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INTRODUCTION. 

The passing of the Emancipation Act 1n 1833 wa.- an epo h

making event in the hi. tory of the West Indies. 

In slavery da.ys, riots and insurrection. took place with J;nore or 

les frequency and more or les di~a ·trou. r ·ults, in all the West 

Indian colonies. In J an1aica alone the1·e w r about twenty-eight, 
I 

in one of which about 1,000 negroes were l ill d. 

The following i a fairly complete li t of the princi1 al Di turb

ance ·· which have taken place in the Biiti ·h West Indie . ince the 

date of Emancipation. In it an attempt has been made to give the 

date of outbreak, the cau e which led to it (in two or three word ) 

and the number of killed and wounded durinO' and a. the re. ult of 

such outbreak. 
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DATE. 

1837 June 18 

1841 December 27 

1844 

1856 

1859 

" 
1865 

1876 

1881 

" 
1884 

1889 

1893 

1894 

,, 

1896 

1896 

1898 

1902 

1903 

" 
1.905 

February 

February 12 

Augu t ] 

Octobei 11 

March 28 

October 

March 

October 

l\!Jarch 19 

April 

June 8 

Decen1ber 16 

February 17 

October 

May 1 

April 

March 

May 

N oven1ber 30 

WEST INDIAN DISTURBANCES 

COLONY. 

'I'rinidad 

Jamaica 

Dominica 

Briti h Guiana 

Jamaica 

Jamaica 

Jan1aica 

Barbados 

Trinidad 

Trinidad 

Trinidad 

Briti h Guiana 

Dominica 

Jamaica 

British Hondura. 

St. Kitts 

British Guiana 

Mont errat 

Jamaica 

Trinidad 

B1iti. h Guiana 

B1iti,·h Guia~1.a 

NAME. 

lVIilitary Mutiny 

Riot 

" La Guerre N egre'' 

"Angel Gabriel Riot 

Toll-bar Riot 

Florence Hall Riot 

"J.\tiorant Bay Rebelli · 

Disturbances 

Hosea Distui"bances 

Carnival Disturbance 

Hosea Disturbances 

Market Riot 

"La Plaine Riot' 

Soldier Riot 

Currency Riot 

" Portuguese Riot 

''Nonpareil Riot' 

B,iot 

Montego Bay Riot 

Water Riot 

Coolie Iliot 

Riot 



SINCE EMANCIPATION 5 

CAUSE. I{ILLED. WouNDE:p. 

Joseph African nostalgia About 30 

gston Suppres ion of Festivitie · 2 'Several' 

1~en's Chain Land tenure '' Some' 

rgetown Anti-Portuguese feeling "Several ' 

r-la-Mar Objection to. tollage 

Trespass 3 "Several" 

1 rant Bay Political dissatisfaction 608 34 

Anti-Federation feeling 40 killed or wounded 

East Indian jealousy 1 

Negro anti-police feeling 

Fernando East J ndian obstinacy 18 98 

'.orgetown Negro anti-Portuguese feeling 0 5 by shot 

Anti-taxes feeling 4 10 

A_nti-police feeling 0 ''Several'' 

Dislocation in currency 

Negro anti-Portuguese feeling 4 or 5 

Coolie di content with wages 3 

Resistance to police 9 

ntego Bay Anti-police feeling 2 9 

. i·t-of-Spain Discontent with water-rates 16 43 

1bic Coolie discontent with wage· 5 

.orgetown Negr discontent with wage~ 8 103 
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Prom the list it will be seen that during the seventy-two years 
which have elapsed since Emancipation there have been some twenty
two disturbc;tnces of importance throughout the West Indies. Of 
the~e, 5 each have occurred in Trinidad, British Guiana and Jama
ica ; 2 in Dominica ; and 1 each in Barbados, St. Kitts, Montserrat 
and British Honduras. Of these, three (Jamaica, 1865; Barbados, 
1876 ; and Trinidad, 1884) have been the subject of enquiry by 
commissioners appointed from England : in the last case the com
missioner was resident in the West Indies at the time. One (Trini
dad, 1903) was enquired into by a comm}ssion appointed by the local 
governor at the instance of the • home authorities; three (Jamaica, 
in 1859 (t1\o) and 1902) by commissions appointed by the local gov
ernor on their own initiative-and others have been the subject of 
parliamentary paper , a list of , . hich will be found in the bibliography 
at the end. In many ea e coroners' inquests and legal proceedings 
were held locally. In the case of Jamaica in 1865 several trials took 
place in England. 

In all cases of enquiry the local government authorities have, in 
the main, been exonerated : the principal exception being J arn.aica 
in 1865. 

With the exception of a few officers and some of the soldiers in 
Jamaica in 1865, the l olice in l\tiontserrat in 1898, the fire brigade 
and some of the -police in Trinidad in 1903, and a section of the 
militia in British Guiana in 1905, those who were called upon to 
quell disturbances, whether they were regular soldiers, militia, ma
rines, sailors or volunteers, acquitted themselve well. 

When one considers the number of islands involved, the cosmo
politan nature of_ the inhabitants of most of them, the number of 
killed during Disturbances extending over seventy years, some 7 50 
in number ( of which J'amaica in 1865 accounts for 608 ), does not 
seem a subject for much comment: and when one considers that at 
the commencement of the period under review the great mass of the 
p ople had just been relea ed from a degrading slavery, and that 
t he coolies have been, in the interval, imported under artificial con
dition~. and not always from the be t sources of upply, one wonders 
that the disturbances have been so few; and one feels that the 
negroe of the West Indies may still fairly be termed law-abiding, as 
a bodyJ and that if the East Indian coolie has a tendency to suffer 
from tete niontee when transported to the western hemisphere it 1s 
not altogether hi fault . 

N arl half a ntury a.go a J arr aica newspap r editor wrote, in 
connection with the toll-gate riots of 1859, "the pea antry are 
\ 11 dispo ed, and if left to theinsel es, would respect the authori
tie ' and ob ,y t he law of th land· but, thbiI mind are influenoed 
b I oliti ·al quack ·, who are indifferent to the I robable re ·ults of 
r kle1· 1 agitation. ' W l il t he loyalty of he pea11antry haB gone 
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on increasing, encouraged by their increa 1ing 1take in the country, 
the political quack i8, unfortunately, till at time.· to the fore. 

With regard to the origin of the various disturbances, we find that 
in Jamaica in 1865 the outbreak at Morant Bay, which was the most 
. eriou menace to governmental authority of them all , arose from 
discontent at the manner in which the people were governed, and 
imilar cau ·e. may have underlain the trouble· of 1859 : in Barbados 

in 1876 it was the result of a trong feeling against federation with 
the Windward Islands: in British Guiana in 1856 and 1889, and in 
St. Kitts in 1896, the trouble was cauC3ed by negro prejudice again.·t 
the Portuguese inhabitants living in their midst, due probably in 
part to jealou. y at the thrift which enabled the latter to acquire 
money and better their positions, in much the S!:trne way a.· the Jews 
have incurred enmity all the world over by reason of their money
making capabilities. In Trinidad in 1881, and in Jamaica in 1902 
trouble arose in ill-will between police and civilians ; and in Jamaica 
in 1894 in ill-will between soldiers and police. In Dominica in 1844 
and 1893 it was mainly cau ed by disinclination to meet legal obli
gation which were regarded a, oppre. sive; in Montserrat in 1898 by 
sy1npathy with law-breaker 1. In Trinidad, in 1881 and 1884, the 
disturbances were occasioned by lack of power to control the 
coolies, due, in a mea ure, to a lack of ability to understand them. 
In British Guiana in 1896, 1903 and 1905 the cause of the out
break was di content with wage - the first two coolie, the la.·t 
negro: while in Trinidad in 1903 it arose in resi.'tance to an attempt 
on the part of the government to regulate the water-supply of Port
of-Spain. Of the seven disturba.nceR which have occurred during 
the last ten year five arose more or less from di content with fin
ancial arrangement . In St. Kitt. in 1896, the trouble, which was 
timulated by anti-Portugese feeling, arose from a di, content with 

wage offered. 
Except in Jamaica in 1865, in Barbados in 1876, and in Trinidad 

in 1903, when there were in tigator. · among t the educated cla. ses, 
the di 1turbances arose more or les8 spontaneou 'ly among ·t the mass 
of the people who caused them, encouraged perhaps now and then 
by a ection of the pres8 which tran. late ' liberty into license ; and 
they disappeared, during later year. , at all events, at the first attempt. 
at repre sion. One cannot help feeling that with a little more 
patience, tact and ympathy on the part of the leaders, and a little 
more education on the part of the masse ', . ·ome of the 'e disturbances 
need ne er ha e occurred. In more than one ea e, it i1 · evident that 
the trouble arose through u picion begotten of ignorance ; suggest
ing that the choolma ter rather than the oldier or con ·table is re
quired for the abolition of such di turbances. 

Al though there are in the We. ·t lndie ·, a el 1ewhere, e pecially in 
the larger towns a nu1nber of loafer.· and othet. · of both .,exe. who 
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are more easily moved to do evil than good, and although there is a 
certain section of the community which thinks it clever to be ever 
"agin the governmen~," yet in the records of none of the disturb
ances treated of is there strong evidence of marked distrust between 
white and black, or that state of unrest which some residents in the 
colonies themselves and not a few casual visitors think they see, 

· and which many Englishmen assume to be the normal state of the 
Bri ti h West Indies. 

After reading the volumes of reports and other works recorded in 
the bibliography one has the feeling that, in some cases, more has 
been made of these disturbances than the occasion warranted
more than is made of many larger and 1nore disastrous outbreaks 
elsewhere ; and yet it is these lengthy report.., and appendixes of 
special commissions which form the embodiment of that desire to do 
justice to all on which the success of the British Empire rest . 



BRIEF ACCOUNT. 

The following is a brief review of the disturbances, gathered from 
the various publications dealing with them, a list of which is given 
in the bibliography at the end. 

I 83 7-Trinidad. 

As a connecting link with the old-time 1lave r b llion ', w}:lich not 
. infrequently arose from the natural struggle of the oppressed against 

the oppressor, to which type it really belongs, was th mutiny of 
. , soldiers of the 1st West _India Regiment whi~h took plac in Trini

dad on the 8th of June, 1837, in the tran. ition period which existed 
io mo, t of the colonie between the abolition of slavery in 1834 and 
t9e abandonment of the apprentice. hip y~ tern in 1838. A detailed 
account is given in Fraser' "History of Trinidad," occupying eleven 
pages of the volume, and Major Ellis devoted to this unfortunate 
occurrence a chapter of hi. "Hi tory of the First West . India Regi
ment," chiefly taken from King, ley s "At La. t. Tt appears that at 
the time, upwards of one hundred recruit had join d the detach
ment of the West India Regiment stationed at St. Joseph, while, 
with the exception of the non-commissioned officers, there were not 
half a dozen old soldiers on its strength. No less than 426 slaves, 
savages with no knowledge of the English language, had been enli 't
ed in 183.6-7 into the regiment. Some of these recruits, notably the 
ringleader, a tribal African chief, a giant in height, consisted of the 
living cargo captured from a Portuguese slaver, with all the triving 
for liberty full upon them, and unable to discriminate between Por-
tuguese captor~ and English liberator. . Fra et alludes to the lack 
of "ordinary pcudence displayed in allowing o er two h~ndred sav
ages, not a year in the regiment, to live together in one ·et of bar
racks with free access to arms in the use of which they were daily 
being trained." 

1841-Jamaica. 
The following reference is given in the chronological history in

cluded in the " Handbook of Jamaica_ for 1881," under the year 
1841 :-" Dec. 27-Seriou riot in Kingston in con equence of the 
Police attempting to carry out an order of the Mayor (the Hon. 
Hector Mitchell) for the uppressing of the usual Christmas drum
mings. Two men were h0t and 1everal wounded by the Police. 
The Military and Militia were called out and placed under Major
General Gomm, ' by who e promptitude and kilful dispo itions tran
quillity was ultimat ly restored to the city. ' " 
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I844-Dominica. . 

In 8ir Robert Hamilton' report on the i~ land of Dominica of the 
vear 1894, in the historical introduction, occur the following re
ference to a disturbance which was locally known a La Guerre 
¥egre. He say :--

" In 1844 an atte1npt to take a cen u , when the people were in 
a state of irritation owing to the un ettled qum~tion of the right of 
occupancy on t.he 'Queen' Three Chain ,'* a trip of land of that 
width measured from high water-mark all round the island over 
which the Government reserved certain rights, and on which n1any 
of the emancipated slaves had been allowed to ettle, led to a serious 
outbreak of the negroe , who imagined they were to he numbered 
with a view to the re-imposition of lavery. Martial la_w, however, 
was proclaimed, and thi outbreak, known a the negro rebellion, or 
la guerre negre, was promptly and severely put down, but not ~ ith
out ome loss of life and property." 

1856-British Guiana. 

In February 1856, the anti-Portuguese feeling of the negro popu~ 
lation of British Guiana was excited by a negro na1ned Orr, calling 
himself the Angel Gabriel, whose violent language and fana 1caI pre
judice again8 Roman ·catholici lll had led to riots in New York, 
Greenock and Glasgow, ending in his imprisonment on more than 
one occasion, and his return to his native Demerara. On Orr being 
prevented from street preaching, the negroes commenced to pelt and 
attack the Portuguese; and on his being arrested and co1nmitted for 
trial there was fresh trouble, and more cowardly attack on the 
Portuguese. The police were almost powerless ; special constables 
were sworn in and the 2nd West India Regiment was put under arms. 
The anti-Portugumm fe ling spread to t~e neighbouring illages and 
to Essequibo and .Berhice. The Court of Policy pas ed an ordinance 
repressing disturbances. The 1ninisters of religion did what they 
could to quiet the people, and a French and a Dutch man-of-war 
assisted with their men in suppressing e · r~ot. - Tfie trial of ~he 
rioters las-ted over a fortnight. The number of prisoners was o large 
that the jails were crowded to overflowing. Tho e convicted of 
minor offences were allowed out under police surveillance on special 
conditions; but about 300 were sent to the penal settlement. Th.e 
result of the riot was the loss of several liveR ( one a policeman') and 
the destruction .of a great deal of property. 

* This reservation of land, which also occurs in St. Lucia, is of French ongm, 
known in the French islands as les c · nquante pa dii Ro·. It was claim~d originally, 
for the purpose of erecting towns and ports by the seigneurs ho owned the islands ; 
then by the colonizing companies, and lastly by the crown. 
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1859-Jamaica. 
In the chronological history given in the '' Handbook of Ja

m.aica for 1881," occurs, under date 1858, the following entry:
,, Toll Riot in We tmoreland during which the toll-bars were de
molished." But, on reference to the "Falmouth Post," it is evident 
that these riot took place in the early part of 1859, specially on 
the 12th of February. Ruffian , some dressed in female attire, 
destroyed the toll-keeper 's houses and toll-gates at Savanna-la-Mar 
and the neighbourhood. Apart from the objection to toll-gates general
ly (which ubsequently led to their abolition) one ill effect of the ~Ja
maica toll-gate law was that, in , ome ea es, toll had to be paid in 
order to fetch water. D~ring the cjisturbance . the pq_lice were 
powerless. They were subsequently supplemented by inen from 
the neighbouring parishe of Trelawny, St. James, Hanover aud St. 
Elizabeth; but even then, being only 52 trong they were . till un-
able to quell .the n1ob. 

The '' Falmouth Post" on March 4th said, " The demolition of 
toll-gates in the parish of Westmoreland-the pulling down of toll
keepers' house. -and the threat held out to person in authority, 
by a lawle , desperate rabble-are events which have resulted from 
mischievou. speeches delive1 ed at public meetings, and from editorial 
articles, equally mischievou , which have appeared fro1n time to time, 
in the columns of newspapers owned by per ons who are alway 
boa ting of their patrioti. m, and friend&hip for the people. * * *. The 
late riot were planned by men of tolerable intelligence : some who 
aspire to the rank of respectable citizenship coun elled that the law 
should be set at defiance, and salaried officer ha e taken, if not a 
direct, at all ~vents an indirect, part in the di turbanceR." 

The resulting trials were interrupted on the 9th of March by a 
crowd numbering about 2,000, and the governor had to go down to 
Westmoreland accompanied by a large military force. The cu tos 
of the parish, an old man, was relie ~ed of his office. In hi history 
of the West India Regiment, Colonel Caulfeild writes : '' In March, 
1859, seriou, di. turbance took place in the parish of Westmoreland, 
and the regiment wa, employed in establi hing order, which wa not 
fina11y done tiU October of that year.' 

1859-Jamaica. 
In the chronological history given in the " Handbook of Jamaica 

for 1881," occur under date 1859 :-'' Riots in Falmouth in con
nection with the trial of trespassers on Florence Hall Estate. Five 
person hot and everal wounded by the police. The rioter , like 
those of We tmoreland, were tried by a special Commi ion." 

From the "Falmouth Po t" for August 2nd 1859, we learn that, 
on Augu t 1 t, after interfering with the trial, a mob of men and 
women arm d with ton and bottle , attacked the Falmouth police, 
who were scort ing to the gaol from . the ourt house a number of 
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rioters connected witl th disturbance at Florence Hall pen, which 
had arisen over a disput a, to ownership, in which the negroe ·ided 
with the di putant in pos es ion, Theodore Buie by name. Twelve 
(all bu~ one) of the prisoner were rescued ; the police , ere injured, 
and the court house and police station were battered. The riot-act 
was read and the police fired in self defence, kil1ing three worn.en 
and wounding other person . Special constable were called out. 
Many buildings in the town , ere damaged by stone 1 and fir . A 
coroner's inque t on the bodie of the women , ho were shot re ulted 
in a verdict of justifiable homicide. Extra police were called in 
from St. Jame and Hano-\ er. When two companies of the 2nd 
West India Regiment were sent from King ton, a quieter state of 
affairs was at once apparent. Over 100 rioters were arrested. The 
''Palmouth Post" . was of opinion that the e riot were in son1e mea
sure, attributable to the 1nistaken leniency with which the We t
moreland rioters had been treated. 

1865-Jamaica. 
No disturbance in the W eSt Indies ince the da.y of Emancipa-

tion ha, caused half so much excitement or given rise to half so rnuch 
acrimonious correspondence, publication and litigation as that which 
occurred in Jamaica in 1865, and is u "Ually known as the "Morant 
Bay Rebellion." Apart from the official enquiry, which is of course 
judicial in t,one, the publications range o er the whole subject of 
negrophobia or negrophilia-of abuse of governor Eyre and of his 
defence. It is intere ting to note that this was the last occasion 
when regular troops have fired with ball or shot on rioters in the 
British West Indies. 

In 1862 Eyre was appointed acting governor of Jamaica, and in 
1864 he became governor, when the post was no "bed of roses. " 
The island was not prosperous, the American war had rai ed the 
price of .LL\..merican bread stuffs, and the governor was at variance 
with the house of assembly in wbch the negro population was then 
represented. Agitation ended in riot at Morant Bay on Octob r 
11th, 1865. Undoubtedly the riot, or rebellion, wa a very seriou 
one in it actual re ult , and still more in its possible consequences, 
and but for its prompt and energetic repression, it might have 
spread into a general negro in urrection in an island where the 
negroes outnumbered the whites by at least 50 to 1. Martial law 
was proclaimed on October 13th throughout the county of Surrey, 
except Kingston, and tranquillity was restored. Then followed 
courts-martial and punishments; and George William Gordoll, a 
ringleader, was taken from Kingston (where martial law did not 
exist to Morant B_ay where it did), tri d by an ill-con tituted court 
martial and executed in haste and on evidenc wP.olly insufficient. 

These Jamaica di,•turban ·e, ngaged I ublic att ntion in England 
for nearl three years, and cau ed an ex item nt qui e unpr cedented 
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Th parlia1 entary pap 11 relating to th .a1' a1e oluminou1 ·, con
si~1 ting as they do of eight separat publication.· and coverin

0 
in th , 

aggregate no le , than 2,336 pag ·. The fir~ t seri s of Papers begin1 • 
with the celeb1ated letter of Dr. Underhill to Mr. Cardw 11, drawing 
attention to the state of affairs in J an1aic_a, and the subsequent des
patches have reference to it or the question which it rai ed. 

Part 1 of ?he Paper relating to the Disturbances open. · with a 
de patch from Eyre de cribing the outbreak and the teps tak n to 
repr it, and th r t of th 1 tter1 r bear on the I am 1ubj et. 
Part 2 contain 1 om document1· .1ho ing that certain per ·on. anti
cipated a reb llion, but they contain no po itive videnc . Part. 3 
commenc 1' with a despatch from Eyre , tating that th local legi '1a
tion had given up it,s power to the cro n. One learns from it that 
troops ·ent from Barbados and Na au wer ·tation d for a time in 
the island, but that tho e 1ent from Halifax were returned without 
even being landed. It al o contain addresse of thank to Eyre for hib 
promptnes · in repre ing the "late diabolical rebellion,' and it con
tain· th commis ·ion to Sir H nry Stork, to be go ernor, and de -
patche to him from the ecr~tary of , tate. The royal commis ·ion, 
con i ting of Major-General Sir Henry Storks, Ru sell Gurney, Q.O., 
recorder of the city of London, and J. B. Maule, recorder of the 
to\ ~n of Leed , appointed to inquire into the ori ·in, nature and cir
cumstance1 · 9£ the disturbance· and the mean · adopted for their 
suppre~I ·ion and the conciuct of thos concerned in th~ disturbance.· 
and supp1· · ion, aft r taking a large amount of evidence-reported 
that the di turbance. had their immediat origin in a planned re-
·ist nee to lawful authority, which 1 1·istance wa. caused, in manifold 
ways, by a de, ir to obtain land free of rent, a lack of confidence on 
the part of the labouring cla · in the tribunals before which most of 
th ir dispute were adjudi ated, and, in some ea es, hostility toward.· 
political and per1 onal opponents, and a desire to attain their ends by 
the death or expul ion of the white inhahitant · of the i land. They 
fu1th r report d that, though the original de ign wa · confined to a 
mall portion of St. Thomas-in-th -Ea t, the disorder rapidly spread 

ov r an exten ive tract of country, and that prai. wa1 · due to Eyre 
for his 1kill, promptitud and vigour which in a g1eat d gree caused 
it. peedy termination. The military and naval operations appeared 
to them prompt and judiciou ·, but they thought that martial-law 
wa. continued longer than nece ~, ary and that the punishments in
flicted were exce . ·i ve. The volume contain. a map of the county of 
t)urrey (pr par d by the island nginem for that di trict) showing 
its topographical feature. , th line , of march of the troop._· and 
maroon, and the ituation of the . evmal villages burnt or partially 
burnt du1in the di1 turbanc . The portion of the report, containing 
the minute 1 of e iden e of itne . e1 · and an app ndix of return.· 
and document. 1·ubmitted t them, is v ry bulky, 1162 pages 
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in extent. The last but one of the parliamentary paper connected 
with the case conl i t of paper. laid before the royal commission of 
inquiry by Eyre; all tending to justify the action which he took 
throughout the occurrence. It contains a map of the county of 
Surrey showing the various marches of troops , etc., during the re
bellion, from information eollected by lieutenant Castle, R.E. 

'fhe reply of the secretary of ta,te to Sir Henry Storks stated 
that Her Majesty's government generally concurred in the conclu
sions arrived at by the commission. So far as Eyre was concerned, 
it gave him full credit for his promptness in quelling the outbreak, 
but held him respongible for the continuance of excessive severity, 
and for the ·method of Gordon's trial and execution. Eyre was re
called and wa n1ost bitterly attacked by a large section of the 
English people headed by John S-tuart Mill, and defended by another 
led by Carlyle : and he succe sfully underwent rn.ore than one legal 
prosecution. He retired on a pension into pri ate life, and never 
sought, even in the face of the greatest hostility, to justify hi actions 
to the world. I:Ie died at Tavistock on the 30th of November, 1901, 
aged 86. "He did many good and bra - e thing~, and atoned for the 
one error of his life by a silence so dignified and so prolonged." 

On the day of the outbreak at Morant Bay, the 11 th of October 
1865, 22 civilians, iucluding the custo (the chief magistrate), and 
volunteers were killed and 34 wounded; under martial-law 439 
were put to death (354 by sentence of court martial-the rest 
shot by soldiers, sailors or maroons). In addition there were 147 
put to death after martial-law ceased. One thousand "houses,' 
some of them very flimsy in eharacter, were destroyed. 

The ''Jamaica Papers," seven in number, were issued by the anti
Eyre party called- the "Jamaica <Jommittee." No. 1, a general 
resume of the case, was compiled from a ·multiplicity of documents ; 
the statements made resting on the authorities quoted, but the 
general tenour being hostile to Eyre. No. 2 consists of a commen
tary by the Committee on the first three of the parliamentary 
blue books. No. 3 con~ists of statements of the committee 
and other documents, and No. 4 deals with the question of 
legislation in Jamaica. N os. 5 and 6 both deal with the subje9t of 
martial-law : No. 5 consisting of a series of six letters to the ''Daily 
News' by Frede:dc Harrison and No. 6 of illustration compiled by 
John Gorrie, counsel of the committee before the royal commission, 
and despatched by the committee to Jamaica to watch the affair 
in the interest of Mrs. Gordon and others. No. 7 consists of a full 
report of the proc6edings at Bow Street police court on the com
mittal of colonel Nelson and lieutenant Brand for the murder of 

~ George William Gordon. The Jamaica Committee appealed for a 
sum of ten thou ~nd pounds in order to proceed against Eyre for 
murder. Lindo' 1 letter to The Times, reprinted in pamphlet form 
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at Falmouth, · Jamaica, states the planter' ea. ·e a~ again t . the 
Baptists. Mr. Warmington' wa the only account of the outbreak 
published by one who went through it. He was one of the wounded. 
It is a letter written to his father, and wa · publi hed for private 
circulation. Much of the information is also contained in the 
evidence which the author gave before the royal commissio~. 

George Price's work wa.s written with the object of bowing that 
the royal commission did not investigate political events- connected 
with the government which caused the outbreak. It speaks of the 
"vicious system of th Colonial Office" and attacks governor Eyre with 
considerable -virulence. The author had been a resident in the island 

11 for many year and a member of the executive committees of Gov
ernors Sir Henry Barkly, Sir Charles Darling and Edward Eyre· 
he had also had a :::;eat in the legi lative council of th,e island, and had 
been custos of St. Catherine. Th Addresse · to governor Eyre con-

•, sisted of presentments from grand juries, and addre. se from the 
two legislative bodies, the parishes, the public, the pea ·antry, vol

. unteers~ mini ters of religion, foreign (St. Vincent), individuals, and 

. the ladies of various parishes-37 in all. The title-page of "The 
Reign of Terror" ufficiently explains the scenes it describes and the 

_, spirit in which it was written. The author, Bleby, was a Wesleyan 
1 minister who resided se enteen years in the i land. The excuse for 

the violence of his language mu t be ought in the horrors he depicted .. 
Chief Justice Cockburn's charge k, the grand jury, in the case of 

the Queen versus colonel Nelson, who ordered the 9ourt martial that 
tried Gordon, and lieutenant Brand, R.N., who presided at it, criti
ci ed adversely the application of n1artial law, the constitution and 

- jurisdiction of the court and it method of conducting the trial : 
but the grand jury ignored the indictment for murder. 
William Francis Finlason, a barrister of the Middle Temple, pub-
lished six works- dealing, directly or indirectly. with the Jamaica 
disturbances. Two treat of martial law ; one with the repression 
of the riot or rebellion : a fourth is a report of the trial of Eyre 
in the court of Queens Bench : a fifth, which ran into a second 
edition, deal exhaustively with the hi tory of the tJ amaica case 
from the causes which led to it, to the criminal pro ecutions arising 
out of it, treated in the form of "a permanent record and an impar-
tial review of the whole case. A ixth work is entitled "Justice 
to a Colonial Gov rnor. ' In the ourse of hi legal inve. tigations 
involved in the preparation of the pre iou. works, the author became 
strongly impressed with the belief that great and grievou injustice 
had been done to Eyre, and he narrate1· thi his '' special and dispa. -
ionate judgment on the ca.se. " 

Dr. Underhill\ " 'Iragedy at Morant Bay" is as true a tale of the 
occurrence a it i. 1 po. sible for a I trong partisan to write. It is 
interesting a being the p r onal re coll etions (verified by ref er ence 
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to publi~ document 'i ) of one, who.-· letter to the i ecretary of state, 
bringing t.o his notice the state of the island prior to the outbreak, 
figured largely in the report of the enquiry and other publications . 

. Tl-~e life of Gordon by Fletcher, as well as that of Eyre by Hume, 
is written in a partisan spirit. Gordon's widow says in a "recom
mendation"-" There are but few men living who knew my martyred 
husband better than Mr. Fletcher. ' He was a missionary of the 
London Missionary Society. Hamilton ·Hume was secretary to the 
Eyre Defence and Aid Fund. 

18 76-Bar.bados. 

In the di turbances in Barbado of 1876, we ha ---e the somewhat 
unusual experience of the masse siding with the government against 
the people's repre~ entati es. The disturbances had their origin in the 
proposal first made in 1868 for the federation of the Win~ward Island , 
which ,vas, as one secretary of state later said, not RO much confeder
ation as an amalgamation of ome municipal arrangements. Fi1\ t was 
tried the formation of a single legislative chamber. In Jun·e, 1875, 
fifteen hundred persons, assembled in Bridgetown, protested with 
one dissentient voice, against "any attempt to tamper with the 
ancient constitution of Barbados, ' and when, in January, 1876, Sir 
John Pope Hennessey proposed six points £ or adoption by the 
AsRembly-suggesting that the Windward Islands should have in 
c01nmon :-an Auditor General; a. Prison system; a Lunatic Asylum; 
a Lazaretto ; a l udicial system; and a Police force-he was met in the 
same pirit. The questions were never discussed on their 1nerits, 
and it became a political struggle between governor and assembly. 
The planters became hostile. The Barbados Defence Association, 
having for its object the preservation of their constitution, was 
formed. Riots occurred · pecial constables were sworn in · the 
military were called out, and extra help wa sought from Jamaica 
and Demerara. The assembly were anxious· for Hennes ey's recall. 
The four voluminous blue book ( only exceeded in length amongst 
such literature by the Morant Bay publications) cover the ground 
from September 1871 to September 1876. They deal, in a series of 
corrP.spondence, with the statement of the fact · the action of the 
as embly, the action of the We, t India Committee in London, the 
arri al of the troops from Jamaica and Demerara, the question of the 
trial of the rioter , and the con1plaint which ariou partie in Bar
bado had 1nade either directly or indirectly a. regard the action of 
the Briti. h go ern1nen.t. ~hey also deal with the charge that had 
been brought agai1vt go er nor Henne\, ey, who wa transferred to 
Hong Kona at the end of the year 1876: it being, a. Lord Cardwell 
aid in the Hou e of Lord ·, a ca."e of incompatibility of temper. 

The go-, ernor wa. openly accu ed, but exonerated by the ec1 etary 
of tate, of having . ent ecret emi sarie through the i land to 
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. catter abroad an1 ng the negro population hi, ie , · r . ·pecting 
federation. lt i,1 A ident tha the negroe , mi,·under,•tood wh at , a ,· 
intended b the federation of the vVindward L 1land. , thinking that 
it would advance their pro, pect. in life, cau, e their wage,, t o be 
raised, and give them land. 

The di turbance, , hich commenced on the 28th March 1876, 
and were confined chiefly to the . outhern half £ the i. ·land, la,··ted 
about a month, and chiefly took the form of I lundering pro i.·ion 
ground and poultry yard,', killing cattle and de,· tro ing· h ou,'e,• and 
furniture-albeit ome 40 per 'On., ere taken I ri,'oner, . 

Mr. Clarke' olume i. · a coll ction of article., contributed at the 
time to the Barbados Eierald thr wn into narra ti for1n: con,i ·ting 
of a prologue extending o er the peri d 1868-18 7 o · the 1nain , tor. 
of 1875-76: (. nd an epilogue o ering the I eriod 1877-1884. 

1881 & 188-4- Trinidad. 
Sir Henry Norman , in his report on the di turbance , in Trinidad 

of Octob r 1884, sa , that in 1881 " a leading Coolie had been 
killed in the proce, ion [Ho ·ea], owing to ,'Orne ,'qua bble between th 
Coolie of different e. tates a to precedence", and r f r to a 'eriou., 
colli~ion between th Creole,, -* and Police un the occa. ion of th cele
bration of th Carnival of th - former whi h had taik n place in March 
1884. 

I884-Trin.idad. 

Th riot at San Fernando, the I 
1econd town 111 Trinidad in point 

of size, which occurred on the 30th of October, 1884, did not occur 
without warning. For many years the celebration of the anniver ary 
of the Muharran or Ho 1 ea Festival (sometime ' called the "taziya
dari") by the Indian immigrants had b en attended with mor or le s 
disturbance. Many of the better clas Mahomedan 1 hac;l reque ted 
the government to prohibit the celebration of the festival. In 1881 
and 1884 disturbances had occurred between the n groes and. the 
police at carnival time. ·Regulation had been drawn up forbidding 
the entrance of the Ho ea proces ion into the town of San Fernan-
do and Port of Spain. The coolies of the N apariinl di trict, all 
natives of Behar, the North-we tern Province, or Oudh ( ith whom 

, were associated a certain number of negroes), in isted on attempting 
to enter San F rnando. Th y were fired on by the police with buck 
shot (backed up in one ea e by regular troop, ho however took no 
part in the firing) at two ntrance to the town, and in both case. 
repulsed-with a re ult of 13 killed and 98 wounded. 

Sir Henry Norman, th n governor of Jamaica, , a , ent to Trinidad 
to hold an enquiry. He repo1ted that although the ceremony wa of 

* i.e. negroes, in di tinction from coolies. 
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Mahomedan origin, many of the Mahomedaps held aloof from it, and ' 
it had become a national Indian demon tration, of a rather turbulent 
character, common to both Hindoos a~d Mabomedans : that the 
precautions taken to stop the procession entering San Fernando 
were appropriate: that the sergeant of police who, at the request of the 
magistrates, gave the order to fire did o with coolness and checked 
the firing as soon as prudence allowed : that the magistrates did all 
in their power to persuade the coolies not to enter the town : that 
it was not lack of information that led to this deplorable collision, 
but want of influence over the coolies : that there was no authority 
in the island who possessed the influence: that time had arrived for 
the issue of regulations with regard to the festival, and that the r -
gulations issued were unobjectionable and . hould be adhered to in 
the future. 

1889-British Guiana. 

A disturbance occurred in Georgetown, British Guiana, on the 
19th of March 1889, arising out of a quarrel between a negro lad 
and a Portuguese shop-keeper lad over a loaf of bread. It indicated 
the state of ill-will which had existed between tho e two classes of 
that somewhat cosmopolitan town since the " Angel Gab~iel" riots 
of 1856. The negro lad was rendered unconscious, but not .1eriously 
hurt, by the Portuguese. lad. The Portuguese lad was arrested, but 
was liberated at the police station. The negroes, hearing that the 
boy was dead, attacked the Portuguese talls, and the police had to 
clear the ma.rket. · The Portugue~e lad was re-arrested, but the 
negro mob stormed the Portuguese shops and hou es of the town, in 
some cases· destroying the contents. Special constables were worn 
in to supplement the police and did good service, several being in
jured. The soldi~rs wer_e _ k_ept_ i_n barracks " for fear th .. hould 
join the -riot." Five persons received gun~sho£ wounds. ·By the 
time H.M.S. Canada arrived (4 clay. later) the riot was o er. 
$41,500 were paid to the Portugue ·e in compen ation for darnage1i 
sustained. 

1893-Dominica. 
The riot which took place at La Plaine, on the east oast of 

Dominica., in April 1893, was dealt with in a Colonial Office publica
tion, and as a result a royal commission, consi ting of Sir Robert 
Hamilton, was sent out to enquire into the condition and affair , of 
the colony. The circumstance · of the riot were excluded from the 
scope of the enquiry by Sir Robert, but he was required to enquire 
into the complaints made at La Plaine prior to the occurrence of 
the disturbance. The outbreak had its origin in di inclination to 
pay house-taxes. . An attempt wa made Lo nrevent t he police from 
enforcing an ejectment proce. s against a mau who 1 ad re1 o · ·e ·ed 
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him elf of hi , hou. e from which h had been ej cted. Th di. trict 
of La Plaine is in a di trict where smugglin~ wa. · rife. The p 01 le 
complained of lack of facilities corn pared wi tl otl er pa1 t of the 
island, insufficient medical service and educational facilities, lack of 
roads on which to take their produce to marke.t, and of public 
works, and the hard hip of the boat-tax (a the rough ect on th ir 
side of the island rendered large boat neceHsary, and prevented 
constant fi , hing). 

Warning of trouble had been received, and the governor and a 
naval commander and blue jackets were I resent. 'fhe I o~i_ce. fired 
without orders but in elf-d fence-4 men were killed a nd 2 women 
Wounded; 4 polic men, 3 blue jackets and · a naval officer · were in-
jured. The death were the object of a protest .·ent home by th 
e1ected 1nember.· of the legislative council, whi.ch gave evidence of 
much friction between the. e member · and the go ernment, which 
ended in the commi ion of enquiry. A contributing cau e of troubl 
lay in the fact that the recently appointed go ernment officer in Le 
Plaine district was ignorant of the local patois. 

Sir R.obert Hami_lton during his enquir_y f9und that there had been 
much friction since Dominica had been federated with the Leeward 
Island , and suggested that it hould in future have a resident lieu
tenant-governor : he als recommended alterations in the con ·titu
tion of the legislature · the ecurin ff of mean for the increa ie of 
revenue by increase of taxe. on articles; a reduction of house an l 
land tax, and generc:1lly relief to the mall r taxr a r · and im1 rove
ment in the method of dealing with crown land . He al o recom
mended the admini trativ union of all the Briti h Antille under 
one governor-general. 

1894-- Jamaica. 

The . oldier- riot which took place in King ·ton, J a1naica on th 
8th of June 1894, i, thu refe1red to in the "Handboot of Ja1na-
ica for 1895' :-

" In June an unfortunate disturbance took: place in King. on 
\ hich at the tinie cau 1ed con ◄iderabl excitement, and . 01ne anxiet . 

A oldier of th W t India Regiment had been arr 1'1 ted b tl e 
police for , ome tri ial offen e again t law and order, and on ~he fol
lowing day wa. brought before the Magi trate• and puni. hed. He 
appear. to ha e ~een a £a ourite with hi. companion, and the 
keenly 1e ented hi arre t and puni h1nent. The relation bet een 
the soldier of the Regiment and the police had alway" been . ome
what trained, and the incident m ntioned stirred up in the forn1er 
their dormant enmity. On the e ening of the 8th of June a large 
number of them came down from camJ to King ton , here the ere 
joined by a c10wd of loo, e ,vomen and other idler , of the town. 
The polic . tation, at Fletcher'., Land and Sutton Str et were 
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attacked-the forn1er being reeked, and con ·iderable dan1age done 
-to the latter. The ·police in endea ouring to quell the di turbance were 
roughly handled. Inl pector Pratt was seriou ly wounded with a 
razor, and several members of the Force were more or less hurt. 
Several of the soldiers were subsequently arrested with a number 
of 9ivilians-principally women-and charged with riot. The trial 
in the Circuit Court ·which met in September lasted for a month and 
resulted in the conviction of three . oldiers only and of ten women 
for co1nplicity in the disturbance . The result was felt to be un
satisfactory, for of some 50 or 60 n1en that took part in the pro
ceedings of the 8th of June, thirteen only were arraigned for trial, 
and ~f these, as has been said, three only were convicted." Thirteen 
soldiers were tried for rioting and thirt~en wo111en for inciting them 
to riot. 

With reference to the aftair, General Caulfeild makes the follow
ing comments, inter alia, in his history of the 2nd BattaJion of the 
West India Regiment :-

" Unfortunately the local press were only too glad to exaggerate 
the disturbance into a general mutiny of the native troop . 

It was a most unfortunate and regrettable affair, but considering 
that only 50 men, as estimated by the police, out of nearly 1,000 
native troops in camp took part in it, and that the picquets sent out 
after the rioters did their work right we11, no one but an alarn1ist, 
or most unfriendly to the regi1nent, could consider that it was any
thing else than a street row, got up without premeditation and ah o
lutely confined to the few who took part in it. " The governor on -
his return from leave, granted a free pardon to Lance-Corporal 
Latibeaudier, "who had been wrongfully convicted, this being done 
at the instance of the Judge and Inspector-general of Police." 

1894-British Honduras. 

A change of currency took place in Briti h Hondura on the 15th 
of October, 1894. From 1887 the tandard in value had been the 

- Guatemalan dollar, or sol, which fluctuated in value from 3 shilling 
and a penny in 1888 to 2 shilling in 1894. The new standard was the 
gold dollar of the U ni-ted States. On the change being made, a feeling 
of disappointment arose in the minds of the poorer and more ignor
ant classes, when they found that the exchange value of each sol in 
their posse sion was only 50 cent:; of the new currency · aJ?.d discon
tent occurred because the price of articles did not at once become 
adjusted to tbe new state of affairs. A mutiny arose on th~ part of 
some of t~e constab\[lary and resulted in tlie discharge of 24 men. 
Later, again, we read in the annual report of the colony, '' ignorance 
as to the true .value of the new currencv ·fear that wa 01 es would be 
reduced beyond what was fair and ri 01ht and a omewhat unconcili-
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.ating attitude on the part of ome employers of labour terminated 
in a riot in Belize, on tl 16th of December.' The mahogany-cutters 
refused to receive the new coin ,, declined to re-engage for another 
twelven10nth, and began to riot, breaking into store , especially 
tho e owned by employers of labour. A newspaper report states 
that one tore-keeper fired into the crowd and accidentally killed a 
policeman, and that from another tore two I ersons were wounded. 
The one man the police captured had to be relea ed in the face of 
the mob, at whose mercy the town was for one hour and a half. 
Forty blue-jacket · and three file of marine , were then landed from 
H.M.S. Partridge which happened to be lying in port, and , ev
e1al rioters were arre ted and t1iken on board. On a threat of the 
riot act being being read and firing being ordered, the crowd dis
persed. The blue jackets I atrolled the town during the night, but 
next day the 1iot act had to be read owing to an attempt at rescue, 
and a N ordenfeldt gun wa, landed and made ready for u,'e, but the 
riot subsided. 

In the annual report of the colony occurs the following para
graph in reference to the riot :-

" Formidable, however, a, it at one time appea1ed that the effects 
of the riot would be, no los ' of life fortunately occurred, and com
paratively little los of property, the total damage done amounting 

, only to about $2,500, and that principally in one tore." 
The following i General Caulfeild' · reference to thi di ·turbance :
"On the 17th [December], Order 1 were received to hold a· detach

ment of 120 men in readine ' to embark for Beliz in aid of ci il 
power and on the following day a detachment~***, ailed for Belize 
[ from Jamaica]. On arri al there they found tl e town iu a . ·ta te of 
exciten1ent ahno t erging on panic ; how er, the unexpe ·tedly 
quick arri al of troop, mad matter ., qui down. Although they 

' had not to be actively employ d in quelling di turbance, th duty 
1 of guarding the town again1 t the thr aten d rioter., wa8 r ry ·evere.' 
~rhe detachment con. i -i ted of 1 major, 1 captain, 3 li utenants, and 
l20 non-commis ioned officer and 1nen. 

1896-St. Kitts. 

The riot which occurT 1d at Ba., ,eterre in St. Kitt ,, on the 1 7 th of 
February 189•6, had it , origin, about a week b for , in a di pute 
about wage on "Need 't Mu t," an e, ·tate own d by J oaquim Ferrara, 
a Portuguese. The negroe, 1 imagined they were being cheated. The 
di •content pread from e.·tate to e. ◄tate round the i 1land, including 
here and there e tate owned by creole 1 a ◄ well as Portugue ·e, till it 
culminated in the. burning and looting of Portugue e ,'hop in Ba 1e
terre on the 17th of February, ·n whi ·h looting the local boat.men 
al 'to took part. AB the Ioli ·e , er unable to quell the _di turbance , 
mannes wer landed fron H. .~. Cordel"a (Capt. Hon. M. A. 
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Bourke) which had been unimoned. Four or five of the 1nob were 
killed. About 150 rioter were apprehended, and were· tried and 
con icted on 1ariou counts-ar on, con piracy to raise rates, rioting, 
etc. : the pre ence of .fI.M.S Tartar (which succeeded the Cordelia) 
tending to prevent any disturbance during the trials. The di turb
ance , are thu. alluded to in the governor' re-port for the year 1896. 
"In the month of February 1896 ery I- eriou di turbance to9k place 
in St. Kitt , , hich aro e from , 01110 dispute about wage between the 
einployer and employed. The town of Ba eterre, the capital of the 
i land, , al attackeq by the rioter , ho broke into the tore , et 
fire to the hou e i etc. H.M. S. Cordelia which wa fortunately at 
Antiffua at the tin~e, proceeded to St. Kitt , · and, , ith the assi tan e 
of h r offi ·er. and m n, the di turbance '1 , ere quell d although a 
ver unea , f elinO" exi ted in the i land for ome n1onth ._ ubse-
quently. 

1896-British Guiana. 

In October 1896, a riot occurred on a ugar estate (Nonpareil) 
in Demera.ra consequent, it was said, on the authorities finding it 
necessary to reduce the rate of wages owing to depression in the 
sugar industry. Cane-field had been burnt during the previous 
week. Three gangs of coolies struck work on October 12th and 
went to Georgetown to complain to the immigration ag~nt-general. 
On their return on the 13th four ringle~ders were arrested on a 
charge of conspiring to murder the manager of the estate, who was 
unpopular. The agent-general had told them that no arrests would 
be made on account of their coming to him to lay complaints. In · 
an attempt at re cue frorn the police, three coolies were killed and 
other injured by the police who first fired over the head of the 
,, triker :, . The police fired two volleys and then fired independently 
with buck hot (about 70 rounds in all, 32 of, hich were in the air). 
Cane field were burnt and bridgeil destroyed. An inquest under 
the im1nigration laws, a. con;imenced before a tipendiar magi -
trate, but uspended by order of the -go ern1nent · a.n inquest wa , 
tnen opened with a jury in Georgetown, which found that the dead 
men were riotou ly a en1bled, and that the police fired undeI orders. 

1898-Montserrat. 

A riot occurred in Mont erra.t on th. 1 t of May 1898, consequent 
on th J 1 olic ndeavouring to I . eiz 1nen engaged in the illicit dis
tillation of rum. Th.e commi sioner of the i land wa present, with 
the ins1 ector-general of the Lee iVard Island po.lice force (who 
happ ned to be in the island on in 'I ction duty), who had even 
Ioli ·en1 n with hin. Tl~ I olic disob y d the order ·o fire, and 
fl d befo1· the -rowd leaving un prot et d th ommi ~sioner and 
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insp ctor, who were injured by tones and "tick 1. A police sergeant 
· late1· fir d in self defence · .'1ix men were wounded by buck shot. 

Appeal for a.·.,istanc , wa, sent to Antigua, with the result that next 
day 2 officers and 21 1nen from H.l\i.S. Intrepid and a re-in
forc ,n1ent, of police arrived. Forty p r 'On were arrested on a 
charg of riotin ( . The in I ctor-general at the nd of his report 

. strongly recomn nded the increa e of the police force in the colony, 
and the appointinent of a non-commis ioned officer of the royal 
Iri ·h con, tabulary to reorganize the force. ' 

1902-Jamaica. 

A riot commenced at Iff ontego Bay (the estimated population of 
which i 1 7000) on Saturday, April 5th, 1902, market-day, when the 
Htreet.1 were full, many country I eople being in town. It originated 
in the arrest of a drunken ailor, who was treated with unnecessary 
violence by the arre ting con table. Some two- hours after his 
being bailed out, the police on beat were attacked by a mob of young 
men and loo. e women, wh virtually obtained pos es ion of the town, 
their animu being directed ol ly against the police. Some arrests 
were made, but, owing to the threatening nature of the mob, the 
prisoner had to be released from the guard-room, where the ser

, geant-major and hi even men had to retreat, bein~ stoned by the 
mob. Police .~ ent to reconnoitre were al o attacked. Three shots 
were fired groundwards from the guard-hou.·e, one only making a flesh 
wound; and the polio ~ed and ► · ought helter, ultimately in the 
barrack . e cu~ to ( chief magi~trate) addres ·ed the people, and 
sr ecial con table were nominated. Rioting then ceased for the 
night. 

The police fo1:ce in the town on the 5th consi,• ted of a sergeant-
major and 9 men. The,1 e were reinforced on the 6th by the inspec
tor general, three in 1pector , a ·ergeant-major and 60 armed 
men. All wa '1 quiet <luring the day. After a 1ight disturb-
anc , . oon aft r 8 p.m., the crowd, following a Salvation Army 
officer, who had placed him ·elf over them in the hope of di
verting attention from the police, began to attack the police on beat 
(12 in number). These, and tho e ent to reinforce them, were 
driven to take shelter in house . The mob then atta~ked the police 
barrack ·. The in pector-general, stooping to examine a prostrate 
figure (either hurt or pretending to be hurt) was (with the inspector 
a~companying him, who wa rendered unconsciou ) violently as aulted, 
and received injur ie. "which would p1 obably have killed a man of 
le powerful phy ique," and which probably occa ioned his death 

hich occurred thre year,, later. Another in pector cleared the 
square with 40 men b mean,· of ba,yon t and ·hot ( ·ome 25 rounds). 
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On their i'e_turning to barrack the police had to fire twice. Then 
the rioting, which had la ted two and a half hours, ceased. Three 
person were shot by carbines-· -one shot_ dead, another died subse
quently. One was wounded by a bayonet-one by a baton : and 
four 01 five coutu ion were attended to in the hospital. Of seventy 
policemen, thirty.-on only were available for duty next morning. 
Three out of four police officer were severely injured. Troops, or 
H. lVI.S. ~-L1ribune, which wa at Port Royal, were telegraphed for. 
Both came, but there was no further disturbance. 

The riot wa reported upon by a commission, appointed by the 
governor tc enquire into the incident and causes of the disturbance 
in question, consisting of Sir Fielding Clarke, the chief justice, 
lieutenant-colonel R. Egerton, commanding the troops, and the Hon. 
C. B. Vickers an elected member of the legislative council. The 
commi ion took evidence at Montego Bay on 21st April and three 
following day ; at Kingston on May 1 t and 2nd, and again at 
·Montego Bay on May 7th and 8th. They reported that; though the 
rough treatment of the ailor commenced the dist~rbance, the 
subsequent riot was the outcome of a hatred on the part of the idle 
young loafer and dissolute women and otl\ers not confined to the 
lowest cla s, for a very efficient sergeant-major, Montego Bay being 
a very troublesome town to police ; and that the number of rioters 
w~re swelled by a fear of increased taxation in connection with a 
proposed "Property Tax Law." They also reported that the firing in 
the streets was necessary and not excessive ; but that the firing into 
a certain house was the result of a mistake. They highly commended 
the conduct of the in pector-general (who though eriou ly wounded 
retained command), and the serjeant-major and the force generally. 

1903-British Guiana. 
The riot arpongst the coolies on Plantation "Friends," Berbice, 

had it 'I origin in di atisfaction (later hown to be groundless) with 
the price of labour. It came to a head in the attempted 1escue of 
four of their comrades, ring-leaders, charged with threatening to kill 
an over eer, afterwards con icted. The police fired with ball cart
ridge, in ► elf defence-with the re ult that five coolies were killed. 
The ti1 endiary magistrate, who held the enquiry said in his Yerdict, 
'' I find no one erin1inally responsible for their [ the four coolies] 
death . E ery po sible mean~ was adopted to avert the disaster. 
The hooting wa ju tifiable and only resorted to after great for
bearan ·e on th I art of the I olice and magistrate, both of whom 
throughout di 'I la ed ·on. id rabl tact and patience." 
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1903-Trinidad. 

With the exception of the Morant Bay outbreak in Jamaica in 
1865, the Water Riot which occurred at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, in 
1903 wa the .1no ·t. erious disturbance that ha. t.aken pla ·e in the 
West Indies in pot-emancipation days. The two outbreak.· were 
alike in that they were instigated in great mea ure by per. ·on. other 
than the actual rioter.. The trouble aro e out of di content with a 
new water-works ordinance, against which a iolent outcry was 
raised and an un crupulous agitation organized chiefly becau. e it wa · 
intended to curtail the use of water in Port-of-Spain, which, being 
remarkably abundant, had been used with r eckle .. ne . Trouble haci 
been fore een by the di turbance by ·pectator, on March 16th when 
the legislative council was adjourned; and step had been taken to 
regulate admi ion (by ticket ) to the council chamber, where the 
matter was to be di cu 'sed, the chamber being part of a block of 
government buildings known as the Red House. Additional police 
were called in from country tation : and ther were available for 
duty in the neighbourh9od of the Red Hou. e on the 23rd of March, 
200 police : 99 being in and around the hou. e itself, armed with 
ten round. of ball ammunition apiece. Steps were taken to supple
ment the police by mean · of volunteers and the fir brigade. Shortly 
before the opening of the co~ncil meeting, members of the Rate-= 
payers A sociation deJ?anded admission, and refu.,ed tickets that 
were offered them, claiming right to free admi sion : in whjch they 
were backed by the crowd which had been a sembled by means of 
inflammatory speeches and placard , and had come, as had their 
leader , with the definite purpo. 'e of preventing the second reading 
of the water-works bill. Their attempt to force an entrance failed, 
and they held a meeting hard by. On the opening of the council 
at noon, three unofficial members prot sted again t the restriction 
of admi sion by tickets and two left the meeting as a protest. On 
the governor rising to make a statement with regard to the water
works ordinance, trouble aro e and the meeting had to be adjourned 
-much noise ha ing been cau ed out ide by a. crowd consisting of 
men, women and boys. Good natured turbulence gave place to hos
tilities. The governors carriage was wrecked ; the council cham
ber was attacked by throwers of stone ·, brick and bottles. A re-
er e of police wa ummoned. Th~ rp.oun~e_d mep . 9ehaved with 

cowardice, and retired in the face of an adver.1 e mob: and the other 
were little better. . An attempted ortie by the police from the Red 
House failed : at half pa. t two it was found that the house had 
been set on fire, and it became neces ary to read the riot act. This 
was done, but the stone throwing only increased. The order wa 
given to fire, and ~everal round., were fired by the police and a few 
volunteer.' before the mob gav way. More firing had to be re~ orted 
to to clear a way for the governor and l i. 1 party (including the 
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director of public works) to seek safety in the police barracks : 
but. this was followed by unnecessary and unjustifiable independent 
shooting by some of the police. More firing under direction took 
place in order to <lispers~ the mob. The fire brigade beh.fl,v_ed bad
lv, .. a,nd only turned out after much in ucement, exhibiting both di -
loyalty and cowardice. Thi behaviour rendered the task of saving 
the Red House from ~he flame impossible. The registrar's vault 
and the wall · of the building were all that were left, and, with rare 
exception , all the archives and important documents were de troyed. 
Fires at the police barracks and neighbouri~g houses were put out, 
but again the fire brigade behaved badly. At this time rnen from 
H.M.S. Pallas and Rocket arrived and volunteers from St. James 
barracks :_ and they were used to patrol the town to - prevent the 
threatened looting of -hops. Troops of light hor e and additional 
police were ·summoned from v~urious towns. The patrol proved ade
quate, and there was no recurrence of disturbances. 

The commission selected by the secretary of state for the colonies 
and appointed by the governor of Trinidad, consisted of Sir Cecil 
Clementi Smith, G.C.M.G., formerly governor of the Straits Settle
ments, Sir Henry Evan Murch~son James, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., formerly 
commissioner of Said, and 1Y1r. Stuart Macaskie, K. C., recorder of 
Sheffield. They sat from the 29th April till the 22nd of May, and 
examined 146 witnesses. The con1mission reported that they estima
ted the number of shots fired at 200. Sixteen persons were killed 
on the spot or died of their wound subbequently, and 43 others 
were treated for_ injuries. They further reported-( l) that the 
riots were to ·be attributed to the public opposition to the proposed 
water-works ordinance, stimulated by falsehood--~ and incitement 
to violence, and that they were precipitated by the opposition 
(stimulated in the same way) to the order restricting admission to 
the meetings of the legislative council to those who applied for 
a~d obtained tickets : ( 2) that, with the exception noted in the 
next clause, the firing by the police and certain civilian , was amply 
justifiable : ( 3) that there wa. excessive and unnecessary firing by 
ome individual members of the police-force, when not under cont1ol 

of re ponsible officers, to which some of the wounding and los of 
life was attributable : ( 4) that two, if not three, persons were brutally 
bayoneted and killed by the police, without any justification what
ever : (5) that the executive government failed to take adequate 
measures to correct the misrepresentations about the draft ordin
ance with a view to allaying the public excitement : (6) that there 
was, without doubt, a regrettable and serious division between a 
large and influential portion of the community in Port of Spain and 
the executive government regarding public affairs: (7) that there had 
been most deplorable delay (for which there was, in their opinion, no 
ju tification) in prosecuting the rioters and those whose conduct was 
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in a greater or less degree respon ible for the rioting : (8) that it 
wa · not foreseen by any one in authority that the public excitement 
against the draft water-work ' ordinance and the ticket regula
tion would culminate in ·erious rioting, and in that view the ·teps 
taken to maintain order and preserve the peace were not insuffi-
cient. 

1905-British Guiana. 

Con 1 equent on a demand, by ea ual wharf labourer ', for higher 
wages (on a par with special rates r cently paid for special work), 
seriou 1 riotina en. ued at Georgetown on November 30t h, 1905, 
chiefly among t the " Centipede' cla ', men and women of t,he lowe t 
type, and the riot act wa,• read. Further di,·turbance · occurred 
next morning : breaking out at Ruimveldt e ,tate in the surburb ', 
and soon preading to the town. A mob attacked, with stones and 
bottles, the police, who had to tire on three occasions. Seven per
son were killed, window. were broken, a pawnbroker's store looted · 
the militia (foot and artillery) were called out ; special constables 
enrolled, and a man-of-war was cabled for to Trinidad. The gov
ernor addre~ ed the people from the public building , ½ut the re ult 
was unsuccessful. On December 3rd, the governor wa,. able to 1·eport 
that all was quiet though there wa · .•ome trouble at an outlying 
plantation. He recei ed a deputation from the strikers, and, on 
that day H.M S. S appho arrived (110 blue jackets being landed), 
and she wa followed by H.M.S. Diarnond the next morning. 

To sum up, on Thur day the riotou · , ·triker , practically put a , top 
to all bu. ine s, forcibly entered stores, assaulted those who wished 
to wod .... and also some employers and their clerks &c. Several po
licemen were injured, one eriously. On :Friday most serious riOting, 
accompanied by many severe and dangerou assaults on white per
, ·01v entire ces ation of business, open robbery, innumerable ea e,, 
of minor as. '1 aults, threat.· and abuse &c., and great damage to pro
perty, which could only be quelled by bloodshed. On Saturday di,· 
orderly crowds blocking all traffic, and preventing all business, assault:; 
robbery and damage to a les ·er extent took place. 

Of the 148 per. ons arre. ·ted in connection with the riot , f>9 were 
released: 87 were convicted in the poli ·e magistrate's court ; the 
entence including six month. impri8onment and flogging f01 males 

a,nd the having of th head for female . The total number of police 
injured during riots wa, 58, most of them slightly : one died. Forty
five of the civilian po1 ulati.on were Atoned and asRaulted by rioters. 

Proceedings were taken out against militiamen who failed to an-
swer the call to arms. 

The verdict of the inquest on tho ,e 'hot wa. · "decea d met their 
lea/ ,h · from wounds a t the hand · of police hooting on the 1. ·t 
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December in the lawful execution of their duty after the Riot Act 
had been read and the people duly w~rned. " The Governor reported 
"I can not speak in too high terms of the conduct of the police at 
every stage of the rioting. The.v obeyed all orders willingly, · prompt
ly, and unflinchingly, and proved themselYes to be a reliable and well 
directed body of men." He also praised the militia, as a body (some 
of the infantry failed to turn out). A public subscription of up
ward:5 of $1000 was raised for the police force. As an outcome of 
the experience gained during the quelling of the riots, it was pro
posed to add mounted men to the police force, to reduce the ·number 
of the militia, and to resuscitate the volunteer force, part to be 
mounted. 

Four elected members voted in the court of policy for a special 
enquiry into the cause of the riots. The governor thought it un
necessary, and the secretary of state confirmed that opinion, stating 
that he would grant an enquiry only, if a majority of the elected 
members in the combined court asked for it at tlie colony's expense. 
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