


LADY NUGENT’S JOURNAL
JAMAICA ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS AGO







LADY NUGENT’S
JOURNAL

JAMAICA ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY
YEARS AGO

REPRINTED FROM A JOURNAL KEPT BY
MARIA, LADY NUGENT, FROM
1801 TO 1815 ISSUED FOR
PRIVATE CIRCULATION
IN 1839

EDITED BY

FRANK CUNDALL,

SECRETARY AND LIBRARIAN OF THE INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS AND MAPS
AND ADDITIONAL NOTES

PUBLISHED FOR
THE INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA
BY
THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE
14 TRINITY SQUARE, LONDON, E.C.3

1934

L




Fivst published edition 1907
Second published edition 1934

PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN




TO

LADY SWETTENHAM

ON HER MARRIAGE AT HALFWAY-TREE, JAMAICA, TO

SIR JAMES ALEXANDER SWETTENHAM, K.C.M.G.,
CAPTAIN-GENERAL AND GOVERNOR-IN-CHIEF
IN AND OVER THE ISLAND OF JAMAICA
AND ITS DEPENDENCIES,
IN AUGUST, 19035,
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER THE
DEPARTURE OF LADY NUGENT FROM JAMAICA,

THIS REPRINT IS DEDICATED




NUGENT

GEORGE

BOOK-PLATE OF SIR




CONTENTS

PAGE

PREFACES TO THE SEcCOND AND FIRST PUBLISHED

EDITIONS

ix&x

CHRONOLOGY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE
LivEs oF SIR GEORGE AND LADY NUGENT, WITH

SPECIAL REFERENCE TO JAMAICA

INTRODUCTION

The West Indies, 1801—5

The Aftairs of Haiti, 1791~ 1806

Civil Administration of Jamaica, 1801-5

Military Administration of Jamaica, 18015

The External Trade of Jamaica, 1801-5

Slavery

Parentage and foe of SII' George Nugent

Parentage and Life of Lady Nugent

Additional Notes : :
CHAPTER I

APRIL—DECEMBER 3I, 1801

CHAPTER 1I

JANUARY 1I—DECEMBER 31, 1802

CHAPTER III
JANUARY 1—DECEMBER 3I, 1803

CHAPTER 1V

JANUARY 1, 1804—SEPTEMBER 2, 1805

CHAPTER V

SEPTEMBER 3, 1805—]JUNE 18, 1815 .

INDEX

X111

X1X
xXx1i

. XXVi

XXX
XXXVi
XXXI1X

xlii

. x1viii

lvii

70

184

24"

321

386




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

PORTRAIT oF MaRrtA, LADY NUGENT : ) Frontispiece
From an engraving by G. Adcock, in the Journal

: PAGE

BOOK-PLATE OF SIR GEORGF NUGENT ! ] . y Vi

PORTRAIT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL COURTLANDT
SKINNERIIN, . 1 ! ) . FACING X1viil

From a contemporary oil-painting in possession of the family

PORTRAIT OF ELIZABETH SKINNER . , : 2 1 lii

Frow a contemporary oil-painting in possession of the family

COURTLANDT SKINNER'S OFFICE, AT PERTH AMEBOY,
NEW JERSEY ! a ! : ; : d lvi

PORTRAIT OF SIR GEORGE NUGENT ; ! FACING I

From an engraving by Woodman, after J. Downimnan, A.R.A.

PORTRAIT OF SIR Joun TuHoMAS DUCKWORTH . ; ! 10
From an engraving in Captain Brenton’s Naval History

KNixG's HousEg, Spanisa Town ; . ) g | 15
From a pen-and-ink sketch '

ADMIRAL'S PExN . BRI : . ! . A RS 1
Erom a pen-and-ink sketch

Jouxn CanoE, 1837 ; ¢ ; v : Y o G
From a pen-and-ink sketch of a plate by I. M. Belisario

GOVERNMENT PEN, NEAR SPANISH Towx % FACING 74
From the plate in the Journal

BRYAN CASTLE . ; i Y dngutiin : sl g
From a pen-and-ink sketch

NURSE FLORA i . : A : ! FACING I62
From the lithograph in the Journal

MAP OF JAMAICA IN THE TIME OF NUGENT, 1801-6,
BASED ON ROBERTSON’s MAP OF 1804 . : » 384

FACSIMILE OF MAP GIVEN IN STEVENSON AND
SMITH'S ** NEW JAMAICA ALMANAC,” 1806 . v 404




PREFACE TO THE SECOND
PUBLISHED EDITION

L.Apy NUGENT died in 1834, and in 1839 her delightful
Journal was printed for private circulation. In 1907 the
Institute of Jamaica published in one volume, extracts
from the Journal with an introduction by the writer. That
edition was exhausted many years ago, and to meet a
persistent demand for the book this reprint has been issued,
with some additional notes based on documents and papers
available in the Library of the Institute. Lady Nugent
resided in Jamaica from 1801 until 1805, and her Journal
forms an entertaining and accurate commentary on life in
the island at that period. To quote the Hon. Arthur (now
Lord) Ponsonby she ‘‘ is able to make daily life in Jamaica
in the early nineteenth century interesting and even
exciting. She did not write for publication, she had no
literary pretentions, but she was shrewd and observant,
had a genius for detaching the significant, and was endowed
with a keen sense of humour. If a diarist is so equipped
the main subject of the diary matters not at all.”

F. C.

The Institute of Jamaica,
Kingston, Jamaica.

July, 1934.




PREFACE 'TO/ THE "FIRST
PUBLISHED EDITION

OF the numerous books which have been published about
Jamaica during the two and a half centuries of British
occupation Lady Nugent’s ‘‘ Journal ”’ is undoubtedly one
of the most interesting. If every lady who has resided at
King’s House, since the days when Katherine, the ill-fated
wife of Sir Charles Lyttelton, dispensed hospitality there
for a few short months, had kept a diary like Lady Nugent’s,
we should be in the possession of a most valuable series of
notes for a history of the development of the social life of
the colony.

Lady Nugent’s diary, we learn from internal evidence,
was written for her pleasure and that of her children, and
was not intended for publication, making, as it does, the
frankest of references to private matters. But the two
simple volumes (which were printed in London in 1839 for
private circulation only, and are accordingly rarely met
with) give a fuller insight into domestic matters in Jamaica,
especially those surrounding the Governor and his circle,
than we obtain in other writings.

In publishing a reprint of these journals it has been
thought advisable to omit some parts which are trivial,
some which it is needless to repeat (e.g. ““ The morning as
usual,” ““ N. rode out and I wrote,” ““ Only our own family










CHRONOLOGY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE
LIVES OF SIR GEORGE AND LADY NUGENT,
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO JAMAICA

1757. June 10. George Nugent born.
1771. Maria Skinner (Lady Nugent) born.

1778. July 5. N. appointed ensign in 39th Foot.

1777. Sept. N. joined 7th Royal Fusiliers at New York.

1778. April N. promoted captain in 57th Foot.

1782. May 3. N. obtained majority in 57th Foot.

1783. N. promoted colonel in 97th Foot.

End. N. returned to England.

1787. N. aide-de-camp to Lord Lieutenant of Ire-
land (Marquis of Buckingham).

1780. Revolution in France and in San Domingo.
1790. N. became captain and lieutenant-colonel of
Coldstream Guards.

1793. N. elected M.P. for Buckingham.
Feb. | ‘1. France declaved war against England.
N. accompanied the Guards to Holland
N. raised ‘ Bucks Volunteers' (afterwards
8sth Light Infantry) and appointed
colonel Nov. 18.
1794. N. went to Walcheren.
Oct. Williamson made Governo¥ of San Domingo.,
1795. . Spanish portion of San Domingo ceded to
France. |
1796 Oati s Spain declared war against England.
1797. March. Toussaint I'Ouvertuve appointed to command

troops in San Domingo.

Nov. 15. N. married at Belfast Maria, daughter of
Courtlandt Skinner, late of New Jersey.

1708. Aug. San Domiungo evatuated by Britlish.

1799. July N. Adjutant-General in Ireland, and repre-
to sented Charleville, co. Cork, in last Irish

1801. March Parliament.

April 1. N. appointed Lieutenant-Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief of Jamaica.

May 25. Embarked at Portsmouth on Ambuscade.

June 29. Passed the tropic.

July 20. Anchored at Port Royal, Martinique.
28. Sighted Jamaica.
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CHRONOLOGY

Landed at Port Henderson, and went to
Spanish Town.

Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour died.
Visited Clifton, in Liguanea.
,, Papine and Hope.
,, Admiral’s Pen.
Arrival of Admiral Montagu.
Assembly met.
prorogued.

Le Cleyc veached San Domingo.
Admiral Sir J. T. Duckworth arrived.
Visited Bushy Park and Spring Gardens.

,»  Mr. Israell, in Clarendon.

,, Mr. Osborn’s, in Vere.

,, Pusey Hall and Moneymusk.
,, 0Old Harbour.

,, Bog Walk and New Hall.

Started on tour round island ; wvisited
Simon Taylor’s.

Visited Albion.

»» Cow Bay and Montpelier.

,  Lyssons.

e . Baths

», Golden Grove,

,» Holland : the Moro.

,» Amity Hall and Merton.

,» Castle Comfort: the Bog.
N. visited maroons at Moor Town.
Visited Spring Gardens.

,, Kildare and Charlestown.

;3 FPort Brunswick, Fort George
(Port Antonio), Annotto Bay,
Agualta Vale, Hopewell.

,,  Nonsuch.
5, the Ramble.
»» St. Ann’s Bay: Seville.
Tyeaty of Amiens.
Visited Arcadia.
;3 Bryan Hall,




1802. April 4.

1803.

1804.

Visited Falmouth.
0. ,, Ironshore: Montego Bay.
14. ,, ~ Knockalva.
I5. ,, Paradise.
16. ,»  Savanna-la-Mar.
17. ,, Black River,
10. ,, Lacovia.
20. N. visited Accompong.
21. Visited Derry.
22, s Porus,
23 ., Woods : Parnassus.
24. ,s Old Harbour: home.
26, Arrival of French officers from San
Domingo.
May 6. Went to Stony Hill.
24. Review of 2nd West India Regiment.
July12-22. Visited the Decoy, in St. Mary.
Aug. 24-27. ,, New Hall.
Sept. 15. Aide-de-camp of Le Clerc arrived from
San Domingo.
Oct. 12. Birth of a son (George Edmund Nugent).
Nov. 1. Le Clerc died in San Domingo.
Dec. Downes Skinner died.
Jan. 12. Incorporation of the town of Kingston.
March 14. Visited Berkshire Hall : the Decoy.
22. ,, the Ramble.
April 22. Returned home.
May 12. French officers arrived from San Domingo.
June 22. News of war with France and Holland.
Aug. 1. FrenchDeputies from San Domingo arrived.
Sept. 8. Birth of a daughter (Louisa Elizabeth).
25. N. made lieutenant-general.
April . 4. Arrival of Admiral Dacres in command of
the station.
June o. Visited Stony Hill.
July 7. Went to Mount Salus.
Aug. 13. King of Mosquito Indians arrived.
Sept. 9. Returned to Spanish Town.
Qct. |8 Dessalines declared Emperoy of Haaiti.

CHRONOLOGY XV
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xvi CHRONOLOGY

1804. Dec. 18. Assembly prorogued.
1805. Feb. 19. Duckworth left and Dacres succeeded him,
March 10. Went to Port Henderson.
April 1. Martial law declared.
19. Martial law ceased.
May 24. Martial law declared.
June 22. Martial law ceased.
| 28. Lady N. and children embarked at Old
Harbour on board 4ugustus Cesar.
July 6. Passed Grand Cayman.
Sept. 4. Landed at Weymouth.
7. Reached London.
29. Visited Stowe.
Oct. 17. Returned to London.
Nov. 2. Visited Stowe.
' 18. Visited Oxford.
_ 19. Visited Bath.
Dec. 18. Returned to Stowe.
1806. Jan. 15. Returned to Town.
Feb. 20. N. left Jamaica.
May 3. N. reached England.

26, N. transferred to colonelcy of 6th Royal Regi-
ment of Foot.

Oct. 9. Went to Exeter.
Nov. 28. N. made a baronet.
1807. Jan. 29. Returned to London.
April 27. Went to Stowe.
May 9. N. elected M.P. for Aylesbury.
Dec. 5. Birth of a son (Edmund).
26. Infant son died.
1808, Jan. 21. Returned to London.
April 18, Went to Tunbridge Wells.

July 11. i Stowe.
b Dublin.
5 Glasgow.
" Edinburgh.
Oct. Lady N. purchased Westhorpe House.
Nov. 14. Went to Westhorpe.
1809. June. N. assumed command of Kent district,
July. Went to Ramsgate.

Superintended transmission and return of
Walcheren Expedition.




1809, Oct. 18.
Nov. 16.
1810. Jan. 2.
4.
1811. March.
June 135.
sifuly:-e27.,
Aug. 14-16.
Sept. 16.
Qctiliize.
23-28.
18120 Jani inTa.
March 22.
April 4.
June iir,
Joly ey
1813. June 4.
Aug. o.
19.
Octii 4.
6.
12,
Dec. 28.
1815.
April 30.
May 6.
1819.
1819-32.
1834. Oct. 24.
1839.
1846. Nov. o.
1849. March 11.

CHRONOLOGY xvii

Returned to Westhorpe.

Birth of a daughter (Emily).

Visited Stowe.

Lady N.’s mother died.

N. appointed Commander-in-Chief in India.
Birth of a son (Charles Edmund).
Embarked on Baring—East Indiaman.
Madeira.

Crossed the line.

Sighted Table Mountain.

South Africa. Stop with Governor, Sir J.
Cradock.

Landed at Calcutta.

Miniature by Chinnery.

Lady N.’s brother (General Skinner) arrived.

Sir G. sat for picture.

Commenced tour up Ganges.

N. made a full general.

Back at Calcutta.

News of Lord Buckingham’s death.

Lord Moira, the new Governor-General of
Bengal and Commander-in-Chief of the
forces in India, arrived.

Sir G. resigned.

Sir G. invested with the Order of the Bath.

Left Calcutta.

Jan. 15-19. Ceylon.
March 27 to April 4. Cape.

St. Helena.

Ascension.

N. made a G.C.B.

N. made an honorary D.C.L. of Oxford.

N. represented Buckingham in Parliament.
Lady N. died.

“ Journals "’ privately printed.

N. made a field-marshal.

N. died at Waddesdon House, Little Marlow.













INTRODUCTION xxi

History,” lived in Jamaica, and practised as a proctor in
the Vice-Admiralty Court. He returned to England in
1812, and did not commence his history till 1819.

The poem given below is a specimen of Jamaica verse-
making of the time. It appeared in the Royal Gazefte in
June, 1805.

LINES ON THE EXPECTED INVASION OF JAMAICA

Sons of Britannia! wield the lance,
Defend Jamaica's isle,

Repel the rebel hordes of France,
Nor let them touch its soil.

Fan in your breasts the gen’rous flames
That feed the patriot’s fire;

Your country calls—your country claims—
The noblest deeds inspire,

What! shall this Isle defenceless fall
A vile usurper’s prey ?

O! rather may we perish all
Than crouch beneath his sway.

Sons of Jamaica! Britain’s sons!
The fiends of discord brave:

Grasp firm your swords, point sure your guns,
And meet them on the wave.

O teach, O teach, the daring foe,
Who threaten’d Britain’s shore,

That British hearts, where’er they go,
Are lions to the core.

Instruct them that the men they dread
On England’s flow’ry plain,

Do not in valour aught exceed
Those on the Western main.

I see, I see, the haughty foe
Presume to stride our shore,

I see him sink beneath our blow—
Then seen, then heard, no more.

P - —












INTRODUCTION XXV

both Governor and Mayor and Corporation of Kingston, and
many were shipped to New Orleans. So little did Dessa-
lines realize his true mission as a negro leader that he tried to
arrange with the British Government for the purchase of
slaves, offering to open Haitian ports to British slave-ships.

He was murdered by a mulatto on the 17th of October,
1306.













INTRODUCTION

Colony’s finances for 1803 :—

Poll-tax at 8s..

Transient traders tax g
Arrears of poll-tax, 18071 .
Deficiency and arrears
Land-tax and arrears

Negro duties (doubtful)

Rum duties . :
Additional duties | 1
Arrears of taxes of former years
Surplus of the revenue

Stamp duties

Debts to be recovered

Fees of private bill

Militia and other fines

Balance of cash and surplus of revenue

4
115,000
2,000
15,000
30,000
45,000
30,000
0,000
6,000
30,000
20,000
34,000
2,000
240
1,000

xxix

The following is the Estimate of ways and means of the

339,240
202,000

541,240
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INTRODUCTION XXXiil

Commissary-General, Matthew Atkinson, Esq.

Deputy ditto, Wellwood Hyslop, Esq.

Island Barracks-Master-General, Augustus Gould, Esq.

Second in Command, Major-General George Churchill.

Aide-de-camp, Lieut. Coatquelvin.

Major of Brigade, Captain Hampden Pye, 6th West India
Regiment.

The following were the forts in Jamaica :—

Fort Charles, at Port Royal ; Fort Augusta, Apostles’
Battery, Rock Fort, all in Kingston Harbour ; Fort George,
at Port Antonio ; Fort Charlotte, at Lucea ; Fort Balcarres,
in Trelawny; Montego Bay Fort; Fort Haldane, in St
Mary ; Fort Lindsay; Fort Ramsay, in St. Thomas-in-the
East; Fort Dundas, at Rio Bueno; and Fort Clarence, in
St. Catherine.

BARRACKS—1803

Names Nibe Henll | Nonios iy o
Spanish Town . . . . 500 100
Fort Augusta . . . . 500 500
BortCharles = .00, 300 300
IEnoston U U VSR 200 70
Stony ATl et s 700 700
Port Antonioi. |l +mtic 200 100
[Bort Mariag et Sedivks 8o 50
Ealmouth s sttt 60 50
Maroon Town (Trelawny) 200 300
Montego sayy il e i i 100 50
Juceal bl (o shitatan dit e 8o 50
Savanna-la-mar . . . . 100 50
Guashie River i it 8o 8o
Cormwall e eI —_ 300
Fort George Pen . . . — 300

A3







I10.

I1.

I3.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

INTRODUCTION XXXV

CORPS

St. George’s Regiment and
Troop.

. St. Mary’s Regiment and

Froop.
St. Thomas -in - the - Vale
Regiment and Troop.

Clarendon Regiment and
Troop.

. Vere Regiment and Troop.

St. Elizabeth Regiment and
Troop.

Westmoreland Regiment
and Troop.

St. James’ Regiment and
Troop.

Hanover Regiment and
Troop.
Trelawny Regiment and
Troop.
St. Ann’s Regiment and
Troop.

DATES OF INSPECTION
Monday, July 16, near Buff-
Bay Tavern, at 11 a.m.
Thursday, July 19, at their
Review Grounds, at 11 a.m.
Friday, July 20, at Shenton-

Pasture, at 10 a.m.

Monday, August 6, at their
Review Ground, at 11 a.m.

Tuesday, August 7, at the
Alley, at 11 a.m.

Friday, August 10, at their
Review Ground, near Black
River, at 11 a.m.

Saturday, August 11, at Sa-
vanna-la-Mar, at 11 a.m.

Monday, August 13, at the
Race Course, Montego Bay,
at 11 a.m.

Tuesday, August 14, at Lucea,
at 11 a,m,

Thursday, August 16, at Fal-
mouth, at 10 a.m.

Wednesday, August 22, at
Seville-Pasture, at 11 a.m.



















INTRODUCTION xli

looked after on those estates where the proprietor was
resident.

Proprietors and overseers were required by law to give in
at the vestry of their several parishes an account of pro-
visions made for, and clothing delivered to, their slaves; to
state that they had regularly inspected the negro grounds;
and also give an account of the increase and decrease of
slaves, with canses of decrease sworn to by the several
doctors attending the plantations.

That the fear of rebellions, or at least outbreaks, on the
part of the blacks was ever present is evidenced by the
strong objection which the Assembly evinced to the main-
tenance of the recently formed West India regiment in the
colony.

So far as their spiritual welfare was concerned, it is to be
feared that the Church of England clergy scarcely fulfilled
their mission. In 1798 an address was presented to the
king praying for a new ecclesiastical institution. ‘‘ Clergy-
men,”’ Lady Nugent tells us, ‘‘ make no secret of making
a traffic of their livings,” and she instances one faithful
overseer who was rewarded by being made an island
rector! The Moravians had been working quietly,
as was their wont, for nigh on a century. The Wesleyan
Mission had been founded in 1789 ; and Presbyterian and
Baptist ministers were working in the island ; but the
Baptists, who afterwards played a large part in the emanci-
pation of the slaves, did not actually found their mission in
Jamaica till 1814.



















INTRODUCTION xlvii

which Lady Nugent bore him, two, George Edmund,
the second baronet, and Louisa Elizabeth, were born in
Jamaica. '

In the light of many details of little George’s ailments set
down in the Journal, but not reprinted, it is interesting to
note that he inherited his father’s longevity, and died at the
ripe age of ninety.






















ELIZABETH, WIFE OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL
COURTLANDT SKINNER










LADY NUGENT'S PEDIGREE

Oloff Stevensen van Kortlandt Annetje Loockermans
(of Holland) (of Holland)
I

Filyp Pietersen Schuyler

Col. Stephen van Cortlandt Gertrude Schuyler
Michael Kearny Elizabeth Brittain (or Britz)

MacGregor (Of Ireland)
(of Scotland) |

I
Rev. WilliTm Skinner Elizabeth v?n Cortlandt Philip 'Kearny Susannah Burley
|

I |
General Co?rtlandt‘Skinner ' Elizabetlll Kearny

: l
Maria, Lady Nugent




Ivi INTRODUCTION

It is somewhat remarkable that in a land like Jamaica,
where the beauties of nature appeal to one on every side—
transforming even the most town-like of persons into
lovers of the country—she makes but few references to the
plants or scenery of the island.
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COURTLANDT SKINNER'S LAW OFFICE AT PERTH AMBOY,
NEW JERSEY

















































































































































































































































DECEMBER GOVERNMENT PEN 69

about it as we were; the former seemed to think that
German discipline would be useful, and the latter that of
the quarter-deck.

29th.—Sent young Lake back to Port Royal.

30th.—Drive to the Penn. Very busy all the morning
after we returned.—Read Wilberforce, and have Cowper’s
Poems sent me by the Rev. Mr. Ward.

31st.—I packed up papers and books for the Penn, where
we hope to dine to-day. This is the last day of the year,
and I rejoice, as time passes, to think, that every day, now,
will bring us, please God we live, nearer to dear England,
and our domestic comfort there. I will begin the new year,
at the Penn, by instructing the poor negroes, and if I do
but succeed in making them the better understand their
duties as Christians, I shall be happy indeed ; and I pray
for a blessing on my efforts for that purpose.—Drive to the
Penn, all the staff attending, at 2 o’clock.
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320 NEARING IRELAND 1805

sick, and of course unavoidably troublesome.—I sat up till
near 9, and the gentlemen did not quit their cigars, &c.
till near twelve.

3oth.—Captain C. has promised to get me some news-
papers from the Loire, by which I hope to find out the
exact time when Sir Eyre Coote sailed, that I may judge of
the probable chance of my dear N.’s leaving Jamaica, before
the season for another meeting of the Legislature there.

September 1st.—The Loive, with the ships for Bristol and
Liverpool, left us early in the night, and were out of sight
this morning. Alas! one of my most beautiful Curagoa
birds died in the night, from the inclemency of the weather.
He was very large, with a dark variegated plumage, and a
purple tuft upon his head, or rather a lilac one ; for it was
too light a colour to be called purple. I examined it after
death, and it appeared to be a hard sort of crumbling sub-
stance, like the inside of a bone. I am much afraid that I
shall lose more of my birds, for, unfortunately, they are all
moulting at present.

2nd.—Towards the evening, very cold to us Creoles.
Louisa did not seem to feel so much as George, who looked
very grave at first, and then said his fingers were sore, which
was a very natural idea for a child, who had never before
known what cold was.
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List of the Decaped Crustacea of Jamaica. By
Mary J. Rathbun ...

The Rainfall Atlas of Jamaica. By Maxwell
Hall, M. A.

The Meteorology of Jamaica. By Maxwell
Hall, M.A. . L4
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