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:Re'turn to an Address frorri, Th1 Honour~ble House ~f Commons, to His Maj'esty, 
dated 29 M'arch i 82 i ;-for 

C~pies or· Exttacts of the CoRRESPONDENCE betwee~, Lord BA TH u RST . 

and the different CoLONIEs, on the ,subject of their payirig the who]~ 
o~ any portion of the Expense for their MiLIT ARY DEFENCE. · 

,1, N° 1.-Copy of a Circular Letter from the Ead Bathurst to the Governors 
of His Majesty'·s Colonies in the West Indies. 

Sir, Downing Street, 31st July, 18'16. 

· J AM commanded by His Royal Highness the Prince Reg~nt to instruct you to 
take the earliest opportunity of ascertaining the disposition of the Legislature of N° 1 • 

the Island under y9ur government, with respect to providing for the subsistence of Circula~: addressed 

sueh a propqrtion of Britis~ t_roo~s, not of colour, as ~hey ma~ deem a~~quate ~or ;a.t!d~~;,er1~., of 
.the mamtenance of tranqmlhty m the colony. 1n brmgmg this propos1t10Q under tigua, St. Christo-. 
their consideration you will not fail to represent to them the necessity which pher's, Grtnada, 
;J is Royal Highness feels himself under of reducing, by every possible means, the Dominica, St. Vin-

·-1· d · f h d h 1 h h h b cent Tobago Ba-nu 1tary ex pen 1ture o t e country; an t at a t oug arrangements ave een h- ' B - 'd 
d r ·d· d • h l · f h" .!" amas, t::rmu . U.i . ma e 1or prov1 mg, urmg the present year, at t e so e expense o t 1s counfry, 1or 

the garrisons maintained in the colonies, yet that it will in futur~ years be impossible 
to maintain an equal force unless some part of the charge be defrayed by the 
colonies themselves. 

Y ou will at the earliest moment communicate to me the result of your applica
tion to the Legislature; and I have only to add that His Royal Highness relies 
upon your discretion for making the proposition in the manner m03t likely to 
ensure it a favourable reception. 

I have, &c. (signed) 
BATHURST. ·· 

N° 2.--E xtract of a letter from his Grace the Duke of Manchester, 
to Earl Bathurst, dated Jamaica, 20th December 1 816 :-(Two 
Enclosures.) -

THE Session terminated yesterday, and the usual supplies have been voted for N° ~-
the service of Government. I wish I could have informed your Lordship that the ~xtra~t of Letter 

assembly had agreed to assume upon itself the entire subsistence of the garrison 0f ~0~ hi~ tace ~:,_ 
the island; but, after the subject had been b~fore the h@se for a considerable te;toeiarlB:~~urst. 
tim~ a message was sent to me, of which, I enclose a copy. 2-0 Dec. 1816. 

T be unqualified refusal of the house to comply with what had been required of 
theO?, and the very intemperate language in which that refusal was conveyed, 
appeared to me to require some mark of my disapprobation; and it became 

. necessary also that the house should distinctly understand, that with such a. message 
befot~e me I could under no circumstances consent to strengthen the garrison of 

· the island .whilst it appeared that the house were determined not to subsist more 
troops tnan \hose for which the faith of the island stands pledged. Of this commu
nication, I also enclose a copy; and had the house been disposed to remove anl 
impressjcm of incivility which their me.ssage had excited, an opportunity was 
afford¥d ,them of doing s?. But the question was lost by a majority of two. .,, , , 

(Enclosure 1 .) 

L. · ~May it. please your Grace, . . 
WB ~~re -ordered by the house to wait on your Grace, and most respectfuHy, tp 

infor~ you that the house has paid due attention to your Grace's message o( the 
26th Noviember 'last, recommending that provision should be inade for the sub
sistence of such white troops as may be stationed for the defence of the islahd, 
although the number may exceed that for which the assembly now stands pledged ; 
and that after having maturely considered the object of the ·application, the house 
has to regret that whilst effectual measnres have been adopted to r~lieve the. inhahi-

485. · tants 
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4 CORRF,SPONDENCE BETWEEN LORD BATHURST AND THE COLONIES, 
- -

tants of the mother country from the pressure of the heaviest taxes after the 
termination of a long and burthensome war, His Majesty's loyal subj~cts in this 
island, instead of participating in the general blessings of peace are to be called 
upon for additional contributions. · 

The circumstances in which this country is at this time involved-the great 
depression in !he prices of its various staples, and articles of commerce-the ruinous 
and oppressive war-:duties which still remain-th~ pressure of a very heavy existing 
debt-.the very burthensome taxes which are already necessary to defray the annual 
expenses of the island, and which will be c·onsiderably increased by the expense of 
a bill for the enrolment of the slaves, which has passed this house in consequence 
of the very earnest recommendation of His Majesty's Ministers, make it, in the 
opinion of the hous.e, their imperative duty not to comply with the requisition con
tained in your Grace's message for subsisting a greater number of troops than tlie 
nupiber for which the faith of the island already sta~ds pledged. 

(Enclosure 2.) 
Mr. Speaker, 

Inclosure 
2

, I am commanded by his Grace the governor to represent to the house the great 
in the Duke of l\Iau- emba-rrasstnent his grace may be placed in should any unforeseen emergency call for 
chester's 20 Dec. a reinforcement of troops in this island. . 

' i 816· His Majesty's Ministers, in their provident care for the safety of Jamaica, had 
authorized his Grace (in the event of his deeming it urgently necessary) to strengthen 
the garrison of the island . by an European regiment from Halifax, in the confidence 
that the House of Assembly would pr0vide for the subsistence of such additional 

· ,regiment. · . 
, . His Grace disclaims any intention of animadverting on the refusal of the house 

to comply with the Prince Regent's earnest appeal to their liberality ; but the tone 
of asperity in which the first message of the house to his Grace, of Frid~y last,- is 
co·nveyed, and the severe reflections _ it casts upon the measures of His Royal 
Highness's Government, render it necessary for his Grace to inform the house that
he cannot under any circumstances avail himself of the authority which has- been 
given him to call for a regiment from Halifax whilst all hope of its subsistence 
being provided for seems to_ be entirely precluded. 

N° 3. -Copy of a Letter from Governor Cameron to the Earl Bathurst, 
dated New Providence, the 10th Jan. 1817 :-(One Inclo~ure.) 

· My Lord, New Providence, 10th J anu3:ry 181 7. 
N° 3· I had the honour, on the 14th November last, to ~ acknowledge the receipt of 

Letteer from Gover- you Lordship's circular letter of the 31st July, relative · to the disposition of the 
• nor ameron to L . l "d .c h b · f h h. · a· b d -£ar1 Bathurst eg1s ature to prov1 · e 1or t e su s1stence o sue w 1 te troops . as m1g t e a equate 

10 Jan. 1817.' to the maintenance of tranquillity in thi's colony. And I have the honour to enclose 
a message which I have received from the Le_gislative Assembly, in answer to my 

Enclosure. 

communication on this important subject. 
.I have, &_c. (Signed) 

To the Earl Bathurst, 
&c. ~c. &c. 

( Inclosure.) 

C. Cameron. 

May it please Your Excellency, . . : 
· IN an-swer to yol:lr fa~cellency's message of the . 27th November last, enclosing 
an extract of a letter addressed to your Excellency by Earl Bathurst, dated 31 st 
July, instructing your Excellency to take the earliest opportunity of ascertaining 
the disposition of the Legislature of these islands, with respect to providing subsist
ence for such a proportion of British troops, not of colour, as might be deemed. -
adequate to the maintenance of tranquillity in the ~olo9y, the House of Assembly 
have to state, that the very limited revenues of the colony, in the present depressed 
state 0f-the commer~~ -and agriculture ~hereof, 11-re _inagequate _ to , defra~ aoy part 
whatsoever of the m1htary expenses whicli may be .. Jneur.red on_ these islands. 

~ House of Assembly,} .·. 
· · 11th Dec. 181.6. 

JJ •• 

. "' 

Hy Order Q( t_he_llouse, _ -



ON THEIR PAYING FOR THEIR MILITARY DEFENCE. • 5 

N° 4.-Copy of a Letter from Lieut. General Sir James Leith to Earl 
Bathurst, dateg Barbadoes, 19th Sept. 1816. 

My Lord, B~rbadoes, 19th September 1816. 

I ~A VE had the honour to receive your Lordship's _circular, dated 3 1 st of last N° 
4
• 

J ~ly, mstructing me to ascertain the disposition of the Legislature of this island Letter from Lt ... G . 
. with respect to the providing for the subsistence of such a proportion of British Sir James Leith 
troops, not of colour, as may be deemed adequate for the maintenance of to Earl Bathur5t, 
t ··1·t · 19 Sept. 1816. ranquu 1 y. 

I shall not fail to embrace the earliest occasion to bring this proposal under 
the ccmsideration of the Legislature in a manner the most likely to ensure a fa
vourable reception. 

I have, &c. 
Earl Bathurst, His Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

(Signed) 
J. Leith. 

N° 5.-Copy of a Letter from Major-General Ramsay to Earl Bathurst, 
dated 16th October 1 816 :-(Two Enclosures.) 

My Lord, _ Government House, Antigua, 16th October 1816. 
I HA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's circular N° 5. 

despatch of the 31 st July last, · transmitting instructions from His Royal Highness Letter from Major
the Prince Regent to submit to the Colonial Legislature of this Government, the ge~er~ Ram;ay, 
necessity for them · to defray some part of the expense ·of a · certain proportion of c • 1 • 181 • 

the white troops that it might be deemed necessary to station in it for the tran-
quillity of the colony. '. 

I lost no time in calling the Legislature together, and laying before them your 
Lordship's letter, and now transmit you their reply, which, althougfi not attended 
with the desired success, I trust will not be imputed to any want of . exertion on 
my part to carry His Royal Highness's commands into effect. 

As soon as I receive an answer from Montserrat it shal_l be forwarded ; but I 
much fear, from the very distressed state of that island, they have it not in their 
power to contribute to the maintenance of troops, even should they be ever so 
well inclined for it. , _ 

I have the honour to be, with high respect, my Lord, your · Lordship's 
most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) Geo. lJTttn. Ramsay. 
Right hon. Earl Bathurst, Major .. General and Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. 

P. S. The reply from the Legislature of Montserrat js herewith trai1smitted. 

( Enclosure 1.) 
Sir, Antigua, October 14th 1 816. 

,vE have it in command, by a joint reso_lution of the two houses of Legis_lature, . E1tclosure 1. 

to acknowledge your Excellency's communication of the 4th instant, and to state, rn ?eneral Ram~ 
that the measure proposed in the accompanying despatch of the right. honourable say s, 16 Oct. 1816• 

Earl Bathurst, bearing date Downing-street, July 31 st, has been taken into con-
sideration by both houses, who are unanimously of opinion that this island is utterly 
unable to comply with the wishes of His Majesty's Government in supporting 
such a body of troops as may be necessary for the security and tranquillity thereof. 

This communication, Sir,- we frankly confess, has filled our minds with uneasiness, 
as we are at a loss to discover why this colony, in common with all others in the 
West Indies, is still to' contribute largely and unalleviatingly to the general ,resources 
of the State, while we are, on the other hand, to forfeit that degree of protection 
which the mother country has _been accustomed to extend over ~s ; or why His 
Majesty's Government should propose, ~.hen t~e. aspec~"of t~e times renders its 
countenance and support, as well as a ··m1htary vigilance m this part of the world, 
peculiarly ·desirable, to absolve itse~f, as it were, from that full reciprocity of obliga
tion which has been ever held -to exist between a parent State, and .its ancient 
dependencies. 1 • 

. 485. . B If 
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'6 CORR~~P.9-NJ?}t~C;& jl:';rW~EN' •r.9,:W.D p~TS1(!~fp __ ~(~p-, ~:I-IE ~OLONIES, 

·, ·, ~,1:f',at this particular ju11cture, Sir, when we have nothing 1~o ~apprehend J:om the 
hostility of ~ny fore~gn enemy, t}lere e~i_sts a strong ~necessity f9r a J!O.n~nde_ralDle 
crt.1,iFirta-fy ifor-oo ooia~f retaine~ :in this:quarter of th~ globe, yqut ~xceHency wiq do 
us the justice to believe that it does not arise -from circumstances of our own crieat1on, 
but solely . fro1!1 t_h~t dang~tou; srir_it of interferenc;e ~ith 9.ur_domes\ic c9~Gerns on 
the ~pa.rt of , m~hv,1cluals tJn England, and the pubh~ ag1tat10n of quest10ns and 
w.~as,vres ther.~, \Vhjc_l) J>w tpei\r ,CQQ-$eq,l}i~c~s -~~ye t¥tlr~w;ly de€;p,1y shak~Q our ire
<),i,t ~od h~ppiness, ,1-09 J>y their cc3ntim.w,n~e mu .. st :ult~~t.~iy p-rp?,e f~t~l .to ,our sa~ty 
ind exis,tenc;e,. - . . , 

Jt,is µ9t pecess,ary, ped,1,ap~, tQ r~c~l ~oxhe reao)_~ctiPt9 of your E.x.c~ij©Pcy, l_i.p.w 
much, in ~ommon with the other colonies of His Majesty, in the West Jp5ijep, w~ 
~\re~dy ~.OR.tf~but~ ito -.:µppold tq~ -1¥0.sper,ti.W 9f ,tlw 1s~~~~, ~r;i.4 ~the .~ean~ ()if p_ub~ic 
.~xpen.@.m~e, n~t ow.or i.o.,c,l~re_~tly l;>~ purc~.a~ing .the ~~n~faetur~ pf {i~~~ :.6r-1ta»l, 

i and by employing her sl!ipping to , an immense ex~ent, but. alSQ ~i;r,~ctly, by _the 
vast amount of J\e.ayy duties p.8!,i_d ,9.n ou_r produce on importation, and by the· tax of 
four anq. a l\alf per cent. on our income, lyy~ijd ,withjn c.e~j,!) ~f.tthe . .c,~~s, ·1w.b.jch 
we humbly conceive, cannot, at present, yield toge~~r, for ~s .@.QJ3:sw.al1{sJ~nd alone, 
~ less annual sum than 300,000 l. sterling. Your Excellency must be sensible like-

< w.is€, -fao-w much we are virtually-taxed, and our means -straitened, by thai sys-t~m of 
' restricted intercourse with the United States of America, which it is the inffexible 

• :· , ·_

1 

.~ '~\.. -

1 

· ' policy of ;Elis Majesty's 1Government to ~nforce. Whatev~r. pararµount motiv~s may 
c v... induce His Majesty's miaisters to afford us relief in this respect, the eff~ct is ·cer

tain .to treble tg us the cost of t.h~ necess;ri~s r~9uisite for the Sl;tbs-~stetlce and 
welI-being of our sla~.~ populati.9n, ~nd of th.e .V\l'rious l_suprJi~s indis_p,«;msool~-for carry-

~ irg on 9ur est,ate~, whil~ it _ren(j.e_r_~ !l-Il irnp9rtc;1,J1t p1artp Q,~rpro.duc~ a clead weig_nt 
on our hands. . .. 

o·ur ~ncp~petency to support, i_n any degr~e, the additi-0pal burth~~s now .in CO!l-. 

templat1pn, will be mo_re _ev1qent w)len Wt repre~ent, .th~t the ,extreme pf.cessur~ ao<J 
difliculties occasioned by the long European and late American war5, 1)av~ plunged 

, most propri~tors dee:ply iuto dept; ~nd .th~t th~ f~vo.ur,~hle demand for ~ofonial 
\ pr:od.uce whicp lately exi~t«rd in Europ~ h~s been shprt livf;d ~n~eecl; as, by th~ rnpst 
· recent ~n~elligence w picp 'Ye h~ve r~cejyed, i~ is DQW a,Jm9~,t ~~ }lluch .cJ~preciated 

. · and as unsale'able as eyer. 
.. Indepen~ently c)f these circmpsl~PCi€s, ~v.ery qne 11/PO ,knows tpe col011y is 
, aware of th~ babjt_µal sccJ,rc~ty of spe~ie; that IlilQn~y ~~nn9t ~ p,rovided wit.bout 

th~ utmost difficulty, ~ven for the.or~jnary 9-~man~s of .th~ colo~i.Q-1 treasury; that in 
fact, persons of the best credit cannot frequently procure money for their biUs ; 
and that_ for giviqg facility to th~ tr~n~act.iop~ q.nd ~ot~q:qurse c,f life,. it_ has loag 
been necessary to make produce a legal t~nder fqr debts. µov~rnµient has the 
means ~f PfP~~ring ~on~y on the mQs~ fa:vourable terms in different parts of the 
\Vest Indies, as its e_xig~ncies require, and of safely tr~n~p9rt.ing the same to. the 
particular place where I it may be wanted, but this would ~ imprac,~icable · to a 
small colony, pos~~ssing neither the requisite cr~dit :QOr ~ny ~u~h fc!,Ciliti@§. ff in 
a moment of inconsiderate liberality, or under the strong temptation thrown out of 
a substitution of European troops for those of colour, the required concessjon should 
be made on our part, our matt,1rer ~Xrpwi~~c~ woµld, we are confident, only exhibit 
an µo.a:voi~able iFrng1=1la,ritt,7 i~ payment, thereby tending to produce perpl~xity to 
q.oy½rµme~t, and di&satj~fa~tion among t}.le troop~,. - . 
. _H_av,in~ _.thus s_u.~~jpctl_y ~t~ted _th~ impr~ctic~bilit~, und~r wha\~v.er .~ve~s ,.may 

- ans~., 9f our beanqg any p,art m th~s :t>,ra~1ch of e:x;pend1ture, w~ c~nq.o,t b.ut €xp~e~_s our 
a.~,x1:oy.~ h?p,e t~at ~-0 ~nexp~cte.d ~ me.a,sur~ IrA~Y not hav~_ j;}e~t;I proE!~sed to~-u~~ 
WJt,h a ~re.~t½r Vl.~W of success, ~t·~ mo~~nt when .our f&~rs ~na apprehr~nsmm may 
natvr~ll~ b~ sup,pose(j to be aeijtely ahve on account ~f recent d9w~st~c _occ.ur
I'eAces., for ~Helf a_ s.te.p copld only b~ c;onsjc;l.ere.d ~~ undignifie.~ iJl_ th~ l!i.gl:i~t aegr~e, 
c1:n9 #a 9J~.d r~gtQtul ~Of t~a.t loya~ ~d p,~t~~ {o~ow.ing o( tbe v9ri.9,!!S fortl!H~s ~of the 
moth.er ~.99iQ~ry, which l~a~ mark~d thes~ col91q.1~ for ~P ooa,;ty Y~-~t~ ~st, _ . . 

IQ _fw~, .~J.r, ,vty ~?st humb.ly, ~.~t -~ar1;1est;ly, sultll!it ~ itµ.~. ~erjo . s~ c;ol!§iperation 
of 1:fJ~. 1\1.~Je~ty s _n;um~te.rs~ whether~ if in ~nf9r.~jty ~9ll!e~\J:Jp.J}iljty <ti~W:~SSitl on 
9,~t~ 2s.\dts to defr~y _th~ fr~P,et:i~e pf t,p.~ n~~~a,r,-_y, ~~rr.1~~1i .. iin~ Ui~~ j§l~~s, ij:is 
¥aJJ~~tx.s_tro,~_p~ b~-:~ctua~~ \y1~l)dr~wn1 ~~~- t~~~e ~olon1~~ fi~e S'!l·lJ tQ be e:,c-po5€&loth~ 
ll}.,~c.~1ev0.u~ .-d~,}tgps ·a~d m~~diou§ m~<;.b1P~t1on~ :0£_ .~9e}! a oie_d eo,e9:1je§ ·n Gr~e.t 
Bnt~~µ, . th~~f dq.om will no.t tq.er.e~y ,Qe _se~l~, ffl~ ~ - jf ~-~- ~x~al:}lyrweijsured -; 
~p~ w9e~lw1, ,?l th .. ~ ,cons~.qw~.r;it ~ef.ah;~,19,;i qf $~ rey~ue, .~I}tl t _ e rewovar of the 
mc1tement which they confessedly afford to the agricultural, commercial_~( ma~u-

" fac~~ng 



faetm ing energieq of tae ation,, the gen~ral pvessure amd embar.rassment will_ not 
thereoy be infinitely aggra¥ated. _ _ .:/ 1 

- With ev:erJ s.~JJt_i.t.Qent. fw. _resp~~t ~n~ ~c~:n1~i(i]er,_~ion, .we bt1,v,e 1tie honour to 
remam, • , t,. 

Y.our Exoellency's most obedient· ,and -v«,y· humble servapms;_ · 
• •• • A ) • ,~8i~ID!e.d~ , A • • Etkvar.d iBy.am, P. C. . 

. Nich0la.~ Nug6llt, Spe~er. 
I-ij1s E~~ejl~n9y :lVIajor--Gooer~l Ramsar, 

C~pitaiQ~0~_0.el!~l ~~d Qoy;~rno.r-in-Chief in and 0v.er the 
Islands of Antigua, Montserrat and 8-~rb.uda, &c. &c. &e. 

l l 

Ii.· 

Extract frnm the Minutes of Council of the JsfaQ<:i of · Mm1t~~rrat., · aaie.d 
12th .October 1.816. 

ii 'f.he Gentlemen of thte Assem:biy ,to )tie ·Presiderat of the Counoit 

·,, 
1THJS House l~as taket;1 into its serfous eonsjdeq1ti® Lord .Ba.thursf ~ Jetter to 

Go.vernor Ramsay, relativ.e to ' the disposition of the Legislature of tb.e islanq to Enclosure 2, 

prov;ide for the ~nibsistence of such a pro,portio_n ,9f ;British ,troops .(not of colpuir) in Governor Ram-
'1~s 'it m~y deem adeg~~te for ,the mainter~~nce_ ~f tr~nquillity _in this eolony; _and-;, it say'~ letter, 16 Dece 
)s unammously of op1moo, that, let the d1spos1t10n of the L@g1slature be wh,at1t \YlU, 1810

• 

the 1sland is totatly unable to go to any ft:µther expense in that particular th~n ivhat 
it d,oes ~t pr~sent; namely, the• pnding tlw!Il i,n b~rracks and w.~ter ; and re.coI,Droend 
that a firm and prompt answer should be returned to Governor ~amsay; ~tp bie 
transmitted t9 the colonial ~eCiretary, ll:P9n this very imp9rtant subj~ct." 

1 

1 

The President and Council ffiO the Gentlemen of d1€ Assembly. 1 , · 

" This Boaa,d hfuS taken ,into ,its serjous -eemsideratioB Lord JBat1mrst's letter to 
G-,0ve nor Roo.nsay, rntative to. the -.clisp.ositio.n ,of the· Legish1ture of this island t-o 
:provide for tl4e -subsistence of SlJ,Ch a pro49ortioo of Brhi~h tmops (n01t of colaur) 
as it may <lee~ adequate for the maintenance of tranquillity in the ootlony; and it 
is una-oirnously of o,~it1ion, that~ Jet tbe dis.posi.ti@n .of the Legislature be what. it 
wm, the islamd _is t<,taHy unable ito go ,to any fi.1rther expens€ in that particular than . 
:wbai i1: dcies at .pre.sf;ot; namely, , the finding them in barracks and water; and 
. ur a:t,1imo1Jsly cono1llr with yo~r House, that a firm and prompt answer sho_µld be 
returned to Governor Ramsay, to be transmitted to the colonial secretar~, upon 
tbisr ery impo1:t~t' subject.'' ~ /4 r ' , 
rt · By ,eommand, 

(Signed) James Masters, Clerk of the 001.mdl. 
rl · &o.macil-.€ha.u;ilier., -ut.b fl;ctober t816. 

N° 6.. -;::-=~o_py ·.of L~tt.er from Governor Pr9by~ to Earl Baithurst, dated 
St. Christopher's, 16 January 1817 :-(One· Enclosure.) 

~ My L~l~, . Saint Christo_pher's) 16t_h January, 1817 . 
. s . I fll). V~ tb;e bq.Q101;1r ~~ ,~Qolqse th~ answer of .th~ _Co~ji ancl /\ssemhly -cl .this 
j~l~~4 , .to the Pfs9-J>O~~l, wt\\el) eonfo.rPi}~~ly to your Lor~ship:'s . circular letiter 0;f the Letter ~~!· Gaver-
3) st J u.ly, I 1P.ubm1tted to tei~, for p,rondaing for tl!ie subsistence ,of such a _proportion nor )?rQbyn to Earl 
o( tr9qps as thex · \Fight c;leerp ad~u~te for ttbe maiRtenumce ,of branquiUity in the , Bathurs.t, 1§ Jan. 
col,o~y. · ~ · _ 1817. 

t Qyg lia ~ at. tQ,~ ~fs\tll~ tjJAe tp ijS.sute your Lordship, that ia b~inging this matter 
unde:r :~heir CQ.¥,si,deratioQ• ~ t.ook ,eyery possibl,e me.ans- that I e~t1ld devise tc0 .ensare 
it a ~vo,urahl,'r, vece.~tion ; ~nd it h.as not. fueen ow.1ing to -any wa.rit of exertion en m~ 
p{\\rt t~ tli~ p,ro.positioa ~-as. niist~i:rJed. . 

I have tbi<; ~OQ-Ol!lf to be, with g(eat cansicleratiom, -niy L0;11d, your totdshi1ls most 
o.bedient liqipplt:l $WVP;Ptt, . ,:J • • • . 

• . . 

1

• , , ,'Sio.ge.~~ l' 

1

~ 'Thnmas Probyn, Capt.-G.en1• to tlu~ .r~µt hono..nF~t.l~.&- ' .. ~ , ~ c, 
th~ ~~arl Bathurs'tt ~ • ~~ . ~c. ·· u 
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8 COltltESPOND.ENCE, ,BE';rW~EN LORD B'ATHU.RST .A~!,W , THE COLONIES; 

(Enclosure.) 
:, 

• - To His Excellency, Thomas Probyn, Esquire, &c. &c. &c. 

· May it please you~ Excelle9cy, ;, · 
. Endoiure, WE, .the Council and Assen1bly of Saint- Christopher feel ourselves _deeply 
m ~ overnor Pro-, impressed witµ regret at the information. you have laid before us~ announcmg the 
byus, 

16
Jan. ~81 i ·, intention of His Majesty's .ministers, not to keep up the number of troops that may 

be deemed requisite for preserving the internal .tranquillity of this colony, unless 
iti inhabitants contribute 'towards the expense."-" · ' · . 

We did flatter ourselves that the unshaken loyalty of the colonies, the · large 
revenue and considerable commercial benefits, which they adduce -to the mother 

•;, country, might have rendered them worthy of her U_!lconditional protection. 
His .Majesty's ministers cannot _ but know that ~ est fooia property is in general 

: (pa~ticularly' in the older colonies) mortgaged,or otherwise encumbered to an amount 

No 7. 
L et ter from GovQr. nor P·robyn to the 
Ea.rl Bathurst, 
1 6 Jan. 1 8 1 7. 

equai to its value. ~- , ·· ,., ~ 
. The descendants of tnost of the opulent proprietors· of former days, who are not 

already consigned to ruin and oblivion, prnserve so small a portion of real interest in 
tbeir estates, that a tax- sufficient to ,defr~y die erxpense of a moiety of the military esta
blishment of this island would so absorb-the remnant of their revenue ~s to precipitate 
them into beggary, and the wrec~ of their estates into the hands of mortgagees and 
creditors. Equal!J depressed is the. speculator of later years, whose greatest 
exertions are barely sufficient to make good the interest of his m:~paid purchases. 

Th~ deserted streets and empty w~rehqt1Ses of our towns announce a commerce 
so cra:mped aiid restricted as Jrequently to withhold from our populati9n th~ food 
necessary to support n,ature, except at immoderate and ruinous prices. 

We have invariably considered that the forces hitherto stationed in this island . 
have been supported from the resources of the colony. _ 

To answer this most desirable purpose, we ·conceive our fqrefath.ers acquiesced in 
the heavy tax of 4½ per cent. on produce exported; to wllich'~severe burthen, and 
the purposes for which it was granted, we beg to call the recollectiot1 ot His 
M~ajesty's ministers. _ ~ 

We are well aware that the inflammatory doctrin~s disseminated in the coronies 
by agents of fanatical incendiaries in Great Britain, may have placed our properties 
and personal safety in -some hazard ; but we are also aware, _ that to accede to the 
requisition: now proposed, would be to plunge ourselves and ~families into certain 
ruin. _ ~ · -

In this situation of general poverty and disti:ess we feel ourselves under the 
necessity of solemnly declaring !)Ur total jnability _ to c~ntribute t~ the maintenance 
of the 'regular troqps. ' . · · 

St. Christopher, · (Signed) Stedman Rawlins, President. 
- 1 st' November, 1816. George Berkeley, Speaker. 

N° 7;-Copy of a Lett~r from Governor Probyn to the Earl Bathurst, 
dated St. Christophe'r's, the 16th of January 1817 :-(One Enclo_sure.) 

My Lord, -1- Saint Christopher's, January 16, l 8 t 7. 
-/ 

I BEG leave to acquaint your Lordship, that previous to my -arrival in this 
Govern~ent, and on the breaking out of the disturbances at Bar,badoes, a com
pany -from the regiment fo~ming the garrison of Brimstone Hill; in this island, 
was sent to Nevis, and has been for some tirne past withdrawn.. But as it was 
the wish of the inhabitants of Neyis to have permanently one hundred men for 
their security, the CounGil and Assembly voted. a ·sum .of. money for the erection 
of a barrack, hospital, &c. for the accommodation of the same. I therefore 
judged it pr9per to appri~e them of the substance of your Lordship's circular · 
despat?h ?f. the . 31st July, relative to t~e colonie~ defraying part ?f the charge 
for ma~ntam1.ng .the troops ; . and I herewith transmit to your Lordship a copy of 
the commumcatlon made to me by the Council and Assembly on t~e subject. 

. I have the honour to be, &c. 

The right hon. the Earl Bathurst, K. G. 
&c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) Thos. Prohyn. 



O~ TH·EIR ' PAYING· ·FoR THEIR MILITARY DEFENCE .• , g 

1 

(Enclosure.) · .1 

· Sir. Nevis, J~nuary 2, 1817. 
IN obedience to the desire of the two-branches of the Legislature of this ·· island, . Enc}osure, 

we have to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellencf s despatch of the 7th of 1bn (f0 v
6
erJnor P

8
ro-

D b . . . . , . yu s 1 an. t 17. 
· ecem er. 

The Council and Assembly are particularly anxious that it should· be repvesented 
to your Excellency, that they have lately voted the su.m of 10,oool. for the purpose 
of erecting barracks, suitable for the accommodation of one hundred men and 9fficers, 
to be invested in His Majesty, his heirs and successors ; and they tru~t. that such an 
exertion, from such very limited me~ns, will abundantly prove to His Royal High
ness the "Prince Regent that -the ]?est disposition pvevails in both houses .to meet the 
wishes· of Government, as far as their power will permit. 

It becomes our peculiar duty to point out to your Exceliency the inade,uacy 
of the resources of this island· to provide, in any proportion, for the maintenance 
of the troops which the commander in chief of the forces had been •solicited to send 
for our protection, before your arrival in this government ; a'nd therefore it is, natnral 
that a great anxiety should prevail to ascertain, through the medium of your:Exeel-

•· lency's good offices, first, whether His Royal Highness's ministers will grant the 
troOf>S required? And, second}y, whether ·they will be granted on the same terms .as 
such protection has hitherto been afforded to the colonies? 

The situation of this island is too well' known , to your Excellency to reqrii,ra- _any 
arguments to convince you how severely every individual in the country feels the 
heavy pressure of the times. - We venture therefore to assure ourselves th~t you 
will be pleased to make such representations to· my Lord Bathurst as will tend to 
release us from the enormous contribution which would thus be levied upon us; and 
remove, at the same time, any impre~sion unfavoura~le to t~e sentiments of loyarty 
and attachment _which actuate the measures of the two branches of the Legislaturle. 

We have the honour to be, &c. (Signed) , 
His Excellency Governor Probyn, W ... alter Maynard, Pre'sident of the Council. 

&c. &c. &c. Magnus JJIIorton, Speaker of the Assembly. ; 

N° 8,-Copy of a Letter from Governor Riall to the Ear,l Bathurst, dated 
. · Grenada, 1 Oct. 1816.· · ... 

My Lord, Grenada, 1 st October 1 816.'. J? 
I HA YE the ho~our to acknowledge the receipt of yoµr Lordship's l~tter 

(circular) of the 31 st July last. I shall not fail to bring under the consideration 
of the Legislature of Grenada, at its next meeting, the proposition therein men
tionea, and your Lordship may rest assured that I shall do every thing in ,my 
pmver to ensure it a favourable reception. · ' 

Both _bra:nches of the Legislature have been for some time past much engaged 
in deliberating upon the provisions of a Registration Bill, · and a bill for the 
amelioration of the condition of the free coloured and slave popu1ation; and I have 
assented to an adjournment to the 4th day of November next, in order to prepare 
those bills, .at which time I shall recommend to their consideration the subject 
contained in your Lordship's letter of the date above mentioned. . . 

To the Earl Bathur,st, 
&c. &c. &c. 

> ' 

I have, &c. (Signed) 

. , . 

R. Riall, 
Governor . .. ,, 

N° 9.-Copy of a Letter from Governor Riall to the Earl Bathurst; dated 
Grenada, 10th November 1816~ 

.1\1y Lord, . Gr~mada, 1 oth November 1816. ·: ... 

N" 8. · 
Letter from Gove·r 
nor Riall to the 
Earl Bathurst, 
1 Oct. 1816. 

I HA VE the honour to acquaint your . ~ordship, that ~n obedience to the eom-.. ,:i' N° 9• 
mands tran~m~tted to me, by yo~r. Jett.er of th_e 31 s~ July;, I . s~bqiitted to the · Legis- 'Lett~r from Gover
lature of this island tfie propos1t10n 1t contamed, m s~ch language as I conceived nor Ryall to the 

best c~lculated to ensure. ~ts favourable ~eceptio_n: and th~ House ·of Ass~mbly, i~ ~;t~:t~;::: 
reply to my message, have assured me they will gwe the subject the 1nost seno'us con-· 
sideration. , The Legislature, however, having now under their com,ider~tion the 
bill for the registration of_ slaves, it will be some little time, I fear, before I can 
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N° 10. 

10 C0RRESF·ON».ENCE BETWEEN LORD. BA.,HURST ANt) rH~ ~0L0NIES, 

comm~nicate to your Lordship the result o! my present applicatio~~ :Ln-_ the ~~!1 
time· I ~m requ~.~ted to ~s~ yo~r Lordship '":Jl~ther the ~or.d _ subs~stenoe 1s 

in-tended t-o imply the .whole expense of mamtammg the soldier, or · that 1t has only · 
r-efereace"to-his daily pay. _ 

, ,11 To · the Earl Bathurst. 
~ ~ have, &c. (Signed} 

, ·P. Riall, 
&c~ &c. &c • - .0 overnor. 

. N° 1 o.-Copy of a · ,Letter from Earl Bathurst to Major-General . Riall, 
. . dated 11 January 1.817. -J. 

1 
Downing Street, 11 th Jan. 1 Si 7. 

Letter from Earl 
Bathurst to Major 
General Riall, 

I HA VE the honour to acknowledg~ the receipt of your letter of the __ :1 o~t~ of 
November, informing· me that you had submitted to the Legislature of Grenadf\. 
the proposition contained in my circular despatch of the 3 tst of July, but that a, 
Houbt had arisen whether the word " subsistence," in that despatch, was meant tq r 

imply the whole expense of maintaining the soldier, or whether it had only a re
ference to his. daily pay. In reply, I have the honour to inform you that the ~ord 
t~ subsistence" was intended to convey the expense .. of maintaining the soldi~r,' the 
whole~~ of which is in Jamaica defrayed for a certain portion of troops by the 

11 Jan. 1817. 

Legislature of that island . 
l 

·~ Major-General RiaH, · 
a.. __ &~. &c. &c. 

I have the hono'?r to be, &c. 
BATHURST,~ 

·i 

!:-:J:J::,WJ I A . 

ao · I N° 11.-Copy of a Letter from Governor Riall to the Earl Bathurst, -dat~d 
· Grenada, the 19th April 1817 :- (One Enclosure.) 1 

it 1 My Lord, __ Grenada, 1 gth 1:'-pril 1 81 i. -
N° 11• . 

1
1vl HA VE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the answer of the Hoose of 

Letter from Gover- ·Assembly of this island to the communication· which I made to it upon the subject 
nor Riall to the .of your Lordship"s letter of the 31st July last, relative to the subsistence of a propor-
Ea-rl Bathurst tion of His Majesty's troops, necessary for the service of this colony, and I regret -
·
19 

Apr_il 181 i· to ~say that it is not_ of~ favourable impor·t. · · 

To the Earl Bathurst, 
&c. &c . . &c. 

I have, &c. (Signed) 
P. Riall. t;.._wci ,,. ; 

sn m·9d · 
(Inclosure.) 0 [ f· r msrb 

To his Excellency Phineas ~fall, Esq. lVJajor-General of his Majestf · ~For~ , 
- and-Comm~nder-in-chief, &c. &c. &c. · , 

Eaclosure, ·a WE, the representatives of the p~ople of this colony, in G_eneral Asse~Uy COI)l-

in Governor Riall's, vened, beg leave to return .our acknowledgrnents to your Excellency for the graciOQS 
1 9 April 1817. .manner in which you transmitted to us the letter from Lord Bathur~t -to your 

--Excellency of.the 31st of July last, respecting making provisiqn for the subsi8tern;e 
of>such a portion of British troops as the Legislatt.1re might deem adequate -for-the 
m~intenamce of tranquillity in the colony. - _ r , 

We b~g leave to assure your Excellency our sentiments are in p~rfect uQison with 
those of yo_ur Excellency, as to the vast importance of the subject of this communi

, cation, and also as to the restless and agitated state of mind of the shire of these 
colonies, their increasing confidence, and the alarming disparity between th~~ a,nd 
the white inhab!tants. . . . . ~ , -

We have .. accordingly, as recommended, taken the subject into om serious ~onsidera
tion, and humbly trust, when your Excellency shall have perused the statement we no~ 
pvoceed to submit, of the unparalelled losses and misfortunes to which this island 
has been subj~cted ~i~ce it became a British colony, and the eaus~s thereof, jOµr 

· Excellency w1~l be ~t1sfied .as to our . inability to PJc).ke sucb provi~ion~as is ,recmp-
-~~mend~d by, His ~aJesty's Governme1ut, for, the subsistent,e of a suitable garrison; 
. an<i. w11U argree with us, that we ought n0t t(i) be pla:eed ifl the dil@lJlmc). of submitting 

t,0 an exp.€nse w~ich- we are n_nable, ancl cmnnot,j-usbly he Cc\Ued u_poq, to bear~ o.r 
~ ~..ex.pqsmg;- fbr-want of .aq ade(11wate protecti.on,. the inhabitan~ of . the coloQy 

'"'lu., ... to 



: ~ 1
·~ ~ON l'll'IR ~~YIN& ·FOlli TH,EI:R, MI,tITARY JlEF-ENCE. -w~ ,cfT 1'17 

• l ._ .._ . _ _.....,_ ,.. ,;,"""~,.. f -c:J ~ 

to a repetition of those: s«~nes 01 blo0dsked apd ,desola,tian,. th.e rem~inbran~·of whicli .' 
will ne.ve1t he effaced froni atir r.ecollection. . , . , 
· When· this islawcd. waS) .oeded ~o Great Britafo ,it had~ been a Fr.euc~.~lony fol'-· 

upwards of one hundred years; the white population~ was then ·JQuch more numemus ·: 
than at present, ,and ,c@nsisted chiefly~ of the natives of the colony, strongly attaehe<i ~ 
to t?eir Qwn laws an_d government, attracted· by the tempt_a~iop held ,out by r. P,:is , 
Majesty's proclamation of October 1763, and the better pro~p€cts and ' greater · 
degree of respect, which in those days attached to the character of the: West India 
planter. Many opulent and highly respectable Brifish-oorn subjects resorteu to 
Grenada, and some became the purchasers of the greater part of the settled €states and 
uns.ettled lands in it; bat the morn wealthy of the old French i,ll.1habitants, who sold 
and retired from the colony, boFe a small . numerical proportion to thos@ of them 
who elected to remain, and who soon afterwards, under th~ denomination of ,new _or 
adopted subjects, early formed a strong party, who set themselves in opposition to 
aad <!t :variance with the natural-born subjects. , 

Tbe more effectually to attach these new subjects. to His M~jesty~s p€rS€>n .~nd 
government, privileges unenjoyed by His Majesty's natural-born catholic subjects,· 
such as that of being nominated into the Counci4, and .elected in ,limited numbers into , 1 

the Assembly, were granted to them by the administration of that day; but instead 
of allaying, these favours had the effect of increasing, th€ir former animosity; and 
wjth undisguised anxiety they continued to look forward to another w~r anel 
recapture. · · _ 

Such was the state of this island, containing an internal enemy of much gv0a,ter
ph1-sical force than that of the inhabitants, whose loyalty could be depended upon, 

-when the war with France broke out in 1778. The new subjects, so far from 
adding to the means of defence, palsied, for every purpose but that of keeping 
them- in -check, the natural-born settlers. .,_ = - = - --=--= -

In such a state, and menaced with immediate invasion, the natural-born subjects• 
relied, as we humbly submit to your Excellency, they were well entitled to do, on 
the protection due to them from their Sovtffeign at all times; and in all countries; 
but, :~~iith the utmost deference, we beg leav€ explicitly to state, that whe~ the enemy 
-a.ppeared off the island in July 1 i79, the garrison did not exceed go effective men, 
and the); apd their properties fell an easy, because an unprotecte~ prey, at-the 
djsc;retion of the invader. · 

1 rorn t ~e 4th July, 1779, to the 4th January, 1784, the colony was again placed 
mi'c:ler t 1e government and laws of France; and those gentlemen, who were new 
subjects the day before, became from that· day the most hostile and violent of 
Fernchmen. They were immediately appointed to the command of all the respec
tjve parishes ·and qt1arters of the island, and during four years &nd a half many of 
them made use of all the power the arbitrary form that government clothed 
them with, of giving vent to their malice, and exercising vengeance upon their late 
ell9w-~4bj_e_cts. Add to this, the loss of five crops · were among the consequences 

· of tbe Grenada ·planter at that time falling under the dominion of }?ranee. 
By the treaty of· 178 3, the colony in January 17 84, was restored ; but with it, 

t lle ·adopted snbjects were also restored, and replaced nearly in the same situation . / 
in wbidi they stood before t1he capture. . 

Soon after the restoration, requisitions were made on the part of Government, 
· d1roagh 6eneral Matthew, to the Council and Assembly, for grants in negro-labour, 
and ;o raise, money to purchase lands for a more extensive range of fortifications. 

The Council and Assembly in conveying .the result of their deliberations upQn 
th'ese ,f-eqtl isitions, amongst other things, stated to General Matthew, to-the effect 
f olle-wiag :--:-"' · .- _ . 

: r: , f' Thal , ~ndependent of the claim of protection arising from the relation b€tween 
abj elf atlel sovereig0, the various advantages ·derived, and the prodigious revenue _ 

raised to Great Britain by the possession of these colonies, seemed to imply, that 
'lf lllia§el -=- Whicn tecefved shouhd expend liberally in promoting thei,r security;. and 

that:"they ~ere perst1aded His M~esty's admir:iistration were possessed of too mueh 
wisdonii, and knew their va1LJe too wel1, ever again to adopt the false economy -0f 
leaving to 1certain capture at the openi11g 0£ .evel-y war: That th:ey relied o~ 
His Majesty_ for aUt hat P!otection, whi'Ch loyal subjects and col.onists deserved, and 
vvou'ld coni1nbute therebo a tl that frnm sue~ could b~ -r~asonably expectecl. · But 
when tHey icame to 0el}bet'ate on- giving 'UP permanently any large ·portion of the. 
annual 11e~emae 0f he pttoprietors of 1'hjs colony, common,prudence, as well as -the 
tru t re~bsed i.m tlfeM indicatedr: tha:t the . 0uly '. purpose:s for. ~ hi<th ~o import-ant a 
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12 CORREiPONDENCE BETWE:EN .LOltD BATHUR'ST .AND THE , COLONIES, 

sacrifice ought to be made,- iere those which afforded a' re-asorm.ple probability that 
the means _ employed will secure the end proposed; namely, the enjoy~ent of the 

· residue of tnat in.come, under Jhe · constitution ~and ·· gov;ernment · of their native 
country ; . upon that _ prindpie , they , .considered themselves authorized in having 
resolved, " ·· · : .. . ·, ~ : : ·1 . · : : • • • , • , · 

, " . That ·. even inconsiderable expenditure -of their. · money· for any establishment 
. which did not furnish ·them that secm~ty, they .considered as injudicious and 
uriwa(ranted ~. That e?(perience; as ·, :well ~ as the importance of 'the colony, left it 
no longer a matter . .- of: doubt, ~.that ·Grenada would always btr ·amongst the first 
objects of the enemy's enterprize; and that nothing l_ess. than a constant··garrison of 
1,000 men" could promise .any hope of def~atiog .the. earliest -effott of their ambition; 

· :.and 'that it was. ai maxim which ·could not: be. disputed, that extensive fortifications 
· tiltiprovided · of that strength adequate to man them:effectual~y, we.re . more.likely to 

be· ruinous -than· beneficial.; . aad that shoul~ . government see. the importance :of the 
island in the' light it cleserved,, and agree. to. furnish . and .constantly· maintain.,here 
that; effective P!6tection, if would tl)en be~ome equally th~ir ipterest, as it was their 
-inclination~ to strain every nerve in ~o--operating with His Majesty .in defence of 
this colony: That on the same principle they. felt themselves bound to declare that 

, in making provisio_n for the establishment, or_ more comfortable sabsistence o( ~ny 
l~sser -nutnber @f _ tFQops,. ·which can only form an effective. garri&on3¥ th~y. sho_uld oe 
e:xhaus.ting. ttheir .·. fortunes without a pr.ospect of deriving the srnalleBt benefit' from 
the sacrifice; and trusted his Excellency would transmit their humb\e representation 

. in such :mann~r as . wo,uld . recommend them, and the protection of the colony, as · 
9eserving the-Royal ~ttentiori. . . _ . . . . 

Jn answer; G~q-~ral l\fattmew stated;-. '' The requisition __ for an -inGrease. of the 
military establishme~nt so perfectly .m.et his idea, _that he ,hoped . he .sho-q)q be able 
to procure such reinforcement of the garrison as, : assisted _by.the libe~ality uf the 
Council and Assembly, would give ·confidence to the colony, and~perma:aencyi to. the 

~ Qlessings ,they enjoyed under a ,British governme~t ;'' anq. ,in a letter, enclosing 
their Addn;ss to Lord Sydney, the then secretary of state to ihe col_Gmies,- dated 

· 21~t Oct.Yi84, ,-a:dded, _ ~' I hope I have prophesied .truly in Qly.arrswers, that it 
will ~eet wiitb a favQur~l:e J:ec~ption, aod be , p;-qductive -of additiemal _ s,uppovt to 
h 

, . ,, , . 
ft ~ -colony. ~. ~ · , _ . : ,, · . _ _ 

1 
·. • , :.. • •. , t-•. _ • . •· 

In answer to further requisitions for the same purposes. made of this rdate 
(3Qth __ l\'.{arch 1785) by Gener~.l Matthew, .the Assembly, arr,cmg _other things stated, 
" T)lat desir.ous as they always were· t~ give the most .immediate attention to _any 
objec.t, recommended h>y. his Excellency, .they conceived they were . bound, · by their 
duty t0, thejr ·constituents to postpone the fu~th~r consideration of these r~equisi.tions, · 
until the .A,.dmini~itration of their mother country. should be · pleas~d to return· an 
aa5.:wer t-o their ,address of the. 15th_ of the·precedi11g Octob_er, which .his Ex.cellenLy 
had· assured them had _been transmitted." . · . , , ., · 
.' The ne?Ct document we.solicit )tflur Excellency's attention to, is dated .jth Oct .. 1785, 

, and it is the ans_wer of · Lord S_ydney to the Address of 15th Oct. 1784-; and also 
to the last above-cited c.ommunication of the Assembly to General Matth~w, ad
·dre:ss~d, ·: in his ab~ence, to the President L_ucas. After sta6ng ~-' ft. was unpleasant 
' to his Lordship to find the spirit of the island ha~ been· cheeked; ypon , infor.mation 
conveyed by .the agent in ·England that government was not )ik~ly to furnish the 
~orce the_ ~olonial legislature th_o:ught adeqQ.~.te to its defence, he -~.dded, It could 
no.t _pqt be suppos~d Bjs Majesty's ministers were equally iqteresteµ with the 
. inhabit~n~s of Greflada to .place the islcl-n<l in a respectable state· _o_f, defence -That 
the presence of Colonel 'Gordon (of the engineers) and the duJJ _h,.e wasJo e~ecute, 
must be a convincing proof that the situation of the island was attended to; and 
altho~gh Jhe various servic~s w~ich the King's troops had been lately call~cl upon 
t? ?erforl!l ~~uld l)Ot a_dmit of making f~rther_ detachme~ts to Hts Majesty',s. \}rest 
_1n_di~ Pos~ess.1o~s., yet"_1t has been anx10nsly' w!shed. frir here? ·,a~d _:you ·may~- a~.~~r,e 
th~ 1sl~nd tha_t. the first favml:able o~port~mty .. wtll oe seized upon for senchng . 
tluther.- a~ add1t1ona:l force; . His loraslnp hoped from these assurances, -the .island 
~ould r~cov_er its forme_r genero~s di~posit~9n, a~d s_how those ~xamples of ff~erality 
~n ,cQn,t~1but,J.'?g to,wards _the pu?lt~ ~x1genc1e~ which had so de_s_eryedly recominended 
1t to _His 1\faJesty s particular notice." - · _ · · --

.. · ~ _The islan_d did,. ~n !hese assur~n~es · of: Lord _Sydney, and ' confiding fo • the good 
falth of. Jhs MaJ~sty s Governmen,t, renew . its . former generous · disp6s1tion, arid 
granie~ m the _three or four next followin,g-:years, aids to ~the· Crown in money and 
~l{lboui: to the value of upwards of 200,000 l. sterling; so much to the satisfaction of 

His 



, ON TtH:IR •PAYING · FOR ' TllEIR 1\HLI'fiRY n:HENCE. 

Ilis Majesty's Goveo1mtmt, and, we humbly submit to your Excellen~y, in complete 
performance of these engagements on our part, that L0rd SycJney, · on the 2d 
January 1788, in a letter to General Matthew; then in England, requests him ·to 
acquaint President ,villiams, then commanding in the colony,~" That His Majesty 
,vas extremely well satisfied with the exertions made-by · the island of Grenada to 
put it into as a respectable state of .defence as the circumstances would permit~" · 

Prior to this period, however, Government, agreeably to the spirit of his Lord 
ship's letter of 7th October 1785, had augmented the garrison of Grenada to 1, 1.56 
men, in the whole consisting of the 45th and 67th regiments, a company of artillcr,Yi, 
and the Carolina black corps·. · · 

,v e now request . your Excellency's attention to the annexed extract of a letter 
from Mr. Dundas, afterwards Lord Melville, then become Secretary of State for the 
colonies, to the Governors of the respective \Vest India Governments, dated 1 792 ; 
after observing, that from the tranquil state of Great B1:.itain, in respect to other 
p owers, a reduction of the military force bad become an object of, attention, he in 
his letter to the Governor · of Grenada informed him '' that the last packet had 

,·carried orders to General Cuyler to reduce tbe force serving in Grenada to one 

r egiment." 
I t would appear that Mr. Dundas having been recently appointed Secretary of 

State for the colonies vrns then igno~·ant of the pledge so lately given by His Ma-
jesty's Governrnent, and of the particular circumstance which entitled Grenada to a 
s 1pedor garrison; for on a memorial, subscribed by all the propriefors then in Eng
land, stating the particulars thereof, and insisting thereon, being present~d to l im on 
the 5th September in the same year 1 792, he, of date the 4th of next month (Oct0-
bcr t 792), again wrote President ,villiams, that notwithstanding the general system 
of reduction of tbe forces serving in the West Indies, it had been deemed expedient~ 

nd he had received His Majesty's instructions to suspend for the present the 
-0 _-ecution of the orders of the Secretary at ,v ar for the rernova~ of the regiment 
intended to have been taken away from Grenada. '' The regiment (the 67tl1,) 
intended to have been removed was suffered to remain, and the garrison wa~ 
composed oft-he same corps that it had been during the preceding five years, until 
September 1 793, when the black corps was withdrawn, and by the · 5th Septernbee 
1794, the garrison of Grenada was reduced to 280 men, of whom 100 only wer,e 

reported fit for service. 
A short time previous to this important cdsis a further correspondence took 

place between Lieutenant-Governor Home and his Grace the late puke of Portland, 
then holding the seals of the colonial department in the room of Mr. Dundas. Ou 
the 7th July t 794, the stationary Engineer made application to the Lieutenant
Governor for further aid in negro-labour for the completion of the fortifications, to 
which the Lieutenant-Governor replied, " That what had been voted by the Legis
lature _was expended.'' And in communicating this circumstance to the Secretary 
of State on the 10th of the said month, his honour expressed himself to be ,, ·Well 
~atisfied it would not be advisable to apply to ,the Legislature for farther aid, unless 
he had authority tq give them certain information of the intention of Government 
,rith respect to the garrison to be stationed there in future." The reply of his 
Grace the Duke of PQrtland is dated the 18th September 1 794, its_ contents are of 
the highest importance, and we therefore insert it ·at length., as it removes every 
doubt, if any existed, as to the intentions of Government, corroborates every en.gage
ment, and confirms ~very assurance received from his predecessors, and is .a. 
flattering testimonial of the opinion entertained by His .Majesty of the conduct afld 
character of Grenada. 

Sir, \"Whitehall, 18th September, 1 i94• 
., 

I HA VE received and laid before the King your letter, marked secret, of the 12th., 
J uty last, enclosing your correspondence with the stationary Engineer at Grenada, · 
respecting the want of further aid of negro-labour tu complete the fortifications on 

R ichmond Hill. 
The island of . Grenada has uniformly shown the greatest forwardness and 

liherality in granting negro labour, and every otJ1er assistance which His Majesty's 
service required in that island. For making application therefore to the Legislature 
for further assistance for the completion of the works at Richmond Hill, you may 
.ass re the Assembly ( at it is His Majesty'.s intention to statfon and continue two 

, 485. D regiments 
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.l C{£}Jfl !hisr letter ~~~ :-i e.n.tvre r ~o it)dulg~_I jn~, O: ·G.Orrj?,1€!,)t,S~ ' Th~ ~@Jony,. -witl:out 
,}~is1;~} o_p,1 ~ccecJ__ea. t? ·~~~ f~r~ er ,~manf}~~,,.m-a.qe( upou, ~hem, ~nd!1 the forti-fications 
_ _,l\\~era ,comnleited nec.ordrn,e; -Y-- . , , ,-. ~ ... , ,1 1,,... , " · ~ , . , -, • ,. , : • _ ,. 
") lOiti -r Ul ••,"'-llr J ""; '"1 ' U £' ~• r ' 1 · l · J · · ' ..., • • f ·~ ,~/ v,eJ1et :~to p~,9se ~_ere,~n~ io5a!l Y,ou·r ~ fS:~Jle~c1~1,S(ttenti0n,~o the sitt:a,twp:'o 

tTns _parit ~of tbe westerpr worJd atJh1s time. , Wr1t~in ~he year pnov- to !-~ts-- pe)l1Q1 
;fuf l<t 'e~~ord~rl q~ _the p,eopl~_in Frai1ce had murder~~ theit~ 1 king, r~P~~r~e:d.,,_ their 

.. G9rernmt nt,. pr<vclauneQ freedom to ,the 1$laves ~f their ,. vVest Jn.91a-,,eolQn!~~,- ~b'ld 
'sen'f OU~ commissi,oners to them for the express· ptirpos~ of org~niz~ng, -a~g ~ar~ ili)g 
_tlieri!, ag~io.st their masters. ·saint. Dom_~ngo was in , ashes, an~~ t l,t -;w]Jol~~ whhe 
,popi~Tation t11ass~c1~ed or ex pelle_d. Instructed, and thus qrg~mzed,, by.. ,the (:;tHJl

)n'iss'ipbe1~~ s~nt fo .them, the people of colour and the_ slaves of Guap~loupe, aJB&§)t~€d -
. :oJ

1 
f~e~t"

1 
}i~s that bound them tq their masters, had forced a cons-igefjilil,e,., J3ti~i§h 

~rmY: ~~) ~~~i1don tl:e _c_onquest 1:ece:1tly made of that island. _ . ~ .· . ., : r-. 

. . t,'he~. u_ 1litta of this island, wlnch mcluded the free people of c9lpm,,as ~Je-U a§ the 
w1iite mpsbbitant5~ then .consisted of about 500 British-born subjects-, and;_pf ~1rr~felh ~t i\c.t1~rt ( \ll,e .free, peop~e ot colour of that de~crip_tion included), ofi' ~!;>~ut 9$~0 

·}neq.,., '_!'~y slave po.rulat10n -of the colony amounted 111 number to 30,ooo;l,~15t}jef~ 
abouts; and most of them who had by purchase become slav-es to .B_pt1slt prr · ~ 
1

priet01:s., ~s -rwell as those of them who remained the slaves of the adopte4 subjects, 
·1:.J1 • ' 9 b .. . .. d- l b r1 d F l . d . 1· . F. l -i1&vrngc ~<;I,) re<;ire 

1
am , re~J un er .. renc 1 owners, reta:me par t1~ 1t1e5i tqJ~~1~nt;- 1 

Wani_lf ~tgff r-~11ch 1anguage, and the Catholic religion, all of which gener~ted~ pre -
-i~~jfit§ ~~rifa~9~ur.able ~o their, Protestant owners. · , ~- e 1 D{~ '~ 

. ·hir~\.J?fP,!)J"l~t~:S of , Gre_nada we1~e not unaware they ·Stood on a ) v.0\q~qp51 ''~Pt'h 
;mi~l-? scaonl9~~Rl?d~ .. : The Counc~l and Assembly addres~ed ~~~! Q9.~~r,~ ~,ad 
~ na1v1 unls . repaire<l to and _apphed ,personally to the Commander-m, ~! ' 1€:j _ ~t 
lt63r i~jfb4~{9l• .. reinforc,ements; but neither public nor. privat~ -~pplication,: g9r'the 
·s¥r~ no-. ~· pj;bt\1eir ca·s~, nor the anticipated murtherous destruction,:-su~peng~GJ·,~J.J-l 

1~1ir over{)et JJw.ailed to procure for this devoted colony the furthf3r ~.n@,t , ctjP,n; .- of 
lf'R~e~Jrl~ Q,-_.,yOl1j,ects _o~ foreign ~o~quest and. ~he extensi01~ ~: G>f ;Ji1s\·~ j~sj~.J3 

_ :]_30 t}l!'\\?tn~,,.;''~r3~ u~::~-~1~tmgly _pu:sued by the m1htary and._, nav~L-Gom ~ ?tnd~r~,.. u;1 J~1f~_se~fJi :::~Ji~ g?~·n_son _of this _island was reduced m p1:o~ort1?n -.-~ • t: o~~! tib 
)}a f~ en:. ~fHWPte,.,d ;'-" as __ d~ngc~ mcreased the means of r~s1st1.~1g 1; ~re :dnnJt l~§~q, 
~ 1en on ft11e n1'ght of the ·2nd March 1 795, ~he volcano did _ ex_ploc}~:, -~-n ~n~tt.a~ijl 

-- ~ep,.e)li,c,n ,.Qrpk~ ~qut -· 'And .. by the. subsequent assassination, in cold blood_, 1of ~itiird 
•~ji~rLRf ~f-~e;woF.t ·~_e.~B:~~t~~~e of _the British--~orn subje·cts, includi~g the~ unf qttl,.iJ ~ e 
«~jo~~~D?J_. t~~ r~4u~yd ttp~m If! nu~ber an~ stren~th bel~w tfo~tt -~f t \1, ,.. aEL~~ Jlgl~ 
J\eil,ci 8~HDJf Cts. Th,us en5ued an msurrect10n which a tH!f-ely !_€I~fp_r~einirtta~t 
~~(? ._,!r~ri ';{1iigh1

t na~~ p/~vented, occasioning a loss _i~ human life _be~ongi· .,~p~ Jtmi ~ 
~~t?raJfwry_,piJ.c;u~.atJOa. N ~r was ~_he lot of t?e Bnt1_~h planter\ ~ho_ S~JN~J~~~~ 0t~
}!a,Rpf thcrn. .tl~at of _those wh~ perished; their dwellmg~, and __ ,mos_t ~~lq:aJl-}e !lgRf. ... 
}y,or1<s ·arid ·,~~ili ings of every description, burnt to the grounp,, a9d ~, gr€{ht-ll) f,(2.J?@,r,~i:9"Jl 
c~r L t~_1if ,"~lay.e.,,s .. de~!roy,e~, and the residue, as to a great. part,Jw~ k ~lJt.CL-~ .te<JPl~ 
yy t~.e~ lpn,& want o~ wholes~rne food, and others of them, It)_µre~ .,, t (l) . pl~~~ ~~ , 
t~F.~_ p1c~:£~ dapgerous;. their stock _of. horses, , cattl~~ ,and mu_~~ e 7 el m}{!~~ ~ ;· 
their prov jslOn•grounds laid waste. Deprived of a horn~, of fred11:, ~9lI of -~~~~~ 
..tp: ~J.l PP.9:~t;Jhe~rp.selv,es,, th~ opulent plant_ers .of _the 2nd MflrCh t7t95,,. st~~ql ... ·- the, 
~? ·. t}.1-gf ftuguf}t _1196 anndst the desolat10n wh1eh S~ffQundt:di· -1-l)e~~rb~t-~~tlrJmfill 
~~;ini~_fo.-t"J,.u~e a9d calarpity, "~~t~out a~Y. _ o~her hope_ tqJr} ~wl\~t, J , r~~~ ~k ~t, 
R~!.i hJt~e~_to_ turned ?ut delusrve, thy Justice, .and corpfA1seE~~gq'\ of elbfe · :m§!!lf}f 
~o?n.!.rx.• i,. :. f , 

1 
• - ' • • , ' > ; < _- .::Jl~ • 

0

;!_ •wt"! near• w:g vrl: f1{ 8G9t' 

!)r fbe ,Gl;m._o ~_n_t of the l~ss suatamE;~ bJ !he pl~nte_r..~~ _(a~!.i fby+gu~.tPJ~t~ -- <W,clll!,jv~y 
~f.- ,<Jr __ el(~-?h J?r not a,~su~gl~ ' mercpapt,_ m, vtea~: l~p ~a111_¥filQ/tGl .(\ s\, .b ~\bea§~~1· . 
ultirpftel~~ ~!lft:e~~ed)t a_mounted, acc~rdmg. ~o -~!? '1!1\f~ntoqr. .. ~nd ~BPfi8iJ§e:tF,l tfilbm~de . 
~RPtl ti1e., ~e:vep,l,oa-tl)sJof men ?~ the 1no~t1 µp 1111Hea~hf bl~blY,t~gr! tM, lll~fl w@l~~bM!o _ 
fgJ"«}-:1+ 2-A,., 1-H-~11.~ P0011llqus.sp,m 9,\< i,~9,9,RJ?P..J r1 ~2s 1(1 rr•; ri.e" 1-o 1Lf1J r aln - l,90.noJ~ 
v!~-lr}i~t. pc~) ~sa~~ fJ,S -~;e bay;~r~taJrtlsb~ :J!q~rfl~~Efil!(,Jl~ OJ} ~ ~~'1Mttd,J{v~iil~--' 
i}~? iiY1illip._ ~tl~1 '. b~, f~un_d pn, S::tP14,~iqn .\91. R WiID0f1iom& !k · rEH~ W;1ti:, tQii 
6 r~qfv~-~--,~O{l:~f1tte,e ~f h~ e _ tl·(?tl~YJ6>~,y ,.9mRMt ~rPi rl/ 1-1µ~ ol~Q ;_· l~~p~galea~~ c., 

1):)t.3~')rJ')'J br:LU b'3>· .. :/J·10 tq ·wu t<l uJ b~JL~~n 2c.s9r. e1;o !h1toi -- r1 •. td no18a~ _qflQ\try: 
.t)~l(fl ) [l"; 0 - 8 .-· 
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-:1He1l "to gru,EJrlHctW~t fulil d'efe ,eb.c~ 9 , e<t:P 1Bsrs /bn;~~· t\~i)~l 1rn1·t1s~~·w~in 
subjects vvho suffered by the insurrect 0fi1, ·· 'tlYct\L~~r eVJBIP iviin~,~~ 'tfird{1:>Jlfillf Jt the 
-heir~ - and ~~~r~enia '1 l!§ fl%iUch1(pf ~hemJ1a:s

1

~perish~ _~i it, ~-!le~ o( sush ~f .\~rm as 
are s1n ·@ ~e- , that they 'had, and still have, an uncfa Oted1?tg·nt11 o' ~ f8Wcs mpensa-
:t!on fro~ th~i:· m~~er -~o~n.try toc_!?e ~oss .?f th~Jr pror~l}!e~, ~~~ te~st )f notf f~\ -\peir_-
11".'~S. sa~:r-1fice,.a_ to r:er m~Ttest, ans1'1~g. -f-ro1n th_e ~?1~r1~~t!~:~rrf~Jr }!3 (' h~/ Co fill t 
ent~r:d- into: ,~·Ith. ·tts b1' her 1Go,-eannent;: L ff.But. '2J y~~r~~{v~ ~l:)~~1yAas rta1 

e:~d 
their Just apphcat1ons to Government for such, smce,, · fia,fle av?i: tell ·t'r1~~ .. 'o .... lliore . 
that1 those ~tci theii~ '-comri1arlder-io'-_chi't:f bf the -·army 8id1 tfdr ~fJ!ie"<1r2J~· lwd l >e'Ments 

• " .. I ' . . ' • ,; · r· , • '• •• , i ,:.r :> ' J , rH ( . ' ( e. fl ·~hey· ~ere ~nt1tled t? oefo~ e _ !he 11ns~1-rcct1_'0n_. •H:"A b1tl·: ndre,~_c1 -, ~ ~~~-P~. ~~~!6Hp~ .. n 
ts~u.e rOf e~chequer bills· made. 111 May 17951

, 1ot1tulea. ,, For 1Relr1ef ·of the: q .~~na. ,a 
[liatitefs>l and Mercha·11ts ·connected with' tnat' Islaficf an

1

d 1 St: L ·\'in-ce&s'.':m !fJ&e lo 
' • • ' '' ,~ • ➔ • 1 nc? 

' fhe latter onJy, tlie merchants, it w;as a bgon; to tbe for.rner--it was tqe" IeV~ se; it 
'3_15 col cJlated to save the mel~chant; to save merchants who mu~st t~us~ha.~e~rgtil~e 

b I (t .f ' h. . l d . l d b - . ,.".'1,. lcr J(,,:tr nrro •. 
~fi (F :pts '1 nd StlC rn~urrect1on 1a ever mppene ; ut . mm~e co111p_, ~te~~tOJQ\l:Wt· 

ga-~? e> tnem the planters. ,The merchant, supported by. his nuni'yro.~ c ~8ftors 
,: 1 d connections in Great Britain, on]y could command the p~rsorial'~et?&rff °lht~e 
the,.. act required, _and to them it vvas grant_ed; and in resp~ct ~,9◄ ~ fetf. ·h1·y.r -8! ~' 
t0 w most enormous amount; but the rumed planter was stripped o l 1~ c1JqnJer-

. Se<ffiliitv- by the same hand that held out this impotent Telief. 1 It am.T --en1Jtft' likd · 
J · "' q 1 { I ,)iii 1 i . beeri eant to him, even by way of loan, Government was well a-ware .-Ysl e ta~ e, 

it~die plight it stood, was the only security he could give, and~n~>n~8l iher ·I 3n d 
blf ·e fueen exacted of him. ,. 1 r .B e uo B · 

0 
' \c p ~ ~wt9 r"'1a l 

~ ':.fhe estates of -course became much more deeply encumbered tha-n ~nev. na'Cl 
• · , , · ~y ' ~ 'r' b I·/.Btl 

·prevmu_sly been, and fell very generally mto_ the hands. ~f_ the~-. m>~~\g~0
1
/Si i81f"." . 

d1~nt~ m England ; many of the owners penslied, or with · theu-··famrh~s alld .con~ . 
nexions, struggled through scenes of poverty and distress -alrpost.'tnjfaf~tt-1 f~, . 

, whilst eon paratively few have overcome · the difficulties they had to cen~ rtlP. witl), , 
l 1 . . . bl' i. d . l . .r: ~ O.Q rl, 1 11 • ., •~ 1ave ' seen t 1e1_r properties agarn re-esta 1s11e m t 1e1r 101_mer ,. ud~ns mg 

~ondit1on. ' . ··- - CH u u~Vl u 
- I. • tBlJ 8 ttU l1 l'.•l 

·•. ,._f'l;i"s_~tatemeh~ we ~equ~st your Excellency to submit.on o_!1t beHah:~~ ;rn~/ ~ i-. 
1,1tl~ra:tmn'·• 0fi ·HlS Majesty f;; Government, as our case; separated and ·9~stm_tt from 
th,a of any of ou1· siBter colonies. lndepenJent however thereof, and in tbn-arl . n~w1% .. 
t k\em, -and in ,p,ai-ticu-1ar with ' those of our immediate neighbours; 'T'obag8; ·b.oirliil1drl, 
and,St. 1/ineents, we beg leave to take the opportunity· of calling the ahent\oh1 8f{lis 
Ma 1~ty's.ministers to; the consideration of a system, by ,,,Md1, of late ye.afs; wc?<iri~.e 
!~fWed, and are daily suffering, the most unjust and grievmis inJHi1res°;9ql' li)o~,~ 
,w@ ~r:iefly' select the following: · . ~ ., :1, 

1 10 
; :~~~" , 

~ u Ou:r lands; whi'eh a few years ago were of great va1ue, ahd foT wfiith, fn ln'1i"11y 
isiaWcls, high prices were paid at public sales, to commissioners, actirfg un~er ·foe·.\u- . 
1:hori1y of 6overnme~t, have, as to a great . part of tHem, a]'ready ~~cdme, and'--'~~e . 
reslflate daily becoming, useless, abandoned, and uns~leabl'e at any- p ri'ce~, Jo•ifog 

r ij"fiHe a1lolition of the slave-trade. We presume not here to question toe ~ ·_gli 
~'N¥1 dig~ified policy which dictated that important measure, to _which we ,have -su~
:1~wd, as became dutiful subjects; but we trust it may at least Le permitte~ us" to . 
~se~ve, 1ih:at th~ hurna~ity · of the fibolitionists has b~en costless to the~, ~~~H~;~ 
~ ex,erc)sed,' 1n"'a great' measure, at the expense of those who were mduced ro 
i1 ~~t. Vn1eir fortun~s i~ ,,West fodia soil, under an implied guarant~e of the ffie~i1s 
-~O ~ 'ltivation; ,~ihi'ch it has been 'deemed expedient and cons-istc11t with·\iat'idMtl 

r.\lf:' .:.. t k d 1 . I t(' • i 11~0 ~t'..l'Cat'IOA o tevo e an . cance . · 
nrl ~e ·et:tHer;., beg l~ave -'- to impres$ up.on His Majesty's- minister?, th,roBgW~obt 

fleUe111ey? thi~ ·: j ~P.~rta~t I -fa'~t, tbat . the s.~~e quant~rn. of phy~ical /or{et.•)~r1t , 
a:FJ adequate ptotectron fo , these c.olomes formerly, JS oy no rpeans, so 111 then.: 

VI . em sU!te.- r.rne 'pririci~l protection' of the . white population formerly cd9~!~1sh 
less in the garrison tl_1tp i~ the ~a'Ys of_ the co~oQies, expre~slJ calculated an9 _e,n~1tecl 

, off' tl1 l~verhrnent~ 1t,f, --- the slaves by their own Leg1Slatures, who only c.oulcl 
~~s~ss llie r1~_cal lmo\vledge· 11bcessary "to enable ._tliem to enact su,2h -I_µ,,~ ,a~ \ppul& 

.. h t eb1l., t o·~nneCt he / elatibh 6f mastd and slave, so long as that 1'-elat16WLiJ1 t8 

.c . ~ 11,e e' ,H n tlie ~r~er~mih~'t' of. b~~h--<' :ro . -t~a~ sou,r'ce ., of li-q_tEpicw. ~~d)?~f~ 
-form~r1y also tha,! of ;in 1~p~ess1_0~1; "Jp~-t or wrong, ~~ru~.,~r_ false! _a:n 1~1;)re~s1~~ ~at 
gen~r Ily co 1bi'b_, t~d -~o 'ne 1,veifor~ and ~afety. of B~tb, a_rr ~~pre~'Slon,.of ~~~Wf~l0~1ty 
Hf.4nfell 'c-tt11al Mtl per~ofl{i½fJ ft ow~m fltfln 1t:h~ l 11aster, t"r1vet.ed 1011, 

1t ,e m~ cls· q( .1 fB1 
slKve~. '5-Bi1!(m 'Pr@pff toa:w h Sref~ aij01 ·~o, out' sltfve rcbde;atfcfttHe 'Hi~sol8fi8h of 
~{ ~ ~[lll_pression by the insidious mean~ .resorted to by our ·professed and concealed 
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\enemies, with unwearied industry, whose unvarnished object has_ long been, whose 
-undisguised object continues to be, to rai~e the character of the slave up on . the de
.gradation of that• of his master. ,\Te repeat, in proportion ·to the progre~'s and the 
success of this system, the garrisons of these islands ought to _be augmented, i the_y 
·~we still estimated as of any· national value ; and unless it is intended to sacrifice 
them at the shrine of fanatical sentiment. 

Exclusive of ,1vhat we have thus ventuJed -respectfully to urge in relation . to the 
JJarticular misfortunes sustained by Grenada, we cannot rnfrain from submitting to 
·.the attention of your Excellency a great and growing evil, which we seriously 
apprehend will ultimately be destructive of.- 0ur best interests, anJ -be the ruin ~f 
the West India colonies in general. We here allude to the a<lvantages possessed 
,by,, · and the favour shown to, our competitors in the East Indies. India ,buyB 
.. wherever she can _buy cheapest; sells wherever she can sell dearest; and the flags 
-of all nations enter her ports. Labour may be obtained there at a rate almost 

· .nominal. Instead of- receiving British manufactures only in exchange for her _ 
.produce, she not only manufactures for her mvn use, but for competition with 
Qrnat Britain in every part of the globe: The mother country, _while shy rjgidly 
enforces the colonial system ag·ainst the colonies, relaxes it in her own favour; and 
while the bounties on the exportation of West India refined sugar are diminished by 
Act of Parliament, the rnme authority admits East India sugar into Br~tish home con
·sumption at very reduced duties-. Those who do not submit to colonial restrictions 
nm. have no claim to co1oniai privileges, and ought not to be permitted to interfere 
so alarmingly with our prosperity, ar,d endanger our very existence. Our admission 

- to an equality of commercial justice in th~s point of view ought at all events to 
precede a demand of the nature we now feel ourselves compelled to resist, and 
which, from the peculiar moment in which it is made, has more the appearance ·of 

, iu1 appeal to our fears than a resort to our patriotism, or our liberality. 

: House of As_sembly, (Signed) Geo. Afunro, Speaker. 
12th April, 1817. George llyde, Acting Clerk Asscmbljl. 

N° i_2.-Copy of Letter from Earl Bathurst to the Governor of Dominica, 
dated 1 st August, 18 ~ 6. 

Sir, · Downing Street, 1 st August, 1 816. 

N° 12. YOU are aware that Dominica is the only one of His Majesty's possessions in 
Letter from Earl the West Indies1 on behalf of which a sum is annually voted bv Parliament for ·the 
~<J-tburst to the . support of the Chief Justice. On referring to the estimate ~f 1 789, the year in 
Governor of Dom1- l . l l . fi 1 I . h b d .d b 1· 
11

· ,. . _11. 8 6 w uc 1 .t :us vote rst toot( pace, 1t appears to ave een acce e to y par mment 
l ..,a, 1 ..:.t..ug. l l • · f .. 

N° 13. 
Letter from Gover-
11or 1\1 ax well to · 
Earl Bathurst, 
300ct. 1816. 

as a temporary measure, and the wordmg o the estimate that year most strongly 
implied a pledge on the part of the Legislature of Dominica to provid~, at an early 
period, in the same manner as the other West India islands have always done, for 
the support of their own Judge. · , 

It appears to His Majesty's ~ovemment that the period bas now certainly arrived 
when the colony should be required to redeem that pledge; and I am therefore to 
sigr..ify to you the commands of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent to bring 
the subject at an early period under the consideration of the Legislature, _and to 1 

urge upon them most strongly the necessity of making provision for thle Chief. 
Justice in the colony, correspondent to that which His Majesty's governmenti fed 
themselves compelled, in the present circumstances of the country, to d~cline again 
su brnitting to Parliament. 
· To Governor Maxwell, . I have, &c. (Signed) 

Dominica • 

. .. No. 13.-Copy of a Letter from Governor Maxwell to Earl Bathurst, dated 
Dominica, the 30th October 1816 :-...., (Three In closures.) 

. . 1\'I y Lord, Government House, Dominica, 30th Oct. 1 816. 
. IN compliance ~vith you'r, let_t.ei: of the 31 st Augus~ and 1st July last, I commu

n~cated to the Leg1s~at~re of thfs tsland that His Royal Highness the Prin·ce J.tege_nt 
~I\~~ted. them to provide for such a proporti~n of troops, not of colour, as they 

1 '} -.i<- · 
1 

· • • ·• deeined 
t . - ~ 
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, I • ' ) • • 

deemed necessary for the· mainteo·a:nce of the ·\1:anquillity fof the ·c~.k>ny, and: to 
make an allowance to the Chief Justice eq ual'to that which I-dis Majesty's· Govei'fl" 
ment found necessary. ·to withdraw t11t1der-the prese0t circumstanees 0f- the. €ountry. ;., 
I lJave now the honour to enclose copif::s of my messages .to the Boalfd of Cbunc-il , 
and House of Assembly, and their addresses in reivly. · . ·. · 

I have to lament the violent tone which the He>tise of Assembly have assumed on 
this occasion, whose mistaken zeal in the cause of their constituents' tilay be ~·etri~ ' 
meot3:l to their best ipterests, especiall¥ as from the ·depressed ~·stat~ of the colony 

· t~ey had an opportunity, .by a fair afild: candid recital of t~eir difficulties and .em
·barr~ss~ents, arising from repeated losses, and the low prices, obtained . for tneir 
produce, to hav.e shown the utter imposs;ibility of the colony to mee~ th_e clesi17e 
of His Royal Highness the Prince · Regent to provide for the subs~stence of tlae 
troops, or, for the present, to raise the salary of the Chief Justice, without ~ucfi ; 
inconvenience, ._under the grievous . load of debt with which this small and·· im- ,, 
poverished colony is encun~bered, owing to the vast expense it was ~blig~d. to incuv ~ 
in the suppression of the runaway slaves in 1 814, · and by erecting a cotn.t-hoµse 
last year, in addition to the ordinary expenses of the Civil Govemmept ;, and sq~h , 
is the state of the public treasury, that the civil officers who are. paid by._ t~e colony 
are eight months in arrear, and the public c~editors of last year haYfL Pnly been 
_paid by the colonial treasurer's acceptances to be received in payment of taxes next , 
year, which, in consequence of the recent dev.astation by the hurrican~, can~ot be 
augmented, if ·indeed they can be kept up, at the present high rate ; therefore, 
my Lord, I can venture to assure His Majesty's Government of the incapacity of . 
the colony to raise. the necessary revenue to furnish the required subsistence for · 
the troops, or any other charge, until by some prosperous years of.. culture and com
merce the colonists shall be enabled. to extricate themselves from the overwhelffi:ing 
embarrassments under which they are now almost sinking. 

I have been instructed by the Council, ' that the Legislature transmitted through 
my predecessor, Major-General Ainslie, a representation and statement of the 
loss of property occasioned by the destructive hurrican_e in 18 ~ 3, agr~e3:ble to the 
desire expressed in your Lordship's letter of the 28th September 181'3, and in con
sequence of ,the kind assurances ~f the e~rr~ions ~f His Majesty's Government in 
their favour, they look with c9nfidence. to the qc;mnty of the Imperial Parliament 
to afford some pecuniary relief · in compensation for their great losses, which will 
enable them to build a Church and Government House, neither of which, without 
such aid, will be in their · power for ·many years to rebuild. I take leave to request 
yom~. Lordship to take. this into consideration, and to us~ you~ influenc_e to · obtain 
the expected relief. 

. \. ! I ·have, &c. (Signed) 
Cha. W. ·Maxwell, 

The Earl Bathurst. 
' (Enclosure· 1.) , · · : . 

• • • J • " "f f "'t 1 r 

· · · · 'His Excellency Governor Maxwell, t~ the Hq~o~rable-_the President·· .· · . . ) _ 
and Council. 

· · I HA V~ the honour to communicate to' your honoura~le ~<?ard, tha_t _by a le.tter . Enclosure 1, 

from the nght honourable the Earl Bathurst, dated the 31 st July, I have r~ceived 111 G,0 vernor Max
ffjs Royal Highness the Prince Regent's commands to · call the ·attentior'i of the .well 5 3oOct. 1816• 
Legislature of this colony. to provide for the subsistence- of such a propo.rtion -.of · 
British. t~OO}?S,• not of colour, as they may deem adeqoate·· for the ~minteriance ·o,r 
tranqmlhty m ,the colony. · · J • • • 

I have the honour to lay before your h_on?urable Board_a. coprof 11;1y.messa~e ~t9 
the honourable H(?use of Assembly tm this important subJect, and I ·rely on your 
honourab]e Board to giye your concurrence to the measures which may be proposed 
by the House of . R~pr~~~ntatives _ of this Island, .to Jul6! t~e -. e~pectation .. of His 
Royal H\ghness the Prince Regent. . . 

. . . · . - . · , (Signed) Ch·a. W. Ma:cwell, Governor. 
Government House,, Dominfoa,} . . . . ' it •1 

24th September 1816. , , 
1 

Reply of the Cou~cii. to: 'the foregping ~e.~&~g~ .. ,,~ , . 

THE Board have, the hono~r to acknowled&e t?e· receipt '~ -your ExCeflency'~ 
message of yesterdays date, with the commumcat1on from Earl Bathurst, calling . 

485. E the 
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the attention of the Legislature t_o provide for the subsistence of 'a proportion of 
British troops, not of colour, and will give due consideration to any measures which 
may be proposeg qy ,the House of ,Assem~ly on th~ subject. . ~ 

, ~ c: ~ " f' • , ~ (Signed) A. 6loster, President 

f-.;,.>1_ !), I I ~ 

'ifr ( ' (Enclosure. 2·.) · r • 

-'i-lis. 
1 
~xc~llency Governor Maxwell, to the Honour_able the Speaker and House of 

, Assembly. . _ 
. tclosure ~ . BY a letter I have received from the Right honourable the Earl Bathurst, dated 
:ell's,;~~~t.is~~: .,the i.~st ·Jul_y, I am c?mmanded by His Roy~l Highness the Prince Regent to ~a!l 

your 1mmed1ate attention to the very extraordmary and accumulated bur~hen which 
.Gr.eat Britain has to endure from the vast unavoidable expense incurred during th~ 
fa5t two wars, for the maintenance of the independence and honour of the country ; 
anitLam· requir~d to state to your honourable house, that His Royal Highness is 
connderit th~t your loyalty, and th~ strong -sense of the protection which 't~e mother 
_country ha·s uniformly afforded to this island, will induce yqu to meet His Royal 
ex~ect~tion to provide for the suosistenc~ of such a proportion of troops ( not of 
c9lour.) . as:. you may deem adequate t~ the maint~nanee of tra.nquil~ity i~ t~e c?l?nt 
I a~ ~ directed to mform you, that his Royal Highness cons1ders 1t His 1mper1qus 
9~ty ·t~ ~eqi:lire from the colonies the support of a portion of their own expens~s, 
fro~ ithe necessity which His Royal Highness feels himself under of reduciog, by 
every possible means, the expenditure of the country; and although arrangements 
!lav~ _been_ made for providing, during the present year, for the garrisons. contained 
tnr,the 'Colonies, · yet that it will in future years be impossible to maintain an eq_u_al 
force unless some part of the charge be. defrayed by the colonies themselves. ~ 

. - . ; . . " 

. ~ ' 

(Signed) Chas. l,IT,. Maxwell, Governor. 

ta• Goy€rnment House, Dominica, 
- " _24 Sep~ember 181 6. 

Second l\fossage. 

His ·Rxeellency Governor Maxwell, to the Honoura,hle the Speaker and Hom~e o,f 
Assembly. 

~ · THE Governor transmits a copy of a letter from the Right honourable the Earl 
~atqurst, dated 1 st April 18 i 6, and in COJ.llpliance with Hjs Royal Highness the
fHnce Regent's ~ommands he requests the honourable House of Assembly tQ take 
into .b~qsideration the Becessity of making a provision to the Chief Justice of the 
colony, ,correspondent to that which His Majesty's Government find it expedient to 
-mthdraw under the present circumstances of the country. The Governor _catin(?t 
too ·~trongly impr~ss upon the honourable House the equity of this measure to 
enable the ~hief Justice to continue to support his respectability and indepenclenpe 
in the execl!ltion of the very important duties of his high offi-ce.- , 

(Signed) · Chas . . W. Ma.1:well,- Governor~ 

· ·_ · <ioyernment House, Dominica, 
24 September 1816 . 

Message from the House of Assembly in reply to his Excellency G_ovetoor 
~ · · ·· · Maxwell. ~-

'-r~E Hoase h~g leave ~o sen~ to y~ur ~ Excellency 1the report of the commi.tt~~ 
apl?~l1llted_ :1?© take mto cons1deratwn your Excellency's message of the 24th ult1rijo, 
which report has been -~dopted by this House. . - · - . -~ , · ~ . 
'- The House regret that the .a.ejected and distressed state _Gf tnis unfortui1~te 

island places it out _of the power of the r~preserttatives of tb.e jnpabitants of this -
colo~y, t9 O@(!QpJy with th~ wishes of._Earl BathuFst., _by providing for the C~1ef 
~qstre~'~, ~Q~~ salary, and the s,ubsistence of the garrison necesefary'_for ·the"'protec,-
tum ~f--, th1s co,]pny • . , , b . _ . . 

1
. ~-

• - ~ - ~ , I r J. ~ '• TFn~ An"jlersorz, Speaker_.. ~ 
_; ~?µs~ ~J Asseinl>ly,- · . ; 

Domm1ca, 8th Octob~, 1.816. r ., ,.: " 
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1 
, 1 . .,. 

omm1ca. 
THE Committee appointed by the honourable House of Assembly" to take i:1to . ~uc_Iosure 3, 

.consideration the communication made by his Excellency Governor Maxwell, of 10 

1f,0 "e;nortt1ix
Tuesday the 24th ultimo, of certajn letters from Earl Bathurst, His Majesty's :tei~ 1~ 1s_° c
secretary of state for the Colonial Department, and t0 make -a report ther.eon_ to the 
House; do hereby report, that they have taken the subject into their ~qst ,$eriOP-.S 
consideration, and have, in addition to such report, framed the subjoined '· resolution, 
which they recommend to the adoption of the House. 

You~ committee cqntemplate with concern the object of the .two- letters ·bf his { M ·": ~~~ .~La , , 
Lordship, which plainly evince a system on the part of the parent State, (mmcled · l[J .. ,'L:., .u • ,!~ 

op. principles not only ~ighly inimical to the interest of the colony, httt appalfentJw 
levelled at its vital existence, as their object is evidently the imposition' uf 
burthens which it is absolutely impossible that it can support. . 

Y ou'r committee consider the two requisitions to he of a nature so similar -in their 
principle as to render it unn~cessary to take them up· on separate grounds, ·and this 
principle is simply to lay on this colony burthens, which neither justice, rea,son-~ 
or even sound policy, can warrant. And it ·is with extreme pain that your eom•.: 
mittee feels itself compelled to declare its decided conviction, that could the present 
policy of Great Britain towards these colonies have been foreseen half a century 
ago, the Wind ward Islands would still have remained in their original ·woods~ hot · 
an acre would have been sold by His Majesty's commissioners...-mot a tree felled~ 
nor a single guinea of British capital expended upon them. 

Now, either one or both of these foHowing eonelusions are deducible fr01n the 
requisition of the present Admim~6tration : That the promises held out by 4His 
Majesty's ministers at the time that the advan:tages :blazoned out -to advimturers . 
were so temp.tingly exhibited, were delusive., or that .the presen,t system is 1mj,ust. 

Your committee beg leave to repeat to the Hou5>e, that the two letters of the r_igmt 
honourable secretary, Earl Bathurst, having pnecisely .,the same object, viz.1 th.e 
imposition of a most grievous anol insmpportable bmthen on the ~c.olony, might 
without impropriety be commented upon together, •aml answ.ered by the d.e.daraticm, 
that the colony is absolutely unable to heac the burthen prop0sed. Your committee 
will, h@wever, take them up separately, a.nd eomm.ence with that which .relates_ t0 
the salary of the Chief Justice. 

With r~spect to the assertion tlaat Dominica. is the only one of His Maj..esty" s 
West India possessions, on behalf of which a .sum is armualiy voted by Parliamen.t 
fof. the support of the Chief J usbice. Your oprnmittee concejve it has e.scaped the 
,recollection 0f the noble .secretary that a home salary is paid to that high ia~ 
,officer in the Bahamas. However, an applicrution beinf macle for a colcmial salai·y;' 
it wa;s granted, and the preamble of the Act e~pr.essly deda~eg the : ~alary was 
given in addition to the home salary; and not even the most distant hint :was he14 
out l?y the Secretary of State of that day thart: bhe home salary of the Chief .Justice, 
of this colony was ev:er intended to be withdrawn. The C016>nial 6a1ary grante.d as 
aforesaid to the Chief! udge •of that day has, uot long sinee, hee1i attgmented in 
favmir -of our present Chief Judge, his honor Arctiibald GiloS!'ter, biilil it .ft.ow &!X.cee.ds 
the odginal grant by fifty per cemt. This augmentation w:as dhee.rfaa.Hy 'lgroot~<;l by 
the Legislature, from its due appfeciation of the vir,tl1€s .0f the JM.ivate ge~t1eman, 
and of the firmness, and impartiality and integr,ity, of-the [i)mtllic 0ffirer, as exihibited 
in the character and conduct of our present Chief Judge; ancl jOU.r comm~tee 
take this opportunity of making :it b1@wn, that the J udg.e is so iWell c@mviao.ed of 
the utter inability of the eolony to bear ev,en its present l>.urd\lens, .after the oala!lWty 
which has so recently fallen upoR u~, thait he ,very hrino\!mably declared that •he 
would rar.ther submit to the privation 0f his home ·sailary •~!together t!han he ·iae 
cause of imposing further burthens upon an already exhaus,ted co1onr. 
· Y out~ committee are at a loss ito discover upon what ground the noble ,secretary 
has founded fuis assertion, ~' Thait the period has now ,ce11tainl~ am~ived whea ·the 
colbny should be required ito redeem that pledge.'' They -deny thwt _aNy such .ple<d,ge 
was ever giiven. • And even ,had sµch pledge oeen give» lin tDlor.e prosperous 1times, 
the present is not the perfod at which such a pledge eaim ,pe 1·€deemed. Had '·the 
noble secretary called to his recollection the real ~condiiti@n ~of 1this ,colony, be ~vould 
clearly see and ack,mowledge that the frequent visita~ions ,of Pro~dence, joined 10 
other misfor.tunes, have brought calamilty •to .its acme. ·· . 1 

_,, 1 1.{ 1:, I,- ,· 

With respect to the proposed additional burtlleu of the payment @f mhe -t•v@ops_, 
your 
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your committee conceive this requisition to be altogether unreasonable and unjust, 
and are at a loss how, seriously, to enter upon its exposure. . 

Your committee conceive they can trace this proposal to its true source, viz. 
the systetn prevailing in the neighbouring islands of Martinique and Guadalot?.pe, 
on which the restored French king has thrown the burthens of their own support 
and defence. 

But it is a well known fact that toese c--olonies pay only a trifling duty -into . the 
island treasury, and_ that all duties there raised are devoted to the support of the 

' colonies where they are levied. The l~re~ch colonies enjoy .a free trade with 
the United States of America, upon the principle of a free barter of produce for 
produce; . by which barter all' their wants are abundantly. supplied at their own 
aoors; all their produce sells well; and the prosperity, plenty, and happiness, en
joyed by them, forms a striking contrast with .the misery, wretchedness, and .fa-

, mine, so conspicuous in the British West India colonies. In the British West 
India colonies, after the fatal experience of thirty-three years, during which ma 1y 
thousands of the unhappy negroes hav~ perished with hunger, our Rulers at 
-home still persist in referring us for supply to the icy rocks of Canada and Nova 
Sc~tia ; though they know-they must know- that a reference to the lunar regions 
for supply would not be more cruel or more insulting. Now, surely, if our con
tributions to the British revenue are worth receiving, our lives and properties are 
worthy of protection; and your committee cannot refrain from .pronouncing it , a 
weak policy to seek to depress and ruin colonies from whence such a source of 
revenue and profit is derived, as the fruits of the Jabour of the planter are now 
almost wholly absorbed by the imposts of the revenue. Your committee cannot 
·but conceive with regret, that His Majesty's ministers should. be so entirely un
acquainted with the real state of this unfortunate colony as to suppose it to he 
possible for it to bear the burdens of even a tenth part of the expense which th€ 
right honourable Secretary's proposal recommends. This observation applies to all 
times and seasons ; but at the present anfortunate period, your honourable House 
-is folly aware, that even our present taxes are paid, in .all cases, with great incon
vetjience, and in very many cases are .felt most grievously oppressive: that anr 
augmentation of these taxes is totally impracticable ; and that the members of this 
h~use would be unworthy of the seats which they fill, were they to call upon their 
impoverished, and in many cases, ruined constituents, for further contritmtions at a 
crisis like the p~esent, when the thoughts of every man are employed in devising 
means to prevent, if possible, our negroes perishing with hunger during the twelve 
months of famine which inevitably await us, after the late awful visitation of 
Providence, in the tremendous hurricane of the 16th of the last month . 

. - Your committee need not inform your Honourable House .. that the prosperity 
or poverty of the island of Dominica depends upon the following contingencies ; viz. 
the non-visitation of hurricanes, and upon the quantity of the necessaries, comforts. 
and conveniences of life, for which our colonial produce, sugars, molasses, rum 
and coffee are bartered, and particularly coffee, as that article is the main staple 
of this island. The non-visitations of hurricanes secures to us abundance of food 

. of the bread kind, which in this island is fortunately produced upon our own lands; 
and our power of acquiring othe.r things, not so grown or produced, depends up-on 
the favourable or unfavourahle manner in which our produce can be bartered. , . 

Your committee need not inform the House how long a)ld how fatally these 
contingencies have turned against us, and that they are at present more fatally 
against us than _ ever. . . 

These melancholy truths a~e deeply impressed upon every mind; but as the 
honourable secretary, Lord Bathurst, appears to be entirely unacquainted with the 
real state of this colony, it m_a.y not be improper in y.our committee to enumerate 
the series of distresses by which it has been visited, which will show . the extent of 
our misfortunes, and what ought to be their sense of the protection which the 
mother country has uniformly afforded .this ill-fated country. In the month of · 
September 1.778 this colony wa5 attacked by the Marquis de Bouille, with an 
army of five thousand men, embarked on board a squadron 0£ small sloops and 
schooners. Our whol~ force amounted, ~ndependent of militia? to forty-two 
regula~s o~ the 7?th regiment, and a fe~ art1llery-_men, tho~gh Admiral Barrington 
was lymg m_ Carlisle Bay, BarbadQes, w1th ,four sail of the hne and several frigates 
an9 w~r ha~ been so~e time decl~red,; and it is a fact, well remerr~bered by man; 
of the mhah1tants, that the Marqms declared, that had he met a single frigate in 
the :Road of Roseau h~ would not have attempted . the d~scent. .. . . 

- ·s 1 On 
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· On the 4th June 1795, this cQlony ·was · invaded' By a!1 • expe.ditio_n -" form~d .JJy 
Victor Hugues, ( whose revolutiona,ry anathemas and predatory hordes~ coininitte.d · 
aboqt. that time such devastation ·and massacre in t-ne islands of Gren,ada, ,St. 
Vincent ·and St. Lucie) commanded by ·tfre rnpublican ;Jeader~ Rameau · and 
Caneaux . . The descen·t was made to windward ; a11d proclamations were post~q, ~pd · 
distributed, denouncing death upon any of the French i.nhabitants, even th~ ···'na
t~ralized and adopted ( or descendants of naturalized and' adQpted) ·subjects,--\v.,ho 
should be found in arms; this threat induced almost the .'Yhol~ po.p~latfoq · of 'J:he 
parish of St. Peter .to march off to join the invaders, for which, mapy. of those 
misguided people lost their lives, so justly forfeited • for their treachery ana rebdUpu .. 
And it is perfect in the memory of your committee tpat thjs, :fo.rmjdabl@; iq~a~)on 
and r~be11ion w~s almost wholly · defeated by the e~ertions of~~€ imili~i~~ th~r~_ ~~~ng 
then m_ the· gari'1son only a small number of the 15th and 60th regiments, vnth~. a 
few of the Irish artillery. And ano~her fact, equally in the recolle~ti01f of y,our 
committee is, that the number of prisoners taken on both these · rriemoi·ab)e 
occasions was such, that had their bravery. been equal to their numbers t}ile.y might 
have coped with their conductors. . . a• : " · _ .. 

The next subject of alarm, and pr(?~ably the most s~rious that ever rrienaced this 
colony, was the nmtiny and ·insurrection of the- 8th \Vest India· regiment, }':hich .irr 
the month of April 1 802 rose in rebellioID, and massacred nearly, the whole of ihe 
officers in the garrison of Prince Ruperts ; and here . the ·activity and ze~l of . o.qr 
militia was as conspicuous as on former occasions, and chiefly contributed tq' the 
reduc~i'on 1of the insurgents, and to avert the awful consequences which · must 
have resulted, had not the evil been so ·promptly and spiritedly sup-pressed. On 
the 22nd of Februa~y 1805 this colony was attacked by a :French fket a1_1d arr.ny; · 
as we had only a small body of men to oppose to an overwhelming host,. and a •_sho~t 
resistance could only be made, though every thing was done which brave men· could 
.do, during the contest the town of Roseau caught fire, and more than two thirds of 
it were , reduced to ashes, the inhabitants sacrificing their property rather than 
abandon their posts to extinguish the flames. This calamity was ·greatly aggravated 
by the arrival of our outward-bound convoy only a few days before, the cargoes of 
which .were barely landed, and the town io consequence full of good~. . ' , 

On the 9th. of Sep tern ber 1806, the island was visited by a most trerpendOl!S 
hurricane, the raYages of which were far ~eyond all estimation, and bu't too 'rri~i1y 
of thejnhabitants have not yet recove~ed from the shock ~f that fatal {la;y. ·D~nn,g 
the years 1 807, 1 808 and 1809, the island was proceeding, though by very sfow 
degrees, to recover itself; but about the year 181 o t~e French continental sy$te~ 
had so far succeeded as to reduce the value of our ~rnam staple, coffee, to a very low 
rate, and this state of things continued until the year t 814, <luting a conside1·abJe 
part of which ' time coffee was no longer even an object of barter. Qn the 23rd ~f 
July 1813, this devoted colony was visited by a second hurricane not less tremeri~ 
cl.ous than the first, and on the 25th of August 1813 by a" third; the unparaleUed 
washes and inundations of which occasioned even more ~estruction, if_ possible·~ 
than the wind. . . , ~ · 

The year 1814 passed without an absolute hurricane, but not without a __ violent 
storm sufficient to ravage our provisions, on the 23rd day of July that year. The . 
year 1815 had no absolute hurricane, but a violent storm on the 26th of August, 
w.hith destroyed the provision-grounds throughout the country, and under the ~i
stFicitions imposed on us from Great Britain, added to the impoverishment under 
~hich the island was already suffering. , ' 
. In the µresent yeat, 0 after two violen_t storms, one on the 3rd and the other 'on . 

the 1 ©th of September, this island -was visited h)7 a fourth hurricane, the ravages · of 
wl;lich, ~s they aFe still so recent, have not yet been ascertained ; but they appea_r . in 
In(lny quarters of the island to have been most ruinous. · 

· , Thus there exists· aln:wst an impossibility of paying in the next year even tne · 
· ordin(lry taxe·s, unless our negroes be left to their fate; and as to the . proposaJ of 

new. bm~thens _ after the above mournful but imperfect history of our sufferings, and 
of. our Mtter inability lo be.ar any- f-urth~r burthens, no· minister ~acquainted -:. with ~ 
those sufferin.crs could seriously p1~opose them. -· · . · ., · 

0 h . . I' J I 1 'u ... , ltesolved, therefore, t at - ~ · · " · /·, · . _ . .., 
lJ nder these imultiplied and continu-ed sufferings, jOUr committe~ report, that rit' ' 

is utterly impos~ible to make any appropria~ion in tfi~s isfand for the subs_is.tenc_e 6( "· 
troops, or provide for the home salary -hitherto allowed hy- Govern~e~t t~- the 
Chief Justice; as the ,r..od.igioos meaFi_s •Feq-uishe-tCY meet- suth' li' "provisfon=Eotilcl 
not be attained by any mode of taxation or contribution that would not inflict 

485. F immediate 
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No 15. 
Letter from Pre• 
sident Pa~l to Earl 
Bathurst, 2 October 
1816. 

... 2~'" . CORRESPONDENGE BETWEEN LORD BATHURST AND THE COLONIES, 

i~m.ediate and complete .r~in. -·on the dejected a~d · distressed' inhabitants of 
Dominica. 

. {A. B. Richardson, } , · · 
-Signed, -John Lowndes, "Members of the .Council. 

Thos. H. Ferguson, . 
•. Roseau, Dominica, 4th October 1816. 

(A true Copy,) 
J. ·M. Williams, Govs Seer. 

No. 14.~Copy of a L~tter from Earl Bathurst to. Governor Maxwell, 
dated 17th Jan. 1817. 

Sir, Downing-street, 1 7th Jan. 181 7. 
I HA VE received and laid before the Prince Regent your . despatch of the 

30th October last, communicating C<?pies of your messages to the Board of Council, 
and House of Assembly of Dominica, in consequence of my letters of the 31 st of 
July, and 1st of ,August, together with copies of their addresses in reply. 

Although His Royal Highness cannot _but consider the language used by the 
Committee of Assembly as extremely unbecoming, yet, under the circumstances of 
the severe visitation to which- Dominica has recently been exposed, His Royal 
:Highness is pleased to signify His commands that you defer submitting to the Legis-

. lature the proposals which you were directed to make for the maintenance of the 
troops, and for making provision for the Chief Justice. , 

· I -have the honour to be, (~ign~d) ' 1 

. Governo.r Maxwell, BATHURST~ 
&c. &c. &c. 

No. 15.-Copy of a Letter from President Paul to Earl Bathurst, dated 
St. Vincent, 2d October 1816 :-(Two E~clos?res.) 

My Lord, Government House, St. Vincent, 2d Oct. 1816. 
. I HAD the honour of receiving your Lordship's letter of the 31st July last, signi
fying His Royal Highness the Prince Regent's commands that I would take the 
earliest opportunity of ascertaining the disposition of the Legislature of this island, 
with respect to providing for the subsistence of such a ·proportion of Briti~h troops, 
not of colour, as they may deem adequate for the maintenance of tranquillity in. the 
colony; and that it will in future · years be impossible to maintain an equal force, 
unless some part of the charge is defrayed by the colo~ies themselves. 

The instructions contained in your Lordship's letter were communicated yester
day to the Legislature, copies of their answers to which I have the honour to enclose_ 
to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
Earl Bathurst. 

(Signed) Rob. Paul. 

(Enclosure 1.) 

Sir, Council-Chamber, St. Vincent, 1st October, 1 lh 6. 

E nclosure 1, ·: I HAP the ho_nour of laying before th_e Bo·ard your Hon?ur's letter, enclosing the 
;iri,, President Paul's, ~espatc4 of the nght honour~b~e Lord. Bathurst, _on the sub~ect of bearing a ~propor-
2 Oct. 1 s·i6. · - t10n of the charge for subs1stmg a suitable garrison .of white troops' for this 'island. 

This Board will take the same into the most serious consideration. · 
fo the mean time the Board wish to be inforrn~d by your hqnou~ of th_e probable 

- amount of the .expense necessa~y for the subsistence of a garnson of fforn fiw 
hundred to one thousand men. 

To his 'Honour, Robert Paul, 
President. 

I have, &c. (Signed) ' '
1

-' 
1 1 r,~ H[,~I"' · 

Robert Gordan,~ President. 

. instructs 
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instructs, me to ~ay, t~at the_ subject is one of such vast itnpor~~, and requi~S 
such ser10us cons1derat1on, that they beg leave to defot t0 the quarterly n1eeting· lt\ 

. December a more particular answet" .to the application of His Majesty's minister!. · 
l have; &c. (Signed) 

George.Munro; Sp~itte,~. 
His Honour, Mr. President Paul, 

Commanding &c. &c. &c. · 

N° 16.-Copy of a Letter from Earl Bathurst, to Major-G~n. Murray, 
_dated the 31st July, 1816. 

Sir, Downing Street, 31st July, 1816. · N° 1 6. 

UNDER the pressure of financial difficulty it becomes my duty to call your Letter from Earl 
attention to the necessity of bringing the resources of the colony Ubder your Bathurst to M. G. 
Government in aid of the additional expenditure, which the possession of it, and Murray, 3

1 
July 

thii consequent charge of itS protection, has brought upon this country. From your 
1816

• ,-, 

recent despat~hes I have every reason to believe that the inhabitants of the colony 
view with considerable satisfaction their permanent union with Great Britain; and 
I have, from 1:xperience of the past conduct of the Court of Policy, every ground 
to be assured that they are equally attached to His Majesty's Government, and ready 
to seize every opportunity of promoting, as far as· in them lies, the interests of the 
empire. I have therefore no doubt but they will readily concµr in the proposition, 
which I am commanded to make to them, in common with all the other British 
West India colonies, of taking upon themselves the maintenance of the force which 
they may consider requisite for the protection and security of the colony. 

You will lose no time ~n bringing this subject under the consideration of the Court 
of Policy, and in so doing you will not fail to remark to them, that the island of 
Jamaica, one of the oldest British possessions, and the only one which is in point 
of population at all comparable with Demerary, has for many years exonerated the 
mother country from the charge of maintaining its garrison; and you may also 
observe, that the colony has felt the effect ·of this liberality, by permanently securing 
for the defence of Jamaica a force far more considerable than the unassisted 
means of . Great Britain could have defrayed. I have only furthe~ to observe, 
that without some such pecuniary assistance on the part of the several West. India 
colonies as that which I am commanded to recommend, it will be altogether 
Out of the power of His Majesty's Government to avoid a still further reduction of 
the force assigned for the defence of the West Indies. And although they feel tlia,t 
such a reduction cannot take place without some inconvenience, ye~ ,the necessities 
of the country, at the close of a long war, so imperiously require relief, that, if not 
afforded from the resources of the colonies themselves, it must at any rate be secured 
by the reduction of the charge to be incurred for its defence. 

I have, &c. 
To Major-General Murray, BATI:ttJR.ST. 

&c. &c. &c. 

No. 17 .-Copy of a Letter from Major-General Murray t9 the Earl Bathurst, 
. dated Demerary, 1 st October 1 816.-:--(0ne Enclosure.) · 

My Lord, Demerary, 1st Oct. 1816. · N• 17. , 
I · LOST no ~i me in . bringing under _t~e consideration of the Court of Policy the Letter fro~ M. G. 

project communicated m your Lordships despatch of the 31st July .last, and have Murray t.o th~ Earl 
now the honour to transmit a minute of the court, containing the result of their first Bathurst, 1 Oct0ber 

.Qeliberation on the subject. I was anxious to bring the court at once to a pledge 
1816

• 

, ' of , 1eeting the expectation of His Majesty's Government. As the slirprize with Which 
the communication was received appeared strongly niiked with atarIIl at the. con
sequent increase of. the colonial taxes, but found it would not have been prudent 

, to press th.e111 beyond the expression of their good inclination. I have, however, gre.mt 
cont'fdence in the liberal loyalty of the Court of Policy; IJU't it seems diSindined to 
come to a determination upon a question of such magnitude \\~ithout the concurrence 
of the Financial Representatives to whom the late Major-General Carmichael thought 

t ii't to give a deliberative voice in matters of finance, combined' with _the Court of 
, P.olicy at their first annual meeting; and _I underMand that the latter body mean 

, to memorial me to admit the combination upon the present questiqn. Oppositio'n ' · - · · · 
1 

,, ·. ~m I!il y part, !\oweyerju~t, may. obstruct'the great o bjectin view ; ijnd if I can aScer- ~' ', , 'J ''. 

,.r. , ·,·485. · · , · , ' ' tain 
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:tain th_at the sentiments of the . financiers are not -hostile to_ it, as I believe it will 
give. 11mch general satisfa'ction to ·the ~plonis'ts, t feel tli~ppsed- to permit this union 
at their special request; if niaae. I shall lrowev'er proce~ii ileliOerately, adoptjng t?~t 
line of conduc~ which I poaceive best calculated to give effect to your I:ordsh1p s 
ex.pectation~4! · .. ! , ~ • 

J (/; 10 I 15jJ5d I have, ~c.· (Si_gned) 
, 1r..l o; '{£11111\ll _ B: . , . · 
: ·n .. a )ewdJ1JI '{fL Jo the Earl Bathurst, 
,. !~~ d1J '(Hr. &c. &c &c.. ; 

! 

John Murray. 

J ., .,iJ 
·- . (Enclosu_re.) 

Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the _Honourable the Co~fJ ;of 
. . Policy of the Colony of Demerary and Esseqmbo, at an ~~traod:hna;y 
· · \\; Assembly held by Order of His Excellel)cy the Lieutenant Governor~ at _the 

.J - rl Killg's Hciuse, George Town, Demerary. , · 

in M ~cl:~~~~ ,5 ._ L •, , .AJttr prayers: _ Monday the 30th Septembe,r, 1816. 
1 Oct. 1·s 16. Y ' _: HJS . Excellency opened the court by stating that he h~d con~ened tb.e present 

rqeetin~ tg .. communicate the substance of a despatch with wluch he ha.Q rp~n 
-, h~no~r,a<! by Earl Bathurst, who under the pres~ur_e of fi~ancial diffi~ulty w.h)eh 

the late arduous contests had entailed on Great Bntam, had mstrncted ,lum., t@ on1Jg 
~nder th~~r consideration . the absolute necessity of relieving the mother couotrf rom 
the maintenance of the troops requisite for the satisfactory protection of the~ colony. 
Jamaica had Iona since set the example; and His Majesty's Government now found 
themselves comp~lled to recommend it to be followed by all the ·British West India 
colonies, as the only means of securing a continuance of their present military 
~es~blishment. His Lordship, from the rank which the colony holds in 1>oint~of con
·Sei)_uenoe; "as .well as from the loyalty of the inhabitants, _ and experienced liBerality of 

I.th~s:court1~ ~xpresses_ an expectation which his Excellency trusted w01:1ld tliis day be 
realized, by our adopting that system, to which he also begged to add the expression 
of his own· proud feeling in anticipatiug the determination of the court. · · --

His Excellency stated that he has no reason to doubt that the saving which a 
,. ) t d:wa rigid ,.ecohomy_had enabled him_ to establish in the expenditure from the Kihgs chest 

• ,,,~ .• t,t1;rlX A) .J u ;- ~~!,lld. h,e Aispos~ble to ~he sal!le obje~t; and concluded by a~nou~cing_ ltji~ ish of 
•. • &11 ~, . Q .··hl!!ng _enabled t? transmit the res?lut10n of the court by the mail-boat Q~:,h re, 

·arrd· w hlc:h , he_ h'ad detained for that special purpose. . _ _ , , > 
_ : His ~xcellency then read the letter addressed to him bJ Lord Bathurst, th~ ~fi
-, erl'ts of wliich he had already communicated to the court in consequeuce of a ·egM!ll?t 1 

matle J1y one of tlie members to that effect. _ '", , "' 
~. ' The letter having been read, the court proceeded to deliberate on the COQ!.1911Jlj
-Cation made, and after some consideration the honourable member; Mr. Heliger;D e 
r to move that an address,~ in reply to his Excellency's communication, be prllSeR!ed. o 1 
him,:expressive of the court's desire, at such a crisis of general distress felt-!hr.0qgb

,_out !he British empire, to adopt such a measure as the nature of tlie co,mm1U1ic~tiwi 
requires; and that the saine would receive e_very attention of the members du1:.ii,ii 
. the recess, so as to er}able them to act thereon as the means and situation o~the 
;toJ6ny will permit; which motion having been sec~mded b)'. the honourablij . J~"bS 
lJo_hnstone, was agreed to, l;lnd the followrng resolution unammousy passed:,, · 

6 • '- ' 'if fie 'cmirt, in returning thanks to his Excellency for the foreg"oing commun1.a
}jon,_ are _so muc~ struck ~i~h the i!Ilportance of the object t~erein c?ntat~eg, !hat . 
they reserve their full op1mon until after a mature and serwus, dehbe, ·at10µ,;

0
8t!:f; 

,hp.ve no he~itatiq_n .in reque,sting his Excellency the . Lieutenant-Gove,;por to con1-. 
Tull1!idil:te im_mediately to His Majesty's ministe:s their sincere. partic!patign" Jn iJ¥.! 
fee)mgs excited by_ the . ur:iprecedented financial embarrassment of the. mother 

;~o.ul!try, and their cheerful_ an_d .ready acquiescence i~ applying, such 11!ea9s as: the 
·~esdurces of the colony may place at their disposal, for the purpose recommended b.y 
fHls Majesty's minister_s; and ip order to enable.them to form soon, Opinioll of the 
.Probable aSsistance that may be -required, · they i-equest his ExCellel)cj, will he 
j'.ll~asecI· to so!ici_t information froli\ His M!ljesty's· Government" af to · the elf;~Ilt to 
'w)lich the existing circumstances · may ccimpel ,a redU:ctiop in '.:the' g'arrisi:in of this · 
tpolblly. · - · · -, · ' · -·, . · _ · · - - -· ·- - · _ . " 

~'~ -~rderef~ Tlia't th~ S~c;i-Ei_t~t oe di_re:ct~d_ to_}iand•~o _!iiS Excell,e~c)[~h~_ ~ieutenant
,6?vern~r au , extra!=t . of ; the Jort;!!mpg II!ln.utes . as. .§OQn . ;is ·tfie ,same ea be 
prepaked'. ~ - / . . t I ~ -✓ ·,.,,.f ·. 9 - J •• ., ., ~ ..., - b • ~ J.J _,, l, -

-.; ,m ~ 1
.. ( A t~ue ext~~ct.) 

Chas. TJ7ilday, Clk. C. Pot 
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' No. 18.-Copy of a Letter from Major-Gen. M~,rray -to E ar , Bathurst, 
dc:1,ted {)emerary, gth March, 1817 : .... (One Enclosure.) , 

·· ·My Lord, · ' .. ' , Demerary, gth March, 1817. 
I HA VE the honour to transmit an extract of the minutes of the Court of Policy N° 1 s. 

on the question of maintaining their garrisons. Letter from M. G. 
I found that I could not have brought the Court to a determination upon that Murray to Earl 

subject at the October session, without a certainty of failing altogether in my Bathurs!, Deme
endeavours to carry your Lordship's commands into effect. I regret that -my rary_,9 lViarch 

18 1
7· 

success has been so bounded ; yet when I reflect on the strong opposition to the 
measure manifested throughout the colony soon after its first promulgation, I can-
not out consider the admission of the principle as a great point gained, although 
the Court has only consented to provision and quarter 200 men for the service of 
out-posts; and I beg your Lordship will be assured that no attention sball be 
wanting on my part to cherish this dispos~tion. 

The n~mber of troops necessary for the safety of this united colony must of 
course vary with their quality. The slaves are in every respect ·so well used, and 
appear so contented, that in my opinion Soo Qffective British soldiers of a good 
de·scription, with a detachment of forty artillery-men, are fully adequate to 

I 
its 

_protection in time of peace. -
To the Earl Bathurst, I have, &c. (Signed) John Nlurray. 

', ., 
r 1 

- t. 

&c. &c. · &c. 

(Enclosure.) 

Extract from the Minutes of the proceedings of the Honoura_ble the Court 
of Policy of the colony of Demerary and Essequibo, and dependent Dis
tricts, at its ordinary Assembly, held at the Court House, George Town, 
Demerary, the 29th of January, 1·817•. 

After prayers. 

. The Minutes of I Monday's proceedings were resumed, confirmed, and signed. Enclosure, 

"~1s Ex~ell~ncy then movii? the order of the_day for takJng ~nto considerati0n inM~;ci·1~u~ra;y'a 
the commumcatlon, made by him at an extraordmary meeting m August last, of 

9 
. 

7 

Lord Bathurst's letter relative to the ~aintenance of the troops necessary for the 
defence and protection of the col<;my. It was necessary for him to press the discus-

. sion of this subject now, as it was that _period of the year when the financial 
representatives were to meet the court for the purpose of deliberating on the means 
of raising the supplies for the public service. He should therefore propose the court 
would proceed to decide on the measure at once, so that he might be able to 
transmit to His Majesty's Government the result of the communication he has had 
the honour to make. And he must again repeat his opinion on this subject, that ~t 
was a just and reasonable demand on the part of the mother country under her 
present financial embarrassment. 

The court, after considerable · discussion on the question, divided, when if 
appeared the general question was negatived ; but a majority in favour of a qualified 
allowance, to be made under ,certain specific conditions, for maintaining of a pro-
portion of the troops necessary for the protection of the colony. ' · 

His E xcellency then proposed the colony should provide for one haff of the 
troops ; and the question being put was negatived. 

The honourable member, Mr. Bean, then requested leave to read the paper he 
held in his hand, which contained a motion on ·the .above subject. . r . ,:, 

The said paper being read, was of the following tenor -: ' , 
• The court, taking into its most serious -consideration the communication made 

by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor on the part of His Majesty's ministers, 
which communication pourtrays in ' the strongest manner the present embarrassed 
state of the public finances, and calls on the coloi:iy to assist as far as their resources 
will permit, in relieving part of the burthens which the maintenance of a garriso,n 
sufficient for t?e protection of the colony imposes on the government, takes the 
earliest opportunity of expressing their sincere participation in the distresses which 
now press so severely on the mother country, at the same time regret that their 
means are not ·commensurate with their wishes for this purpose, the colony itself 
having felt no inconsiderable share of the pressure of the times. 

485. , G . They 
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They beg leave at the 'same time respectfully to submit to the 'consideration of 
His ,Maje~ty's 1J1inister,s the circu(!lstan~e 0£ , thi~ col~ny haviQg pai~, for a long 
s~ries of years.l a con·s~d:r~bl<; ,p~llr-t~x, at .. ~he ~isposal 9!_ ~is Majesty's Govern
ment, and wh_rnh was ongmally mst1tuted for the protect10n of the colony.; and 
further! to · call to~thei :;•11ecollection, that early in the revolutionary war this· colony 
rah;ed a r~giment of €ight hundred • bla:ek troops, at ~n expense to themselves of , 
not less than op~ hundred thoiJsand pounds steding. · ., -
- .. ~Willing, -however, to sh~w their sincere partic~pation in the distresses of the 
mother country, though -.at the ' same time necessarily guided by their knowledge of 
the he~vy debts due by this colon3 for advances in Europe, which ~enders additional 
ta,xation uniqually proportione~, as weH as by the circumstance of colonial prod~ce 
being mucµ depreciat~d, they proppse by a grant, to be discussed annually; and as 
the .relative sitnation ·of the mother oou·ntry and colon3 may vary, to provision _and 
£ nd sufficient quarters for two hundred white troops, to be stationed at su~ out
posts of the colony as may appear tq his Excellency the Governor, ( conjointly with 
the military comtnandant, if the appointments should be held by two persons) best 
calculated for the internal protection of the colony,. which number of two hundred 
white troops so quartered will b~ .considered as over and above the usual number 
which it is presumed His Majesty's Government will at all times keep in the garris(l)n 
for the protection ·and sovereignty of His Majesty's flag. 

His Honour, the first Fiscal, begged leave to second Mr. BeaID.'s motion.; and the 
question being put, the same was carried. His Excellency then requested the 
honourable member to be perf~ctly explicit on every point calculated. to secure a 
good understanding between His Majesty's Government and the colony, both as 
~~spects the intention of the court towards meeting the wishes of His Majesty's 
Government, and whatever reciprocal return may be expected on the patt of the 
court for the general security and benefit of the c0lony. The court in the._ tpe~r1 
time proposing to find the means of supporting and majntaining two hundred troops 
necessary for the out-posts, as agreed to in the honourable member's motion, for 
one year; and as it was deemed by the court impossible to add to the burthen of 
the present taxes on the public to any extent, it would be necessary to make such 
curtailments in the · general expenditure, in those particular objects that would 
admit of reduction, without any inconvenience to the public service. . 

4 

The court, therefore, from the above consideration, came to· the following 
res'olution :-

That provided Government will furnish two hundred white troops beyond-· the 
number usually mai~tained in the garrison .for the protection of His Majesty's flag 
soyereignty of the co'lo.ny, ~and that the said two hundred white troops shal~ be 
quartered in different out-posts, as may be judged best calculated for the internal 
protection of the colony, this court will provide fit and comfort-able quarte~, as_ 
well as provis~on the sai~ troops, 1n the -manner now done by His Majestis Go- . 
verqment, dun~g the period of one year from the 1 st of J anuarj last, and at -. the
ex.piq1tion of the present year will take the subject again into consideration, res~iv
ing to themselves the right at that time of altering, annulling, or increasing tlJe ~ 
s,aid grant, aS' the relati~e situation of the .mother country, and the colony 1nay _ 
~Plear to. them to requ-ire. . i. __ __ 

That his Exce1lency the L1eutenant-G0vernor be requested to make arrangements 
for the issue · of rations from His Majesty's stores_, according tp t~e usage ~t the 
arm;:, for such troops as _may ~e so quarte~ed, for the _amount of which th~_y wi~t 
provide at each successive quarterly ses~:f10n, accor<ln~g to fhe return sent" h.1: 
T~a~ it be recommended to his E_x<;_ell~ncy the Lieutenant-Gove·rnor to pu.t . ·in_ µse 
SU}:!h barracks as hav~ been alre~dy ~r~cte~ -in the colony for _si~ilar 1l~r,pos~s ;-t~o.a ,· 
the co?rt pledge themselves to pay the hire, or erect fit bu\ldmgs- for the .accoII?,
mod~t1on 9f the troops that ~ay l)~ quartered in s.uch situation, conn.ected with this 
res9lution, as are not aJr·eady prov1ded with such buildings. · - - ., -- ' 

Or~er~d, {\n extract of the above resol,u(lon to be handed over to his Excellency 
the L1~Qt~p~nt-Governor. -

j I ii• , ~, -· ~ ~d .o· 
, 1 :-~ :' b • r- f O t>ri:! . 0 '{~[!Oq 

1 , ~ •• 1 ·::: ) , /.i:r H ~: tru.~ j ai1i · :ts ·-forl g ii• "J Ii 
\ 8 E · e wrloj3Q b -~ 

~ ~15l B'l 1~ftl\ 
b [ . r-.xtt··_~ ) 

. ·, '.J! ,, ;,Q,1. i 2l c rti w or.on t gh_ 1~: con_,1 J; um mi! smua9 mu t :lwo3 a 
.: ,<,r.. ,j t,: t,rr ;:; .. IA , .. n s<f ai.sga ~nhnu1 H q: anrl1 J'. ~mbw: u ·· elJ hutt 0.6..,8. , 1M /i~ ffi9U mu ""11J01 o, 
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a... ~ ON Tt41Ent P~ YING 4'<11t· TiiE"flt -~1\iiL,1·~AltY DEl"ENC-E. ?uuiot ~ · 
t ·~~ ··~·, ,.., Ml a 3t1. Jh ~! ~9d ~er 
No. 1 9.---.Copy of ·a •Letter Iro~ .. the :Ead . Bathurst -,o ~fajbt-6-ene a:l '· MurtaY., 

• d'ated Downing Street,. 12~~d@.:Laj, -i 817. , 1 
! · • · ~ - ~~ · 

, J 1 • • . "f ? \1: - l 'I .~9 "I< 

. Sir, ])owning Strett, ,21.2· Ma1;·181i17, .. ,· . 
. I. HA VE pad the honoµr of submitting to th~ ~rinc~.~ Regent your despatch N° 1 g. 

No. 18, enclosing the proceedings of the Court of Policy ~pon the <question which Letter from the ~arl 
h d b · d h ·1 · f h · · h ~. , Bathurst to M~ G. y,ou a sµ m1tte to t em, as to t 1e mamtenance o t e1r garnson a~ t e eApense .Murr~y, '2 2 May 

of the colony. . - , - • · 1817. 
I am commanded to convey to you His Royal HighneS's's approbation 0f the 

~ode in w~ich you, brougpt forward the proposition, and at the same time to de
sire that you would express to t~e court the sense which His Royal Highness 
entertains of their exertions to relieve the .embarrassment under which the mother 
country is now labouring ; and to assure t4em, that .although the limited contribu
tion which they have considered themselves under P!eser:it circumst~nces at libe~ty: 
to 3:tford, will afford but a partial relief, yet His Royal Highness most graciously 
a~cepts this additi9nal mark of their loyalty and . attachment to His Majesty., and 
as an earnest of their disposition to contribute, as far as their means will admit, to 
supply the exigencies of the mother country. · 

I ·have the honour to be, &c. · (Signecl) _ 
Major-General Murray, BATHUR~T. 

&c. &c. &c. 

N° 20.-Extract of a letter from Major-Gen. Murray to the Earl ·Bathutst, 
K. G., dated Demarary, 4th November, 1818 :-(One Enclosure.) , 

· I HA VE the honour herewith to transmit an extract from the minutes of the N° 2o. 
Court df 'Policy of this colony, :bearing date the 2d October 1818, · wHich w,i11, Letter from M~ G. 
I trust, be satisfac-tory to your Lords-hip, as evineing a tising disposition -on the tp,ari Murray to the Earl 

f l l · i... • i... f H" M · , G · • Bathurst + Nov. 
0 ,t :e co omsts t? meet tr.re w1~nes o , 1s. aJesty s · , overament, m assu.mlll;g a 1818; ' 

ce:ms1derable port10n of the expease attendmg -up0n the ·n·ecessary defence of t:tJ,e 
.colony ; and I trust, when it is considered that the settlement already 'defrays ,t;h~ 
entire charges of its civil establishment, these :}iberal sentiments will )be · duly 
appFeciated, and met by c0rrespondent ones ·on the prert of His Majestfs Gov~rn-
ment, and the Legislature of the n:mther ·country. , 

The inhabitants consicler tha:t ~they are aot sa1isfa:ctorily p11otected; and indeed, 
at present, they have very just ground lfe9r such a feeling ·; all the inhabitanh of the_ 
town being required, witho~t -disti_nctio•n, to mount guard, li'ke regular tr00ps, for 
-th>eir own safeguard. They are of opinion, that the peculiar s1taation and circtlm
·stances 0f the colony require British soldiers of t:he very best description i.of 
marching regiments, and tba-t -the gartison ·shcm1h~l riot he less than 800 we_p. ln 
order to secure this; as- your Lordship has stated t~ inability 1C>f the mother country 
to afford it., it n1ay be agreed to pay and maintain 300 ·meri for the service of 
out-posts, provided 5oo_me0 be paid and mainta'iried by Gover~ment, ()r any :iex;~ess . 
of 500 which may not in the total number make tlile gaq"'r-isoo above 800 rmm. 

When it is consiidered tlhat these -colon,es are far remoV'ed from, and !10 windward 
(l)f, the West Tndia Islands, to which miiitiaty division they are atta!ched ,; tbat they, 
are situat-ed within easy commi\!nication by land and by water with 'the Spanis,h., 
insurgents on 'the Oronoque to t1h·e westward, and that ·on their eastern .fr9fl'tj~r., 
Surimun exni'bi'ts strol'.lg settlements 'Of ronaw-ay negrdes, now established in i'nd~
pende ce,' ahd with 'whom the 'govermnent ·of tt!iat coltiny :i1s obliged to treat~_ ii is 
evideot-tn~t f~reign:s·erv~c

1
e .men cannot be c·onsidered. ·as p~ttdently piaced in_.garri

sor . here, tile mha.b1bmts ~erefore ptay for a corps that 1s not made up of sue~ 
matenals, arld entreat your Lordship's interposition to obtain jt _ 

1 
, ), ,. 

Jn9ifo::, , ~u o,. (Enclosure.) ' · 

Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the H0nourabl~ the Court of 
Policy of the Colony of Demerary and Esseq~~bo, atJ an Extraordinary 
Meeting held at the KiRg's House, George Town, Demerary, ,Friday 
2d October, 1817. 

After Prayers: 
" THE court then resumed 

honourable member, Mr. Bean; 
485. 

the consideration of the· original motion of the Euclosure_,' 
and th~ amendment thereupon having again been in M. G. M,m-ay's 

duly 4 Nov. 1818. 
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. duly 9~li?er<!_tec;l up_~n__,. t l}e f~ijowing_ ~t~_~ep~~~!,- ~~pr~se~t~tton _ a_ng pr9position, 
arud-ressoo to EaN -~a~n:urst, one -0f- H1s _'MaJesty'8 prmc1pal secretaries of state, &c. 
was tberf i·eacf !antP aahfod· to/ and~·ordered:- fo :: be entered on 'the- minutes. _ . 
,..;~ :." =. ~Va ttlei.--: Lieute~naot Bovirnor and members of .... the· -Cotirl of Polity~ of the 
colony .of D.emeraryJ·and ·Es~tquibo in South-America, in Council ~ssembled, bdg 
leave, in behalf of the inhabitants .of these settlements, to request your Lordship to 
emrve~ · fo •.H}s-R0yal Highness 'die Price Regent the dutiful assurance of our l_oy~lty 
to~Ull" Sovemigo, 0ur aUachmen:t to the- Biitish Government, and our personal a~~-
tion_, for :.His-Royal· HiP-fmess,. under whose wise and paternal administration we ai .e 
prou-d to acknowledgethe..numeroqs blessings: and benefits which have accrued-to \ h~e 
ii,)habitants of this eoli0ny. in particular, as well as with the 1:e~t of our fello,w~sribj~c!J. 
: ... ' ' As. subjects .of: the British Crown, we who .have the honour to add,rcss your 
Lordship,. _aI_?d . a very la1:ge· proportion of those we· represent, · being such ' oy ~i~tli, 
nf;ttur.ally-feel the deep·est interest in whatever concerns the welfare of the Briti~l). 
e~pire; and viewing with prop~rtionate re_gret the financial embarrassments of His 
1.\Iajesty's Government, we declare our ~earliness to conti"ibute, accordin·g to our 
limited means, towards the alleviation of the burthens of th~ mother cou~try, by 
ta~ing-on the colony the ·charge of supporting a part <?f the garrison necessary for the 
pr~ervation (ev~n in time _of peace) of these valuab~e productive settlements, as an 
extra for~e beyond that which would be deemed requisite for supporting_ thehonour 
of His Majesty's flag in all parts of Bis dominions. To give the proposal, which we 
d,esire to be · humbly submitted to His Royal Highness's most gracious consideration, 

_ 
1
~ • a specific form, we most respectfully suggest that less than 500 men would not be 

• '\·1/'\'.:.r t .. ::;,_.~~~ ~ufficienff?~ .the Jast•~entioned purpose; a~d, ~ro_vided His ~fajesty's Government 
~,._'Ji' ~~· ,. mdr woul,ct ·be pleased to ·allow that number. (which It 1s most desirable should be .conJ7 

t: ! ~. po~ecl"' of native British troops) for the general defence of the country on the usual 
(oµt(ng, .:we : sho.uld und~rtake the payment and maintenance of 300- men, or ~ny 

· 1ess number, in addition to the said 500 men to be stationed at the out~posts,, -,where 
they wOll_ be provided_ with the necessary, qua.rter~. out of. th~ provincial fonqs, al.ways 
Pt is~n.rnlS t~at His Majesty's .Minist~rs' will allow 8: certain p~op~rtioi~ of_ the _n~ 
sa 1 tfXcP~Jls~s , tq_.b~ borne ~y the Kmg s ?~e~t, which wa~ -orig1P~lly:1,mst1:1mted· ::asn! 
pro s on qr ;he. charg~ of mternal protectiori-8::ny furt~~r ,numher. pf ~troops, .~e 
~? _1 m t ~oW\!P.le, to __ be .at t~e charge_ of His Majesty's Go!ernn1_ent. -"','J < ·-. _noi;t 

'.: ~pJ>eg 1eaye further ~<;>st respectfully to observe, that this cofomy liaSJ not4iidi~tit 
en J • y~d lne p~~op_ortio~ o~ t~e force allotted by the l?eace e~tablis_bment ~,? _.tilii~urn~:l~ 
tary command to which It Is at present attached, either with respect to Its 1J6Pn1:a
tioJ1. ( eg ual to one fourth of ~11 the 'Yind ward and leeward ,is.la.ml~;:; 3" atn ica 
e-~cepted ), it~ , ~xpo>;ts, ~ts extent, or its peculiar local circumsta:Itces.,Jof ·.@UT C'OIJ 

victioJJ of which there. -is ~tmng-~vidence -in the necessity of our calling o ra: latgej. 
Rropo~rti<;m ~f ou~ colonists ,to per(orm the duties of regular troops; and -W0fltr'tist, 
that . the general che~rf ulness with whic~ th~se burthensome duties have been p~ -
for.qi~1 w,ill b~ar t~sti.r}!on~; tq_ the loyalty ,and spirit which have actuated flj &'Majes~ 
subje:e.t.s iu this paft ,of_ ~is Majesty's dominions. :". - ·) r ·' 1 e -- ,, 

" fillow us furthe~ to suggest, my Lord, that as these colonies are declared·not t(i 
belon,g to the West lnd~es, and as by -rec~nt Acts of Par.liament we afo--: d~barrecD 
from· privileges and ad.vantage~ enjoyed by our fellow-subjects in that · quar.tef:, twe 
trust it )wjll ~ot be de~med presu~ptuou$ in us to express our fitm oonvibtiou..otl-lat 
the s~f~ty of these ~o~untri~s. woqld be greatly ensured by our separafr01r from' the4 

W ~~f I~d-~a Ill~litary COtl}~a~<;i, for which the ~tro~gest reasons can_ be g~v€m,Jariphig 
ffqm .~be:.f ~cuh~r ctrcu~stances of o?r local s1tuat10n. In conduS1on~ 1we be-g R!ti.vij..~ 
to ~~n:d~r __yoqr Lordsh,Ip t~~ express1on,_of our personal respect' ancl.,regarcl4; and ou ". 
h~pe ' t,_fi,C;it your Lords~Ip )\·ill affor~ your. patrnnage and ,PQW€Tful prrete-ctio()• r• a. 
pr9yin~e~-- whose· yalue and interest are not . J ~t thoroughly known,~ an ma~e~j 51 
a11d fovoutable rep~r~ of tqe __ s~ntim.epts . qf Jo~alty and attac~ment~wti.'ic.~ t:Allcthe 
br~~-ts _of it~ iqhab,i~ants .. "-. _, · _. ._ •;•~c .. i . e• • e:. --~~ ,. ,_;: -: ~- ~ , 
·. Toe~ ~cfo~t furthe~ resolv~'cl ~hat hi~ -Excelleijcy -,he .. _ir.equeste · ~ to · fatwa ~ in. 
extract· of. _this m.inut? to Earl BaJhurst, -wit~ such. obser-v.atio~s ,as- he~ ma_y ~l$fm .. 
n~c~ss:~ry; m ex~Janat1on <?f the selilt~ments o{ tin& court, and torequ~~t _hjs ~l:9rcishiis 
fayoupaole. attenuo~ thereto. .. .. ~ . ,~ · . _, · . _ .1 • ... , ; ~ ,. 

_',' Oi~sreo, - t~at · the · S€cretiu:y ... qo lland - to his ,Excellency the Lieutenant
Go_vernor an extract ~f t_9_e. foregoing mintJte :fov the~ purpose therein mentioned." 

(; [FH J J! c,r , ~- . ",(A " true"extract-) {signed) 
r:: -~ _;:: t. t· --" 

-,- - , 1.:) _ "~- ~ Cltar-lesJY.ilday. _ Clk,~:c :~Pol. 
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N• i 1 .-E~trict of .a~ Lett~ .fmm -ih_e Ead B~hu~t, :IC'G , t<i>~ J\ftij~ 1• 

General Murray, da;ed Downmg Str~et~ §.t~Fe_brnayq_·! S~~r. 2. t 

I HA. VB receiYe~l and laicl ' before the Princ,;e Regembyorir~des,pat0lfu. of tfie~ 4th N° 2·1, 

November 1.818, in -whi~h you communicate, lo me· an- -~xtract /rotu the minut.cfs.· ~ ~etter from Earl . 
the Court of Policy of the 2nd October, pr~ceding. ~ . ;- . , t , .r '., -~ : 

1rn~4 Bathurst, K. G. to 

1 . - h , · c • 1-..· h ,u• "'I) • 1 tt·TI'h M. G. l\lurray 
, . am commanded __ to expr~SS- to YPYi t ~ sa;t1~1a~t10ar \VtllC a.~lS \cn~y~ " l~utfe"'SS 6- Feb. ,1819. ' 

derives from the readmess which the Court of Pohc1 harve OA this oecas1olil~ev1trcied. · 
to contribute t~wards the d~}fence of the·· colony and tµe. relief of the·incitmer~eouri:. 
try; and although I am unable ~t the present moment, land 'Yithout a pr~viou~-. 
~o~rpunication with Lord Combermere, tc, state to you .the details ,of ,bhe : aur.a11Jg~·-
ment .which it may be found compatible with the propei- distribution of the force 
in the other colonies to adopt, yet I. can have no hesitation in assuring y9u -'@£ .itl~e 
d1sposition of His Majesty's Government to give effect, as far as lies in_ their lp@we~, 
to the wishes of the inhabitants, and to allot to Demerary that amount of -fiQr,M 
''"•hich the Court of PoUey consider desii'able.. C" ,; __ I 

N° 22.-Copy of a Letter from the Earl Bathurst, K. G. to Major-{leneiaI 
Murray, dated Downing Street, 7th August 1819. - --- ;_ ~ > . • = . 

(:'" D . S . h A .. . 's· 1 0 .otr, · owmng treet, 7t ugus~ 1 lg~ . · 
I HA VE already communicated to you in my despatch of the 6th :F~bruars, ·1a·st0 

N° 2 i. 

that l have referred to the consideration of Lord Combetmere the proposal~ wlif~lf Letter from the Ea11 
had been made by the ·Court of Policy of the colony to ·pay and ma~n!ain -a-~c~fta 'rf B~thurst, to ~1. G. 
prop.ortion of th~ garrison,. with an. earneRt. ~ecommendation t~. hi~ -~~fdfhi urt ~!~;r.ay, 7 Augu

5t 

consider how far 1t w_as possible, consistently ·vnth the safety of H1.s M.aJesty s ot 1 fl 
possessi.ons, to allot fr9m the troops at his disposal a ga1·iison of 80?-· ~~11

1 
.~ ... ael! 

cQWny 0£,Demerary._ . . . . · ··
1 8 

;f 
~lie report _from his Lordship on thi~ ~ubject has be~n re_~e1ved, and. tlu1Y. ~1

1 h~~m:e the Prince Regent; and after g1vmg every .co~s1derat1~n to the 
1
m~atld ~ b}! 

wlnch "Such an ~rrangem~nt could be effec_ted, His Royal Highness has tinly,~ p 
iegi:et, that the mk to wh1ch the other colgmes would be exposed by such a retl' 1c 
tion of force in them tlS would result from so augmenting the garrison r t~is 
particular sSettlement; renders it impossible for His Roya1 Bighriess ~o sa9~tion , 
the fulfilment of the condition upon which the proposal of the Co~rt of )\,lief 
qepeµded. , . . · , .- , 

His Royal Highness has, however, comm4;lnded me most , strnngl~ . td,· j91pre~~ 
upon your consideration whether the Court of P olic·y might not, upon ·~ far~el~ 
knowledge of these circumstances, and upon_ a consideratio!l of ~he :m-tmy pe~Uli\r 
advun_tages of Demerary, as compared with other West India settle1nenfs, off 
inch.1ced to s.upport, at their own charge, a complete regiment~ · at~ the pres,ent 
reduced establishment of 6:50 men; or. if that should appear.to you impracti~hole,~ 
His Royal Highness is desirous of ascertaining whether some assistance might qot 
be afforded from the Sovereign's chest, or from any other funds at, th~ dispqsal of · 
1Jh~ Crown h.il the colony, adequate to meet the additional charge of , the number of; 
Il]en ~bov~ those comprised in the original proposal of th~ Court. - .· · J -

· ¥:o,u tyill understand, however, that it will always f<;)rm a part of.such a propo~al; . 
tb.at the {;rown shout.cl ahvays ma_intain, _as· hitherto, without charge to the colony, a> 
a@Ji1tp\~te white regiment of ten companies ; considering that ·by these_ means the 
~ii.Pon Mri-11-be ,rrused to 1 ~300 men, and those too of the very best descriptioi1, 
I '!~!J.t1QOt• readi~y believe that the colonists can ~e so insensible to ~he additionat" 
seouriDy which their property will thence derive, as to decline acceding to this ·e~~ent 
io~t.he --view of His Roy:al Highness. They will, I am sure, betoo generous to expect 
Of to wish_ that the protection extended · to them should · be to the prejudice of oth~i' 
more ancient possessions of His Majesty, which, while they enjoy in · a~l · respects 
inferior advantages, contribute more directly to the mother country by the payment~ 
in .many instances of co,nsiderable tax.es. · · · . _ . . -

Jltlying also, as~ have every reason to do} iri -yottr zeal and judgrnent in giving; 
effect to the views of His Royal Highness, I cannot but look wit~· ~onie con~dern;e 4 

to the re~uJt of yom consideration of -the fp:iestion;·· and your _'-adoptio~ of ~such, 
me.asures ~ as may .:he : best -~alc_ul~ed-ultimately, if- nof' immedfatel1y; tcf "atHthf' an _; 
object as important to the security of the colony, as· it will be conducive to its . 
character. ' ' ~ ~ - · I have,: &c. (Signed) _ 

'fo Major-Ge~i;ier.ar Mur.ra)i, BATHURST. 
&c. &c. &c. H 
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P ·· N° · 23.-Eitract of a' Letter · from .. Major-=General 1\fotTay to • thi Earl 
· u · 1 ~ • 

1 Bathurst, dated Demerara, the -24th February, 1820. • 11'' 1,,, 

. N° 23. "\Vi-IEN I · t~ll~ of. ·paying and m~i~-tain1ng a regiment ~hey me~t.me with these dis--
Letter from M. G. abilities; however I am happy to say that great progress is rnaki~g fo 'getti'ng them 
Murray to th_e Earl to look _at suph a measµrn <a~ desirable; a~d I think I would venture to assure you of 
Bathurst C)4 Feb I · "d d 1 · f h · ' · I · ' b · L •• 

1 &2o. ·. ' - - · 'U t1mate succe.s~, prov1 .e some re axau~m ? . t e prcse_n.t save mterco~rse . et~een 
us and ,tbe . }Vest India lslan<ls in genera~ coulq be obtained for them. ~-·sl'iaJt, 
lose·no opp@rtunity_ of forw~rding the view~ of His Majestfs Governme'n~ _ ~h tfiis , 

L • • t ( ·, r (' 1, SUl!>Jf;C ,-} , ~i t i .-

a '1[· •:•,gr "an '. 
i , J -- • '1 .r' . .. 

' 0?.1 •·; •'· l' 1,." 1 • 

Ne 24.-Extract of ·a Letter from Lieutenant-Gene·ral Lord Cd9';b'errll~h!t 
.. "· 1 . ~ to the Earl Bathun)t, K. G., dated Barbadoes, 24th J a1)uarf 1ts.1°S . . 

N°24. /,FR,OM.' i1ajor-G~neral Murray's letter I have no doubt ,that .the colonies of 
Letter from L. G. D~!\lerary and Be~bice J!light be .induced to take upon themselves the. payrm~nt .cf 
Lord Combermertt one tecriment, if it was added to their present crarrison. Thus by exchanrrinO' one1 

t
2
° tJh: Ear

8
1 B

8
athurst 1~egimerit of the line for· one regiment of rangers, ~nd by these colonies eorriing', for- , 

4 an. 1 1 
• r1 • l · . 1- b h . C I . h -Wf1-I\ i by paymg ~not 1er, two regunents m1g11t . e sent ,to t 11s ommanc wit out-any 

aclqitional expense to the mother country, which would form a force adequate to 
pr~s~rve the. tranquirlity of the colonies during peace. · , ,> .., • w 

'L , - .. 

b3(J31 - N° 25.-Copy of a Letter from Earl Bathurst, to Lord Co~bermere,
1
ctat~d . 

• J,b , , , 6th February 181 g, :-(One Enclosure.) , 
0

,.

1
L :Ji h' ll> 

. ~b ,. J 

My Lord, Downing Street, 6th ·Februar~,.11~8Jl . L· 

N° 25• '( lB}ql-J'AVE the ho~our _to tr~_nsmit to .your . I_,ordship an ex,tri\.'ct of 'a 'tetter {r, t&e 
B
Letther from Earl • \@~ ilr.rior 0f Deinerary~ m which he commumcates the offer m_arde b,y tbe 13ourt of 

at urst to ~ 1!\.- . d . . d .1. • l .c f . ·, . ., II , ~o r [/ f l.!'i 
Lord Cornbermer -;,J tl!::J ~f that colony to pay an rnamtam ·an &_ n1t1pna JOrce o 300 µi en, ,rov.1mea 

e, Jfi · 'd d · · d b h G · lf '.glU.! 6 Feb. 181g. ·r1~'tt 500' 1l'nen are pal an mamtame. y t :e . over~me~t.. ~ _, ~,, 1n9
c 

l~ .:f ca_nnot ~onceal trom your Lordsh1p,_tbat His l\faJcst.~ ~ Gov~r1;in1e?t , ar~
1 
~ e~fy 

1\¥rpressed w4th the expediency of accedmg to the propos1t1on which has been ma~e 
by the colony of Demerary, both with a view to mark their approbation <}f 1 fie 

~ ·otives which have influenced their conduct on this occasion, and to ,'encouraa!J in 
, "iffl! ~other colonies in the West Indies the adoption of similar ·measures for '1nc8u
raging their means of defence. Not being however aware whether it may tie in xobr 

' Lordship's power to allot from the force under your command so consid@,raoi~ a 
numbar of men to that particular colony, I bave been under the necessity . of _aefer
F1ng a reply to General Murray until I shall be in poss~ssion of your · ~ordship's 

,;,· opinion on the subject. I can.not, however, avoid recommending the arrang~ment 
io your Lordship's most favourable consideration, and .am sure that you will feel, 'in 
common with His Majesty's Government, the auvantage of making sorij e arrange
ment in favour of Demerara, which should effectually prove to the other co1onies 
the super10~ ~dvantages which they would derive from paying apd maintaining 

~ a· pm:tion of force in addition to that now allotted to their respective garrisQns~· · 

Lord Combermere, 
':L . · - &c. &e. &c .. 

I have the honour to be, &c. . ' 
BATHURST. 

. .. . 1 :· ,. 
« u·... .• ·;- . < ~!/ ~ox 
. c .t . . . . . - b .. 
r . ·~JL,,' N° ~l6.-Copy of a Letter from Lieutenaot-GeoeraLJ.rord .. Com9y m~re · to 

. · the_ Earl ·Bathrlatst, dated Batbadoes, 1 otl} , A 1wil J fl g : ,,-~{1\vo 

N°26. 
'Letter from L. G. 
Lord-Comberm~re 
to the Earl Ba
thurst, 1 o April, 
1819. 

· · · lnolosures.) .,. . . · , · i .1 -' .O--~..., 

My~ord,, . Head-Quarters, Barbadoes, 1oth .April 1819. 

l ' HA VE ·had the hm~our to receive your Lordship's despatch of t,he. ~1- 6th :Fe br:Uary 
(military, NCI .10) on the · subject of increasing the garrison in the colony of 
Demerara, and acquainting me of the proposition which has been made by that 
colony for the maintenance of a large .proportion · of troops, if Soo men are sta-
tioned there. 

I beg 
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I _peg to assure your Lordship that I am- well aware of the inadequacy of the 
force stationed in that colony, a subjec~ ~,,hi~_h I brought und~er your Lordship's 
consideration inmy letters of the _14th June· 18.17, 14tl1 an-d 27th January 1 s·1 8, but 
more especially. in drn. latte1~, where I represented to your Lofaship the impos~i~ili~y 
of my incteasing the ga_~ri'son, ·no·t.withstancling the •pressing ·i aflpli~ati:@D'SL '@£ the 
governors of that colony and of Berb1ce. ·. ... . !.r.: .,,.~~ .v1 .111 mo·tl, 11-J.1 

I .mus.t now beg · 1e~e to draw your Lordship's ,attentfoa t-0 the . enc:Wsed~rettw0,, ·. ·rn3 •HtJ O '{!ffu/ I: 
h · d. · · f I h h C · L d' · ·<J-:I -~ (> .f?·uj 'Jl: s mymg the 1stnbut1on o lh~ troop~ t1 roug (?l:)t!the omma~-d, by wh1ch y0ur on ,,~, 

shi1p wi,11 perceive that the strength of the gartisons has been reduced lo ~he ve~--
lowest scale consistent with the ~afety of the .severaLisland.s. One r-egitneI1Vis· divicl€<t.: 
amongst the islands of Trinidad, Tobago, and Grenada; one amongst the islands .&L 
St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica; at1other amongst the islands of Antigua, 
Mon,~s.e~rat, St. Christoph.er an~ _Nevis;- and · one regiment forms the garrison~ .of 
Demerary and Berbite. · : . _ 

Y our Lordship must be aware that the army has been greatly dimia,ished in point 
of numbers since my former representatio.ns on tpis subject; the or.iginal peace 
establishment allotted in 1 $1 7., was 6,000 men; not in~lµd_ing artilJery ; the present · 
force, supposing every regiment complete to its establis~menl, is 3,, 900,, exclusive j ~\

1
,. ~:-.~~) ,;>,:, ' 

of ihe five ·companies of the ,3.rd w· est I11d.i_a regiment, which are directed to be ...... 'r. d 'i<; ~::
1

,')l -: 

retained ,temporaril/ embodied. .. . ${1.-<1 ,, t ,_, 
I ·have enclosed, for your Lordship's -consideration, a plan for the distribution of 

the troops, stationing 800 in Demarary, which shall be 'elfect~d sl;iould you-r Lm~d :. 
ship be pleased to direct it; but I cm1fess that I cannot, consistently whti my duty, 
r·ecommend it as a prudent measmre, 1inasmuch as the regiment -quartered at 
Barbadoes will be the only force from whence reinforcements ·can _be drawn, with
out totally ~ern~wing a garrispn from some one island,' whereas by the present 
arrangement' detachment_s may 'be temporarily sent from Antigua· or Grenada; 
al~ough, as your Lordship must perceive the troops allot·ted ev.en to thoie is ands, 
a 7 not .more than sufficient to perform the ordinary garrison duties. 
J ' beg further to observe to' your Lordship, that a force detached t0 Dc€fiieliary c.~ ~ 
. :H~ J,be considered as out of the Command, ·~s far as rega:~s the assh,tance wh~eh tycy hi):-J 1•w

1

1l wJn/ 
might be enaoled to afford to any of the -islands requmng a temporary ·rie10~:r-C4 -- oJ .... ·.wdJial 

ment A passage to Demerary and back to Barbadoes (the nearest island in w~int ·"'1''°1
1"hJ

1
~

111 
.·,,,., 

,.'
1tf p mmunication) of fourtee1:_1 ._da~s, being considered ,an ordinary one fur men o_f (li ' • 

1 

• 

,-war· heavy transports have been frequently known to be a month om the paspage. 
ibothdr objection to granting a great number"of troops at Demerary is the wapt 9f 

rrgarI·ack accommodation, which is not sufficient for more than 400 men. Having 
iist" returned from a tour of inspection to that colony, I am ena~led to I state, 
fr~tl} personal observation, that in corn;equence of the bad construction of the bar
racks the lower rooms are not inhabitable for European troops ; and that ' tlue 
officers quar ters are in a vei~y indifferent state, insomuch that I have direoted esti
rnate's and plans to be drawn up for erecting new o-fficers quarters, and additional 

_soldiers barracks. I have no doubt, however, 'that the same spirit which , has 
"induc.ed the inhabitants to propose to your Lordship the maintenance of an addi
tLonal . force, will induce them to find quarters for the troops, should they be sent. 
to them. 

In closing this letter, which, I regret-to say, does not mor.e fully and satisfacto
rily meet with your Lordship's wishes, I ~eg leave to assure your Lordship that 
I shoqld most cordially enter into the arrangement$, did I not conceive that the 
security of the islands \\"Ould thereby · be greatly endangered-. 

That the public .spirit of the colony should be encouraged, and t4e attainment of 
their object held out as an inducement to the other colonies and · islands to come 
forwafd ·in a -similar manner,. must be ,readily admitted ; .. and~ migl1t b~ effected 

_ could one more regiment be allotted to the Command, making a. total of 4,500 
'-- m1ri; 'tut, 1~ with · the present · fotcei I conoeive j ymilr ·- Lordship will c<_>incide in 
~ opinion with n1e; that it would l)e dangetous to nuike the experiment. 

·I .have the honour to be, &c~ (Signed) · . 
' . 1?: % ~ ;A • ' • • 

,··1~ tfue Earl Bathurst, K. G. 
&c. &c. &c . . 

• I .A 

. 'j 

COMBERMERE. 

~., L : . 

w 11 '. 
b,.,..• t _: 

~ J~l•J!A' J .1., , • 

., '· .> ., x, . .. J fr.!! , • .J 
1) • '!'._i. ;Jfjj u;, 
l,.,.,A (~e1ud 
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(Enclosure 1 .) 

' . , : 1· 0 ~ q,. • . . : : " ; ~ead .'~1!8:rte.rs/ Bairbatl oes, ~t~ April, 1 8 I g. 
Enclosur~ 1, DISTRIBUTIONAL Retui'n:of · Tr~ops in ._,ifie Windward and Lee-i1ar~d Island. 

in Lord Comber• ; 1 • Gomm~nd, ~he~eby. th~ Garrison of Demerary may b~ augment~d. to:- ~Qo • 
mere's, to the Earl ', !'(

0 
R~nk and _..File.:~ = . . r- _ , • , ~I . _ - ., 

0 

-: _ • • __ , t , ~ ..::~ - -__ • l 
Bathurst, lQ April, ~ "lC) . 

18 l 9. • L~J~ , . 
1 tt21mtea :., o, C s TA.TIO N': ; -' i-;3 ,. Nu1nbe~of'·. Number or1- . Total in the 

v '.) bi.' VI dqf..,_.f{ 1"' .. '3'~- · · , rt• • . ·ComµanJes. · . -Men.-- . _ St«i:tion. 

Y, :auaut-... }e,. -~- '. ,. ,.,, ' ~ --
~ :. / . J~d°1leg~ .; ..... -
~~~~:f~ry ___ "X4(b p.o- , '.• - • , ~ , · 

Bi 11)·1'·-J t _'"':··no· 
. ,. ' ~ ') ~ ,~, ~ ~ : 7 -· • 

10 600 
f ':· 240 • ~,. • I 

~ .840 
3 180 

. 180 

Tr~n~~~g J3f ;v • i R." ·, , : 1 60-· 
-5 400 

460 
2 l~O 
1 60 

180 N. B .. T-be regime 

••• - & 

-5 300 calculated at'. 600 tan 
300 in~_~e~d •of &so ·thi'eif a 

2 120 tablishment- ,: ,make th 
~ 120 3,600, -in~t,e,.ad or _, 3,9~ 

240 established for<;e ; th 
180 St . ~, ,.uL ~o 

Ai1Hg81f ,- . ·rt .. t· 0 · ' 1 . • . . . 

3 tional 4oc5,, men'. ate t 

. : ) . 180 of the 3d Wtst India regim:en4 r.s 
temporatj · · · 

·f' e o :· 
5 300 

, I I 

• r I r, -

Dommic ., --·- · 

- 3~0 
''l 120. 

:teum li .. .. •~•. · ~.st) \:,~ J. ,..ij.. • ~ ,_. -- ~#~- . -- _, 
St. Christop~er, 5th Regt 

Neyi~ , t:'~ T • 1,- "'· D0 

l: .60 
....__'--.,..__.~ 180 \; .. oshb 1fo!J 

. " ' . 
Montserrat -_ 1St W. I. R. 

Barbadoes {ust Regt • ts! W~ I. R. "--- ... ~ ,:._., 

~ . . . 

2 l'lO 

1 -60 

l 60 

10 600 

_5 ___ --- 39Q ---
·r ,, ' · , ·.' 'r •· · · · 

11 ·6 NEltU,.~TOTA1L • . ... - · · .. ,-
v. ' "') ..... -

uo 

66 

60 

900 

4,ooQ , 

. Corps. 
Number of 

~- Earbacfoes .:: ,.. . r ,...,, .. - + 
' -

~1st Foot 
1st W. I. R. 

. Companie,.• · 

10 
- 8 

· Denl6tary ·an~ J3e1·~i~e '.~ · r .. - : 2d F<)t>t ~ ·. to 

:a· on 0VOV 
, ,:J &. 

· 1 t - ·· ·~ · - r\_1 
·: • ~ 

. 'f~._:i~id~_._d-:_ .· _ ... :-:-~.- ~-. r. ; ~. 7~_ _-{ 4_. t~ ·__ . 2 _ . The ._. s,trel}g~h of ~~<'. . . 
.. 3d W. I. R. 5 ri&on. cannot be al prestQt . 

_ . ·:iobi.go ~ ""_ ~•-" ~ . -~, _ . · "": : •i .. _ :. 4, ~h . F_. oot, -. ~, curit~ely . asC'ertaineff, . as 
•,. _. · , •• :J . _ i • . , . , . - . ' , ~, tro6ps···· have I not- :yet· reac 
Oten~ia ,- r-.: . •• ,-~ .• ·_..· •• } · ' 4-th ~ - 6 theil 9estinatie~,,PJ1tthe,aver 
St. ·Vinc~~t . .. .. ,' ., , ' '"'. ' gth _7 111 - , 5., strenglh .per company ma 

- calculated at six·ty; rank 

St. ~ucia ~ 

·, Dominica 

Antigq _ 

· {" 9th - ~ file, with the exc~pt1on of t 
- i.st \f. I_. ~ .• . • ~f ~the- West .Iddia•·m r" 

f gtq _foot , wbkh are. apo_ut So,. · 

l - IS\ 'Y· I. 
51th Fq_ 
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N° 274 --Copy of a Let-ter. from E~11l }3,a\hurst to Sir Ralph Woodford, ·hart. 
Governor 01Triri1d1Jta•tfated_ J st -.l\ugust. -~8-:16 - _..,..,, 1 -- 4r. -. 

,.. tr - - \, ,l' I, .... , '-- \. • .. .. 

. . . Sir, ' J '•. ~ • : - : Downing-street, ... IB~_-Augus'tJ ' is 16. 
UNDER the· pressure of fina_ncial difficulty it becomes my dutj· ~to ~dall your .~ ·'N° 

2
n. i 

· attention to .the nec.essity~ of..hriµging-the -1~esoorc~~f.th<reol-ony under yom-guvern-=-L~tt~ fro~ Earl' 
ment in aid of the additional expenditure_ which .th~ po$session. qf .it,-.aq4 the con- Bathurst, to Sii 

. sequent charge of its protection, have brought\ up~n ~le colony ... r 11ave every Ralph We,Jdford, 
reason to believe that the inhabitants .of Trinidad view 1~with considera:bl-e--sEttisfac.--1st Augu5t 1816· 

tion their permanent u1;1ion with Great Britain; and I have, thergfore, t~he le~§ 
difficulty in stati~g to you a proposition, which I have been commanded to make to 
you, in common. with the Governors of all the other Briti~h West Indi_a coJonjys_,. , 
of providing, out of the revenues nf the colony, for the maintenance. 6f the forc.e 
which you may consider requisite for its protection and se·curity. . - - ~ ,.; ~· 

It will not fail to occur to you that the island of' Jamaica, one·· of the olaest 
~ritish possessions, has for many years pas_t exonerated the motheri.c.qm;1try from 
the charge of maintaining ·its garrison; and the _colony has felt the ielfe.qt of -this 
liberality hy permanently securing for die defence of Jamaica a fore€ far more 
considerable than the unassisted mean~ of Great Britain ~ould 1lave defrayed~ I 
have only further to observe, that without so_~e such pecuniary assistance QU the part 
of the several -WT est India colonies as that wl:iich I am tommand-<?d t0 r~commend, 
it will be altogether out of the power of His Majesty's Government to .avoid a stiJl 
further reduction of the force assigned for the defence of the ·west Indies; and 
although they_ feel that such a reduction cannot take place without some in.conv~~ 
nience, yet the necessities of the country, at the dose of a long war, so imperiously 
require relief, that if not afforded froµi the resources of the colonies the_ms~lv~.,, -
it must at any rate be secured by the reduction of the charge to -be required for 
their defence. · • ·; l.J • \ r rlq((I e.mi~ nlG 

I have, &c. (_Signed·-· ) : ... ,~~(\~ 
1

T. Ji'U=~ .. --.~m,
1

•
9
· .,;_ -To Governor Sir Ralph 'Woodford, hart. . . p .c: J. 

1

_

1 

_1·, 1.u 

&c. &c. &c. 
Trinidad. I ;\.,, 

N° 28.-Copy of a · letter from G~v~tnor ~ir ~alph \V qodf9rµi ) Jp,rt. ' to 
the Earl Bathurst, dated Ttmtdad, 5th October 1 816. ' 

_My Lord, Trinidad; 5th October 1816. 
I HA VE been honoured with your Lordship's despatch, in which your Lordship N° 2 g. 

acquaints me of the necassity that exists of calling upon the colonies to ptovide~foq Letter from Gov. · 
the expense of their protection and defence; and having taken the ·advice of His Sir .nalffell°~<\(1•1~
Majesty's Council upon this important subject, ~ have now the bo.n_b~r to report , Bfordth~~ Jt~~~-

1
~
0
· ~~- ~~ 

h . 1 . f t-. • d 1· b . d . . - - a u ts£, !v~ ""L• ~,, 
t e una~11mous r~su t? t.,_1eir e 1 erat1ons an my o~n. ~ • 181J~i·c 1A . ,r J.;-n.•rl.J-:ci 
· I believe the mhab1t&nts to be. very generally sensible of the powerful protectwn ,,t,i 1 

which th.ey have derived. from their permanent union with Great--gritairr;- and--
although it is with feelings of rea'l satisfaction that I acknowledge the very ready 
and cheerful manner with which the inhauitants of all .classes have cdine forwar·d 
to pay th.e taxes that have been imposed upon the~ within the last- two years, 
as being necessary to enable the colony to pay with regularity the salaries of its pup-
lie officers and the current expenses, and to provide by degrees some of tho~:e pltblic 
edifices which are necessary in all countries, nevertheless the Couf!cil q9 m>t~_tbink 
they admit of augmentation ; and that in case His Royal Highness the· P1foce Regent 
should be pleased to issue an or_der in council requiring the expenses of the mjlitaty 
·establishment in this isla~d to be defrayed from its r.ey~nues, the only legal ,mQ~e 
in which such a m-easme could be effected, the . Co':iric~l feel persuaded that .~ucn , 
a deman~ could only be met by 1 an entire appropriation·' of the present revenue to -
tht1t object, a11d a saci-ificc of every other to which they have been declare·a :to 'be 
exclusively applicable. ·. ' . . . i, • • 

The inahi1ity of the inhabitants to bear any increase ·of taxation, at1d the insuf-
ficiency of the pres@nt tt> admit of such appropriation, as ·your Lordship has called 
our attention to, is 'Yet more convincing, ,vhen we look to the deficiency that has 
already taken place in the import duties during the •pr-elsent year, as well as in the 
aniount of the crop, affected, as th latter has been, by a continued series of bad 
weather, and Ly the daily and ind asing d>fficulties . of obtaining thules. and o-ther 
. 4 85. I cattle 
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eat~~ J1~0~ Jh,.li · !pil:ni~h H_la1fi, t s© '.tnlfis penSWl)lmfur th~2m4nuiiat:ttt.~ o ,tlJe -~ ,of 
"t{iis •·btony. J The Gol1fle r 'also · ~n1ur~f:1K}-tixpressiJ:helf ~pe ~ahtne m ·~~S~}: · ,your 11qrd~lfit~tts tio~v recqqfrneHoeel fo '1'hem-·wi>'ttld lii<Jit pe "SID 1.tnm~d~t,lJ EJpijUe~§i~.to 
--·~ c9i911:y~r'Yb(?'SB fax~~s.F~ ~u as"'" expooditure. ' r~ ~Fais·ecL an ,appJje1 3:poorNng,:tO 
the will of . .the Sover~gri~ ~- tq, ~ni.e, ,vher~,, as n1 be dtse~of J-a11u1J~a, tµps.,e .-~111 .. 

port8:nt __ pl~!-vileges are enjoyfa . by 'the peopJe.· . . . . '" . , N r_;w'_"' . 

· ~ B_rtre antient senF~n1en,r of ·t1~at 1sl,aind, ~ a»d-tbe ·oapjitad it · l1as acquirea., ,3:t1~ the 
d prdijeTity iYha's seeB, rriust a·ffoi:d 1,esourqes ,vhich ~ -e not to be.Jound. -i~,\h . t9i·\1 ly 

,, . _ sc_atter~d .. p9pulation of this _c~·1ony, which i~. g!~-e~t vnea.su_re may-:h~_ve 4eeQc{i ,, tYled 
/ ·~/ h~-- · l?~?~~~ssive 3:n_ci _unass1st~d, labour ofi~di:v'ldual-s-ruined ·by_ th..e x~~·ol-ufi, ns of 
- other cdfomes, ; anthn times of -unexampled ·.dis.tress ~o .W~est India. PJan.ter . a ~- , . 

_ Tl1e C.ouncil agreed that the present garrison, compe>sed of a ·bh1ck: . .i:egi~9t'. of 
-J~,ooo ~en, ·ind of ·500 men of the York ·Rangers, the objeetionabie. qolJ.l,l?~~sition 
,1 ~f\~~i~n reg~-r~1~nt i_s well · known, and _whose _unite~ nurn?ers _greatli '.!ep;mJ--½eep 
1 

_. ... tlP, tff e excessive pnces of the necessanes of hfe, m1ght w1th g1J!at, rs,afety JW.mJ~ of 
'~ -i1ectu-ctiori; ~ and that an exchange of such troops for a British tigqt h1f.ant~~ regi :r;ient 
·-: ~.of 700 men~ -and ·50 or 1 oo cavalry, would be very beneficial tn every point_ of y,i~w, 
~ Jprovided that it were a corps _of unexceptionable character. · . - r • • 

_ ·· !fl\e' eouncil, ! however-, while dcliberat-ing upon this subject, took o~e9.~ioi:i to ✓ 
,I r e

1xpress their u:nari'i'rri·ous aHd earnest wish that some naval vrotection, 4ac;!~rrted to 
the speHes of hbstility -i·ith whicfi the shores of this island and the, tiav!g_~ igp of 
the Gulph are hourly threatened and interrupted, might .form the" leading featlires in'. 
any future measure of defence. They also feel so :strongly impressed with the 
t)'l~t if,e)<t adv.autages that the colony would derive in a military, naval and c~m .. 
merc~i-al point of view, from the employment of a steam-vessel, of moderate 
dimensions, aDd on the plan so lately and generally adopted in the rivers of Europe 
and North- America, that they solie.ited your Lordship's particular afld favourable 
consideration of the subject. · 

S_uch a vesse], acting under the immediate orders of the Government, would, b' 
cases .of sudden alarm, with certainty and rapidity, convey troops to any part. of tpe 
Gulph, and being independent of all the obstructions tliat occur in the naval service, 
,,,hether arising from calms, curre11ts, or from shoals, would be capable of pursuing 
the light flecheras of the opposite coast, and by its never-failing impulse to act _as 
-convoy, or to hasten the progress of heavy-sailing vessels. 

The advanta.ges of such -an establishment would be immediately felt in the 
facility, certainty, and abundance of the supply of cattle from the Spanish Main, 
whence, at present, and during the previous war of the independents and royalists, 
such supplies are not only precarious, but can only be obtained at the greatest risk 
,0f the lives .0f the adventu-rers. · · · 

To ensure -supplies of such vital im,por,tance the Council have recommended that
an ,application should be made to . Rear Admiral Harvey to allow a vessel to , 
protect launches bringing mules and · cattle; and I venture to bespeak your-Lord
ship's favourable interference with the Board of Admiralty in procuring for the 
.colony this assistance, -so .essential, and, I will add, so indispensable to its ·existence 
and cultivation. 

, __ The Council were of opinion, that the ·colonial revenue might be charged with the
first cost of_ the v~ssel I have pointed out, and the . expense of keeping her in order 
and wotking her, and the salary of the engineer, but considered that His Majesty's 
.Government would probably be disposed to pay the expense of victualling and man
.ning her; as a detachment of twenty-five or thirty men from the squadron for . this 
v~ssel would su,persede the necessity of.a man of war in the Gulph. . 

It is imagined, that one long trav.ersing eighteen-pounder, with ,small cannonades;·._ 
.1.:'1:ould ,be sufficient to arm such a vessel as I have described.. , 

Such is the Niew w,hich His l\fajesty's Council have _taken of this important'· 
· ,,question cqnveyed in y.our Lordship.,s des.patGh, and in which I beg leave· to exprnss 

my entire ,concurrence-; at the same time I must a:dd, that I consider the improve- -
~1~_nt of the militia, in_ case .of , the rnduc,~ion ?f the troops, to be r:nOTe necessary 
than ever; and upon this bnn1ch of the subJect 1t was also suagested m the Council 
.tliat · .. the co_Jonial . ar~illery should be tat1gb.t the service ol'the horse .artillery, ~ 
..species of force part1cnlarly adapted for the fine roads of this island. · 

, In fixing the garrison .at 700 men, the Council considered that 500 effective men , 
~ _ight be ens~r~d .; bu.t -if tli~ affa_irs of. the ~panish Main should-assume any indica.. I 
i !on of of!e.~,s1ve warfare, -or,1f H1s Majesty s Government be Hot prepared to afford · 1 

i h.e description of.._troops non:: suggested., they think the garrison cannot he diminished . 
beyond 
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•~ ~1\cl· .,ne11 hrollf c:twemp~sedt umm~ -r0~a~~c~e tq~oim, ,~n4{ ~O&)-f ot. <tYPi5~j 13~re 
~t~t1o·~ed :a't Fort .Oeo~€ ·fa .. pos.bsoq1~ ~alGtt·lJ,\'Bd ~foPI~~~y~ .. am hol~rlg~~n§¾~ an 
mv~dmg arid stknessfoi f0rccq JWiltd tibe.t m- t~eoiett®e~:nR\H!J9r~~cPfCJRRBe~ tt ~~uld 
btfimpruo~nt tb' ~dtniij an~ proportio~~1i -iW.a;c14:~_ OJp. fj.J! 1,•w.:.W~~}J;9%>~~;}~hqrf9~~ .not 
/b'e (trusfed -rn small detatbmemta, or rn "'1pe•1-f or,m1p~ t@~ q~~~P· o,g tne

1 
guarps ;of the 

to~'n, whi~h is the ~ase _with all the regim,ept~·0~,r®g,~~ v-·.'-3 :i .._ ~•:_,1 L ,· •• : • n.r_' -,·-
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state? for t_b1e1r1 Jii@rdsh1ps ~i,_nfprQ;1atlit9I\11IDN· op-1~p~1J:~~ti fte",9.~f..r!~on 
· c0mpames m1ght!be unmecl1aitely .1:.educed~ F.1 _.r , ,,_ :.. , ,j- ,c-
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H the garris@n is composerl·.ih ~hie manner! h~v~ had itJJe bon_G~r·to_ sqggest.,Jshou.I.d 
,pro~~se►that' 300 n1en be ·stationed: in the -barrack$,:at 0-i~~nge -.Gro:ve;,~Q~~~·;- ~q~t:1 of 

'.Spam1
,; · 200.at St. Josephs, and H>tt>, o.r as rna~y, ay•Napanma. ·~-- J :· _. ··r 

'That .the 24 artillery men, who ·must .of :,courae remc;\in~; s~oul<d take ;Fort.,tj,eorge 
' immediately u·nder their charge, from whence sorme of the barra~k9 may, .be remo,.ved 
to 01·ange ' ~r.OV.€, where the officers are lodged ,jn .a manner . whicp .,p~poss1 J~eir 

< ~r1ealth fo ser10us danger, -out of the present b31rracks at St. Jose.phs,,~Yhlcpl e~uH&~ to 
be moved out of the ,draught of a ra:vine, and to be repairnd .; enouglj qf ~ ~tepals 
:might be, in all probability found .fo repair them, and to assist in, t11Ap~ rap,\r ~ ?ft )eh 

) would be to be erected at N a1parima, where ~appia bui-ldit1gs ~vouldJPrnf~be · ,t. 
<. ) F.or the importance of the p>ost, I ·beg to ·refer to my d~spatGh, N;I'.:J1J~2 ~n ~hes-e 
t. ,, ,~pairs, generally, might be done by the colony with the assists1Il{;e ri0f ~ -5ti\?-~~i ::v~ 
Hi <:!J fl'j • ' -

~di rlJiw b r::P' r I l1a;ve the honour to. be, m_y ~ord, &c .. _(~ignec!l} ·I ~loD sd~--
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