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VISITORS TO THE ISLAND~ 

ISSUED BY 

(C. G. PHILLIP, PgoPRIETOR.) 



NOTICE. 

The Tourists' Information Bureau has been established by 

Mr. Phillip solely for the benefit of visitors to the Island ; and 

this little precis of information is offered in the hope that it may 

assist in making their stay agreeable. Any services required of 

Mr. Phillip and his assistants will be rendered quite gratuitously. 

Information not found herein will be procured on request. 



DOMINICA was discovered by Christopher Columbus on Sunday 
the 3rd of November, 1493, on his second voyage from Spain. 
Hence the name he gave it-Sunday Island. It is situated in La
titude 15'30° north, and Longitude 61'30° west ; is some 30 miles 
in length and 16 miles in breadth at its widest point, and has an 
area of 291 square miles [120,000 acres], the greater portion of 
which is covered by virgin forest. The island is of volcanic origin, 
and contains, besides the famed BOILING LAKE, many solfataras 
and thermal springs. Its highest peak, Morne Diablot-in, rises 
from the central mountain range, towards the northern end 0£ the 
island, to a height of 4,747 feet, the highest elevation in the Lesser
Antilles. The island is well watered, and the soil exceedingly fer
tile. The annual rainfall varies from 80 inches on the seaboard to-· 
about 300 inches in the uplands of the interior. The temperature 
varies from 66° by night during the winter months to 92° in the 
daytime in summer, in and about Roseau, but it is considerably · 
lower in the mountains, where at least one fall of hail has been 
recorded. January and February are the coolest months. The 
population at the end of 1925 was 40,075-rnales 18,183, females . 
21,892. The revenue is £57,000 a year. Imports in 1925 were o{ 
a value of £146,200, and Exports £125~ 600; and in 1926 the Imports· 
were £164,884 and the Exports £145,871. Lime fruit and lime 
products, and cacao are the principal products. Ccpra, ginger and 
vanilla also are important items of export. Tobacco is grown for· 
local consumption. 

LANDING FACILITIES. 

There are two jetties at which passengers may land or embark 
viz : the Bell jetty, at the southern end of Bay Street, and the· 
Customs jetty further to the north. The former is the more con-· 
venient for transient visitors. Persons intending to stay over 
must land at the latter, and have their baggage inspected by a 
Customs Officer. 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, &c. 

The Post Office is situated on Bay Street, within a few yards 
of the Bell jetty. The Customs House is midway along the same 
street. Barclays (formerly the Colonial) Bank and the offices of 
The West India & Panama Telegraph Co. and of the Pacific Cable 
Board (wireless) are near by in Long Lane and Hanover Streets, 
and the Royal Bank of Canada not far off in O Id Street. The 
Tourists' Information Bureau is on Bay Street, near the Post Office ➔ 
and the Women's Self Help Institution midway between this and 
the Customs House. In this section of the town are also situated 
the principal commercial establishments and steamship agencies. 
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TOURISTS' INFORMATION BUREAU. 

This has been established by Mr. C. G. PHILLIP, the proprie
tor of the "Variety" Store, for the convenience of visitors from 
abroad. Here guides may be engaged; motor cars hired, postage 
stamps, both new and old, purchased, and local and other curios 
and souvenirs obtained. All services are rendered gratuitously. 
Collectors are advised to obtain any stamps required through its 
medium. Toys, Stationery, Fancy Goods, etc., can also be had 
from the Store adjoining the Bureau. 

WOMEN'S SELF-HELP INSTITUTION. 

Fancy neddlework, baskets and curios of all kinds, old china 
and jewellery,picture post-cards, honey, cakes and native preserves 
are on sale. Light refreshments are provided at short notice ; 
breakfast or luncheon to order. 

PLACES OF INTEREST. 

Fnrt Y oung. The erstwhile citadel of Roseau : novv used as 
Police barracks, and headquarters c-f the kcal Defence Force. 
Beyond its historical associations it possesses no present interest. 

St. George's A '!'1g/ica n ('hurch is immediately opposite Fort 
Young. Erected in or about the year 1825, it was reconstructed 
in 1902, when the present chancel and apse at the southern end 
were added. In it are two handscme· stained glarn windcws (by 
Jones & Willis, London). In the churchyard lie two former In
cumbents, an Administrator of the Government and several mem
bers of the congregation whose public services were of cutstand
ing merit. 

Government Ho11.'3P, standing in extensive grounds, to the rear 
of the Church, is the residence of the Officer ad.ministering the 
Government; the approach is by way of a carriag<t drive through 
the gateway a few yards further along Queen's Street. 

Free f-ublic Libraru. The Library is housed in a building pre
sented by the late Andrew Carnegie, situated immediately oppo
site the gate of Government House grounds: it contains some 5500 
volumes, and is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. On the wall of 
the Free Library facing Government House is a Bronze Memorial 
Tablet, erected by private subscription, to the Memory of those 
from Dominica who gave their lives in the Great War. 

Victoria Memorial Museum. This building (within the same 
enclosure as the Library), erected for the purposes of a Free 
Library, in memory of the late Queen Victoria, was later con
verted to the uses of a museum of the fauna, flora and agricul
tural products of the island, and other objects of local interest. 
In it is a replica of von Angeli's "jubilee" portrait of Her Majes
ty, (which hangs in Buckingham Palace,) painted by Davids<?n, 
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by special p0rmissi::m of His Majesty King Edward VII; the cost 
of this was defrayed by public subscription. Here may be in
spected a small but choice eo11ection of Carib stone implements, 
b:;queathed by the late Sir Henry Nicholls, Kt., C.M.G., and spe
cimens of the postage stamps of Dominica and of the Colony of 
the Leeward Islands. Among the photographs displayed is one of 
the extinct Uin bl.)t ( the capped petrel- CEstrelata hmsitata) from 
which the mountain (its natural habitat) derives its name. Ac
C'.)rding to Symington Grieve, the bird is only represented by about 
a dozen specimens, most of which are in public and private col
lections in Europe and the United States. The photograph is 
from one of the latter. Application for admission should be made 
to the Custcdian at the Free Library. 

1 lu~ C:11,n t. f-Ju,.:.')e stands opposite the Museum. In it are held 
the sessions c f the Legislative Council, and of the superior Courts 
or Justice. Upstairs is the Registry of Deeds, &c. Over the 
J udg-e' s bench hang the tattered remnants (protected by muslin 
covers) cf the Colours of the dish>anded Royal Regiment of Dom
inica l\!Iilitia, and two of the regimental drums. The regiment 
earned the appellation "Royal" by the gallant part taken by it in 
the defence of the island from French invasion in 1805. The Col
ours bear the names Poiu te 1Vlichel and 11/Iorne Vaniel, the places 
near which the invasion was resisted, in association with the 46th 
Regiment, whose Colours also carry these honours. Near the vil
lage of Loubiere, about 2 miles to the south of Roseau, and- at 
Morne Daniel about the same distance to the no:rth, are the crum
bling remains of masonry redoubts, where the defenders made 
their historic stand. In the Council Chamber is a silken Union 
Jack presented by the Women of the Empire, in remembrance of 
the part taken in the war by men of the Dominica Contingent to 
the British West Indies Regiment. 

Beyond the Court House is the suburb of Charlotte Ville or 
N ew 1 own, which offers no attractions to visitors. Here is a large 
green used as a public cricket ground, and for football. 

In High Street, which skirts the Court House enclosure, are 
the Dominica Club, and the Lawn Tennis Club, both private con
cerns. Visitors bringing introductions to, or making the acquaint
ance of members of either, may be assured of enjoying the ameni
ties of the clubs. 

1 he · Botanical Gardens. Passing out of High Street into 
Bath Road, and turning to the 1(3ft, the Botanical Gardens are en
tered by way of the southern gate. These gardens form the prin
cipal attraction to most strangers. They comprise an area of 
some 52 acres, most of which is devoted to the cultivation of econ-
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omic and ornamental plants £rem all parts of the tropical world. 
There are extensive lawns fer purposes cf rest and recreation, and 
an excellent cricket ground. No stranger should leave the island 
without visiting these gardens : and those having the necessary 
time available will find it cf advantage tc si::end feveral hours in 
the enjoyment of the ever varying views obtained frcm different 
po1nts in and around them, and the f<tudy of their botanical fea
tures. An official guide book (price 6d.) may be purchased at the 
Tourists' Information Bureau, the Free Library, or the Curator's 
Office in the Gardens. 

11lcrne BrucP. A stiff 6 or 8 minutes' climb up ''Jack's Walk," 
at the eastern extremity of the gardens, takes one to the bluff of 
Morne Bruce, from whence, and along the edge of the cliff, splen
did panoramic views are obtained of the gardens beneath, of Ros
eau, the Bath lime juice factory, the portions of the sea-coast. 
The view from the further side of the plateau, looking up the Ros
eau valley, should not be missed : it is one not readily forgotten. 
Those who do not care to essay the climb may ascend the hill, 
either on foot or by motor car, by way of the public road, with an 
easy gradient, starting, from near the southern entrance to the 
Gardens. 

• 
Persons returning from either the Gardens or Morne Bruce 

may do so by way of Granby Street, when the Union Club and 
Recreation Club are passed (here also Visitors can enjoy the 
amenities of the Clubs by introduction) and on turning into Virgin 
Lane, the residences of the Bishop of Roseau and of the R. C. 
Clergy are passed and also the main entrance to the Cathedral is 
reached. 

1 he Cath dra.l of 1 he Assumption. The nave of this fine edi
fice was commenced early in the 19th century, but brought to com
pletion as late as 1841. The two side aisles were added between 
1846 and 1848. The small tower at the northern end was built in 
1879, and the one at the southern end in 1916. In 1855 the main 
tower and spire were added, during the episcop3.cy of the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Monaghan, the first Bishop of the See. On th~ eastern 
side is the Chapel of Our L ·rdu 0f Perpetual- Helo, beneath which 
is a vault wherein are interred the remJ.ins of form~r Prelates, 
and several of the Clergy, who have died in the island. The mas
sive Pulpit of mahogany is said to have been presented to the. 
Cathedral by the Emperor Napoleon III. The clock in the tower 
has recently been installed in commemoration of the present 
Bishop's Silver Jubilee as a Priest. 

Bethsed<1. Chapel (Wesleyan), also in Virgin Lane, adjoins the 
Cathedral precints. With it are associated the names of some of 
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Dominica's worthiest sons: notably that of Charles Augustus Fil
lan, educationalist, and pioneer temperance advocate in the island. 

Convent of the Faithful Virgin. This commodious building of 
comparatively recent date, adjoining the Botanical Gard@ns, is a 
branch of the Jn.stitute of the Faithful Virgin, at Norwood, Eng-. 
land. The nuns conduct a school for the secondary education of 
girls of the upper class, and also a large primary school for chil
dren of the lower order. 

H(Jf h Estate, on the outskirts of the town, is the most exten
sive Lime orchard, and largest lime juice factory in the world. 
Rose's Lime Juice Cordial, and other preparations made from the 
fruit grown on this estate, are known everywhere. 

The Water } '<L!ls, ab::mt 5 miles from Roseau, are reached by 
way of the Roseau valley. The road is rough, and S)mewhat 
steep for the last mile or more. The journey m:1y best be made 
by motor car to Copt H<1ll. and thence on foot. Heavy boots 
should be worn, as much of the further end of the road is damp 
and sloppy. 

Sulphur .Spi"ings. These are sit-.iated on the Watton Wa11eri 
~'state. across the rive.r from the waterfalls, and are reached 
either by motor car or on foot. Caution should be observed in 
moving about among the mud pools and hot springs, where the 
ground is sometimes treacherous. Application should be made to 
the proprietor, on the Estat2, for permission to roam around. 

Fresh Wnter Lake, 2,200 feet above sea level. About 8 miles 
distant. Reached in 2 hours on horseb:1ck, or 2½ on foot. There 
are 3 lakes joined by narrow passages : only one is visible from 
t he road. The banks are inclined t) be -boggy and treacherous. 
No one should return from this visit without viewing the magni
ficent panorama of Rosalie and the windward sea-coast from 
the ''divide,'' a short distance beyond the Lake. A mackintosh 
and pocket flask will probably he found useful, as showers are 
frequent and the air keen. 

The Boiling Lake. This world-famous natural feature is 
situated in mid-forest, some 12 miles from Roseau. The journey 
is arduous, but can be accomplished by a good walker within the 
hours of daylight. It is more usual, however, to leave Roseau on 
horseback in the afternoon, sleep at the mountain hamlet of Lau
dat, and complete the journey at leisure next morning, returning 
to town in the afternoon. The forest track leads to the crest of 
Morrw Nicholls, beyond which lie a drop of 600 feet into the crater 
( the scene of the eruption of 1880) and a somewhat dangerous 
jaunt to the Lake ¾mile beyond. An experienced guide is 
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necessary, and one can be secured at Ln 11.rl,1 t :· it is best, hcwe"'.rer ~ 
to engage one before hand. April and Iv.Iay are the hEst mcntb.s 
in which to visit the Lake,. 

AccOMMODATWN FOR VrSITORS"~ 

Carlton Houso Cfhe Misses Shew. j) 

Woodstone He use ~ (Mrs7 Gcrdon.) 

Cher:i;y Lodge.. (M:rs_ Tavernier.). 

Mrs~ Musgravep 

(Terms $2.40 a day,. inclusive.} 

Hotel de Paz~ {M.r . .:( ... A~ Ferreira.} 

{Terms $2.G0 & $2 .. 50 a rlry, i.1c1usive. J 

80A'1'MEN,,.S FARE~ 

Landing or em,baiki,ng a :passenger . __ .. 12 e~. 

Trunk or othe:r large pa~kage . . ,. . . . . . . 6 c ... 

Valise or small package . . __ .. __ . . . 4. c .. 

Approximately srune as, B0atmen' s: hut. acc.ordi.1..g- t~ dista.nce 

MOTQ& C.A.R& .. 

$.f .. 
Botanic Ga:rdens, .. ~ . . . _ . .. _ .. _ . . . . . 48. 

Canefield . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 1. 20 

Sylvania (Iml)Bria1 Road) . .. . . . . __ ... ~-6. 0(} 
Layou . .... . . _ . __ .. ... _ ... _ ... . ... , . 5. 0() 

Pointe l\diche1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...1. 50, 
Copt Hal! (For W ate:r Falls or Lake) ... 1. 2() 
Wotton \Vav0n. (For Sulphur Sp:rrings) n .3.0(} 

Morne Bruce ... • .... . . • . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 20· 

The Rect.ory. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60' 
Detention, per hour (Minimum 48c.) . ... LOO 

Per Hour ... ..... ... .. .... ... ....... 2.40 

N .B,.- For the "Willis-Knight" Car 20 9o more on ab.ove rates-. 
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1GU II> E-S. 

Strangers are advised to employ guides only through the 
.Bureau. Urchins and others following" or otherwise annoymg 
·strang,ers should he given ·into -charge of the .Police. 

FISH if NG .. 

The r iz-ers abound i n fish of several varieties, and fairly good 
sport can be obtained near Roseau, and elsewhere. The moun
t ain mullet rises to the fly, li ke trout ; but the large green grass
h opper is more generally used; and worms are the most eff@ctive 
b ait under certain conditions. At the embouchures of the larger 
•·"' tream, a pike-like fish is found, which occasionally scales up to 
20 lbs. King fish 1 barracouda, cavally and other sea fish are 
t aken by t rolling along th 2 coastlin 3 ; and gar fishing, in its sea -
.son, offers exciting sport. 

BAT H XN G. 
I 

ThEre :2rc no r-egular ·bathing places, but deep pools in the 
Rcseau R.iver a.fiord excellent faci lities for indulging in this form 
iof recreation. S€a bathing :also may he obt ained f rom the beaches 
at CanEfie]d, Castle Comfort and Scott ' s Head. The latter, 5 
m iles frcm Rc.seau, is reaeh€d by beat , and is a favourite spot for 
p icnic part ies. Visitors should beware of t he ''manchineel'' trees, 
which form an umbrageous shelter here not far from the shore, 
t~1e leaves of wh)ch bli3 ter the skin if crushed, and i ts fruits (at- ' 
tractive to t.he eye.) deadly if eaten. 

EXTRACTS F RON( " DOMJNICA A FERTILE ISLAND.,., 

( with kind permission C,f fyIR F. S. F AD ELLE, B. Sc.. ) 
' ' The island of Dominica produces every spiec@s of fruit 

p eculiar to the West Indies, all cf which grow there in great 
~perfection. '' 

' The lemon and Jime trees bear also very aromatic scenting 
blcsscms; and the fruit cf both is in great abundance, large, and 
of excellent quality. Of those, the latter especiaUy, great quan
t ities are oft.en sent in barrels to England and America., ' 

Dominica off exs a ttraeticns to the tourist in quest cf the 
p icturesque, for the invalid seeking heal t h, for the naturalist in 
h is researches, and for the settler bent upon business. Here exu
berant wealth of tropical beauty, in variety and grandeur, is un
approached by that of the other islands : her scenery is a minia
t ure of the finest prospects of the Swiss Oberland ; and her up
lands are noted for their salubrity. 
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Dominica is notable as 

The seccnd largest of the whcJe British Lesser Antilles ; 
having the highest mcuntr:.in, Morne Diablotin, 4,747 
feet above the sea. 

Tbe first landfall of Columbus en his second voyage, and 
"t he most Southerly point of that adventure. 

· The only British island between two foreign territories. 

Tt.e home of the greatest number of the remaining ab
< riginal people of the islands, St. Vjncent being the 
only other West India island with Carib inhabitants. 

The [ ole habitat of the two largest parrots in the world the 
f reat "Sisserou" ( Ch1·ysoti~ Auuu;:;ta) and the slightly 
r maller "Jacko" ( Ch1·ysotis Nfrh ollsi). 

The sole habitat among the islands of the biggest beetles 
the huge " .saw beetle" (dynastes hercufrs) over six 
: nches long, indigenous to South America. 

"Board and lodging are as cheap as in any of the islands ; 
h)l1Se rent is low, and servants' wages moderate; agricultural, 
skilled and artisan labour generally are cheap; fruit and vegeta
bles are plentiful to a degree unknown in the rest of the Leeward 
Islands ; fi. h is abundant, except on the Windward side ; and but
cher's meat, though not plentiful, is cheaper than in most of the 
oth 3r islar ds. There is some good shooting for the man who does 
not mind roughing it; and the principal streams afford very fair 
mull2t and other fishing." 

'' Lake Bceri, another old crater, some 300 feet above the 
''Lake.'' A ride to the ''Lake'' and a tramp of several hours 
under the j igh woods bring one to this secluded spot. Its shores are 
much more accessible than those of the "Lake," which cannot be 

. thoroughly explored except afloat on it. The water of Lake Boeri 
is E xceedir gly cold, and it.s level varies considerably.'' 



L. A. DUPIGNY 
GENERAL MERCHANT. 

ROSEAU, DOMINICA, B.W.I. 

Exporter of Limes, Linie Ju1'.ce, 

Oranges, Grape Fruit, 

Mangoe.r:;, and other 

lJo-minican Produce. 

Cable Address: Codes used:-

DUPIGNY A B.C. 5th & BENTLEY'S. 

P.O. Box 32. 

HOTEL DE PAZ 
ROSEAU, D0i\1INICA. 

Run on modern lines • 

ALL CONVENIE1VCES. 

J. A. FERREIRA & Coy. 

WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS. 

General Importers 
& Exporters. 

H. H. V. WHITCHURCH, 
Shipping, Commission, Estate 

& Insurance Agent. 

LLOYD'S AGENT 

Importer, & Exporter of all 

Island Produce. 

Representing:

BUCHANAN'S Black & Wh!te 
Whiskey 

GORDON'S London Dry Gm 

McEW AN'S Ale & Stout 
OGILVIE Flour Mills 

Etc., Etc., Etc. 

Inquiries solicited. 

WM. STEDMAN & CO. 

AGENTS for 

Furness Withy & Co.'s Steamers 

Canadian Government Merchant 

l\1arine 

Royal Netherlands West India 

Mail. 

CODES USED: 

A. B. C. 4th EDITION 

A. B. C. 5th EDITION 

(Improved) BENTLEY'S 

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPHIC 

CODE (5 Letter) .. 



. J. H. SULLY -JOSEPH, 

ROSEAU, DOMINICA. 

DEALER IN 

Groceries, Stationery, 

Perfumery @nd Toilet 

Articles, etc. 

LICENSED BAKER. 

Cable Address: Codes: 
SULLY ~JOSEPH A.B.C. 5th Imp. 

BENTLEY'S. 

THE 

NEW LEBANON STORE 

E.lIAS GEORGE 
General Dry Goods Merchant 

Commission Agent. 

OLD STREET, 

Roseau, Dominica, B. W. I. 

Telegraphic Address : 

ELIAS, Dominica. 
-------- __ .......... ........... ____ _ 

Jas. RQ H. Bridgewater 
---

DRUGGIST & COMMISSION 

MERCHANT. 

Exporter of Raw Lime· Juice. 

Green Limes, I-land Pressed 

Lime Oil & Distilled Lime Oil, 

Corner Queen & Church Streets. 

AGENT: 

Liverpool & London & Globe 

Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Imperial Life Assurance Co. 

of Canada. 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 

Kodak flints 
and other 

photo necessiiies. 

C'andies~ 
High class perfumery· 

incl,uding 
Coty's & Houbigant's. 

ALSO 

Cigarettes & I ob acco 
"T·HE DOMINICA 

DISPENSARY CO." 



FOR WHATEVER 
YOU MAY 
REQUIR~ 

- whether · it be a PIN 

or an ANCHOl{-

'CALL AT 

' u 

~ntolnr ,ounts, 
I ' 

General Dry- Goods 

Merchant. 

THE "VARIETY" · :. Everybody's Store :-\ 
· STOREo 

I j 

Special facilitie.s ·to Market Square 
Strangers on the 
pre1n1Ses. 

C. G. PH I L LIP; 
Proprietor. 

Roseau, Dominica, B. W.I. 
-- ----,·-····•····--··----·--·--·--· •----·---------·----·--

P.O. Box 6. 

Telegrams:- PIVETEA U 

Do~inica ' 

L. A. Piveteau 
l)ttouision, \!ommission & 

~enettal JJ}ettrltant. · 

· Dry Goods Store : - · 
C or. Cork Street - Long _Lane. 

Provision & · 
Liquor Store 

Queen · Street. 
' 

: . 

Branch: - Old Street. 

Cable :-_-EVESTORE, 

Domfnica. 
.. 

···············-······-··················· ······························•·'······· ·- ··························· ·····-····-

A. (~. Shillingf 0 1rd, 
MARKET SQUARE, ROSEAU~ 

Importer & , Exporter. 
Specializing in the export of all 

i~land Produce viz :-

Distilled and Expressed 
-Oil' of Limes, 

Bay Oil, 
Orange Oil, 

Raw L1me Juice, 
Concentrated Li.me Ju,ice 

(for Citric Acid), 
· Cocoanuts and Fruits. 
, Inquiries solicited. 

Can quote C. I. F. any 
important port. 

/ 


