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of the St. Vincent current money, and comparing 

thern with our English coin. Of a verity they haVe 

most original names for their pieces, such as_ are seen 

below,_ with their proportionate value to each othere 

I Dog. 

1 ½ l · Stam pee. 
--

5 3! - I Five Dog piece. 
----

10 . 61 
2 2 l Ten Dog piece. 

----
20 13 4 2 1 Quarter Dollar .. 
--. ------ - · - --:1 

40 26 8 4 2 I Half Dollar. 
--------------

80 52 16 8 4 2 I Dollar. 
----------------
640 416 128 64 32 16 8 l Joe. 
---------------
1280 832 256 128 64 32 16 2 --1 l Doubloon. 

One Bitt is equal to four Stampees or six Dogs , 
13 Bitts and 2 dogs ...•.. make 1 dollar. 

6 Ditto and 4 ditto ~ . . . . . - · ½ a dollar. 
3 Ditto and 2 ditto . . . . . . - ¼ of a dollar. 

Beside_s these there are coins in circulation, called Cut money. 

Span. Dol. Bitts. Dogs. 

I Cut Joe . . . . . . . . . . . • . ~ / equal to . 6 8 0 

I Cut Dollar ............ 0 11 0 

I Cut Half Dollar ........ 0 · 5 3 

l Cut Quarter Dollar ..... 0 2 4 

A Table, showing the Value of each of the above Coins in the 
Currency of St. Vincent, and British Army Sterling. 

Coins. Currency. Sterling. 
£. s. d. £. s. d. 

1 Doubloon ..... ~ . . . . 8 0 0 3 9 4 
] Joe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 0. 0 I 14 8 
l Cut Joe . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 Ii 1 8 8· 

Q 
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Coins. Currency. Ste1·ling. 
£. s. d. £. s. d. 

I Dollar ........ · ..... 0 10 0 0 4 4 
I Cut Dollar .......... 0 9 I! 0 3 8 

13 
1 a S. Dollar ......... 0 5 0 0 2 2 2 

1 S. Dollar ........... 0 2 6 0 I I 
I Ten Dog piece . . . . . . . 0 I 3 0 0 61 

2 

1 Bitt ........•.•.... ~ O 0 9~ 0 0 4 
13 

I Five Dog piece .... ---. . 0 0 71 
2 0 0 3¼ 

½ a Bitt . ............ .. 0 0 4! 0 0 -2 
I Stam pee ...... • ..... 0 0 2¼ 0 0 I 
I Dog . .............. 0 0 11 

2 0 o. O½ ½ 

To bring St. Vincent currency to sterling, take -
one-third and one-tenth of the given sum, add them 
together, and the, amount will be the sterling re
quired. 

To reduce currency to sterling bring the given 
sum into pence, multiply it by thirty, and divide by 
thirteen. 

So, reader, if thou _shouldst ever go to St. Vincent 
the above rules will save thee a few doubloons, '1vith 
which thou n1ayst buy champagne and madeira, and 
entertain thy friends after the · fashion of a prince : 
then I pray · thee, in very me~kness and humility of 
spirit, to remember, not the " fifth of November," or 
" Guy Fawkes," or " Gunpowder treason and plot," 
but that very rainy and dis-agreeable morning in the 
nionth of May, A. D. 1827,- when thy poor book
maker <;lid worry his patience and his brain in the 
plan and execution of the aforesaid calculations. 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

THE CHARAIB WA Ro. 

" This Island was troubled during a long period with all the 
horrors of a civil war." 

I DARE say that my readers are beginning to dis

cover that I love variety,-that I am fond of novelty 
and change ; that my chapters are short ; ind that 

one or two, which treat on sugar and .molasses,. are 

" short and sweet;" mor~over, that I cannot bear to 
dwell for any length of time on one and the sa1ne 

subject. Men, if they can help it, seldom do that 
which i~ contrary to their inclinations : now it is 
quite contrary to my inclinations to continue a long 

and prosy description of the Island of St. Vincent, 

talking about its mountains, and its valleys, and itS 

streets, and its garden, and its ugly church, and 

every thing else that is ugly or . beautiful therein 

contained ; therefore, as there are many amusing 
and interesting circumstances connected with the · 

island, that border less on _the descriptive, I shall 
drop for a time the aforementioned subjects, and 

commence a narrative of the insurrection that took 

place in the year 1795.-I say commence, for ~ 9-o 
not promise to continue my narrative beyond a cer-

Q 2 
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tain length; and though the reader shall have the 
whole account before the conclusion of the Memoirs, 
yet it will be only in fragments scattered here ~nd 
there; for when I am tired of the insurrection, I 
shall fly to the 'Governor's balls; and from the Go
vernor's balls, to the Soufriere; and from the Sou
f riere to Kingstown ; and when I am tired of Kings
town, I will fly back again to the insurrection. 

' 
All the insurrections that have occurred in the 

West Indies have been attended with melancholy and 
interesting occurrences; but the public are little ac
quainted with the horrors and atrocities that marked 
the progress of the rebels in these revolts ; of which 
the ·most i_mportant was what is called the Charaib 
war, arid commenced- in the Island of St. Vincent in 
the month of March, 1795 . . 

_On the 5th of this month, an alarn1 was fired in 
the is-land, by order of the Governor, and the forces 
of the militia were placed under arms. This motion 
0f his Excellency's, seconded by the advice of the 
privy council, was only by way of precaution, in• 
consequence of intelligence having arrived from the· 
Island of Grenada, stating that an insurrection· had 
been commenc~d by the slaves and free colored in
habitants in the town an'd neighbourhood of Gouyave. 

An insurrection seldom breaks out in a single 
Island ; and the inhabitants of one colony have 
always reason to be on their guard when they hear 
of a revolt in another. Cor:respondence is gene
rally carried on between the leaders of the rebellions 
in the several colonies: for when the 'slaves in two 
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or three contiguous islands are prepared to rise, 

policy demands that their operations should com

mence at the same time, in order to prevent the pos,. 

sibility of one rendering assistance to the other. 

The immediate employment and distribution . of 

the militia force in the Ish;tnd of St. Vincent was .. , 

therefore, a prudent precautiOn on the part of Go

vernment. One half of this force was divided into 

small detachments and distributed throughout the 

Island to guard the various estates~ As the Chat

teaubelair and Charlotte pari~hes formed the north

east and north-west limits of the-British territory in 

the colony, one company was stationed in each of 

· these places, and the remainder were ordered to 

occupy and defend the fort at Berkshire Hill, . which 
the inhabitants were endeavouring to render s_tronger 

and m-ore tenable, by carrying 11p ammunition for 

the fort, and stores and provisions- for the forces. 

On the following day, suspicions were greatly 

strengthened by the information of a person from 

Calliaqua, who stated that a Charaib, residing in 

the vicinity of his property, . had visited him with 

a friendly warning of clang.er 1. and besought . him to 

leave the colony " tout de suite;" giving as-a r~ason, 

that the Charaibs had determined on a -general mas• 

~acre of all the white · inhabitants in the island which 

would commence in less than three d~ys. 

. . On receiving this information, rnessengers were 

dispatched by his Excellency to summon the two 

Charaib chiefs, Chatouay and Du Valle, to Kings,town, 

while one of the aides-de-camp wept to confer with 
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the Charaibs residing in the quarter of Massarica 

o_n the ·subject of the insurrection susp-ected ; and by 
them to forward a summons to · the chiefs at Grand 
Sable; desiring their presence · in town at the con
.vening of the council, which was to take -place on 

the following Tuesday. 
These precautions, prudent as they were, were 

not likely to lead a people so crafty as t~e ·Charaibs 
to betray their .plans and intentions, and t-heir secret 
was not to be wrested by' these summary proceed
ings; their conduct was wily and discreet, and such 
as would tend to set suspicion on the wrong scent. 
They gave the aid-de-camp a cordial reception ; and 
"':hen the subject was opened upon, they displayed 
the greatest surprise -that the slightest suspicion 
·should have been directed against them. 

Bad men, in the execution -of bad purposes, gene-
. rally produce most plausible arguments · in their 
favour ; but the more politic sinner resorts to a 
" ruse de guerre," and urges the strongest and most 
forcible reasons for not doing ·what he is about to 
do, 'in order that no suspicion may be thrown upon 
his- undertaking. The wily character of the Cha
raibs was well .rriarked by_ their reasonable and ener
getic appeals to the very ties of gratitude and. £riend
sh1p, which 'they were abo11t to violate and abuse. - -

" Why,'' said they, " should we be suspected?
" we whom ye ·have :restored to our ·privileges ; -for
" given for our past revolts, and treated in the most 
" lenient and benevolent 1nanner ? You· have pro

·'' tected u;s froin our foes in another qu<,1:.rter of ·the 



l.N THE \VEST INDIES. 231 

" island; you have given us ha~itations on your 
" estates, and land for our nourishment. If we rebel, 

" what are we to gain ?-If we rebel and fail, what 

" shall we not lose ? We will not answer for the Cha-

" raibs irn Grand Sable, they are our enemies ; they · 

" n1ay be plotting a revolt; but we are ignorant of 
"_their designs. If they make war, we will not be so 
" foolish : on the -contrary, we request the protection 

" of the English for ourselves and our families ! 
" We are poor and defenceless ; we owe all we have 

" to the English : why should we revolt?'' 

__ . · These Charaibs who thus assured the English of 

.their quiet an~ peaceable intentions, had been re

siding on the estates and properties in that quarter, 

during the last nine or ten years, and had derived their 

support chiefly from the more -wealthy inhabitants of 

that part of the island. They, therefore, deserved 
less mercy for their treachery; in first expressing 

their obligations ·and gratitude, and a few days after 

making a violent and furious attack> in conjunCtion 

with the other rebels, on the same properties. 

On the Sunday before hostilities commenced, a 

meaSure was taken by the Charaibs of Rebacca and 

Grand Sahl~, which I suppose was intended to avert 

:Susp1c1on. A party of men and women came to 

Kingstown, bringing with them a quantity of fruit 

. and vegetables, · which they disposed of in the mar

ket-place, and, with every sign of peace, returned 

unmolested to their own abodes. On the same even

ing, however, intelligence arrived, ·stating that the 

Charaibs and French inhabitants of Mariaqua had 
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taken arms, and made an attack on the estates in the 
vicinity, Captain Seton, with a detachment of mi
litia and volunteers, and Major H. Sharp, with a 
party of armed negroes, proceeded to attack them ; 
they made but little resistance, ·and escaped with the 
loss of eighteen prisoners and a few fire arn1s, that 
were found in their dwelling houses. 

The 1najority of the Charaibs professed to lament 
this occurrence, and continued to maintain the peace 
and friendliness of their designs : nevertheless, the 
next day the inhabitants of Kingstown received in
formation that the whole body intended to unite to 
n1ake an attack on the wind ward side of the colony. . . 

In consequence of this, Lieutenant Macdowall, with 
about thirty-four n1ilitia and volunteers, proceeded 
on horseback to the assistance of Captain J. Morgan, 
who had the charge of that district, whence they 
started in a body, to demand the motives of the 
Charaibs before they should commence their assault. 
The Ch,~.raibs, however, · had already began -their 
ravages; and the troop did not advance far before 
they observed the residence and estate of Mr. Gil
christ in flames : and their further approach was 
rendered not a little unpleasant by the irregular 
firing of the Charaibs from the cane fields, where 
they had assembled in considerable numbers. 

It is always bad policy to attack a -superior force, 
unless th~ said force is in a very disadvanta.geous 
position. Now this was not the case with, the Cha
raibs. They were posted on an eminence. The 
little troop were advai1cing in a valley, and were 
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entirely exposed to their shot; therefore the ·tittle 

troop thought it better to · advance no longer, and 

accordingly they retreated. On joining the detach-

. ment under. Captain Morgan; they discqvered that 

his position ,vould be untenable, if attacked, from 

the want ·/of water and provisions ; and,_ as they had 

no idea of faSting, and fighting to boot, they pm- · 

ferred decamping ; and, accompanied ·by the Captain 

and his force, they returne_d to Kingstown ; knowing . 

that, if they remained, they would have no chance 

against the whole collected force of the -rebels which 
-was fast approaching. · 

A party of Charaibs, stationed on the roof of a ~ 

house, com1nenced waving their hats to the detach
ment when it had advanced towards the town -as far 

as Massarica river .; on its nearer approach, however, 
the Charaibs fired ; so they gave it the salute -cour

teous and the salute direct. The troops looked 
/ around them, and were immediately fired at by sol_Ile 

rebels on the opposite side. They were next assailed 
-by a volley from behind; so it was considerably 

worse than being between Scylla and Charybdis. 
The Charaib~ .. , the 1noment they had fired, always 

concealed themselves among the canes, so that the 
troops had no chance of hitting again ; they there

fore determined to " shoot and run ;'' and, accord

ingly, they discharged their weapons; and, putting 
their steeds into a brisk gallop, were not long ere 
they arrived in _ Kingstown. Their original number 
of sixty was, however, reduced to forty-four, the re

maining sixteen having been either killed or wounded 
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by .the Charaibs. These savage barbarians showed 
no quarter to the wounded who fell into their hands ·: 
they usually severed their heads from their bodies, 
which they mangled in a most cruel and atrocious 

rnanner. 
On that day the rebels did not advance beyond 

J ambour riv.er, where they halted until Wednesday; 
then, however, they proceeded on their march to 
· Kingstown ; ravaging, plundering, and burning the 
cane fields and ho.uses of. all the estates on their way,,,--, 
and murdering the cattle and negroes. 

These transactions were the commencement of the 
insurrection in the windward part of the colony. 
, But, reaqer, before I continue my narrative, I have 
-many other things to think of, many other duties to 
perform : the first and most important of these is to 
repair to my dinner, which hath been already five 
1ninutes on the table ; ,the next is to tell thee some
thing of the aforementioned ball, given at Government 
House ; and the third is, at present, enveloped in an 
uncertainty, which the future alone can clear. Suf
fice it to know, that iny history of the Charaib war 
shall certainly be resumed as soon as I have the 
-opportunity and the inclination to resuine it. 
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CtIAPTER XXVIII. 

THE BALL AND SUPPER. 

" Merrily, merrily they did dance, 
" And after the dance they supped." 

Old Ballad. _. 

READER, the turtle was exquisite, the punch deli

cious, the champagne divine, and the tnadeira at· the 

" sum1num bonum" of cool and pleasant excellence; 

so that my dinner liath revived my poor body, and 

enlivened my drooping spirits ; and now I will sit 
I 

down with all ·the good nature. imaginable, to give 

thee my long promised description of the ball at 

Government House. 

Perhaps,- because I have delayed the said tale, 

you may think it was an occurrence of no in1mediate 
importance ; · but if so, you are mjstaken. 

The entertain1nent was given in celebration · of an 
eventful period . in the . colony ; and was, at the same 

time, a token of ·welcome and: farewell. - Tfansports 

had arrived . with a fresh regiment of troops from 

Demerara and Berbice ; and. the same vessels were 

destined to bear away with them the old corps, just 

as the officers were entering into society, and had-

1µade· acquaintance with the town's-people. 
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Perhaps it is one reason why the _ inhabitants of 
St. Vincent do not pay n1ore attention to the military, 
that they are generally sent home, or to another 
station, as soon as their acquaintance is we11 formed, 
and any degree of intimacy and good fello,vship 
commences between them. Be this as it may, it is 
at least a well kno,vn fact, that, on the arrival of a 
new corps, they al ways · allow the officers and their 
ladies two goo~ months to get settled in their quar
ters, before they trouble them with a visit, and some
times they forget them alt9gether. 

But I am now digressing from my tale of the ball, 
which was given to celebrate the arrival of the new 
regiment, and, also, as a farewell entertainment to 
the officers of the old. 

There were more ladies at that assembly than I 
.had ever seen before, or have ever seen since at any 
party in .St. Vincent. The red coats were also pretty 
numerous, and the gentlemen of the colony were not 
backward in their attendance. 

Of all things in the world, I so love to see a group 
of Creole ladies mingling in the sprightly dance; 
then it is that their spirits appear light and Joyous, 
their hearts merry and glad, their conversation lively 
and interesting. . From the ball room lassitude is 
expelled, and · " ennui" dares not intrude itself into 
the fairy circle of so many charms and graces. If 
you pay ·a 1norning visit to a fair West Indian, you 
may .find her reclining upon a sofa, indulging in that 
luxury of ease which the intolerable heat of a tropic 
climate appears to encourage and require. She may 
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seem lovely and-· beautiful, but she will still be lan

guid and opp!essed : follow her to the ball room, 

" elle a change tout cela ;" the countenance which, 
in the morning, looked lovely in its languor, in the 
evening looks more than lovely in its smiles. She is , 

lively and animated-and hour passes upon hour, and 
quadrille follows quadrille, and the morning dawns, 

and the dance continues unabated, and the fair Creole 
is neither tired nor fatigued. 

Perhaps some of the most beautiful girls in the 

West Indies were of his Excellency's party: those, 
however, who _ appeared to bear the belle, had but 

lately arrived from England, and were, I must confess, 

of surpassing loveliness. The dazzling whiteness of 
the Creole lily was delicately mingled with the red

der tinge of the English rose ; and in their manners 
were united the soft and amiable mildness of Creole 
conversation with the sparkling and animated sallies 
of English wit. ~ will confess, however, that the 
rose disappears, and · the animation is dispelled by a 
long residence in the climate. 

The young officers of the new ,corps were, doubt
less,- charmed with the ;-scene ; they at least entered 
into it with spirit; and their sweet partners in the 

merry dance appeared as much delighted with them 

as sweet partners usually are with the officers of his 
majesty's army. Nevertheless, I observed that the 
ensigns and lieutenants of the old corps, also one or 

two of the gallant captains, would now and then 
heave a sigh of regret ; but whether it arose from 

their departure from the green hills and valleys of 
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the fair island · of St. Vincent, or from their reluctance 
to leave .some of the lovely inhabitants of the s~id 
green hills and va-lleys·, I wis not. 

The party had just finished the Spanish · dance 
when the bands, for there were three present, played 
a march, in the midst of which supper was announced, 
and the gentlemen in1mediately handed their partners 
to the table. 

Supper-loving reader, hast thou not discovered 
that I am the greatest .gourmand . under the face of 
Heaven? that I am a_ tolerable bacchanalian, and an 
intolerable epicurean; that I am fond of Tacitus and 
turtle, of French and-fricassee, of Latin and lobster 
sauce? These very desirable qualities in an author, 
whose duty it is to mention the various names of-the 
various nicetles that grace the various tables of the 
various governors he may visit, will enable me to 
give thee a very . perfect and delicate description of , _ 
an equally.perfect and delicate" _petit souper.·" 

First, then, in the midst of _a very long table, 
around ·which sat, " in . closest. order ranged," a nu
merous family of our primeval mother Eve, stood a 
cake of huge foundation work, but which became, 
like the waists of some "of our most fashionable 
n1odern " debutantes,." 

" Small by degrees, and beautifully less:" 
-

that is to say, it rose to a majestic height, tapering 
off, like the ~ondon monument, to . a majestic point, 
in which was planted the flag yc1ept Union Jac_k ~ 
A lace petticoat was, moreover, the decoration that 
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ornamented its base; and the sugar that covered, and 

the figures that · adorned it rei;ninded me of Twelfth 

Night, and Laura, and old England, and sundry 
other events, that tended not to _ m~ke me merry. As

the"re were many other cakes of minor size and im-= 

portance on the table, it may not be improper , to 

state that the large Qne I have just described stood ·_. 

" Like a mighty giant in the midst of dwarfs;" 

and being ·_first cut and dissected by a gentleman 
. whose- christian name was John, caused a would-b~ 

· wit to remark; that we had Jack the gia~t killer . at 
the supper table. 

Independant _of the cakes, there was a luxuriant 

display . of every thing that could te1npt the palate : . 

fruit to the heart's content, fowls, hams, G·uinea birds, 

turkies, pastry, tarts, jellies, &~., all of which the 

indefatigable guests demolished in . a greater or less 

degree; according to their appetites. 

'' Allow me, madam," said . a gentleman, who had 

a better opinion than other people of his own wit, to 

a silent lady opposite, " to send you a little tongue." 
"· No, I am obliged _ to you ; '' replied the fair 

Creole, Who had a sheep's head before her, '' but I 

" shall have rnuch pleas_ure in helping you to a little 

" brains:" alluding to his deficiency in that very 
essential part of a man's ·caput. . 

" -Miss C · " said our exquisite, whom I had 

forgotten to mention as being of the party, " with 

-'.' .your permission I'llflirt with a.jelly." 

Miss C-- gave her permission, and the exquisite 
com1nenced his- flirtaJion-$ 



240 FOUR YEARS' RESIDENCE 

The same petit-maitre once asked, when paying a 
morning visit, if he should agitate the bell. 

" If you please sir," said a gruff old gentleman 
present, who had a great aversion to the dandy, 
" and tell the servant to bring me 1ny repository of 
" titillating dust*,'' an expression which he quoted 
from Joe Miller, in ridicule of our astonished ·ex
quisite. 

But to return to the supper.-As the wines, which 
were of the first quality, began to exhilarate the 
guests, the gentlemen made many speeches, and gave 
many toasts. The healths of the King, the army, 
and navy, his Excellency the Governor, the Island 
of St. Vincent, and many others were drank in three 
times three. Colonel --- rose, and, in a very ap
propriate speech, proposed the health of Lady Bris
bane in a bumpe~. The t"oast passed with applause, 
for Lady Brisbane is greatly and deservedly esteemed 
in the colony. She has al ways , well and ably filled 
her high situation, behaving to all around her. with 

/ 

mild, yet dignified condescension; while the kind-
ness of her . disposition, the propriety of her conduct, 
and the goodness of her heart have gained from 
every one the love and esteem which her many 
virtues and noble qualities so highly merit. 

The " ladies of St. Vincent," a toast given by his 
Excellency, was also enthusiastically received ; and, 
indeed, it ·would have been morally impossible to 
gaze on tlie galaxy of loveliness before us without 
wishing health, happiness, and prosperity to the 

* A -genteel term for a snuffbox. 
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fairy b~ings who con1posed it, for at that period the 
female society of St. Vincent was in the pride of its ~ 

splendor, and beauty did • not object to share its 
reign with innocence and · virtue. 

A few songs. succeeded his Excellency's toast; 

after which the party again resumed their dancing, 

and the morning gun had ~red before the conclusion 
of the entertainmeut. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

MOUNT SOUFFRIERE. 

" But ·we stood on the summit ;-all feelings were crown' d, 
Or in awe all absorbed, at the fiery profound ;, 

The crater upflinging wild volumes of cloud, 
That rose from its depths like old Titian's shroud; 

Then, caught by the tempest, rolled grandly away. 
I forgot, for the first time, to long for the day.'' 

Letter of Lady Seraphina to the Court Journal. 

THE period allotted for the stay of the government 
transports at St. Vincent was limited to one week; 
which was thought time sufficient for the disem
barkation of the new regiment, and for the embark
ation of the old. 

Procrastination is one of the great failings of human 
nature. There were many officers of the -- regi
ment who had not yet seen the celebrated volcano of 
St. Vincent, although they had been stationed in the 
island more than three years. To have left without 
seeing it would have been always a source of regret; 
therefore, Lieutenants L-- and S--, with Ensign 
A--, determined on devoting three of the six days 
that remained to them to that purpose; and, as I 
thought it a good opportunity, I resolved to accom
pany them. 
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·Accordingly, on retirirtg from his Excellency's ball,. 

instead of going to bed, to sleep off the fatigue of 

dancing, we all mounted our horses, and set off for 

the Souffriere mountain -

I have before mentioned the mighty and majestic 

chain of mountains that are seen towering towards 

the skies, and enveloped in clouds, which are promi
nent features in the· Island of St. Vincent, and render 

its scenery so romantic and sublime . . 

_ The Souffriere, which is one of the loftiest of these 

· island giants, is situated on the leeward side of the 

island, and lies more to the north than all the rest. 

I will pass over our ride, and omit to recount the 

hospitality of the proprietors of the several estates 

that lay in our way; . neither will I stay to number 

the many glasses .of potent sangaree ·which contributed 

. to keep up our spirits on the road. Suffice it to 
say, that · we arrived in safety at the base of the 

mighty mountain ; and, after riding part of the way 

up, were obliged to dismount, and pursue the rest of 

our journey on foot. 
When we arrived near the . volcano, the scene that 

prese.nted itself by no means disappointed our expec

tations. I guessed it, as the American said, to be 
some eighteen hundred feet above the level of the 

sea, although the summit of the mountain extends, 

perhaps, nearly one third higher. 
. On the southern side · of the mountain there is an 

extensive basin, four hundred and fifty feet deep, 

nearly round, and alfo1,1t four furlongs in width, in 

the midst of which, to the height _of two hundred 
R2 



244 FOUR YEARS' RESIDENCE 

and eighty feet, once rose a - little mountain in mi
niature, if I may so call it, which was full of rocky 
fissures, and covered, in many places, with ever~ 
greens and shrubs. The huge crater has long since 
been in a peaceful state; and a canoe is no·w floating · 
on its surface, in which the mor,e curious visitors 
were so1netiines wont ·to row round it for .the purpose 
of sounding its depth. The mountain itself is again 
covered with trees ; and the green ver-dure has, in 
many places, concealed · the ravages made by. its 
eruptions. As the fame of the Souffriere ha~ spread 
far and wide, there are few persons who come to the 
colony, and make any stay, without visiting it. And 
a·mongst the residents there are many ladies whom 
curiosity has attracted to the spot, and who have 
surmounted all the obstacles of the ascent in their 
anxiety to view the present state of a volcano, which 
burst with an explosion of which the awful and 
fatal consequences will ever · be remembered with 
terror and regret. 

The last and most terrific of its eruptions was on 
the night of Thursday, the 30th of April, 1812, and 
a brief account"' of so memorable an event may not be 
unacceptable to my readers. 
· Ever since noon on the: preceding Monday strong 
symptoms had been observed of the approaching 
crisis; and, even before that period, numerous earth
quakes had prepared the inhabitants of St. Vincent 
to expect son1e extraordinary event. 

On that day, however, a violent concussion of the 
earth, and unusual sounds and noises in the air, in 
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the vicinity of the mountain, were succeeded by the 

appearanc·e .of · huge cOlumns of smoke rising from 

the volcano, and by the falling of sundry showers of 

light pebbles, stones, sand, and ashes, on the lands 
·around. · . ·_.i . 

On Tuesday and Wednesday the fall of stones and 

ashes increased. greatly, and the immense quantity of 

san:d and favilla thrown up frOm the mountain spread 

all around, and was carried by the wind to a great 

distance across· the island, obscuring the air, and 

destroying the vegetation and verdure of the sur

rounding plantations.. .; 

· On Thursday the horrible 3.nd terrific ~ppearance 

of the mountain, and . the alarming progress and 

magnitude of the falling showers·, while it plainly 
evinced that the event was near its crisis, and that 

an explosion would shortly take place, spread terror 

and consternation into the minds of all classes of 
inhabitants. . The Charaibs in . its vicinity immedi

ately deserted their dwellings, and flocked to Kings

town; the estate negroes fled from their work, and 

concealed themselves, in alarm, wherever they could 

find a refuge from the masses of favilla that continued 

falling in every direction. Yet all this was only 

a · prelude to the grand event that was about to 

follow. 

The glorious sun was buried in its western bed ; 

the dusk of evening had approached, and at any 

oth~~ time, the negroes would have been retiring 

from their work, and the inhabitants of Kingstown 

iaking their rides or promenades, and enjoying the 
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cool air of the evening zephyrs ! but now every one 
sought shelter from the burning showers, and no one 
dared to venture out of his abode. 

Between the hours of six and seven in the evening, 
the crater was observed to emit huge pyra1nids of 
smoke and flame, and shorly after the boiling lava 
burst in a torrent from its mouth, and having once 
found vent, continued overflowing, and covering in 
its progress all the country -around, bearing down 
all obstructions, and unimpeded even by the lofty 
hills. The mass of burning sand and ashes that had 
fallen at times during the last three days, had dried 
and withered all the foliage about the mountain, so 
that when the fiery globes of flame burst from the 
crater, it co1nrnunicated to the trees and shrubs, and , 
consumed them with destructive rapidity. 

It was a truly terrifying and overwhelming seen~: -
the majestic Souffriere, in that awful moment, would 
not have been unworthy of Virgil's description of 
Etna: 

" By turns a pitchy cloud she rolls on high ; 
" By turns hot embers from her entrails fly, 
" And flakes of mountain flames that lick the sky! 
" Oft from her bowels massy rocks are thrown, 
" And shivered by the force come piecemeal down ; 
" Oft liquid lakes of burning sulphur flow, 
" Fed from the fiery springs that boil below." 

Dryden' s Virgil. 

· The huge mountain shook from its foundation :. 
and the protracted trembling of the earth was terrific 
in the extreme. It ·was, indeed, a dreadful night! 
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and while the crater continued to· emit smoke and 

flame, and lava and burning ashes from its bowels, 

the mighty elements afforded their assistance to ren

der the scene more awfully and majestically grand. 

The deep thunder rolled in · loud and threatening 

peals, and the brilliant lightning as it passed in 

mom.entary, yet repeated_ flashes, threw a horrid 

wildness over the scene ! rnean while the earth 

groaned, and the people were on the brink of des

pair. So awful and . tremendous was the roaring 

of the giant mountain, that it was heard in several 

of the neighbouring islands, like distant cannon; 

and in Barbados, Grenada, and Tobago1 it was 

mistaken for the guns of an invading enemy, and the 

IDilitia were, in consequence, put under arms. 

The showers of sand, pebbles, and ashes also were 

not confined to the island of St. Vincent alone, they 

even fell in some of the other colonies, and darkened 

the atmosphere to ~uch a degree, that many thought 

it was the approach of the day of judgment. 

. At three o'clock, A . M. on the morning of the first 

of May, a tremendous shower of large stones came 

· rattling down upon the streets and housetops ; there 

was then a general confusion, and every one sought 

a place of refuge from the huge fragments that con

tinued falling. 
Had the weight of the stones been in proportion 

to their size,. there is no doubt but they would have 

crushed the roofs of the houses, and have killed every 

individual on whom they chanced to fall. As it was 

they did much mischief, although only seven deaths 

occurred ; the fact is, they were rendered light, and 
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deprived of their gr,av_ity from,the excessiv.e heat they 
had ,passed through. . . , . 

A few houses : ,were c.onsumed .by flames, and the 
whole isiland was covered with the lava, cinders, and 
other volcanic substances which. the Souffriere had 
emitted fron1 its crater. 

T-he terrific earthquakes, with the tremendous and 
deafening sounds that issued from the bowels of the 
mountain, subsided towards the afternoon, but the 
Souffriere did not cease to be disturbed for a week 
afterwards; and it was not until the 7th of lV[ay that 
its agitation passed off, and gave place to that calm
ness and tranquillity which it has ever since pre
served. 

It is somewhat extraordinary that .a volcanic hill 
in the French col!)ny of_ Martinique" called the Dia
mond Rock, emitted a considerabl.e quantity of ashes 
and-calcined earth. -duri~g the eruptio_a of the Souf
friere. 

The period in which this memorable event took 
place will never be. forgotten by the West Indians. 
St. Vincent still bears the marks of it; and, by the 
layers of petrified lava and hard blac~ volcanic matter 
that still remain in many parts of the soil, it is easy 

· to disting1:1ish that some occurrence of this kind has 
formerly taken place in the ·colony. 

Little real, damage,- however, was caused by the 
eruption, . and many have given it as their opinion, 
that the island_ was rather improved than otherwise 
by. its scattering of ashes. The estates in the neigh
pourhood of the mountain were the chief sufferers. 



IN THE ,vEST INDIES. · 249 

CHAPTER XXX. · 

THE CHARAIB WAR. 

; " The island ·was internally troubled, -during a long period, 
with all the horrors of a civil war." 

I RETURNED. in safety from . the mountain.-A week 
hath passed away .since I went thither; the 
regiment bath embarked. The tran~ports have sailed, 
arid ~ I a1n already acquainted with nearly all the 
officers of the new corps . . .. •; -~ , , . 
-. But thou shalt :hear ·more of this hereafter; now 

I am about to fly .fr•om fire to sword; from the roar
ing of mountain& to the roaring .of cannon; from the 
eruption of the Souffriere, to my narrative of the 
Charaib war. - ._ · t • ,. 

· . · I comm~nced my tale with an account of the 
first ·proceedings -of the . rebels in the windward part 
of the -island; let us no_w turn to the leeward quarter, 

. where they were not Jess active . . c _. r 

Their , first march was . to Chatteaubelair, where 
their force was greatly increased .. by, the numbers -of 
French inhabitants. who joined them in that quarter. 

'fhe French, . nationally and . individually, have ge
nerally shown th.emselves the enemies of the English; 
and it was hardly reasonable to expect from them -a 
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very faithful allegiance ; yet they declared, that they 
were obliged rather than inclined to join the Cha
raibs in their insurrection. Their assertion, however, 
met with little credit, for it was shrewdly, and I be
lieve justly, suspected, that they not only manifested 
their readiness to join the Charaibs, but that they 
were the principal instigators of their revolt. 

The~ army -of rebels having left Chatteaubelair,_ 
proceeded towards Kingstown, either setting fire to 
the estates on the road or seizing them in the name 
of Chatouay, their chief and commander, or some 
other person of consequence in their tribe. 

It appears that they fell in with their companions 
in the wind vvard part of the island on the following 
Friday, when Chatouay took the command of the 
·whole body, consisting of about four hundred and 
sixty persons, including the French and colored 
people, and marched it to Dorsetshire Hill, in the 
fortifying of which, they displayed much activity. 
· With the assistance of the negroes, -~horn they 
had taken, and whom they compelled to work, and 
the oxen, of which they had pillaged the estates, 
they contrived to get two pieces of cannon up the 
hill, which they mounted in a very advantageous 
position, and gave the inhabitants of Kingstown and 
Fort Charlotte no little· alarm for . their capital.
These, in their turn, made every exertion for a brave 
defence, and being j_oined by a ·detachment -from 
Martinique, consisting of one company of the 46th 
regiment, under the command of Captain Campbell, 
commenced operations . . 
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' Major Whytell with this detachment, aided by 
a considerable number of militia troops, and a few 

tnen of the 60th regiment, marched ·with two field

pieces to Sion Hill ; where,, finding that the rebels 

were burning and plundering Greathead Estate, they 

directed a steady fire against them, and soon drove 
the1n to a 1nore respectful distance. 

Straggling parties of the Charaibs were now daily 
advancing near the town, and a few were observed _ · 
on the estates in its immediate vicinity. As they 

concealed themselves in the plantations, it was found 
advisabl~ to burn down aU the canes on the proper
ties near town, that they mig~t not be able to advanGe 
unseen. 

A party of sailors and marines were dispatched to 
join the English force on Sion Hill : they were taken 
from the Zebra, a sloop of war, which arrived in the 
harbour at a very seasonable period. The Roebuck 
coming -in about the same time, and her comffiander 
tendering an offer of his assistance to dislodge the 
rebel force in possession of Dorsetshire Hill, his 
Excellency, the Governor, deemed it expedient to 
make an immediate attack on that post ; ·for it could 
be no longer doubted that the Charaibs were in 

possession of cannon ; and as their post commanded 
Sion Hill, it was by no meanS expedient that they 

should be allowed to retain it. 
Accordingly the party destined to make the as

sault were -ordered to assemble before Hartley's 

house, at the hour of n~idnight. It consisted of a 
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ntjmber· of , seamen. and, marines from , his Majesty's 
ships, Roebuck .and ·zebra,, and a . party of sailors 
from the merchant vessels, headed by Lieutenants Hill 
and Groves, parties o( militia and _ armed slaves 
under Major: Whyte,IL ,and. Captain Campbell, also a 
company of the .:46,th regiment. The united force 
was placed under . the , direction of the commander of 
the Zebra, and; commenced its march a quarter of an 
hour after midnight. 

· The troops :proceeded on their way in solemn 
silence; · and .in ·a short time .had nearly reached the 
principal post nf the enemy, when .they were dis
covered by the sentinel, who . immediately gave the 
alarm. 
· The Charaibs direc.tly commenced a sharp fire of 
musketry, which the English did not return till they 
arrived within twenty yards .-of the enen1y, when they 
fired and charged with the bayonet. 

The Craptain .of the Zebra, and Lieutenant Hill, 
with their seamen, were the .first on the bank, which 
the other commanders mounted in another quarter. 

After· a sho:rt defence, the -Charaibs retreated, 
being entirely· routed ; -although their escape was 
greatly favored by the night. 

"Marty who- sought. shelter in the barracks were 
put to the ·~word; , and Chatouay, their chief, was 
killed, with a few more .Charaibs and French inha ... 
bitants. 

On the side of the English there were five killed, 
and the same ~number wounded. 
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The enemy left ·behind them two pieces _of c~nnon; 

and at the break of day, were see~ ·retreating with the 
utmost speed towards their -own quarter of_ the island .. 

As Dorsetsliire Hill, on account · of its e~tent, was 

untenable, our party left .it on the following .. day, 

and resumed their station at Sion Hill, . where they 

carried one of the enemy's pieces of cannon, and left 
the other spiked. 

They next dispatched armed negroes in · pursuit 

of the Charaibs ; who . after having dispersed them 

with success, returned with a few heads and pri

soners to the town, which was now, .comparatively 

speaking, in a state of safety~ .. 
It could ·not, however, be said that the enemy "' , 

·were either entirely subdued, or even less ~ctive in 
their operations. The detachment of mi1~tia, under 
Colonel Gordon, stationed at Chatteaubetair, effec

tually protected the plantations in the immediate 
vicinity of that quarter; yet the Charaibs contrived 
to set fire to several of the more distant estates ; and 

numerous pa~ties continued to appear . in . the wind
Ward part of the island, burning ihe properties, plun

dering and butchering the negroes in the most bar

barous manner, and committing the most horrid 

atrocities, when ever they found an opportunity.

The mills and sugar works of the estates of Sir Wo 
Young, Mr. Greathead, Mr. Ross, and 1several others, 

also a great part of the town of . Calliaqua, were 

fired by the rebels and entirely consumed. They 

likewise made a point of slaughtering all the unarmed 

slaves who fell into their hands. 
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Kingstown and Fort Charlotte were -now rendei·ed 

_ perfectly secure by the arrival of the 42d regiment; 
in two· government transports under convoy. At ~he 
sarne time, a Liverpool ship arrived at Calliaqua; 
and nine of the crew were landed · to a void being 
impressed by the rnen of war. A large party of 
Charaibs observing the sailors in Greathead's Bay, 
surrounded and took them prisoners. A small de
tachment, from Sion Hill, .was sent to their assist
ance; but, unhappily, failed in the rescue. 

To prevent a repetition of such an occurrence, as 
well as to cut off supplies from the enemy, forces 
were despatched at midnight, to take possession of 
Calliaqua. They consisted of a party of grenadiers 
and light infantry under Captains -I-fall and Camp~
bell, with a few men of the 60th regiment headed 
by Lieutenant Farquason. 

After a sharp action, they succeeded in dislodging 
the enemy, ·who made great resistance, and in taking 
possession of the several posts; they also recovered 
the nine sailors, whom the Charaibs had not yet 
destroyed. 

The Charaibs left behind them twenty killed ; al
though, from their practice of bearing their dead 

. ~ 

from the field, it was impossible to ascertain the 
exact number destroyed in the action. The English· 
party also lost a few men: Whilst they were in 
possession of the Charaib camp, the son of Chatouay 
·was taken prisoner and butchered _by the negroes. 

In the n1eanwhile, Reader, a sheep hath been 
butchered in the n1arket-place, and a prime leg 
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thereof hath been superbly cooked for your poor 
book-maker; and Lieutenant S-- of the engineers, 
hath promised to dine with me tete a tete,-so I 
will leave thee for a while; to eat my dinner, and 
listen to my worthy guest's account of his last trip 
in the Tropics. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

DOMINICA. 

" We next morning found ourselves under the lee of the high 
" land of Dominica; and by midday were at anchor in the road 
" of Roseau, the chief town .of the island, one whi~h at this period 
" was rich and flourishing, possessing great beauty of situation, 
" but considered, as was the island, one of the most unhealthful 
" in the West lndies."-Sketches and Recollections of the West 
Indies, by a Resident. 

SCENE.-The hall of a West Indian dwelling-house, 
a small dining-table in its centre, Lieutenant S--
of the Royal Engineers, and the Author reclining· 
on a sofa. 

Enter Mat with the dinner.-Mat rings the bell, and 
the gentlemen take their seats at the dinner-table. 

Author. ALLO"\V me to send you a little turtle soup. 
Lieut. S. By all means. Turtle is the soul of a 

West Indian dining-table. 
Author. You say well; yet it is nothing without 

the punch. Turtle without punch is like roast beef 
without mustard, very bad for the digestion. 

Mat [aside]. Begar, my massa one pig self. If 
·eber he marry, he go lobe e belly better dan e wife. 

Lieut. S. Granted; yet good punch is not al ways 
to be got. On my trip in T--'s little schooner we 
had the vilest stuff imaginable. Some _of our poets 
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talk of " the bowel-racking pains of emptiness."

Egad, you have no idea of the bowel-racking pains 
of bad punch. 

Author. A propos of that trip of you-rs; where 

have you been to? What have_ you seen? Let me 
hear something of your peregrinations. . . 

Mat [aside]. Me bin tink dat long word mean fire

flies . 

. Lieut. S. I have been to Martinique, Dominica, 

and Montserrat, and seen, I b_elieve, .. all that was 

worth seeing in those places. In the latter island 

my serva:nt was careless enoiJgh to leave my port
manteau ; but those black fellows are all scamps . 

.Mat [aside] .. He be dam. 
A'lf;thor. That's true enough; but how did you find 

Dominica, they tell _me it is a dirty hole? 
Lieut. S. So it is; and I was glad to get out of it. 

It is a great pity that so beautiful an island should 
· be so unhealthy, for the scenery is really delightful. 
The 1nountains and valleys are. of a different character 
from those of this island ;· and I hardly know whether 

to give tlie preference -to the cane fields· that floui'ish 

here, or to the coffee plantations that cover the hills 

of Dominica. 
Author. I am told-the troops die off very fast there. 

Lieut. S . . They do; . and· not only· the troops, but 
also the inhabitants of the town. The fact is, the 

valleys are exceedingly deep and marshy, and not 
being well drained, are probably the chief cause of 

the prevai1ing sickness. -
Author. flow do you like this Madeira? 

.s 
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Lieut. S. I think it excellent. 
Mat [aside]. Ah ! ah ! you like all buckra den : -

you lobe good wine. 
Lieut. S. I staid a month at Roseau, which ·is the 

capital of Dominica, and partook of some pleasant 
dinners given by the hospitable inhabitants. When -
I came away I had a present of two dozen of just 
such wine as this. 

Author. A right con1fortable gift, by my faith, and 
very considerate of the donor ; but what sc~~t of town 
is , ·Roseau, how is it defended, what does it contain l 
do tell me, for I have always a desire to hear of what 
I cannot see. This spirit of curiosity is the only 
feminine part of my character, and I imbibed it from 
my aunt Josephine . 

Mat [aside]. Massa aunte, dead long ago, yet he 
trouble her in e grave self. 

Lieut. S. Nay, theri, if you will have a description, 
I will endeavour to give one as prosy, particu1ar, and 
precise, as the long stories of our friend C .. 

Author~ He bien ! commencez done. 
Lieut. S. Roseau, from the -sea, appeared a very 

dirty town, and by no means inviting to a stranger~ 
However, when I landed, I found it better · than :it 

" looked ; the streets· were long and well paved, the 
houses low, and well shingled. Its n1arket-p1ace is 
moderately large, -and the town itself,. considering 
there are women among its-inhabitants, is more than 

I ' 

moderately silent. 
Mat [aside]. He, he, he ! dat no· lie ; · all womei1 

lobe talke. 
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• . Author. Have they a tolerable church ? 
Lieut. S. Yes; their church has a very good look ... . 

ing exterior ; but it is by no means well attended, for 

there are few protestants in Dominica. 

Author. What, then, is the prevailing religion? 

Lieut. S. The majority of the population are 

catholics ; but there are also a considerable number 

of methodists, . and their influence is greatly on the 
. 
increase . . 

Author. The garrison, I think, is called-

Lieut. S. Morne Bruce. This is a rocky hill, 

which rises to a considerable height above .the ·town . 

The barracks erected near it are by no means good; 

the officers are sadly cramped in their little quarters; 

· and rny friend 0-- could not give me house-room, 

so that I was obliged to put up in town~ 

Author. You have-said well of the wine at Roseau; 

how are they off for water ? 
Lieut. S. They have enough, and to spare; a river 

runs close to the town; and indeed the ~hole country 

is -well supplied ·with this necessary commodity. I 

know no island in the Antilles better ,vatered than 

Dominica. Nevertheless the inhabitants of Roseau 

are too idle to bring · it into the town, although the 

river is so close. 
Author. Is Morne Bruce the only fort in the 

;neighbourhood of Town? 
Lieut. S. No; · there is Morne,Daniel beyond the 

river, M·elville'·s Battery, and Scotsman's Head, also 

Fort Young, which commands the harbour. · 

Author. A propos of the harbour : is there much 
s 2 
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shipping in the bay, and does the sugar trade thrive 

well? · 
Mat [aside]. Ah, ah ! massa lobe sugar; he make 

he sangaree like syrrup self. 

Lieut . . S. Of the sugar trade I really know no

thing; but I suppose -it is much the same as at the 
other islands. I v·isited several estates, and al.so one 

or two extensive coffee plantations. But there were 

not many square rigged vessels in the harbour while 

I was staying at Roseau ; ·sloops and sc:1ooners were 

n1ore common. 
Author. Are there many fine buildings at Do

-minica? 
Lieut. S. There is a passable court-house, and also 

a tolerable residence for the· Governor; but the pre

sent state of Roseau is not to be compared to what 
it was before- the memorable fire of ·1so5, which 

nearly consumed it. About the same time it was 
taken and plundered by the French, and the .English 

forces were obliged to · retire to Prince Rupert's, -a 
garrison in another part of the island! The colony 
of Domiriica has been often the ;seat of war, and 
actions of no small consequence have been fought in 
its attack and. defence. Like ·the -other islands, it 
has been sometimes disturbed by insurrections of tlie 

slaves. It has also suffered from hurricanes; and 
earthquakes have been frequently experienced, though 
of no material i111poitance. 

· Autho!,,· Are there many natural curiosities that 
distinguish Dominica from the-other colonies? 

Lieut. S. No, I cannot . sa:y there . are. The most 
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remarkable thing in the island is a very fine lake, a 

considerable height above ihe 1evel of the sea . . There 

are a few hot springs in the country, and the whole 

soil appears more or 1ess volcanic; indeed there are 

many remains of ancient craters to be found, in 
which there are vast quantities of burning sand. 

Among the live animals there are snakes, crabs, and 

crapauds in myriads, but the former are not veno

mous, and the two latt_er, when nicely -dressed, are 

not ~nworthy to be called luxuries. 

Author. Did you ride muCh about the count_ry 

during your stay in the island ? . 
Lieut. S.-· No, I did not, the roads are not very 

good ; besides which, you know I hate exertion, .-_ 

Author.. Then, I suppose, there are not many car,. 
riages in the to·wne 

Lieut. S. No, there are _ very few ; and Jn deed 
there is not much · society. There was Some lack of 

ladies, and after living in Barbados I c~uld-not bear 

that. . If the Worthy inhabitants h·ad not been very 

hospitable, I s·hould ·soon have been tired of the place: 
as it was I was not sorry when I left ; and when I 

embarked again on board T--'s schooner, I w·el
comed the balmy breeze that sprung up in our favor, 

and carried us at the rate of six knots an hou.r toward 

the island of Montserrat. 

Author. Well, I .do not think your account wiH 

tempt me to Dominica. I prefer taking my bath in 

the morning, and my ride in the evening, in a more 
healthy island. Mat, take away the dinner. 

Mat. Yes, massa. 



262 fOUR YEARS' RESIDENCE 

Lieut. S. And now·, Bayley, you must not ,forget _ 
your promise to excuse me as soon as we had dined. 
Your dinner was excellent; . and, I have no doubt, 
your dessert ·will be as good : I should be glad to 
share it with you ; but you know I must keep my 
engagement with the colonel. 

Author. With the colonel! very good, ha! say 
rather with some fair creole in the neighbourhood of 
thy comfortable quarters on the hill. However, if 
you must go, you must ; and so farewell. Only pro
mise me a peep at the memorandums you made of 
your trip to Montserrat and Martinique. 

Lieut. S. You shall have them to-morrow, and 
may keep them as long as you like. I hope you will -
be able to turn them to account. And now, Adieu 
. ' . Jusqu au revoir. 

Exit Lieut. S-- followed by Mat; the Author 
leaves the dinner table, and throwing hinzself on 
the sofa, falls into a sound sleep : when the 
scene closes, and the curtain drops. 
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CHAPTER ·XXXIL 

MARTINIQUE. 

'' We were enabled to go on shore for aff hour or· two, and 
' ' were much pleased .with what we saw of this really beautiful 
'" town."-Sketches and Recollections of the West Indies. 

Mv friend kept his word. On the following day, 
shortly after I had breakfasted, Mat brought a browµ

-· paper parcel from Lieutenant S-- I have the 
. greatest objection to open a brown-paper parcel, 
because it was in such a . one that I, som,e time 
back, received the melancholy intelligence· of the 
death of a very. old uncle, who had lived and · died 
what is called a rich gentleman farmer: yet, reader, 
do not mistake the purity of my grief. I would 

· not have you infer that I was inconsolable at his 
death; on the contrary, I consider it quite natural 
for old uncles to die. It was the poor man's legacy 
that stung me to the soul. W 0uld you believe it, 
he left me, instead of the thousand and one sterling., 
which I expected at his decease, five water-spaniels, 
a young greyhound and terrier, a fowling-piece, a 
fishing-fod, ' Walton's Angler,' knowing I was fond 

, of books, and two years' file of the ' Sporting Calen
dar It' Hence arose my objection to a brown-paper 
parcel. 



264 FOUR YEARS ' RESIDENCE 

On opening the -package of my friend Lieut. S-
I was therefore agreeably surprised to find a very neat 
journal of his late trip to Martinique and Montserrat, 
accompanied by very lively and witty remarks on the 
several scenes he had visited. 

I did not forget his permission to turn them to 
some account: and after considerable trouble ( ob
serve I never grudge trouble to benefit my readers), 
I managed, by extracting som·e passages .· and altering 
others, to complete something like an account of one 
of these islands . 

. It appears, from my friend's journal, that T--'s 
schoorier made Mar;tinique before she · sailed for 
Dominica and Montserrat. As an engineer it is not 

·surprising . that he should have given a~description of 
so remarkable a fortress as the Diamond Rock. 

Martinique was not always in possession of the 
French ; and the memorable capturff and defence .of 
the Diamond, when under the charge of Captain -
Maurice of the I).avy, ought- never to be fo.rgotten by 
his countrymen. 
. This rock is some distance from the mainland, and 
several hundred feet above the sea. It has many 
cavities, and · here and ther-e a ridge towards · the 
summit, on which the English succeeded in mounting 
s·everal large pieces of cannon. 
· Their defence of the rock, in the month 9f June, 
1805, was conducted with the usual gallantry of 
British sailors. Their firing did great execution 
among the enemy ; and it was not until reduce~ to 
th~ utmost extremity, fron1 want of water and amu-
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nition, that the little garrison could be brought to 
surrender to the whole French squadron, besieging 

thern, consisting of two seventy-fours, a forty-gun 
frigate, a · brig, a schooner, and eleven . gun-boats; 
and there is no doubt but that they would have held 
out even against this force, could any means _ have 
been found -of supplying them with water and pro- -
visions. - As it was, their terms of capitulation were 
most honorable, and reflect the highest honor on 
the character and conduct of Captain Maurice. -

Martinique is, perhaps, one of the finest colonies 
in the West Indies.-So .says Lieutena~t S _ ; 
and I will give the rest of his description . in his 
own words: 

" The scenery of this little -island is beautiful, 
" and the town by no means unworthy of it. The 
" great houses of the estates, as we cruised along the 
,_,. coast, appeared to me more like the country seats 

" ·-0f -our English ·gentlemen than _ any others I had 
,,, seen in the West Indies. I was much disappointed 

"at not .g~tting a .peep at . Fort Royal~ Harbour; 
" which I had heard so rnuch of. We passed it. in 
" the night ; and it was with . great difficulty that 
"· I c.ould distinguish La Ramire through ~ · night 
" telescope, .and one or two large vessels, that ap
f ' .peared~ like men of war. 

" -About ten o'cloqk, A. M. on the following day, 

" our little schooner made the capital, and glided 
" gently into the harbour of .St. Pierre. She was 
" immediately visited by sundry . people from the 
" shore, and a boat from the frigate that was lying in 
' the _Bay~ There was · also a .little armed schooner, 
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" which, I .suppose, was a tender to the frigate. 
" The rest of the shipping consisted of a few French 
" merchant vessels and small craft, with one or two 
" little sloops from the English and Dutch colonies. 

" At midday we landed; and I ·was not a little 
" delighted with the town of St. Pierre. Really it 
-" is a beautiful place-perfectly European ; and I 
·" know no town in our colonies to be compared with 
,, it. 

" Towards evening I made n1y ' tour de la ville,' 
" and found the streets neat, regular, and cleanly, . 
" the . houses good, lofty, and substantial, generally 
" built of stone, and, from their European aspect, 
" might lead a stranger to infer that the colonists 
" had taken some of the minor cities of France as a 

'' model for their own. 
" In some streets I saw an avenue of trees that 

" greatly shaded the footpath ; and I also noticed 
" deepish gutters, with the water _flowing through 
" them. After a short stroll I went back to my 
" hotel ; there I found my dinner, which my hostess, 
" · I forget her name, had so impregnated with garlic, 
" that I could hardly manage to eat it; and it was 
" with the greatest difficulty that I persuaded her 
-" to omit that detestable ingredient in the future 
" preparation of my meals. She never liked me 
" afterwards ; and the sprightly smile with which 
" she greeted 1ny first arrival relapsed into a sulky 
" frown. I hate a . woman in the sulks. Poets talk 
" of pouting lips-pouting devils, I say-I can't 
''" imagine what · people can find agr.eeable in a pout. 

· " I went early to bed, and slept ·well in my new 
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" abode. The next morning I paid a visit to the 

'' churches. There are two in St. Pierre; both of 
·" them v·ery good, and well fitted up. As the co

" lony is French, of course the religion is catholic. 
" From the church I repaired to the Botanic gar

" . den. It is not so extensive as the garden of St. 
" Vincent ; nevertheless, it is in a flourishing and 
~, daily improving state. 

" On my return from the garden I determined to 

" go shopping, as I had many commissions from my 
·" friends in St. Vincent. I was much pleased with 

" my excursion; the shops in St. Pierre are really 
" shops, and not stores, as in the English colonies. 

" The things were all arranged in a tasty and 
" frenchified m·anner, ' comme a Paris;' and there 

" was a separate _ boutique for the various articles 
" on sale. Every one sold something, but not every 
" thing; and I could not, as in St. Vincent, buy a 
" hat, a ham, and a yard of ribbon in one and the 

" same store. 
'·' I bought some beautiful gloves of French kid, 

" · at a very low price, for one or two . ,of my fair 

" friends, and many other things, which I knew it 

" was impossible to procure good elsewhere. 
"Champagne, noyau, annisette, and creme de Chili 

'' were among the drinkables, with a few light French 
" win~s ; I also purchased oil, eau de Cologne, eau 
~, de vie, ' bon bons,'_ sweetmeats, and many articles 

' of dress. The large Leghorn hats of Martinique 

" are superb, I got ·one for six dollars, which I 
· ~ thought very cheap. Ladies' bonnets, jewellery, 
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'' and other decorations for the fair sex are plentiful 
" .and tasty. . Books may also · be bought here; I 
" saw several book shops in St. Pierre, which suffi
" ciently prove that the inhabitants do sometimes read. 

" In the evening I went to the theatre, which is 
'~ a very tolerable _ one, and infin_itely superior to ·any 
" I had seen in the English colonies : the · actors 
" went through a little comic performance with a 
" taste and spirit that far exceeded my expectations. 

" T·he French must be amused, and their colonists 
" are not like our English people, al ways· going back
"-ward and forward, to · and from the-mother country~ 
~' France only was, but Martinique is ·the home of 
" its inaabitants, and they are attached to it as such. 
" The people of this colony have their friend$ and 
" relatives about. thern, and it is only the merchants 
'-' who require to ·carry on a -regular correspondence 
" with France; the people told me that they had no 
" pacquets, and that all their letters were sent and 
" received by the merchant ships. 

·" While I was i~ Martinique I saw two Charaibs, 
" who came to St. Pierre, and heard that a few of 
" that -tribe were still rem•~ining in the country. . 

" It is shrewdly suspect~d by a few, though with 
" what Justice I will not .pretend to say, that even 
" now supplies of negroes are sometimes smuggl~d 
" from the co~st of Afri~a to this Island.-

' 

" I was so charmed yVith Martinique and it~ 
" beautifu] little town, that it was with no small 
" regret that I heard T _ had settled his corn
" mercial matters, and was ready to make sail for 
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" Dominica and Montserrat. The next morning, 

" however, I went on board his schooner, and, a fine 
" breeze springing up, l bade adieu to this fair and 
" lovely island, fully determined to visit it again as 
" soon as I should have an opportunity." · 

Reader, here endeth my friend's journal, from 
what cause I wis not. I confess myself disappointed, 
for I thought it had extended to the Island of Mont
serrat ; -but I suppose, either that my friend did not 
think the said island worthy of notice, or that he 
had not perseverance to describe iL 



270 ' F'OUR YEARS RESIDENCE 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE CHARAIB WAR. 

· " The island was internally troubled, during a long-period, 
" with all the horrors of a civil war.'' . 

THE reader will recollect that I left off my narrative 
of the Charaib war, at the time when the English had 
dislodged the enemy, taken possession of Calliaqua, 
and entrenched themselves on the surrounding heights. 
Their next step was to dispatch Lieutenant Colonel 
Seton with a detachment of troops, and a few seamen 
under Lieutenant Grove of the Roebuck, to attack 
the Charaibs in the noTth of the island, who were 
committing their ravages under the command of 
Duvalle, who had been their <;hief since the d_eath of 
Chatouay. 

The troops sent on this expedition proceeded by 
sea, and having contrived to land, succeeded in 
routing the enemy, and in taking fourteen of their 
canoes, besides doing much mischief to the houses in 
their settlen1ent. 

The French shortly afterwards, by a timely rein
forcement, -enabled the Charaibs to take possession 
of and fortify the Vigie,_ and moreover to send nearly 
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a thousand of their best troops to attack the English 

entrenchments above Calliaqua-. 

Before the attack commenced, a French officer was 

twice sent to summon the British comffiander to 

surrender& The British commander was not in ·a . 

surrendering humour-Briti.sh commanders seldom · 

are ; so he told the French officer to go · his way--· 

not in peace, but in war--f or the -English intended 

to fight and not to yield. The ,Alarm frigate coming 

in soon after, with her red-hot shot and her dauntless 

seamen, helped the gallant captain to keep his ·w·ord 

and repulse the enemy. _ 
The · latter next attacked Dorsetshire ·•Hill, which 

they succeeded in taking from the English ; it was, 

ho-wever, immediately recovered by the' British troops 

.sent from Berkshire Hill, under Majors Seton and 

Whytell, and Captain Forster, who succ;eeded -in · 
routing the enemy, after an action that lasted nearly 

two hours. The Charaibs left forty-eight killed, and 

five prisoners behind them. 

They were, however, in possession of the Vigie, a 

very advant~geous post; this they continued to 

strengthen by fortifications, which they are said to 

have barricaded with sugar hogsheads filled with 

.sand. · Their main force was stationed on this hill; 

and on two s-maller eminences, at no great distance, 

were posted their first redoubt and their advanced 

guard. 
. The British troops, under the command of Colonel 

Leighton, proCeeded to attack them, and for that 

purpose · divided into four separate corps. In this 
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order they advanced from Warawarow River, an'd 
after defeati!lg the redoubt · and advanced guard, 
assailed the Charaibs, who had retired within their 
works, with shot and shell from two pieces of cannon 
and a n1ortar. 

Finding themselves much annoyed, they sounded 
· a parley; and whilst their' messenger was pretending 
to treat with Colonel Leighton, they endeavoured to 
escape from their post. They were, however, dis
covered by the English, and charged in fine style . . 
They did not escape without leaving their post 
covered with dead and dying comrades. 

Vigie being taken, Colonel Leighton having left 
it garrisoned, proceeded to Mount Young, where he 
encamped; and dispatched ·some troops to the assist
ance of Major Ecuyer in his attack upon Owia. The 
major took Owia; and the enemy, by an unexpected 
movement, passed over the 1nountains, and retired to 
Morne Ronde. 

Colonel Provost, who commanded · in that quarter, 
sent Lieutenant Moore -with a detachment . to attack 
the Charaibs ; but the lieutenant was killed, and his 
party put to flight. Shortly after they were again 
assailed by Colonel Leighton, who had been -recalled 
from Mount Young, and who having taken up hi$ 
position on the heights, in their rear, annoyed them 
so effectually with his cannon, that they thought 
proper to retreat in the night. 

The Charaibs, however, returned · to Morne Ronde 
two days afterwards, and took up their position -0n a 
p.ass · that commanded· their camp ; and, being on a 
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. narrow .forest ridge, was the most advantageous point 
for making an effectual resistance. 
. Against this point, however, the English directed 
their attack ; and, after a sharp and spirited action, 
which lasted an · hour, they succeeded in dislodgi~g 
the rebels, who retreated, in . consternation, to the 
woods, leaving behind them sixteen killed, and twenty 
priso~ers, amongst whom was their chief and his 
aide-de-camp. They also left their camp and colours· 
in possession of the English, with a fieldpiece and 
mortar, besides a small quantity of ammunition, and 
a few muskets, which they dropped in their flight. · 
. A few days previous to this action a party of two 
hundred Charaibs had left the rnain body, and passed 
over the W allilabo ~Heights, into their o-yvn country ; 
burning, in their progress, the works and residence 

· ?f Mr. Hamilton and Dr. Tait, and murdering ano-
ther gentleman who fell into their hands . . _ 

Our troops, in taking Morne . Ronde, had got pos
. session of on~ of the strongest posts in the island. 

It would have been impossible tq. assail .it by any 
other route _than the Souffriere mountain ; . and even 
by that way it would have been a matter of great 
difficulty, . if the rebels had · not previously shaped 
out a path for some purpose of their own. Morne 
Ronde was a position of geat consequence to . the 
enemy; as it enabled them to procure supplies from 

the Island of St. Lucia. .. 
, · The-cruelties -of the infuriated and barbarous sa-

yages, -to all Who fell in their hands, were of the 
most horrid ~nd .atrocious .nature; and it reflects the 

T 
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highest disgrace on all the French officers who 
joined, and, in many _instances, commanded· the Cha

raibs, that they had not prevented, or at least endea
voured to alleviate the sufferings 9f the unfortunate 
prisoners. How the people of any civilised nation 
could reconcile to their 1ninds the office of witnessing, 
with unconcern, the diabolical tortures inflicted by 
a set of barbarians on the persons of Europeans, 
however much their ep.emies, I know not. It must 

, 

have been revolting to humanity to behold an inno-
cent and unconscious infant 1nurdered at the breast 
of . its lovely and affectionate mother when receiving 
from her its natural support, to behold savages pre
senting to a wife the head of her slaughtered hus~ 
band, with a fiendish grin of mockery and triumph. 

Such1 and nu1nerous other actions of the same 
nature, -were the atrocities of the Charaibs : their 
prisoners were always murdered; and a few men of 
the windward militia, whom they contrived to inter
cept, were put to death, by having their wrists · and 
ankles severed by many blows from a blunt cutlass, 
and the infliction of other wounds on their bodies 
with the same weapon. 

But to return to our_ narrative, Major Ecuyer, in 
obedience to the orders of General Meyers, who had 
now succeeded to the command of the -British forces 
in th~ colony, co.mmenced his march from Owia to 
Mount Young; but, finding it impracticable, was 
obliged to return to his former position, where his 
detachment was surp-rised and cut to pieces by six 
hundred ~;>f the enemy ; only a few ,escaped. 
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' ·whilst the Charaibs were in . possession of Owia 

they took advantage· of their position, to 'procure 

from St. Lucia those troops and supplies which the 

French were al ways willing to grant ; and, in a short 

time, reinforced with a body of five hundred French 

soldiers, ·they made their appearance in Marriaqua 

Valley, and, on the 23d of September, to0k possession 

of Fairbain's Ridge, by which movement theJ de

prived the British troops under Colonel Leighton, 

who had withdrawn from Mount Young to Sion Hill, 

of any co111munication with their friends at the Vigie, 

who were without a supply of provisions. . 
Colonel Ritchie and ·captain Forster were · sent 

with an escort of troops to endeavour to furn_ish them 

with these necessaries. · On their way they were 

attacked by -a party of -Charaibs, whom they would 

have defeated had not the troops fled at the very 

point of victory, when commanded to charge the 
assailantso No cause is assigned for this sudden 

, panic, which enabled the enemy to take possession 
of all the provisions_ destined for the English garrison 

at -the Vigie. . They also made great slaughter among 

the men: those who escaped took refuge in Fort 

Duvernetteo 
It now became of_ the highest importance to send 

dispatches to the Vigie, with orders to the com

manding officer of the garrison to withdraw from that 

post ; and, in consequence of a reward of twenty-eight 

joes to a freeman, and of liberty to any slave who 

would undertake to be the bearer of such dispatches, 

Tamaun, a . black negro, engaged · to- perform the 
T 2 
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service, and, after a very narrow escape, succeeded 
-in his purpose. The commanding officer re_ceived 
his papers, abandoned the Vigie in consequence, 
and conducted his garrison · in safety to Fort Duver

nette. 
The enemy took post on the Vigie-on its desertion 

by the English, and collected all their out-posts to 

strengthen their position. 
. At this period the English received a powerful 
reinforcement by the arrival of transports un~er 
convoy, with the · 40th, 54th, and 59th regi1nents of 
the line ; and troops were, therefore, i1nmediately 
sent to take possession of the heights around the 
Vigie, in order ~o enable them to attack the enemy's 
post. 

The Generals Irving and Meyers marched a thou
sand men to Warawarow Valley, and ascended Fair
bain'~ Ridge; Lieutenant Colonel Strutt, with seven 
hundred and fifty, took the Calder Heights, vvhile the 
eminences to westward of the Vigie were gained by 
Captain Boland, w_ith three hundred and fifty men 
of the 40th regiment. The Vigie Ridge was the next 
point .to be gained, and the two generals dispatched 
Major M'Cleod on that service. He gaJlantly per
severed in endeavouring to effect his purpose, under 
a heavy fire of musketry ; he failed, however, and 
lost a hundred men in the attempt. 
· Fearful of a second attac;k from a larger force, the 
Charaibs abandoned the Vigie in the night, and 
withdrew to Mount Young and Mount William, 
where they fortified and entrenched themselves. ln 
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the meanwhile their old post was taken possession of 

by a drunken man, who had lost his way in the dark, 

and who, finding the important position he had 

gained, refused to deliver it up to the English troops 

under Lieutenant Kelly, who came to take it, until 

the said lieutenant had given him a receipt for the 

sa1ne. 

About this time -General Irvine was succeeded in 

the command by General Stewart, under whose di

rection the war continued. 

The English having taken up their position on 

·Forbes Ridge, were attacked by the enemy at three 

different places. They made a gallant, but ineffectual 

"resistance ; and were obliged to retreat to Biabou, 

where they were joined by Colonel Fuller, with two _ -

hundred men of the 40th regiinent; and, having dis

persed the enemy, marched to the heights about the 

Vigie. Their total loss in killed, wounded, and 

missing, amounted to · three hundred and sixty three~ 

General Hunter now arrived from Martinique, and 

withdrew the British forces to the heights in the 

vicinity _of Kingstown. 
· The Charaibs took possession of Dubois Ridge, 

where they mounted a small fieldpiece and mortar, 

and in the night discharged a volley of shot -3.nd 

shells, which coming from unpractised marksmen, 

were entirely ineffectual. 

In the morning a detachment of the enemy, who 

had. attacked BoWwood· House, and committed much 

barbarity on its inhabitants, were assailed . by Major 

Jackson; with a party of rangers ; and, on that 



,I 

278 ' FOUR YEARS RESIDENCE 

gentle1nan being . seconded by Major Fraser, with 
another party, were routed and fled, leaving Bow
'\'Vood House in flan1es. 

At Miller's Redoubt another party of the Charaibs 
·were defeated . by lVIajor M'Cleod; and, in the pre
cipitancy of their flight, . left behind them 1nany of 
their muskets and cartouche boxes. On this _ridge 
the English 1nounted a long six-pounder, which they 
directed against the enemy's position, and soon forced 
them to retire to the Vigie. Here they rerp.ained 
until the arrival of Sir Ralph Abercrornbie, on the · 
8th of June, when they were enclosed and besieged 
in their position by the British forces, stationed 
around the height;, on every side, and consisting of 
near four thousand strong. 

The French found it beyond their power to resist 
the strong force and active measures now brought 
against then1. They, therefore, surrendered them
selves to General Abercrombie; and four hundred 
and sixty fine men marched out of their garrison, 
with all the horrors of war, and ·were sent on board 
the British ships, leaving the Charaibs to fight their 
own battles. 

Deprived of the French assistance, diminished in 
force, reduced in numbers, fatigu·ed with the length 
of the war, and finding their enemies more powerful 
than everl the Charaibs could do little more; and, 
after one or two skirmishes of slight importance, and 
a treache~~ous attempt to deceive the English, which -
proved unsuccessful, they were totally subdued. 

Qn the 4th of July seven hundred and twenty-five 
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brigands, and four thou~d six hundred and thirty
three Charaibs, men, wo1nen, and children, surren

dered to the British troops, and ·were immediately 

sent out · of the colony to the island of Baliseau, 

one of the Grenadines, whence they were shortly 
after transported to the Island of Rattan, in the Bay 

of Hondurase 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

PAST AND PRESENT STATE OF THE CHARAIBS. 

--- " Since I saw you last, 
" There is a change upon you." 

Shakespeare. 

THE English were excessively glad of the conclusion 
of the long and troublesome Charaib war ; and I am 
not less pleased at the conclusion of my narrative, 
which to me hath been equally long and troublesome. 

. -
If it be disagreeable to hear, · it is still more so to 
write of barbarities; and of a verity, the Charaibs 
were not idle in their execution. I could relate 
atrocities that would make my reader's " blood run 
cold ;" but, as I know that to be a very unpleasant 
sensation, I shall forbear. The island of St. Vincent 
was certain I y the scene of war more than of insur
rection, for at that time the Charaibs were a nume
rous a:nd warlike race, and the powerful assistance 
they received from the French rendered them no des
picable enemies. The· mere fact of their maintaining 
a war, from 1794 to 1796, against the whole English 
force, commande~ by an experienced general, suf
ficiently proves that theirs was not the mere insur
rection of a handful of rebels, that might be quelled, 
like many others, in a single week by . .active and 
decisive operations. 
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A brief history of what the Charaibs were, and a 
short comparison of their ancient, · with their present 
state, manners, and customs, will, I am convinced, 
be interesting to the readero 

Many and various have been the traditions harided . 
down to us respecting the original Charaibs found 
in the West India islands by the first ·settlers. All 
writers, however, agree that there were two races of 
people in these islands, who differed in color, one 
being black and the other red. In the .island of St. 
Vincent immense numbers of both classes were found 
by the French, who went thither under pretence of 
assisting the black Charaibs agai~st the red, . with · 

_ whom they were at · war. · Of the· different traditions 
that pretend to account for the appearance of the 
black Charaibs, I am -inclined to give most credit to 
that Which asserts, that. a merchant vessel from 
Africa, with a cargo of negroes, was wrecked on the 
coast, and that those who swam on shore were re
ceived by the red Charaibs with marks of kindness, 
and suffered to dwell among them as their own 
brethren. 

If this account be true, the - red people are the 
original Charaibs, and · the blacks are only to be 
regarded, like the French or English inhabitants of 
St. Vincent, in the light of settlers. This supposition 

. is also rendered more probable, by the very marked 
distinction between the two races. The manners and 
customs, . the characters and dispositions, the ideas 
and propensities of the blacks differed in every res
pect from those of the red inhabitants ; and the 
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diminutive stature and small features of the latter 
were in direct contradiction to the tall, stout, and 
hardy race, with who1n they were continually at war, 
until they found it necessary to unite their forces 
against their common enemies, the French. 

The Blacks are now exterminated in St. Vincent, 
and the original inhabitants, the red Charaibs, are 
reduced to a very small number. A vast change in 
the race has been effected since the island has been in 
the possession of Europeans. 

Little doubt exists of the original Charaibs having 
been Cannibals, and maintained the barbarous prac
tice of devouring their enemies. They were, also, a 
very warlike race, which is sufficiently proved by the 
obstinate battles.between them and their early enemies, 
the Blacks ; and, in later times, by their 1nany en
gagements with the French and English forces, in · 
their atten1ps to make a settlement ; and afterwards 
when that settlement was firmly established. Fro1n 
Bryan Ed wards, and 1nore ancient historians, . we 
learn that an independent spirit prevailed amongst 
them, and that they had- the utn1ost dread of, and 
conte.mpt for an enslaved condition. 

Their tenacity of infringen1ent, and their dislike of 
foreigners were marked features in their characters; 
yet t~1ey were -represented as being quiet and peace
able an1ong then1selves, and seldon1 engaging in do
mestic quarrels. 

" Omnia vincit amor, et nos cedamus amori. " 

~According to old tradition, n_ot so, though( the Cha-
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raibs ; love had small influence over theni; they , 

scorned the arrows of the little divinity, and hardly 

acknowledged Venus to be a goddess worth the wor

shipping ; and yet polygamy was in fun force, and 

few of these fellows had less than .six wives-six 
actual wives! Oh ye gods and little fishes_! what 

an arduous undertaking for a single man to establish 

peace and order in such a hous·ehold; what_ a labor 

for Hercules ; what an achievement for the · giants of 

old. Who, in future, . shall dare to question the skill 
of the Charaibs; for my part, reader, I am acquainted 

with many virtuous and scientific gentlemen, perfectly 

civilized, who find an insurmou·ntab]e difficulty in 

managing one-only e>ne· wife ; but who, let me ask, 

who in the present generation, possessing the s_mallest 

quantu1n of reason and conunon-sense would · be bold 

enough to marry six, and make them keep the peace. 
It would be a far ·easier task to pay the national debt, 

and we all know that to ·be difficult indeed. 

But to continue-vVar and not love was the ele

ment of the Charaibs. They delighted in warlike 

weapons, and were uncommonly skilful in using their 

bow and arrows. Their pers-ons were short and 

stout ; and according to Edwards, " their limbs flexi

" ble and active, and there was a pen€trating quick

" ness and a wildness in their eyes that seemed an 
" emanation from a fierce and martial spirit." 

In the education of their children, they pursued 

every means that could tend to render them fierce, · 

hardy, and courageous; their first care was to make 

their offspring perfect in fishing, building huts, 
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swimming, and diving; and above all, to see them 
skilful ·archers. They inculcated in their minds a 
love of cruelty, and a thirst for the deepest revenge 
against their enemies ; and by superstitious ceremo
nies on the birth of a male child, they iinagined them
selves able to transfer fo it the courage and fortitude 
of its father. 

As their children increased in age, they resorted to 
the most barbarous and cruel practices to try their 
courage, whipping them in the most unmerciful man
ner ; and on the eve of manhood the ceren1onies per
f onned were both tyrannical and disgusting . . 

They used to paint their faces with a deep crimson 
· color by way of ornament; the men cut terrifying 
figures on their cheeks in order to frighten their ene
mies, and · frequently wore feathers through holes 
which they perforated in their nostrils. They also 
hung about their legs and arms the teeth of those 
whom they had slain in battle. 

These few particulars will serve to display the 
most marked features in their character; for a more 
detailed account of their ancient manners, and of the 
many superstitious ceremonies prevalent amongst 
them, I refer my readers to Bryan Edwards and 

, other historians who have treated such subjects more 
extensively than there is either room or necessity for 
in the pres.ent volun1e. Indeed I should not have 
ref erred to their former habits, had I not wished to 
mark the eontrast between the Charaibs of that dis
tant period and those now residing in St. ·Vincent. 

I should suppose that the total nun1ber of Cha;_ 
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raibs now in the colony would hardly amount to . one 

thousand, including men, wo1nen, and children. 

These reside together in _ a fine quarter of the 

island, called the Charaib Country, which is .the 

-only really level ground in St. Vincent. It is, how

ever, of considerable extent, and there are carriage 
roads for the distance of twenty miles. 

On this part of the island, which they consider as 

belonging · peculiarly to themselves, they have little 

dwelling houses neatly erected after their own fashion, 

.and provision grounds, which produce their ·suste

nance. 

Instead of their former active and warlike spirit, 

they have relapsed into a quiet, idle, inoffensive, and, 

I may almost say, torpid existence, without any ani

mation, and w.ith a perfect hatred of all exertion. 

Perhaps they still continue crafty and revengeful ; 
but their cruelty appears to have deserted them en

tirely, and they do not seem alive to any of their 

former . feelings . 

. They are too idle to pay ml).ch attention to their 
grounds; and provided they procure yams and taniers 
enough to boil with their fish ( of which they gene~ 

rally have a considerable ✓quantity, betcause it is 

c~ught without labour), they are perfectly satisfied, 

and do not trouble themselves. about gaining a sur

plus to sell in the market. 
. They are, however, fond of rum; and in order to 
procure it, they make very neat baskets, called Cha-. 
raib basket_s, which. are sure to find a ready sale. 

These baskets are as pretty and convenient as any 
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thing I have seen in the West Indies.. They are 
made of narrow pliant slips of a wood peculiar to 
the country, which are .platted closely together, and 
afterwards dyed brown. They are sometimes made 
in sets, that is, one very large one, containing a num
ber of others, which continue to diminish in size 
towards the centre, and the la.'3t of the set is generally 
curiously sn1all. 

This kind of work would, if well followed up, 
bring them in a pretty l~ttle revenue; but they have 
become, unfortunately, too lazy to have any cares 
beyond those of eating, drinking, and sleeping: and 
they seldom repair even to such light work as the 
making of these baskets without they are distressed 
for money to· buy rum. I gave an order to two of 
these Charaibs to 1nake me a set, and although I 
remained nearly eighteen months longer in St. Vin
~ent, they had only completed half by the time I left 
the colony. 

The Charaibs have still a king in their little vil
lage, who passes in Kingstown by the name of 
Charaib Daniel. He is a very old man, and on 
account of some service which he did for the govern
ment in the late war, he is reco1npensed with rations 
from the Commissariat stores. 

I 

He comes monthly to New Edin bro' to fetch them 
a-way, and al ways appears to think the length and 
labour of the journey ':f'ar exceeding the worth of t~e 
rum and flour which he carries -home with him. /" 
. Many a time and oft have I shaken hands with the 
old boy vvhen he honored the officers of his Majesty's 
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Commissariat department with his monthly visits, and 

thos~ only of my readers, who have shaken hands ·with 
a sovereign, can tell the sensation I experienced ; yet 
even they might be at a loss, for his Charaib majesty 
was by no means like any of the sovereigns of Europe. 

Fancy an old man •arrayed in clothes little better 
than those of a beggar of high degree, who if not 

exactly a sans culotte_, was, at all events, without 
shoes or stockings.; his nose large and extensive, and 
his eyes small and sparkling, his stature diminutive, 

his head flat, his body small, his legs thin, and his 
trowsers tucked up to his knees, with a bag thrown 

over his shoulder, trudging with the pace of a sloth 
" up hill and down dale," and finally making his 
entree into the Commissariat stores, and demanding 
his rations of th~ issuer, with all .the gravity of a 
judge. - · 

· Such was his majesty when I first beheld hitn, and 
clasped his olive-coloured hand bedewed with the per
spiration occasioned by a long walk across the moun

tains, against mine own ,vhite and delic~te palm, 

which I afterwards cleansed with a 'proper proportion 
of Superior Windsor soap. I shOuld have hesitated 
ere I performed such an achievement on a common 

individual of his tribe; ~ut I could not resist the 

honor of shaking the hand of a king-to kiss it 

would have been another .matter, and by no means so 

attractive an office. Besides, I consider it ·perfect 

degradation to kiss the hand of any thing less than a 
woman, or the toe of any thing less than a Pope. 

On . hearing I came from England, he made -many 
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polite_ inquiries after his brother George de King of the 
Buckra country, hoped he was doing well, and asked 
me if he was fond of rum. I was not aware, Lreplied, 
that our sovereign had ever expressed any particular 
liking or antipathy to so wholesome a beverage; but ' 
supposed it was a drink which his Charaib majesty 
might be inclined to patronize; whereat he grinned, 
and said he thought it very good tuff, and, moreover, 
that all his subjects thought so too. 

We had, after this, a long talk together about va
rious other things; and his majesty concluded the 
!20nversation by invitin_g me to go and see him at 
some future period. 

A.bout a fortnight after, I rode alone to the Cha
raib country, and paid a visit to the old gentleman in 
his little cottage. He made me quite welcome, and 
asked me to dinner, I staid from mere curiosity, and 
he gave me some fish and fowl, with a glass of the 
" very good tuff '' before-mentioned. The old fellow 
had still his five wives, but he did not see1n to care 
much for any of them. They cooked his victuals, 
took care of his fowls, and did any thing else they 

. were told. . The Charaibs were al ways famed for the 
neglect of their won1en, and they seem to have pre
served this very bad quality above all others. Da~iel 
has still a little authority an1ong his subjects ; but 
their way of livjng is so peaceable and inoffensive, 
that there is seldom any occasion for his interference ; 
and, indeed, he is too lazy to trouble himself much 
with. their affairs. Their numbers decrease yearly ; 
and i.t is probable that in a. short time there will be 
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none left in St. Vincenf. They keep completely to 

themselves, and it is quite a rarity to see one of them 
in Kingstown. 

After having dined, I left his majesty's palace, and 

in it half a dozen good segars, with which he was 

excessively pleased, for all his tribe love smoking. 

He gave me in return a very pretty souple jack, with 
the head curiously carved. It is not thicker than my 
thumb, so that in case I ·am ever married, it will do 

for my wife when she is in the sulks, or says, " I 

" wont, my dear." It will make an excellent crab
stock, which, by the-way, is an excellent thing in a 

case of emergency. 

" The olive branch, Minerva's boon, 
. '' Betokens peace and quiet; 
" But 'tis sage Hymen's gift alone, 

'' Can quell domestic riot. 
" For 'tis a maxim long maintained, 

" By statesmen and logicians, 
' ' That peace is most securely gained 

" By vigorous politicians. 
'' Oh! the crabstock ! 

'' The green immortal crabstock ! 
'' The sturdy shoot 
'' Quells all dispute, 

" The wonder-working crabstock."-J. Hughes. 

That was a capital song, and Hughes deserves 

great credit for writing it. l, at least, am Very much 
obliged to him, for it bath taught me a good maxim, · 

and comes in very apropos at the end of my chapter. 

u 
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CHAPTER XXXVo 

MISCELLANIES. 

" Not much of any thing, but a little of every thing/' 

THE bells of the estates were ringing, to call the 
negroes to their work; the 'sound of the merry conch 
shells struck upon my . ear, as the drivers blew the 
sonorous blast tha! summoned their gangs to the 
field ; the bland breeze of the morning passed softly 
through the trees, the sun was peeping over the eastern 
hills of St. Vincent, and darting his splendid beams 
into the green valleys below, the dew was up1rawn 
from the wild flowers that grew by the road . side1 

and the negroes were driving their cattle to the rich 
pasture lands, when, -returning from my 1norning· 
ride, I beheld the signal for the packet and a sloop, 
waving in the breeze; on the flagstaff at Dorsetshire 
Hill. I was glad to see this signal; for the packet 
had been long expected2 and there were now three 
due in the colony, which . had been kept back by 
contrary winds. I went home and breakfasted ; 
pleasure always sharpens my appetite, so I _did ample 
justice tq the roast yam and caviched fish which lVIat 
had . taken so much pains to get dressed for me : 
after vvhich I :repaired to the post-office, where I 
found many others waiting, with anxious looks, for 
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the opening of the important window from which the 
letters are delivered. 

The scene around a West Indian post-office is by 

no means tininteresting to an observer; and I have 

often experienced much pleasure in witnessing it. 

The sight of the packet from England occasions a 

great sens~tion among the colonists ; and the moment 
it n1akes its appearance in the harbour the post-office 

is beset with a crowd of visitors of all classes. 
~ . 

The lawyers from thei~r offices, the merchants from 

their stores, the officers from their ' garrison, the sol

diers from their barracks, the captains f:om _their 

ships, and the planters from their estates, all flock 

thither, and wait, with the greatest impatience and 
anxiety, to hear the news in the mother country, and 
to receive their letters from home. 

Here, walking to and fro beneath the covered 

gallery, or taking their se~ts on the benches, they 

converse together on various topics, until the open

ing of the first ·window, which announces . that the 

newspapers are ready for delivery; . then they rush 
like soldiers to charge, as eager for their papers as 
troops are for victory : the parcels are opened in a 
moment, the news spreads like a pestilence in a 
plague-struck city; and before ten minutes have 

passed away every one is acquainted with what is 

going on_ at homeo 
This word at hinne is the common e~pression of 

the West India settlers. England; Scotland, or Ire
land is still their home. Unlike the inhabitants of 
the French colonies, they look upon the island in 

u 2 
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which they reside as a place to which they are, as it 
were, exiled for a certain period ; as a place con
taining their properties, and, therefore, of the greatest 
consequence to them; but very -few of them expect 
to die on those properties. Those who can afford it 
are in the habit of making trips every three or four 
years to th~ United Kingdom; and nearly all look 
forward to spending their last days in the land of 
their birth. This feeling, however, exists less in 
Barbados than in the other colonies ; and yet I have 
seen a Barbadian .excessively anxious about the af
fairs of the mother country ; and · I have heard him 
argue the catholic question with an Englishman as 
vehemently as if he expected to become one · of the 
emancipated. But to return to the post~office. 

We had been waiting some ti1ne, in expectation of 
seeing the packet make her appearance round Cane 
Garden Point, when a little sloop, for which I _ had 
seen the signal made in the morning, scudded into 
the harbour, and attracted the· notice of the crowd 
around · the office. She ·was, certainly, · a stranger; 
for her private signal was unknown to any of the 
merchants, and nobody could .guess where she came 
from. The harbour-master went off, and, after t,vo 
or three · tacks, brought her to an anchor; and the 
captain came on shore to take his papers to the 
custom house. · 

· As -the anecdote which accounts for the appearance 
of this little sloop is somewhat extraordinary, I will 
relate it to the reader. 

Every one has heard · of the little fishing _ smacks 
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employed in cruising · along the coast of Scotland, 

which carry herrings and other fish to . Leith, Edin
burgh, or Glasgow, worked by three or four hardy 

sailors, and generally comn1anded by a low Scotch

man, only fit f?r . that service, and with no other 

kno-wledge of navigation · thari that which enables 

him to keep his dead reckoning, and to' take the sun 
with his quadrant at noonday. 

It appears that a man who owned and commanded 

one of the~e coasting vessels, and had, besides, a 

little money in the pouch of his woollen breeches, 

had been in the habit of seeing the West India ships 

load and unload in the several ports of Scotland, and 

having learned that sugar was a very profitable 
cargo, half determined, by way of speculation, on 
making a trip to. St. Vincent, and returning to the 

Scottish market with a few hogsheads of the said 

·commodity. 
Yet Sawney was prudent, and looked before he 

leaped. Ere he resolved he hesitated-

" To be or not to be ? This is the question,. 
" Whether 'tis well to hoist the mainsail up, 
H And, letting fly the jib, to seize the helm, 
:" Steer for St. Vincent in my little smack, 
" And try my fortune in the sale-of sugar; 
'' Or to put on my woollen pantaloons, 
" And, when the wind is blawing like the devil, 
'' To fish for l errings on the Scottish coast." 

Sawney compared the disagreeables of the latter 

with the advantages of the former question, and 

at length decided on making the trip. The natives 
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were perfectly astonished ; they had never heard of 
such a feat before, and they deemed it quit_e impos
sible that a mere fishing smack, worked by only 
four men, 'and com1nanded by an ignorant master, 
should plough the boisterous billows of the Atlantic, 
an~ reach the West Indies in safety ;-yet so it was. 
The hardy Scotchman got his freight on board-
1nade sail-crossed the Bay of Biscay in a gale
got into the trades, and scudded along before the 
wind, at the rate of seven knots an hour, trusting to 
his dead reckoning all the way. He spoke no vessel 
d~ring the whole voyage, and never once saw land 
until the · morning of the thirty-fifth day, when he 
descried St Vincent right a-head; and, setting his 
gaft-topsail, ran down, under a light breeze, along 
the wind ward coast of the island, and came to anchor 
about eleven o'clock under the circumstances before
mentioned. 

He remained about a inonth at St Vincent, during 
which tin1e he -used to walk about the town in the 
same garb which he wore in Scotland, when the 
snow covered the ground and the ice was frozen in 
the rivers. His thick flannel shirt, his blue cloth 
jacket, his grey tro-wsers, and his "vorsted stockings, 
all n1aintained their seat on the athletic limbs of the 

' 

gallant captain; an---:d though the tropic sun shone 
upon his body1 and the .perspiration oozed frolll: 
every pore, " l'n1 a' in a muck," and " this, this is a 
muckle hot land,." were the only murmurs of com
plaint that ever burst from his contented lips. At 
the expiration of a month he left St. Vincent to 
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return to Scotland, carrying with him a few hogsheads 

of sugar, and , a few puncheons of rum ; his little 

smack never afterwards made her appearance in the 

harbour, but I sincerely_hope that the worthy Scotch

man arrived safely at home, and disposed of his little 
cargo to good advantage. 

In the meanwhile, reader, the packet ·made , her -

appearance, and not only the packet, but also the 

Leeward Island mail boat. This latter circumstance 

caused a little delay in the deli very of the parcels; at 

length, however, the important window opened, and 

while many got their letters, others received only a 

mournful and melancholy no to their ardent and 
• I e 

anxious 1nqu1r1es. 

I think I shall never forget the look of deep sorrovv · 

with which Lieut. II. turned away froffi the office. 

The sigh that came from his bosom, and the tear of 

disappointment that fell upon his cheek, at finding 

that those letters, which were his heart's consolation, 

had failed of arriving both by this and by the pre

vious p~cket. 
As soon as the -crowd had a little dispersed, I made 

my inquiries at the window, and received three letters, 

being two more than I expected. I looked at the 

seals, two of them I knew not, but the third I recog

nised in a 1noment. It had no ornament, no idle and 

fantastic decoiation ; the . iriscription was plain and 

beautiful-" toujours fidele." It came from Laura, 

and 1 opened it in ecstasy. 
· Oh, if joy and gladness may enter into tt e heart 

of a wanderer from his native home ; if happiness in 

absence may be his at any time, it is, surely, at such 
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moments as these; when he_ receives assurances of 
unchanged affection fron1 those whom he estee1ns the 
most, when she, whom he adores, declares herself 
" toujours fidele !" For after all, the land he loves 
best is the land of his birth, and his dearest home the 
home of his fathers ; but the song that is- sweetest to 
his ear, when away from these, is the melancholy 

SONG OF A WANDERER. 

MY heart is with my Father land,* 
Though~ far from its fields I roam, 

On hills where the breezes soft and bland 
Waft the scent of the bright flow'rs home ; 

By tropic g·ales are my temples fann'd, 
Yet I sigh for the breath of my Father land ! 

II . 

Though nature does all her pomp unfold , 
To catch my wandering eye ; 

I turn from her charms with feelings cold, 
Or pass them unheeded by : 

. While the light of memory's magic spell , 
__ Jlallows each scene in my native dell. 

III. 

The birds flit by in joyous flight, 
On wings of tl_ie rainbow's hue; 

Or glittering round like gems of light, 
Sip from each flower the dew : t 

But no warblings sweet from their throats arise, 
Like the wood notes wild of my native skies. 

* " What theme can be more elevating than a bard chanting 
" to his ' Father Land;' as the Hollanders called their country." 

D'Israeli. 
t Bullock obseryes, when speaking of the humming-bird, that 

" the sides of the laminffi, or fibres of each feather, being · of a 
" different color from the. surface, wi11 change, when seen in a 
" front or oblique directicm; and as each laminm ,;or fibre turns 
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IV. 

The lofty palm with its shadowy plumes, 
Waves in the sun-bright air; 

The earth is rich with gorgeous blooms,
And starlike flowers are there : 

But a sweeter breath the flow'rs exhale, 
That drink the dews in my native vale. 

V • . 

Though each mountain path is arched across, 
By the Ferntree's feathery spray ; * 

And the verdant hues of the velvet moss 
Gleam bright in the rock-hewn way;_ 

O'er each craggy slope of my native dells, 
The purple heath shakes its fairy bells. 

\I. 

Though from the foliage-shaded hills , 
The sparkling waters rush, 

And gleaming round a thousand rills 
In the rays of the morning blush ! 

There's many a torrent rainbow spann'd, 
Glides over the rocks of my native land. _ 
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~, upon the axis of the quill, the least motion, when living, causes 
" the feathers to change, suddenly, to the most opp~site hues. 
' ' Thus the one from Nootka Sound changes its expanded throat 
" from the most vivid fire colour to light green; the topaz-throated 
" does the same; and _the Mexican star changes from bright crim
" son to blue."-(See Six Months in Mexico, chap. xxi.) As 
these beautiful little creatures usually keep on the wing, when in 
the act of extracting the saccharine moisture contained in flowers, 
it ~s scarcely possible to describe-the_ refulgent variety of hues 
their plumage exhibits, during their rapid progress from blossom 
to blossom. 
- * The arborescent ferns (polypodium arborem, &c.) frequently 
rise to the height of twenty-five and thirty feet ; their majestic 
fronts upwards of twelve feet in length, expanding at the top like a 
magnificent plume of feathers. 
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VII. 

Though the midnight skies are burning bright, 
With many a dazzling star, 

The softer gleam of my own moonlight 
To me is dearer far, 

When its faint and silvery hues a.re cast 
O'er hills w~ere the days of my youth were past. 

For what are these scenes so soft and fair, 
The gales that sweetly blow-

The blossoms of earth, or the birds of air, 
Or the skies in their moon-bright glow. _ 

If the lonely heart must at distance pine 
From those on whom all its hopes recline ? 

IX . 

The grass that springs on our fathers' graves 
Full many a thought endears-

There's a spell in the humblest shrub that waves 
Near the home of our infant years-

Yea, the simplest leaf does our fondness share 
If its parent bud expanded there. 

x. 

Oh, thus! though far on a foreign strand, 
My lonely lot is cast ; 

Still, still for thee, 1ny Father land, 
The pulse of my heart beats fast ; 

While many a vision, soft and bland, 
Bears me back to thy shores, my Father land.* 

* For these very beautiful " Original Verses" I am indebted 
to T. C. Smith, Esq. of the 27th Regiment, who kindly inserted 
them in my Album, when in St. Vincent. I __ hope he will forgive 
me for making them known to the public, in the pages of a work 
which they will adorn with the poetical feelings that distinguish 
them throughout. 
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The other letters I received were froni Colonel 

B-- at Antigua, and Lieutenant L,-- at St. 
Kitts, in which each of those · gentlemen kept their 

promise of giving me a description of their several 
stations. 

A celebrated author once remarked, that we might 

judge of a man's character by his letters; and there 

is more truth in the observation than many are wil-

. ling to allow. The letter of Colonel B-- was a 

type of his character, and the very precise and coi-

rect description which he has given of the Island of 
Antigua, ·is exactly what I expected from a person of 

- his · manners and habits. . The letter of Lieutenant 

L.--, who was as wild and unsteady as the Colonel 

was sober and sedate, was quaint, lively, and amusing, · 

containing much nonsense and little information, yet 

the tou~ ensemble was by no means uninteresting, 

and my readers shall have it with the other, that 

they may compare the grave with the gay, and See 

which they like best. 
· As 13-0on as 1 had . read the intelligence I received 

by the packet, I recollected that I had two . €n

gagements for that day, both of which I intended to 

keep. . The first was to witness the issue of a wager 

-and the second to attend a -maroo~ given by the 

Governor in the Botanic Garden. 
The wager was between a young merchant of the 

island and the 1naster of a little schooner famous for 

4er fast sailing. _ 
··'rhe ·master had engaged to carry the said schooner 

from Kingstown Baj to the Island of Becquia, which 
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lay opposite, in the short space of forty minutes, the 
wind being in his favour. The su1n to be received on 
success was to be forfeited in case of failure. The 
usual time for making the trip was an hour and a 
quarter, and the vessel that could go in an hour was 
considered a fast sailer. The schooner sailed and 
reached Becquia five minutes beyond her time; th~ 
wager was consequently lost. One of the gentlemen 
who went, like myself, to observe the scene, informed 
me that a wager . of the same nature had been laid 
some years back. A man of a desperate and decisive 
character, engaged to take his vessel over in twenty 
minutes, and the sum at stake was proportioned to 
the danger of the undertaking. An immense con
course of people having assembled to witness the 
spectacle, the man went on board his schooner, and 
set sail with a firm resolution to carry his purpose, 
or run his vessel down in the attempt. 

From the known hardy and courageous, yet ra~h 
and desperate character of the man, there were many 
bets in his favour, and from the apparent impossi
bility of the achievement, there were also many 
against him. 

Fortune, however, seemed propitious-the sea was 
slightly ruffled, the sky clear, the breeze stiff and 
steady, and the little vessel, vvith all her sails fu11 ,. 
seemed rather to fly than to sail through the water. 
The captain stood on her deck · with a timepiece in 
his hand, watching witµ desperate anxiety every mo~ 
ment as it passed : ten minutes had expired, and the 
schooner was not quite half her distance. A shout of 

'-
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triumph burst from the opposing party on the shore, 

and the captain stamped on the deck with rage and 

indignation. " Give her more canvass !" cried he to 

the crew, " more canva~s, I say !" . One of them 
attempted to remonstrate-the captain looked at _him, 
that look was enough-the man said no more ; the 
extra sail was slowly set, and every eye on the land 
was strained to see the issue. The sail filled in a 

moment, the breeze freshened, and the little schooner 

darted under the wave, and was never seen again 
above the blue Waters of the Atlantic. 

The crew had provided for their safety, by cutting 
the cordage that bound the boat to the deck, and 

happily escaped drowning. The desperate com
mander, who had but one arm, was the only person 
on board who sank with his little vessel into the 

dreary depths of ocean. 
The gentleman ceased his recital, and l returned 

, home to take my customary afternoon nap, before 
joining the party in the Botanic Garden. 

The sofa being elastic, arid the frame, not of the 

sofa, but of your humble servant, good reader, being 
somewhat exhausted and fatigued, I reclined quietly 
thereon; and, whilst pondering on the sinking of the 

unfortunate schooner, I sunk myself into a sweet and 

peaceful slumber. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

ANTIGUA. 

" No island in this part of the West Indies can boast of so 
" many excellent harbours." Bryan Edwards. 

THE maroon at the Botanic Garden was given by Sir 
Charles Brisbane to the officers of a sloop of ,var, 
which had arrived the previous day ; and the party . 
invited to join them was numerous yet select. Being 
an admiral himself, and a ·very gallant one, Sir Charles 
always made a point of paying attention to the officers 
of the navy : and the arrival · of a man of war was 
ever the signal of approaching gaiety .. 

On this occasion the party was as lively and sprited 
as usual .; and no pains were spared to make the 
guests enjoy themselves. It was_-very an1using to 
see the pleasure which the young rnidship1nen seemed 
to experience, and the great glee with which they 
danced. 

, The champagne was briskly circulated, and aided 
materially to render the conversation lively and gene
ral. Our exquisite, who was present, and w horn I 
was now in the continual habit of meeting in society, 
grew quite talkative, and of course quite amusing. 
Repeated , toasts were given, and healths dru~k, one 
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after another in three times three: each toast was 

generally accompanied by a speech, and succeeded 

by a song; and the applause that followed both 
proved them to be enjoyed. 

I was fortunate enough to be seated during dinner 

by the side of the surgeon of the man of war, whom 

I found a very intelligent manJ with amazing powers 
of conversation, and -an inexhaustible fund of anec

dote. 

He had been a long while in Greece, and very inti

mate with Lord Byron; he was a great admirer of 
the matchless poetry of that talented nobleman, and 

related many surprising instances of his genius. One 

of his anecdotes I have never seen in print; and as it 

concerns one ·who ranks so high in the world of lite
rature, I may perhaps b~ pardoned for inserting it. 

'' Lord Byron," said the doctor, " had been one 

" day writing a few hours before dinner, and left off 
" at the ·· end of the following line-

' Gallant Hector, noble son of Priam. ' 

" The noble poet was in the habit of taking a con
" siderable quantum of wine after dinner, and on this 

" day he had contrived to make himself effectually 

" tipsy. This did not, how~ver, prevent him from 

" resuming his writing in the evening; and after en
" deavouring for a few minutes, but without success, 

" to find an appropriate stanza to follow the above 

" line, he again repeated it aloud-

' Gallant Hector, noble son of Priam,' 
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" then throwing himself back in his chair, he ex

'' claimed-

' No man was ever half as drunk as I am, ' 

" and content with having thus completed the coup
" ]et, deserted his book for a siesta, or evening nap."* 

The spirit of his Excellency's party continued un
abat_ed during the whole evening, and I was never 
present at a more delightful and pleasant maroon. 
It was near ten o'cl'ock when the guests left the Bo
tanic Garden and proceeded to their several homes. 

The magnum bonun1 which I had taken of cham
pagne and madeira, contributed to make ·me sleep ; 
and instead of taking my usual morning ride, I re
mained under the influence of S01nnus till I was 
,awakened by a salute from the _ batteries at Fort 
Charlotte, which was returned by the sloop of war, 
and announced that the latter was taking h'er depar
ture. I then rose and breakfasted, after which I 
turned to the perusal of Lieutenant L--'s letter, 
and ·was greatly amused by his original description 
of St. Kitts ; I hope it may please the reader a~ well 
as it did me. As it is, however, more likely to teII 
to ad vantage after Colonel B--'s grave account of . 
Antigua, I shall give the Colonel's letter the first 
place in these Memoirs. 

* The doctor relates this anecdote as " original," and it is 
only in the C<?nviction of this fact, that I am induced to insert it. 
There have been, however, so many anecdotes narrated of Lord 

. Byron, that the above might have been published among others 
without my knowledge, and if that should prove the case, th e 
reader will, I hope, forgive an unintentional mistake. 
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A N TIGUA . 

Letter of Colonel B--'-

., . ' DEAR BAYLEY, 

"' ' N Ow that I am fairly settled in Antigua, and have 

" had a little time · to look about me, I take up my 

'"-pen · to keep .my promise of writing to you, and I 

" hope to be able to give you a prettjr concise de
" scription of the place. - I have been more pleased 

" with this island than I expected to be, and am half 
t, inclined to think I shall like it better than B·ar-

" bados~ St. Johns, which is the capital, _ is a very 
" pretty towrr; · and the streets, which are •wide and 

" regular, have a _neat and cleanly appearance; they 

" are paved with sharp stones, and are not generally 

" level, as the town is on the declivity 9f a hill which 
-~, slopes fowards the sea on the western · side of the 
4

, island. The 'houses are,- generally speakjng, eool 

H and well built, but they are· probably inferior to the 

" great houses of the plantations, which are cOmfort
" able and capacious, and pOssess more ad-Vantages 

" than those of any other island I have visited . I 
' ' went the other day to-see a · friend on an estate a 

" little way in the coUntry, ·and foulld him in the 

" most delightful residence imaginable. His hollse 
H was perfectly Eriglish, and stood in the midSt of a 

'' areen lawn that seemed -as smooth as velvet, a 
b 

" thing I had not seen before in the West Indies ; the 

" place was rendered a perfect bower, by the beauti
x 
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" ful little shrubbery that grew around it, and the 

" superb avenue of n1ountain ea bbage trees that ex

" tended fron1 its door to the road entrance. A 

" pretty garden, close to the house, was to me another 

" novelty ; for I had never seen the flowers of these 

" tropic isles, beautiful as they are, and rich in many 
" colours, growing · in any other than a wild ·and 

" uncultivated state. Indeed, _the great beauty of · 

' ' the -whole. scenery surrounding my friend's resi-

" dence re1ninded me of these lines : 

" ' On th~ opposite hillock his cottage was seen 
" Through the lofty green palm trees that fronted the door ; 
" And, oh, what charms that little cot wore, ,, 
' ' For nature had giveH the liveliest grace 
" To the ·trees and the bowers that shaded the place; 
" And made it a fitter abode for the race 
'' Of faries that haunted each woodland glen 
" In the chivalric ages _of ancient men.' 

" If, however;! was pleas-ed with my friend's resi-, 

" dence, I was ·not less s.o-with the general aspecr of 
., '. the country. In coasting along the i'sland, and in 

" makiag English Harbour, for we did not come to 

" St. Johns by sea, I thought the scenery, although 

" certainly not equal to that of the Island of St. Vin
"' cent, superior to the flat country of Barbados, and 
" even to the romantic wildness of the mountains of 

" St. Lucia. Perhaps I was, in some degree, attracted 
" by seeing the natural beauty -0f the place adorned, 
" .as it was, with -English art, and by the busy scene 

'~ that presented itself in English Harbour, reminding· 

" n1e, as it did, of the bustle of a British port. 

" You are aware that Falmouth, as the place is 
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" ,ealled, · and English Harb.our, which contains a 

" magnificent Carenage, and a splendid dock-yard, is 

" situated in a part of the island nearly opposite to 

" the capital. We were, therefore, obliged to pro

" .ceed by land to SL Johns, and our ride across the 

'" country afforded us a fine view of all the varieties· 
" of Antigua ; however, I must not carry you over 

" the mountains without telling yo_u something more 

" of the Antigonian dock-yard. The people of this 

" place still say Antigonian, though Mr. Coleridge 

" says it should be Antiguan. By ·the way, Bayley, 

" I hope you have read his book, it is very amusing, 
" and gives a go·od account of what he saw· here; 

" he mentions a ton1hstone bearing the name of Row

'' land Williams, the first white creole buried in the 
~' island. I have not seen it yet; but the descendant 

'' of that person, a gentleman of the same name, has 
"' an estate here. He arrived a little time back, and 

" has lately married the daughter of our Governor, 
u Sir Patrick Ross.o But to return to Engl_ish Har~ 

'' bour, the entrance -is narrow, but the place itself 

" is the most commodious receptacle for shipping in 

" the West Indies~ The dock-yard is neat, pretty, 

" and convenient ; and here they build little -vessels, 
" and repair lafge ·ones; so that the lively spirit of 

" business and occupation always pervades the place . . 

'' It is defended by strong fortifications on a chain 
i, of rocky eminences, called the ridge, and by the 

" garrison at Monk's Hill. These are salubrious, 

H beautiful, and con1manding posts; and while the 

' ' British flag waves gracefully on the signal-staff, 
x2 
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" the pieces of cannon frown.11~g from the stony · 
,~ ra1nparts, present at once a formidable barrier to 

" an invading enemy, and form a desirable pro
,, tection .and defence for the surrounding country, 
': and for the arsenal and dock-yard of English Har
" bour. In this place there are us·ually a nun1ber of 
H ships, and a great many small vessels, that come 
" for repairs : it has got the _ credit of being un
" healthy ; but I do not think that the officers and 
~' sailors of the several _vessels have been carried. off 
" by fevers and influenzas so much of late years as 
"_ at a for~er period. They have dwellings on shore;· 
" which they prefer to ship-board ; and here they 
" appear to-enjoy thems~lves, and live very happy. 
~' It is,- however, a well known fact, that not only 
." English Harbour, but the whole Island of .Antigua 
" was greatly subject to epidemic disease, from the 
'.' want of water, tvhich is very SGarce. There· is 
~' only one small spring in the island, and the ancient 
H .. histori_ans - have not given it credit even for· that 
-,, one. The town's-people trust, for their • supplies, 
~' to their tapks and cisterns of rain water, which is 
" very sweet and _ cool when pass .. ed through a drip-
" stone. 
- " The weather is very variable in Antigua, -and· 

." the jsland is frequently attacked with a dry season, 
_" which, in olden time, reduced the people to great 
" distress, a?,d put the1n to a great expense in im
" porting water from other islands. ·Coke tells us 
" that, in 1799, ' the ponds in which the cattle or 
'' stock of the plantations ,vere watered became dry. 
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" The importation was altogether insufficient, and 

" every part of the surface of the earth became 

" parched up; the 'stock and the slaves perished -in 

" the utmost agony; and a most fatal and malignant 

" fever, at the same time, every where prevailing, 

" threatened total destruction to all. When these 

" destructive attacks of dry weather are ·suddenly 

" succeeded by a profusion of rain, Which generally 

" happens once in thre·e or five years, a very fatal 

" epidemic ren1ittent is the cons~quence.' ·- ·-

. '' Now, Bayley, you must follow . me fro111 English 
" Harbour -to- the capital. In the progress of our· 

'-' journey I was delighted with the pretty SGenery of 

" the whole country, and found the hills more woody, 
"' and the valleys more green than I had expected in 
' ~ an island not watered by rivers. - Our" hills, for, 
''when-I think of -the -·huge giants of St. Vincent, I 

" cannot call the1n mountains, · do not, like those, 

'' form aJ lofty pyramid in the centre of the isle, but, 

" rising fro1n the sea, and overhanging the coast, 

'-' slope gently .off, l~aving the rich ·valleys and the 

'"' verda~t. plains of the i°:ner country only interrupt~d 
" by the sinall and woody eminences, which add 

" vafiety· and beauty to that pleasing and cultivated 

" scene. 
" The prospects· from some of these eminences are 

" beautiful in the extreme. ·. One ·· of them, · caJled 

" Figtree Hill, is of surpassing loveliness, and, on a 

'' fair day; will command a distinct view of four of 

" the neighbouring isl_ands. These are ).\levis, Mont-
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" serrat, St. Kitts, and the French colony of Guada

" loupe. 
" One of the prettiest objects that struck me• _on 

" my arrival was the church, which is built on an 
" eminence which overlooks the town and harbour, 
" and from whence Fort James is visible, with sundry 
" other picturesque and panoramic views. Now that 
" I am settled, I frequent this church with 1nuch plea
" sure, and always get a good seat. The place is well 
" attended, and there is a neatness, order, and cleanly 
" appearance in the congregation that is not always 
H observable even in England. All strangers who 
" arrive here express their ad1niration of the external 
" and internal appearance of the building, to which 
" is attached a burying-ground of tolerable size,. 
" surrounded by a brick wall. 
• " The government house is also good, and the 
" court house may be considered on a par with the 
" church. I frequently attend the court sittings, 
'-~ and now and then hear good speeches from island 
'' barristers, in the prosecution of their several causes. 

'7-

" Like the- ban~isters of England, they· ahvays plead 
" in their gowns. The· court h·ouse contains spacious 
'-' roo1ns, where _ the c9unci1 and assembly debate. 
" I was present at two or three of their discussions 
" relative to their concession:s to the free colored 
". people, and heard then1 treat the subject in a 
" tolerably faiY m-anne1~ v This / class of people · are 
'' 1neeting with their deserts here more than in several 
" of the other islands; but they are nowhere so meri-
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"" toriously supported by the legislature as m the 
" Island of Grenada. 

" There is a spacious methodist chapel ill St. 

'' Johns, and it is always full in the time of worship. 
" This sect is very numerous in Antigua, in conse-

'' quence of the island being their head quarters. 
"We · have, _ al~o, many members . of the Moravian 

" mission, some of whom are Germans, and, pro:bably, 
" descended from those ·vvho emigrated tc> the island 

" in the early part of the eighteenth century, and · 
'-' met with SQ. much encourage1nent from the pro
" prietors. Coke, the methodist missionary, who 

" wrote on the West Indies in 1811, says, wl1en 
" speaking of the owners of estates in Antigua, 

'' ~ That public spirit of religious indulgence and 
" toleration, which gave both encourag-ement and 

" protection to a body of German Protestants so 
" early as 1732, has·- entitled them to t1nfading··.ho-

" nors.' Upon the whole, religion appears to be 
" gaining ground in Antigua, and the Bishop is 
" making his exertions ,, to render it every assistance 

" in his ~ power. ,There are several schools · estab
" lished in the town under- the different s=ects, and I 

'' dare say they wiH all ·prod1Jce good effects ; for, 

'' in my opinion, the education niust precede the 

" emancipation of the ,negroe$jn the. West Indies. 
" The jail here is .not much sup~rior to· the affair 

" at Barbados-, whieh .you. have seen; but it has the 

" advantage of being separated from the court house. 

" Of natural living curiosities we have not 111any; 

" but Antigua is acknowledged by all to be the best 
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'' island in the West Indies f pr a collection of petri
,, factions. I an1 endeavouring to procure some ; 

" and, if I s·ucceed, I will send you a part of my 
'' stock: I can hardly give .you an idea of the very 
" fine specimei1s shown me by an old inhabitant of 
" the place. I believe the best are -procured in a 

" curious cave somewhere in the vicinity of the 

" ridge. 
" I could tell you a great deal more about this 

" island, and the state · of its society, but n1ust defer 
" it to a future period, for you see I have· filled two 
" sheets. of paper, very closely written, and have now 
H only just space enough to sign myself 

" Very sincerely yours, 

Reader, if the letter of Colonel B-- was not 
amusing, it was, at least, instructive·; and as it is 
always ·good policy to sacrifice the · smaller· to the 
greate·r good, I have no doubt' but that yoti will 
agree with me, that moments- spent in acquiring 

• knowledge are, generally speaking, of 1nore advantage 
than those which ·we devote to . pleasure; and that 
. one chaper of history· is better_ -than one volume of 
romance. There· are, · however, ti1nes when light 
reading · is advis~ble, · to. relax : the mind after the 
perusal of works which- req-.;iir-e · a greater -share of 

study· and attei1tion; a·nd the gay epistle of Lieutenant 
L--· will, therefore~ come_ in very a prop.as after 

the quiet letter of the Colonel ; and, i(. the reader 
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ga_in less information, let him console himself with 

having more entertainment. 

As, however, I am one of those persons ·who deem 

patience a virtue, I intend to postpone the production 

of the said epistle a little . longer, and to give the 
reader a ·chapter, peculiarly my own, :respecting the 

Islands of Anguilla, Barbuda, Nevis, and Montserrat, 

which belong to. the two govern1nents of Antigua 

and Kitts . 

. My little description of these places is drawn 

from notes and memoranda given me by n1any per

sons who were in the habit of going backwards 

and forwards between the1n and St. Vincent, while I 

was in that island; and who were, from .. personal 

observance, enabled to give me the most correct and 

authentic -accounts: 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

ANGUILLA-BARBUDA-NEVIS-AND l\10NTSERH AT . 

" Bef-ore we take leave of the British Leeward Islands, it is 
" proper to give some account of the appendages to the large 
" and flourishing colonies." Coke. 

ANGUILLA. 

ANGUILLA is the most northerly of the Charaibean 
Colonies of Great Britain; and although so small and 
uncultivated, it · had formerly a legislative body, who 
enacted laws, and fines, and punishments for the mis
deeds of its inhabitants. · A Governor also and a 

~ ' . . 
government house wherein tp d,vell; a provost-mar
shal to seize, but, alas ! no jail to confine the culprits ; 

. and a code of . severe regulations, which were never 
attended to; because trouble is a disagreeable thing, 
and because those whose duty it was to put them 
into execution were fast asleep and dreaming. The 
little island is, however, now roused from its lethargy; 
and even as the worthy inhabitants of the counties of 
the land of Roast Beef and Plumpudding do send 
their representatives to the annual meeting of the 
London Parliament, so do the people of Anguilla 
dispatch theirs to the Assen1bly-house of the Island 
of St. Kitts. 
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· The situation of the place lies about sixty miles- to · 
the north west of this latter island, in the latitude of 

18° north, and in · the longitude of . 64.0 west from 
London. Its breadth is about one-third of its length, 
which is near thirty English miles. 

The s.cenery of Anguilla is quite original, and its 
formation differs from that of any other of the West 

India Islands. It is begirt by a thousand little rocky 
cliffs and eminences that rise frorri the sea, some 

barren, some woody, and some cultivated; and these 
sloping gradually off, leav~ the interior of the island,. 

in many parts, as level ~ as. Barbados or . Berbice. 

There the whole aspect of the country is pleasingJ. 
because it is new~beca=t1se .there is a total absence 

of the natural and domestic scenery which distin
guish the ·other colonies; -and to an Englishman, 

because . there are certaip features .in the view before 

him, that remind him of corresponding scenes in his 
native land. Instead of the busy_ b1Jst1e observable 
on a sugar plantation ; instead of the .working of 
mills, the driving _of bullock ca.rts, the ·cutting of 

canes, the boiling of - sugars, and. the columns of 
black smoke that rise from the works of the several 

estates,. he beholds .a number of pretty little dwell
ings scattered over the face of the country, '( few and
'' far between;" with negroes' huts. erected on the 
grassy lands, and the sheep and cattle grazing peace~ 

fully around them. Instead of long avenues of the 

loftj pahn., and innumerable branches of the waving 
cocoa-nut; instead of extensive fields of the luxu
riant cane, or large plantations of rising coffee---plants, 
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he looks around upon a woody and fertile tract, with 

scarcely n1ore than · a third cultivated, yet that third 

forming a contrast, , so striking and- delightful, with 

the native wildness of the other lands, that he cai1not 

help feeling pleased with the prospect :-. green roads 

and greener pasture lands, fields that display the fairest 

crops of Indian · corn, and extensive grounds for the. 

cultivation of vegetables, but more particularly of 

yan1s, which in this island are of superior quality. 

So much for the scenery of Anguilla :-for its do
n1estic conveniences and internal necessaries, I can 

say little. It has -been more baclcward than _the other 

colonies in many essential points, from several causes : 

-Its little cultivation and ·want of importance, as to. 

size, the- poverty of its inhabitants; and, perhaps,., 

more than all, the destruction of their town and: 

estates, and the blasting of their better prospects by 
the French, in_ 1796-. 

Four hundred picked troops were sent by Victor·• 

Hughes, of savage and ferocious memory, with d1rec..:, 

tions_ to buTn the . town, and exterminate' -the inhabi-. 

tants- of Anguilla, ·whom he knew to be defenceless. 

and without the power of makinK resistance. They 

arrived in two French-men of war and seve~~al smaller

vessels, and having landed on the 26th of November,. 

set fire- to the town, and committed the most atrocious·· 

barbai:ities. on_ the people. The inhaqitants -~ere, 
· ho.wever, happily relieved by the arrival of Captain 

Barton; in the. Lapwing man of war:, who brought the: 

French ships to action, and succeedea in taking one 

and sinki1tg the other ; he -received for his very gal.., 

.. 
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lant and humane conduct throughout t½e affair, a 

very handsome letter of thanks from the inhabitants 
of St. Kitts. 

The great damage and destruction done by the 

French ruffians, proved a terrible blow to the inhabi
tants of Anguilla. Their little ch~rch _was p-qlled 

down, and was not re-erected~ so that ther~ was no 
place of ,vorship in the island, ·except a small- metho

dist chapel, not capable of containing a congregation 

of more than four hundred and twenty per~ons, and it 

·is only since the arrival of. the Bishop that they began 
to dream -of building another church, and of opening 

-something like a -school .for the education ,of children~ 
I suppose these, together with · the court house and 

jail projected, are by this time co1npl~ted. 

There are not many curiosities in Anguilla, though 

Coke tells us that " it ·is much infested with different 
" species of ·serpents, on · which account it is corn

" 1nonly called, by its neighbours, -Snake Isla-n<)," an 
appellation which I never heard ,given· to it during 

my residence in -the West Indies, so that" ·~, -suspect 

these animals are not so numerous, as in former days, 

-in the cultivated -parts of · the island. . In the more 

' woody regions, I have no doubt of their numbers, as 

that ·species· of bush which covers -the uncultivated 

soil of Anguilla, appears peculiarly adapted as a ~e

ceptacle for repti_les of all kinds. 
The salt pond ·of the island is worthy of nofice, as 

it frequently produces an immense quantity of very 
fine salt, which the inhabitants export for sale; and 

they not unfrequently send -as much as two hundred 
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and eighty thousand bushels out of the colony . 
. , Every one who chooses gets his share out of it; for 

the lake is not individual property, out belongs to 
the community at large. The pond is not deep, and 
the salt collects and lodges in a body on the clay at 
the bottom, whence it is dug by those who seek it, 
and piled up on the little hills around under a thatch 
work, composed of the branches of some tree, the 
name of which I do not know. 

Nothing else do I remember of Anguilla worthy 
the notice of my readers, so I will bring my narrative 
to an end, wishing it happiness, prosperity, and im
provement; all of ·which will, I am convinced, arise 
from the progress of education and religious know
ledge in the colony. Let the planters sow the seeds 
of corn in the fields, and the parsons the seeds of 
knowledge among the negroes, and when the young 
ears and the young ideas begin to shoot at the same 
tin1e, the two together will produce a crop n1ore ad.:. 
vantageous and prolific than was ever seen before 
.gracing the plains and hillocks of the green Island of 
Anguilla. By that time I hope to have bid an eter~ 
nal adieu to these _Tropic isles, and to be quietly 
settled near one of the delightful lakes of fair Devon
shire, in a neat cottage of my own building, with the 
ivy, and the vine, and the honeysuckle, creeping 
over its snow-white walls, and the fair lily and the 
blushing rose blossoming by its garden bower. There 
I may live for love .and Laura, feasting on the joys 
that are present, and laughing at the woes that are 
past; but now, n1y beloved, I can only think of thee 
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in absence : and I do thii:k of thee, at the rising of 

the morning sun, and at the setting of the same glo 

rious orb ! but, above all, I think of thee at 

----- " the hour when daylight dies, 
" And sunbeams melt along the silent sea; 

" For then sweet dreams of other days arise, 
'' And me1nory breathes her vesper sigh to thee. 

' ' And as I watch the line of light that plays 
" Along the smooth wave, tow'rd the burning west, 

H I long to tread that golden patl1 of rays, 
' ' And think 'twould lead to some bright isle of rest." 

- T. Moore . 

BAR~UDA .. 

BARBUDA is a very fine little island, about twenty 

miles long, and tw~lve broad, and situated some 
seven leagues to the north-east of St. Kitts, and about 
ten to the north of St. Johns in Antigua. It is 

comprised within the government of this latter 
island; 3.nd formerly belonged to General Codring

ton, who· first held it by patent from the -crown. It 
, possesses a nice little harbour for shipping; but as it 

has no considerable trade, there are seldom many 
vessels in its roadstead. 

In the scenery of Barbuda, there is nothing re~ 

·markable; the country is perfectly level; and, -ex

cept in cultivated parts, overgrown with thick bushes 

and high forest trees. There is -also a remarkably 
fine piece of water, called the Lagoon, in which 
there are a number of fine fish ; and these, together 

with the numerous herds of deer that live among the 
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woods of the island, form a great part of the suste

nance of its inhabitants. 
To catch these animals and fish, there are two 

sets of fellows, distinguished both by dress and occu
pation from the other slaves of the colony, and bear
ing titles appropriate to their pursuits, b_eing called · 
huntsn1en and fishern1en. The fishermen e'mploy 
themselves in the Lagoon, and catch immense num
bers of the finny tribe in the various nets. Ca valles, 

king-fish, butter-fish, snappers, jacks, baracout~s, and 
even young sharks, are brought forth in abundance; 
and these, w·ith the exception of the latter, are sent 
to supply the tables of all classes of inhabitants. Yet 

.not on fish alone do the good people of Barbuda 
thrive and luxuriate ; not only on those who inhabit 
the vasty deep do they feast themselves and their 
_visitors : think ye there are deer in their forests, and 
not venison at their board ? venison, say I, that would 
make the eyes of an alderman spa:rkle, and the_ lips · of 
an alderman smack. The slaves, who hu_nt. the deer, 
.are well equipped for their duty; which, by the way, 
is a very pleasal!t one. Like our farmers, they have 
their horses, and their dogE!, and their guns ; and 
they go to the _ chase in Blucher boots _ and leather -
caps ; and wear besides, a · broad belt, which they 
throw across their shoulders. Th~ fellows employed 
in this, and the piscatorial profession bef otementioned, 
_are· perhaps some of the happie~t of ·th~ir race; and_, 
jndeed, all the slaves of Barbuda appear cont~nted in 
their way, and have a less barharot1s manner than ;rnost 
of their brethren of the other islands. Their labour 
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is also lighter; for . the Barbudians make nO· sugar, 

and their chief occupation conSists in the cultivatio:n 
of provision grounds, and the raising of stock. 

Here, as well- as in Anguilla, the arrival of the 
Bishop · has been the signal for the building of a 
church ; and I dare say it will · be, or perhaps ·ls,_ 
(for it may by this time be completed,) a very nice 
little affair. The BiJ,rbudians get up very pretty 
sloops and schooners, and I know no reason why 
they should not succeed as well in a place of wor-

. . 

_ ship. ·'They haVe my good. wishes in the matter, as 
well as in every other, that concerns their happiness 
and welfare : and now I will drink a farewell toast 
to their future success, for there is nothing like 

·'·' One bumper at parting, though many 
'~ Have circled the board since we met~" 

N E VJS-o 

The Island of . NEVIS is of far . greater import
ance than· either -of the· two I have been just describ-

- . 
ing, and displays the most beautiful scenery imagi-
nable. Its situation is in 17'? 141 north latitud~, and 
62° 29' west longitude from Greenwich, and its ap
pearance is perfectly singular and romantic. . F.ancy 
a mountain -rising from the sea, and looking, acC6rd
ing to Coke, "like a conical pillar, einerging from 
the ocean to support the skies ;" with its summit 
buried . in the · ·clouds, and from thence to its base 
covered with a mass of rich and variegated foliage ; 

y 
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and you , will have an idea of what Nevis was on its 

first discovery by Columbus. 
The island is, however, -greatly changed since that 

time ; the mountain is still lofty and majestic ; but 
_,the foliage that covered it has every where given 
place to an admirable and enchanting verdure and 
cultivation, except upon its highest point, where the 
old and sturdy trees of the ancient forest still spread 
their mighty branches to the 111ountain breeze, and 
sha,w·_the contrast between the natural ..and cultivated 
state ·of this beautiful island. 

Charlestown, which is the capital of Nevis, is a 
very nice little town in its way, built on the beach, 
and extending round the bay.. It contains a pretty 

-church, a good court-house, and a bad jail. 
The first of t!}ese is in the midst of a -piece of 

ground surrounded by a wall, and planted with a few _ 
trees ; the second is a nice building, with appro
priate accommodation,_ -and fronted by a neat square ; 
the third, but of this I had better say nothing, for 
if I do, " bad will be the best;" so I will turn to the 
Government House, a little above Charlestown, which 
I 1nay praise for its· convenient and pretty situation, 
without wounding my tender conscience. 

Nevis possesses the advantage of a very plentiful 
supply of wate~, as. there are a number of springs in 
the island ; but there have been times when these, 
aided by torrents of rain, have overflowed their 
boundaries, and been the cause of much mischief 
on the estates, and more particularly on those pro- _ 

/ 
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perties which are high up the mountain. They also 
greatly injured the roads, which are otherwise .not 
b~d. At all events, they are in.finitely superior to 
any in the islands of Grenada, St. Vincent, or St. 
Lucie, and a1:e all passable €Ven in a · carriage, 
though covered gigs ate tl1e vehicles 1ubst used in 
the country. 

This island is famous for its spa, or mineral baths, 
and many of the colonists of the other islands go 
thither fot the recovery ·of their health, by taking 
the waters, which are used medicinally, and possess 
qualities that do not yield the palm to the hotsprings 
of Cheltenham or Bath. 

The spring is ori a small eminence, about half a 
mile from the town, and there is a · sort of tavern, or 
boarding house near, :containing tolerable accommo
dations for visitors or invalids. 

The Island of Nevis has suffer@d greatly from hur
ricanes, and was nearly desttoyecl by the vety terrible 
one it experienced in the year 17 07; from the effects 
of which it was not easily recovered by the perse:.. 
vering industry of its inhabitants for many years 
afterwards. It also bears the mar:\(s of having for.
merly been volcanic, and some have supposed that 
the mountain was burning at the time of its disc_o
very; and that in consequ.ence of the smoke having a 
white appearance, Columblis gave it the name of 
Nevis, from nieves, the Spanish word for snow. 

The island is divided into five p·arishes, and con
tains several places of worship, besides the church in 

y ,2 
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Charlestown. . Of its -rarities of art, I atri told that 
steam engines work on the estates ; and of its natural 
curiosities, that there are monkeys in its woods ; 
moreover that the said monkeys have a predilection 
for ·robbing their brethren the men; and that ~he 
fruit is seldom left to ripen peaceably on the _trees 

by these depredators. 
And now, fair island, farewell !~_ for the future, 

may thy crops be as prolific, and thy fields as fer
tile, as they are at present; and may the deadly 
blast of the hurricane never more invade thy kindly 

shores ... 

MONTSERRAT. 

MoNTSERRAT is another pretty little island under 
-the Government _of Berbuda; _though, as a colony, 
it is not considered rich ; as an . island, it _is acknow
ledged to be one of the m-0st b~autiful and healthy 
of the Antilles. It has acq uii:ed the title of the 
Montpelier of the West Indie~ ;· and I never knew 
any one who had re_sided in _it any length of time, 
without wishing to remain ; nay, _I have heard many 
say that they would like . to _spend their latest days 
in it. 

It is everywhere covered with hills ; one loftier 
than the rest, rears its head above them ; and from 
its resemblance to Montserrat in Catalonia, Christo
pher Columbus is said to have given that name to 
the isla,nd. It has also a volcanic mountain, which, 
like that ~in St. Vincent, is called Souffri'ere ; and, 
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indeed, all the volcanoes in the West Indies have 
the same nomenclature. 

The chief town of Montserrat _ is called Plymouth, 

and contains a few good houses; also a church, which 

is not the only one in the island. 

Montserrat is famous for its good turtle, good 

rum, · and good fruit; its commercial productions 

are rum, sugar, and cotton ; and its trade is by no , 

means inconsiderable for so. sniall a colony 1 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

' ST. CHRISTOPHER S. 

" Upon the whole, it appears frqm those accounts which have 
" the greatest claim to credit, qecause they part~ke, apparently, 
" of the greatest impartiality, that St. Christopher's was the 
" original nursery of all the English and French Settlements in 
' ' this part of the world~" Coke. 

Letter of Lieutenant S(--

DEAR BAYLEY, St. Kitts, 1827. 

· You call on me to keep my promise ; really I had for
gotten it altogether, or I should have kept it before ; 
but I am very 'apt to forget my promises, so you will 
excuse me I know. 

The Duke of York brought me safe into port some 
three months ago ; and ever since my arrival here, I 
have been fancying myself in heaven. I had no idea 
St. Kitts was such a delightful isle for a bachelor. 
Such a charming receptacle of charming women
such a delectable dwelling place for the givers of 
good dinners and the lovers of good soup. You are 
an admirer of fine scenery, and a worshipper of fine 
girls; now I will describe the first before I make 
love to the last of these plentiful rarities. 

The captain of the Duke of York, independent of 
being a ".:ery good fellow, has a particular propensity 
for bringing his vessel to an anchor in the very best of 
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all possible positions, for getting a good view of the
place you are con1ing to. So on the day of my arri

val, I saw to perfection all that was worth seeing 
from the harbour. A· very fine valley, and a town 

therein erected ; 3: long chain of mountains sloping 

one above another,. from the aforemention~d green 

valley i~ the south, to the ·black clouds-, in which _the 

most lofty concea1ed its · ugly summit, in the west ; 

a few ·minor hills, which seemed ve~y verdant; and a 

nun1ber of mills which, like tipsy Jack, were_ four 

sheets in the wind, . and went round and round like 

the world in a hurricane, or like the head of Field 

Marshal--,.· when he was first made prime minis

ter. This latter simile has taught me an admirable 

reflection on ambition-you shall s~e it, although it 
is written by one who is, like yourself, a devilish bad 

poet:-

" Ambition prompting man to seek a name, 
" The hero's god, the wan:ior's spur to fame, 
'' (And. this reminds me of the spurs that goad 
" The lazy h?r~e that drags up01~ th~ road,) 
,., Patriots, -poets., peers, and premiers, all . 
~, P1:us~e anibition, -tili she works their fall . 
' ' The Erst seek populai"ity : and frryrtle ; 
" The, latter g;rasp at power and .eat th~ir turtle, 
" Talk of distress, th~ po?r ~an's rags _an~ tatters-
,·, Then ~mack their noble lips, and say-Wh<:tt matters?" 

But what has ambition to do with St. Kitts.! . 

" What is . the name of that tremendqus moun-
- . 

" tain ?" said I to the captain. " Mount Mis~ry," 

was the reply. "And the town and valley?" "Basse 
"Tene." " And the yell?w hill with the garrison ?" 
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" Brimstone Hill. " " And the village at the point?" 

" Sandy Point." " And yonder eminence, with that 
" pretty slope and cultivated aspect?" · " Monkey 
" Hill." So I heard all this in silence, and then 
poi_nted to · a very luxuriant cane-field, and said em
phatically-" What afield for poetry is there." 

A man on the top of Mount Misery would be in a 
n1ost miserable predicament ; · the fact is, it overhangs 
a steep precipice ; and people say it is three thousand 
seven hundred ~nd twelve feet above the sea. For 
the first week I never looked at it without thinking it 
was going to fall ; but I am now as used to it as the 
old woman's eels .. were to being skinned alive. Ne
vertheless, I can tell you, if ever it should tumble, it 
will make considerably more noise than the fall of 
man from his duty, or of the ripe codlin, which dis
covered to old Newton the principles of gravitation, 
from the apple tree in the philosopher's garden. The 
contra.st between the barren state of this_ huge moun-
tain, and the cultivatio_n of the plains below, reminded 
me greatly of a very handsome and learned little 
friend of mind, _ who _1narried a l_ady with a fortune, 
and corporation three times as large as his o-wn, who 
is very stupid and very positive, and always says, 
" I will," and " I wont;" of co_urse she keeps her 
word, for you know the old adage, which says of 
wo1nan-· 

" For if she will, she will, you may depend on'·t; 
" And ifs-he wont, she wont-so there's an end on't." 

Basse Terre is a delightful little town, full of nice 
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houses, an~ nice inhabitants. The square is mag

nificent; but the church is not so pretty as the one at 

Trinidad. The methodist chapel is, however, superb, 

and always filled with a large and devout congrega

tion .; the votar~es of this pains-taking sect are very 

numerous in St. Kitts, and '' thereby hangs a tale," 

which, for ought I know, may be-more humorous 

than true, nevertheless it was given me as gospel. 

" A master of a small schooner,"' said the narrator, 

" who was in the habit of trading to the island, pro

" fessed himself to be _a methodist, and made a point 

" of attending the chapel wi~h the greatest appear
" ance of devotion" One day, on the eve of his 

" departure, he expressed great anxiety for the sect, 

" and earnestly entreated per1nission to he allowed to 

" preach a sermon in the chapel that evening. Leave 
" was · granted by the ffiinister; and, accordingly, as 
" soon as the cong.regation had _assembled, he entered 

'' the pulpit, and having girded his loins, took up his 

'' parable. He delivered extempore two-thirds of a 

" very fine sermon that quite exceeded the expecta
" tion of the audience ; but having arrived at a part 

" where if bec-~me necessary to hint the contribution 

" of a certain sum for charitable purp?ses, he found 

" himself at a losS, and stopping dead short, ex -
" clai1ned,--' 0, by-Jove ! you are all in -h-· I, and I 
" advise ye to follow my example and get out of it as 

" fast as you can.' So· saying he leaped over his 

" pulpit, which was not very high, and made his 
"' exit from _ the chapel, leaving his hearers in the ut

" most wonder and astonishment~ 
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" From thence he took his ,vay to the beach-

' He leaped into his boat, 
' As she lay up01l the strand.' 

'' and getting on board his little schooner, ·set saiI for 
" the green shores of some other island, and has 
" never since dared to make his appearance here.''* 

We have here a fine garrison called Brimstone 
Hill, well fortified ; also a good government-house 
and a good Governor, who dwells therein, yclept 
Colonel Maxwell, who by his rnild administration 
nzakes well for the colony. After the Governor, the 
persons who, of course, hold the highest place in my 
estimation, are the ladies. Of these w~e have enough, 
and I beg their pardon, I was near saying, to spare, 
but that would be im.possible.. Dear fascinating 
creatures, how I adore the1n !-really you are a great _ 
deal too strict in your ideas of fidelity to one object ; 
all that is very ·well after one is married, though we 
do now and then see a:n exception ; but to a young fel
low scarcely out of his teens, and who has,. moreover, 
the honor of fighting for his majesty, in a scarlet coat 
with a golden epaulette, to him, I say, more liberty 
may be allowed, or at least 1nore love. 

There is a pretty -girl in England, called Fanny, 
to whon1 I write every m·onth; hut is that-any rectson 

* Although this anecdote has been, since related to rne again, 
Ly another person, who, attributes . the prank to the captain of a 
mail-boat, who was by rank a lieutenant in the navy, I am hardly 
inclined to cr~dit it; at all events, if it be true, the perpetrator of 
the prank deserves the hjghest cerisure.- A uthm·. 
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why there should not be another in St. Kitts to 
whom I may also occasionally say a tender word. 

Are young officers only sent to this confounded hot 

country to do their duty, arid be as eold as a stone? 

No, no ; I am one of those who agree with the 

French maxim, . that " ·Quand on n'a pas ce que l'on 

" aime, il fa_ut aimer ce que l'on a "-and I am 
continually _singing Moore"s poetical version of th~ 

same sentiment : 

" Oh! . 'tis sweet to think that, where'er we rove, 
'' We are sure- to find something blissful a~d dear ; 

" And that, when we're far from the lips we love, -
'' We have but to make love to the lips we are near! 

'' The heart 'like a tendril accustom'd to ~ling, 
'' Let it gr9w where it will, cannot flourish alone, 

'' But will lean to the nearest and loveliest thing 
" It ca!1 twine with itself, . and make closely its own." 

Add to this the powerful attraction of the creole 

l~die~, above all in the dance. La danse est quelque 
qhose qu.i plait a tous sans les. ennuyer. In the 

dance they enjoy themselves·, ~nd fascinate their 

partpe-r~ at tht) ~<tine time,. P~rhaps you may tell 

ipe, in your laconic way, that this is killing two 

birds with Qlle -stone-. 
After the. white fair;, ones,: the brown dark on_es do 

attr~ct my notice, of whom. there is a :numerous and 

beal}tiful collection in this island. · Their charms have 

persuaded eme or tw.t> of rn.y eoUJ1trymen to join them 

in the holy state of wedlock ; _ which they seem to 

have a great · n0tion is the best patent lock ever· 

invented,. and by no means so easy to force as a rnere 

liaison d'an1our: ,there are others, however, who· differ 
in opinion ; but as I have never heard their argu--



332 :FOUR YEARS '- RESIDENCE 

ments, I will not pretend to give le pourquoi et le 
:parceque. Generally speaking, the colored inhabit
ants of St. Kitts possess greater privileges than those 
of the other islands, with only one exception, and I 

think this a credit to the colony. 
The other day I took a fancy to a gig; and, 

having purchased and paid for it, by a bill on Green
wood and Cox, which, by the way, brings my finances · 
to rather a low ebb, I may now be seen daily taking 
my jaunt into the country. I have been nearly all 
round the island, for the roads are excellent, and one 
may really travel with ·some pleasure. I saw a few 
more towns, villages,, and chur.ches, all pretty in their 
appearance, but met with nothing very uncommon. 

The only curiosities of the island are a few large salt 
ponds, the aforementioned miserable Mount Misery, 
which has once been volcanic, and a very remarkable 
piece of ground among the mountains, fertile, produc
tive, and a complete level. In this island, independent 
of the many luxuriant , tropical fruits and vegetables, 
the inhabitants have been able, in some parts, to 
cultivate English productions, and these thrive more 
than anywhere in this curious mountain level. 

I cannot stay to tell you any more, for the mess
drums are beating, and you know what an aversion I 
have to procrastination, in temporal as well · as in 
spiritual affairs. I can pardon a man .for noi being 
in at the death of a hare or pheasant ; but I pity 
the poor fellow who does not arrive in time for the 
eating; there is son1ething very disagreeable in that. 
Adieu , yours truly, 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

MISCELLANIES. 

" When they have joined their pericranies , 
" Out skips a book of miscellanies.'' 

Swift. 

333 

IT is now time to return to St. Vincent, from whence 
- my readers have been led by the correspondence of 

my friends, and by rny own description of the smaller 
islands attached to Antigua and St. Kitts. Yet the 
most interesting circumstances connected with this 
island have been already detailed, and it now only 
remains to 1ne to mention one or two facts of minor 
importance. 

St. Vincent is divided into five parishes, Charlotte 
parish, St. George's, St. Andrew's, St. Patrick's, and 
St. David's; ~nd, independent of the s_ugar, rum, 
and molasses, which it exports, there are also small 
quant~ties of cotton, Coffee, cocoa, · arrowroot, and 
ginger shipped annually for the United Kingdom. 

Besides the capital and Calliaqua-there are other 
towns in the island. .Layou, or Rutland town, Bar
rowaill.e,~· or Prince's town, Chatteaubelair, or Rich
mond town, with one or two more better deserving 
the nomenclature of villages. 

A table of the exact distance to the principal 
places of n~te in the island, from the market-place in 
Kingstown; though not interesting to the generality 
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of readers, may prove useful to some who may have 
occasion to visit the island ; therefore I will make no 

apology for inserting it. 

I 

DISTANCES OF THE HIGH ROADS IN THE ISLAND 
OF ST. VINCENT. 

WINDWARD, OR SOUTH AND EAST ROAD, 

F rom the Market-Place, l{ingstown, 

To Greathead's House ............................ . 
Calliaq ua, or Tyrrel' s Bay ... ... ......... ...... . 

Miles 
l 
3 

Diamond Estate ....................... : . . . . . . 7 
Peruvian Vale .. : . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 11 
Union Estate House ..............•...... -. . . . . . 15 
Byera River ............... o • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • 21 
Turn off at Brown's Grand Sable .............. ~ . . 24 
Rabacca RiVer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 
God save the King. . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
Owia Block House ................... '. . . . . . . . . 37 
Except the last eight miles, this is a good carriage road. 

LEE,v ARD, OR "\VEST AND NORTH ROAD, 

From the Market-House, in Kingstown, 

To Lowman's .......................... C, ••••••••• 

Turn in Ruthia, or York Valley, at the turn above 
Camden Park Works ..... •...• ...... ... ..... • 

Questel's House .................... ...... . ... . 
Turn on the north side, Buccament, or Queen's Valley 
La you, or Rutland Town .....•.................. 
Barrowallie, or Pr1nce's Town ................. , .. 
Wa1;liaboo, or Man's Bay .......... . ........... • 
Belleisle House . ...... . ............. i •••••••••• 

Oushalabo, or Cumberland Bay ................. . 
Trumacc.aw, or Suffolk Bay ...•.. ~ .............. . 
Chatteaubelair, or Richmond Town •...........•.. 
W allibQw Iious@ ........................ ~ ..... . 

:Miles 

2 

'2! 
3¼ 
6½ 
7 1. 

:i 

12 
13¼ 
15¼ 
17¼ 
18 3 

4 

21 
23 

Morne Ronde .... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
There is no road or trace of one from Morne Ronde to Owia the 

. ' 
surface is much broken, the distance abont sixteen miles . 
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The island of St. Vincent deserves infinitely more 

than some others to be called the Montpelier of the 

West Indies, as it is, undoubtedly, one of the most 

-·healthy and beautiful islands in the ·whole cluster of 

the · Antilles, containing few unwholesome marshes 

or ravines, and those chiefly on the leeward coast. 

If its mountains be lofty and sublime, its valleys 

are verdant and cultivated ; and the pure streams by 

which it is watered flow unimpeded from the heights 

to the sea. 

The principal events of its past history were the 

eruption of the volcano, the wars of the Charaibs, and 

the Insurrections of the Slaves; but it has not been 

troubled so much as some of the other islands with 

h:urricanes or earthquakes .-

However, during my residence there, I experienced 

two · slight shocks of the latter, and one · of a more 

powerful nature, though not sufficiently strong to do 

. ally damage in the island. It happened On the 

· evening of the 30th of November, 1827, and was 

very generally felt. Being St. Andrew's night, the 

militia b~nd were playing Scotch national airs in the 

street ; and, as they passed under the gallery of my 
house, I w?'s awakened by the music. I had scarcely 

been two minutes awake before I felt my bed shake, 

and the whole building totter from its foundation. I 

heard, at the same time, a loud rumbling noise ; and 

some glasses, which were on the sideboard in the 

hall, move from their positions, and rattle one against 

another with force sufficient to break hvo or three of 

then1. I then knew it to be an earthquake; and the 

shock lasted during the space of fifty-nine seconds. 
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In the government of St. Vincent a number- of 
little islands are included, called the Grenadines ; 
these lie in a cluster between the islands of St. Vin
cent and Grenada; and a part of Cariacou is all that 
belongs to the administration of the latter. The 
principal of the Grenadines are Becquia, Canouan, 
Cariacou, Mustique, and the Union Island, which 
contain about fifteen thousand seven hundred and 
eighty acres of land ; there -are, also, Balliseau, Petit 
St. Vincent, and several other little rocks and islets 
in the cluster, some uninhabited, and others of no 
material importance. 

Taking all in all, they produce small quantities of 
sugar, rum, cotton, and molasses. In the year 1824 
the crops were as follows : 

Rum. Sugar. Molasses. 
12,200 galls. 637,819 lbs. 30,998 galls. 

· Cotton. 

163,478 lbs. 

and the number of negroes on the last day of the 
year amounted _to two thousand two hundred and 
sixty-six, being two hundred and twenty-two less 
than in the former year. 

These islands have all a barren and rocky appear
ance, and their scenery is totally different from that of 
St. Vincent or Grenada. · There are not many white . 
inhabitants on any of them. Becquia and Cariacou 
contain more -than the rest. I -believe there is a 
~hurch, ~ith a clergyman and catechist on each of 
these two, but they ·· have only been there since the 
arrival of,.the Bishop. 

There is a considerable quantity of stock raised on 
so1ne -of these .islands, particularly in Cariacou, where 
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fowls, turkeys, and Guinea birds are bred in abun

dance, and carried over to supply the marke·t of 
Grenada. 

Sir Charles Brisbane was particularly fond of 

running over to these parts of his governn1ent, where

he would sometimes remain dUring a fortnight or 
three weeks ; for this purpose he had a very beau

tiful little topsail schooner, nicely fitted up; and with 

every accommodation for passengers. He used fre..: 

quently to take over with him parties of ladies and 

gentlemen from St. Vincent to maroon. 

The govern_ment of St. Vincent has been amongst 

the fore most in passing acts for the amelioration of 

the slaves; and the proprietors of estates have always 
shown a willingness to do an·y thing reasonable that 

might tend to increase the comforts, and better the 

condition of _their negroes ; their grants to the people 

of color have not, however, been so liberal as those 

of the assembly of Grenada: but then it is to be 
remembered, that there is a · great difference between 

that class of people in the two islands. · Their regu

lations on the pro]?e~ties of which I have visited 

. many have always pleased me, because they have 

undeceived and given me an ide~ very different from 

what I once entertained of the way in which suGh 

things are conducted. 
In a preceding chapt~r I explained to my readers 

the process of sugar making ; and I believe this is 

the only account I have ·yet given of the management 

of plantations, and of the various duties of negroes 

on the estates. A brief detail of the method of plant-
z 
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ing cane fields before the season of crop, of sum
moning the slaves to their daily work, and of the· 
manner in which that work is carried on may not 
prove uninteresting. 

Perhaps order and regularity are no where so well 
1naintained, with little severity and much lenient 
kindness, as on the estate of a West Indian colonist. 
Perhaps, too, there are few who give the proprietor 
any credit for so n1aintaining them, and continue to 
believe that a very rigorous, and in some cases a very 
inhuman, mode of treatment is adopted. I regret to 
say, that too many works. have been published that 
might tend to confirm such a belief, works whose 
authors have been 1nisleading the ideas of their coun
trymen, by describing, in forcible and energetic lan
guage, tending to awaken feelings of indignation, 
what the state of slavery unhappily was, but what it 
has long since ceased to be. 

I have often wished that a statement of facts were 
brought forward . to undeceive Englishmen on this 
subject; and I regret that the present volume is too 
small to allow of a full description of circumstances 
that might, in a great measure, tend to effect this .. 
Not that I would set myself up as a vindicator of 
slavery, God forbid ! I hav:e before stated myself to 
be its enemy ; but I should like to point out that, 
although it has gradually improved, and is gradually 
improving, though paganism is giving way . to reli
gion, the frown of dissatisfaction to the smile of 
content, and the former feeling of misery to a con
sciousness of c;omparative ·happiness ; yet that time 
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must be allowed for the completion of the great 

work that . is commenced; that a few more years must 

be suffered to roll away before the slaves can be .. 

taught to know and estimate the true value of -that 

gem, liberty. To give them emancipation at that 

future period will be a justice and a charity-to give 
it them to-day will be adding fuel to a despoiling 

fire-will be pouring down destruction upon fair and 
fertile lands. 

In every nation, and under all circumstances, where 

nien, ,vomen, and children are required to labour 

together for the accomplishm.ent of one undertaking, 
whether it be in the subterraneous cavities of a mine, 

or on the- fair soil of a flourishing vineyard, the pro

gress of the work depends greatly on the proper dis
tribution and allotment of labour to each individual 

according to his strength. It would be u:seless to 

expect a child of twelve years to perform the duties 

of an athletic man of thirty. 
The marked attention paid to this necessaty pre

caution, in the "\\Test Indies, r-eflects· the highest 

credit on the colonists. · In the g·angs of labouri~g~ 

negroes the strong are always separated from the 

weak ; each has a task proportioned to his powers, 
and what he must do he· can do with ease, 

There are .always three, and som.etimes four gangs 

on a plantation ; and I will now describe the several 

duties allotted to each. 
'fhe most important and laborious work on a sugar 

estate, out , 6f the season of crop, iS the clearing and 

pr~paring arid afterwards planting the land. Before 
z 2 
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the cane fields are planted they are holed by the 
negroes, that is, the whole soil is turned up with the 
-hoe, and holes, or rather trenches, hollowed out at 
marked distances for the reception of the canes. 

This duty is_ given to the strongest gang, generally 
composed of healthy and athletic persons ; and the 
field is planted in the following n1anner. 
. The n~groes being collected together at sunrise, 

by the ringing of the estate bell, are drawn tip in a 
line, a man _and woi:nan alternately, and in this order 
commence hoeing up the first trench. _When this is 
co111pleted they move backward to the second, and . 
continue this retrograde movement until they arrive 
at the bottom of the piece of land to be cultivated~ 
In the course of their labor they do not, however, 
preserve the order in which they begin, but proceed 
according to the strength of their several co11stitu
tions ; and it i~ by no . means uncommon to see two 
or three very strong negroes · out of the 1 ine, and 
hoeing much farther down their rows than their less 
athletic brethren. D~ring the day they have a rea
sonable length of time allotted for their meals, and 
at sunset their work closes. 

The slaves labour under the direction of a driver, 
or head n1an, _who is, generally speaking, a trust
worthy kind of personage, well stricken in years, 
though not too old . for his duty. He is con1monly 
appoint~d to his situation on _account of his known 
good conduct and tried fidelity. His badge of office 
is a whip, which he carries more for show than for 
use. This show versus use is one of the ameliora:-
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tions of slavery ; and I am happy in being able to 

state that the system of permitting the drivers to 

abuse their authority, by unmercifully flogging their 

gangs from private pique or resentment, which was 

followed many years back, is now elltirely done away 
with. . Drivers dare not strike their slaves without 

there is really a good cause for so doing; and if they -

were detected in the slightest injustice towards the 

negroes, immediate punishment and dismissal f ro1n 

their office would follow. 

A personal observance, however, of the conduct of 

~hese head men, as they are called by the negroes, 

has convinced me that, generally speaking, theii· res
trictions are in accordance with their inclinations, 
and that they do not wish to abuse their authority 

by an unnecessary severity towards those under their 
charge. For ·the most part they have been prudently 

chosen by their proprietors, and are, I think, more 

respected than feared by the slaves. 
The overseer is always present in the morning, 

when the negroes are collected, and their names 
.called over to see that there are no deserters; and he 

visits the several gangs from time to time, during 

the day, only leaving one to repair to another, or to 
attend to some duty on the estate, so that the negroes 

have always opportunities of making any complaints 
·of their drivers if they feel aggrieved, and they are 

sure to meet with redress.' 
I have before said that the -clearing and holing is 

the most laborious work on a sugar estate, out of 

crop time, nevertheless it is a light and easy occupa-
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tion when compared with the labours of a day gar
dener in England. The soil of the cane fields· is 
soft, and easily turned ; the fatigue of hoeing is also 
considerably less than that of digging; and it might 
astonish some of those who picture to . their minds 
the labor of field negroes as something superlatively 
dreadful, to see the gaiety that prevails among the 
gang · while pursuing their daily occupation. They 
would not see them execute their ·work with the 
affecting resignation of broken spirits, with the tears 
of sorrow falling from their cheeks, or the sighs of 
affliction heaving from their bosoms-they would 
see them laughing and talking, sometimes with their 
driver, and sometimes an1ong themselves, passing 
their ready jokes on the characters and customs of 
the b1_1ckras ; and, while they gave vent to a thousand 
lively and joyous sallies, pursuing their work in an 
ea_sy and careless manner that would remind the t 
beholder considerably more of indulgence than of . 
oppressi,on .. 

The same negroes who compose this gang are 
gen~rally employed in crop time in the boiling-houses 
and about the mills, and form rather more than one 
third of the whole body of slaves of the estate. 

The second gang have a lighter occupation than 
the first, and not being composed of strong negroes 
have easy duties allotted to them, such as weeding 
the cane .fields, stripping off dry leaves, gathering 
-up trash, and so for,th. They are chiefly pregnant ·· 
females, and children of fron1 h1/elve to fifteen years 
of age. The minor children compose the. third gang, 
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and, for the little labor they perfor~; are not, it 

1nay be supposed, at their tender age of much service 
to the estate. To keep them from habits of idleness 
they are, however, placed under the charge of an 
old woman, and set to weed the garden of the pro
prietor, or gather green herbage for the goats and 

pigs& 

These are the three principal working gangs ; the 
other slaves are tradesmen or mechanics, and these, 
with a few sick in the hospital, and the af ore1nen

tioned collection of infant fatlings under the superin
tendence of the old dame ip. the nursery, con1plete 

the muster-roll of negroes on a sugar plantationo 
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CHAPTER XL~ 

LEAVING ST. VINCENT. 

u Adieu, lovely isle, may thy blessings increase, 
" And long be thy mansions the mansions of peace ;· 
" May health and contentment their sources renew, 
" 'Tis the prayer of my soul, as I bid you adieu." 

Scenes at Home and A broad. 

THAT time passes with a flight almost as rapid as 
thought has been too much experienced to be ever 
denied. Time is a theme on -vvhich philosophers 
have written their reflections, poets their verses, and 
moralists their advice ; and yet the old boy has no 
respect for any of these vene'rable characters, but 
continues going with the same swift pace, leaving 
every thing behind him, and beating the best steam 
coaches out and out. Mr. Mackworth Praed, who 
is, by the way, a very pretty poet, in speaking of 
" Beauty and her visitors,'' says, 

" I heard a murmur far and wide 
" Of Lord, how quick the dotard passes, ' 

" As time threw down at beauty's side 
" Th.e prettiest of her docks and glasses ; 

" But it was· noticed in the throng, 
" How beauty marr'd the maker's cunning, 

" For when she talked the hands went wrong·, 
" And when she smiled the sands stopped running.11 
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All of · which appears a very ingenious novelty, 

wherewith to flatter beauty ; but I · fancy, if we coine 

to the truth, ,ve shall find that time _ never fails to 

make his furrows in the fairest cheeks, which all the 

ingenuity of its lovely possessor is exerted to conceal 
from the · scrutinizing eye of man, but which, how

ever, the said monster, man, seldom fails to discover, 

unless there is a little yellow deity yclept cash, who · 

blinds his eyes, and draws him gently into the silken 

noose of Hymen. Then he bears his fate with all 
the firmness of a philosopher, and inwardly exclaims 

" L'amour est quelque chose n1ais . !'argent." But 
this is a digression-we1l, two years and more have 
rolled away since I first landed on the black beach 

of St. Vincent, and so ~arrowly escaped the wetting 
that my readers wot of; and now the hour is _ f~st 

approaching when I must bid farewell to its lofty and 

gigantic hills, to its sweet and cultivated valleys. 

In those two years, however, I can number many 
, happy days, I have acquired some information, and 

much experience. I have visited the most beautiful 

parts of the island ; ascended the lofty heights of 

Mount St. Andrew, and pondered over the wonders 

of the majestic Souffriere. · I have seen the dwellings 

of the CharaibS, and have had t~e honor of dining 

tete a tete with the august sovereign of that. altered 

race. I have entered too into all the pleasures of the 

island-soirees, balls, maroons have -followed each 

other in "numbers numberless." I have participated 

in the hospitality, so far renowned, of the worthy 

inhabitants of _St. Vincent : and if in the 1nidst of 
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festivity l have not been always the gayest of the 
gay; if I have dared to look ·sombre in scenes of . 
merriment, and sad in the 1nidst of joy, it was only 
when _ my thoughts wandered to the jasmine~covered 
cottage in the valley of my native land, where my 
own Laura reposed upon the bed of innocence and 
truth, and dreamt away those fairy dreams of happi
ness which is farthest from us when we fancy it our 
own, or where she wandered alone o'er the flowery 
paths we had so often trod together, where the lilies 
droop, and the roses wither on their stems, fair but 

~ -

perfect emblems of her own beauty and mortality. 
But the experience to which I allude was neither 

gained on the mountain, in the valley, or at the festive 
board. It relates to the negroes, and I acquired it 
on my visits to estat es, where I had frequent oppor
tunities of personally observing their treatinent, and, 
what gave me a greater insight into the happiness or 
misery of their situation, of holding private ,conversa
tions with them, and of thus learning their own opini
ons of their own state, that state which is so great an 
evil to society, but an evil which it requires time, cau
tion, and delicacy to destroy; and though emancipa
tion will be the final remedy, to administer it at an im
proper ~eason will be to make it tenf oJd worse than the 
disease. • 

If a planter were to advance such an opinion, one 
might say_, and I allow with great justice that he 
was ,actuated by interested motives, and that the 
consideration of se~f advantage deprived him of the 
power of making a fair statement ; but when one who 
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can derive no advantage from the slavery or freedom 

of the negroes, one who is interested only for the 

slaves, and unbiased by the claims of the planter, 
one who despises and detests both the theory and 

practice of a principle so heinous as that of depriving' 
one man of his liberty to satisfy the rapacity of ano
ther; one too who has expressly affirmed that he has 

no motive but that of making known the truth, 
declares that he is convinced, fro1n an earnest atten-

tion to, and even stu_dy of their condition, that it 
would be a want of charity, and certainly a want of 
prudence, to emancipate the slaves in their present 
state. If there be none, I say, who will suffer them

selves to be IJ.ndeceived by so impartial a sh1ten1ent, 

why th~n, the march of prejudice and incredulity 
n1ust be rapid indeed. . 

I will no·w go_ no· further _into a question which I 

shall discuss more fully at a future period, when I 
shall possess the experience, and have benefited by 
the observations of four instead of two years; and, 

moreover, when I shall be on the colder shores of 

Albion, and have my blood and my reflections cooled 

by the bleak winds that blow over the hills of Old 

England. 
· But to return to St. Vincent, which -I may not 

leave without recalling to mind what I have des
cribed, and seeing if I have omitted any thing that 
may tend to amuse the reader. Yes, I had forgotten 

to mention·that the island contains two spas of mine

ral water, possessing medicinal qualities, and reck

oned a s'alubrious beverage for persons in ill health, 
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I once procured a few bottles, and made a practice of 
taking a glass every morning while it lasted. I fan
cied I derived some benefit fro1n it. The bottles 
were let down· corked, to a considerable depth, when 
the corks of course came out, and they filled with 
water far below the surface of the spa. It had a 
disagreeable and sickening taste of iron, which did 
not at all suit my epicurean palate. 

And now of a verity I . have done my utmost to 
please the reader, and have nothing more to say of 
St_ Vincent, but a word or two at parting. 

My bandboxes were ready, my trunks were pack
ed, and all n-iy pr.eparations co1npleted on the · last 
n1orning of the· year 1827. Mat was sent to embark 
my luggage, and I passed a melancholy day in pay
ing farewell visits, and saying Good-bye to all my 
kind friends in St. Vincent. I breakfasted. with one, 
lunched ·with another, · and dined with a third ; a 
fourth loaded me · with presents, and a fifth escorted 
me to the beach. It was· about six o'clock in the 
evening when I embarked- with a few mote passen
gers, in great depression of spirits, yet pleased with 
the recollection of the great kindness I · had received 
in the island. 

As soon as we got on board, the anchor was hauled 
up·, the sails set, and the little sloop, under a very 
light and balmy breeze, passed gently out of the 
harbor of# Kingstown, into the · then still waters of 
the Channel that' lay beyond. 

Nothing cari be more delightful than a fine evening 
in ·the Tropics, and no evening could be finer than 



IN THE ,vEsT TNDIESCI 349 

that which preceded the commencement of the year 

1828. I could not fail to admire, th9ugh I was not 

in the humor to enjoy the imposing scene around me. 

. The glorious orb of day had been just setting in 

the west, and that part of the horizon where he had 

seemed to sink into the blue waves, was still red and 

radiant; the full moon shone brightly out, and threw 

her chaste light over tlie land we were leaving, and 

on the silent waters that sparkled around our little 

bark as she dashed up the white spray in her pro

gress; the bright stars studded the heavens, and the 

only -clouds visible on the clear surface of the azure 

sky, ·were the various clusters th~t concealed the lofty 

summit of Mount St. Andrew, of which the long and 

giant shadow passed darkly over the lands below, and 
placed then1_ in gloomy contrast with the fields of 

waving canes, over which the lucid moonlight fel_l 

bright and brilliantly; then if the forest-covered hills 

emitted now and then a thousand glimmering sparks, 

we knew the fire-flies were sporting among the trees; 

the beetles that 

----- " When evening comes, 
'' Small though they be, and scarce distinguishable, 
'' Like evening clad in soberest Ii very, 
" U nsheath their wings, and through the woods and glades 
'' Scatter a marvellous splendour.'' Rogers. 

In the valley, between the rocky land that sloped 

off gr~dually from Sion Hill to the farthest point, 

· and the moon-lit batteries of Fort Charlotte, lay · 
Kingstown, in its -silence, backed ~y the chain of 

mighty mountains that rose proudly in its rear. 
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The spray dashed upon the beach with a low and 
solemn murmur ; the bay was calm and undisturbed, 
save by the rowers of a passing canoe, as they dashed 
their oars into its quiet waters; or by the song of the 
boatmen in their flats, the falling anchor of a coming 
sloop, or the clanking cable of a departing schooner. 
It was in the midst of such a scene, that I left S't. 
Vincent, and watched it as it receded from our view, 
. till it became no longer visible, and then I bid an 
eternal farewell to its hospitable shores, and wished 
it might long remain the seat of happiness, prospe
rity, and joy, the chosen isle .where the spirit ot glad
ness might take up its abode, and rest with its in
habitants till time itself should cease. 

After this I left the deck of the sloop, and pro
ceeded to the cabin, where I endeavored to lay 
down, but finding no berth long enough to contain 
me, I was obliged to get upon deck again directly. 

I dare say there are few of 111y English readers 
who have ever travelled in a vessel so very small, in 
its dimensions, as the Jane, for this was the name of 
our little sloop; if they have, I pity them, for really 
of all the punish1nents 1 know, it is the one that 
.comes nearest to purgatory. 

My fellow passengers were a lady and gentleman 
with two children, who, not being able to endure the 
stifling heat of the cabin, were, like myself, obliged 
to re1nain on deck. Fortunately it was · a fine moon-
light night, but had there been rain, or even a very 
heavy dew, the danger of such an alternative vvoul-d 
have been very great ; as it was-, however, the pure 
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air of the sea, and the lightness of the breeze, ren
dered our situation on the deck a very luxury, when 
compared to the suffoc_ating atmosphere of the little 
place below. 

Fancy a rude sort of a box, eight feet by ten, suf

ficiently high for a child of twelve years to stand 
upright, and sufficiently low to seem a perfect pillory 
to a man of middle stature, filled with a most disgust
ing odour of bilge water, and as dark as the darkest 
hole iri the kingdom of Pluto, and you will have a 
tolerable picture of the most intolerable cabin I ever 
saw, and of the very agreeable accommodations 
allotted to the passengers of the sloop Jane, on the 
last night of the year 1827. 

About 1nidnight the breeze increased, and the 
sloop began to lay over, when every now and then 
the salt spray would dash upon the deck, and souse,. 
not only the passengers themselves, but also sundry 
beds, mattresses, and cushions, which had been 
brought up for their accommodation. Add to this, 
the tossing and pitching of the little bark, the motion 
of which was, of course, considerably greater than 
that of a larger vessel, had made every one on board 
extremely sick~ and ~ven I, who am usually a tole
rable sailor, experienced most unpleasant qualms, so 
that our situation was by no means enviable, and we 
were all excessively delighted when, at the dawn of 
day, we found ourselves gliding gently along the lee
ward coast of the Island of Grenada. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

GREN ADA-GEORG ETO°'VN. 

" Grenada is perhaps the most beautiful of the Antilles * * * 
" her features are soft and noble without being great and awful." 

Coleridge. 

I "'v As never so 1nuch delighted with any scenery as 
with that of the approach to Grenada. All along 
the coast it was beautiful ; the little bays, the ever
green hills, the cultivated valleys, and the pretty 
town or village of Gouyave, with the merchant ships 
lying before the estates where they were loading, pre
sented, as we passed them, an appearance far more 
lovely than I expected; but when the balmy gale of 
th_e morning freshened into a lively breeze, and our 
little · sloop scudded •into the bay ; then the scenery 
that burst upon our view was such as t~ defy the 
powerful skill of the artist, or the vivid imagination 
of the poet. 

George Town, as seen from the bay, appeared n1ore 
beautiful and well built tha~ any other of the West 
India to-wns I had witnessed; it was surrounded on 
all sides by a hill, and the streets ran regularly up 
from the bay to its summit. On the right this hill 
extended towards the sea, where it rose into a round 
and rocky eminence that fell abruptly_ off, and fanned 
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a base for the citadel off oft George, which, with its 

cannon pointed to the· ocean and the signals waving 

on its staff, formed a strong defence to the entrance 

of the Carenage. On the left it rose gradually to a 
more lofty height, on which w-ere erected the fortifi

cations of Hospital Hill, and a long ridge, which falls 

towards· the middle, connects this fort ,vith the Rich

mond Heights, which form the back ground of the 

scene, sloping off into a long and irregular line of 
land · that projects far into the sea, and is called· 

Point Saline. 

It was about two o'clock in the afternoon when we 

rounded Fort George, and running in_to the Care

nage, ·came to anchor close to the wharf, and stepped 

upon the land, without the trouble of getting into a· 

boat, exactly opposite to the very comfortable resi

dence of the officei; in charge of the Commissariat 

department, with whom I. dined and spent the re

mainder of the ·day. 

Under the· hospitable roof of this gentleman · I 

remained until I had suited myself with a dwelling 
·more to my taste than any residence -1 had before 

occtipied in the West Indies. 
· The house was built of solid stone, and to the 

height of thre.e stories above the ground : on the two 

first dwelt the maker of this little book, while on the· 

ground •floor the officers of his Majesty's customs, con

sisting of Collector, Comptroller, Searchers, Waiters, 

and Clerks were wont to deposit their seizures and 

their cash, and to receive the duties on all commo

dities imported to the flourishing colony of Grenada. 
AA 
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_ , My natural curiosity did -not -allow me to remain 

long in the town without making myself acquainted 
with every nook and corner, and now my description 
may enable . me to transfer some of the same sort of 
knovvledge to my reader. -

For three. reasons the little island of Grenada de
serves to he distinguished frorp the other- Antilles. 
Its scenery is essentially its own; -its ·town, to wit, 
Georgetown, is like, no other in the West Indies ; and 
its inhabitants of color for1n a class as decidedly 
different frorn those of the same hue in the other 
islands -as from the fairer -or -more sable- natives of 
their own. But more of this anon. 

If Georgetown be beautiful from the sea it is still 
more so from many points of the land : its appearance 
is greatly superior to the generality of West India 
capitals ; its houses are of stone, neatly built, mor~ 
tasty and E~ropean, and therefore n1ore pretty and 
substantial than those black-looking wooden affairs; 
with shingled roofs and· brick pillars, which commonly 
disfigure the towns in the tropics. Its streets-but 
here my praise ceases, and my criticism beginso 
Verily, if I were his majesty of the lower . regions, 
as,- thank Heaven, I am not, -. I ·would take the said 
streets of Georgetown as a model for 1ny purgatorial 
pave1nent :-really the stones are more pointed· than 
the personalities of Mr. B-, or . the ,vitticisms of 
Mr. H-- ,_ for indeed they are full of point: - there is 
the J?Oint celestial, the point terrestrial, and the point _ -
direct, and it is this last that proves, al;)ove all 
others, so galling to all classes of pedes:crians. Oh, 
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M'Adam, M'Adam ! how often and how ardently 

have I wished that some of thy followers could find 

their way to this little island, and smooth the path-

. ways of this little tow·n, leaving one street, and one 
- . 

only, in · its present state of paved and penetrating~ 

durability ; there the proud man and the penitent 

might perambulate together, the former to gain hu"'. 

mility and corns, the latter to punish himself for past 

sins, and to find a certain remedy for not committing 

them in future. 

- The said streets are moreover hilly to a miracle, 

a truth which is ratified by the poet, who says, 

"' Art work'd to build, and built the little town, 
'' The houses all in excellent array, 

" The streets now rising up, now sloping down, 
'' As the proud hillocks have inclined the way." 

I have often wished the said proud hillocks at the 

devil; or at all events, that art had built the houses 

in another position. The reader has doubtless a very 

good idea of the ups and downs of life-most readers 

have-these are terrible enough, but not .half so 

terrible are they as the ups and downs of George
town in Grenada. One I would particttlarly men

tion, called Constitution Hill ; it · slopes from the 

market-place upward to the road, and from the road 

, downward to the market-place, and I have seen One 

or two persons descend it on horseback. Munchausen 
would have toid you that the heels of the rider's 

horse were exactly on a level with his own head ; 
but _I will merely say that the mount is little short 

of perpendicular; and that he who is foolhardy 
AA2 
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enough to perform the aforementioned f~at of eques-. 
trian agility would do wisely to take the previous 

" precaution of insuring his life, and even then would 
be placing his neck in · a predi~ament . by no means 
enviable. So much for the hills of the capitaL 

I found the stores of Georgetown larger, more 
English, and more superb than any I had seen else
where; several ·· of them equal in appearance to the 

shops in Oxford Street, ·with 'handsome counters and 
fine rows of shelves ; still they were stores-every 
one sold every thing-no . one confined himself to a 

single article. 
I may here ren1ark that it would be almost an 

affront to call a store a shop, for by this you infer 
that the vV est Indian is a shopkeeper, whereas he is 
no such thing; he is a merchant. Shopkeeper is an 
obsolete term· in the tropics. All who are not mer
chants are hucksters, and all who are not hucksters 
are merchants, and the two have no connexion. A 
French author fells us, that " les deux extremes 
'' touchent ;" but here_ we have deux extremes qui 
ne touchent point; extremes, to·o, which have no con
necting link, ·no intervening medium to bind the one 
to the other. vVhoever. is a merchant is a gentleman, 
whoever is a huckster is. no gentleman; now in Eng
land there is a middle class : the merchant is the 
highest man-of business, the retail vender of farthing 
rushlights is the lowest, and the between man is a 
respectable tradesman. _ If, hovvever, there are only 
two classes of such persons in the West India towns, 
it is not the same with the mass of population; there : 
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the d,istinction is clear. · There are the white, the 

colored, and the black ; three classes, as plainly made 
out as John Bull's pikestaff pointing to the national 
debt, or a certain illustrious . personage riding ·at a 
jog trot pace on the high _ road to perdition. 

Byt to proceed: not only in Georgetown, but in 
all the towns in the Antilles, the rum stores do thrive 
above all others ; and it js not every where that thei 
have taken the precaution used in Grenada, of oblig
ing hucksters to purchase a license for the sale of 
that liquor. 

I think I may almost venture to affirm that new 
ruin, which of all horrors is the most horrible, and of 
all detrimentals the most detrimental, is the cause of 
·many, nay, of most of those deaths among the ar1ny, 
navy, and merchant ships, so erroneously imputed to 
cli1nate, and it appears that no power can keep it 
either fro1n the soldiers or the sailors. If Jack goes 
on shore, Jack gets drunk .; the consequence is that 
Jack gets a fever, and Jack dies. In the garrisons 
the greatest severity and the most unabated vigilance 
may be employed by the officers of a corps to keep 
the rum fro1n the soldiers, but to no purpose. The 
"guards are prohibited-to let it pass, the men are for
, bidden to fetch it ; but the women, kind, obliging 
creatures that they -are, contriv~ 'a thousand ways and 
n1eans to do the goodnatured thing : · a bottle of rum 
is easily concealed; a basket, a petticoat, or a· pillow
case will form an innocent covering ;· they are doing 
no hann, they are conunitting no crin1e ;- they are 
q uieting their husbands and their conscience, and ,, 



358 ' FOUR YEARS RESIDENCE 

moreover, insuring a 1noderate share of the said 
wholesome beverage for · themselves; so they convey 
bottle after bottle into the barracks, and the men 
drink till they die of drinking, and the climate bears 
the blame. The negroes at their w·ork sometimes 

sing to the following effect : 

" Sangaree da kill de captain, 
" Oh lor, he must die ; 

i' New rum kill de sailor, 
" Oh lor, he must d1e ; 

" Hard work kill de nigger, 
" Oh lor, he must die," &c. 

And although I must take the liberty of differing 
fro1n my sable brethren as to the positive truth of the 
latter assertion, yet the two former remain undoubted 
and confessed. Therefore as West India towns in 
general are full of rum shops, I would advise all the 
colonies to follow the example of Grenada, and reduce 
their numbers by instituting licenses, and extorting 
fines from such as dare to sell rum without. 

The long hillock or neck of land that -connects 
Fort George with Hospital Hill als.o divides the 
Carenage from the larger portion of the town which 
contains the market-place, and looks upon the bay. 
· On this hill are -built some of the principal houses, 
the church, and the parsonage. At its extremity is 
the court house, and nearly opposite the Ron1an 
Catholic- chapel. Before arriving at these you be
hold a road which, on one side, slopes down that 
terrific hill of paved, pointed, and ~ pe~pendicular 
1nen1ory before-1nentioned · to the rnarket-place belo"N, 
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and on the other branches off in two directions, one 
leading to the Carenage, the other· to the residence 
of his Excellency the Governor. These, as far as 
the houses extend, are called Upper and Lower 
Montserrat. · 

.· The Carenage is a large basin -of water, with a 
superb wharf, an extensive l~goon, and a harbor, the · 

most _safe, beautiful, and commodious in the .West 

Indies. It _ is weH defended by the surrounding for
tifications of Fort George, Hospital Hill, and the 
Ric.hmond Heights; .it is supplied py an aqueduct 

with the pul'est -Water that falls continually into the 
sea, and it is rendered charming by the surpassing 
lo_veliness of the scenery that encircles it on - all 
sides. 

· The principal merchants of Grenada reside in the 

Carenage ; - and all along the wharf, towards the 

· further end, there are ship-yards provided with every 
cOnvenien~e for building sloops, schooners, and drog
hers. . The place is, therefore, one continued Scene 
of bustle ; and noises, many and mingled, assail the 

ears from every quarter. The merchant ships lie at 
anchor in the basin · on ~ne -side, _facing the town, 
8-nd on the other, looki~g towards Belmont pasture 
lands and _the surroun~ing est&tes. 

The Lagoon is a very fine piece of water, deep 
~ enough, in many places, to float a seventy-four ·gun 

ship: it wou,ld have made a beautiful harbor, almoSt 
superior to the Carenag.e itself, but it is divided from 
the basin by a reef, which is only passable in boats; 
so advantageous was it considered as a ha:rb9r, that 
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in 1784 . the legislature of Grenada voted the sum of 
twenty thousand pounds to join the Lagoon to the 
Carenage; this; however, was never effected. 

The Carenage has greatly and often suffered by 
destructive fires. On the 27th of December, 1771, 
it was reduced to ashes, and the loss was estimated 
at two hundred thousand pounds sterling : it was 
again destroyed on the I st of N ove1nber, I_ 77 5, a~d 
the damage amounted to five hundred thousand 
pounds ; and in 1792 it again shared the same fate. 

In the other portion of the town the market-place 
is the most conspicuous object. It is a square piece 
of ground, 0f considerable dimensions, ,urrounded 
by houses irregularly built, the lower rooms of which 
are generally stores of minor importance, a~d con
taining a cage for runaway slaves, a few trees, and 
one or two bu.tchers' stalls : it is also used . as a place 
of execution, and as a parade ground for the militia 
troops. Th_e streets, . from the market-place, lead in 
different directions, some to . the river, some to the 
Bay, and others to the Carenage. 

In the Bay there are seldom 1nany ships, as the 
Carn ash forms the grand receptacle. Along _the beach 
is a street extending, not far and wide, but far and 
narrow, and containing Jt few good houses, amongst 
which is the post office, and a great many hucksters' 
stores, and dirty little hovels, belonging to some of ,. 
those ~h~ have already experienced the blessings of 
emancipation. · I would have the reader see the 
dwellings and the condition of some of these before 
he votes for the present freedom of the slaves, and I 
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can tell him that he will never dream of exclaiming 

" Oh, fortunati nimium.'' 

The public buildings of GeorgetoWn are the court
house, the church, the jail, the Roman Catholic 
chapel, the methodist meeting-house, the custom
house, and the offices of the secretary and treasurer. 

The court-house is a very fine building, with 
every accommodation for the barristers, who al ways 

plead in their gowns, and convenient rooms for the 
meeting of the council and assembly. It is built of 
stone, and -provided with appropriate outhouses. 

The jail is of c~nsiderable dimensions, with a yard 
and treadmill. It is situated in the street leading 
to the Carenage, and totally apart from the court

house, al!d with it is , inclosed the residence of. the 
· jailor. As the apartment that contains the treadmill 
is close to the street, it may be heard ever and anon 
making its revolving motion, and producing, as it 
works, the most beneficial effect. I really think it is 

the best mode of punishing the slaves. Coleridge 

says, ·" it must accompany every step in the process 
of ·emancipation." 

The church of Georgetown is beautifully situated 

on a sort of green platform, and close by it is the 

parsonage house. .. It is a very pretty building, wi_th 
a neat spire and an ·excellent clock, which was .the 
gift of Governor Matthews : and, to render its ex

ternal appearance perfectly uniq~e, it only requires 
that the Platform on which it is erected should be 
enclosed .with _an iron .railing. Its internal arrange-
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ment is . plain and simple, yet beautiful and conve
nient; and it is, aJtogether, far superior in taste, 
comfort, and appearance t? the huge building in 
St. Vincent, which has cost so much to so little 

purpose. 
The Catholic chapel is a long wooden building, 

to the end of which, near the roof, is pending a large 
and somewhat rusty iron bell, the ding dong dell of 
which is by no means musical, although it answers 
the purpose of su1nmoning the congregation to the 
presence of . their priest. The . chapel is not hand
some, but possesses the necessary internal conveni
ences. 

The Methodist meeting-house is _a stone building, 
in Low£r Montserrat, not beautiful, but substantial 
to a miracle : it is cool, airy, and co1nf ortable? and 
generally filled with a numerous congregation . . 

The reader does not, . perh~ps, imagine _ that I 
penned this description of Grenada after a year's 
residence in the· island, y·et so it is. I was then 
acquainted not only with the town, but with the 
country, and wi~h the general state of things in the 
colony. These and more than these I will describe 
in due time : but as I left the place in a • short time, 
not for another island, but for the beloved shores of 
my own, and as, in that short time, I did not greatly 
increase or extend my knowledge and experienee of 
the state o( slavery, I shall now enter on that serious 

~ 

subject with a serious tone, and lay aside, awhile, 
that light and, perhaps, frivolo·us style which has 

characterise~ the forn1er pages of this voln1ne ; and 
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·which I may resume towards its ~nd, since it is, 

perchance, best calculated to destroy that monotony 

which generally attends a straight forward description 
even of the most interesting places. 

Before commencing, however, to express my opi
nions on emancipation, opinions which I · have been 

nearly four years in forming, I must again remind 
my readers that I have no interest in the West Indies 
or even among West Indians ; and when I assert this 
fact so often, and -so positively, I entreat them to regard · 

· those opinions as the unbiased and unprejudiced 

-sentiments of a man who, when expressing then1, 
declares, again and again, that he has no other motive 

but .that of nzaking known the truth. 



364 
, 

l"OUR YEARS RESIDENCE 

CHAPTER XLII. 

SLAVERY AS IT IS-THE NEGRO AND THE PEASANT

QUESTION OF EMANCIPATION. 

" Unless we are infatuated by the mere sound of a word, we 
"must acknowledge that the power of -doing whatever a man 
' ' pleases, if unaccompanied by some moral stimulus which shall 
" insure habitual industry and correct the profligate propensities 
" of savage nature, is so far from being a step in advance, that it 
'' is rather a stride backwards ; instead of being a blessing it is 
" plainly a curse."-Coleridge. 

THAT slavery is an evil, and an evil of the first 
magnitude, few will pretend to deny : that every evil 
should be remedied if possible is another important 
truism; but if the remedy be more dangerous than 
the disease, if the antidote be more injurious than 
the bane, we ought in no case to apply either the one 
or the other, and that a hasty emancipation would 
be more dangerous than slavery in its existing state, 
hard as the task may prove, I will endeavour to 
explain. 

Bad habits are not conquered in .a day, and slavery 
has existed for ages. That nefarious and abominable 
trade in which man bartered with man for the sale of 
his fellow creatures, had no sooner sprung into 
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being, than it was allowed, encouraged, and pro-

tected by the British government. _ . 

British ships imported their victims to the planta

tions ; and civilised nations forgot that black men 

should ~e free by all the laws of reason and of right,. 

when they remembered, that by making them slaves, 

they could enrich their coffers and cultivate their 

lands. In time the wealth of the Colonies increased, 

and with it the wealth of England, then the trade 

became as common as sin, a-nd ves8els ·were as regu

larly sent for their cargoes . of Africans as they ·are 

now for their cargoes of sugar. 

Men, women, and children, were huddled together 

in their dark, stifling, and ·gloomy prison-houses ; 

their wants unheeded, their comforts forgotten, and 

humanity abused. The savage beings who had charge 

o_f them regarded not the misery of their victims, 

but mocked the woe of their captives with sounds of 

r·evelry and joy. The song was merrily sung, 

-----''the cup 
n Was gaily drawn ~nd quaff'd, 

'' An<;l when the hollow groan came up 
? From the dark hold, they laughed." 

" Mid howl and yell, and shuddering moan, 
'' The scourge, the clanking chain; 

" The cards were dealt, the dice were thrown, 
'' They staked their share of gain." 

And when disease and sickness fell deep and heavy 
on the heads of thousands of the chained, when the 

~ufferings of · the body were added to those of the 

1nind, 



366 ' FOUR YEARS RESIDENCE 

" They dared not move, they could not weep, 
" They could but lie and moan ; 

'' Some, not in mercy, to the deep, 
" Like damaged wares, were thrown." 

But this was not all. When they were landed, 
when they were sold, when they were given over to 
their inhuman n1asters, and sent to toil in woe for 
others, and to gain ,vealth for white men by the 
sweat of their brow, then, no a11owance was made 
either for their indignation or their pain; and they 
were soothed for the miseries of their voyage, and 
for the dreadful separation from all they held most 
dear, with the scoffings of an inhuman driver, or the 
barbarous application of the whip. And so they 
toiled on and resisted not ; for they had drunk the 
dreadful cup of slavery to the very dregs, and the 
bitter draught had crushed their spirits, and broken 
their hearts. Where then, I ask, was tlie penetration 
and the humanity of Englishmen; that they saw and 
pitied not, or if they saw and pitied, called not for 
emancipation? -

That Great Britain, however, did see, and not only 
saw, but encouraged the importation, as well as the 
maintenance, of slaves, is as positive and certain as it 
was culpable and disgraceful. Thrice did our Colo
nies endeavour to discourage this barter of their 
fellow creatures ; thrice did · they attempt to, limit, 

and once e!1tirely to destroy this abominable impoi'ta
tion ; and thrice did E~gland venture to thwart those 
endeavours, and to .resist those attempts. Thrice did 
she declare, by means of her Board of Trade, " that 
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~, ·she could not allow the Colonies to check or dis
" courage in any degree a trqffic so benefi,cial to the 
" nation.~' * 

However, thanks be to God and to humanity, that 

nefarious traffic has been discontinued, and slavery 

itself has cast off the· rude habit of barbarism, and 

put on the fairer garb of amelioration and improve

ment. The light of religion has dawned in upon the 

children of the chained; and education is spreading 

far and wide its glorious rays, · and preparing t~e 

sfaves for freedom and emancipation ; blessingS 

which _they have an undoubted right to claim, but 

blessings which it would be an injustice, and even a 

cruelty, not to their master, for he may have reaped his 

golden harvest of wealth, and filled his coffers by 

their labors, but. to the1nselves and to their children, 

to bestow upon them in their pres~nt state. 

. · What this present state is the people of England 
know not-because they know not, they conjecture,-. 

and those- conj.ectures lead them as far from the truth 

as the fair and boyish dreams of happiness and bliss 

are from the experience of those bitter realities-care 

and sorrow. To say, however, that Englishmen had 

so conjectured without reason "'.:ould be to do them 

an injustice; they have had reasons_, but those 

reasons were drawn from ill sources; from works· 
published iri open day, and containing misstatements, 

perhaps not intentionally wrong, but at all events . 

urif ounded and untrue a The fact is, that men, lovers. 

of freedom, would to Heaven they had been lovers of 

Vide "Ba~clay's Present 'Stat€ of Slavery in the :\Vest Indies." 
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truth, have written elaborate works on slavery with
out ever having travelled beyond their o,vn loved 
land of liberty; and authors have brought forward 
productions on the tropic islands, who have never felt 
the glorious warmth of a tropic sun. It is not the 
readers but the ·writers ·of . such books that are to be 
blamed;· they are false, but they have· mad·e a deep 
impression · which it will be· difficult for truth to 

dispel. 
It is slavery in its existing state that I am now 

about to devel6pe and explain ; and if my statements, 
in which I describe only what I have see·n, state
ments derived from the experience which ; "Four 
Years' Residence in the West Indies" cannot fail to 
afford to a man of moderate observation ; statements 
~vhich I can avow to be true, and what is more, to 
be disinterested. If these, I say, have not the effect 
of convincing some who have not perused the works 
alluded to, and of undeceiving others who have 
perused them, why, then it shall not be for want of 
effort on my part, but for want of credulity on theirs. 
However~ " Nous verrons." 

To say that the slaves in general are as happy as 
the lower class of poor in England, would be to fix 
upon them the stamp of misery; for though there are 
those who would deceive us, though there are those 
who would tell -us that England is in the midst of 
her prosperity, and that her poor, while they are 
breathing the light air of liberty, are eating the 
sweet bread of joy; yet, thank Heaven, we have eyes 
and we have ears, and while. the fonner are open to 
the truth, the latter will be closed upon . the decep-
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tion. We have the Starving at our doors, and we 

see the hungry and the houseless in every nook and 

corner of our great metropolis·; and if to be starving 

and hungry and houseless be the happiness of our_ 

poor, why then:, I say, to place this on a level witk the 
happiness of the slaves, is like comparing the bitter 

and unpleasant taste of wormwood to the sweet and 

-grateful flavor of honey. 

There are a few slaves who because they belong 

to impoverished masters are themselves in an in1-

.poverished state. · It is easy to suppose that a man 

who finds with difficulty the means of supporting 

h_imself and family, will have but. little to bestow 

upon his slave. Of negroes placed in such situa

tions I shall say _ more hereafter ; at present, I must 

speak in a general sense, without alluding to excep

tions ; and I will begin with stating, that the slaves 

are totally free from the cares, the troubles, the

poverty, and even the labor and anxieties of the 

British poor. And I will now detail the circum

stances which render then1 so. 

-In the~ first place, the slave has a comfortable 

furnished dwelling for which he pays no rent, and, 
what is still better, no . taxes; and this I believe is 

a blessing which -Englishmen, high or low, have 

seldom enjoyed. Indeed the national taxes, and, the 

national debt, are Jike Guy ~Fa "vkes and gunpowder 

treason--" they will never be forgot.'' 
Secondly, the slave is under no apprehension of 

being separated from his family. The houses appro

priated to the negroes are built in a cluster ; families 
B B 
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reside together, and are prohibited by law from being 
sold to different masters; and Mr. Barclay tells us, 
that " families are not only sold together, but in 
general they are allowed to choose a master for 
themselves. And he shortly after adds, that " pur
chases of negroes often cannot be effected, in conse
quence of their dislike to go to the plantation they 
are wanted for ; and the removal of the1n never is 
attempted but -with· their own free consent and. ap
probation." 

Thirdly, slaves if attacked by bodily illness and 
disease experience no uneasiness beyond that caused 
by personal pain. They have the opinions of a skil
ful physician, and the attendance of a careful ·nurse; 
and -every medicine, cordial, or even luxury, which. 
the former may prescribe, the latter scrupulously 
· administers. Their health is preserved from interest 
as well as from humanity. On their death-bed they 
are never troubled with the painful knowledge that 
they are leaving behind them a starving wife, or 
helpless children ; they know that the same master 
who has protected them will protect their offspring; 
and feed them to their hearts' content,-even though it 
be with the bread of slavery. 

· Fourthly, they are provided with clothing suited 
to the cliinate ; they have a regular allowance of 
provisions dealt out to theni, and in their ·reception 
of these1 but of the clothing more especially, they 

· show· an independence and a scrutiny that could 
hardly be expected in a slave. Scrupulous of ob
taining their full measure, and extren1ely tenacious 
of partiality, they will refuse any thing that is either 
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damaged or worse in texture and appearance than 
that ,vhich is dealt out to their fellow slaves. 

· Fifthly, their labor is very moderate, and well 
proportioned to their powers. It commonly com
mences at sunrise and ceases at sunset, except in 
crop time, and it is considerably less than that of 

a British peasant. During the day, they have a 
proper time allotted for their meals, and they have 

twenty-four hours in the week, besides the Sabbath, 
to cultivate their land or carry their stock to market. 

Sixthly, they have the Sabbath day to them
selves-may attend divine service, and receive the 

benefit of instruction, moral and religious. 

Seventhly, they have all a certain portion of ground 

attached to their huts, which, independent of the pro

vision it yields, generally produces an overplus that 
sells to ad vantage. 

Eighthly, they may and do keep fowls, pigs, 

poultry, goats, and live stock of every description, 
with the exception of horses, which they are pro

hibited to keep, but to which prohibition · they fre

quently pay no regard. 

Ninthly, they are liable to punishments; punish

ments, however, which very frequently, for actual 

crimes, do not exceed those which Englishmen receive 
... 

for petty offences. 

Having thus far enu~erated the cqmforts and pri

vileges that render the slaves free from the cares and 

anxieties of the British poor, it re1nains for me to- ex

plain whether or not they are happy and contented 

with ihose comforts and privileges. 
Bn2 
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I-Iappiness is generally visible by some external 
indications ; and if the dark desponding look, that 
speaks unutterable woe, be the common sign of 
misery-so is the bright smile that illumines the 

countenance of man a type· of the happiness that 
reigns in his heart. 

If then external appearances denote happiness we 
may draw from these the inference that the slaves are 
happy. I have seen them under every circumstance, 
and never without those light and buoyant spirits, 
that joyous and unrestrained clatter, those lively and 
often keen and ·witty sallies which so eminently 
characterise them: above all, the children enjoy them
selves, but then childhood is that blissful and un
thinking season of our lives when we are joyous in 
spite of ourselves. 

I an1 now about to advance an argument in which 
I know not how far I may be joined by my readers. 
I am . about to contend that if a slave be really happy 
in his slavery he is by no rneans fit for emancipation. 
If he feel that he enjoys blessings and privileges of 
no common order-that he is provided with all the 
nec·essaries and comforts he can desire; and if con
tented with that feeling he exclaim " what do I 
want more?" I maintain that he is not prepared for 

. freedom ; but if on the contrary he say, " I am 
housed, fed, clothed, and nourished, but what is all 
this wit~out liberty r' then I say that he is entitled 
to the emancipation he desires. _ 

That the slaves however are, generally speaking, 
contented, is a fact which all who have seen the 

' 
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West Indies will join me in asserting. Those among 

thein (and these certainly form the majority) whom 

planters term the most sensible, and · Englishmen the 

most degraded of beings, afe really and positively 

happy in their enslaved condition ; they know that 

condition to be greatly improved, and they feel that 

it is greatly improving; there are others, however, 

who desire freedom, but they desire it, not for its 

glorious · self, but for the pleas~nt life they imagine 

they would then pass;-· na·m-ely, that of having nothing 

to do, and for the power which it woUld give them 

ovef their· present masters: they have besides an idea 

that on· receiving emancipation they will still be 

allowed to retain their dwelling, land, and produce, 

on their master's property, and they forget that 

food, clothing, and the attendance of the physician 

will be immediately withdrawn. I have repeated this 

fact to many of the slaves, and they ~ppeared per

fectly astonished and even confounded at the in

forin3.tion. When they were undeceived, however, 

they invariably disclaimed any further ideas of en1an

cipation, and positively declared that they had no wish 

to be free. One man in · particular replied to my in

quiries whether he sti_ll persisted in his former desire, 

" No, massa, no; me lose house, n1e lose clothes, me 

lose meat, n)e lose all me hab in de world, me get 

sick, what me do den ?'' 

I would not however have this feeling encouraged 

·among the slaves. I would rather that they did 

desire emancipation, but that they desired it witd 
I 

nobler motivese 
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Education and religion are two of the faires t 
flowers that adorn the beautiful garden of the mind ; 
in th.ose distant isles they have been long blasted by 

the rude and cheerless winter of ignorance; they have 
lately budded, and they are now beginning to blos
som. I will hope with Englishn1en that they may 
~oon ripen into a fair and grateful fruit. When that 
d,ay shall arrive, the feelings o~ the slave will be 
softened and refined, the energies of his mind will be 
called forth, and the latent spirit that has long been 
dormant in his soul will be roused to action and to 
life ; he will see and know what a glorious thing 
liberty is, and he will desire it, not because it eman
cipates him from labor, but because it enables him 
to labor in indep~ndence and in peace. Mark me, 
I have said " when that day shall arrive," it has not 
yet arriv~d, but it may be hastened or delayed by the 
energy or the idleness of those on whom devolves the . 
task of educating the slaves, and of instilling into 
their n1inds the principles of n;iorality and religion. 
-This is of course a gradual work, and that is why I 
assert that a gradual emancipation will be a benefit 
to the planter and a blessing to the slave, while a 
hasty emancipation would be an unjust and a danger
ous thing· both t~ the one and to the other. 

In thus ieviewing the present state of slavery, and 
in considering the advan!ages or disadvantages that 
would arise from present emancipation, the reader 
will see that I do not plunge into those violent and 
sometirnes scurrilous arguments with which some, 
personally interested in the event, have .injured the 
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cause they intended to defende I do not indulge in 

invectives against Messrs. Wilberforce, ;Buxton, or 

Macauley; on the contrary, I am willing,, to allow, 
that those gentlemen have been act~ated by the best 
of motives, and that, in many cases, their exertions 
have produced the best effects ; nevertheless I con

sider that an over zeal may prove injurious to any 
cause; and though I am in heart and soul an English

man and a lover of freedom, though I desire as much 
as any man the emancipation of the slaves, yet I 

would not be inconsiderate and unthinking enough to 
vote for that sudden emancipation, without a know

ledge of the state of things, and a foresight of the 
consequences that were likely to ·ensue :-that know
ledge I have, those consequences I foresee, and I 
therefore sincerely hope . that LIBERTY nzay be 
given to the slaves, but that it may not be given now. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

L1VES OF ESTATE NEGHOES-AFRICANS AND CREOLES 

-GRADUAL EMANCIPATION. 

" When the relative state of the master and slave is properly 
considered, it will be seen that this race of men are not the 
wretched creatures they are believed to be." 

Sketches and Recollections of the West Indies. 

" I look to the gradual and safe abolition of slavery, in which, 
not the individual should be set free, but the state itself should 
expire." Canning. 

THE reader is, perhaps, aware that the gre~ter num- . 
ber of slaves in the West Indies were born on the 
plantations to which they belong, and that their 
attachment, if they feel any to such places, ;must 
have grown ,vith their growth and strengthened with 
their strength : that they do feel such attach1nent is 
evident for reasons hereafter to be told. 

Those slaves who were born, fed, nurtured, and 
grew up in slavery, are not to be regarded in the 
same light as those who, from being free, have been 
made slaves; and who have been brougl?.t from their 
native country to serve masters in a foreign land. 
Years have rolled ~way since the abolition of the 
slave trade, and, consequently, the race of Africans 

I 

now in the colonies is nearly extinct, at all events 
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the n1ajority is great among the creole slaves. It is 

clear that these, in their present state of ignorance, 

have powerful reasons for being contented with their 

condition, which the Africans have, or rather had not. 

I have alr~ady observed that they have not yet ac

quired the spirit of freedom, and that, consequently, 

they do not understand the maxim that liberty and 

independence, even though accompanied by poverty, 
are better than the best state of an ens1aved con
dition. 

The old African was brought to the colonies when 

. slavery was in the height of its cruelty; that cruelty 
he was necessitated to endure, he did endure it, and 

though he now enjoys, with others,. the benefits of 
amelioration ; though near and dear connexions,· in 

his present abode, may have weaned him from the 
ties of his childhood, yet, be assured, he retains a 

strong impression of the endurance of early cruelties, 
and,. at all events, a faint one of the enjoyment of 
early freedom. T ime and custom have habituated 

him to slavery-better treatmellt may have quieted 

his indignation and calmed his desire of revenge 

-a home, children, and grandchildren may have 

repaid him in some measure for the ties he left 

behind, yet he .must have felt his wrongs, and, ·even 
if he felt them with the sullen and less · acute feelings 
of an i1neducated mind, yet he did feel them·, and 

his sufferings deserved the sympathy of the humane. 

With all classes of creole slaves, but more espe

cially with (he latter generation, the case is far othe~--
. wise. The chubby urchin, who is to be fed -.with 
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the bread of slavery, is born on the plantation to 
which his father belongs ; he is reared in the nursery 
of the estate with a hundred more, who are, like 
himself, the off spring of slaves ; he is well fed, well 
clothed, well nurtured, not torn from his home, not 
separated from his parents. As he increases in years 
he is kept from idleness, but not wearied with toil ; 
he passes his youth in light occupation, working in 
the same circle with brothers, · sisters, and relatives. 
In his manhood he has a house by the home of his 
fathers, and a wife from the family of his friends. 
His offapring are protected by the same master and 
nurtured on the same estate; his cottage, his garden, 
his little stock of domestic animals are all for his 
own use and advantage. When overtaken by the 
infirmities of decrepit age, he is at _once liberated 
from labor, he spends his declining years among the 
scenes of his childhood, he sees his children and 
grandchildren treading in the paths which he has 
trod before, better, indeed, from the education and 
instruction they are now receiving, as well as from 
the benefits they derive by in1provement and amelio
ration ; better too because the gloomy darkness of 
ignorance is vanishing before the holy light of reli
gion; he has still his friends around him, time, in 
its rapid flight has overtaken them as well as himself 

- ' 
and those who ·were the playmates of his infancy 
are beco~e the coin panions of his age ; _finally, he 
sinks into the grave, he dies as he was born and as 
he has lived, an enslaved and dependent, but, never-

. theless, a happy and contented being._ 



IN THE ,VEST INDIES. 379 

Such is the. general life of slaves on estates. To 

say, however, that it always passed in the same un

ruffied and uninterrupted manner would be to advance 

an absurdity; the freest man that lives is not without 

his cares, his troubles, and his disappointments, and 

slaves are subject to the same. Slaves, as well as 

.other men, have their virtues and their vices, and 

those virtues and vices bring with them appropriate 

pu!}ishments and rewards. That the negroes, how

ever, are never punished without reason, and, that 

they are frequently not sufficiently punished when 

there is good reason, is an assertion which all who 

·have visited our colonies will affirm. 

When I say all who ·have visited our colonies, I 

mean all those who have visited them lately; for I 

am not speaking of slavery as it did, but as it does 
exist, when I do it will be to prove the amelioration 

of the present by exposing the barbarities of the past; 

to show how that amelioration has been effected by 
humanity, education,.and religion; to stimulate those 

who have begun the great work to exert themselves, 

to continue it with spirit, and, finally, to complete it 

with glory. If they do exert themselves, and if their 

exertions are encouraged by those who ought to 

encourage them, in a few years the work will be 

completed, and the safety and necessity of the future 

emancipation will be as palpable, as is now the dan

ger and uselessness of the present. 
The life I have been describing is the general life 

of slaves on estates, and it is not an overdrawn picture; · 

it is not a vision -of my fancy, a thing of which f 
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have dreamt, but a plain tale of facts which I have 
seen and known'. 
, I do not, however, advance my statements as being 
without exceptions ; I know that there are others 
among the slaves besides the contented and the 
happy ; I know that there are the miserable, the 
cheerless, and desponding, the misanthropical, the 
gloomy, and · morose, but these are only exceptions, 
and exceptions which will be found in the happiest 
nation under heaven; these, however, shall be no
ticed, and I hope fairly and impartially, but I am 
no,v speaking generally, and detailing the condition 
of slaves on estates, separating them even from the 
domestic and town negroes, which, like the excepted 
and the unhappy, must be spoken of alone. 

I believe that the great mass of population in 
England seek the freedom of the slave because they 
commiserate his condition, and believe him to be ill 
treated; and, moreover, because they judge from their 
o,vri feelings, and think no man can be happy who is 
not free. That is a noble princip1e, but -I have 
already said that it is not the principle of the slave, 
·he displays not half the earnestness and anxiety 
which Englishmen express for his fate. Honorable 

. members make long speeches on the matter, and, 
session after session, the question of emancipation is 
discussed in the House, while the slave, the· object 
of so m~ch dispute, the injured being whose wrong~ 
are numbered, and whose sufferings are described 
vvith such a pathetic appeal to the feelings and the 
hearts of Englishmen, is singing in the houses of 
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rum, sugar, and molasses; or smoking his pipe under 

the shade of a ·plantain bush-happier than a prince 

and more contented than a peasant ; too ignorant to 

care for freedom, and therefore not in a fit state to 
enjoy it. 

Like the rest of my countrymen, however, I vote 

for his emancipation, but for different reasons; not 

· because I pity his condition, for I know that he can 

seldom be better, and that he will. often be worse in a 

state of liberty, but because no man has a right to 

make a slave of another; still, I repeat that it must 

be gradual, and that since" we have done that which 

we ought not to have done/' by injuring and depriving 

him of his righ~, and as "we have left undone that 

which we ought to have done," by leaving him too 

long without education and religious instruction, we 

must .leave these to perform their work before we can 

repay him for those injuries and restore him to those 

rights. 

Let us suppose that a monarch, offended with his 

subject, had confined him in the dark and gloomy 

cells of a dungeon, which the light of day had never 

penetrated; that years had rolled a way; as they do 

roll, in quick and terrible sucCession; that the king 

repented of his severity, and was willing to repay his 

prisoner for the injuries he had · sustained, and to 

restore him to the enjoyment of his liberty. Think 

ye that he would do the generous deed by tearing off 

the roof of the infernal dungeon, and suddenly ad

mitting the fearful and terrific glare, the dazzling 
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and majestic splendor, of a glorious and brilliant 
sun ; ,vould it not blind the prisoner instead of being 
welcome to his sight; but if, on the contrary, he were 
gradually conducted along a passage where the light, 
from being at first faint and gloomy, by degrees grew 
clearer and more distinct, until at length it burst 
into brilliancy and became illumined by rays from 
heaven, would he not make every step with increasing 
satisfaction, and finally be happy in the possession of 
that which he had so long foregone. 

Exactly so it is with the slaves in our Colonies. 
Long have they been confined in the dark and cheer
less dungeons of slavery, superstition, and ignorance, 
and never has the light of freedom dawned in upon 
them; were we to admit it suddenly they would 
become blind, from the mightiness of · its splendor 
and the brilliancy of its rays; therefore, it is our duty 
gradually to prepare the1n for it with kindness, by 
education and religion, and when these shall have 
illumined their souls they will be enabled to grasp 
the glorious torch of liberty, and to hold it firm in 
happiness, in safety, and in joy. 

For the purpose of more fully convincing my 
readers of the necessity of gradual- emancipation, I 
shall continue to detail the state ·of slavery in all its 
branches, comparing the present with the past, and 
afterwards _ I \vill end/eavor to explain the slaves 
themselves; I mean to develope their characters, with 
which Englishmen are so little acquainted ; to des
cribe their rr1anners, their morals, and their minds ; 
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and to tell how far they are actuated by those feelings 

and passions which are predominant in the breasts of 

white men; always, as I proceed, directing the at

tention of my readers to all circumstances that may 

undeceive those whO have been deceived, and con

vince those who have ·not. 
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CHAPTER XLIV.· 

PAST CRUELTIES AND PRESENT AMELIORATION. 

" For cruel or improper punishments slaves had formerly no 
adequate redress 

" Now they are manumised and provided with an annuity for 
life; magistrates are appointed a council of protection to attend 
to their complaints." 

Barclay's present State of Slavery. 

I have already mentioned that when I spoke of 
slavery as it did exist, it would be for the purpose of 
proving the amelioration of the present by exposing 
the barbarities of the past. As those barbarities 
were frequently rendered horrible by a refinement of 

~ ~ruelty, and as they were besides co1nmitted in " num
bers numberless," I should only be imposing a task 
at once painful and disgusting to my rea~ers, by 
enumerating them in their long and almost -endless 
list. I shall therefore content myself with giving 
only a few specimenB, yet those few will . serve to 
show what a dark and dreadful thing slavery was, 
and how much the condition of the negro deserved 
the pity if excited. 

Before I begin, however, I must state, in justice to . 
the planters, that I firmly believe those cruelties are 
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as much regretted by 'the descendants of those who 

practised them as they were condemned by those who 

saw them.· I must also warn my . readers against al

lo wing themselves to imagine that the hideous stat~

ment before them is a tale of things that are. Such 

cruelties have long since ceased to be-have long 

since been, not only excluded from humanity, but 

forbidden by law; and even when they did exist, they 
often met with the punishment they deserved. 

That no punishment, however, not eve:µ the dread

ful one of death, could be sufficiently bad for the 

perpetration of the crimes I am about to narrate, vvill 

be palpable to the reader. 

On the 8th of May, in the year 181 l, the Honor

able Arthur William Hodge, Esq. was execut_ed 

behind the gaol at Tortola, for the murder of his 

slave, Prosper. The facts sworn to in the various 

statements that led to the trial, are such as no humane 

and feeling person will ·peruse, without indignation 
at the conduct of the master, and pity · for the 

sufferings of the slave~ I will now lay these facts 

before my readers as they are literally copied from 

the appendix to the sixth Report of the African Insti
tution, and from an abstract of papers laid before the 

House of Commons. 

NO. I states, that in January 1806, .a " slave, 

named Welcome, .belonging to Mr. Hodge, .was ~m

ployed by him as a hunter, to go in quest of runaway 

slaves. After hunting for four .o-r five days, he 

r~turned home unsuccessful, in consequence. of which 
CC 
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he .was laid down, by Hodge's .order, and severely cart
whipped. He was immediately sent out to hunt a 
second time, and in a few days again returned un
successful, when, with his old wounds uncured, he 
was a second time, by Hodge's order, laid down and 
severely cartwhipped. Welcome was· immediately 
sent out hunting a third time, and returning in a fe·w 

days ·with no better success, was again severely whip

ped and put in irons, with a pudding on each leg 
and a crook round his neck, and in the night was 
confined in the stocks. He was allowed little food, 
and became so weak that he could scarcely walk. In 
this condition, with dreadful sores, occasioned by his 
former whippings, he was ordered to go to a neigh
bouring estate, but being unable to walk, fell down 
on the road. He was carried home, and being again 
whipped, died the same night in consequence. 

"2. Mr. Hodge having suspected two female slaves, 
Margaret, his cook, and Else, a washerwoman, of a 
design to poison Mrs. Hodge and his children, poured 
a quantity of boiling water down their throats, and 
then whipping them and chaining them together, he 
sent them in a state of nakedness to work in the field . 
Both these slaves languished for a short time and 
then died . On the day that Margaret died, one of 
the deponents went into the kitchen_, _ and seeing· her 
stupified, asked what was the matter, on which, she 
pulled a handkerchief from her head and showed two 
very severe wounds, which she said Mr~ Hodge had 
given her. She soon after fell on her face, and, being 
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Carried to the sick house, died that evening. - Mr. 

Hodge had been heard to say that he w3.s res.olved 
neither of these women should live long. 

" ~- Some time b~fol'e the death of Margaret, on~ 
of the deponents saw in the sick house a child about 

ten years of age, named Tamoen, with its skin entirely 
off. The deponent asked the sick nurse what· was 

the matter with the child, but she refused to give an 
answer, and seemed afraid lest her master should 

know that the child had · been seen. On inquiry, 

it appeared that the child had been dipped, by 
Hodge's order, into a copper of boiling liquor. 

" 4. In the year 1807, a slave called Tom Boiler, 
a stout, hale, hearty man, was, by Hodge's order and 

in his presence, laid down and flogged without inter
mission for at least an hour. After this infliction he 
attempted to rise, but could not. He was taken up 

and carried to the sick house, whence Che never came 
out, but died in about a week. No doctor was called 
to attend hin10 

" 5. Soon after the death of Tom Boiler another 
slave, named Prosper, was, by Hodge's order and in 
his presence, laid down, and for more than an hour 

whipped without intermission. He was then taken, 
by Hodge's orders, and with hiS hands tied behind 

his back, lashed to a tree. Hodge then ordered the 
driver to use 'close quarters,' meaning by this ex

pression a more cruel and severe cartwhipping than 
is commonly used ; the whip in this case being 

shortened, and going all round the belly, and makiJ?g 
at the same time comparatively little noise. In this 

cc2 
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situation Prosper was beaten till he fainted, his head 
hanging down backwards, and was no longer able to 
cry out. He was then carried to the sick house, 

where within a fortnight he died. 
" 6. A slave, named Jupiter, about nineteen years 

of age, was, by Hodge's - orders, severely whipped, 
put in heavy irons, crook puddings, &c. and allowed 
little or nothing to eat. He was also burnt in the 

mouth with a hot iron. 
" 7. On the 27th March, 1807, a new negro slave, 

belonging to Hodge, was cartwhipped most cruelly 
in his master's presence. He died in two or three 
days after. When his body was carried out on a 
board to be buried it was seen by one of the witnesses 
in a shockingly lacerated state. 

" 8. A free man, named Peter, was hired by 
Hodge as a . cooper, at two joes per month. This 
man, though free, was repeatedly cartwhipped at 
close quarters by order and in the presence of Hodge, 
who also put hin1 in chains, and had him worked with 
the field negroes. Peter soon died. 

" 9. In 1808, a young negro, named Cuffy, was, 
by Hodge's order, often and severely whipped, chained, 
&c. ' He was cut to pieces,' and had hardly any 
black skin ren1aining. After a cartwhipping which 
lasted an hour he was carried to the sick house, and 
died within a week. 

" I O._ Mr. Hodge frequently caused the children 
~n his estate, about nine years of age, to be taken by 
the heels and dipped into tubs of water with their 
heads dovvnwards, ·and kept there till stifled ; then 
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taken out, and suffered to ·recover and breathe, when 

they were again treated in the same manner, and so 

repeatedly, until they have been seen to stagger and 

fall. On this Mr. Hodge has ordered ihem to be 

taken up and suspended to a tree by their hands, tied 

together, and in this situation cartwhipped for some 

time at ·close · quarters. Among others, a Mulatto 

c~ild, reputed to be his own, named Bella, was re

peatedly whipped by his orders, and he was also 

seen to strike her with -a stick on the head so as to 

break her head, and moreover to kick her so viol~ntly 

as to send. her several feet along the ground. · 

: " ll. A slave, named Cudjoe, a smart active fel
low, was so severely and repeatedly caftwhipped and 

otherwise ill treated by Hodge, that he died. Another 

slave, named Gift, who had previously been in good 

health, after being cruelly whipped and chained, was, 

with his wounds unhealed, subjected to a further 

whipping, and died the same night. One of the 

deponents saw the body carried out for burial in a 

dreadful state of lac.erationo 

• " 12~ A .negro wo1nan, named Violet, was confined 

and severely flogged and cut by Mr. Hodge for the 

alleged crime of stealing candles. She died in coll

sequellce. The son of this woman ran away, ind 

w~en brought back was put in chains, and so severely 

flogged, that he died~ One of the deponents saw 

the boy a week before he died, and perceived, from 

his we3:~ and lacerated state, that he could i1ot possi

bly recover. 

" .13. A boy, named Dick, whom Mr. Hodge 
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charged with having stolen his geese, was very often 
flogged severely and at close quarters and otherwise, 
i~ consequence of which he died. He had also been 
put in chains, and had his mouth burnt with a hot 
. 
non. 

" 14. One of the deponents, besides swearing to 
the above facts, stated, that for several years during 
which the deponent resided on Mr. Hodge's estate, 
Mr. H. had been guilty of repeated and excessive 
acts of cruelty towards his slaves. Another deponent, 
who had lived at different periods as a manager on 
the estate of Mr. H. called Belle Vue, and who was 
also a witness to many of the atrocities detailed 
above, s,vore that at most of the numerous and severe 
cartwhippings inflicted by Mr. Hodge on his slaves, 
he was not actually present, Mr. H. generally choos
ing to inflict them without the presence of any com
petent ,vitness ; but that in addition to the instances 
at which he happened to be present, and which are 
1nentioned above, there were many others where he 
saw only the effects of Hodge's cruelty in the lace
rations, burnt mouths, -&c. of the slaves. He was 
satisfied that these . cruelties were in~icted by Hodge 
himself, otherwise he should have heard hin1 inquire 
and complain concerning these 1nark~ of suffering in 
his own negroes. It was scarcely possible to remain 
in the sick house, on account of the offensive smell 
from the corrupted wounds of carhvhipped slaves. 
When this deponent first went to live on Mr. Hodge's 
estate, there was upon it a fine gang of upwards of a 
hundred able negroes, but ,vhen the last wife of Hodge 



IN THE WES'f INDIES. 391 

died in 1808, that number was so re~uced by cruelty
and absconding in consequence of cruelty, that negroes 
enough were not to be found on the estate to dig her 
grave ; and therefore the deponent and Daniel Ross, 
Esq., one of the magistrates who signed his depo~ 
sition, assisted in digging it. Ile could not remember 
the names of all the negroes who had died in conSe
quence of the cruelties of Hodge, but he knew the 
nuinber to be great. Sometimes as many as three or 
four in one day and night. On such occasion no doc
tor was ever called inlP He lived in all about three 
years with Mr o Hodge, and in that time he was satis-· 
fied that he lost sixty negroes, at -least, by the severity 
of his punishments, an<l he believed that only one 
negro died a -natural death during the same period.'·' 

The heart sickens and the 1nind is disgusted with 

the· painful recital · of so many cruelties, and they 
would certainly have been omitted here did I not 
deem it nece~sary to insert them for more reasons -

than oneo 
In the first place, I would defend my countrymen·· , 

from the charge so often brought against them, of 
imagining without reason- that the slaves of our colo
nies are ill used~ When Englishmen have perused 
statei;nents like those before them, they could not 
have supposed that Mr. Hodge was the only planter 
who abused his power over the slaves; they must 

· have imagined naturally, and in many cases justly, 
that there were other proprietors, who though they
pr.actised their cruelties with more caution and cir
cumspection, and with a barbarity les~ exaggerated 
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and terrific than that of Mr. Hodge, nevertheless did 

practise them, and therefore deserved the appellation 
of " inhuman 1nasters.~' When, however, I affirm 

that Englishmen w~re justified in such suppositions, 
I entreat them to inark well · the period when they 
were so justified. It ,vas before the slave .trade was 
abolished~before religion and education had crept 
into the colonies-before England had done her duty 
-and before the planters had .caught that noble 
spirit of enlightened philanthropy which now stimu
lates them to join their exertions to the exertions of 
Englishmen, to promote the comfort, the amelioration, 
and the instruction of the slave. 

I will further hope, that if by chance publications 
of a former date, setting forth the evils of slavery and 
dwelling on the suffering of slaves, should fall into 
the hands of 1ny countrymen, they will remember 
that such things were, and are not-that the slave 
trade is now abolished-that England is now doing 
her duty-and that the planters have now caught 
the necessary spirit of philanthropy ; in• a word, that 
slavery is now ameliorated, and that in the existing 
condition of the negro there is nothing to call forth 
their pity or compassion, except his ignorance and 
his urgitness for present eniancipation. 

When,. assisted by the mellowing hand of titne, 
religion with its holy light, and education with its 
blessed influence shall have united their exertions, 
that gloomy ignorance will be dispelled, that dark 
unfitness will be gone, that glorious · e1nancipation 
will be granted . 
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CHAPTER XLV . . 

! . 
IMPROVED CONDITION OF THE NEGROES-STATE OF 

ST. DOMINGO. 

" The improvement in their manners, dress, and general ap
pearance-the greater intelligence they display, from understand
ing the language better-the greater comforts they enjoy from 
improved habits of industry and the advance they have made in 
religion, are in the highest degree satisfactory an~ encouraging.'' ,, 

Barclay. 

· " * * * In St. D<?mingo, once proudly and justly termed the 
queen of the Antilles, ctiltivation has nearly ceased.''-Barclay -

.To say that the condition of the slave was amelio

rated, without bringing forward some proof of my 
assertion, ·would not be satisfactory to those readers 

who really wish to be convinced of the truth. As 

they will perhaps look upon evidence more respect

fully than upon the mere advancement of an on dit, 
I ·w·ill proceed . to relate a few of those recent oc

currences which so suddenly .benefited the negro; 

and further, to prove that the planters, as I before 

observed, have caught the spirit of philanthropy, 

which wiH stimulate them to extend those benefits 

as much as lies in their power . . 

Mr. Coleridge, whose ~esidence in the West Indies 

did not extend beyond a period of six months; never-
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theless in that short time saw eno~gh of the planters 
to justify him in saying, " I know perfectly well 
that there are many persons scattered throughout our 
numerous colonies who do inwardly cling to their 
old prejudices, and very likely mourn in secret ,over 
the actual or designed reformations of the present 
day. But in almost every island there is a majority 
of better mind, so powerful in numbers and respecta
bility, that it not only puts to silence men of the 
ancient leaven, but even compels them, through fear 
of shan1e, to become the ostensible friends of amelio
ration." This assertion of Mr. Coleridge, joined to 
opinions of the same tendency expressed by others, 
proves, that to the liberality of the planters, among 
other causes, the slave is indebted for his improved 
condition. The Bishop of Jamaica confirms the 
veracity of this statement, when, in his dispatch to 
Lord Bathurst, he says, " I am happy in being able 
to assure your lordship that a very gen~ral wish to 
ameliorate the condition of the slaves, and to instruct 
them in the principles of religion and the established 
church, seems to pervade the great mass of pro
prietors*." 

Supposing, as I do,. that my readers will be satis
fied with the instances I have produced of the good 
intentions of the planter, and of his cooperation in the 
work of in1prove1nent, I will now bring forward some 
regulations passed in the different islands, by which 

* Vide extract from papers presented to Parliament, in a 
litt]e work, called " Sketches and Recollections of the West 
Indies.'' 
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the slave condition has been meliorated. To place 
these regulations,-these things th~t are; in connexion 
with the things which, in the year 1825, Mr. Cole
ridge told us ought to be,-will be putting them in 
the most comprehensible, and, perhaps, the most 
convincing light to the reader. 

In his chapter, entitled Planters and Slaves, after 
advancing, as I have advanced, the necessity of a 
gradual emancipation, and contending, as I have 
contended, that '' When the negro peasant will work 
regularly, like the white peasant, then he ought to 
be freed," Mr. Coleridge inquires, "I-low are we to 
originate this. moral stimulus?" and he then adds, 

'' by various means.'' 
"I. By education; that is to say, by teaching every 

child to read, by providing Bibles and Prayer Books 
at moderate prices, by building or enlarging churches, 
or increasing the times of service, so that every one 
may be able to worship in the great congregation 
once at least on the Sunday." 

All this is now commenced, education has begun 
its work, and religion is making increasing progress 
week after week; churches have been erected, schools 
founded, books distributed, and clergymen appointed 
with stipulated salaries, who are required to assist ,in 

promoting and propagating Christianity among the 
slaves. Baptisms, marriages, and even the reception · 
of the holy sacrament are now by no means uncom
mon ; and, although it will require long years and 

steady exertions to convert the slaves into any thing 
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like a moral and religious race of p·eop1e, yet the 

prospect is by no means unpromising, neither is the 
work that is commenced unprogressive. 

Mr. Coleridge proceeds-
" II. By amending the details of existing slavery ; 

,){< * * by enacting express laws of protection 
of the slaves ; by reforming the judicatures; hy ad
mitting the competency of slave evidence, and by 
abolishing the Sunday markets." 

The details of the then existing slavery have been 
amended and are daily amending; laws too for the 
further protection of slaves, and, more particularly, 
for restricting · and limiting their punishments have 
been enacted and are daily enacting, and to a few of 
these I will call the attention of my readers. 

In the island of St. Vincent proprietors are by law 
obliged to . keep a book, in which all offences and 
punishments are recorded, and they are forced, 
under a penalty of twenty pounds, to produce these 
books for the inspection of the magistrates, whenever 
they may be called f~r. Gang drivers are not allowed 
to carry a whip in the field. 

In Grenada, Tobago, and St. Kitts, late enactions 
have softened and mitigated the punishments of slaves 
in the most humane and reasonable manner; and in 
Dominica the public flogging of the women has been 
long since abolished. 

~n Jamaica, the person who shall ill us.e or .over 
whip any slave is subject to a heavy fine ; _ the chain 
gang of culprits no longer exists, and n1agistrate_s are 
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obliged to listen to, and to interest the~selves in all 

complaints made to them by the negroes of cruelty 
or ill treatment.; 

These, with many other salutary regulations, have 

been put in force respecting the punishments of 

negroes,, and the colonies have not been less forward 

in granting to the slaves privileges even greater, and 

more numerous than those i·ecommended by Mr. Cole

ridgeo 
In Tobago and St. Kitts slave evidence has been 

admitted, without the restrictions placed upon it in 
Dominica and St. Vincent ; and, in Grenada, the 
testimony of -the n_egro is placed on the same footing 

as that of the white man. In this latter island the 

Sunday ' markets ha-ye also been entirely abolished , 

and in St. Vincent they are prohibited from being 

continued beyond the hour of ten in the morning. 

I confess that, on this subject, I differ from those 

who object to allowing the slave to dispose of his -

provisions in the public market before the hour of 

devotion; and I never perceived the great advantage 
that would be de.rived from depriving him of · this 

petty privilege. However, this may be my want of 

penetration arid not their want of judgment, and, 

therefore, I will say no rnore on the ·matter. 

To proceed in my list of privileges; in Dominica 

the mothers of six children have two days in the 
.... 

week to themselves, ·and slave& who either are, or 

pass as being married, cannot be parted. 

In 1..,obago the slaves have guardians, and are pro

tected from being punished by their d.riveTSo. : . 



398 ' ' FOUR YEARS RESIDENCE 

In Barbados, the murderer of a slave suffers death 
without the benefit of the clergy, and no negro is 
tried for a capital crime without the presence of three 

judges and a regular jury. 
Thus we find that all those measures which l\'.Ir. 

Coleridge, in 1825, tells us should be the preludes 
to emancipation, in 1829 have actually passed into 
laws, and that not only those, but that further and 
greater privileges have been granted to the slaves, 
and that even better things are in agitation, and these 
are facts wh.ich I think eminently prove that slavery 
has been v~stly and wonderfully an1eliorated since 
t~e introduction of education and religion, and, still 
more, since the time when cruelties of a horrid nature 
were too often practised · without meeting with the 

I 

punishment they deserved. 
All this, h.owever, only tends to strengthen and 

confirm the truth of the assertion, that gradual eman
cipation should be the object of all those who profess 
to be the ·friends of negroes. If, as I have already 
stated, education and religion have begun to produce 
a good effect in · the minds of the slaves, and if the 
planters, in proportion as they observe that good 
efrect, proceed, in consequence, to limit their punish
ments and extend their privileges, there is little doubt 
but that the work which, in the first instance, pro
ceeds gradually, will, in a short time, advance rapidly 
towards its_· completion ; but if, by some hasty and 
inconsiderate measure, the slaves in our colonies re
ceive their emancipation suddenly, they will proceed 
in their ignorance to comn1it the same follies as their 
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brethren in St. Domingo ; and th8re is little doubt of 

their insuring to their masters the same proportion of 

wealth, and to themselves the same share of hap-
. 

p1ness~ . 
. What the state of St. Domingo was, is, I believe, 
well known, what it is may be known also, and suffi-✓ 

ciently proves the bad effects of a hasty e1nancipation. 
And what was she_? She was the fairest gem in the 
fair cluster of the tropic islands ; the finest colony of 

France, the wealthiest and the most fertile, her crops 

flourished, her population was great, her exportations 
were immense, her· commerce was extensive. And 

what is she now? You will say she is free. She is, 
but has her freedom rnade her happy ; are not her 
white inhabitants annihilated or dispersed, her crops 

reduced, her exportations diminished, her wealth 
vanishing, and her commerce destroyed. Are not 

the wild hogs revelling on the lands that were once 
fertile but now uncultivated; are not the emanci

pat~d people too idle to perform their tasks of labor 
and to cultivate their o-wn plantations. Nay more, 

are not the very roads in a miserabl~ and rugged 
condition for want of proper attention, and do not 

. the military authorities find themselves necessitated 

to erif orce the trifling portion of work that is per

formed, because this race, emancipated in their igno
rance, and freed before they knew the use of freedorr1, 

will not v:oluntarily execute even that little . . 
With these examples before us, and with the failure 

of other experiments which have been tried for the 
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encouragement of free labor without force, let us be 

content; let us not, like a bad physician, who admi

nisters to his patient a medicine that will render his 

condition worse instead of better, administer to the 

unenlightened slave that glorious freedom which 

future years may fit him for, but which he could not 

now support. 

• 
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CHAPTER x1·v 1. 

EM A N CIPATED SLAVES. 

H I have more than once witnessed how much an indepe11:dent 
wealthy slave can look down upon a poor free man -of his own 
color." Barclay.e 

WHILST pursuing my arguments-in favor of gradual 
emancipation, it may not be amiss to give th~ reader 
an idea of the personal _comforts and mental improve
ment, in short, of the general condition of those 
~mancipated slaves, who are now residing in and 
about the towns and capitals of the· West India ls
lands as free persons ; · ho_ping, at the same time, that 
he will bear in mind, the distinction between these 
and those blacks who were born freee 

I _have already stated, that slaves who seek freedom, 
seek it with no other view. than that of being e1nanci

pated from labor; they h~ve none of. th~ fine feel

ings of English1nen on the subject; they cannot 
reconcile to their minds the idea that freedom can 
be either great, glorious, or desirable, when there is 
work jn_ the case; they do not believe . it; nobody 

can convince them, and nothing but religion and 

education will ever 

" Teach the young idea how to sho.ot. '1 

DD 
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They thin~ the free man is the n1an who has nothing 

to do but to eat, drink, and sleep. 

I( is with such notions, that the slaves who are 

now free, have been emancipated; we may, therefore, 

- easily suppose, that they have put themselves to no 

trouble to gain the good opinion of the world, either 
for their morality or their industry. A livelihood, a 

bare and insufficient, and not a pleasant and comfort

able livelihood, is their only ·object. 

Eating, drinking, and sleeping, form the main 

business of their existence . From their natural idle

ness, their unconquerable unwillingness to do any 

thing they can avoid doing, they do not find the two 

former of these so plentiful as they could desire, they 

however get enoligh to satisfy nature, and with that 
they are contented. It is from this, cause, that we 
observe them dwindling away from the stout, hale, 

and hearty appearance, that com1non1y characterizes 
the slave, to that lean, thin, miserable, and dejected 

condition, which too often distinguishes the e1nan
cipated negro. • 

· They generally pass their lives in the following 

manner. They obtain work for two, or perhaps 
three days, · though they are seldon1 known to labor 

for so -long a period at a time, and this wor.k is of the 

lightest and l€ast laborious kind . The paFticular 

kind of provision on which they support themselves 
is b0Hght for a triBe ; a fe·w plantains, yams, taniers, 

and okr6s, with their accustomed mess of pepper

pot, or calilou, are sufficient to maintain tl1e1n for- a 

week or more, though it Illay be suppqsecl they do 
not grow very fat on such nourishment. 
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The money- which they have earnec;l with their 

three days' labour, will not only purchase for them 

these necessaries, but will also afford them tl1e further 

gratification of getting drunk at an early hour in the 

morning, and of laying deprived of their senses, and 

in the condition of a brute, sleeping a way in all the 

glories of their freedom, on . the benches of that all 

polluting, and po11uted receptacle of disgusting per

dition, a new rum shop; or folded in their tattered 

eoverings, which leave.them in a state little short of 

nudity, reelining on the side of the public road, the 

objects of the pity and commiseration of every pass

ing slave~ 

When the pittance which enables them thus to. 
prolong their 1niserable existence is entirely spent, 

they probably contrive to obtain something from the 

charity of those who are not like themselves free; but 

when at length the slave, tenfold h~ppier than , these 

beings, who kn0w not the value of their freedom, 

convinced of theil-- worthlessness, ceases to- compas

sionate th~ir miseries, thei~ .sufferings, and their 
disease; they are t~en obliged to return to labor for 

another day or two,. after which, the same s·cene corn- _ 

1nences, )1nd the same consequences ·ensue. 

In this . manner do they drag on their existence ; in 

this manner do they make a use, or rather ·an a~use, 

of . the emancipation granted to them; with hovv 

:i;rmch prudence and good judgment, may, I think, be 

seen from the effect . 
. The bodies of these unfortunate persons cannot be 

in a more lean, wasted, and emaciated condition than . 
DD2 
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their minds are in a state of low, immoral, and un

cultivated degradation. 
As slaves, they might have improved, but as free 

men they have little opportunity, and still less incli
nation, to receive or benefit by instruction of any 
kind. The mornings of their sabbaths are spent in 
the rum shops; and those, surely, are not places to 
learn religion; there their minds will not be awa_kened 
to a sense of right and ·wrong; their souls will not 
be expanded by the blessed influence of education ; 
their morals will not be improved by hearing good 
precept, or imitating good example. 

They revel in drunkenness and sin, and before_ the 
hour of devotion arrives, · they are plunged by the 
influence of a pernicious liquor, into a dark, dan
gerous, and disgusting insensibility. 

This is not an overdrawn picture of the general 
life ( with of course a few exceptions, and a very few) 
of those male negroes, who, ·from having been slaves, 
are become free. That of the females differs in 
many respects ; but I regret to say, that it is not less 
to be pitied. 

The women have not generally that deplorable 
appearance, that miserable, sickly, and emaciated 
exterior which characterizes the men ; neither do they 
go in rags· and tatters. 

Indeed, their case is the reverse ; they n1aintain 
their good condition when they are made free, and 
look as -well, as hearty, and as stout as when they 
drank syrup and cane juice in crop time, on the 
estates where they were slaves . . They are not only 
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neat and cleanly in their dress, but full of finery and 

show. They wear various kerchiefs, gaudy · g'owns, 
many-colored sashes, and a profusion of ornaments, 

and decked. thus, they enter the house of · God and 

kneel down with as much apparent earnestness of 

devotion in their demeanor, as there is real shame

lessness and impudence in their hearts. 

These women grow fat upon the bread of prostitu

tion, and draw their finery and their support from 

the foulest sources of shame, of infamy, and guilt., 
Of course while they are maintained by these sources 
they will do no work, and consequently their lives 

are lives of idleness. -All this, while they are strong, 

and lively, and unthinking,- may be congenial to their 

tastes and feelings; but when their bodies are- dis

,eased, and thelr constitutions weakened by dissipa
tion and excess, when years have rolled away, and 

they find themselves no longer young, then their 
sources of support fail; and the dreadful curse of 

poverty falls hard and heavy upon the afilictions of 

decrepit age. 

When · reduced to this condition, many of these 

miserable beings, with the same ignorance which 

they have always manifested of the value of freedom, 

· now seek to return to slavery; and some have not 

only solicited, but implored their ancient masters to 

receive them into servitude, and with it to the rights 

and privileges they once enjoyed. 

I, who have been foµr years in our Colonies, could 

relate a number of such instances, and they did not 

even escape the notice of Mr. Coleridge i.n the short · 
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period of six months. He tells us., that " a very 
fine colored wo,man in Antigua, who had been manu-, 
mitted from her youth, ca1ne to Captain Lyons, on 
whose estate she had formerly been a slave, and en
treated him to cancel, if possible, her manumission, 
and receive her again as a slave." And soon after 
relating this anecdot_e, he adds the following · sound 
and reasonable reflection. " Surely," says he, "surely 
she must have known the nature of that state, and 
the contingencies to which she exposed herself by 
returning to it, at least as well as any gentleman in 
England." · 

If Englishmen, however, will not give credit to 
the relation of events that have passed in distant 
lands, let them look to an occurrence· that happened 
some time back in their own, when several slaves 
who had been brought to England, and were made 

-free, declared before British magistrates, and in a 
British court, their ·wish and determination to return 
to a state of slavery, and to be again subject to the 
dominion of their former masters. This fact was 
published in all tme newspapers, and must have been 
seen by the un~hinking but enthusiastic advocates of 
sudden emancipation, as well as by the n1ore prudent 
supporters of a gradual -and progressive freedom. 

The manner of life both a1nong the males and fe
males now in an emancipated condition, but who ·were 
forn1erl~ slaves, . I have described to the best of my 
power, exactly as I saw it, and as it called forth my 
pity and com1niseration. 

Like all other circtunstances that tend to throvv 
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a light upon -the state of things in oul' colonies, it 
only proves the prudence and necessity of proceeding 
.cautio~sly in the great Work · to be achieved, and 
holds out an additional . inducement to the friends of 

-

the negro,- to comport themselves while advocating 
his cause with tliat mildness and moderation which 

· -is likely to produce the best effects. __. 

Surely none Will deny that it is more just, more 
charitable, and more humane to educate the unedu
cated, and to enlighten the unenlightened slave, to 
teach him the true principles of freedom, and then 
to let him enjoy it, than to give it to him while he is 
ignorant of its ~orth, while he knows not how to 
appr~ciate its value, while he is unconscious of the 
benefits he might derive fr:om it, and while, instead 

of making it a blessing, he would convert it into a 
bane. 

If England desire to emancipate her slaves without 
injuring her colonies, if she seek to bestow liberty 
on one class of her Transatlantic subjects without 
over·w hehning the other with destruction, _she will 

look before she leaps ; she will proceed step by step, 

and with a caution worthy of the importance of her 
undertaking. 

\Ve all know that the West Indies, in spite of 
the arguments of sophists, · are far too valuable to be 
sacrificed at the shrine of carelessness ; and if there 
be safety, honor, and prudence in making vigorous 

but gradual efforts to · gain a great object, and if 

ther~ be danger, folly, and temerity in making them 
suddenly, and with force, I am inclined to think 
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Great Britain will prefer · a slow _ and sure, to an 

impetuous and uncertain, me-asure. 
The colonies certainly produce a great revenue, 

and the loss of this great revenue would, as certainly, 
not promote the payment of our national debt : a 
truism which is, I think, clear to the comprehension 
even of the fourth estate of the realm~ 
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. CHAPTER XL VII. 

DOMESTIC AND TOWN SLAVES-THEIR ILIVES. 

'' The greatest part of them live in a state of compl_ete idleness, 
and are usually ignorant and debauched to the last degree." 

Six Months in the West Indies. 

lN a preceding chaptet I promised the reader that I 

·would notice the condition of the domestic and town 

negroes, -which will include all those to whom the 

description _I have given of the life of slaves on 

estates will not apply. · 

The life,_ then, of a town negro is totally different 

from that of a slave in the country. An .inhabitant 

of a West India town is, · perhaps, the possessor of 

six, eight, ten, · or even a dozen slaves ; and out of 

this number he selects three or four of the most 

valuable for his Own domestic purposes, and generally 

hires out the rest to serve, in the c~pacity of servants, 

those persons who may not; like himself, have any 

negroes of their own. 

Too many of these slaves are vvorthless and bad, 

from many causes ; and, among others, frorri the bad 

discipline in which they are kept by their masters. 

The master expects to receive a certain sum, 

monthly, from his Slave; 'that sum usually varies 

,from fout to eight dollars, according to the ilge or 
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abilities of the negro, and it too often happens that, 

provided it is regularly deposited in the hands of the 

master, he gives himself very little trouble or concern 

about the manner in which it is acquired. 

Hence arises the great difficulty of obtaining good 

servants, and the still greater one of getting· bad ones 

punished as they deserve . 

. Their petty larcenies, their great impositions, their 

infamous neglect, their frequent disobedience of or

ders, and their total indifference to the pleasure or 
displeasure of those who ·hire the1n, must be tolerated 

and endured; for nontoleration ·and nonendurance 

would be not only useless but impolitic. You may 
complain. to the owner, but he regularly receives his 

stipend, and what cares he? you n1ay scold and 
abuse the slave, but he laughs at you in his sleeve, 

arid continu~$ in his old road ; what cares he ? you 
may tell your friends and acq_uaintance that your 

case" is very hard, they will pity you, and say, " So 
it is;" but what care they? Therefore all ye who 

1nay be hereafter doomed to cross the broad Atlantic, 

and to vegetate in the tropics, on this subject litste1a 
to one of those whom experience bath -taillght, and 
take the advice of the initiated. Y @ur servant~, if they 
be hired slaves, will plague, tease, worry:, tor1nent, 

dis-compose, unphilosophise (to use a word out of my 

own dictionary), vex, irritate, put ,yo'u out of temper, 

and make you perspire beyond all calculation ; there-

fore you must s;mffer yourselves to be wronged, robbed, 
imposed upon, displea$ed, and disobeyed,; only whem 
-aU this -·happens you· must :not corn plain,, you 1n us)t 
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not make -a fogs, you must be quite qmiet, quite ;civil, 

quite calm, and quite c.ool; and since you have n0 

chance of redress by a statement of your grievanc,es, 
and a very slight one of bettering your situation by 
changing your servants, you had better let them rob, 

steal, displease~ and disobey as much as their •slave

ships may please so to do; and then, like true philo

sophers, joill your friends in the exclamation, what 
care we·~ This is my ·advice, reader, and unless -you 

follow it you will have very little comfort, .and it 

1nay be, very little peace. 
I have said that ·the slave usually -carries a stipend 

to his master of from. four to eight dQllars, according 
to his abi_lity, ·out of his monthly earnings, I will now 

tell how he himself exists. · 

If he be let by his master, he is probably hired by 
a resident for a certain sum, say si~ dollars · per 

. month, and this money is regularly paid tO the owner. 
In his new place the slave is provided with a N egr0 

house, of ·w·hich there are .a certain tn1rnber attached 
to every dwelling, and he is either fed, or receives 

half a dollar ( about two shillings and twopence) per 
week to feed himself. If, however, as is often the 
case, the owner say to the slave, you are at liberty to 

go and hire yourself o~t, only you must be sure to 

bring me six dollars a rrionth for your labor, the 

fellow generally contrives to- hire himself for three 

or four doUars extra, which he, of c·ourse, deposits, 
with all the coOlness of .a phifosopber, into whidi.evet 

pocket of his pantaloons has no hole-at the bottom-. 
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I · should further mention that his owner engages to 

furnish him with· clothes~ 
Thus it appears that he receives a certain stipend, 

part of which he pays over to his possessor by whom 
he is clothed, that he is housed and fed by the resi
dent who hires him, and that all this is for his do-
1nestic services. Let us now examine what those 
domestic services are. 

Certainly, then, they ar·e not remarkable either for 
their 1nultitude or their magnitude. 

The condition of a hired domestic is little short of 
a sinecure. He, or she, is most frequently idle ; but 
when very busily employed, one need have bu_t little 
penetration to · discover- that it is either · in doing 
nothing, or in doing mischief. · 

Every poor devil who, like your very humble ser
vant, hath lived in the West Indies without possessing 
slaves of his own is aware that one's household affairs, 
however circumscribed, are never carried on without 
the connivance and cooperation of a certain body of 
m1n1stry. In fact, the establishment of mi-lor An
glois, who goes for a little while to the West Indies, 
is quite a nation in miniature. 

His dwelling, par .e.vemple, of moderate dirnensions, 
and with a neatly shingled roof, is the representative 
of a country ; then he has his negro houses, his 
kitchen, and his stables, fit receptacles, by my faith, 
for his lords, his co1nmons; and his 1ninistry. A tall, 
stout, hale, hearty obstinate, and unbending butler 
by way of prernier , a cook, a house1nai<l, a ,vasher-
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vvoman, a groom, and a little stable boy are the 

persons of whom the said ministry is composed : a 
nice assemblage, by the manes of my aunt Josephine, 
of whigs, tories, and li.berals ! Perchance, too, an 

old woman may _have crept into this august assembly; 
and, reader, why not? See you, I pray, any just 
cause or. impediment why old women should be 
excluded? Well, all these, _ and it is quite natural, 
have their relations to serve. The butler is the man 

in power, and has the key of the cellar, so he gives 
a bottle of wine to his first cousin, and a bottle of 

porter to his maiden aunt ; the housemaid presents 
her sister ~~ith a pair of decanters, the washerwoman 
gives a shirt to her son, the cook dispenses soup, 
meat, and vegetables to his poor relatives, and the 

, groom, and the little stable boy take care· to let their 
friends and acquaintance have a nice ride on their 
master's horses. All these make their market penny, 
and so the master, who represents the people, is 
robbed, cheated; imposed upon; and in the mean
while, poor ·man, some of his friends endeavour to 
persuade hi_m tha~ he is no worse than others, and 
the rnore miserable he gets the rnore happy they u,ould 
nzake hinz Janey himself. 

But, joking apart, it is a weU known fact that the 
house servant will really do nothing but ·wait at table, 
and a few duties equally light ; the washerwoman 
will do nothing but wash ; and in fact, there is -no 

one servant who will do the slightest portion of work 
beyond what they consider a sine qua non. 

They do also cheat, rob, and pilfer ; and though 
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th~y only take a little at. a time, and would be really 
afraid to take muc,h, yet as 

" every little makes a mickle,'' 

they manage hetween them to make away with a 
good deal in a short time, and · they d_o it s,0 cun

ningly that, although you know very well who it is 
that takes this, that, and the other, yet you cam never 
catch them in t~e act, and very seldom trace out th.e 
hiding place where the stolen goods are deposited. 

I have before said that the domestic slaves have 

negro houses, which are_ commonly _attached to- the 
dwellings of their masters. In these they ought to 
sleep, and sometimes do, but they are oftener absent; 
one night in the house of a friend, another at one of 
ihose pic-nic evening parties which I noticed in the 
former pages of this volume. 
. The fen1ales gain by prostitution an.cl robbery what 
the males procure by robbery al9ne; and, for this 
reason, we seldom_ find either sex deficient ip articles· 
of dress, for there is no class of people in the world 
more vain of th€ir external appearance, o:r more 
anxious to. a~orn their persoJJ;ts. 

Household servants, however, a,,re not the only 
class of slaves who · g_~in their subsistence in town. 
There are a ·nl!l'JD,iber of boys and women whom their 
owners either employ themselves to carry about 
various ·articles for sale, in wooden trays, or hire_ the1n 
to the hucksters for the same purpose. 

There are also a 11.umber of slav-es who have learnt ,, . 

so1~ne business,: and gain no in.considerable wages in 
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the practice of it. Among these we may rank coopers, 

carpenters, turners, bricklayers, taylors, and shoe

makers, all of whom thrive well in the colonies. 

I think I am not unjust when I say that these 

negroes are generally more civilized, and. more ~es
pectable, than others. 

From their several trades they derive considerably 

more cash than they are _obliged to pay over to their 
masters.. This enables them to maintain a good and 

coffifortable appearance; which, as it is the fruit of 

honest industry more than of dishonest roguery, looks 
well. 

From being put in a train to acquire creditably 

~l~at they earn, they haye less temptation to s_e~~ it 
fraudulently ; and from being generally employed in 
_doing good, th_ey -have not so many opportunities f0,r 

doing mischief. lY-Ioreover, from the circumstance 
of having served their apprenti_ce~hip at an ea_rly <:1,ge, 
and from having dwelt from that early age in_ the 
towns, and among white men, they have become -

somewhat more enlightened; and if for morality an.~, 

religioi:i they are not far before t4eir brethren., y~t, 
. upon the whole, I should say that they were better 

.prepared for emancipation. 
Let this sentence iead no one astray. I do not say 

that they are prepared, ~ut that they are · better pre
pared than the rest. 

S<? . much for th~ don)estic and town n~gr_oes:. 
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CHAPTER XL VIII. 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE GENERAL RULE-FOOD AND 

CLOTHING. 

" They are not so badly off for food as many people in this 
country imag·ine.'' Bickell. 

"~egroes are generally fond of dress, and, in the towns; many 
of them * * * are respectably clad." Ibid. 

THE condition of slaves on estates, and of town and 
domestic negroes having been delineated, it remains 
for me to bring forward the exceptions which I pro
mised to notice; detailing the situation of those slaves 
who, from various causes, are less happy than their 
brethren. 

Of this class there are many of a naturally morose 
and unhappy disposition-a sort of tribe of misan
thropes-whom no situation could please, and who 
would be, from habit, just as discontented with their 
freedom as they are now with their slavery ; but there 
are also a few slaves who are unhappy from other 
cau~es, some from belonging to impoverished and 
others to tyrannical owners. 

That all men are not gifted with the san1e portion of 
humanity -is true, however much it may be lamented; 
there are some who are by nature cruel, some whose 
minds are sufficiently depraved to feel a sort of plea
surable delight in inflicting tortures on their fell ow 
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creatures, and if the povver of actually n1ain1ing, 
mutilating, or overwhipping those beneath them be 
denied, they will, nevertheless, contrive a thousand 

ways and means, beyond the reach of the lavv, for 
tormenting and rendering them unhappy, for making 

their lives 1niserable and their existence a burthen. 

Perhaps there is no man so likely to possess this 
feeling as the uneducated~ unenlightened, but eman

cipated being Who, from having been a slave, has 

becom~ elevated, by an unlooked for train · of inci

dents, ·to the situation of master. 

One would perhaps think that a being who had 

himself known the sufferings of a suffering state, 

would, if he had it in his power, be instigated by a 
desire to n1itigate those sufferings in the condition of 

others. _ A feeling exactly the reverse of this is, 

however, commonly predominant; and it is too pro

verbial, that there is no tyrant so tyrannical as the 
tyrant who has once been a slave. 

·_ I regret to say that, among the towns in the West 

Indies, there are too many such tyrants, too many who 

have found the means to elevate themselves from the 

degraded situation of slaves to the important con

dition of masters, who, because they have received no 
education sufficient to :fit them for their new rank, 

consequently treat the slaves in their possession with 
more harshness · and cruelty than is either necessary, 

or, among other owners, customary. 

I will st'ate, however, my conviction that female 

owners, of this class, are more· cruel than the male ; 
their revenge is more durable and their methods of 

EE 
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punishment more refined, particularly towards slaves 
of their own sex. · 

Male or female, hovvever, such owners are equally 
deserving of censure, and generally meet with the 
proportion they merit. 

I have said that they frequently treat their slaves 
with cruelty, but it is with a cruelty that does not 
come under the notice of the law; it is not of a flagrant 
or monstrous kind, they dare not maim nor mutilate 
their slaves, neither would they if they could, for it 
would be only injuring their o,vn property ; they 
cannot even · whip them for their greatest offences 
beyond a limited number of stripes, with an in-

. strument fixed by law, without the sentence of a 
magistrate ; but they can find many sinister means to 
n1ake them miserable, and it is not difficult to dis
cover, by the condition of their slaves, those ma:ste·rs 
who put such sinister means in practice. 

The circun1stance of their having been once slaves 
themselves, will, of course, lead the reader to infer 
that they .are not white meno I will now tell him 
that most of them are coloPed, and many quite black, 
but I hope he will not i~agine that I intend to 
throw a slur upon the whole body of colored people; 
I should be very sorry 'that my observations were so 
misconstrued, or that they tended to injure any but 
those against ·whom they are directed, viz. the cru.el 
and the unjust. I am sorry to say, that amongst these 
we may-also rank a few of the French inhabitants of 
our colonies. 

I will state, however, in justice to the whole body 
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of West Indians, speaking generally, that they are 

too humane to encourage cruelty of any kind ; a~d, 

that when they see it is beyond the reach of the law, 

and that it is carried 9n with a cautioi1 that baffies 
the possibility of attacking it as it deserves, though 

they cannot punish they aJways censure and con

demn, and unite in deprecatipg and despising thq~e 

who practjse it 
Of those slaves who b~long to im.pov~ri~h~d masters 

I shall merely ~ay, that _it is ~impossible for tho~e who 

are assailed by poverty to provide th~ir n~gro~s with 
food ap_d clothing so liberally as the rp.ore opulent 

owners, and that th~ir slav~s, as they have f~wer 
comforts and privileges than the generality of th~ir 
fellows, are, consequ~_I)tly, l~s,s h~ppy and ~oIJ.tented. 

I h~ve th-µs far kept my l)J'Omise of noticing the 

condition of ~11 the more Jlllhf!,ppy JSQ_rt of pegroe_s in 

the West Indies,., and they ~ppear to .con~ist of three 

elas,ses-
J. The t.Jnhappy by d_ispositipns morose and dis

-contented. _ 

_ I.I. T_he J1nh~ppy by th~ sin_i~ter-ill treatinent they 
reGejve from those oWner~ who _have been themselves 

slaves, and from _a few of the French inhabitants. 

III. The unhappy from a want of comfort, arising 

from the impoverish~d condition of their masters, 

and their col)$eqµent ip_ability to provide them with 

~ liberal allow~n~~ of food and clothing. 
T_hese tl.ire.e classes _may be termed exceptions of 

the general rule of the happiness and contentment 

now existing among the slaves in the West Indies 

Of the first I will · say nothing, for _I 9ee no remedy . 
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for the evil. Of the two last, however, I do really 
believe that some means might be found for a1nelio

rating their condition. 
Of the second class I would suggest that a person 

be appointed, whose duty should consist in inquiring 
into the condition of all slaves who ·appear to be in a 
lean, weakly, and emaciated state, from unnatural 
causes; and that provided the effects produced could . 
be proved to have arisen from sinister ill treatn1ent, 
that the offenders should be duly punished, either by 
depriving them, during a certain pe_riod, of the ser
vices of their sla~-es, or by imposing a heavy fine that 
would effectually prevent them from repeating the 
offence. 

With regard to the third class I will only remark, 
that I think no master should be allowed to keep 
more slaves than he can maintain in a good condition , 
and properly feed and clothe; or if he ·ao keep them, 
that he should be obliged to hire them out, and to 

-devote a certain portion of their earnings to those 
purposes. 

While I am on this · sub]ect it n1ay not be amiss 
to state of what the food and clothing of slaves in the 
West Indies · con1monly consists. I will begin with 
slaves o_n estates. 

O·snaburgs, baize, linen checks, woollen ""caps, cot
ton handkerchiefs, hats, fhread, needles, &c~ -are ex
ported to the co1onies -in the various ships that trade 
thither; and, together with salt codfish, and herrings, 
with sugar.:.making implements, and other estate ne
cessaries, a1~e· called plantation stores . . 

r_t;he slaves are usually provided with · three suits 
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· of clothing a yeq,r, which they commonly make up 

then1se1yes from the various stuffs delivered to them. 

Their hats and woollen caps are mad~ in England, 
I believe expressly for the West Indies. The fr0ck 

co·ats of t~e men, and the petticoats of the female 

· negroes are usually of baize, or osna.burg; and they 
have shirts, shifts, cotton handkerchiefs, and lineh 

checks regularly dealt out fo them'. 

-The suits they wear are cool, and adapted to the 

climate; and they seem to prefer them lo9se, for, 

as they make them themselves, they could, if they 
·wished, wear them tight. 

To all who have seen the · colonies, it, is a well 
known fact that there are many slaves on estates 
who dr~ss themselves; not 1nore decently, for they are 
all decent, but more smartly than the rest, and in 
a suit of clothes of which they have not received 
a single article from their masters, but which they 
have themselves purchased in town. Purchased 

them!!! Purc_hased them do you say? 4Y, sweet 

reader, 'tis even so : the slave in his ameliorated 

') condition has many means whereby to purchase a 
host of comf o_rts, if he have the inclination so to do. 

How, then? Listen, and thou shalt hear: I have 

already told you that he has a portion of ground 
exclusively his _own, which he has a proper time ·· 

allowed him to cultivate ; that he has also a house, 

and that he usuaUy keeps in its neighborhood fowls, 

pigs, and goats. I might hav~ mentioned too, that . 
he receives, in crop time, a certain number of canes, 

a certain quantity of sugar, and a fixed a1lowance of 
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sling*. In his provision . ground he plants guinea 

grass, Indian corn, yams, taniers, okros, peppers, &c. 
' He also procures fruit, growing in his own garden, 

or in other parts on or in the neighbourhood of the 
estate, and as it may be easily supposed that he 
could not consume all these things him~elf, he carries 
them with him to the town market, and there dispose$ 

of them to good advantage. With his profit£ he 
either purchases wherewith to make him drunk, or 

wherewith to make him smart ; or, if he thinks it 

more prudent, he lays by his earnings, and in a short 
time the accumulation amounts to something consi
derable. 

To give some idea of what those earnings are, we _ 
·will suppose the cotltehts of his wooden tray in the 
market to be 

A young pig . . ... . .... . ..... . .. . 
A pair of fine fowls .. .•...•... ••• 
Vegetables, fruit, calabashes, &c .... 

I dollar 

i 
1 
:i 

Amounting, in the whole, to two dollars and -a -quar
ter, near ten shillings sterling. 

This, if accumulated, would amount to twenty-four 
pounds a year, without including the sale of canes, 
sugar, sling, and even clothing, for his clothing he 
often vends, as the quantity he receives from his 
master is more than sufficient for his use. 

It is not, however, evety week that he has a young 
pig·, and a pair of fowls to ·sell, therefore the amount 

of his earnings is not so great as ten shillings, but 
if we include every thing that he is able to dispose 

* A sort of thick syrup. 
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of, I think we may fairly average his profits at five 

shillings, which would amount to thirteen pounds 
per annum ; · as much as British servants usually 
receive. But when I assert that the greater number 
of slaves can earn five shillings, I am by no means 
saying that they do_. There is a vast , difference 

between can and ,do, and nobody appears to under
stand that difference more than Monsieur le Noir. 

Those who have the power of earning frequently 
neglect it, and the cursed spirit of slavery leaves too 
many contented with what they deem sufficient for 
nature, without spurring them to exert themselves to 

gain an overp1us. These, from natural idleness, only 
cultivate sufficient ground to yield them as much 

fruit, and as many vegetables as they require for 
their own consumption; consequently, they have none 
to sell. Others, however, are more enterprising, and 

strive to make as much as they can, frequently lay
ing by, but oftener spending their earnings. 

- Slaves on the estates in the vicinity of the towns 
have often greater advantages than their fellows in the 

country, because they are enabled, after their daily 
work, to bring bundles of grass into town, and to sell it 
to the different persons who keep horses. As Guinea 
grass is an indispensable article they are always cer

tain of a sale, and they may earn a great deal by it. 
I was regularly supplied with three bundles per 

night by the same man during a period of six months. 
I gave him a bitt a bundle, whi_ch made it about one 

shilling a night, so that in the six months I must 
have paid him rather more than ten pounds sterl ing ; 
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and this was independent of the sale of his sugar, 
sling, stock, and provisions, ~hich he brought to town 
every week, and by which he must have earned some
thing considerable. 

I have novv said enough to show that many slaves 
can, and that some do, make wherewith to purchase 
a host of comforts; and I will wind up my statement 
vvith the assertion that I have known several negroes . 
who had accumulated large sums of nioney, more 
than enough to purchase their emancipation, but 
that as' they saw no necessity for changing their con
dition, and vvere very well contented with a state of 
slavery, they preferred remaining in that state and 
allowing their money to increase. 

But to return from my long digression, the food of 
slaves on estates usually consists ·of salted provisions, 
which are sent out from England, with t?eir own 
mixture of_ vegetables, of which there is an immense 
variety. 

Yams, taniers, plantains, okros, and sweet pota~ 
toes, &c. are really fine sustenance when eaten with 
salf codfish, herrings, or pork, all of which the slaves 
prefer to fresh meat : if they did not they might 
consume their pigs and poultry, but they ·often ex
change these for salt provisions. 

They render th~ir meals palatable with Cayenne ; 
and their favorite · messes are the pepper-pot and 
caliloo. rJiey are fond of run1 ; and they -drink great 
quantities of cane juice, which is very' fattening. 

It is certain that they prefer their own mode of 
living to that of the Europeans. Their diet is whole-
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some, and suited to a warm climate. They get as 
n1uch, nay more, than they can eat, and with that 
they are perfectly satisfied. 

There are, however, some among them who like 

to have a few luxuries in their huts; whether for their 
friends or for their own consumption I know not, 

- but this I know, that the driver of the great gang on 

-- estate~ took me into his house, and offered me 

a glass of wine, and a bit of plu~ cake. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

SLAVES-DAYS OF JUBILEE. 

" Every passion acts upon them with strange intensity: their 
anger is sudden and furious ; their mirth clamorous and exces
sive ; their curiosity audacious, and their love the sheer demand 
for gratification of an ardent animal desire." 

Coleridge. 

" While on the subject of Christmas I may remark, that the
whole of the negroes in Jamaica have three, and some of them 
four days allowed for their amusements." Barclay. 

I SAID I would explain the slaves themselves, perhaps 
I could not have undertaken a more difficult task. 
Eccentric in their habits, and unaccountable in their 
dispositions, it requires much study and observation 
of their character to be able to form one's self, much 
less to convey to others, a good idea of them. 

I cannot describe them as a race possessing quali
ties which may be applied generally; for, indeed, 
there is so much variety among them that it is diffi
cult to find any six or eight that can be said to re
semble each other in any one particular point. 

We all know that as great differences exist between 
the minds and dispositions of men as between their 
stature, their features, and their general appearance; 
but we know also that every race of people has its 
peculiar characteristic. The Spaniards are proud 



IN THE WEST INDIES. 427 

and haughty; the Dutch obstinate and phlegmatic ; 
the Italians polite and plein de ruse; the French 
lively and volatile ; the Irish warrn and i1npetuous ; 

the Scotch cool and persevering; while the English, 
_ to include multum in parvo, are all John Bulls ; yet 
1 can find no characteristic for the negroes, nothing 
that will apply to all, unless it be the undisputed 
possession of flat noses, thick lips,, a skull that might 
well resist a blow from the iron hammer of a London 
blacksmith, and the patronage 9f a certain invisible 
little devil, who is al ways about their persons, con
triving, with n1ost praisevvorthy perseverance, to in

stigate them, whenever an opportunity offers, to put 
their hands to n1ischief. I will, the ref ore, content 
myself by stating the qualities which are possessed 
by some, and the passions which actuate others ; 

and I will endeavour to illustrate points in the cha
racters of a few by an original anecdote, or the occa
sional relation of an occurrence of which I may have 

been a personal witness. 
I know not what prompts me to begin with one of 

their worst traits, perhaps it is that this trait may 
be more generally applied than tnany others ; a pecu
liar kind of dishonesty, which has tempted nearly 
all those with whom I have had the honor to be 

acquainted, to practise petty larcenies, and to rob as 
many trifles as they thought they might ~teal with 
good chance of concealment and little hazard of pu"" 
nishm.ent. 

Many of the slaves have an idea, which it is diffi-

cult to convi11ce them is a false one, that there is 
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really no harn1 in this sort of r..obbery; imag1n1ng 

as they do, that by pilfering from their owners or 

masters one or two trifles of which he already appears 

to have too many, they are ·doing him no injury, and 

themselves much good. As long as they do not take 

things of value they consider themselves honest; and 

therefore, reader, if ever you go to the West Indies; 

and hear that Cudjoe, · Quaco, and Quashey are 

honest men, you will knovv what sort of honesty they 
possess. 

Taking the negroes " en masse," I think I n1ay 

call them a lively, sprightly, and good terapered set; 
not likely to be deeply impressed even ·with the most 

solemn warnings, or the most affecting scenes, but 

carrying in their 'faces a joyousness peculiarly their 

own, and in their hearts a · total indifference to the 

woe of others. Yet no sensation can be greater than 

that created among them by a fete or festival; no 

people can be more alive to pleasure, none more 

willing to sacrifice future good to present gratifica
tion. Novelty is charming to them, and they display 

a curious interest in every new scene. On the arrival 

of a ·bishop, the departure of a governor, or the dril
ling of a body of troops, I have seen a whole crowd 

as much exhilirated as if every one of them had taken 
a bottle of chan1pagne for their breakfast. · 

They seize every opportunity of enjoying then1-

selves, and~ the fete which is given to the master is 

generally likewise a source of amusement to the 
slave. 

A ball is given, and while the merry g.,;uests are 
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dancing w·ith their fair partners in the drawing-room, 

and enjoying themselves within, I would lay the 

woolly caput of my friend Quashey against the head 

and shoulders of a cabinet minister, that a joyous as

semblage of our darker brethren were " tripping 

their light fantastic toes,"' which, Heaven knows, are 

fantastic to a miracle, in the great hall without, 

dancing the very Lancers thernselves, with a grace, 

gaiety, and gout, equal to that displayed by their 

masters and mistresses. 

· When a slave is displeased, however, he is gene

rally very sullen and morose as long as his displeasure 

continues; but, though he is very capable of bearing 

malice, it is not in his nature to keep a gloomy 

_ countenan~e; and, although his injury is not forgotten, 

~is gaiety is soon resumed. There are, however, 

some amongst them who will scruple at no means to 

gain a furious and quick revenge, and that revenge is 

sometimes as d.iabolical in its nature as dreadful in its 

consequences, and as hateful in its design as it is 

possible for human nature to conceive, or hum.an 

power to execute. The following is a horrid speci

men. A black woman of middle age, on an estate in 

the island of Grenada, belonging to a gentleman 

noted for his kindness, his ~umanity, and his consi

deration for his slaves, had conceived, for s9rne 

trifling reason, a dislike to her master, and had 

promptly determined to have her revenge. After 

pondering in her mind a thousand means of satisfying 

her dark design, she at length settled _that no los~ 

could so materially injure her master as the loss of 
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one or two of his slaves; and, accordingly, she re
solved on the crime of murder, and actually did 
destroy two or three (I forget which) of her own 
children, by adrninistering to them a quantity of 
ground glass in their meals. This she thought the 
most effectual method of doing the dark deed without 
discovery. 

In the mind of that wo1nan, the diabolical spirit of 
revenge was too powerful even for the near ties of 
kindred that exist between a mother and her off
spring, and the strongest affections of our nature to 
contend with and to thwart; the same spirit reigns, 
only in a milder degree, in the breasts of many of 
the slave$. 

Gratitude for many kindnesses, is a quality not 
often found among the blacks, although one may 
sometim.es meet with it; but great cunning, keen 
penetration, sly ren1arks, and witty inventions, an 
indescribable quickness in telling ·a good, or rather 
a bad lie, and a terrible propensity to swear that 
black is white, are points of character applicable to 
nearly all. 

Many of them have also much comic humor. I 
had, in Grenada, a servant, named Cudjoe, who was 
in the constant habit of getting drunk, and, in his 
mom,ents of intemperance, I used to reproach him, 
and frequently felt inclined to give him a good cuff
ing, but be always foiled my wrath, by declaring 
that he was perfectly sober, and, in proof of his 
assertion, saying, (raising one leg, and holding finn 
by the first substantial thing he could lay hold of,) 
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" Massa, you eber see a drunken man tand upon one 
foot, eh?'' 

Another negro is said to have replied to a gentle
man, who was in the constant habit of giving him 

. Jong lectures for running away, and, who, at the 
conclusion of one of these, was once about to flog 
him for the same offence, " Massa, if you preache, 
preache; if you flogge, flogge ; but no preache and 
flogge too." 

This is an old story, although little known, but 
the following is certainly original. 

A young negro boy, about twelve years of age, 
belonging to a gentleman who resided in town, was, 
for some unknown cause, in the constant habit of 
running away, and vegetating in the woods till he 

was br?ught back. He had repeated this offence 
about a dozen times, and had always been forgiven 
on his promising not to commit it again. At length, 
however, he was 9ne day brought back from one of 
his excursions, and summoned to the pres-ence of his 
master, who strongly suspected that, as he was 

so young, he must have been led astray by one 
more old in iniquity than himself. His master ad
dressed him-" Well, Plato" (you see, reader, he 
had the name without the disposition of a philoso
pher), " so you have b€en running away again. I 
am sure there is somebody who tempts you; now, if 

you tell me who it -is, I will forgive, but if not, I 
will flog you." " Well, Massa," replied the young 
sinner, " if you no lick* me I go tell yoµ_ true. 

* Flog. 
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You sabe* rny daddy da sleep wid me; Massa, one 
night, bout ten o'clock, the debil da come, he whis
per, ' Plato, you run away,' rny daddy hear de 
debil, he say, ' Plato, you no run away.' Well, 
Massa, de debil say one ting, my daddy say anoder, 
me no sabe what for do; den de debil pull me, so 
my .daddy pull too, at last, Massa, de debil pull 
~ronger, and me run away." 

Plato ceased, and was forgiven; but Plato is incor
rigible, and still runs away. 

Strong attachment, either to their wives or to their 
children, is not common among the slaves, this . is 
perhaps partly owing to their immorality, and because" 
they have more ,vives than one; and partly because 
any anxiety for the comfort and welfare, and lately 
the education and instruction, of their offspring is 
removed, by the conviction that all this will be at
tended to by the owner; and it often happens that, 
where there is little care there is also little affection. 
The mother who gives her infant babe to be nursed 
by a stranger, and only sees it occasionally, as duty 
requires, until it has grown out of its infancy into 
.childhood more matured, does not feel for it the 
love of one who has nursed and reared it herself, who 
had performed for it all those sweet and tender 
offices whicp. so eminently endear the child to the 
mother, and the mother to the child. , 

-.The ingifference of one has weakened the. ties of 
nature, the anxiety of the other has strengthened the 
affections of her heart. 

* Know. 
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But, independent of these causes, I do not believe 

that attachment to his offspring is at all conspicuous 

in. the character of a slave, if it were, his ignorance 

and uncivilization would not conceal it from us 

Education may develope and improve our affections, 

but nature has planted them in our breasts; and the 

wild tigress, in her lair, will often display more af

fection for her offspring than those cold-hearted 

beings who form many of a mighty nation, where 

refinement and education may have done their noblest 
· work. · 

It is not, hovvever, uncommon to see a slave attach 

himself to one woman, and the number of lawful 

marriages among the negroes, a~ religion makes its 

progress, will, doubtless, increase. However, I think 

example would be more beneficial than precept ; for, 

while the former shows that they may do what the 

latter tells then1 they ought not to do, I fear there 

will be little chance of any wonderful am-endment, 

and, at present, it cannot be denied that they are a 

most immoral race . 

There is yet one -kind of attachment of which the 

slaves are eminently capable, and that is an attach

ment to their masters and owners, doubtless engen

dered, where it exists, by kind treatment and mildness 

of manner .. 
Fidelity is also a quality which they often display, 

and of this the following is an instance. 

It was at the commencement of one of the insur

rections in Barbados, that a gentleman, residing on 

an estate at a sn1all distance from town, was only 
FF 
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forewarned of the approach of the rebels in time 
sufficient to enable him to fly with his family 'to the 

capital. .. 
· He happened, unfortunately, to have a large sum 

of money in his house, which _it was impossible to 
take with him. . He, therefore, called one of his 
slaves, an elderly woman, fo whom he had . some 
confidence, and giving her · the box which contained 
the money, told · her that ~e relied upon her fidelity 
to keep it for him, and to · restore it whenever the 
insurrection might be quelled. The woman took th~· 
box, and did _ not abuse the confidence of her master o 

She contrived to secrete the property as long as the 
insurrection lasted, and when all distt~rbances had 

ceased she drew it from her_ hiding place, and i:etlirned 
it to jts lawful possessor, who, in · gratitude for her 
fidelity, emancipated her and her children, and gave 
them besides enollgh tb liye on without much labour. 

· ] think I have n6w said enough to · give the reader 
some idea of the "Character of slaves, which he will 
perhaps render more correct by associating it with 
the description I have before given of their manner 
of living, the privileges they enjoy, the laxity of their 
mor~ls, the uneducated state of their minds, and the 

. light in which they view emancipation; afl of which 
may, I think, be said to bias their characters in ··a 
greater or less degree. · 

Of course they have numerous little peculiarities 
of their own, which it would be impossible for me 
to delineate, and with which none can be acquainted 
but those who have seen then1. 
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One point in their characters, which I particularly 
remarked was the regular flow of spirits which nearly 
all seemed to possess, and the light joyousness which 
appears to pervade the whole race, keeping an inces
sant clatter upon their tongues, and an ullfading 
smile upon their faces. 

I am inclined to lay great stress upon this circum
stance, because I know that in England so much 

absurdity is advanced on this subject. People will 
have it, and God knows why, that the planters are a 
most inhuman set of_ beings, who find no pleasure 

equal to that of torturing their slaves, as if the 

planters had not something better to employ them; 
and that, consequently, the said slaves are a most 

miserable race, always sighing, and groaning, and 

whining, and complaining; half starved, and more 
than half murdered ; and pining fqr their e~ancipa

tion either by death or the government. 
Now to Death, grim sinner that he is, I will have 

· nothing to say; for, indeed, however anxious I may 
be to introduce him to so1ne of my monied relatives 

who may wish to favor me with a legacy, the longer 
we remain unacquainted the better it will be for both 

of us ; for, in the first place, I am not fat enough to 
make any thing like a decent meal for the hungry 

_ tyrant, and, in the second place, I am not yet quite 
tired of my pilgrimage in " this wicked world." 
But to the government: I will just hi~t, as I have 
done before pretty broadly, that the aforementioned 
emancipation must be gradually brought about, and 
not resolved upon in a -hurry; and to the public I 

FF2 
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will repeat, that all those who talk to the1n about 
the sighs, and tears, and groans of the negroes, are 
only seeking to deceive them into credulity ; and 
that they have never ·witnessed, as I have, an assern
bly of these oppressed people on their grand day of 
jubilee, which they call " crop over.'' 
, This festival is a sort of " harvest home," and is 

described by Mr. Barclay, in his very able work on 
the Present State of Slavery in the West Indies : he 
will pardon me for quoting what he has said on this 
subject. " The day on which the last of the canes 
are cut down on a sugar plantation, flags are dis
played in the field and all is merriment. A quart of 
sugar and a quart of rum are allowed to each negro 
on the occasion, to hold what is called " crop over," 
or harvest home. In the evening they assemble in 
their master's or manager's house, and, as a matter of 
course, take possession of the largest room, bringil!g 
with them a fiddle and tambourine. Here all autho
rity, and all distinction of color ceases; black and 
white, overseer and book-keeper mingle together in 
the dance. A bout twenty years ago it was cornmon 
on occasions of this kirid to see the different African 
tribes forming each a distinct party, singing and 
dancing to the gumbay, after the rude manners of 
their native Africa; but this custom is now extinct. 
The fiddle is now the leading instrun1ent with them, 
as ·with.. the, white people, whom they now imitate; 
they dance Scotch reels, and some of the better sort, 
who have beei1 house servants, country dances. IIere 
the loud laugh and the constant buzz of singing and 
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talking bespeak their enjoyment, and the abs-ence of 

all care about the present or future ills of life." 

This statement of Mr. Barclay's is natural, inter

esting, and true; and though I believe it is n1ore 

particularly relative to Jamaica, it will also apply to 

nearly all the other islands, differing only on one or two 

points of inconsiderable consequencee For instance, 

I believe in one or two of the Leeward Islands it is 
more usual for the august _ assembly of sable revellers 

to carry on their gaieties on the green lawn before 

the dwelling of the proprietor, than to take posses

sion of one of the rooms in the house. The music 

also is sometimes of wonderful variety. An e1npty 

barrel, " par exen1ple," with a large piece of parch

ment over the top, a kettledrum, a tambourine, a 

pipe, a gumbay or bonja, vvith sundry other instru

n1ents, and these aided by the vocal efforts of men 

and women, boys and girls, do verily emit sounds of 

rnost terrific rnerriment, and m.ight frighten and 

amuse an unaccustomed bystander, more than many 

wot of. I must not, however, charge the slaves with 

a crime of which, if vve except their young ones, they 

are seldom guilty, nan1ely that of producing inhar

monious and nonaccordant sounds; on the contrary, 

they have, generally a good ear for music, they_ sing 

or ·whistle ,vith wonderful correctness any tune they 

may have heard, they dance in excellent_ time, an<l 

are altogether very intelligent persons in any thing· 

connected with music. I remember when Mr. Tho
mas 1-Iaynes Bayly's song of 
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" I'd be a butterfly, born in a bower, 
Where roses, and lilies, and violets meet," &c. 

first came to Grenada it had not been -a week in the 

island before every black little scamp in Georgetown 

was singing the air to the following parody : 

I. 

Me be a nigger boy, born in de hovel, 
What plantain da shade from de sun wha cla shine ; , 

Me learn to dig wid de spade and de shovel, 
Me learn to hoe up de cane in a line. 

Me drink my rum, in de calabash oval, 
Me neber sigh for de brandy and wine ; 

Me be a nigger boy, born in de hovel, . 
What plantain da shade from de sun wha da shine. 

Me be a nigger bo_y, 
Me be a nigger boy, 

\Vhen me live happy, wha for me repine? 

II. 

Me neber run from my massa'· plantation. 
Wha for me run? me no want for get lick; 

He gib me house, and me no pay taxation, 
Food when me famish, and nurse when me sick. 

vVilly-force nigger*, he belly <la empty, 
He hab de freedom, dat no good for me: 

My massa good man, he gib me plenty, 
Me no lobe Willy-force better dan he. 

lVIe be a nigg·er boy, 
Me be a nigger boy, 

]Vle happy fellow, den why me want free? 

But to return to the festivals, which I would give 

so 1nuch t~ sbow to some of 1ny country1nen; the 

-* Africans who have served their apprenticeship during a · 
certain period, and · are now free, are called by the slaves 
" Willy-force niggers," meaning Wilberforce's 1iegroes. 
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song I have just quoted contains only a profession, 

but those assen1blies are a manifestation of happiness. 

I have said that croptime is their grand jubilee, I 

will now add that it is not their only time of amuse

ment. Besides the seasons · of Christmas, Easter, 

Whitsuntide, ·and, affiong catholics, the carnival, 

which are al ways seasons of gaiety, they are perpe

tually_ assembling in little parties, ,vhenever they ea~ 

find time and opportunity; and none who have ·wit-
- nessed the joyousness of these parties can deny the 

happiness of the slaves. . 

-This happiness appears the more complete because 
it is partaken by all. Old men of sixty scruple not 

to foot it in the merry round, with some dozen or two 

of their grandchildren ; and if their step be not as 

light, and their action as lively as some of the young 

ones in the happy group, it is only the effect of time, 

for the eagerness with which they all flock to their 

little fetes, and-the glad smile of pleasure and good-

nature that sits on every countenance while they con

tinue, sufficiently proves them to be enjoyed. 
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CHAPTER L. 

CONCLUDING OHSERV ATIONS ON SLAVERY • 

• 

" Another word, gentlemen, and I have done. 't 
Defence of a Pri.soner to the Jury. 

THE few preceding chapters will, I think, give the 
reader an idea of the existing state of slavery in our 
colonies, and of the characters and manner of life of 
that race of people whom Englishmen are so anxious 

to see emancipated. _ 
I imagine that none who hav~ read the pages I 

have written on slavery with a calm and dispas
sionate mind,-with a mind unbia~sed by prejudice, 
and resolved only to regard those statements which 
I have pleged myself to be true, will retire fro!Jl their 
perusal without being in -some degree convinced of 
the ameliorated condition of the negroes, and of the 
folly of en1ancipating them before that ameliorated 
condition be more and 1nore improved. 

I have before stated, that the ideas of ·my coun
trymen on this important subject have been con-

- I 

tinually turned into a wrong channel by the mis-
representations of both parties concerned ; by anti
slavery pan1phlets on one hand, and by op1n1ons 
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and ·publications emanating from the colonists on 

the other. The circulation of such works has pro

duced both harm and good, and their writers are 

partly to be praised, partly to be pitied, and partly 
to be blamed. 

The abolitionists and enthusiasts in the cause of 

anti-slavery are to be praised for their vigorous sup

port of principles which they thought right, and for 

their sturdy opposition to those which they considered 

wrong ; yet they are to be blamed for acting too 

often only upon what they thought, and what they 

considered, rather than upon what they were sure of, 

and what they knew; and they are to be pitied for 

the ignorance which in many instances caused their 

good intentions to produce bad effects. 
/ 

On the other hand, the colonists are to be praised 

for their exertions to an1eliorate the condition of their 

slaves, for the _good laws they have passed, and their 

endeavours to make public the truth; blamed for 

having asserted in some instances a little more than 

the truth ; and pitied because it was the principle 

of self-interest that prompted them to do so,-a prin

ciple which pervades the arguments of all men when 

they are speaking on a subject which concerns them

selves, and which they no more than others could 

resist. I am however willing to think with Pope, 

that 
" Whatever is is best;'' 

and I believe that the violent controversies on slavery, 

however censurable in the1nselves, have nevertheless 




