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TO THE HONOURABLE

WILLIAM DAWES QUARRELL,

OF HI§ MAJESTY'S PRIVY COUNCIL OF THE

ISLAND OF JAMAICA.

My prar Sig,

Dezpicarions, in my opinion,
thould be devoted to the gratificas
tion of an author’s feelings ; either
as marks of private affe@ion, or
as tributes to public merit, When
I have an opportunity of combining
both thefe obje&s, I cannot confent
to forego it. Your defire that T
{houl'de for the advantage of the
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work, infcribe it to fome perfon
in this country of greater influence
than yourfelf, does you more
honour than can be deérived from
a dedication; but as I have all
the honour of it in view for myfelf,
I know not how better to fecure
it, than by prefixing to thefe
volumes the name of one whofe
exertions have been publicly ac-
knowledged to have faved his
country, and whofe friendfhip for
myfelf has outlived the united at-
tacks of time, abfence, and adver-

fity.

Your having had {o- important
a fhare in the tranfa&ions I relate,

and .
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and your having furnifhed me with
{o large a portion of my materials,
are additional reafons for my re-
quefting your acceptance of a work,
which without your affiftance and
encouragement would never have

appeared.

I am, my dear Sir, |
With the higheft efteem,
And warmeft affetion,
Your fincere friend,

R. C. DALLAS.

London,
March 1/, 1803,
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Tur magnitude of the obje&ts which
have engaged the attention of the world
during the laft thirteen years; the revolu-
tion of empires, the deftru@ion of ftates,
the extin&ion of whole clafles of men, the
alteration of eftablithed cuftoms, the facri-
fice of millions of lives, the general con-
vulfions ihroughdut the earth, the terrific
though unavailing ambition of groveling
upftarts, the unnatural policy and feeble
efforts of the moft powerful governments,
the wonderful exploits of Britith arms in
every quarter of the globe; the return of
France to ablolute authority, and the extra-
ordinary feats and good fortune of the man
who, big with the intent of Cefar crofling
the Rubicon at the head of the flower of
the Roman armies, croffed the Mediter-
ranean without a foldier, and feized upon
the empire ; have accuftomed the minds of
men to gigantic contemplations, We have

Veor 1, g feen
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feen a pious and beneficent monarch
perith on a {caffold ; another, virtuous,
ardent, and heroic, publicly affaffinated;
a third, privately put to death ; a fourth
and fifth, chafed from their capitals ; and a
fovereign Pontiff torn from St. Peter’s
chair, hurried into foreign lands, and dying
in captivity ; a Queen, bereft of her crown,
thruft in tatters into a common jail amongft
the vileft of criminals, kept awhile alive
on the forrieft food, and at laft, with an
heroic firmnels becoming a Queen, yielding
her life to the public inftrument of exe-
cution. We have feen a chain of oppofed
armies extending from the north to the
fouth of Europe ; the navy of a fmall ifland
blockading all the ports of -all the maritime
powers; a Ruflian iffuing from his frozen
region, chafing vitorious armies before
him through ltaly, and {cowering the Alps;
and an Englithman blowing up navies, one
after the other, beneath the line and at the
pole ; in fine, we have feen all the paflions
in a tempeft, and nature herfelf ftruggling
againf’c the chaos which threatened her
yery exiftence. But the contemplation of
ﬁ11pelaalous objects, far from difqualifying
“ the
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the mind for the relith of lefs extenfive
views, heightens its fatisfation in theém,
as the eye, after poring over the unbounded
expanfe of the ocean, is relieved and deé-
lighted by a ftreamlet and a dell. Encou-
raged by this reflexion, I undertook, at the
requelt of a friend, to write the hiftory of a
thort: war, carried on by the goverhment in
Jamaica, againft the body of black people
called Maroons, long eftablithed in the in-
terior of that ifland ; a fubje& I the more
reédily adopted, not only on acceunt of its
uncommon nature, but becaufe the refult of
the conteft was of great importance to the
colony. My tafk, however, would have
been very brief and incomplete, had I con-
fined myfelf to the events of the war; a
war in which ambition, agerandizement,
and the ufual incentives to hoftility, had no
part ; but which originated in private re-
fentment on one fide, and was profecuted
on the other from the neceflity of fettling
the internal fecurity of the country: I
have, therefore, thought it proper to extend .
my plan, by including in it the whole hif-
tory of the Maroons, the expedition to
Cuba for the purpofe of obtaining Spanifh
2z  chaffeurs,
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work, infcribe it to fome perfon
in this country of greater influence
than yourfelf, does you more
honour than can be deérived from
a dedication; but as I have all
the honour of it in view for myfelf,
I know not how better to fecure
it, than by prefixing to thefe
volumes the name of one whofe
exertions have been publicly ac-
knowledged to have faved his
country, and whole friendthip for
myfelf has outlived the united at-

tacks of time, abfence, and adver-

fity.

Your having had {o- important
a f{hare in the tranfa&ions I relate,

and
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and your having furnithed me with
fo large a portion of my materials,
are additional reafons for my re-
quefting your acceptance of a work,
which without your affiftance and
encouragement would never have

appeared.

I am, my dear Sir,
With the higheft efteem,
And warmeft affe&tion,
Your fincere friend,

R. C. DALLAS.

London,
March 1/, 1803,
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cenfure for my defedts or opinions. ' For
the language, obfervations, and reafonings
I have to anfwer ; though, of the two laft,
I own I have adopted much from him. Mr.
Quarrell’ was ‘indeed but ‘too fcrupulouily
anxious not to be perfonally made promi-
nent : he requefted, where it ‘was neceffary
to fpeak ‘of him, to be mentioned as com-
miflioner or agent, and forced me ' to draw
my pen through paflfages which he thought
complimentary, and fome of which, fince
his departure from England, I have refto-
red.

After the manufcript was fent to the
prefs, it was my good fortune to be intro-
duced to Mr. Robertfon, who had juft
arrived from Jamaica for the purpofe of
publifhihg the highly finithed maps of that
ifland, ‘which he had ‘completed under the
patronage of the Aflfembly of the coun-
try. Thefe maps are now in the hands
of ‘the' engraver, Mr." Neil, and are ac-
knowledsed by all acquainted with  Ja-
maica, to ‘whom they have been fhown, to
be not only of very fuperior execution, but
of firiking accuracy. I had been furnifhed

by
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by Mr. Quarrell with a{mall fketch of the
feat of the:laft Maroon war, which he had
himfelf penciled from/' imagination: this I
thowed to Mr. Robertfon; who was highly
pleafed ‘'with, the' powers iof recolle&tion (it
difplayeds: but, having minutely: furveyed
the {pot, asiwill tbe {eenton his large maps,
he kindly undertook to draw a precife plan
of it, with Iwhich ‘my readers cannot but
be! highly-gratified. ' Nor'is this the only
obligation’' I am under:to Mr. Robertfon;
who, having ferved as an officer; in'the Ma-
roon war, enabled 'me to:extend my detail.
of the events in 'which he 'perfonally fhared,
and whovalfo favoured: me with a journal
written: by Dr: ‘Tate, of the laft expedition
into the woods!with  the Spanifh chafleuts,
which ‘terminated the war. |

Clear and, certain as are thefe {ources, I
have not confined myfelf to them, but have
always had recourfe to the a&s of the Le-
giflature, and to the journals of the Houfe
of Allembly for whatever they contain re-
lative to my fubje@. If any, paflage implies
information that could be gained only from
the Maroons themfelves,/let it ‘be  remem-

e, bered,
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bered, that for more than two years the
commiflary who went with them to Hali-
fax in Nova Scotia, had frequent opportu-
nities of converfing with them, of obferving
their charadter, and of judging of the truth
of their affertions. If I have not caught
the zeal of Edwards, in painting thefe
people as tygers ; if I own that I have read
of more {avage cafts, and that I have known
fome diftinguifhed by complexions lefs
dingy, more barbarous; and if I allow
them the portion of defert which appears
to me their due j I truft I fhall not there-
fore be mifunderftood, and proclaimed the
apologift of their rebellion: my opinion
-refpeting it is fully ftated at the conclufion
of the fifth letter. Having formerly refided
fome years in the ifland of Jamaica, the
fubje&s of this work are far from being new
to me: and, with the afliftance that has
been afforded me, I flatter myfelf that I
may, with confidence, ‘lay it before the.
public. It is of the execution alone I am
diffident. The reader, who has been accuf-
tomed to the pure di&ion of a Robertfon,
and the energytic ftyle of a Gibbon, be-
comes nice in the language of hiftory;

whoever
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whoever pretends to tread their paths,
fhould remember their powers, and fully
weigh his own: therefore, although my
tatk is of an hiftorical nature, I was ready
to perfuade myfelf that it was one that did
not require all the dignity of hiftory, and I

was glad to take fhelter under the eafe and
familiarity of epiftolary writing..

To render the work complete, I have
prefixed a general hiftory of Jamaica, pre-
vious to the period of the French revolution ;
and I have thrown into an appendix, {uch
papers as I thought neceflary for elucida-
tion. The fuccin& account of Jamaica
prior to the revolution it was my intention
to have compiled from the beft authorities,
while the body of the work was going
through the prefs; but, being vifited by
Providence with an affli&tion that {ufpended
my application, and rendered me for a con-
fiderable time unable to purfue my work,
I requefted a friend, to whofe {ympathy and
kind attentions I am indebted for much
confolation, to undertake the previous hif-
tory. He has compofed it with a {pirit
that is only equalled by the ardour of his

| kindnefs.
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kindnefs. To give a general knowledge of
the country to which the {ubje@s of thefe
volumes relate, was the obje& in' view:
and this he has accomplithed at once fo
concifely yet fo completely, fo elegantly
yet fo fimply, that I am highly gratified in
thinking the reader will have gained by my
having transferred the compofition of it to
the pen of Mr. Cutting¥,

There is fomething in the explanatory
nature of a preface which occafionally calls
upon a writer to mention himfelf to the
reader : this is expe@ed, and for this he
is forgiven. But I have in the body
of the work been led to admit a pal=
fage which, though totally 'irrelevant, my
feelings would not allow ‘me to feparate
from the points relative to.my fubjed. I
allude to a letter, which will be found in

the following ‘pages, and which I received
 from the Bithop of Meaux, in anfwer to
one I wrote to him refpe@ing the propa-
gation of Chriftianity among the negroes
by the French miffionaries. I was too
much gratiied with the beginning of his

* Jobn Browne Cutting Efq. of Bofton, in America.

letter
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letter to omit it 3 but, though I'am fenfible
of the egotifm, I will not beg pardon of my
readers, left I thould happen to offend by
an affe@ation of extenuating what a fecling
mind may think ftands in no need of par-
don. Proud of the friendfhip of the Bifhop
of Meaux; I withed much to {peak of him
in my preface, and to exprefs the fenti-
ments with/ which he has infpired me; but
he has forbidden me to indulge the wifh:
“ If you 'mention thefe circumtances,”’
fays he, ‘““fpeak little ‘of me, except 1o
make it known that I am your friend;
give me no other praife:” thus delicately
gratifying my feelings, while he fhuns even
the legitimate enjoyment of a tribute due
to him. In obeying his injunéion, how-
ever, L have a delight in obferving, that the
letter itfelf difplays the {pirit and character
of the writer more forcibly than could the
warmeft language of my pen. '

Tt is well known to my friends, that I
carly profefled my abhorrence of the cruel-
ties attendant upon' the ftate of {lavery, and
of flavery itfelf, as it appeared to me in my
vouth, Left the tendency of my fentiments

in
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in thefe volumes fhould expofe me to the
charge of inconfiftency, I beg leave to
obferve, that it is not my opinions but
things that are changed ; [ am ill an ene-
mwy to cruelty. Previous to the French
revolution, I was an enthufiaft for freedom,
but I very {foon after learned to fubftitute
the words happinefs and order, for liberty
and right. The former are unequivocal and
proceed from God; the latter are ambi-
guous, and too often become means in the
hands of the devil and his agents.

Throughout the work, but particularly in
the laft part of it, umbrage may poflibly be
taken by fome men who will meet paffages
and faés, of which they will deem the ex-
pofure a kind of facrilege. Truth and
general good, not individual interefts, are
the objeéts I have in view; but, in flating
errors, in expofing injurious pradices, in
{fhowing where a large community is made
unwarrantably fublervient to perfonal ag-
erandifement, I declare that I make no par-
ticular allufion, and am f{wayed by no
motives but thofe which fhould fway every
man who takes the pen into his hand, That

4 the
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the faithful hiftory I have written may be
gratifying to the public; that the circum-
ftantial account I have given of the Maroon-
wars may be of ufe in preventing fimilar
difafters, by turning the minds of the colo-
nifts to the interior {ecurity of their country,
and to a thorough knowledge of the rela-
tions and government of the various clafles
of its inhabitants ; and that the difplay of
the ftate of the ifland of Jamaica, while in
moft inftances it gratifies, may in others
lead to reflexion, and conduce to the gene-
ral improvement of its morals, religion and
happinefs, are the obje&ts of my book, and
the fincere withes of my heart.
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SUCCINCT HISTORY

QF

JAMATCA, .

!

jA,M AICA, or, as the early Spanifh hifto-
rians wrote it, Xaymaca, (fignifying the
land of {prings,) is a.link belonging to that
_ chain of iflands, which, under the denomi-
nation of the Weft Indies, extends from the
{hore of Florida north, to the mouths of the
Oronoko {outh. It 1s fituated in the Atlan-
tic ocean, about four thoufand miles fouth-
welt of England. At the diftance of thirty
leagues to the north, lies the ifland of Cuba.
Abont the fame diftance to the eaft, is Hif-
paniola ; to the weft, the G{ﬂph of Hon-
duras ; and to ‘the fouth, Carthagena, on
the great continent of South America, dif-’
“tant one hundred and forty-five leagues.

9 Th=
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The centre of Jamaica lies in about 18° 12’
north latitude, and in longitude about
76° 45'. weft from London ; it meafures
in length one hundred and fifty miles ; and
in breadth not quite one-third of its length.
It was difcovered by the great Columbus
during his fecond voyage to the new world,
on the 2d of May 1494. The day follow-
ing, he landed and took pofleflion of it, after
an inconfiderable confli&t with the natives,
whom he foon found meansto conciliate.
From this period, the condition of the
ifland and its inhabitants for nine years is
totally unknown. Afterwards indeed, its
illuftrious difcoverer, taking refuge in it

- from a ftorm, remained during a whole

year on its fhores. Chriftopher Columbus
purfuing his laft voyage to Hifpaniola, en-
countered fuch tempeftuous weather off
Cuba, as compelled him, on the 24th of
June 1503, to feck fhelter in one of the
{mall harbours on the north fide of Jamaica.
This harbour fiill retains the name of Chrif-
topher’s Cove. But he did not efcape this
tempeft without lofs; two veflels, out of
a {mall {quadron confifting but of four,
perifhed at fea; and thofe with which he

efcaped,
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efeaped, were on examidation founid 6 be
irrepatably damaged. It is foreizn to the
defign of this fketch, to give a detailed
accourit of the adventures, fufferings, and
fortitude of this extraordinary man, In
this exigency, his courage and fagacity had
full feope for exercife: he invented means
of fafety, and combined materials for
elcape ; by the fuperior force of a firth, ins
genious, and contriving mind, he extricated
himfelf from an ifolated and hazardous
ftate ; undeprefled by the deteffable con-
duct of the Governor of Hifpaniola, who
refufed to fuccour him'; unfubdued by the
- preflure of hunger and ficknefs; undif
mayed by the revolt of his own followers,
or the defe&tion of the natives. Overcom-
ing obftacles that feemed almoft infuperable,
after a year of fatigue, adverfity, and exile,
he effeCted his efcape from Jamaica. Tt is
painful, however, to relate, that his priva-
tions and efforts during this period, height-
ened by the ingratitude of the Spanith
monarch, put an end to his life foon after
his enfuing' return to' Europe. But death
could not' extinguifh his' renown, or tarnifli
the luftre of his'achievements. &
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Not many years after his deceafe, his
eldeft fon Diego, the intrepid heir of his
fortunes, being deprived of his rights, and
defrauded or defpoiled of his property by
the bafenefs of Ferdinand, inftituted a fuit
for the recovery of both, before the council
for the Indies at Seville. It is to the ho-
nor of this tribunal, that he obtained a
decifion againft the fovereign. His interefts
were furthermore ftrengthened foon after,
by a marriage with the niece of Frederic
the Great Duke of Alva. Diego Colum-
bus, thus fortified by law and alliance, un=
dertook a voyage to enforce his claims in
the Weft Indies; and, in the month of
July 1508, he arrived with a {plendid
retinue in the ifland of Hifpaniola. But
{foon after his arrival, it was difcovered
that the king had not only parcelled  out
into two diftin& governments all the conti«
nent which had been difcovered by his fa-
ther ; but that Jamaica alio was {pecially
annexed to thofe feparate jurifdictions. It
was deftined to be a place of refrefhmeng
for the crews of veffels pafling between
Europe and the Weft Indies: but Diego,
deeming fuch a grant of the ifland invalid,

and
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and a dire violation of his right, vigo-
rouily purfued meafures to refift or elude it.-
He afferted his claim to Jamaica. In the
month of November 1509, he detached
thither feventy men under the command
of Juan de Efquivel ; a gallant foldier and
an honourable man. Among other de-
monftrations of Efquivel’s clement temper
and generous difpofition, a fignal inftance
is related of his condu&@ towards Ojeda.
This haughty Spaniard had been invefted
by Ferdinand with authority in one of the
governments before mentioned. When Ef-
quivel was proceeding to Jamaica, Ojeda,
then in Hifpaniola, publicly threatened,
that if he found him on that ifland when
he returned from the continent, he would
hang him up as a rebel. But his own
voyage proved extremely difaftrous, and
terminated in thipwreck on the inhofpita-
‘ble coaft of Cuba. Efcaping the fea, he
found himfelf in danger of perithing on
fhore. In this ftate of dejeftion and jeo-
pardy, recolle@ing that Efquivel was in
Jamaica, he contrived to apprize him of
his diftrefs; and implored his fuccour.
Efquivel afforded it effetually, and with-
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out hefitation. e fent an officer of rank
to condu&t him from Cuba to Jamaica.
There he received him with tendernefs,
treated him with diftin&ion, and difmifled
him with honour. It is pleafing to learn,
that Ojeda appreciated this generous con-
du&, and was ever after truly grateful
to his benefalor. Under the {way of
a chief thus humane and placable, it may
be prefumed, that the natives of Jamaica
fcarcely felt the yoke of foreign {ubjection.
Accordingly, we are informed by a Spanifh
hiftorian of credit, that * the affairs of Ja-
maica went on profperoufly, becaufe Juan
de Efquivel having brought the natives to
fubmiffion without any effufion of blood,
they laboured in planting cotton, and rail-
ing other commodities, which yielded great
profit.” Itis to be regretted, that fuch a
leader furvived but a few years. He died
in his government, and was buried at
Sevilla Nueva, a town which he had
founded.

Succeeding governors refufing to profit
from the mild wifdom of his policy, feemed
rather
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rather to vie in cruelty with the Spanifh
governors of Hifpaniola, who 'were: now
defolating that ifland. ' The galling yoke
and iron minds of the feveral Spanifh go-
vernors who fucceeded each other after the
death of Efquivel,irritated the meek Indians,
and provoked and perpetuated hoftility.
Carnage ftained the land ; deftruétion pur-
fued the wretched natives: they were fub-
dued by the fuperior difcipline and taéics of
the European race. This gentle and harmlefs
people, emigrated anciently from the great
hive of the Mexican empire. It is believed
by Sir Walter Raleigh, that they belong-
ed to the Arrowauk tribe, which in his time
inhabited Guiana ; to whofe noble qualities,
honourable teftimony is berne by every
traveller, who after vifiting the nation has
recorded his obfervations. The number of
native Indians,who on the firft arrival of Co-
lumbus inhabited Hifpaniola, Cuba, Porto-
Rico and Jamaica, amounted to more than
two millions. In mind, bedy, manners, and
habits, and particularly in refpec of their -
food, this race differed from that of their in~
veterate foe the fierce and warlike Charaibes,
who were cannibals. Both men and wo-
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men in Cuba, Hifpaniola, and Jamaica,
wore a flight covering of cotton cloth
round the waift. Tall in ftature, {lender in
perfon, round in face, of a clear brown
complexion, their hair ftrait and black, and
their eyes ftreaming with good nature,
they exhibited an honeft countenance,
coarfe but not gloomy, enlivened by confi-
dence, and {oftened by lenity. Their limbs
and muicles were lefs robuft than pliant;
and when in motion by dancing or other
exercife, were alternately nimble, graceful,
or voluptuous. Poffefling the means, in a
fertile foil and genial climate, of gratifying
every inclination with light labour; love
was the fource of their pleafure, and the
chief bufinefs of their lives. In many of
their cuftoms and inftitutions, particularly
in their pational fongs and dances, their
domeftic economy, their {yftem of govern-
ment, and their funeral ceremonies, they
refembled the natives of the South Sea
iflands. But they exceeded them in thofe
inventions and arts, which varying the
enjoyments, augment the value of life. In
agriculture, they were greatly {fuperior to
the Otaheiteans ; poflefling with' them al-

moft
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moft every variety of vegetable nature, the
breadfruit excepted, they raifed the maize
and the maniock in abundance; and had
the fkill to water their lands from diftant
rivers. They made excellent cloth from
their cotton ; and practifed the art of dying
it with colours brilliant and beautiful.
Among their domeftic utenfils and. furni-
ture, Martyr fpeaks with admiration of
earthen ware ornamented with accurate
images of living animals, chairs of ebony
beautifully wrought, curioufly woven beds,
and ingenious implements of hufbandry.
The induftry and ingenuity of this race,
muft have exceeded the meafure of their
wants. Placed in a medium between {avage
life, properly fo called, and the refinement
of polifhed fociety, they were perhaps
equally exempt from the bodily diftrefles
and f{anguinary paflions of the former con-
dition, and from the artificial neceflitigs,
reftraints, and folicitudes of the latter. But
whether fuch was or was not their condi-
tion, they were unqueftionably the moft
unoffending, gentle, and benevolent of
the human race ; and the hiftory of man-
kind affords no fcene of barbarity {imilar to
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that which was exercifed in exterminating
this innocent and inoffenfive people,

Notwithftanding fuch deftruion of the
natives, and the ftate of hoftility that en-
fued after the death of Efquivel, it appears
that in 1523, Francis De Garay, the Spa-
nith goyernor of Jamaica, fitted out an
expedition for the conqueft of Panuco,
ignorant that it had already been conquered
and annexed to the other continental pol-
feilions of Spain, This fquadron confifted
of nine fhips and two brigantines, on which
were embarked 850 Spaniards, a body of
Jamaica Indians, and 144 horfes. Such 4
force detached from this ifland, at the end
of thirteen years only after the Spaniards
had fettled in it, demonfirates its progref-
{ive culture and new population. The
town of Sevilla Nueva before-mentioned,
was built on the fcite of the Indian village
Maima, coatiguous to the port now called
St, Ann’s harbour, It probably foon at-
tained fome confideration. Its Importance
‘2t fome perigd, may be inferred from the
veftiges of .a Spanith cathedral and monafs
tery, difcovered or examined by Sloane in

the
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the year 1688. It is alfo indicated by a
pavement, that was difcovered, reaching to
the diftance of two miles from the church.
Sloane, who at that time carefully exa-
mined the weft gate of this cathedral, then
entire, and likewife certain building mate-
rials of wrought {tone, manifeftly prepared
for fome other edifice that was not erefed,
entertained an opinion that thefe buildings
had not been finithed. A tradition ffill
prevails in the ifland, that the inhabitants
of Sevilla were at {ome period fuddenly
and entirely cut off by the natives. It is
certain, that from fome adequate caufe, now
difputed or unknown, it did not gradually
decay, but was depopulated fuddenly, while
in an unfinithed ftate; long before the
Englith conqueft of Jamaica. The calamity
which it is fuppofed . defolated «Sevilla
Nueva, extended to Melilla, a {mall village
fituated about eleven leagues to the eaft-
watd of the former, at the harbour now
called Port Maria. The fate of thefe places
cauled the eftablithment of St. Jago de la
Vega, or, as it is now called, Spanith Town,
The foundauon of this town was laid by
Diego Columbus himfelf, who upon the

departure
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departure of Garay in 1523, went thither
to fupprefs a revolt of the Indians, and
aflumed the government of Jamaica.

Twenty years after the death of Diego,
it furnifhed the title of Marquis to his fon
and heir : he received it in the year 1545,
from the emperor Charles the V. and with
it a’ grant of the whole ifland in perpetual
fovereignty, as an hereditary fief of the
crown of Caftile. The property of this
grant afterwards, by failure of male iflue,
became vefted in Ifabella, only daughter of
Diego Columbus. She became fole heirefs
of the Columbus family, and by intermar-
rying with Count de Gelver, conveyed all
her rights to the houfe of Braganza. By
the revolution in 1640, which placed John
Duke of Braganza on the throne of Portu-
gal, thofe rights reverted by forfeiture to
the crown of Spain. This fuccefsful firug-
gle of the Portuguefe, after many families
of their nation had fettled in Jamaica, under
the patronage of de Gelver and the Bra-
ganza’s, probably excited that jealoufy and
hatred of the Spanifh fettlers towards the

Portuguefe, mentioned by Blome, who fays
the
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the old fettlers abhorred the new. It was
perhaps owing to fuch a fharp diffention
among the inhabitants, that in 15906, when
Sir Anthony Shirley invaded the ifland, he
met with but flight refiftance, and plundered
the capital with impunity. About forty
years afterwards, it was again invaded by a
force from the Windward Iflands under
Colonel Jackfon; who, although he pil-
laged St. Jago de la Vega and carried off his
booty, met a much ftouter refiftance than
Shirley formerly encountered.

We now approach the period, when,
during the proteGtorate of Cromwell, Ja-
maica was captured by the Englith forces
in May 165g. The war of extermination
which the Spaniards had begun to wage
againft the wretched natives, has already
been alluded : it was profecuted with un-
relenting perfeverance. The extent of the
havoc is lefs known by the details of hif-
tory, than by melancholy tradition con-
firmed by modern difcoveries. To this
day, in the mountains of Jamaica caves are
difcovered in which human bones cover
the ground : and the fculls being preterna-
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turally comprefled, it is evident they belong-
ed to fkeletons of the Indian race. Shut up
in thele recefles when driven from the
coalt, multitudes of the natives doubtlefs
perithed by famine, to evade the edge of
the {word. Of this devoted people, con-
fifting of at leaft 60,000 fouls, who were
found and defiroyed by the Spaniards in
Jamaica, not a fingle defcendant exifted
in 1655, when Venables and Penn landed
on the ifland. The Spaniards had now
pofleffed Jamaica a century and a half;
yet at that time, not more than * fifteen
hundred white inhabitants (fays Penn in
his examination before the protector’s
council} were found on it.”” Not one hun-
redth-part of the land fit for planting was
cultivated. A number of {laves had been
introduced {oon after the deplorable extinc-
tion of the natives; but the floth of both
mafters and {laves when the Englith Janded,
was extreme. Their principal export, be-
fides cocoa, confifted only of hogs-lard and
hides. The fale of thefe articles, and fup-
plying with provifiens a few veflels that
touched at the ports of Jamaica, conflituted
the fum and circle of its commerce. - The
opanith
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Spanifh iflanders, uneducated, unpolithed,
and indolent, ‘pafled their days in gloom:
and infipidity, enfeebled by fluggilhnefs,
and deprefled by poverty. Such was their
progreflive degeneracy, that all traces of the
ability, valour, enterprize,and perfeverance
of their anceftors, thofe mighty adven-
turers, who added a new hemifphere to the
Spanifh dominion, feemed obliterated and
extiné. And thefe fettlers, though un-
ftained like their anceftors by guilty am-
bition or unpitying cruelty, might have
fallen victims to the vengeance of their own
{laves, if the protector’s conqueft had been
much longer delayed. Venables foon ex-
pelled the greater part of the Spanifh
{ettlers, but retained and re-eftablithed the
Portuguele ; who by intrigue, or money,
prevailed on him'to pufh to extremity
the rights of conqueft in this inftance. But
the impolicy of fuch rigour became evi-
dent, This feverity operating upon a race,
who having had little intercourfe with
Europe, now knew no other country but
Jamaica ; and it being heightened by the
confifcation of all their property, it excited
indignation and ftimulated revenge. Iln
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thefe feelings and attempts, they were fe-
conded by their flaves. Many of the Spa~
nifh whites, thus goaded and thus aided,
became fugitives in the woods, and for
fome time baffled the moft vigorous efforts
to diflodge or fubdue them.

We have already mentioned the growth
of Spanith Town. If] as Blome relates, it
contained, prior to the conqueft, two thou-
fand houfes, two chapels, and an abbey ;
at fome period not very remote, an impor-
tant diminution in the number of the white
inhabitants muft have taken place. A
circumflance that makes it probable, that
there was a prior expulfion of the Portu-
guefe fettlers by the Spanifth. Of the other
principal {ettlements at this time, the chief
appears to have been Port Royal. To the
welt was Port Efquivel, or Old Harbour.
From Old Harbour to Punto Negrillo, the
weftern part of the ifland, the territory on
the fea coaft being chiefly Savanna, abound-
ed with horned cattle, but was uncultivated.
Returning caftward to the Hato de Ligua-
nea, north of Port Royal, there was alfo an
exten{ive Savanna, fertile in excellent tim-
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ber, and {warming with horfes and wild
cattle. Eaftward of Liguanea was the Hato
Ayala, now called the Yallows ; and conti-
guous to this, the Hato Morante,then chiefly
remarkable for wild hogs and cattle in a-
bundance: By which enumeration of fet-

tlements, it appears that the whole north
fide of the ifland was one entire uninha-

bited defert. Such was Jamaica in 16§s.

Martial law prevailed in the ifland after
the capture, till the death of Cromwell:
although it appears from the proclamation
illued after its capture was announced to
him, that he meant to have eftablifhed in it
a liberal form of civil government. But
the condition of the ifland and its inhabi-
tants prior to the reftoration, required mar-
tial array and exa& difcipline. The dif-
poflefled Spanifth fettlers, who eluded the
Englith forces, together with many fugi-

tive negroes, who though flaves are often
found faithful to their owners, and hoftile

to invaders, had taken thelter in the woods
and recefles. On the arrival of troops in

force, they difappeared: fill , however, lurk-
~ing in ambufh near the fettlements, and ac-
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quainted with the country, they not only
harafled the Englith by perpetual alarms,
by fetting fire to buildings remote from the
garrifon, and in one of their excurfions,
even to houfes in the capital itfelf, but
they atually intercepted and maffacred
without pity, almoft every individual that
ventured to ramble into the country; and
ftragglers continued in jeopardy for fome
time after the conqueft of Jamaica. Vena-
bles and Penn foon failed for England,
and Major General Fortefcue remained at
the head of the military. But it appears
that Cromwell fent out Major Sedgwick,
uniting' with him other commiflioners
for the joint exercife of civil authority.
Thofe commiffioners dying foon after their
arrival, Sedgwick, intimidated perhaps by
the deceafe of his colleagues, declined a&ing

alone: upon which the principal officers
conftituted themfelves with' Sedgwick, a
fupreme executive council for managing
the general affairs of the ifland. Fortefcue
was appointed prefident. This inftrument
of government bears date the 8th of O&o-
ber 1655. But Fortefcue dying fhortly

afterwards, Colonel Edward D’Oyley, the
2 next
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next officer in command, was chofen to
fucceed him. How well foever this mea-
fure was adapted to abate the rigour of
martial law, and to govern peaceable men
in ordinary times, it proved infufficient for
the exigencies of that period. ' A fpirit of
infubordination, bordering on mutiny, was
foon manifefted by the troops on the ifland.
Their perverfe difobedience to their fupe-
rior officers, and incorrigible mifconduét,
have not often been exceeded. | They not
only ‘deftroyed wantonly, and almoft en-
tirely, the cattle and {wine which had been
found in fuch abundance, but malicioufly
rooted up alfo vaft quantities of Indian
corn and, ground provifions, which had
been planted and left by the Spaniards,
This temper and condu& has been  attri-
buted to an opinion faid to be entertained
on the part of the foldiers, that the protec-
tor had detached them from England to
remain in the Weft Indies, and maintain
the conqueft of Jamaica by fettlement. It
is alfo_aferted, that fome of the fubaltern
officers fympathifed with them in fuch fen-
timents ; and conceiving that the augment-
ed expence of feeding them from England

Vor. 1. c ~ might
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might induce Cromwell to abandon Ja-
maica, encouraged thefe exceffes. Others
fuppofe that this refractory {pirit had its
origin in a firong averfion on the part of
the foldiers and fubalterns, who were chiefly
republicans, to their commander D’Oyley,
an intrepid royalift in political fentiment.
- Certain it 1s, that two of their officers be-
ing deteted in mutinous pratices, were
tried by a court martial, and fhot undet its
fentence. On this occafion Colonel D’Oy-
ley and the fupetior officers, who iffued
orders againft the wafte committed, and
urged the planting of other provifions, were
difobeyed and difregarded by an irifatuated
and licentious foldiery. They were deaf
to remonftrance, they renounced authority,
and defied the employment of force ; they
defiroyed every thing, and would plant no-
thing. But a few months only had elapfed
before the effe@s of this mad condu& en-
fued in a fearcity approaching to famine,
Under its preflure’ numbers were driven to
fuch extremity, that not only unripe fruits
and noxious vegetables, but even fnakes
and lizards were eagerly eaten.  Difeafe
and contagion followed. During a confi:
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derable {pace of time, 140 died every week.
Among others Sedgwick himfelf perifhed
by an epidemic dyfentery that raged like a
peftilence. But the prote&or being foon
apprized of the calamity and its caufes,
exerted himf{elf with promptitude to remove
both. Diftruftful of D’Oyley; he fuper-
feded him ; and having appointed Colonel
Brayne commander in chief over the ifland,
he difpatched him in a fleet of tranfports
with fupplies, and 1000 recruits for Ja-
maica. Brayne failed from Port Patrick in
O&ober, and in December 1656 arrived at
his deftination. Governor Nevis with 1500
recruits from the Windward Iflands had
preceded him. About the fame time alfo
arrived two additional regiments under
Colonel Humphrey and Colonel Moore.
Cromwell, foon afterwards, by holding
out fuitable encouragement, ftill farther
ftrengthened Jamaica with many induftrious
fettlers from the New England colonies and
Bermuda.

Colonel Brayne, on his arrival, found
diffenfion, difeafe, and confufion, prevailing
throughout his government, Though en-
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dowed with {fagacity to difcern the fources
of the evils he came to corre&, and fur-
nithed with means for corre&ing them, he
was deficient in praftical vigour and forti-
tude. Sicknefs beginning to {fpread among
the troops that had lately arrived, he was
intimidated. His fears, or precautions to
preferve himfelf from difeafe, proved fatal
to him. He died fhortly after his arrival.
But prior to that event, he fent for D’Oyley
and invefted him with his own complete
authority. This brave officer, to whofe
firmnefs, military fkill, and afcendency over
the minds of thofe whom he commanded,
the Britith nation owe the pofleflion of
Jamaica, having been fuperfeded as before
mentioned, weighed the obftacles to fuccefs,
and entered upon his charge with modeft re-
lu&ance. Upon the deceafe of Brayne, he
wrote a manly letter to Cromwell, and ano-
ther to Fleetwood, ftating the wants of his
government, the difficulties of his fituation,
and his determination to face both, until his
fucceflor thould be named, to whom he
would willingly refign the command. For-
tunately, Cromwell at laft became fenfible

of his merit, and confirmed him in power.

His
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His ability had foon frefh fcope for exer-
cife. On the 8th of May 1658, Don

Chriftopher Safi Arnaldo, who had been
governor of Jamaica at the time of its cap-
ture, invaded the ifland with thirty com-
panies of Spanifh infantry. Arnaldo had
been furnithed by the governor of Cuba,
with ordnance, ammunition, engineers, and
eight months provifion for this expedition.
He landed on the north fide of the ifland,
at the port of Rio Nuevo, and twelve days
elapfed before D’Oyley heard of his inva-
fion. Apprized of it, he inftantly feleGted
750 of his beft troops, to repel this formi-
dable attempt. The expedition being by
fea, fix weeks elapfed before he reached
Rio Nuevo. This delay enabled Arnaldo
to ereé a ftrong work on an eminence that
overlooked the harbour. = But the gallant
D’Oyley, landing at the head of his well
difciplined band, immediately attacked the
Spaniards in their intrenchments, carried
the principal fortrefs by a vigorcus affault,
deftroyed one half of Arnaldo’s forces, and
compelled him to return to Cuba with the
remainder, after the lofs of his ftores, ord-
nance, ammunition, and colours. No con-
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fiderable effort has fince been exerted to
recapture Jamaica. Arnaldo, it is true,
once more returned and put himfelf at the
head of a party of the ancient Spanith
fettlers, who with their flaves ftill lurked
in the woods: but D’Oyley again took the
field, and having furrounded a party of the
flaves, fpared and employed them in dif-
covering and diflodging Safi Arnaldo’s
party ; a remnant only of whom efcaped to
Cuba. After this decifive exploit, D’Oyley
manifefted equal ability in a prudent and
vigorous adminiftration of civil affairs. The
army became more healthy, the new fettlers
made fuccefsful efforts in planting, the ar.
arrival of feveral thips for traffic ftimulated

induftry, and the dawn of future profperity
began to appear. But notwithftanding the
vigour and prudence of D’Oyley, the flaves
that yet remained in the faftneffes of Ja-
maica, attached to the Spanifh, and hoftile
to the Englith fettlers, continued to be
troublefome, and at times formidable. The
remnant of thefe fugitives, even after
D’Oyley had quelled their array and ex-
torted a form of fubmiffion from a part of

their leaders, through the expert audacity
of
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of a band of Buccaneers whom he em-
ployed to hunt them in their ftrong-holds,
were not fubdued or exterminated. Num-
bers of them eluded their purfuers, {purned
fubmiflion, and were nurtured in habits of
fpoliation and mifchief. The mafs of this
reflidue being from time to time re-inforced
by other runaway flaves, became roots of
the Maroon tribes, with whom Governor
Trelawney, more than half a century after=
wards, condefcended to treat, and chofe to
pacify, becaufe he found it impracticable to
vanquifh or civilize them.

Having incidentally mentioned the Buc-
canneers, a Spanifh term, implying hunters
and not feamen, a brief notice of them may
bt proper here, as it is attefted by concur-
ring authorities, that much of the profperity
of the ifland, in "early times after Crom-
well’s conquelt of it, is afcribable to them,
The origin of the Buccaneers is traced to
fome French fettlers in Tortuga, a {mall
fterile ifland, fituated within a few leagues
of Port Paix in Hifpaniola. D’Oyley in-
vited and employed them at’ firft to a& in
the woods againft the wild runaway ne-
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groes.  He afterwards countenanced them,
perhaps from motives of policy, to coun-
terpoife the power, or over-awe the turbu-
lence of the republican portion of the fettlers
or {oldiery. For although the confpiracy
of Colonels Raymond and Tylon to cir-
cumvent and depofe him had been fruftra-
ted, and by the prompt trial and military
execution of thofe Oliverian ring-leaders in
mutiny, ‘the immediate hazard of commo-
tion and revolutionary confli& in the
colony was averted ; vigour and fighal
addrefs were ftill requifite to maintain difci-
pline, and enfure obedience. A difcon-
tented band of thefe bold and factious
veterans, who were averfe to monarchical
government, and jealous of D’Oyley’s
cavalier politics, had fpread their roots in
Jamaica. Thefe men were ftrong in num-
bers, and dreaded for their valour, even
after the reftoration of Charles the Second,
when the royalifts were predominant, and
held the fituations of dignity, truft or profit
in the colony, almoft exclufively. But what
motives foever might influence D’Qyley,
it is certain that the Buccaneers received
fuch countenance from him and fucceeding
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sovernors, that thenceforward, in periods
of hoftility, and efpecially during the
Spanith war which was terminated by
the treaty of peace figned at Madrid in
1670, Jamaica became the chief place of
refort for privateers in the Weft Indies, and
the grand repOﬁtory of their prizes and
plunder. The Buccaneers were encouraged
by the community as well as the govern-
ment ; by the affluent fupplied with the
means of equipment, and by the indigent
enforced with finews for combat: armed
veflels being provided, their crews were
{oon recruited by acceflions from the needy
or adventurous, the difcontented or the
bold. Republican recruits on the ifland
were found already drilled for danger: and
many who were debarred from influence
or authority at home, aflociated with the
Buccaneers to ravifh wealth from abroad.
Their unbridled impetuofity often alarmed
even thofe whom they befriended: their
deeds and invincible valour terrified the ad-
verfaries whom they fubdued. The renown
of many feats of thofe veteran fea-rovers,
is to this day echoed by traditionary tales
told and accredited in every ifland of the

Weft
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Weft Indies. But the Spanifh people,
navigation, and fettlements throughout the
ifles, feas,and continent of South America,
were generally the objects of their rapacious
hoftility. 'The Buccaneers, however, were
not as has been imagined, altogether lawlefs
men ; they received letters of marque, and
were duly commiffioned by the Englifh
government in Jamaica to a& againft a
public enemy. Pirates feldom or never
avow their enterprizes. But the brilliant
fuccefles of particular privateer-men, they
themfelves exulted to relate, and the brief
annals of their time tranfmit to us. To give
a detail of their feats, though it would no
doubt be interefting to fome readers, would
be thought by others, in a concife hiftory
like this; a needlefs digreflion from the
peculiar obje@s before us. The moft ex.
traordinary and diftinguithed among the
Buccaneers was Henry Morgan, a man
defcended from humble Parents among
the farmers of Glamorganfhire. Ramb]ing
while a youth to Briftol, he accidentally
met with the commander of a trading veffel
bound to Barbadoes, and being a&uated by
an adventurous fpirit, bargained for a paf-
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fage by indenting himfelf to ferve a planter
for four years after his arrival in that
ifland. He arrived, fulfilled his engage-
ment with fidelity, and on the expiration of
its term proceeded to Jamaica, and entered
on his career of privateering. After a fuccef-
fion of profperous and almoft unparallelled
ations, he fettled in Jamaica on the termi-
nation of the war between England and
Spain, relinquifhed the purfuit of privateer-
ing, and turning his mind to agriculture,
became an induftrious planter. Morgan
afterwards received the honour of knight-
hood from Charles the Second, a fovereign
who, according to Sir William Beefton,
preferved a good underftanding with fuc-
cefsful Bugcaneers, and deigned to accept a
portion of their booty. Some years after-
wards Sir Henry Morgan was appointed a
member of the council, and finally advanced
to the dignity of lieutenant-governor of Ja-
maica, executing the duties of both ftations
with vigour and probity. It is unpleafing
to relate, that this extraordinary man, after
fuch a difplay of valour and civil condu&;
was arrefted by order of James the Second,
at the inftance of the Spanifh monarch, and
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committed to 'the Tower in 1684, where
he remained without trial Oor examination

till the day of his death, which happened
three years after.

But to return to the government of
D’Oyley ; we find, about the time of the
death of Cromwell, that people of all
profeflions in the mother country, reforted

to the colony of Jamaica. Many of thefe
perhaps forefaw a re-eftablithment of the
monarchy, and apprehending punifhment
in England for their culpable  condu&,
fought refuge in a diftant community, ori-
ginally compofed of Cromwell’s adherents,
Nor were fuch difappointed ; for after the
reftoration, thofe of this defcription who
filently fettled here, remained unmolefted.
Charles the Second confirmed D’Oyley in
his command, appointing him governor of
the ifland, by a commiffion dated the 1 3th
day of February 1661. He was inftructed
to releafe the army from military fubordi-
nation, eret courts of juftice, and with the
advice of a council to be elected by the in-
habitants to Tegiflate for them. This was
the firft regular eftablithment of civil g0~
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vernment in Jamaica; and when D’Oyley
foon after refigned his fituation, confidence
and fecurity were ftill farther extended by
his {ucceffor, Lord Windfor, who in a
royal proclamation encouraged the fettle-
ment of the country, by offering allotments
of land under fuch terms as were ufual in
other plantations, and even with additional
advantages and privileges. All free perfons
were authorized and permitted to tranfport
themfelves, their families, and goods (ex-
cept coin and bullion) to Jamaica, from
any part of the Britifh dominions; and
their children born in Jamaica were de-
clared free denizens of England, entitled to
the fame privileges as free born fubje&s of
England. Purfuant to the {pirit of this
proclamation, the governor was inftructed
to call an aflembly, to be indifferently
chofen by the people at large, to pafs laws
for their own internal government. Butin
the beginning of the year 1678, another
{fyftem of legiflation was adopted by the
king, or his minifters for the ifland ; framed
in conformity to the con{htunon of Ireland
under Poyning’s a&. A new body of laws
was prepared by the privy council of Eng-
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land. The Earl of Carlifle was conftituted
chief governor, and fent over to enforce it.
The whole code, including a bill for {ettling
a perpetual revenue on the crown, his lord-
thip offered to the aflembly, requiring them
to adopt it without alteration or amend-
ment. But the affembly indignantly re-
je&ed it. No menaces [could {frighten,
bribes corrupt, or fophiftry perfuade them
to fan&ion the fyftem. Colonel Long, then
chief judge of the ifland, and a member of
the council, was much diftinguithed by the
patrioti{m, fortitude, and ability with which
he refifted the attempt. To punifh this
contumacy, the governor vacated his {eatin
council, fuperfeded him as chief juftice,
and finally conveyed him to England as a
ftate prifoner. But Colonel Long being
heard before the king and privy coun-
cil, fo ably demonftrated the evil tendency
of the new code in Jamaica, that the Englifh
minifters, though relutantly, abandoned it.
Their deliberative powers were reftored to
the Affembly; and a favourite chief ma-
giftrate, Sir Thomas Lynch, fucceeded Lord
Catlifle in the government. But although
it was now hoped in’ Jamaica, that all caufe

+ of




( xlvii )

of futute conteft with the crown for politi-
¢al immunities was done away, the event
proved that this hope was fallacious. It is
believed that the minifters of the crown,
defirous chiefly of obtaining revenue from
Jamaica in perpetuity, fimilar to the 47 per
cent. paid by Barbadoes and the Windward
Iflands on their exports, relinquithed the
fyftem of compulfion, expe&ing that lenity
might produce what power had failed to
extort. 'The minifters, for dropping a
pernicious project, expeéted the voluntary
grant of a permanent revenue. But the
Aflembly remained unconvinced, and in-
flexibly adhered to the mode of an annual
fupply-bill. This refufal was met by a
fpirit of vindi&ive policy.  The fovereign
was advifed to withhold his aflent from a&s
of the legillature, on” which many impor-
tant judicial determinations in the colony
had been grounded. Thus the royal con-
firmation of the laws was waved, and the
adminiftration of juftice, during fifty years,
remained on this precarious footing in the
ifland.  Such was the actual fituation of
the inhabitants until the year 1728, when
a compromife was happily effeGted, and a

revenue
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revenue ack pafled which was confirmed by
the king. The Affembly confented to fettle
on the crown, an irrevocable permanent
revenue of 8oocol per annum; chiefly
upon three leading conditions: 1ft, That
the quit-rents within the ifland (then efti-
mated at 1460/ per annum) thould confti-
tute a part of fuch revenue: 2dly, That the
body of the laws enacted by the legiflature
of Jamaica, fhould receive the royal affent:
and, 3dly, That all fuch laws and ftatutes
of England as had been at any time
efteemed, introduced, ufed, accepted, or
received as laws in the ifland, thould be and
continue laws of Jamaica forever. In the
year 1687, Chriftopher Duke of Albemarle,
the fon and heir of General Monk who
reftored Charles the Second, was appointed
Governor of Jamaica, where dying child-
lefs foon after his arrival, his honors were
extinguifhed with his life.  The noble
governor exhibited a {pecimen of the arbii
trary {pirit of thofe times, by arrefling a
member of the Aflembly, for having repeat-
ed in debate, the ancient maxim, Salus
populi fuprema lex. He afterwards fined

him 600/, for this offence, and diflolved
the
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the Aflembly. The Duke, however, lived
long enough to amafs a confiderable trea-
~ fure in Jamaica, by entering into partner-
fhip with Sir William Phipps, who had dif-
covered the wreck of a Spanifh plate thip
that had been ftranded in 1659, on a fhoal
to the north eaft of Hifpaniola. By the
efforts of fkilful divers fent out in floops
from Jamaica, twenty-fix tons of filver
were faid to be recovered.

On the 1gth of February 5687, the thock
of an earthquake was felt throughout the
ifland. Its duration was fhort, and though
many buildings were damaged, few were

ruined, and none difappeared. The year
enfuing was memorable for the revolution

which placed King William and his confort
on the Britith throne. Their title was
immediately recognized, and they were
joyfully proclaimed in Jamaica. In the
year 1690, the Earl of Inchiquin was ap-
pointed governor, and in the war which
enfued, King William being at the head of
the confederacy againft France, the Earl
had orders to detach a maritime force
againft the French fettlements in Hifpa-

Vor. I, d niola.
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niola. The Englifh fquadron was fuccefsful,
and Jamaica was enriched by its prizes.
A fhort time after this period, when the
ifland flourifhed in population, and pro-
fpered in riches, a tremendous earthquake
damaged the whole furface of it, and fwal-
lowed up a great part of Port Royal, then
the molt affluent town in the Weft Indies.
On the 7th of June, between the hours of
ten and eleven o’clock A. M. the concuflion
began. Three diftin& fhocks, each more
terrible than the preceding one, in the
ipace of a few moments thook down, funk,
and overwhelmed two thirds of its beft
edifices. Solid wharves, {pacious ware-
houfes, fumptuous habitations, the property
or the refidence of the moft eminent plant-
ers and merchants, almoft immediately dif-
appeared. More than two-thirds of all the
‘buildings were inundated. The {pires on
the fummits only of the loftier, were vifi-

le, intermingled with the mafts of fhips

ftranded among them. The Swan frigate

had been hove down to careen. In a mo-

ment this thip righted by a fudden rufh of

‘water, and was driven over the tops of

deluged houfes. Numbers of the inhabi-

ants
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tants who had emerged again after being
{wallowed up, efcaped a fecond peril, and
were preferved by getting on board this
wreck. A refpectable hiftorian of the ifland
obferves, that the town of Port Royal ¢ was
chiefly built on a bank of fand adhering to
a rock in the fea, and that a flight concuilion
aided by the weight of the buildings, might
have accomplifhed its deftru@ion.” But it
appears that every quarter of the ifland was
terribly fhaken, and in many parts of it,
underwent material changes of - {urface.
Irom the fummits or {ides of the principal
mountains - the fhocks detached mighty
malfles of the foil, which in certain fitua-
tions, with whole groves of timber, were
precipitated upon the lower grounds. In
particular = inftances, the {feparated {oil
choaked the current of rivers.  The two
hills at the entrance of f{ixteen-mile walk,
were fhaken and crufhed together. The
flream of the river Cobre was obftruéted.
The bed of it towards the ocean became
dry, for miles, expofing vaft quantities of
fifh on the foil§ and feveral days elapfed
before the water refumed its wonted chan-
nel. In the territory called the Yallows,
| d 2 a mountain
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a mountain cracked and divided. A fepa-
rated part fell into the wale below, and
overwhelmed feveral inhabited fettlements.
In another quarter, a proprietor retaining
pofleflion of his ground, found his whole
eftablithment removed from its former
fituation. On the north fide of the ifland,
a thoufand acres of land {unk at once in
mafs, and with a number of perfons, were
fubmerged in a deep pool. At Paflage
Fort, not one houfe was left ftanding ; and
but one in all Liguanea. In Spanith Town,
the damage was ferious ; although a num-
ber of houfes built in a low compa& flile
by the Spaniards, efcaped. Scarcely one
fugar work was left undemolithed. Of the
white inhabitants, computed (from an enu-
meration taken a few years before the
event,) to be about fixteen thoufand, three
thoufand perifhed by this earthquake. Nor
did the effe@s of {fo dreadful a vifitation
ceafe, when the territory of Jamaica no
- longer trembled. The furvivors took refuge
in tents and huts in the vicinity. Such
habitations were incommodious. They did
not well prote& the refugees from a vertical
fun and unwholefome exhalations. Many

8 allo
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alfo were dejetted by the death of friends
and the extin@®ion of fortune, They
brooded over the terror of paft calamity,
and anticipated future privation. Scanty
diet enfeebled the body: gloom enervated
the mind. From a combination of caufes,
phyfical and moral, difeafe enfued, aggra-
vated by contagion. A malignant fever
attacked a throng of the miferable fufferers :
and before the end of O&ober, almoft de-
populated Jamaica,

Scarcely had thofe who were not vi®tims
to the earthquake or fever, recovered from
this calamitous condition, when they were
menaced by a different danger. Inrelli-
gence was received that Jamaica would
foon be invaded by an armament from
Hifpaniola: and accordingly, on the 17th
of June 1694, a {quadron of three fhips of
war, and twenty privateers, having on board
1500 land forces, under the orders of Mon-
fieur Du Cafle, commandant of that ifland,
appeared off Cow Bay ; where 800 French
foldiers were landed, with inltru@ions to
defolate the country as far as Port Morant,
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Such dire@lions were obeyed with alacrity
and barbarous precifion. The account given
to the fecretary of ftate by the governor,
alleges that the invaders perpetrated the
moft thocking enormities ; maflacre, and
wanton conflagration. = The militia “had
been drawn to the capital from that part of
the ifland. Fatigued, and fated with ruin
and ravage, the French. detachment at
length, after feizing about one thoufand
negroes, re-imbarked with their plunder.
The {quadron then failed to Carlifle Bay,
and Du Caffe landed in the parifh of Vere.
At the head of his forces he attacked about
two hundred militia; defenders of a mife-
rable breaft-work. A gallant refiftance was
made. But Colonel Cleyborn, Lieutenant
Colonel Smart, Captain Vaffal, and Lieu-
tenant Dawkins being killed, and others
wounded, the refidue of the detachment
began to retire, when five other companies
of militia fent to re-inforce them, oppor-
tunely arrived. Thefe, though they had
marched thirty ‘miles without refrefhment,
immediately charged the French with fuch
energy and effet, as changed the fortune of

the
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the day. Du Cafle retreated; and re-.

imbarking, returned with his ill-gotten

booty to Hifpaniola.

Port Royal, a few years after began to
rife again. IMany houfes were  rebuilt,
and it promifed again to become populous
and profperous. But on the gth of January
1704, an accidental fire, that broke out be-
tween the hours of eleven and twelve
o’clock in the morning, confumed every
houfe in it to afhes. The Legiflature,
that foon after aflembled at Kingfton,
authorifed difburfements from the public
treafury for the relief of the indigent fuf-
ferers ; and pafled a refolution recommend-
ing that the inhabitants fhould forfake the
{cite of Port Royal, and remove to Kingfton,
From that time, Kingfton rofe into unrival-
led confideration in the ifland. The next
difafter that affliGted the inhabitants of
Jamaica, occurred on the 28th of Auguft
1722. On that day a tremendous hurricane
fwept over a great part of the cultivated -
furface of the ifland, and by proftrating a
great part of the buildings, and deftroying
the produce of the foil, diminifhed the fryits
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of a vaft property which had been accumu-
lated in the towns, or vefted in the efta-
blithment of fettlements in the country.
Having thus briefly ftated fome leading
circumftances, profperous or adverfe, con-
nected with the early hiftory of Jamaica,
we conclude this part of our defign, and
haften to ftate its condition in modern
times. Prior to this attempt it thould not
be forgotten, that among the fources of the

-early profperity of Jamaica yet unnoticed,

was the acceffion of twelve hundred induf-
trious fettlers that came thither on the
evacuation of Surinam in 1674 : 2dly, Th
migration of the Scots, about twenty years
afterwards, from the ifthmus of Darien, on
the failure of that fettlement. The fruits
of the fkill and induftry of thofe migrators
remain ; and their pofterity inherit many
valuable eftates on this ifland. Similar
advantage in thofe times accrued from the
example of Sir Thomas Moddiford and
other eminent planters,who transferred their
capital and fkilful management from Bar-
badoes; and canferred durable benefits on
Jamaica, by a diligent purfuit of wealth

t;hrough the path of agricultural improve-
ment,
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ment. And to thefe may be fuperadded,
the fteady fiream of wealth that flowed
into the ifland, and was diffufed annually
from 1690, for many years by the eftabli{h-
ment of the Afiento contra&, for the {upply
of the Spanifh iflands with negroes.

In our defcription of Jamaica, as it exifts
in modern times, we offer but the etching
of an outline. The ifland is now diftributed
into the three counties of Middlefex, Surry,
and Cornwall. In Middlefex are eight
parithes, one town, and thirteen hamlets.
St. Jago de la Vega, or Spanith Town, is
the capital of the ifland: it is fituated on
the banks of the river Cobre, about fix
miles from the fea ; it is the feat of govern-
ment and of general judicature; it 1is
adorned with an handfome palace for the
refidence of the governor; its inhabitants
of free condition, are five thoufand. The
county of Surry contains feven parithes,
eight hamlets, and the towns of Kingfton
and Port Royal. Kingfton, fituated on the
north fide of a commeodious and beantiful
harbour, is the commercial metropolis ‘of
Jamaica, It was founded in 1693, when a

repetition
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repetition of the calamities of fire and earth-
quake, as we have feen, had defolated Port
Royal.  Many commodious buildings and
convenient houfes are found in it; and of
the latter, fome that approach to magnifi~
cence. Its markets for fith, flefh, and vege-
tables are choicely and abundantly fupplied.
It contains above twenty-{feven thoufand
inhabitants, inéluding feventeen' thoufand
flaves. " Port Royal, once the feat of popu-
lation and affiuence, has arifen tardily from
its athes: it confifts of about two hundred
houfes ; its fortifications are ftrong, and
preferved in excellent condition. The royal
navy yard, hofpital and barracks, contribute
to its importance. The county of Corn-
wall contains five parifhes, three towns, and
fix hamlets. The towns are Savanna-la-
Mar, on the fouth fide of the ifland ; Mon-
tegco Bay and Falmouth on the north.
Savanna-la-Mar was nearly deftroyed in
1780, by a hurricane and fudden inunda-
tion. About feventy houfes have {ince been
rebuilt on its {cite. Montego Bay has be-
come an opulent town, and contains at leaft
{ix hundred white inhabitants. Falmouth,
or, as it is commonly called, zbe Point,

{ituated
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ftuated on the fouth fide of Martha Brae
harbour, has arifen rapidly and profpers.

It contains upwards of two hundred houfes.

In the twenty parithes of Jamaica, are
found eighteen churchies belides chapels.
Each parith is provided with a rector, who
in lieu of tithes, is fupported by taxes levied
on the inhabitants for this purpofe by the
veltries refpe@ively.  The yearly value of
the church livings varies from 100/ 10
100o/. But a large glebe augments the
value of but one or two of the number.
The bithop of London, it is faid, claims
Jamaica as parcel or part of bis diocefe,
But fuch jurifdiGtion is unrecognized by
the colony, and has never been enforced

by the bifhop*.

The conflitution of Jamaica (with fome
features of difference,) refembles that of the
mother country ; moft of its orders of judi-
cature are conftituted like thofe of England.
The grand court of the ifland, concentres
the jurifdi¢tion of the courts of King’s

% This is an account of the church and ecclefiaftical
yegimen fome years ago : for the alteration that has been
made in ecclefiaftical affairs, fee vol. 2. letter 17.
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Bench, Exchequer, and Common Pleas.
A chief juftice for the ifland prefides in this
court. The emoluments of his fituation
amount to about 3000/ per annum, The
afbftant judges, three of whom with the
chief, are neceffary to conftitute 2 court, are
ufually planters of eminence, or other gen-
tlemen of the ifland, who afford their judi-
cial fervices gratuitoufly. In each parifh
{or precin@ confifting of parifhes) there is
a principal magiftrate, ftiled Cuftes Rotu-
lorum, who with a body of juftices, holds
Seffions of the Peace, and Courts of Com -
mon Pleas; where the matter of litigation 1s
of a certain limited value. The Cuftos alfo,
with two other juflices, the re@or and ten
vefirymen, elected by the frecholders, form
the veftry of each parith, The veftries affefs
and appropriate local taxes, and appoint the
colledling conftables of taxes, both parochial
and general. The Legiflature of Jamaica
1s fubdivided into three diffin® branches.
The Houlfe of Aflembly, or Colonial Com..
mons, confifts of forty-three members :
namely, three for each of the three chief
towns,and two for each of the parifhes, The

pecuniary
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pecuniary qualification of a member is 300/
per annum freehold ; or 3000/ perfonal
property in the ifland. Ten pounds per
annum freehold eftate, qualifies a free white
of full age to vote at an eleGticn. In fine, the
Aflembly of Jamaica in its formation, mode
of procedure, and extent of privilege, fo
nearly refembles the Houfe of Commons in
England, that a more minute account of its
ftrucure, claims, or authority, is unnecef-
fary. The upper branch of the Legiflature
confifts of twelve gentlemen ufually ap-
pointed by the crown; who have pre-
cedency next to the governor, and are
‘addrefled by the title of honourable. They
form a privy council of ftate to the gover-
nor ; but his proceedings, although contrary
to the advice of council, are held valid in
the ifland. The council, with the governor,
conftitute a court of errors and appeals
from the grand common law courts, in all
cales where the fum in litigation amounts
to 300/. - Each member of council is a
juftice of peace ex gfficic throughout Jamaica.
Laftly, on the death, or in the abfence of
the governor or lieutenant-governor, the
eldet member of the council fufeeds

to
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to the government, with the title of Prefi-
dent of the i{land.

The Governor of Jamaica, to whom is
afcribed by cuftom and courtefy the ritle
of Excellency, is royally appointed by
letters patent, under the great feal of the
kingdom. He commands the land forces
when no general officer of the ftaff is in
Jamaica. - He has vice admiralty juri{dic-
tion, and grants letters of marque. He

commiffions officers of the militia. He ap-
- points the judges, and with the:concur-
rence of five of the council, he may {ufpend
them. He nominates and fuperfedes cuf-
tofes of parithes, juftices of the peace, and
other civil officers,  He has alio, where the
crown does not difpofe of them, the difpofal
of civil employments. The governor in-
du@s clergymen qualified conformably to
the canons of the church, to all church
livings and benefices ; and in certain cafes
of abfence, or notorious mifcondué, {fuper~
fedes reGtors. He grants letters of admi-
niftration, licences for {chools and for
marriages. In cales of forfeiture or pe-
nalty incurred by breach of any a&t rela-

10 tive
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tive to trade or revenue, he has concurrent
jurifdiGion with the courts of record ; and
may, without the intervention of a:jury,
decide all queftions both of law and faét.
The governor is fole chancellor, and has
cuftody of the great feal of the colony. He
is judge in matters relating to ecclefiaftical
law. He prefides in 'the court of errors
and appeals; from whence, however; an
appeal may be had to His Majelty in coun-
cil, if the property in litigation is 3007 3
and from his decifions in equity, there lies
-a {imil#r appeal. He may reprieve criminals
convited of treafon and murder; and ex-
tend His Majefty’s gracious pardon to all
other’ convited criminals. He may fuf
pend members of the council, and fupply
their vacant {feats, He has authority, with
advice of council, to convoke the affembly
and appoint the place where the Legiflature
muflt meet. When met, the governor has
a negative voice in every legiflative ordi-
nance propofed. He can, at will, prorogue,
adjourn, or diffolve the affembly. Befides
emoluments accruing from fees,  fines,
-efcheats and forfeitures, he enjoys an annual
{alary of 2500/, from the crown ; to which

a fimilar
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a fimilar fum is ufually added by a grant of
the Legiflature, which muft be paffed within
one year after his authority commences,
and is irrevocable during the term of it.
Thus the ordinary emoluments of a gover-
nor of Jamaicain time of peace, maybe fairly
eftimated at above 6oool. fterling per an-
num ; and the powers with which he is in-
velted are more unchecked and extenfive
than thofe that, by the laws of England, are
allotted to the fovereign.

Of other lucrative offices, chiefly held by
patent in Jamaica, and commonly granted
for two lives, the moft confiderable are
thofe of the Provoft Marthal General, the
Secretary of the Ifland, the Treafurer of
the Ifland, the Clerk of the Supreme Court,
the Regifter in Chancery, the Naval Officer,
and the Colle¢tor of the Cuftoms for the
Port of Kingfton. Moft of thefe offices
are held by perfons refident in the mother
country, who have deputies that refide in
Jamaica, and execute the duties annexed to
them. Thefe deputies often purchafe their
fituations of their principals, to whom it
has been computed, that they annually

remit
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remit about 30,000/ fterling. But by an
excellent law (the 22 Geo. iii. c. 75.) in
future, the grantees of every patent office
in the colonies muft difcharge the duties
of office in perfon. The office of Provoft
Mar(hal General is of military origin, but its
principal duties are analogous to thofe of the
High Sheriff in England. It appears from the
returns of this office, publithed by the Ja-
maica Houfe of Affembly, 23d of Noven-
ber 1792, that in the courfe of the preceding
year, 2181 executions were lodged in the
office of the Provoft Marfhall, amounting
to 569,724/ fterling : and alfo that during
the twenty years prior to 1788, 80,0271 ex-
ecutions, amounting to 22,563,786/, fter-
ling had likewife been lodged in his office:
Enrollments in the office of the Secretary
of the ifland are matter of record. Truftees,
attorneys, guardians of orphans, and mort-
gagees in pofleflion, are obliged by law to
regifter in this office, not only annual ac-
counts of the crop and produce accruing on
each eftate, but accounts current of their
receipts and payments. Deeds alfo muft
(within three months after date) be en-
rolled in this office, In it alfo are enrolled
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all 2&s of the Legiflature. Thefe havethe
efficacy of law in Jamaica, as foon as the
governor fan&ions them by his affent. For
although the ultimate power of rejetion
remains in the crown ; yet, prior to the
exercife of it, aés of the Legiflature are
valid in the colony. The moft marked
differences between the colony laws and

thofe of ‘the mother country grow out of

the flave {yftem.  The evidence of a flave
is inadmiflible againft a white  perfon.
Slaves, in certain refpeQs, are confidered by
law as inheritance. They defcend to heirs;
the widow has dower of them, and a fur-
viving hufband may be tenant by the
courtely. = Still in Trefpet of debts, flaves
are chattels, and muft be inventoried by
the executors. A Britifh A& of Parliament
confirms fuch a view, and fuch a difpofal
of them, to fatisfy Britifh debts; and it is
not recolle@ed that one effort has been
made for the alteration of this ftatute by
any individual interefted in fuch difpofal®.

Yet it is unqueftionably true, that frequent

fales of Creole negroes, which feparate in-
dividuals from domeftic conneions, and

* Tt has been fince repealed.
®{cver
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fever them from home and habitation on
the eftates where they had birth, is one of
the moft intolerable grievances incident to
flavery in Jamaica.

The crown revenue from Jamaica to the
yearly amount' of 8co/. flerling, of which
we have already fpoken, is perpetual, being
fettled by the a& of the year 1728.’ Part
of this, however, arifing from the quit-
rents, or other fources mentioned in that -
act, 1s augmented confiderably. To the
revenue thus accruing, a temporary revenue
1s fuperadded by annual grants; to meet
the expences of the civil lift, and a variety
of public charges. Among the ways and
means are the following ; a duty on negroes
imported; an excife on rum and other
articles confumed within the ifland ; a pecu-
niary penalty incurred by each owner of an
eftate, for each white perfon deficient on
his premifes of the number required by
law ; a poll-tax on flaves and ftock; a rate
on rent and wheel ‘carriages. " A confider=
able portion: of the revenue of Jamaica is
exhaufted in the extra-allowance provided
for fuch of the regular Britith forces as ‘are
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from time to time ftationed on its territory.
When the regular troops exceed the num-
ber of 3000, the payment of fuch excefs is
ufually provided for by the Legiflature of
the ifland. Still greater expence has been
voluntarily incurred, and provided for by
this government of late, in quelling and
tranfporting a tribe of the Maroons. The
current coins of Jamaica are Portugal pieces
of gold, called the half johannes, valued at
about 55s. currency each; Spanifh dou-
bloons at 5/ 5s. each, and piftoles at
26s. 3d. each. The {ilver coins are Spanifh
milled dollars, valued at 6s5. 84.; and
{mall pieces, or portions of the dollar pro-
portionally valued. The loweft filver coin
is called a bitt, equal to about g 4. fterling,

The militia of Jamaica includes all free
perfons from fifteen to fixty years of age,
who provide, at their own expence, the
requifite accoutrements, and are obliged by
law to enlift themfelves either in the horfe
or foot. In times of apprehended danger,
whether from invafion or revolt, the com-
mander in chief, with the advice and con-

fent of a general council of war, in which
6 the
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the members of the Legiflature have votes,
may proclaim martial law. In fuch an
emergency, the governor is invefted with
powers ftrong and extra'ordinary. The
ifland was under martial law early in 1792,
The militia at that time confifted 1079
cavalry, and 8172 infantry. Of this body,
the freed negroes and men of colour
amounted to 1889.

But we muft pafs from this {ketch of the
government, laws, military force, and civil
divifion of the country, to delineate within:
narrow limits its furface, climate, and chief
productions. The furface of the territory
of Jamaica has been computed, with f{uffi-
cient accuracy, to be four millions of acres.
Somewhat lefs than two millions of it has
been located by taking out patents. Of this
land, thus appropriated, little more than one
million of acres is in cultivation. A return,
about the year 1790, was. made to the Le-
giflature of Jamaica, by which it appears,
that the number of fugar plantations was
feven hundred and feventy-five. Thele
may be averaged at nine hundred acres each.
By the fame document, there were fome-
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what above four hundred penns, or breeding
farms, which may be averaged at feven-
hundred acres each. From this authentic
ftatement it may be inferred, that a great
part of the interior of Jamaica is not only
mountainous, but {fterile or inacceflible,
The inequality of its furface, however, con-
ftitutes a part of its charms, and introduces
alfo a temperature mitigating the predomi-
nant heat of the climate. If we divide the
tropical year into four feafons, the Spring
of Jamaica commences with the month of
May. The foliage of the trees then be-
comes more vivid, and the parched favan-
nas grow greener, even before the rains
defcend. . Thefe generally come from the
{outh ;- and, compared with the autumnal
cataracts, feem but fhowers. They fall about:
the middle of May. Commencing in the
morning, they often break up in thunder-
ftorms about noon ; exciting a rich vegeta-
tion, and {preading a beautiful verdure,
'This vernal {eafon of moifture feldom con-
tinues more than a fortnight: the weather
then becomes dry, fettled, and falubrious ;
not a cloud chequérs the firmament ; the

blue fky blazes, and the Weft Indian {fum-
mer
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mer reigns in full glory. At this period,
during certain hours of the day, ufually
from feven till ten in the morning, the heat
cems infupportable ; but as {oon as the fea .
breeze from the eaft ftirs the dormant air,
all nature revives: and (efpecially in the
{hade) till this breeze diminifhes towards
the evening, the climate is often tolerable,
and fometimes pleafant. Though the twi-
light is brief, the nights are beautiful ; the
planet Venus illumines fo as to caft a fhade
from trees like another moon ; and the tro-
pical ftars {parkle with tranfcendent luftre.
This ftate of the weather commonly con-
tinues till the middle of Auguft, when the
diurnal breeze intermits, calms {moothe the
{furface of the fea, and the air becomes .
fultry and fuffocating. During the next
fix weeks, light winds and dead calms alter-
nately prevail ; and the thermometer {fome-
times rifes even to go. Such are the pre-
ludes to the wet autumnal {eaflon. About
the firft of O&ober it begins, Soon the
heavens pour down torrents ; and the earth
in fome places feems deluged, efpecially
contiguous to certain mountains. Lofty
eminences, i clad with wood, powerfully
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attra& moifture. ‘The perpendicular height
of the water which had fallen in the Weft
Indies within one year, was once afcer-
tained to be equal to fixty-feven cubical
inches. Between the firft of Auguft and
the laft of O&ober, thofe dreadful vifita-
tions called hurricanes, are often anticipated,
and frequently experienced. It is too well
known, that hurricanes in the years 1780,
81, 84, 85, and 86, fpread defolation
throughout fix of the beft cultivated pa-
rifhes in Jamaica: and fuch a draught
fucceeded as deftroyed thofe provifions that
had been cultivated in 1785 and 86, to
fupply the want of the interdi€ted North
American cargoes: “ fo that within feven
years prior to 1787,” fay the Affembly of
Jamaica in their memorial to the Britifh
Government, “ fifteen thoufand flaves
perifhed by famine, or of difeafes contracted
by fcanty and unwholefome diet.” Of the
caufes of fuch defolating florms, we yet
remain in doubt or ignorance. But to
return ; towards the clofe of November, or
perhaps a few days later, the northerly
winds having acquired force, and the heavy
rains ceafing, the air becomes pure and

cool;
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cool; and in a fucceflion of feréne and
pleafant weather from December to April,
the inhabitants of Jamaica and the other
Weft India iflands, enjoy the fineft winter,
if it may be called fo, known on the globe.

The general appearance of Jamaica dif-
fers materially from that of the Britith ifles
in Europe. The north and fouth fides of
Jamaica differ effentially from each other.
Columbus firft approached it on its north-
ern fide : his eye firft dwelt on that portion
of it which conftitutes St. Ann’s parifh.
No wonder the novelty, variety, and beauty
of its fcenery delighted him. Ata mode-
rate diftance from the fhore, numerous hills,
diftin&ly feparated from each other by ro-
mantic vales, fwell on the fight. Moft of
thefe eminences, rounded toward their tops
with {ignal felicity, are crowned with groves
of pimento; a beautiful tree that endures
no rival near it. Thefe groves are of a
deeper green than the fhort grafs beneath
them ; which, {pringing from a chalky
marble, thickens a turf as clean and clofe as
-the fineft Englith lawn. The bright hue
of this vegetable carpet is difcoverable in a

thoufand
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thoufand . openings, contrafting the dark
verdure of the pimentoess On one {pot we
contemplate extenfive ZIrOVES that crown
the hills ; on another, diverfified groups that
are {prinkled down the declivities ; and to
finith the landfcape, tranfparent cafcades
and delicious rivulets enliven this whole
diftri&.’ = Jamaica indeed, as its name im-
ports, abounds in {prings that defcend on-
both fides of the eminences that divide the
ifland. It can boaft of one hundred rivers,
although none of them are deep enough for
navigation. * The land rifing towards the
centre of the ifland, as the eye efcapes from
the foft fcenery we have pourtrayed, the
waving outline of it melts the diftant blue
hills till they gradually diflappear in the
clouds. But approaching the fouthern fhore,
the predominant features of the territory
on that fide of the ifland are more bold
than beautiful. We are firft firuck by a
view of the ftupendous and foaring ridges
of the blue mountains, exhibiting abrupt
precipices, or inacceffible cliffs. But on a
nearer approach, thefe rugged appearances
feem ameliorated by an interfperfion of
altivated fpots, where the hand of dili=
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gence has awakened life and fertility. The
lower range alfo, clad by forefts of majeftic
timber, contributes to relieve the rugged-
nefs of the loftier heights. ' At length we
behold the favannas beneath, extenfively
covered with cane-fields, blending, in full
pride of cultivation, the promife of (pring,
with the exuberance of autumn. = The
mountains of Jamaica are objeéts .of gran-
deur, and agents of utility. They afford
that variety of climate {o conducive to fere-
nity, health, and delight.  On the fultry
plains of the fouth, the medium of the heat
during the fummer and autumnal months
18 eighty degrees on Fahrehheit’s thermo-
meter. In the highlands contiguous, the
‘thermometer at noon {feldom exceeds feven-
ty. In higher fituations it is confiderably
lower. At night the air becomes yet
colder, infomuch that precautions with re-
fpect to clothing, and fetting out early
in the morning, are requifite, in making
judicious excurfions from the flifling at-
mofphere below to the falutary climate
above. In thofe mountains likewife, almoft
any of the fruits, roots, or herbs of Europe’
will flourifh, and may be cultivated. Ano-

ther
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ther peculiar advantage which Jamaica and
the large iflands derive from fuch inequality
of furface is the no&urnal land-wind. As
foon as the diurnal breeze, blowing from
the eaft and its collateral points, dies away
in the evening, the hot air of the plains,
being rarified, alcends towards the fummits
of the mountains, and is there condenfed
by the cold ; which making it fpecifically
heavier than it was before, it defcends back
to the plains on both fides of the ridge.
Hence the night-wind is generated, blowing
towards land on all fides of fuch mountain-
ous iflands,

We have noticed the beauty of the
pimento. The papaw and the palmeto-
royal contribute alfo to beautify Jamaica.
The latter has been known to attain the

eight of 140 feet. The foliage of thefe
and other fiately trees of the ifland, {pring-
ing chiefly from the fummit of the trunk,
and outfpreading horizontally, groves of
them difplay an aflemblage of majeftic co-
lumns, fupporting a verdant canopy. They
admit the circulation of the air, exclude the
vertical fun, and furnifh at once a whole-

fome
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fome retreat and delicious fhelter, While
{fome trees of modgate growth bud, bloflom,
and bear fruit perennially, others aftonifh
by their weight, fize, or impenetrability of
fibre. No timber for fuch qualities can
exceed the lighum-vitz, iron-wood, pigeon-
wood, green-heart, brazilletto, and bully-
tree, Many exhibit trunks that meafure
ninety feet from the bafe to the limbs;
fuch as the mahogany and the cedar. The
ftem of the ceiba, or wild cotton tree, is ftill
ftouter. Being rendered concave, it has
been known to furnith a boat capable of
containing one hundred perfons. The fig-
tree, in perfection, boafts a growth yet more
gigantic. The noble fcenery of fuch groves
is enlivened by the fingular forms of fome
animals and the furprizing beauty of others.
In many regions of the torrid zone, forefts,
mountains, or morafles, are infefted by
wild beafts of untameable fiercenefs; by
broods of ferpents of exalted rage and
venom. But the bite of no ferpent of the
Weft Indies is mortal ; and Jamaica har-
bours no animal of prey to defolate or
deftroy. Here even the largeft alligator,
whofe fiercenels has been fo much ex-

aggerated,
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aggerated, when met on the banks of its
river, manifefts no favage difpofition, bus
is a timid creature, avoiding with preci-
pitation the approach of man. As to the
minute individuals of the lizard tribe, they
are all innoxious, and many of them bean-
tiful. " Of the intermediate fpecies of this
family, the inguana, about three feet long,
and proportionably bulky, was formerly
hunted by the native Indians ; and it fur-
nithed a defirable part of their food. Its
flavour is like that of the green turtle; and
though it is now feldom ferved at Englith
tables, the French and Spanifh inhabitants
of the neighbouring iflands ftill prize, drefs,
and feaft on it. The quadrupeds of Ja-
maica, properly {o called, confifted, in early
times, of eight fpecies: 1, the agouti;
2, the pecary; 3, the armadillo; g4, the
opuffum ; g, the racoon ; 6,the mufk rat;
7, the alco ; 8, the {maller monkeys of. fe-
veral varieties. Of this enumeration, the
firft and the laft fpecies only have efcaped
the common fate of all the nobler natives,
anciently inhabitants of the ifland of Ja-
maica. Even the alco, a mute little dog,
carefling and fequacious, once loved and

cherithed
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cherifhed by its poor Indian mafters, is like
them. extérminated. “The narrow limits
~of this {ketch prohibit a detailed account of
the animals of Jamdica. The grovesand
forefts once abounded with them. © The
regions of air and water furnithed, and fiill
furnith, a fupply copious, if not'inexaufti-
ble. But the hiftory of the mountain crab
is fo curious, that a tranfcription from'the
fa@s recorded of it ‘by Du Pettre ‘and
Browne fhall be quoted. ' ¢ Thefe animals
live not only in an orderly focicty in'their
retreats’ in ‘the mountains, but regularly
once a year march down to the fea-fide in
a body of fome millions at a time. 1 As'they
multiply in great numbers, they ¢hoofethe
- months of April or May: to begin their
expedition ; and then fally out;from the
ftumps of hollow trees, from'the  clefts
of rocks, and from the holes which they
dig for themfelves under the furface'of the
earth. At that time the whole ground is
covered with this band of adventuerers ;
there is no fetting down one’s foot without
treading upon them.  The fea is their place
of deftination, and to that they dire& their
march ‘with right-lined precifion. No:geo=

| 13 ~ metrician
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metrician could fend them to their deftined
ftation by a fhorter courfe: they neither
turn to the right nor to the left, whatever
obftacle intervenes; and even if they meet
with a houfe, they will attempt to fcale the
walls to keep the unbroken tenor of their
way. But though this be the general order
of their route, they upon other occafions
are compelled to conform to the face of the
country ; and if it be interfeéted by rivers,
they are {feen to wind along the courfe of the
ftream. The proceflion fets forward from
the mountains with the regularity of an
army under the guidance of an experienced
commander. They are commonly divided
into battalions, of which the firft confifts
of the firongeft and boldeft males, that, like
pioneers, march forward to clear the route
and face the greateft dangers. The night
is their chief time of proceeding ; but if it
rains by day, ‘they do not fail to profit by
the occafion, and they continue to move
forward in their flow and uniform manner.
When the fun fhines and is hot upon the
furface of the ground, they make an
univerfal halt, and wait till the cool of the

evening. When they are terrified, they
march
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march back in a confufed diforderly man-
ner, holding up their nippers againft their
annoyers, from whom they fometimes tear
off a piece of the fkin, or leave the weapon
where they inflied the wound. When
after a fatiguing march, and elcaping a
thoufand ', dangers, for they are fometimes
three months in getting to the fhore, they
arrive at their deftined port, they prépare to
caft their {pawn. For this purpofe;: the
crab has no fooner reached the fhore, than

it eagerly goes to the edge of the water, and

lets the waves wath over its body two! of
three times to wafh off the fpawn. "The egus
are hatched under the fand ; and foon after,
millions at a time of the new-born crabg
are {een quitting the fhores, and flowly
travelling up to the mountains. "The old
crabs having difburthened themfelv%s,' ol
nerally regain their habitations W ‘thé
mountains by the latter end of June. ‘In
Auguflt they begin to fatten and prepare
for moulting ; filling up their burrows with
dry grafs, leaves, and abundance of other
materials, 'When the proper period comies,
each retires to his hole, thuts up the pai-
fage, and remains quite inadtive until he
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gets rid of his old fhell, and is fully pro-
vided with a new one. How long they
continue in this ftate is uncertain ; but the

thell is firft obferved to burft at the back
and fides, to give a paflage to the body ;
and the animal extra&s its limbs from all
the other parts gradually afterwards. At
this time the fleth is in the richeft ftate, and
covered with a tender membranous fkin,
variegated ‘with a multitude of reddifh
veins: but this kin hardens gradually, and
foon becomes a perfe& fhell like the former.
It is, however, remarkable, that during this
change, there are fome ftony concretions
always formed in the bag, which wafte and
diffolve as the creature forms and perfeéts
its new cruft. As to the flavour of the
mountain crab drefled for food, it is, when
in fpawn, one of the choiceft morlels in
naturg. This perpetual fupply of {uftenance
was a refource to which the native Indians

. always. had refort when other provifions

were not abundant.

The woods and marfhes of Jamaica af-
ford alfo a variety of wild fowl, and other
birds of exquifite flavour; among which,
8173 1O 4 the
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the ringtail-pigeon is by many the moft
efteemed. But the moft delicious of birds
1s the emberiza orizavora, the ortolan or
rice-bird of South Carolina, ‘Thefe little
birds fatten upon the milky rice of that
region early in the autumn ; and when it
begins to harden, they vifit Jamaica in pro-
digious flights in O&ober, to feed on the
feeds of the guinea grafs. Inftead of giving
an account of the wild-fowl, we muft
content ourfelves with reciting the curious
contrivance by which the ancient Indians of
Jamaica caught them. In the ponds to
which thefe birds refort, they ufed to throw
calabafhes, (afpecies of gourd,) which floated
on the water, and which when accuftomed
to {ee, the fowl would approach without
fear. Having fucceeded thus far, the {portf
man put one of thefe gourds on his head,
firft making apertures for fight and breath.
He then very cautioufly crept into the
pond, gently fwimming in deep water, or
walking where it was fhallow, with his
head only above the furface. Thus he got -
among the fowl, and feizing one at a time
by the feet, and dragging it by a dexterous
jerk downwards, he faftened it to his girdle;

f2 and
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and {o, without creating the leaft alarm or
difturbance among the refidue of the flock,
loaded himfelf with as many as he could
carry away. - Lheir method of catching
fith was no lefs curious. They employed
the remora or fucking fifh, as falconers em-
ploy hawks. This fith, not much more than
a {pan long, was regularly kept, fed, and
trained for the purpofe. The owner on a
calm morning, carried it out to {ea, fecured
to his canoe by a fmall but ftrong line,
many fathoms in length. The moment
the remora faw a fith in the water, though
at a great diftance, it ftarted away with the
{wiftnefs of an arrow and faftened upon it.
'The Indian in the mean time, let go the line
which was provided with a buoy, that kept
on the furface of the fea, and ferved to
mark the courfe which the fifh had taken.
This courfe the Indian purfued in his canoe,
until he conceived that his game was nearly
exhaufted. Then taking up the buoy, he
gradually drew the line towards the f{hore;
the remora {till adhering to its prey with
inflexible tenacity. ¢ By this method, (fays
Ovedo,) I have known a' turtle caught of a
bulk and weight that no fingle man could

{fupport.”
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fupport.” But to return to the birds of
Jamaica. Among throngs of them eminent
for brilliant plumage, may be mentioned
the parrot and its various affinities from the
{tout macaw to the tiny paroquet. This
numerous family yet adorn the groves of
Jamaica. But the flamingo, an elegant and
princely bird, as large as the {wan, arrayed
in plumage of the brighteft fcarlet, is no
longer to be feen. Still, however, the pride
of the garden for illuftrious plumage, the
collibry or humming-bird, multiplies, mur-
murs, and fucks the rich bloffoms of Jamaica.
The colours that mark the coat of this bird,
(not much bigger than a beetle,) mock the
mimickry of art; exhibiting in exquifite
combination the fine green of the emerald,
the rich purple of the amethy, and the
deep blaze of the ruby. That the mufic
of the European birds furpafles that of the
tropical, ‘has often been remarked, and the
remark is juft. = Yet the tropical groves,

decorated by plumes fo diverfified and

{plendid, boaft alfo the very curious imita- -

tions peculiarto the mock-bird ; imitations
vhich mingling with the plaintive notes of
a vaft variety of doves, and the modulated

tha hum
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hum of countlefs infects, afford a concert
that gratifies untutored tafte, although it
may fail to pamper the voluptuary in mufi-
cal refinement. But quitting this elegant
department of natural hiftory, for it would
require volumes to complete it, we proceed
to vegetable producions; beginning with
fuch as are ufed in Jamaica for the fufte-
nance of man, or the domeftic creatures
employed in his feryice. Maize, or Indian
corn, a native production, may be planted
at any time of the year when there is rain
to moiften the foil. It yields, according to
the quality of the latter, from fifteen to
forty buthels per acre; affording two or
three crops annually. Guinea corn com-
monly  produces but one annual crop,
planted in September, it is gathered in
January, and yields from thirty to f{ixty
bufhels per acre. To thefe fubftantial arti-
cles of vegetable food, may be {uperadded
various kinds of calavances (a fpecies of
pea) which are in general ufe and culture,
Jamaica abounds alfo in grafles native or
exotic. The firft fort is fometimes cut for
“hay : but the making of it is now rendered
almoft unneceffary by an aquatic plant called”
Scotg
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Scots grafs ; fuppofed to be a native grafls of
Jamaica. = It rifes in height five or fix feet,
has long f{ucculent joints, and is of quick
vegetation. Five horfes may be well main-
tained during a whole year from a fingle
acre of it, But the Guinea grafs introduced
into the ifland by accident from Africa,
about {ixty years ago, is a production, of
the greateft ufe and importance. It thrives
in the moft ftony and fterile foil; is eagerly
devoured by horfes, mules, and other do-
meftic animals; and has contributed to
create moft of the breeding pens in Jamaica.
Hence the excellent quality and abundance
of horned cattle, both far table and planta-
tion ufe. In the mountains, all the edible
pulfe and roots of Europe thrive ; and mof}
of the European herbs. Cahbages, lettuce,
carrots,turnips, parfnips,artichokes, kidney-
beans, green peas, grow uncommonly well,
But many vegetables of native growth are
judged by fome individuals to furpafs in
flavour and relifh, the moft choice of the
foreign efculents ; efpecially the chocho,
ochra, lima-bean, and Indian-kale. The
other indigenous productions of this clafs,
are plantains, bananas, yams, calalue (a

fq fpeies




( Ixxxviii )

{pecies of fpinage) eddoes, caflava, and fweet
potatoes. - As to the more elegant fruits,
no country on earth affords fuch a magnifi-
cent defert. The following native fruits
grow in the ifland fpontaneoufly: the
anana, or pine-apple, (the dark-coated or
Antigua fort being the moft exquifite,) the
tamarind, papaw, guava, fweet {op, cathew-
- apple, cuftard-apple (a {pecies of chari-
moya) cocoa-nut, ftar-apple, grenadilla,
avocada-pear, hog-plum, pindal-nut, nef-
bury, mamee, mamee-fapota, Spanith goof=
berry, prickly-pear, and a few others. The
orange, Seville and China, the lemon, lime
and fhaddock, the vine, melon, fig, and
pomegranate, were introduced by the Spa-
niards. Englith ind uftry has fuperadded to
thefe, the rofe-apple, genip, peach, and
{trawberry.

Pafling rapidly from this abridged enu-
meration of vegetables ufed for fuftenance
or refrehment ; we come to fuch as are
obje@s of commerce. - At the head of this
clafs is the cane, one of the moft valuable
plants in creation. Its botanical name is
aryndo faccharifera. In form it is a jointed

8 reed
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reed terminating in leaves or blades, whofe
edges are finely ferrated. Its ftem is firong
though brittle, and, when ripe, of a fine
ftraw-colour. * It contains a foft, pithy fub-
ftance, that affords, in perfeGion, a copious
fupply of juice, and a {weetnefs the lealt
cloying and the moft agreeable in nature.
The intermediate diftance between each
joint of the cane varies according to the
variety of the plant and the fertility of the
foil, from one to fix inches in extent, and
from half an inch to two inches and a half
in diameter. The whole length of the cane
alfo varies from four to twelve feet, mea-
furing from the flole to the upper joint,
The plant is a native of the eaft, and was
cultivated in India and Arabia from time
immemorial. At what time the Arabiags
difcovered the art of granulating its juice,
is unknown. It probably found its way
into Europeby the Red Sea, at leaft as early
as the period of the Croifades. It is now,
on good grounds conje@ured, and indeed
believed, that the fugar cane grew {ponta-
neoully in the Weft Indies ; although from
the introdu@ion of its culture in early
times, Columbus appears to have been unap-

prized
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prized of this fact. We derive the fecret of
making fugar from it immediately from the
Spanith and Portuguefe nations ; who were
indebted for their knowledge of it to the
nations of the eaft. For the perfe@ion of
this plant, no land, properly fituated, can be
too fat or fertile. The finelt foil in the
Weft Indies for the moft abundant produc-
tion of choice fugar (except the athy-loam
of St. Chriftopher’s) is what has been called
the brick-mold of Jamaica. Itis a deep,
warm, mellow hazel earth, eafily worked;
confifting' of a due mixture of clay and
fand. Its furface, aftet rain, {foon becomes
dry ; but its under ftratum, even in the
dryeft feafon, retains moifture. This fpecies
of moft excellent foil, which abounds in
Hifpaniola, {paringly given to Jamaica, 1s
confined to peculiar fpots in a few parifhes
only. Plant-canes in fuch foil yield in fine
{eafons, about two tons and an half of {ape-
rior {ugar peracre. On the north fide of
Jamaica, chiefly in the parifh of Trelawney,
another kind of foil exifts, that yields alfo
crops of excellent fugar. This land is
{fometimes of a yellow, but more frequently
of a red colour, from a deep chocolate to a

rich
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rich fcarlet: when moiftened, it fains like
paint. It confifts of a pure loam with a
mixture of clay and fand ; it'is a deep {foil,
not heavy, naturally dry, and remarkably
tenacious of water. . Expofure to a fcorch-
ing {un in very dry weather, defiroys its
fertility for that feafon. The {yftem of
hufbandry, therefore, on fugar plantations
of this {oil, is beft adapted to what are called
ratoon-canes. Ratoons, probably fo named
from a corruption of the Spanith word
brotones, are fuckers or {prouts, that {pring
from the roots of canes that have previoufly
been cut down. Ratoons thus intended to
grow, although the fugar they yield amounts
not to fo much per acre as the parent canes
produce, yet by requiring little expence or
labour in culture, often give in the courfe
of {eafons as profitable returns to the owner.
The common yielding of fuch crops on this
land, is {even hogtheads of fixteen hundred
weight, to ten acres of annual ratoons. The
- proper feafon for planting canes, is the in-
terval between Auguft and November. By
thus infuring the influence of the autumnal '
rains, the foliage of the young canes be-
comes {ufhiciently luxuriant before the fum-
mer
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mer blazes, to keep their roots cool, and

the contiguous earth moift. ‘The ufual
mode of holing, that is, preparing to plant
by manual labour, is as follows: The land

- = . ¥ & : | 7 f:‘ N
being divided into plats of about twenty
g

acres extent ; each plat is then {ubdivided,
by a:line attached to wooden pegs, into
fquares of three or four feet. The field

Bf‘i?f“i‘@ﬁs are then' placed in-a row, in the
line, one to cach fquare, which they
excavate with hoes to the depth of five or
fix inches. It commonly requires forty
negroes to hole an acre in the courfe of a
day. For fuch labour, if hired, eight or ten
pounds currency is commonly paid. The
cuttings feleted for planting, are ufually
the tops of the canes that have been ex-
prefled for making fugar. Thefe placed
horizontally on the bottom of the hole, are
overed two inches deep with mold. In
about twelve days the f{prouts from the
eems of the planted caneare feen: at the
end of fouror five months the banks of the
holes are levelled. Till the young plants
attain confiderable maturity, the weeds that
a rich foil highly manured rapidly nourifh
are to be inceflantly difturbed by the hoe.

Plant
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Plant canes are ripe for the mill early in the
fecond year. From December till May is
called crop-time in Jamaica. It is the
feafon of health, gladnefs and feftivity.  So -
palatable and nourifhing is the juice of the
cane, that moft individuals of the animal
creation derive vigour from its ufe. Soon
after the mill is in, motion, the meagre
thrive, and the fick recover: i

that the bufieft period of labour becomes

_____

the moft comfortable and pleafant both to
) |

Fa

man and beaft. Sugar is direétly nutricious

and abfolutely wrmulaff“?:c; and has, “it'is
faid, in Europe contributed to extinguith
the fcurvy and other dm:w;s. The juice
from which it is granulated is eagerly {ipped

in the Weft In_du.s, proving grateful and
{alutary to every creature that partakes of
it. In Jamaica it is exprefled by mills,
worked by cattle, wind, or water. ‘A fugar
mill confifts principally of three upright
iron plated cylinders, from thirty to forty
inches in length, and from twenty to
twenty-five inches in diameter. The middle-
one, to which the moving power is applied,
turns the other two by cogs. Between
thefe rollers the canes are comprefled twice,
which {queezes them completely. Thejuice

1S
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is received into a leaden wveflel. The mace
rated rind of the cane, fo prefled dry, ferves
(with dry cane leaves called trath) for fuel
to boil the liquor. Cane juice contains of
water eight parts, of {ugar one, of grofs oil
and mucilaginous gum one ; befides a fmall
portion of effential oil.

The procefs for obtaining fugar from
the cane is thus condu&ed. The juice
from the mill, running along a wooden
gutter lined with lead, is carried to the
boiling houfe, where it is received into
a clarifying cauldron, -of which there are
commonly three. Each clarifier is pro=
vided with a {yphon, or cock for drawing
off the liquor. In eftablifhments where
two hundred hogfheads are annually manu-
faGured, each clarifier has a flat bottom,
1s hung to a feparate fire, with a feparate
chimney, to which belongs an iron flider,
which being fhut, the fire is fupprefled. All
cane juice is liable “to rapid fermentation.
As foon, therefore, as the clarifier is filled,
the fire is lighted, and the temper (white
lime of Briftol) is ftirred into it. The alkali
of the lime having neutralized its fupera-

bundant acid, a part of it becomes the bafis
of
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of the fugar,. An half pint of Briftol lime,
diflolved in hot water, is commonly {uffi-
cient for an hundred gallons of liquor. The
clarifier ought to be heated till the fcum
begins to rife into blifters, but not to actual
ebullition. At this moment the damper is
to be applied, and the fire extinguifhed.
The warm liquor remaining a while undif-

tarbed, the feculences attra&ing, entangle
each other and rife in a fcum. This {fcum
{inks unbroken, and is left when the liquor
is drawn off into the evaporating or grand
copper. In this grand copper 1t is to boil,
the additional fcum being now taken off as
it rifes, till by {kimming and evaporation,
the quantity is confiderably reduced, and
becomes more-vifcid. It is then ladled into
another copper, and undergoes further ebul-
lition and fkimming. If it be not now
tranfparent, or if it thicken too faft, a little
more lime-water is to be fuperadded. After

a certain time, when the liquor is reduced
fufficiently, fo as to be contained in the

third {maller copper, it is ladled into that,
and fo on to the laft, called the teache, fo
named probably from the pratice, at this
{tage of the procefs, of trying the conliftency
of
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of the boiled juice by the touch. In the
teache the fubject is finally boiled, till on
trial of its fitnefs for granulation, it may be
removed from the fire. 'This part of the
bufinefs is called fricking; that is, ladling
the thickened fyrup like liquor into the
cooler. The cooler is a fhallow wooden
veflel, about eleven inches deep, feven feet
in length, and from five to fix feet wide.
A cooler of this fize holds an hogthead of
fugar. Here, as it cools, it runs into a
coarfe, irregular mafs of imperfeé chryftals,
feparating itfelf from the melafles. From
the cooler in the boiling-houfe, the mafs fo
granulated is conveyed to an hogthead in
the curing-houfe. This is a large airy
building, provided with a ciftern. Over
the ciftern lies a frame of joift-work.
Empty unheaded hogfheads ftand ranged on
the joifts. In the bottom of each hogfhead
eight or ten holes are bored. Through each
hole is thruft the ftalk of a plantain leaf,
extending from the top of the hogthead to
about {ix inches below the joift. Into one
of thefe hoglheads, fo placed, the mafs from
the cooler is put, which is called'potting.
‘The melafles draining into the ciftern by

thof?
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thole fpungy ftalks, the fugar in about
three weeks becomes dry and fair. It is
then faid to be cured, and the procefs is
finithed. Of this precious commodity,
when feafons are favourable, about one
hundred and forty thoufand hogfheads are
annually fhipped to Great Britain from
Jamaica,

- The bounty of the cane ends not here;
the very dregs and feculencies of this inva-
luable plant, yield one of the pureft, moft
fragrant, and falutary fpirits in the world.
To enter minutely into the mode of making
Rum would be unneceflary, the bufinefs of
diftillation being fo well known in Europe,
and a brief account of the component ma-
terials and peculiarity of procefs will be
fufficient. To work the ftills and worms,
it is neceflary to have a ciftern for dunder¥,
another for fcummings, and a number of
fermenting vats or cilterns, each equal to
the contents of the largeft ftill. In Jamaica,
cifterns-are made of plank, fixed in clay;

* The lees, or feculencies of former diftillations, which
have a moft offenfive fmell,

Vor. L, o and
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and are univerfally preferred to vats, or
moveable veflels, for the purpofe of fer-
menting. ~In the Britith diftilleries, thefe
fermenting cifterns are unknown. They
are not {o eafily affeéted by the changes of
the weather, nor fo liable to leak as vats,
and they laft much longer. The ingre-
dients ufed for procuring rum, confift of
melafles ; fcummings of the hot cane-juice
from the boiling-houfe, or fometimes raw
cane-liquor, from canes exprefled for the
purpofe ; lees, or dunder ; and water. The
ufe of dunder is to produce fermentation.
Thefe ingredients being well mixed 1n the
fermeniing cifterns, and pretty coeol, the
ermentation rifes in the courfle of twenty-
four hours to a proper height for a charge
of melaffes, when three gallons for every
hundred of the fermenting liquor is added
to it, and a fecond fimilar charge is given
in a day or two after, when the liquor is in
a high ftate of fermentation. When it
grows fine, and throws up a few clear beads
or air-globules, it 1s fit for diftillation, and
conveyed into the largeft fiill, where it is
made to boil. In about two heurs after,
she vapour, or {pirit, forces its way through

the
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the worm, in a fiream as clear as cryftal,
and it is fuffered to run il it is no longer
inflammable. The {pirit thus obtained, is
called /ow-wines, and to make it rum of the
Jamaica proof, it muft undergo a fecond
diftillation. ‘The proportion of rum to the
crop of fugar, is commonly eftimated in
Jamaica as three to four ; but this is faid to
be too great an allowance on a general
eltimate, and that two hundred gallons of
rum to three hogtheads of fugar, or two-
thirds rum to the crop of fugar, is nearer
the truth,

Another vegetable produion, a native
of the eaft, and an obje& of commerce, that
flourithes in Jamaica, i§ coffee. Coffee-
plants may be fet out at all feafons of the
year, even in the dryeft. They will thrive
in any fituation, provided it be fcreened
from the north winds, which deftroy its
bloffom. The beft and higheft flavoured
fruit is the growth of a warm gravelly
mold, or fandy loam, fuch as forms the
flope of the dry red hills of Jamaica. The
berry is fown, or the pPlants are fet out,

| g 2 about
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about eight feet diftant from each other on
all fides. Plants are preferred. They are fe-
leted when about two feet in height. Being
cut off ten inches above the furface of the
ground, and care is taken to dig up the root
entire. The holes in which they are placed
muft be of fufficient depth .to receive the
lower part of the ftem about two inches
under the furface of the ground. ' In the
third year when the ftem obtains the growth
of five or fix feet, the trees are topped. A
fingle ftem of this growth often affords
forty-two bearing branches. The pruning
required annually, leaves only thofe fertile
branches. he average of -produce per
acre, after the fourth year, is about 750
pounds weight ' of merchantable coffee.
The quality of coffee depends on the foil,
climate, mode of curing, and age. Coffee
has been produced from Weft India plants,
in Englith hot-houfes, equal in all refpects
to the beft coffee berries of Mocha. But
the Arabian method of curing, by expofing
the ripe fruit with the pulp on to the fun,
till dry, and then prefling it under a heavy
frone roller, and afterwards winnowing it

from
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from impurities, is infinitely beft adapted
for prelerving the genuine flavour of the

berry.

In Jamaica, as foon as the berries ac-
quire a black red colour, they are judged to
be fufficiently ripe for picking. They are
gathered into canvas bags from the trees at
three different ftages of ripenefs. One
hundred bufhels in the pulp, give one thou-
fand weight of dried coffee. There are two
methods of drying it: 1ft, to {pread the
freth coffee in the fun, on a floping platform
of boards, about five inches deep, with the
pulp on the berry, which ferments and dif-
charges itfelf. The hufks are afterwards
feparated by a mill, or by peftles in a
wooden mortar. 2dly, To remove the pulp
from the berry immediately as it comes
from the tree, by pafling it through a mill,
The latter is the moft expeditious mode,
but the former gives the beft flavoured
coffee. ' After the pulp is removed, a mem-
brane that envelopes the bean, is alfo {epa~
rated by grinding.

e 3 ‘A third
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A third commercial objeé of agriculture
in Jamaica, is the cotton, that beautiful
vegetable wool, the growth of a fhrub that
{prings {pontaneoully in all the tropical re-
gions of Afia, Africa, and America; and
affords the raw material from which the
greater part of mankind are clad. Of the
varieties of this thrub ot tree, the moft pro-
fitable forts are the green-feed, the French,
and the Brazilian, The plant is raifed from
the {eed, which is fown from May to Sep-
tember. It delights in new ground: and
drynefs of both foil and atmofphere is effen-
tial to its profperity. It is planted in rows,
leaving a fpace of {ix or eight feet between
cach 5 the holes in each row being about
four feet afunder. The fprouts appear in a
fortnight ; fome of thofe which the grubs
have fpared, are then removed. At the
end of four months the ftem is topped, and
the branches are pruned. In five months
its beautiful yellow bloffom unfolds. From
the feventh to the tenth menth, the pods
fucceflively ripen; and finally burft into
three partitions, difplaying their white
down at maturity, It is now gathered, but

the
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the feeds being enveloped in it, are extri-
catéd by a machine called the gin. Finally,
the wool is hand-picked, and packed into
bags that containabout two hundred weight.
We fhall conclude this part of our defign,
with a brief notice of two aromatic trees
that adorn or enrich the ifland. Plants of
the genuine cinnamon, taken in a veflel
bound to Europe from the Ifle of France,
were prefented to the government of Ja-
maica by Lord Rodney in 1782. By {lips
from thofe plants, many thoufand trees of
it have been cultivated that now profper.
'This exotic of Ceylon grows to the height
of twenty or thirty feet. It does not per-
fe& its abundant feeds till the fixth or the
feventh year after planting., But the nume- -
rous thoots of its luxuriant {ide branches,
afford a multitude of {lips for propagation.
The tree is clad with a full foliage quite
to the bottom of its trunk. When the
branches have grown to about one inch
in diameter, they are in prime for decor-
tation. 'The inner bark of thefe being
then carefully detached, and {lowly dryed
in the fhade, pofiefles the genuine cinna-
mon aroma in perfeGion. The piemento-
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tree, or allfpice grows f{pontaneoufly in
Jamaica. - Its berry is a valuable produc-
tion ; uniting the flavour, and combining
the properties of many eaftern fpices. This
elegant child of nature, mocks the attempts
of art to extend or improve its growth.
Inftead, therefore, of trying to propagate
the pimento from fetting out the plants, or
diffeminating the berries, a better method
has been adopted. A piece of woodland in
the vicinity of an exifting piemento-walk,
where birds fhelter, and trees have fallen
and perifh, is appropriated for 1‘éaring a
frefh grove. In thecourfe of a year fubfe-
quent to the firft feafon, multitudes of young
plants fpring vigoroully in all parts of the
land, produced from ripe berries {cattered
by the birds. - The piemento rifes to the
height of twenty feet, its ftem is a grey
colour, clean, fmooth, and glofly. = Its full
limbs ramifying on all {ides, are covered
with a deep green foliage, not diffimilar to
that of the bay tree. © This verdure in July
and Auguft, is relieved by an exuberance
of bloffoms beautifully white. The berries
foon afterwards become fit for gathering.
They are {cldom fuffered to ripen, on ae-

count




(")

count of the glutinous pulp that thickens
on'them when they are at maturity. . The
fruit is gathered by hand ; expofed to the
fun on a terrace; and its green hue being
gradually converted into a reddith brown ;
it is then, if quite dry, fir for market.

Thus clofes our catalogue of a few of the
produtions of this valuable ifland. So va-
luable indeed, that the following eftimate
has been formed, and received as authen-
tic. The landed and perfonal property,
worth 25,000,000/ two hundred and fifty
thoufand negroes, at 5o/ fterling each,
12,500,000/; the houfes and property in
the towns, with the veflels employed in the
trade, 400, containing fomewhat lefs than
100,000 tons, navigated by more than gooo
feamen, valued at 1,500,000 /. more. Total
value of Jamaica confidered as Britith pro-
perty,thirty-nine millions of pounds fterling,
Haying thus comprefled an account of the
produdtionsand fuppoled value of this ifland,
we fhall conclude our fketch by fome notice
of the people who inhabit it; beginning with
the negro labourers.. The number of flaves
in Jamaica is computed from authentic do-

cuments,
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cuments, to be at leaft two hundred and
fifty thoufand, exclufive of the Maroons.
It is painful to an individual, unfriendly to
{lavery in any fhape or under any modifi-
cation, to recolle& that {lavery, in a very
abject degree, has exifted among nations
the moft free and civilized, as well as def-
potic and barbarous, in all ages of the world.
But efpecially in the warm climates. It is
a misfortune that punithes man: it is a
political difeafe, that for purpofes to us in-
fcrutable, has been permitted to continue,
and taint inveterately the conflitution of
human fociety. No revolutionary noftrums
recommended by {tate empirics will eradi-
cate it. ;| Millions of the human race muit
by education be prepared for a new and
found condition before an effeCtual remedy
can be fafely adminiftered. But in Jamaica,
the evil of fervitude to whatever height it
may formerly have arifen, is now afluaged
by inflitute, and tamed by manners, The
general treatment of the negroes in this
ifland, is temperate and humane. Recent
regulations, enforced by law, reftrain the
defpotifm of the mafter, and to a very falu-
tary degree prote& the {lave. Tmproving

humanity
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humanity imperceptibly, but daily fupplies
an influence by which their condition is
ameliorating. - The negroes on a' fugar
plantation are for purpofes of daily labour,
divided into three clafles. The firft is com-
pofed of the moft robuft of both fexes.
Their chief employment confifts in pre-
paring and planting the foil, cutting the
canes, feeding the mill, and aiding in the
manufaQure of the fugar and rum. The
fecond clafs is compofed of young boys and
girls, pregnant women, and convalefcents.
Thefe are feldom employed but in light
labour adapted to their youth and condi-
tion. The third clals confifts of young
- children, governed by a careful old woman,
who employs them in picking grafs, weed-
ing, or other exercife equally gentle, ‘The
firft clafs at funrife is fummoned to the field
by the found of a horn or bell: a white
overfeer and a black driver fuperintend
them. The names being called over and
ablentees noted, their work commences,
and continues till eight or nine o’clock,
Then at leaft half an hour is allotted for
breakfaft time. This meal generally con-
fifts of boiled or roafted yams, or other

vegetables
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vegetables feafoned with falt'and cayenne
pepper. Refuming their work, they con-
tinue in the field till noon ; when an inter-
val of two hours is allowed for repofe and
refrefhment. The addition of falted fith
to their vegetable mefles, commonly fur-
“nithes their dinner. At two o’clock they
return again to the field and work till
funfet. In conclufion, they have probably
been employed about tén hours in the day;
during which, the moft diligent of them has
not executed more than one-third of the
common daily toil of an Englith farmer’s
labourer. Every proprietor is compelled
by law, to cultivate in ground provifions
(of courfe indeftruétible by hurricanes) one
acre for every ten negroes; beflides the
allotment of negro territory. To culti-
vate this allotment, one day in every fort-
night belongs to the {laves, exclufive of
Sundays and holidays, - Thus they raife
vegetables, poultry, pigs, or goats, which
they confume, beflow, or fell. . While {ome

fabricate coarfe

raife provifions, others
chairs, bafkets, or common tables. Thefe
are bartered at:market for falted meat, or

pickled fith, utenfils, or gaudy drefles; of
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which they are fond. Their right of pro-
perty in what they thus acquire, is never
queftioned ; but feems completely efta-
blithed by cuftom. The cottages of the
negroes on a plantation, are ufually con-
firuced on rifing ground near a fupply of
pure water. The group refembles an ham-
let. Tropical trees which many of them
plant about their habitations, fhelter it, and
diverfify its appearance. In ftruture and
comfort, thefe cottages certainly {urpafs the
cabins of the Irith peafants. A fingle cot-
tage for a man and his wife is about twenty
feet in length, divided into two apartments.
It is compofed of hard pofts driven into the
ground, interlaced with wattles, and 'plaif-
tered. The floor iscommonly of dry native
earth. The roof is fo well thatched with
palm or cocoa leaves, as to be impervious
both to fun and rain. Their cookery is
conduéted in the open air. They generally
kindle a fire within doors at night; with-
out which negroes cannot {leep comfortably.
The negroes of Jamaica receive an annual
allowance of Oznaburg linen, woollen baize,
checks; and at other times, knives, needles,
thread, &c. But the moft liberal allowance

of
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of the proprietors is made for medical and
{urgical affiftance, and accommodation for
their flaves when fick. Every plantation is
provided with a commodious building

- divided for an hofpital. The fick are daily
vifited by profeflional gentlemen, of fcience
and {kill, who are well paid for conftant
attention ; and in extraordinary cafes, the
ufual comforts of the European diet, fuch
as wine, gruel, &c. are fuperadded : fo that
the fituation of the fick and the aged, for
whom perpetual provifion is made, com-
monly makes them {fome amends for the
fervitude they have undergone. The ufual
labour of the old men is confined to watch-
ing the provifion grounds; and that of the
old women to nurfing thofe thatare fick, and
attending young children.  Another fource
of {olace for the {fuperannuated, is found in
the univerfal veneration with which old age
is treated by the African race, Accufed, as
they Juftly may be, of brutality to cattle,
which they are prone to maltreat ; to their
aged peoplethey are benevolent and refpe@-
ful. 72 Quaco, and ma Quafbeba, (my father
and my mother,) are terms that denote
filial reverence and fondnefs. In thefe terms
\ the
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the old negroes are ever accofted by the
whole body of the younger; who muft be
in great diftrefs themfelves, if they failto
adminifter to their wants, and mingle fuc~
cour and comfort with affetion and vene-
ration for the aged.

The gerieral diffufion and warmth of this
dutiful fentiment, is the more remarkable in
a people attached to the {yftemof polygamy.
This appropriation of women which univer-
fally prevails in Africa, is alfo very generally
adopted in the Weft Indies. In Jamaica
alone it is computed, that ten thoufand of
thofe leading flaves called head negroes,
that is, drivers, coopers, carpenters, &cc.
poflefs from two to four wives. This prac-
tice, {fo pernicious in many points of view,
has contributed to create fuch a dilpropor-
tion in the number of the two fexes, that
there exifts in Jamaica an excefs of above
thirty thoufand male negroes. There are
ten thoufand people of colour in Jamaica.
Thefe defcendants of negroes by white
people, are among the moft robuft of our
race ; and their qualities both of body and
mind, are fuppofed by many impartial ndi-

2 viduals,
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viduals, to be well adapted for exercife and
improvement in all the tropical regions.
But they are not entitled to the civil and
political rights of a natural born fubje&,
until removed above three degrees from the
negro: and although there are diftin&ions
of name, following blood and complexion,
fuch as famboes, mulattoes, mefties, &c.
the law of Jamaica contemplates the whole
body as'mulattoes. Their legal capacities
are very imperfe&ly defined. Their prin-
cipal incapacities, diftinguifhing them from
the whites, are thefe: In criminal cafes
their evidence is inadmiffible againft a
white.  They are inelegible to {erve in pa-
rochial vefiries, or general affemblies. They
are incapable of a&ing in any office of
public truft ; or of holding any commiffion
in the militia. And when born out of
wedlock, they cannot take and hold by
devife, property real or perfonal that ex-
ceeds in value 2000 / currency. But thefe
reftriCtions are often removed by particular
atts of the Legiflature in favour of indivi-
duals. The fidelity and loyalty of the
people of colour is unimpeached. Their
attachment to the whites, is uniform and

Mincere.
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fincere. = Their progrefs in knowledge,
being animated by no encouragement, has
been flow. But ifa juft eftimate may be
formed of the capabilities of this race from
infulated examples of merit among them,
their faculties are worthy of better cultivas
tion, and completer developement.

The white population of Jamaiéa has
been computed at about 'thirty thoufand
fouls.  Of this number, a very confiderable
portion confifts of native Europeansy and
of thofe born on the ifland, many have
been educated in the mother country.
Yet; notwithftanding thefe migrations and
fuch refidence in Europe, climaré and mo-
ral caufes combining with political infitu-
tions, and the peculiar ftate of fociety in
the Weft Indies, have created a caft of
chara&er that may be diftinguifhed, and is
fufficiently marked- in the native white
Creoles of Jamaica. Mafters of {laves, they
are jealous and proud of their own free-
dom ; which is to them not merely an
enjoyment, but a dignity and rank. Hence
throughout all clafles of them, there is dif-
fufed and difplayed an independence of

Vol h {pirit.
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{pirit combined with a certain confciouf-

nefs of equality unknown to the European
communities.

Many caufes of national character are fo
mixed as to be almoft infcrutable. It may,
perhaps, be partly afcribed to the fenfibility
that a2 warm climate excites, that Creoles
4re faid to be impatient of {ubordination,
and addied to juridical controverfy. But
if fome be litigious, others oftentatious, and
many ‘extravagant, in general it may be
truly affirmed of them as a race, that they
are bright, intrepid, frank, and intelligent
actuated by a high fenfe of honour, emi-
nent for hofpitality, diftinguifhed by viva-
city, and nobly generous.
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HISTORY | i

OF THE

MAROON S.

LETTER I

Subjefs propofed.— Brief dccount of the State of Famaica |
at the Commencement of the French Revolution.—Pro-
Jpevity. — Agriculture. — Trade.— Population.— Mili-
tary Force.— Slavery.— Confolidated A&.—Ajfairs of
St. Domingo.— Emigrations from that Ifland.—.4 Trs-
bute of Gratitude and Admiration.— Overtures of the
St. Domingo Planters to the Britifb Miniftry.— Expe-

dition in Confequence, and Force detached from Famaica.

—All Manner of Slavery abolifbed by the French.—
General Williamfbn, Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica,
fucceeded by Earl Balcarres.

My DEAR FRIEND,

Tae tafk you impofe upon me is not
more interefting to you than it would be
agreeable to me, could I perfuade myfelf
that I thould execute it in a manner that

Vou. L B would
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would render it as acceptable to the Public
as I know your partiality will render it
to you. L have, however, taken up the pen
in compliance with your with; the fubject
is. important, I will purfue it through the
fcope you have proi)ofed, and when I
- have performed the tafk, we will confider
whether it be worthy the attention of the
world. Should we decide in the negative,
it will at all events ferve one pleafing
purpofe,  that of coavincing you that I
was ready to make an attempt even be-
yond my power, to gratify your defire of
information. '

All that relates to the Weft Indies; and
particularly to the ifland of Jamaica, can-
not but prove interefting to the inha-
bitants of this kingdom, and muft be pe-
culiarly fo to you who have fo large a
ftake in‘ that country. The fituation of
Jamaica at the breaking out of the French
Revolution its agriculture; comimerce, po-
pulation, force, and the fate of flavery at

that
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that period ; a hiftory of the Maroons from
their origin to the expulfion of the greateft

part of them,; their banifhment to Nova
Scotia, and fubfequent removal to the coaft
of Africa; the fituation of Jamaica at the
conclufion of the war between Great Bri-
tain and France, and the confideration of
a plan for the future protection, fecurity;
and profperity of the ifland, are the fub=
jeéts for our confideration.

I will not at prefent detain you with
eomments on the Revolution in France :
little remains to be obferved on the hor-
rors it has fpread over the world; in no
quarter of which has it been more daftruc-
tive than in the Weft Indies. At the time
of its commencement, Jamaica, after having
been devaltated for a fucceflion of yedrs by
hurricanes, thofe fcourges of the Ame-
rican Archipelago, was enjoying tranquil-
lity and a degree of profperity it had never
before attained. Abundant crops and great
demands in Europe forWeft-Indian produce,

B2 caufed
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caufed the ifland to flourifh, entiching
the Planter and the Merchant. Every thing
was favourable to the country. Great m-
provements had been made in every point.
Inagriculturetheploughwas introduced,and,
in {ituations where it ‘could be ufed, faved
thuch of the labour required for the ufual
mode of turning the ground to receive the
cdnie-joints, which, as you have feen, is
digging by hand with the hoe. The prac-
tice of manuring was more attended to than
formerly, when 'the only attempt of reco-
vering ‘the foil was 'to fuffer it to lie fallow;
by which the fineft lands in the world were
exhaufted, and old eftates of the higheft
value gradually ruined. Keen and fagacious
Planters forefaw in time the deftru&tion
that awaited them, and difpofed of their
property at'a feeming undervalue: in the
purchafe of new lands they amafled incre-
dible fortunes, leaving the inexpert to en-
joy their ambition in the name of an old
eftate; and to beggar their families, ‘if they
outlived their owa ruin.

12 The
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The making of fugar and rum had been
fcientifically ftudied for years, and had al-
moft attained the point of perfetion. For
the improvement of the former, great re-
wards had been offered and given.

The cultivation of cotton had greatly
increafed, men of fmall capitals finding
their advantage in it; whereas they muft
have been ruined, had their ambition led
them to the cultivation of the cane, which
requires a large capital.

Indigo was formerly a ftaple of Jamaica,
but the fucceflive failures of the fpeculators
caufed the culture of it to be entirely
abandoned ; at leaft fo much, as no longer
to deferve the name of ftaple. Coffee had
nearly undergone a {imilar fate, by the
heavy duties upon it; but the Britith Go-
vernment having reduced thofe a fhilling in
the pound, a rapid change in its favour
took place ; and it now became a confider-
able commodity among the returns from

B3 Jamaica
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Jamaica to Great Britain, notwithftanding
the avowed fuperiority of the Mocha-
coffee. The cocoa, from which chocolate
1s made, has not been fo fortunate. It was
once cultivated to a confiderable extent;
but the planters, opprefled by the weight
of taxation, gradually neglected it, and it
finally fhared the fate of the indigo. There
are two other commodities, which form
articles of the native exports of Jamaica;
ginger and pimento or allfpice: but to no
great extent, and the latter began to decreafe
long before the period of which I am treating,
It has, however, been the rife of many a
man, whofe fon or grandfon is willing that
Sabean odours and a {picy fhore thould fink
into oblivion under the luxurious fireams
of the more dignifying Arundo Sacchari-
fera ; and to forget that,
Chear’d with the grateful fmell; old Ocean fmil’d.

I will enable you to judge of the extent
of the Jamaica-Trade at the commence-
ment of the French Revolution, by laying

before you an account of the fhipping and
feamen
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feamen employed in it, with the nature
and quantity of its exports and imports,
a little previous to that period. The ftate-
ment exclufive of coafting floops, wherries,
&ec. is as follows:

Nu;;?;ﬁf Tonnage. Men.
For Great Britain - 242 63,471 7,748
Ireland - - 10 1,231 91
American States - - 133 13,041 893
Britifh American Colonies 66 6,133 449
Foreign Weft Indies - 22 1,903 155
Africa E - - I 109 8

———e

474 85,888 0,344
But many of the veflels for America and
the foreign Weft-Indies making two or
more voyages in the year, a third is ufually
dedu@ed in computing the real number of
veflels, their tonnage and men ; which, on
the above ftatement, will leave the total
400 veflels, 78,862 tons, 8,845 men.

The ExrorTs of Jamaica between the
sth of January 1787 and the sth of Ja-
nuary 1788, with the value at the time in
Sterling money, are as follows *:

* Tltle {tatements are on the authority of the'books of
the InfpeCtor-General.—I have taken them from Edwards.

B4




G Sugar. Rum. Meclalles| Picmento. Coffee. - _tton W ol. ind go. £3
Markets ——— a5k
Cwt. qrs. lbs} Gallons. | Gallons. 1bs. Cwt. qrs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs.
Great Britain - 824,706 2 25 1,890,540 2,316 | 606,994 |3,706 3 27 1,89 1,967 27,2%3
Ireland - - 6.829 106,700 _— 2,800 IO = = 5,500 400
American States = 6,167 327,325 1,800 6,450 |2,566 — 2
Britifh Amer. Colonies 2,822 20%,660 2,300 200 110 3 8 1,000 —_—
Foreign Welt Indies 24 2,200 PR
Africa - - - 38,600 -_— — —-- —_— —
Totals | 840,548 2 25| 2,543.025 | 6,416 | 616,444 (6,395 3 9| 1,906,467 27,623
% Ginger. Cocoa. Tobacco. |Mahogany.| - Logwood. {cet. Articles] Total Value.
Markets.
Cwt.  qrs. Ibs.|Cwt. qrs. Ibs| Ibs. Tons. Cw. Tons. Value.
. L. s d; L. Srald.
g Great Britain - &553- 5 x5 |Tu82 Sa “qell 33,140 |-K,783. -4 6,701 147,286 3 4| 222,814 7 ¥O
= Ireland - - 918 —_ 9F =— —_ 25,778 IQ —
.g American States 339 — — — e — 60,096 18 —
o Brit. American Colonies 4 i —_— —_— ——— e 26,538 2 §
.(3 Foreign Welt Indies 2 _— e = — == 335, 19 =
Africa - - e —_— — —— ~—— —_— 860 = -
Totals 4,816 2 15 82 3 15 | 18,1402 | 5,878 4 6,701 - 2,180,442 17 8

Note.—A confiderable part of the cotton, indigo, tobacco, mahogany, dye-woods, and mifcellancous articles, included in the pre-
ceding account, is the produce of the foreign Weft Indics imported into Jamaica, partly under the freeport law, and partly in fmall Bri-
tifh veflels employed in a contraband traffic with the Spanifh American territories, payment of which is made chiefly in Britifh manufac-
tures and negroes; and confiderable quantities of culture, obtained by the fame means, are annually remitted to Great Britain, of which

no precife accounts can be procured,
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The ImPORTS into Jamaica, for the {fame
period, were as follows:

From Great Britain dire&, according to a return of the
Infpetor-General’s for 1787.
G G AR 8 Lo asvd.
Britifh Manufactures 686,657 2 3 |
Foreign Merchandize §2.259. 30 1
! - 758932 5 4
From Ireland, allowing a moiety of the
whole import to the Britith Weft-Indies,
confifting of manufactures and folid pro-
vifions, to the amount of L. 350,000 175,000 © o
From Africa, 5,345 negroes at L.4o0
fterling each, being wholly a Britith
trade carried on in fhips from England 213,800 © o
Trom the Britith colonies in America, in-
cluding about 20,000 quintals of falted
cod from Newfoundland 30,000 O O©
From the United States, Indig-corn, wheat-
flour, rice, lumber, ftaves, &c. imported
in Britifh ﬂlips - ~ - - Q0,000 © ©
From Madeira and Teneriffe in fhips tra-
ding circuitoufly from Great Britain, 500
pipes of wine (exclufive of wines for re-
exportation) at L. 30 fterling the pipe 15,000 © o
Trom the foreign Weft-Indies under the
free-port law, &c. calculated on an ave-
rage of three years = o - 150,008 O ©

Total I.1;432.732 "5 4

The population of Jamaica, in the end of

the year 1788, was computed to be 291,400;
' of
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of which 30,000 were whites, 10,000 fres
negroes and people of colour, 1400 Ma-
roons, and 250,000 flaves. The militia
confifted of about 7 or 8 thoufand effe@ive
men ; and there were in the ifland about
2000 regular troops.

Thus have I given you a brief, but ac-
curate, {ketch of the ftate of Jamaica; rela-
tive to its cultivation, commerce, population,
and force, at the beginning of the French
Revolution.  For particular information
refpeding the previous flate of the country
on thefe {ubjeés, I refer'you to the hiftory
of the ifland, which accompanies thefe let-
ters; and fhall at prefent turn your attention
to the {ubjet of flavery, and the condition
of the negroes at the time we are {peaking
of.  The education of the Planters’ chil-.
dren had for many years been attended to
as carefully as that of the beft families in
England, of which the confequence was a
change of manners; and the old Creole
habits were fucceeded by European ele-

gance
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gance and refinement. Another confe-
quence, ‘of much greater importance, was
the improvement in the condition of the
negroes.  Men, taught to know them-
felves men, became alive to the feelings
of humanity ; many poffeffors of flaves
gave example to others of kindly treat-
ing the negroes, ftudied their health and
comfort, and fet their faces againft a&s of
cruelty : fo that in fact a moral amend-
ment in the flate of the negroes had begun
to take place, previous to the examination
of the fubje@ of the flave-trade in parlia-
ment. It did not proceed rapidly indeed,
for the mind does not alter rapidly. 'The
modes of treatment long in ufe, the light
in which flaves had been confidered, folely
as one of the chief means of amafling
wealth, the difpofition of thofe to whom
their mafters or the law configned the
management of them, were heavy eclogs
to the melioration of their lot. At length
the fubject of the flave-trade was taken up
in the Houfe of Commons. Among the

mifchiecvous
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mifchievous effe@s of the new philofophy
of the enlightened 18th century, an age
which, compared to the preceding, might
be called barren in men of genius, an un-
projected, unforefeen, collateral good re-
fulted in the Britith Weft-Indies. 'The
gradual effect of humanity was accelerated
by a fpur, that has never failed to ftimulate
mankind. Self-intereft, which had urged
individuals to confider and “ difcover the
% loweft degree of fubfifience, and the
* highefé degree of labour confiftent with
# the prefervation of life,” now fuggefted
to the community in the colony, that
it was abfolutely neceflary to take a frefh
view of {lavery, to refirain the defpotifm
of unlimited power, and to reconcile the
advantages of the Planter with the com-
fort, the happinefs of the flave. In the
inquiry propofed to the Britith parliament,
refpecting the nature and ftate of the flave-
trade, with a view to the sbolition of it 5
the inveftigation was not reftrained to the

African
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African commetce, but embraced the wholé
fubje& of flavery ; and, if general eman-

cipation was not aimed at, it was at leait -

taken deeply into confideration. The cruel-
ties, on the coaft of Africa gave way to
the ‘cruelties in the Weft-Indies. The
Planters ‘were 'cllafged with every thing
horrible. 'They began to reflett, and to
afk themfelves if they were really fuch
monfters, as they were reprefented by
the writers and orators of Great Britain.
All ‘who had received a liberal educa-
tion, were acquitted by their confcience ;
they were incapable of barbarity, but they
perceived that the charges were not
unfounded. In reperufing the laws of
the ifland they difcovered that thefe were
inadequate to the protection of the negroes
againft mercilefs mafters and managers ;
and they were fenfible that many of the
abominable adions, imputed to the in-
habitants of the colonies, had been com-
mitted by men who were a difgrace to na-
ture. Since that time, not only a general

reproba-
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reprobation of cruelty has been the langudge
of the Weft-Indian, but a law was paffed in
Jamaica in an early part of the French
Revolution, by which the former laws re-
lative to flavery were repealed, and a code,
confolidating the milder regulations of the

old fyftem, with additional improvements,
eftablifhed *.

By this law, among other humane regula-
tions re-enacted from the a& of 1768, the
Juftices and veftry of each parifh are confti-
tuted a’ council of proteétion, to enquire into
barbarities, and bring the authors to pu-
nifhment at the public expence: and the
furgeon of every plantation is required to
deliver on oath to the juftices and veftry, an
account of the decreafe and increafe of the
flaves offuch plantation; affigning, to the beft
of his judgment, the caufes of any decreafe,

As the confolidated a& remains the code
noir of Jamaica to the prefent time, I now

¥ See Appendix, No. r. |
drop
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drop the fubje& of flavery in order to
refume it, when I come to confider the
a&ual ftate of the colony.

The affairs of St. Domingo, impelled
by the political torrent of the affairs of
the mother-country, aflumed the moft
difaftrous and terrifying complexion. ‘The
hiftory of that devoted ifland has been given
to the public with elegance, perfpicuity,
and I believe fidelity, by Edwards. I {hall
touch therefore on that part only which 1s
immediately connected with my fubje&.

In St. Domingo, as in old France, the
horrors that rofe to view in every quarter
of the country, caufed an immenfe emigra-
tion. Many thoufands of the inhabitants fled
for refuge, to various parts of the continent
of America: many fought an afylum in Ja-
maica, and a number of the principal planters
went to England. So early as in the end
of the year 1791, application had been made
by many of thefe Planters, to the Britifh

11 Govern-
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Government, to fend an armament and take
pofleflion of St. Domingo; but the Miniftry,
cautioufly watching the courfe of the Re-
volution, and anxious to preferve our
country from every involvement in it, paid
no attention to the application. The time,
however, foon came when the National
Aflembly of France, withdrawing the mafk
of moderation, avowed their enmity againft
all the regular Governments; and obferving
in the Britith Minifiry an inflexible deter-
minatioh of {upporting the conftitution of
Great Britain, and of oppofing fuch inno=-
vations in the general fyftem of Europe as
tended to alter her fituation in the feale of
political influence, declared war againft this
country.

And here, my dear Friend, fuffer me to

pay a tribute of gratitude and admiration,
however flight it may be from my pen, to the

confummate ftatefman, whofe wifdom and

forefight, whofe prudence and perfeverance,

whofe talents and- firmnefs, whofe energy
and
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and virtue, have faved this realm; faved the
majefty of a fovereign, the dignity and
fpirit of a gentleman, the independence
and happinefs of a people. The brilliancy
of fuch a character cannot be eclipfed by
the turbulence of party-fophiftry, and the
fermenting crudities of mob-leaders. Who
obferves any obfcurity in the tranfit of mer-
cury acrofs the fun? Nay, although the
glorious orb of heat and light is at times
darkened by an inferior interpofer, the
opaque body foon paflfes away and leaves
its fplendor undiminithed. I am one of
the multitude who fee in the war which
Mr. Pitt encountered, and in the wife pre-
cautions of his adminiftration, the means
by which the evils that threatened our
country were averted. Anarchy, maflacre,
defolation, a confufed dominion of popular
demagogues ending in the defpotifm of an
artful chieftain, are the tremendous calami=
ties from which the immortal fon of the
immortal Chatham refcued us, when the

demons of deftru@tion had already extended
Vor, L C their
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their talons and were darting them towards-
us.. Andcanwe be too grateful? I, myfriend,
can have no fhare in raifing a ftatue to Mr.
Pitt, but I eagerly {eize' this opportunity
of publicly proclaiming thofe fentiments of
efteem and admiration, which in private I
have for many years teftified, and which I
believe I participate with the generality of
the nation : fentiments that could not fail
to warm the breaft of every Briton, were
they not ignobly {mothered by the counter-
effuflions of jealoufy, perfonal difappoint-
ment, and party {pirit. ©~ How pure the
praife of our public benefactor flows from
my pen you will judge, when I tell you
that, individually, I have long confidered
Mr. Pitt-as the immediate, though blamelefs,
caufe of one of the greateft calamities of
my life, and that, except in the inftance I
allude to, I believe he never heard me

- named.

On the declaration of war overtures were
again made by the Planters of St. Domingo
to
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to the Britith Miniftry, who were now not
unwilling to liften' to them,.and M. Char-
milly, one of the Planters, obtained  dif-
patches to General Williamfon, the Lieute-
nant-Governor and Commander in Chief of
Jamaica, authorizing him to adopt fuch
meafures  as in his difcretion he might
think proper, for the purpofe of taking poi-
feflion of thofe parts of St. Domingo that
were difpofed to furrender to his majefty’s
arms ; and to detach a fufficient force from
the troops under ‘his command, to replace
which, as well as to aid the operations in
St. Domingo, fpeedy and effeGtual reinforee-
ments from England were promifed. More
than half of the force in Jamaica was dif-
patched to St. Domingo.

There are two chief points in which this
difatrous expedition bears a connexion
with Jamaica.. In the firft place, it drained
the ifland of the troops that were to prote&
the inhabitants; and it gave birth to the

French proclamation abolithing all manner
' C 2 ~of
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of flavery. It was impoffible for the in-
habitants to contemplate the dreadful events

pafling in an ifland almoft within fight,
without trembling for their own fafety ; and
they watched with horror the progrefs of
do&rines, the objeés of which were to {ub-
vert all the known governments, and to put
an end to the colonial exiftence of the Weft-
 Indies. The colony remained thus in an
awful ftate of tranquillity during the re-
mainder of the adminiftration of General
Williamfon, who, in the end of the year
1794, was appointed Governor-General
and Commander in Chief of his majefty’s
pofleflions in St. Domingo, whither he
repaired and took vpon him the govern-
ment in the month of May 1795, being
fucceeded in that of Jamaica by Alexander
Earl Balcarres, who bad arrived in the
ifland in the month of April preceding, with
the appointment of Licutenant-Governor.

Having now read the previous hiftery
of Jamacia, and the fketch in this letter
which
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which brings you to a period in the early
part of the French Revolution, you are
{fufficiently prepared to enter upon our
principal fubje®, and T fhall accordmgly

In my next relate to you the origin of the
Maroons.
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L ETTIER M.

j{amaz'aa velinquifbed by the Spaniard.t.—-,Spaﬁf/b, Slaves
left.—Fuan de Bolas —Origin of the Maraoons,—
Clarendon Infurvettion.—The Depredations of the Re=
bels. They elect Cudjoe their Chief.—The Maroons en=
creafe in Number.—Divifion of the Cottawood Party,
—A Body cy"- them join Cudjoe.—The whole U arty
united under bim.— Kencujfees.— Cudjoe Joined by the
Madagafears.—The Appellation of Maroons extended to
Cudjoe’s Party.—Their mode of obtaining Arms and
Ammunition.—General interefl effablifbed  among the
Maroons of the different Parts of the Ifland —T he Go-
wernment eftablifbes advanced Pofts.— Mufquito Indians
employed.—Cockpits defcribed.— M araon mode of War.
—Cudjoe changes his Pofition.—Encreafes the Party
ynder bis brother Accompong——Progrefs of the War.
—The Government makes jformidable Preparations.—
Determines firft to offer Lerms of Peace.—Guthrie and
Sadler marih to Cudjoe’s Town.—Ruffel [ent in—
Defeription of Cudjoe.~—Peace concluded.—Copy of the

T reaty.

Waen Jamaica was conquered by the
Englith in the year 1655, moft of the
Spanifh inhabitants retired to the ifland of

| ' Cuba,
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Cuba ; but the troops not being fufficiently
numerous to do more than occupy the prin-
cipal places on the fouth fide, many Spa-
niards, with the few negroes they poflefled,
continuedto inhabit ' the remote  parts of
the ifland. on the north fide. Their chief
relidence was'in the neighbourhood of a
town called Sevilla Nueva that had rifen to
fome confequence, and of which the re-
mains are ftill to be feen about half 2 mile
from St. Ann’s Bay, in the fields of a planta-
tion called Seville; where the ruins of a
church, convent, and other buildings are
plainly traced. In this fituation they kept
up an intercourfe with their countrymen,
who, on ‘abandoning Jamaica, had fixed
themf{elves on the fouth-ide of Cuba, a dif-
tance of about twenty-four hours fail. In
a fhort time thefe were prevailed upon to
make a defcent on the ifland, with the hope
of regaining the pofleffion of it and. ace
cordingly Don Arnoldo de Safi, the old

governor, with five hundred of the former

inhabitants, and a thoufand troops from
C 4 old
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old Spain, landed at Rio Nuevo to the
eaft of Seville, and built a fort. 'The at-
tempt however was rendered abortwe by
the vigorous meafures purfued by Co-
lonel Doyley, the Englith Governor, who,
with a body of five hundred men, marched
from the fouth fide, attacked the Spaniards,
forced them, after a warm conteft, to abandon
their fettlements, and finally compelled all
of them to feek refuge in Guba.

It may be imagined that at their depar-
ture many * of the flaves would be difin-
clined to follow the fortunes of their
mafters, and ftill lefs dlfpofed to fubmit to
the conquerors. Almoft every part of the
ifland, particularly the mountains on the
north and eaft fides of it, afforded them
fecure retreats. To thefe they fled, and it
is fuppofed that for fome time they were
inftigated by their former mafters to com-
mit hoftilities againft the new poffeffors of

* Edwards fays the Spaniards had 1500 flaves who be-
came Maroons, but this. can be only vague conje&ture.
Btes . ' the
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the country ; a fuppofition by no means
improbable, as the Spaniards, being fo clofe
at hand, and fo well acquainted with the
fea coafts, might purpofely have kept up a
communication.

Previous to the final embarkation of the
Spaniards, large bodies of the Spanith flaves
had fled to the woods in different parts of
the ifland ; and a very formidable number
had colle@ed in the mountains of Clarendon,
under a chief named Juan de Bolas, whofe
name is flill given to the {pot which he
.,occupied..” T he negroes under him were
fugitives from the Spanith Planters of the
fouth fide, but, though a&ing upon the fame
{yftem of plunder and maffacre as the fugi-
tives on the north fide, it is doubtful whether
they ever had any communication with them.
This body tﬁe Governor foon found means
to conciliate, and they furrendered on an
acknowledgment of their freedom, and an
amnefly for all offences. They could not
jndeed be well confidered as flaves by the

con-
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conquerors; and their crimes, though horrid,
were better regarded ‘as the effe@s of a bar-
barous warfare than made' the grounds of
endlefs hoftility, ‘At firlt they readily en-
gaged to a& againft the other fugitives in
the ifland ; but being defeated, and their
leader {lain, their ardour cooled; ‘and their
numbers greatly’ decreafing, they ' fought
‘quiet and ' prote@ion in ‘the vicinity' of
towns and fettlements; nor were any “ of
them ever known to return to their former
haunts in the mountains of Clarendon.

The reft’ of ‘the fugitive ‘negroes, now
defignated by the appellation of Maroons,
or hog-hunters,’ continuing for fnanjr years
to wage a delultory war againft the “inha-
bitants, were confined chiefly to the eaftern
and northern parts ‘of the ifland’: but in
the year 1690 there was an infurre@ion of
the flaves in the parifh of Clarendon, who
found a fecure retreat in the interior of the
country, where they occafionally recruited
their numbers from among the plantation

' Negroes, -
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negroes, with whom they kept up a commu-
nication, and from whofe grounds they were
often fupplied with provifions. By degrees
they became very formidable, and in their
predatory. excurfions greatly diftrefled the
back fettlers, by plundering their houfes,
deftroying their cattle, and carrying off their
flaves by force. = This party for many
years retarded the fettlement. of that fide
of the country, and, obliged the. Planters,
who . had made fome progrefs in their
eftates, to live in a continual ftate of alarm
and preparation for defence, and to build
their houfes accordingly. = Thele were fo
placed as to command the plantation-works,
buildings, and negro-houfes; and were fre-
quently conftructed with flankers and loop-
holes, for the purpofe. of firing upon the
aflailants when they approached {o near.

This body of Clarendon rebels were un-
connelred with the original fugitives, and
were not included in the general diftinc-
tion of Maroons, who, as I have faid, con-

tinued
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tinued in the north and eaft of the ifland.
At firft their depredations had been carried
on in fmall parties, and they were fatisficd
with killing cattle now and then ; but in
the courfe of time they habituated them-
felves to fuch exceffes that frequent com-
plaints were made to the legiflature, who
at length liftened to the reprefentations
made, and refolved to reduce the rebels
by an armed force that fhould penetrate
the recefles of the woods and difcover
them if poffible. They were in the outfet
furprifed by fome parties, difperfed, and
many of them killed. Previous to this they
had no general leader or chief of the body,
but wandered in gangs under the dire&ion
of different leaders; but now finding that
the colonifts had determined to fuffer them-
felves to be annoyed no longer by a lawlefs
band of plunderers, and that parties were
fitted out to attack them wherever they
could be found, they concentered their
force, and eleGted a chief, whofe name
was Cudjoe, a bold, kilful, and enterprizing

man,
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man, who, on afluming the command, ap-

pointed his brothers Accompong and Johnny

leaders under him, and Cuffee and Quao
{ubordinate Captains.

While the Clarendon rebels were carry-
ing on their depredations on the fouth fide
of the ifland, the Maroons in the eaft con-
tinued theirs, and for a long feries of years
rendered every attempt to fertle near them
impracticable.  IneffeGual efforts were
made to fubdue them, and, although they
fuffered greatly in feveral furprifes and
well-projected attacks, they remained a
rallying point for all who were difpofed to
quit a ftate of labour, and to increafe their
body. They were joined from time to
time by a number of {laves, principally
thofe imported from the Coromantee coun-

try, a people inured to war on the coaft of
Africa.

Whether it was that this body of Ma-
roons had to {uftain more vigorous and fre-

I.-;; quent




(.88 )
quent affaults than fuited the difpofitions
of many of the people, or that diffen{ions
had taken place among them, or that both
thefe caufes co-operated, which is probable,
certain it is, that previous to the year 1730
a-party of them {eparated from the/others,
and diftinguithed themfelves by the name
of the Cottawoods ; having, it is' fuppofed,
originally come from a place fo called, near
the prefent Maroon Charleftown, in the
parifh of St. George’s.  On learning that'a
confiderable body of flaves had quitted the
upper’ Settlements in Clarendon, and were
carrying on a war againft the White inha~
bitants, under a negroe called Cudjce ; that
‘thefe people were Coromantees; and their
leader a brave and enterprifing man ; and
“having probably had fome previous com-
munication with him by means of emil-
faries, about a hundred of them, confifting
of men, women, and children, contrived,
by long marches through a wild and unex-
plored country, to join the Clarendon

rebels, and put themfelves under the com-
mand
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mand of Cudjoe. At fubfequent periods,
{maller bodies of the Cattawood party at-
tached themfelves to this chief, and by de-
grees the whole party were united under
him : but though confolidated into- one
body for all the purpofes and projeéts of a
community of free-booters, the diftin&ion
of their origin was always kept up. The
name of Cottawood was preferved among
the defcendants of that tribe, and the ori-
ginal body of negroes under Cudjoe were
diftinguifhed by the appellation of Kencuf-
fees, in which line the fucceffion of their
chiefs continued.

Cudjoe was joined, but at what period
1s unknown, though certainly after he had
become formidable, by another tribe of
negroes, diftin&t in every refpect; their
figure, charatter, language, and country,
being different from thofe of the other blacks.
Their fkin is of a deeper jet than that of
any other negroe ; their features refemble

thofe of Europeans ; their hair is of a loofe
9 and




( 32 )

and foft texture like a Mulatto’s or Qua=
droon’s ; their form more delicate, and their
ftature rather lower than ‘thofe of the
people they joined : they were much hand-
fomer to an European eye, but {eemed not
to have originally poflefled fuch hardinefs
and {trength of nerve as the other people
under Cudjoe ; and although it is probable
that the intercourfe with the latter had
exifted between feventy and eighty years,
and an intermixture of families had taken
place, their original charaéter was eafily
traced in their defcendants. They were
called Madagafcars, but why I do not know,
never having heard that any flaves were
brought from the ifland of Madagafcar. It
is poflible there may be fome other diftric
in Africa called by the fame name. They
faid that they ran away from the fettle~
ments about Lacovia, in the parith of St.
Elizabeth, {oon after the Planters had
bought them. It does not appear that
their number was great, but they were re-~
aarkably prolific. Some of the old people

remember-
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remember that their parents {fpoke, in their
own families, a language entirely different
from that fpoken by the reft of the negroes
with whom they had incorporated. They
recolleted many of the words for things in
common ufe, and declared that in thejr
early years they fpoke their mother-tongue.
The Coromantee language, however, fu-

perfeded the others, and became in time
the general one in ufe,

The term Maroon had been hitherto
confined to the body of original Spanifh
fugitives, and it was not till about the year
1730, when Cudjoe had become formi-
dable, and parties were fitted out againft
him, that he and his people were included
in the appellation. They began at that
time to purfue a more regular and con-
nected {yftem of warfare, and, in their fre-
quent {kirmifhes with the troops fent out
againft them, acquired an art of attack and
defence, which, in the difficult and hardly
acceflible faftnefles of the interior of the

D ifland,
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ifland, has fince fo often foiled the beft ex-
ertions of difciplined bravery.  Plunder
had been the original {pring of their enter-
prizes, but when they found themfelves
purfued, and attacked in the very woods,
every confideration became ablorbed in the
paflion of revenge. Murder attended all
their fuccefles: not only men but women
and children were facrified to their fury,
and even people of their own colour, if un-
connefted with them, Over fuch as fe-
cretly favoured them, while they appa-
rently remained at peace on the plantations,
they exercifed a dominion by the influence
of Obeah, and made them fubfervient to
their defigns. By thefe Cudjoe was always
apprized in time of the parties that were
ntted out, and knowing the routes they
muft neceflarily take, prepared his am-
bufhes accordingly. As he frequently de-
feated his affailants, his fuccefs was one
means by which he fupplied his men with
arms and ammunition ; nor was it the only
one: at that time there was no reftriGtion

1
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in the fale of powder and fire-arms, and
there can be no doubt that he had friends
who made a regular purchafe of them un-
der pretence of being hunters and fowlers
for their mafters. Nay, a Maroon him-
{elf might, by carrying a few fowls and a
bafket of provifions on his head, pafs un-
noticed and  unknown through the im-
menfe crowd of negroes frequenting the
markets in the large towns, Thisis known
to have been done in later times, and it
muft have been more eafily effe¢ted for-
merly. The Maroons, too, were much
more provident of their ammunition than
the troops were, feldom throwing a fhot
‘away ineffe@ually.  Thefe circumftances
account, in fome meafure, for Cudjoe’s hav-
ing been able to protra& the war for fo
many years.

At length, in the year 1733, the admi-
niftration began to tire of the ineffeGual
{fyftem that had been fo long purfued.
Cudjoe’s party had been greatly augment-
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ed 5 and, befides ‘being joined by the Cot-
tawoods and Madagafcars, he had now
eftablifhed a general intereft with the wind-
ward Maroons, who had perfifted in hofti-
lities againft the eaftern planters, and on
hearing of Cudjoe’s altivity and fuccefs,
had become bolder and more enterprifing.
The Government, therefore, ' determined
to eftablifh {everal advanced pofts near the
ufual reforts of each party, in order to check
their incurfions, and protect the neigh-
bouring {ettlers : accordingly fome were
formed in the eaft, in the vicinity of the
windward Maroons, and one in the centre
of the ifland; that being fuppofed neareft to
the general rendezvous of Cudjoe’s party,
which was become by far the moft formi-
dable. The fpot chofen for this poft was
on Cave River, at the weftern extremity
of a very fingular flat about feven miles
long and three wide, furrounded on al]
fides by very high mountains, and nearly
half a mile perpendicular above the level of
the fea. Here a large range of barracks

was
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was built within a high wall, flanked with
four regular baftions. Other pofts, on a
{maller fcale, were raifed in different parts
of the ifland. By thus advancing forces
and fupplies clofer to the Maroons, long
marches were avoided, and a communica-
tion being kept up between different  pofts
by {fmall foot-paths purpofely opened, the
operations of the parties employed to wage
a conftant and harafling war upon them,
were facilitated.

The ifland at this time had but few re-
gular troops, which were fufficiently occu-
pied by the windward Maroons ; and to
have called out the militia would have

been injurious to the profperity of the co-

lony. It was therefore thought beft that in-

dependent companies and rangers thould be
raifed ; which was done, and thefe com-

panies, commanded by men chofen for their
vigour and aétivity, were ftationed at the
barracks on Cave River, the militia being

only occafionally called out to affit. To
1B 3 this
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this force was attached a number of con-
fidential negroes, called Black-fhot, Mulat-
toes, and Indians ; for the laft of whom,
feveral veflels had been difpatched to the
Mofquito fhore. From the frequent ex-
curfions of thefe forces in the interior of
the country, under very altive officers,
‘among whom Captain James ™ of the
Rangers particularly diftinguifhed himfelf,
Cudjoe and his party found themfelves ex-
tremely haraffed, and much difappointed
in the hope they had placed on the diffi-
culty of accefs to their retreats, where they
had begun to cultivate provifion-grounds.
The Black-fhot and Mufquito Indians
proved of great fervice in tracing the haunts
of the Maroons, and of courfe Cudjoe’s
fettlements and provifions were fucceflively
difcovered and deftroyed : not, however,
without frequent fkirmifhes, which, though
terminating in the defeat of the Maroons,

* The father of Major James, who was afterwards ap-
pointed Superintendant General of the Maroons.
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were always attended on the fide of the
aflailants with the greater lofs.

It is not clear that the Maroons were al-
ways to be confidered as defeated when they
retired and left the ground of a&ion to their
enemy ; for furprife and ambufh were the
chief principles of their warfare ; they had
not confidence in themfelves in open fields,
and therefore feldom rifked a regular battle,
The grand obje& of a Maroon chief in war
was to take a ftation in fome glen, or, asitis
called in the Weft Indies, Cockpit, enclofed

by-rocks and mountains nearly perpendi-
cular, and to which the only pra&icable

entrance is by a very narrow defile. From
the firft Cockpit there is a fucceflion of
them, running from eaft to weft, on a line
in which they are paffable from one to the
other, though with more or lefs difficulty.
There are alfo parallel lines of Cockpits,
but as their fides are often perpendicular,
from fifty to eighty feet, a paflage from one
line to another is fcarcely to be found prac-

D2 ticable
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ticable to any but a Maroon. The
northern afpect is commonly the fteepeft
and often a {folid perpendicular rock, {o that
if the oppofite afcent were praticable, to
deleend into the parallel line would be im-
poflible. This is the general chara&er of
thefe recefles, though they may in fome
degree differ in their dire@ion. They have
probably been formed along the large
mountains of the ifland by violent earth-
quakes. On the difficult afcents there are
either no trees, or fuch as have not firong
roots : there are trees in the glens, and the
entrance of the defiles is woody. In fome>

water is found near the paffages on either
end, but not in the centre.

Such are the natural fortifications in which
the Maroons fecured themfelves in times of
danger, and from which it has been ever
found fo difficult to diflodge them. Hav-
ing but one common entrance, the way to
it was fo trodden by the frequent egrefs
and ingrefs of their parties who go in queft

of
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of provifions and plunder, that when a
diftant track was obferved by a fharp-
fighted guide, it hardly ever failed to lead
to the mouth of the defile. At this
mouth, which looks like a great fiffure
made through a rock by fome extraordi-
nary convulfion of Nature, from two hun-
dred yards to half a mile in length, and
through- which men can pafs only in a
fingle file, the Maroons, whenever they ex-
pected an attack, difpofed of themfelves on
the ledges of the rocks on both {ides.
Sometimes they advanced a party beyond
the entrance of the defile, frequently in a
line on each fide, if the ground would ad-
mit ; and lay covered by the underwood,
and behind rocks and the roots of trees,
waiting in filent ambufh for their pur-
fuers, of whofe approach they had always
information from their out-fcouts. Thefe,
after a long march, opprefled by fatigue
and thirft, advance towards the mouth of
the defile, through the track obfcured by
trees and underwood, in an approach of

many
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many windings, which are either occa-
{ioned by the irregularity of the ground,
or defignedly made for the purpofe of ex-
poling the aflailants to the attacks of the
different parties in ambuth. A favourable
opportunity is taken when the enemy 1Is
within a few paces to fire upon them from
one fide. If the party furprifed return the
fire on the fpot where they fee the fmoke
of the difcharge, and prepare to rufh on
towards it, they receive a volley in another
direction. Stopped by this, and undecided
which party to purfue, they are ftaggered
by the difcharge of a third volley from the
entrance of the defile. In the meantime
theconcealed Maroons, frefh, and thorough-
ly acquainted with their ground, vanifh
almoft ‘unfeen before their enemies have
rcloaded.  The troops, after lofing more
men, are under the neceflity of retreating ;
and return to their pofts, fréquently with-
out fhoes to their feet, lame, and for fome
tume unfit for fervice. Such was the nature
of the Maroon-war; though it is reafon-

able




(s

able to {fuppofe that the people under Cudjoe
had not arrived to the perfection of taltics
difplayed by his {ucceflors in the late conteft.
Indeed, it is known that for a confiderable
time his operations were carried on about
Mouth River, He&or’s River, the black
grounds, and tracts to the eaftward of the
greater cockpits, where, though the country
was rugged and difficult, it was eafy in com-
parifon with the feat of war in the year

1795

Cudjoe, finding his haunts acceffible to
the rangers, who were ftationed at the bar-
racks to the eaft of him, and the com-
munication of his foraging parties with his
old friends in the back parts of Clarendon
cut off, refolved to change his pofition
and to feek a fituation of greater fecurity
for his quarters, as well as a more extenfive
field for his operations. He accordingly
removed to a place in Trelawney, near the
entrance of the great cockpits to the North-
Weft, the firft of which, called Petty River

Bottom,
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Bottom, now well known, was acceflible
by a very narrow defile. This cockpit was
confidered as a very large one, containing
about {even acres of land, and a fpring of
water., Cudjoe difplayed great judgment in
chufing this pofition, as in cafe of alarm he
could throw himfelf into the cockpit, whence
no valour or force could drive him; and

at the fame time he placed the great range
of cockpits between him and his former
annoyers. The choice of the pofition was
equally judicious in refpe& to predatory
_incurfions, as the parifhes of St. James’s,
Hanover, Weftmoreland, and St. Eliza-
beth’s, lay open to him; and prefenting
more extenfive and lefs defenfible frontiers,
afforded him opportunities of a&ting with
fmaller detachments, and of obtaining
abundant fupplies from different quarters.
He fent out parties in various dire@ions
to a great diftance, in order to deceive the
Government, and even kept up an alarm
in the neighbourhood of his old pofition.
Cudjoe now augmented the body he had

placed
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placed under the command of his brother
Accompong, and eftablithed them on the
northern borders of St. Elizabeth, where the
‘::ountry afforded more cattle, but where alfo
his men had to a¢t againft a greater number
of inhabitants, prepared to defend their pro-
perty. This ftation was above the moun-
tains of Nauflau, a place where there is fill
a town called Accompong after his name.

In this fituation did thefe people main-
tain themfelves in a flate of favage free-
dom for feveral years, living in indolence
while their provifions lafted, and ravaging
the country when excited by their wants.
In their inroads they exercifed the moft
horrid barbarities. The weak and defence-
lefs, whenever furprifed by them, fell vic-
tims to their thirt of blood; and, though
fome were more humane than others, all
paid implicit obedience to the command of
a leader, when that was given to imbrue
their hands in blood: but, murder once com-
menced, no chief ever had power to ftay the

hand |
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hand of his meaneft follower, and there is
hardly an inftance of a prifoner having been
faved by them. The Maroons have been
accufed of torturing their prifoners; but
there is no grounds for this charge, as their
eagernefs to difpatch a wounded enemy
falling into their hands was {uch that he
was foon releafed from his mifery by one
of the many cutlafles which on the fight of
him were raifed to firike off his head.

Eight or nine years had now elapfed, {ince
Cudjoe’s renown had united all the fugitive
negroes in the ifland, of whatever origin
they were, in a general intereft ; and fince
the appellation of Maroons had been given
indifcriminately to all the tribes of them.,
Force after force had been employed to
fubdue them in vain; their hoftile opera-
tions againft the inhabitants were carried on
with unremitted vigour. At length the
colonifts refolved to make every facrifice,
and ufe every exertion, to put an end to fo
harafling a war. All who could carry arms

6 voluns
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voluateered their fervice, and a large body
of the people were aflembled under the
command of Colonel Guthrie of the militia,
and Captain Sadler of the regulars. Amidft
thele formidable preparations, there were
great apprehenfions entertained of the un-
certainty of the moft vigorous meafures;
the failure of which would not only en-
courage the enemy, and entail a perpe-
tual war upon the ifland, but might operate -
on the minds of the flaves, who would be
convinced of the power of the Maroons to
maintain a fuccefsful oppofition againft the
Government. The governor, Edward Tre-
lawney, was therefore urged by the prin-
cipal perfons of the country to offer them.
terms of peace.

This being refolved upon, it was necel-
fary that it {hould be done with the utmoft
expedition ; for a treaty, the purport of
which was to eftablith the freedom and in-
dependence of a body of negroes, could
not be {uffered to remain long pending in

the
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the contemplation of flaves, numbers of
whom might be tempted to aim at obtain-
ing the like advantage : Guthrie and Sadler
were accordingly direted to communicate
the offers to Cudjoe as fpeedily as poffible.
They could not but be acceptable to the
Maroons, who were equally tired of war,
and to whom the obje&s of their hoftilities
were conceded. On receiving intelligence
of the offers to be made, Cudjoe called in
his detachments, which had already fallen
back, hearing of the preparations made
againft them. The formidable ftate of thefe
threw a great difficulty in'the way of nego-
tiation, for the diftruft of the Maroons
would not allow them to reconcile it with

the offering of peace; and the fincerity of
the Government was doubted.

Governed by this motive, the cautious
Cudjoe colleGted his force, and waited the
approach of the peace-makers, on a fpot the -
moft favourable to ation in his mode of
war, and on which his people might de-

10 fend
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fend themfelves, were treachery intended on
the part of the Government. His men
were placed on the ledges of rocks that rofe
almoft perpendicularly to a great height, on
a ground which, compared to thofe preci-
pices, might be called a plain, the extremity
being narrowed into a paflage, upon
which the fire of the whole body might
bear. 'This paffage contra&ed itfelf into a
defile of nearly half a mile long, and fo
narrow that only onie man could pafs along
it ata time. Had it been entered by a line
of men, it would not have been difficult
for the Maroons from the heights to have
blocked them up in the front and in the
rear, by rolling down large rocks at both
ends, and afterwards to have crufhed them.
to death by the fame means. This Defile,
which has ever fince retained the name of
Colonel Guthrie, was one of the paflages to
the large cockpit called Petit River, already
mentioned. The entrance was impregnable,
the continuation of the line of fmaller
cockpits rendered the rear inacceflible, and
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Natare had fecured the flanks of her own
fortification. In this dell were {ecured the
Maroon women and children, and all their
valuable things depofited. On the open
ground before the defile the men had
ereGted their huts, which were called Ma-.
roon town, or Cudjoe’s town, whence, in
cafe of an alarm, the people could fly in a
minute to the ledges of the rocks at the
mouth of the cockpit; nor would their
town have been a greatlofs had it been burnt.
They did not, however, confide iolely to the
{ecurity afforded them by the cockpit, and
the eafe with which they mace themfelves
mafters of the defile; every approach to
their mountains was, for a mile or two, at
other difficult pafies, well guarded by fmall
advanced parties, who on the appearance
of an enemy might alarm their ftraggling
bodies by means of their horns, which were
heard at a confiderable diftance, and gave
timely notice for every one to repair to his
poft. Thus fituated, Cudjoe patiently waited
the arrival of the olive-branch, and clearly

I manifefted
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manifefted his interitions, and his wifhes

for anaccommodation; by ordering his ad-
vanced pofts not to fire a fhot. ' His parties

therefore merely founded theit horns, and
retired to the main body.

At this folemn junére Colonel Guthrie
advanced unmolefted with his troops,
through fituations in which the Maroons
might have greatly annoyed him, even with
the large force he then had utider him.,
Making, however, the beft difpofition of
his troops that the nature of the ground
would admit, he marched on with confi-
dence, and judging of the diftance he was
from the Maroons by the foutid of thejr
horns, he continued advancing till he
thought he could make them hear his voice:
he then halted, and obferving the fmoke of

of their huts within a few hundred yards, °
though he could not fee one of them, called -

inaloud tone that he wascome by the Go-
vernor's order, to make them an offer of
tetms and treat for peace, which the white

E 2 people
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people fincerely defired. An anfwer was
returned, declaring that the Maroons wifthed
the {fame, and requefting that the troops
might be kept back. = This requeft being
apparently dictated by fufpicion, Colonel
Guthrie propofed to them to thow the con-
fidence he had in their fincerity by fending
a perfon to them to affure them that the
white people were fincere on their part,
and to inform them of the particulars rela-
tive to their freedom and {ecurity, which
the Government had authorifed him to
propofe to them,

This being readily confented to, Dr.
Ruflell was feleted for that purpofe.  He
advanced very confidently towards their

~ huts, near which he was met by two Ma-
roons, whom he informed of the purport
of his meflage, and afked if either of them
were Cudjoe. They replied in the nega-
tive, but faid that if he would ftay a little
while and no men followed him, he would
fee Cudjoe. They then called out in the
14 ' Coro-
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Coromantee language to their people ; en
which feveral bodies of them, who were be-
fore inyifible, appeared on the rocks sbove.
Being within the reach of the voice; Dr.
Ruffell addrefled himfelf to them,: and beg-
ged particularly to have a converfation with
Cudjoe, of whom he fpoke in high“terms’s
faying, that if he were with them, he was
fure, that as a brave and good man e would
come down, and fhow a difpofition to live in
peace and friendthip with the white people.

Several Maroons now defcended, and- .-

among them it was not difficult to dilcover
the Chief himfelf.  Cudjoe was rather a
fhort man, uncommonly ftout, with very
ftrong African features, and a peculiar wild-
nefs in his manners.. He had a very large
lump of fleth upon his back, whichwas partly
covered by the tattered remains of an 'old -
blue coat, of which the fkirts and the {leeves
below the elbows were wanting. Round his
head was tied a fcanty piece of white cloth,
fo very dirty, that its original ufe might have

E's been
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been doubted. He had on a pair of loofe
drawers that did not reach his knees, and
‘a fmall round hat with the rims pared fo
clofe to the crown, that it might have been
taken for a calibath®, being worn exactly to
the rotundity of his head. On his right
fide hung a cow’s horn with fome powder,
and a bag of large cut flugs; on the left
fide he wore a muihet, or couteau, three
inches broad, in a leather theath, fufpended
under his arm by a narrow ftrap that went
round his thoulder. He had no thirt on,
and his clothes, fuch as they were, as well
as the part of his {kin that was expofed,
were covered with the red dirt of the Cock-
pits, refembling oker. Such was the Chief;
and his men were as ragged and dirty as
himfelf: all had guns and cutlaffes. Cud-
joe conftantly caft his eyes towards the
troops with Col. Guthrie, appeared very
fufpicious, and afked Dr. Ruffell many

* A {pecies of gourd,l the pulp c-'f which 1s fcooped out,
and the hard, though thin, rind ufed by the negroes as a
: bQW.]:- g ] - ’ -
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quefltions before he ventured within his
reach. At laft Ruffell offered to change
hats with him as a token of friendthip ; to
which he confented, and was beginning to
converfe more freely when Col. Guthrie
called aloud to him, afluring him of a
faithful compliance with whatever Dr. Ruf-
fell promifed. He faid that he wifhed to
come unarmed to him with a few of the
principal gentlemen of the ifland,who thould
witnefs the oath he would folemnly make
to them of peace on his part, with liberty
and fecurity to the Maroons on their ac-
ceding to it,

Cudjoe, after {ome hefitation, confented
to their coming forward, and perfuaded his
people to come down from the rocks, which
a few did, but not without their arms. As
the gentlemen approached Cudjoe, he ap-
peared to be in great trepidation, but whe-
ther caufed by joy or fear was doubtful ;
though he was certainly under the pro-
teQling fire of his own men, and the ne-

10,71 gotiators
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gotiators were unarmed. Colonel Guthrie
advanced to him holding out his hand,
which Cudjoe feized and kiffed. He then
threw himfelf on the ground, embracing
Guthrie’s legs, kiffing his feet, and atking
his pardon. He feemed to have loft all his
ferocity, and to have become humble, peni-
tent, and abject. The reft of the Maroons,
following the example of their chief, pro-
firated themfelves, and exprefled the mof
unbounded joy at the fincerity fthown on
the fide of the white people. Colonel
Guthrie and Captain Sadler repeated the
offers that had been communicated by
Dr. Ruffell, which was accepted with joy;
and confidence being eftablithed on both

fides, the parties intermixed, exchanged
hats, and other tokens of congratulation,

and reciprocally teftified their fatisfaion.

If relief from the fatigues of a vexatious
and uncertain war was agreeable to the white
inhabitants of the ifland, it was no lefs {o
to the Maroons, who had for fome time

before
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before been kept in a continual ftate of
alarm, and had begun to feel the want of
means to continue hoftilities, or even'to
fupport a defenfive war. How long Cud-
joe might have protracted it, is uncer-
tain ; but he acknowledged that he had for
fome time been in a ftate of want and de-
{fpondency. Had any of his men been bold
enough to propofe returning to the mafters
to whom they originally belonged merely
on an aflurance of pardon, many, if not
the greater part of the Maroons, would
have {upported the propofal ; but all were
deterred from exprefling fuch a fentiment,
by fhame and the dread of punithment.
At length, the treaty was concluded with
Cudjoe by Colonel Guthrie and Captain
Sadler, and all the folemnities attending it
were executed under a large cotton-tree
growing in the middle of the town at the
entrance of Guthrie’s Defile.  The tree
was ever after called Cudjoe’s tree, and held
in great veneration. I fhall here fubjoin
the treaty. --
Articles
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Articles of Pacification with ihe Maroons of
Trelawny Town, concluded March 1,1738.

IN the name of God, amen. NV hereas
Captain Cudjoe, Captain Acompong, Cap-
tain Johnny, Captain Cuffee, Caprain
Quaco, and feveral other negroes, their
dependants and adherents, have been in a
ftate of war and hoftility, for feveral years
paft, againft our fovereign Lord the King,
and the inhabitants of this ifland ; and
whereas peace and friendfhip among man-
kind, and the preventing the effufion of
blood, is agreeable to God, confonant to
reafon, and defired by every good man ;
and whereas his majefty George the Se-
cond, king of Great Britain, France, and
'Ireland, and of Jamaica, Lord, Defender of
the Faith, &ec. has, by his letters patent,
dated February the twenty-fourth;, one
thoufand feven hundred and thirty-eight,

in the twelfth year of his reign, granted
full
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full power and authority to John Guthrie
and Francis Sadler, efquires, to negotiate
and finally conclude a treaty of peace and
friendfhip with the aforefaid Captain Cud-
joe, and the reft of his captains, adherents,
and others his men; they mutually, {in-

cerely, and amicably, have agreed to the
following articles ;

Firft, That all hoftilities fhall ceafe on
both fides for ever,

Second, That the faid Captain Cudjoe,
the reft of his captains, adherents, and
men, fhall be for ever hereafter in a perfe&
ftate of ffeedom and liberty, excepting

thofe who have been taken by them, within
two years laft paft, if fuch are willing to
return to their faid mafters and owners,
with full pardon and indemnity from their
faid mafters or owners for what is paft;
provided always, that, ¥f they are not will-
ing to return, they fhall remain in fubjec-
tion to Captain Cudjoe and in friendfhip

with
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with us, according to the form and tenor
of this treaty.

Third, That they fhall enjoy and pof-
fefs, for themfelves and pofterity for ever,
all the lands fituate and lying between
Trelawny Town and the Cockpits, to the
amount of fifteen hundred acres, bear-

ing north-weft from the {aid Trelawny
Town,

Fourth, That they fhall have ‘liberty
to plant the faid lands with coffee, cocoa,
ginger, tobacco, and cotton, and to breed
cattle, hogs, goats, or any other ftock,
and difpofe of the produce or increafe of
the faid commodities to the inhabitants of

this ifland ; provided always, that when
they bring the faid commodities to market,
they fhall apply firft to the cuftos, or
any other magiftrate of the refpeive pa-
rithes: where they expofe their goods to
fale, for.a licence to vend the fame.

Fifth,
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Fifth, That Captain Cudjoee, "and all
the Captain’s adherents, arid people'now
in fubjetion to him, fhall all live together
within the bounds of Trelawny town, and
that they have liberty to hunt where they
{hall think fit, except within three miles of
any fettlement, crawl, or pen; provided
always, that in cafe the hunters of Captain
Cudjoe, and thofe of other fettlements meet,
then the hogs to be equally divided between
both parties.

Sixth, That the faid Captain Cudjoe,
and his {ucceflors, do ufe their beft en-
deavours to take, kill, fupprefs, or deftroy,
cither by themfelves, or jointly with any
other number of men, commanded on that
fervice by his excellency the Governor, or
commander in chief for the time being, all
rebels wherefoever they be, throughout this
ifland, unlefs they fubmit to the fame terms
of accommodation granted to Captain Cud-
joe, and his fucceflors.

Seventh,
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Seventh, 'That in cafe this ifland bé
invaded by any foreign enemy, the faid
Captain Cudjoe, and” his fucceflors herein-
after named or to be appointed, fhall then,
upon notice given; immediately repair te
any place the Governor for the time being
fhall appoint, in order to repel the faid in-~
vaders with his or their utmoft force, and
to fubmit to the orders of the commandet
in chief on that occafion,

Eighth, That if any white man fhall
do any manner of injury to Captain Cud-
joe, his fucceflors, or any of his or their
people, they fhall apply to any command-
ing officer or magiftrate in the neighbour-
hood for jutice ; and in cafe Captain Cudjoe,
or any of his people, fball do any injury ie
any white perfon be fball fubmit bimfelf, or
deliver up fuch offender to juftice.

Ninth, That if any negroes fhall here-
after run away from their mafters or

owners, and fall into Captain Cudjoe’s
hands,




(r6e }
hands, they fhall immediately be fent back
to the chief magiftrate of the next parifh
where they are taken ; and thofe that bring
them are to be fatisfied for their trouble, as
the legiflature fhall appoint.

Tenth, That all h-egroes taken, fince the
raifing of this party by Captain Cudjoe’s
people, fhall immediately be returned.

Eleventh, That Captain Cudjoe, and his

{ucceflors, fhall wait on his Excellency,
or the commander in chief for the time
being, every year, if thereunto required.

Twelfth, That Captain Cudjoe, during his
life, and the Captains fucceeding him, fhall .
have full power to inflit any punithment
they think proper for crimes committed by
their men among themfelves, death only
eﬂ:cepted in which cafe, if the Captain
thinks they deferve death, he fhall be
obliged to bring them before any juftice
of the peace, who fhall order proceedings

Cr
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on their trial equal to thofe of other fred
negroes.

Thirteenth, That Captain Cudjoe with
his people, fhall cut, clear, and keep open,
large and convenient roads from Trelawny
town to Weftmorland and St. James’s, and,

if poflible, to St. Elizabeth’s.

Fourteenth, That two white men, to
be nominated by his Excellency, or the
commander in chief for the time being,
fhall conftantly live and refide with Captain
Cudjoe, and his fucceflors, in order to main-
tain a friendly correfpondence with the in-
habitants of this ifland.

Fifteenth, That Captain Cudjoe {fhall,
during his life, be chief commander in
Trelawny town ; after his deceale the com-
mand to devolve on his brother C-apta__)i‘g
Accompong ; and in cafe of his deceafe, on
his next brother Captain Johnny; and, fail-
ing him, Captain Cuffee fhall fucceed ; who

L 3
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15 to be fucceeded by Captain Quaco ; and
after all their demifes, the Governor, or
Commander in Chief for the time being,

fhall appoint, from time to time, whom he
thinks fit for that command,

In teftimony, &ec, &c.

Vor. I i
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LETTER TI

Party fent to difcover the Windward Maroon Town undes
Quao.—Burn [oine Huts.—Admbyfbed.—Party under
Captain Adair fent to negotiate Peace with Quao.—~—
Defcription of the Windward Maroon Settlement.—
Savage Spirit -of Revenge—Difpute between the Re=
gulars and Militia.—Peace concluded.—Difference in
the Articles of the Treaty and thefe of Gudjoé's.

Yy

VVE muft now return to the Windward
Maroons, between whom and Cudjoe there
had been no communication for {fome time.

Under their chief Quao they had defo-
lated the parifth of $t. George’s, and com-

mitted every excefs in the courfe of their
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depredations. Previous to the laft prepara-

tions made againft the Trelawny body,
which happily brought on the peace, a force,
confifting of a detachment of Captain
Adair’s independent compariy, under Lieu-
tenants Concannon and Thicknefle, and
fifty of the militia commanded by a Lieu-

tenant,
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tenant, was fent up the country towards
the head of Spanifh river, to look for a
Maroon town fuppofed upon good inform-

ation, to be fituated on or near the banks
of it.

After a match of three days the troops
came to a fpot where the prints of the feet
of men and dogs were vifible. I—Iere, ima-
gining themfelves near the Maroon fettle-
ment, they lay under arms the fucceeding
night, with an intention to attack the town
early next morning by farprlfe. As they
expected, day-hght difcovered {fmoke pro-
ceeding from houfes at a little diftance,
upon which the troops rufhed up ‘to the
{pot ; but the Maroons having had notice of
their march, and knowing the pofition of the
town not to be tenable, decamped in the
night, leaving feventy-four hlllts, with a fire
burning in each. It appeared that this
place was not their fettlement, but a tem-
porary refort, the neighbourhood of it af-
fording good hunting and fithing, The

o Fa troops
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troops fet the huts on fire, and then went in
purfuit of the Maroons, who had purpofely
made traéts vifible by cutting away bufhes,
and artfully left cocoas, yams, and plantains,
at certain diftances, to induce their purfuers
to believe that they were afraid of being
overtaken. At one place Lieutenant Con-
cannon found a fire with fome jerked hog
broiling, and left untouched. After a fruit-
lefs purfuit, and much fatigue, the troops
turned back, intending to reft on the bank
of Spanifh river, and to take the courfe
of the ftream towards the fea for a guide to
the low lands, having no other conductor.

The Maroons, who had imperceptibly
hung on their rear and flanks, pufhing back
towards a fpot fuited to their tactics, ad-
vantageouily pofted themfelves in ambufh,
Having obferved the number of their enemy,
they allowed the advance to pafs, then fud-
denly fell furioufly upon the rear. The
militia fled, and the baggage negroes, to the
number of feventy, threw down their loads

and
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and followed. 'The regulars took fhelter
under the perpendicular projetion of a

mountain that overhung the ftream, whence

they could hear the Maroons talking,
though they could fee none of them.

By firing at the points’ where the fmoke
of the Maroon guns appeared, the foldiers
nearly expended all their ammunition.
In this fituation, almoft hid from their
enemy, they remained four hours up to
their waifts in water, expofed to the heat
of a vertical {un, and apprehenfive of being
taken alive and tortured. At length a fhot
being fired from the oppofite fide of the
river, ‘they imagined that the Maroons
were moving round to attack them from a
pofition to which they were expofed, and

they made the beft of their way acrofs the
river amidft a fhower of thot, leaving be-
hind them their killed and wounded. The
Maroons did not venture to purfue them
on ground lefs advantageous, and the party,
harafled, fatigued, and defeated, returned
to their quarters in St. George’s.

Eoa About
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About three months after this, and fub-
fequent to. the treaty, with Cudjoe, a party
of three hundred foldiers, under the com-
mand of Capt_airf Adair, was ordered to go.
in queft of the Windward Maroons, for
the purpofe ‘of making fimilar terms with
them. One_offQuao’s men, a hornman,
having been. taken prifoner, confented: to
accompany . Captain Adair, and undertook to.
lead: him to the principal town, where it
happened that a foldier, who had been. taken
prifoner by fome of them, had‘informed them.
of the peace Cudjoe. had made. This was
the firft intimation they had had of it, which
thows that the communication between the
different bodies had not been regularly kept
open. As the hornman was acquainted:
with the treaty that had taken place with
the Trelawny Maroons, he was anxious
that Quao and his friends fhould know it,
and that the Governor withed to treat alfo-
with them. He was very folicitous thag
Captain Adair fhould not attempt to take’
the town by force, and reprefented its fitua-

tion
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tion to be fuch as no body of men, or even
an individual, could approach withour a

notice of five or fix hours being given
from their advanced fentries,

After a march of two days, through a
country covered with wood, and full of
dangerous precipices, the troops were led to
the foot of a very high and fteep mountain,
where, on fome provifion grounds, Captain
Adair made a halt, and'ordered his guide to
blowhishorn. ThéMaroons knowing by the_
information given by the founds that they
proceeded from the miffing hornman, re-’
turned an anfwer with one of their horns;
but not a man of them was to be feen,
Captain Adair then hailed them with a
trumpet, and aflured them that he was come
to make peace; that freedom had' been
granted to Cudjoe’s people, and that it was
offered to them on the fame terms. The
Maroons had greatly miftrufted the intel-
li.gence of the foldier whom they had maf-
facred, but this corrobation removed their

Fag fufpicion,
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fufpicion, and, after fome parley, they agreed
to exchange a Captain for the purpofe of
fettling preliminaries. = This was no fooner
done than an acre of light bruth-wood on
the fide of the mountain was cleared by
the mufchet (or couteau) of each Maroon,

and expofed to view the whole body, ar-
ranged in order.

The terms propofed being agreed to, a
part of the troops were fuffered to advance
to the town. As they fcrambled up a nar-
row path they every where found holes
dug to cover the defenders of the moun-
tain, and fticks croffed for refting their
guns, with which they enfiladed every
angle, that from the fteepnefs it was ne-
ceflary to make in afcending.  After:
gaining the fummit the vifitors had again
to defcend on the other fide, by a path
equally fteep and narrow which led to the
town. Difficult as this approach appears,
it may be confidered as eafy when com-
pared to the paflfages of the Trelawny cock-

1 _ pits,
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pits, of which you will prefently hear more. -
Near the town the path widened fo as to
admit two foldiers a-breaft, and the troops
entered with drums beating and fome pa-
-rade, the appearance of which alarming the
women and children, they fled to the woods,
They foon, however, returned, one after an-

other, on finding that the men did not
follow them, '

To fhow the deadly hatred they bore the

white people, Thicknefle, who was the firft
in the town, and the perfon left with them
as a hoftage, related, that having taken up

his abode with Quao, his children could
not refrain {triking their pointed fingers ' at

his breaft as they would have done knives,

had they been permitted, calling out,
“ Buckra, Buckra.” ' In their favage refent-
ment the women wore rows of the teeth

of white men as ornaments; and the under-
jaw of the unfortunate fellow who gave
them the firft inteiligence of Cudjoe’s peace,
-adorned one of the hornmen’s horn. Be-

fore
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fore his death was determined upon it had
been Quao’s intention: to, fend him to the
Governor with propofalsof fubmiffion, upon
the terms which he had informed him Cud-
joe hadiaccepted, but he was deterred from
it by an old’ obeah-woman, the only one
of that fex known to have exercifed the
art,

Amidftthe calm produced by the treaty an
eventtook place which had nearly overfet the
whole negotiation. A Colonel of the militia,
who happened to be out with a large party,
hearing that Captain Adair had brought the
Maroons to terms, marched up and joined
the troops at the town, and being of a
fuperior rank infifted on the treaty being
figned in his name. On this a difpute arofe
between the officers of the regulars and
militia; the msn of the former were in
confequence ordered under arms, and had
not the Colonel relinquifhed his pretenfions,
a confli® would have enfued, The Ma-

roons could not be indifferent {pe&tators of
j fuch
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fuch a'fcene, and between, the contending
parties it was not eafy to per-fuade.,thérrit
that they were fafe; but Quao, having beqn,_
a plantation-flave, reeolle&ted the manners
and charaGter he had formerly obferved,
and aflured his people that "there was nos:
thing ftrange in, what they.faw, and, that
they had nothing to fear.

The difpute endedy and the peace was,in;
fa&, and as it cught to have been, con=
cluded by Captain Adair, who had: done
every thing but fign the. treaty before. the
militia came up. However this be, the
treaty is inferted in the Journals of the
Houfe of Afflembly, figned with the name
ef Colonel Bennet.

The treaty with the negroes of the wind-
“ward towns, confifting of 14 articles, as in-
ferted on the Journals of the Houfe of
Affembly, was made by Colonel Robert
Benpet with Captain Quao ¢n the 23d of

June
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]ulyl 1739, and was much’ t6 the fame.
purport as Cud_]oe 5, except in the following

articles:

oth. That in cafe’ they are ‘overpowered
by ‘more rebels than they can fight they"
mlght apply for aid to the Governor

1oth. That in cafe any negro or negroes
belonging to Captain Quao fhall be guilty
of a crime or crimes deferving death, he
fhall deliver him or them up to the next
magiftrate, in order to be tried as other
negroes are, but fmall crimes he may punith

himfelf.

12th. That neither Quao nor his people
fhall bring any ftock or provifions to fell,
without a ticket from one of the people
refiding within the fame town ; and that
the fucceflors of Quao fhall be Thomboy,
Apong, Blackwell and Clafh.

It
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It is to be obferved that the Maroons in
the windward towns did not ftipulate for
the fame mode of trial as thofe of Tre-

lawny town ; their treaty was madeé®more
than a year after Cudjoe’s.
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LETTER 1V,

Maroen Towns—Trelowny Town defecribed.—The pera
Jons of the Maroons.—Perfection of their Senfes. Dif-
tant Communications by a Horn.—Smell and Tafle.—
Language.—Superflition.—Government of their Chiefs.
—Office of Superintendant.—Laws relative to the Ma-
roons.— Neglec? of Regulations.— Exiftence of the Ma-
voons as a diftinét Body.—Ulfeful to individuals and the
Public.—Provifion.—Grounds and Produce of their Til.
loge.— Food. — Stock. — Traffic. — M. AYriages. ——
Daughters—Reception of White Vifitors.— Funerals,
~—Obfervation on the Difference of the Townswm—Po-

pulation.

Hivine made you acquainted with the
origin of the Maroons, and their eftablifh-
ment as a body of free people in the in-
terior of the ifland of Jamaica, let us take
a refpite from war, and view them as fet-
tled peaceably in their towns. ‘Of thefe there
were five ; Trelawny-town, Acompong-
town, Scot’s Hall, Charles-town, and Moore-

town,
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town, fituated in different parts ‘of the
ifland from the eaftern to the weftérn ‘ex-
tremity., The peopleof the eaftern towns
were called Windward Maroons. I will not
enter into a feparate defcription of thefe
places, but {peak chiefly of Trelawny-town,
as being the moft confiderable, and that
which will make the moft confpicuous
figure in the fequel of our hiftory,

We have feen, that by the treaty made
with Cudjoe, 1500 acres of land in thé
parith of Trelawny were granted to him,
and the body of Maroons under his com=
- mand. On this land ftood the town, about
2o miles to the {fouth-eaft of Montego Bay.
Let your imagination help me to convey
you up to immenfe mountains, fuceeffively
- towering one -above the other, prefenting
tangled forefls or immenfe Pprecipices of
~ barren rock. The habitations of the Ma~
* roons of Trelawny were fo placed as
to form two towns, the old and the new
town, at the diftance of half a mile from

VG each
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each other.  There were but two roads to
Trelawny-town which were paflable for
horfes and mules, and that with the greateft
difficulty, .one road from .the north-eaft
through the' parifh of St. James’s, the other
from. the north-weft through the parith of
Trelawny. ' The former about eight or nine
miles from Montego Bay, at a place called:
John’s Hall, becomes fteep, and continues fo

on the fide of a long mountain for four miles

through canefields and woods to Kenfing-
ton, whence it runs more even for four
miles farther through woods to a penn*,
called Vaughansfield, which is at the dif-
tance of about one mile and a half from the
{cite of the old town.  For half a mile from
Vaughansfield the road, now a mere track,
leads through paftures and a coffee-walk to
the foot of a very fteep hill, which it afcends
half a mile, then continuing" along a clayey
ridge, having on the left a barren wafte Qver-

grown with fern, and on the right ledges

* A penn is a grazing farm;

of
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of rocks of unequal height, it enters the
Old Town, ahout half a mile farther on.

The other road was from Falmouth, the
principal town of the parith of Trelawny,
from which the Maroon town ftood at the
diftance of about eighteen miles. ' It is
for the moft part level and good for about
_f%urte,en miles, to Spring-Vale, whence the
alcent is very difficult for three miles, or
more, the track pafling through two penns
called Chat{worth and Schaw-Caftle. From,
the latter it rifes very roughly and fuddenly
on the New Town, or Furry’s, which is
fituated on a kind of clayey ridge, fimilar to
that about the Old Town. On the acclivity
of the mountain, and on a feite extremely
unequal, every where rifing and finking
abruptly, the Maroon habitations were
difpofed without any attention to regu-
larity ; each houfe, for the convenience
of a {loping ground to carry off the floods
. occafioned by heavy rains, being placed on
) a little ridge or hillock, differing in height

Vour. I. G from
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from ithe others; and between thefe ridges,
in various dire&ions, run gullies, or channels,
formed by the torrents, in irregular courfes.
The fpots ‘on which the houfes were ere&ed,
had by degtrees loft all the mould with
which they ‘had been' covered; and' pre-
{ented barren 'eminences of clay.  Here
and there, in patches, where the fweepings
of! the aflies from the houfes 'had been
colleéted, and’ alfo on the ground below
their hogflies, ‘which were. appurtenances
to’ every houfe; fome clumps of plantain
trees, and fmaller vegetables were nourithed .
by the manure.’ - Thefe produ&ive patches,
and the houfes, were each furrounded by
a fence, made of a'prickly fhrub, called the
Pinguin, which propagates itfelf with great
rapidity. The fences, from" being ne-
sle@ed, had fpread over the different paths
left berween them, and had narrowed them
to  very ‘fmall ‘tracks; which, from’ the
frequent ‘pafling of cattle; became deep
floughs ‘in the rdiny feafon, the ftiff mire
admitting the leg of a man up to the

middle.
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middle. On this account, 'the Maroons
had ‘made through each others’ inclofures
fmall foot-paths, in undifcernible windings,
which could not be traced but with dif-
ficulty, except by themfelves. ~ The houfes
were in general {mall cottages covered with,
thatch, or a long grafs called the Foxtail ;
and were without flooring, the ground
within, and in the piazzas, with which
moft of the houfes were provided, being
trodden with a mixture of afhes ‘into a
firm and compa& fubfance. Some habita-
tions, however, belonging to the chiefs,
were roofed with fhingles, and feveral had
floored rooms. According to a plantation
eftimate, the value of the houfes might
be ftated at from g0/ to 70l and a few
at double the latter fum. It was on ace
count of the eafe with which the Maroons
obtained a proper depth for the upright
pofts which they built with, and drove
four or five feet into the oround, that they
chofe the fcite defcribed. |

G 2 The |
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The two towns were fimilar in moft
refpeéts: the Old Town was more open
and extended than the New one. The
communication between the towns was
through a very narrow negleted defile,
or path, half a mile in length, running
through the wood. The Maroons, for
their provifions, cultivated, on fufferance,
land adjoining to the tra&, conceded to
them by the treaty. Of the 1500 acres
of which their territory confifted, a third
was merely rock, about a hundred acres
worth cultivating, ‘and the reft of it was
over-run with a fpecies of fern and Foxtail
grafs, which are certain indications of a
poor foil. Befides their ground provifions,
the Maroons had a fltock of cattle; and
they kept mares, from which they bred
horfes for fale. ' Thefe fed in the woods,
and on neighbouring heaths.

The elevated region, on which the fet-
tlement was eftablithed, is cool and healthy:
The fcite of the New Town commands a

profpe&
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profpe& in which the charms of the fub-
lime and of the beautiful are united, and
prefents fubje@s that would have been
worthy of the Italian pencil in the age of
Leo, and are worthy of the Englith one
under George III. Imagine that you have
rode in a carriage from Montego Bay* to
John’s Hall, that you have mounted and
walked your horfe up the long afcent to
Kenfington, that you have trotted through
majeftic woods to Vaughan’s-field, made
your way to the Old Town, and fcrambled
a-foot through the defile to the New one;
you will ftand in need of reft, and I fhall
therefore let you fleep till the next morning.
The fmoke of the habitations has been
condenfed by the weight of the night-air,
and has mingled with the thick and fleecy-
looking fog rifing from innumerable glades.
Injure not my defcription by fuffering the
intrufion of a mifplaced idea of an in-
falubrious exhalation. The fog of the
Weft-India mountains is not unwholefome,
It colle@s in the courfe of the night, en-

G 3 velopes
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velopes hill and wvalley, appears at day-
break in gently undulating motion to the
eye above it, and completely conceals all
that it covers. Being up before the fun,
how wild and pi&urefque the fcenery that
lies before you! From the eminence which
you have gained, you {ee the upper parts
of the town, encompafled by rocky pre-
cipices and ‘caves, irregular clumps of
plantain- trees interfperfed throughout the
little inclofures which furround the houfes,
and here and there plants of coffee, caflava,
and the broad-leafed cocoa, As the morn-
ing advances, the fog gradually {inks, and
you have before you an ocean, diverfified
with a variety of little iflands, broadening
every minute at the bafe, as they are left by
a tide which in its ebb difcovers, not fands,
but the beauties of wooded hills and vales.
At length the fun is on the horizon, eva-
poration quickens, the remaining mifts are
difperfed by the warmth of his beams, and
your eye travels over an immenfe eountry
of defcending mountains plumed with wood,

catches
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catches the lively fcenery of fucceeding
plantations, and ‘extends the fight tothe
town on the coaft, to the ocean, to:bays
and promontories, diminifhing as they re-
cede, till it is compelled to reft:at laft on
an uncertain expanie of fea and fky *.

It is not to be doubted that the climate
of thefe mountains, which is {eldom lefs
than ten degrees cooler than the low lands
of the ifland, the mode of life of the in-
habitants, the conftant exercife of their
limbs in afcending- and defcending, and
their cuftom of exploring the vaft moun-
tains and precipices of the interior of the
country in purfuit of the wild boar, con-
tributed to produce the ftrength and {ymme-
try in which the Maroons of Trelawny
Town and Accompong Town, who were
the fame race of men, far excelled the
other negroes of every defcription in Ja-
maica. . In chara&er, language, and man-

* Barracks have been fince ereted on the fcite of Tres
lawny Town, as a healthy military ftation,

G 4 ners,
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ners, they nearly refembled thofe negroes,
on the eftates of the planters, that were
defcended from the fame race of Africans,
but difplayed a ftriking diftin@&ion in their
perfonal appearance, being blacker, taller,
and in everygrefpect handfomer; for fuch
of them as had remained in flavery had
intermixed with Eboe negroes and others,
imported from countries to the fouthward
of the coaft of Africa, people of yellow
complexions, with comprefled features, and
thick lips, who were in every refpe& in-
ferior to themfelves.

In their perfon and carriage the Maroons
were erett and lofty, indicating a confci-
oufnefs of fuperiority ; vigour appeared
upon their mufcles, and their motions dif-
played agility. Their eyes were quick,
wild, and fiery, the white of them appeat-
ing a little réddened; owing, perhaps, to
the greennefs of the wood they burned in
their houfes, with the {moke of which 1t
muft have been affe€ted. They poflefled

moft,
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moft, if not all, of the fenfes in a {uperior
degree. They were accuftomed, from
habit, to difcover in the woods objets,
which white people, of the beft fight, could
not diftinguith 3 and their hearing was fo
wonderfully quick, that it enabled them to
elude their moft altive purfuers; they were
feldom furprifed. They communicated
with on€ another by means of horns; and
when thefe could fearcely be heard by
other people, they diftinguifhed the orders
that the founds conveyed. It is VEry ree
markable, that the Maroons had a particular
call upon the horn for each individual, by
which he was fummoned from a diftance,
as ealily as he would have been fpoken to
by name, had he been near. It appears
wonderful, at firft, that a fingle horn (hould
be able to exprefs fuch a number of names;
but, on reflexion, it is not more wonderful
than the variety of changes of which a
dozen bells are fufceptible, or the multi-
plicity of words that are formed by the
combination of twenty-fix letters, Allow-

ing
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ing that the horn admits a lefs variation of
tones than the chimes of twelve bells, it
has a greater 'advantage in one refpeét for
conveying' particular ideas, from being
capable of varying ‘the duration ‘of found,
which bells are not; fo that, befides the
numerical combination of monotonous notes,
it can adopt all the modulation of con-
catenated meafure, and the poetical feet
might be fo aflociated as to tran{mit a great
variety of ideas. But to return to the
Maroons:—It has been faid that their
fenfe of fmelling is obtufe, and their taffe
depraved. 'With refpet to the former, I
have heard, on the contrary, that their
‘fcent is extremely prompt, and that they
have been known to trace parties of runm-
away negroes to a great diftance by the
fmell of their fire-wood ; and as to the latter,
they are, like other negroes, fond of favoury
difhes, jirked hog, and ringtail pigeons,
delicacies unknown to an European table,
but which a Quin himfelf would not he-
fitate to name among the firft dainties of

the
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the Epicurean lift. I know not whence
the word jirked is derived, but: it fignifies
cutting or {coring internally the fleth of the
wild hog, which is then {moked, and other-
wife prepared in a manner that gives it a
very fine flavour, The tafte is a fenfe more
peculiarly dependent ‘upon focial habits
than any of the reft; we foon learn to
relith the viands agreeable to thofe about us
in the earlier part of life, and to eat and
drink as our parents and friends do. ‘The
want of a refined palate would not be fur-
prifing among a {et of uncivilized Africans;
but it would be furprifing to find them
preferring wine to rum, when we recolle&
that they are accuftomed to the latter from
their infancy, and that they know nothing
-of the former; that fermented liquors are
infipid to the palate ufed to diftilled ones,
and that one might as well expect a Lon-
don drayman to prefer pale fmall beer to
brown ftout. ‘I remember once offering a
white man in Jamaica his choice of wine
-or rum, having at the time no brandy
8 drawn ;
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drawn; he chofe the Iatter, with this
anfwer: * Oh! Sir, any thing that bites
the throat.”

The Maroons, in general, fpeak, like
moft of the other negroes in the ifland, a
peculiar diale&t of Englith, corrupted with
African words ; and certainly underftand our
language fufficiently well to have received
inftru@ion in it. 1 cannot be of opinion,
that a fincere and fervent endeavour to
introduce Chriftianity among them would
have failed. It is true, that a preju-
dice in favour of the magic of Obeah
prevailed among them, as among other
negroes; but it is no lefs true, that the
influence of this prejudice operated dif-
ferently, according to the firength of their
underftanding and experience. The greateft
dupes to it were the moft ignorant; and it
was a generally received opinion, that the
charm of Obeah could have no power over
any negro who had been baptized: not but
that the weaker ones, whether Maroons

or
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of others, dreaded the arts of Obeah even
after baptifm. Minds forming this eftimate
of Chriftianity, could not but be prepared
to embrace its foothing do&rines; and it

muft always be lamented that no attempts
were ever made to introduce our religion

among the black people in the colonies.
I mean to refume this fubje& when I come
to {peak of the prefent ftate of Jamaica
and fhall here only obferve, that the fuper-
ftition of Obeah would have vanifhed
before the power of Chriftianity, and that
no other power is likely to eradicate it.
The Maroons continued to believe, like
their forefathers, that Accompong was the
God of the Heavens, the creator of ‘all
things, and a deity of infinite goodnels:
but they neither offered facrifices to him,
nor had any mode of worthip.

It is not to be fuppofed that an illiterate
body of people, among whom ambition
was unknown, and who fpent their lives
chiefly in hunting, raifing provifions, and

I traver{ing
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traverfing the woods in purfuit of rusme
aways, would attend ‘to nice regulations
for their internal government.  There was
no public revenue to manage ; no army to
maintain, though the whole formed a mili-
tary body, under appointed officers: right
and wrong were  fuppofed to be under-
ftood, without being defined. ‘The town
confifted of a certain number of families
colle@ed together under a chiefy and among
them refided a fuperintendant and four
other white men, as appointed by the
colonial legiflature. = Subje&t to the laws
made for them in their relative fituation, as
dependent on the government of the ifland,
theywere in other refpe@satliberty to purfue
the diGtates. of their own minds, and they
confequently followed the cuftoms of their
fathers. All their difputes were fubje& to
the determination of their chiefs, to whom
they looked up with implicit confidence,
and whom they ufually obeyed without
argument. The Superintendant, likewife,
took an active part in adjufting their alter-

cations,




( %5 .))

cations, which  chiefly arofe from their
propenfity to gaming, as they would play
for confiderable fums of money ; and from
drunkennefs, of which they were frequently
guilty. - We have feen, in the treaty with
Cudjoe, the fucceffion of chiefs that were
then named, after whom, the power of
appointment 'returned to . the -Governor.
The commiffion, accordingly; continued to
be filled up as vacancies occurred, and the
fucceflors of Cudjoe maintained a degree
of influence and authority equal to his
own. Till the death of Furry, who built
the New Town, and went to refide in it
with a certain number of the Maroons,
they were governed in a very defpotic
manner by their chiefs and fome of the
older captains. The laft of thefe chief Ma-~
roons was named Montague, whom I {hall
have occafion to mention again, in treating
of the caufes of the rebellion of 1795.

The duties of the Superintendant con-.
' fifted, in maintaining a friendly corre-
{pondence
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{fpondence between the Maroons and the
inhabitants of the ifland, preferving peace
in their fettlements, preventing the con-
courfe of flaves in ‘the towns, and fending

parties out on duty, By his office he was
empowered to hold a court with four

Maroons, to try thofe who difobeyed or-
ders, excited or joined in tumults, departed
from the towns without leave, or flaid
out longer than permitted; and to award
punifbments not extending to life, limb,
or tranfportation. He was bound to re-
fide in his town, from which he was.
never to be abfent longer than a fortnight,
without the Governor’s leave; and every
three months he was to make a return, on
oath, to the Governor, of the number
refiding in his town, how many were able
to bear arms, how many unfit for duty,
the number of women and children, their
increafe or decreafe, the condition of the
Superintendant’s houfe, and the flate of
the roads. On failure of his duty, the

Superintendant was fubje& 1o a court-
martial,
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martial, and liable to be broke. There
was a Superintendant in each town, having

a falary of 200/, and he had under him
four white men at 60/ a~year each.

After the treaty with Cudjoe, the .Ma-
roons became the fubje& of fucceflive laws,
confiting of regulations refpeing run-
aways, trials, punithments, making roads,
and a variety of minute affairs. Being care-
lefs whether they brought in a run-away
alive, or only his head, a law was pafled,
with great policy, allowing, befides the ufual
reward, mile-money for every run-away pro-
duced alive. Inveigling flaves and harbouring
runaways, were punifhable by tranfporta-
tion; that is, the offender was {old to foreign-
ers on other iflands, or on the continent
of America. Though a concourfe of flaves
in their towns was forbidden, the Maroons
might have dances among themfelves when-
ever they pleafed, and, provided the dance
‘were in the day-time, with a fmall number of
flaves. 'They were not to quit their town

Vor. L. I S without




( 98 )
without leaves and, if they ftaid feven day$
beyond the time allowed them, they were
liable to be taken up and fent home for
trial. 'They were not permitted to pur-
chafe or poflefs flaves.. No party in pur-
fuit of run-aways was to confit of more
than twelve men, including officers, except
on particular occafions; or to go without
written orders from the Superintendant g
nor were the party to remain out more
than twenty days. No Maroons were to
be employed by any white perfon without
a written agreement; and debts due to or
from them were to be determined by two
magiftrates in a fummary way. Their
perfons were protected from whipping, or
other ill-treatment. They were bound to
repair the roads leading to their town once
a-year, on being ordered by the Super-
intendant, for which they were to be paid.
Laftly, there was a law which, in-con-
fideration of their increafing population,
gave them the liberty of relinquithing their
rights as Maroons, and refiding in any
| | other
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dther part of the ifland except the Maroon
towns, no longer fubje@ to the Super-
intendant, but enjoying the privileges of
free people. In which cafe they were
bound to enlift in the militia;

To fome of thefe laws very little atten~
tion was paid. The Maroons bought flaveg
without any notice being taken of it. Parties
of them were {uffered to wander about the
ifland, and many of them formed tema
poraty connexions with the female flaves
on the different plantations in the country.
Wholé families of them left their towns,
and wete permitted to eftablifh themfelves
on the back fettlements of the planters,
without complying with the forms required
by the law refpe&ing fuch removals, from
which confequences refulted which we fhall
hereafter have to obferve. From the nee
glect of this law, it is evident that it was
not pafled with a view of encouraging the
Maroons to difperfe and lofe the exiftence
¢of a ditin@ community, which it has

He been
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been imagined would have been beneficial
to the ifland*, but merely to give them
room, their limits becoming unequal to
their increafe.” Whether their extermina-
tion, as a diftin& body, would have been
beneficial, is highly problematical. The
war of 1795 would not have taken place;
but who can fay what other communities
of the flaves might have been formed in
the woods and mountains, and what other
wars might have been the confequence?
It is very probable that aflemblages of
fugitives would have been formed in the
woody and almoft inacceflible retreats of
the country, had it not been for the fre-
quent fcowering of the woods by the
Maroons, in fearch of run-away negroes.
Thefe affemblages would in time have
formed new Maroon bodies, as difficult
to be fubdued as the former; and fo far
more dangerous than the original Maroons
were in their outfet, that their connexion
with the “flaves would have ‘heen more

#* Edwards.

general,




(' 201 1))

general. It is very well Known, that
notwithftanding the viligance and a&ivity-
with which fugitives were purfued by the
Maroons, a {mall body of them did actually
eftablifh themfelves in the mountains, where
they had raifed huts, and made provifion-
grounds, on which fome had lived for up-
wards of twenty years. This body, called
the Congo Settlement, was difcovered in the
late war by a party of Maroons croffing
the country, and was difperfed, fome of
the negroes returning to the eftates to
which they formerly belonged, and others
furrendering with the Maroons at the ter-
mination of the war.

That the Maroons had proved themfelves
a ufeful body, cannot be denied. Befides
their utility in preventing aflemblages of
fugitives, they had been adive in the
{uppreflion of rebellions; in which it was
affirmed by one of their Superintendants *,
of whofe charater you will prefently hear

* Major James. j
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more, that they fload forth with a deter-
mined [pirit againft the infurgents; and in
the conflicts of the year 1760, loft feyeral
of their people. In the year 1766 they
were no lefs a&lve, as I have been aflured
by a gentleman who was an eye-witnes
of their fervice*, having been one of a
party that went agamﬁ a body of Coro-
mantees, who had taken arms in the parifh
of Weftmoreland, maﬁ'ecring all the white
people they met‘wit_h. A fhort engage-
ment took place in the mountains; and
the rebels, imagining the party, fofne of
whom were covered by the trees, much
larger than it was, retreated farther into
the woods. Their affailants having endured
exceﬂive fa.tlgue, were unable to purfue
them, but happened to fall in with a body
of Maroons, who bemg hog-huntlng in the
vicinity, had not heard of the 1nfurre&10n.
They were foon colleéted and bemg ap-
pnfed of the danger that threatened the

* Mr. Quarrell, the gentleman alluded to in the prefacq
and to whom thefe letters are dedicated. :
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@ountry, haftened towards the fpot where
the engagement had taken place, fell in
with the party who had come out againft
the rebels, and found them fo exhaufted
and crippled by their forced marches through
the woods, that all they could do was to
fhew the Maroons the track the rebels had
taken in their retreat, They went forward
with the greateft alacrity, and before {un-
fet killed and took two-thirds of the
number of the negroes, and difperfed the
reft, whom in the courfe of a few days
more they brought in. The condu&t of
the Maroons was highly applauded by the
Commander* of the little party, and he
and his followers received the thanks of
the Houfe of Affembly. On {lighter occa-
{fions likewife, when f{mall bodies of flaves
have committed outrages, the Maroons ex-
erted themfelves fuccefsfully ; and it is but
common juftice to fay, that they were ever
ready to fupport the Government whenever
it was neceflary. 'They aflembled for the
® Mr. Goodin, .

Hy purpofe
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purpofe of affiting to repel the invafion of
the ifland, which in the years 1779 and 1780
was threatened by the Count D’Eftaing, who
was prevented by Admiral Rodney from
forming a j'un&ion of the French with the
Spanifh forces colle¢ted at St. Domingo
for a defcent on Jamaica. Prejudice fre-
quently warps truth without intention, and
even without knowing that it does fo:
I therefore the more readily record thefe
falts, as they fhow that the Maroons,
however culpable in their rebellion, or
however true the ftories refpe@ing the
ferocity and backwardnefs of fome tribes
of them, were, in general, of ufe to the
mhabitants of the ifland, and prompt in
their fervices on public occafions.

Agriculture among the Maroons was a
very fimple {cience. They had few wants,
and the fupply of thofe required neither great
knowledge nor much labour, They placed
a confiderable dependence on hunting; and

on their rewards for taking fugitives; but
they
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they did not therefore entirely neglect the
cultivation of land, and were by no means
fo averfe to the toil it demands, as they
have beén reprefented. Many of thém
were negligent of the more certain modes
of labour, for they were firangers to the
paflions which ftimulate fuperfluous in-
duftry ; but none could be faid to be
indolent, for their lives were pafled in
unufual perfonal exertions, which, as I
before obferved, conduced to their ftrength
and {ymmetry. A provident difpoﬁtion,_'
however, was fpreading itfelf among them:
they began to feel the advantages afforded
by money, and large parties of them, of
their own accord, frequently hired them-
felves to the planters and new fettlers, to
clear and plant large tra&s of land for
certain  wages *; and feveral families of
theﬁ], as I have already obferved, fettled

* This may appear favourable to the fyltem propofed,
of cultivating' Trinidad with free negroes; but let it be
recolle¢ted, that the Maroons were a {fmall body, and that
power remained with the whites, which in a general freedom
~would not be the cale.

by
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by fufferance on back lands which they
cultivated for themfelves.

Their provifion-grounds confifted of a
confiderable tra& of unequal land, from
which was produced a ftoek not only fuf-
ficient for their own ufe, but fo fuper-
abundant as to enable them to {upply
the neighbouring fettlements. Plantain,
Indian corn or maize, yams, €OC0as, toyaus,
and in fhort all the nutritious roots that
thrive in tropic foils, were cultivated in
their grounds. In their gardens grew moft
of the culinary vegetablés, and they were
not without fome fine fruits : for though
to thefe, in general, the foil of their moun-
tains was unfavourable, being either moift
or clayey, yet they had fome valuable
fruit-trees, among which the Avocado, .or
Alligator-pear, ranked foremoft. Mammees,
and other wild but delicious fruits, were
at their hand, and pine-apples grew in
their hedges. They bred cattle and hogs,
and raifed a great quantity of fowls, When

to
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fo this domeftic provifion of good and
wholefome food, we add the luxuries
afforded by the woods, the wild boar,
ring-tail pigeons, and other wild birds, and
‘the land-crab, which fome efteem the
greateflt dainty in the Weft Indies, we
may doubt whether the palate of Apicius
would not have regeived‘higher gratifica-
tion in Trelawny Town than at Rome.

It has been faid, that the Maroons let
their provifion-grounds, both thofe belong-
ing to themfelves, and thofe they held on
fufferance, go to ruin, and trefpafled on
the prqviﬁoﬁ-gfbunds__ of the fettlers in the
mountains. 1 am informed that the fa&
was otherwife ; that thofe of the fettlers
were often infufficient, their negroes being
employed in different labour, and that
they purchafed the fuperabundance of the
Maroons. Their grounds, after the corn
was cut down, might, for a length of time,
appear to the eye in a ruinous ftate; while
under the furface a large ftock of nutritive

10 T00ts
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roots were growing to maturity. ‘Thefe
roots were their fureft fupport at the
period when a {carcity was moft to be ap-
prehended, after a long-continued fuccef-
fion of dry weather. In the courfe of
time thefe patches of land were cleared and
replanted, and they again gradually affumed
the appearance of being negle@ed ; it is no
wonder, therefore, that the eye of a cafual
vifitor fhould have been deceived, and
that he fhould have been led to declare,
¢ that he perceived no veftige of culture:”
but I cannot fo well account for his affert-
ing, ¢ that the Maroons fupplied thems
felves from the plantations of the whites
by purchafe or theft®,” as I have the beft
authority for what I have afirmed refpe&-
ing the {fuperabundance difpofed of by the
people of Trelawny Town.,

The women chiefly were employed in
the eultivation of their grounds; but this
they did not account an impofition upon

#* FEdwards.
them
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them by the men. We are not to imagine
that what would be real cruelty in a refined
ftate of fociety, is cruelty, or even hard-
thip, in a rough and unpolithed people,
among whom every individual depends
upon his own exertions for his fupport.
In what country on the globe is it, that in
the clafs of mankind doomed to labour,
we fhall not find tribes, the women of
which participate the toils of the men?
Ts it France? Is it England? If the Ma-
roon women were employed in burning
trees and in tillage, the men, befides hunt-
ing and purfuing run-aways, were employ-
ed in fencing the grounds, building and
repairing houfes, attending to their cattle
and horfes, of which they had about 200
head, and carrying on their petty com-
merce. They were none. of them ' me-
chanics, all their knowledge of that kind
~vas confined to the art of ereting a houfe,
and repairing a gun.

Their traffic confifled in the difpofal
of ithe increafe of their ftock of all kinds,

s their
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their jirked hog, and fuperfluous provis
fions, which enabled them to purchafe
other commodities, and to put money by.
They made a confiderable profit by manu=
facturing tobacco. They bought the leaf of
the plant on the eftates within the diftance
of twenty or thirty miles, which their wo-
men and children affifted them in carrying
home, each loaded with a weight propor-
tioned to the firength of the carrier. The
purchafe was put into bags, which were
made by knitting the fibres of the trumpet-
tree and mahoe bark, the ends of which were
contrafted into a bandage that went round
the fore-head, and ferved as a ftay to the
load, which refted on the back. The leaves
were dried and prepared for ufe by the
men, who twifted them into a kind of
rope, of about the third of an inch in dia-
- meter, which they rolled up in balls, and
carried out in the fame manner to the dif-
ferent eftates for fale, .

The Maroon marriages, or contralts of

cohabitation, were attended with no reli-
gious
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gious or juridical ceremonies ; the confent
of the woman to live with the man being
fufficient,.  That being obtained, gifts of
clothes and trinkets were made to the
bride; and frequently the bridegroom. re=
ceived prefents of hogs, fowls, and other
things, from the relations of the woman,
to whom, in cafe of a feparation, they were
to be returned. A plurality of wives was
allowed. A man might have as many as
he could maintain; but very few had
more than two, and moft of them confined
themfelves to one. It was very expenfive
to have feveral wives; for the hufband, on
making a prefent to one, was obliged to
make an equal gift to each of the others.
Each wife lived in turn with her hufband
two days, during which time the others
cultivated their grounds, or carried -their
provifions to market: the property of each
was diftin& from that of the others, but
the hufband fhared with all. The children
of the different women were to be noticed
by their father only on the days when their

refpective
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refpetive mothers fojourned with him,
A breach of this decorum would have in-
flamed the injured mother with jealoufy ;
a paflion, however, in every refpe& con-
fined to the temporary dame, for to the
others all the extra-gallantry of the man
was a matter of indifference. If the men

fometimes behaved with brutality to their
wives or children, it was generally the effe&

of intoxication. It has been afferted, “ that
they regarded their wives as fo many beafts
of burden, and felt no more concern at the
lofs of one of them, than a white planter
would have felt at the lofs of a bullock *.”
‘Without faying how far this obfervation
may be applicable to other people, T will
here intreduce an anecdote, though rather
out of time, which will elucidate the peint.
In the courfe of an attempt that was made
to convert the Maroons to Chriﬁian'ity,
which will appear in its proper place,
polygamy was confidered, and the Maroon
told that as a Chriftian, he could not have

* Edwz_zrds.
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more than one wife. Having been attached
to two for {fome time, and having children
by both—* Top, Mafla' Governor,” faid
he, “ top lilly bit-—you fay me mus forfake
my wife.”—“Only one of them.”’-—* Which
dat one? Jefus Chrift fay fo? Gar a’mighty
fay fo? No, no, mafla; Gar a’mighty good;
he no tell fomebody he mus forfake him
wife and children. Somebody no wicked
for forfake him wife! No, mafla, dis here
talk no do for we.”—In other language
thus: “Stay, Sir,” faid the Maroon, “ ftay
a little. You tell me that I muft forfake
my wife.”—¢ Only one of them.”—* And
which fhall that be? Does Jefus Chrift fay
fo? Does God fay fo? No, no, Sir; God is
good, and allows no one to forfake his
wife and children. He who forfakes his
wife muft be a wicked man. This is a
do&rine, Sir, not fuited to us *.

* No reader of common underftanding will fee in this
any argument againft the converfion of the negroes to
Chriftianity, 1t muft take place gradually; and I mean
when I come to that head, to fhew that the work may be
beft attempted firft among the Maroons remaining in Jamaica.

VoL. L. | How-
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However, thefe people were certainly
in a fate far removed from civilization,
and T do not doubt that their paffions
might have occafionally infligated them to
violences that were favage: yet that at any
time they would kill their children by
dafhing them againft rocks *, I cannot but
think an aflertion without proof. The
murderer would have been brought to con-
dign punifhment by the Superintendant;
who, fo far from thinking it prudent to
keep his diftance, would have inftantly
feized the wretch. I {peak particularly of
Trelawney Town, the Superintendant of
which had been long refident there, and
whofe character, we fhall prefently fee,
fully refutes the charge of a daftardly pru-
dence.

Inftances of revenge .arifing from jea-
loufy feldom occurred among the Maroons.
Like their African progeﬁitors, they parted
with their wives for' incontinency, without

# Edwards,
infli¢ting
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infliting feverer punifhments. In’Africa,
the men had the power of felling the
adultrefs. The younger females were not
generally votrefles of Diana. When a girl
was of an age to become a wife, the parents
killed a hog, and made a feaft, to which
the neighbours were invited. Plenty of
good things were provided; nor was rum
fpared by the elders, while the younger
people danced. Each of the party puta
{mall piece of money in the gitl’s mouth,
generally a quarter of a dollar, but the
parents’ piece was frequently gold. Al-
though this feaft was intended by the
family as a fignal to the young men for
making an offer, the girl herfelf ufually
preferred a ftate of celibacy for fome years
after it was publicly known that fbe had
killed hog. '

When gentlemen through curiofity vifited
the town, which was very rarely the cafe,
they were hofpitably and"refpectfully en-
tertained, 'The vifitors could not “expec

Ia2 to
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to meet in the houfes with fuch convenient
articles of furniture as they were accuftomed
to at home. Some of the principal men
furnifhed a table with a clean damafk cloth,
on which they placed the various dainties
I have already mentioned. Several {mall
articles of filver plate were ufed. Some-
times they produced malt liquor and wine,
and always rum. While the company
were at dinner, the Captain, or whoever
might be the entertainer, appeared in his
beft cloaths: if a 'Chief, he wore a kind
of regimentals, perhaps fome old military
coat finely laced, which had been given
to him by a gentleman whofe name he
had afflumed *: with this he wore a ruffled
{hirt, linen waiftcoat and trowfers, and a
laced hat. . He did not prefume to eat
with his company, or to fit at the table
with them, but took his feat at a refpe@ful

% ‘The Maroon names would appear extraordinary to a
reader ignorant of the Maroon cuftom of adopting the
names of the gentlemen of the ifland. It was univerfally

pra&ifed ameng them.
diftance,
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diftance, and converfed occafionally on
being addrefled. = The beds with which
they provided their guefts were not of
feathers, but of wholefome, fine picked
corn-trafth, with clean fheets. There was
feldom occafion for mufquito nets,  the
houfes being very rarely infefted ‘with thofe
venomous gnats that prove fuch pefts in
the lowlands. = The Maroons produced
candles for the ufe of their vifitors, but at
other times a large fire at the door fufficed
them for light. They are accufed of a
pradtice of proftituting their daughters by
force to their guefts, but the fadl is, that
compulfion was not neceflary ; and if ever
it was ufed, would their more civilized
vifitors be exempt from a fhare of the
crime? Would not fuch an a& of wanton
brutality redound infinitely more upon them,
than upon thofe who were confidered fo
much their inferior in every refpe&? But
thus it is, that when men are intent on
arguments to depreciate a caufe, they run

beyond their obje&, and prove toa much
I3 for
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for the fide they maintain. Let me not
commit the fame fault: I am not the apo-
logift of this body of people; it is to be
regretted that among them, as among other
negroes, the young women had no fcruples
in offering themfelves to white men in
order to procure drefs and finery, although
they were naturally attached-to lovers of
their own complexion, who participated
their favours, even when kept by the
former in a ftate of eafe and comparative
fplendour. Would I could fay that the
fhocking offers with which thefe black
fathers are charged, were confined to their
complexion! Would to God I could fay,
that in religion and in morals, a great
example was fet by thofe who boaft a fair
{kin, and pafs with the title of Chriftians!

The funerals of the Maroons were
much the fame as thofe of other negroes.
Deaths were not more frequent among
them than elfewhere, although they feldom
had recourfe to the aid of medicine. Not

that
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that they were averfe to it ; for, if an op-
portunity offered, they readily applied to
the plantation do&ors, and fometimes they
took fimple hetbs prefcribed to them by
their old women. It was their cuftom to
fing over their dead previous to burial;
and, inclofing the body in a wooden cothn,
they interred it in fome part of their in-
clofure.

I have already given you a defcription
of their mode of carrying on war, and of
the nature of their cockpits, which it was
neceflary for me to do, to enable you to
underftand the conteft maintained with the
original Maroons under Cudjoe: I have
therefore, before I conclude, to recall to
your mind that, in the courfe of this letter,
I have principally had in view the people
of Trelawney Town ; that body, of whofe
rebellion I mean to give you fome account
in my next. The difference between the
inhabitants of the various towns is not
yery great. Thofe of the windward, or

14 caftern
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eaftern part of the ifland are rather more
civilized. 'Thofe of Accompong are in
every refpet the fame as the people of
Trelawney 'Town, being only a part of
them who had followed Accompong, the
brother of Cudjoe, to fettle in the town
called after him. But neither the Accom-
pongs, nor any other of the Maroon bodies,
could be induced to join in the rebellion,
of thofe of Trelawney Town. On the
trary, they condemned it {everely, and
manifefted their difpleafure at it by re-
viling the meflengers that had been fent to
them,

In clofing this Letter, let me obferve,
that the population of the Maroons in
general had rapidly increafed. The num-
ber that furrendered in the years 1738
and 1739 did not amount to 600 ; in 1770
they confifted of 885, men, women and
children; in the year 1773 they were
1028 ; and in the year 1738 had increafed
to about 1400,
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LETTER V. i

Caufes of the Maroon Woy.— Previous Occurvencesm]p- ; Ll
Jeription and Charatter of Major Fohn James.—Old "
M ontague.—Major James negles the Office of Superin- ’I'-f:' i
tendant.—Superfeded by Captain C rafkell.— Infubordina- [k
tion of the M aroons.— Hopes placed on Lord Balcarres.om 1l
Crafkell driven from the Maroon Town.—The Punifh- it
ment of Two Maroons by the Hand of a Slave —Infolent '] f
Letter from the Maroons to the M. agiftrates of St Fames's, i
—The Trelawney Militia proceed towards the Maroon
Lown.—Smith’s Meffage. — Mediators 8o up to the .1]|'t1 {
Town.—Their Reception and Proceedings —T he Refult it
of the Meet'z'zzg.—Sezybz‘iorz produced in the Capital — [[ *q‘
Opinions vefpecting an  immediate Accommodation.—
Peaceable Difpofition manifefled by the Maroons,—T by _ fi
Humiliation and Submiffion.—The Militiz difcharged, H]
and Regulars vecalled.—Qbfervations, |

“/ E are now to enter upon that portion,

i
of our fubject with which you have been jt
fo much interefted in eonverfation, and 'H“[
with which the public are little acquainted, ff]l 1

although it was much talked of at the i,
time, and employed the psn of a gentle- it
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man who was undoubtedly an able writer
on Weft Indian affairs. I refpet the mo-
tives of his publication relative to the
Maroon war of 1795 in the ifland of
Jamaica: but certainly the relation I am
about to give of that war, will be found to
differ greatly from his account of it; and
I truft that the minute manner in which
I fhall treat the occurrences of that period,
will prove fufficiently interefting not only
to you, my friend, but to all who may
take thefe Letters up in the form of a
book, to render the detail not tedious,

Although wars ‘be neceflarily attended
with horror; yet the account of them
affords, in the perufal of truth, a pleafure
{imilar to that of a well-told tale; expecta-
tion is kept alive by uncertainty, and by
the intercft we naturally take in the fate
of contending parties, in the efforts of
courage, and in the exercife of talents.
Some may be inclined to think a Maroon
infurre&tion a petty warfare of untkilful
negroes; but I believe that the officers

who
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who ferved in this campaign will allow that
the events of it, and the tatics oppofed
to them, if not fo grand as thofe that fll
the Grecian and Roman Pages of hiftory,
were at leaft as fingular and embarrafling
as any that were prefented to the mind by
the enormous armies that, about the fame
time, extended from one end of Europe to
the other.” A {mall body of negroes defied
the choiceft troops of one of the greateft
nations in the world, kept an extenfive
country in alarm, and were at length
brought to {urrender, only by means of a
{ubvention ftill more extraordinary than
ghan their own mode Of warfare.

The caufes of the Maroon infurre@ion
are to be fought in events and objeéts
more remote and more ferious than the:
occurrence whizh immediatety preceded
their taking up arms. That occurrence
will be ftated in its proper place; but I
fhall firft trace the real fources of that un-
fortunate war, and fhow the progrefs of

the
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the {pirit that led to it. I fay unfortunate
war, not on account of the’ immediate idue
of it, which, it is well known, was favour-
able to the colony, but on account of the
lofs of the worthy and gallant men that fell
in it, and of the remoter confequences of
it to a body of people who, however efta-
blithed in the country, or defeive in
civilization, had rendered fervices to the
colonifts, to whom they had been, in fome
refpeéts, a ufeful people for a long feries
of years.

Little attention had been paid to the
{pirit of the treaties made on the furrender
of the Maroons in the years 1738 and
1739. They had been f{uffered to indulge
in idle excurfions through the country, in
{mall parties, without their officers or any
refponfible man, under the various pretexts
of feeking for run-away flaves, trading in
tobacco, and vending the produés of their
hunting and fowling. Opportunities were
thus afforded them of having an intercourfe

with
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with the flaves; among whom they fre-
quently formed temporary connexions with
the women, and of courfe had children on
fome of the planters eftates in a ftate of
flavery. It thould feem natural; that a free
negro would wifh to place his offspring
in a fituation fimilar to his own - but little
was to be apprehended on this account ;
for it is a fac which will appear incredible
to thofe who are unacquainted with the
_chara&ter and difpofition of negroes, that
they rarely felt any fuch defire in favour
of their children ; but notwithftanding this,
the influence of women over them, as over
more civilized people, being very great, it
is evident that one part of the duty of 3
Maroon was likely to be counteracted, He,
who conneéted himfelf with a2 woman whofe
brother, fifter, or other relations, were fu-
gitives, would probably be tempted to re-
mit his purfuit of them, and even to favour
their concealment. This was found to
have been the cafe in fome inftances, and
it is wonderful that it did not happen more

12 fre-
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frequently. The general animofity betwéeri
the Maroons and the flaves, refulting from
the office of the former in apprehending
the latter, (an office which it was their
intereft to perform,) had been invariably
maintained from the time of their treaty ;
yet ftill it is furprifing that the intercourfe
mentioned, did not in half a century ex-
tinguith that animofity, and, by uniting
their affeGions, place the fugitive in fafety.
But whether owing to the fuperior in-
fluence of the Maroon women, to the love
of gain, to their thinking more highly
of themfelves, and knowing that the flaves
confidered them as their fuperiors, or
whatever caufe ; certain it is, that however
love might occafionally exert his power,
a general fpirit of amity never took rife
among them, and as diftin& bodies they
remained the moft determined foes.

It was a fortunate circumftance that the
Maroons, valuing the freedom they poffeffed
them{elves, were totally indifferent to that

| of
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of their children born flaves, whofe fitua-
tion as to comfort and happinefs they
confidered equal to their own ; for had the
natural affeion been as powerful in thefe
cafes as in others, there is no knowing to
what lengths it might have carried them,
But in this deficiency of nature they are
not fingular; for, as I have before told
you, the white people on eftates have as
many f{able wives as they pleafe, and change
them as often as they pleafe; and there
are few properties in the Weft Indies on
which families of mulattoes have not been
left by each {ucceeding overfeer and book-
keeper. A father parts for life with his
child, whom in its very birth he configns

to flavery, with as much indifference as
with his old fhoes,

But although the finer feelings had pro-
duced no effe& on the Maroons, indulgence
in wandering from place to place had
among many of them gradually induced
habits of idlenefs, which it was the intereft

10 of
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of the ifland to check by firi& meafures,
and by enforcing a rigid adherence to the
{pirit of the treaties. The neceflity of this
was at length obferved, but perhaps too
late ; and fome laws, which I have men-
tioned in the preceding letter, were enacted
refpecting the Maroons. Such were the
remote caufes of the Maroon infubordina- .
tion, and I fhall prefently detail the more
immediate ones; but firft let me ftate, that
from the time the Maroons were eftablithed
as a free body, no difpute had arifen with
them till the year 1773, when, fome fur-
veyors being employed to mark the lines
of the adjoining patents, or grants of crown-
lands, for the purpofe of determining the
boundaries of their 1500 acres conceded
by treaty to them, they took alarm, fup-
poling an encroachment to be made on
their territory, and threatened the fur-
veyors. They proceeded however to no
outrage, but applied to their Superintendant
to write to fome gentlemen in whom they
“had confidence, to come and fee jufiice
done
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done to them. 'Thofe gentlemen imme-
diately went to them, and remained in their
town till the matter was juftly and fatis-
faCorily fettled. From that period no new
altercation took place till the YRati1 7915

As

* In April 1774, a party of windward Maroons, headed
by Captain Davy, Chief of Scots Hall, with Captain Bennet
Smith and the Rangers, after {couring the heights of Hell-
fhire, in the Parifh of St. Catherine, in fearch of run-aways,
embarked in hoats to fearch Pigeen-Ifland and the Keys off
Old Harbour. A While there, the Maroons imprefled, from
what caule is uncertain, with an apprehenfion that a plan
was in agitation to carry them off the ifland, but perhapg
inflamed by liquor ; and finding ten or twelve fail of mer-
chantmen lying in the harbour within the Keys, landed
at the wharf of a gentleman named Thompfon, and in a
‘moft outrageous manner cut and maimed one of his ne-
groes, who being at work upon the wharf challenged as a
run-away, and afked who was his mafler, had anfwered
that he fhould not tell, but that there was his maliter,
pointing to Mr. Thompfon, a little way off in his Piazza.
An outcry being raifed on this outrageous aét of Captain
Davy’s, a captain of a fhip ftanding near, calling out to
Mr. Thompfon that the Maroons were killing his negro,
he ran to the wharf. In a ftruggle between Davy and one
of the mafters of the merchantmen, Davy’s gun flipt down,
which Mr. Thompfon fecured ; and on Davy’s flight, and
not returning when called to, Mr. Thompfon, to intimidate
him, fired the gun over his head. Ot this, Sam Grant,
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As the chief immediate caufe of the
Maroon rebellion hinged on the efteem and

a Charles Town Maroon, running out of a houfe, fired at
Mr. Thompfon, who was faved by a negro that accidentally
ftept in between them, and was fhot dead. Sam Grant
immediately ran up the road, reloading his piece as he
went, calling out for an abfconded and {ecreted Maroon
named Mac Guire. All this happened in fight of the
people in the few fcattered houfes at this place, and a
company of foldiers ftationed there, paft whom Grant flew,
followed by a mulatto boy, calling out “ murder, ftop’
him.”” In this manner Grant was purfued for a mile, when
Captain Townfhend, of a Briftol fhip, an aétive young man,
from a houfe above, crofled the road with a loaded whip to
ftop Grant, whom he faw endeavouring to efcape. The
Maroon defited him to let him pafs, faying, ¢ I don’t want
to hurt you.” This being refufed, the latter, with his
gun refting upon his arm bent, difcharged it, and killed
‘Captain Townfhend upon the fpot. Grant efcaped to
Scots Hall, where on a trial held on him by the Maroons
there, he was declared guilty, and fent down to Spanifh
Town to take his trial. It will fcarcely be doubted that
every point was firetched in Grant's favour, when it is
known that he was acquitted upon @ doubt of his intention
to murder, on difcharging his gun in the unufual pofition of
placing 1t acrofs his arm bent, although the muzzle of the
piece nearly touched Captain Townfhend’s thumb, which
it blew off, and could not have been of courfe three feet
from his throat, where the charge entered. This Sam Grant

is at this time Major of Maroons, and Chief Commander at:
Charles Town.
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“affe@ion of the inhabitants of Trelawney
Town for their Superintendant, I muft
here make you acquainted with his' cha-
racter. About the year 1763, the Gover-
nor of Jamaica, the Hon. W. Henry Lit-
tleton, in confequence of a warm recom-
mendation, appointed John James to be
the Superintendant of Trelawney Town.
He was the fon of John James, who we may
remember was, previous to the treaty with
Cudjoe, Captain of the corps of Rangers ;
and their moft formidable, a&ive, and enter-
prifing enemy: a man who, from the many
dangers to which he had expofed himfelf
in the firlt war, was by them confidered
as invulnerable by balls, and poflefling an
Obeah-prote€ting power againft bullets *,
The
® In the infurreGtion of the Coromantee flaves in the
year 1766, a fimilar p;'eju&ice was manifefted in relpe to
a gentleman of the parifh of St. Mary’s, whofe name was
Sholto Douglas, a man defcended from a noble family in
Scotland, and who had long refided in Jamaica, univerfally
efteemed and beloved. He had purchafed a large parcel
of flaves, who, in conjun&@ion with others brought with

them from Africa, had been prevailed upon to rife and kily
K 2 the
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The father had alfo been Superintendant,
and no man, his fon excepted, ever pof-

the white people. M. Douglas was efteemed by them a

very good malter. Havfng acquired fome knowledge of the

Coromantee language, he was in the habit of talking fami-

liarly and pleafantly with them, and generally fhook hands

with them at meeting. his conduét naturally creating

attachment, his negroes felt a compunétion in joining in an

infurre§tion while he was alive, but the influence of their

countrymen prevailed, and they refolved on putting him

to death; but how, was the queftion: for bis fuperior

knowledge, and the appearauce of his countenance (his hair

and eyes being uncommonly light, and his fpe&acles which

he wore on account of the fhortnefs of his fight being
gencrally on) had imprefled their minds with an idea of his

being a white Obeal man, and that neither knife, bill, nor axe,

could cut his flefh, or fever his head from his body. It

was therefore determined to waylay him on his return from

Spanifh Town, in a fhort route he ufually took through his

negro provifion-grounds, where he was expe&ed on a certain

day. One or two of the negroes were to go forwards and

meet him : on his putting out his hand to fhake hands with

them, they were to drag him off his horfe, and the reft of
the gang were to run up and aflilt in ewringing off his head

fince no weapon could penetrate his flelh. They had
actually proceeded to the fpot propofed, but fome pros
vidential occurrence detained Mr. Douglas in town till he
heard of the infurretion, and he returned home by a dif-
ferent road from that in which the negroes expeéted him,

This projet was made known by the confeffion of one of
the men engaged in it, on his being tried for rebellion, and
condemned.

{fefled
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fefled fo great a degree of influience over
the Maroons. The high opinion they
entertained of the father’s bravery and
altivity defcended to the fon, in whom
they beheld all they fo much refpeced and
admired in their old enemy, and friendly
Superintendant.  As they fuppofed the _
former invulnerable, they deemed the latter
invincible. ' Nature never produced a form
more calculated for vigour and a&ivity.
Barefoot, he equalled the fpeed of the har-
dieft Maroons over rocks and precipices,
darting on with an agility peculiar to him-
{elf. He was indefatigable in every pur-
fuit to which the Maroons were accuftomed,
and nothing that he purfued efcaped him.
Hunting the wild boar had been his earlieft
amufement and employment. His con-
ftitution of courfe was vigorous, and his
body hardened ; and with thele he poflefled
an intrepidity of mind that feemed to court
danger. 'When dreadful difputes took
place among the Maroons, their cutlafles
brandifhed againft one another, and ferious
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mifchief likely to enfue, he would run
among the thickeft of them, knock down
the molt refralory, put them into irons,
and afterwards punith them. In thefe cafes
they would often themfelves determine the
_punithments to be inflited, which being
too fevere, he was obliged to exert his
aiuthority to mitigate. They loved, vene-
rated, and feared him. He arranged and
fettled their accounts for their labour, ad-
jufted differences, and neither fuffered them
to be impofed upon, nor to impofe upon
others. Had he been born a Marcon, he
could not have been better acquainted with
their chara&er, difpofition, and prejudices.
- If he could not boaft of the greater re-
finements of education, he had fufficient
to be fully competent to the bufinefs of his
oifice, in which a knowledge of accounts
was neceflary; and if his talents were not
thofe that might have been expeced, had
his mind been more cultivated, they were
fuch as well {uited his employment. Al-
though at-times {eemingly ferocious, he pofz-

fefled
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fefled an excellent difpofition and forbearing
temper, particularly ‘in the company of
gentlemen with whom he frequently affo-
ciated, being himfelf of one of the beft
families in the ifland, and a man of inde-
pendent fortune. In the year 1791 he
was appointed Superintendant-General over
the whole of the Maroon Towns in the
ifland, with the rank of Major, and his fon
appointed to a& under him in Trelawney
Town. Such was Major John James, of

whom it was neceflary to fpeak thus par-
ticularly. \

For upwards of thirty years after the
treaty with the Trelawney Maroons, a fuc-
ceflion of Captains, from old Cudjoe to the
death of Furry, as I have before obferved,
exercifed a defpotic anthority over them,and
fupported the Superintendants, whenever
they thought it neceflary to enforce their
commands. After Furry’s death, the re-
fpe& attached to the office of Chief Ma-
roon-Captain gradually declined, and at

K 3 length
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lerigth entirely funk into the thew of a few
exterior ceremeonies. Old Montague was the
laft Captain of Trelawney Town. He wore
a gaudy, laced, red coat, and a gold-laced hat
with a plufne of feathers. None but their
captains and officers fat in his prefence,
except upon the ground. He was the
firft helped at meals; no woman ate with
him; and he was waited on by the young
men. He prefided in the councils, and
exercifed an authoritative tone of voice te
enforce order, which, hewever, he feldom
effeted ; for he was, in fa@, confidered in
no better light than as an old woman, but
to whom the fhadow of refpe& was to be
paid, as he bore the title of Chief,

For a time the expiring authority of the
Chiefs feemed transferred to their Super-
intendant, Major John James, with double
vigour, which increafed while he continued
in the office; and when he abandoned it,
he retained their affe@ion. He and his
family were confidered by the Maroons

as
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as having a kind of hereditary right to the
fuperintendancy over them. It was not
by refignation that he quitted it. He had
held that of Trelawney Town for many
years ; and, it is certain, executed the
duties of his office with diligence and pro-
priety, till his attention was called from
1t by concerns that required the greater
part of his time. 'When, therefore, the
law of refidence was enforced, he com-
plained of the infufficiency of the falary
annexed to his office, and paid no regard
to that law, being engaged in the fettle=
ment of an eftate at the diftance of twenty-
five miles from the Maroon town. At
length the Maroons, who were delighted
to have him with them, became difcon-
tented with his abfence, and for feveral
years, during the feflions of the Houfe of
Aflembly, preferred repeated complaints
againft him. He certainly had no defire
to lofe his appointment; but influenced
by profpeds of more fubftantial advantage,
or indulging in amufements, for he was

ne
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no enemy tq diffipation and pleafure, he
perfifted in abfenting himfelf from his
place of duty, and the Houfe of Aflembly
being no longer able to overlook his
neglect, he was removed from his office of
Superintendant-General, and his fon from
the fuperintendency of Trelawny Town;

to the latter of which Captain Crafkell was
appointed.

Captain Crafkell was an officer in the
regular fervice, fon of the former engineer
of the ifland of Jamaica, and a very re-
putable young man. Were the propriety of
the appointment to have been determined
by character alone, he would have had
no occafion to fear a comparifon; but,
unfortunately, in a competition of general
talents for an adminiftration of fo fingular
a kind,* he funk before his predeceflor into
a comparative infignificance. - The Ma-
roons became uneafy at the meafures they
had taken againft Major James; for their
objet had been to compel him to the

refidence
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refidence required by law, and not to have
had him fuperfeded : they fincerely loved
him ; no other appointment could fatisfy
them while he lived ; and they faw, with re-
gret, the remedy that had been the refult of
their application to the Houfe of Affembly.
They contrafted, according to their judg- -
ment, the abilities and habits of James and
Crafkell ; and as the former rofe in their
eftimation, the latter fell into contempt.
What offers might have induced Major
James to continue in the difcharge of the
office with his fon under him, cannot be
alcertained ; but it was undoubtedly the
intereft of the ifland to humour prejudices
which bad grown up through the laxity of
difcipline, and which no pains had been
taken to reQlify. James was fore at the
deprivation of the oflice, and it was re-
gretted by the whole country; but the
meafure was deemed unavoidable. Had
it been confiftent with propriety, and with
the dignity of the Legiflature, to recede
from the determination they had been

com-
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compelled to adopt, Major James might
have been {uffered to remain Superin-
tendant-General, to be called upon only
as it fhould have been found needful ; but
fuch a conceffion, even allowing that it
would have averted the ftorm, of which his
removal was the chief and immediate
caufe, could not poflibly be expe@ed, nor
can the wifel human forefight always
fuggeft the fureft expedients of ceunter-
alling the hidden evils of futurity.

From the appointment of Captain Craf-
kell, the infubordination of the Maroons,
which had been gradually taking place
fince James’s derelition of his duty, and
the fucceflion of unqualified Chief Cap-
tains, unable to enforce authority without
his affiftance, began rapidly to increafe.
The weight of influence fell into the hands
of feven or cight of the inferior Captains,
who were unalterably attached to James,
and whom nothing fhort of his re-appoint-
ment would fatisfy. Thefe frequently

vilited
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vifited him, complained of Crafkell’s being
unfit for the command, and made com-
parifons highly gratifying to James, whofe
language, it is faid, contributed more to
irritate, than appeafe their difcontent. Ie
might, perhaps, have felt an illaudable
gratification in thefe petty triumphs, the
confequences of which he did not forfee;
but he muft be entirely acquitted of the
flighteft delign of promoting a rebellion,
the fuccefs of which, had it been pofiible,
muft have ruined him and every part of
his family, with the reft of the colonifts.
The {ole object the Maroons had now in
view, was the reftoration of Major James.
The whole of their refraGory condu,
their violence and infolence, had no other
tendency, and fhewed their anxiety to
effe& it. This it was that fuggefted their
murmurs for the want of land, and their
complairit of the treatment they received
from the white people; and this it was
that led to the feizing of an occafion to
difmifs their new Superintendant.

5 In
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In the month of April 1795, Lord Bal-
carres, who, as we have already {een, was
appointed to fucceed Sir Adam William{on
as Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica, ar-
rived in the ifland ; and the landing of that
nobleman, in whom civil and military
talents were known to be happily blended,
afforded a joyous prefage of the future
fecurity and welfare of the country, not-
withftanding the horrid war that was then
defolating the neighbouring ifland of St
Domingo; where the negroes had been
driven into arms by the French Govern-
ment, in {fupport of dotrines unfounded in
nature, and peculiarly hoftile and defruc-
tive to the order and well-being of every
Weft Indian colony; and from which it
was of the higheft importance to preferve
thofe of Great Britain. His Lordfhip
would, no doubt, have confidered himfelf

happy, had his talents been required only
for the defence of the ifland from external

foes; but the dawn of his adminiftration
was clouded with appearances of internal

2 com-
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commotions; for, fo early as the middle of
July, the Maroons drove their Superin-

tendant from the town. . This was the firft
decided ac of their rebellion *.

Captain Crafkell, compelled to retire,
went, however, no farther than Vaughan{-
field, a place, as we’ have feen, at the
diftance of a mile and a half from Tre-
lawney Town ; whither the Maroons, on
the 17th, difpatched thirty-nine of their
men, with their officers, to warn him
not to return to their town, and to defire
him to acquaint the white people that
they were ready. for them, and that if the

whites did not come to them they would
come to the whites.

On the 18th, the Magiftrates of the
parifh of St. James’s wrote a letter to Lord
Balcarres, informing him that a ferious

difturbance was likely to break out imme-
" % Votes of the Houfe of Affembly of Jamaica,.—Ap<

pendix, No. 2.
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diately among the Maroons ; that they had
driven their Superintendant away, threat-
ened to deftroy fome neighbouring planta-
tions with the white inhabitants on them;
called in their people, and fent their wo-
men into the woods; and that they de-
figned to kill their cattle and their children
who might be an incumbrance to them;
that the caufe of the difturbance was the
inflicting the punithment of flogging on
two Maroons, who had been convicted on
the evidence of two white people of kill-
ing tame hogs ; that the Maroons expected
to be joined by thofe of Accompong
Town, and by fome flaves; and that at-
tacks were expected by two parties in the
parifhes of Trelawney and St. James’s. In
giving this information, the Magiftrates
requefted a detachment of horfe to be fent
for the proteGtion of the country.

The whole caufe of the Maroon revolt

has been attributed to their refentment for
¥ the
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the flogging of two of their people®, It
appeared afterwards, that thefe were per-
fons of no confideration among them, and
that but for the occafion afforded them of
a pretence for complaining, they would
themfelves have hanged them without cere-
mony. The two men had, been found
guilty of theft, and punifhed before the
flaves in the common workhoufe, by a
rundway negiro who had formerly beer
taken by them; an a& certainly impolitic.
As the culprits went through the town
and plantations they were laughed at,

hifled, and hooted by the flaves: the more

* In the debate on this fubje&, in'the Houfe of Com-
mons, Mr. Bryan Edwards fays: < Concerning the origin
of the war, the cafe was this: two of the Maroons having
been guilty of a felony in the T'own of Montego Bay, by
itealing from a poor man two of his pigs, were tried ace
cordfng to law, and according to the very letter of their
treaty, and {entenced to receive a few lathes 2t a cart’s tail.
The fentence was mild, and the punifhment not fevere 3
but the whole body of the Trelawney Town Maroons, in
revenge for the indignity offered to two of their number,
mmmediately took to arms, and foon afterwards attually
procecded to {ct fire to the plantations.”’~Parl, Dedates.
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difcontented part of the Maroons feized
upon the tranfation as a reafonable ground
for manifefting the temper they were in,
and proceeded accbrding‘y to difmifs Cap-
tain Crafkell. The intelligence given to
the Lieutenant-Governor refpe@ing the
intended jun&ion of the Maroons of Ac-
compong Town, and of the preparatory
meafures taken by thofe of Trelawney Town,
was more the refult of alarm than of in-
quiry: no fuch meafures were taken, nor
did the Accompongs ever teftify any inten-
tion of joining the others, as will be feen
in the fequel. The Trelawney Maroons had
long manifefted their dilcontent againft the
Accompongs, for not yielding to them the
original treaty made with Cudjoe, which
they claimed the right of keeping. About
this time it was again {ent for, to be thown
if neceflary, and was given by the Accom-
pongs, but never returned to them.

On the day that the magiftrates of St,
James’s wrote to the Licutenant-Governors

they
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theyalfo fent a meflage to the Maroons, pro-
pofing that four of their juftices fhould meet
four chofen Maroons on the next day to fettle
all differences *. To this an infolent anfwer
was returned in the following words: “ The
Maroons wifhes nothing elfe from the
country but battle ; and they defires not to
fee Mr. Crafkell up here at all. So they
are waiting every moment for the above
on Monday. @8 This was figned Colonel
Montague,®8izd all the reft; and in a poft-
{eript was added, “ Mr. David Schaw will
fee you on Sunday morning for an anfwer,
They will wait till Monday nine o’clock;
and if they don’t come up they will come
down themfelves.” This curious epiftle,
it was afterwards well known, was diGated
by a few drunken Maroons, to a poor
ignorant white man without the concurrence
of old Montague, who was then fick and
abl:ent; nor was it known to one-tenth
part of the people: and I muft not omit

* Votes of the Houle of Aflfembly.
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to fay, that the principal men among the
Maroons have ever denied that they volun<
tarily entered into a rebellion againft the
authority of the Govetnment, declaring
they were forced into hoftilities on a prin-
ciple of felf-prefervation, being perfuaded,
from the fubfequent condu& of the white
people, that their deflrution was deter-
‘mined. Be this as it may, a turbulent
fpirit had been evinced @oong them,
to fubdue which firmnefs wa#8 neceflary.
While therefore fome headftrong Maroons
were ufing a foldier of Captain Crafkell’s
ill, and compelling him to write to his
commander, that it was too late to do any
thing good, and that they wanted nothing,
having got plenty of powder and ball, the
Trelawney militia moved up to Green-Vale,
a penn at the foot of the mountains leading
to the Maroon Town, about three miles
diftant, and of moft difhicult accefs. Mr,
Tharp, the Cuftos of the parifh, and feveral
other gentlemen, accompanied the corps.
As they approaclred the hill, they ob-
: I ferved
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{erved a fingle man winding along the ac-
clivities with aftonifhing agility, and bran-
difhing a lance to thow that he had no other
arms. ‘This was a Maroon Captain of the
name of Smith, a young fellow of exquifite
fymmetry, whofe limbs united all that was
requifite both for ftrength and activity -
the fuperiority of his gait, as he defcended
the fide of the mountain, and the wild
grace with which he flourifhed the lance
over his head, excited the higheft admira-
tion, ' He approached the Cuftos, and de-
livered a letter to him, in which he was
requefted to proceed to the town, accom-
panied by Mr.Gallimore, Mr. Knowles, Mr.
Galloway, and Mr. Stewart*. The invitation
was accepted, and thefe five gentlemen went
forward to Trelawney Town, where they

* In the hafty ftatement publifhed by Edwards, he mif-
took the perfons who went to this conference: nor were
they accompanied, as he fays, by General Reid and Major
James, who had previoufly gone to Trelawney Town ; and
it appears by the letter of the Cuftos, written on his paflage

to England, that the fending for the gentlemen mentioned
yas by the advice of Major James,

Lz found
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found General Reid, Mr. Mowat, and
Major James, their late Superintendant.

The Maroons had prepared for this
meeting, and received their vifitors under
arms, not however in the manner of a
regular army, but with an apparent fero-
city, wild manceuvres, and evolutions little
{uited to a delib:rate and free difcuffion ;
nor indeed could the fecene be viewed
without a degree of alarm. Some of the
Maroons had been qualifying themfelves,
as they often did on great occafions, with
a fuificiency of rum, with which they
had been abundantly fupp]ie‘d by intimi-
dated perfons in the neighbourhood willing

to fecure their favour.

After much clamour, it was fettled that
one ‘of their captains, named John Jarrett,
by no means the lealt violent, {hould mo-
derate his voice, and deliver him{elf in fuch
a manner as to enable one of the gens
tlemen to write down what the Maroons

12 wifhed
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wifthed to fay. - This being reduced into
fome form, the grievances they complained

of appeared to be as follows:

1. An infringement of their treaty by
the magiftrates of Montego Bay, in cauling
the punithment of whipping to be infliGed
on fome of their people by the hand of a
flave,

2. That the land originally granted them
for their fubfifteice was worn out, and
being not {ufficient for their fupport, they
required an additional quantity, faying that
the penns of {everal fettlers in the neigh-
bourhood would fuit them.,

3. That Captain Crafkell, their Super-
intendant, was, on account of his timidity,
unqualified for his office; and as they had
experienced the difpofition and abilities of
Major James, they were defirous of his
re-appointment, and averle to receiving any
other,

L 4 - Other
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Other matters were alfo alleged by them
as grievances, but which they were in-
duced to relinquith, on condition that the
. gentlemen prefent would confider them-
felves as pledged to obtain redrefs for what
was fpecified in this ftatement from the
Houfe of Affembly, who were to meet early
in the enfuing month: at the fame time
they thowed a firmnefs of determination to
purfue their obje& till thefe claims were
fatisfied. 'The gentlemen promifed that
their caufes of complaint fthould be inquired
into by the Legiflature, in order te be
redrefled, |

The Maroon fpeaker, after expatiating
on the infufficiency of their lands, the
inability of Crafkell, and the qualities' of
James, without whofe re-appointment they
could not be fatisfied, exclaimed: “ You
are our Tattas (that is, Fathers), we your
children ; our fituation, and the fuperiority
we have in this country, we derive from
our connexion with you; but when we

do
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do the duty required of us for thefe ads
vantages, do not fubje& us to infult and
humiliation from the very people to whom
we are {et in oppofition*.” He concluded
by relating the triumph and language of
the negro who flogged the men, and who
was a {lave whom they had previoufly

taken up and lodged in the workhoufe for

punithment. The flaves of courfe, fays . fh)
one of the planters T, made ufe of fuch an
opportunity to revenge themfelves on the

Maroons. il

The Maroons being foothed by the pro- B
mifés they had received, and the media- it
tors being relieved from the apprehenfions bl
caufed by the mode of their reception, the | :1
latter affented to the reafonablenels || of the
complaint of the former, engaging to ufe it
all their influence to promote their withes.
Pleafed at the refult of the vifit, or with a

® Votes of the Houfe of Affembly. 4 Id.  § Id. ;
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view of farther infuring the fatisfaion
that appeared, it entered the mind of one
of the mediators to propofe a colleion
of money among themfelves, for the people
with whom they had come to mediate, and
‘each gave fomething, except the gallant -
Colo:iel Gallimore. He faw in fuccefs,
- obtained by tumult and violence, and in
rewards beftowed on infolence, the feeds of
future turbulence; therefore, inftead of
producing his purfe, he took from his
pocket fome bullets, and fhowing them,
faid : “ This is the reward you deferve,
and no other coin fhall you get from me.”
In the evening the mediators left Trelawney
Town, hoping they had for a time, at leaft,
tranquiliized the Maroons. .

However fatisfied the vifitors were with
the iffue of their vifit; the public mind was
not {o eafily pacified in the capital, where
a diverfity of opinion arofe refpeting the
condu& to be purfued towards the Ma-
roons, ~ General Palmer, of the parith of

St,
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St. James’s, wrote a letter to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, recommending, in the
name of a meeting affembled on the occa-
fion, a compliance | with their demands;
and, in a {econd letter, urged the re-
inftatement of Major James and his fon¥,
Mr. Tharp, one of the great proprietors,
and then Cuftos of the parith of Tre-
lawney, who, fince the meeting he attended
in Trelawney Town as Mediator, had
joined the fleet about to {ail for Europe,
alfo recommended temporizing and acqui-
efcing in the demands made, as they were
realonable. In a letter written the day
before he left the ifland, aiter imputing
the rebellion of the Maroons to the im-
proper conduct of the Magiftrates of St.
James’s, and a few trifling caufes of dif- |
content, he declared he was confident that
hoftilities would have ' commenced fome
days before, without {pecifying what pre-
yented their taking place ; but ftating, that

* Votes of the Houfe of Affembly.
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he believed Crafkell, from what he under-
ftood, to be unfit for the office of Super-
intendant ; that Major James was the idol
of the Maroons, and that nothing léefs than
his re-appointment would fatisfy them *,

Soon after the departure of the Cuftos
for England, where he had eftates that
required his care, the Maroon affairs af-
fumed a better afpe, and his judgment
refpecting the influence of thefe dreaded
mountainers over the flaves, which, in his
opinion, would bring ruin on all, appeared
to have been haftily formed; for neither
the plantation-negroes, nor the other
bodies of Maroons, difcovered the flighteft
defign of fupporting them. On the con-
trary, thofe who were the moft fufpe&ted,
the Accompongs, publicly teftified their
difapprobation of the condu& of the people
of Trelawney Town, declaring that they had
a Superintendant (Captain Forbes) whom

* Votes of the Houfe of Affembly.
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they loved, and whofe advice they weré
tefolved to follow*. They immediately
made a formal renewal of their compa&
with the whites, rendering the ceremony
more folemn by the baptifm of all the
younger Maroons. Some of the planta-
tion-negroes in the neighbourhood about
this time 'preferring complaints -againft
their overfeers, their condu& was at firlt
tonftrued as taking advantage of the fitua~
tion of things: but no alarm from the
oeneral conduct of the flaves could be
juftified, for never was a fpirit of order
and obedience more obfervable among the
negroes than at this period. Even Edwards,
who charges the Maroons with an early
fedu@ion of the flaves, fays ; “ Happily the
clafs of people on whom they relied for
{fupport, remained peaceably difpofed ; nor
did an inftance occur to raife a doubt of

their continuing todo fo.” Neither did the

# Votes of the Houfe of Aflembly,
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planters attribute the difcontents exprefled
on the plantations in the vicinity, to the
influence of the Maroons; on the contrary,
one of them * fays, *“ What check have
we fo effeGual as the Maroons?’ and
mentions this as 2 motive for fettling with
them without hoftility ; at the fame time
recommending the recolle&tion that, in the
rebellion of 1766, the Marocons brought in
the head or perfon of every {lave in rebel~

lion, in the fpace of one month.

Finding that, far from being {upported,
they were upbraided by the Accompongs,
the Trelawney Town Maroons had leifure
to refie& on the infolence of their condu&,

and after {fome days evinced a lefs in--

tractable difpofition. On the 26th of July,
information was received from a white
man who had been at their town, that
they were peaceable, and faid they would
be fatished, as Crafkell was removed, if

* Votes of the Houfe of Aflembly.
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they were left alone*. It appeared clearly
that the Maroons were divided among
themfelves ; that the milder and more
numerous part were kept in awe by the
{maller and more violent, who were the
younger. It was evident, too, that they
were now in a ftate of repentance; for, in an
account fent on the 28th by Major James,
who had been requefted to remain among
them till the bufincfs was arranged by the .
Executive Power, they were ftated to be in fo
humiliating a condition, as to be ready to ac-
cede to whatever might be requefted of them.
One of them was in irons, by his order,
for an impertinent expreflion, and the
body of Maroons offered to facrifice him
rather than aggravate their offence: it
was alflo determined among them, that fix
of their principal officers fhould go the
next day to make a fubmiffion, and ob-
tain a paflport from General Palmer to

Spanifh Town, to lay their complaints

* Votes of the Houfe of Aflembly.
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before the Governor, and fubmit thems -
{elves to him.

Thus affairs feemed to be in a train of
tranquillity ; and, indeed, {o confident was
Lord Balcarres of it that, on the militia
being permitted by their commander to
go home, and on the reprefentation re-
ceived of the ftate of things, he difpatched
corders for the return of the troop of light
dragoons that had been fent from Spanifh
Town, and fuffered the 83d regiment of
foot, which he had before exprefsly de-
tained, to fail for St. Domingo under
convoy of the Swccefs frigate. He alfo
{ent orders for Captain Crafkell to repair
to Spanith Town, and directed that the
Chief Captains of the Maroons thould pro-
ceed to Town by the 31ft of July to
make their {ubmiffion. In confequence of
which, though the order arrived too late
to be obeyed firictly, fix Captains of the
greateft influence fet out for Spanifh

Town.
Havin‘g
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. Having brought you to a fair profpe&
of tranquullity, I fhall conclude this Letter
with.a few obférvations on the complaints
and demands made by the Maroons, and
on the motives. that induced fome of the
great, preprietors, to with an accommoda-
tion with them as {peedily as poffible.

The'punithment of the two Maroon de-
linquents, once convi&ted, was certainly no
violation of the treaty, the offeace for which
they fuffered having been committed againft
a planter, Whether the mode of it be jufti-
fiable, is another queftion. The Maroons
were free men, and punithments infliGed
upon them fhould have been executed by
the legal officer of the Government, They
were flogged by the workhoufe driver, a
flave hired by the mafter of the work-
houfe, at the expence of the parith, for
the purpofe of punithing flaves. The mode,
then, offnﬁi&ing the punithment, afforded
fome legal footiﬁg'for the infubordin‘atioa
of the Maroons to raft upon, but it wag

+VoL. L. M not
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not a grievance that would of itfelf have
produced fuch turbulent effe@s; for, ‘zil'-
though they were piqued at fome ex-
preflions by which the flaves vented their
hatred and {pleen, th'p obje&ts were fuch
notorious bad chara&ers that the*Maroons
did not wifh to ¢onfider them as belong-
ing to their town, where they had not
been for a confiderable time, and where
they had neither houfe, provifion-ground,

nor friend: one of them was not even
known by the name he had aflumed of
Peter Campbell. The Maroons often after-
wards declared, that they wifhed for per-
mifion to hang both of them, having
long confidered them as run-aways and

thieves.

The condué of the Maroons was ftill
lefs juftified on the plea of wantingt land
for their fupport. It was not long before,
that the Affembly, on a'{imilar complaift,
had ¢aufed their tra& to be furveyed and
examined, and had judged it to be adequate

6 o




: ( 163 )

to their fupport, notwithftanding their in-
creafe. Befides, they were aCtually tref-
paflers on the adjoining fettlers, who per-
mitted them to continue on fufferance :
and many of them lived at a great diftance
from their lands. The fa& therefore is,
that this demand of additional land, was
merely brought forward to fupport the
turbulent infubordination into which they
had been gradually falling, and which wwas
now breaking forth into exceffes.

The great and real caufe of their dif.
content was the lofs of Major James; but
even this caufe will not afford them a
juftification. The Government might
have inclined to gratify their prejudices
without being able to accomplith their
with; nor could it be expe@ed that any
man would, for life, devote himfelf ex-
clufively to an office that interfered with
the important interefls of his family. Tt
was an unwarrantable hope, {pringing
from unregulated paffions. |

M 2 | _ it
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It is evident then, notwithftanding the
opinion of the Mediators at Trelawney
Téwn, that they had no ground’of complaint
beyond the mode of mﬂlcur-g the punifh-
ment upon, the two criminals ;- that they
had no claims whatever; and that theilr
pretenfions and defites were urged in a
very uareafonable ‘manner. The great
anxiety therefore for an accommodation,
which was but too clearly manifefted, was
the refult of other motives than juftice
to the Maroons. It was the refult of ap-
prehenfion for the events that might be
the confequences of hoftilities with them.
Nor can it be wondered at, that a pacifica-
tion was anxionfly fought, when we find
that in that part of the country, there was
no military force to a& on the inftant; that
time was requifite to colle& the militia,
that there was an uncertainty in the minds
‘of the Magiftrates as to the difpofition of
the flaves, that the co-operation of the
other  Maroon towns was expeéted, that

wAa

the nature of Maroon warfare was dreaded,
- : e,
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and, above all, that fuch a. difturbance

would injure the credit of the ifland among

the mgpnied men in Great Britain*,

* Votes of the Houfe of Aflembly. See Appendix,
No. 2, for the Votes cited in this volume.
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LETTER VE

The Maroon Captains [et out for the Capital.—Alarm-
ing Reports.— Martial Law.— Murenfon’s Declara-
tion.—T he Lieutenant-Governor [ets out for Trelawwney.
—T he Succefs Frigate vecalled.—The Maroon Captains
arrefted.— Proclamation.—Pof at Wemyfs Caftle.—
Lord Balcarres eflablifbes bis  Head- Quarters at
Vaughan's Field.— State of the Maroons.— Fohnfon
and Smith called in.—Their Settlements burnt.—~—Sur-
vender of a fmall Body of Maroons.—Their Reception.
— Palmer and Paréinﬁn Jent back to Trelawney Town,

—The Maroon Towns burnt.—Ferment of the Pub-
lic. — Force colleited. — Commencement of Hoflilities.
— Colonel Sandford advamces to the Scite of the Old
Town. — Confequence. — Colonel Gallimore killed.—
The Maroons retire to Guthrie's Defile.— Pregrefs of ]
the War.—Dunbar, the Maroon.—The Troops take
Poffeffion of the Scite of the 0ld Town.—Chambers, the
Accompong, fbot.—A [elec? Party of young Men offer to
go in Purfuit of the Maroons.—Why réjeﬁed.—Major
Fames leads a Party fo the Entrance of Guthrie's
Defile.— Hg, is infulted by Miftake,

Ix the end of July all was peace, and
the humbled Maroons were direted to {fend
their
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their captains by the 31ft of the fame
month to Spanith Town, to make their
Tubmiffion *. This it was impoffible to com-
ply with, owing to a delay occafioned by
the meflenger who brought the difpatches;
put the Maroon captains came down as
{peedily as poffible, and proceeded on their
way to the Capital. In the meantime, the
public mind was confiderably agitated by
the affairs of St.-Domingo, by an appre-
henfion of the contagion of revolutionary
principles {preading to Jamaica, by a cur-
rency of vague reports refpe&ting French
agency 1n the ifland, and by a relu@ance
to {ending treops off the country at fo
alarming a juncture. It fhould feem that
the Commander in Chief was alfo aGuated
by thefe motives; and they were certainly
{ufficiently fubftantial to excite vigilance
and decifion. A council of war was ac-
cordingly held on the 3d of Auguft; the
members of which, confidering the flying
reports that Frenchmen and people of

* Votes qf the Aflembly.
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colour were confpiring: with the Maroons,
the danger of {fuffering the departure of the
troops. ready to {ail for St. Domingo, and
the -neceffity of juftifying Lord Balcarres
in detaining them, concurred in opinion
that it was requifite to eftablifh martial law 3
which was accordingly proclaimed.

That the detention of the troops was a
wife meafure, 1s not to be contravened;
but it cannot be denied that the South fide
of the ifland was alarmed by reports from
the North fide, of which the North fide
knew nothing ; and the North fide by re-
ports from the South fide, of which the
South fide knew nothing ; and, whatever
might have been ‘the intentions of the
revolutionary French, and no one will
doubt that they would have revolutionized
Jamaica had they been able, it does not
appear that any condu& of the Maroons,
fubfequent to their propofed fubmiffion,
juftified a fufpicion of their infincerity.
Indeed, all the evidence obtained refpecting
their offences, not only. related to paft

0 matier,
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matter, ot to matter {ubfequent to hofti-
lities, but was not depofed till fome weeks
after the declaration of martial law *; and
“the like may be obferved of all the evidence
relative to the defigns of the French. ‘They
were depofitions taken {fubfequently of con-
verfations and. yague notions of different
times prier to the departure of the' fix
captains from Trelawney Town, or of ex-
preflions ufed, and a&ls committed, after
their being thrown into irons,—The Ma=
roons never thought about the forces on
the illand, knew nothing of the intended
embarkation for St. Domingo, had not been
tampered with by the French, nor had they
themf{elves, at this time, tampered with the
flaves. A neglected, half wild body of
people ; . they were ready to be tumultuous
or {fubmiflive according to the afcendency
of their paflions. When cool, they would
grow enraged at the fight of Crafkell ; and
in the excels of rage and tumult, bands of

¥ Votes of the Affembly.
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them would become cool at the blows of
James.  ‘Thefe were not people to be plot-
ing deep confpiracies. They had ignorantly
braved the Government, and it was necef-
fary to make them feel their dependence :
they had felt it, and it became politic to
make them eafy and happy in that de-
pendence. The chief motives by which
the Council of War were influenced, muft’
undoubtedly have arifen from the appre-
henfion of a general infurre@ion among
L]

the flaves on revolutionary principles; an
apprehenfion which the very nature of the
French Revolation, more than the fufc
picious depofition of a French prifoner *,
| ' | juf-

* One Murenfon, who in a declaration and examination
taken en the 28th of Auguft, ftated that Fauchet, the
French agent at Philadelphia, had received orders to raife
as many men of colour as poﬁibl_e_, to be fent to Jamaica to
wrge the flaves to infurreétion, and that he had a&ed ac-
cordingly : that one hundred and fifty French agents had
been fent to Jamaica; that he was informed five French
men of colourthad gone to the Maroon Town ; that one of
the agents of colour faid he was the friend of one of the
chiefs of the Maroon negroes; that Fauchet affured him that

the French would land ten thoufand negroes at fome dif-
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juftified their entertaining, Onthefe grounds

they armed the Lieutenant-Governor with
the powers of martial law ; and on the 4_t‘hll
of Auguft his Honour left Spanifh Town
in order to take the lcomman.d of the troops
in perfon, in a quarter where the revolt
was expelted to brepk ont, Previous,
however, to his departure, hé difpa.t(ihed
an exprefs-boat after the Swuccefs frigate,
with orders for her to alter her courfe, and
convey the troaps to Montego Bay. The
boat came up with the frigate at the Faft
end of the ifland, and accordingly on the
day that Lord Balcarres left Spanith Town,
the 83d regiment, under the command of
Colonel Fitch, difembarked at the port ap-
pointed.

A

tance from Kingfton, with two mufkets and two broad{words

each, to be diltributed among the negroes in infurreion,
This declaration of Murenfon’s was made at a time when
the Maroon war was in its height. He afterwards contra-
dited it, faying he had made it with the view of being
liberated ; and in the end it turned out that not one of the
one hundred and fifty agents he fpoke of, as fent by Faus
chet, was ever feen. See Appendix, No. 2. Wil
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While thefe events were taking place;
the fix Maroon captains, having provided
themfelves with regular paffports from Ge-
neral Palmer, were proceeding on their
way to Sp.anifh Town; to make their {ub-
miflion. On their arrival at Landovery,
in the neighbourhood of St. Ann’s Bay,
a fmall town fituated nearly at an equal
diftance from Trelawney Town and Spanifh
Town, abeut fortyﬁﬁe miles from either,
they were ftopped, notwithftanding their
pafiports, and fecured by the commanding
officer of the militia, to wait the pleafure -
of the Governor; who, on their being
brought before him. in his way through
St. Ann’s, on the fifth of Auguft, ordered
them into irons. Lord Balcarres then con-
tinued his .route through Falmouth to
-f\/fontego Bay, where on the 8th he fent
a meflage to the Maroons, in which, after
upbraiding them for their condu&, and in~
forming them that the pafles to their town
were all occupied by troops, and that they
were furrounded by thoufands, he told them

13 . that
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that he had iffued a proclamation offering
a reward for their heads after the 12th of
Auguft, and adviled and commanded every
Maroon capable of bearing arms to appear
before him at- Montego Bay on that day,
to fubmit themfelves to his Majefty’s mercy,
enjoining and comimanding them at the
{fame time to bring in all the ftrange negroes
withthemas prifoners. This fummons being
difpatched, Colonel Sandford, with'one hun-
dred and thirty of the 18th and 20th Light
Dragoons, who had arrived in the parifh
of Trelawney on the 6th, took poft on the
oth, with fome militia, at Spring-Vale and
Wem'yfs Caftle, near the foot of the moun-
tain, about four miles North of the Maroon
Town, fending detachments to Parnaflus
and Blue Hole. To this party a number
of gentlemen attached themfelves in the
courfe of the next two days, confident that
fo formidable a force in the face "of the

Maroons would induce them to furrender,

The Commander in Chief had previouily
advanced with the 83d regiment, and efta-
blithed
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blithed his head-quarters at Vaughan’s Fiekf
which was, as I have already faid, a mile
and a half from the Maroon Town, having
ordered the militia to Kenfington, three
miles and a half in his rear, to afford pro-
teCting parties to the convoys of provi-
fions.

The decifion, altivity, and celerity of
thefe movemepts, which were the confe-
quence of martial law, augured well; and
had the fix Captains * arrefted at St. Aan’s
Bay, who certainly had the greateft control
over the Maroons, been brought to comi-
municate with them, no doubt a falutary
effe& would have been produced among
them. This expedient, however, was not
thought of, or was not deemed neceflary,
and a refort to the prowefs of the troops
confidered as the readieft and moft effe@tual
means. of complete fuccefs; Lord Balcarres

* They were called the Six Captains, but only four of
them were captains; the two others were men of the greateft
dnfluence. |

being
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being determined to crufh this rebellion id
its birth*, Indeed, after the fupport his
Lordfhip had received from the Legiflaturs,
he confidered all temporizing as loft time,
and leading to dangerous confequences.
It will be no deprecigion of this energy
of [pirit to oblerve, that Lord Balcarres
muft have been entirely unacquainted
with the Maroon mode of war, and the
nature of the ground that was to be the
{cene of a&tion: it was therefore natural
that he fhould defpife the refiftance that
two or three hundred uneducated Maroons
could oppofe to the dilcipline and valour
of from twelve to fifteen hundred regular
troops then at his command, fupported by
feveral thoufands of militia, called inte
altive fervice by the proclamation of martial

Jaw.

The Maroons were now much divided,
and different opinions arofe, the elder and
milder people inclining to an immediate,

* Votes of the Affembly.
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fubmiffion, which was oppofed by the
younger and more irritable. Thefe urged
the breach of faith in the detention of the
fix Captains as a reafon to believe that
none would be obferved to themfelves, and
to dread the Govefnor’s intention towards
them.  Unfortunately, in the abfence of
thofe captains no control could be pre-
ferved over them but by.Major James, who
alfo had left them in full confidence of
their being difpofed to {ubmiflion. It was
‘at this time, and not before, that Palmer,
with Quaco and another Maroon, went to
feveral eftates, and attempted to inftigate
them to join their people: the attempt,

however, was not fuccefsful *:

On the firlt information received by the

Maroons of the arreft and confinement of

their Captains at St. Ann’s Bay, they
difpateched intelligence to the outlying
Maroons, and particularly to Captain John-

* Examination of William.=—Votes of the Aflembly.
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fon, a man of much weight among them,
and Captain Smith, who, with their fami-
lies, had been fuffered to eftablith them-
felves on the back lands in the patifh of
Weftmoreland, - adjoining eftates in the
neighbourhood of which they lived very
peaceably, and engaged in ufeful employ-
ments, It is evident, from the higheft
authority *, ‘that there were many other
Maroons: refiding. in Weftmoreland who
had no connexion with Trelawney Town,
and who had delivered themfelves up at
the beginﬁing of the rebellion, A circum-
ftance that proves the improbability of its
being a premeditated infurre&ion, or of there
having been a previous tampering among
the {laves, fince even numbers of the
Maroons themfelves were not aware of it.
As a farther corroboration of this, we fhall
find, in the courfe of the following pages,
that fome of the Aceompong Maroons fell
in battle againft the rebels, and that there

* Votes of the Affembly.
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was no aid given to them by the planta~
tion-negroes, if we except the handful of

run-aways who attempted to pafs for Ma-
roons ¥, although they held their heads

proudly for many months, gained advan-

tages, and feemed to triumph. However, .

when Johnfon and Smith received intelli-
gence from the Maroon town of what was
pafling, it is certain they were living
peaceably on their fettlements in Weft-
moreland ; and, in this inftance at leaft,
it is to be regretted that attention had not
been paid to.the law, by which it was
enadted, that Maroons ‘in their predica-
ment fhould enter Into written engage-
ments with their employers, furrender their
claim to the Maroon land, and enrol them-
{felves in the militia; in which cafe they
would have been no longer confidered as
Maroons, but as perfons enjoying the privi-
leges of other free people. This precaution

% Tn the courfe of fix or feven months, the idle flaves
¢hat dropped in at.different times, did mot amount in alt
to a hundred.

having
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having been difregarded, they were now

urged by the Trelawney people to return
to the town, and the danger of their

fituation, and the treatment of their Cap-
tains, while employed on the faith of a
General Officer in conciliatory and fub-
miflive meafures, were painted to them in
fuch colours, that they removed their wo-
men and children into the woods, and
went up to Trelawney Town with their
young men, in all nine a&ive and enter-

prizin g fellows.

"The Maroons now looked up to Johnfon
and Smith, who, far from encouraging re-
fiftance, advifed peaceable meafures; and
having prevailed upon them to make a
trial, left them to return to the place where
they had concealed their wives and chil-
dren, whence they repaired to their fettle-
ments, which they' found had been de-
firoyed by a party of the Weftmoreland
militia, their houfes burned, and their pro-
vilion-grounds laid wafte. The door of
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reconciliation feemed now to be fhut againft
them, and they carried their families to
Trelawney Town, vowing vengeance and
retaliation. On the road, Johnfon and his
fons finding fome plantation-negroes at
work in the woods, took them off with
them, venting threats againft the white
people. The flaves, however, elcaped, and
communicated thefe threats to the magif-
trates in Weltmoreland : another proof of
the exifting enmity between the flaves and
the Maroons.

Meanwhile, the pacific meafure refolved
upon was attempted. On the 11th of
Auguft, in the morning, thirty-feven *
able Maroons, ‘with old Montague their
Chief, went down from Trelawney Town,
and f{urrendered their arms to Lord Bal-
carres at the head-quarters at Vaughan’s
Field, in confequence of the proclamation:

* Edwards fays they were chiefly old men ; on the con=
trary, they were moft of them young men, and excellent
fhots.
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of the 8th. With thefe were two Maroon
captains, named James Palmer and Edmund
Parkinfon *, 'On furrendering themfelves
they declared, that although fome of the
Maroons were badly difpofed, many were
defirous of coming .in, but were afraid;
and the whole body have fince declared,
that had this trial of the furrender of the
thifty-feven fucceeded, moft of the reft, if
not all, were prepared to follow the ex-
ample, but unfortunately the reception of
old Montague and his companions was not
fuch as they expe&ed. They were all, old
Montague excepted, bound with their hands
behind, and on the 13th fent into con-
finement at Montego Bay; one of them,
exafperated at his difappointment, having

previoully put an end to his exiftence by

ripping out his bowels. You will not, T
am f{ure, think me capable of relating thefe
facts through invidious motives; but not

* There was no Maroon Captain of the name of Leonard
Parkinfon ; the pz'int gf\«'cn by Mr. Edwards with that
name, would {uit any of the Maroons.
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to mention them, would be to fubje&t my-
felf to an imputation of a ferious nature,
no lefs than what a very high authority
denominates a lie of omiffion®, It was
judged proper, and no doubt generally ap-
peared fo at the time, that the thirty-feven
Maroons who furrendered fhould be ordered
to prifon. It was however refolved, that
two of them fhould be fent to prevail upon
the others to furrender alfo, and for that
purpofe Captain Crafkell recommended Pal-
mer and Parkinfon as’moft worthy of con-
fidence. They were accordingly difpatched
to Trelawney Town ; but upon the report
they mfde of the reception and treatment
of the thirty-feven, the Maroons, far from
following the others, immediately fet fire

fo both their towns; and retired, next
day, the 12th, at noon, to the fettlement
of Schaw Caltle.

* Paley’s Principles of Moral Philofophy, Book IIL
ch. 15. By fupprefling evident fa&s to gratify the preju-
dices of a fet of men, or indulge their own, the beft hif-
torians would lofe all authority, and fink into the charater

of party Writers.

At
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At this junQure, the public mind was
in a great fermept. Many gentlemen on
the North fide, more acquainted with the
Maroons than the inhabitants of the South
fide, and refident near the fcene of aGtion,
ignorant of the grounds on which the
Council of War in Spanith Town had de-
cided on martial law, confidered the mea-
{fures as hafty, and hardly juftified by cir-
cumfitances and the {ituation of the Maroons
at that time. The principal officers. too,
thought themfelves entitled from their local
knowledge to be more confulted; though,
at the fame time it muft be owned, they
made a vain eftimate of their power, to
reduce the Maroons, if neceflary, without
the aid of the regular troops, which was
fully evinced whenever hard duty was re-
quired. From {entiments like thefe, how-
ever, jealoufies began to arile in the militia,
which, happily, were foon extinguifhed
by the judgment aud prompt decifion of
Lord Balcarres. The whole ifland was
now alarmed, and fome of the wealthy

N 4 planters
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planters declared they would ftand forward
with their fortunes to fupport the defenders
of the country. Whatever d_i*Pr"erem:e of
opinion exifted on {ome heads, all_We.re
now agreed in the neceflity of humbling
the Maroons, and every one offered his
fervices. Preparations were made to fecure
the country on all quarters. Befides the
force already with Lord Balcarres, there
were one hundred and fifty of the 13th
regiment of light dragoons difmounted
under Colonel Walpole, who was fent to
command the troops to the South in St.
Elizabeths ; detachments of the 17th regi-
ment of light dragoons under Captain
Bacon, and one hundred of the 62d regi-
ment of foot under Colonel Hull, ordered
to' the North fide from Spanith Town,
with other {maller detachments of troops,
{topped in their way to join their refpective
regiments in St. Domingo,

Things had now come to a crifis, and,
on the 12th of Auguft, early in the morn-

ing
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ig, a company of free people of colour,
commanded by Captain Hamilton, belong-
ing to the St. James’s militia, on their
march to join Lord Balcarres, were attack-
ed within a mile of Vaughan’s Field, near
a {pring at the bottom of fome grounds
cultivated by the Maroons on fufferance.
Captain Hamilton made a gallant ftand,
and his aflailants retreating, he joined the
Commander in Chief with the lofs of only
two men killed and fix wounded. On
the fame day, an ‘advanced poft of the
militia at Chat{worth, below the ruins of
ochaw Caftle, and a mile to the north of
Trelawney Town, were fired upon from
the heights above them.  Hoftilities
were thus unequwocal]y commenced on
the part of the Maroons, and extinguithed
all doubt of their determination; a deter-
mination which muft furely have fprung
from the rafhnefs of defpair, if they re-
flected 2 moment on the unequal force
with which they had to contend: but

which,
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which, from the refult, might appear to
have been infpired by their dependence on
their faftneffes.

Lord Balcarres now refolved to lofe no
time, and, on the 12th, fent a difpatch by
Captain Crafkell to Colonel Sandford, with
an order, on the receipt of it, which would
be at half paft two or three at lateft, imme-
diately to take pofleflion of the New Town,
wheel to the right and occupy the provi-
fion-grounds, by which he would have the
Rebels in the rear, and his Lordfhip would
have them in the front. Colonel Sandford
had received an old incorre& plan of the
country through which he was to pafs, that
had perplexed him and given.him much
trouble. ~ Fortunately he had been joined
by Mr. Robertfon the commanding officer
of Fort Dalling, who was profeflionally a
land {urveyor, well acquainted with the Ma-
roon towns and the feat of war. With his
afliftance, and the attendance of a Trelaw-~

14 ney
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ney Town Maroon *, Colonel Sandford
had managed to clear his way, and to

open the paths leading to the Maroon
towns. On the morning of the 12th,
he had advanced to Schaw Caftle, where
the Maroons were feen on the heights

between that place and the New Town,
blowing their horns, and menacing him

1n every way they could devife. He re-

mained quiet, however, till aquarter paft five
o’clock in the afternoon, when he received
the order, which, it is evident, thould have
arrived fooner. " He inftantly advanced
with the greateflt alacrity, and climbed the
very difficult acclivities of the mountain

* This Maroon deferves to be particularly mentioned.
His*name 1s Thomas, and he was a captain. His chara&er
was well known to Mr. Robertfon, in the neighbourhood of
whofe penn he had long refided, and by whom he had been
employed in frequent expeditions in the interior of the
country. Confident of his fidelity, Mr. Robert{on fpoke of
him to Colonel Sandford, who offered to proteét and reward
him for his fervices; and he was accordingly brought to the
Colonel by Mr. Robertfon.  Far from requiring induce-
ments to ferve,~ Captain Thomas felt hurt that rewards
fhould be thought neceflary. His condu&t through the war
was uniformly good. He ftill refides in his old habitation,
agd enjoys a {mall annuity paid him by the parifh.

with
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with his dragoons mounted,accompanied by
fome of the militia and many volunteers,and
took pofleflion of the {cite of the New Town,
On the approach of the troops, the Maroons
retreated within the defile, and remained on
a pofition where, unfeen themfelves, they

could obferve the motions of the body a&ting

againft them. It appears to have been the
intention of the Commander in Chief, that
Colonel Sandford fhould remain at the
ftation he was dire&ted to take, in order to
co-operate in an attack he meditated on
the fide of the Old Town: but had this
co-operation even taken place, had Lord
Balcarres been at the Old Town, as na-
turally expeéted by Colonel Sandford, it
would not have cut off the Maroons from
the route to Tackey’s eaftward, nor pre-
vented their taking pofleflion of their
defile at . Guthrie’'s to the South, for
they, watched both approaches with the
greateil vigilance. Be that as it may,
Colonel Sandford, on his arrival at the
fcite of the New Town, being aflured

by
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by the officer who brought the difpatch;
tht there was no road or provifion-ground
to the right, as mentioned in the  order,
but that he might advance to the Old
Town, obferving that it was only a quarter
of a mile, and that the road was not worle
than that by which t’fiey had afcended,
liftened unfortunately to thefe counfels; and
taking Captain Robertfon for his guide,
entered the defile at the head of the dra-
zoons, followed by Colonel Gallimore and
his. volunteers, and about twenty dif=
mounted volunteer troopers. The extent
of the column was nearly half the length
of the defile, and the Maroons fuffered the
head of it to reach within a third of the
Old Town, without giving the {lighteft
indication that they were ranged behind
the bufhes. At length, an unexpected
and tremendous volley of {mall arms, from:
behind trees, was fired from the left upon
the column from one end to the other: all
prefled forward, and Colonel Sandford, at
the head of his men, advanced towards the

3 town,
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town, where two pathsleading to it meet.
Another volley was now poured from be-
hind the trees, and Sandford fell; clofe by
Captain Robertfon. Had he efcaped, it is
probable he would have maintained the po-
fition of the Old Town ; an open elevated
fituation, at a {ufficient diftance from the co-
vered fire of the Maroons. Far different was
the event. On his death a panic pervaded
the whole body: diforder enfued, no one
was colle¢ted enough to direct or advife,and
flight feemed the only refource for fafety.
The troops took the neareft way from the
town to head-quarters, fome of them keep-
ing up a fcattered fire on an imaginary
enemy, no Maroon having appeared fince
the fall of Sandford, which was afcertained
by feveral gentlemen who immediately after
walked through the town and the fame road
to head-quarters. There was no recovering
the panic that had feized the troops: all
contended for the front of the race *.

I * A fingular circumftance occurred on the troops entering

the New Town. A dragoon, in a burning hut, laid hig
hﬂndg

The -
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The party arrived at head-quarters in
the dark, mé}ly of them weakly teftifying
their joy on efcaping by firing their picces
in the air; noife and confufion enfued,
and more danger was apprehended from.
friends than foes. Lord Balcarres having
{lipped from a plank, rendered {lippery by
rain, *received a contufion over the eye,
which fome at firft imagined ‘proceeded
from a ball; his Lordfhip, however, put
a ftop to the uproar, and reftored order.
The troops were kept on the alert all night,
left the Maroons, elated with their fuccefs,
thould venture to follow it up; but thefe
were otherwife employed, having returned
to their town to recruit their {pirits by the
aid of rum, an application to which had
before rendered them frantie and defperate.

T—

hands upon a book entitled Wake’s Cathecifm, This he
thruft into his jacket direétly over his heart. As he pafled
through the defile, he received a ball which- muft haxe
killed him on the {pot, had it not besn for the book which
had about two hundred pages init. The bullet penetrated
it within three leaves, where it lodged.

So
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So great were their excefles this night, that
at leaft fixty of them, by théir own con=
feflion, lay in a ftate of infenfibility from
intoxication till two o’clock next day,
when, with the affiftance of the women,
and lefs intoxicated men, they were re-
moved into the Cockpit of Petit River,
within Guthrie’s defile. Could the ,Com-
mander in, Chief have divined their fitua-

tion, and detached troops to the town in

the morning, more than a fourth of the
young Maroon men would have fallen into
their hands without the power of refift-
ance : but a forefight of this kind is not to
be expefied, and greater caution was now
become neceflary to prevent fimilar difafters,
from which fatal confequences might be
apprehended. .

It is to be obferved, that as Colonel
Sandford was entering the defile, a detach-
ment of militia, that had been ordered to
join him at Schaw Caftle, had followed
bim, and was coming up to the fcite of

the
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the New Town, where they were directed
to remain; which they did all night. ‘'The
fpot being lefs tenable than that of the Old
Town, as it is lefs cleared, fhows that

there was nothing to prevent 'the latter
from being alfo occupied by the troops.

It is much to be regretted that the panic
by which the troops were hurried away to
Head Quarters, prevented their occupying
the fcite of the Old Town, after they were
in pofleffion of it, and might Have main<
tained it without refiftance.  The ‘imme-
diate encamping there would not only have
faved the lives of many who died of their
wounds, or through fatigue, but would have
left on the minds of the Maroons an im-
preflion that even their defiles were not to
be depended upon ; whereas abandoning
the town was giving them a triuinph, and
confirming their reliance on their pofition.

The Commander in Chief iflued a pro-
clamation, pointing out the ill confequences
Vor. I, O . of
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of not adhering ftri&ly to orders, alluding
to the condu& of the unfortunate Sandford,
who had been direted to remain on the
ground to which he was’ ordered ; and
although fome of his friends were willing
to believe his orders were difcretionary, it
is known from the higheft authority that
they were pofitive ¥. His fault was atoned
for by the lofs of his life; and if we reflect
upon the circumftances that induced him
to a& from the beft of his judgment, the
rigour of duty will perhaps be found not
fully to fupport the cenfure that followed
his fall; for, befides the danger attending
a halt through the night in the pofition he
had taken, it had not been in his power
to comply with the orders he had received,
not being able to find the fpot mentioned
in them, on which he was dire&ed to take
his poft. After inquiring in vain for it,
refleting on the difadvantages of the pofi-
tion he had been obliged to take, believing

® Votes of the Affembly.
that
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that the Commander in Chief had marche
ed to the Old Town to co-operate with
him, and urged by a reprefentation that
diminified in imagination the difficulties
to be encountered, having performed his
duty as exaclly as he could, without being
able to adhere to the ftri® letter of his
orders, he yielded to hope and valour, and
was unfortunate,

In this difaftrous affair, there fell of the
regular troops, befides Colonel Sandford
and his quarter-mafter, fourteen men; of
the militia, thirteen perfons, among whom
was the gallant Colonel Gallimore, their
commander ; and of the volunteers, eight:
and many were wounded. Notwithftand-
ing this lofs, fuch was the advantageous
mode in which the Maroons engaged, that
not a fingle man of them was killed,
Numberlefs cruelties were faid at the time
to have been pra&ifed on the wounded,
but this affertion proved erroneous. Thofa
who were fhot remained in the places

O 2 where
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where ‘they fell; and fome of the wounded
fled into the woods, where they languithed
andiperifhed : others died through fatigue,
which ' was - evinced by two' bedies that
were found a few days after ‘at the foot of
the kills, one being very flightly wounded
on' the neck, and the other not wounded
at all.  Colonel Gallimore’s death was not
immediate ; he was certainly wounded, and
never feen after. The Maroons could give
no‘acconnt of himy which they would have
beenable to do had he fallen into their
hands, as he was perfonally known to them,
and had very lately been at' their town
with the mediators. They had the watches,
knives, pencils, and other ‘things ‘of the
reft that fell, but nothing ‘of ‘Gillimore’s,
except ‘his ‘gan, which-"he muft 'have
dropped on being wounded, and ‘making
for the woods.. 'As his body was ‘never
found, it is ‘probuble that the confufion of
the fcene, and approach of /night, favoured
his retreat into the coveredrgrounds; where,
froem fatigue, or lofsi-of bldod;. he miay

2 have
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have expired, like others, in fome recels;
which, from the difficulty of being pe-
netrated, time itfelf may never difcover.

Gallimore was a brave, aive man, and
generally beloved.

‘The Maroons now found that the feite
of the Old Town swas not afecure pofition,
and therefore refolved to ftation -only -a
fmall party of men there to keep a logk-
out, for. there were three other acceflible
approaches lefs difficult than ‘that which
had been attempted ;: one from Vaughan’s
Field, which was the eafieft; another by
a circuitous track from the New Town,
leading into the former near its entrance
to the Old Town; and a third to the
eaftward, through Tackey’s Defile. The
body of Maroons, therefore, retired to
their women in Guthrie’s Defile, the en-
trance of which they occupied in iuch a
manner, as to render it impregauble It
appeared otherwife, however, to many a
foldier who carried this poft in imagination,

O 3 and
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and talked of covering the front by an
advance, proteting the line by two flanking
parties, and pufhing on- brifkly. Very
proper language when it can be applied,
but here mifplaced. The fides of this
defile are nearly perpendicular*, and can
only be entered one by one, nor have
any of the gallant fellows who attempted
it ever returned. The praéticability of
advancing upon an enemy in thefe cockpits
is not to be judged of by other feats of
war 3 nor the hardfhips of a campaign, by
thofe fuftained in a regular warfare. The
tactics required in the Trelawney mountains
are not to be learned from Saxe, Symes;,
Dundas, or any other writer on the Military
Art,

It was refolved to furround the feat of
ation as far as it was praéicable, and
reinforcements were called up, confifting
of a2 hundred men of the 62d regiment

* See a delcription of this defile in Cudjoe’s war, anie,
P: 49, -
under




( 199 )
under Colonel Hull, a detachment of that
gallant regiment, the 17th of light dra-
goons, and large bodies of militia. The
men were employed feveral days in de-
ltroying all the provifions in the vicinity
of the Maroon Town, a work the Maroons
could not venture out of their faftneffes to
repel. Upon the heights, however, within
three quarters of a mile of the head-quarters,
their advanced piquets kept their ground
in fight, relieving their fentries with the
utmoft regularity, and communicating in-
telligence by their horns from height to
height along their pofts. The different
bodies employed in deftroying the pre-
vifion-grounds, fired frequent vollies into
the gullies, which made the woods re-echo,
and the Maroons fmile, for they knew
where to obtain provifions, and were amufed
at the wafte of powder. Succefs had in-
creafed their infolence, and rendered them
more daring. Johnfon and Smith had joined
them with their families ; and the confidence

they repofed in thefe chiefs, particularly the
04 former,
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former, to whofe command they {ubmitted
themfelves, gave greater regularityand effe&
to their enterprifes, and kept alive the hope

of forcing the Government to advantageous
terms,

Lord Balcarres, ftill conceiving it to be
the intention of the :Maroons to defend
their town, determined to make a general
attack upon: i, A {mall field-piece was
with ‘the utmoft difficulty advanced, under
the direGtion. of Colonel Fitch, from the
head-quartera, through {fome of the ruined
provifion-grounds, on an acclivity more a
precipice than a hill, to the {cite of the
New Town, where divifions of the 17th
and 20th light dragoons had hutted them-
{elves. To effe@ this, it was “ﬁeceﬂ'ary to
cut a track, the line of which was directed
by the bugles of the 17th regiment ; who,
with a party of megroes under Golonel Fra-
fer, the Engineer, and a detachment of the
dragoons, were clearing the Wa.y to meet
the track begun in the oppofite dire@ion

by
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by a party of negroes employed with
Colonel Fitch. The firft day’s attempt was
defeated by wiolent rains, fuch 'as cannot
be eafily imagined by thofe who have not
been in tropical climates. It was now the
very height of the rainy feafon, and it
never failed to pour down daily for three
or four hours, fometime between noon
and {funfet. A fecond attempt on the next
day [ucceeded, and the  field-piece -was
mounted at the New Town. After the
troops had taken pofleflion of it, various
articles of linen and plate, of conﬁderablé
value, were found im trunks hid in the
adjoining bufhes, which proves that the
Maroons were not fo deftitute of conve=
niences as has been faid: many of the
dragoons were furnithed with chintz night-
gowns. It is remarkable that at the time
of tranfporting the field-piece, a Maroon
named Dunbar, who afterwards came in
with a flag, was fo near with twelve men,
as to hear Colonel Fitch give an order in
a common tene of volee to an officer

ftanding
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ftanding near him, to advance his bugle,
and anfwer Colonel Frafer’s as foon as it
was heard. Dunbar declared he was not
thirty feet off, and that he would have
made his party fire, but that he was not
fo fituated as to make an immediate retreat,
from the large body that might have been
brought againft him, there being above
two hundred men at a halt near Colonel
Fitch when he gave the order. This Ma-
roon, notwithftanding the vigilance with
which the furrounding country was guard-
ed, pafled the poft at Vaughan’s Field at
1r o'clock at night on the 3oth of
Auguft, and burned the buildings at a
plain called Bandon, only fix miles from
the head-quarters on the road to Montega
Bay.

Lord Balcarres now prepared for the
general attack, his Lordfhip himfelf heading
the troops from Vaughan’s Field, Colonel
Hull advancing with thofe at the New

Townr, and Colonel Incledon marching
by
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by the way of Tackey’s. * In the afcent
there was much firing to intimidate the
Maroons ; but they, we have already feen,
had decamped, and the three divifions ar-
rived together without any oppofition or
annoyance, except from fome fhots fired
at a great diftance by a dozen of Maroons
ftanding upon a high rock that overlooked
the town, and by which two men were
wounded. On the arrival of the troops,
the remains of Colonel Sandford, and
eighteen other bodies, were found and
buried. In confequence of this movement,
Lord Balcarres was enabled to advance the
greater part of the forces from Vaughan’s
Field, to within three quarters of a mile
of the Maroons pofted at Guthrie’'s De-
file, leaving behind only a {mall detach-
ment to guard the ftores, and the {ick and
wounded.

The troops took pofleflion of the {cite
of the Old Town in the beginning of the
month of September, when Lord Balcarres

8 _not
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not finding the rebels, as he expected,
defending their town, gave the command
to Colonel Fitch, and fet out for Montego
Bay, to 'make the neceflary arrangements
for carrying on fo fingular a war. The
body of Maroons that had furrendered were
ftill in confinement at Montego Bay ; thefe
his Lordihip deemed it prudent to fhip on
board a weflel in the harbour, as the beft
mode of fecuring them ; and extrdordinary
rewards were offered for the heads of
Palmer and Parkinfon, the two men who
had been chofen from ambng them to
return and perfuade the reft of the Maroons
to furrender. They were {uppofed to have
acted contrary to the defign with which
they were fent, and to have inftigated the
burning of the towns: but that was not
the fa&; for no fooner was ‘it reported
to the Maroons, that the party who had
fubmitted, had been tied and fent pri-
foners to Montego Bay, than each man,
of his own accord, determined to fet fire
to his houfe, declaring he would die rather

than




(205 )
than furtender, and be thipped off the
country with his arms in his hands; and

in this reflclution. Palmer and Parkinfon
concurred.

Soon after that event, a captain of the
Accompong Maroons, named Chambers,
went up to the poft the Trelawney people

had taken, for the purpofe of perfuading
them to fubmit; but his knowledge of the
{ecret track by which he pafled proved
fatal to him; for the Accompongs having
taken a decided part in favour of Govern-
ment, it was fufpefted he might be in-
duced to guide the troops. He was fhot
by Palmer, and his head was cut off in
relentment againft his tribe.

Previous to- Lord Balcarres’s departure
for the feat of Government, a felet party
of aflive young men, fit for the woeds, and
confifting chiefly of fuch as had been in
the habits of hunting the wild boar in the
interior forefts of the mountains, often

4CCOM=
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~actompanied by the Maroons, prefented
themielves to his Lordfhip, offering to go
with a chefen band of Black-Shot, many
of whom had been their companions in
the toils and pleafures of the chace, and
purfue the Maroons wherever they could;
requefting, at the fame time, to be com-
manded by Major John James. Lord Bal-
carres liftened with fatisfa&tion to this offer,
but gave a pofitive denial to the requeft
with which it was accompanied, declaring
that there were charges to be exhibited
againft Major James on which he fhould
have him tried. He gave them any other
choice, which they declined; and were,
in confequence, ordered to join their re-

{peétive corps.

To perfift in a demand, after fuch tea=
fons had been affigned from {uch authority,
befpoke unbecoming arrogance and pre-
fumption ; but, on the other hand, the
denial created no little difguﬂ_:, and that
difguft was farther increafed on the follow-

ng
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ing occafion. Major James, who had

waited with confidence for the threatened
trial, hearing no more of it, went into
Trelawuney, and attached himfelf, with
fome of the young men whofe offer had
been fruitlefs, to a party going out from
that quarter. When he went on fervice
with his friends, it was immaterial who
had the nominal command, the real com-
mand was conceded to him. He led this
party to the Maroon tracks, and told them
the route the rebels would take. By {mell-
ing the fmoke of their fires, he dire@ed
the party to a {pot where they found an
old invalid or two, who had not firength
to elcape, and, after a very tedious and
fatiguing march, clofe at the heels of a
body of Maroons, he brought them up to
Guthrie’s Defile. *So far,” faid he, point-
ing to the entrance, ¢ you may purfue,
but no farther: No force can enter here;
no white man, except myfelf, or fome
foldier of the Maroon eftablithment, has
ever gone beyond this. With the greateft

difficulty
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dificulty T have  penetrated four miles
farther, and not ten Maroons have gone
fo far as that. There are two other ways
of getting into the defile pra&icable for
the Maroons, but not for any of you. In
neither of them can I afcend or defcend
with my arms, which muft be handed to
me {lep by ftep, as pracifed by the Ma-
roons themfelves. One of the ways lies
to the Eaftward, and the other to the Welt-
ward, and they will take care to have both
guarded if they fufpeét that T am with yeu,
which, from the route you have come to-
day, they will. They now fee you, and
if you advance fifty paces more, they will
convince you of it.” ' He ‘had hardly
fpoken, when the Maroon horn founded
his call.  To this he made no anfwer, and
then a wvoice addrefled the party, defiring
to know 'if he was among them. “If he
1s,” faid the voice, “ let him go back, we
do not wifth to hurt him; but as for the
reft of you, come onvand try batde if you
choofe.” It being impra&icable to enter

the
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the defile, the party, exhaufted by Fatipe
and hunger, returned by a circuitous route ;
and coming to a poft whete 4 field-offickr
of the regulars commanded, James, who
Wwas ill before he fet aut, being notw ex-
tremely wearied, threw himfelf down on
the foot of a flight of fteps iedd{ng‘ up to
the door of the houfe. From His dréfs and
perfon; neither of which had any madrks of
fuperiority; but on the contrary had adirt.:j.r
appearance, the fentry ordered him t6 oet
up.’ James, after a fhort reft on thg fteps,
was dfcending to go in; but the fentry
again was rough; and told him that it was
ordered that people coming there, fhould
be fent to the back of the houfe. An-
altercation enfued, which brought out the
officer, who probably not knowing Major
James, abufed him. Such a man was not
accuftomed to put up with abufive lan-
guage; he retorted with violence, and well
it was that fome gentlemen interfered, and
took him away. Although this occurrence
was by fome fufpected to have arifen from

Vor. I, P a pre-
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a prejudice in the mind of the officer, it
was more generally fuppofed to have been
a miftake, as he was too worthy a man
to have acted thus from motives of refent-
ment. On James no court-martial was
ever held, but he ferved no more: he
retired in ill health, and the accufation
preying upon his mind, he lingered in a
declining ftate, and died in the courfe of
the next year. It is not to be wondered
at that he was not tried. With many
valuable qualities, he was a weak man,
but of weaknefs only could he have been
eonvicted.
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i>lan of Operations.—Command given to Colonel Fitcho—e )
Géneral Reid advances avith the Militia to V. aughans= + I:
Jreld —Parley between Colonel Fitch and the Maroons s ' i ll
Dunbar and Harvey fuffered to wvifit the Maroon Pri- {1
Joners in Montego Bay Harbour.— Confeguence.~Party
protecting aworking Slaves ambufbed.——General Animo- *
Sity of the Slaves towards the Marosns.— Licutenant i
T omlinfon.—Colonel Fitch and a Party go to Lee's poft.
—The Party ambl_r/laed.—ﬂrﬁt and others killed. e
Colonel Fiteh killed.—Captoin Lee thortally tvotnded.—
Charaéter of Colonel Fitch.—Lord Balcarres's Speech.
~—Murenfon and Count La Fitte brought before the
Houfe of Affembly.—The former denies every Part of
bis Declaration—The Houfe of Affembly recommend o f
Lord Balcarres, that they and all the French be Jent ] 11
off -—Grant to Lord Balcarres during Martial Laqy— e
Grant to the Accompong Maroons—T wo Companies of i
Eree People of Colour raifed.—Rewards Jor killing os i
taking a Trelawney Town Maroon.—State of the [I
War.—Gloom caft over the Ifland, i

T ur future plan of the war, which was ]‘Fg
refolved upon before the Lieutenant-Go- i
vernor left the feat of aition, was to con- 1
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fine the Maroons in a circle, and vaft
bodies of negroes were employed to fell
trees, in order to form the pofts, or, in the
military language, the cordon. The exe-
cution of the plan was committed to Co-
lonel Fiteh. At this time General Reid
advanced with the militia from Kenfington,
and occupied the quarters at Vaughans-field,
where one company of the 83d had been
. left. This divifion of the militia confifted
of detachments of the St. James’s, Weft-
moreland, and Hanover regiments, to
which the General; by his own perfonal
intereft, added a large body of confidential
Black Shof, colletted from different plan-
tations. With this force he made feveral
attempts to penetrate to the Maroon pofts,
and to furprife their foraging parties.
He allo projedted a general attack upon
their main body in the Cockpit, according
to their own mode of war. Detachments
of militia from all the parithes of the
county of Cornwall were ordered to march
and lie in ambufh by the feveral paths lead-

ing
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ing to the Cockpit, while the main body of
the militia, confifting of about three hun-
dred men, marched direttly to it, in order
to furprife the Maroons; who, if they en-
deavoured to efcape, could not fail to fall
into the ambufhes laid for them, The
militia, on their approach to the Cockpit, in-
ftead of proceeding, wheeled to the left and
marched into the Old Town ; but, being ill
received by the Commanding Officer there,
returned to Vaughansfield, where they had
marched in the morning. The other ex-
peditions proje@ted by General Reid were
rendered fruitlefs and diftrefling by violent
and inceflant rains, which damaged the
powder. The militia were now harafled
to death, yet bore every fatigue patiently
and without' a murmur. At length they
became fo tired of the fervice, that on the
companies being relieved every fortnight,
few of thofe who went from the pofts re-
turned. It was fo harafling, that not many
could bear it. Captain Oldham, of the
62d, died of fatigue.

P3 Soon
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Soon after the command had devolved
~on Colonel Fitch, the Maroons ufed to
come, in bodies, to the heights above his
quarters, and call to him. He invited
them to a parley, afluring them that they
thould not be hurt, but fuffered to return
when they pleafed; on which they re-
quefted him to withdraw his fentries ; and,
on that being complied with, fome of them
came down. They declared to him, that
the Maroons were ready to fubmit on a
promife of pardon, and an aflurance that
~they fhould not be fent off the country.
Colonel Fitch told them that he was not
authorized to grant them any fpecific terms,
but would undertake to promile all of them
their lives ; that he would in the mean
time write their withes to the Lieutenant-
Governor, and candidly communicate his
anfwer, | They prefled him to take the
arrangement upon himfelf, but he perfifted
in not exceeding his authority, telling them
that if they wifhed for peace, he would be
glad to conclude one with them, or even a

truce,
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truce, but that he was equally ready for
hoftilities ; for that if he were not employed
in reducing them, he muft go and attack
the French at St. Domingo, andthat it was
immaterial to him with which of the king’s
enemies he fought. At laft they declared
that they would furrender upon his good
word, that is, depending on his honour for
favourable terms, if he would permit two
of their men to go and vifit their friends
who had furrendered, and were at Montego
Bay. This wasagreed to,.and they felected
for the purpofe Dunbar and Harvey, who,
leaving their mufkets and ammunition with
General Reid, were ‘fuffered to pafs un-

molefted.

During their abfence many of the Ma-
roons came together, {ometimes to the
number of fixteen, to Colonel Fitch’s
quarters, protefting the moft peaceable in-
clinations. At the end of two days the

vifitors returned, bringing with them a
Py few
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few pounds of falt. Colonel Fitch remon-
firated with them on carrying in the falt,
which was unneceffary, as they were to
{urrender the next’day, but on their ob-
ferving that the quantity was fo fmall as
fcarcely to admit a divifion, he fuffered it
to pafs. With Dunbar and Harvey old
Montague returned from Vaughans-field,
where he had been kept. This miflion, as
might have been forefeen, was attended
with effe&s fimilar to the return of Palmer
and Parkinfon, whofe eompanions had been
fent into confinement on their [urrender.
Dunbar and Harvey reported that their
friends were oz board a /bip, and in con-
fequence Colonel Fiteh had no more vifits
from the Maroons, who now prepared to
ficht to the laft man rather than furrender.

Previous ta employing the working
parties of negroes on opening the ground
for the cordon, Colonel Fitch judged it
right to advance fome pofts on the outlets
or tracks by which the Maroons {upplied

them-
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themfelves with provifions from the adja-
cent country. This was immediately done,
and, as the approach to Guthrie’s defile
was incumbered with low trees, intermixed
with bufhes and firaggling plantains in a
ruinous ftate, he determined to clear it.
Some hundreds of {laves were employed on
this work under prote&tion of the two
flank companies of the Weftmoreland mi-
litia, which had remained at the old 'town
with Colonel Fitch. The Maroons fent a
party under a captain called Charles Schaw,
to lie in ambufh and furprize thefe com-
panies, in which they were fuccefsful ; for,
coming upon them unexpeftedly, they
forced them to retreat with a lofs of fix or
{feven men killed, and fome wounded, be-
fides about ten {laves of the working party |
maflacred. And here I cannot but repeat,
that nothing could be more ill founded
than the notion that the Maroons had great
intereft with the flaves. Perhaps on a few
of the plantations near their fettlement,
where they had formed connexions, they

‘ might
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might have had ‘influence as far as thofe
connexions extended, but by the genera-
lity of the flaves fhey were hated ; henc
the greateft readinefs and alacrity fhown
by thofe intrufted with arms againft them.
Many thoufands, with {imilar difpofitions,
might have been employed, had it been
thought advifable, but thofe only were al-
lowed to ferve whom their mafters chofe
and vouched for. This maffacre did not
decreafe their averfion. Several other
{laves had been bfurprized and flain by the
Maroons, when aéting in no manner a-
gainft them—a practice for which John-
fon’s party was remarkable. Of the flaves
that had joined the Maroons, the whole
number appeared to have come from a few

adjacent plantations and polinks ; they did
not amount in the whole, men, women,
and children, to a hundred, and of thefe

many had been forced away. The am-
bufcade into which the flanking companies
of the Weftmoreland fell, was within half

a mile of Colonel Fitch’s quarters. Ameng
7 the
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the killed was Lieutenant Tomlinfon of the
Light Infantry, whofe head was cut off,
and afterwards feen fufpended by the hair
to the bough of a tree. It was imagined
that he owed his death to the lofs of his
{pectacles, by which he mifled the route
taken by his comrades, Tomlinfon was
an a&ive and worthy young man, ever
ready to offer his fervices, and his death
was much regretted. '

About a mile and a quarter to the fouth=-
ward of Colonel Fitch’s pofition, there was
an advanced poft, confifting of fome huts,
furrounded by {light pallifadoes, occupied
by thirty privates, two corporals, and
a ferjeant, under Captain Lee of the
83d, who, finding his fituation by no
means a lafe one, as it was commanded
by heights acceflible to the Maroons, in-
formed the commanding officer of the
danger of it. Paying immediate attention
to this information, Colonel Fitch, on the
12th of September, about nine o’clock, fet

out
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eut for Captain Lee’s poft, attended by Co-
lonel Jackfon of the militia, Lieutenant
Brunt the Adjutant of the 83d, Captain
Briflet, Mr. Vaughan, and feveral other
perfons, among whom were two Accom-
pong Maroon captains, whofe names were
Reid and Badnage. It is to be obferved
that at this time the Accompongs had of-
fered to ferve againft the Trelawney Ma-
roons, and Colonel Walpole, who com-
manded in their diftri&, had fent fome of
them to the feat of a&ion. Previous to his
departure from the Old Town, Colonel
Fitch fet his watch with Lieutenant Dixon’s
of the artillery, who a few days before
had arrived at Head Quarters, with a de-
tachment, two field-pieces, and a howitzer,
defiring him to fire one of the field-pieces
precifely at twelve o’clock. This was to
alcertain the exa@ bearing of Lee’s poft,
for which purpofe a compafs alfo was ufed;
and. I mention it to give fome idea of a
country, where, in {o fhort a diftance, the
windings and intricacies of a track are fuch

3 as -
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as to defy all certainty of its courfe or ter=

mination.

Colonel Fitch, on his arrival at the poft,
being fatisfied with the reprefentation that
had been made of it by Captain Lee, re-
quefted Mr. Vaughan to return to Head
Quarters and defire the firing of the field-
piece to be delayed exaély half an hour
longer than the hour firft fixed. In the
mean time adding to thofe who had accom-=
panied him Captain Lee and f{ixteen of his
men, he moved forward with the doublé
intention of advancing the poft; and of
eftablithing it in a pofition lefs liable to be
annoyed. As this party proceeded, the
mountaings feemed to rife higher and higher,
and’ the valleys to fink : a better fituation
was fought in vain, none prefented itfelf.
Marching on, however, they came to a
fpot, where the Accompong captains, ob-
ferving fome recent traces of the Maroons,
faid it was better to advance no farther, as
the rebels had juft been there, and could

not
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not be far off. Being ridiculed for thei#
timidity, they proved that they had good
grounds for the advice they had given, by
pointing out the tops of the wild coco or

eddo that had been lately dug up, and other
inconteftible evidences.

Proofs fo unanfwerable made an im-
preflion on Colonel Jackfon, who imme-
diately reprefented to Colonel Fitch, that
his life was too valuable to be unneceflarily
rifked, requefting permiffion to advance
with Captain Briffet a little farther to re-
connoitre the ground, and declaring, that
if the nature of it proved impra&icable and
unpromifing, he would return, but if at
all favourable, he would difpatch imme-
diate information to him of it. The ear-
neftnefs with which Jackfon fpoke made
Colonel Fitch {mile.— ¢ What, Jackfon,”
faid he, “ in a point of duty do you think
“I1ihould not be as forward as any other
“man?’ Then in a placid manner, which
was natural to him, he added : “ Well; go

“ with
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“ with Briffet; there is no keeping him
¢ back ; but I fhall expect to fee you here
‘ again in ten minutes; for if no eligible

“ pofition prefents itfelf within a quarter of-

¢ a mile, I muft endeavour to fecure Lee
¢ a little better.”’

Colonel Jackfon propofed to Captain
Briffet, that they fhould go alone, but the
latter defired the two Accompong Captains,
Reid and Badnage, to advance with them.
They moved on accordingly, Colonel Fitch

and the party following flowly. ‘When
they had proceeded aboait 2 hundred yards,
the path ftriking into two {maller ones of

very abrupt delcent, Jackfon propofed tak-
ing the one, and Briffet preferred the other.
After a moment’s hefitation, Briflet, turning
to the two Accompongs, faid haftily,—
¢ Come, take that way, and I will follow
¢ you.” Thefe three had gone down about
five yards, and Jackfon, who had pufhed
in to examine the nature of the path he
propofed, had returned and was juft de-

{cending




( 234 )
fcending after the others, when 4 tremen=
dous volley of fmall arms, which made the
towering mountaing, or rather immeafurs
able precipices that enclofed the fcene of
attion, refound with thundering reverbera=
tions, was poured upon the whole party by
the Maroons, from an elevation within ten
paces of them. The foldiers mechanically
difcharged theit pieces at the fmoke made

by the volley, but to little purpofe ; for as

ufual, the unfeen enemy were covered and
protected by trees anid rocks. On the fire
of the Maroons, Briffet, wounded, was feer

ﬂaggerihg to the right, and probably felf

dead among the bufhes. Reid, the Ac-
compong; gave a loud fhrick and fell;
Baddage, the other Accompong, fell dead
without a firuggle or a groan.  Jackfon
efcaped  unhurt, and running back on
ground lower than the path, came up to
Colonel Fitch, whom he found feated ofi
an old fallen tree, his arm fuppotted by a
projeéting ftump; and his head refting on
his Hand. His blood was trickling down

from
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from the middle of his waiftcoat, and the
fhort red and brown ftriped linen jacket
which he wore, ftuck out behind, appear-
ing as if a rib had been broken. There
could be no doubt that he was mor~
tally wounded. = Jackfon, taking him by
the hand that hung motionlefs by his fide,
repeated his name to him. It is Jackfon,
“ your friend Jackfon, look at me.” Say-
ing this, he drew from his fide a fiall
dagger, and holding it up to Colonel Fitch,
allured him that he fhould not fall alive
into the hands of the rebels while he could
prevent it, declaring at the fame time that
he would die with him rather than leave
him. No one who knew Jackfon could
doubt that he would have executed this
brave refolution, had the occafion required
it.  Fitch knew him capable of it, and
turned his face with a benign look towards
him as if to fay fomething kind; but by
this time the Maroons had reloaded, and
the clicking of their guns as they were
cocked one after the other, giving notice

Vou. L. Q_ of
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of their being ready to fire, Colonel Jack-
fon called out to the foldiers to lie down,
which being obeyed in proper time, the
fecond velley did little mifchief.  On hear-
ing the order, Colonel Fitch turned his head
towards the men, appearing to wifh to
fpeak, while Jackfon at the fame inftant
was endeavouring to pull him down under
cover. This he refifted and again turned,
feemingly to fpeak to Captain Lee or the
men; but remaining’ in the {ituation 1 have
defcribed, he was too confpicuous a mark,
and Jackfon’s efforts to remove him from

it were fucceeding when they were too
well aided by a fatal ball, which penetrated
Colonel Fitch’s forehead juft above the right
eye, and he fell lifelefs.

Several of the party being killed, and
many wounded, among whom were Cap-
tain Lee and Adjutant Brunt, the former
mortally, Colonel Jackfon thought it beft
to retreat as {peedily as poffible; and with
the remainder of the party efieted his

3 efcape,
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efcape, returning, after meeting the men
left at Lee’s poft, who had advanced on
hearing the firing, to Colonel Fitch’s pofts
where one of the wounded foldiers died
that night, and another the next morning:
Captain Lee furvived a few days longer.
The lofs on this occafion was eight killed
and feven wounded. No man was ever
more lamented than the gallant and amiable
Colonel Fitch. In his perfon he was tall
and graceful. The manly beauty of his
face exprefling the liberality of his mind,
rendered his countenance extremely inte-
refting and engaging. Eafy and affable in
his manners, he was never happier than
when relieving the wants of his foldiers, or
providing fome comfort for the younger offi-
cers from his own ftores. It was his cuftom
to lay in a ftock of things for his men,which
he occafionally dealt out in prefents or re-
wards.  His focial difpofition  enlivened
the tropic fummits that were the {eat of the
Maroon campaign: his table was crowded

by his friends, and, by method in his efta~
Q.2 ~ blifhment,
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blithment, he threw around his hut a certain
elegance that belpoke the gentleman, His
a&ivity in the field equalled his modefty in
company. He fell in the bloom of youth.
He was brave, benevolent, and of a be-
witching addrefs. ~ He had talents, and
energy to make them ufeful; he was there-
fore a great lofs to his country: and his
private virtues endeared him to his friends,

to whom his death was a deep wound.

On the 22d of September the Houfe of
Affembly met, and the Lieutenant-Gover=
nor, in his {fpeech, told them, from docu-
ments * which he had ordered to be laid
before them, he had reafon to believe hof-
tility had been long premeditated by the
Maroons, and at the inftigation of the
Convention of France ; that the confpiracy
had been fruftrated before it had ripened
into maturity ; that the precipitate and in-
folent condué of the rebels had given him
the advantage of ating with celerity and

* Votes of the Affembly.
vigour ;
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vigour; that the troops had ftormed and
carried their country, difpoflefled them of
their towns, and driven them to faftnefles
rugged and barren, where they could only
fubfift as a body of robbers.

A few days after the meeting of the
Aflembly, two French prifoners, La Fitte
and Murenfon, fufpe@ed of confpiracy,
were brought before the Houfe. It feems
that there was not fufficient proof to con-
vit them; for the Aflembly contented
them{elyes with requefting the Governor to
fend them off the ifland. Murenfon was
the perfon who had made the declaration I
mentioned before *, every part of which he
now contradi¢ted, declaring that he had
fabricated the whole from the dread of
being fent on board the prifon-fhip, fta-
tioned in the harbour. The Aflembly far-
ther requefted the Governor to {end all

# Letter Gth ; and fee alio Appendix, No. IL.
O 1 French
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French perfons, except thofe enrolled in
the militia as Britifh fubje&s, to that part of
St. Domingo in pofleflion of Great Britain,
or to Great Britain, and ‘engaged to provide
for the expence. They thanked the Licu-
tenant-Governor for detaining the troops in
the ifland, and at the fame time reprefented
the danger that would attend their being
fentaway. They voted his Honour twenty
pounds a-day for his table during martial
law ; and granted 5ool. to reward the Ac-
compong Maroons for their good condué&;,
and particularly to provide for the families
of Badnage and Reid, who had fallen with
Colonel Fitch.

As the king had authorized Sir Adam
Williamfon during his adminiftration, to
raife a .corps of negroes for his Majefty’s
fervice in Jamaica, it was now again re-
commended in a letter from the Duke of
Portland to Lord Balcarres ; but to this the
Houfe did not think proper to agree: an
a@, however, was pafled for raifing twe

ol | companigs
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companies of free people of colour, and for
providing for the families of the killed and
difabled ; and a proclamation was iffued,
offering a reward of 300 dollars to any per-
fon free or a flave for killing or taking a
Trelawney Maroon, and 150 dollars for
killing or taking any flave who joined the
Maroons. Thefe rewards were augmented
by the offers made by the different parifhes,
and amounted in the aggregate to upwards

of goo dollars.

At this crifis the inhabitants of the ifland,
in looking back, had to view the following
melancholy ftatement of the war. In the
attack upon Captain Hamilton, there were
two killed and fix wounded: in Colonel
Sandford’s engagement thirty-feven killed
and five wounded : the Wefimoreland mi-
litia, with their working party of {laves, hac
been ambuthed, feven of the foldiers killed
and five wounded, and ten of the {laves
killed: Captain Oldham, of the 62d regi-
ment, had perifhed through fatigue: of

Q 4 Colonel
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Colonel Fitch’s party there were eight killed
and feven wounded ; two exprefs dragoons,
and a ferjeant of the 62d regiment killed ;
Brooks’s houfe burnt -and two men killed :
Schaw Caftle burnt: Bandon burnt : Shands
burnt: Stephens and Bernard’s houfe burnt :
Kenmure burnt, and twelve negroes car-
ried away: Darlifton Trath-houfe burnt :
Catadupa, Mocha, and Lapland burnt, and
two negroes carried away: Lewis’s burnt.
This was the progrefs of the lofles fuftained
by the troops and the country : on the other
fide, not a2 Maroon was known to have been
killed ; the rebels had feen the troops aban-
don in a panic one of their towns, had {et
fire to both, and retired to their faftnefes.
The lofs of Colonel Fitch threw g gloom
over the whole ifland, and the frequent
difcomfitures which had rapidly {ucceeded
one another, {pread apprehenfions through
the colony that were not to be allayed by
the Governor’s encauraging {peech at the
opening of the Aflembly.
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LETTER VIIL

General Walpole appointed to the Command. — Hiy 8y ffem.
—His firf? Operfzz‘imz.r.-*—-God!y’.r Pof? attacked. — Lipu-
tenant Richayds engages a Party of the Maroons.—
Fatal Eryor of bis Serjeant.— General W, alpole eflg-
blifbes Pofts to the E:ﬁqbard and Southward.— Arrival
of a Reinforcement. - Colonel Skinner. — Siores and
Coffee Houfes at Nairne, and the Works ar Amity
Hally burnt by the Maroons.— The Maraons, diflodged
Jrom the Cockpit ut Guthrie’s, take poffeffion of another.

Forced 1o retveat.— Take o Pofition on a Height.—,

Dyiven from it.—Eflablifh their Head- Quarters in
Ginger Town Bottom.— Poft at Guard Hill.— Fobn-
Jfor's Aétivity, and arbitrary Difpofition.—Surprifed,
and compelled to fly.— A4 Party of Brown Men fall in
awith the ﬂfnrwm.—Ga;’/mzr@ and Zeal of the Regi-
ments of Misitia in general.—Action betaeen Captain
Drummond and Fobnfon.— State of the Public Mind.
— Council at Falmouth.— Petition of the Maroon Pri-
Joners.—General Anxiety for a Termination of the War.

Wiaarever hopes the Houfe of Aflfem-
bly had conceived from the Lieutenant-
Governor’s fpeech at the opening of the

Sellions,
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Seflions, or however relieved from their
apprehenfion of a defcent upon the coalt
by the brigands of St. Domingo, and of
their plotting a revolution in the ifland in
concert with the Maroons, it is clear that
they were not altogether of opinion that
the gallantry of the troops, eminent as it
had been, had reduced the war againft the
rebels to a matter of little moment: on the
contrary, the ferious light in which they
ftill confidered it, appears from the mea-
fures they adopted ; immenfe rewards were
offered for taking or killing a rebel Maroon,
and great encouragement given towards
fitting out parties. On the North fide of
the ifland, the ftate of the war was viewed
in a {till lefs favourable light, particularly
by fuch of the inhabitants as were in adtual

fervice againﬁ the Maroons.

Tt was about this time, that Major Sam
Grant, and the Maroons of Charles Town,
were ordered on duty to Kinglton, where

they made a very fhort ftay; for com-
plaining
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plaining of their rations being infufficient,
or not duly ferved, they decamped one
night, and fet out for Charles Town.
Whether their complaint were well or ill

grounded, this a& of infolence and dif
obedience was not to be juftified by it

Had the complaint been preferred to the
Governor, it would no doubt have ob-
tained redrefs. The circumflance, how-

ever, gave the greateft alarm to the inha-
bitants.

On the death of Colonel Fitch, Colonel

Walpole was appointed Commander in
Chief of the forces, with the rank of

Major-General. On the 15th of Septem-
ber, immediately after he had received his
difpatches, he quitted Accompong Town
unattended, and flew with inconceivable
rapidity through a very dangerous track
to the head-quarters at Trelawney Town,
He found the troops very much dif-
pirited by the recent misfortunes, jaded
and fatigued to the greatelt degree, badly

hunted,
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hutted, and ill accommodated. But un-
accuftomed to defpond himfelf, he in-
ftantly bent all his powers to remove the
caufes of defpondence in others, and to
remedy, in the beft manner, the evils they
encountered. All enterprife was rendered
impracicable by the inceflant rains which
now daily poured down with increafling
violence ; and General Walpole’s conver-
{ations with the people of the country
gave him but little hope of ftimulating
them to exertions. Worfted repeatedly,
though fuftained by fuch a force, they
began to confider the conteft as endlefs and
unavailing ; nor is their defpondence to be
wondered at, when we recolle& the little
impreffion that had been made upon the
rebels, not one of whom was known to
have been killed, while they, on the other
hand, had fpread devaftation around the
country, and had flain many fine fellows.

Under thefe cirenmftances, General Wal-

pole, refleting that the colony would be
totally
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totally loft, thould the troops now under
his command be again defeated, thought
it his duty to run no rifk in making
an attack, not only unlefs the probability
of fuccefs was clearly in his favour, but
alfo unlefs the refult of that fuccefs would
give a decifive turn to the operations of

the war. He had fully confidered the:

nature of the country, and the taics which
in fo novel and uncommon a fcene of
action, were beft adapted to a war, in car-
rying on which it was neceflary to form
a {yftematic plan. Perpendicular moun-
tains, and rocks impending over narrow
glades, and defiles for many miles round,
were the natural fortifications of the place,
prefenting  barriers almoft infurmount-
able: every thing was in favour of de-
fenfive operations, every thing difcouraged
an aflault. To turn upon the rebels their
own mode of warring, and to compel them
to engage on equal terms, was the judicious
determination of General Walpole, He
- gradually eftablifhed pofts on a more ex-
3 tended
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tended f{cale; to cover the neighbouring
{fettlements ; which, had the plantation ne-
groes been ill-difpofed, would have alfo
anfwered the purpofe of keeping them in
awe; and inftead of attempting to pen
the Maroons in a cordon, (for he knew it
would have been juft as feafible to pen
pigeons in a meadow,) he employed the
working negroes under cover of firong
advanced parties, to clear the heights that
furrounded his camp, the approaches to the
Maroon defile, and an eminence near his
head-quarters, which almoft looked into
the interior of the cockpit.

While General Walpole was maturing
his plan, an attack was made on the poft
that was Lee’s, now called Godly’s*, but
commanded by Captain White of the 83d
regiment. 1 One of the out-fentries declaring

that he faw a Maroon pafs him in the

* Tt was called Godly’s, from Major Godly of the 83d,
having repaired it after it was beat in, fubfequent to Lee’s
death,

dark,
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dark, the men were turned out, and being
formed into two parties, advanced from
the poft at day-dawn. The rebels no
where appearing, Major Godly, with Cap-
tain White of the fame regiment, returned
to his hut to take fome coffee, and called
to a negro boy to bring it. As the boy
was coming, a volley was fired, ‘and he
was killed. The officers refolved not to
abandon the poft, and with great bravery
held it till a detachment was fent to their
afliftance, on the arrival of which the
Maroons moved off. This poft, however,
was withdrawn about three weeks after *.

The working negroes continued clearing
the circumjacent ground, and at the fame
time General Walpole exercifed fome of the
moft active of his troops in the tadics he

* It was not pafled for fix weeks from this time ; for the
troops could not penetrate farther with fafety till the end
of November, when a party went to inter the remains of
Colonel Fitch, and thofe who fell with' hims « Only their
bones remained; et inter coftas Ducis repertum eft ipfius

had

cranium.
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had adopted, which, in fact, were thofe
of the Maroons improved, and in which

the foldier was to attend to the {creening
of his perfon, at the place where he fired
and re-loaded, as much as to the deftruc-
tion of the enemy. When the land was
laid fufficiently open, General Walpole
detached Lieutenant Richards with about
feventy of the 17th light dragoons, to afcend
the eminence on the right of Guthrie’s
Defile, in order to alcertain whether a de-
fcent into it that way were praéticable or
not. A f{mall fupport of a ferjeant and
ten men were ordered to advance on the
left of the dire& approach to the defile,
where the impoflibility of penetrating was
well known ; but in that diretion the men
anfwered the purpofe of a feint, to draw
off the attention of the Maroons, and were
ready, if neceflary, to fupport the real
attack. The dragoons being frefh, not
having marched above a mile, afcended
the hill with great alacrity, and were re-

ceived by the Maroons with great firmnefs,
and
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arid on each fide a rapid fire commenced:
The precipices prevented the foldiers from
advancing ; but for fome time a regular fire
was kept up both by them and their enemy,
from behind trees, rocks, and ftumps. By
this, however, little or no mifchief was
done to either party; yet it fhewed the
judgment of General Walpole in the mode
he had adopted, and convinced the rebels
that their affailants knew how to take
advantage of the face of the country as
well as they. The {mall party on the left
fell into a fatal error. Lieutenant Richards
being very inferior in number, and his
ammunition nearly expended, thought it
might be neceflary to cover his retreat, and
therefore fent to order up his {fupport. As
the {mall .party were croffing the track that
led to the defile, in order to join him,
a horn was blown within the cockpit:
Whether it was that the ferjeant who
commanded, imagined that Richards had
forced an entrance, or that he thought it
the fhorteft way to form the junétion,

Vor. L R certain
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certain it is that he wheeled to the left,
and took the road into the defile. The
cartridges of the men with Lieutenant

Richards being now almoft gene, a loud

!

iven for the ferjeant, and a

&
]

call was g
reafonable time allowed for his alcending
the hill.  -His not appearing, gave rife to

-an apprehen fion of his having been de-

Jract

)

coyed into, the defile by the found of the
horn, and if {o, of the inevitable deftruc-
vion of himielf and his men. The event

foon announced by a heavy fire: not

TET )
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one of them lived to return .

The Marcons now regarded their poft
as fecure from all that could be attempted
and {fo it would have been

* Some of the dragoons who had fired their laft round,
were haftening to quarters when this difcharge took place,
and were met by General Walpole, who ordered them back
again.~—¢ Pleafe your honour,” faid one cf them, ¢ we
have not a cartridge left.”’—¢ Then, what 15 that firing
I hear?” n:plied the General.— Why, your kLenour,”
eried the foldier, ¢ the boys fiting their Jaft rounds, and the

devil-a-onc you will get-away while he has a cartudge left.”’

thou ght
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thought by men of ordinary talentsy Gg-
neral Walpole thought otherwife. His

plans were ripening

oO?

and time only could
perfe&t them; but whether negotiation
were to be reforted to, or war continued,
he withed to keep his enemy as near him
as poflible. At a place called One-eye,
to the South-eaft, at the extremity of the
line of cockpits, he eftablifhed a poft, as
clofe to them as was convenient, and
another on He&or’s River, to the North-

eaft.  He obtained all the information of

the country that the furveyors could oive
him ; and from the Accompong Maroons
he gained the minuter knowledge of prac-
ticable tracks and unfrequented {prings.
Full of confidence in his plans, he looked
forward to the end of the wet {eafon for
the completion of them, contenting him=
felf to guard againft every difafter while
the continuance of the heavy rains impeded
enterprifes, and rendered the rifk of failure
greater than the profpet of fuccefs

R 2 ' In
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In the béginning of O&ober, Lord Bal-
carres thought it neceflary to augment the
forces under General Walpole, and accord-
ingly fent him detachments of the 13th,
2oth, and g9th, with the remainder of the
16th under Colonel Skinner, an officer
whofe known valour and condué& on for-
mer occafions had raifed him fo highly in
the efteem and affeGtion of all who knew
him, that nothing could have been more
welcome to the Commander in, Chief| or
more animating to the troops, than his
arrival : not but that General Walpole had
with him officers of judgment and bravery,
particularly Major Brown, who certainly
was entitled to high praife; but the uni-
verfal eftimation in which Colonel Skin-
ner ftood, inipirited the men, and was
to the General and officers an earneft of
fuccefs. -

The Maroons continued to make inroads
on the country; for, as I have already
obferved, it was impoffible to coop them

3 o '
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up 1n limits: like the wild creatures of a
foreft, they found iflues at every point.
On the 24th of O&ober, a party of them
came out from their faftnefs, and burnt
the houfe and coffee-ftores at Nairne and
other mountains *; and defcending upon
the fugar plantations, deftroyed Amity-Hall
Works, and forced away fome negroes from

an adjoining eftate.

The rainy feafon .now abated, and Ge-

neral ‘Walpole began his offenfive opera-

tions. Having gained an accurate know-
ledge of the country, he determined, in
the firlt place, to cut off the Maroons
from all points of convenient rendezvous ;
and he particularly confidered, that if he
could deprive them of the refource of water,
he thould fecure an advantage that muft
tend to a termination of the war, This,
therefore, was one of his chief objeéts;

* The word mountain is applied to fettlements on moun-
tains, which are generally of coffee and ground provifions,
Myr. Such-a-one’s mountain, a coffee mountain, &c.
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and from the fearcity of that neceflary of
life in the furrounding mountains in dry
weather, he had great hope of accom-
plithing it. The pofition now held by the
rebels fupplied water in abundance, there
being a {pring called Petit River bottom
in the cockpit to which Guthrie’s Defile
led, and where they were encamped on a
fmall flat of feven acres. From fuch a
pofition it was abfolutely neceflary to dif=
lodge them; and the General {oon con-
vinced them that it was not, as they had
flattered themielves, impoffible. 'The hill
above his quarters being now cleared, he
ordered a howitzer to be mounted upon
it, and fhells to be thrown into the cock-
pit,- from which they were foon driven,
leaving it to their conqueror; who, upon
their evacuating it, entered with his troops
by the formidable defile. “ Damn dat little
Buckra,” faid the Maroons on retiring, “ he
cunning more dan dem toder. Dis here
da new fafhion for fight ; him fire him big
ball a’ter you, and when big ball ‘top, de

5 damn
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damn funting fire a’ter you again. Come,
boys, make we go take farer, and fee wha

he will do den.”—* Damn that litile white .

man, he is more cunning than the others.
This 1s a new mode of fighting: he fires
a big ball among us, and when that feems
to ftop, the damned thing of itfelf fires
again upon us. Come, my boys, let us
be off;, and {fee when we are at. a diftance
what he will do.” '

On leaving Guthrie’s, the Maroons took
pofleflion of an adjoining cockpit, and fent
their womengand children to a remote one
on a different line. They had now got
upon ftrong ground again, and they threw
up a kind of breaftwork of old ftumps
and plaintain trees, which might have
been very ealily forced, had it not been
for. the fire they could have poured
in from above it. During the remainder
of the day they had a little reft, but next
morning a {upply of fhells being carried
np, they were diflodged from their new

R 4 retreat,
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retreat,and they took t6 a ftupendous height
on the left. Here, more accuftomed to
the fhells, which, owing to the diftance
from which they were now thrown, fell at
random, they were lefs intimidated, and
endeavoured to maintain their pofition.
By the vigilance of Mr. Werge of the 17th
light dragoons, who, unperceived, followed
a woman that had come down for water,
and was returning with her load, a path
was difcovered, through which the dra-
£00ns pufhed up, and were left mafters of
the height, the Maroons retreating down
a very fteep precipice, by= Putty-Putty
Bottom, a {mall dell, where there was a
natural well of water in a deep cave, to
a place called Ginger-Town Bottom, to
the Eaflward on the North range of cock-
pits, where very few Maroons had ever
penetrated before. In this they eftablifhed
their head-quarters, as it was convenient
for fupplying themfelves with provifions
irom the negro grounds on the Trelawney
mountains, and for procuring water., The

Cil~
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circum{pe&t, but a&ive operations of the
troops, now convinced the Maroonsthat they
would foon be compelled to move farther
ftill, as they would be cut off from water,
unlefs they could diflodge the troops from
the pofts they had taken: in conflequence,
they made feveral attacks, in which they
were conftantly repulfed. The 17th light
dragoons eftablithed themfelves on the hill,
which, as the advanced poft, was called
Guard Hill, where convenient huts and
barracks were erefted; and in their rear,
the 62d under Colonel Hull, were as com+
fortably eftablifhed at Petit River bottom,

The body of the Maroons againft which
thefe operations were carried on, con-
{ifted of their greateft force, and were
lill called old Montague’s, though com-
manded by Captain Charles Schaw ; but
the chief .commander among them Was
Johnfon, who was generally at the head
of a force inferior in number to thofe
with Schaw, but more a&tive and enter-

prifing,
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prifing. ‘Thefe were the men by whom
the ‘greateft ravages had been committed :
thefe, led by Johnfon, had burned the
fettlements in Weftmoreland, and after-
wards Mocha, Catadupa, Lapland, Ginger
Hill, Gowdeys, and other places. Johnfon
furprifed a convoy of provifions guarded
by ten foldiers, going to the pofts efta-
blithed at Mocha and Auguftus, and cut
off the heads of the foldiers. He had no
particular ftation, but fhifted from ground
to ground, according to the enterprife he
meditated.  Though known to be at a
certain place one day, he would the next
furprife another place at the diftance of
twenty miles. He was not encumbered
with women or children, and to his own
party he had attached about forty {laves,
whom he had armed. Thefe had caufe
to repent it; but having once joined-they
could not retra&, and fuffered themfelves
to be perfuaded that when a peace took
place, they would be included in the terms

as Maroons. Some of them Johnfon flogged
for
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for not fighting, while he made others
Captains, WI‘.'.OIII he again broke or flogged
if they deferved it, 'This treatment was
general ; nor did he feruple to infli& the
fame 1)[1:‘1;&11114311‘{ on his own fons; and,
Smith excepted, whofe vigour and valour
were equal to his own, he was a defpot
over his men ; yet under his difcipline t‘ley
fought better than the reff. On his fur-
render, he declared that he had never been
furprifed, but when the flaves were his
out-fentries ; and that though feveral of
thefe had been killed, he never loft but
two Maroons. He was, however, furprifed
on the 8th of November, by a very fele&
party from Weftmoreland, confifting chiefly
of people of colour under Mr. Williams and
Ruflell, and nothing but his uncommon
valour faved him. Far from fcreening him-
felf during the engagement, he was loud
in giving his orders, and was violent in the
abufe of Williams, whom he knew. Being
wounded with a ball, he immediately cut
it out with his knife, and continued exerting

him-
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himfelf to the utmoft to obtain the victory;
but all his efforts proved fruitlefs, and after
a hard ftruggle, he was obliged to quit the
field, which he managed to do with great
addrefs.

Several fkirmifhes took place, but no
affair that was attended with any important
refult. On the Trelawney fide, a party of
brown people under Captain Stewart, a
militia officer, fell in with a body of Charles
Schaw’s men, and two or three rounds
were exchanged. Some of the brown
people fled, others hid themfelves. The
Maroons being far fuperior in number, it
was perhaps fortunate that their ignorance
of the fuperiority prevented a purfuit. They
called to know who commanded the party.
The officer very judicioufly preferved fi-
lence, for had he fpoken, he would have
been thot. The moment was awful, but his
prudence was rewarded ; the Maroons left
the ground, and he had the honour of
carrying off his killed and wounded.

On
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On the fame fide of the country, fome
judicious enterprifes under Colonel Steven-
{fon, tended to cramp the rebels in that
quarter ; and Colonel Shawe, at the head

of the Kingfton troops, rendered fignal
fervices in fimilar excurfions. Indeed the

officers of the militia, and the men in

general, dilplayed great gallantry and zeal
in the fervice of the ifland.

In the beginning of December, it was
again the fate of Johnfon to experience
the effects of difcipline united with valour.
Captain Drummond of the r6th, with feve-
ral companies of the regulars, and about
fifty confidential black fhot, fell in with
him. in the mountains near Chefterfield,
and a {mart action enfued. In the early
- part of it, Johnfon was aually diflodged
by the black fhot from the eminence on
which he was pofted, and thefe, well and
clofely covered by the troops, were foreing
him from another pofition he had taken,
when detachments of the 13th light dra-

goonsg




(254 )

goons and St. Elizabeth’s militia from the
poft of Chefterfield, hearing the engage-
ment, haftened to the {pot, and, deceived
by the thicknefs of the underwood and
the obfcurity occafioned by the {moke, un-
fortunately direGted their fire on the body
who were aflailing the Maroons. Though
~no perfonal miflchief was done, it had the
effe@ of difcontinuing the a&tion at a
moment when it promifed a vi&orious
refult. In the confufion caufed by the
miftake, Johnfon drew off his men, and
Captain  Drummond was obliged to be
fatisfied with the confcioufnefs of having
done his'duty. = The black thot with him
had {uffered much, but their leader, Cud-
Joe, gained great credit, and. was after-
wards-properly rewarded. Cudjoe and his
men were. under the command of Captain
MacLean, who ' diftinguithed himfelf in
the moft gallant manner, and deferved the
warmelt gratitude of the country.

I have not thought it neceflary to break
through the train of military events, but
N it

e
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it will now be proper to go back alittle,
and obferve the flate of the public mind.
When it is recolleéted that a handful of
untrained negroes had, for near five months,
defied the whole force of the ifland, and
fome of the beft troops in his Majefty’s
fervice; that many valuable lives had been
loft in the conteft, while fcarcely a rebel
had fallen ; that many parts of the country
had been laid wafte; that the enemy who
were to be reduced fought differently from
every other enemy, could eafily evade their
aflailants, and remove by ways, unknown
and inacceffible to the troops from one part
of the ifland to the other; and that they
were the defcendants of a race of people
who had on a fimilar conteft, and by fimi-
lar warfare, gained their objes, it will not
appear [urprifing that every man who had
a ftake in the country, every inhabitant of
the colony, fhould feel an alarm, and be
anxious for the termination of the war.
The uncertainty of the iffue, and the
gloomy countenance of the ifland, induced
' the
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the Lieutenant-Governor to hold a council
at Falmouth. The meeting was large and
refpectable, but a defpondency prevailed
in it far beyond what circumftances jufti-
fied. It is true that the Maroons were
not fubdued or penned up, but affairs were
a&ually in a better train than at the opening
of the Aflembly in the month of September,
wheén hope of a {peedy reduction of the
rebels was by many people admitted.. At
that time, nothing was heard of but finifter
events, and a country {moking around:
fince that, the advantages had been chiefly
on the fide of the troops; and though
viCtory was feldom eafily obtained, the
Maroons had been taught to refpec their
foe, now accuftomed to a mode of war
which had been improved againft the in-
ftru&ors of it : yet {o difcouraged, {fo hope-
Iefs, were the perfons who compofed the
council, that they'propofed to fend into
the woods fome of the Maroon chiefs who
had been confined in irons, as ambafladors
R0 perfuade the rebels to make peace.

General
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General Walpole, who had come down

from the mountains to attend the council,,

and whofe mind was ‘not {wayed by the
apprehenfions which influenced the majority
of the members of it, declared to them
that he could entertain no hope from a
negotiation which was to be conduéted by
ambafladors who had been in fetters; re-
called to their minds the iffue of the vifit
which, during Colonel Fitch’s command,
had been made by Dunbar and Harvey
to the Maroons who furrendered on the
11th of Auguft; and, firongly urging his
fentiments againft the propofed fcheme to
the Governor and the Council, begged
them not to place the ifland at the mercy
of the rebels, by a [olicitation that would
virtually acknowledge them conquerors,
and {fow the {eeds of future wars, if not of
a Ipeedy general infurre@ion. He con-
curred in opinion that the war was not to
be a war of extermination, yet forcibly

infifted that peace thould not be concluded

under adverfe circumftances and apparent
Vor. L. 9 ‘impo-
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impotence, but granted after advantages
obtained, as the dictate of mercy or juftice
combined with power ; and he earneftly
befought them to give him time to mature
his plan, as the continuance of the campaign
for fome weeks longer could be attended
with no very great burden to the country,
and might eventually fave it. =~ Thefe judi-
cious reflexions, convincing in themf{elves,

were too firongly ftated to be refifted, the

council unanimoufly concurred in them,
and General Walpole was fuffered to purfue
the fyftem he had planned.

At this time, the {mall body of Maroons
who furrendered at Vaughan’s-ficld on the
11th of Auguft, petitioned to avail them-
felves of the law of 1791, by which their
people were enabled to relinquifh the {tate
and condition of Mairoons, and fettle in
the country as free negroes. A {imilar
petition had been made by others who
had been taken up, being chiefly people
of colour defcended from Maroons, The

firft
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hirft petition was not granted * : the latter

was ; the petitioners having committed no
adts of rebellion or difobedience,

All apprehenfion of a confpiracy fub-
fifting between the Maroons and the French
was completely removed ; the declaration
of the French prifoner, Murenfon, had
been done away by his fubfequent confef-
fion; and the moft diligent fearch for
emiffaries from St. Domingo had _proved
fruitlefs. Every alarm now centered in the
Maroon war: in the approaching dry
{eafon, imagination anticipated the view of
plantations reduced to athes, and the hor-
rors of a general infurreGion. Moft of the
inhabitants would have given half of their

* It was probably owing to fome confufed information
refpecting this petition, and the defire of the council for
peace, that Edwards ran into the miftake, ‘¢ that fimilar
overtures had been made by the ~0dy of Maroons in arms 3
that many wile and worthy men among the inhabitants
thought their terms ought to be accepted ; and that Ge-

neral Walpole himfelf concurred in the fame fentiment. .
Edwards.

S 2 fertunes

s




(; 260 ')

fortunes to be relieved of their anxiety
and all, except thofe on the field of action,
had been urgent and clamorous for peace
on almoft any terms, and were preparing
for themfelves humiliation, difgrace, and
danger, from which the firmnefs and ar-

dour of General Walpole faved the ifland.
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An Aé to repeal an A&, intituled, ¢ An A&
to repeal feveral Acts and Claufes of Aé&s
refpeting Slaves, and for the better Order
and Government of Slaves, and for other
Purpofes;” and allo to repeal the feveral
Ac&s and Claufes of A&s, which were re-
pealed by the Act intituled as aforefaid ; and
for confolidating, and bringing into one A, ,
the feveral Laws relating to Slaves, and for |
oiving them further Protetion and Security ;
for altering the Mode of Trial of Slaves
charged with capital Offences ; and for other
Purpofes.

[Se&. I. Preamble. Laws and claufes of laws to be repealed.—II, Pra-
prietors, &c. to allot Iand for every flave, and to allow him to cultivate
it.—I11. Slaves otherwife provided for.——~IV. Ownersobliged to pro-
vide for difabled flaves.—V. Slaves to be clothed by their owner once
a year.—VI. Owners to inftruét flaves in the Chriftian religion.-.--.. ﬁ(f
VII. Owners to give in an account of provifion.ground.—V1IT. {
Premium to flaves for informing on runaways. &c¢.—IX, The kille il
ing or apprehending rebellious flaves rewarded.—X. Perfons muti=
lating flaves fined and imprifoned, Mutilated flaves, jn certain {l
S 3 cafes
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cafes declared free. Juftices to inquire inte fuch mutilations, and
profecute the offenders ©wnees fued for cofts.—XI. Juftices to
iffue their warrants to bring mutilated flaves before them,==X1II
Perfons wilfully killing flaves to fuffer death.—XIII. Perfons cruel-
ly beating flaves, how punifhable,.—~XIV, Arbitrary punifhment
veftrained —X V. Putting iron collars or other chains on flaves,
prohibited.—X VL. -Juftices and vefiry to fupport difabled negroes.
How fuch flaves are difpofed of.—XVII. Owners muft not allow
their flaves to travel without tickets under penalty. Penalty on
neglet of duty.—XVIIL Slaves allowed holidays.—X1X. Slaves
allowed one day in every fortnight,—=XX. Time allowed for
breakfaft, &c.=~XX1I. Penalty for fuffering unlawful affemblies of
fl ives.—XXII. Civil or military officers to fupprefs fuch affemblies.
—XXIII. Overfcers, &c. whe fuffer fuch affemblies, to be im-
prifoned. Provifo.—XXI[V. Negro burials to be in day time.—
XXV. Imprifonment for negroes fuffering affemblies at their houfes.
—XXVI. Slaves not to keep fire-arms.—XXVII. Punifhment on
flaves offering violence to whites.—=XXVIII. Punifhment on flaves
barbouring flaves.—XXIX. Who are deemed runaways, X XX,
Reward for fecuring runaways. Provifo.—XXXI. How runaways
are to be difpofed of. —XX X11. Time of tickets limited. —=XXXIi1.
Account of births and deaths muft be given in.—XXXIV. Overfeer
to pay if his negle®.—XXXV. Surceons to give in an account of
flaves dying. Encouragement for increafe of flaves.—XXXVI. Fur-
ther encouragement for increafe of flaves.—XXXVII. Penalty on
free negroes, &c. granting tickets to flaves.—XXXVIII. Whites
granting fuch tickets punithable.—~XXXIX, XL & XLI. Keepers
of gaols, &c. to advertife runaways, detain them until paid their
fees, atteft the charges for mile-money, &c , allow them provifions,
and not hire them eut.—XLII. Certain runaways, how liable to be
punifhed.—XLIII. Runaways abfent fix months, how punifhable.
XLIV. Slaves guilty of Obeah, how punifhahle.—XLV. Slaves at-
tempting to poifon, to fuffer death,—XLVI. Slaves punifthable if
found in poficflion of large quantities of freth meat —XLVI1I. Slaves
ftealing horned cattle how punithed.—XLVIII, Slaves guilty of
crimes how tried. —XLIX., Jurors to ferve under penalty.—L. Three
juftices to form a court.—LI. How executions are performed.
—~=LII. Slaves giving falfe evidence how punithed,—LIII. How fees
of flaves difcharged by proclamation are paid.—LIV. Clerk of the
peace to record flave trials.—LV. Five days notice of trial to be
given. —LVI. Slaves executed, or tranfported, to be valued. —LVIL
Such valuation to be paid by Receiver-general.—LVIII. Slaves
zeturning from tranfportation fuffer death ==LIX, Punithment for

: inferior
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inferior crimes.—~LX. Provoft-miarthal to deliver runaways to worka
houfe keeper.—LXI. Runaways to be committed to workhoufe.—
LXT1I. Horfes, &c. belonging to flaves, to be taken up and fold.—
LXIII. Penalty for permitting flaves to keep horfesi==LX1V. Oath
to be made that flaves have no property.—LXYV. Slaves not to pur=
chafe horfes, &c.—LXVI. Penalty for concealing flaves againit
Whom warrants are ifflued.—LXVII. Slaves attempting to depart
_ this ifland, how punifhable.~~LXVIII. Penalty for affifting flaves
to go off the ifland.—LXI1X. Penalty on whites for aiding flaves to go
off the ifland.~—~LXX. Perfons fo offending to be procceded againft.
—LXXI. Overfeers not to leave eftates on holidays.—LXXII. Slaves
not te be mutilated. —LXXIIL. Punithment on fuch as efcape from
the workhoufe,—LXX1V. Penalty for fuffering flaves to efcape.=—
LXXV. Slaves not te hunt with lances, &c.—LXXVI. Juftices to
do their duty in martial law.—LXXVII. Jurors, &c. proteted.—
LXXVIII. How penalties fhall be recovered and difpofed of,

\VHEREAS it 1s for the public good, that all the
laws refpecting the order and government of flaves,
fhould be confolidated and brought into one law, in
order to prevent confufion, and that juftice may more
effeCtually be executed refpeting flaves; and whereas
it is found neceflary, for the purpofe of giving further
fecurity to flaves, that the mode of trial of flaves
charged with capital offences fhould be altered ; and
whereas, in order thereto, it is neceflary that all
the herein after-mentioned laws, and claufes of laws,
fhould be repealed; viz. &c. &c. &c. We, your
- majelty’s dutiful and loyal fubjects, the aflembly of
this your majefty’s ifland of Jamaica, do moft humbly
befeech your majefty, that it may be enacted, Be it
therefore enafted, by the lieutenant-governor, council,
and aflfembly of the faid ifland, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority of the fame,
That, from and after the pafling of this act, all and

S 4 every
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every the faid herein before-mentioned laws, and claufes
of laws, and every part thereof, be and ftand annulled,
repealed, and made void, and are hereby annulled,
repealed, and made void to all intents and purpofes
whatfoever; any thing in the faid laws, and claufes
of laws, or in any other law, contained to the come
trary, in anywife notwithftanding.

II. And whereas nothing can contribute more to the
good order and government of flaves than the humanity
of their owners, in providing for and fupplying them
with good and wholefome provifions, and proper and
{ufficient clothing, and all fuch other things as may be
proper and neceflary for them, during their being in a
ftate of flavery : For which end and purpofe be it further
enacted by the authority aforefuid, That, from and after
the pafling of this a&, every mafter, owner, or pofleflor,
of any plantation or plantations, pens, or other lands
whatfoever, fhall allot and appoint a fufficient quantity
of land for every flave he fhall have in pofleflion upon,
or belonging to, fuch plantation or plantations, pens,
or other lands, as and for the proper ground of every
fuch flave, and allow fuch flave fufficient time to
work the fame, in order to provide him, her, or them-
felves with fufficient provifions for his, her, or their
maintenance: and alfo, all fuch mafters, owners, or
pofieflors of plantations, pens, or other lands, fhall
plant upon fuch plantations, pens, or other lands, in
ground-provifions, at leaft one acre of land for every
Zen negroes ™ that he fhall he poflefled of on fuch

* In the former a& an acre of provifions was alloited to every
feur negroes, exclufive as above, but it was found an exorbitant and
unneceffary allowance, and the alteration was made as it now ftands

exrefsly that the law might be enforced.
planta-
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plantation, pen, or other lands, over and above the
negro-grounds aforefaid ; which lands {hall be kept up

in a planter-like condition, under the penalty of fifty
pounds.

HI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefnid,
That every fuch 1mafler, ‘ownery dr Pofféffory or his or Ber
overfeer or chief manager, fhall perfonally infpest into the
condition of fuch negro-grounds once in cvery month af the
leafty in order 2o fee that the fame are cultivated and kept
up in a proper manner, of which oath Sball be miade, as in
this alt is hereafter direfted. And whereas it may
happen, that in many plantations, pens, fettlements,
and towns in this ifland, there may not be lands
proper for the purpofes aforefaid; then, and in that
cafe, the mafters, owners, or poffeflors, do, by fome
other' ways and means, make good and ample pro-
vifion for all fuch flaves as they fhall be pofleficd of,
equal to the value of two fhillings and {ix-pence
rency per week for each flave, in order that they may
be properly fupported and maintained, under the pe-
nalty of hifty pounds.

Cur-

IV. And be it further enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That no malter, owner, or pofleflor of any
flave or flaves, whether in his or her own right, .or as
attorney, guardian, truftee, executor, or otherwife,
fhall difcard or turn away any fuch flave or flaves
on account of or by reafon of fuch flave or flaves being
rendered incapable of labour or fervice to fuch malfter,
owner, or' pofleflor, by means of ficknefs, age, or
mfirmity ; but every fuch mafter, owner, or poffeflor,

a5
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ag aforefaid, fhall be, and he is hereby obliged, to keep
all fuch flave or flaves upon his, her, or their pro-
perties, and to find and provide them with wholefome

neceffaries of life, and not fuffer fuch flave or {flaves

as aforefaid to be in want thereof, or to wander about,
or become burthenfome to others for {uftenance, under
the penalty of ten pounds for every fuch offence, to
be recovered in a fummary manner, before any one
juftice of the peace in this ifland ; who is hereby
authorized, empowered, and required, to caufe fuch
_ mafter, owner, or poffeflor, his, her, or their attorney
or agent, and fuch other perfons as he fhall judge
neceffary, to be fummoned before him, to enable him
to judge and determine of the propriety of fuch infor-
mation, and whether fuch mafter, owner, or poffefior,
ought to incur the faid penalty; and in the mean
time, and until fuch trial can be had, the faid juftice
of the peace, on his own view, or upon the informa-
tion of any white perfon, upon oath, is hereby em-
powered and required, to take up fuch wandering,
fick, aged, or infirm {lave or flaves, and to lodge him,
her, or them, in the neareft workhoufe, there to be
clothed and fed, but not worked, at the expence of
the mafter, owner, or pofleflor, until fuch trial as
aforefaid can be had ; and if it fhall appear to the faid
juftice, on fuch trial, that the party or parties {fo com-
plained of is or are guilty of the faid offence, and fhall
refufe to pay the faid ten pounds, and the fees to fuch
workhoufe for the maintenance of {fuch flave or {laves,
together with the charges of the convittion, the faid
juftice is hereby required and empowered, under the
penalty of twenty pounds, forthwith, by warrant under

; his
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his hand and feal, dire@ed to the conftable, to commit
fuch offender or offenders to the common gaol of the
county or parifh where the offence fhall be committed,
there to remain until he or fhe fhall pay the faid {fum
of ten pounds, and charges as aforefaid ; one moiety
of which faid fine fhall be paid to the informer, and
the other moiety thall be.paid into the hands of the
churchwardens of fuch parifh, for the poor of faid
parifh ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary note
withftanding.

V. And for the better encouragement of flaves to
do their duty to their mafters, owners, or pofleflors,
be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
every mafter, owner, or pofleflor of flaves,’ {hall, once
In every year, provide and give to each flave they fhall
be poflefied of proper and fufficient clothing, to be
approved of by the juftices and veftry of the parifh
where fuch mafter, owner, or poffeflor of fuch flaves
refides, under the penalty of fifty pounds.

VL. And be it further enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That all mafters and miftrefles, owners, or,
in their abfence, overfeers of flaves, fhall, as much as
in them lies, endeavour the inftruGion of their flaves
in the principles of the Chriftian religion, whereby to
facilitate their converfion, and fhall do their utmof
endeavours to fit them for baptifm, and as foon as
conveniently they can, caufe to be baptifed all fuch as
they can make {enfible of a Deity, and the Chriftian
faith.

VII. {&nd




{268 )
VIL And be it further enacted by the authority

aforefaid, That every mafter, owner, proprictor, or
poffeflor of flaves, his or her overfeer or'chief manager,
at their giving in an account of their flaves and f{tock
to the jultices and veftry, on the twenty-eight day of
December in every year, fhall, under the penalty of
fifty pounds for every neglect, alfo give in, on oath,
an account of the quantity of land in ground-provi-
fions, over and above the negro-grounds, upon fuch
plantation, pen, OF other fettlement, where there are
lands proper for the cultivation of fuch provifions ; and,
where there are not lands proper for fuch purpofes, then
an account, on oath, of the provifion made on fuch
plantation, pen, ot other fettlement, or means adopted
for the maintenance of the flaves thereon; and fhall
alfo, at the fame time, and under the like penalty,
give in an account, on oath, of the nature and quan-
tity of the clothing aGtually ferved to each flave on
fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, for the ap-
probation of the juftices and veftry as aforefaid ; and
Shall, likewife, at the fame time declare, on oath, that he
hath infpected the negro-grounds (where fuch grounds are
allotted) of [uch plantation, pen, or [ettlement, according
to the divettions of this aét.

VIIL. And, in order to encourage flaves for every
good and worthy a& that they fhall. do, be it further
enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every flave or
{laves that fhall take up any runaway {lave, or inform
againft any perfon who fhall have or conceal any
runaway flave or flaves, fo that fuch runaway flave or

flaves. may be taken and reftored to his owner or
QWIers 3




( 269 )
owners; every {uch flave or flaves, fo informing, fhall
be entitled to {uch reward as any juftice fhall in reafon
and juflice think juft and reafonable, and be paid by fuch
perfon or perfons as fuch juftice fhall determine ought
to pay the fame, not exceeding twenty fhillings.

IX. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any {lave or flaves fhall kill or take
any flave or flaves in actual rebellion, he or they fhall
receive from the churchwardens of the refpeltive
parifhes where fuch flave or flaves fhall have been
killed, the fum of three pounds, and the fum of five
pounds if taken alive, and a blue cloth coat, with a
red crofs on the right fhoulder, to be paid by the
churchwardens of the refpective parifthes where fuch
flave or flaves fhall have been killed or taken; the
whole expence whereof fhall be reimburfed by the
receiver-general for the time being, out of any monies
in his hands unappropriated.

X. And, in order to prevent any perfon from muti-
lating or difmembering any {lave or {laves, be it further
enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any mafter,
miftrefs, owner, pofleflor, or other perfon whatfoever,
fhall, at his, her, or their, own will and pleafure,
or by his, her, or their, direCtion, or with his, her,
or their, knowledge, fufferance, privity, or confent,
mutilate or difmember any flave or flaves, he, fhe, or
they, fhall be liable to be indicted for each offence in
the fupreme court of judicature, or in any of the
aflize courts of this ifland; and, upon conviétion,
{hall be punifhed by fine, not exceeding one hundred
pounds, and imprifonment, not exceeding twelve

14 monthsg,
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months, for each and every flave fo mutilated or dif-
membered; and fuch punithment is declared to be
without prejudice to any action that could or might
be brought at common law, for recovery of damages
for or on account of the fame: And,in very atrocious
cafes, where the owner of fuch {lave or flaves fhall be
convicted of fuch offence, the court before whom
fuch offender fhall have been tried and convifted, are
hereby empowered, in cafe they fhall think it neceffary,
for the future prote€tion of fuch flave or flaves, to
declare him, her, or them, free, and difcharged from
all manner of fervitude, to all intents and purpofes
whatfoever: And, in all fuch cafes, the court are
hereby empowered and authorifed, if to them it fhall
appear neceflary, to order and dire& the faid fine of
one hundred pounds to be paid to the juftices and
veftry of the parith to which the faid flave or flaves
belonged, to the ufe of the faid parifh, the faid juftices
and veftry, in confideration thereof, paying to fuch of
the faid flave or flaves, fo made free, the fum of ten
pounds per annum, for his, her, or their, maintenance
and {upport during life ; and in cafe any flave or {laves
fhall fuffer any before-defcribed mutilations, fuch flave
or flaves, on his, her, or their, application to any
juftice of the peace, the faid juftice of the peace fhall
be, and is hereby, diretted, required, and empaowered,
on view, and certain convition of the fact, to fend
fuch flave or flaves to the nearelt workhoufe where
fuch offence fhall he committed, and fuch {lave or
flaves fhall be there fafely kept, and carefully attended,
at the expence of {uch parifh, until fuch time as there

may be 2 legal mecting of the jultices and -veftry of
fuch
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Tuch parith; which juftices and veftry, fo met, are
hereby created and appointed a council of protection
of fuch flave or flaves: And the faid juftices and
veltry, fo met, are hereby direCted and empowered,
to make further and full enquiry, upon view, into
the commitment of the mutilation of fuch flave or
flavess and, if to them it {hall appear proper, the faid
juftices and veftry are hereby empowered and required
to profecute to effet fuch owner or owners; the ex-
pence of which profecution fhall be paid by the parifk
where fuch offence fhall be committed : And in cafe
the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves fhall ap-
pear capable of paying the cofts and charges of {uch
before-mentioned profecution, the faid juftices and
veftry are hereby empowered to commence fuit or
fuits againft fuch owner or owners of fuch {lave or
flaves, and recover all cofts and charges out of purfe,
by them laid out and expended in fuch fuit or fuits-
And the keeper or fupervifor of the workhoufe where
fuch mutilated flave or {laves thall have been firft com-
mited, is hereby direCted and required, upon due
notice of the firft meeting of the juftices and veftry
of the parifh where the offence was committed, to
produce fuch mutilated flave or flaves, for the infpec-
tion and direction of fuch juftices and veftry, under
the penalty of twenty pounds for every negled, in

not producing before fuch juftices and veftry fuch flave
or flaves.

XI. And be it further ‘enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That in cafe any juftice of the peace fhall
vecelve any complaint or probable intelligence from any

1§ Save
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Slave or otherwife, that any flave or {flaves is or are o
mutilated, or is or are confined without [ufficient fupports
it fhall and may be lawful for fuch juftice of the
peace, and he is hereby empowered and required,
forthwith to iffue his warrant to any conftable, order-
ing him immediately to proceed to the place where
fuch {flave or flaves, fo mutilated, are confined, and
fuch flave or flaves to #eleafe and bring before fuch
juftice, who, on view of the fuil, is hereby authorifed
20 fend fuch flave or flaves to the workboufe for proteclion,
and who is there to be kept, but not to be worked, until
enguiry fhall be made ints the fat according 1o law.

XII. And be it further enalted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any perfon hereafter fhall wantonly,
willingly, or bloody-mindedly, kill, or caufe to be
killed, any negro or other {lave, fuch perfon fo offend-
ing, fhall, on conviction, be admitted guilty of felony,
without benefit of clergy, and fhall fuffer death ac-
cordingly for the faid offence: Provided always, That
fuch conviction fhall not extend to the corrupting the
blood, or the forfeiture of lands or temements, goods
or chattels; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the con-
trary thereof, in anywife notwithftanding.

XIII. And be it further enated by the authority
forefaid, That from and after the pafling of this a&,
ny perfon or perfons that fhall wantonly or cruelly
whip, maltreat, beat, bruife, wound, or fhall imprifon
er keep in confinement, without fufficient fupport,
any flave or {laves, fhall be fubjet to be indicted for
the fame in the fupreme court of judicature, or in

either
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cither of the courts of affize, or courts of quarters
{eflions in this ifland 5 and, upon being thereof legally
convicted, he, {he, or they, fhall fuffer fuch punithment,
by fine or imprifonment, or 4oth, as the judges or juf-
tices of fuch courts fhall think proper to inflict ; any
law, cuftom, or ufege to the contrary in anywife
notwithftanding : And fuch punithment is hereby
declared to be without prejudice to any aftion at
common law that could or might be brought for the
recovery of damages for and on account of the fame,
in cafe fuch flave or flaves fhall not be the property of
the offender.

XIV. And, in order to reftrain arbitrary punifh-
ments, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That no flave oh any plantation or fettlement, or in
any of the workhoufes or gaols in this ifland, fhall
receive more than ten lalhes at one time and for one
offence, unlefs the owner, attorney, guardian, exe-
cutor, or adminiftrator, or overfeer, of fuch plantation
or fettlement, having fuch flave in his care, or {uper-
vifor of fuch workhoufe, or keeper of fuch gaol, fhall
be prefent ; and that no fuch owner, attorney, guardian,
executor, adminiftrator, or overfeer, fupervifor, or gaol-
keeper, fhall, on any account, punifh a {lave with more
than thirty-nine lathes at one time, and for one offence,
nor inflicty, or fuffer to be infliGed, fuch lafl-mentioned
punifbmenty nor any other number of lafhes, in the fame
day, nor Yuntil the delinquent has recovered fromthe effezs of
any former punifbment, under the penalty of 7z pounds *

# In the former a& 5/
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for every offénce, to be recovered againft the perfon
dire&ting or permitting fuch punifhment.

XV. And whereas a mifchievous praitice hath fome-
times prevailed of punifbing ill-difpofed flaves, and Juch as
are apt 1o abfcond from their owners, by fixing or caufing
to be fixed round the necks of fuch flaves, an iron collar
with projecting bars or hooks to prevent the future defertion
of fuch flaves; be it Sfurther enalted by the authority afore-
faidy, That fuch practice is hereby declared to be utterly
unlawful, and that no perfon fball, on any pretence what-
Joevery under the penalty of Jifty poundy,- punifb any negro
or othey flave, whether bis own property or otherawife, by
fixing, or caufing to be fixed, any iron or other collar
vound the neck of fuch flave, or by lading the body or
limbs of fuch [lave, for any gffence awhatfoever, with chains,
ironsy or weights, of any kindy other than [uch as are
abfolutely neceffary for [ecuring the perfon of [uck flave ;
and all and every the juffices of the peaces awithin this
ifland, are bereby authorifed, diveéled, and requived, under
the penalty of one bundred poundsy on information and view
of fuch offence; to order Juch collar, ckainsy irons, or
aweights, to be immediately taken off from the flave or flaves

wwearing or bearing the fame.

XVI. And whereas, from the deceale and removal
of refidence of many proprictors of {laves, and other
circumftances, and from the manumiflion of negro,
mulatto, and other {flaves, without any f{uitable provi-
fion being made for their future maintenance, many
unhappy objeéts, affli¢ted with contagious diftempers,
or difabled from labour by ficknefs, old age, and other-

wife,
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wife, and having no owners, prove dangerous, or be-
come a burthen and nuifance to the {everal towns and
parifhes of this ifland: for remedy whereof, be it
further enaded by.the authority aforefaid, That the
jultices and veftrymen of the feveral towns and parifhes
in this ifland be empowered, and they are hereby
empowered, to lay a tax upon the inhabitants of the
faid feveral towns and parifhes, in the fame manner as
the parochial taxes are ufvally laid, for the purpofe
of raifing fuch a fum as they fhall judge fufficient to
provide for the maintenance, clothing, medical care,
and attendance, in the workhoufes or other convenient
places of the faid feveral towns and parifhes of this
ifland, of fuch negro, mulatto, or other flaves, or other
unhappy obje&s as aforcfaid: And the magiftrates
refpectively of fuch town and parifh are hereby em-
powered and required, upon application being made
to them, or either of them, to order all fuch objects
ds aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to the re-
fpettive workhoufes of each. parith where (if a flave)
the former proprietor or proprietors, owner or OWNETS,
of fuch flave lived or refided ; or, if a perfon of colour
made free, where the perfon or perfons who manue
mifed or fet free fuch perfon of colour refided before
his deceafe, there to be lodged and tzken care of as
aforefaid: And the magiftrates and veftries of the
feveral towns and parifhes, as aforefaid, are hereby
empowered and required to make from time to time
all fuch humane and falutary regulations, for the
purpofes aforefaid, as to them fhall appear neceflary
and expedient,

d
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XVII. And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary, that
the flaves in this ifland fhould be kept in due obedience
to their owners, and in due fubordination to the
white people in general, and, as much as in the
power of the legiflature, all means and opportunities
of flaves committing rebellious confpiracies, and other
crimes, to the ruin and deftrution of the white
people, and others in this ifland, prevented, and that
proper punithments fhould be appointed for all crimes
to be by them committed ; be it further enatted by
the authority aforefaid, That no flave, fuch only excepted
as are going with firewood, grafs, fruit, provifions, or
fmall fluck and other goods, which they may lawfully felly
40 marhket, and returning therefrom, fhall hereafter be
fuffered or permitted to go out of his or her mafter
or owner’s plantation or [ettlement, or to travel from
one town or place to another, unlefs fuch flave fhall
have a ticket from his malter, owner, employer or
overfeer, exprefling particularly the time of fuch flave’s
fetting out, and where he or fhe is going, and the
time limited for his or her return, under a penalty
not exceeding forty fhillings for every flave fo offend-
ing, to be recovered from the mafter, owner, em-
ployer, or overfeer, in a fummary manner, before any
one juftice of the peace, by warrant of difirefs, com-
plaint being made to him upon oath, unlefs the
mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer, of fuch f{lave
fhall prove, upon oath, before any juftice of the peace
of the parifh or precinct where fuch mafter, owner,
employer, or overfcer, may or fhall live, or happen to
e, that he did give the faid flave fuch ticket as
aforefaid, or that fuch flave went away without his

confent;
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confent ; and if fuch jultice fhall refufe or negle&k
his duty, either in caufing the penalty to be forthwith
levied, on complaint being made to him as aforefaid,
on the owner, overfeer, or any other perfon, who
fhall fuffer a flave, being under his or their dire@ion,
to go without a ticket as aforefaid, every juftice fo
offending fhall forfeit the fum of five pounds ; any law,
cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding *,

XVHI. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That for the future, all flaves in this ifland
thall be allowed the ufual number of holidays that
were allowed at the ufual feafons of Chriftmas, Eafter,
and Whit{untide: Provided, That, at every fuch re-
fpective feafon, no two holidays fhall be allowed to
follow or fucceed immediately one after the other,
except at Chriltmas, when they fhall be allowed
Chriftmas-day, and alfo the day immediately fucceed-
ing ; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary not-
withftanding : And if any mafter, owner, guardian,
or attorney, of any plantation or fettlement, or the
overfeer of fuch plantation or fettlement, fhall pre-
fume, at the feafons aforefaid, to allow any holidays
to any flave belonging to any fuch plantation or fet-
tlement, other than as directed by this act to be given,
every perfon fo offending, fhall forfeit the fum of five
pounds.

XIX. And whereas it hath been ufual and cuftom-
ary with the planters in this ifland, to allow their

# In the former a¢t it was alfo provided that the flave himfelf, zoing
without a ticket, fhould be punifhed, which is now omitted.
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flaves one day in every fortnight to cultivate their own -

provifion-grounds (exclufive of Sundays), except during
the time of crop; but the fame not being compulfory,

.be it therefore enaéted by the authority aforefaid,

That the flaves belonging to, or emplcyed on, every
plantation or fettlement, fhall, over and above the
holidays herein before-mentioned, be allowed one day
in every fortnight, to cultivate their own provifion-
grounds, exclufive of Sundays, except during the time
of crop, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be re-
covered againft the overfeer or other perfon having
the care of fuch flaves.

XX. And be it further enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That every field-flave on fuch plantation or
fettlement fhall, on work days, be allowed, according
to cuftom, half an hour for breakfaft, and two hours
for dinner ; and that no flaves fhall be compelled to
any manner of field-work upon the plantation before
the hour of five in the morning, or after the hour
of feven at night, except during the time of crop,
under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered
againft the overfeer or other perfon having the care of

{uch {laves.

XX1., And be it further enalted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any mafter, owner, guardian, or
attorney, of any plantation or fettlement, {hall here-
after fuffer any ftrange flaves, exceeding twelve in
number, to affemble together and beat their military
drums, or blow their horns or fhells, upon any

plantation; pen, or {ettlement, or in amy yard or place
under




( 279 )

under his, her, or their, care or management, or
fhall not endeavour to difperfe or prevent the fame,
by immediately giving notice thereof to the next
magiftrate or commiffioned officer, that a proper force
may be fent to difperfe the faid flaves ; every fuch
mafter, owner, guardian, or attorney, fhall, for every
fuch offence, upon conviction thereof, upon an in-
dictment in the fupreme court of judicature, or courts
of afize, pay a fine of fifty pounds to his majefty,
his heirs and fucceflors, for and towards the lupport
of the government of this ifland, and the contingent
charges thereof: Provided neverthelefs, That infor-
mation of fuch offence fhall be made, upon ocath,
before any of his majefty’s juftices of the peace,

within the fpace of five days after the commiffion of
fuch offence.

XXII. And be it further ena&ed by the authority
aforefaid, That all officers, civil and military, fhall be,
and are hereby empowered and required, to enter into
any plantation, fettlement, or other place, to difperfe
all {uch unlawful affemblies, and to {upprefs and
prevent all unlawful drummings or other noife, as
before-mentioned 5 any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the
contrary notwithftanding,

XXIII. And whereas it has been found by experi-
ence, that rebellions have been often concerted at
negro dances, and nightly meetings of the flaves of
different plantations, when fuch flaves are generally
intoxicated ; and as it has been found alfo, that thofe
meetings tend much to injure the healths of Negroes 3
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be it therefore enaGed by the authority aforefaid,
That if any overfeer, or, in his abfence, any book-
keeper, or other white perfon, having the care and
management of any plantation or {ettlement, fhall
fuffer any flaves to affemble together, and beat their
military drums, or blow their horns or fhells, every
fuch overfeer, book-keeper, or other white perfon fo
offending, fhall, for every fuch offence, upon convic-
tion thereof, upon an indiétment in the fupreme
court of judicature, or before the juftices of the aflize,
{uffer fix months’ imprifonment without bail or main-
prize: Provided information is made, upon cath as
aforefaid, before one of his majefty’s juftices of the
peace, within five days after the commiflion of fuch
offence: And provided always neverthelefs, that no-
thing herein contained {hall be conftrued to prevent
any mafter, owner, or proprietor, of any plantation
or {ettlement, or the overfeer thereof, from granting
liberty to the flaves of fuch plantation or fettlement
only, for affembling together upon {uch plantation or
{ettlement, and playing and diverting themfelves in
any innocent amufements, fo as they do not make
ufe of military drums, horns, or fhells ; but that they
fhall and may grant fuch liberty when and as often
as they pleafe, any thing in this, or any other act,
to the contrary notwithftanding : Provided, that fuch
amufements are put an end to by twelve of the clock
at night.

XXIV. And, in order to prevent rviots and nightly
mestings among negro and other [laves, to the diffurbance
of the public peace, and the endangering their healths, be

it
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28 further enafled by the authority aforefaid, That all
negro burvials fball in future take place in the day time
anly, fo that the [ame may be ended bt_’ﬁare Sfunfet ; and gf
any mafler, owner, or poffeflor of flaves, bis or her over=
Jeery or chicf manager, fhall kuowingly [uffer or permit
the burial of any [lave otheraife than as before direited, be
JShall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds.

XXV. And be it further enated by the anthority
aforefaid, Thar if any Indian, free negro, or mulatto,
{hall hereafter fuffer any unlawful aflembly of {laves
at his or her houfle or fettlement, every fuch Indian,
free negro, or mulatto, fhall, upon due convittion
thereof, {fuffer imprifonment, not exceeding fix monthss:
Provided neverthelefs, That information thereof fhall
be given, on oath, within five days of fuch unlawful
meeting.

XXVI. And be it further enalted by the authority
aforefaid, That all {laves who fhall hereafter be found
to have in his or their cuftody, any fire-arms, gun-
powder, flugs, or ball, {uch flave being thereof con-
vi&ed, before two juftices, fhall {uffer {uch punithment
as the faid juftices fhall think proper to inflict, by

 whipping or hard labour in the workhoufe, not ex-
ceeding the term of fix months.

XXVIL. And be it further enaéted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any flave fhall offer any violence,
by ftriking or otherwife, to any white perfon, fuch
flave, upon due and proper proof, fhall, upon con-
yiction, be punithed with death, Zranfportation, or
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confinement to hard labour, not exceeding two years,
or otherwife, as the court fhall, in their difcretion,
think proper to inflit 5 Provided fuch firiking or con-
flict be not by command of his or their owners,
overfeers, or perfons entrufted over them, or in the
lawful defence of their owners’ perfons or goods.

XXVIII. And be it further enaéted by the autho-
rity aforefaid, That any flave or flaves, who fhall
knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway flave or
flaves, fhall be liable to be tried for the fame at the
flave court hercinafter appointed, and on conviction,
fuffer fuch punifhment as the'juﬁices at the faid court
fhall think proper to infli&, not extending to life or
limb.

XXIX. And whereas it is very dangerous to the
peace and fafety of this ifland, to fuffer {laves to con-
tinue out as runaways, and it is abfolutely neceflary
to declare and make known to the public what flaves
fhall be deemed fuch; be it therefore enaled by the
authority aforefaid, That from and after the pafl-
ing of this ad, any flave or flaves who Jhall e
abfent from his awner or employer, without leave, for the
Jpace of ten days, and fhall be found at the diftance of
eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or other fet-
tlement, to which heé, fhe, or they, belong, without
a ticket or other permit to pafs, except as before ex-
septed, in going to and refurming from market, fhall be
deemed a runaway.

XXX. And
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XXX. And be it further enafled by the authority

aforefaid, That any perfon whatfoever, who fhall ap-
prehend fuch flave or flaves, fhall, for every one fo
apprehended, be entitled to receive from the owner,
employer, overfeer; or manager of fuch flave or flaves,
the fum of ten fhillings, and no more ; belides mile-
money, at the rate of one fhilling per mile for the firft
five miles, and fix-pence per mile afterwards: Pro-
vided fuch flave or flaves had+abfented him, her, or
themfelves, ten days without the privity, knowledge,
or confent, of the proprietor, overfeer, or other white
perfon, refiding on the plantation or fettlement to
which fuch {lave or {laves fhall belong ; which time of
abfence of fuch flave or flaves fhall be declared on the
oath of {fuch proprietor, overfeer, or other white per-
fon, as aforefaid, if the party taking up fuch {lave or
flaves fhall require it: But it is the true intent and
meaning of this aét, that every perfon or perfons who
thall apprehend any {lave or flaves, that ufually refide
in, or are employed in, any of the towns of this
ifland, and that at the time are actually runaway or
ablent from their owner, employer, or manager’s,
fervice, ten days, fhall be entitled to the reward of
ten fhillings, although the flave or {laves fhould not be
eight miles diftant from their employer’s habitation :
Provided neverthelefs, That nothing in this aét con-
tained, thall be conftrued to extend to an allowance of
the faid fum of ten fhillings and mile-money, in addi-
tion to the fum allowed to maroon negroes for appre-
hending runaways: And provided alfo, That it is not
hereby intended to deprive the faid maroons of their

2 legal




( 283 )

Iegal and eftablifhed reward of forty fhillings for each

negro.

XXXI. And be it further enated by the authority
aforefaid, That the perfon or perfons fo apprehending
fuch flave or flaves, fhall convey him, her, or them, to
their refpective owner, employer, or manager, or to
the workhoule of fuch parifh, if any workhoufe is
eftablithed there; and in cafe of there being no work-
heufe, to the next gaol, in cafe the owner, employer,
or manager, of fuch flave or flaves fhall refufe to pay
the faid fum of ten fhillings, and mile-money as afore-
faid, or take the oath as to the time of abfence; in
which cale, the gaol or workhoufe keeper is hereby
required and ordered to receive {uch flave or flaves into
his or their cuftody, and to pay the party delivering fuch
flave or {laves the faid fum of ten thillings and mile-
money as aforefaid, and no more, for each flave fo de-
livered, under the penalty of five pounds: Provided
neverthelefs, That if fuch flave or flaves is or are
brought to any gaol or workhoufe by any white per-
fon, free negro, free mulatto, or Indian, no gaoler or
workhoufe-keeper fhall pay fuch fum before fuch per-
fon fhall have taken an oath, (which oath fuch gaoler
or workhoufe-keeper is hereby required, under the
penalty of five pounds, to file in his office and pro-
duce, whenever thereunto required by the owner or
poffeflor of fuch flive or flaves,) that the flave or flaves
fo apprehended was or were at the reputed diftance of
eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or fettlement,
to which fuch flave or flaves do belong (except as be-
fore 1s excepted), and that fuch flave or flaves had no
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ticket orother permit in writing from his mafter, miftrefs, B
overfeer, employer, or manager, at the time fuch flave

or flaves was or were apprehended, for him, her, or |
them, to pafs unmolefted, and that the faid flave or f
flaves had been carried firlt to the owner, employer, or
manager of fuch flave or flaves (provided fuch owner,
employer, or manager, fhall be in the parith in which
fuch flave or flaves fhall be apprehended), and that the
mafter, miftrefs, overfeer, or manager, had refufed to
pay for the apprehending him, her, or them, accerd-
ing to the intent and meaning of this a&k.

XXXII. And be it further enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That no ticket fhall be granted to any flave
or flaves for any time exceeding one calendar month,

XXXIIL. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That, on the twenty-eighth day of December
in every year (the time of giving in as aforefaid), or
within thirty days after, the owner, overieer, or
manager of every plantation, pen, or fettlement, fhall !
give in, on oath, an account of all the births and :
deaths of the {laves of fuch plantation, pen, or {fettle-
ment, for the preceding year, under the penalty of
fifty pounds, to be recovered from the owner of {uch
plantation, pen, or other fettlement.

XXXIV. And be it further enacted by the autho-
rity aforefaid, That, if the not giving in upon oath r
fuch feveral accounts fhall be owing to the negle& of H:
the overfeer or manager of fuch plantation, pen, or other |
fettlement, it fhall and may be lawful for the owner, |

|
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proprieior, or poffeflor of fuch plantation, pen, or
other fettlement, to ftop and detain the penalty he or
the fhall {uffer by this law, out of the wages of fuch

overfeer or manager.,

XXXV. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That the doctor or furgeon of every planta-
tion, pen, or other fettlement, fhall, on the twenty-
eighth day of December, in every year (the time of
giving in as aforefaid), or within thirty days after,
give in an account, on oath, of the deaths of fuch flaves
as have died in the preceding year, or during fuch
time as fuch dotor or furgeon hath had the care of

the {laves on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlément,”

with the caufe of fuch deaths, to the belt of his
knowledge, judgment, and belief, under the penalty
of one hundred pounds for every negleé: -And in cafe
it fhall appear, to the fatisfaction of the juftices and
veltry, from the return of the owner, overleer, or
manager aforefaid, that there has been a natural en-
creafe in the number of flaves on any fuch plantation,
pen, or other fettlement, the overfeer fhall be entitled
to receive from the owner or proprictor of fuch planta-
tion, pen, or other fettlement, the fum of #hree
pounds* for every flave born on fuch plantation, pen,
or other fettlement, in the time aforefaid, and which
fhall be then living, fgfl‘c’?‘ deda(’?fﬂg the a’e:rer,:/é; and
and the owner or proprietor of fuck plantation, pen,
or other fettlement, fhall have a dedudtion from the
firlt of his or her public taxes that fhall become due,

* In the former a&, teoenty [Billings,
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of the {um fo paid to the overfeer, on producing a cer-

tificate of the juftices and veltry of fuch encreafe, and
a receipt of the overfeer for the fum fo paid.

XXXVI. 4nd, in order that Surther encouragement
may be given to the encreafe and protection of negro in=
Jants, be it further enated by the authority aforefaid,
That every female Savey who fball Fave fix children living,
Shall be exempted from hard lebour in the JSield or other-
wife, and the owner or poffeffor of every fuch Jemale flave
Shall be exempted Jrom all manner of taxes for fuch female
flave, any thing in the al? cominonly called the poll-tas
laww, or any other of the tax laws of this ifland pajfed, o
annually to be paffed, to the contrary notawithffanding
and a deduction fhall be made for all fuch JSemale flaver
Jrom the taxes of fuch owner or poffeffory by certificate of
the juflices and weftry, at the fame time, and in manner as
direcled in the cafe of an annual encyeafe of the number of
flaves as aforefaid: Provided neverthelefs, That proof be
giveny on oathy to the [atisfaition of the [aid juffices and
veftry, not only that the requifite number of children, toge-
gether avith the mother, are living; but alfo that the
mother is exempted from all manner of freld or other havd
labour, and is provided with the means of an eafy and

comfferrtable maintenance.

XXXVII. And whereas, the more effeétually to
conceal runaway flaves, or prevent their being appre-
hended, tickets are given by Indians, free negroes,
or free mulattoes; be it therefore enacted by the
authority aforefaid, That any Indian, free negro, or mu-
latto, granting or giving fuch ticket, with fuch intent,

i fhall
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fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable
to be tried for the faid offence before the {upreme
. court of judicature, or in either of the courts of aflize
in this ifland where the offence fhall be committed ;
and, on conyiction, fhall f{uffer the lofs of freedom,
tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the court,
in their difcretion, fhall think proper to infiict.

XXXVIII. And be it further enated by the autho-
rity aforefaid, That if fuch ticket fball be granted or
given by any white perfon, with fuch intent as afore-
faid, to any f{lave or {laves, before or after his or their
abfenting themfelves from their owner, employer, over-
feer,ormanager, {fuch white perfon thall be deemed guilty
of forgery, and fhall be liable to be tried for the {ame
before the fupreme court of judicature, or either of the
aflize courts of this ifland, where the offence fhall be
committed ; and, on convition, fhall {uffer fuch pu-
nifhment as the court, in their difcretion, fhall think
proper to inflict.

XXXIX. And, to the end that the owners and pro-
prictors. of runaway flaves may have a due knowledge
where fuch {laves are confined, after their being ap-
prehended and {ent to any workhoufe or gaol in this
ifland, in order that fuch owners and proprictors may
apply for fuch flaves; be it further enafted by the
authority aforefaid, That, from and after the pafling
of this act, all and every the keepers of the work=
houfes, or gaol-keepers, in any of the parifhes of this
ifland, fhall, and they are hereby obliged, once in
every week, to advertife in the Gazette of Saint Jago

de
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de la Vega, the Royal Gazette of Kingfton, and the
Cornwall Chronicle, the heighth, names, marks, and
fex, and alfo the country, where the fame can be
alcertained, of each and every runaway flave then in
their cuftody, together with the time of their being fent
into cuftody, and the name or names of the owner or
owners thereof, if known, and that upon oath, under
the penalty of ten pounds for every flave fo negle@cd
by him to be advertifed ; and, for the expence of {uch
advertifement, they, the faid workhoufe-keepers or
gaol-keepers, fhall and may, and they are hereby
authorized to, charge the owner or proprictor of fuch
runaway flave fo advertifed, at and after the rate of
one fhilling and three pence per month for each paper,
and no more ; and that it fhall and may be lawful for
the keeper of the workhoufe or gaol-keeper, to detain
and keep in his or their cuftody fuch runaway flave or
flaves fo brought unto him or them, until the owner or
owners thereof, or fome perfon on their behalf, pro-
perly authorized, fhall pay unto him or them what he
or they fo paid to the perfon or perfons who appre-
hended and brought fuch flave or flaves into cuftody,
with two fhillings and fix pence in the pound for
laying out his or their money, the coflt of adver-
tifing, after the rate above mentioned, and fix pence
for every twenty-four hours fuch flave or flaves fhall
have been in cuftody, for maintenance, and two pence
per day for medical care and extraordinary nourifh-
ment where neceflary, and alfo the charges of adver-
tiing above direéted, and no other fees whatever ;
and that the gaoler, workhoufe-keeper, or fupervifor,
and no other perfon, fhall atteft, upon oath, that the
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charges in the account for mile-mouey, and the re-
ward for apprehending fuch flave, were actually paid
to the perfon who brought fuch runaway, and that the
‘whole of the charges in the faid account are firi€lly
conformable to this law.

XL. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That the keeper of every workhoufe or gaol
in this ifland fhall, under the penalty of ten pounds
for every negleét, provide and give to every flave con-
fined in fuch workhoufe or gaol, a fufficient quantity
- of good and wholefome provifions daily ; that is to fay,
not lefs than one quart of unground Guinea or Indian
corn, or three pints of the flour or meal of either, or three
pints of wheat flour, or eight full-grown plantains, or
eight pounds of cocoas or yams, and alfo one herring or
fhad, or other falted provifions equal thereto.

X1LI. And be it further ena&ted by the authority
aforefaid, That no gaol-keeper in this ifland, or any
perfon acting under him as clerk or deputy, [hall, on
any pretence whatfoever, work or employ any flave or
flaves fent to his cuftedy, upon any plantation, pen,
or fettlement, belonging to, or in the pofleflion of,
any fuch gaol-keeper, nor hire or lend fuch flave or
flaves out to work for any other perfon or perfons,
during fuch time fuch flave or {laves fhall be in his
cuftody, but that all fuch flaves fhall be and remain
in the common gaol of the county or parifh, in order
to be infpected by any perfon or perions defiring the
fame ; and in cafe any gaol-keeper fhall offend herein,
he fhall, for every ofience, forfeit the fum of fifty

pounds. '
XLII. And
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XLIL. And be it further ena@ed by the authority
aforefaid, That all flaves who fhall have been in this
ifland for the fpace of two years, and fhall run away,
and continue abfent for a term not exceeding fix
months, fhall be liable to be tried by two juftices
and, ‘upon convi@ion thereof, fuch flave or flaves
fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid juftices fhall
think proper to inflict.

XLUL And be it further ena&ed by the authority
aforefaid, That if any flave thall ran away from his
owner or lawful pofleffor, and be abfent for more
than (ix months, fuch {lave, being |duly convited
thereof, fhall be fentenced to be confined to hard
labour for fuch time as the court {hall determine, or
be tranfported for life, according to the magnitude of
the offence. :

XLIV. And, in order to prevent the many mifa
chiefs that may hereafter arife from the wicked art
of negroes going under the appellation of Obeah men
and women, pretending to have communication with
the devil and other evil fpirits, whereby the weak and
{uperltitious are deluded into a belief of their having
full power to exempt them, whillt under their pro-
tection, from any evils that might otherwife happen ;
be it thercfore enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That, from and after the pafling of this a&, any flave
who fhall pretend to any {upernatural power, in order
to promote the purpofes of rebellion, fhall, upon con-
viction thereof, fuffer death, tranfportation, or fuch
other punifbment as the court fhall think proper to

U2 direél;




({ 202 )

direCt; any thing in this; or any other a&, to the
contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

XLV. And be it further enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave fhall mix
or prepare, with an intent to give, or caufe to be
given, any poifon or poifonous drug, or fhall actually
give, or caufe to be given, any fuch poifon or
poifonous drug, in the practice of Obeah or other-
wife, although death may not enfue upon the taking
thereof, the faid flave or flaves, together with their
acceflaries, as well before as after the fadt (being
flaves), being duly convi€led thereof, fhall fuffer death,
or tranfportation for life, as the court fhall determine;
any thing in this, or any other adt, to the contrary
notwithftanding.

XLVI. And whereas great number of horned cattle,
fheep, goats, horfes, mares, mules, and affes, are fre-
quently ftolen and killed by negro and other {laves,
in fo fecret and private a manner, that it is with the
greateft difficulty they can be found out and difcovered,
in fuch manner as to conviét them of fuch offence,
although large quantity of beef, mutton, and the flefh

of other valuable animals, are found upon him, her, or

them ; in order, therefore, to prevent fuch evils in
future, and to punifh the perpetrators of fuch alts
agreeably to their crimes, be it further enafted by
the authority aforefaid, That if any megro or other
flave fhall fraudulently have in his, her, or their cuf-
tody or poffeflion, unknown to his or her mafler,
owner, overfeer, or other perfon, who thall have the
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overlooking or employing of fuch flave, any frefh beef,
veal, mutton, or goat, or the flefh of horfe, mare,
mule, or afs, in any quantity exceeding five and not
exceeding twenty pounds weight, fuch negro or other
flave, upon due conviGtion thereof before any twe
magiitrates, fhall be whipped in-fuch manner as fuch
magiftrates fhall dire@, not exceeding thirty-nine
lathes ; and if there fhall be found in his, her, or their
cuftody or poflefion, a larger or greater quantity than
twenty pounds weight of frefh beef, veal, mutton,
or goat, or the flefh of horfe, mare, mule, or afs;
and fuch flave fhall not give a fatisfalory account
how he or fhe became poffefled of fuch meat, that
then fuch negro or other flave, upon convition thereof,
fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid two juftices
fhall think proper to direct, not extending to life, or
imprifonment for life. _

XLVII. And beit further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave fhall, after
the pafling of this a&, fteal any fuch horned cattle,
fheep, goat, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, or fhall kill
any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, horfe, mare,
mule, or afs, with intent to fteal the whole carcafs
of any fuch borned cattle, fheep, goat, horfe; mare,
mule, or afs, or any part of the fleth thereof, fuch
negro or other {lave fhall, on convition thereof, fuffer
death, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall
think proper to inflict.

XLVIII, And whereas it is neceflary to declare
how, and in what manner, flaves fhall be tried for
U3 the
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the feveral crimes which they may hereafter commit,
be. it enafted by the authority aforefaid, That from
and after the pafing of this at, upon complaint made
to any juftice of the peace of any felony, burglary,
robbery, burning of houfes, cane-pieces, rebellious
confpiracies, compafling or imagining the death of
any white perfon or perfons, or any other offence
whatfoever committed by any flave or flaves, that
fhall fubje&t fuch flave or flaves to fuffer death or
tran{portation, fuch juftice thall iffue out his warrant
for apprehending fuch offender or offenders, and for
all perfons to be brought before him, or any other
juftice of the peace, that can give evidence; and the
evidence of flaves againft one another, in this and all
other cafes, fhall be reecived; and if, upon examina-
tion, it appears probable that the flave or flaves ap-
prehended is or are guilty, the juftice before whom
{fuch examination fhall be had and taken, thall commit
him, her, or them, to prifon, and bind over the wit-
nefles to appear at a certain day, not lefs than ten
days from the day on which the complaint fhall be
made, and at the place where the quarter-feffions
are ufually held, and, where there are no quarter-
feflions held, at the place where the parochial bufinefs
15 ﬁfually tranfacted, and fhall certify to two other
jultices of the peace the caufe of fuch commirment,
and require them, by virtue of this a&k, to affociate
themfelves to him, which faid juftices are hereby
feverally required to do, under the penalty of twenty
pounds for every negleGt or refufal; and the faid
juftices, fo affociated, fhall iffue out their warrant to
fummon twelve perfons, fuch as arc- ufually warned

and




and impanelled to ferve on juries (the mafter, owner,
or proprietor of the flave or flaves fo complained of,
or the attorney, guardian, truftee, overfeer, or book-
keeper of fuch mafter, owner, or proprietor, or the
perfon profecuting, his or her attorney, guardian,
truftee, overfeet, or book-keeper, always excepted),
perfonally to be and appear before the faid juftices,
at the day and place aforefaid, to be exprefled in fuch
warrant, and between the hours of eight and twelve
in the forenoon, when and where the faid perfons fo
warned are hereby feverally required to attend, under
the penalty of five pounds; and when and where the
faid juftices fhall caufe the faid flave or flaves, fo
complained of, to be brought before them, and there-
upon nine of the faid perfons fo fummoned, as afore-
{aid, fhall compole a jury to try the faid {lave or
flaves, and fhall by the faid juftices (¢he charge or accu-
Jation being firft read) be fworn to try the matter before
them, and to give a true verdict according to evidence ;
and fuch charge or accufation fhall be deemed valid,
if fufficient in fubftance; and if the faid jurors fhall
upon hearing the evidence, unanimoufly find the faid
flave or flaves guilty of the offence wherewith he, the,
or they, ftand charged, the faid juftices fhall give
fentence of death, without benefit of clergy, or #ran/-
porz‘m‘z'm, or confinement to hard labour for any limited
time not exceeding two years *, according to the nature
of the offence, and fhall caufe fuch fentence to be
carried into exccution, and at fuch time and place as
they fhall think proper, women with child only ex-

% In the former a&, for fife,

U4 cepted,
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cepted, whofe execution fhall be refpited until a rea-
fonable time after delivery: Provided always never-
thelefs, That at every court of quarter-feffions held
in each and every parifh or precin& within this ifland,
the juftices there affembled fhall and may, after the
ufual bufinefs of the faid court fhall be done, form
themfelves into a court, for the purpofe of enquiring
into, hearing, and determining all manner of offences
for which any flave or flaves are liable to be punifhed
with death, or tranfportation, or confinement to hard
labour, as aforefaid, and fhall open the faid court by
proclamation, declaring the fame to be a flave-court
for fuch purpofe, and fhall thereupon, on the like
charge in writing, and in like manner, in all other
refpels, as the three juftices affociated and met as
herein before-mentioned are, by this a&, directed to
proceed in the trial of flaves for fuch offences, proceed
to try, and deliver the gaol or workhoufe within the
faid parifh or precin& of, all and every flave and
flaves who fhall or may then be in the cuftody of
the marthal or keeper of the workhoufe, within each
and every parith or precin& as aforefaid, and fhall
forthwith caufe a jury, confifting of nine jurors, to
be called and taken from the pannel returned to the
faid court of quarter-feffions, and fhall caufe them to
be feverally {worn, as they fhall appear, to trj' all and
every fuch flave and flaves as fhall - be brought before
them, charged with any fuch offences as aforefaid,
and a true verdi&t give according to evidence, as in
other cafes.

XLIX. And
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XLIX. And be it further enaéted by the authority
aforefaid, That all and every the jurors who fhall be
returned to ferve as jurors at the quarter-feffions, to
be holden as aforefaid, are hereby required, under the
penalty of five pounds, to be and appear at the faid
flave-court, fo to be formed and holden as aforefaid,
and to ferve as jurors thereon as they fhall refpectively
be called: Provided alfo, That nothing in this a&
contained fhall hinder or prevent the faid juftices,
upon any fuch trial, where any flave or {flaves fhall
be condemned to die, from refpiting the execution of
fuch fentence for any term not exceeding thirty days,
or until the pleafure of the Commander in Chief fhall
be known, in cafe proper caufe fhall appear to them
for fo doing ; and that if the jury upon any fuch trial
{hall apply to the faid juftices to fufpend the execu-
tion of any fentence until the pleafure of the com-
mander in chief is known, the faid juftices fhall be
obliged to fufpend the fame for thirty days, except
in cafes of trial of any flave or {laves conviéted of
altual rebellion ; in all which cafes the faid juftices
fhall; if they think it expedient, order the fentence
pafled on fuch flave or flaves to be carried into imme-
diate execurion.

L. And be it further enafted by the authority
forefaid, That not lefs than three juftices fhall con-
ftitute a court for the trial of any {lave or flaves, for
any crime or offence that fhall fubjeét fuch {flave or
flaves to fuffer death, tranfportation, or confinement
to hard labour as aforefaid; and that, upon all fuch
trials, no peremptory challenges of any of the faid

jurors,
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jurors, or any exception to the form of the indiftment,
fhall be allowed.

LI. And be it further enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That in all cafes where the punithment of
death is inflited, the execution fhall be performed in
a public part of the parifh and with due folemnity ;
and care fhall be taken by the gaoler or deputy-
marfhal, that the criminal is free from intoxication
at the time of his trial, and from thence to and at
the time of his execution, under the penalty of five
pounds; and the mode of fuch execution fhall be
hanging by the neck, and no other; and the body
fhall be afterwards difpofed of in fuch manner as the
court fhall dire€t: And provided alfo, That where
feveral flaves fhall be capitally convicted for the fame
offence, one only fhall {uffer death, except in cafes of

murder or rebellion.

LII. And be it further ena&ted by the authority
aforefaid, That, in cafe any flave or flaves fhall wil-
fully, and with evil intent, give falfe evidence in any
trial had under this a&, fuch flave or {laves, being
thereof convicted, fhall fuffer the fame punifhment as
the perfon or perfons on whofe trial {fuch falfe evidence
was given would, if convifted, have been liable to

{uffer.

LI And be it further ena®ed by the authority
aforefaid,” That, where any flave or flaves fhall be
difcharged by proclamation, the deputy-marfhal or

workhoufe-keeper fhall be entitled to receive all fuch
fees
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fees as fhall be due to him or them for fuch flaye or
flaves, at the time of fuch difchar-ge,_ from the public,
upon application and due proof made, in the moft
folemn manner, to the aflembly, or any committee
thereof, and that fuch flave or flaves, during the time
they were in the cuftody of fuch deputy-marfhal or
workhoufe-keeper, was and were found and provided
with proper and fufficient provifions, equal to what is
allowed by this law.

LIV. And be it further enalted by the authority
aforefaid, That a record fhall be entered up of all
proceedings on the trials of flaves, for any crime that
fhall fubject any flave or flaves to fuffer death, tranf-
portation, or confinement to hard labour for the term
of two years, ina book kept for that purpofe by the
clerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy, of the pre-.
cinct ; who is hereby obliged to attend all fuch trials,
and to record the proceedings within thirty days after
fuch trial, under the penalty of twenty pounds for
each neglecl ; and he fhall be entitled to receive from
the churchwardens of fuch parilh the {fum of two
pounds fifteen fhillings, and no more, for attending
each trial, entering up the record, and any other
bufinefs incidental thereto: And further, that the
deputy-marfhal for the faid parith, or fome proper
perfon acing under him, fhall alfo be obliged to
attend fuch trial, under the fame penalty of twenty
pounds for each neglect ; and that he fhall be entitled
to receive from the churchwardens of fuch parith forty
fhillings, for attending at the trial and execution of

fuch
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fuch offender as fhall be condemned to die, and no
more.

LV. And be it further enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That in all trials of any flave or {flaves under
this a&t, fufficient notice of fuch trial fhall be firft
given to the owner, proprictor, or pofleffor, of fuch
flave or flaves, his, her, or their lawful attorney or
attornies, or other reprefentative or reprefentatives 3
any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary notwith-
ftanding.

LVIL. And be it further enatted by the authority
aforefaid, That in all cafes where any flave or flaves
fhall be put upon his, her, or their trial, and fhall
veceive fentence of death or tranfportation, the court,
at the time of trying fuch flave or flaves, fhall alo
enquire what fum or fums of money fuch owner,
proprietor, or employer of the faid flave or flaves
ought to receive for fuch flave or flaves, and certify
thie fame, fo that fuch fum or fums of money do not
exceed the fum of fixty pounds for each flave fentenced

as aforefaid.

LVIL. And be it further enatted by the authority
aforefaid, That in all cafes where any flave or flaves
fhall be brought to trial, and f{hall be valued according
to the dire&ion of this a&, {uch flave or flaves fhall
be paid for by the receiver-general of this ifland,
out of any monies in his hands unappropriated ; and
the money arifing from the actual fale of fuch flave or

flaves as fhall be fo tranfported by the deputy-marfhal
fhall
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fhall be accounted for, on oath, to the churchwardens
of the parifh where the offence (hall be tried, to be by
them paid over to the receiver-general; for the ufe of
the public,

LVIII. And be it further enaled by the authority
aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave, who fhall
be tranfported from this ifland, under the dire&ion of
this ad, fhall wilfully return from tranfportation,
fuch negro or other flave fhall, upon convi@ion, fuffer
death, without benefit of clergy.

-

LIX. And whereas there are many inferior crimes
and mifdemeanours committed by flaves, which ought
to be punifhed in a fummary manner, by order of the
magiftrates; be it therefore enadted by the authority
aforefaid, That, from and after the pafling of this a&,
it fhall and may be lawful for any two juftices of the

peace to hear and determine, in a2 fummary manner,

all fuch crimes and mifdemeanours, giving fufficient
notice to the owner or proprictor of [uch flave or
flaves, or his or her attorney or attornies, cr the perfon
having the care of fuch {lave or flaves, of the time
and place of trial, and to order and dire& fuch
punifhment to be inflited on them as fuch juftices, in
their judgment, fhall think fit, not exceeding fifty
lafhes or fix months confinement to hard labour; the
expences of which trial fhall not exceed ten fhillings
to the conftable, and fhall be paid by the mafter;
owner, or employer of fuch flave -or flaves; and in
cafe fuch mafter, owner, or employer &f fuch flave
or flaves, thall refufe or negleét to pay fuch expences,

it
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it {fHall and may be lawful for the faid juftices, of
either of them, to iffue his or their warrant, under his
or their hand and feal, direGed to any conftable, for
levying the fame on the goods and chattels of fuck
maiter, owner, or employer, and to fell the fame at
public outcry, for the purpofe of paying fuch ex-
pences, together with the charges attending the grant-
ing and executing fuch warrant and fale of goods and
chattles, returnirig the overplus, if any, to the owner
thereof.

LX. And whereas great advantages have arifen to
the community from the eftablifhment of workhoufes
in the refpe&tive parifhes in this ifland, for the recep-
tion of runaway and other flaves; And whereas there
now are many fuch flaves in the pofleflion of the
provoft-marfhal, or his lawful deputies, who might be
employed in the workhoufes in this ifland to great
advantage ; be it therefore enatted by the authority
aforefaid, That, from and after the pafling of this a&;
it {hall and may be lawful for the governors and
guardians of the refpe@ive workhoufes in this ifland,
if to them it fhall feem meet, to demand and receive
from the provoft-marfhal, or his lawful deputies, al}
or any of the runaway negroes or other flives in his
or their poflfeflion, or that may hereafter come into
his or their cuftody or pofleflion, upon the faid gover-
nors and guardians paying unto the provof{t-marthal,
or his lawful deputies, the full amount of the fees
and other contingent charges attending the faid run-
away {laves during the time of their being committed
to gaol, agreeably to this or any former a&t; and

3 the
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the provoft-marfhal and his lawful deputies fhall coni=

ply with fuch requifitions, under the penalty of fifty
pounds.

LXI. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That no runaway flave fhall, on any ac-
count, be committed to gaol by any magiftrate of a
parifh where there is any workhoufe eftablithed, but
to {fuch workhoufe only.

LXII. And whereas the permitting and {uffering
negro and other flaves to keep horfes, mares, mules,
or geldings, is attended with many and great mifchiefs
to the ifland in general ; in order, therefore, to remedy
the fame, be it further ena@ed by the authority afore-
faid, 'That from and after the pafling of this a&t, the
mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, exe-
cutor, adminiltrator, or other perfon, in pofleffion of
every plantation or pen in this ifland, having on any
fuch plantation or pen any horfe, mare, mule, or
gelding, the reputed property of any flave or flaves,
knowing the fame to be fiuch, fhall caufe them to be
taken up, and fhall produce them at the moft public
place in the parith where taken up, at fuch time as
the juftices and veltry fhall, by advertifement in the
public newfpapers, appoint for that purpofe, and that
fuch horfes, mares, mules, and geldings, be then and
there fold and difpofed of at public outcry; and if
any mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian,
executor, adminiftrator, or other perfon as aforefaid,
fhall negle& or refufe fo doing, each and every. of
them fhall, for every neglet or refufal, refpectively

forfeit
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forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be recovered in
a fummary manner before any two juftices of the
peace for the parith or preciné&t where fuch negle&
or refufal fhall happen, by the oath of one or more
credible witnefs or witneffes; which penalty fhall be
to the ufe of the perfon informing.

LXII. And be it further enalted by the authority
aforefaid, That from and after the pafling of this a&,
no mafter, owner, proprictor, attorney, guardian,

executor, adminiftrator, or other perfon, in pofle{fion

of any plantation, pen, or fettlement, fhall knowingly
permit or fuffer any flave or flaves to keep on fuch
plantation, pen, or fettlement, any horfe, mare, mule,
or gelding 5 and, in cafe of fo doing, (hall, for every
offence, forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be re-
covered in manner aforefaid.

LXIV. And be it further enaled by the authority
aforefaid, That every mafter, owner, proprietor, at-
torney, guardian, executor, adminifirator, or other
perfon, at the refpective times of their giving in an
account of their flaves and ftock to the juftices and
veltry, fhall alfo make oath, that none of the faid
horfes, mares, mules, or geldings, fo given in, do
belong to any negro or other flave; and that {uch
perfon, fo giving in, or his, her, or their, employer
or employers, hath not, nor have, in his, her, or their,
poffeflion, to his, her, or their, knowledge or belief,
any horfe, mare, mulé, or gelding, belonging to, or
reputed to belong to, any flave or flaves ; and in cafe
any perfon or perfons fhall negle& or refufe fo to do,

| ‘ every
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every perfon o negle@ing or refufing fhall, for every
offence, forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be re-
covered in the fame fummary manner, and to be dif
pofed of as herein before mentioned.

LXV. And be it further enafed by the authority
aforefaid, That, from and after the pafling of this aét,
no negro or other {lave in this ifland fhall purchafe or
buy any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, under the
penalty of forfeiting fuch horfe, mare, mule, or geld-
ing, and to be difpofed of as herein before-mentioned:
And if any perfon whatfoever fhall fell or give any
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, to any negro or other
flave, or to any perfon in truft for fuch negro or other
flave, every fuch perfon fhall, for every fuch horfe,
mare, mule,.or gelding, fo fold or given, forfeit the
fum of ‘thirty pounds; and every perfon who fhall
purchafle, or be concerned in the purchafc of, any
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, in truft for any negro
or other flave, fhall forfeit the fum of thirty poundss
which faid penalties fhall be recovered in the fame
fummary manner and difpofed of as herein before,
mentioned ; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the con-
trary in anywife notwithftanding.

LXVI. And be it further enated by the authority
aforefaid, That in future, whenever a warrant fhall
be granted by one or more of his Majefty’s juftices of
the peace againft any flave, if the faid flave cannot be
immediately taken on the faid warrant, the owner,
poficflor, attorney, guardian, or overfeer, of fuch ilave |
fhall be ferved with a copy of the faid warrant; and: :

Vor. I. . X if .
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if he, the, or they, do not carry the faid flave before 2
magiftrate, to be dealt with according to law on the
{aid warrant; and if it fhall be afterwards proved
that the owner, poficflor, attorney, guardian, or over-
feer, of fuch flave wilfully detained or concealed faid
flave, he, fhe, or’ they, fhall forfeit the fum of one
hundred pounds.

LXVII. And whereas feyeral flaves have lately
found means to defert from their owners, and depart
from this ifland, to the great damage of fuch owners,
in evil example to other flaves, wko may thereby be
induced to attempt of confpire to do the fame; And
whereas there is reafon to fufpe&t.that fuch flaves
have been aided and affifted in fuch efcape and de-
parture by other perfons, and there is not any ade-
quate punifhment provided by law for fuch defertion
and departure, or attempting OF confpiring to defert
and depart this ifland, or for perfons aiding, aflifting,
or abetting, fuch deferters: For remedy whereof, be it
further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That, from

oand after the paffing of this a&, if any flave fhall run
away from his, her, or their, owner or Owners, em-
ployer or employers, and go off, or confpire or attempt
to go off, this ifland in any fhip, boat, canoe, or other
veflel or craft whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting, or
affifting, to any other {lave or flaves in fuch going off this
ifland, he, fhe, or they, {o running and going off, or
confpiring or attempting to go off, or fo aiding, aflifi-
ing, or abetting, in fuch going off, being thereof con-
vi€ted, fhall fuffer death, or fuch punithment as the

coust fhall think proper to direct,
| LXVIII
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. LXVHI. And be it further enated by the autho-
Tity aforefaid, That if any. Indian, free negro, or
mulatto, fhall, from and after the pafling of this aét,
Lnowingly be aiding, afliting, or abetting, any flave or
flaves in going off this ifland, and fhall be conviéted
thereof, either in the fupreme court or in any of the
aflize courts of this ifland, fuch Indian, free negro,
or mulatto, fhall be forthwith tranfported off this
ifland by the provoft-marfhal-general, or his lawful
deputy, into'whofe cultody fuch perfon or perfons
fhall be committed ; and if {fuch perfon or perfouns, fo
convicted, fentenced, and tranfported, fhall afterwards
be found at large in this ifland, he, fhe, or they, being
fo thercof convicted before the fupreme court of judi-
Cature or courts of affize in this ifland, {hall fuffer
death without benefit of clergy.

LXIX. And be it further enatted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any white perfon or perfons fhall
knowingly be aiding, aflifting, or abetting, any flave or
flaves, in going off this ifland, he, the, or they, being
convicted thereof by billy plaint, or information, in
the fupreme court of judicature, or courts of affize,
fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds for each
flave 5 one moiety whereof fhall be to our fovereign
lord the King, his heirs and fucceflors, for and to-
wards the {fupport of the government of this ifland,
and the contingent charges thereof, and the other
moiety to the party or parties at whofe fuit or coma
plaint fuch perfon was convifted, and fhall alfo fuffer
imprifonment, at the difcretion of the faid court, for

X 2 any
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any fpace of time not exceeding twelve months, withs
out bail or mainprize.

LXX. And be it further enated by the authority
aforefaid, That it thall and may be lawful to proceed
againft the perfon or perfons fo aiding, aflifting, or
abetting, fuch flave or flaves in going off this ifland,
whether the principal or principals be convifted or
not ; any thing in this, or any other at, law, cuftom,
or ufzge to the contrary notwithftanding.

LXXI. And whereas the overfeers of eftates in this
ifland make a frequent praftice of leaving the feveral
eftates under their care and ~management, on the
refpe&tive feafons allowed for negro holidays, whereby
many dangerous .meetings and pernicious praltices
are carried on; in order, therefore, to prevent the like
for the future, be it enatted by the authority aforefaid,
That if any overfeer in this ifland {hall abfent himfelf
from the eftate under his care and management, on
any of the particular holidays herein before mentioned
to be allowed to flaves, without leave of his employer,
every fuch overfeer fo offending, fhall, for every of-
fence, forfeit the fum of five pounds, to be recovered
by information, upon oath, before any juftice of the
peace, in a fummary way, in the parifh where fuch
offence fhall happen ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the
contrary notwithftanding.

LXXII. And be it further enalted by the authority

aforefaid, That it fhall not be lawful for any juftice

of
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of the peace, fitting on the trial of any flave or {laves,
or otherwife, to fenterice or order any flave to be mu-
tilated or maimed for any offence whatfoever.

LXXIIL. And be it further enafed, That if any
negro or other flave, who may be fentenced to be
confined in the workhoufe for the term of two years
or a lefs time, fhall efcape from fuch confinement be-
fore the expiration of his fentence, fuch negro or
other flave, being retaken, fhall, on proof of his or her
identity, before two jultices of the peace, be adjudged
by them to be fent back to confinement, and to re-
ceive a whipping, not exceeding fifty lafhes.

LXXIV. And be it further ena@ed by the authority
aforefaid, That if the provoft-marfhal, or any of his
lawful deputies, orany lawful conftable, or workhoufe-
keeper, fhall willingly or negligently fuffer any {lave
or flaves to efcape, who fhall be committed to his or
their cuftody for any offence under this aét, fo that
fuch flave or flaves fhall not be retaken within two
years, fuch marfhal, conftable, or workhoufe-keeper,
who fhall fuffer fuch efcape, fhall forfeit the fum of
twenty pounds, without injury to the right of the
owner to fue for the value of the fame,

LXXV. And be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That no negro or other flave thall be allowed
to hunt any cattle, horfes, mares, mules, or affes, in
any part of this ifland, with lances, guns, cutlaflcs,
or other inftruments of death, unlefs in the company
of his or their malter, overfeer. or fome other white

X 3 perfon
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perfon by him or them deputed, or by permiflion i
writing 3 and if any negro or other{lave thall ofiend,
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this alt,
he or they, being y thereof conviéted before two juftices,
fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as they {hall think proper

to inflit.

XXVE And be it further enaéted by the autho=.
rity aforefaid, That it {hall and may be lawful for the
]u{hccs aforefaid, and they are hereby required, to do

their feveral and refpeétive duties under this act wht.n
martial law fhall happen to be in force, as they might
or ought to have done if martial law were not fubﬁﬂmq,
any law, cuffom, or ufage, to the contrary thereof,

otwith{tanding.

I,XXVIIL. And be it further enacted by the autho-
rity aforefaid, That all jurors ferving at {lave courts,
and every perfon and perfons whole prefence may be
requifite, at the examination of any flave or {flaves, or
upon the trial of any {lave or {laves, and who fhall be
required to attend by warrant under the hand and feal
of any juftice of the peace, and all and every {lave and
{laves who fhall be brought as witnefles, thall be pro-

e&ed in their perfons from all mefne or judicial
procefs whatfoever, in their going to, attending at,
and geturning from, fuch examinations or trial, and
that fuch flaves fhall not be fubjeét to be levied on.

LXXVIIL, And be it further enafted by the autho-
rity ‘aforefaid, That ‘all penalties in this a&t men-

tioned, and not already declared how they fhall be re-
covered
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covered and applied, fhall, if not exceeding twenty
pounds, be recovered in a fummary manner before any
two of his Majefty’s juftices of the peace, by diftrefs
and fale of. the offender’s goods and chattels ;. and, if
exceeding twenty pounds, to be recovered in the
fupreme court of judicature of this ifland, or in either .
of the courts of afhize, by action of debt, bill, plaint,
or information, wherein no effoin, prote&ion, wager
of law, or non vult ulterius profequi, fhall be entered;
one moiety of which penalties fhall be to the parifh
where the offence is committed, and the other moiety
to the informer, or him, her, or them who fhall fue

for the {ame.




No. II.

VOTES or 7ax ASSEMBLY or FAMAICA.

Martis, 22° die Septembris, 1795,

THE Speaker reported, that the houfe had attended
his honour the Lieutenant-Governor in the councile
chamber; and that his honour was pleafed to make a
fpeech; of which, Mr. Speaker faid, he had, to pre-
vent miftakes, obtained a copy; and the fame being
vead, was ordered to be entered, and is as follows:

¢¢ GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNCIL.

« VIr. SPEAKER; AND GENTLEMEN OF THE As-
SEMBLY,

¢ The urgency of public affairs has put me under
the neceflity of calling you together at a very early
feafon of the year.

¢ The unfortunate infurre€tion which has taken
place among the Maroons of Trelawney-Town is the
immediate caufe of my now affembling you.

¢ TFhefe
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¢ Thefe infurgents have committed the moft daring
acts of unprovoked rebellion,

¢ I have every reafon to believe, that hoftility has
long been premeditated, and at the inftigation of the
convention of France; whofe objedt it undoubtedly

15, to throw this ifland into a ftate of anarchy and
confufion.

¢¢ I have ordered the feveral documents to be laid
before you: The evidence contained marks, in a
firong manner, the defigns, the progrefs, and the ex-

peftations of the enemy, in fomenting internal come
motion.

¢ By the blefling of Providence, this confpiracy has
been frultrated before it had ripened into maturity.

T Tl}_éi? plan of raifing a rebellion might have pro-
duced a co-operation of the moft dangerous tendency,

and the early intimation we have obtained thereof is
truly fortunate,

¢ The precipitate and infolent conduct of the rebels
gave me the advantage of acting with celerity and
vigour ; for, had I permitted them to gain time, and
to manage the war according to their arrangements
and thofe of their fupporters, this ifland would have*
been undone, and the inhabitants muft have fubmitted
to a dominion fimilar to that now exercifed in feveral
of the windward iflands.

SeThe
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¢ The valour and’ condu@ of his Majefty’s fo?ces-
have fecured every advantage that could be attained by
Fegu ilar manccuvres.

¢ The troops now occupy a chain of poits through
the Maroon diftrict; they have ftormed and carried
their country they have dif pofleficd them of their
owns, and have driven them to faftnefles rugged
and b-u ren, where they can {ubfift only as a band of

L
FTODLLES,

“ The infurreCtion has now affumed, in fome de-
gree, the form of a local difturbances; and it will
deferve your moft ferious confideration, whether fta-
tutes may be fo framed or amended as to put proper
and efficient power into the hands of government,
without {ubjetting the country to the ferious inconve-

niences that refult from the declaration of martial law.

¢ Mgr. SPEAKER, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE As-
SEMBLY,

¢ T have to lament the heavy expence incurred in

conflequence of the meafures I have been obliged to

adopt : But as you have witnefled the neceflity of

friking at the root of the rebellion, fo I truft you

wiil grant fuch fupplies as, in your wifdom, the exi-

ggﬂC‘y of the fi fervice l'lldy req uire.

¢ GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNGIL.
¢ Mg. SPEAXER, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE As-
SEMBLY,
¢ When you reflect, that the principles of the pre-

fent rulers of France are to overturn every fyftem of
governe-
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government founded on focial order, morality, and
religion, you will be aware- that a degree of danger
refults to you, from the general profperity hitherto
enjoyed by this happy ifland : This they will endeavour
to deftroy, and this, T truft, your energy and unani-
mity will maintain,

¢¢ Great vigilance is required, at this moment, to
guard againft the admiflion of their dangerous {yltemss
and every effort is neceffary to refift their pernicious
confequences, wherever they may appear.

¢« It is with thofe maxims that I have entered
upon the adminiftration of Jamaica, and I now meet
you with the avowal of thofe {fentiments.

¢ It oives methe highelt fatisfaCtion to obferve the
fteadinefs, the difcipline, and the alacrity of the militia.
It is with every confidence I haye aflured his Majefty,
that in them he is poflefled of a force which, I am
decidedly of opinion, will be found equally capable
of being prefented with effet to an external or in-
ternal enemy.

« The glorious and important victory gained by
Lord Bridport, and the recent advantages obtained
by his Majefty’s flects, affuredly leflen the impending
danger to this ifland; and the general afpect of
affairs, in the interior of France, may fairly lead our
hopes'io an honourable termination of the prefent war.

¢¢ Tn calling to your recolleétion the many bleflings
which we haye enjoyed under the illuftrious houfe of*
Hanover,
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Hanover, you will receive with every fentiment of joy
the accounts of the folemnization of the marriage of
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales with the Prin-
cefs Caroline of Brunfwick; and I congratulate you
on an event [o interefting to his Majefty’s domeftic
Jmppinefs, and to the welfare of his people.”

P

A Meffage from his honour the Licutenant-Gover-
nor, by his fecretary, as follows:

¢ MR. SPEAKER,

“ I am commanded by his honour the Lieutenant-
Governor to lay before the houfe authentic copies
and extrats of feveral letters, papers, and documents,
referred to in his honour’s fpeech of. this day; of
which the following is a lift:

No. 1. Letter from the magiftrates of St. James to his
honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

2. Propofals of the magiftrates of St. James to the
Maroons of Trelawney-Town.

3. Aniwer of the Maroons to the propofals of the
magiftrates of St. James.

4. Letter from John Merody, affiftant in Tre-
lawney Maroon Town, to the Superin-
tendant,

5. Letter from the Superintendant of Trelawney
Maroon Town to Samuel Vaughan, efquire.

6. Letter from James Stewart, efquire, to his
honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

7. Letter from the Cuftos of St.]James, to his

honour the Licutenant- Governor.
No. 8,
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13.
14
15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20'

21.
22.

23.

(3157 %)

Letter from the Cuftos of St. James to his
honour the Lieutenant-Governor.

Letter from the honourable John Tharp,
elquire, to his honour the Lieutenant-Go-
VErnor, %

Letter from Ifaac Lafcelles Winn, efquire, to
Lewis Cuthbert, efquire.

Letter from Samuel Vaughan, efquire, to
Lewis Cuthbert, efquire.

Letter from the Superintendant of Trelawney
Maroon Town to his honour the Lieutenant
Governor. '

Letter from Samuel Vaughan, efquire, to
Lewis Cuthbert, efquire.

Examination of the Superintendant of Tre-
lawney Maroon Town.

Extract from the examination of John Me-
rody, affiftant in Trelawney Maroon Town.

Depofition of Leah Fletchall.

Extra& from the examination of John Gra-
ham, a free mulatto.

Extraé&t from the examination of Miles Hall,
a free mulatto.

Examination of William, a negro {lave.

Letter from John Tharp, efquire, to Samuel
Vaughan, efquire.

Examination of Abraham, a negro flave.

Extra& of a letter from Robert: Campbell,
efquire, to Thomas Harper, efquire.

Declaration and examination of Jean Jofef

Moranfon.
No. 1.
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No. 1.

Letter fram the ﬂfagﬁraz‘n gf Sz. fj"ames 2o hir houstis
the Lieutenant- Goverioe.

¢ My LoORD, - Montezo-Bay, 18 July, 1795.
« We are forry to inform };-'bizr lordfhip, that a
very {erious difturbance is likely to break out imme-
diately with the Maroons of Trelawney Town. They
have obliged their Superintendant to quit the town ;
they have threatened the deftruction of the two planta-
tions nearelt them, and of all the white people on
them ; all the people belonging to the town have been
called in; 'the women are {ent into the woods, and,
between this and Monday, they propofe to kill their
cattle and their children who may be an incumbrance.
The chief of this we have in evidence from various
individuals ; but, for the information of your lordfhip,
we inclofe the laft letter from the Superintendant.
Since this letter was written, the letter from the
magiftrates to them, in anfwer. to a propofal they
made, was fent them, and we expe&t an anfwer this
morning to it but your lordthip muft well know the
difficulty of quelling fuch a body of men, after they
have once committed themfelves, and their {pirits
roufed.

¢ We have difpatched a letter to General Palmer,
to call out the troops; and Colonel James has ordered
out two companies of militia, for the immediate pro-
teClion of the plantations in the neighbourhood, and
we hope the next intelligence will render uimeceﬁhry
calling out the reft. '
e

1t
A
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“ Mr. Vaughan alfo informs us, he has fent an
exprefs to Colonel Swaby, Cuftos of St. Elizabeth, to
have the militia in readinefs for attion, and to inform
the neighbouring parifhes on the fouth fide; and has
given the fame intelligence to the Cuftos of Trelawney.

¢« We beg leave to fuggelt to yourdordfhip’s con-
fideration, the propriety of a company of the light
horfe being {ent on each fide of the ‘country, in cale
the militia are generally called out, to overawe the
uegroes during the abfence of the militia, or for any
other neceffary duty.

¢ The immediate caufe of this difturbance was the
infliting the punithment of flogging on two T\laroms)
who had been convi€ted, by the evidence of two white

o

people, of killing tame hogs

0"

« “ince writing the above, Mr. Schaw, inhabiting
their boundaries, has informed us, that they expeck
this day to be joined by Accompong Town ; but
they have delayed their attack till to-moxrow or
Monday, when it will be by two partics, one on each
parifh 3 and that they expect to be joined by {ome

negroes of fome particnlar eftates.

¢¢ We have the hanour to be, MY LORD,
«« 'Your lordfhip’s moft obedient humble {ervants,

Wn. Duncan, J. RoeT. JAMESs,

GEeo. N’LENAN, Joux PERRY, |
Sam. VAUGHAN, junior, MacLaURIN GILLIES,
Don, CAMPRELL, Touan INGRAM.

«“ P.§.
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“ P.§. We are in want, as the Cuftos formerly
advifed, of both arms and ammunition.
¢ Right Honourable Ear! Balcarres, (&c. (&5¢.”

No. 2.

‘ Propofals of the Magiftrates of St. Fames 1o the Maroons

of Trelawney Town,

“ The magiftrates of St. James propofe to fend
four of the oldeft juftices, to meet four chofen Ma-
roons, at Vaughan’s-field, or Haddington, to-morrow,
to fettle all differences.

¢ Saturday, 18th Fuly, 1795. Don. CAMPBELL.

Joun PErry.

¢ The four magiftrates will be General Reid, Co-

lonel James, Mr. Mowat, and Mr. Cunningham, if

it i3 poffible to find them, or elfe others.”

No. 3.
Anfwer of the Maroons to the Propofals of the Magifirates
'I of §t. Fames.

¢ (GENTLEMEN,
¢¢ The Maroons wifhes nothing elfe from the coun-
try but battle ; and they defires not to fee Mr. Crafkell
up here at all. So they are waiting every moment
for the above on Monday.
¢ CoLoNEL MOUNTAGUE, and all the reff.
€ Mr. David Schaw will fee you on Sunday morn-
ing, for an an{wer.
¢ They will wait till Monday, nine o’clock; and
if they don’t come up, they will come down them-

felves.” _
I No. 4.,
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No. 4.
Letter from Fobn Merody, Affiftant in Trelawney Mas
voon Lown, to Thomas Crafkell, efquire, the Superine

tendant.,
Trelawney Town, July rgths

¢ The Maroons inform you, that they do not want
any thing, for they have got plenty of powder and
ball ; for it is too late to do any thing that is good.
They have received an an{wer from the bay, by Mr.
David Schaw, and he has taken all the bufinefs upon
himfelf; for there will be four magiftrates from the
bay to-day, at Mr. Schaw’s property; they do not
want any more letters from you, except it is from the

bay.

¢ They have ftopped me up here, as you did not
let me know before you went away; but I fuppofe
they will let me go on Monday; for they are very

{evere with me.
¢ Joun MEeRroDY.

¢ Thomas Crafkell, efquive.”

[o. 5.
Letter from Thomas Crafkell, efquire, Supevintendant of
Trelawney Maroon Town, to Samuel Vaughan, efguire,

one of the Magiftrates of St. Famer.

¢« S1R, Vaughan®s-field, 17th July, 1795, nine o’clock-

« Your letter of the 16th I received juft this mo-
ment, incloling one from the magiftrates. I am forry
it will not have the defired effe€t : The Maroons, to

the amount of thirty-nine, headed by their officers,
Vor. L. Y came
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came to tell me this morning, that I muft fend and
acquaint the whites, that they were ready for them,
and that thofe who came to me in behalf of the delin-
quents were fools; that I muft not return to the
town ; and further, if the whites did not come to
them, they would come down here to-morrow evening
or Sunday. I fhould be very happy could this bufinefs
be amicably fettled; but am forry to fay, I think it
impoflible, after what has happened. I beg you will
make my excufe to the magiltrates, not anfwering
their letter; but am of opinion, no time fhould be
loft. Although very unwell, I beg leave to offer my
fervices upon every occafion where it is thought
neceflary. I have wrote Mr. Tharp, that the Maroons
were quiet; as I fhall have no way of fending to him,
I beg you will take the trouble. There are feveral
Maroons now at Martha-Brae.

¢ I am, with refpe&, sir,
‘¢ Your very obedient fervant,
¢ TrHo. CRASKELL.

® 1 am at prefent without a horfe, or thould have
been with you.

¢ Sam. Vaughan, efquire.”

No. 6.

Letter from Fames Stewart, efquire, one of the Magi-

Srates of Trelawney, to his honour the Licutenant-
Governor.

¢ I am dire¢ted to inform your honour, that in
confequence of feveral letters received on Saturday

aft




(HE3E37)

laft from the Cuftos and magiftrates of St. James’s,
apprizing this parith of a rebellious difpofition of the
Maroons being difcovered, the militia of Trelawney
were colleCted in as numerous a body as the fhort
notice given them to prepare for fervice would allow
of; and that they proceeded from the town of Fal-
mouth yefterday morning to Mr. Atherton’s penn,
which is diftant about three miles from the Maroon
Town, where they arrived about two o’clock in the
afternoon.  Shortly after, a Maroon, carrying his
lance, came down with a letter, which he delivered
to the Cuftos, Mr. Tharp. The purport of it required
the attendance of the following gentlemen ; viz. the
honourable John Tharp, Jarvis Gallimore, Edward
Knowles, James Galloway, efquires, and myfelf. We
accordingly put off our regimentals, and went up to
their town; where we found Major John James, their
former Superintendant, General Reid, and John
Mowat, efquire; who had gone up previoufly to con-
fer with them. The Maroons, colle@ed in a body of
about three hundred men, received us, armed with
their ufual weapons, and difplayed at our entrance
into the town evolutions peculiar to their mode of
fighting. The gentlemen firft with them had miti-
gated much of their rage; but yet their countenances
and manners indicated a {pirit of violence, which was
ftrongly exprefled by the language and geftures em-
ployed in the detail of grievances, which I have in-
clofed to you. - Other matters were alleged by them
as grievances ; which they were induced to relinquifh,
on condition that the gentlemen prefent would con-
fider themfelves pledged to obtain redrefs for what

Y 2 was
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was fpecified in the ftatement. But at the fame time
fhewing a_firmnefs of determination to purfue their
obje, if their claims were not to be granted. Under
fuch circumftances, little time could be afforded for
deliberation. We therefore thought it, at the inftant,
not bad policy to appeafe them by a promife, that
their caufes of complaint fhould be enquired into by
the legiflature, in order that they might be redrefled,
with which dependance they appeared fatisfied ; but
would not by any means confent to Mr. Crafkell’s re-
turn to his office, and infilted that Major James fhould
remain with them all night, which he agreed to do.

¢ They were acquainted with the intended meeting
of the Houfe of Aflembly early in the next month;
when they depend their complaints will be attended to.

¢ Seeing an appearance of fatisfattion amongft
them, we quitted the town about fix o’clock in the
evening, and returned to the militia, remaining at Mr.
Atherton’s penn, which was immediately difcharged,
'by order of the Colonel (Bell). We have had no
intelligence from the town this morning ; therefore I
fuppofe they will continue quiet; this is but my
oewn opimion, as alarms fill exift in the minds of

peoPIe.

¢ T have the honour to be,
¢ Your lordfhip’s refpeétful humble fervant,
“ JAMES STEWART.
‘¢ Tyelazuney, Monday, 20 Fuly, 1795

¢ Right Honourable Larl Balcarres, &c. Ge. &e.”

$ SI:’J;&’
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¢ State of grievances complained of by the Maroons of
Trelawney Town, made this 19th of Fuly, 1795,.
before the bonourable Fobn Tharp, Fames Stewart,
General Reid, Fobn Mowat, Farvis Gallimore, Ed-
ward Knowles, and Famer Ga!faqua}r, efquires s who
went to the faid town, in confequence of a letter Jent to
convey the wifb of the Maroons to have a canference

auith them.

¢ 1. They complain of certain ill treatment {offered
by two of their young men, by a whipping infliGed
on them at Montego-Bay by the hands of a flave
(ordered by magiftrates); which they fay is an in-
fringement of the treaty.

¢ 2. That the lands granted them originally by the
country for their fubfiftence, being worn out by long
and repeated productions, are not fufficient to afford
the provifions neceflary for their {fupport; they therc-
fore claim from the ifland an additional quantity of
land, and {ay, that the adjoining lands, the properties
of Meflrs. Vaughan and David Schaw, would fuit
them ; and alfo, the lands commonly called and known
by the name of Crews, now Robert Kenyon, would
be convenient to them,

¢ 3. They complain againft the condut of Captain
Thomas Crafkell, the Superintendant appointed to
regulate the Maroon Town; and {ay, that he is not
qualified to difcharge the neceflary duties of the office;
for when the young men quarrel and fight, inftead of
interfering with his authority to adjuft their differ-
b ences,
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ences, he appears frightened, and runs to his houfe
for fafety; and as they have experienced the difpofi-
tion and abilities of Captain John James (their late
Superintendant), they are defirous of his re-appoint-
ment to the oflice, and are adverfe to the appointment
of any other perfon.’

No. 4.
Letter from the Cuflos of St. Fames to bis honour the

Lieutenant-Governor.

«« My LORD, Montego-Bay, 21t July, 1795,

¢¢ There has been a meeting held here, to receive
the report of the gentlemen who went at the defire
of the magiftrates of this parifh, to hear the complaints
of the Maroons, and to endeavour to fettle the dif-
ferences fubfifting between them and the white people.

« From their verbal report it appears, that three
things are neceflary to quiet the Maroons, which are

as follows:

¢ That the laft law fhould be altered, in refpe& to
the punifhment of public whipping :

¢ That their Superintendant fhould be removed,
and Mr. James, their former Superintendant, or one
of his fons, be appointed in his place:

¢ That an addition of three hundred acres be made
to their land.’

¢« The gentlemen aflembled on this occafion, both

of this parifh and Trelawney, are of opinion, that
fuch
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fuch requefts fhould be complied with by your lord-
fhip in part, and by the recommendation of your
lordfhip for that part which depends on the legiflature,
for the prefent peace of the country; leaving it to the
time of 2 general peace for fome plan and meafures to
be purfued, which willy in future, fecure the country
from alarm or damage from this body of people.

¢ It was the {enfe alfo of this meeting, that I {hould
recommend to vour lordfhip the juftice and propriety
of a fuirable provifion being made for Captain Crafkell,
whom it may appear neceflary to your lordfhip to
remove, for the peace of the country ; as it does not
appear that he has been deficient in his duty, and
as the only motive for his removal is to comply,
in this inftance, with a prejudice which circumftances
have lately given rife to, without an imputation laying
againft his official capacity.

« We have juft received your lordfhip’s favour,
informing us, that three troops of light horfe were
ordered to proceed here. I am defired by the gentle-
men aflembled at this meeting to make their beft
acknowledgments to your lordfhip, for the immediate
attention your lordfhip paid to the reprefentations from
this parifh.

¢¢ I have the honour to be, MY LoRD,
¢¢ Your lordfhip’s moft obedient,
¢ And very humble fervant,
¢ J. PaLMer.
¢ Rivlt Honeurable Earl Balcarres, G, &e. &e”

X A No, 8.
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No. 8.
Letter from the Cuftos of St. FJames to his bonour the

Licutenant-Governor.

¢ My 1.oRD, Montego-Bay, 23d July, 1795.
 News having arrived from the interior of the
country, that the Maroons are ftill in doubts of the
peaceable intent of the whites, declaring that we are
only delaying the bufinefs in order to colleét forces
we therefore recommend your lordfhip to re-appoint,
with as little delay as pofiible, Major James, «or his
fon, to the ftation of Superintendant. At the fame
time, as fome individuals among this body, we are
informed, ‘are prefuming on the meafures that we
have entered into refpe€ting them, we beg leave to
fuggeft to your lordfhip’s confideration, the neceflity
of giving the Superintendant the ftrongeft injunétions
to curb the refractory fpirits among them, to encou-
rage their communication as ufual with us, but in
particular to make them fenfible, that they are, as
formerly, amenable to the laws and magiftracy of the
country, and to caution them againft their committing
offences againft them. After thefe reports, we hope
your lordfhip will fee the neceflity of retaining the

light dragoons till thefe affairs are perfectly fettled.

¢ From a moft unfortunate circumftance, the packet
prepared for the poft, for your lordfhip’s information
on this bufinefs, has been detained: I have now the
honour to forward it. 'With great confideration,
¢ I have the honour to be, MY Lorp,
¢ Your lordfhip’s moft obedient,
¢ And moft humble fervant,
¢ J. PALMER.
¢ Rigkt Honourable Earl Balcarres, ¢, ¢, €50
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No. g.
Letter from Fobn Tharp, efquire, to bis honour the Licu=

tenant-Governor.
““ MY LoRrD, Negril by South, 2 5th Jaly, 1793,
“The hurry and buftle of the late difturbance in
Trelawney Town, occupied by the Maroons, prevented
me from the honour of addreffing your lordfhip earlier
on the fubjet ; and although I avail myfelf of this

late opportunity, I truft it will receive your lordfhip’s
excufe,

 From fome improper condué of the magiftrates
of St. James’s, and a few trifling caufes of difcontent,
the Maroons were actually in a ftate of rebellion;
and I am confident, however light it might appear to
fome, that hoftilities would have commenced, on their
part, as on Monday laft. Their prefent Superin-
tendant, Captain Crafkell, they have turned out of the
town; and indeed, I believe; from what I underftand,
that he is a very unfit perfon for that office, as they
require and love a man of undaunted courage, and
one that will make them fenfible of it when occalion
requires. IMajor James, their former Superintendant,
i¢ their idol 5 and nothing lefs than his re-appointment
will {atisfy them. He (Major James) went alone laft
Sunday, and got them to name fuch as they wifhed to
{fee at their town: I was one; and upon my arrival
I found them in every refpet prepared for hoftilities.
As Mr. Stewart, whom we deputed to give your lord-
fhip the particulars of this event, has already done
{o, a repetition here will be unneceflary: but we
judged at this period, when our long-boats are daily
captured
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captured by the French privateers, compofed of motly
crews, that, if an account of hoftilities were known,
it would be a fine opportunity for the brigands to
have executed their favourite plan of univerfal de-
ftruction to Britith property ; and therefore we judged
it: highly proper to temporize with them, particularly
as their claims were not unreafonable; although the
number of Maroons may not exceed three hundred,
yet the faftnefles they poflefs, and the command of
all the mountain provifions, with the aid they could
at pleafure receive from our flaves, were forcible
caufes for taking upon us to recommend an accom-
plifhment of their demands; and I hope that your
lordthip will feel the neceffity of our acquiefcence.
To-morrow I fhall depart with the fleet from this
place; but I could not do fo without doing what I
conceived to be my duty, and without affuring your
lordfhip that I am, MY LoRD,
¢ With the utmoft refpe&t,
¢ Your moft obedient,
¢ And very humble fervant,
¢ Toun THARP.
«'Right Honourable Ear! Balearres, £5°c. £, ¢5°c.”

No. 10.
Letter. from Ifaac Lafeelles Winny efquire, to Lewis
Cuthbert, efquire.

“ Drar sIR, - Adelphi, 26th July 1795,

¢ Mr. Vaughan and myfclf being in the habit of
providing alternately ‘meflengers to carry public' dif-
patehes, and this being my turn, he has juft now fent
me the inclofed letter,: to be forwarded to' you, which

1
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he has lefe open for my perufal, and defired me to
add any thing material that may have reached me

fince we parted laft night relative to the Maroous.

“ As it muft ftrike you, that the information Mr,
Vaughan mentions, of three Maroons being in quefk
of Captain Crafkell, with intent to aflaflinate him, is
totally repugnant to the other accounts of the prefent
peaceable appearance of the Maroonss and if the
former be true, the latter muft be fallacious, and the
behaviour of that people deceptious ; I think it may
be proper to add, that Mr. Love, whom Mr, Vaughan
mentions as the author of the information, refides
with his wife and feven children upon a mountain
contiguous to my penn, called Summer-Hill, which
joins the Marobn lands; which affords me opportunity
of knowing his (Love’s) charaéer: He is an ignorant
credulous babbling creature, on whofe report no con-
fidence can be placed. There is, I believe, no doubt
that the Maroons did, in the commencement of this
difturbance, menace both Mr. Vaughan and Captain
Crafkell; which Love, I fuppole, has learned, and
endeavoured to make a merit of communicating what
we knew fix days fince,

¢ Upon the whole, this cloud feems difperfing,
without producing the f{torm it once threatened :
neverthelefs, it merits the {erious attention of govern-
ment; we live among(t ftubble, fully dry, and a few
incendiaries might eafily put it in a blaze. The ex-
ample thofe people have jult now fet our negroes is
dangerous in the extreme; and that they had evil

inten-
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intentions in the beginning,-l fear is too true; for
though the flogging two of their people is made the
oftenfible reafon of their taking up arms, it is certain
that they had exhibited great turbulence, and dropped
menaces, a week previous to that punifhment being
infliCted on the two delinquents. However, it feems
to me, that very material advantages may be derived
to the public from this occafion, if it be availed of;
and that provifion may be made for our future fecurity,
in a way that fhall feem to be gracious conceflions on
our part, and favours to the Maroons. It is better
that government fhould have the trouble of perufing
many unimportant papers, than that it fhould mifs of
one falutary fuggeftion: I will put down my ideas
on this fubject, and take the liberty of troubling you

with them by poft.
¢ T am, in great hafte, DEAR sIR,

¢ Refpectfully yours,
s I. L. Winn,

¢ Lewis Cuthbert, efquire, Spani/b-Town.”

No. 11,

Letter from Samuel Vanghan, efquire, to Lenvss Cuthber?,
¢fquire.

¢« DEAR SIR, Montego-Bay, 26th July, 17¢s,

¢ T'he affair of the Maroons is of {fo much con-
fequence to the country, that it deferves a little: pains
to be taken to obtain a perfet knowledge of it, and
to fettle it. This letter then would require little
apology, if it did not even ferve as a continuation to

my former correfpondence on this fubject.
€ My
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¢ My laft letter, fent three days fince in the dif-
patches to Lord Balcarres, which I fuppofe you re-
ceived, contained a mixture of pleafant and unpleafant
accounts. The prefent one will confift chiefly of the
firlt, and prefent almoft the happy clofe of this dil-

agreeable bufinefs.

¢ The white man who refufed meat to the Maroons,
in a fecond reprefentation, tells me, the Maroons de-
fired him to call the driver to flog them, when he
blamed their impertinence ; and that he fimply faid,
he would make a complaint to their Colonel and Major
James. Lieutenant Bernard, who was the particular
perfon who offended, has fince been to the white
man, and made an apology, giving as an excufe, that
he had taken too much rum.

¢ T have fince fent the overfeer of Vaughan’s-field
to the town. He fays, the people are very peaceable;
and as their late Superintendant is removed, they are
very well fatisfied, if they are let alone. The ac-
counts which may come from Mr. James, I dare fay,
will corroborate this account.

¢ The letters from Colonel Swaby of St. Elizabeth,
and Captain Forbes of Accompong Town, give the
beft accounts of the fidelity of the Accompong ne-
groes, who are to renew their compa& with the
whites next Tuefday ; wllen all the younger are to
be baptifed. They have®acted entirely by Captain
Forbes’s advice and dire€tions.

4 s« On
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“ On the other hand are only thefe two reports ;
one from a Mr. Love, who has the care of a plantation
in the neighbourhood, that three Maroons are now
in fearch for Captain Crafkell, with intent to kill him ;
the other comes from one of Vaughan’s-ficld negroes,
who defires I would not go up there, as the Maroons
threaten my life. I do not place any confidence in
either report: but fhall inform Mr. James of them.
I have written to our agent by the fleet, giving him
a fhort view of the whole, to fatisfy all concerned
with this country at home, and to give him the lateft

accounfts.

‘“The light horfe are in our barracks: and both
officers and men are highly fatisfied with them.

¢ I remain, DEAR sIR,
¢ Your’s, very fincerely,
“ Sam. VAUGHAN, junior.

“ P. 8. If I have time, T will, next poft, fend you
a copy of my letter to the agent. '
¢ Lewis Cuthbert, efguire; Spanifb Town.”

No. 12.
Letter from Thomas Crafkell, efquire, Superintendant of
Trelawney Maroon Town, to bis honour the Licutenant

Governor.

¢« My LORD, % Montego-Bay, 211t July, 179 8.

¢ Your lordthip will have been informed of the
difturbances that have lately taken place amongft the
Maroons of Trelawney Town, from the magiftrates of
' this
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this parith and from Trelawney. I took every ftep in
My power to prevent its riling to f{o ferious a point,
offering my mediation between them and the whites 3
and thought I had obtained my object, by receiving
their folicitation for a compromife, and a propofzl to
punifh the delinquents themfelves. Previous, how-
ever, to the anfwer of the magiftrates, thirty-nine
waited on me, and told me to go to the whites, and
to tell them, they were ready to receive them; at the
fame time, I muft not return to the town. As they
were perfectly fober at this time, and as many were
prefent in this bedy of thofe who had defired an
accommodation, I am inclined to believe, the propofal
for accommodation was fimply on their part to gain
time, to prepare themfelves for the whites. At this
notice, I immediately went to Vaughan’s-field, an
adjoining plantation, and' fent an exprefs to the magt-
ftrates below, informing them of the circumftance, in
order that we might have time to prepare for any
attack on their part. I received; on my arrival at
Vaughan’s-ficld, an an{wer from the magiftrates, ac-
cepting the accommodation propofed ; and I then
wrote up to the Maroon Town, and at the {ame time
fent this letter of the magiftrates, defiring the Colonel
would either himfelf come to me at Vaughan’s-field
penn, or {end an intelligent officer that I might talk
over the bufinefs, and promifed he fhould not be
detained ; which they did not think proper to comply
with, but wrote me in anf{wer, ¢ That they would
fend one of their people to me on Sunday the 19th,
for the anfwer from the magifirates to a challenge
they now fent ; adding, if they got none by the 20th

I at
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at nine o’clock, they would (if the whites did not
come to them) go and meet them themfelves.” I
waited at Vaughan’s-field till the 1gth, that the Ma-
roons might not fufpect that fteps were taken to
fupprefs them ; but on that day (as Mr. Vaughan had
wrote up to his cverfeer to leave the property, and to
take along with him the negroes), I thought it prudent
to retire below ; but previoufly wrote to the Maroon
Colonel, that 1 had left it to go to the bay, to procure
an accommodation for them, and fhould return in
two days. This I did alfo with a view to gain further
time, being fenfible they had colle€ted already their
ftrength. Your lordfhip will have been informed of
the further proceedings, from the magiftrates. I have
only to requeft of your lordfhip to order a court of
enquiry upon myfelf, that, as an officer, my chara&ter
and condué& in this bufinefs may be cleared up. I
have been prefent this day at a meeting of the gentle-
men of this parifh, on this affair; and remark their
recommendation to your lord(hip that I fhould be
removed. I fhould be far from wifhing, on any
occafion, -to interfere with the general peace of the
country ; and if the meafure of my removal would
render the Maroons a lefs troublcfome body and a lefs
dangerous one, by complying with their wifhes I fhall
moft cheerfully acquiefce in it: but as I have under-
taken this line as a means of livelihood; as I left
former connefions to enter into it; and as I loft the
opportunity of getting into the light horfe; with thofe
additional lieutenants who were promoted to it in
1793, to which I was entitled by being a half-pay
licutenant, in confequence of my holding the ftation

in
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in the Maroon towns; I hope your lordfhip, if my
conduct has been (as I truft it will be found to be the
cafe) unexceptionable, will afford me fome other
means of employing myfelf in his Majefty’s fervice,
in -which I have now been fifteen years a lieutenant,
and was on fervice at St. Juan’s on the Spanifh main,
and in this ifland a great part of the laft wars

¢¢ I have the honour to remain, MY LORD,
¢ Your lordfhip’s moft obedient humble fervant,
¢ Tros. CRASKELL.
¢ Right Honourable Earl Balcarres, &c. &%, {5¢.”

No. 13.
Letter from Samuel Vaughan, efquire, to Lewis Cutbbert,
¢fquire. _
“ DEAR SIR, Montego-Bay, 28th July, 1795.

¢ I do not know the contents of the difpatches from
Trelawney, but am perfuaded thofe from this parith
were with every confideration of the prerogative of
the governor, with whom every thing muft originate
in refpect to the Maroons.

¢¢ There is no private hiftory in the bufnefs, to
occafion meafures different from what might be thought
proper in town. An accommodation with them was
made, becaufe we have no military force to act on
the inftant ; time was requifite to collet the militia ;
there was an uncertainty whether negroes might not
be connedted with them ; the co operation of the other
Maroon towns, particularly of Accompong Town,

Voi. L. Z was
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was expected ; the nature of their warfare was dreadedy
as alfo the effe€t a difturbance would have on the
credit of this country among the monied men at home.
Thefe are the motives that induce the landed intereft
and great proprietors here to wifh for an accommoda-
tion; and when they found it was attainable, by fuch
trifling facrifices as have been recommended to be
granted, they did not hefitate to fan&ion them.

¢¢ The mode that was adopted to quiet the Maroons
was unqueftionably the very beft. There is a re-
{pectability (if I be allowed to ufe the expreflion)
preferved by this town, unknown in the other fmaller
ones ; and the fpirit of their treaty and inftitution is
with far greater purity kept up, and the old men have
a very extenfive influence over the body in general.
"Thefe two points, joined to the influence pofiefled by
the landed proprietors, by means of the heads of the
town (who generally adopt their names, and receive
occafional benefits from them, which attaches them to
thefe particular perfons), rendered the latter the fitte{t
means of ' becoming acquainted with the caufes of their
diffatisfadtion ; and they were alfo better enabled to
ftop it than a court of juftice or an armed force. The
gentlemen went up as friends and mediators, and
were confidered as fuch; nothing was pledged but
recommendation ;3 which of courfe leaves the terms
open, either to rejelion or modification, as may be
thought proper by the executive.

“ The language made ufe of at this conference by
the Maroons further points out the propriety of it:
for
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for inftance; ¢ You are our tattas, we your childrenj
our fituation and fuperiority we have in this country
we have from our conne@ion with you; but when
we do the duty required of us for thefe advantages,
do not fubject us to infult and humiliation by the very
people whom we are fet in oppofition to.” They
then related to us the triumph and language of the
workhoufe people who flogged them, and whom they
had previoufly taken up and lodged for punifhment
in the workhoufe; and who, of courfe, made ufe of
fuch an opportunity to revenge themfelves on the
Maroons.

“ Had the gentlemen known, that the Accompong
negroes would not join j that they were unconne&ed
with the negroes; that, on the contrary, the negroes
would, on the fmall plantations near the town, and
generally in the low lands, evince the fpirit of oppofi=
tion they did, even for their complete extirpation ;
had they known (as I fancy will turn out to be the
cafe) that the town itfelf was divided, the milder and
more numerous part being kept in awe by the {maller
and more violent; vet flill they would, in my opinion;,
have made the recommendation, Iin order to avert
hoftilities, which would have been attended with far
worfe confequences to the country, than the immediate
damage they might have occafioned. I have, in my
former letters, mentioned the accommodation to be
contrary to the fentiments of the middling claffes of
this town, and the negroes; but ftill you muft re-
gard it to be that of the great landed proprietors,
who muft be fuppofed to underftand what is moft

Z 2 likely
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likely to maintain the peace and the intereft of the
country.

¢ The recommendation alfo is not unufual; for,
only three years ago, the parifh of St. James recom-
mended their complaints to the attention of govern-
ment; and the late law was in part the confequence
of the fuggeftions then thrown out.

¢« The gentlemen, as I mentioned in a former letter,
gertainly forgot to require the punifhment or delivery
of the delinquents who were guilty of the riot at
Montego-Bay: but this may be required by the Go-
yernor, and any other fatisfaction that may be thought
neceflary to reftrain them in future, or to prevent
alarm; and they are in fo humiliating a condition (as
Major James reprefents), that there is nothing that
may be required of them but what will be acceded to.
One man is now in irons there, by his order, for an
impertinent expreflion; and the body of Maroons
have offered to facrifice him, rather than aggravate
the prefent offence. To-morrow, Major James fays,
fome of their officers will be here, to make their
fabmiffion. I have, however, juft received meflages
from Vaughan’s-field negroes, not to truft myfelf
there, on account of the-threats of fome of thefe
people, who are conftantly in ambufh about it, with
bad intentions againft myfelf. This makes it clear,
that whatever may be the fentiment of the body, ftill
there are refraory difcontented fpirits, that require
an example to reftrain them, and to eftablith the old
dominion of law: over them.

“ I think
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“T think it is neceffary to mention to you, that, at
the time the gentlemen went to the conference, the
Maroons had obliged Captain Crafkell to quit the
town, with the full determination never to admit him
again. He ftaid at our penn till I received, and fent
him, intimation of his danger; and he only faved
himfelf by about five hours from certain death, as our
penn was attacked, as mentioned in a letter I fent
you, for that particular purpofe. Major James, with-
out the fmalleft intention of interfering with the éxe-
cutive, was defired to remain among them, that he
might, by his influence and prefence, prevent their
being guilty of any overt a& ‘againft the peace by
them, till the bufinefs was arranged by the executive.
I faw Major James yeflterday, who mentioned that
neither himfelf nor his fon could accept of the ap-
pointment, under the prefent law of nine months
refidence,

¢ As a further motive for fettling this affair withoat
open hoftility, I think it proper to inform you, that
the negroes of feveral eftates have, within thefe few
days, made complaints againft management, although
belonging to eftates that are underftood to be managed
with great clemency. 1 was on the bench to-day,
with our Cuftos and another magiftrate, when a
complaint of this kind came from all the negroes at
Content eftate, in this parifh, Mr. Barrett tells me
he goes this evening to Anchovy-Bottom, to quiet a
complaint of a fimilar nature. Tryal negroes have
done the fame yefterday ; and the Cultos has, within

thefe few days, had four or five fimilar applications.
Z 3 Whenee
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Whence does this arife, but from the times? and
what check have we fo effe€tual as the Maroons?

¢ On examination it will be found, perhaps, that
much fhort of what you may conceive in town will
check the Maroons; and to check them 1is allowed on
all hands as neceflary. But in the confideration of
the bufinefs it fhould be recolle&ed, that, in the re-
bellion of 1766, the Maroons brought in the head
or the perfon of every flave in rebellion, in the {pace
of one month.

¢ The difpatches dated the 23d, from Lord Bal-
carres, are juft delivered to me (two o’clock); and I
have forwarded them, after perufing that for the
Cuftos and Captain Crafkell. They are fo late, that
the Cuftos cannot anfwer this poft; nor can Captain
Crafkell, or the Maroons, be up by the 3ift, It is
thought proper, therefore, by the Cuftos (who is juft
defiring me to mention it), that no interruptiori is
thought proper to -be made to the intention of the
Maroons coming down to-morrow ; as fomething may,
in confequence, arife favourable to the fettlement
of the bufinefs in town; nor is there time to ftop
them. Captain Crafkell is at Flamftead. Our Cuftos
will fet out from here next Saturday for town ; and
about the time he arrives there, he fuppofes the
Maroons, with their Superintendant, will be able to
be there, You will pleafe to communicate this to
his lordfhip, making the neceffary apology for his
orders not being fo immediately complied with, and
for the Cuftos not writing by this opportunity. If
3 the
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the difpatches had come by the poft, which came out
of Spanifh Town after the meflenger, they would
have been twenty-feven hours earlier here, and all
parties would have been on the bay. . With this, T
fend you a copy of my letter to the agent, intended
to prevent alarms in England, that might prejudice
the credit of the country; in fa&, to prevent bills
being noted, that went by the packet, from falfe
rumors. You may forward it by any epportunity.

¢ I remain, DEAR SIR,
¢ Your affured and very obedient fervant, .
¢ SaM. VAUGHAN, junior.

¢« P.S. The Speaker, Cuftos, Mr. Barrett, Colonel
James, &c. &c. all know the contents of this letter.

¢« P.S8. I obferve the light horfe are ordered to
town, when affairs are {ettled. On the late occafion,
they could not have been effective till the fourth or
fifth day after they left Spanith Town, in confequence
of fatigue. This points out the propriety of a body
being ftationed here, when {uch can be {pared from
town ; for, in cafe of difturbance, they will have a
march to make even from here,

¢¢ Leawis Cuthbert, efquire.”’

No. 14,

The Examination of Thomas Crafkelly efquirey Superin-
tendant of Trelawney Maroon Town.

¢« 9, What is your fituation and office?

¢¢ 4, Superintendant of Trelawney Town.
Z4 . *2Is
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¢¢ 9. Is it your opinion that the Maroons of Tre-
lawney Town can command the aid of the plantation
negroes, or 3 confiderable part of them, in their
neighbourhood, at pleafure?

¢ 4. From the general intercourfe which the Ma-
roons have with the plantation negroes all over the

country, they might influence a confiderable part, if
not all of them.

« 9. How long have you acted in capacity of
Superintendant ?

¢ 4. Since the 20th December, 1792.

« 9. Have you any reafon to fufpeét that the
Maroons of Trelawney Town have had intentions of
creating a general infurrection in this ifland?

¢ 4. I do not think they had any immediate inten-
tions of doing fo; but believe, from their conduét,
it was their intention to have done fo in a few months.
Captain Jarrett, having taken offence at a punifhment
inflited on two Maroons, faid, it was a thame; but
the time was not yet come. Captain Jarrett is one
of the principal of the Maroons.

¢« THomas CRASKELL.
«« Taken and fworn before me,

this 1t September, 1795,
Montego- Bay,

¢ ROBERT JACKSON.”

No. 15,
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No. 15,
Extralt from the Examination of Fobn Merody, late
Affiftant of Trelawney Maroon Lown ; taken before

the Commander in Chief at Head-Quarters, Vaughan’s-
Jield, the 16th Auguft, 1795. :

«“ 9. Did you ever know that the Maroons had
tampered with any eftates negroes, or others, to induce
them to join them in rebellion againft the whites?

¢« 4. That one night, fhortly before the proclama-
tion was iflued, when the deponent was in bed, and
the Maroons fuppofed him afleep, he overheard a
converfation to the effe&, that about one hundred
eftate negroes were ready and willing to join them.

« 9. Did you ever hear that any plantation ne-

groes had any ammunition concealed, for the ufe of
the Maroons.

<« 4. At the time above ftated, I alfo overheard
that the hundred negroes, faid to be ready to join

them, had a quantity of gun-powder, to the amount

of about two kegs, which they had concealed in the
woods.

¢« 9. You read and explained the Commander in
Chief’s proclamation to the Maroons?

« 4, 1 did,

¢« 9, What did they fay of it, after they under-
ftood 1t,

¢ 4. Colo-
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¢ 4. Colonel James, Tharp, and Jackfon, recom-
mended their coming down, and {ubmitting themfelves
to mercy; but the young men pofitively refufed it,
and faid, the militia were fools to think of coming
into thefe woods to fight with them.”

| No. 16.
The Depofition of Leah Fletchall.

¢¢ Saith, That about three weeks ago, between the
time of the difputes between the magiftrates of Mon-
tego-Bay and the Maroons, and the time of Lord
Balcarres coming down, this deponent heard perfns
in converfation, one of whom making ufe of the
expreflion, ¢ They have fent one to France,” her
curiofity was thereby much excited. That fhe further
heard, apparently the fame fay, ¢ Things are not there
as they are here; there, all are citizens, and upon a
footing ; here, we are kept in ignorance, andknow
nothing ; but we will wait and fee how the matter
ends. If they get the better, then will be the time
for us to come forward :” That further converfation
pafled; but the above was all this deponent could
diftinctly hear: That there appeared to be only two
perfons, and, from their diale@, either people of
colour or negroes ; but they were fo fituated, that
they could not be feen from the place where the

deponent was. her
LeAH ¢ FLETCHALL,
6 Saworn before me, at Mon- mark.

tego-Bay, this 27th of Au-

g4 17955
¢ Joun CuNNINGHAM.”
Ne. 17.
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No. 17.

Extraél from the Examination of Fobn Grabam, o IMus
latto Man, working as a Carpenter in Trelawney
Maroon Town ; taken at Montego-Bay, the 29th
Auguft, 1795. :
¢¢ That the Maroons faid, they expefted to be

joined by one hundred and fifty flaves to begin withs

but that afterwards they would be joined by thou-
fands ; that when once they got the advantage over the
whites, all the flaves would join them ; that one and
all agreed in holding this language, excepting Colonel

James, who was then fick in bed, and Tharp, who

was abfent from the town: That the Maroons did not

expect they would be attacked fo foon; but that they
fhould previoudly be joined by the one hundred and
fifty flaves: That thcy'exp;-:&ed to gain a great deal
by their battle, if commenced whilft the French were
at war with the Englifh in St. Domingo : That they
had alfo faid, the flaves had got a keg of gunpowder
for them.”

No. 18.

Extraft from the Examination of Miles Hally a Mulatts
Man, working as a Carpenter in Trelawney Maroon
Toaon s taken at Montego-Bay, the 29th Augufis 1795
¢« That he has heard the Maroons fay, they ex-

peted to be joined by one hundred and fifty {laves to

begin with ; and by very great numbers all over the

- land afterwards; that when they once got the advan-

tange over the whites, all the flaves would join them ;

that thefe feemed the fentiments of the Maroons in
general, excepting Colonel James and Tharp.”

No. 19-
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Nb. 19.
Examination of William, taken up on Friday, 14 Augufl,
1795, at Spring-Garden Effate.

¢ Says, That he belongs to Robert Linton, at Par-
naflus; that he has been runaway two months ; that
after being taken up, he got away a fecond time, and
ftaid with » a watchman belonging to the eftate
of Thomas Roberts ; that in going to.Spring-Mount,
through the woods, he was taken up by three Ma-
roons, viz. Captain James Palmer, John Wallace, and
Quaco, on Friday the 7th inftant, and was afked by
Palmer, if he would go with them to fight againft
the white people ; that they took him with them into
the woods between Samuells and Bandon; they re-
mained there a week ; that then Quaco and Palmer
went with him in the night to Belvidere, alfo Wallace,
who has a'wife there, to get people to join them.
Wallace went towards Seven-Rivers, and Palmer and
Quaco with him (William) to Eden, through the
woods, fearful of being ftopped by the guard at Moung
Pelier ; that they went to a fellow belonging to Eden,
called Harry ; that Quaco afked Harry if he would
join them; Harry demanded, for what; Quaco an-

{wered, to fight againft the white people ; that he
(Harry) helitated, and Quaco told him, that they
would kill all that weuld not join them, on which
Harry confented, but afked if they would let him go
and fee his wife ; Palmer and Quaco anf{wered, they
did not wifh to ftay long, left they fhould be taken
up ; that Harry afked, what they would do if the
whites got the upper hand ; they anfwered, they did

not
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not intend to fight the whites immediately, until they
faw how thofe who are now engaged came on ; that
they had not fufficient powder to begin, but were going
about to fee what they could get, and to get more
people to join them; that they told Harry, if the
whites got the better of thofe who were now fighting,
they could not get the better of thofe who were to
join them. He fays, when he was taken, Palmer
gave him three cuts on the wrift, and caught the
blood in a calabath, intending to make him drink it
the next noon, and {wear not to return to his mafter,
but to go about to get people to join them; that
James Palmer is not among the Maroons engaged,
but belongs to the party who took him; that they
{tay in a cave in the woods, aback of Bandon, and
near Samuell’s. He promiles, on condition of for-
givenefs, to difcover the different haunts of this party,
and feems willing to have his life at flake on the
refult.”

The above examination was taken this 17th day dugufly

before D. Bernard junior, and F. C. Scott.

No. 20.
Letter from the Cuftos of Trelawney, to Samuel Vaughan,
efquire, one of the Magiftrates of St. Fames.

¢« DEAR SIR,
¢ [ am this moment honoured with your packet,
and with I could return a more favourable report to
its contents. 'The Maroouns appear te be meditating
of mifchief; and unlefs they are dealt with very
politically, they will, in, my ol_)inion, bring on fimilar

4 cfils
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evils to thofe of St. Domingo, or the other windward
iflands. One of the well inclined was here yefterday,
my name-fake; and he affured me, all the young
people were ripe for any thing, but exclaimed very
much again{t the prefent Superintendant, and declared,
that, unlefs he was removed, evils would enfue, It
has been reported here, that the Maroons have de-
elared, that if the brigands come down, they would
inftantly join them; for that they could not be worfe
than the white people withed to make them. This I
do not doubt myfelf; but am fatisfied we fhould care-
fully avoid the evil day, and not precipitate it; for
the influence of the Maroons with our negroes muft
produce certain ruin to all of us.

¢I am on the eve of departure, the fhips going
out on Thuriday morning; but as I mean to {pend
Sunday next ‘with my friend Mr. Palmer, either at
Rofe-Hall or Brandon-Hill, I fhould be happy we
could meet there, and talk over this bufinefs. In the
mean time, I will take fteps to prohibit the fale of
powder, &c. to the Maroons, from the ftore-keepers
at Falmouth, in fuch a manner as thall be moft pri-
vate, and without giving fufpicion of any caufe for fo

doing.

I am, with much refpe&, pe4r sig,
¢ Your moft obedient humble fervant,
‘_ ¢ Joun THARP.
¢ Good Hope, Monday morning, 13th Fuly, 1795.

o : s
¢ Samuel Vaughan, efquire, St. Fanes.”

No. 21,
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No. 21.

An Examination taken before the Honourable George
Murray, Cuflos of the Parifh of Weftmoreland ; Fohn
Lewis, one of the Reprefentatives of the faid Parifh;
Fames Lawrence, Co,:-".one[ of the fard Parifh ; ‘T homas
Bavker, Licutenant Colonel ; William Loch, Major ;
and David Finlayfon, one of the Magiftrates of ibe
Jaid Parifh.

¢ Abraham, a negro man, belonging to the Bog

eltate, in the faid parith, declares, that, on the
Auguft, he was with Quafhie, King, Aberdeen, and
anotlier negro, at work in the woods, fplitting thin-
gles: ‘That three Maroons, named Johnfon, Brown,
and Cuffee Leflie, came to them, and ‘ordered them
to defift from work, and go with them: They re-
monftrated ; but the Maroons afked, if they did
not know there was a quarrel with the backra’s and
Maroons ; that backra had fpoiled the country; and
they muft go with them, and when they had got the
better of the backra’s (white people), they fhould live
very eafy, and fhould have their freedom : However,
they perfifted ; but the Maroons declared, they would
cut off their heads, and were armed with gun, lance,
cutlafs, and knives: That they (the negroes) were
carried unto the deep wood, and were told, they were
going to the Maroon town: At night they were tired,
firuck fire, and roafted victuals, and then went to
fleep. Quathie, King, and Abraham, availed them-
fclves of their being afleep, and ran away, returning
immediately to the eftate, and furrendering them-
felves




( 352 )

felves to the overfeer. Ifaac, brother to the others,
was alfo taken by them, but not at the fame time.
His evidence differing very materially from the others,
and fome circumitances appearing {ufpicious, he was,
from great caution, committed to gaol. The four
firft coincided exaltly in thé fame ftory, and, by
appearance and confiftency, with advice from the
magiftrates, and promifes of reward to take up the
Maroons, were fent home.

¢ A negro named Aberdeen was taken away, and
is not returned.

¢« My LORD,
¢« You will permit me to apologize for this rough
examination, taken before me and others; but as it
was your lordfhip’s particular wifh to receive it, and
truft to my memory, I have written it out, and fhewed
it to Mr. Murray, who acquiefces to the {fubftance of
thé evidence, and believes it true.

« I have the honour to be,
¢« My LorD, with very great refped,
¢¢ Your lordfhip’s moft obedient fervant,
¢ Joun LEwis.”

No. 22.
Extraff of o Letter from Robert Campbell, efquive, to
Thomas Harpery efquive, at Montego-Bay, dated,
¢ New York, Dlay 18, 1703.

¢¢ There-is no news here but what you have in

Jamaica ere this reaches you. General s hd

mulatto
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wmulatto, in St, Domingo, declared to a geuntleman

who lodges in this houfe, and often dined with him,

that the cap of liberty would be put up in Jamaica this

fummer. So Le:-'i) a good look-out among YO i

No. 22.
Lhe Declaration and Examination o Fean Fofef Noran-

Sfony laken the 28th Auguft, 1795.

¢ I left France fome time in the month of Apnil,
1794, bound for Jacmel: I was the bearer of papers
which citizen Tallien, one of the principal reprefen-
tatives of the people, had delivered to me for the
commandant of the diftriék of Jacmel. At that fame
time, three Frenchmen, entrufted with a fecret miflion
to Polverel and Santhonax, failed from France: One
of thefe three was taken in a veflel which paffed for
a Dane, and brought to Jamaica about fifteen months
ago. I arrived at New York in all the month of
July, from whence I went to Philadelpbia, to fce
Citizen Fauchet, the Minifter Plenipotentiary for the
Republic, with whom I had been intimate at Paris.
I informed him that I was going, refpecting the pro-
perty of my wife, to Jacmel, and that I was the
bearer of a packet for the commandant of that place;
which papers I left with him until the time I fhould
depart for Jacmel. I remained three days at the
houfe of Citizen Fauchet; during which time we
always fpoke of affairs of politics: His attachment
ro me induced him to impart with me matters of the
utmoft confequence, particularly what concerned Ja-
maica. I went then to join my wife at New York,

Vor. I Aa after
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after having afked of Citizen Fauchet to procure me
a dire& opportunity for Jacmel. At New York, I
enquired for veflels tp execute my voyage; but the
want of fuch an oppoitunity, together with the terror
which had been infpired to me refpeting Hifpaniola,
induced me to return to Citizen Fauchet, and begged
of him to find out fome pretence to fend the papers
I had left with him, telling him, I would not expofe
myfelf by going to a place where I had every thing
tofear. - Eight or ten days after, he fent, by the way
of St. Thomas, the Citizen Seche, who undettook
the miflion, and delivered the packet to Rigaud, and
returned to Philadelphia; nine weeks after, or there-
about, we learnt the arreftation of Polverel and
Santhonax. Having returned to Philadelphia, Citizen
Fauchet told me, he had received orders from Rigaud,
and the Republican Chiefs at Hifpaniola, to raife as
many men of colour as poffible on the continent, in
order to fend them to Jamaica, there to be employed
to infurre® the negroes of that ifland, under a pre-
tence of liberty and equality. The fame Fauchet gave
me a letter to carry to Citizen L’ Arcumbal, the Conful
at New York, to engage him to procure fome people
of colour for that purpofe, and to fend him an account
of it. At the end of a few days, to my certain
knowledge, a citizen of colour, who {poke Englifh,
and who kept a correfpondence with Citizen Granville,
alfo a man of colour, who was then a prifoner in
Jamaica, failed from New York, difguiled as a fore-
ma(t man, in a {chooner to come to Kingfton, and
find his faid friend. Citizen Fauchet came to New
York, where he fpent fome days with me: He had

5 come
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come there on purpofe to prepare the neceffary hof-
pitals for the {quadron, which had been announced
to him. I had an opportunity of knowing, the orders
he had juft received from the National Convention :
It was ordered to him, to procure a great quantity
of provifions; to {fend immediately an exprefs to get
ready, at Cape Francois, hofpitals, lodgings, and bar-
racks ; it was allo mentioned, to fcllow the orders
of Lavaux and Rigaud, for what particularly concerned
Jamaica. Some time after, the Citizen Commiflary
Hugues {ent three men of colour, who fpoke Englifh,
from the windward iflands to Citizen Fauchet at
Philadelphia; but not finding him there, they came
to New York to join him. I was preient when they
delivered their packets to Fauchet; and they had
orders to come,in as fhort time as poffible, to Jamaica,
One of thefe three, who might pafs for a white man,
embarked on the 3d of November, in the fame vefiel
on which came my wife, with feveral other paflengers;
amonglt whom was an Englith man of colour, and
an inhabitant of the environs of DMartha Brae in
Jamaica, and intimate with mem Fauchet and the
Conful:L’Arcumbal. - About two months after, the
fame Englith man of colour returned to New York,
and brought to me a letter from my wife ; and fome
days, after he embarked again for King{’con, with many
people of colour, in a veflel loaded. only, with great
corn;. One of them {2id, he was the friend of one of
the chiefs of Maroon negroes. In the month of April
laft arrived at New York twelve or fox;rieen men of
colout, came out from; the prifon-thip: I was prefent
when they came to the - Conful’s, . with one fingle

Aa 2 pa,iTport
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pafiport for them all, from the Britifh government,
which had been delivered to the captain of the veffel.
Five of thofe men of colour embarked, to my know-
ledge, at New York for Jamaica, two of whom are
brothers, named Gafpard, and another called Laptaine,
who alfo faid they were friends to Granville. This
Granville told me, on my arrival at Kingfton, that
thofe fame men had gone to the Maroon Town, and
certainly there would fhortly be an infurretion. I
am fo fully perfuaded of it, and affured of the fa&,
from the friendfhip which fubfifts between Fauchet
and me, who had in confidence communicated to me
the proje€t of revolting the negroes of Jamaica, he
having fent, for that purpofe, upwards of one hundred
and fifty French people, the major part of whom
were men of colour, that in confequence, fearing
fome accident for my wife, I thought it my duty
to come to her, with an intention to bring her back
immediately to New York. I alfo declare, that I
brought to Granville a letter from Fauchet, the con-
tents of which T am entirely ignorant of, which is
the only one I brought. I declare alfo, that the
major part of the facts here fet forth were known to
the Count Lafitte; fince, without ever having feen
him or known him before, he came to my lodgings in
Kingfton at different times, when his converfation and
queftions breathed only an infurrection of the negroes
of this country, and that he confidered it as unavoid-
able. I alfo know, that the Count Lafitte is the
intimate friend of a French merchant who refides
at New York, and is appointed from the French
Republic as the agent for the affairs of the ftate,

and
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and that he has advanced money to Mr. Lafitte during
his ftay at New York; and that even the Citizen
Conful L’Arcumbal hag given to Mr. Lafitte, when he
was at New York, either as a loan or otherwife, from
two to three hundred dollars. 1T likewife declare, that
Mr. Lafitte has confefled to me, that no other motives
kept him here, but of endeavouring to get out of prifon
about fifteen prifoners, great patriots, for whom he
interefted himf{elf very much, being his countrymen,
and had been taken in Olanier’s brig; that he had
even cauled a petition to be prefented in name of faid
prifoners; I know to my certain knowledge, that faid
prifoners entertained a correfpondence with Lafitte.
bout two months before my departure from New
York, I went to fpend fome days with Mr. Fauchet,
at Philadelphia: He had juft received papers of the
greateft confequence, which I took cognizance of,
being communicated to me: Thofe papers had been
brought by the Semillante frigate, with fome other
veflels come from France, ‘which, in their way, went
to Newfoundland, there to burn the Britith veflels
they could find there; which frigate and veflels
brought in part arms, particularly four large cafes,
containing three thoufand broad {words deftined for
Hifpaniola, which a cutter brought to general Lavaux,
with order to affemble all the people of colour he
could colle&, and to give the fame orders to Citizen
Rigaud, fo that the nation might depend on ten
thoufand men for fecret expedition. In the commu-
nication 1 have taken of the orders {ent to Citizen
Fauchet from the Convention, it was faid, that the
fquadron fhould immediately fail from France ; that
their
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theirifirft .objet was to be, fecret expedition a2gain{t
the Britifh iflands ; to fend toRigaud and Lavaux all

the people.of colour, as.volunteers, {peaking Englifh;

the order was, that Rigaud and Lavaux fhould make
no;attack on the enemy until further orders,

¢ Before my departure from New York to Phila-
delphia, I went to take leave of Citizen Fauchet : He
delivered to me orders for Citizen L’Arcumbal, to
give me a certificate of refidence, without any date 3
he acknowledged to, me, that, in the courfe of Sep-
tember and October, Jamaica would belong to France,
the taking of which was inevitable, from the means
that had, juft been taken; that the French were to
land ten thoufand negroes at fome diftance from
Kingfton, all of them armed with two mufkets and
two. broad. fwords,, to be diftributed to the negroes in
infurreétion, whillt the fquadron thould attack .the
ports.in the environs of Kingfton. Al.the above
facls are ftriélly true. Had I forefeen the misfortune
of my arreftation, I would have brought with me the
proofs, I being the friend and even the confidant of
Fauchet.  In, cafe the Britifh government fhould not
e fatisfied with,what I, have juft declared, I oblige
myfelf to leave here all my, papers:and effedls, the
value of which amounts at leaft to twenty thoufand
French. livres, as a depofit, until L fhall {end  from
New York. every and all the informations that may
be required ; it being eafy for me to take them out of
the regifters. 1 alfo engage to inftruct the govern-
ment; by all the veflels that fhall fail from New York
and; Philadelphia, of allwhat pafles in the offices of
gh
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the French Republic; by which means I fhall con-
vince the Britith nation, that I am not an enemy to
the Englifh, as fome have endeavoured to perfuade.

¢ N.B. There will be found a contradition in my
firlt and former declaration, on what refpects the
friendfhip fubfifting between Citizen Fauchet and
myfelf; which I did becaufe I thought my intereft
required it. I am well aflured, that Citizen Fauchet
is not recalled, as has been reported ; but, admitting
he were fo, I am certain I always fhall find means to
give to the Britifh government every information that
can be required, efpecially on what has been or may
be done in the colonies, from the eafy accefs I have
had during my ftay in North America, and by the
acquaintance I have with the agents of the Republic,
being very intimate with them. Though my opinion
may be contrary to theirs, the intereft of my children,
and the property I have in France, have obliged me
to differnble. In fhort, T oblige myfelf to do whatever
the Britifh government fhall judge proper, and to
exccute their inftru&ions; engaging myfelf to return
within the fpace of four months.”

A true tranflation from the French original.

J. B. GROSICARD, Sworn Interpreters

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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