Ohio.

The country is divided geographically into three zones. The
northern, low-lying coastal zone varies in width from 10 to 40 miles.
This region contains most of the population and produces practically
all of the cultivated crops. Part of the coastal plain is below the
level of ordinary spring tides and is subject to flood at high water,
so that it is necessary to provide protection from inundation by
means of dikes. The two cities, nearly all the villages and, with
few exceptions, all of the sugar estates and roads and railways are
in the coastal region. The first zone is succeeded by a broader and
slightly elevated tract of land, the savannahs, which extend across
the breadth of the colony. This belt contains valuable timber
stretches. The third zone is the largest and comprises the mountain-
ous territory, which is covered mainly by tropical forests.

The country is traversed by numerous rivers and streams, the most
important of which are the Essequibo, the Demerara, the Berbice,
and the Corentyne, the last forming the boundary between British
Guiana and Surinam. All of these rivers flow northward in a
generally parallel course to the sea. The largest, the Essequibo, with
1ts tributaries drains more than half the area of the colony. This
river is over 600 miles in length and its estuary more than 14 miles
m width. It is navigable during spring tides by vessels up to 17-
foot draft as far as Bartica, which 1s about 45 miles from the coast.
The Corentyne is the second river in size and is navigable for larger
craft than any other river in the country. The Demerara River
1s probably the best known and is commercially the most important,
although 1t is a relatively small stream, not over 200 miles in length.
Georgetown, the capital of the Colony, is situated just within the
mouth of the river. The Demerara is navigable for a distance of
about 68 miles, as far as Wismar, by vessels drawing up to 17 feet.
The total navigable length of all rivers is about 450 miles, and they
provide the principal means of inland transportation.

(1)
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DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

According to the latest census, that of 1921, the population of the
Colony was 297,691, and it is estimated that by 1926 the number of
inhabitants had increased to 304,412, or less than 4 persons to the
square mile. The growth of population has been very slow, as the
1911 census returns gave the poulation at 296,041, the increase in
15 years thus being only 8,371. The population in 1926 was made up
as follows: Negroes, 120,856; Kast Indians, 125,686; Europeans,
11,797 ; aborigines, 9,394; Chinese, 2,812; and various other races,
33,867.

The distribution of population according to political subdivisions
was as follows in 1921: City of Georgetown, 59,624; town of New
Amsterdam, 8,363 ; county of Demerara (exclusive of Georgetown),
114,308 ; county of Berbice (exclusive of New Amsterdam), 60,120;
and county of Essequibo, 55,276. Approximately 23 per cent of the
population is urban and 77 per cent rural. The death rate in 1924
was 25 per thousand and in 1925 was 24 per thousand. The birth
rate in the same years was 32 and 33 per thousand, respectively.

LABOR AND WAGES

The most pressing problem which British Guiana has been called
upon to solve in its economic development is the lack of an adequate
labor supply. Its agricultural industry demands the maintenance of
a constant labor supply, and even with a large number of immigrants
it has not been possible to provide a sufficient force of laborers.
At first most of the labor was performed by African slaves, but
with the abolition of slavery, the shortage on the plantations became
acute and forced the Colony to turn to the Far East for immigrants.
The peak in the immigration movement was reached in the decade
between 1871 and 1880, when about 70,000 arrived, mostly East
Indians. After that the number gradually decreased until in the
period from 1911 to 1921 less than 10.000 arrived. The period of
immigration accounts for the racial variety indicated in the statis-
tics of population.

The East Indians form the principal source of agricultural labor,
supplemented in a measure by the blacks. The blacks and mulattoes
supply practically all of the labor for the mines and the balata in-
dustry, as well as for harbor work, mechanical work, etc. The
European element is composed chiefly of Portuguese, who, with the
Chinese, control most of the retail trade.

Agricultural laborers, such as cane cutters, weeders, punt loaders,
etc., earn from $0.25 to $0.90 a day. Artisans, such as carpenters,
masons, and painters, are paid by piecework and are able to earn
from $1.25 to $2.25 daily. Whart laborers earn from $1 to $1.75,
while timekeepers, etc., receive from $2.25 to $2.50 a day. Domestic
servants are paid monthly wages as follows: Males, $12 to $15;
females, $6 to $10; and chauffeurs, $25 to $30. The laborers on the
sugar estates are usually given living quarters, and on some of the
estates they are allowed to cultivate small patches of rice for their
own use. Certain other benefits are accorded, such as medical
attention.
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According to the 1921 census, there were 84,970 persons employed
in agriculture, 48,605 in industrial occupations, and 9,621 in com-

merce.
CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

The climate of British Guiana is not unbearable, despite the fact
that it lies only a little north of the Equator. To those used to a
temperate climate, however, the moist, hot climate is often enervating
and depressing. The minimum shade temperature of the coast is
about 70° F. and the maximum about 95° F., but the heat is tempered
throughout most of the year by the trade winds. The climate is
characterized by two wet and two dry seasons, although the seasons
are not clearly defined. The long wet season usually extends from
April to August and 1s followed by the long dry season, which lasts
until about December. December and January make up the short wet
season and February and March the short dry season. Occasionally
the country suffers from droughts, as in 1925 and 1926. The rain-
fall in the coastal belt averages about 85 inches, and while not so
heavy in the interior it is more evenly distributed.

Modern sanitation has not made great progress and conditions
leave much to be desired from the viewpoint of the foreigner. Con-
siderable malaria and other forms of fever are prevalent in all sec-
tions of the country. Drinking water is supplied by the storage of
rain water in large vats and tanks, while water for street flushing,
manufacturing, ete., is brought into the city by canal from the sugar
estates. The construction of a sewerage system for the city of
Georgetown was started in 1923 but, as a result of difficulties which
arose 1n the course of construction, no part of the system is in
operation at present.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

As in the remainder of the Caribbean region, the principal in-
dustry of British Guiana is agriculture, and economic conditions are
largely dependent upon the returns realized from this source. The
principal money crop is sugar, which contributes more than half of
the total exports of the Colony. It is estimated that about one-third
of the wage earners are directly connected with this industry and,
adding those indirectly interested, probably one-half of the wage
earners derive either all or a portion of their earnings from this
mndustry. Rice is the second most important crop, but this is grown
mainly for local consumption. Production has grown to a point,
however, where exportations are regularly made to the West Indies.

In 1925, nearly 140,000 acres were under cultivation, of which
57,500 acres were planted to sugar cane, 30,000 to rice, and a like
area to coconuts, while the remainder was distributed among cacao,
coffee, rubber, limes, maize, plantains, and other crops.

SUGAR THE PRINCIPAL CROP

Sugar has always been an outstanding crop in British Guiana,
contributing in a large measure to the export trade, and during the
period from 1880 to 1920 this one product constituted 80 per cent
of the total exports, although the marketing of secondary products
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was steadily expanding. During the past few years the proportion
has been less, partly on account of the lower price of sugar and
partly as a result of the greater output of other products. In 1925
and 1926 the products of the sugar industry amounted to 53 per cent
of all exports.

Sugar is grown along the coast and for a short distance up the
Tiver v 1lleys The greatest area planted is in the Demerara district,
which has 34,384 acres, or about 60 per cent of the total area, under
cane. Berbice has 20,289 acres, or 35 per cent, and the balance, or
2,827 acres, is in Essequibo.

The ploductlon and exportation of sugar has shown no appre-
ciable variation during the last quarter of a century, despite the
fact that there is suitable land available to produce several times the
present output. The 1911-1925 average of sugar production was
102,800 tons, of which 95,300 tons were expmted annually. In 1925
pr oduction reached 107, 580 tons, while the 1926 estimates vary from
90,000 tons to about 1 1.0?000 tons. The yield averages approximately
1.77 tons per acre.

Sugar cultivation—A feature of the sugar industry in British
Guiana is that a large portion of the output is produced on land
which is below hlgh tide and which is protected by sea dams or
dikes. The fields are traversed by numerous canals, which serve the
threefold purpose of irrigation, drainage, and transportation. The

nature of the soils in the sugar-growing region makes proper drain-
age essential, and this is a ploblem which has vet to be properly
solved.

A number of pumping plants are used on the estates for drainage
purposes, and the Government utilized part of an appropriation made
in 1923 to erect several pumping stations, but the work was retarded
in 1926 by lack of funds. The ilrirration trenches on the various
estates are gravity ditches, the water running into them from storage
supplies at “different ])omts in the interior. The water level is raised
or lowered by use of water gates, the operation of which is usually
dependent on the tides. Occasions arise when rains are heavy for
several days and the tides are unusually high; then the present sys-
tem is inadequate and the entire country becomes flooded to a depth
of several inches.

The sugar industry is based almost entirely on hand labor and,
although ‘mechanical equipment has been introduced, it has not Vet
supplanted human labor to any extent. The numerous ditches in the
fields render the use of mechanical equipment difficult, and practi-
cally all operations of planting, cultivating, cutting, and transport-
ing to the punts for the movement to the mills are performed by
manual labor.

Labor supply—The lack of an adequate labor supply has been an
important factor in keeping down sugar production. The planta-
tions are staffed, as a rule, by Europeans while the mechanical
work and the heavier tasks in the fields are performed by negroes,
but the majority of all plantation labor is East Indian. The system
of growing cane in British Guiana makes necessary the employment
of 1elat1vely more labor than is necessary in countries, such as Cuba,
where sugar is produced under the most favorable conditions. Con-
sequently, with a population which has been practically stationary
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for years and with the expansion of other lines of endeavor, part
of the available labor supply has been drawn to more desirable or
profitable endeavor and little opportunity has been presented for the
expansion of the leading industry. The more general use of mechan-
ical aids, which appears to be possible despite the difficulties to be over-
come, might permit the industry to expand somewhat, even though
the labor element remains constant.

Modern methods have been introduced in the mills as a result of
the necessity for reducing production costs. According to the latest
available returns, the number of active sugar factories was 26, the
largest of which produce from 10,000 to 16,000 tons of sugar per
annum. The majority of the mills are equipped with British ma-
chinery, but eight of them have American machinery. The sugar pro-
duced is principally dark crystal, with small quantities of the fol-
lowing grades: White crystal, yellow crystal, dark molasses crystal,
and yellow molasses crystal. Sugar from British Guiana is afforded
preferential treatment in Canada and the United Kingdom and,
as a result, the bulk of the exports naturally moves to those desti-
nations. The remainder is shipped mainly to the British West
Indies and Surinam (Dutch Guiana). No important shipments have
been made to the United States since 1920. In 1926 about 30 per
cent of the exports went to the United Kingdom and about 70 per
cent to Canada. ILessthan 1 per cent went to other destinations.

Sugar by-products—¥rom the sugar industry are also derived
rum, molasses, and molascuit, the last-named product being a deriva-
tive used for animal food. Rum is the most important by-product,
but its production has steadily declined, owing to a lack of markets.
The average annual exportation for the five-year period 1922-1926
amounted to 711,448 gallons, as compared with 3,112,252 for the pre-
ceding quinquennial period. The rum is exported mainly to the
United Kingdom, but important shipments are also made to Canada,
Newfoundland, and the West Indian Islands.

Exports of molasses are expanding, and greater amounts are being .
diverted to the local production of alcohol for use on the sugar estates.
In the 20-year period from 1902 to 1921, molasses exports averaged
193,000 gallons, while by 1926 exports had jumped to over 2,000,000
gallons. Molasses is exported mainly to the United Kingdom,
Canada, and the British West Indies. According to official figures
published in British Guiana, the United States purchased a con-
siderable quantity of the exports in 1924, but in 1925 these shipments
decreased, and the 1926 returns show no exportation to the United
States. United States statistics show imports from British Guiana
of over 1,000,000 gallons in 1926, however, and no satisfactory ex-
planation has been found for this discrepancy. Exports of molascuit
also go mainly to the United Kingdom.

RICE

Rice is the second crop in importance in British Guiana and is a
staple food product. The amount of land devoted to rice cultivation
rapidly increased from 17,500 acres in 1903 to 61,400 acres in 1919.
The development of the rice industry dates from about 1886 and
has been largely due to the East Indian settlers, although the Govern-
ment has lent encouragement through experimentation and other
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aids. The owners of the sugar estates have also encouraged rice
growing, and in 1925 over 9 000 acres of land on sugar plantations
were used for rice growing. 'Since 1919 the production has declined,
the yield of pa(ldv beinv over 14,000 tons less in 1923 than the
average for the period 1918—192_;j and only a little more than half
that of the five- -year average from 1913 to 1917. In 1924 and 1925
both the acreage and the production increased over 1923.

The expansion of the rice industry is reflected in the increase in
the exports of rice. At the end of the nineteenth century, British
Guiana was importing large quantities, amounting to over 11,000
tons in 1899, but by 1917 the production had increased to a pomt
where it was not only suflicient to care for the local demand but
provided a surplus for export. With the curtailment of acreage this
surplus dwindled, but rice is regularly exported to the British West
Indies and to the other Guianas. Exports in 1926 amounted to
6,526,000 pounds, as compared with 15,496,000 pounds in 1925 and
10,013,000 pounds in 1923.

In 1925 the area under rice cultivation amounted to some 30,000
acres, of which over 10,000 acres produced two crops, giving a yield
of about 23,000 tons of cleaned rice. Complete returns for 1926 are
not available, but it is estimated that the area devoted to rice was ap-
proximately the same as in 1925 and the vield 20,000 tons of cleaned
rice. The smaller crop was largely the result of the damage wrought
by a plague of worms. C onsiderable suitable land is available for the
production of rice, so that under favorable conditions the output
could be expended confaldelably

Cultivation of rice is generally on a small scale, and the work
1s largely accomplished bv hand labor. In 1925 there were 131 rice
mills in the country, according to the published figures of the Gov-
ernment. Most of these are small.

COCONUTS AND OTHER FRUITS

Numerous fruits are produced for local consumption, but the only
fruits and fruit products which are exported in commercial quantities
are coconuts and limes and their derivatives. The estimated area
devoted to coconuts in 1925 was about 30,000 acres, or 4,779 acres in
excess of that in 1924. The increase, however, is attributed to the
more complete returns received. In any event, the figures show a
large increase in acreage since 1904, when 5, 140 acres were planted.
The exportation of coconuts and coconut ploducts i1s given at over
17,000,000 nuts in 1926, as against 11,000,000 in 1925 and less than
5,000, OOO in 1922 and previous years. The nuts exported as oil are
figured on the basis of 60 nuts to the gallon and copra as 450 nuts to
the hundredweight. The nuts are thpped mainly to Canada, the
copra to the United Kingdom, and the oil to Surinam.

Limes are the only other fruit exploited on a commercial scale for
export. Results so far have not been éntirely satisfactory, and the
area devoted to lime culture has decreased in recent years, the acr eage
in 1925 being 655 acres as compared with 711 in 1924 and 1,102 in
1921. The exports go out in the form of lime juice and lime oil.
The shipments of concentrated lime juice in 1926 were 4,974 gallons

T2653—2T
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and of lime oil 277 gallons. The 1925 exports were 8,430 gallons and
806 gallons, respectively, and in 1924, 9,650 gallons and 396 gallons.
The concentrated lime juice is exported to the United States and the
oil to the United Kingdom. \

A wide variety of other fruit, such as oranges, bananas, pineapples,
mangoes, etc., is produced, but only insignificant quantities are ex-
ported. Study has been given to the possibilities of banana culture
on a commercial scale, but so far no definite progress has been made.

COFFEE AND CACAO

Coffee cultivation is not extensive, the area devoted to the crop
being less than 2,000 acres. This is more than sufficient to supply the
local demand, and the larger portion of the output is exported. The
production of coffee in 1926 was about 1,000,000 pounds. according
to the estimate of the Department of Science and Agriculture, an
increase of about 100,000 pounds over 1925. Exports in 1926 were
773,000 pounds and local consumption estimated at 250,000 to 300,000
pounds. In recent years the destination of the bulk of the exports
has been given in the customs returns as the Netherlands.

The area devoted to the cultivation of cacao has remained practi-
cally unchanged at some 2,000 acres, and while a small export trade
was carried on up to 1920, no exports have been made since and
imports have continued to mount, although the trade is not large.
Cultivation is generally on a small scale, but there are a few fairly
large estates. Land suitable for the raising of cacao is available, but
the principal drawback appears to be in the lack of capital among
the small growers.

FOREST PRODUCTS

The forests of British Guiana cover about 78,000 square miles, but
at the present time forest products contribute only 6 per cent of the
exports. Of the total area of commercial timber under course of
exploitation, 739,649 acres has been alienated and 2.862.676 is Crown
land, which is either worked under lease or the products exploited
by license. Unexploited Crown lands still available for application
total 5,293,675 acres. Acreage of other forest lands, at present in-
accessible, amounts to more than 41,000,000 acres. The forests em-
brace a wide variety of woods, varying from hard to soft and from
very dark to white.

The most important timber exported is greenheart, which is used
principally in marine construction and is the best known of British
Guiana’s woods. The market for this wood appears to be expanding
slowly from year to year, over 725,000 cubic feet having been pro-
duced on Crown lands in 1925.

According to the Bluebook of British Guiana, there are 6 power-
driven sawmills in Georgetown, 4 in New Amsterdam, 1 on the Coren-
tyne River, 1 on the Conje River, 1 on the Berbice River, 1 on the
Waini River, 1 on the Pomeroon River, and 5 on the Essequibo River,
also a Government water-power mill at Christianburg, on the Dem-
erara. River. Timber; is also cut by hand power at numerous
places. Georgetown has 4 power-driven woodworking factories.

—
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BALATA

Balata is the principal forest product exported from the Colony,
and in 1926 exports amounted to 597,000 pounds valued at $358,441,
which was somewhat below shipments in the years immediately pre-
ceding. Its principal use is in the manufacture of cables and belting,
but it has a variety of other applications. The product is obtained
by tapping the balata tree, the gum or coagulated latex forming into
thin sheets, in which form it is marketed. Balata is exported prin-
cipally to the United Kingdom. In 1925, 3,305 laborers were em-
ployed in balata tapping.

RUBBER

Although soil and climatic conditions in DBritish Guiana were
found to be favorable and the industry showed some small develop-
ment prior to the war, the acreage under rubber declined from the
maximum of 5,200 acres in 1917 to 2,200 in 1925, the greater part of
which is not producing at present. The decline came about during
the war as the result of the low prices of rubber and of the more
profitable returns realized from sugar. Exports in 1926 amounted
to only 17 tons and in 1925 to 5 tons. Those interested in the rubber
possibilities of the Guianas are refererd to Trade Promotion Series
No. 40, “ Possibilities for Para Rubber Production in Northern
Tropical America,” issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce and sold by the Superintendent of Documents, Washing-
ton, and by district offices of the bureau for 65 cents.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY

According to the 1925 returns, the number of lLivestock in British
Guina was as follows: Cattle, 113,315; horses, asses, and mules,
10.272 ; buffaloes, 175 ; sheep and goats, 95,977 ; and swine, 12,889.

It" is estimated that 500 head per month of all kinds are
slaughtered, of which about 450 are slaughtered in Georgetown.
Cattle and swine arve regularly exported to Surinam, but the number
shipped annually is not large, exports to that Colony in 1926
amounting to 45 head of beef cattle and 550 swine. Hides ex-
ported in 1926 totaled 7916, with a value of $9,490, all of which
went to the United Kingdom.

MANUFACTURING

Aside from the sugar, rice, and sawmills, British Guiana has only
o few manufacturing establishments. In 1925 the number of estab-
lishments, other than those which have been mentioned previously,
were as follows: Aerated water, 27; foundries and machine shops,
10; steam bakeries, 4; biscuit factories, 2; match factories, 2; con-
fectioneries, 1; creameries, 1; electric-car factories, 1; and cigar
factories, 1. No data are available as to the number of persons
employed in these industries or the value of the output.

MINING

A wide variety of minerals are known to exist in British Guiana,
but only three—diamonds, gold, and bauxite—are exploited on a
commercial scale. Production and exportation have increased 1n
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recent years, and the proportion of the total exports contributed by
mineral products has been growing steadily, as will be seen by the
following figures: 1920, 5 per cent; 1921, 13 per cent; 1922, 31 per
cent; 1923, 33 per cent; 1924, 32 per cent; 1925 and 1926, 35 per
cent. This expansion was the result of the increased production of
diamonds and bauxite.

DIAMONDS

Prospecting for diamonds was carried on prior to the opening of
the twentieth century, but until 1920 the production did not exceed
20,000 carats. In that year and since 1921, when the systematic
development of the Mazaruni field began, production jumped rapidly,
reaching 188,207 carats in 1925. Difficulties incident to the drought
in 1926 caused the production to fall to 164,167 carats. Production
from 1919 to 1926. measured in carats, has been as follows: 1919,
16,706 ; 1920, 39.363 ; 1921, 102,604 ; 1922, 163,640; 1923, 214,474 ; 1924,
184.571; 1925, 188,207 and 1926, 164,167.

The proved diamondiferous area extends in a northerly and south-
erly direction from the Potaro River to the Cuyuni River, a dis-
tance of 150 miles. It extends eastward for 40 miles from the foot
of the Pakairama Mountains. The most important present-day
field, the Mazaruni, is located in about the center of this area.
Practically all of the diamonds found to-day in British Guiana are
from a relatively small area, which has only been scratched, and
further mining under more scientific conditions may reveal richer

fields.

BAUXITE

The production of bauxite is of recent development, 1923 being
the first year of steady operation. Prior to that time about 50,000
tons had been produced and exported. Production in tons in more
recent years has been as follows: 1923, 10,346; 1924, 154,324 ; 1925,
174,999 ; 1926, 183,859. The output is exported. In 1926 exports
went entirely to the United States, and in 1925 all but 4,976 tons,
which went to the United Kingdom.

Valuable and extensive deposits of bauxite in accessible locations
have been discovered, but the deposits vary in quality, and so far none
but the highest grade can be profitably extracted. The most extensive
deposits are located along the banks of the Demerara River, some 75
miles from its mouth. The ore is mined by a single company, which
has installed modern equipment for its efficient handling. The crush-
ing and drying plant is located at the highest point on the Demerara
River, which can be reached by ocean-going vessels (68 miles from
the coast). Vessels are loaded from the company’s wharf by
mechanical loading equipment.

GOLD

Gold-bearing areas are widely scattered over the Colony, and at
one time the extraction of gold was the principal mining industry.
The history of the industry dates from 1884, and the development

was rapid until 1893-94, when the record output of 138,000 ounces
was obtained. Subsequently, the production declined, until in 1924
it amounted to only 7,187 ounces. The average production for the
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past five years, 1922-1926, was only 8,375 ounces, and the total pro-
duction in the 43 years from 1884 to 1926, inclusive, amounted to
2,661,537 ounces.

Most of the gold obtained has been from alluvial workings, by
hand methods, and the greater returns from the diamond fields have
drawn the workers into the more lucrative employment, this being
one of the causes for the decline in production. Quartz mining and
hydraulic extraction have been attempted and, while these have
produced good results for short periods, the results were not satis-
factory after the superficial deposits were worked. Some gold has
also been obtained by dredging. The gold exported goes to the
United Kingdom.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS i

The year 1927 opened inauspiciously for British Guiana and prom-
ised only slight improvement from the unfavorable economic situa-
tion which prevailed throughout 1925 and 1926. The depressed con-
dition which characterized both of the two past years was the result
of the low prices received for the leading export product and the
severe drought, which not only reduced agricultural production
but also caused serious losses to the livestock, mining, and lumber
industries. It is readily understood how this drought adversely
affected agricultural productivity and the livestock industry, but it
may be explained that the mining industry suffered likewise, because
of the difficulty of moving supplies, equipment, and workers over the
rivers, as well as from the lack of water for working the mines. The
lumber industry met with the same obstacles, and the gathering of
balata was seriously hampered. Difliculty was also encountered in
moving the sugar crop, which is largely transported by water.

The drought was of such serious proportions and its effects so
widespread that the Government appointed a committee to investi-
gate its industrial effects. This commiittee estimated the capital loss
directly attributable to the drought at $2,700,000. While this does
not appear to be a very large loss, it represents a decided setback to
a country as undeveloped as British Guiana and which is badly in
need of capital. The loss by industries was distributed as follows:
Agriculture, $1,590,000; mining, $900,000; livestock, $155,000; and
forest products, $55,000.

The reverses suffered by industrial interests in the past two years
caused an unusual amount of unemployment, which depressed mer-
chandising trade, and a number of concerns found difficulty in meet-
ing their obligations and some were forced out of business. Banks
reported collections increasingly difficult and had numerous requests
for extension of payments. The official receiver does not record the
above condition and, in fact, the 1926 figures show only seven in-
solvencies, with a total excess of liabilities over assets of $55,354, as
compared with 19 in 1925 with an excess of liabilities of $279,842.
The 1926 figures, however, do not include the largest failures (one
involving over $700,000), as the affairs of these concerns still remain
in the hands of the banks.

Toward the end of 1926, with sugar prices showing a strengthening
tendency, the outlook appeared to be somewhat more favorable.
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Sugar prices did not strengthen sufficiently to allow the industry to
recoup its losses though, and during 1927 little improvement has
occurred.

Various suggestions have been put forward for ameliorating the
depressed state of affairs, some of them being made campaign issues
in the 1926 elections. The Combined Court, “the ruling body of the
Colony, after its election in October, studied the sltuatmn, and the
measures suggested for relief prolonged the session into March, 1927.
The delay in passing important letnslutmn affecting business caused
merchants to proceed slowly, as customs matters in particular were
uncertain. The customs and tax ordinances were not passed and
approved by the Governor until March. Relief measures may serve
as a temporary expedient, but no real improvement is possible until
the underlying factors affecting prosperity become more favorable.

FOREIGN TRADE

The foreign trade of British Guiana has dropped steadily in the
past three years. © This loss is attributable to the unfavorable world
market conditions for the principal export crops and to adverse local
conditions in industry, such as the drought, which seriously affected
the plodu(tl\nv of the Colony and which caused a general slack-
ness of demand in the import trade. The followmg table sum-
marizes the trade for the years 1913 to 1926, in¢lusive:

ForeEIGN TRADE OoF BRITISH GUIANA

[Value of imports, excluding transshipments, and exports of domestic produce]

Year | Imports | Exports Year Imports Exports
101 FA0E el SRt B (87,734,862 | $0.565,844 || 1990/ o oiiiiliioaio. $22, 669, 002 | $26, 282, 456
1014 =" s S et { 7,1660,530 | 11,313,082 || 1921 - - Lo 15, 110, 247 | 15,451,325
191 e e S | 8,796,247 T SR R s | 11,004,414 13,123, 535
1818 e A A | 10, 50Y, U431 16: 1401100102923 2 - oo oot o] 12, 811,011 17,395, 207
I R e A S I 13, 947, 440 AR LR B | R e e R e e 13,171, 893 15, 653, 377
| L) b I e T e S | 16, 292,249 13, 817, 3151 | k920 cson e st oe e On . 13, 960,483 14,242, 059
1918 s o e e | 15,721,822 17, 652, 450 | | i e, e 12,474, 852 12, 249, 006

The loss of nearly $2,000,000 in the export trade in 1926 from the
previous year is largely due to the loss on the two largest export
items, sugar and diamonds. Sugar exports were 13,069 tons less in
quantity and $735,483 less in value. The price received per ton was
very low in both 1925 and 1926, and for approximately the same
amount of sugar sold in 1924 over $2,400,000 more was received. Ex-
ports of diamonds dropped from 188,207 carats, valued at $4,057,285
in 19925, to 145,097 carats, valued at $3,300,952 in 1926.
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ExPORTS FROM BRITISH GUIANA

1924 1925 1926
Articles T = il —
Quantity I Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
| |
-Su_.gar, Taw.. 85, 896 | $8,482, 200 97,728 | $6, 785, 740 84, 659 | $6, 050, 257
Dmln_onds_-_ 184, 572 | 4,097,437 188,207 | 4,057,285 145,097 | 3,300, 952
B AN e e e 3 154, 324 781, 736 174,999 | BEG, 343 183, 859 920, 682
B0 FRE S L i i proof gallons__ 769, 304 363,856 | 1,148,124 | 562, 212 789, 643 308, 871
Bt = pounds_.| 1,370,212 822, 162 904, 784 543, 033 597,401 308,441
Timber, lumber, and products:
Timber——-i-___- cubie feet_ . 168, 257 124, 664 216, 750 | 151,718 313,461 258, 331
Kirewood. -0 -~ = tons_. 6,477 | 19, 569 6, 144 21, 429 7,716 | 25, 619
15 vy el o= i e S LR s feet- 180, 863 l‘} 565 146, 561 15, 741 189, 034 17, 512
CIhaYaoRIE e BT i tons__ 2,268 | 38, 763 1,683 34, 879 2, 067 40, 672
Shingles__________ number..| 1,27 b 200 | 8,661 | 1,802,238 15,165 | 1,312,000 9,674
_ Railway sleepers_____ do_... dti 238 | 31, 519 39, 777 32, 921 10, 794 6, 654
13 (N o b [ BT tons._. -'-1. 470 | 312, 58T | 6, 918 523, 964 2,914 218, 146
Coppsaes W URICE T e pounds..! 1,848, 895 | 71,495 | 1,935,110 96,110 | 3,820,468 180, 055
Coffedarawlno i il doi-tT| 513,115 a6, 075 668, 029 114, 593 773,257 132, 623
Molassegsalia e, ) gallons..| 1,160, 757 96, 943 1, 345, 243 100,428 | 2, 017, 862 103, 443
Raw'goldi L.~ 7103 ounces__| 5,491 98, 803 6, 974 131. 870 | 5,434 98, 263
G oponttionl P SUEEaEe. gallons.__ 21, 804 | 17, 534 | 30, 394 30,601 | 18, 778 | 18, 620
VLolasouit- oo ¥t iy lous_-, 1,102 16,006 | 1, 268 20, 887 1,075 | 17,743
Rubher Ceminn pounds.__ 3,955 | 498 | 10, 752 7,179 34, 360 | 13,439
Hides and skins___ .--numher._ 8, 811 8, 758 ‘J 801 13, 341 7,917 | 9, 496
Tirme jaiea sl L0 gallons__| 9, 785 3,961 | 8,430 12,130 4, 974 | 7,156
Cattleliveidns o2 number__{ 391 7,220 | 514 14, 332 44 ‘ 018
AlTother 300 WA . COBSE R B e 63,344 | _._________ 70,168 | Sees bt iRl | 51,439
PotalE it o (PO T | 15,553, 377 : ____________ 14,242,069 |z e consunass 12, 249, 006
Reexports i (i Lol GRaan e LA 785, 564 s 785,330 | SR RN 874, 697
|

EXPORTS BY COUNTRIES

The United Kingdom and Canada are the leading markets for the
exports of British Guiana by reason of the preferential tariff treat-
ment, in accordance with the trade agreement. In 1926 the United
Kingdom took 38.1 per cent and Canada 35.3 per cent of the exports.
The United States purchased 7.7 per cent. The purchases of the
United States consist principally of bauxite and small quantities of
fruit juices, cacao, balata, and lumber. In 1926 the United States
purchased all the bauxite exported to the amount of $920,682, which
accounted for more than 95 per cent of our total purchwces Sugar
goes almost entirely to Canada and the United Kingdom, and dia-
monds to the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, and Belgium.

BritisHE GuiANA EXPorTS, BY COUNTRIES

|
1924 ‘ 1925 1926
Country : = |'— ==
Value | Per cent ‘ Value | Percent| Value Per cent
|

. $847 ;a_l 5.5 | $894,837 6.2 | $946,812 7.7

U nited States s s e e | 847,56 B ¥ - X
Unitod Kingdom . - - oo | 6,010,751 |  38.8 \ 6, 428, 402 45.2 | 4,665,224 38.1
P R L N " Y T | 6,734,551 | 43.3 | 4,040,095 28.4 | 4,325,583 35.3
Other British possessions_ - .- 523, 244 3.4 | 711, 455 5.0 385, 950 3.1
O ther conntries. oo - Lot 1, 407, 305 9.0 | 2, 158,270 15.2 | 1,925,437 15.8
o e o N A | 15,553,377 | 100.0 | 14,242,059 | 100.0 | 12,249,006 100.0

|

IMPORT TRADE

The loss of purchasing power in recent years resulting from un-
favorable local conditions is reflected in the dechmno purchases
abroad. Inasmuch as none of this loss was compensated for by
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increased output from national industry, the drop in the import trade
is a good gauge of market conditions. Proportionately, however,
the imports have not declined to the same extent as the exports.

The leading imports in the order of their importance in 1926 were
as follows: Flour, cotton piece goods, metal manufactures, ma-
chinery, meats, fresh and dried vegetables, tobacco, fish, bags and
sacks, petroleum oils, and soap. The imports, by commodities, are
shown in the following table:

IMPORTS INTO BRITISH GUIANA

1924 1925 1926

Article
Quantity Quantity Quantity

Food, drink, and tobacco:
Aerated and mineral water $14, 879 $12, 327 $14, 075
Beerand ale____.__.____gallons__ 114, 796 177,103 239, 384 230, 735

Biscuits, bread, and cake

196, 492 b1, 825 59, 825 227, 741 52,321
Butter d 602, 501 220,219 7 207, 652 553, 234 194,114
Butter substitute 85, 004 18,714 27,875 216, 437 35, 894
212,275 50,157 61, 442 229, 388 5a, 371
1 188, 373 | 31, 670 36, 6359 174, 085 28, 548
Conlectionery 73, 747 28, 532 92, 632 34,413 04, 050 34, 366

Fish—
482, T87 84,779 | 619,615 110,448 479, 691 04, 490
Smoked or dried ) |.
hundredweight__ 292, 675 . 322,778 236, 928
Prmtgandmutse il S-S0 to 2 64, 255 74, 400 69,412

Grain, pulse, and preparations—
132,053 | 5,180,351 142, 888 | 6, 286, 902 172, 890
1,185, 316 151,822 | 1,359, 509 184,492 478, 701
5,013,782 | 201,788 | 4,075,137 157,609 ; 4,835,292 189, 790
61, 529 60, 192 58, 670

Jams, jellies, and preserved : [

pounds.. 12,434 | 91,115 18, 829 111, 003 21,289
Lard and lard substitutes..do____| 337, 576 49, 513 363, 109 56, 560 350, 072 51, 759
Meats 374, 734 | 7 421, 684
Milk, condensed 2 305,215 | 114, B86 789, 495 5, | 160, 407
Oils, edible 7, 88 180, 728 243, 453 | 261 364 46, 35 233, 327
Sugar, refined______._____pounds__ 7 42,117 871,163 41, 401 ! 37, 966
Tobacco, leal dof=t- 65,114 390, 454 | 70, 624 al, 7 57, 710
Tobacco, manufactured____do____ 5 318, 041 202,409 | 331,802 280, 814
Vegetables, fresh and dried _do-- - 357,731 | 1,720,130 | 330,656 382, 130
Other 420, 654 | | 473,673 469, 353

[ 4, 551,446 | | 5,074,637 066, 744

Unmanufactured articles: ; |
Coal and coke 284, 396 | 271, 066 | 26, 362 209, 202
Lime 3 54, 076 66, 586 | 3,672 49, 637

274, 962 234, 477 | 1, 641, 269 291, 654

236, 252 | 255, 724 924, 002

98, 577 | 310, 667 175, 983

048, 263 1,138, 520 950, 478

Manufactured arficles: |
119, 490 299, 748 177, 863

51,105 | 43, 461 36, 929
x | 149,169 147, 846 155, 202
Bags and sacks, empty.__dozen__ 5 179, 373 255, 482 295, 199
Bags and trunks | 12, 782 18, 581 | 13,252
Books, printed [ g | 35, 993 38, 372 48, 482
Boots and shoes g | 273,027 265, 757 209, 827
Bricks and tiles ber__ i 36, 030 | 33, 858 : 12, 030
17, 245 16, 803 14, 650

5,409 5 8,414 6, 290

24, 055 | 26, 447 24, 355

barrels__ 93, 850 | 119, 136 91,913
Chemicals, n. e. s 59, 883 111, 005 61, 317
Chinaware, porcelain, etc 27,154 33, 576 28, 717
Cotton piece goods 1, 297, 191 1, 544, 213 1,154,977
Cotton, other manufactures t 4 215, 159

Arms, ammunition, and explo-
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IMpPorTE INTO BRrITISH GUIANA—Continued

1924 1825 1926
Article
| Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity | Value
Manufactured articles—Continued. | I
Cubleryzotatdis - agiaas ot ienie [Ereh et R E | e s e 313,322 |caaci oo $10, 680
Eleciric apparatus . —fooococteo oo 5 46,263 /- ot 43,477 | 27, 520
Glassiandiglassware. o oo i0- ol ot g ! A0 [ZSTREE SN oly23ds | =i 40, 572
Haberdashery and millinery. ____|___________ [ 211 5763:| S5EaSa e 213,084 | s cnees 85, 734
Handnvaress - Sout e b S e 1R6; 2| S=sa= 225,270 [Zoicite o 181, 798
Flatsiand bonmetsssotoocc i oibals e 106;h8B IS a = 120,283 |- . 90, 974
Hemp manufactures_ - __________.| _______.___ 3600); (S 25 SO =l 36, 912
Implements and tools_ .. _ . ___| _______.__ 100;33 52 o5 J08E 1047 288: [ 1 58 F T 80, 753
Leather and leather manufac-
tures, except boots and shoes__ | .....____. 20,583y SHE oSk 2904 IERaE T 24,222
Linen manufactures_.____________ [t 6,184 | To=s i tern T GRET | SR Ges 2,409
MAchinery, - oo TR A e [t 1,028,322 | oaei- 150023008 | S i gty 581, 723
Matches.___.___._gross of boxes.. 19, 436 23, 162 12, 986 12, 022 11, 530 12, 207
Meadicines gndidrimes s e | o oSt TALAAGH ] e o 1A1AT06: [ St nns A 150, 416
Metal manufactures. . ___________ o LI e A MG 7 | S SR BREL e e  IOE o, T L5 675, 769
Vusicaldnsiriments s ie Baiee s & l0E S e e N Y 22,025 | 1A B 26, 591
AN S Sy T S e | | S et | RS- s SE I 78, 407
Baper—iiie Noo s i MRS D el (S T AT 159869 | oo iie STRIRO5] I S N 170, 035
Plate and plated ware...________. SRARCT S| 17,302 |52t 2ok | 8RB0 L C T e 6, 869
RRubber manufactures. ... ... |.__________ 82, 926 | v b S A S 03, 428
Silk manufactures L. il . 88, 619 | [ B0V RT i |2 ERT 77,04
Boapi_Alecil . SR pounds_.| 2,056, 453 175, 213 209, 631 | 2, 405, 401 238, 572
Stationery other than paper.. .. _|--cocoo-—-. 28,270 | A M L S 32,334
Moys and eames: Sl =l e e s 31,632 | | 32,408 |-l 31,914
Wood and timber, manufactures | ... ____ 76,414 (106 gp61 LEE L TR T 108, 672
Wool manufactures_ . _ .. _|cccooaoooo. 151, 642 100,287 o s st t s 119, 597
O tHer s e R s S AT e S e T 1,672, 278 9230 0170 e sds it 891, 007
i B} 1] el TS e e e e e 7, 627, 038 7,693,934 | ... 6, 422, 466
Bulliom andispecie= -l - el s e 9, 384 212000 bz i et 17,117
Alllother'articles_ = - "= o0 -CC__tr = = |EEE s phir(ii s ] 42,3328 0 = 0 28, 047
| I |
Crand o faln . i SIEAR== [ - San b LR Al et 113, 460,483 /| 12, 474, 852
| |

TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES

According to United States figures, our trade with British Guiana
in 1926 was considerably below that of 1925. The actual returns do
not record a very marked decline in view of an unusual item—tin
imports valued at $233,188—which brings the total imports to a
somewhat higher level than in the preceding year and almost offsets
the decline in exports. Imports of bauxite, the principal item,
dropped about $51,000 in value, but imports of cacao and molasses
contributed relatively large increases.

The loss in our export trade in 1926 was distributed over practi-
cally all items in the trade, the only notable exceptions to the general
trend being bituminous coal, cooperage, electrical machinery, mine
cars, and fertilizers. The total trade figures presented in the follow-
ing tables of the trade of the United States with British Guiana do
not agree with those previously given from British Guiana sources.
This discrepancy results from the different statistical methods em-
ployed, as well as from the difference in valuation and other factors.
For instance, we include in our imports from British Guiana the
aforementioned imports of tin, which would be shown as a reex-
port in the British Guiana figures. Other irreconcilable differences
occur, such as in the imports of molasses. British Guiana figures
show no shipments of molasses to the United States in 1926, while
we show imports of over 1,000,000 gallons, and this is verified by
the declared export returns of the consulate at Georgetown.

726563—27T—3




16

The following table gives the details of our trade with British
Guiana in the past three years:

TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH BRITISHE GUIANA

|
‘ 1924 1925 1926
Articles [ T e
| Quantity i Value | Quantity Value Quantity | Value
IMPORTS | ' ,
CACHN - o S I pounds..| 22,045 $1, 836 7,722 | $842 | 141,012 | $24, 505
1 £ s e (e gallons..| 379,028 Al |l e e e T 1, 100, 000 41, 746
BRI o e o pounds. .| 15, 608 9,673 | 3, 500 3, 81 3, 960 2, 860
D IATHONOB S e carat. - 181 | 7,905 7| MRS [ T b
S bapy L O RO i tons..| 136,142 | 703,090 | 172,431 | 911,412 | 173,151 | 860,528
United States products returned . - B S = R T T WSS s ! 261091 TR S ] 22, 538
AN other-arpicless o 08  wwy {mmmmmm e 74 o E L e S e g O GV s = Al I 1253, 980
Total: o SAE I o oool|mnee SR 930, 962 |-—--—---—-- | 980,361 |---oooo.—- 1, 206, 157
EXPORTS
SRR e Tl o LBl B 3 {4 CT2 ) i oRIpIgIIET L T N 504
Pickled baal- -~ . Sear . pounds._| 1,248, 441 125,201 | 1,135, 895 119, 356 739,139 85, 064
Hams and shoulders. ... do-_.-| 128, 584 31, 241 145, 311 40, 161 130, 929 40, 907
Pickled pork - oot ofi vdo____| 787,272 92,119 976, 951 143, 706 615, 050 83, 557
Btter. o R . do-.-.i 59, 804 17, 821 59, 406 17,344 33, 217 10, 814
T S e dol___ 18, 460 2, 833 37,352 7,164 14, 688 2,722
o S e 1] 1T MR 1 ) 1 B2i005L et o e SRR R 41, 699
Cottonseed oil. ... - SEEEND pounds._ 11,913 1,343 700 112 412 70
Grains and preparations: ' |
Wheat flour--————_oco._. barrels.-- 2,401 | 17, 265 4, 566 | 37, 863 ‘ 2, 740 22, 944
A O e e 3 R b 20, 546 | 19, 647
Folatoas ot 22 = ----bushels.. 18, 097 17,178 | 16,125 | 15, 971 3, 900
Tobacco, leal. .- ----pounds-.| 373,051 63,157 | 385,401 | 64, 570 50, 538
Veratahla ol s L e A e |l 3 0o B D 432 273
Leather manufactures. .- ______ [t el 1d;dagi) = Soo oot | 18, 200 8, 644
Rubber and manufactures. - oo - oo ocoofomammemae e L e 19, 621 18, 104
Cotton cloths- - - square yards--| 499,064 71,709 | 657, 563 | 103, 583 90, 400
Cotton hose- o e dozen pairs-- 12, 007 20,244 | 13, 237 | 23, 931 24, 068
Cotton knit nnderwear-. - __. dozcn--l 7,255 21, 816 | 13, 083 i 3;, 046 25, 624
CooperaEe L i o 58 P SR e [ , 981 17, 630
Boards, planks, and scantlings | | | |
___________________________ M feet-- 1, 504 67, 089 1, 480 69, 326 | 60, 149
Paper and manufactures. ..--_._.___- ek | (TN et 12, 073 12,375
oAl Sofl A el P T8 30 S tons..| 16,352 | 93,522 15,493 79, 741 19, 378 97, 564
Gas and [uel oil gallons-_| 94, 257 12, 242 35, 290 ‘ 6, 238 66, 067 9, 697
Lubrieating oil - - —-_.__-______ do---- 74, 038 | 42, 707 73, 059 | 42, 687 87, 535 43, 658
Lubricating grease - ... pounds--| 129,801 10, 337 99, 452 8, 385 68, 633 6, 722
{\ron and steel manufactures.__.______ i LY R A R S e e ‘ 125 80T 2 0e - 22 SR 111,190
Machinery: i
U3 T i e e e 40, 20 o o a1, 3630 59, 885
Aprienlturaltde ctti . = od . 0 LT sl il 48:3467 | cSlooii 2o ¥ IRTasT - SN 19, 308
> Al other: e o i il Jord e R R e {1 2208040 o e oo 124, 625
/ehicles: | | [ |
Automobiles. ccoeeeeoal number-- 68 | 43,492 | 42 | 42 441 21 19,180
i[line 1;:ars_ ................ do---- 37 ‘ 10, (T}‘Lli | 20 | g 650 34 10, 500
ObHEr = e e e ! a7, s el et | y L3 G SRR B DS T 5,293
Brass, bronze, and copper------..._-- ‘ ........... I SR B ) e e | s e R 11, 817
Pigments, paints, varnishes. ......--|-——————_.__ B Ll R ! 8089 |ELE 2= 2n s 7,251
Shoe polish. - ... _—._..______pounds.-.| 75,304 | 12, 827 83, 765 ‘ 14,186 | 26, 742 11,190
Farfilizers o o e tons--| 1561 9, 661 300 18,425 | 995 59, 424
]Cixplosives ___________________________ e ' 1 DS ) e RS ‘ 14: {1 b R R = e 2 9: 276
Henicals iof s i s ot s 3 By e b Gl e a e 41, 944
Musiealinstruments-co—oioc s Ll o (e 107856 | =2 2cooSa =2 9,072
Toys and sporting go0dS . - ccceccammcfomamacaeoan | (29| s 12016 -aaici = 1,192
All other domestic exports. .. s aame | AR s s [ b b o e e | 287,486
_ Total domestic expOrts —-~---nu|ooeze o | 1,545,114 | oo AT OEAE A7 (RS0 R | 1,568,207
Exports of foreign merchandise |- ____ | F¥ragppadlis - s | 15,835 e ] 13, 337

1 The large increase in ** All other articles’ in 1926 is accounted for by imports of tin
to the amount of $233,188, a reexport from British Guiana.

DISTRIBUTION OF IMPORT TRADE

The share of the United States in the import trade of British
Guiana in the past three years has averaged about 15 per cent.
The United Kingdom and Canada together furnish between 70 and
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75 per cent of the total, the former supplying about 47 per cent in
1926 and the latter about 24 per cent. This leaves only about 10
per cent to other countries, and half of that is made up of imports
from British possessions. The imports from “ other countries” come
mostly from Europe, the Netherlands and Germany being the leading
sources of supply. In the following table the imports by countries,
with percentages, for the past three years are given:

BRriTIsH GuUIANA IMPORTS, BY COUNTRIES

1924 1925 1926

Counfry e | — TTETN
Value Per cent Value Per cent Value Per cent

L | Bl b |
Unifedigbates- o e o $1, 891, 511 ! 14.3 | $2 144, 315 | 15.4 | $1,900,762 15.2
AN R T O e e 7,116,072 54.0 | 7,388,492 52,9 | 5,911,406 47.4
Chuacdg=sy i Tipbe e T Ch e S 2,671,177 | 20.3 | 2, 877,169 20.6 | 2, 961,310 23.7
Other British possessions____________ 783, 467 | 6.0 716, 304 5.1 768, 760 6.2
Othericountrigss ey tagera - =1 709, 671 5.4 334, 204 6.0 932, 614 7.5
L e o ot o il gl | 13,171, 898 100.0 | 13,960,483 | 100.0 | 12,474, 852 ' 100.0

One of the major causes of the very low percentage of the import
trade held by the United States is found in the various trade agree-
ments concluded with Canada, under which the products of the
latter country enjoy preferential treatment in customs, also ex-
tended to the United Kingdom. In the fiscal years 1910-11 and
1911-12, however, before the original preferential agreement was
negotiated, the share of the United States in the import trade of
British Guiana was only 27 per cent. The principal change since
the conclusion of the convention has been in the proportion of the
trade enjoyed by Canada, which has increased from 8 per cent for
the two-year average before the adoption of the original agreement
to 23.7 per cent in 1926. What percentage of Canadian trade is
represented by goods manufactured by United States factories estab-
lished in Canada, it is impossible to determine.

In the 1912 agreement a limited number of products were given a
mutual preference of 20 per cent. Subsequently, in 1920, a new
convention was negotiated, which superseded the more limited agree-
ment then in force, under which the list of products enjoying pret-
erence was greatly extended and the amount of preference allowed
Canadian products in British Guiana was increased to 50 per cent,
with certain exceptions. Dissatisfactions with the latter agreement
led to a revision in 1925. While important provisions relating to
steamship services were incorporated in this most recent treaty,
the preferences accorded Canadian products imported into British
Guiana remained essentially the same. The new pact became effec-
tive April 20, 1927, but the new duties were actually put into opera-
tion in March, 1927, and the benefits, as in previous treaties, were
automatically extended to the United Kingdom.

The preferential treatment accorded to the products of the United
Kingdom and Canada has made 1t difficult for the United States to
compete in many lines on a price basis and, as British Guiana is
largely a price market, this has been the determining factor in the
placement of many orders in Canada and in the United Kingdom.
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Tt is interesting to note, however, that the average percentage of the
total imports supplied by the United Kingdom for the two years
immediately preceding the original agreement was 50 per cent,
whereas in 1926 it was less than that or, to be exact, 47.4 per cent.
While the United Kingdom undoubtedly benefited in certain lines,
on the whole it has just about maintained its share of the trade.

Canadian competition has been keen in some lines in which Canada
is in a particularly favorable competitive position, and in a few
products Canada controls the market. Canadian competition comes
chiefly in foodstuffs and in some manufactured products, such as
boots and shoes, motor cars, cement, and rubber manufactures. In
manufactured goods the leading competitor is the United Kingdom,
and practically the only lines in which the United States predomi-
nates are hosiery, typewriters, certain classes of machinery, motor-
car parts, and electrical apparatus. We furnished more than 99 per
cent of the leaf tobacco in 1926, but this item is excluded from the
trade agreement, although the preferential rate has been 10 cents a
pound under the general rate. Some of the loss in trade is attribu-
table, of course, to other factors. For instance, in 1910-11 and
1911-12 the United States furnished all of the illuminating oil
imported, but, with the development of the petroleum industry in
the near-by island of Trinidad, British Guiana has drawn the bulk
of its supplies from that source. In a few lines, notably wearing
apparel and butter, our percentage of the trade was greater in 1926
than in the years immediately preceding the first discriminatory
agreement.

GEORGETOWN

Greorgetown, situated just inside the mouth of the Demerara River,
on the eastern bank, is the chief port. The channel approach over the
bar varies in depth from 9 to 20 feet and has a minimum breadth of
3 cables (about 2,000 feet). The harbor has five wharves, varying in
length from 240 to 380 feet, which are used by ocean steamers. The
depth alongside varies from 14 to 20 feet, and ship’s gear is used in
loading and discharging cargo. The harbor also has a dry dock 230
feet long, 200 feet on blocks, 40 feet wide at the entrance, and 9 feet 6
inches on the sill.

Georgetown has a number of important firms which handle the
bulk of the import trade, and these houses usually canvass the entire
country. New Amsterdam, the only other town of importance, is
usually supplied by firms in the capital, and a number of George-
town houses have branches there. h

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

~ The rivers and canals form the principal means of transportation
in the Colony, supplemented by limited rail and road facilities. The
rivers form the highways of communication to the interior and are
used for the movement of workers and supplies to the mines and for
the shipment of timber and balata. The canals in the sugar areas
serve the twofold purpose of irrigation and transportation of sugar

cane and supplies for the mills.
Public transportation is handled through the Colonial Transport
Denartment and by a private company, Sprostons (Ltd.). The for-
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mer operates several steamers, launches, and ferries on the rivers and
along the coast. The private cu::unpamr operates a steamboat service
f‘rom Georgetown to Wismar, on the Demerara River, and a launch
from there to the upper reaches of the same river.

The total railroad mileage of British Guiana is slightly more than
100, of which all but 26 miles are along the coast. Of this total, 79
miles are operated by the Colonial Transport and 1814 by Sprostons
(Ltd.). In addition, there are 9 miles of narrow-gauge road on
sugar plantations. Of the Colonial Transport tracka"e 601, miles
is from Georgetown to Rosignol, on the Berbice River opposme New
Amsterdam, and 1814 miles “from Vreed-en- -Hoop, on the west bank
of the Demerara River, to P arika, on the coast at the mouth of the
Essequibo River. The railroad opemted by Sproston’s (Ltd.) runs
from Wismar, 65 miles south of Georgetown on the Demerara River,
to Rockston, on the east bank of the Essequibo. Several 1)10]_)0:3{11‘:
have been advanced for the construction of a railroad from the coast
o the diamond fields in the interior, but up to the present no definite
steps have been taken for the accomplishment of this project. For a
more detailed survey of the railroads of the Guianas, reference may
be had to Trade Promotion Series No. 39, “ Railways of South Amer-
ica, Part IL.” Copies of this bulletm can be obtained from the Goy-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, D. C., or from the district
offices of the Bureau of I*mewn and Domestic Commerce for 85
cents.

Highway facilities are not developed to any great extent. The
total 11‘111030'0 of roads is reported by the Government at about 450
miles, moqtly short stretches. Of these the main system comprises
270 miles and the branch roads the remainder. Of the total mileage,
300 is stated to be suitable for motor traflic. In addition there are
about 400 miles of trails, the largest, the Rupununi cattle trail,
having a length of 182 miles.

Motor-bus 1 transportation has made some progress in recent years,
but the lines over which the busses operate have brought them into
direct competition with the Government railway. Consequently, as
the Government has seen fit to protect the operation of the railroad,
the development of bus lines has been somewhat hampered. Pro-
tection to the electric-car service in Georgetown has been given by
the Government through the enactment of an ordinance prohibiting
competition by busses From all points within an area extending 440
yards from both sides of its entire track.




SURINAM

Surinam, or Dutch Guiana. which lies between British Guiana on
the west and French Guiana on the east, has an area of about 54,000
square miles. Like British Guiana, the country is divided geo-
graphically into a coastal strip, a zone of savannahs, and a forest
region. The coast line is about 240 miles in extent and the chief
port is Paramaribo, the capital.

The five principal rivers, all of which flow northward to the sea,
are the Corentyne, which forms the boundary between Surinam and
British Guiana; the Maroni. separating Surinam from French
Guiana; and the Coppename. the Saramacca, and the Surinam.
The Corentyne is navigable for about 70 miles and for small vessels
up to 150 miles. The Surinam and Maroni are also navigable for a
considerable distance. The Nickerie River runs a westerly course
through the coastal plain and empties into the Corentyne near the
mouth of the latter. These rivers, together with the numerous
creeks and canals, form the most customary avenues of transporta-
tion. The country has one railroad, the Lawa, which extends from
Paramaribo to Macami, on the Surinam River, and from the opposite
bank of the river to Dam. The line is 107 miles in length and is
owned and operated by the Colonial Government. The Colony has
few improved roads, the better ones being near the capital.

POPULATION, LABOR, AND LIVING CONDITIONS

The population is variously estimated at from 120,000 to 140,000.
The approximate division ot the population. using the smaller figure,
is as follows: Negroes, 56,500; British East Indians, 32,000; Dutch
East Indians (Javanese), 20.000: native Indians, 9.000; Chinese,
1,500 : and Europeans, 1,000.

As in the neighboring colony of Britishh Guiana, the two requisites
for development of the resources of the country are capital and popu-
lation. The importation of negro slaves was abolished in 1863, and
at present the laboring element is made up principally of indentured
laborers from British India and Java. Unskilled laborers are im-
ported on contracts made through the Government and receive about
25 cents per day, with free housing and medical attention. Unin-
dentured laborers receive from 25 to 40 cents per day.

The climate is tropical, but the heat 1s tempered by the trade winds
throughout most of the year. Health conditions are not particularly
satisfactory, and the country suffers from the usual tropical diseases.
The recent drought brought out the need of an assured water supply,
for at present reliance is placed on rain water caught on the roofs
and stored in tanks. Paramaribo has a few wells, but the water 1s
of inferior quality and is used only in times of drought. Monengo,
a mining town on the Cottica River, uses river water which is run
through a purification process and stored in tanks for use. No city
has a sewerage system.

(20)
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INDUSTRIES

Agriculture 1s the leading industry, and the products raised and
the conditions under which they are grown are similar to those in
British Guiana. Sugar is the most valuable crop and annually con-
tributes the greatest share of the exports. The industry has suffered
from the same adverse conditions which affected the industry in
British Guiana in recent years, viz, the drought and low prices.
The production for the past five years has been as follows: 1922,
11,924 tons; 1923, 11,787 tons; 1994, 9,885 tons; 1925, 16,612 tons,
and 1926, 13,000 fons (estlmated) Molasses and rum are also pro-
duced for local consumption and export.

Coffee 1s the second most important crop, and production in 1926
amounted to 26,560 bags of 100 kilos, as compared with 32438 in

1925, 16,815 in 1924, 28,239 in 1923, and 25 ,860 1n 1922. The cacao
oulput has recorded a radical drop, production being reported as fol-
lows, 1n bags of 100 kilos: 1922, 15 600; 1923, 11, 606 1924, 7.979;
1925, 4,038. Figures of production in 19 96 are not avall‘lble but the
output was less than in 1925. Greater attention has been mven to the
cultivation of cotton in recent years and the output has increased,
although the total is not very large. Production in 1926 amounted to
62,300 kilos and the L,\p01t- increased considerably. Exports in
1925 were 9,926 kilos and in 1926, 22,102 kilos. Other agricultural
products which appear in the 9\]101‘[ trade are rice, cottonseed oil,
coconut oil, vegetables, maize, and fruits. In 1924, the latest year
for which statistics are available, the production of maize was 22,404
bags of 100 kilos and of rice 180,129 bags.

FOREST PRODUCTS

Surinam has great timber resources, but up to the present tinie
no systematic effort at exploitation has been made. The areas ex-
ploited are mainly along the rivers, where the wood can be easily
transported to market. Balata is the most important forest product,
and this is regularly exported. Exports dropped from 687 tons in
1925 to 470 metric tons in 1926, and in the early months of 1927
indications pointed to still gr eater declines in production, owing to
the lack of demand. Approximately 2,000 men are employed in
the balata industry and, aside from market conditions, gathering
operations have been seriously hampeled in the past two years by
the drought.

MINING INDUSTRY

The two minerals of commercial importance are gold and bauxite.
While formerly gold was the more important, the production has
steadily declined, “and in 1926 only 250,656 grams were exported, as
compar ed with 265,487 in 1925. The aver age annual production from
1876 to 1920 was 754,000 grams, whereas production since that time
has been as follows: 1921, 351, ,000; 1922, 373,600; 1923, 396,000;
1924, 322,700 ; and 1925 .308,)00 omms Opel ations ale canled on 111
much the same manner as in Brifish Guiana.

At present the most important mineral exploited is bauxite, the
production and exportation of this product being of recent deveIOp-
ment. The supply of this metal, as in British Gmana, lies near the
surface and is obtained by open pit mining. The Surinam Bauxite
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Co. was organized in 1917 to exploit the bauxite deposits, but
in 1920 operations were suspended because of the unsatisfactory
state of the metal market, and were not resumed until 1922. Since
then work has prowressed on improving the facilities of extraction
and exportation has commenced. All exports go to the United
States, shipments in 1926 amounting to 46,454 tons and in 1925 to

86,826 tons.
FOREIGN TRADE

The foreign trade of Surinam in 1926 did not maintain the increase
which occurred in 1925 and despite a gain of 5 per cent in imports,
the total trade was 9 per cent below that of 1925. The figures of the
colony’s trade for the years 1921 to 1926 in Dutch florins and in dol-
lars, converted at the average rate of exchange for the year, are as
follows :

FOREIGN TRADE OF SURINAM

[ Imports Exports
| Average
Year | exchange i ‘ ‘
. Florins | Dollars Florins Dollars
| i
1921 2= VATNRw vy oo W Bl e W | $0.3365 | 13, 150, 025 4,424, 983 6,562,014 | 2,208,118
10! 2 (I S i O el (Y e MR S T | .3850 | 10, 563, 579 4, 066, 878 5, 688, 370 | 2, 190, 022
Lt SRl TEL, IFST D T DT A T LR | . 3910 7, 855, 161 3,071, 368 8,388,338 | 3,279,840
3 {1102 NI BRI T | B S e Ry Sy | . 3821 7, 496, 453 2, B64, 395 | 7,400, 441 | 2, 831, 147
i LI ) P gl Ly 0 4 o e U T e L B [ .4016 9 474, 161 3,804,823 | 9,932, 306 3, 088, 814
3 (1 AT T (R I T Y 1| e 0 (T T T .4010 9, 095, 444 ‘ 4,008,173 | T, G'Iﬂ, 508 | 3, 07.). 874

1 Figures for 1926 were furnished in dollars and the conversion was made to florins.

The leading exports are sugar, balata, coffee, bauxite, cacao, and
gold. The Netherlands is the principal market, followed by the
United States, the former taking 67 per cent of the exports in
1926 and the latter about 9 per cent. In 1925 the percentage taken
by the United States amounted to 18 per cent. The value of all
important exports, with the exception of coffee, was less in 1926 than
In the previous year. In the absence of complete figures for 1926,
the following table of preliminary statistics showmcr the leqdmg
exports, by quantltle-;. with comparable figures for 1924 and 1925, is
presented :

LEADING EXPORTS OF SURINAM

Product - 1924 1925 1926

7,658,701 | 13,973,740 | 10,236, 620
555, 642 687, 415 470, 092
739, 514 817,968 129, 221

2,226,649 | 1,893,072
226, 686 269, 647 147, 419

39, 425 95, 833 102,111
60 l 79,330 87,910
207, 649 269, 023 202, 076
97, 500 | 146, 730
315, 638 265, 487
60,031 | 86, 826
1 129, 828
None. | 9,936 |
None. | 7,700
) 198, 378
57, 500 49, 997
504 652

1 Not comparable.
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The Netherlands is the leading country in supplying the import
trade, with the United States second, these two countries enjoying
the bulk of the import business. The share of the United States in
the import trade amounted to 39 per cent in 1926. Large quantities
of goods are shown in the annual import statistics as imported from
British Guiana, but this represents largely transshipment of goods
originating in other countries. The lcadlnfr imports are flour, meats,
dry goods and clothing, machinery, miner al oils, fish, dairy products,
and tobacco. A Varlety of other products is imported, and the
market is similar to that of British Guiana, although the demand
for foreign merchandise is more limited. Per capita imports were
about $33 in 1926.

TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES

Surinam is the only one of the three Guianas to which our exports
were greater in 1926 than in 1925. Exports were larger by $367,586,
or 36 per cent, but, on the other hand, our 1mpoxts from Surmam
dropped about 51 per cent. The latter loss is largely accounted for
by reduced imports of bauxite, balata, crude rubber, and cacao.

The increase in our exports was largely the result of greater ship-
ments of wheat flour, iron and steel manufacturers, and machinery,
although increases also occurred in a number of other items. De-
tailed h(ruu,s of our trade with Surinam for the years 1924 to 1926
are given in the following table:

TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH SURINAM

| 1924 1925 | 1926
Articles = o ‘
Quantity | Value | Quantity 5 Value |Quantity| Value
IMPORTS
Hidegandigkins. .. i _ e TIOTLEI ]S R | _____________________ | 4 vl 8 B 16, 283 $10, 441
Vegetable Wwax. oo ocoe oot doi Tl Toli s Wt T3 R L N 88, 184 26, 000
RO L R do_-__| 1,249, QL:N} 98,306 | 1,575,426 | $163,735 521, 023 66, 729
Goffess ottt N ey do__._.| 514, 536 81, 267 205, 249 | 43, 571 118, 707 25, 196
b S R e L G e L e e s T R I e e I el L
Craderubheer o re it e 3 L N e e | 108, 000 | 80,017 | 22, 689 | 13, 151
Balatai et o N Rt do.__.| 189,763 | 143,176 150,784 | 136,215 | 24,421 | F 16, 564
Bauxite, oo St e e tons__ 47, 844 156, 681 86, 158 287, 032 48, 643 | 153,452
United States productsreturned. .. ____\___________ R Bl B b ANt o | 14,394
AlYotherarticles = zas. bosunite LU ISR 11,264 |20 02020 23, 770/|-2CEC TR | 34,02
i A et S D e SN TSN 013, 0500|es 7435175 - e | 360,856
EXPORTS [
Bickletibenfr——-cr———r—a pounds._| 1,106,156 | 109,047 | 1, 068, 550 120, 241 | 995, 760 121, 563
Hams and shoulders.____________ do__.. 77,195 13, 347 100, 713 22, 667 62, 718 17,191
Piekled= o rkeasssa-s= s i do____| 204,025 27,073 | 175,414 29, 563 88, 159 16, 656
FCigHi A T E o e 0Ll ORI S Sl Yl T SR LRI s e 133 2 n| S EERERER 14,193
Grains and preparations: : | -
Wheat - lour: oo e o barrels_ . 32, 078 193, 520 31, 231 250, 274 35, 608 265, 705
Bread and biscuits._..____ pounds._ _ 92, 181 5, 817 99, 495 9,024 60, 952 6,152
AT otHARY, SRRSO BT 6,314 b Siigic I 19 oA s setaala 18, 806
Veeatableolise DERNTE Tl W LIFE ot L 19,464 | ._______ | 20 22() | 11,108
Teaf tobaceo - ca2oc i ioii_ = pounds_ _‘ 130, 644 23,382 | 157,372 26,3556 | 142, 616 22, 143
Cigarettes. o thousands__ 3, 689 11, 613 | 4, 956 15,194 6,195 16, 580
LDy oA e e Al 14, 130 o4 e ey T4, h83 |[Loece —iolls 22: 309
Cottonecloth-. - ____ square yards.__ 225, 241 41,452 | 479, G621 73,995 | 587, 766 79, 596
Cotton, g1l ofher. . e it {5 Wi E LA e e DT dsiar e e 38 413
Boards, planks, and scantlings.M feet__ &6 2,278 | 405 19793 et i oS T
Qoalssoltss oot et e tons__ 2, 601 12, 249 2,434 11, 787 5, 040 25,173
(ashlNpC i o s gallons__ 45,410 10, 535 86, 010 21, 762 77,799 15, 529
IMuminatingoil .. % do..._| 255,760 44, 289 325, 000 56,611 | 242, 983 52, 701
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TrADE OoF THE UNITED STATES WITH SURINAM—Continued

1924 1925 1926
Articles
Quantity ‘ Value | Quantity Value |Quantity| Value
Iron and steel manufactures_ .- | ... j S0, 280 = e $RZgA% [SooT T $137, 631
Brass, bronze, and copper manufactures_|.....____._ . S ey L I AUODR: | S T-Ches i1 20,301
Machinery: |
Flectricald Aciidntl oL -5t oS abis liak A hd it ‘ 2686 sk . 20,389 1L iIe sk 47,183
Aprenitaral e o Sl i 970 |2 e 4 073 | = cmcmaans 19, 998
Alltptherts S R T e | O3 b |2 T 112062t 260, 042
Vehicles:
Automobiles. . _._._.____. number. . 7 ‘ 4, 884 6 3, 834 19 11, 810
AdifptHar=siisy & wihagSahr 1 NitT il dx S E i3 o) bl L et 8 oo Al _LLIE T 3,334
Hxplosives e 0. TR R I S R ‘ AL o) IS T i ol 1Y) T [CSE LT 3,415
BhemicalsTEaTalRin. L ELC T FRISAESER TR WITE S vy g | oo Dy b | e et 17, 940
All other domestic exports. ... oo ooooo|oooeoaoo | D EGROH e 188, 685/ |occacaoos 303, 251
Total domestic exports. .- .—._|...________ ‘ oRg e fEL I Sieam 1201187 |- i 1, 568, 723
Exports of foreign merchandise______.__| __________ | ] 20 | N il T3 EE Y | I S 9,212

PARAMARIBO, THE COMMERCIAL CENTER

Paramaribo is the capital and the only city of commercial impor-
tance in Surinam. It is situated on the west bank of the Surinam
River, 10 miles from its mouth and has a population of about 40,000.
All of the export and import trade is handled through Paramaribo,
but the trade is naturally on a small scale and the wholesale busi-
ness is not large. Some of the retailers are accustomed to importing
merchandise direct. The towns, other than Paramaribo, are small
and of little commercial importance.



FRENCH GUIANA

French Guiana is the easternmost, the smallest, and the least
important of the Guianas. The )hysmal features of the country
do not differ materially from those of the other Guianas. The
country is well watered by numerous streams, all of which run in
a northerly direction and, as in the newhbormcr colonies, furnish
the principal means of tlanspmtatmn “The one railroad in the
country, owned by the penal settlement, runs between St. Laurent
and St. Jean, a distance of 12 1{110111eters, but it 1s not generally used
for public tmnqpmtatlon The mileage of improved roads is small.

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION

The population of the colony is about 50,000, or less than 2 persons
per square mile for the estimated area of 32,000 square miles. This
estimate does not include the penal colony. The settled population
is along the coastal strip, but a large number of gold diggers,
Indians, and unconfined convicts are scattered throughout the
interior. Cayenne, the capital, has about 13,500 inhabitants, and
the total population of the communes in the coastal territory is
about 30,000. Cayenne is the only city of commercial importance.
The 1111pmt111rr houses in this city supply the demand for foreign
merchandise, but the volume of trade is not large, as the inhabitants
are compmatlvely few and purchasing power is Tow.

Labor is scarce and the available Supply is not very satisfactory.
Slavery was abolished in 1849 and with 1t went the established
agricultural industry which, up to the present, has not been revived.
An adequate supply of labor and capital is essential before any
development of the rich natural resources is possible.

INDUSTRIES

Agriculture has retrograded fto a point of little importance in the
economic life of the Colony. Not over 9,000 acres are under culti-
vation at present, and only a very small quantity of agricultural
products is exported. The leIlClp‘ll agricultural products are cacao
and sugar. Maize, tobacco, manioc, vegetables, and fruits are grown
for local consumptlon The oold industry is the most 1mportant in
the Colony and has dominated its economic life, as most of the avail-
able labor is employed in its extraction. While gold deposits are
found throughout the country, exploitation has been profitable only
in certain scattered areas. The extraction has been largely the result
of individual effort, and the workers lead a hard life from which the
returns are very modest. Large-scale operations have not been suc-
cessful up to the present. The ‘construction of a railroad to the fields
to facilitate the movement of workers, supplies, and equipment, would
render operations more profitable, but, so far, only plans for such a
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railroad have been prepared and its construction is not an immediate
prospect. Kxports of gold in 1924 amounted to 1,201,664 grams,
valued at 12,016,640 francs, or about $629.300.

Forestal products contribute a large share of the exports, rose-
wood essence and balata being the important items. Rosewood
essence 1s obtained from a tree (Zica?"z'a guianensis), which is found
scattered throughout the Colony. Its extraction has proved profitable
and the industry expanded considerably since the first factory was
started about 1900. Exports of this ploduct amounted to 86,425
kilos valued at 12,963,750 francs (about $678,110) in 1924. Balata
is the third important export, and f:hlpments amounted to 468,190
kilos in 1924, valued at 11,236,560 francs (about $588,460).

The raising of livestock has received but slight attention, although
an abundance of good pastoral lands are available. Some meat is
produced for local consumption but practically no dairy products
are, butter and cheese being imported mainly from France.

Manufactures are principally the extraction of rosewood essence
and rum distillation. The Colony has several ice factories, and a
few articles, such as bricks, pottery, baskets, etc., are produced on a
small scale for local consumption.

FOREIGN TRADE

Statistical data on French Guiana are difficult to obtain. and
figures of the foreign trade in recent years are not available. The
following table presents the imports and exports from 1913 to 1923,
the ldt(‘bt year for which fioures are obtainable.

ForeieN TRADE oF FRENCH GUIANA

| [
[ | Average ‘ Average

Year Imports | Exports | rateof |[| Year Imports Exports rate of

| | exchange | | exchange

|
—f— ]l . BN | S
Francs | Francs | || ' Francs Francs

1013 — i1 12,494, 765 | 12, 222, 537 $0. 193 1919 AL IS | 18, 698, 716 17,092,959 | $0.13682

1914 = 10, 773, 916 10, 215, 129 .193 l b B, | 40, 403, 823 42, 674, 734 . 0704
TG 10,171,597 | 11,371,905 J1708 || 1921000000 | 48,150,967 | 23,144,060 . 07455
1G] G e NN 10, 779, 989 11 148, 601 | 3 (1022 e | 33, 545, 645 27, 546, 319 . 08201
1017555 =G 11, 972, 900 13, 146, 615 | 140U 39235 = s 41, 740, 540 32, 847, 304 . 06081

19185 o= ot 15,308,526 | 15,321, 607 | .1780 | |

France 1s the leading market for the products of the colony and
takes about 80 per cent of the total. Great Britain and the United
States are the second and third largest purchasers, respectively.
France also leads in supplying the imports, furnishing more than
half of the total. The United States is second in the import trade,
with about 20 per cent. The leading imports are flour and other

cereal products, wines and liquors, te\tlles and animal products.

TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES

Imports into the United States from French Guiana in 1926 were
over 35 per cent less than in the previous year. The loss was in essen-
tial oils and balata, and the relatively large imports of cacao, which
appeared for the first time in three years, were not sufficient to malke
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up the deficit. Exports to French Guiana were also 40 per cent lower
than in 1925. The only increase worthy of note was in illuminating
oils, which increased from 91,000 g allons, valued at $15,968, to 124, 400
gallons, worth $23,995. The ‘details of our trade with Fr ench Guiana
for the past three years are presented in the following table:

TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH FRENCH GUIANA

| |
‘ 1924 i 1925 1926
Articles | == =
| Quantity| Value | Quantity| Value | Quantity| Value
IMPORTS
Gaca0 cs e Rass s S el e Tl i1 (s Fom i ot 2t S [ RO NE O | .................... 225,000 | $37,055
12 o) | IS e R e R S A do-._-| 537,600 | $42,000 | ________________________________________
Coffép Zacica el oo do---- 34, 000 8,453 i 1,175 $178 2,706 516
Balata sttt oo e e do=—of: 68, 187 40, 427 48, 176 26,022 16, 672 7,515
[HENeNfial 0] RSN oo do___-| 15,206 o4, Hol = 70, 524 7, 586 16, 234
United States products returned - ________|__________ e 250 | semome ol 6456
Adliotherartialest ¥ 2r e 30 TR T T PR e SRS e W S 8100 0NN A 3, 670
e R SR P ST ot ) e I B ] | 103,124 | 65, 635
EXPORTS ' | '
Meats: l
Pidklod heele o o 2T pounds._| 328,975 36,102 | 371,325 | 43,403 | 209,970 27, 251
A1 oT:) A P PR S e S S S (D0d et 21, 180 LoE s A0 20,342 Lo e Ie 6, 601
BUbtars o e e pounds. - 2,200 654 | 4, 300 15835 L S N T o S
Lard e AR 8 NI T S IRL SRR L(E do-___ 51,172 8,363 | 20,817 | 4,512 3, 300 948
Cottonseed 0il8 .t oo s oo e do_._.| 64,643 8,550 | 51,060 6, 359 750 125
Grains and preparations: [
Wheat-Homt BRI 000 Crres barrels-.| 10,768 ( 68,795 10,901 | 87,468 , 6,080 45, 232
AT otheres | ooas o W Ll S Sl sy | 3867 R e s T 1,794
LECTN ] o (1o pa i S - RS LY pounds__ 41, 263 8, B75 51,154 | 10,501 51, 629 9, 201
INuminating oils - .- ______. gallons..| 122,670 | 21,462 91,000 | 15,968 | 124,400 23 995
A 01 o el ) Y e e S e e o e e R O B s | o [S2EE SIS 1, 831
Iron and steel, total ... ... __ o et e LR ! O e | 2t Al | SSSRSEREIT 2, 870
Vielelesstotalse oie o orraa o o ' Oy 0228 oo T ol R/ [Restmi e e 7,154
(Ghemieals; totals arictol it nin o e e ais e i ) Jih e S | i Pl et S 415
All other domestic exports - --------—w-o|oomommmm 30,1824 o 2 | 35902 |-ccooo-2 22, 285
Total domesticexports._ .- _:.i-c ol .- _i.. | 240,866 |-oo o 250, GAONSESIE o iNE 149, 702
Exports of foreign merchandise_—-- - feomnoenens S Y R ERT 0Ll e 920
| |

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE GUIANAS

Language—English is used exclusively in British Guiana, and
while Dutch is the language of Surinam, most of the merchants
read English. French is the language of French Guiana.

Banks and. credit terms. —Buchvs Bank and the Royal Bank of
(Canada, in British Guiana; the Surinaamsche Bank, Nederlandsche
Handel "\Lmtuchmpy, and C. Kenten & Co. in Paramaribo; and the
Banque Colonial de la Guyane in Cayenne. The usual credit terms
are 30 to 60 days, but credit is extended only to firms whose standing
has been carefully investigated. Credit reports are obtainable from
banks or mercantile aﬂ'encws in the United States or from the local
banks, IH(]llll'leb to the latter preferably being handled through the
inquirer’s bankers in the United States.

Currency.—In British Guiana the standard unit is the dollar, worth
4 shillings and 2 pence, and at par is approximately equal to the
United States dollar. In Surinam, Dutch currency is used, the unit
being the florin, quoted at apprommately par, or $0.402. The cur-
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rency in French Guiana is based on the French unit, the franc, at
par worth $0.193, but at present approximately $0. 0392.

Weights and measures—British imperial weights and measures
are used in British Guiana and the metric system in Surinam and
French Guiana.

Advertising—The newspapers and periodicals are the principal
advertising mediums. Posters, billboards, and motion-picture slides
are little used, and the high rate for electric current prohibits the
use of electric signs. The publications of British Guiana, with their
circulation, as reported by the annual Bluebook, are as follows:
Daily Chronicle, 2,000 to 5,000, according to the day of the week;
Daily Argosy, 8,500 to 5,000; New Daily Chmmcle 5,000. Each of
these papers publish a fortnightly mail edition of about 1 ,000 copies
each The Tribune, a weekly publication, has a cir culation of about

700 and the Commercial Review (monthly) about 1,000.

The Dutch-language newspapers of Surinam are De West, semi-
weekly, circulation about 1,200; Surinam, semiweekly, circulation

about 1,200; and De Surinamer, aelnmeekiy, circulation about 900.
The New Paramaribo Times is an English publication with a circula-
tion of about 100.

French Guiana has four privately owned papers with a circula-
tion of not over 400 copies each. The Government also publishes
a monthly journal, which has a circulation of about 200 copies.

C'ommercial travelers—Information on canvassing the Guianas has
recently been published in Trade Information Bulletm No. 491,
“Travel Routes and Costs in Caribbean Countries.” Copies are
avallable for 10 cents each from the Superintendent of Documents,
Washington, D. C., or from the district offices of the Bureau of
Foreign and Domestic Commerce located throughout the United
States. More detailed information is contained in the Commercial
Travelers’ Guide to Latin America, Miscellaneous Series No. 89,
copies of which are for sale at $1.25.

Mails and telegraphs—First-class postage from the United States
to British Guiana is 2 cents per ounce or fraction and to Surinam
and French Guiana 5 cents. Packages weighing up to 11 pounds
may be sent to any of the Guianas by parcel post at the rate of $0.14
a pound or fraction.

British Guiana has 74 post offices and 46 telegraph offices, accord-
ing to the 1925 statistics. In the same year the Colony had 570
miles of telegraph wire, 364 miles of telephone trunk lines, and 3,391
miles of wire in telephone exchange areas. There are four wireless
stations controlled by the Government.

The latest statistics for French Guiana are for 1923, when the
number of telegraph offices was nine and the mileage of wire 205.
The number of telephones in use was 117, with 941 miles of wire.
The mileage of telephone wire in Dutch Guiana in 1924 was reported
as 632.

Shipments to the Guianas—The division of foreign tariffs of the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has preparecl complete
data on documents, consular invoices, packing, marking, entry,
warehousing, etc., required on shipments to the Guianas and is
prepared to furnish such information on request.
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American consulates—An American consulate is located at
Georgetown and a consular agency at Paramaribo. For the most
efficient handling of commercial inquiries, however, it is preferable
to address requests to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com-
merce, Washington, D. C., or to the local district and cooperative
offices listed at the end of the bulletin. In this way, if the informa-
tion required is available in Washington, it will be supplied without
delay, or, if not, the request will be immediately forwarded to the
proper consular officer. Similarly, questions involving political
matters, passports, etc., should be referred to the Department of
State rather than direct to the consul.




OFFICES OF THE BUREAU OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE

DISTRICT OFFICES

Atlanta, Ga.: 538 Post Office Building.

Boston, Mass.: 1801 Customhouse.

Chicago, 11l.: Room 845, 33 South Clark Street.
Des Moines, Iowa: 121 Federal Building.
Detroit, Mich.: 607 Free Press Building.
Galveston, Tex.: 309 Post Office Building.
Houston, Tex.: Chamber of Commerce Building.
Jacksonville, Fla,: Greenleaf-Crosby Building.
Kansas City, Mo.: Athletic Club Building.

Los Angeles, Calif.: 1163 South Broadway.
Louisville, Ky.: Board of Trade Building.
Memphis, Tenn.: Chamber of Commerce Building.
Minneapolis, Minn.: Federal Building.

Mobile, Ala.: 317 Meaher Building.

New Orleans, La.: 322 Post Office Building.

New York, N. Y.: 734 Customhouse.

Norfolk, Va.: 406 East Plume Streef.
Philadelphia, Pa.: Room 812, 20 South Fifteenth Street.
Portland, Oreg.: 215 New Post Office Building.
St. Louis, Mo.; 1201 Liberty Central Trust Co. Building.
San Francisco, Calif.: 310 Customhouse.

Seattle, Wash.: 820 Skinner Building.
Wilmington, Del.: Suite 13000 Du Pont Building.

COOPERATIVE OFFICES

Akron, Ohio: Chamber of Commerce.
Baltimore, Md.: Association of Commerce.
Beaumont, Tex.: Chamber of Commerce.
Birmingham, Ala.: Chamber of Commerce.
Bridgeport, Conn,: Manufacturers’ Association.
Charleston, S. C.: Chamber of Commerce.
Chattanooga, Tenn.: 1301 Market Street.
Cincinnati, Ohio: Chamber of Commerce.
Cleveland, Ohio: Chamber of Cominerce.
Columbus, Ohio: Chamber of Commerce.
Dallas, Tex.: Chamber of Commerce.
Dayton, Ohio: Chamber of Commerce.

El Paso, Tex.: Chamber of Commerce.
Erie, Pa.: Chamber of Commerce.

Fort Worth, Tex.: Manufacturers’ Association.
Greensboro, N. C.: Chamber of Commerce.
Indianapolis, Ind.: Chamber of Commerce.
Keokulk, Jowa : Chamber of Commerce.
Lowell, Mass.: Chamber of Commerce.
Milwaukee, Wis.: Association of Commerce.
Newark, N. J.: Chamber of Commerce.
Orange, Tex.: Chamber of Commerce.
Pensacola, Fla.: Chamber of Commerce.
Pittsburgh, Pa.: Chamber of Commerce.
Port Arthur, Tex.: Chamber of Commerce.
Providence, R. I.: Chamber of Commerce.
Richmond, Va.: Chamber of Commerce.
Rochester, N. Y.: Chamber of Commerce.
San Antonio, Tex.: Chamber of Commerce.
San Diego, Calif.: Chamber of Commerce.
Syracuse, N. Y.: Chamber of Commerce,
Tacoma, Wash.: Chamber of Commerce.
Toledo, Ohio: Chamber of Commerce.
Trenton, N. J.: Chamber of Commerce.
Worcester, Mass.: Chamber of Commerce.
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