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P .APERS 

Relating t-o Table of F·ees of Customs for the Ports of D~mera~a 

and Berbioe. 

- (1.) -

Copy af a Report of the Commis-sitmers of Revenue Inquiry in the West Indies~ 

. to .the ,Comwission.ers.-0f .the Customs; dated -6th Maroh 1812. 
I 

' G EH!'LEMEN., 

BEFORE entering into our Report upon the general state of this Port, we are 
most particularly atixious to submit for your immediate consideration and ditec

·tions, a Table ,of Fees; which we hav.e felt it our ,duty, undet ·the very ditbcult arid 
peculiar circumstances in which we found ourselves situated, strdngly to' n ·comni.end 
to the officers of this Port, for their immediate adoption, ti~l the pleasu-re ~k His 
Majesty's government could be taken, with a view to a more efficient afid' .pertna
ne.nt system. 

We have not ventured to ta1ce so great a responsibility upon ourselves ·wi,thout 
.the most scrupulous inquiries, and the maturest .deliberations. 

We have considered the .Acts of .the 5th Gen. HI. c. 4.5. s. 27. and the 
10th Geo. III. c. 37. s. 2. and have weighed the nature of our commission, as 
well as the strict letter of our instructions; and although we are fully aware that· 
the main af.ld leading object of out .commission is to examine and inquire, and to 
~propose such suggestions .and regu.latioris for the future improvement and am.end
;-ment of the system .of revenue, as f~om time to time may occur; yet as we have 
Jound the practice in regard to Fees so total~y disorganized, their amount and re- _ 
peated variati<©BS so univePsally complained of~ disputes and misunderstandhws the 
same had occasioned so .long continued, to the great -loss and detrinient of th~ mer ... 
-chant, and the ·most serious impediments to the .public s.ervice, •We felt ourselves 
. calle~ t1pon to draw up and sa?ction a table of fees, in order to ~ppease and allay 
•the discontent so genernlly ·ex,c1ted, and to embrace as qear as poss1blf! th~ ·!!l'ea:t .ob
j ects pointed. out in the Fif~eenth Report of the Commissioners of Public Accounts, 
;viz. ease and accommodat10n to.commerce; a •safe and equal s:ource of revenue to 
. the officer; and the prevention of ali injurious tendency 1o the revenue. , 

It may, be too early to -enter into the question so very ably urged by the Comtnis.i 
•sioners of -Public Accoµnts in their Fifteenth Report on ,the Customs, as to the total 
abolition -of fees; there 1nay be .many "and -very important considetations wlJich 
miaht be urged against their abolition in the colonies, which would not weio:h in ' 
En~·lan4. Should it be the opinion -of His Majestfs government that fees should 
be ~ontinued in ,the colonies, -the .only alterati.o:ri in prin.ci_ple that we should at present 
presume ,to recommend would be, that a, fee f~nd sho~ld be established, and that at 
{he end of each -.quartet -regular .accounts sh,ould be made up and transmitted home 
of the gross amount of fees reteived .fo each quarter, and that the sarn~ should b~ 

.. distributed among the seve_ral officers e.~p1oyed .in the service of .the revenue, as 
might be -settled by the scale at ,present 1m for.ce, or by any one better adapted to 
:the purpose. 

We beg leav,e to subjoin in tlile A ppendi·x,. €-xtracts from the examh1ations of tnost 
.. of the principal mercha~ts in Barbadoes upon this subject, a.$ wtll as exrractg-from 
:the examinatioB,s; of every .offic.e1· o-£ the cuSitoms. 

307, \Ve 



4 PAPERS RELATING TO TABLE ·oF .FEES 

[T'hePapersmarked We have also subjoined (marked A.) the table of fees as established by Sir G. 
(A.) (A. 2 -) and Beckwith, at Martinique, modified by Mr. :Grant, . the Collector of the Customs at 
(Ab. 3·) adre] not St. Pierre, and at present in force in that island ,· also a docket of fees stated to .su ,joint • 

have been established at Barbadoes in the time of Mr. Keeling, Collector at that 
Port, marked (A. 2.) and a docket drawn up by the present Collector, marked 
(A. 3.); and lastly, the table of fees marked (B.) which after painful and labo
rious inquiry and deliberatio1.1, we have ventured to draw up ourselves_ and sanction: 
and to which we beg urgently to solicit your very particular and early attention. 

. . 
The principle upon which we have proceeded in drawing up the table of fees, thus 

submitted to your consideration, has been simplicity; and with that view, we have 
adopted the plan in the table marked (C.) from Martinique, of classifying vessels 
under the three different heads of Island, European, American or Neutral, and of -
proportioning the fees according to the rate of tonnage of each vesse]. 

We must admit, that according to the table we have thus ventured to ~nction, 
the amount of fees is still very considerable ; but we had difficulties presented to us 
o~ all sides _; and, :when we _have stated the reasons which -eventually determined 

· us so far to exceed the strict-limits of our instructions as to sanction the fees, as we 
have_ done, we trust we shall stand excused from arrogance or as~umption of power, 
and satisfy you that we have only done that which we felt ourselves imperiously 
called upon to do, upon the exigency of the moment, and in the conscientious dis
charge o~ a very arduous a~d important public duty. 

In the first place, no legal table of fees existed; nor could we obtain any direct 
evidence by which we could ascertain what were the foes actually taken before the 
year 1764, the period stated in the Act of the 5th Geo. 3, c. 45, s. 2i; nor what 
were the fees usually, generally and accustomedly taken, according to the . rule laid 
down by the Act 10th Geo. 3. c. 37, s. 2. i . 

· We ne~t considered that Barbadoes was a principal Port, and repeatedly ad~erted 
to by several Acts of Parliament, as a guide to other ports· in the Leewar~ Islands, 
particularly with regard to fees. 

· · In fixing a table of fees for that Port? we had in contemplation to extend the 
same throughout the Colonies, and thereby establish one simple uniform system, 
which might become the known practice every where ; arid this was the more im
·portant, as we have good reason to believe, that in most of the Islands, the fees 

, are still more exorbitant and irregular than at Barbadoes, and too often left to the 
mere win of the merchant on the one side, or the arbitrary exaction of the officer of 
the revenue on the other._ 

Thirdly, we had seen that the table of fees in force in the North American Pro
vinces,. a copy of which we transmitted home to you with our Report from Halifax, 
was signed by Mr. Ainslie, in the year 1768, who was acting Surveyor General for 
your Board; we are not apprized of his instructions or autliority, ~ut as his name 
was affixed . to this table, we ~ould not but consider the same as a sanction to it, and 
would therefore offer this, as a precedent for what we had taken upon ourselves to. 
do here. 

We have only to add, that had we left the table of fees drawn up by the present 
collector or any other, we felt that we should be still giving a qualified sanction to 
the same, and have thereby incurred all the responsibility, without effecting that 
practical good we hope to accompfo,h by the measures we have taken. . . 

From the various and laborious duties we have had to ~ischarge at this port, and 
from· the difficulti~s we have had to contend with in forming a table of fees, from. a. 
want of longer experience, and more practical knowledge, we cannot presume tQ 
·offer the present table as in every instance unexceptionable; we have endeavoured 
as near as possible to combine all the objects so forcibly laid down in the Fifteenth 
Report of the Commissioners of Public Accounts above alluded to, and submit the 
same to you, with the greatest defere~ce and respect for your decision. 

In forming this table, we have been most anxious to fix such a remuneration to 
the several officers of the revenQ·e as might be judged reasonable; due regard being 
had to· the capacity. and industry required, the trust reposed, ·and responsibility in.
cur~ed, the station in life of tbe person employed, and also the hazard of an 

r unhealthy 



FOR PORTS ~oF -DEMERA-RA AND: BERBICE. 5 - - -

unhealthy clima~e. With these views, we endeavoured to lay down a certain scale· · 
to go by. io ~pportioning the fees to the .several oflic'ers-. . In so doiug, _ we felt that the 
colle~tor, while the present extent of busin€ss is transacted at this Port, should 
have an incm:pe of from 2,500 l. to 3,000 l. sterling per annum ; the Comptrol,er 
from 1,400 l. to 1,600 l. the -searchers from 500 l. to 600 l. and the landing
waiters from 300 l. to 400 l. Upon this principle we ~ere very d_esirous to increase 
the fees of the Comptroller, from one.third to ·at least one-half of what the collector 
receives ; and_ consideriµg the responsibility and importance attached .to that office, 
we would submit that the situation of Comptro11·er ought to be filled by a person of 
·great respectability; and that the present rate by which his fees are regulated, is in
adequate to give him that weight and independence he -ought to have : · but in 
looking attentively into the acts of parliament of the 5th and 1 oth Geo. III. we 
found ourselves so restricted by their operation in limiting the fees of -Comptroller to 
one-third only of what the collector receives, that we could not ventme to act in 
such direct oppositio~ to their spirit _and le.tter. ' 

We can only, therefore, beg to recommend this measure to your consideration ; 
and, as we propose sanctioning the Table of Fees thus submitted· to you, throughout 
the different Colonies, we would again very respectfully entreat .your early attention 
to this important subject, and that you will favour us with precise instructions for 
our future information and guidance in regard to the same. · 

St. Lucia, 6 March 1812. 

T o the honourable the Commissioners 
of His Majesty's Customs. 

. (Signed) {

R. B. Dean . 
R. Tlwmpson,, 
Geo. W!Jke." 
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(B.)-A Table of Fees for the Port of Bridgetown, in the Island of 
15th day of , 

Collector. 
Comp- Two Four 
troller. Searchers. Waiters. 

Island vessels entering in ballast, and clearing 
L with cargo, or the reverse : 

Doll,ars. Dollars. Doll,ars. Dollars. 

Under 20 tons 4 2 4 

From 20 to 35 - 6 3 4 

35 60 9 4 6 

60 80 12 (J) 5 8 
~ 

6 So - - 100 - '!" 15 r-<n 8 
$,,.. 

18 
~ 

100 - 1.50 - ~ I 
~ i 10 Q 

, I •. ~ 
150 - - 200 - 21 0 8 12 

r..) 
Cl) 

~ -On island vessels efltering with cargoes, and 4-. 
0 

· clearing with cargoes: ~ 
$;., ·-~ 

Under 20 tons 
~ 

- 9. I 
3 4 Q) 

~ 

From 20 to 35 - 9 
0 

4 6 
Q) 

60 
,.Q 

6 8 35 - - 12 ~ 
;..> 

60 So 15 Q.) l!'!f 10 
~ I 

80 - 100 -:' 18 :n 8 12 ~s... 
Q) -- 150 100 - - 21 - 9 14 0 
s-, 

150 - - 200 and upwards 24 
-+-J 

16 Q.. 10 
I 
0 u 

European vessels entering with or without cargoes, 
Q) 

~ 

and clearing with eargoes ·: ~ 

Under 5 o tons - 12 6 8 

From 50 - to 130 18 g 12 
' 

130 - 200 - 24 12 16 
I 

200 - - 300 - 27 15 20 

300 400 36 18 24 

400 - - and upwards 42 20 28 

European vessels entering with or without cargoes and clearing in ballast, 
half of the above fees. 



FOR -PORTS OF DEMERARA AND BERBICE. 

Barbadoes, by the Commissioners o(Special Revenue Inquiry. 
F.ebruary 1812. 

On American vessels' entering and clearing with 
-or without cargo: 

Under 50 tons - - - - .. 
I From 50 - to 130 - - - -

130 200 .. - - - - -
11 

:1 200 - - 300 - - ·- -
300 - - 400 - -- -

400 - - and upwards - ·-

Fees on granting Registers on vessels : 
-

Under 40 tons - - - - -
From 40 - to So - - - -

80 - - 1,50 - - - -
150 - - 200 and upwards · -

Endorsing register, new master, and taking bond 

Drogher's Pass for six months - - -
Ditto - - - - - twelve months - - -
Non-objection note, or short clearance - -
Permit for loading or fanding a cargo - -
Certificate acc(i)mpanying the same, and bonds -
Post entry - - - - - - -

(Signed) 

r, ~ 

Ooll~ctor. Comp .. 
troller. 

Dollars. DoUars. 

18 
i 

24 
(I) 

30 ~ -
,,..tn 

36 
s-. 
0 ~ -
t:.) 

42 II ~ -0 

48 u 
Q) 

..c 
..,.;i 

~ 
0 

II '-e 

·= ~ 
9 

~ 
I 

Q) 
11 0 

I 12 0 
Q) 

15 
,.0 

11 

0 ,._ 
18 Q.) 

~ 
II 00 

3 "'s-. 
~ 

6 -0 
~ 

+.;i 

~ 

9 8 
0 

3 u 
Q) 

...c:: 
I ~ 

I 
1 ii 

3 

·~ ~ 

{

R. B. Dean, 
R. Thompson, 
Geo. Wyke. 

~ 

- ·-

Two 
Searchers. 

-

II 
I 

Dollcw$. 

8 

10 
I 
II 

14 ii 

II 
16 

18 

20 

-
I --

-
-

-
-

II 

II -
-

II -
-I 

-

7 

-

Four 
Waiter&. 

Dollars. 

10 

14 

18 

24 

26 
II 28 

II 

-
-
-
-
--. 
-
-
-II · 

-
-
_ _ __.., 



.PAPERS RELATING 1'0 TABLE OF .FEES 

__ , '(2.) -. 

Copy of an Order of the Lords of the Treasury establishing a Table or Docket of 
Fees for the Ports of Demerara and Berbiee ; dated 5 August 1819. - -

GENTLEMEN, 

I HA VE laid before the Lords Commi$sioners of His M&jesty's Treasury, the 
Tables of Fees tQ be taken by yqur officers at Demerara and Berbi~e, submitted in 
your Report of the 1 oth ultimo; and I am commanded to acquaint you that my 

Lords 

A Table of Fees to be rec€ived by the Officers m the 

Island vessels, or frorn the 13ritish North American 
Colonies, entering in ballast, apd clearing with a cargo, 
or the reverse : 

Under 
From 

20 tQns -
20 - to_ 35 
35 - 60 -
60 So -
80 - · 100 -

100 - - 150 -
t 50 ~ .. 200 and upwards 

On Island vessels, or from the British North American 
Colonies, entering with cargoes, and clearing with 
cargoes: 

Und~r 
From 

20 tpns -
20 - to 35 -

60 ~ 35 
60 

So 
100 

150 

So "' 
100 -

150 
200 and upwards 

-. 

European vessels, namely British and Dutch, entering 
with or without cargoes, and clearing with cargoes: 

Under ,50 tons -
:From 50 - to 130 -

130 200 -

200 300 -

300 400 -
400 - and upwards -

Collector. 

.Dolum. 

4 
6 
9 

12 

15 
18 
21 

9 
9 

12 

15 
18 
21 

24 

12 

18 
24 
2j 
36 
42 

Comp
troller. 

pqllwrs: 

3 Waiters. 
and 

Searchers. 

\ 

Dollar,. 

3 
41 
6 
7¾ 
9 

10½ 
12 

4¾ 6 -
9 · 

101 
12 

13 f 
15 

9 
12 
18 _ 

Europ~an ~essels. namely British and Dutch, entering with or without cargoes, 
and clearmg m ballast, half of the above fees. 

Dollars. 

For a general certificate of the landing the cargo of each ship - .. 2. 

For a certificate required by individuals to cancel bonds given in England, 1. 

The ~bo_ve fe~s to be divided between the collector and comptroller in the same 
proportion as other fees. _ , 

T~is Table established by an order of the Lords of the Treasury, date~ -the 
5th August 181 g. 



FOR PORTS OF. DEMERARA AND .. RERJUCE. , {9 

Lords approve of the same, with the exception of the package money to be paid to 
the water-sid.e officers, which my Lords observe should be stated in Demerara cur
rency, instead of four-pence sterling; and to desire that with these alterations, the 
tables of foes be transmitt~d to the respective colonies of Demarara and Berbice, 
<\nd carried into effect .. 

I am, &c. ·· Treasury Chambers, } 
5 August 1819. 

1 
(Sig•11ed) S. R. Luskington~ 

Commissioners Customs. 
i 

Service o(the Customs, in the British C0lony of Deme1~ra. 

Collector. 

011 foreign vessels other than Dutch, should they here
after be allowed to land or load goods at Demerara, 
entering and clearing with or without cargoes : 

Under 50 tons - - - -
From 50 - to 130 - - -

130 - - 200 - - -

200 - - 300 - - -

300 - - 400 - - -
400 - and upwards - -

Fees on granting Registers on vessels : 

Under 40 tons - · - - .. - -
From 40 - to 80 - - - -

So - - 150 - - - -
150 - - 200 and upwards -

Endorsing register, new master, and taking bond - - ,, 

Drogher's Pass for six months - - -
.. · .. D 0 

- ,. twelve months - -

11 

Non-objection note, or short clearance -
Permit for loading or landing a cargo - -
Certificates accompanying the same, and bonds -
})ost entry - - - - - _ 

• 11 
II 

Dolla1·s. 

- 9 
12 -
15 
18 
3_ 
6 
9 
3 
1 

1 

3 

Comp
troJler. 

3 Waiters 
and 

Searchers, 

Dollars. 

12 

15 
21 
24 

I 27 
I 30 
:I 

In all cases where a fee is allowed to be taken by a British officer Qf the Customs, 
and the attendance or signature of a Dutch officer is also required, the British 
officer to receive one-half, and the Dutch officer the· other half of the stipulated fee. 

-Package money to the water-side officers on all produce of the Colony shipped, 
to be egual1y divided among thos~ officers, viz. __ 

For every hogshead or puncheon 

Three tierces .. 

Five barrels 

Three-pente sterling, or 3 stivers. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Ten small cases or packages ditto. 

Ten pieces fustic r- ditto. 

Ten hides - · ditto. 

Six bags of coffee ditto. 

Three bales of cotton • • - ditto. 

And also half a d.allar for endorsing all permits. 

C 



10 PA.PERS RELATING TO TABLE OF FEES 

A Table of Fees .to be received by the Officers in the 

... ~ -·-
•' .... ,~ ~- L.,,,. • 

Comp-
2 Waiter! 

Collector• and 
fl. troller. Searchers. 

Island vessels, or from the British North American 
Colonies, entering in ballast, and clearing with a cargo, 
or the reverse ~-

f 
Doll,ars. Dollars. Dollars. 

I 
I 

Under 20 tons - ~ - :- - . A 2 I 

From 20 - to 35 .. ~ - - - 6 3 

35 - - . 60 - ~ ' 
., ~ 9 4 

60 80 
II - - -I - - - - 1~ 5 

80 - .. 100 .. - - - ~ II 15 6 
.i I 

100 - - 150 - - - - - 18 Q> 7 ~ 
150 - - 200 ~nd upwards - ~ - 21 rn 8 "s-. 

0 
~ 

I ~ 
Q) -On island vessels, or from the British North American 0 u 

Cblonies, -entering with cargoes, and clearing with CL) 
...c= I 

cargoes: 
I 

~ 

~ 

Under 20 ton~ 9 
0 

3 - - - - '"!' ~ 
~ 

$.,c 

From 20 - to 35 - - - - - I 
9 :.c 4 I 

~ 

' 
I 

60 
CL) 

6 35 - - - 1!1 - - - 12 C 
0 

(jo So 15 11 CL) 

7 - - - - - - - ..c 

So 18 
0 

8 - - 100 - - - - - ~ 

CL) 

100 - - 150 - - "!" - - 21 I 
~ 

9 rn 

200 and upwards 
"'$..c 

150 - - - - - 24 (1.) 10 --0 
$;.c 

:1 ~ 

~ 
.. 

European ve~sels, namely British and Dutch, entering 8 
0 

with or without cargoes, and clearing with cargoes : u 
CL) 

~ 

Under 5 o tons - - - - - - 12 8 6 I 

From 50 - to 130 - - - - - 18 8 

130 200 24 
' I 

12 lo\ ... - - "!' ~ -
;1 

~00 - ... 300 - - -:- ':" 27 I 15 

300· .. 40Q 36 I 18 - - - :- - -
I 

and upwards 42 I 
400 - - - - - 20 

-

Europe~n vessels, name~y British and Dutch, entering with or 'Yithout cargoes, 
and clearing in ballast, half of the above fees. , 

Dollars.. 
For a general certificate of the landing the cargo of each ship - - 2 ... 
For a ~ertificate required by individuals to cancel-bonds given in England, 1. 

Tue above fees to be djyid~d between the collector and comptroller, in_ the sa~e 
proportion as other fees. 

This Table e,staplished by an order of the Lords of the T r~asury, dated the 
• • 

1 5th Au~ust- 1819 .. -· · · · · , 

\ 
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FOR PORTS OF DEMERARA .AND BERBICE. 11 

Service of the Customs, in the British Colony of Berbice. 

Comp-
~ Waiters 

Collector. and 
trolle1·. Searchers. 

On foreign vessels other than Dutch, should they 
hereafter be allowed to land or load goods at Berbice, 

Dollars. Dollars. Dollars., eniering and clearing with or without cargoes : 

Under 5 o tons 18 8 
From 50 to 130 - 24 cu 10 

- ~ 

130 200 - -- 30 ,...Ul 14 s... 

36 0 
16 200 300 - ..,;;;J 

(;,J 
Cl) -3 .00 - ~ 400 - ~ 42 0 18 u 

400 and upwards 48 Cl) 20 ..c::: 
~ 

~ 
0 

Fees on granting Registers on vessels: '"'O 
~ 

:a .._ 
Under 40 tons II ,, I 

9 (1) 
s::: 

Fro,n So 0 
40 - to - :-- ~ 12 (1) 

II ,.0 
So 150 - 15 0 

~ 

and upwards 18 
(1) 

150 200 ~ 
Ul 

Endorsing register, new master, and taking bonds - 3 "'s... 
~ -Drogher' s Pass for six months - .- 6 0 s--
~ 

- twelve· ditto 
0.. 

Ditto - - - 9 8 
0 

N o-obj ection note, or short clearance - 3 u 
(1) 

Permit for loading or landing a cargo - 1 R 
Certificates accompanying the same, ,and bonds 1 

Post entry ~ '°\ " 3 

In all cases where a fee is allowed to be taken by a British officer of the Customs 
and the atte~dance or signature of a Dutch ofljcer is also required, the British 
officer to receive one half, and the Dutch officer the other half of the stipulated 
fee. 

Package money to the wate_rside officers, on all produce of the Colony shipped to 
be equally divided among those officers, viz. ' 

_For every hogshead or puncheon - 3 pence sterling, or 3 stivers. 
Three tierces - ~ ditto. 

· Five barrels - " 
ditto. 

Ten small c_ases or packa,ges ditto. 

Ten pieces fustic ditto. 

Ten hides ~ ditto. 

Six. bags coffee .., ditto. 

Three bales of cotton .:. .,. . . ditto. 

. And also half a dollar for ,e_ndori;ing all ~e~~its. 
11 

ak 



12 :·· pA_PERS · RELATING .TO. TABLE OF -FEES ~ 

- (3.) - . . . -

Copy of a Memorial of the Officers of His Majesty's Customs at Demerara ; 
dated 20th O~tober 181 g. -

.. Hbnm1rable Sirs, 
Custom H~use, Demerara, October. 20th, 1 81 g •. 

WE hav~ received your Honours letter ~-f tl~e 20th of August, No. 20, with the . 
docket accompanying it, which we h~ve caused to be published three times in the 
Gazette of this Colony, and which is now acted on in every departm_ent of the Custom
hciuse. We beg to asstn·e you that we shall pay the strictest attention to your dirnc
tions on this head, aµd we shall take .care that the inferior officers on the.. establish-
ment d~ nbt -deviat~ from the orders you haye given: _ , 

'If this change in the docket 'of fees had arisen •from any representation which had 
be~9 mfl-de to your ;Honours of our fees having be~n i~prop.erly increased, we truslt 
you would nave given us an opportunity of answermg such a charge,. as we could 
readily have · proved that no increase whatever has taken place in the fees of this 
offlce since the capture of the Colony. . . 

We have eve1·y reason to believe likewise that the merchants here were perfectly 
satisfied with the docket as it stood, as well as with the manner in which the busi ... 
ness was carded ·on. · 

Your H~nours ~ave directed us to represent to you such circumstances on this 
su.~ject as may be fit for your cognizance. We .beg permission therefore to point 
out to you , the inconvenience to which we must necessari}y be subjected, in having 
taken from us, without the slightest notice;· two-thirds of that income, on the certain_ 
re~~_ipt of which we had .calculated our different establishments. It is right likewise 
that we should represent to your Honours, that if this docket is a suitable one for the 
W,est Indies generally, it cannot be so for this colony;-inasm-ucnas the expense ofliving 
is three times greater here th.a~ in any· island in the -,vest Indies. It is a fact 
which will -be verified to your HonO\)rs by any person who has ever bee~ in this 
cOOHtry, that hdmse•rent, -provisions, ··servants, and every-other necessary, are dearer 
in _proportion of three to one, or at least five to two, th~n they are in ariy other-West 
India settlement. We must likewise bring to your Honours notice, the probable 
cireamstance of the Comptroller's income falling something short of that of any one 
of t~e waiters and searchers. We infer this probability from the cireu~stanGe ?f i~ 
having very little exceeded it during the short period that this docket was fqrmerly 
acted on; and as your Honours will ·recollect that at that time his fees were dfrected 
to be taken in a proportion equal to one half of those of the Collector, as r~com- · 

_mended by your Committee of special inquiry, there is a strong presumption, as he 
is now allowed but one-third, that they will not amount to as much as those of one 
of the waterside officers.- ,. ~ 

. , This is a result which we apprehend was not in your Honours contemplatio~. 
The special report of yomr Commissioners of revenue inquiry, propo$ed to fix the 
income of the Comptroller, in consequence, as stated, of the responsibility and impor'!' 
tance attached to the office, at. about three times the amount of any inferior officer; 

\ hut if, ac.cor.qing to their recommendation, ym1r. Honours .should be inclined to in"!' 
crease it to one half, it will exceed but in a very trifling degree the emoluments. of 
one of those gentlemen~ 

We beg farth~r to inquire if it is your Honom~s. intentiG>B to do away ~itjl_ t~9~e 
fees which are received unoer specific acts of parliament, and with those which 
have hitherto been taken -on the importation and- exportatiot1 of- negroes. Of the 

. former, the ma~i~e ~ists, apd the affid~~its, we are authorized to «dminis!er as IIlagi~ 
strates, under the __ 5th Geo. II. and the 47th Geo. HI. cap. 48. are instances; and 
as a considera_ble expem;e is ofren incurred-- by officers on the inspection of negroes, 
as. the~ sometimes go for the convenience of the owner a~d· negrnes, ~, 30 or 40 
miles for that purpose, we apprehend it would be your Honours wish t at the fees 
for those duties should remain unaltered. 

The Honoura'9ble the Commissi~n~~s 
of the Cqstoms. 

W e .. have the honour to be, -&c. 

(Si ned) {A~~r.-1f7m Forhes, _,A~t~ Coll\ 
g · · P., -St[!,ple, Comptroller. · 



S OF .DEMERARA AND . BEREiGE. 

- - (4.) -

Copy of a Memorial from the Officers of His Majesty's Customs at Demera.ra, 
dated ut March 1820; 

Honourable Sirs, 
· Custom Houfe, Demerara, 1 March 1820. 

· WE have read with very great regret, in the English papers, an extract from a 
Report of the Cou1mittee -of Ship Owners at Liverpool, in whi:ch it is stated, that 
the Lords gf His Majesty's T1~asury h~d found it necE;ssary to check the abuses 
practised by the officers of the customs in Demerara and Berbice, by limiting the 
fees to be taken by them, to an amount upon an average, little more than a third 
of what they were in .the practice of exacting. ' 

W € should not, ourselves have condescended to notice, and still less should ·we 
have troubled your Honours, with any reference to a common newspaper para~ 
graph, but the above bears -on the face of it an official character., and if we trnated 
it with neglect, it might be infer.red, that such a statement was not altogether un
founded; we know not if the late .change in the docket of fees to he receiv~d . at 
this Port, :was directed by the Lords of the Treasury, in consequence of any repre
sentation of this nature. vVe should, indeed, have hoped that their Lordships wo~ld 
have given us an opportunity of answering any charge of abuse or extortion i\vhich 
had been preferred against us; but if any s.uch representation has been mad{}, w,e., 
beg permission respectfully to state to their Lordships, through your honouirable 
Board, that the same, as far as refers to us, is a-]together unf-0unded. No fees 11ave 
been received by us, but such as have been authorized by the Governor of the' Colot.~y, 
after a most mature deliberation and consultation with the princip.al rnercba:nts of 
the place, by w.hom those fees were regulated and approved.. A docket so settled by 
the merchants themselves, was directed by his Excellency Major General Dalrymple1 · 

in the year 1 Sog, to be published in all the papers,, and has been, with his Excellen
.cy's signature attached to it, suspended in a co11spicuous part of the Custom-house, ': 
from that period. We were not only authorized, but directed to govern ourselves by 
.this docket.; and we must presume, therefore, that no charge o~ abuse can be founded 
-0n our having done so. We beg farther to remark to your Honours, that this docket 
must be supposed to have been a reasonable one; it was formed b~y merchants who 
would have been themselves the sufferers, _had they sanctioned any unreasonable 
-charge, and who, from their local knowledge of the expense of living in this Colony, 
must have beea the best judges as to what was a reasonable remuneration for officers 
-residing here. 

We beg leave to ·enclose your Honours a -copy of the Order published with this 
-docket, in the newspapers of the Colony ; and we request permission at the same 
time, to .refer your Honours to our letter to the Commissioners of Special Revenue 
Inquiry, dated the 15th May 1812. 

·we can prove, by th€ most unquestioned evidence, that no deviation whatever 
from the fees established by that docket, has taken place, as far as regards ourselves; 
.and if .any augmentation has ever been charged by the waiters and searchers, no 
.complaint of a nature which we could notice, . has ever been made to us. Many of 
our fee-bills are still in existence; and the -clerks who made them out, and, as we 
believe, every merchant in the town, will · be ready to testify to their perfect accord
ance with the docket we were directed to govern ourselves by. 

We trust your Honours will be of ,opi,mion, that it is as essential to the good of the 
service, as it is to -our owa feelings a~d ,characters, .to defend ourselves from asper
sions which we rreaUy do_ not, and have not merited. If your Honours will 'conde
scend to direct an investigat1on to take place through the Governor of the Colony, or 
in any other way, and it should apµear to you that we have, by misrepresentation, 
,been deprived of the la~ges.t p.art of that revenue which was thought necessary for 

D us, 
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us, by those who were most competent to form· a judgment, we should look up with 
much confidence to your Honour~ justice to replace us in the situation in which we 
former! y stood. 

, We beg leave respectfully to solicit from your Honours, that you will endeavour 
to remove from the mind. of the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury any unfavourable 
impression which t}:ley may entertain. on this subject. . 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) {Alet't,. Wm Forbes, Actg CoW. 
P. Staple, __ Comptroller, 

The Honourable the Commissioners 
of the Customs. 

NOTICE. 

WHEREAS the principal Officers of his Majesty's customs, and the Merchants 
of these Colonies, have mutually consented and agreed to establish the following 
Docket of Fees, to be received and paid at the Custom-house, in the Port of 
Demerara, and the same having been laid before his Excellency Major General 
Dalrymple, for his approbation, he has been pleased to approve thereof, and to 
direct that it shall be immediately adopted, in the room of the docket lately received 
fr~m Barbadoes; and farther, that a copy, bearing his Excellencf s signature, 
shall be posted up in the most conspi_cuous place in the Custom-house, for the 

. information of all concerned, who are hereby ordered and directed to take notice 
of the same, and govern themselves accordingly. 

• G 0-vernment House, Demerara, 
. the 20th day of April 1 809. By his Excellency's Comma1-1d, .. 

(Sgined) Geo. Eddington, 
Govr'' Seer. 
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