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COPY OF AN ACT PASS.ED IN 1817 BY TtIE LEGISL/\TlJ.R.J;: 
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For Restricting the ExportatioQ of Slaves from that Island. 

Downing-street, ). 
30th May 1821. J HENRY GOULBURN. 

Antigua. 

A N ACT for Restricting the Exportation _of Slav.es from t~e Island 
of Antigua. 

WHEREAS various considerations at present conspire to dictate the expedieney 
of restricting the existing privilege of exporting Slaves frorp the said island, 

MAY it therefore please Y ol.hl' Most Excellent MAJESTY, That it may be Ena!!ted, 
and be it Enacted by Your M ajesty's Commander-in-Chief, in ahd over your islands 
of Antigua, Montserrat and Barbuda, and Your Majesty's Council and Assembly 
of this your Island of Antigua; and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the 
Authority of the same, THAT from and after the passing of this Act it shall not be 
lawful to ,export, transport, carry, convey, or send any slave or slaves ( except in such 
special cases as are hereinafter excepted) from the said island of Antigua, to any 
island, settlement, colony, plantation, territory or place whatsoever, any law or 
usage to the conti;ary notwithstanding; and if any slave ;qr slaves shall from and 
after the passing of this Act be so unlawfully exported, transported, carried, cone, . 
veyed or sent, or shall be embarked, put on board, or tral)shipped, at or from the said 
island, with intent to be so unlawfully exported, transported, carried, conveyed or sent, 
every and all such slave or slaves shall be forfei,ted to Bis Majesty; and every ship 
or vessel in which the same shall be so exported, transported, carried, conveyed, 
sent, embarked, put on board, or transhipped, together with all her boats, guns~ 
tackle, apparel and furniture, shall also be forfeited, and shall and may be seized .and 
prosecuted as i~ hereinafter mentioned and provided: Provided always, that nothing 
herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent any slave or slav,es 
who shall be really and truly a domestic servant, ordomestic servants, from attending 
his her or their owner or employer, or owners or ~r:ppl.oyers, or any part of his her or 
their family or families, by sea, to any place whatsoever, or to prev~nt any slave or 
slaves from being employed in navigation upon the seas. But if any domestic slave .or 
slaves, or any.slave OF slaves employed in nav.igation, shall be so embarked, carried, 
or employed in any ship or vessel sailing from any port or place in the said island, on 
a voyage to any island, settlement, ~olony, plant.ation, _territory or place whatsoever 
the name and description, or names and descriptions, of ever-y and all such slave o.r 
slaves shall be inserted in or indorsed upon the clearance or outward permit of such 
ship or vess~l, by or in the presence of the naval officer of the said island, or his 
lawful deputy; and the owner or employer, or owners or employ€rs, of ev.ery and all 
such domestic slave or slaves, or the master or other person having charge of the 
ship or vessel on board which any slave or slaves shall be so employed in navigatjon, 
shall, previously to such insertion or indorsement being made as aforesaid, ·decla,re 
upon oath before the .said naval officer, or his lawful deputy, that the said slave or 
slaves is or are really and . truly embarked in d1e said ship or vessel a~ and _for . a 
domestic servant, or domestic servants, or as and for a mariner or mariners ( as . .the 
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~a;se-~~ ll~j, ~11~ ~dt·~for.x~lie .purf,ds·e.· ei ~ei_!}g tSold, Qr disposed :0£1 e~sew ~ · :al] 
tlie said: mcval~ e~, ~ His lawful,d~ptity, ,shalt -~hereupon: «le~fy. na : . ms fhmttJ 
tmttlth sl t e: <\slaw .s ~o eJl)barked .were reper•ted and"oescrirbed o.m o tfi t 4iinrtars ,, 
a~omesti.o~er:.vant, ordomestic1 etvants, or as a mariner, ~i""nrarinevs., as therfUISmina, 
be, (oo~ fo @v:ery u~'.Cta:f.ti~atethe sai~ naval' officer, .or his la~uldepN, y ~hall be 
enti,g.1,l f'~ -teceive , the sum @ft ,wo shillings and three-penc~ -and~ 110 m0r.e; @liml ~f 
any·sta: e_ ~ r slaves shatl '.be found on board. of'any such_ ship or v.·esse funmmf-<,n ·a:ny 
sttch."v-0yage ~~fores~d, whose name ancMescription, or .names ancl descriptions, :s,haili1 
not :0e inser'tecl iH,otifi~g,rese<d upon the cle<].rance or permit, a,nd cer.tified:asLaf(!>nEisaid, ,, 
0 1 Who slfall be tlnttuly :.or fr.aud'ulently therein or thereupon described, with intent to -
~ olat<f or el~d.e the;.prohihitiom 'in this ~et contained, every and all such slave on ~lacresi: 
shall be forfeited, and shall and may be -seized and proseeuted as is hereinafter· men-· 
ti.oned anli provided; a~1d tlJ.0 master or other person having the charge of-such ship or 
v.ess~J -in ~hicht· the sa,trie shall he ·so embatked without such certificate as rufore:sard 
~fild;•t lile-owner, empioyet 0r other person by whom or by whose proaurerne_!lt m:ll ;;, 
slav.e. "Or : slave_s -shall be so ~m 1!.ruly and fraud-ulently described with-Sl!lCh ~mtetrt ~s 
afore~aid, -shall res-pectively f~tfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds ot cur~i 
ren g6M and-silver money of the .said bland, for every such slave or sfa\Tre&, ti · be 
r~o0vered ~ncl,~ appJied ·as is hereinafter mentioned and expTessed; providtnl als~ 
that no1hing h@rein contained shall extend or b~ construed to extend to slaves navi-­
gating in droughers, or plying as boatmen, watermen or fishermen al ~rrg the ooastsJ 
at shores_ of f~-e said island, or to mechanics going to the island of Barbuda foo~ the 
pt!rpgse o 'aiding and assisting vessels wrecked there, or otherwise is dist1r.es_s_,; c£or: 
tti~ fi.:fturn rof which last-mentioned persons within the . period of three -m0nths .secw 
rity by bond shall be given to the naval officer in twice their estimatoo ,. a ue ;£ 
p1~vided aJs0, that n0thing herein contained shall be con·strued or takoo .t@ fplfe.Yent 
an 5}a,.ve-:!irl •-~ttl!ves;from being put on board any ship or vessei {ny _the 6 _,de ofa 
.ms M aj esty's c-0mmander in chief, either by sea or land,) ·for thw pur,:,os.e of ·being""' 
employed in His Majesty's military or naval service, alild frnm bei~by sttc omer~ 
so employed howsoever or wheresoever the said service may require, any -thing 
hereinbefore contained , to the contrary notwithstanding ; and ·provide<l also, that 
nothing herei1l contained shall be taken to prohibit the exportation of any slave or 
slaves who shall be proved on oath before ·any two or more 9f .Hip Majesty's j ustices 
of the peace of the said island to be of infamous character, an d shall lie certified 
so to be under the hands of the same justices; arid -any and ev.e-_ry such certificate 
to that effect, so given and subscribed, shall be a good and valid warrant and pro­
tection to the owner or owners, and master or other person having charge of any ship 
or vessel in which any slave or slaves of the above description shall he ~ em.barked 
for exportation as aforesaid. -

2 . And be it hereby enacted and ordained, that the certificate of the magistrates 
shall be produced to the naval officer, who is hereby required · ,to .. indorse on the 
clearance of the vessel in which the slaves are intended to be exported the names 
and descriptions of such slaves ; and that the said certiiicate shall afterwards be 
delivered over by the naval officer, and considered as one of th€ papers .. of said 
vessel for such voyage. • '.-

~ 3. And be it further enacted, that if any person shall wilfully forswear in taking 
any oath by this act a~thorized or required to be taken, or if any person shall unlaw­
fully procure or subdrn any person to forswear, in taking any ;oath by this act autho­
rized or required to be taken, every such person shall incur and suffer the like pains 
and penalties as are by law inflicted upon persons committing wilful and corrupt 
pe1jury, or subornation of perjury respectively. 

4. And be it further enacted, that the several penalties and forfeitures imposed 
and inflicted by this act, ( whether pecu!)i_a!y g~ specific) shall and may be sued for, 
prosecuted and recovered in His Majesty's Courf of Vice Admiralty in the said 
island ; and shall go and belong to such person and persons in such. shares c1:nd -­
proportions, and shall and may be sued for, and prosecuted, tried, recovered, distri­
buted and applied in such and the like manner, and by the same ways and means, 
and subject to the same rules and directions as any penalties or forfeitures incurred 
in the British colonies or plantations in America, by force of any Act of Parlia­
ment relating to the trade and revenues of the said British colonies or plan­
tations in America, now go and belong to, and may now be sued for, prosecuted 
tried, recovered, distributed and applied in the said colonies or plantations under 
and by virtue of a ce~tain Act of Parliament made in .the fourth year of His present 
Ma·cst intituled H An Act for grantin certain duties in the British colonies and 
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p\aiB.t~tion iu· ll\1iilce1~_a. a · wdt'imtil~~ ,JtjQenwq~J-tlllit QP'jkiQ:~ ~Dfi>~(QQil; .am a~t, 
pasSlBfl m tlu sixth , ~n ofo he,:eignro(·his.i~~e.,· Nlaj·e_~ty 3:(ing f~~e[tDh~i1 . ~,eon;d·;, 
(i:ntituleel,' ', ao !!i\.c · f0 til·e ~better[ seeli;ing-i, and :e-n~wt~gjn-g ·\h~at ad ~fU¼Ji:fM~~­
j .stiJ)' Sugau.~ol0mies ·a A1J11eric~J·Jor~ applyiug ,: tbe1p.r<t.duoe-~b~($µd~}A1~ti~. ~'ti."/~fi. 
the tlu~ies tie•,~ise; ~ -~irtne- oft• t~e said .Act, . tow~rd&-·~e{m,;y,i~g ,ttie1r~,~ij$~5r.9~ ge : 
fen<iiug, protetding allld"' sec1tt1ring. the said- Coloni~s and J?dan.ta~i©Jl~, -fo~ ~tct>lwd.ifl/g r:~n. 
Ac1rmade-i11.11_tfue twenty:..ilftfu , year 0£-the reign -of ~ing :.Ch~de$ : the-Se,._oond,, ~llt4t1.d,ecl 
afu Act<for the encmrnagement of the Gre€nlaind a,nd- &.s.tern·1tra~,~-anBf.o let@.~ better_· 
semlfin~ ,ihe, R1atitMion trade, , and foi ail tering and disaU~>.:wing,J,s:ev~r@l r~r.~wbacti Ql);, 

expo~ts from- t}Hs ,kingdom, and more effectually, p·r.e~emling ·, the.; -.ela1ttl:e~tio~,;c0Fl•~1• 
veyanee · 0£, goods . to· and foom the said colonies &nd .pl1uta"tii0n~,n~ln,Al; im·p,F_oy;ing tand~ 
se.uring the·-~trade between the same and GFeat Brit1in:',' ~ : ..... - i·· ._ i r >-,. ·,: .. ,'[ (,st· ,~ 

5 a\na be it fruthe-r enacted, that aH ships ,wvesseb,--aA.d slay~s,, that, s~q)J, ~ft may 
btrootne ,fovfeited for any offence cominitted _agq;jost this AG.t,, ~u1.U-~~nd-ma;y~ be,\' 
-seized ·b~ ~my officer of His Majesty's customs,Ji);~ by the ~ommand~r~ ~~l~';Qftiecirsr·o£ 
an,y of Wijs Majesty~s ships or vessels of war, whe \tN~1lking ano pr9~eQtd.i.f;}g_aay sue.11r. 
sei~ur s shall pave the benefit of all the · P:ovjsio~s' made by-the ,.Sa!i~ r-~9119.f. .th~~ 
fourtJn year · @f Mis p'resent Majesty, or any other · act of p~i:liarrt~lil~:for ~In ,...pv6-- , 
tectl0n · o.i offi~ers· seizing· and prosecuting for any offence again~t the s~<J:. act, ·@r.. any 
other act of paniliament relating to th€ trade and revenues of the-:British a.o},()_nfo~ · or 
pla»,tations in A.me-ri'€a. , _ : ,- ,- 1-· •·~ . t ~·, 

6. f>rovidectahvays, .and it is her.eby expressl1 declared, that thi+S A~t~~JlarH rt<>t;.,be~ 
in foroo .'or fuav1€ any effect or operation whatsoever until ap.provecl ~nd· g__onfirme~·by· 
llis Majest1, and &uch Gbpprobation and confirmation_ sl;;u;1iU have . b~e~ ~µly1nQ-tifieyd 
aJ}dqmbUslniect. . I . - ui<' bn ~ A (J ' .. ~ 

cd at Antfrguai, tbe ·. sixteenth 1day of May, in the year -of ,our-Loj~ @fil~:tb·0.µ;-, · 
sa:m:t ·~llt'huncilred ,aocl seventeen, and in the fifty-seventh yea-r. o~ -ih ~ r~ig~ .,,Qf~qJ1r.e 
S . igt 1..:o Gootge .the Third, by the grace 9f God of · tb~ tµnit~i \{illg<t"·tb Jifi. 
01 at B itairrnJld belaud; King, defender of the Faith. . .. ·vi ~iF r . siok ll'· 

Jn1if t'" J1. .1 • · , ••• • ,, i O')toJqm~ )~ 
J.arl:J toafo L~bivo1q b . · ( Signed) · Nicholas N;ugenJ,,1 .., .., ~sdm .-~~.ui 
10 • vsla c1s. to n ii~:wqx c (, • . • _Sp.ea~~i Jrl ~n~rHon 
?.~!)J;far,f ' r- ~ :; . • ' r '1.:i-. 8 orlw '--' ,1r"'f-, 

. a sea fue l\ssem · ly, the 17th day of April 181 i· I 1 
Q 
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J10!> • L (Sjgned) _ Natlt. Humphrys, i , .~d ~ (1 1 hi ., ~d-.oi 
. ~1q bus .trur "- 1.£ ., Cle~k of A,ssemlt>ly . . ,rdr.: 0 ~ ~::t~slts j d 

uia .. · \ . , , •, .,., I ·1ahwo, t11-H o:t ao-"1n,,'7.l 
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. By Command, · · ·· '-~· ,'fii 2$ nob.sJ1oqx- 1,t 
1 

·.:i J 11e1 . 1 • , , 1-~d 11 3d brxA 
, di no (Signed-) : , Sam. L. Bridges. . _. ( of btl3 t1bo·1.q 5:J Llnj; ~ 
8~ _ 1 • Depr Clerk of the Gouncd. · b~e~v c rb lo 9~0J)1_.,$f.i 

-d ' 1 . . ~" ~ 'Hr' '·o rmoiiqrwar~ ' 1w 1-~ 

fo _ . blis\·H~tlithi,s sixteenth day of May 18 l i ~. · .; .,01, v·c fJVIO hensv]!t i 

, ., . (Signe_d) 
m.n.BJ jl. • •• 

rsl } ~ , 
ocH t(Signe9) ! 
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John Roberts, · ,!' , ( t r'~u2 101 foe-.{,· ·11 

Depr Pro. Marshall. ·' -~ t'"" ~1 ~1u1 Ji :ld baA , ~· 
. , , •6 e~ab yd rl:tso ·~ · ~ 

Thomas Norbury Kerby, ·: _(~t .~ • .) , 1m~ .. 0 ~~·uJO'XQ ylJ. -,~ 
· · · - : ~ ·:; j(.. u .... b91iup9110 h~ :-rrz 
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~- ·m=:,u e~W1 ~ 1 ot 10 Bf:1 ..,hwsq ~· fl.~ E; (LX-:,~: ·,, ... ·i.~ fill asi rr1 $0'.U3a erl.t o;jj~J9Ldue. , r · 
:· d .sq 1o : ~/~ l as )o o~ o, ~ p .) .t .f :~ •· n.,? .oitr-J:tneftr 10 29foofo:> rfaiJhff .:: rl1 :.,i . 
.i.,~dq ·:. ·,9mol~~1 rlaun8 hi·€ 3d, o- a~n 1~ ~rn · bus :30£1l tult o! gai.. fo1· :~1 mr 
,., u~eao·rq ,· o1 fo1ue s? ··1rncx ,V./1 · · xm ,? ~~·cfod brm og wor 't.soh~mA ai er1~ L , 

)ijJlf.t'lJ !, 0 £ nB(q 1 ,3U foj fa.6,. ~d, U )Htqq,1 br.m b~iml\taib rtbs-..evo~~rJL L' 'r~ 

tm.J ·A·H o 1.e{)11 dtu ol 3,::fj n.: tl!ham _nt1:mniL10q~ ·1o hA i.s:tw- ~ to ~uJ-1iv · 1 :i ,. • 
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