COLONIES.

RETURN to an Address from The Honourable House of Commons, (o

His Majesty, dated the 15th February 1821 ;—for,

AN ACCOUNT OF THE COLONIES IN THE POSSESSION OF THE

UNITED KINGDODM,

In 1792, and of those in 1820 ; distinguishing each.

1792 : 1820 ;
Lower Canada. Lower Canada.
Upper Canada. Upper Canada.
Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia.
New Brunswick. New Brunswick.
Cape Breton. # Cape Breton.
Prince Edward Island. Prince Edward Island.
Newfoundland. Newfoundland.
Bermudas. Bermudas.
Jamaica. Jamaica.
Barbadoes. Barbadoes.
St. Vincent. St. Vincent.
Grenada. Grenada,
Antigua, Antigua,
St. Christopher. St. Christopher.
Tortola. Tortola. i
Montserrat. Montserrat.
Nevis. Nevis.
Bahamas. Bahamas.
Dominica. Dominica.
* Honduras. + Honduras.
Gibraltar. Gibraltar,
New South Wales. ! New South Wales.
Trinidad.
Tobago.

St. Lucia.

Demerara.

Essequibo, since united to Demerara.
Berbice.

Malta.

Ceylon.

Mauritius.

Cape of Good Hope.

Sierra Leone.

Van Dieman’s Land.
% Since united to Nova Scotia

+ Honduras is a territorial possession of Spain, but is occupied by British Settlers under
the Treaty of 1783, and Convention of 1786.

Colonial Department, |
21 February 1821. J HENRY GOULBURN. |
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BAHAMA ISLANDS.

No. 1.

Ax ACT to prohibit the felling, purchafing, hiring or employing of cer-
tain Foreign Slaves, except as is therein excepted ; for authorizing the
Provoft Marfhal to fell, confine and tranfport the fame ; and for other
purpofes therein mentioned. [23d December 179 5]

HEREAS it is neceffary, for the fafety and tranquillity of thefe lflands, that
all communication between the flaves thereof, and certain flaves and people
of colour who have been lately, or may be hereafter brought to or fhall arrive or
be found in thefe Iflands, fhould as much as poffible be prevented : May it pleafe
Your Majefty that it may be enaéted ; and be it enacted by his Excellency the right
honourable John earl of Dunmore, Your Majefty’s Lieutenant and Governor General,
the Council and Affembly of Your Majefty’s Bahama Iflands, and it is hereby
enaed and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after the expiration
of fix months next after the publication of this A&, it fhall not be lawful for any
perfon or perfons whatever to fell, purchafe, hire or employ any flave or {laves,
which to his, her or their knowledge did, or now do, belong to any fubject of the
French government, or to any perfon or perfons refiding within any of the territories
colonies or dominions thereof, and which flave or flaves has or have been imported
or brought into thefc Iflands fince the twelfth day of February one thoufand feven
hundred and ninety-three, or which {hall or may be hereafter brought, or fhall
arrive or be found within thefe Iflands, from the lfland of Saint Domingo, or any
French colony whatfoever; andthat any perfonor perfonsfelling, purchafing, hiring or
employing any fuch {lave or {laves, contrary to the true intent and meaningof this A&,
fhall forfert the fum of one hundred and fifty pounds for each flave fo fold, purchafed,
hired or employed, to be recovered as is hereinafter directed : Provided neverthelefs,
that nothing herein contained fhall extend to prevent the felling, purchafing, hiring
or employing, in the lflands ,of New Providence, Harbour 1fland, and Eleuthera,
their dependencies, and Watling’s Ifland, any French negroes or flaves already
imported or brought into thefe 1flands.

»d. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
the expiration of fix months next after the publication of this A&, it fhall not be
lawful for any perfon or perfons to hire or employ any fuch negro or other French
flave or flaves as hath or have been brought into thefe Ilands fince the twelfth day
of Tebruary one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-three, or fuch as may hereafter
be brought intothe fame on boardof any droging, wreeking;or other veficl belonging
to any inhabitant or inhabitants of thefe Iflands, and employed in the trade of the
fame, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds for every fuch negro or

other French {lave {o hired or employed : Provided always, that nothing in this A&
(18.) B contained
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contained fhall be conftrued or underftood to prevent the employing of any of the faid
negroes, now adtually belonging to any inhabitant of the Ifland of New Providence,
Harbour Ifland and Eleuthera, in any veflel or veflels reforting to the coaft of
Florida, for the purpofe of turtling, fithing, or wreeking.

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any fuch
French negro or other flave fhall be found at large in any of thefe lflands, except
(as is hereinbefore excepted) in the Iflands of New Providence, Harbour Ifland and
Eleuthera, their dependencies, and Watling’s Hland, all and every of His Majelty’s
fubjeéts are hereby required and empowered to apprehend fuch French negro or other
flave, and to carry him, her, or them before any juftice of the peace, he is hereby
required and empowered to affociate with any two other juftices, who together fhall
take the examination of fuch negro or other French {lave, and commit him or her
to the common gaol in the town of Naffau, and fhall tranfmit a copy of fuch
examination, and alfo a copy of his or her warrant of commitmenr, to the provoft
marfhal, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds ; and the provoft marfhal
is hereby empowered and required to receive into his cuftody and charge all and
every fuch French negro or other flave, and to fell him or her for tranfportation,
as foon after as opportunity fhall offer, and to advertize the fale and tranfportation
of fuch negro or other flave, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds for
every negleét ; and the monies arifing from any fuch fale, after deducting the ufual
commiflionsand charges, fhall be paid into the public treafury ; provided neverthelefs,
that if any owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves, fhall appear and make good his,
her, or their claim to fuch flave or flaves, within {ix months next after {fuch fale, then
in fuch cafe, the monies arifing therefrom fhall be paid over to fuch owner or
owners, after deduing therefrom a further commiffion of fix pounds per centum.

4th. And whereas divers French fubjets, planters and other free inhabitants of
Saint Domingo, and having property there, are forced, by the tyranny and oppref-
fion of the perfons haying the government of that colony in their hands, or for other
reafons, are obliged to quit the faid colony, and to take their departure on board
neutral veflels, are frequently brought into the port of Naffau by thips of war and
private armed veflels having commiffions or letters of marque: And whereas the
flaves of fuch perfons, being French property, are liable to condemnation in the
court of vice admiralty of thefe Iflands ; be it therefore enated by the authority
aforefaid, That on the arrival of any fhip or veffel, which may hereafter be captured
by any fhip of war or other commifiioned veflel, and brought into the port of Naffau
for adjudication, and on board of which there fhall be any French {lave or flaves,
the prize mafter, or other perfon having the command or direéticn of fuch fhip or
veflel fhall, and he is hereby required and directed to make a written report, on
oath, to the receiver-general and treafurer of fuch flave or flaves, with fuch particulars
refpeting the fame as may have come to his knowledge ; and the faid receiver-
general and treafurer is hereby required to deliver, or caule to be delivered, as
Ipeedily as may be, to the provoft marfhal, an exaé copy of fuch report, and the
provoft marfhal fhall forthwith make a demand of fuch flave or flaves, in order that
they may be, without lofs of time, delivered to him or his deputy; and on fuch
delivery heis directed and required to commit the faid flave or flaves to the com-
mon gaol, there to remain, at the expence of the captors, until difpofed of according
to the true intentand meaning of this ac.

sth. And be it further ena&ted, That in cafe any prize-mafter, or other perfon
whom it may concern, fhall negle or delay to make the report required of him
within twelve hours after his arrival in the port of Naflau, or thall negleé or refufe
to deliver any flave or flaves demanded as aforefaid to the faid provoft marfhal or
his deputy, he fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds for fuch neglet,
refufal, or delay.

6th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe of con.
demnation in the court of vice-admiralty of any fuch flave or flaves as lawful prize,
the fame fhall be fold for tranfportation only for the benefit of the captors; and in
cafe of acquittal of fuch flave or flaves, the claimant or claimants of the fame fhall
tranfport {uch flave or flaves from thefe Hlands within the fpace of one month from

fuch




(%)

fuch fentence of acquittal : Provided neverthelefs, that in cafe either of condemnation
or acquittal in the faid court of vice-admiralty it fhall and may be lawful for the
provoft marfhal to detain and fecure in gaol all fuch {laves fo condemned or
acquitted, until they fhall be tranfported as is hereinbefore dire&ted.

7¢h. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe the pro-
prietor or proprietors fhall not tranfport his, her, or their faid flave or flaves, within
the term of three months from their acquittal as aforefuid, that then itfhall and may
be Tawful for the provoft marfhal or his deputy, to fell and tranfport him, her, or
them, in manner as is hereinbefore direfted; and each and every proprietor of
any {lave or flaves who fhall wilfully delay or neglec to tranfport the fame, as herein
direfted and required, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred and fifty
pounds for every flave not tranfported in conformity to this act; and the monies
arifing from the fale of any fuch flave or flaves thall, after deduéting a commiffion
of five pounds per centom and all expences, be paid by the faid marfhal inte the
public treafury.

8th. And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon
poffeffed of French {laves who have been brought into thefe Iflands fince the
twelfth day of February one thoufand feven hundred and ninety three, thall, within
three months next after the publication of this A¢t, and for which notice for that
purpofe fhall be given in the Bahama Gazette, deliver in an account, on oath, of
the number and quantity of all fuch flaves to the receiver general, under the penalty
of cne bundred and fifty pounds for every fuch flave fo unaccounted for.

oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it thall and may
be lawful for any juftice of the Peace, conltable or other peace officer, at any time
after the expiration of two months from and after the publication of this act, to take
up and arreft, and to commit to the common gaol, any free negro, mulatto, or other
perfon of colour, being French, brought into thefe iflands fince the faid twelfth day
of February one thoufand feven hundred and ninety three, or which fhall hereafter
be brought into thefe iflands, and who fhall be found at large in the ifland of New
Providence, or any other ifland within this goyernment ; and the provoft marfhal
or keeper of the gaol is hereby diretted and required to receive fuch free negro,
mulatio or other perfon of colour, and him or her to detain and keep in the common
gaol aforefaid, until he or fhe thall caufe himfelf or herfelf to be tranfported

at his or her own expence.

10th. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That all fines, for-
feitures and penalties under this a&, fhall be fued for in the name of the King, or
of the receiver general and treafurer, in the general court of thefe Iflands ; and on
judgment againft the defendant, full cofts of fuit fhall be allowed and paid ; and
that the monies fo recovered fhall be applied, as may be direted by any aét to be
pafled in this prefent feffion, or in any future feflion of the general affembly, and

not otherwife.

11th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any ation or
{uit {hall be brought or commenced againft any perfon or perfons, for any matter or
thing done or to be done in purfuance of this att, the defendant or defendants may
plead the general iffue, and give this aft and the {pecial matter in evidence; and in
cafe of nenfuit or difcontinuance, or upon verdiét or demurrer, judgment fhall be
given againft the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants thall and may
recover treble cofts of fuit.

. 12th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That this a& fhall
continue and be in force from and after the publication thereof, for and during the
term of three years, and from thence to the end of the next feflion of the affembly,
and no longer.
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No. 2.

Ax ACT to confolidate and bring into one A&, the feveral laws relating to
Slaves, and for giving them further protection and fecurity ; for altering
the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences ; for fulpending
the feveral A&s and claufes of Aés therein mentioned, and for other

purpofes. [1796.]

WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws which have been enatted for the govern-
ment of flaves fhould be confolidated and brought into one act ; that fome further
provifions fhould be made for their protection ; and that the mode of trying flaves,
charged with capital offences, fhould be altered and regulated as nearly as local
circumftances will admit, according to the rules of the common law : May it there-
fore pleafe Your Majefty that it may be enacted ; and be it enafted by his Honor,
John Forbes efquire, Your Majefty’s Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in chief,
the Council and Affembly of Your Majefty’s Bahama llands; and it is hereby enaéted
and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after the paffing of this
a&, alland every the herein-after mentioned laws, and claufes and parts of laws, fo
far forth as the fame do relate to negroes or other flaves, be and the fame are hereby
fufpended for and during the continuance of this a&, any thing in the faid laws and
claufes of laws, or in any other law, to the contrary notwithftanding ; thatis to fay,
an a& pafled in the feventh year of Your Majelty’s reign, intituled An A& for
governing negroes, mulattos, and indians ; alfo one other A, pafled in the eighth
year of Your Majefty’s reign, intituled An A& for fulpending a claufe in an att
intituled An A for governing of negroes, mulattos, and indians, and for amending
the faid A&; alfo one other a&, paffed in the twentieth year of Your Majelty’s reign,
intituled An A& for fufpending parts of certain claufes, and amending other claufes
in an a&, intituled An a& for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians ; alfo one
other 2@, pafled in the year laft aforefaid, intituled An adt for governing negroes,
mulattos, mufties, and indians, and for fufpending feveral adts therein mentioned ;
alfo one other a&, paffed in the fame year laft aforefaid intituled An A& to amend
a claufe in an aé pafled in the feventh year of His prefent Majefty’s reign, intituled
An At for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians.

and. And whereas it is due to good policy, as well as to humanity and juftice,
that the condition of flaves fhould be rendered as comfortable as poflible, by fupply-
ing them with good, wholefome, and fufficient provifions, with proper clothing and
other neceflaries ; and it is expedient that the fame fhould be regulated by law ; be
it enacted, That the mafter, owner, or pofleflor of every plantation, pen, or other
lands whatfoever, within thefe Iflands, fhall provide and give to every flave above
the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck of unground indian or guinea
corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or feven quarts of rice, fifty-fix pounds of
potatoes, cocoes, or yams, per week ; over and above a {ufficient quantity of land,
as and for the proper ground of every fuch flave ; and one-half of the aforefaid
allowance to each child below the aforefaid age of ten years.

2d. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That no mafter, owner
or pofleflor of any flave, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney, G:Jardian’
truftee, executor, or otherwife, fhall difcard or turn away any [uch {lave, %y reafori
of fuch flave being rendered incapable of labour by ficknefs, age, or infirmity; but
every mafter, owner, or pofleflor fhall be and he is hereby obliged to keep ever
fuch fick, infirm, difabled, or fuperannuated {lave on his eftate o? premifes, and tz
find and provide fuch flave with wholefome neceffaries of life, and not to fuffer any
fuch flave to be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burthenfome to
others, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence; to be recovered in a
fummary manner before any two juftices of peace, who are hereby authorized and
required to caufe any mafter, owner, or pofleffor offending in the premifes, or his
her or their agent or attorney, and fuch other perfon as they fhall judge neceflary
to be fummoned before them, to enable them to judge of the juftice of any fucl':

charge,
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charge, and to determine whether fuch mafter, owner, or pofleflor ought toincur
the aforefaid penalty ; and in the meantime and until fuch trial can be had, the faid
juftices of the peace, on their view, or on the information of any white perfon on
oath, are hereby required to take up any fuch wandering fick, aged, or infirm flave,
and to lodge him or her in the neareft workhoufe or other place of fecurity, there to
be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the expence of fuch mafter, owner,
or poffeflor, until fuch trial as aforefaid can be had ; and if it fhall appear to the
faid jultices upon fuch trial that the party or parties complained of is or are guilty
of the offence alleged, and he, fhe or they fhall refufe to pay the [aid penalty, toge-
ther with the workhoufe fees and charges of conviction, the faid juftices are hereby
authorized and required to commit fuch offender or offenders to the next common
gaol, there to remain until he, fhe or they fhall pay the fame.

4th. And whereas by reafon of deaths or removals of proprietors of flaves, of tneir
being manumitted without any fuitable provifion being made for their maintenance,
and from other caufes, fome unhappy objeéts, rendered unable to labour by difeafe,
old age, or other means, have become burthenfome to the inhabitants ; for remedy
whereof, be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be
lawful for the veftries of the feveral parifhes and Iflands, once in every year, to lay
a tax upon the inhabitants, in the fame manner as the parochial taxes are ufually
laid, for the purpofe of raifing fuch fum as they fhall judge neceffary for the main-
tenance, clothing, medical care, and attendance of all fuch negro, mulatto, or
other flaves, or other unhappy objefts; and any two juftices of the peace are
hereby authorized and required, upon application being made to them, to order
all fuch objeéts as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to the workhoufe of
the parifh where (if a flave) the former owner or owners, proprietor or proprietors,
lived or refided, or (ifa perfon of colour made free) where the perfon or perfons
who manumitted or fet free fuch perfon of colour refided before his or her manu-
miffion, there to be lodged and taken care of; and the jultices of the peace and
veftries of the [everal llands and parifhes are hereby authorized and required
from time to time to make fuch humane regulations for the purpofes aforefaid
as to them fhall feem neceflary and expedient.

sth. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every mafter or
owner fhall provide and give to every flave, in his or her poffeflion, two fuits of
proper and fufficient clothing in the courfe of every year, under the penalty of fifty
pounds for each offence.

6th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That all mafters and
owners, or in their abfence their overleers, fhall, as much as in them lies, endeavour
to inftruct their {laves in the Chriftian religion, and fhall do their endeavours to
fit them for bapti{m ; and as foon as conveniently may be, fhall caufe to be baptized
all fuch flaves as they can make fenfible of a Deity, and of the Chriftian faith.

7th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That any mafter,
owner, or other perfon whatfoever, who fhall wilfully mutilate any flave, or caufe,
ermit, or fuffer any flave to be mutilated, with his or her privity or confent,
fhall be liable to be indi¢ted and profecuted in the general court for the fame; and
upon convi¢tion fhall be punifhed by fine, not exceeding one hundred pounds,
and imprifonment not exceeding twelve months, for every offence; and fuch
punifhment is declared to be without prejudice to any altion that could or might
be brought by the owner or proprietor for recovery of damages for or onaccount
of the fame; and in cafes where the owner of any {uch flave fhall be guilty of any
fuch offence, it fhall and may be lawful for the court, if it fhall feem neceffary
for the future protettion of fuch flave, to declare him or her to be free and dif-
charged from all manner of fervitude, to all intents and purpofes whatever ; and
in all fuch cafes it fhall and may be lawful for the court to order the fame to be
paid to the veftry of the parifth to which {fuch {lave belonged, to the ufe of the
faid parith; the veftry in confideration thereof paying to fuch flave fo made free
an annuity of ten pounds per annum during life; and in cale any flave or flaves
fhall fuffer any fuch mutilation as aforefaid, any juftice of the peace is hereby
authorized and required, on view of the fact, to fend fuch flave to the neareft
(18.) C workhoufe,
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BAHAMAS. workhoufe, there to be kept and carefully attended_ at the expenfe ef | the p_arffh‘,
; until fuch time as there can be a meeting of the juftices and veftry of fuch parifh,
which juftices and veftry are hereby created 2 council of protection for fuch flave,
and ate authorized and required to make full enquiry refpeéting the mutilation
of fuch flave, and, if to them it {hall appear proper, thall caufe the owner or owners
of fuch mutilated flave to be indited and profecuted, the expenfes of which profe-
cution fhall be paid by the parifh where fuch offence fhall be committed ; and in
cafe the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves fhall be able to pay the cofts and
: damages of fuch profecution, the churchwardens and veftry are hereby required
6 commence a fuit or fuits'againft fuch owner or owners, it which they fhall
recover all cofts and charges by them laid out and expended in fuch criminal
profecution and civil adtion ; and the keeper of the workhoufe: to which any fuch
{lave fhall have been committed is hereby required, upon due notice of the meeting
of [uch juftices and veftry, to produce fuch mutilated flave or flaves for their

infpection, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect.

Slaves not to be 8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall not be
mutilated forany  Jawful for any court of juftice to pafs any fentence whereby any flave fhall be
glence. direed to be mutilated or maimed, for any offence whatever.

Perfonskilling 2, gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perion
| flave to beadjudged {hall wilfully and with malice aforethought kill or caufe to be killed any negro
f::lit;;;gilugzd . ot other flave, every fuch perfon fhall be adjudged guilty of felony and murder,
| andmoden andto O3 fhall fufler death without benefit of clergy; provided alwaye, that no fuch
I benefit of clergy. convifion fhall extend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands or

tenements, goods or chattels ; any law, cuftom or ufage to the contrary notwith-

ftanding.
Perfons guiltyof toth. And be it further enaGed by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon
cruelty to flaves  fhall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruife, wound, imprifon, or keep in
to be indicted confinement without fufficient fupport, any flave or flaves, he, the or they fhall
therefore in the 2 S 3 L
general court. be fubject to be indited for the fame in the general court, and {hall fuffer fuch

punifhment by fine or imprifonment, or both, as the court fhall think proper to
inflict 5 and fuch punifhment is declared to be withont prejudice to any action that
may be brought for recoyery of damage, in cafe fuch flave fhall not be the property
of the offender.

Bonithment of (1th. And in order to reftrain arbitrary punifhments, be it further enacted by

flaves, the authority aforefaid, That no flave fhall on any account receive more than
twenty lafhes at any one time, or for any one offence, unlefs the owner or employer
of fuch flave, or fupervifor of the workhoule, or keeper of the gaol, fhall be pre-
fent; and that no fuch owner, employer, fupervifor or gaol keeper fhall on any
account punifh a flave with more than thirty-nine lafhes at one time and for one
offence, nor infli& or fuffer to be inflifted, any fecond punifhment on the fame
day, nor until the delinquent fhall have recovered from the effeéts of any former
punithment, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

Fees of the provot  12th. And whereas it is cuftomary for owners to commit their flaves to the
?;;’:ff:ii‘;‘i‘ngaﬁlﬂ_ common gaol for flight offences which are not punifhable under this at; be it
et g % therefore enated, That in all cafes where any owner or poffeflor of a flave fhall
tirivial offences,  fend him or her to gaol for any fuch trivial offence, the provoft marfhal or his
deputy, or gaoler, fhall forthwith take and receive fuch flave into cuftody, and
him or her {afely keep until releafed by the owner ; and fhall receive for his trou-
ble three fhillings, together with one thilling for every day fuch flave fhall have
remained in gaol, provided fuch flave fhall have been maintained by the provoft

marfhal.
gi"il‘g ﬂim" collars, . 1gth. And whereas a mifchievous pratlice hath prevailed in fome of the
el el colonies, of punifhing ill-difpofed flaves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their
owners, by fixing iron collars with projecting bars or hooks, round their necks;
be it enaéted and declared, that fuch pradtice is utterly nnlawful; and that no
perfon fhall on any account whatever punifh any negro or other flave, whether
his
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his own property or otherwife, by fixing or caufing to be fixed any iron or other BAHAMAS.
collar round the neck of fuch flave, or by loading the body or limbs of fuch flave
with chains, irons, or weights of any kind, other than [uch as are abfolutely
neceflary for fecuring the perfon of fuch flave while in confinement, under the
penalty of fifty pounds; and any juftice of the peace is hereby authorized and
required, on information or view of fuch offence, to order fuch collar, chains,
irons, or weights to be immediately taken off, under the penalty of one hundred
pounds for every neglect or refufal.

14th. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That every flave Chriftmas,
within thefe Iflands fhall be allowed the ufual number of Chriftmas holidays; to holidays
wit, Chriftmas-day, and the two following working days.

15th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every over- Overfeers abfenting
feer.who fhall abfent himfelf from the eftate under his care or managzment on :E;%ﬁhﬁ;d;;mg
any of the aforefaid holidays, without leave of his employer, fhall for every fach holidays, to.forfeit
oftence forfeit the fum of five pounds for each day. &£ 5. each day.

16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That on the 1ft Returns of births.

day of January which will be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 2nd deatbs of
S : : : . 1. flaves on planta-

and ninety-eight, and on the 1ft day of January in every fucceeding year, or within ;oo o be made in
thirty days after, the owner, manager or overfeer of every plantation or fettlement January every year.
within thefe Iflands, ‘fhall give in upon oath, to the churchwardens of the parifh, '
an account of all the births and deaths of the flaves on fuch plantation or fettle-
ment, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the owner of fuch

plantation or fettlement.

17th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if the not giving And if the not
in fuch accounts thall be owing to the neglet of any overfeer or manager, it fhall and 8'ingin {uch
] ey A . return be owing to
may be lawful for the owner, proprietor or pofleflor of fuch plantation or fettle- |..i.a inthe
ment to ftop and detain the penalty which he or fhe fhall be compelled to pay, overfeer, the

together with his or her cofts and charges, out of the wages of fuch manager or penalty, &c. tobe
overfeer. paid by him.

18th. And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary that flaves fhould be kept in due Excepting when
obedience to their owners, and in proper fubordination to the white inhabitants in going to market,
eneral, that opportunities of committing rebellious confpiracies fhould as much E‘Lia‘t’iz t‘iagh?ation
as poflible be taken away, and that adequate punifhments fhould be appointed for ey are el;played
all crimes committed by flaves: Be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, on, without a ticket
That no flave (fuch only excepted as are going with firewood, grafs, fruit, pro- or pafs.
vifions or fmall ftock and other goods, which they may lawfully fell, to market,
and returning therefrom) fhall hereafter be fuffered to go out of his or her mafter’s
or owner’s plantation or [ettlement, or to travel from one place to another, unlefs
fuch flave fhall have a ticket from his or her owner, mafter, employer or overfeer,
exprefling particularly the time of fuch flave’s {fetting out, and where or to what
place he or fhe is going, and the time limited for his or her return; under a
penalty not exceeding forty fhillings for every offence, to be recovered from his
or her mafier, owner, employer or overfeer, unlels fuch owner, employer, or
overfeer thall make oath that he or fhe did give to the faid flave fuch ticket as
aforefaid, or that the faid {lave went away without leave.

1gth.! And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That no negro or Slaves not to carry
other flave fhall be allowed to hunt any horned cattle, horfes, mares, mules, 2™ “nle{ﬁ_lg
affes or other animals, with lances, guns, cutlafles or other arms, unlefs in the f:ﬁ?zga;zr;zﬁ OE“E‘;
company of his mafter, overfeer, or fome other white perfon, or by his permiffion permiffionin
in writing ; and any negro or other flave who fhall offend contrary to the true writing.
intent and meaning of this aé fhall fuffer fuch punithment by whipping as any

two juftices of the peace fhall think proper to infliét, not exceeding fifty lathes.

20th; And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if any free Free people of
negro, mulatto or Indian, ‘in order to conceal any runaway flave, or to prevent colour, or
him of her from being apprehended, fhall give any fraudulent pafs or ticket to any
fuch. runaway flave, he, the or they fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhill
be
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be liable to be profecuted and tried for the fame in the general court; and upon
conviction fhall fuffer the lofs of freedom, tranfportation, or fuch oth'er punifh-
ment as the court fhall think proper to infli¢t, not extending to life or limb.

21ft. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any fuch
fraudulent pafs or ticket fhall be given by any white perfon with intent as aforefaid,
fuch white perfon fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be
indidted and tried for the fame before the general court; and fhall fuffer
fuch punifhment, by fine and imprifonment, as the court fhall think proper
to inflict.

22d. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That no ticket fhall
be granted to any flave for any time exceeding one calendar month.

23d. And be it further enatted, That every perfon from whofe fervice any
{lave thall abfcond, fhall, within fourteen days thereafter, give notice thereof by
public advertifement, wherein fhall be inferted the name and defeription of fuch
runaway, by means whereof he or fhe may be more eafily known and appre-
hended; and in cafe the owner fhall neglett fo to do, he or fhe fhall not be
entitled to any fatisfa&ion from the treafury for any fuch flave executed or tranf-
ported, by virtue of this a¢t, for any crime whatever.

24th. And be it alfo ena&ed, That it fhall not be lawful either to fell or to buy
any runaway flave ; and that any perfon felling or buying any fuch flave, while
abfent, fhall forfeit the fum of thirty pounds.

25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all flaves who
fhall have been in thefe Iflands for the fpace of two years, and fhall run away, and
continue abfent for a term not exceeding fix months, fhall, upon convition
before any two juftices of the peace, fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid juftices
fhall think proper to inflié, not extending to life or limb.

26th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That any flave who
fhall run away from his owner or lawful poffeflor, and be abfent for more than
fix months, being duly convitted, fhall be fentenced to be tranfported for life,
or fhall fuffer fuch other punifhment, not extending to life or limb, as the court
fhall think proper to inflict.

27th. And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid, That any flave who
fhall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway flave fhall be liable to be tried
for the fame as hereinafter direCted, and upon conviction fhall fuffer fuch
punifhment as the court fhall think proper to infli&, not extending to life or limb;
and that every free perfon who fhall commit any fuch offence may be indited
and profecuted for the fame in the general court, and being convitted, fhall fuffer
fuch punithment, by fine and imprifonment, as the court fhall think proper,
according to the magnitude of the offence; and fuch punifhment is hereby
declared to be without prejudice to any action or fuit which may be brought by
the party injured for recovery of damages for and on account of the fame.

28th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That every flave
who fhall take up any fuch runaway, or inform againft any perfon who fhall
harbour or conceal fuch runaway flave, fo that fuch runaway may be taken, and
reftored to his or her owner or owners, fhall be entitled to fuch reward as any
two juftices of the peace fhall think reafonable and juft, not exceeding three
pounds, to be paid by fuch perfon or perfons as the faid juftices fhall determine
ought to pay the fame.

29th. And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and fafety of thefe Iflands to
{uffer flaves to continue out as runaways, and it is abfolutely neceffary to declare
what {laves fhall be deemed runaways; be it therefore enaled and declared, That
every flave who fhall be abfent from his or her owner or employer without leave
for ten days together, and fhall be found at the diftance of eight miles from the
houfe, plantation, or fettlement to which he or the belongs, without a ticket or
permit to pafs, (except as before excepted in going to or returning from market)
fhall be deemed a runaway.

3oth. And
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soth. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That any free
perfon who fhall apprehend any runaway flave fhall be entitled to receive from
the owner, employer, overleer, or manager of fuch flave the fum of twenty
fhillings, and no more, befides mile money at the rate of two fhillings per mile

for the firft five miles, and one fhilling per mile afterwards; provided fuch flave g

had abfented him or herfelf ten days without the privity, knowledge, or confent
of the proprietor, owner, or other white perfon refiding on the plantation or place
to which fuch flave fhall belong, which time of abfence fhall be declared on the
oath of fuch proprietor, overfeer, or other white perfon as aforefaid, if required
by the party taking up fuch flave ; but it is the true intent and meaning of this
a&, that every perfon who fhall apprehend any flave that is attually run away
fhall be entitled to the aforefaid reward, although fuch flave fhall not be eight
miles from home, or although the aforefaid term of ten days fhall not have
elapfed.

31ft. And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, That any flave who
fhall take or kill another in aftual rebellion fhall receive from the churchwardens
of the parifh in which any fuch {lave fhall have been killed the fum of five
pounds, and ten pounds if taken alive, alfo a blue cloth coat with a red crofs
on the right fhoulder; the whole expences whereof fhall be reimburfed by
the receiver general for the time being out of any money in his hands unappro-
priated. )

32d. And be it further enatted, That if any flave fhall be killed by any perfon
or perfons in the execution of this aét, or under the authority of the fame, the
perfon or perfons by whom fuch flave may be killed fhall, as fpeedily as may be,
give information thereof to fome juftice of the peace, who is hereby required to
take his examination, and alfo the evidence or information of any other perfon or
perfons refpecting the fame; and any white perfon or free perfon of colour
killing fuch flave, who fhall negleét forthwith to give the information hereby
required, fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds.

33d. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon or
perfons apprehending any runaway flave fhall convey him or her to his or her
owner, employer or manager, if refident on the lfland in which fuch flave fhall
have been apprehended ; but if not therein refident, or if payment of the reward
and other charges herein-before mentioned fhall not be made, then to the neareit
gaol or workhoufe, the keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to
receive fuch flave into his cuftody, and to pay the party delivering fuch flave the
fum of twenty fhillings, and mile money as aforefaid, and no more, under the
penalty of five pounds; provided neverthelefs, that no gaoler or workhoufe-
keeper fhall pay any fuch fum or fums before fuch perfon fhall have taken an
oath (which oath fuch gaoler or workhoufe-keeper fhall file in his office, and
produce when thereunto required by the owner or pofleflor of fuch flave, under
the penalty of five pounds,) that the flave fo apprehended was at the reputed
diftance of eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or fettlement to which fuch
flave belongs, (except as is before excepted,) and that fuch flave had no ticket or
permit in writing from his or her owner or pofleflor, employer or overfeer, at the
time of being apprehended, and that fuch {lave had been firft carried to his or
her owner, employer, or manager, (provided fuch owner, employer or manager,
fhall be in the Ifland where fuch {lave fhall have been apprehended,) and that
payment of the reward and charges aforefaid was negleted or refufed to be made.

34th. And tothe end that the owners and proprietors of {laves fo apprehended
may obtain information from the gaol or workhoufe in which they are confined, be
it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the keeper of every workhoufe
or gaol fhall, and they are hereby required, once in every month, to advertife in the
Bahaina Gazette or other public newfpaper, and at the moft public place in the
Ifland on which fuch negro fhall be apprehended, the height, names, marks and
fize, and alfo the country (where the fame can be afcertained), of every runaway flave
then in his cuftody, and the time fuch flave was put into his cuftody, and alfo the
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name or namies of the.owner or ownersthereof, if known; under the penalty of ten
pounds for every negle& or omiffion; and: for the:expence of fuch advertifement; i
fhall and maybe lawful for the keeper of every gaol or workhoule to charge the ownet
or owners of each runaway flave at and after the rate of twelve (hillings per mont.‘h:,.
and no more, and to detain any fuch flave in cuftody until the fame, together with
the charges of apprehending and other fees and poundage after the rate of two
fhillings in the pound; fhall be paid, and alfo' one fhilling for every twenty-four
hours fuch flave fhall have been in cuftody for fubfiltence, and fixpence per day
for medical care and extraordinary nourifhment where neceffary’; and the gaoler,
workhoufe-keeper, or fupervifor fhall attelt every fuch account upon oath.

3¢th. And beit furtherena&ed by theauthority aforefaid, That the keeper of every
workhoule or gaol within thefe Iflands fhall provide and furnith every flave confined
in fuch workhoufe or gaol a fufficient quantity of good and wholefome provifions,
according to the allowance herein-before required to be given upon every planta-
tion, under the penalty of ten pounds for every negle&.

26th. And be it enaded by the authority aforefaid, That after any runaway flave
fhall have been in the cuftodyof the provoft marfhal or the keeper of the workhoufe or
gaol, and fhall have been duly advertiled as aforefaid, for the fpace of twelve calendar
months, if no perfon thall claim fuch {lave, and pay the fees and other monies herein-
before dire€ted, it fhall and may be lawful for the provoft marfhal, or for the keeper
of fuch gaol or workhoufe, to fell every {uch flave at public outcry to the higheft
bidder; and that the monies arifing from fuch fale fhall be applied, in the firft place,
towards payment of the expence of taking up, keeping, and advertifing fuch flave,
together with all other fees and charges herein-before mentioned,and the overplus (if
any) fhall be paid into the public treafury, to be applied towards the contingent
expences of this government ; and ali receipts and bills of fale made by the provoft
marfhal or the keeper of any gaol or workhoufe (as the cafe may be) are hereby
declared to convey a good and [ullicient title to the purchafer or purchafers of any
fuch flave, and to be a bar of the right of the former owner or owners : Provided
always, that every fuch fale be at the ufual place of public auctions, in the town of
Naffau, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock in the forenoon ; that thirty
days notice thereof be given in the Bahama Gazette or other public newlpaper;
and that, previous to every fuch fale, every fuch flave be carried before a magiftrate,
who is hereby required to examine whether fuch flave has been duly advertiled, and
whether his or her marks and defcriptions agree with the advertifement, and to
certify the fame, if found accurate or fufficient.

37th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no gaoler or
workhoufe-keeper fhall; on any pretence whatever, employ any flave fent to his
cuftody on any plantation belonging to him or in his pofleflion, nor hire nor lend an
fuch flave to work for any other perfon or perfons, under the penalty of fifty pounds
for every offence ’

38th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That any negro or
other {lave who fhall be confined in any workhoufe or other place of confinementy
and fhall efcape therefrom before trial, or the expiration of his or her fentence, upon
Being retaken and proof being made of his or her identity before any two jultices
of the peace, fhall be adjudged to be fent back to confinement, and fhall receive
punifiment by whipping, not exceeding fifty lafhes.

39th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if the provoft
marfhal, orany of his deputies, or any conftable, gaoler, or workhoufe-keeper, {hall
willingly or negligently fuffer any flave to efcape, fo that fuch flave (hall not be
'r‘etakef}, fuch marfhal, conftable, gaoler, or workhoulfe-keeper fhall ferfeit a fum not
exceeding twenty pounds, without prejudice to the owner’s aéion of damages,

.4:oth._ And be it further enated, That if any negro or other flave, at any time
of invafion or appearance of an enemy, fhall be killed in fervice of the country,

the owner fhall be paid out of the public treafury the full value of [uch flave, to
be afcertained by any two juftices of the peace.

41ft. And
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41{t. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any mafter, BAHAMAS.
owner, guardian, or attorney of any plantation or fettlement, fhall fuffer any ftrange —————
flaves, excecding twelve in number, to affemble together, and beat their drums or Teralty on any
blow their horns, or fhells in any place under his, her, or their care or management, fgi’?ﬁﬂﬂﬁ;ﬂf
or fhall not endeavour to difperfe or prevent fuch meeting, by giving notice thereof trange flaves to
to the next magiftrate or commiffioned officer, that a proper force may be fent for affemole together
the purpofe, every fuch mafter, owner, guardian, or attorney fhall forteit for every °" his plantation,
fuch offence the fum of fifty pounds; provided information of fuch offence be given
upon oath within five days after the commiffion of fuch offence.

42d. And be it further enaced by the authority aforefaid, That all officers, civil All officers autho-
and military, fhall be and they are hereby empowered and required to enter into any l-zz;."t! f Idu[’Fer{]‘fl:
place whatever, in order to difperfe any unlawful affembly of flaves, and to fupprefs "p* " HIEMOReE

and prevent all riotcus unlawful drumming or other noife; any law, cuftom, or
ufage to the contrary notwith{tanding.

43d. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That any flave who Slaves not to have
{hall kerealter be found to have concealed in his or her houfe, or otherwife in his or fire arms or ammu-
her poffeflion, any fire arms, gunpowder, flugs or ball, fhall, on conviétion before 2% ™ thelf. 9oL
any two juflices, f{uffer fuch punifhment as the faid jultices fhall think proper to
inflict by whipping.

44th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That any flave who Punifhment of
{hall offer violence, by ftriking or otherwife, ro any white perfon, fhall be punifhed ih‘l’es] "ﬂ-:"“‘;"“;]iw
with death, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper perions,
to inflit ; provided fuch conflift or {lriking be not by command of the owner of
fuch flave, or of his or her attorney, overfeer, or other perfon having authority
over fuch flave, or in the lawful defence of his owner’s perfon or goods.

45th.  And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or Punifhiment of
other flave fhall mix or prepare, with intent to give, any poifon or poifonous drug, aves Liphd e
or fhal! actually give or caufe to be given any fuch poifon or poifonous drug, although 878 D
death may not enfue from the taking thereof, {uch {lave, together with all and every
acceflary and acceffaries, as well before as after the fact, (being flaves) being thereof
duly convicted, fhall fuffer death, tranfportation for life, or fuch other punifhment
as the coust fhall think proper.

46th. And whereas horned cattle, fheep, horfes, mares, mules, and affes are Punithment of
frequently ftolen and killed by negro and other flaves, in fo fecret and private a flaves for killing
manner as to render conviétion very difficult; for prevention thereof be it further EatHe, G
enacted, ‘Thatif any negro or other flave or flaves fhall fraudulently have in his, her,
or their poficifion any trefh beef, mutton, or veal, or the flelh of any horfe, mare,
mule or als; in any quantity exceeding five pounds, and not exceeding twenty-
eight pounds weight, every fuch negro or other flave fhall, upon convi&tion before
any two juftices of the peace, be whipped in fuch manner as fuch juftices fhall
diret, not exceeding thirty-nine lafthes; and if there fhall be found fraudulently
as aforefaid, in his, her, or their cuftody or pofleflion, a larger quantity than
twenty-cight pcunds weight of fuch beef or other flefh, that then every fuch negro
or other flave fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the juftices (hall think proper to direét,
ot extending to life or limb.

47th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or punimiment of
other flave fhall felonioufly {teal any horned cattle, fheep, goat, hog, horfe, mare, flaves for ftealing
gelding, mule, or afs, or fhall kill any fuch horned cattle, theep, goat, hog, horfe, cattle, &c.
mare, gelding, mule, or afs, with intent to {teal the fame, or any part of the flelh
thereot, fuch negro or other flave fhall [uffer death, or fuch other punifhment as the
court fhall think proper to infliét.

48th. And whereas feveral flaves have lately found means to depart from thefe Punithment of
Iflands, to the great damage of their owners, and to the evil example of other flaves, {l:ves for aiding
who may thereby be induced to attempt or confpire to do the fame: And whereas flaves i “::;‘i‘r:‘g E
there is reafon to {ufpect that flaves have been aided and aflifted in their departure fﬂf{ﬂ{;’uf& g
by other perfons, and no adequate punifhments are provided by law for fuch
offences ;
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offences ; for remedy thereof, be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That
if any negro or other flave fhall run away from his or her owner or owners,
employer or employers, and go off, or confpire and attempt to go off thefe Iflands,
in any fhip, boat, canoe, or other veflel or craft whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting,
or aflifting to any other flave or flaves in deferting and going off thefe Ilflands, he,
fhe, or they fo running or going off, or confpiring and attempting to go off, or
aiding, affifting, or abetting in fuch going off, being thereof convicted, fhall fuffer
tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper to inflict,
not extending to life or limb.

49th. And beit further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any free negro,
Indian, or mulatto fhall be aiding, affilting, and abetting any flave or {flaves in
deferting and going off thefe Iflands, and fhall be thereof conviéted, he, fhe, or
they fhall be fubject to be tranfported from thefe Iflands, by the provoft marfhal or
his deputy ; and any fuch perfon fo convitted, {entenced, and tranfported, who
fhall afterwards be found at large within thefe Iflands, fhall fuffer death, without
benefit of clergy.

soth. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That any white perfon
who fhall knowingly be aiding, affifting, or abetting any flave in deferting and
going off thefle Iflands, fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds, and fhall alfo
fuffer imprifonment for any fpace of time not exceeding twelve months, without bail
or mainprize ; and fuch punifhment is declared to be without prejudice to any fuit
or ation which may be brought or had by the party injured for recovery of damages
for and on account of the fame.

s1ft. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may
be lawful to proceed againft the perfon or perfons fo aiding, affifting, or abetting
fuch flave or flaves in going off thefe Iflands, whether the principal or principals be
convitted or not ; any thing in this or any other act, or any law, ufage, or cuftom,
to the contrary notwithftanding. :

52d. And be it further enacted, That no negro or other {lave fhall on any pre-
tence barter, or carry about for fale or barter, any dry goods of any kind whatever ;
and it thall and may be lawful for any white perlon to take and feize all fuch goods,
and to deliver them to the provoft marfhal or his deputy, who fhall forthwith fell the
fame at public auction, and pay the net proceeds thereof unto the public treafury.

53d. And be it further enated, That no negro or other {lave fhall vend or retail
any fpirituous liquors whatfoever ; and if any flave, without the knowledge of his
or her owner or employer, fhall fell or vend any fpirituous liquors whatever, fuch
flave, for every fuch offence, fhall be publicly whipped by order of any two juftices
of the peace; butif ir fhall appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or
her owner or employer, then and in that cafe fuch owner or employer fhall forfeit
the fum of forty pounds, to be recovered in manner hereinafter directed.

54th. And be it hereby enatted, That every flave who fhall play at dice or cards,
or be guilty of any other kind of gaming, fhall be publicly whipped by order of any
two juftices of the peace; and any keeper of a tavern or punch houfe who fhall
fuffer any flave or flaves to game, get drunk, or tipplein or about his or her houfe,
fhop, or premifes, or to remain in or about the fame after the hour of eight of the
clock at night, or fhall at any other time fell rum or any other [pirituous liquors to
any flave to whon he or fhe fhall have been forbidden by the owner or employer of
fuch flave to fell liquor, fhall fuffer any fuch {lave, after having been fo forbidden,

to loiter or remain in or about his or her houfe, fhop, or premifes, fhall forfeit the
fum of twenty pounds.

55th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That upon complaint
being made to any juftice of the peace of any burglary, robbery, burning of houfes,
rebellious conpiracies, compafling or imagining the death of any white perfon or
perfons, or any other felonious offence whatfoever committed by any flave or flaves,
and which is hereby declared or made punithable with death or tran{portation, fuch
juftice fhall iffue his warrant for apprehending fuch offender or offenders, and for all

perfons
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perfons that can give evidence to be brought before him, or.any other juftice of the
peace ; and the evidence of flave againft flave fhall in all cafes be received; and
if upon examination the charge fhall appear to be well founded, the juftice before
whom f{uch examination fhall be had and taken fhall commit the accufed to prifon,
and bind over the witnefles to appear at a certain day, not lefs than ten or more than
thirty days from the day on which the complaint fhall have been made, at the place
where the quarter feffions are ufually held, or other place of public meetings, and
fhall certify to any other juftice of the peace the caufe of fuch commitment, and
require him to aflociate himfelf with him, which the faid juftice is hereby required
to do under the penalty of forty pounds; and the faid juftices fo affociated fhall
iffue their warrant to fummon feven perfons, fuch as are liable to ferve on ordinary
juries, (the mafter, owner, or proprietor of the flave or flaves fo complained of, or
the attorney, guardian, overfeer, or manager of fuch owner or proprietor, or the
perfon profecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, overfeer, or manager, always
excepted), perfonally to be and appear before the faid juftices at the day and place
appointed for the trial, between the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the
forenoon, when and where the faid juftices fhall caufe the accufed to be brought
before them ; and thereupon five of the perfons fo fummoned fhall (the charge or
accufation being fir{t reduced to writing and read) be fworn to try the matter before
them, and give a true verdi& according to evidence; which charge or accufation
fhall not be queftioned for any want of form, but fhall be deemed valid if fufficient
in {ubftance; and if the faid jurors fhall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimouily
find the faid flave or flaves guilty of the offence of which he, fhe, or they ftand
charged, the faid juftices fhall give fentence of death without benefit of clergy, or
tranfportation for life, according to the nature of the offence ; and fhall caufe fuch
fentence to be carried into execution at fuch time and place as they fhall think
proper (women with child only excepted, whofe execution fhall be refpited until a
reafonable time after delivery) : Provided always neverthelefs, that the juftices of the
peace, or any two or more of them refident upon any of the iflands within this
government (one of whom to be always of the quorum and cuftos rotulorum of the
Ifland}, fhall and may hereafter hold flave-courts upon the firlt Tuefday in January,
April, July, and October in every year, to continue and be holden for five days
fucceffively (if neceffary), and not longer ; and fhall have full power and authority
to enquire into, hear, and determine all and all manner of felonious offences com-
mitted by flaves, and fhall open the faid court by proclamation, declaring the fame
to be a flave-court for fuch purpofe; and that the faid cuitos rotulorum and any
one other juftice fhall thereupon, in like manner in all refpets as two juftices
affociated as herein-before mentioned are by this aét authorized and empowered,
proceed to try and deliver the workhoufe or gaol within the ifland or parifh of all
flaves who fhall be in cuitody of the gaoler or workhoufe-keeper, charged with any
of the felonious offences herein-before mentioned ; and fhall caufe a jury to be called
and taken from the panel returned to the faid court forthwith to be fworn, as they
fhall appear, to try all and every fuch {lave and flaves as fhall be brought before
them charged with any of the aforefaid offences, and to give a true verdi&t ac-
cording to evidence, as in other cafes.

56th. Provided always, That it fhall and may be lawful for the juftices at any
flave-court or extraordinary trial to refpite the execution of any fentence by them
given for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleafure of the com-
mander in chief fhall be known, in cafe proper caufe fhall appear to them for fo
doing, or the jury fhall recommend the prifoner to mercy.

57th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That not lefs than two
juftices and five jurors fhall conftitute a court for the trial of any flave or flaves
for any crime or offence that fhall fubjet fuch {lave punifhable with death or
tranfportation ; and that upen any fuch trial no peremptory challenge of any
juror, or any exception to the form of the indictment, fhall be allowed.

s8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where the punifhment of death is to be inflifted, the execution fhall be performed
in fome public place, and with due folemnity ; and' care fhall be taken by 'the
(18.) ! gaoler,
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gaoler, conftable, or marfhal, that the prifoner be free from intoxication at the
time of trial and execution ; and the mode of fuch execution fhall be hanging by
the neck, and no other ; and the body fhall be afterwards difpofed of as the court
thall dire : Provided always, that where feveral flaves are capitally conviéted for’
the fame offence, one only fhall fuffer death, except in cafes of murder or

rebellion.

5gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any flave wil-
fully giving falle evidence on any trial to be had under this act fhall fuffer the
fame punifhment as the petfon or perfons on whofe trial fuch falfe evidence was
given would if convicted have been liable to fuffer, or fuch other punifhment as
the juftices fhall award, not extending to life or limb.

6oth. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That when any flave
or flaves fhall be difcharged by proclamation, or fha!l die in cuftody, th:e marfhal,
gaoler, or workhoufe-keeper fhall be entitled to receive out of the public treafury
all fuch fees as fhall be due for fuch flave or flaves at the time of fuch difcharge

or death,

61ft. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That a tecord fhall
be entered up of all proceedings upon the trials of flaves for any crime that fhall
be punithable with death or tranfportation, in a book to be kept for that purpofe
by the clerk of the peace, who is hereby required to attend all fuch trials, and to
record the proceedings within thirty days after fuch trials, under the penalty of
twenty pounds for every fuch neglect ; and he fhall be entitled, upon producing
the certificate of the juftices, to have and receive out of the public treafury the
fum of three pounds for attending each trial, and for entering up the record, and
any other bufinefs incident thereto, and no more.

62d. And be it further enaéted, That the conftables of the refpective ilands
and diftriéts fhall be obliged to attend every fuch trial or court under the penalty
of twenty pounds for fuch negle& ; and the conflable executing any fentence
{hall be entitled to receive out of the public treafury the fum of forty fhillings,
upon producing the certificate of the juftice as aforefaid.

63d. And be it enatted, That any perfon who fhall be drawn and duly fum-
moned to ferveas a juror on any trial to be had by virtue of this a¢t, and who
fhall neglet to attend, or after appearance fhall depart without leave, fhall forfeit
the fum of fix pounds.

64th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no trial of any
flave fhall be had until after reafonable and fufficient notice of fuch trial thall have
been given to the owner or proprictor of {fuch flave, or to his, her, or their attorneyor
attornies or other reprefentative or reprefentatives, where any fuch can conveniently
be found within the colony ; any law, ufage, or cuftom to the contrary netwith-
{tanding.

65th. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where any flave fhall receive [entence of death or tranfportation, the jury fhall
appraife and value fuch flave, and the juftices fhall certify fuch valuation: Provided
always, that fuch valuation fhall not in any cafe exceed fixty pounds for any one
flave ; and provided alfo, if it fhall appear that the owner or poffeffor of fuch flave
had treated him or her with inhumanity, and that neceffity or hard ufage might
have driven fuch flave to the commiffion of the offence of which he or fhe fhall
have been convitted, that then and in fuch cafe no valuation fhall be made nor

_ certificate granted, and the owner fhall not be entitled to receive any, allowance
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66th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where any {lave valued as aforefaid fhall be executed or tranfported by virtue of
this act, fuch flave fhall be paid for at the public expenfe; and the net money
arifing from the fale of any {lave fold for tranfportation fhall be accounted for on

oath by the provoft marfhal or his deputy, and paid over to the receiver general
for the ufe of the public.

67‘{11. And
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67th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any negro or
other flave who fhall be tranfported from thefe Iflands by virtue of this ac, and
fhall wilfully return from tranfportation, fhall upon conviction fuffer death
without benefit of clergy.

68th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That when any
warrant fhall be granted by any one or more of His Majefty’s juftices of the
peace againft any flave who cannot be taken, the owner, attorney, poffeflor,
guardian, or overleer of every fuch flave fhall be ferved with a copy of the faid
warrant ; and if he, fhe, or they do not fend or produce fuch flave to the juftice
or juftices, to be dealt with according to law, and it fhall afterwards be proved
that fuch owner, attorney, guardian, pofleflor, or overfeer wiltully detained or
concealed fuch flave, he, fhe, or they fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds.

6gth. And be it further enaéted, That all fuch negroes, mulattoes, muftees
and Indians as have been flaves, and have been or fhall be made free, fhall for
all mifdemeanors and offences under the degree of felony be tried and adjudged
in manner and form herein-before directed for the trial of flaves, and the evidence
of a flave or flaves fhall be admitted on fuch trials; any law, ufage, or cuftom to
the contrary notwithftanding.

7oth. And whereas mifdemeanors and offences of inferior degrees are frequently
committed by flaves, which ought to be punithed in a fummary manner; be it
therefore enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for
any two juftices of the peace in a fummary manner to hear and determine all
crimes and mifdemeanors below felony, committed by any flave or flaves, giving
fufficient notice to the owner or owners of fuch flave or {laves, or his, her, or their
attorney or attornies, or the perfon having the care of fuch flave or flaves, of the
time and place of trial ; and to order and direct fuch punifhmenttobe inflicted on any
fuch flave as the faid juftices in their difcretion fhall think fit, not exceeding fifty
lafhes ; and the conitable attending any fuch trial, and executing any fuch fentence,
fhall be entitled to have and receive ten fhillings, tobe paid by the mafter, owner, or
pofleflor of luch flave or flaves ; on non-payment whereof it fhall and may be lawful
for the juftices to iflue their warrant for levying the fame, together with cofts

and charges.

71ft. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no runaway flave
fhall on any account be committed to gaol by any magiftrate of a parith where
there fhall be a workhoufe eftablifhed, but to fuch workhoufe only.

72d. And be it enaéted, That in all cafes in which by this prefent aét, or by
any other act of the General Affembly, any power or authority is vefted in the
juftices and veltries, fuch power and authority [hall be executed by the juftices or
any two of them in iflands where there are no veftries, or by the veftrymen or
any fix of them in iflands where there are no jultices.

73d. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That all forfeitures
and penalties given by this act, of which the recovery and application have not
been otherwile directed, fhall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered in a
{ummary manner before any two of His Majefty’s juftices of the peace, and fhall
be levied, together with colts, by diltrefs and fale of the offender’s goods and
chattels ; and, if exceeding twenty pounds, fhall be recovered, together with cofts,
in the general court of thefe iflands, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information,
wherein no effoin, proteétion, wager of law, or non vult ulterius profequi, fhall
be allowed or entered ; one moiety of which penalties fhall be to the ufe of the
parifh where the offence fhall have been committed, and the other moiety to the
informer, or to him, her, or them who fhall fue for the fame.

#74th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That this aé, and
every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, fhall continue and be in force for
and during the term of two years from the paffing thereof, and from thence to

the end of the then next feffionof the General Aflembly, and no longer.
AN
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No. 3.

AN ACT for fixing the mode of trying Queftions relative to the Freedom
of Negroes, and other Perfons of Colour, and for fufpending certain Aéts
therein mentioned. [14th January 1805.]

WHEREAS many inconveniences have arifen from the mode of trying queftions
relative to the freedom of negroes and other perfons of colour, as eftablithed in and
by an A& paflfed in the twenty-eighth year of His Majefty’s reign, intituled ¢ An
A& for explaining and amending an Act paffed in the twenty-fourth year of His
Majefty’s reign, intituled ¢ An Aé for governing negroes, mulattoes, muitees,
and Indians, and for fufpending feveral Adts therein mentioned :”” May it there-
fore pleafe your Majefty ; that it may be enacted and be it enacted by his Excellency
Charles Cameron, Efquire, your Majefty’s Captain-general and Governor in chief,
the Council and the Aflembly of your Majefty’s faid Iflands, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority of the fame, That the aforefaid fir{t-mentioned
Aét, and all and every other A& and Aéts or claufes of Alts of the General
Affembly, fo far forth as the fame do relate to the trial of queftions concerning the
freedom of negroes or other perfons of colour, be fufpended, and the fame are
hereby accordingly fufpended, during the continuance of this Aét.

2d. And be it enaéted, That from and after the pafling of this A& all queftions
relating to the freedom or flavery of negroes or other perfons of colour fhall be
tried and determined in his Majefty’s general court of thefe iflands, and not elfe-
where ; any law, ufage, or cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding.

3d. And be it enaéted, That in all cafes in which application fhall be made to
the general court, or in time of vacation to any of the judges of the general court,
or on any out ifland to any two magiftrates of the fame, where there are four,
and if lefs than four to any one magiitrate, with the afliftance and concurrence of
any three or more freeholders, for and in behalf of any negro or other perfon of
colour, pretending to or claiming freedom, and praying that his or her claim may
be inquired into, it thall and may be lawful for the court or judge, magiftrates or
magiftrate, and freeholders aforefaid, as the cafe may be, to dire& the perfon fo
claiming his, her, or their freedom to ftate the grounds upon which he, fhe, or
they fo claim ; and if fufficient grounds fhall appear in fupport of the claim or
claims to freedom, then and in fuch cafe to appoint fome fit perfon to be guardian
of fuch negro or other perfon of colour, for the purpofe of profecuting a fuit in
the nature of an action of ravithment of ward, homine replegiando, or other fit
action, to try his or her claim to freedom; in which fuit the plaintiff fhall be
admitted to fue in forma pauperis ; and the judgment therein given fhall be binding
againft all and every perfon and perfons who fhall be a party or parties to the fame.

4th. And be it further enated, That in cafe any claim to freedom fhall arife on
an out ifland, and be fupported on fufficient grounds as aforefaid, it fhall and may
be lawful for the faid magiftrates or magiftrate, with the affiftance and concurrence
of three or more frecholders, to oblige the owner or perfon fo holding the
faid negro or other perfon of colour in bondage, either to refign all right to the
perfon fo claiming his, her, or their freedom, or to enter into {ufficient {ecurity
for the fending fuch perfon or perfons to the general court at Naffau for trial
within fix weeks after fuch examination, a copy of the proceedings of which either
the plaintiff or defendant may demand, upon payment of a reafonable charge for
the fame; and in cafe of any negle@ on the part of the judge, magiftrates or
magiftrate, and frecholders, by refufing to examine and take cognizance of any
fuch claim to freedom, he or they, as the cafe may be, fhall for every fuch neglect
be liable to a penalty of one hundred pounds ; one moiety of which fhall go to His
Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, in aid of the fupport of his government, and
the other moiety to the perfon fuing for the fame.

sth, And
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sth. And be it further enalted, That any negro or other perfon of colour
claiming his or her freedom as aforefaid thall forthwith be committed to the
common gaol, workhoufe, or other place of fafe cuftody, at the difcretion of the
court or judge, magiltrates or magiftrate, and frecholders, as the cafe may be,
there to remain fo long as the fuit fhall be pending: Provided always, that it fhall

and may be lawful for the court, or for any of the judges thereof in time of

vacation, or for the magiftrates or magiftrate, and freeholders, to make an order
for delivering fuch negro or other perfon of colour to the cuftody of his or her
guardian, or of any other indifferent perfon, taking fecurity in a fufficient recogni-
zance for the appearance of fuch negro or other perfon of colour, and for the
payment of fuch reafonable wages as “the court may award in cafe judgment fhall
be given for the defendant, and that thecourt orjudge, magiftrates or magiftrate, and
freeholders, may from time to time make {uch further order or ordersrefpecting the
fafe cuftody of any fuch negro or other perfon of colour claiming his or her freedom
as aforefaid, or refpeting his or her labour, wages, fupport, or maintenance, as
taay be for ‘the benefit of the party in whofe favour judgment may eventually be
given; and that any perfon or perfons difobeying any fuch order fhall and may
be proceeded againft and punifhed as for a contempt.

6th. And be it further enacted, That in any fuch action as aforefaid the plain-
tiff’s title of freedom only fhall be infifted on, and nominal damages only fhall be
awarded : Provided always, that it fhall and may be lawful for any negro or other
perfon of colour, in whofe favour judgment fhall have been given in any fuch
action, forthwith to have and maintain another fuit, and recover reafonable wages
or damages, upon a quantum meruit for work, labour, and fervice by him or her
done and performed for the defendant or defendants, for fuch time only as it fhall
appear that the faid negro or other perfon of colour had made known his, her, or
their claim or title to freedom to [uch defendant or defendants fo holding them
in bondage.

7th. And be it further enacted, That this A¢t fhall not extend or be conitrued
to extend to enable the faid court to take cognizance of the claim or claims of any
negro or other perfons of colour who fhall at any time heretofore have been
declared and adjudged a flave by any other court lawfully conftituted, and having
competent jurifdiction on the fubject-matter.

8th. And be it enacted, That this A& fhall continue and be in force for and
during the term of three years from and after the pafling thereof, and from thence
to the end of the then next feffion of the General Aflembly.

No. 4.

AN ACT to continue an A pafled in the Forty-fifth year of His Majefty’s
reign, intituled “ An A& for trying Queftions relative to the freedom
of Negroes and other perfons of Colour, and for fufpending certain Acts
therein mentioned.” [29th February 1808.]

WHEREAS an A¢ pafled in the forty-fifth year of His Majefty’s reign,
intituled ““ An A& for trying queftions relative to the freedom of négroes and other
perfons of colour, and for fufpending certain Acts therein mentioned,” is about to
expire ; and whereas it is expedient that the fame be further continued : May it
therefore pleafe your Majefty that it may be enatted ; and be it enatted by his
Excellency Charles Cameron Efquire, your Majefty’s Captain-general and Governor
in chief, the Council and Affembly of the Bahama Iflands, and itis hereby enacted
by the authority of the fame, That the above-recited aét, and every claufe, pro-
vifion, matter, and thing therein contained, fhall be and the fame are hereby
continued in force, from and after the paffing of this A&, for and during the term
of feven years, and from thence to the end of the then next feffion of the General
Affembly.

(18.) F No. 3.
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No. 5.

An ACT to prevent perfons on Turks Iflands from retailing Spirituous
Liquors without being licenfed, from trafficking with Slaves, and for
other purpofes therein mentioned ; and to fufpend fo much of an A&,
intituled, ¢ An A& toamend an A& made and pafled in the forty-fifth
year of His Majefty’s Reign, intituled ¢ An Act to prevent perfons on the
Out Iflands retailing Spirituous Liquors without being licenced, from
trafficking with Slaves, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,” as
extends to Turks Iflands aforefaid. [31ft December 1808. |

WHEREAS the population of Turks Iflands hath of late years confiderably

increafed, and it hath been deemed neceflary that certain regulations and rules

thould be adopted relative to the retailers of {pirituous liquors, and that fuch per-
fons fhould contribute towardsthe fupport of this government: We, your Majelty’s
dutiful and loyal fubjects, the Aflembly of the Bahama Iflands, do moft humbly
befeech your Majefty that it may be enacted,and be itenaéted by his Honour William
Munnings Vafley Efquire, Prefident and Commander in chief in and over the faid
Bahama Hlands, the Council and Affembly of the fame, and it ishereby enacted and

ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after the expiration of three

months after the paffing of this Ak, it fhall not be lawful for any perfon or perfons
whoemfoever on Turks Iflands aforefaid, either by himfelf, herfelf, or themfelves, or
by any perfon or perfons whomfoever to be employed for him, her, or them, or his,
her or their benefit, to retail any rum, punch, or any other mixture of diitilled fpi-
rituous liquors; or other liquors, without taking out a licence for that purpofe; which
licence fhall be iffued under the hand and feal of the governor or commander in
chief for the time being, on a certificate being produced, under the hands of five
refident juftices of the peace, that the perfon applying for fuch licence is duly
qualified and fit 1o be trufted with fuch licence ; and upon receiving a certificate
from the deputy receiver general and treafurer of the faid iflands, that the fum of
ten pounds hath been duly paid for fuch licence, and upon payment of the ufual
fees eftablifhed by law, which fum fhall be remitted and paid into the public
treafury of thefe Iflands for and towards the fupport of the government thereof,
which licence fhall be good and in force for and during the term of one year from
the date thereof, and no longer.

2d. And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid, That no perfon or
perfons to whom fuch licence or licences as aforefaid fhall be granted fhall fell or
difpole of any rum or mixture of rum, or other diftilled fpirituous liquors, or other
liquors, before fix o’clock in the morning, or after eight o’clock in the evenin

o
under a penalty of five pounds for every offence. 3

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no perfon or
perfons whofomever, not having a licence granted in manner herein-before directed
and in force, fhall vend, fell, difpofe of, or deliver any rum, mixture of rum, or
any other diftilled fpirituous liquors, or other liquors by retail, under the penalty of
fifty pounds ; and that every fuch perfon to whom fuch licence fhall be granted
fhall put his or her name in a confpicuous place over the door of his or her houfe
or fhop, with the words ““licenfed to retail fpirituous liquors,” under the penalty
of being deemed an unlicenfed perfon under this A¢t, and punithed accordingly.

4th. And whereas flaves are often encouraged to fteal falt, to which they have
accefs, by the keepers of dram-fhops, and other evil-difpofed perfons who buy and
receive the fame ; for remedy whereof, be it enacted, That from and after the
expiration of three months after the pafling of this A&, it fhall and may be lawful
to profecute and punith any free perfon buying or receiving any falt from any flave
or {laves, as for a mildemeanor, by fine or imprifonment, although the flave or
perfon who may have flolen the fame be not convitted ; which profecution and

conviction fhall exempt fuch receiver from being punifhed as an acceffory, if the
principal fhould afterwards be conviéted.

sth. And
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sth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon within
the faid Turks Iflands, who fhall fell to any perfon or perfons, at any one time lefs
than three gallons of rum, or other diftilled fpirituous liquors, fhall be deemed a
retailer within the intent and meaning of this Aét.

23 )

6th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That all offences
againft this A¢t fhall and may be lawfully heard, adjudged, tried and determined by
any three or more juftices of the peace refident on the faid Turks Iflands where
the offence fhall be committed ; and all penalties and forfeitures impofed by this
Act fhall be levied under and by virtue of a warrant under the hands and feals
of fuch juftices of the peace, and fhall be to the ufe of our Sovereign Lord the
King, his heirs and fucceffors, for and towards the fupport of this government.

7th. And be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That fo much of an A&
intituled ¢ An A& to amend an A& made and pafled in the forty-fifth year of his
Majefty’s reign, intituled ¢ An Actto prevent perfons on the Out Iflands retailing
fpirituous liquors without being licenced, from trafficking with flaves, and for other
purpofes therein mentioned,” as applies to Turks Iflands aforefaid, be fufpended,
and the fame is hereby fufpended accordingly.

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That this Act fhall con-
tinue and be in force, from and after the expiration of three months from and after
the pafling of this A&, for and during the term of two years, and from thence
to the end of the next feflion of the General Aflembly, and no longer.

No. 6.

AN ACT for regulating the Hire of Slaves, Carts, Waggons, and Drays,
and for other purpoles therein mentioned. [ t{t December 1808. ]

WHEREAS it is highly requifite and neceffary that the hire of flaves, carts,
waggons and drays, within the Ifland of New Providence, fhould be duly alcer-
tained, and the fame properly regulated and reftri¢ted : May it therefore pleafe
your Majefty that it may be enacted ; and be it enated by his Honour William
Vefey Munnings Efquire, Prefident and Commander in chief, the Council and
Affembly of the faid Iflands, That from and after the paffing of this Act it fhall
not be lawful for any proprietor or other perfon or perfons having the direction or
management of any flave in the Ifland of New Providence to fuffer or permit
fuch flave or flaves to hire themfelves out to work, either on board of veflels or
on the fhore, as porters or labourers, without firft regiltering the names of fuch
flaves in the police-office, and obtaining therefrom acopper badge, with the number
of fuch flave marked thereon ; which badge is to be worn on the jacket or frock
of the faid flave in a confpicuous manner.

2d. And be it further enacted, That any perfon or perfons hiring or employing,
either on board of veflels or on fhore, any flave or flaves not having a copper
badge as aforefaid, fhall be liable to the penalty of five pounds for every flave fo
employed, befides double the wages of fuch flave or flaves, to be paid to the
owner or perfon having the management of the fame.

3d. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the aing
magiltrate fhall, on application of the owner or perfon having the management of
any fuch {flave or flaves, regifter the names of the fame, and of their owner or
owners, in a book to be kept for that purpofe, and fhall furnith a copper badge to
be worn by fuch flave or flaves, upon payment of one dollar each.

4th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon or
perfons obtaining any fuch badges fhall not allow the'fame to be worn by any other
{lave or flaves than thofe for whom the fame has been obtained at the police-office,
nor for any longer time than fuch flave or flaves fhall be permitted to' hire thém-
felves out to work aforefaid'; and on the death, fale, or removal of fuch{flave, fhall
return
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BAHAMAS.  return the badge into the police-office, undera penalty of five pounds for each and
every -offence.
into the police

office. sth. And the better to prevent damage being done to the ftreets, lanes, and

No perfon fhall let  alleys of the town of Naffau and fuburbs by heavy carriages, be it enaéted, That

for hire any cart,  no perfon fhall let or drive for hire any cart, waggon, or dray, within the limits

waggon, or dray,  of the 3id town and fuburbs, without having firft obtained a licence for fo doing

f""r,‘;,"ft“;eaci,‘;e;fﬁ from the commiffioners of roads, ftreets, and highways for the town and diftric of

fioners of roads.  Naffau, for which licence fhall be paid five pounds per annum for every fuch cart,
waggon, or dray; and the money for fuch licences thall be paid into the hands of
the commiffioners, to be applied towards keeping the faid fireets, lanes, and alleys
clean and in repair ; and in cafe any perfon within the limits aforefaid fhall let or
drive for hire any cart,waggon, or dray, without having obtained fuch licence, every
fuch perfon fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch offence ten pounds, to be applied
as aforefaid.

Licenfed cart, &c.  6th. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That every cart,
to have the name of waggon, or dray licenfed as aforefaid, fhall have painted on them the name of the
the owner painted  Gner and be numbered and regiftered in the police-office, and no perfon fhall

th g .
nf:;i"e?édazgdbfe. deface the faid name or number under the penalty of fifty pounds; and all flaves

giftered in the driving fuch cart, waggon, or dray fhall be regiftered, and havea badge as aforefaid,

police-office. under a penalty of ten pounds, to be paid by the owner of every fuch cart or dray
for every offence.

ggnl?;;lffcc:ﬂ;:y 7th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforelaid, That the owner of all

damage done carts, waggons, and.drays fhall be liable for any damage done by any fuch carts,

thereby, orthe  waggons, or drays, or by the flaves having charge thereof.
{laves having , . g Tk :
charge thereof. 8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon

Penalty on perfons driving any cart, waggon, or dray in any of the ftreets, lanes, or alleys in the faid
driving carts, &c.  town or fuburbs, fhall ride upon fuch cart, waggon, or dray, not having fome other

l;?tlﬂfltt}ﬁf?;;n perfon on foot to guide the fame, every fuch offender, being convicted before the
i abivhs a&ing magiftrates by the oath of one credible witnefs, fhall forfeit and pay the fum

of twenty fhillings, and if a {lave, the fame to be paid by his owner or employer ;
and in default of fuch payment the offender to be committed to the workhoufe or
common gaol, and receive fuch punifhment as the magiftrates fhall judge proper,
not exceeding thirty-nine lafhes.

Rates of porterage,  gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the rates of
%f:ggg»r%ﬁ- tobe  porterage, cartage, and drayage, fhall be from time to time fixed and afcertained
€9 by the commiffioners of roads, ftreets, and highways for the town of Naffau.

miflioners.

Fines how to be 1oth. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That all fines impofed

-recovered. by this A&, under the fum of twenty pounds, fhall be recovered in a fummary way
before the magiftrates of police; and all fums above twenty pounds by aétions of
debt, bill, plaint, or information, in his Majefty’s general court.

GOl ance oF 11th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, Thar this A& fhall

this A&. continue and be in force from and after the pafling thereof for and during the

term of ten years, and from thence until the end of the then next feffion of the
General Aflembly, and no longer.

No. 7.

An .;‘}CT to continue in force an A& to prohibit the purchafing, felling,
hiring, or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein excepted;
and for other purpofes therein mentioned. [31ft December 1808. ]

Foreign Slave A& WHEREAS the above-recited A& will expire ; and whereas it is expedient and
continued. neceflary that the fame fhould be further continued : May it therefore pleafe your
Majefty that it may be enated; and be it enafted by his Honour William Vefey

Munnings
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Munnings Efquire, Prefident and Commander in Chief, the Council and Affembly of
your Majefly’s Bahama Iflands, and it is hereby enatted by the authority of the fame,
That the faid A, and every matter, claufe, and thing therein contained, fhall be
and the fame are hereby continued in full force, from and after the pafling of this
A&, for and during the term of ten years, and from thence to the end of the then
next feflion of general aflembly, and no longer.

No. 8.

An ACT to further continue an A& intituled ¢ An A to bring into one
A& the feveral Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further
prote€tion and fecurity, for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged
with Capital Offences, for fufpending the feveral A&s and claufes of Acts
therein mentioned, and for other purpofes.”” [3d November 1809.]

WHEREAS an A&, intituled ¢ An A& to continue and bring into one A¢t the
{everal laws relating to flaves, and for giving them further protection and fecurity,
for altering the mode of trial of flaves charged with capital offences, for fufpending
the-feveral Aéts and claufes of Aéts therein mentioned, and for other purpoles,”
will fhortly expire; and whereas the faid A¢t has been found beneficial, and it is
expedient that the fame fhould be further continued : May it therefore pleafe your
Majelty thar it may be enatted ; and be it enacted by his Honour William Vefey
Munnings Efquire, Prefident and Commander in Chief, the Council and Affembly
of your faid Iflands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the
fame, That the faid A&, and every matter, claufe, and thing therein contained,
fhall continue and be in force from and after the pafling of this A¢t for and during
the term of feven years, and from thence to the end of the then next feflion of the
General Afflembly.

BARBADOES ISLAND.
No 9.

AN ACT to remove doubts concerning the trial of Slaves manumitted after
the commiffion of Felonies of which they may ftand accufed. [14th March

1809. |

WHEREAS doubts have arifen whether a flave accufed of murder or any other
felony, and manumitted after the commiffion of the a& for which he is accufed, is
amenable and fubject to the laws and flatutes of this Ifland now in force for the trial
of flaves charged with the commiffion of the aforefaid felonies ; be it therefore
enacted by the Honourable John Spooner, Prefident of His Majefty’s Council, and
Commander in Chief of this Ifland, chancellor ordinary and vice admiral of the fame,
the honourable the members of his Majelty’s Council and the Geéneral Affembly of
this Ifland, and by the authority of the fame, That any flave or flaves accufed of
murder, or any other felony or felonies, fhall be liable to be tried as a {lave, and
fhall be amenable and fubje& to-all the laws and ftatutes of this Ifland now in force
for regulating and directing the trial of flaves; notwithftanding any attempt to elude
the law by any deed ordeeds of manumiffion to the faid flave or flaves executed after
the commiffion of the faid murder, or any other felony or felonies of which the faid
flave or flaves fhall ftand charged with the commiffion.

And be it further enacied bjr the authority aforefaid, That all deeds of manumif-
fion of any flave or flaves, after the commiflion of any murder or other felony of
which the faid flave or flaves is or are accufed, and previous to the trial and acquittal

(18.) G of
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of the faid flave or flaves for the faid offence or offences, are and fhall be of no
effe@, and fhall be void to all intents and purpofes.
Read three times, and paffed the

General Afflembly unanimoufly,
the 14th day of February 18oq.

Read three times, and paffed the
Council unanimoufly, this 14th
day of February 180g.

os Dottin Hufbands, James Grafett,
D. Clerk of the Council. Aé&ing Clerk of the General Affembly.

Affented to by his Honour the Prefident on the 14th day of March 1809.
Jo* Dottin Hufbands, D. Sec.

Jobn Spooner.

DOMINICA ISLAND.
No. 10.

Ax ACT to regulate the manumitting of Slaves in this Illand, to impofe a
tax upen manumiflions, and to impofe a tax upon all free and manu-
mitted perfons coming to this Ifland. [ 16th June 1810.]

WHEREAS the A& of this Ifland, intituled ¢ An Act to impofe a further tax
on the manumiflion of flaves in this Ifland, and for other purpofes,™ has been found
inadequate to the purpofes for which it was pafled, and the provifions thereof have
been evaded, to the great detriment of the revenue of this Ifland ; we therefore,
Your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjetts, the Lieutenant-governor, Council and
Affembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifland of Dominica, humbly pray Your moft Ex-
cellent Majefty that it may be enaéted and ordained ;

Claufe 1{t. And beitand itis hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That on
the manumitting of all flaves born in this Ifland, or originally imported into this
Ifland from the coaft of Africa, or who fhall have been imported into the fame
under the age of ten years, there fhall be paid into the public treafury of this Ifland
the fum of fixteen pounds ten fhillings current money ; andthe treafurer, on payment
thereof, fhall fign a receipt at the foot of the inftrument manumitting the fame ; and
on the manumiffion of all other flaves not born in this Ifland, or not imported as
above mentioned, there fhall be paid the fum of thirty-three pounds in the manner
and form above prefcribed.

Claule 2d. And be it and it is hereby enated by the authority aforefaid, That
without fuchtreafurer’s receiptforthe payment of the tax herebyimpofed, the regifter
{hall not receive any fuch manumiflion to be recorded, nor fhall fuch manumiffion
be deemed good or effetual to manumit any flave or flaves: And in order to
afcertain fuch flaves as may be born in this Ifland, or originally imported into the
fame, or who may have been imported under the age of ten years,

Claufe 3d. Beit and it is hereby enalted by the authority aforefaid, That there
fhall be annexed to the faid manumiffion the following affidavit: < I, 4. B. make
¢ oath, that the {lave or flaves mentioned to be manumitted by me is or are a native
“ of this Ifland, or originally imported into this Ifland from the coaft of Africa, or
¢ was or were imported into the fame under the age of ten years, as thecafe may be;”
which oath any of the juftices of the court of common pleas of the faid Ifland, the
regifter or the deputy regifter, are hereby authorized and empowered to adminifter,
and for adminiftering the fame they fhall be entitled to receive from the party
making fuch affidavit the fum of fix thillings current money of the faid Ifland.

Claufe 4th. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
no perfon of colour coming from another Ifland or colony to this Hland fhall be
entitled to the privileges of free or manumitted perfons until the perfon fo coming

{hall
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{hall pay a tax of thirty-three fhillings into the public treafury of this Ifland (for
which the treafurer fhall give a receipt), and fhall record his or her manumiffion, or
an authenticated copy thereof, certified under the hand of the fecretary of the
Ifland where fuch manumiffion fhall have been recorded : Provided always, thatany
perfon who fhall have been born free, and fhall come to this Ifland, fhall lodge, to
be recorded in this Ifland, a certificate under the hand and feal of the governor or
commander in chief, or chief magiftrate of the Ifland or colony where fuch perfon
or perfons fhall have been born, or where fuch perfon fhall have laft refided,
purporting that fuch perfon is free ; and in default thereof, if fuch perfon or perfons
fhall produce two or more credible witnefles before one of the juftices of the court
of common pleas of the faid Ifland, or the regilter or his deputy, who fhall make
oath that they have known the faid perfon for the period of five years, and thatduring
that period he or fhe has pafled as a free perfon, or that the faid perfon was born
free, and the place of his or her nativity, then all fuch perfons, paying a tax of thirty-
three fhillings into the public treafury of this Ifland, fhall be entitled to the rights
and privileges of free perfons of colour, as enjoyed by them in this Ifland.

Claufe sth. And be it and it is hereby enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That
when any flave or flaves fhail be manumitted or diretted to be manumitted by any
laft will or teftament in writing duly executed, fuch flave or flaves fhall not be
deemed free, or entitled to the privileges of free perfons, until he, the, or they fhall
have been duly manumitted by the perfon or perfons charged with the execution of
fuch laft will and teftament, and the tax paid in manner and form herein-before
directed ; but the perfon or perfons charged with the execution of the faid laft will
or teftament fhall be obliged to {wear only to the beft of his knowledge and belief
as to the matters in the third claufe of this A& required to be verified.

Claufe 6th. And be it and it is hereby enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That
the At intituled ¢ An A to impofe a further tax on the manumiflion of {laves
in this Ifland, and for other purpofes,” fhall be and the fame is hereby repealed.

Jn® Y Hobfon, Speaker.

Pafled the Houle of Affembly this thirteenth day of May one thoufand eight
hundred and ten. Edw* H. Beech, Clk. of the Aflembly.

Pafled the Council this fixth day of June one thoufand eight hundred and ten.
E. G. Armatrading, Act Clerk of the Council

Affented to this fifteenth day of June one thoufand eight hundred and ten.
Edward [ Great Seal| Barnes.

Duly publifhed in the Town of Rofeau this fifteenth day of June one thoufand

eight hundred and ten. James Laing, P. M.
Recorded the 16th day of June one thoufand eight hundred and ten.
(A true Copy.) Dant Conftable, Act Reg?”.
No. 11.

AN ACT for alcertaining the number of White Perfons, Free Perfons of
Colour, and Slaves, in this Ifland. [19th February 1811.]

WHEREAS it is highly neceflary and expedient that the number of white per-
fons, free perfons of colour, and flaves in this Ifland fhould be known ; we’ there-
fore, your Majefty’s loyal and obedient fubjets, the Commander in Chief, the
Council and Aflembly of this Ifland of Dominica, do humbly pray your moft
Excellent Majefty that it may be enafted; and be it and it is hereby enacted by
the authority aforefaid, That the town-wardens for the town of Rofeau, and

the way-wardens for the refpective parifhes and diftrits, are hereby appointed.
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commiffioners for the faid town and their refpective parithes and diftricts, for per-

forming the duties herein-after direfted and required of them.
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And beit ena@ted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid conmiflionersare hereby
empowered and required to iffue their warrant in their refpective diftrits, within
thirty days after the publication of this A&, and on the fecond Tuefday in the month
of January in every fucceeding year, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be reco-

- vered in manner herein-after mentioned, directed to any conftable or white perfon

or free perfon of colour refident within their faid diftriéts, in the following‘
form ; viz. ¢ Dominica. By commiffioners appointed for afcertaining the number of
“¢ white perfons, free perfons of colour, and flaves in this Ifland. To

% You are hereby required and commanded
< immediately on the receipt hereof, to fummon all and every the inhabitants in the
K of to appear before us at

¢ on the day of in the year of our Lord one
¢¢ thoufand eight hundred and then and there to deliver in on oath

< and in writing a correét lift of his, her, or their families and {laves, both olfl and
« young, with their names ; as alfo a feparate lift of the runaway flaves, [pecifying
< their names, ages, fexes, and the time they may have been abfent. ~Given under
« our hands and feals this day of

“ in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and

And any conftable or other white perfon, or free perfon of colour, who fhall execute
fuch warrant, fhall be entitled t o receive the fame for, and fhall be paid in the fame
manner, as conftables are dire€ted to be paid for fummoning the inhabitants under
the Way-Warden Aét of this Ifland ; and if they fhall neglect or refule to periorm the
duty above enjoined by this A&, they fhall be {ubjetand liable to the fame penal-
ties and forfeitures to which conftables are liable tor neglecting the duties enjoined
them by any other A& of this Ifland.

And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in cale the commif*
fioners fhall deem it neceflary for the more effeCtually executing the duties
hereby prefcribed to them, they are further authorized and required to fummon
all managers, overfeers, and others, to whom the truth may be known, to attend
at fuch time and place as the commiflioners may appoint, to be examined on
oath regarding the number of flaves belonging to any individual, or attached to any
eftate, or any other matter relative to the duties prefcribed to the faid commiffioners ;
and the perfons fo fummoned fhall be liable to attend the faid commiffioners under
the penalty of five pounds, to be levied by a warrant under the hands of the faid
commiflioners, as other penalties are dire¢ted to be levied under this Act.

33
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And be it enatted by the authority aforefaid, That any white perfon or free
perfon of colour, or any attorney, manager, {uperintendent, or other perfon having
charge or direction of any {lave or flaves, who fhall neglect or refufe, after having
been duly fummoned as aforefaid, and proof thereof having been made on oath
by the perfon ferving the warrant, to appear before the faid commiffioners, or
fome or one of them, at the place and time by them appointed, and then and
there to deliver in on oath and in writing (which oath the faid commiffioners
or any of them are hereby authorized and required to adminifter) a full and
correét account of all of his, her, or their families, fervants, and flaves, and all
flaves under their direttion, management or fuperintendence, with the names
of all fuch families, fervants, and flaves, and alfo a feparate lift of the runaway
flaves, fpecifying their names, ages, fexes, and the time they may have been
abfent ; fuch white perfon or free perfon of colour, or fuch attorney, manager,
or fuperintendent, fhall be fined in the fum of fifty pounds, to be immediately
levied in the manner herein-afterdiretted ; and in cafe fuch white perfon, free
perfon of colour, attorney, manager, or fuperintendent, fhall continue to negleét
or refufe to deliver in fuch account of his, her, or their families and flaves, and
thofe under their direftions or management, and alfo a feparate lift of the run-
away flaves as aforefaid, the commiffioners fhall caufe them to be again fum-
moned as herein-before direfted, and fhall again levy the faid penalty, and fo
on, until the perfon fo negleting or refufing fhall have delivered to-the com-
miflioners, or fome or one.of them, the account and lift Herein direéted; and
fuch penalty may be levied cither on the proper goods or chattels of the

perfon
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perfon negleéting or refufing, or-on any flaves under his, her,or their direc- D@®MINICA.
tion, management, or fuperintendence, which fhall not have been returned to ———
the faid commiilioners. .

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners, in taking Ciaufe sth,
the faid account and lift, in making their return fhall make ufe of the following
form. '

NUMBER of White Perfons, Free Perfons of Colour, and Slaves in the

of taken in conformity to the A&

for afcertaining the number of white perfons, free perfons of colour, and
flaves in this Ifland.

Names of Proprietors, White Perfons. Free Perfons of Colour. Slaves. Runayway Slaves.
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And whereas many perfons have heretofore made returns of the families and Preamble.

flaves to the commiflioners for other parifhes and diftrits than thofe in which

fuch flaves are generally employed, be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, That Claufe 6th.
all perfons fhall deliver unto the faid commiffioners for the diftri¢t or parith in

which fuch flave or flaves are generally employed, fuch complete lifts of his, her,

or their families and {laves as are herein direted, and in no other parifh or diftrit,

under the fame penalty as if he, the, or they had not delivered in any fuch lift or

return.

And whereas, from many perfons having lands and negroes in different parifhes, Preamble.
they make feparate returns of their families and flaves in thefe different parithes,
whereby they are enabled to evade the provifions of the militia a&, which orders
that all perfons fhall enrol themfelves and do duty in the regiment or company of

the parifh in which they generally refide; be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, Claufe 7th.
That the commiffioners appointed under this A& are hereby directed and required
to tender to every white man and free man of colour the following oath : <1, 4. B.
¢ do make oath, that my refidence, and that of [all or, fuch part, as the cafe
“ may be] the male part of my family named in my return thereof, is in the parith
tof So help me God.” And the commiflioners for each
parifh or diftrit are hereby defired and required, within thirty days after taking
fuch oath, to return to the officer commanding the militia in {uch parith or diftrict
(x8.) H the




DOMINICA.

Preamble.

Claufe 8th.

Claufe gth.

Claufe 10th.

Claufe rth.

Claufe 12th.

{350 9

the names of all white men and free men of colour who fhall have fworn to their
general refidence in the parifh or diftri€t for which fuch commiffioners a& ; and
fuch return fhall be fufficient authority to the officer commanding the militia in
fuch parith or diftriét to compel the enrolment and attendance to militia duty, in
that parith or diftri&, of fuch white man or free perfon of colour, according to the
provifions of the militia act.

And whereas many negroes and people of colour claim to be free, who either
have not been manumitted, or have not complied with the law of this Ifland
impofing a tax on manumiffions, and ordering the fame to be recorded, whereby
the colony is not only deprived of the taxes thereby payable, but fuch perfons,
from fometimes paffing for {laves, and at other times as free perfons, bear no part
of the public burden, or do any duty as militiamen ; be it enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That the commiffioners are hereby authorized and required to call upon
all negroes and people of colour claiming to be free in confequence of manu-
miflions to produce to the commiffioners their manumiffions; and the faid
commiffioners fhall return to the treafurer the names of all negroes and people of
colour within their refpeétive diftrits claiming to have been manumitted, whofe
manumiffions fhall not have been recorded according to the laws of this Ifland, as
alfo of all fuch negroes and people of colour who fhall negleét to produce their
manumiflions to the commiffioners as aforefaid.

And be it enadted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiflioners are hereby
authorized and empowered to levy the penalties impefed by the third and fourth
claufes of this A&, by iffuing their warrant and warrants under their hands and
feals, directed to the provolt marfhal, in the nature of an execution out of the
court of common pleas ; which warrant and warrants the faid provoft marfhal fhall
and he is hereby diretted and required to execute in due manner, and to pay the
faid fine and fines immediately into the public treafury for the public ufes of the
«colony.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners fhall
annex to the returns to be made by them to the trealurer a certificate that they
have aétually fworn the white perfons and free perfons of colour named in their
return to the truth of the account given in by them ; and the treafurer is further
required not to receive any return unlefs it be accompanied by fuch certificate.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cale any of the commif-
{ioners named in this A¢t fhall negleét or refufe to execute the fame, by making
{uch return to the treafurer, or levying the penalties herein-before directed, within
thirty days from the publication of this A&, and within thirty days after the days
prefcribed by the fecond claufe of this A& for the taking of the cenfus, the
treafurer is hereby direfted and required to return the names of fuch commiffioners
to the chief or any affiftant juftice of the court of common pleas, who is hereby
diretied to iffue his warrant to the marfhal to levy the fum of fifty pounds on
fuch commiffioner or commiflioners ; and in cafe they fhall continue to negleét
giving in the return as above directed for other thirty days, the treafurer is
hereby required to proceed to have the fame penalty levied as above ; and fo on,
at the expiration of every thirty days fucceeding, until the return be given in.

And be it enalted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners for the
parith of Saint Andrew, Eaft Divifion, fhall include in their returns for that
parith the lift of white perfons, free perfons of colour, and flaves, refiding on or
being attached to the plantation known by the name of Parma Place, fitnate on
the north boundary of the parith of Saint David, and alfo a feparate lift of the
runaway {laves, fpecifying their names, ages, fexes, and the time they may have
been abfent from the faid plantation, and proceed in all matters relating thereto
in the fame manner and form required of the commiffioners for their refpetive
parithes ; and the faid plantation fhall not be included in the returns of the com-
miffioners for Saint David, who fhall in nowife interfere in the return for that
plantation, but confine themfelves, in making out their cenfus, to the plantation
fituated to the fouthward thereof,

And
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And be it énafted by the authority aforefaid, That two hundred copies of this
A& fhall be printed with all Ipeed, and diftributed among the commiffioners by
the treafurer, who is hereby authorized to agree for and pay for the printing of
the fame out of the public treafury.

John Gordon, (Spéaker.)

Paffed the Houfe of Affembly this thirteenth day of February one thoufand

eight hundred and eleven. Eduw? H. Beech, Clk. of Affembly.
Paffed the Council this fourteenth day of February one thoufand eight

hundred and eleven. Dadn* Confiable, A& Clk. of the Council.
Affented to this nineteenth day of February one thoufand eight hundred and

eleven, Edward (Great Seal) Barnes.
Duly publifhed in the town of Rofeau this nineteenth day of February one

thoufand eight hundred and eleven. James Laing, P. M. G.
(A true Copy.) E. L. Armatrading, A&e Regr.

JAMAICA ISLAND.
No. 12.

Anx ACT to authorize and empower the Commander in Chief for the
time being to canfe parties to be raifed and fitted out for fupprefling any
Rebellion, and for going in purluit of and reducing runaway Slaves.

[29th October 186%.]

WHEREAS the public peace and fafety of this Ifland require that fufficient
power and authority fhould be vefted in the governor, lieutenant-governor, or
commander in chief, to caufe parties to be raifed for the immediate fuppreflion of
rebellions or rebellious confpiracies, or any dangerous affemblage of runaway
flaves, without declaring martial law, which cannot be declared without man
and great inconveniences to this Ifland in general, and ought not to be declared
but 1n cafes of the moft urgent neceffity : We Your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal
{ubjects, the Aflembly of this your Majefty’s Ifland of Jamaica, humbly befeech
your Majefty that it may be enaéted ; be it therefore enafled by the Lieutenant-
governor, Council and Aflembly of this your Majefty’s faid Ifland, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after the paffing
of this A¢t it may and fhall be lawful for the governor, lieutenant-governor, or
commander in chief of this Ifland for the Time being, and he is hereby authorized
and empowered, whenever, from application made or information received, he fhall
judge the fame to be expedient and neceffary, to order and dirett the commanding
officer of any regiment or battalion of militia to raife and fit out fuch and fo many
parties, compofed of perfons ferving in the militia of the parith or precinét wherein
fuch officer fhall command, as the faid commander in chief fhall think requifite and
appoint for the fuppreflion of any rebellion or rebellious confpiracy, or the taking
and bringing in or deftroying any fuch runaway flaves as may be aflembled or
{fuppofed to be aflembled within or in the neighbourhood of fuch parifh ; which
party or parties fhall be well and fufficiently provided with good arms, accou-
trements, and ammunition, fuch as the officers commanding the refpeétive parties
thall approve of.

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe the rebellion

fhall at any time be {o extenfive, or the affemblage or affemblages of runaway

flaves be fo numerous, that the governor, lieutenant-governor, or commander in

chief fhall judge that the parties which may or can be raifed and fitted out in

any one parith will not be {ufficient and able to fupprefs fuch rebellion, or to rec}uc;
uc
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fuch runaway flaves, it may and fhall be lawful for fuch governor, licutenant-
governar, or commander in chief to dire€t and order the commanding officers, of
the regiments or battalions of militia of fuchand fo many of the parifhes adjoining
to that wherein the rebellion fhall exift, or fuch runaway flaves be affembled, as he
fhall think proper, alfo to raife and fit out fuch and fo many parties in the manner
aforefaid, as the public exigency fhall appear to him to require.

3d. And be it further enaéed by the authority aforefaid, That it may and fhall
be Tawful for the governor, lieutenant-governor or commander in chief for the time
being, during the a&ual exiftence of any rebellion or affociation of runaway or
other flaves for rebellious purpofes, to order fuch drafts from any other regiments
of horfe or foot in this Ifland to be fent in aid of fuch parties, fo raifed and fitted out
as aforefaid, as fhall be neceffary.

4th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That all fuch good and
able men of free condition as fhall offer themfelves as volunteers, and enlift for
the fervice aforefaid, fhall be entitled to and receive a bounty not exceeding the
fum of ten pounds each, as fhall be regulated by the commander in chief in general
orders, to be paid immediately after the conclufion of fuch fervice by the receiver-
general, under the authority of the warrant of the governor, licutenant-governor,
or commander in chief, which he is hereby empowered to grant upon a certificate
being produced to him, fworn to by the officer commanding the party in which
fuch volunteer fhall have ferved, and counterfigned by the commanding officer of
the regiment or battalion of the parifh from whence fuch party was fitted out, over
and above the pay and other encouragements by this A herein-after mentioned and
declared.

sth. And whereas, for the more effeétually carryinginto execution feveral of the
purpofes of this A&, it is neceflary that certain commiffioners fhould be ap-
pointed in every parifh of this Ifland ; be it enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That for effecting the purpofes of this A¢t the following perfons fhall be and
they are hereby conftituted and appointed commiffioners ; that is to fay, the
members of the affembly for the time being, the cuftos or fenior magiftrate of each
and every parifh in this Ifland, and in and for the parifh of St. George, Robert
Gray (of Pigeon Hill) Alexander Park and Benjamin Crofsley; for the parifh of
Vere, Thomas Alprefs Priddie, James Mitchell, Alexander Schaw, and John
Kennedy; for the parifh of Saint Dorothy, Samuel Queneborough, David
Gardiner and William Jackfon ; for the parith of St. John, John Quier, Peter
Douglas, and John Grant ; for the parifh of Saint Thomas in the Vale, Francis
Graham, Heétor M‘Kay, Thomas Rofiiter, and Robert William Harris ; for the
parifh of Saint James, William Murray, George Watfon and George Lawrence ;
for the parifh of Trelawny, John Black, James Campbell, Alexander Edgar, and
William Baker Utten ; for the parifh of Hanover, Alexander Campbell (of Copfe,)
Dugald Campbell and George Malcolm ; for the parith of Weftmorland, James
Colquhoun Granr, James Mackintofh and James Brown ; for the parith of Saint
Elizabeth, John White, David Shakefpeare and William Kellitt Hewitt; for the
parith of Clarendon, Williams Smith, William Pufey Hayle and James Bedward 3
for the parifh of Saint Thomas in the Eaft, Nathaniel Auguftus Grant, Robert
Logan, George Panton and John Kelly ; for the parith of Saint Andrew, Alexan-
der Ector, John Morrifon and James Waddell; for the parifh of Port Royal,
Samuel Whitehorne Barnet, Leonard Wray and Alexander M‘Larty ; for the
parifh of Portland, Thomas Oakley fenior, Robert Mein and James Colthirft
Colthirft ; for the parith of Saint Ann, James Newly, George Cruickfhank, Henry
Afhmeade, and Charles Steer ; for the parith of Saint David, Jofeph Delpratt,
William Weir, and James Ouchterlony; for the parith of Kingfton, George
Kinghorn, William Taylor and James Inglis ; for the parifh of Saint Catherine,
George Howel, James Stewart, Francis Smith, William Cruickfhank and William
Ramfay; for the parifh of Saint Mary, Jofeph Green, Henry Cox and James
Kidfton ; and any other three perfonsrefident in any parifh, from time to time to
be appointed by the commander in chief for the time being; which faid com-

miflioners
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miffioners fhall have full power and authority ' to procure all fuch neceflaty’

provifions, and other requifite articles, for the ufe of any party or parties raifed
and to befent out as aforefaid, as to the faid commiiﬁoncrs thall feem expedient.

6th. And be it further ena&ed, That the faid commiflioners or any two of
them be hereby authorized and empowered to contra&t with any butcher or
butchers for frefh beef, and with any other perfon or perfons whatfoever for all
fuch other articles as fhall be neceffary for the comfortable fubfiftence and a¢-
commodation of the parties to be fent out under the authority of this A&, and
alfo of any other body of militia or regular white troops, whenever on a&ual
fervice againft an enemy : And that in cafe the faid commiffioners fhall find it
impraéticable at any time to provide by contraét for the militia or regular white
troops, or the parties aforefaid, when aually employed, they or any two of
them are hereby empowered to iffue warrants, authorizing fuch perfon 6r perfous
as they fhall think proper to prefs cattle, and other provifions or matters, for
the accommodation of the militia and regular white troops, and the parties as
aforefaid, when on actual fervice againlt an enemy : Provided, that nothing
herein contained fhall in anywife defeat or interfere with any contraét entered

into or to be entered into for the fubfiftence of His Majefty’s troops quartered
in this Ifland. #

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it may and fhall
be lawful for the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, under the order of the
commander in chief for the time being, to raife fuch a number of negro or other
flaves, for arms or baggage, as to them may appear neceflary, to be fent out with
any party raifed and fitted out under the authority of this A& : Provided always,
that the number of the flaves which fhall be required from the feveral and refpec-
tive eftates or individuals in any parith or diftri& of a parifh, {hall be in pro-
portion to the whole number belonging to fuch eftate or individual.

8th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That it may and fhall
be lawful for the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, at any time when the
militia of this Ifland, or any part thereof, or any of His Majefty’s regular white
troops, are employed in actual fervice againft an enemy, Or any party or parties
are railed and actually fent out under the authority of this A&, rto hire, orin cafe

that fhould not be practicable, to prefs fuch flaves, horfes, mules, draught cattle, -

carts, wains, or waggons as the public fervice fhall require, in the manner herein-
after direted, and obferving the equitable proportion with refpect to the properties
and individuals before mentioned.

gth. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That the faid commif:
fioners, or any two of them, fhall caufe notice to be given, by warrant under their
hands and feals, at each eftate, or to each individual, in the refpeétive parifh or
diftrict of any parifh, of the particular proportion of fhotand baggage-flaves, horfes,
mules, draught cattle, carts, wains or waggons, as they are fo required to fend as
aforefaid ; and the fhowing of the warrant to the mafter, owner, or any. other
perfon who fhall have the care or charge of fuch eltates, or of any number of
flaves, horfes, mules, draught cattle, carts, wains, or waggons, fhall be held and
taken for fufficient notice.

1oth. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes where
a mafter, owner, or overfeer, or other perfon intrufted with the care or charge of
any plantation or fettlement, or of any number of flaves, horfes, mules, draught
cattle, carts, wains or waggons, fhall, on notice given, refufe or neglet to fend the
proportion of good and able flaves, or of horfes, mules, draught cattle, carts,
wains, or waggons required, fuch as fhall be approved of by the faid commiffioners,
every perfon fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds ; but if it
fhall appear that fuch default did not happen through the diretion of the mafter
or owner, but by refufal or neglect of the overfeer, in fuch cafe the overfeer or
perfon intrufted fhall be liable to fuch penalty.

1eth. And be it further enacted, That upon every fuch negle® or refufal as
aforefaid, it may and fhall be'lawful for the faid commifiioners or any two of

(18.) I them
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JAMAICA. ‘them to.authorize, by. warrant under their hands and feals, the imprefling and
taking the number of good and able flaves, agd of ferviceable horfés-,_mules,
draught. cattle, carts, wains, or waggons, which fhall tlave been required: as:
aforefaid : Provided always, that no chief boiler, head driver, or tradefman fhall
‘be fo imprefled.
Commifioners may  poth, And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe at any
hire, or on neceflity ;o when the militia, of this Ifland, or any part thereof, or any of His Majefty’s
fl:n-pl'efﬂ boats,whel_‘- q inft X o i
ries, &c. for public regular white troops, fhall be. actually employed againft an enemy, the commi
fervice. {fioners aforefaid fhould find it neceflary to employ any wherry, boat, or other:
veflel, it may and fhall be lawful for the. faid commiflicners to hire fuch wherry,
boat, or other veflel ; and in cafe this fhall not be in their power, to authorize, by
warrant under their hands and feals, the imprefling and taking fuch wherries,
boats, or veflels which the public {ervice may require.

Provifo.

Officers command-  13th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the officer

ing parties on ex- commanding any party railed and fent out by virtue of this At be and he is

igency may mmprefs hereby empowered (provided that, from the fhortnefs of time, or other exigency

cai:{:?g‘z:i?il:t‘ic' of the cafe, he cannot be or is not furnifhed by the commiflioners aforefaid

fhm.ff tothe  with fuch carts, wains, waggons or other carriages, draught cattle, mules or:

owners ; horles, as the nature of the fervice may immediately require,) to imprefs, in the

moft equitable manner that he can, all fuch carriages, cattle, mules and horfes

as: aforefaid, of which there fhall be immediate need ; which commanding officer

is hereby required, (under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect

or refufal, to be recovered in a fummary way before any juftice of the peace of

the parifh where fuch imprefs is made, which penalty fhall be to the ufe of the

owner of any fuch impreffed article or articles,) to give cernficates of the waggons,

wains, carts and other carriages, draught cattle, mulés and horles, by him fo im-

prefled, therein exprefling the time when they were employed in fucly fervice, as:

b . alfo any hurt or accident that may have happened to the fame, to the end that
who are (o receive . s . . .

compenfation; to be the owner thereof may receive realonable fatisfaction; the amount of which. hire

afcertained. and damages fhall be regulated and afcertained by any two of the commiffioners

aforefaid, who fhall atteft the fame under their hands, in the manner herein-

after directed.

Sl?i"‘??‘li‘.’nbz "“‘I”'?iit 14th. And whereas {laves ferving in fuch parties as may be fitted out under the
:gle;’ [lh:ir ::viz;, authority of this A& may be; killed or difabled ; be it enacted by the authority
to receive adequate aforefaid, Thar all and every fuch flave or flaves who fhall be employed in fach
compenfation ; parties, fhall previous thereto be valued and appraifed by the faid commiffioners,
or any two: perfons to be appointed by them, and that fuch valuation fhall not
exceed the fum of two hundred pounds: And in cale any flave or flaves fhall be
killed, the maiter or owner of fuch flave or {flaves fhall receive for every flave fo
killed the fum at which the faid flave fhall have been valued : And in cale any
fuch flave or flaves fhall be difabled by lofs. of limb, the mafter or owner of fuch
flave or flaves fhall receive fuch fum as fhall appear to be the difference in the value
of fuch {flave or flaves, at the time of being valued as aforefaid, and upon a revalua-
tion to be made by the faid commiffieners, after fuch flave or flaves fhall become

EbCpaid by fo difabled as aforefaid ; which faid feveral fums the receiver general for the time

receiver general, on . 2 ; 4 Son
pmdu&ign of cer. being fhall and he is hereby directed and required to pay out of any monies in his

tifieate: - hands unappropriated, unto the mafter or owner of every fuch flave or flaves fo
killed or difabled as aforefaid, on a certificate being produced to him, under the

hand' of the commanding or fenior officer of the party to which fuch flave or flaves

e belbnge@, that fuch flave or flaves was or were fo killed or difabled in the party
S SEliaad c‘l’atf‘r under his command, or of which' he' was fenior officer : And in cafe the faid re-
ceiver general fhall' not have in his hands money fufficient to anfwer fuch purpofe,

he is hereby authorized and empowered to certify on the back of fuch certificate,

that the holder or holders thereof: fhall Be entitled to receive, out of the public

treafury of this Ifland, the fum- therein mentioned; with intereft from- the dates

thereof refpectively, at fix pounds per: centum’ per annum ; and' fuch’ certificate

thall be received in payment of all duties and public taxes whatfoever, the revenue

duties excepted : Provided neverthelefs, that.if any flaves, horfts, mules, or cattle

die
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die; or. are loft in the fervice, and are paid for by the public, inall cafes no hire
fhall be: allowed ; and the value of thie: horfes and mules fhall be eftimated at a
fum not exceeding forty pounds refpectively, and for cattle per hiead, at a fum
not exceeding thirty pounds.

.15th. And be it further enaled by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe dny
Indian, free perfon of colour, or free negro, who fhall have enlifted as a voluntéer,
or have-been drafted from the militia, to ferve in any party raifed and fitted out
by virtue of this A&, fhall in any action be difabled or killed, each perfon fo
difabled, or the family of each fo killed, fhall be entitled to the fame provifion,
fubjett to the fame conditions; as is allowed to free perfons of colour and free
negroes by an Aét of this Ifland, pafled on the twenty-fecond day of December
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-five, intituled ¢ An A& to make pro-
vifion: for the families of fuch free people of colour and free negroes enrolled in
the militia, as fhall be killed or difabled in the public [ervice.””

16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the command-
ing officer of every party fitted out under this A¢t fhall have and receive for his
pay twenty fhillings per day ; each other commiffioned officer, fifteen fhillings per
day 3 each non-commiffioned officer, feven fhillings and fixpence per day; each
private white man, five fhillings per day; and each free Indian, mulatto, and
negro, five fhillings per day ; and that fuch flave intrufted with arms, or carrying
baggage on fuch party, fhall receive three fhillings and four-pence per day;
which pay for faid {laves fhall be paid to the owner or proprictor, his or her agent
or reprefentative, for the hire of every fuch flave as fhall ferve in any party
as aforefaid.

17th. And be it enacted, That the refpetive pay as aforefaid to fuch officers,
white men and others, as fhall be raifed as aforefaid, or imprefled to go out in
any party as directed by this A¢t, fhall commence from the day on which they
fhall be actually employed in that fervice, and continue until they are difcharged,
and no longer ; and fhall be paid to the commanding officer of every fuch party
by the receiver general, out of any public money in his hands; which faid com-
manding officer is hereby required to diftribute the fame to the feveral officers,
non-commiffioned officers, and men of fuch party, at the feveral rates before de-
clared : Provided always, that the commanding officer of every fuch party fhall,
before the receipt of fuch pay as aforefaid, deliver to the receiver general a mufter
roll; upon oathy of the officers and private men, and of the flaves bearing arms
or baggage, in atual fervice under his command, in f{uch party; which faid
mufter roll, with the commanding officer’s receipt thereon, fhall be a good and
fuflicient voucher and authority to the receiver general for the payment of the
money exprefled therein.

18th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That over and above
the: pay herein-before allowed to the parties fent out under the authority of this
Aty each party fhall have and reccive the fum of fifteen pounds, and no:more,
for every rebellious negro, mulatto, or other flave they [hall kill ; and the fum
of twenty pounds, and no more, for every fuch rebellious {lave as they fhall take
and bring in alive; and for every runaway flave above the age of fourteen years,
the fum of ten pounds, and no more ; and forty fhillings for every negro, mulatto,
or other boy or girl, under fourteen years of age, which fuch party fhall bring, in
alive ; which faid reward or rewards fhall be paid to the commanding officer of
fuch party by the receiver general, out of any public money in his hands unappro-
priated, upon an affidavit of fuch commanding, officer being produced; to him,
attefted in the manner herein-after direéted; that the flave or flaves, for the killing
or taking of whom he claims fuch reward or rewards, was or were killed or taken
by the party under his command : Provided always, that when any party, fhall
kill any rebellious flave, the: commanding officer, or any two other officers of fuch

party, fhall be obliged, and are hereby direéted, to view the body of fuch flave

fo killed, and to certify under his or their hand or hands, and on oath, the age,
uality, fex and mark of fuch flave which hath been killed, and to produce per-
fonally all fuch flaves as have been taken prifoners, to the commiffioners, or any
WO
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two of them, appointed by this At as aforefaid, for the parith from whence
fuch party was fent out, who in fuch cafe are hereby empowered and directed
to atteft the affidavit of the commanding officer of fuch party as aforefaid, and
not otherwife.

rgth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in order to
prevent any difputes that mighr arife about dividing the reward or rewards as
aforefaid, the commanding officer of every fuch party as aforefaid fhall be autho-
rized, and he is hereby direéted to diftribute one-fixth part of all fuch rewards,
in equal fhares, amonglt the commiffioned officers of fuch party, and the re-
maining five parts amongit the non-commiffioned officers and privates, and the
flaves bearing arms or baggage, ferving in fuch party, in the proportion of one-third
lefs o each fuch flave than to the faid non-commiffioned officers and privates
(being free men) of fuch party; which fhare of the rewards as aforefaid,
hereby allotted for fuch flaves, fhall be paid to fuch flaves themfelves for their
own private ufle and particular encouragement, and not to their owners or
proprietors. :

2oth. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That all flaves,
whether rebellious or only runaway, who fhall be taken by any party fent out as
aforefaid, and brought in alive by them to the commiffioners appointed as afore-
faid by this A&, fhall be committed by them, or fome one of them, to the gaol
of the parifh for which fuch commiffioners fhall he appointed ; and in cale there
thould be no gaol in fuch parifh, to the goal of the preciné or of the county in
which fuch parifh fhall be fituated ; and the keeper of fuch gaol, or the deputy
marfhal, fhall be and he is hereby required, under the penalty of twenty pounds,
to receive and detain in fafe cuftody every fuch rebellious or runaway {lave, until
fuch flave fhall be delivered by due courlfe of law.

21ft. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That all officers
and men ferving on any party raifed and fent out under the authority of this
Adl, fhall be tried for all crimes and mifdemeanors by them done or com-
mitted while they are employed in fuch lervice ; widelicet, all commiflioned
officers by a general court-martial, and all private men, according to the nature
of their offence, by a general or regimental court-martial, to be refpectively
appointed by commiffion from the governor, lieutenant-governor, or commander
in chief for the time being, according to the rules and artidles of war that

fhall then be in force; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwith=
{tanding. '

22d. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every officer
or private man in the militia of this Ifland who fhall be drafted out as - afore-
faid by order of the governor, licutenant-governor, or commander in chicf
for the time being, or rhe commanding officer of the militia in the diftri& to
which he or they belong, and fhall refufe or neglect to repair to his colours,
march, or obey fuch other orders as he fhall receive from his {uperior officer,
fhall, if an officer, be tried by a general court-martial, and if a private man,
by a regimental court-martial, for fuch his difobedience or negledt, according
to the rules and articles of war herein-before mentioned.

23d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all orders and
commands which fhall or may be given, in refpet to military arrangements,
regulations, or purpofes, by any officer acting as a general officer on the {taff,
by commiffion under the hand and feal, or by the appointment of the commander
in chief (which commiffion is hereby exempted from any ftamp or other duty),
whenever, in time of any public neceffity, the governor, lieutenant-governor, or
commander in chief for the time being fhall find it expedient for the public
fervice to make fuch appointment, fhall be obeyed and complied with, according
to the exigency thereof, by all perfons fubjeét and liable to military commangd

and fubordmation, within the diftrict wherein fuch general officer fhall be appoint-
ed to command.

24th. And
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g4th. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That the provolit
marfhal general of this Ifland, or any of his deputies, fhall not on any pretence
whatfoever prefume to take or arreft any of the officers or men, or the flaves,
cmployed in any party by virtue of this Aé, or within thirty days after they
and each of them are refpeively difcharged, nor in the time of his going to or
coming from the place of duty or rendezvous of fuch party, under the penalty
of fifty pounds, and of being further liable to an a&ion of falfe imprifonment ;
and in cafe of any fuch arreft, it may and (hall be lawful for any one of His
Majefty’s juftices of the peace for the parith where fuch perfon or perfons fhall
be arrefted, and fuch juftice is hereby required, immediately 1o releafe him or
them from fuch imprifonment. i

25th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the commif-
fioners appointed as aforefaid, in the feveral and refpedtive parithes of this Ifland,
for carrying into effe® the purpoles of this A&, fhall be and they are hereby
directed and required to atteft under their hands all purchales, contradls, bar-
gains, agreements, accounts, demands, certificates, and vouchers for all matters
and things which by this A& they are authorized and enjoined to tranfaét ; and
the fame being verified by the refpetive claimants on oath fhall be laid
before the commiflioners appointed or to be appointed by law for ftating and
fettling the public accounts, in order to their being examined and audited by them
in the manner next hereinafter mentioned and directed.

26th. And whereas many accounts, charges, and demands may accrue againft
the public of this Ifland, in confequence of meafures to be taken by virtue of this
A& for reducing rebellious and runaway {laves, and which it is juft and fit fhould
be liquidated and fettled ; be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That the com-
miflioners appointed or to be appointed by law for {tating and fettling the public
accounts, fhall be and they are hereby authorized and empowered to audit all
fuch accounts, charges, and demands which fhall have fo accrued, and have
been prefented to or laid before them, at any time previous to the next meeting
of the aflembly thereafter ; and to grant certificates, bearing intereft at and after
the rate of fix pounds per centum per annum, figned by any two of the faid
commiffioners laft-mentioned, and counterfigned by the receiver general, for the
refpeétive fums for which the fame fhall be paffed ; and which faid certificates
fhall be taken in payment of all public duties and taxes whatever, the revenue
duties excepted.

27th. And it is hereby declared, That this or any future affembly will indem-
nify and fave harmlefs the commiffioners appointed as aforefaid for effecting the
feveral purpofes of this A&, from any perfonal refponfibility which may lie upon
them, or any of them, by reafon of any engagements which they or any of them
fhall have boné fide made for the public fervice, according to the true intent and
meaning of this A¢t. -

28th. And be it hereby ena&ed and declared,That the aftions, tranfactions, and
proceedings of any two of the commiffioners herein appointed or to be appointed as
aforefaid, fhall, for carrying into effet the purpofes of this Aé, be held and con-

fidered as good and valid as if the fame had been the a¢t and acts of the whole of
them.

agth. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That every com-
manding officer of a regiment or battalion, every officer commanding a party,
every commiffioner aforefaid, and every jultice of the peace, who fhall refufe or
neglet to do his or their duty in any matter or thing required of him or them
by this Aét, fhall refpectively for every offence forfeit the fum of fifty pounds.

3oth. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That nothing herein

contained is meant or intended to do away any power granted by the militia law,

now or hereafter to be in force, enabling colonels or commanding officers of the

feveral diftri€ts to order a mufter on any fudden emergency or alarm,and to take

fuch other {teps for public fecurity

fhall feem abfolutely neceffary and proper.
K

(18.) 31ft. And

as to him the faid colonel or commanding officer
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JAMAICA. sift. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That all penalties in
' this A& mentioned, not exceeding twenty pounds, and not declared how they fhall
How penalties ate  he recovered, fhall be recovered before any of His Majefty’s juftices of the peace of
toberecovered b barifh or preciné wherein the offence fhall have been committed, who is hereby
authorized and empowered to iffue his warrant to fummon the party or parties
complained of before him, and on convition to enforce payment of the forfeiture
or penalty, by warrant for diftraining on the offender’s goods and chattels, directed
to the provoft marfhal or any of his lawful deputies, or to the conftable or
conftables of fuch parith or precin@, which penalties fhall be paid into the hands
of the party or parties complaining; and that all penalties exceeding twenty
pounds fhall be recovered in the fupreme court of judicature, or in the courts of
affize in this Ifland, wherein no efloin, protettion, imparlance, wager of law,
antl applied. non wult ulterius profequi, or injunétion, fhall be entered or allowed; one haif
whereof fhall be to the informer, or him or them who fhall fue for the fame, and
the other half be paid to the receiver general, for and towards fupporting the con-
tingent charges of the government of this Ifland ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the
contrary notwithftanding.

Indemnity to 32d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon or
public agents. perfons by whom any thing is required to be done by this A¢ fhail at any time be

fued or profecuted for any fuch thing done and executed in purfuance and under
General iffue. the authority of this A&, the defendant or defendants may plead the general iffue

“ not guilty,” and give this At and the fpecial matter in evidence at any trial to
be had thereupon, and that the fame was had in purfuance and under the autho-
rity of this A¢t ; and if the fame fhall appear to have been fo done, that the jury
fhall find a verdict for the defendant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs
fhall become nonfuited, or {uffer a difcontinuance of his, her, or their ation, or if
a verdi® fthall pals againft the plaintiff’ or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants

Treble cofts. fhall have treble cofts, and have the like remedy for the fame as any defendant or
defendants hath or have for cofts in any other cafes by law,

No. 13.

An ACT for providing a Maintenance for People of free condition con-
fined for debt, and Slaves confined in the county gaols of this Ifland.
[28th November 1807.]

Preawbie, WHEREAS the A&s granting allowances to debtors of free condition and
{laves confined in the gaols of this lfland require amendment : May it pleafe Your
26. 6d. per diem for Majefty that it may be enafted ; be it thercfore enalted by the Lieutenant-
:;?;“mtffgi‘;":ac;"i)gf governor, Council, and Aflembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifland of Jamaica, and i¢
fon of free coudition 15 hereby enalted by the authority of the fame, That from and after the pafling
¢onfined for debt in of this A, there fhall be allowed to every perfon of free condition confined for
_tillle gz,atﬂ?r of this debt in any gaol of this Ifland, the fum of two fhillings and fixpence per diem for
lw ::k ;f:r ?1 aﬁ‘fesP:‘; maintenance ; and that there fhall be allowed and paid by the week, for fubfiftence
S e to eyery negro and other {lave confined in any of the county gaols of this Ifland, the
fum of five fhillings, by the keeper of the faid refpetive gaols, under the penalty,
on every fuch gaol-keeper, for every neglet or refufal, of ten pounds, to be
- recovered in a fummary manner before any two magiltrates of the parifh or
precinét wherein fuch deputy marthal fhall negleé or refufe to pay fuch allowances
Provifo. as aforefaid : Provided neverthelefs, and the {aid gaol-keeper is hereby required,
under the like penalty, to be recovered in manner aforefaid, to furnifh and fupply
every fuch debtor or flave as aforefaid, being fick, with fuch neceffaries as the
phyfician or furgeon having the medical {uperintendence of fuch gaol fhall dire¢
in writing to be provided ; and in order to make compenfation to the faid gaol-
keepers for fuch fums as they fhall advance under and'in purfuance of this A&, it
fhall and may be lawful for the faid gaol-keepers to charge in their accounts at
and after the rate of fix pounds per centum per annum on all fums atuall
advanced by them from the time of their refpeétive advances; and which fhall be
allowed and paid the faid gaol-keepers.
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No. 14.

An ACT to repeal feveral A&ts. therein mentioned refpedting Slaves, to
declare Slaves Affets for payment of Debts and Legacies, and in what
manner they fhall defcend and be held as property, and be fold and
conveyed in certain cafes. [28th November 180%.]

WHEREAS, on the expiration of a certain A&, intituled “An A& to repeal
the feveral Acts and claufes of A¢ts refpeéting flaves therein mentioned, and for
the better order and government of flaves and other purpofes, the feveral Aéts
and claufes of Aéts in and by the faid A¢t repealed will revive and be in force :
And whereas it is expedient that all and every the faid Aéts and claufes of Aéts,
and alfo certain other enatments refpecting flaves, thould be and ftand repealed,
to the end that the code for the protection and government of flaves may be
fimplified, and as much as may be confolidated : We, Your Majefty’s molt
dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the Aflembly of this Your Majelty’s Ifland of Jamaica,
moft humbly befeech Your Majefty that it may be enated ; be it therefore
enafted by the Lieutenant-governor, Council and Affembly of the faid Ifland, and
it is hereby enaéted and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and
after the firft day of December next, all and every the Laws and A&s herein-
after mentioned, and every part thereof, be and {tand repealed, annulled, and
made void, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever ; any thing in the faid laws.or
in any other law contained to the contrary in anywife nothwithftanding ;
wvidelicet, An A& of the governor, council, and affembly of this Ifland, intituled
“ An A& for regulating fervants,” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand
fix hundred and eighty-one; alfo one other At of the lieutenant-governor,
council, and affembly, intituled “ An A& for the better order and government of
Slaves,”” paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-fix ;
alfo one other A&, intituled * An A¢t for the more effeftual punifhing of crimes
committed by Slaves,” paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred
and feventeen ; alfo one other A&, intituled ““ An A& for the encouragement of
voluntary parties to fupprefs rebellious and runaway Negroes,” paffed in the year
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighteen; alfo one other A&,
intituled “ An A€t to infliét further and other punifhments on the tran{greflors of
two feveral A@s, the one intituled ¢ An Aétfor the better order and government
of Slaves,” and the other intituled ¢ An Act to prevent the enticing or. inveigling
of Slaves from the poffeffors, and for the preventing the tranfportation of Slaves
by mortgagers and tenants for life and years; and for regulating abufes com-
mitted by Slaves,”” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand {even hundred and
twenty-five ; alfo one other Aé to repeal part of an A&, intituled ¢ An A& for
the more effe€tual punifhment of crimes committed by Slaves, and to oblige the
feveral parifhes to pay for all negroes executed in each refpeétive parith,” pafled
in the year of our Lord 'one thoufand feven hundred and forty ; alfo one other
A&, intituled “ An Aé to explain and amend an A&, intituled ¢ An A& for
the better order and government of {laves, and for making free and rewarding a
negro named Heétor, belonging to Thomas Fuller efquire, and paying- his {aid
mafter the value of the faid negro,”” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and forty-four ; alfo one other A&, intituled “ An A& to inflict
further and other punifhments on runaway Slaves, and fuch as fhall entertain
them,” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and forty-
nine ; alfo one other A¢ to amend an A¢t, intituled “ An A& to repeal part of
an A&, intituled ¢ An' A& for the more effetual punifhment of crimes committed
by Slaves, and to‘oblige the feveral parifhes ‘to pay for all Negroes executed in
each refpective parifh,” paffed in the faid year of our Lord one thoufand feven
hundred and forty-nine; ‘alfo ““An A& to prevent the clandeftine -killing and
marking of cattle, and for the better regulating of hunting,” pafled in the faid

year
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year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and forty-nine ; alfo one other Aét,
intituled ¢ An A& to explain part of an A&, intituled ¢ An A& for the better
order and government of Slaves ; and for infli®ing further and other punithments
on perfons killing Negroes or Slaves,” pafled in the year of our Lord one thou-
fand feven hundred and fifty-one; alfo one other A&, intituled ¢ An Act to
remedy the evils arifing from irregular affemblies of Slaves, and to prevent their
poflefling arms and ammunition, and going from place to place without tickets,
and for preventing the practice of obeah, and to reftrain overfeers from leaving
the eftates under their care on certain days; and to oblige all free Negroes, Mu-
lattos, or Indians, to regifter their names in the veftry-books of the refpeétive
parithes of this Ifland, and to carry about them the certificate, and wear the badge
of their freedom ; and to prevent any captain, mafter, or fupercargo of any veflel
bringing back Slaves tranfported off this Ifland,”” pafied in the year of our Lord
.one thoufand feven hundred and fixty ; alfo one other A&, intituled “ An A&
to explain and amend an A&, intituled ¢ An A& to remedy the evils arifing from
irregular affemblies of Slaves, and to prevent their poflefling arms and ammuni-
tion, and going from place to place without tickets, and for preventing the practice
of obeah, and to reftrain overfeers from leaving the eftates under their care on
certain days, and to oblige all free Negroes, Mulattoes or Indians, to regifter their
names in the veftry-books of the refpective parithes of this Ifland, and to carry
about them the certificate, and wear the badge of their freedom; and to prevent
any captain, mafter, or fupercargo of any veflel bringing back flaves tranfported off
this Ifland,” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-
onie;” alfo one other A&, intituled “ An A& to repeal an A&, intituled ¢ An
A& for the more effeftual preventing Negroes and other Slaves from deferting
from their owners, and departing from this Ifland in a clandeftine manner, and
to punifh {uch perfons as fhall be aiding, aflifting, or abetting fuch Slaves in their
elcape, and for the more effe€tual preventing Negroes and other Slaves from
deferting from their owners, and departing from this Ifland in a clandeftine manner,
and to punifh fuch perfons as fhall be aiding, affifting, or abetting fuch Slaves in
their efcape,” paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy-one ; alfo one other A&t pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and feventy-eight, intituled ¢ An A& to explain, alter, and amend
an A& pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand {ix hundred and ninety-fix,
intituled ¢ An A& for the better order and government of Slaves; and alfo one
other A&, intituled ¢ An A& to repeal feveral Aéts and claufes of Aéts refpeét-
ing Slaves, and for the better order and government of Slaves, and for other pur-
pofes,” pafled the Twenty-fecond day of December, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-feven.

2d. And whereas in and by certain of the A&s and claufes of A&s herein and
hereby repealed, provifion was made for making flaves affets for payment of debts
and legacies, and in what manner they fhould defcend and be held as property,
and be conveyed in certain cafes ; and it is expedient to continue and amend fuch
wholefome regulations ; be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That no
flaves fhall be frec by becoming a Chriftian ; and for payment of debts and
legacies, all flaves fhall be deemed and taken as all other goods and chattels are
in the hands of executors or adminiftrators ; and where other goods and chattels
are not fufficient to fatisfy the faid debts and legacies, then fo many {laves as are
neceflary for the payment of debts and legacies fhall be fold, and the remaining
flaves, after the payment of the faid debts and legacies, thall be judged, deemed,
and taken as inheritance, and fhall accordingly defcend ; and all children of flaves
born in the pofleflion of tenant for life or years fhall remain or revert, as the
parents do or fhould have done, to him or her in reverfion or remainder, after
expiration of fuch term of years after the death of tenant for life or tenant in
tail, after poffibility of iffue extin¢t: Provided neverthelefs, that nothing in this
claufe fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to leafes heretofore made ; any thing
in this or any other A& to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

3d. And
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3d. And whereas in and by an A&, intituled < An A& to repeal the feveral JAMAICA.
Acis and claufes of Aéts refpetting Slaves therein mentioned, and for the better —
order and government of Slaves, and -other purpofes, the fortieth claufe of an 4t Geo.IIL c.26.
A& of the lieutenant-governor, council, and affembly of this Ifland, intituled
“ An A& for the better order and government of Slaves,” -paflfed in the year of 8'Gul.1IL c.2.
our Lord one thoufand fix hundred aod mnety-fix, being the fame claufe herein-
before re-ena&ed, was annulled, repealed, and made void : And whereas the faid
claufe was fo annulled, repealed, and made void inadvertently and through miftake,
and advantages may be attempted to be taken of fuch miftake by defigning per- _
fons; be it therefore enacted and declared by the authority aforefaid, That the Claufe 40 in laft-
faid claufe, and every matter and thing therein contained, is to be taken and con- “’c‘i‘.edd Adef & b; 1
fidered to have been and continued in force and effe¢t from the time of pafing e o "
the faid A&, in the faid year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-
fix, until the pafling of this prelent A&, any law, ulage, or cuftom to the contrary
in anywife notwithftanding.

4th. And be it further enated, That all flaves affigned for dower fhall be Slaves for dower
liable, proportionably with thofe belonging to any heir or heirs, to the payment may be taken for
of debts, but not of legacies, any thing to the contrary notwithftanding: Pro- e
vided nothing in this A& contained fhall extend to hinder any perfon poffefled Hufband’s fale of
in his own right of any flave or flaves, to [ell, or by gift or otherwife difpofe l:vlisdﬂ Sl basithd
of fuch flave or flaves as he fhall think fit during his lifetime ; which fale, gift, '
or difpofal fball be a perpetual bar to his wife from any claim of dower in fuch
flave or flaves.

sth. And in order that there may be a fafe and regular mode in which property Books to be kept,
in flaves may be transferred at an ealy expenfe, be it enacted, That the clerks of wherein entries muft
the peace, or clerks of the veltry where no clerks of the peace are, of the feveral Egu‘“;‘:" "fl j}“}‘f
parifhes and precinéts within this fland, fhall keep a diftin¢t book, in which it o e
fhall and may be lawful for all perfons refident within the parifh or precinét where
fuch book is kept, to caufe entries to be made of all {flaves fold and difpofed of,
and agreed to be conveyed by toll; in every which entry fhall be exprefled the Subftance of the
time of the fale made, the names of the vendor and vendee, the name and mark :gf]ﬁf_f; ‘;l:;::‘ﬂﬁ‘t
of the flave or flaves, with the confideration for which fold; which faid ‘entry fuch entries not to
or toll, if the feller is lawfully authorized to fell or difpofe of fuch flave or flaves, be effectual to trans-
fhall be as good and valid to ratify and confirm the faid fale or fales, as if the ferflavesofafemme
fame had been by deed or writing under hand and feal, and fhall be held, deemed, “**™"
and adjudged to be a fufficient record and evidence in any court of record within
this Ifland : Provided always, that no entry by way of toll fhall be effectual to
transfer and convey the flaves of a femme covert, but that fuch flaves fhall only
be transferred and conveyed by deed, executed and proved in the fame manner
and form as is required to deeds for barring dower ; and if any perfon fhall raze, Punifiment for era-
injure or deftroy any fuch entry or toll, the perfon fo offending, on being con- "™ ;i:ﬁ,i’::’}iﬁgo
vi€ted in the fupreme court, or any court of aflize within this Ilfland, fhall fuffer + make fuch e,m.g
fuch punifhment as the law has provided againft fuch as raze, injure or deftroy when legal fee
records ; and if any clerk by whom fuch book is direGted to be kept, fhall refufe tendered.
or negleét to make fuch entry on receiving or having tendered to him the legal
fee, he fhall forfeit to the party or parties injured the fum of ten pounds for every
fuch offence, to be recovered in a fummary way, before two or more magiltrates
of the parifh or precinét, and to be levied by warrant under their hands and feals ;
on the goods and chattels of the offender. ' b
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No. 15.

AN ACT for the protection, fubfifting, clothing, and for the better or&er,
regulation, and government of Slaves; and for other purpofes. [ 14th De-
cember 180g.]

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the protecion, fubfiftence, clothing,
and better order and government of the flaves in this Ifland ; may it pleafe Your
Majelty, that it may be enacted ; be it therefore enaéted by the Governor, Council,
and Affembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifland of Jamaica, That from and after the
commencing of this Aé, the flaves belonging to or employed on every plantation
or fettlement fhall, over and above the holidays herein-after to be mentioned, be
allowed one day in every fortnight to cultivate their own provifion-grounds, ex-
clufive of Sundays, except during the time of crop, under the penalty of twenty
pounds, to be recovered againft the overfeer or other perfon having the care of
fuch flaves.

2d. And beit further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That every fuch mafter,
owner, or pofleflor, or his or her overfeer or chief manager, thall, under the penalty
of ten pounds for each negled, perfonally infpeét into the condition of the negro
grounds once in every month at leaft, in order to fee that the fame are cultivated and
kept up in a proper manner, of which oath fhall be made, as in this aét is hereafter
direfted : And whereas it may happen, that on fome plantations, pens, fettlements,
and towns in this Ifland, there may not be lands proper for the cultivation of pro-
vifions, then and in that cafe the mafters, owners, or pofleflors do, by fome other
ways and means, make good and ample provifion for all fuch flaves as they fhall be
poflefled of, equal to the value of three fhillings and four-pence currency per week
for each flave, in order that they may be properly fupported and maintained, under
the penalty of fifty pounds. '

3d. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That every mafter,
owner, or pofleffor of {laves, fhall, once in every year, provide and give to each
flave they fhall be poflefled of, proper and fufficient clothing, to be approved of
by the juftices and veftry of the parith where fuch mafter, owner, or pofleflor of
fuch flaves fhall refide, under the pnalty of fifty pounds.

4th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every mafter,
owner, proprietor, or pofleflor of flaves, his or her overfeer or chief manager, at
their giving in an account of their flaves and ftock to the juftices and veftry, on
the twenty-eighth day of December in every year, or at the veftry which fhall be
held next after that day, fhall, under the penalty of fifty pounds for every negleét,
give in an account, on oath, of the nature and quantity of the clothing actually
ferved to cach flave on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, for the appro-
bation of the juftices and veftry as aforefaid ; and fhall likewife at the fame time
declare, on oath, that he has infpected the negro ground (where fuch grounds
are allotted) of fuch plantation, pen, or fettlement, according to the dire®ion of
this AG.

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no mafter,
owner, or poileflor of any flave or flaves, whether in his or her own right, or as
atiorney, guardian, traftee, executor, or otherwife, thall difcard or turn away any
fuch flave or flaves on account or by reafon of fuch flave or flaves being rendered
incapable of Iabour or fervice to fuch mafter, owner, or poffeflor, by means of
ficknefs, age, or infirmity ; but every fuch malfter, owner, or pofiefflor as aforefaid,
fhall be and he is hereby obliged to keep all fuch flave or flaves upon his, her, or
their properties, and to find and provide them with fufficient clothing, wholefome
neceflaries of life, and not fuffer fuch flave or flaves as aforefaid to be in want
thereof, or to wander about or become burthenfome to others for fuftenance, under

‘the penalty of twenty pounds for every {uch offence, to be recovered in a fummary

manner
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manner before any two juftices of the peace on this Ifland ; who are hereby autho-
rized; empowered, and required to caufe fuch malter, owner, or poffeflor, his, her,
or their attorney or agent, and fuch other perfons as they fhall judge neceffary to
be fummoned before them, to enable them to judge and determine of the propriety
of fuch information, and whether fuch mafter, owner, or pofleffor ought to incur
the faid penalty ; and in the mean time, and until fuch trial can be had, the faid
juftices of the peace, upon their own view, or upon the information of any white
perfon on oath, are hereby empowered and required to take up fuch wandering, fick,
aged, or infirm flave or flaves, and to lodge him, her, or them, in the neareft work.
houfe, there to be clothed and fed, but not worked, at the expenfe of the mafter,
owner, or pofleffor, until fuch trial as aforefaid can be had ; and if it fhall appear to
the faid juftices on fuch trial, that the party or parties fo complained of is or are
guilty of the faid offence, and fhall refufe to pay the faid fum of twenty pounds, and
the fees of fuch workhoufe, for the maintenance of fuch flave or flaves, together
with the charges of clothing and of the conviction, the faid juftices are hereby re-
quired and empowered. under the penalty of twenty pounds, forthwith by warrant
under their hands and feals directed to the conftable, to commit fuch offender or
offenders to the common gaol of the county or parith where the offence fhall be
committed, there to remain until he or fhe fhall pay the faid fum of twenty pounds
and charges as aforefaid ; one moiety of which faid fine fhall be paid into the hands
of the churchwardens of fuch parifh for the poor of faid parith ; any law, cuftom,
or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

6th. And whereas from the deceale and change of refidence of many proprie-
tors of flaves, and other circumftances, and from the manumiffion of negro, mulatto,
and other flaves, without any fuitable provilion being made for their future main-
tenance, many unhappy objedts, affliGted with contagious diftempers, or difabled
from labour by ficknefs, age, and otherwife, and having no owners, prove dan-
gerous or become a burthen and nuifance to the feveral towns and parifhes of this
Ifland : For remedy whereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That the juftices and veftrymen of the feveral towns and parithes in this Ifland be
empowered and they are hereby empowered to lay a tax upon the inhabitants of
the feveral towns and parifhes, in the fame manner as the parochial faxes are ufually
laid, for the purpofe of raifing fuch a fum as they fhall judge fufficient to provide
for the maintenance, clothing, medical care, andattendancein the workhoufes or
other convenient places of the faid feveral towns and parifhes of this Ifland, of fuch
negro, mulatto, or other flaves, or other unhappy objeéls as aforefaid ; and the
magiftrates refpectively of fuch town and parith are hereby empowered and re-
quired, upon application being made to them or either of them, to orderall fuch
objects as aforeflaid to be removed and conveyed to the refpective workhoufes of
each parifh where (if a flave) the former proprietor or proprietors, owner or owners
of fuch flave, lived or refided; or if a perfon manumifed or made free of the
parifh wherein the owner or owners commonly refided, or the property was fituated,
to whom or to which fuch manumifed perfon belonged previous to the execution of
fuch manumiffion, or if fuch manumiffion be by will, immediately previous to the
deceafe of the teftator or teftatrix, there to be lodged and taken care of as aforefaid :
And the magiftrates and veftries of the feveral towns and parifhes as aforefaid are
hereby empowered and required to ‘make from time to time all fach humane and
falutary regulations for the purpofes aforefaid as to them fhall feem neceffary and
expedient ; and the fupervifor or keeper of the workhoufe in fuch parifh to which
fiich flave fhall be fent by warrant from any other parifh, fhall be fubje to receive
the fame, under the penalty of twenty pounds.

7th. And it is hereby enadted and declared
which afly manumifed perfon fhall be remov
claufe of any former aét for this purpofe, as to the place of the legal fettlement of
fuch perfon, fhall be entitled to ¢laim all ‘the advantages to be derived by law from
the fecurity bond direfted to be entered into and given in and by an aé paffed in
the fifteenth, year of the reign of His prefent Majelty, intituled ¢ An A& for regu-
lating the manumiffion of Negro, Mulatto, and other Slaves; ‘and to oblige the
owners to make a provifion for them during their lives,” by any perfon or perfons
manumifing

, That every patifh in this Ifland, to
ed in purfuance of this a&, or any
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JAMAICA.  manumiffing any flave or flaves, to the churchwardens of whatfeever parith fuch
bond may have been given, as fully if the fame had been entered into to the
churchwardens of the parith to which fuch manumifed perfon fhall become
burthenfome.

Property of owners  g¢h_ And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any goods,
]é:?:ftgﬂfgfgm of chattels, or flaves belonging to the owners of fuch old, infirm, and deferted flaves
though ot in the as aforefaid, who (hall have become burthenfome to any parifh for fupport, fhall
parith they become thereafter be found in any part of this Ifland, it may and fhall be lawful for the
burthenfome to.  chyrchwardens of every fuch parifh to recover the full amount of all expenfes, to

which fuch parifh fhall at any time have been put on account of fuch deferted

flaves, before any two juftices of the peace of the parith or precinét whergin fuch

goods, chattels, or flaves fhall be found, by diftrefs and fale of the fame.

Difabled flaves, the  gth. And whereas it fometimes happens that aged, infirm, or difabled flavesbe-
Bglt’:gyg‘é‘lfgﬁm longing to the eftates of infolvent debtors, remain in the cuftody of the provoft
of provoft ma,{ha{ marfhal of this Ifland, or his deputies, without a poffibility of the fame being fold
may be removed by for the benefit of the creditors of fuch eftates; be it enacted by the authority
order of two magi~ aforefaid, That upon proof being made on oath by any deputy marthal, before any
&ﬁt:cst?cffzvf:;ﬂl two magiftrates of the diftriét wherein he fhall hold his appointment, that any flave
refided. or flaves of the above defcription has or have been in his cuftody for more than
fix months thereto preceding, that fuch flave or flaves have been repeatedly put
up to fale by public outcry, that no bidder has offered to purchafe the fame, and
there is no probability of his or their being fold, it may and fhall be lawful for the
faid two magiftrates to make an order, under their hands and feals, for the re-
moval of fuch flave or flaves to the parith wherein the owner of fuch flave or flaves
refided, at or immediately before the time when he or fhe took the benefit of the
a& for the relief of infolvent debtors now in force or hereafter to be in force, there
to be maintained and provided for according to the directions of this at herein-

before declared.

Suchorderbeingre-  1oth, And it is hereby further enacted, That fuch order being recorded in the
corded in ﬂ;lﬂ'k of office of the clerk of the peace of the precinét wherein the gaol of fuch deputy
B ashal ot 1ie Marfhal as aforefaid fhall be fituated, fhall be deemed and taken, inall the Courts
1 an 18 » . f .

deputiesindemnified Of this lfland, as a complete and perfect acquittal of all demands, claims, fuits,
in afting under it. and actions of every kind on or againit fuch provoft marfhal or any of his deputies,

as may or fhall be made, inftituted, or preferred by any perfon or perfons what-

foever, on account or by realon of the removal of any fuch {flave or {flaves as

aforefaid out of his or their cuftody.

If negroes afliGted r1th. And whereas negroes afflicted with the yaws are fometimes permitted to
with the yaws are [eave their mafter’s property and travel about the country, to the great annoyance
“Irl:“;‘: t";:;‘;gi"i of the public and of thofe in the neighbourhood ; be it enated, That every owner
sl country, OF proprietor of {laves, or his, her, or their overfeer, as the cafe may be, permitting
the owner, &c. per- the fame, fhall forfeit the fum of twenty pounds for every fuch offence; one
mitting the fame to mojety of which to be paid to the informer, and the other moiety to the church-
forfeit 20l. foreach. ooy dens for the poor of the parith in which the offence fhall be committed, and
which forfeiture fhall be recovered in a fummary manner, on oath of the informer,
or other perfon complaining, to be levied by warrant of the faid magiftrates, who,
on refulal or failure of payment, are hereby authorized to commit the delinquent
to the county or neareft gaol until paid.

Field flaves are to 12th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That every field
::::&:l{{a‘;::‘:ﬁ’ flave on fuch plantation or fettlement fhall, on work days, be allowed half an
hours for dinner,  Dour for breakfaft, and two hours for dinner; and that no flaves fhall be com-
and ot to work be- pelled to any manner of field-work upon the plantation before the hour of five in
fore five por after the morning, or after the hour of feven at night, except during the time of crop,
feven, exceptduring ynder the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered againft the overfeer or other

, und 1 :
;}pquﬂm SFPERELY perfon having the charge of fuch flaves.

Slaves tobeallowed  13th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That for the future
:)1“{ u]i;ﬂal holidays; all flaves in this Ifland fhall be allowed the ufual number of holidays that were
U they are mOt €0 ailowed at the ufual feafons of Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide : Provided

that
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that at every fuch refpettive feafon no two holidays fhall be allowed to follow or JAMAICA.
{ucceed immediately one after the other, except at Chriftmas, when they fhall be 7
allowed Chriftmas-day, and alfo the day immediately fucceeding; any law, have two fuccefiive
% » sl : days, except at
cuﬁor{l, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding : And if any mafter, owner, bt
guardian, or attorney of any plantation or fettlement, or the overfeer of fuch :

: : : If perfons allow
plantation or fettlement, fhall prefume, at the feafons aforefaid, to allow any them more holidays
holidays to any flave belonging to any fuch plantation or [ettlement, other than is atthofefeafons, they
direed by this A& to be given, every perfon [o offending fhall forfeit the fum of forfeit sl.
five pounds.

14th. And in order to encourage flaves for every good and worthy act that Slaves taking up
they thall do, be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That every flave runaways, or difco-
or {laves that fhall inform againft any perfon who fhall have or conceal any runa- ;;:Efu::sl;g:;ggba

3 > : °

way flave or flaves, {o that fuch runaway flave or flaves may be taken and reftored .y ded at difere-
to his or their owner or owners, or be committed to any workhoufe, every fuch tion ofa magiftrate.
flave or flaves fo informing fhall be entitled to fuch reward as any juftice fhall
think jult and reafonable, and be paid by fuch perfon or perfons as fuch juftice
fhall determine ought to pay the fame, not lefs than ten fhillings, nor exceeding
tw{:;nty fhillings, to be enforced by a warrant under the hand and feal of fuch

juftice.

15th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave If they kill or take
or flaves fhall kill or take any flave or flaves in atual rebellion, he or they fhall rebels, they are to
receive from the churchwardens of the refpetive parifthes where fuch flave or sttt
flaves fhall have been killed the fum of three pounds, and the fum of five pounds
if taken alive, and a blue cloth coat, to be paid and furnifhed by the church-
wardens of the relpettive parifhes where fuch flave or flaves fhall have been killed
or taken ; the whole expenfe whereof fhall be reimburfed by the receiver-general
for the time being out of any monies in his hands unappropriated.

16th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon Perfonswilfullykill-
hereafter fhall wantonly, willingly, or bloodmindedly kill or caule to be killed any ’“Erﬂ““ to fuffer -
negro or other flave, fuch perfon fo offending fhall on conviction be adjudged ey
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, and fhall fuffer death accordingly for
the faid offence : Provided always, that fuch conviction fhall not extend to the Blood notcorrupt-
corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or chattels; ed thereby.
any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary thereof in anywife notwithftanding. :

17th. And in order to prevent any perfon from mutilating or difmembering any Perfons mutilating

flave or flaves, be it further enaéled by the authority aforefaid, That if any mafter, flaves, or confenting

miftrefs, owner, poffeflor, or other perfon whatfoever, fhall at his, her, or their tih:;f‘;;ggb?rﬁ“g

own will and pleafure, or by his, her, or their direftion, or with his, her, or {yelve mmlfﬁ;,o};':_

their knowledge, fufferance, privity, or confent, mutilate or difmember any flave fides being liable to

or flaves, he, fhe, or they fhall be liable to be indited for each offence m the anactionofdamages.

fupreme court of judicature, or in any of the affize courts of this Ifland, and

upon convition fhall be punifhed by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds,

and imprifonment not exceeding twelve months, for each and every flave fo muti-

lated or difmembered ; and fuch punifhment is declared to be without prejudice

to any action that could or might be brought at common law for recovery of

damages for on account of the fame; and in very atrocious cafes, where the Court may in atro-

owner of fuch flave or flaves fhall be convicted of fuch offence, the court before cious cafes manumit

whom fuch offender fhall have been tried and convicted are hereby empowered, in mutiated flaves,

cafe they fhall think it neceffary for the future proteétion of fuch flave or flaves,

to declare him, her, or them free and dilcharged from all manner of fervitude to

all Intents and purpofes whatfoever ; and in all fuch cafes the court are hereby em- and order the penal-

powered and authorized, if to them it fhall appear neceflary, to order and diret 'y to be paid to

the faid fine of one hundred pounds to be paid to the juftices and veftry of the ey,

parifh to which the faid flave or {laves belonged, to the ufe of the faid parifh ;

the faid juftices and veltry, in confideration thereof, paying to each of the faid whoare toallow the

flave or flaves fo made free the fum of ten pounds per annum for his or her flaves 1ol. per

maintenance and fupport during life: And in cafe any flave or flaves fhall fufter M;"“m' e

any before-delcribed mutilations, fuch flave or flaves, on his, her, or their appli- ‘Soa:e;:;iﬁfﬂ:én:zf,,

cation to any juftice of the peace, the faid juftice jof the peace fhall be and is e fent to the work
(18.) M hereby
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JAMAICA. hereby directed, required, and empowered on view, and its appearing to his

: {atisfaction that fuch mutilation has been really fuffered, to fend fuch flave or
houfe, to be fup-  f;vec to the neareft workhoufe where fuch offence fhall be committed, and fuch
P 2 at?nded flave or flaves fhall be there fafely kept and carefully attended at the expenfe of
frlgt!r‘;—e:tmg E fuch parith, unil fuch time as there fhall be a legal meeting of the juftices and
veftry of fuch parith; which juftices and veftry fo met are hereby created and

who arehereby  appointed a council of proteétion to fuch flave or flaves ; and the faid juftices and
created a council of veftry fo met are hereby directed and impowered to make further and full enquiry
prote@tion, andare ' yiew into the commitment of the mutilation of fuch flave or flaves ; and if

;g::igi?nint:n%c}l to them it fhall appear proper, the faid juftices and veftry are hereby empowered
profecute the and required to profecute to effeét fuch owner or owners ; the expenfe of which
offenders. profecution fhall be paid by the parifh where fuch offence fhall be committed ; and

Owners maybe fued jn cafe the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves fhall appear capable of paying

EnEts the cofts and charges of fuch before-mentioned profecution, the faid juftices and
veltry are hereby empowered to commence fuit or fuits againft fuch owner or
owners of fuch flave or flaves, and recover all cofts and charges out of purfe by

Workhoufe-keeper them laid out and expended in fuch fuit or fuits ; and the keeper or fupervifor of

to produce muti-  the workhoufe where fuch mutilated {lave or {laves fhall have been firft com-

lat{id ﬂave; at Bt hitted, is hereby directed and required, upon due notice of the firft meeting of

;2nal:{;’yuonf:;1, the juftices and veftry of the parifh where the offence was committed, to produce
fuch mutilated flave or {laves for the infpeétion and direion of fuch juftices and
veftry, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every negle in not producing
before fuch juftices and veftry fuch flave or flaves.

Juftices being in- 18th. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any juftice
formed that flaves ¢ 1,0 peace fhall receive any complaint or probable intelligence from any {lave or
Eﬁ,ﬁ,f‘i’;‘éﬁ"ﬁﬁi;’; otherwife, that any flave or flaves is or are fo mutilated, or is or are confined
fupport, are to iflue without fufficient fupport, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch juftice of the peace,
their warrants, in  and he is hereby empowered and required forthwith to iflue his warrant to any con-
S ftable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where fuch flave or flaves
be brought before o <
them. {o mutilated are confined, and fuch flave or flaves to releafe and bring before fuch
juftice, who, on view of the fa&, is hereby authorized to fend fuch flave or flaves to
the workhoufe for proteftion, there to be kept, but not worked, until inquiry

fhall be made into the faét according to law.

Perfons cruelly 1gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
beating flaves, or  the “commencement of this A&, any perfon or perfons that fhall wantonly or
S‘?i[:lflig::gf‘:g;rgrt, cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruife, wound, or fhall imprifon or keep in confine-
maybe finedand  ment, without fufficient fupport, any {lave or flaves, fhall be fubjeét to be indiéted
imprifoned at dif-  for the fame in the {fupreme court of judicature, or in either of the courts of affize
cretion of thecourt, o o oypts of quarter feffion in this Ifland ; and upon being thereof legally conviéted,
he, the, or they fhall fuffer fuch punifhment, by fine or imprifonment, or both, as
: the judges or juftices of fuch courts fhall think proper to infli&, any law, cuftom,
and alfo be liable to or ufage to the contrary in anywile notwithftanding; and fuch punithment is
actions of damages. hereby declared to be without prejudice to any aétion at common law that could
of might be brought for the recovery of damages for and on account of the fame,
in cafe fuch flave or flaves fhall not be the property of the offender.

No flave to have 2o0th. And in order to reftrain arbitrary punifhment, be it further enaéted by the
‘;’;"ﬁﬁgten laﬂl';,s authority aforefaid, That no flave in any plantation or fettlement, or in any of the
fence, unlefs the . Workhoufes or gaols of this land, fhall receive more than ten lafhes at one time
awner, &c.orfuper- and for one offence, unlefs the owner, attorney, guardian, executor or admini-
vilor, &c. beprelent; {trator, or overfeer of fuch plantation or fettlement, having fuch {lave in his care, or
;‘;_’fnﬁgrsntza“ thir- fupervifor of fuch workhoufe, or keeper of fuch gaol, fhall be prefent; and that
e Oneng:;" no fuch owner, attorney, guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or overfeer, fupervifor,
under penalty, or gaol-keeper, fhall on any account punith a {lave with more than thirty-nine lathes
at one time and for one offence, nor infli& or fuffer to be inflicted fuch laft-men-
tioned punifhment, nor any other number of lathes in the fame day, nor until the
delinquent has recovered from the effe@s of any former punifhment, under a
penalty not lefs than ten pounds or more than twenty pounds for every offence ; to
be recovered againft the perfon direéting or permitting fuch punithment, in a fum-
mary manner upon conviction before any two magiftrates by warrant,

21ft. And
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2:ft. And whereas a mifchievous practice has fometimes prevailed of punifhing
ill-difpofed flaves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their owners, by ﬁ.xing or
caufing to be fixed round the neck of fuch flaves an iron collar with projeéting bars
or hooks, to prevent the future defertion of fuch flaves; be it further enacted
by the authority aforefaid, That fuch praétice is hereby declared to be utterly un-
lawful, and that no perfon fhall, on any pretence whatfoever, punifh any negroe or
other {lave, whether his own property or otherwife, by fixing or caufing to be
fixed an iron or other collar round the neck of fuch flave, or by loading the body
or limbs of fuch flave, for any offence whatfoever, with chains, irons, or weights of
any kind, other than a light collar without hooks, to indicate that fuch flave is an
int;orrigible runaway, under a penalty not lefs than five pounds nor exceeding fifty
pounds, to be recovered in a fummary manner before any two or more juftices of
the peace of the parifh or precint where the offence fhall be committed ; and all
and every the juftices of the peace within this lfland are bereby authorized, directed,
and required, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, on information and view
of fuch offence, to order fuch collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be immediately
taken off from the flave or flaves wearing or bearing the fame.

22d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no flave (fuch
only excepted as are going with firewood, grafs, fruit, provifions, or fmall ftock, and
other goods which they may lawfully fell, to market, and returning therefrom)
thall hereafter be fuffered or permitted to go out of his or her mafter’s or owner’s
plantation or fettlement, or to travel from one town or place to another, unlefs fuch
flave fhall have a ticket from his mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer, exprefling
particularly the time of fuch flave’s fetting out, and where he or fhe is going, and
the time limited for his or her return, under a penalty not exceeding forty fhillings
for every flave fo offending, to be recovered from the mafter, owner, employer, or
overfeer, in a fummary manner, before any one juftice of the peace, by warrant of
diftrefs, complaint being made to him upon oath, unlefs the ma.ﬁcr, owner, employer,
or overfeer of fuch flave fhall prove upon oath before any jultice of the peace of the
parifh or precinét where {uch mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer may or fhall live
or happen to be, that he did give the faid flave fuch ticket as aforefaid, or that fuch
flave went away without his confent, in which cafe the jultice to order punifhment ;
and if fuch juftice fhall refufe or neglect his duty, either in caufing the penalty to
be forthwith levied, on complaint being made to him as aforefaid, or the owner,
overfeer, or any other perfon who fhall fuﬂ”{?ra flave, being under his“or their
dire@tion, to go without a ticket as aforefaid, every juftice fo offending fhall
forfeit the fum of five pounds; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary

notwith{tanding.

23d. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That no ticket
fhall be granted to any flave or flaves for any time exceeding one calendar

month.

24th. And whereas the more effectually to conceal runaway flaves, or prevent
their being apprehended, tickets are given by I.ndlans, fr.ee negroes, or free
mulattoes ; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any Indian,
free negro, or mulatto, granting or giving fuch ticket with fuch intent, fhall be
liable to be tried for the faid oftence before the fupreme court of judicature, or in
either of the courts of affize in this Ifland where the offence fhall be committed ;
and on convition fhall fuffer the' lofs of frecdom, tranfportation, or fuch other
punifhment as the court in their difcretion fhall think proper to inflict.

25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if fuch ticket
fhall be granted or given by any white perfon, with fuch intentas aforef2id, to any
{lave or flaves, before or after his or their abfenting themfelves from their owner,
employer, overfeer, or manager, fuch white perfon fhall be liable to be tried for

the fame before the fupreme court of judicature, or either of the affize courts of

this Ifland where the offence fhall be committed, and on convié’tism .{hall-fuffer
fuch punifhment as the court in their difcretion fhall think proper to inflict.

26th. And be it further enacted by the authory aforefaid, That if any mafter,

owner, guardian, pofleflor, or attorney, overfeer, or book-keeper of any plantation
or
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or fettlement, fhall hereafter {uffer any ftrange flaves to affemble together and beat
their drums, or blow their horns or fhells, upon any plantation, pen, or fettlement,
orinany yard or place under his, her, or their care or management, or fhall not en-
deavour to difperfe or prevent the fame, by immediately giving notice thereof to
the next magiftrate or commiflioned officer, that a proper force may be fent to
difperfe the faid flaves, every fuch mafter, owner, guardian, pofleffor, or attorney,
overfeer or book-keeper, fhall for every fuch offence, upon convition thereof
upon an indi&ment in the fupreme court of judicature or courts of affize, pay a
fine of fifty pounds to His Majelty, his heirs and fucceffors, for and towards the
fupport of the government of this Ifland, and the contingent charges thereof :
Provided neverthelefs, that information of fuch offence fhall be made upon oath,
before any of His Majefty’s juftices of the peace, within the {pace of fourteen days
after the commiffion of the offence.

27th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That all officers civil
and military (hall be and are hereby empowered and required to enter into any
plantation, fettlement, or other place, to difperfe all fuch unlawful affemblies, and
to fupprefs and prevent all unlawful drummings, or other noife as before mentioned,
any law cuftom or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding, according to the nature,
degree, or circumftances of the cafe.

28th. And whereas it has been found by experience that rebellions have been
often concerted at negro dances and nightly meetings of flaves, and as it has been
found alfo that thofe meetings tend much to injure the health of negroes; be it
further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any overfeer, or in his abfence
any book-keeper, or other white perfon having the care and management of any
plantation or fettlement, fhall fuffer any flaves to affiemble together, or beat their
drums, or blow their horns or fhells, every fuch overfeer, book-keeper, or other
white perfon fo offending, fhall for every fuch offence, upon conviction thereof
upon an indictment in the {fupreme court of judicature, or before the juftices of
aflize, fuffer imprifonment, without bail or mainprize, for any term not exceeding
fix calendar months; provided information is made upon oath as aforefaid, before
one of His Majefty’s juftices of the peace, within fourteen days after the com-
miflion of fuch offence; but nothing herein contained fhall be conftrued to prevent
any mafter, owner, or proprietor of any plantation or fettlement, or the overfeer
thereof, from granting liberty to the flaves of fuch plantation or fetttlement only
for aflembling together upon fuch plantation or fettlement, and playing and divertin
themfelves in any innocent amufements, fo as they do not make ufe of military
drums, horns, or fhells; but that they fhall and may grant fuch liberty whenand as
often as they pleale, any thing in this or any other aét to the contrary notwith-

{tanding ; provided that fuch amufements are put an end to by ten of the clock at -

night.

29th. And in order to prevent riots and nightly meetings among negro and other
{laves, to the difturbance of the public peace, and endangering their health; be it
further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That all negro burials fhall in future take
place in the day-time only, fo that the fame may be ended before funfet ; and if
any mafter, owner, or pofleflor of flaves, his or her overleer or chief manager, fhall
knowingly fuffer or permit the burial of any flave otherwife than as before diretted,
he ihall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds ; and if any burials {hall take place in any of
the towns of this Ifland, or in favannas, commons, or other places not in charge of
an overleer, after funfet, every perfon of free condition, in whofe houfe, yard, or
premifes any flaves {hall be permitted to aflemble for attending fuch burial, fhall
forfeit a fum not lefs than five pounds, nor exceeding fifty pounds ; and the negro or
other flaves who fhall meet for the purpofe of attending fuch burial, or be found
thereat, fhall, upon convittion before two or more magiltrates, fuffer fuch punifh-
ment as the faid magiftrates {hall diret, not exceeding thirty-nine lafhes.

3oth. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Indian, free
negro, or mulatto, {hall hereafter fuffer any unlawful aflembly of flaves at his or her
houfe or fettlement, every {uch Indian, free negro, or mulatto fhall, upon due con-
vition
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viction thereof, fuffer imprilonment not exceeding fix months : Provided neverthe- jﬁMAICé;

lefs, that information thereof fhall be given, on oath, within fourteen days of fuch ———
unlawful meeting.

31{t. And whereas the permitting and fuffering negro and other flaves to keep Owners, &c. of
horfes, mares, mules, or geldings, is attended with many and great mifchiefs to the ﬂ::;:ﬁ?:“&%g %
Hland in general ; in order therefore to remedy the fame, be it further enaéted by ieep horfges, Telth
the authority aforefaid, That from and after the commencing of this A&, no mafter, forfeit 30l. for each
owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, truftee, or other perfon in pofleflion of any offence.
plantation, pen, or fettlement, thall knowingly permit or fuffer any flave or flaves
to keep on fuch plantation, pen, or fettlement, any horfe, mare, mule, orgelding ;
andin cafe of fo doing fhall for every offence forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be
recovered in a {fummary manner before any two juftices of the peace for the parifh

or precintt where fuch offence is committed or permitted.

32d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every mafter, Wh?“hﬁ"ck given
owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, truftee, or other perfon, at the relpettive :;;fltmlzoo?i}:;adg
times of their giving in account of their {laves and ftock to the juftices and veftry, horfes, &c. belong
fhall alfo make oath that none of the faid horfes, mares, mules, or geldings fo given to any flave, under
in, do belong to any negro or other flave ; and that fuch perfon fo giving in, or his, P““f‘l‘Y of 3ol for
her, or their employer or employers, hath not nor have in his, her, or their poflef- "8 etorgsehiial,

> A2 PIOYELS, 3. HIGEy P
fion, to his, her, or their knowledge or belief, any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding,
belonging to or reputed to belong to any flave or flaves; in cafe any perfon or
perfons thall negle€t or refufe fo to do, every perfon fo negle@ing or refufing
thall for every offence forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be recovered in the fame
fummary manner, and to be difpofed of as hereinafter mentioned : And if ‘any Any perfon difco-
perfon or perfons hereafter fhall difcover any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, vering horfes, &ec.
belonging to any negro or other flave, he fhall forthwith take and fend the fame Eilff’tnigg :E;}f‘;ﬁs’
to the neareft pound of the parifh where fuch horfe, mare, mule, or gelding fhall he pound.
be found ; and the keeper of the pound aforefaid fhall and he is hereby obliged
to receive the fame, under the penalty of ten pounds for each and every horfe, mare,
mule, or gelding fo refufed, unlefs the fame fhall be difordered, fo as to endanger
the cattle or other ftock already in the pound, in which cafe only it {fhall and may
be lawful for fuch pound-keeper to refufe fuch difordered horle, mare, mule, or
gelding ; and upon reception into the pound of any horle, mare, mule, or gelding, How they are to be
the property or fuppofed property of any negro or other flave, the pound-keeper difpofed of,
aforefaid fhall for four fucceflive weeks advertile the fame in the Gazette or
Chronicle of the county where fuch pound is fituate, under the head of negro ftock,
and defcribing the height, colour, and marks in the molt particular manner; and
in one week after the expiration of the faid four weeks advertifement fhall put up
and fell the fame at the ulual place of public fales in the faid parith, and after
dedu@ion of the ufual charges of the pound, in which no mile-money fhall form
a part, fhall pay one moiety of the net proceeds to the perfon who brought in fuch
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, and the other moiety to the churchwardens of the
parith, for the benefit of the poor of the faid parifh.

d. And in order that further encouragement may be given to the increafe and Female {laves who
protection of negro infants, be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That ﬁf:: r::::‘ls:“te 1
every female flave who fhall have fix children living fhall be exempted from all fmmghard lahml:r,
hard labour in the field or otherwife, and the owner or poffeflor of every fuch and their owners
female flave fhall be exempted from all manner of taxes for fuch female flave, fromtaxesfor them;
any thing in thea& commonly called The Poll Tax Law, or any other of the tax laws
of this Ifland pafled or annually to be paffed, to the contrary notwithftanding ;
and a dedu@ion fhall be made for all fuch female {laves from the taxes of fuch
owner or pofleflor, by certificate of the juftices and veltry : Provided neverthelefs, proof being given
that proof be given on oath, to the fatisfaction of the faid juftices and veltry, not ‘}l‘l"’:;dthe '“Ot;;iifna“d
only that the requifite number -of children, together with the mother, are living, FAlctEn axe W RE
but alfo that the mother is exempted from all manner of field or other labour, and
is provided with the means of an eafy and comfortable maintenance.

(18.) N ' 34th And
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34th. And whereas it is abfolutely neceflary that the {laves in this Ifland fhould
be kept in due obedience to their owners, and in due fubordination to the whire
people in general, and as much as in the power of the legiflature all means and
opportunities of {flaves being concerned in rebellious confpiracies, and committing
other crimes, to the ruin and deftrution of the white people and others in this
Ifland, prevented, and that proper punifhments fhould be appointed for all crimes
to be by them committed ; be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
if any flave or flaves fhall after the commencement of this A¢t enter into or be
concerned in any rebellion or rebellious confpiracy, or commit any murder, felony,
burglary, robbery, or [et fire to any houfes, out-houfes, negro-houfes, cane-pieces,
grafs or corn-pieces, or break into fuch houfes, out-houfes, ornegro-houfes, in the
day-time, no perfon being therein, and fteal thereout, or compals or imagine the
death of any white perfon, and declare the fame by fome overt a&t, or commit any
other crime which would fubjeét white perfons, or perfons of free conditions, to be
indi¢ted for felony, fuch flave or {flaves fhall for every fuch offence or offences,
upon trial and conviction thereof in manner herein-after mentioned, fuffer death,
tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper to direét,
according to the nature and extent of the offence.

35th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave fhall
affault or offer any violence, by ftriking or otherwife, to or towards any white perfon
or perfons of free condition, fuch flave, upon due and proper proof, fhall upon
convition be punifhed with death, tranfportation, or confinement to hard labour for
life or a limited time, or fuch other punifhment, according to the nature of the
offence, as the court fhall in their difcretion think proper to infli¢t ; provided fuch
affault or violence be not by command of his, her, or their owners, overfeers, or
perfons intrufted over them, or in the lawful defence of their owners’ perfons or
goods.

36th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any {lave or {laves
fhall hereafter be found to have in his, her, or theircuftody or pofleflionany fire-arms,
pikes, fabres, fwords, cutlafles, lances, gunpowder, flugs or ball, without the know-
ledge of his, her, or their owner, proprietor, or pofleflor, or his, her, or their overleer,
fuch flave or flaves fhall be taken before two magiftrates, who fhall, if they are of
opinion that the fame was with evil intent, commit fuch flave or flaves to the gaol,
to be tried by a flave-court as herein-after direéted ; and upon conviion the faid
flave or flaves fhall fuffer death, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the

“court fhall think proper to direét.

37th. And in order to prevent the many mifchiefs that may hereafter arife from
the wicked art of negroes going under the appellation of obeah men and women, and
pretending to have communication with the devil and other evil fpirits, whereby the
weak and fuperftitious are deluded into a belief of their having full power to exempt
them, whilft under their protection, from many evils that might otherwife happen ;
be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the commence-

‘ment of this A&, any{lave who fhall pretend to any fupernatural power in order to pro-

mote the purpofes of rebellion, or fhall ule or pretend to ufe any fuch practices, with
intent or fo asto affect or endanger the life or health of any other flave, fhall upon
convittion thereof fuffer death or tranfportation ; any thing in this or any other A&
to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

38th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or
other flave or flaves fhall mix or prepare, with an intent to give or caufe to be given
any poifon, or poifonous or noxious drug, pounded glafs, or other deleterious matter
in the practice of obeah or otherwife, although death may not enfue on the taking
thereof, the faid {lave or flaves, together with their acceffaries as well before as after
the faét (being flaves), being duly conviéted thereof, fhall fuffer death; any thing
in this or any other A to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

39th. And be it further enafted, That if there fhall be found in the poffefiion of
any flave any poifonous drugs, pounded glafs, parrots beaks, dogs teeth, alligators
tecth, or other materials notorioufly ufed in the pradtice of obeah or witcheraft, and
in



(FESIES)
in a ftate of evident preparation for carrying on fuch dangerous and nefarious
pratice, fuch flave upon convition fhall be liable to fuffer trarportation from

this Ifland, or fuch other punifhment, not extending to life, as the court fhall think
proper to direct.

goth. And whereas it is neceffary to prevent fecret and unlawful meetings of
{laves, be it therefore enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all and every flave or
flaves who fhall be found at any meeting, formed either for the purpofe of admi-
niftering unlawful oahs, by drinking human blood mixed with rum, grave-dirt, or
otherwile, or of learning the ufe of arms, or for any other unlawful or dangerous
purpofe, fuch {lave or flaves fhall on conviction thereof fuffer death or tranfportation
for life, as the court fhall direét.

41{t. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any petfon
or perfons, either white or of free condition, fhall be prefent at any fuch meeting,
and aiding and affifting in any of the unlawful purpofes before mentioned, fuch
perfon or perfons fhall, on conviction thereof in the fupreme court, or either of the
courts of affize of this Ifland, be punifhed by death, tranfportation off this Ifland
for life, or fine or imprifonment, or both, at the difcretion of the court before
whom fuch perfon or perfons fhall be tried.

42d. And be it further enaéted, That if any perfon or perfons having knowledge
of fuch unlawful meetings as aforefaid fhall not forthwith give information thereof
to a juftice of the peace, fuch perfon or perfon fhall, on conviion before the
fupreme or either of the courts of affize of this Ifland, fuffer fuch punifhment by
fine or imprifonment, or both, and by public whipping, as the court before which
fuch perfon or perfons fhall have been fo convitted fhall direct.

43d. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or
other flave fhall after the commencement of this Act fteal any horned cattle,
fheep, goat, hog, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, or fhall kill any fuch horned cattle,
fheep, goat, hog, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, with intent to fteal the whole carcafe
of any fuch horned cattle, theep, goat, hog, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, or any
part of the flefh thereof, fuch negro or other {lave fhall on convittion thereof
fuffer death, tranfportdtion, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall in its
difcretion inflit.

44th. And whereas great numbers of horned cattle, ftheep, goats, hogs, horfes,
mares, mules, and affes, are frequently ftolen and killed by negro and other flaves
in fo fecret and private 2 manner that it is with the greateft difficulty they can be
found out and difcovered in fuch manner as to conviét them of fuch offence, although
large quantities of beef, mutton, and the flefh of other valuable animals, are found
upén him, her, or them ; in order therefore to prevent {uch evils in future, and to
punifh the perpetrators of fuch aéts agreeably to their crimes; be it enacted by the
authority aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave fhall fraudulently have in his,
her, or their cuftody or pofleflion, unknown to his or her mafter, owner, overfeer,
or other perfon who fhall have the overlooking or employing of fuch flave, any
frefh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or goat, or the flefh of horfe, mare, mule, or afs, in
any quantity not exceeding twenty pounds weight, without giving a fatisfactory ac-
count in what manner he or {he became poflefled thereof, {uch negro or other flave,
upon due conviction thereof before any two magiftrates, {hall be whipped in fuch
manner as fuch magiftrates fhall direét, not exceeding thirty-nine lathes; and if
there fhall be found in his, her, or their cuftody or poffeflion a larger or greater
quantity than twenty pounds weight of frefh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or goat, or
the fleth of horfe, mare, mule, or afs, and fuch flave fhall not give a fatisfactory ac-
count how he or fthe became poflefled of fuch meat, then fuch negro or other {lave
upon conviction thereof fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid two juftices fhall
think proper to inflié& or dirett, not extending to life or imprifonment for life.

45th. Be it enadted by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or other {lave
fhall wantonly and cruelly cut, chop, fhoot at, or otherwife maim and injure any
horned cattle, horfe, gelding, mare, mule, or afs, fuch negro or other flave fhall

for every fuch offence be tried in a fummary manner before two or more juftices
of

JAMAICA.

Slaves found at any
meeting, formed for
adminiftering un-
lawful oaths, &c. are
to be punifhed as
court fhall direét;

as are white or free
people prefent at
fuch meetings.

Perfons having
knowledge of fuch
unlawful meetings,
and not giving in-
formarion thereof,
to be punifhed at
difcretion of courts

Slaves ftealing
horned cattle, fheep,
horfes, &c. may
be condemned to
death,

If flaves have in
their pofleflion
twenty pounds of
meat unaccounted
for, they are to be
whipped, not ex-
ceeding thirty-nine
lafhes ; and if above
twenty pounds,
juttices to affign
punifhment not

affefting life.

Punifhment on
flaves maiming or
injuring horned
cattle, horfes, &c. 3




( 52 )

JAMAICA. of the peace of the parifh or precin& where the offence fhall ‘be committed, and

— the faid jufticscof the peace fhall, on convition of fuch flave orflaves, order and
dire& fuch punithment to be inflicted as they fhall think proper, not exceeding fifty
lathes, to beinflicted at one or more different times, or two months hard labour in
the workhoufe ; and in all cafes where, from fuch treatment as above fet forth, an
horned cattle, horfe, gelding, mare, mule, orafs (hall be killed, or fhall die within
ten days after the offence committed, although the carcafe or any part of the fleth
thereof maynot be ftolen, fuch negro or other flave {hall be tried at a flave-court,
and on conviction thereof fuffer death, tranfportation, or confinement to hard labour
for life, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper.

alfo on thofe wan- 46th. Be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave or flaves
tonly cutting and  {hall, by wantonly and cruelly cutting, chopping, {triking, or by any other manner
chopping any other . way whatloever mutilate, disfigure, difmember, or injure any flave or flaves, fo
s as to endanger life, although death fhall not enfue, or that fuch flave or flaves fhall
become a cripple, or lofe any of his or her limbs, or be deprived of the ufe thereof,
all and every or any fuch flave or flaves fo offending fhall for every or any fuch
offence be tried at a flave-court, and upon convitien fhall for the firlt offence
fuffer fuch punifhment, not extending to life, as the court fhall think proper to
dire, according to the circumftances of the cafe; and for a fecond offence,
upon conviction, fhall fuffer death or tranfportation for life, as the court fhall

dirett.

Piniiment ot 47th. And whereas the praétice of negroes to clear their grounds by fire is highly
flaves clearing their dangerous to the neighbouring properties, and frequent inftances of alarm and injury
grounds by fire.  ccur for want of {ome reftraint in that refpect ; for prevention of fo great an evil
be it further enated, That if any injury fhall arife to the owner, proprietor, or
pofleflor of one property, by a flave or flaves on the adjoming property clearing
ground by fire, the flave or flaves who fhall fo clear ground by fire, by which injury
fhall refult to the adjoining property, fhall be proceeded againft, tried, and punifhed,
Overfeers, &c. if found guilty, asand for a mifdemeanour; and if the overfeer or other perfon then
having knowledge  agually having charge of the property on which fuch fire fhall originate fhall' have
that any firehas nowledge that any negro under his charge has made any fuch fire for clearing his
been made for fuch = 2 T : ;
purpofe, and not  ©F her ground, and fhall not forthwith ufe his beft endeavours to caufe the fame
doing their utmoft to be extinguifhed, and fuch fire fhall caufe injury to the neighbouring property,
to extinguifh it, to fuch overleer or other perfon fhall fuffer fuch fine as any two juftices of the peace
Paanedat il SERRTRE parifh wherein fuch injury {hall happen fhall award, not exceeding ten pounds
tion of twojultices. - 2 ?
for one and the fame offence; the complaint whereon fhall be heard, determined,
and the penalty, when impoled, fhall be enforced in a fummary manner before
any two jultices of the peace.

Slaves ablent five 48th. And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and fafety of this Ifland to

days, or found eight fuffer {laves to continue out as runaways, and it is abfolutely neceflary to declare

m.‘lis from home  5p4 make known to the public what flaves {hall be deemed fuch ; be it ena®ed b

without tickets, to -y ; z ; :

o e b the authority aforefaid, That from and after the commencement of this A&, any

awaye. flave or flayes who fhall be abfent from his owner or employer without leave for the
fpace of five days, or who fhall be found at the diftance of eight miles from the houfe,
plantation, or other fettlement to which fuch flave or flaves fhall belong, without
a ticket or other permit to pafs, except, as herein-before excepted, in going to and
returning from market, fhall be deemed a runaway.

Slaves who have 49th. And beit further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave who
been here two years, fhall have been in this Ifland for the fpace of two years, and fhall run away from
?;dﬁffﬂoﬁi:‘:iy his or her owner or lawful poffeflor, and continue abfent for a term exceeding fix
be punifhed as the months, fuch flave being conviéted thereof fhall be fentenced to be confined to
court fhall dire&.  hard labour for fuch time as the court fhall determine, or be tranfported for life,

according to the magnitude of the offence.

Punithmenton thofe  50th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave fhall
who continue abfent Tun away from his or her lawful owner or pofleffor as aforefaid, and continue abfent
fora fhorter period: for any term not exceeding fix months, fuch flave fhall be liable to be tried before

two jultices, and upon conviction thereof fhall fuffer fuch punifhment, by flogging

or
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or confinement to hard labour, not exceeding three months, as the faid two juftices
fhall think proper to direct.

sift. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That any flave or
{laves who fhall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway flave or flaves fhall be
liable to be tried for the fame at the {lave-court herein-after appointed, and on con-
vition fhall {uffer fuch punithment as the court fhall think proper to direct, not
extending to life.

52d. And be ir further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That any flave or other
perfon or perfons whatfoever, who fhall apprehend any runaway flave or {laves,
fhall for every one fo apprehended be entitled to receive from the owner, employer,
overfeer, or manager of fuch flave or flaves, the fum of ten fhillings and no more,
befides mile-money at the rate of one fhilling per mile for the firft five miles, and
fixpence per mile for every mile afterwards : Provided neverthelefs, that nothing in
this Aé contained fhall be conftrued to extend to an allowance of the faid fum of
ten fhillings and mile-money, in addition to the fum allowed to maroon negroes
for apprehending runaways; and provided alfo, that it is not hereby intended to
deprive the faid maroons of their legal and eftablifhed reward of forty fhillings for
each negro. '

s3d. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the perfon or
perfons {o apprehending fuch runaway flave or flaves fhall convey him, her, or them
to their refpective owner, employer, or manager, or to the workhoufe of the parith
in which they may be apprehended, if any workhoule is eftablithed there, and in cafe
of there being no workhoufe, to the next gaol; and the gaol or workhoufe-keeper
is hereby required and ordered to receive fuch flave or flaves into his or their cuftody,
and to pay the party delivering fuch flave or flaves'the faid fumn of ten fhillings and
mile-money as aforefaid, and no more, for each {lave fo delivered, under the penalty
of five pounds.

54th. And to the end that the owners and proprietors of runaway {laves may have

a due knowledge where fuch {laves are confined, after their being apprehended and
fent to any workhoufe or gaol in this Ifland, in order that fuch owners or pro-
prietors may apply for fuch flaves ; be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid,
That from and after the commencement of this Aé all and every the keepers of
the workhoufes or gaol-keepers in any of the parifhes of this Ifland fhall and they
are hereby obliged once in every week to advertile in the Gazette of Saint Jago
de la Vega, the Royal Gazette, and the Cornwall Chronicle, the height, names,
marks, and fex, and alfo the country, where the fame can be alcertained, of eachr
and every runaway flave then in their cuftody, together with the time of their being
fent into cuftody, and the name or names of the owner or owners thereof, if
known, and that upon oath, under the penalty of ten pounds for every ilave fo
neglected by him to be advertifed ; and tfor the expence of fuch advertifement they
the faid workhoufe-keepers or gaol-keepers fhall and may and they are hereby
authorized to charge the owner or proprietor of fuch runaway {laves fo advertifed
at and after the rate of three fhillings and four-pence per month for each paper,
and no more; which faid fum of three fhillings and four-pence per month for each
paper to be paid to the printers of the feveral papers refpectively, the amount of
whofe accounts, after being properly authenticated upon oath, fhall be paid annually
by the treafurers for the time being of the feveral workhoufes in this Ifland ; and
that it fhall and may be lawful for the keeper of the workhoufe or gaol-keeper to
detain and keep in his or their cuftody [uch runaway flave or {laves {o brought
unto him or them until the owner or owners thereof, or fome perfon in their behalf
properly authorized, fhall pay unto him or them what he or they fo paid to the
perfon or perfons who apprehended and brought fuch flave or flaves into cuftody,
with two fhillings and fixpence in the pound for laying out his or their money, the
coft of advertifing at and after the rate above mentioned, and fixpence for every
twenty-four hours fuch flave or {laves fhall have been in cuftody for maintenance ;
and two-pence per day for medical care and extraordinary nourithment neceflary,
the expence of clothing where {upplied, and alfo the charges of advertifing above
direéted, and no other fees whatever ; and that the gaoler, workhoufe-keeper, or
(18.) fupervifor,
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fupervifor, and no other perfon, fhall atteft upon oath that the charges in the
account for mile-money, and the reward for apprehending fuch {lave, were altually
paid to the perfon who brought fuch runaway, and that the whole of the charges
in the faid account are {triétly conformable to law: Provided always, and it is
hereby declared, that the owner or owners of any flave to be committed by the
judgment of any flave-court, or by order of magiftrates to any workhoule by way
of punifhment, fhall not be anfwerable for or compelled to pay the workhoufe fees
for the time fuch flave fhall be fo committed and confined.

ssth. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That the keeper of
every workhoufe or gaol in this Ifland fhall, under the penalty of ten pounds for
every negleé, provide and give to every flave confined in fuch workhoufe or gaol
a fufficient quantity of good and wholefome provifions daily ; that is to fay, not
lefs than one quart of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or three pints of the
flour or meal of either, or three pints of wheat flour, or eight full-grown plantains,
or eight pounds of cocoas or yams, and alfo one herring or {had, or other falted
provifions equal thereto, and fhall alfo, under the like penalty, provide and
fupply every fuch flave confined as aforefaid with good and fufficient clothing
where neceflary.

56th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That from and
after the commencement of this A& every fupervifor, intendant, or keeper of any
public workhoufe in this Ifland, who fhall have any a&ion in replevin, homine re-
plegiando, or ejeGment, brought againft him for any negro or other {lave or flaves
in his cuftody, fhall, under a penalty for every offence not lefs than five pounds,
nor exceeding fifty pounds, as fhall be inflited by the judges of His Majefty’s
fupreme court of judicature, or courts of aflize in this Ifland, immediately after he
receives fuch replevin, hbomine replegiando, or ejetment, give notice to the feveral
county newfpapers of fuch altion, and at whofe fuit it is brought, and the name
or names of fuch negro or other flave or flaves, together with his, her, or their
mark or marks, and the beft information he can get concerning the real owner of
fuch {lave or flaves, and fhall continue fuch notice for four weeks before the trial
fhall be had upon fuch replevin, homine replegiands, or ejeétment, or fuch flave
or flaves be taken out of the cuftody of fuch fupervifor, intendant, or workhoufe-
keeper, by the perfon who fhall recover fuch flave or flaves: And if any perfon
or perfons fhall give notice to fuch fupervifor, intendant, or keeper of any work-
houfe, of his, her, or their intention to take the defence of any aéion fo brought
fuch fupervifor, intendant, or keeper of a workhoufe, fhall detain in his cuftody thé
flave or flaves for or by whom fuch ation fhall be brought, until the trial of fuch
action or order of the court thereon, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, un-
lefs the fecurity offered in cafes of homine replegiando fhall juftify before a judge of

’ the grand court or courts of aflize, mn fuch fam as fuch judge fhall think proper ;

notice of fuch juftification, and the time and place thereof, and the judge before
whom the fame is to be taken, being given to the perfon intending to take the
defence of fuch a&ion.

s7th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That no runaway
flave fhall on any account be committed to gaol by any magiftrate of a parifh where
there is any workhoufe eftablifhed, but to {uch workhoufe only.

58th. And whereas feveral flaves have found means to defert from their owners
and depart from this Iiland, to the great damage of fuch ewners in evil example to
other flaves who may be thereby induced or attempt fo confpire to do the fame :
And whereas there is reafon to fufpeét that fuch {flaves have been aided and affifted
in fuch efcape and departute by other perfons, and there is not any adequate punih-
ment provided by law for fuch defertion or departure, or attempting or confpiring
to defert and depart this Ifland, or for perfons aiding, aflifting, or abetting fuch
deferters ; for remedy whereof, be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from
and after th.e commencement of this A&, if any flave fhall run away from his
her, or their owner or owners, eémployer or employers, and go off or confpire:
or attempt to go off this Ifland in any fhip, boat, canoe, or other veffel or craft
whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting, or affifting to any other flave or flaves in fach

going
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going off this Ifland, he, fhe, or they fo running away and going off, or conipiring
or attempting to go off, or [o aiding, afhifting, or abetting in fuch going off, being
theréof convifted, fhall {uffer death, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall
think proper to direct. '

soth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any Indian,
free negro, or mulatto, fhall from and after the commencement of this A&
knowingly be aiding, aflifting or abetting any flave or {laves in going off this Ifland,
and fhall be convicted thereof, either in the fupreme court, orin either of the
courts of affize of this Ifland, fuch Indian, free negro, or mulatto, fhall be forth-
with tranfported off this Ifland by the provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy, into
whofe cultody fuch perfon or perfons fhall be committed ; and if fuch perfon or
perfons fo convitted, fentenced, and tranfported, fhall be afterwards found at large
in this Ifland, he, fhe, or they, on proof of his or their identity before the faid
fupreme court or courts of aflize as aforefaid, fhall [uffer death without benefit of
clergy.

6oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any white

perfon or perfons fhall knowingly be aiding, aflilting, or abetting any flave or flaves
in going off this Ifland, he, fhe, or they, being conviéted’thereof by bill, plaint or
information, in the fupreme court of judicature, or either of the courts of affize
of this Ifland, fhall forfeit the fum of three hundred pounds for each flave, one
moiety whereof fhall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and fucceflors,
for and towards the fupport of the government of this lland, and the contingent
charges thereof, and the other moiety to the party or parties at whofe fuit or com-
plaint fuch perfon was convited ; and fhall alfo fuffer imprifonment, at the dif-
cretion of the faid court, for any fpace of time not exceeding twelve months,
without bail or mainprize.

61ft. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and
may be lawful to proceed againit the perfon or perfons fo aiding, aflifting or
abetting any flave or flaves in going off this Ifland, whether the principal or prin-
cipals be convited or not ; any thing in this or in any other act, law, cuftom or
ufage, to the contrary thereof notwithftanding.

62d. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That no negro or
other flave fhall be allowed to travel the public roads with dogs, or cutlaffes; or
other offenfive weapons, without a ticket from his owner, or to hunt any cattle,
horfes, mares, mules or afles, in any part of this Ifland, with lances, guns, cut-
lafles, or other inftruments of death, unlefs in the company of his or their mafter,
overfeer, or fome other white perfon by him or them deputed, or by permiffion in
writing ; and if any negro, or other flave, fhall offend, contrary to the true intent
and meaning of this A&, he, fhe, or they, beingthereof conviéted before two juftices,
fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as they fhall think proper to infli¢t, not extending to
life or tranfportation for life.

63d. And whereas it is neceffary to declare, how and in what manner flaves
fhall be tried for the feveral crimes which they may hereafter commit ; be it
enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after this Aét thall commence
and be in force, upon complaint made to any juftice of the peace of any murder,
felony, burglary, robbery, burning or deftroying of houfes, out-houfes, negro-
houles, or cane, grafs or corn-pieces, or breaking into fuch houlfes, out-houfes, or
negro-houfes, in the day-fime, no perfon being therein, and ftealing thereout;
rebellious confpiracies ; compafling or imagining the death of any white perfon or
perfons, or any other offence whatfoever committed by any flave or flaves, that
fhall fubje& fuch flave or flaves to fuffer death, traniportation or confinement
to hard labour, fuch juftice fhall iffue out his warrant for apprehending fuch
offender or offenders, and for all perfons that can give evidence, to be brought
before him, or any other juftices of the peace; and the evidence of flaves agaimit
onie another, in this and all other cafes; fhall be reccived; and if, upon
examination, it appears probable that the flave or flaves apprehended is or
are guilty, the juitice before whom fuch examination fhall be had and taken

{hall
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JAMAICA. fhall commit him, her, or them to prifon, and bind over the witnefes to appear at
a certain day, not lefs than ten days from the day on which the complaint fhall be

made, and at the place where the quarter-feflions are ufually held, and where:

there are no quarter-feflions held, at the place where the parochial bufinefs is
Juticesto callintwo yfyally tranfacted, and fhall certify to two other juftices of the peace the caufe of
(rﬂigtra{lt?et:f;,(:;}éﬁ fuch commitment, and require them by virtue of this A& to affociate themfelves
forfeit z0l. )andthey to him, which the faid juftices are hereby feverally 1‘equ1red_to do-, under the_ pe-
aretofummon ajury nalty of twenty pounds for every neglec or refufal ; and the faid juftices fo affociated
from which particu- fha)f jffue out their warrant, directed to the deputy marfhal of fuch parifh or pre-
lar perfons are ex- . : ] 5 i
cepted. cin&, to fummon eighteen perfons, fuch as are ufually warned and impannelle

to ferve on juries (the mafter, owner, or proprietor of the flave or flaves fo com-

plained of, or the attorney, guardian, truftee, overfeer, or book-keeper always

excepted,) perfonally to be and appear before the faid juftices, or any three or.

more of the juftices of the peace of the faid parifh aflociated for the fame purpofe,
at the day and place aforefaid to be exprefled in fuch warrant, and between the
hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the forenoon, when and where the faid
perfons {o warned by the deputy marfhal as aforefaid are hereby feverally required

g to atend, under the penalty of five pounds on each defaulter, and when and where
the faid juftices fhall caufe the faid flave or flaves fo complained of to be brought
Nine perlons to  before them, and thereupon nine of the faid perfons fo fummoned as aforefaid
COEPoEA It o] compofe ajury to try the faid flave or flaves, and fhall by the faid juftices (the
charge or accufation being firft read) be fworn to try the matter before them, and

to give a true verdi&, according to evidence; and fuch charge or acculfation fhall

be deemed valid, if [ufficient in fubftance ; and if the faid jurors fhall, upon

If flaves conviéted, hearing the evidence, unanimoufly find the faid {lave or flaves guilty of the offence
Jf:ﬁt‘;fzg”‘fydg;‘;; wherewith he, fhe, or they ftand charged, the faid juftices fhall give fentence of
tranfportation, %ec. death without benefit of clergy, or tranfportation, or confinement to hard labour
for life or a limited time, according to the nature of the offence, and fhall caufe

fuch fentence to be carried into execution at fuch time and place as they fhall think

. proper, women with child only excepted, whofe execution fhall be refpited until
gigéﬁfsomnafguﬂfﬁd a reafonable time after delivery : Provided always, that nothing in this Aét con-
dhve, it they fce 7 tained fhall hinder or prevent the faid jultices, upon any fuch trial where any
caufe ; flave or flaves fhall be condemned to die, from relpiting the execution of fuch
fentence for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleafure of the

. governor, or the perfon executing the funétions of governor, fhall be known, in

and muft do it on  cafe proper caufe fhall appear to them for fo doing; and that if the jury, upon
application of the  any fych trial, fhall apply to the faid juftices to fufpend the execution of any fen-
S tence until the pleafure of the governor, or the perfon executing the funétions of
governor, is known, the faid juftices fhall be obliged to fufpend the fame for thirty

days, and to report the particulars of the trial to the governor, or the: perfon

executing the funéions of governor, forthwith, under the penalty of fifty pounds

exceptin cafes of on each juitice who fat on fuch trial, except in cafes of trial of any flave or flaves
:::egiz‘;;:fnh;:i‘z convicted of acctual rebellion, or forrebellicus confpiracy; in all which cafes the
e faid juftices fhall, if they think it expedient, order the fentence pafled on fuch flave
When bufinefs of ~ or flaves to be carried into immediate execution: And it is hereby declared, that

Jurors not attendin
to forfeit 51.

qugﬂeﬁf‘;{fmf’m‘ at every court of quarter-feflion held in each and every parifh or preciné within
?:r;‘i%{:‘:nr‘e‘i'iz:;m this Ifland, the juftices there affembled fhall and may may, after the ufual bufinels
% Have-court:; of the faid court fhall be done, form themfelves into a court for the purpofe of

inquiring into, hearing, and determining all manner of offences for which any

flave or {laves are liable to be punifthed with death, or tranlportation or confine-

ment to hard labour as aforefaid, and fhall open the faid court by proclamation,

declaring the fame to be a flave-court for fuch purpofe, and fhall thereupon, on

the like charge in writing, and in like manner in all other refpeés as the three

for the purpofe of jultices aflociated and met as herein-before mentioned are by this A& directed
gaol delivery. to proceed in trial of flaves for fuch offences, proceed to try, and deliver the gao!
; or workhoufe within the faid parifh or preciné of all and every the flave or flaves
who are or may then be in the cuftody of the marfhal or keeper of the workhoufe
within each and every parifh or preciné as aforefaid, and fhall forthwith call 2
jury, confifting of nine jurors, to be called and taken from the pannel returned

to
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to the faid court of quarter-feflion, and fhall caule them to be feyerally {worn as
they fhall appear to try all and every fuch flave or flaves as fhall be brought before
them, charged with any fuch offences as aforefaid, and a true verdiét give accord-
ing to evidence, asin other cales : Provided always, that no lefs than three juftices
fhall conftitute a court for the trial of any flave or flaves for any crime or offence
that fhall fubjeét fuch flave or {laves to fuffer death, tranfportation, or confinement
to hard labour for life as aforefaid : And provided always, that in any cafe upon
an indi¢tment againft any flave or flaves for murder, where malice prepenfe fhall
not be proved to the fatisfaftion of the jurors, fuch jurors thall be and they are
hereby declared to be at liberty to return a verdiét of manflaughter, if they fhall
think the nature of the cafe fhall require it ; and the perfon or perfons fo found
guilty of manflaughter fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the court fhall chink fit to
inflict, not extending to life or tranfportation for life.

64th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, thatall and every
the jurors who have been returned to ferve as jurors at the quarter-feflions to be
holden as aforefaid, are hereby required, under the penalty of five pounds, to be
and appear at the faid flave-court, fo to be formed and holden as aforefaid, and
to ferve as jurors thereon as they fhall refpeétively be called ; and that upon all
trials of flaves under this A&, no peremptory challenges of any of the faid jurors,
or any exception to the form of the indi¢tment, fhall be allowed.

6s5th. And be it further enacted, That all witnefles of free condition legally
warned, and who do not attend to give evidence at any trial under this Aét, or
fhow by affidavit a fufficient caufe for his or her abfence, fhall be liable to a fine
of ten pounds.

66th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all jurors
ferving at flave-courts, and every perfon or perfons whofe prefence may be re-
quifite at the examination of any flave or flaves, and who fhall be required by
warrant or fummons under the hand and feal of any juftice of the peace, and all
and every flave or flaves who fhall be brought as witneffes, fhall be proteéted in
their perfons from all mefne or judicial procefs whatfoever in their going to,
attending at, and returning from fuch examinations or trial, and that fuch flave
{hall not be fubject to be levied on.

67th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefuid, That a record fhall
be entered up of all proceedings on the trial of {laves for any crime that fhall
fubjet any {lave or flaves to fuffer death, tranfportation, or confinement to hard
labour, in a book to be kept for that purpofe by the clerk of the peace, or his
lawful deputy of the parith or precinét, who is hereby obliged to attend all fuch
trials, and to record the proceedings within thirty days after fuch trial, under the
penalty of twenty pounds for each neglect; and he fhall be entitled to receive
from the churchwardens of fuch parifh the fum of five pounds and no more for
attending fuch trial, entering up the record, and all other bufinels incidental
thereto ; and further, that the deputy marfhal for the faid parifh, or fome proper
perfon a&ing under him, fhall, under the penalty of fifty pounds, warn the
jurors and attend the trials of all flaves, and alfo attend at the execution of f{uch
offenders as fhall be condemned to die; and that he fhall be entitled to receive
from the churchwardens of the faid parifh the fum of five pounds for warning
jurors and attending the trials of flaves at all {pecial {lave-courts to be held under
this A&, and the further fum of five pounds for attending the execution of fuch
offenders as thall be condemned to die.

68th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any
flave or flaves fhall, with evil intent, give falfe evidence in any trial had under
this aé, fuch flave or flaves, being thereof convicted, fhall fuffer the fame punifh-
ment as the perfon or perfons on whofe trial fuch falfe evidence was given would,
if conviéted, have been liable to fuffer.

6oth. And be it further enated "by the authority aforefaid, That in future,
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the peace againft any flave, if the faid {flave cannot be immediately taken on the
faid warrant, the owner, pofleflor, attorney, guardian, or overleer of fuch flave
fhall be ferved with a copy ‘i(f] the faid warrant; and if he, fhe, or they do not
carry the faid flave before a tagiftrate to be dealt with according to law on the
faid warrant, and if it fhould be afterwards proved that the owner, pofleflor,
attorney, guardian, or overfeer of fuch {lave wilfully detained or concealed the
faid flave, he, fhe, or they fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds.

zoth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in all trials
of any flave or flaves under this A& fix days notice of fuch trial fhall be firft
given to the owner, proprietor, or pofleflor of fuch flave or flaves, his, her, or
their lawful attorney or attornies, or other reprefentative or reprefentatives; any
law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

71ft. And whereas it may fometimes happen that the owner, proprietor, or
pofleflor of a flave may refide in a different parifh or precinét from that wherein
fuch flave may have committed the offence for which he or fhe is to be tried ; be
it therefore enalted, That in fuch cafes the clerk of the peace of the parith or
precinét wherein the offence is to be tried fhall tranfmit the notice of fuch trial
to the clerk of the peace of the parifh or precintt wherein the owner, proprietor,
or pofleflor as aforefaid may refide, who fhall forthwith thereupon, under the
penalty of twenty pounds, deliver fuch notice and a copy thereof to one of the
lawful conftables of the faid parifh, to be by him, under the penalty of ten pounds,
ferved on fuch owner, proprietor, or pofleflor ; and the faid conftable is hereby
required to make an affidavit of the manner in which he may have ferved the faid
notice, to be fworn to before any juftice of the peace, and fhall return fuch
notice, fo fworn to, to the clerk of the peace from whom he received the fame,
to be by him tranfmitted to the clerk of the peace of the parith or precin& where
the offence is to be tried in due time ; for which duty the clerk of the peace of
the parifh where the warrant fhall be ferved fhall be paid the fum of one pound
fix fhillings and eight-pence, and the conftable the fum of one pound fix fhillings
and eight-pence, by the acting churchwarden of the faid parith.

72d. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where the punifhment of death is inflited, the execution fhall be performed in a
public part of the parifh, and with due folemnity and care; and care fhall be
taken by the gaoler or deputy marfhal that the criminal is free from  intoxication
at the time of his trial, and trom thence to and at the time of his execution,
under the penalty of twenty pounds; and the mode of fuch execution fhall be
hanging by the neck and no other, and the body fhall be afterwards difpofed of
as the court fhall direct.

73d. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where any flave fhall be put upon his, her, or their trial, and receive fentence of
death, or tranfportation, or commitment to hard labour for life, the court, at
the time of trying fuch flave or flaves, fhall alfo inquire of the jury, upon their
oaths, what fum or {ums of money the owner, proprietor, or pofleflor of the
faid flave or flaves ought to receive for fuch flave or flaves, and certify the fame,
fo that fuch fum or fums of money do not exceed the fum of one hundred pounds
for each flave fo fentenced as aforefaid ; and if the conviftion be for running
away, the value to be fet by the jury fhall not exceed fifty pounds.

74th. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where any flave or flaves fhall be brought to trial, and fentenced to death or
tranfportation, and valued according to the directions of this A&, the provoit-
marthal or his lawful deputy fhall, under the penalty of two hundred pounds,
carry fuch fentence into execution as foon after the pafling thereof as an oppor-
tunity fhall offer ; and, in cafe of fentence to tranfportation, fhall forthwith fell
fuch flave or flaves for tranfportation to the beft advantage in his power; and
fhall under the penalty of two hundred pounds, within the fpace of one month
from the time of fuch fale, render to the owner, proprietor, or pofleflor of fuch
{lave,
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flave, or other perfon legally entitled to reccive the fame, a juft and true account ~JAMAICA.
upon oath of the'fale or fales of fuch flave or flaves, and of the legal charges
attending the fame, and pay over to fuch owner, proprietor, or pofleflor, or
other perfon legally entitled to receive the fame, the proceeds of fuch fale or fales,
after deducting all legal charges as aforefaid ; and if it fhall happen that the
charges due to the provoft-marfhal ‘or his legal deputy for confinement and
fubfiftence of faid flave or flaves; fhall amount to or exceed the amount of the
fales, the fame fhall be fworn to by!the faid provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy,
on the back of the certificate of valuation ; in which cafe the receiver-general
fhall pay the whole amount of fuch valuation.

75th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes Valuation of {laves
where any {lave or flaves fhall be fentenced to death or confinement to hard gztel?;ggrt&ie:g‘
labour for life, and be valued according to this A&, fuch flave or flaves fhall be 4 pe paid by re-
paid for by the receiver-general of this Ifland out of any monies in his hands, ceiver-general.
upon production of a legal certificate of fuch [entence and valuation, but not
otherwife ; and in all cales where any flave or flaves fhall be fentenced to tranf-
portation, and valued in manner aforefaid, the receiver general fhall in like
manner, upon produétion of a like certificate, together with the account on oath
herein-before direted to be made by the provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy, but
not otherwife, pay the amount of the valuation of fuch flave or flaves, after
deduéting the amount of fuch account.

76th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That every flave Purchafersof flaves
who, under the authority and by virtue of this A&, fhall be fold for tranfport- ©ntenced to tranf.
ation by the provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy, (hall, notwithftanding fuch Eﬁ;ﬁ;‘f;’gégl_g“:m,
fale, remain in the cuftody of the faid provoft-marfhal until the purchafer of tyto tranfportpthm;
fuch flave fhall have entered into bond with fuflicient fecurity to our Sovereign Lord in thirty days.
theKing, under the penalty of five hundred pounds for every fuch flave fo purchafed,
that every fuch flave fhall be tranfported off this Ifland within thirty days after the
date of fuch bond, and fhall in the mean time be kept in clofe confinement on
board the fhip or veflel in which fuch flave is intended to be tranfported ; Bond to be lodged
which bond fhall be taken by the faid provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy L“ﬂféirk ok peargs
as aforefaid (for which the faid provoft-marfhal or his faid deputy fhall receive i
from the party entering into the fame all expenfes incidental thereto), and be
filed among the records in the office of the clerk of the peace of the parith or
precinét wherein fuch fale fhall be made.

77th, And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That every fuch Purchafers to make
purchafer of any flave {o direcled to be fold for tranfportation as aforefaid fhall, galh ‘hi?tﬂa"es fha]i.
at the time of executing fuch bond as aforefaid, alfo make oath before the provoft- tﬁ_ﬁ?i‘ﬁegoﬁtlgﬁ’nz’:
marfhal or his lawful deputy as aforefaid (either of whom is hereby authorized be relanded.
and required to adminifter the fame) that every fuch flave fo purchafed by him
thall be tranfported to (death or danger of the feas excepted),
and that the faid flave fo purchafed fhall not with his knowledge, privity, or con-
fent, be relanded in this Ifland.

78th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That the provoft- No flave to be de-
marfhal or any of his deputies {hall not, under the penalty of three hundred pounds livered until bond
- - Vo1 ¥ taken and oath
for each offence, deliver over to any purchafer or purchafers any flave fo fold for 1. “under
tranfportation as aforefaid, until fuch bond is entered into and oath taken as afore- penaley.
faid ; and in cale any fuch flave fo fold for tranfportation as aforefaid fhall be
found within this Ifland after the expiration of the thirty days before limited for
his or her tranfportation, fuch flave fhall become forfeited to the Crown, and be
relold for tranfportation by the provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy, in the fame
manner and under the like penalties as are herein-before enatted, and the net
proceeds of fuch refale fhall be paid over to the receiver-general for the ufe of the

public.

79th. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That every flave fold }S?Ch ﬂa"esbg"i“g at
for tranfportation under and by virtue of this Act, who fhall be found at large ;c‘ﬁge:;‘?y:n?ge‘f_“
within this Ifland at any time after fuch fale as is herein-before direfted, may and fop, and on due

fhall proof refold.
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fhall be lawfully apprehended by any perfon whomfoever, and immediately taken
before any of His Majefty’s jultices of the peace ; and if it fhall appear to thefatis-
faction of fuch juftice that fuch flave has been formerly fold for tranfportation
by virtue of this A&, fuch juftice {hall by wartant under his hand and feal direct
fuch flave to be delivered to the provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy to be refold
for tranfportation only ; and the monies arifing from fuch fale, after deducting a
commiffion of five pounds per centum, and all neceffary expenfes, fhall be paid
over, one moiety thereof to the perfon apprehending fuch {lave, and the other
moiety to the receiver-general for the time being, for the fupport of the govern-
ment of this Ifland.

8oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,That if any negro
or other flave who fhall have been tranfported from this Ifland under the direction
of this A&, or of any other A¢t heretofore in force refpeéting flaves, for murder,
rebellion, or being engaged in a rebellious confpiracy, or obeah or arfon, fhall
wilfully return from tranfportation, fuch negro or other flave fhall upon con-
vi€tion fuffer death without benefit of clergy.

81ft. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if the mafter of
any fhip or veffel fhall knowingly and wilfully bring back to this Ifland any negro
or other flave who {hall have been tranfported from this Ifland under and by virtue
of this A&, or any other At heretofore in force refpeting flaves, fuch mafter
being convitted thereof by bill, plaint, or information in the fupreme court of judi-
cature, or either of the courts of aflize of this Ifland, fhall forfeit the fum of
three hundred pounds for each flave fo brought back ; one moiety whereof fhall be
to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and {ucceflors, for and towards the fup-
port of the government of this Ifland, and the contingent charges thereof, and the
other moiety to the party or parties at whofe fuit or complaint fuch perfon was con-
victed, and fhall alfo fuffer imprifonment, at the difcretion of the court for any fpace
of time not lefs than three nor exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize.

82d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro
or other flave, who may be fentenced to be confined in the workhoufe for the
term of two years or a lefs time, fhall efcape from fuch confinement before the ex-
piration of his fentence, fuch negro or other flave being retaken fhall, on proof
of his or her identity before two juftices of the peace, be adjudged by them to be
fent back to confinement to complete the term for which he or fhe was fentenced
to confinement, and to receive a whipping not exceeding fifty lafhes.

83d. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or
other flave who may be fentenced to be confined to hard labour for life in any
workhoufe fhall efcape therefrom, every fuch negro or other flave being retaken
fhall, on proof of his or her identity before two magiftrates, be adjudged by them

either to be recommitted to his or her former punithment, or to be tranfported
off this Ifland for life.

84th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if the provoft-
marfhal or any of his lawful deputies, or any lawful conftable or workhoufe-
keeper, fhall willingly or negligently fuffer any flave or {flaves to efcape, who fhall
be committed to his or their cuftody for any offence under this A&, fuch marfhal,
conftable, or workhoufe-keeper, who fhall fuffer fuch efcape, fhall, on convi&tion
thereof before two magiftrates, forfeit the fum of fifty pounds, to be recovered in
a fummary manner by warrant under the hands and feals of the faid two magi-

ftrates, for the ufe of the parifh, and without injury to the rights of the owner to
fue for the value of the fame.

8sth. And be it further enafted, That where any flave or flaves fhall be dif-
charged by proclamation, the deputy marfhal or workhoufe-keeper fhall be entitled
to receive all fuch Fees as fhall be due to him or them for {uch flave or
{laves, at the time of {uch difcharge, from the public, upon application and due
proof made in the moft folemn manner to the Aflembly, or any cowmittee thereof,
that fuch flave or flaves, during the time they were in the cuftody of fuch deputy-

marfhal
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marfhal or workhoufe-keeper, was and were found and provided with proper and
fufficient provifions, and neceflary clothing, agreeable to this law.

86th. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That no gaol-keeper
in this Ifland, or any perfon aéting under him as clerk or deputy, fhall on any
pretence whatfoever work or employ any flave or flaves {fent to his cuftody upon
any plantation, pen, or fettlement belonging to or in the poffeffion of any fuch
gaol-keeper, nor hire or lend fuch flave or flaves out to work for any other
perfon or perfons, during the time fuch flave or flaves fhall be in his cuftody, but
that all fuch flaves fhall be and remain in the common gaol of the county, parifh,
or precint, in order to be infpefted by any perfon or perfons defiring the fame ;
and in cale any gaol-keeper fhall offend herein, he fhall for every offence forfeit
the fum of fifty pounds.

87th. And whereas there are many inferior crimes and mifdemeanors com-
mitted by flaves, which ought to be punifhed in a fummary manner before two
magiftrates, be it therefore enadted by the authority aforefaid, That all mif-
demeanors and inferior crimes committed by any flave or flaves, not hereinbefore
mentioned and dire€ted in what manner they are to be tried, fhall be tried in a
fummary manner before two or more jultices of the peace of the parifh or preciné
where the offence fhall be committed, reafonable notice of the time and place of
fuch trial being given to the owner, proprietor, or pofleflor of fuch flave or flaves,
or his, her, or their attorney or attornies, or the perfon or perfons having the care
of fuch flave or flaves; and the faid juftices of the peace fhall, on conviétion of
fuch flave or flaves, order and diret fuch punifhment to be inflicted as they fhall
think proper, nor exceeding fifty lathes, or fix months imprifonment to hard
labour.

88th. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the peace, for attending {uch
fummary trial, and making out the order of the magiltrates thereat, which he is
hereby bound to do under the penalty of fifty pounds, fhall be entitled to receive
from the churchwardens of the parifh the fum of one pound fix fhillings and eight-
pence ; and the conftable for attending at the trial, and at the execution of the
order of the magiftrates thereon, fhall receive the fum of ten fhillings.

8gth. .And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may
be lawful for the juftices aforefaid, and they are hereby required, to do their feyeral
and refpe&ive duties under this A&, when martial law fhall happen 10 be in force,
as they might or ought to have done if martial law were not [ubfifting ; any law,
cuftom, or ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithitanding.

goth. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That all penalties in
this A& mentioned, and not already declared how they fhall be recovered and
applied, fhall, if not exceeding fifty pounds, be recovered in a fummary manner
before any two of His Majefty’s juftices of the peace, by diftrefs and fale of the
offender’s goods and chattels ; and if amounting to or exceeding fifty pounds, to
be recovered in the {fupreme court of judicature, or in either of the courts of affize,
by aétion of debt, bill, plaint or information, wherein no efloign, protection, or
wager of law, or non vult ulterius profequi, fhall be entered ; one moiety of which
penalties fhall be paid to the churchwardens, for the ufe of the parith where the
offence thall be committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or him, her, or
them who fhall fue for the fame : Provided always, that all proceedings for the
recovery of penalties under this A fhall be inftituted within twelve months after
the offence be committed.

1ft. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, Thatall crimes com-
mitted by flaves during the time the A&, intituled, * An A& for the proteétion,
fubfifting, clothing, and for the better order and government of Slaves, and for
ather ;purpofes,” pafled in the year One thoufand eight hundred and feven, was in
force, fhall be heard, tried and determined, and fuch {lave punifhed in the manner
directed by the faid Act, and as if the fame were now in full force, and for which
purpofe only the faid recited At fhall be confidered as ftill in force.

(18.) Q No. 16

JAMAICA.

Gaol-keepers not to
work out flaves fent
to them for ¢onfine-
ment, under penalty
of gol.

Two juftices may
inquire into inferior
crimes, giving no-
tice to ewners, &c.
of flaves, and order
punifhment.

Clerks of peace 19
attend fuch fum-

mary trials, under
penaltyof 50l. for
which they are to
be paid 1}, 6s, 8d.

Juftices to enforce
this A& as well
during martial law
as at other times.

Ref:oarei‘iy&ad appli-
cation ot penalties
2{01: befare difpofed

Proceedings to be
commenced within
twelve months.

Offences committed
under former At
may be heard, tried,
&c.asif it were &ill
in force.




JAMAICA.

Preamble.

23 Ceo. 3. Cap: 27-
claufe 4. repealed.

Perfonsof colour, or
negraes of free con-
dition, allowed to
keep, hire oremploy
perfons of the fame
free condition,
agreeably to the
number of flaves
they poflefs, and
according to the
{cale and proportion
of the abovea@,not-
with{tanding any
thing in the faid act
‘contained.

They are to fave
deficiencies for
themfelves, or for
others, in all cafes
wherein white per-
fons are allowed hy
the above at to do
{o.

Tn all other cafes not
herein mentioned,
all duties, &c. and
forms, mulatis mu-
tandis, Lo be con-
fidered applicable to
fuch perfons,

This act to be in
force until 31it
December 1816.

62 )

No. 16.

AN ACT to enable Perfons of Colour, and Negroes of Free Condition, tor
fave deficiencies for their own Slaves, and for the Slaves of each other.
[4th December 1813. ]

WHEREAS it is deemed expedient that perfons of colour and negroes of free
condition thould be permitted to employ perfons of the fame clafs and condition on
their refpective properties, and that fuch free perfons fo employed, as well as fuch
free perfons being proprietors, thould be allowed to fave deficiencies for their own
body ; and it is alfo expedient to repeal a certain claufe of an Aé herein-aiter
mentioned, relating to free perfons: We, therefore, Your Majefty’s dutiful and
loyal fubjeéts, the Affembly of this Your Majelty’s Ifland of Jamaica, do moft
humbly befeech Your Majefty that it may be enacted ; be it therefore enacted
and ordained by the Governor, Council, and Affembly of this Ifland, and it is
hereby enated and ordained by the authority of the fame, That the fourth claufe of
the twenty-feventh chapter of the fifty-third year of the reign of His prefent
Majefty be and the fame is hereby repealed.

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That notwith{landing
any thing contained to the contrary in a certain A& of this Ifland, paffed on the
eleventh day of December in the year of our Lord One thoufand eight hundred and
twelve, intituled, ¢ An A& to oblige the feveral inhabitants of this Ifland to keep a
number of white perfons ferving in the militia, in proportion to the number of
flaves they fhall poflefs, or to pay certain fums of money in cafe they fhall be
deficient,” it fhall and may be lawful for every proprietor, being a perfon of colour
or negro of free condition, or other perfon or perfons of the fame free condition,
holding, poflefling, or employing, in any parith within this Ifland, any flaves, or
hiring any flaves by the year, to keep up, employ, and hire one or more perfon or
perfons of the fame free clals or condition, for the feveral numbers of {laves, and
according to the fcale and the feveral proportions fet forth in the firlt claufe of the
faid laft above recited A, which faid free perfons fhall be males, aftually doing
duty in the militia, and fhall live and refide on the plantation or plantations for
which they fhall refpectively be given in, receiving wages or hire for their fervices
on fuch plantations refpectively, at not lefs than fitty pounds per annum.

3d. And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
wherein by the faird A& white perfons and their refpedtive delcendants are
allowed to fave deficiencies for their own flaves, or for the flaves of any other white
perfons, it fhall be lawful in like manner for perfons of colour and negroes of free
condition to fave deficiencies for themfelves refpeétively, or for other perfons of
colour, or negroes of free condition, on whofe properties they fhall refpecively be
employed and hired as aforefaid.

4th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That in all other
cafes, not particularly mentioned in this A&, all duties, obligations, and penalties,
all fubjets of relief, and all forms of giving in, and of affidavits relating to white
perfons, fhall in like manner, mutatis mutandis, be deemed and confidered as
applicable to perfons of free condition as aforefaid, of which the commiffioners of
publicaccounts, the receiver general, all magiftrates, clerks of veftries, and other
perfons, fhall in like manner and under like penalties take due notice.

5th. And be it further enacted by the aurhority aforefaid, That this a& fhall
continue and be in force from the pafling thereof until the thirty-firft day of

December in the year of our Lord One thoufand eight hundred and fixteen, and
no longer.

No. 17.
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No. 17.

AN ACT to repeal feveral A&ts, and the claufe of an A& of this Ifland,
refpeéting Perfons of Free Condition, and for granting to fuch Perfons

certain Privileges. [4th December 1813. ]

WHEREAS it is expedient to admit all people of free condition born in this
Ifland, or manumifed purfuant to the laws thereof, being baptized and inftructed
in the Chriftian religion, to give evidence in all cafes, civil and criminal; and
alfo to repeal the feveral Aéts, and the claufe of an A of this Iland herein-after
mentioned relating to fuch perfons: May it pleafe Your moft Excellent Majefty
that it may be enalted ; be it therefore enatted by the Governor, Council, and
Affembly of this Your M‘d}&&)’ s Ifland of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted by the
authority of the fame, That from and immediately after the pafling of this a&, a
certain A& made and pafled in the twenty-firft year of the reign of His late M"qefty,
King George the Second, chapter feven, intituled  An Act for making free Negroes,
Indians, and Mulattoes, evidence inall caufes againft one another, in all the courts of
this Ifland;”” a certainother A&, made and paﬁE:d in the fecond ymr of the relgn of His
prefent I\'IELJL&} chapter eight, intituled ¢ An Act to prevent theinconveniences arif-
ing from exorbitant Grants and Devifes made by white Perfons to Negroes and
the Iffue of Negroes, and to reftrain and limit fuch Grants and Devifes ;*” a certain
other A&, made and paffed in the thirty-fixth year of the reign of His prefent
Majefty, chapter twenty three, intituled, ¢ An Aé for granting certain Prlvﬂeges
to Perfons of Colour, and Neg:oes bcing of free Condition and Chriftians ;> and
the firft claufe of a certain other A&t, made and pafitd in the twenty-fifth year of
the reign of His prefent Majefty, chaptet feventeen, intituled,  An A& to prevent
the Captains, Commanders, or Mafters of Ships and all othel Vefiels whatfoever
from clandeftinely carrying off this Ifland negro or other flaves,” fhall be and
ftand repealed, annulled, and made void, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever ;
any thing in the faid Aéts, cr either of them, or in any A& or A&ts contained
to the contrary in anywife notwith{tanding.

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
the pafling of this Act all and every perfon and perfons of free condition, born in
this Ifland, or manumiled purfuant to the laws thereof, and who have been baptized
and inftructed in the principles of the Chriftian religion, fhall and lawfully may be
admitted and received to give evidence on any trial or fuit, of any nature or kind
whatloever, or on the hearing of any complaint inftituted or exhibited in any of
the courts of law or equity in this lfland; or before any magiftrate or coroner:
Provided always, that no fuch perfon fhall be competent to be admitted or received
to give evidence under and by virtue of this A&, unlefs fuch perfon fhall have been
baptized fix months at the leaft previous to the time of fuch perfon being produced
to give evidence, and unlefs fuch perfon fhall at fuch time produce a certificate of
his or her baptifm, and which certificate fhall have been produced to, and the pro-
duétion thereot attefted by, the cuftos or fome magiftrate, and one of the church-
wardens of the parifh wherein fuch perfon fhall refide, any thing hereinbefore con-
tained to the contrary thereof in anywife notwithftanding: And provided alfo,
that no negro or mulatto who fhall be made free fhall be admitted to give evidence
by virtue of this law, unlefs he or fhe has been manumitted, or made free, for
the fpace of twelve months previous to the commifion of the offence or
exiftence of the fact refpecting which he or fhe fhall be produced to give his or
her evidence.

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all 1 and every
perfon and perfons of free condition, in the feveral parifhes of ‘this Iland, fhall and
they are hereby required to give in their refpelive names and places of abode in

the feveral parifhes wherein they refpeétively refide, to the mayor, aldermen, and
Commaon
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JAMAICA. common council, in the city and parifh of Kingfton, and in the other parithes, to

the juftices and veftry in open veltry, to be recorded in a book to be kept for that

Pla"?g of abode, and purpofe ; and fhall then and there produce the certificate of his or her baptifm, and

;ﬁ:t;;t&:: B¢ alfo his or her manumiffion, or prove, to the fatisfaction of the juftices and veftry,

' 8 his or her right to freedom; and in default of compliance with the requifition
herein contained, each perfon fo making default fhall, during fuch non-compliance,
forfeit all benefit and advantage he or fhe would otherwife be entitled to under and
by virtue of this Act: And the clerk of the common council of Kingfton, and the
clerk of the veftry of each other parith; fhall, under the penalty of fifty pounds for
each name omitted, record the names of fuch perfons of free condition who may
{o give in their names to the faid mayor, aldermen, and common council, and to
the juftices and veftry as hereby required, and prove their right to freedom, and
forthwith grant certificates thereof to fuch perfons who may apply therefore ; and
which certificate thall be to the effect following :

¢ Thefe are to certify, That did, on the
< day of in the year of our Lord
“ give in his [or, her] name at a veftry, holden at and did then
“ and there produce the Certificate of his [or, her] baptifm, and fhow how he
¢ [or, The] obtained his [or, her] freedom.”

And for which certificate the clerk of the veftry fhall be entitled to receive a fee
of one fhilling and three-pence, and no more.

Such certificates,or  4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That fuch certificate,
the record thereof, or the record thereof in the veftry-book, fhall on all and every occafion where a
£ bg ‘30““&"’?‘1 party is tendered as a witnefs, be received and taken as proof of the freedom of the
‘?‘:dcf;fwf ; perfon producing the fame, and fhall entitle fuch perfon to be received as a witnefs
under and by virtue of this A¢t, unlefs it Thall be fatisfactorily proved to the court
before whom fuch perfon is produced as a witnefs, that fuch perfon is not of free
condition,
?rﬁ?&iﬁif::?nit- s5th. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon of
ting perjury to be  iree condition fhall, in any caufe where he fhall give his or her teftimony, commit
punifhed agreeably wilful and corrupt perjury, fuch perfon, being thereof convited, fhall be punifhed

to the laws of according to the laws and ftatutes of Great Britain in fuch cafes made and
Great DBritain. provided

ﬁ#ﬂalt{{ on clerk of  6th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the penalty here-
e&e,i:eth? t?:frg“““‘ inbefore mentioned fhall be recovered in a fummary manner before any two of His
clafe, toberecover- Majefty’s juftices of the peace of the parith wherein the offence fhall have been

ed fummarily. committed, and to'the ufe of the party or parties complaining thereof.

Dfﬂgg?fﬁ_lﬁlyiﬂg 7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may

L‘;"‘fﬁg‘;‘e d"'ﬁi;‘?_’ be lawful to navigateall droggers, veflels, or boats plying round this Ifland for hire,

fons of free con- DY Degroes, mulattoes, or by any other defcription of perfons, whether free or

dition, or flaves.  flave, notwithftanding any thing to the contrary in any other A& of this Ifland at

Proils: any time heretofore made : Provided neverthelefs, that the mafter of fuch drogger
fhall be a native fubject of free condition.

No. 18.

AN ACT to enable the Juftices and Veftry of the feveral Parifhes of this
Ifland to fit out parties of confidential Slaves. [4th December 1813.]

WHEREAS it has been found beneficial, in feveral parts of this Ifland, to employ
confidential {laves for the taking and bringing in or deftroying runaway or rebel-
lious flaves; We, Your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the Affembly of
Jamaica, humbly befeech Your Majefty that it may be ena&ed ; be it therefore
AT enalted by the Governor, Council and Affembly of this Your Majefty’s Hland of
LA Jamaica, and it is hereby enatted by the authority ‘of the fame, That it fhall and

any parifh, governor 114y be lawful for the Governor, or perfon exercifing the fun&ions of government
empowered to for
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for the time being, on the reprefentation of the juftices and veftry of any parifh in
this lfland, that hordes of runaway or rebellious flaves, dangerous to the peace of
the community, are colle¢ted within or in the neighbourhood of the parifh, to
authorize the juftices and veftry of any parifh within this Ifland, when and as often
as to the faid governor or perfon exercifing the funétions of government, it fhall on
fuch reprefentation appear neceffary or expedient to raife fuch number of negro
and other flaves, or perfons of free condition, as to them fhall feem meet, and at
{uch hire as can be agreed on between the faid juftices and veltry and the owners of
fuch flaves, to go in purfuit of, and to take, bring in, or deftroy all fuch runaway
or rebellious flaves as may be affembled in the faid parifh or neighbourhocd, and to
appoint officers for commanding fuch parties ; and {fuch party fo to be fent out fhall
be fupplied with good arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, by the juftices and
veftry, and at the expenfe of the faid parifh: Provided always, that with every
fuch party of flaves there fhall be at leaft one white perfon for every twenty negro
or other flaves.

2d. And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That the officers and
non-commiflioned officers employed to command and conduét fuch parties fhall
be appointed by warraut under the hand and feal of the cuftos or fenior magiltrate
prefiding at any veftry, on the nomination of the majority of the juitices and veftry-
men prelent, when the faid officers fhall be appointed under the authority to be
given by the governor or perfon exercifing the funéions of government as afore-
faid ; and that fuch officers, non-commiffioned officers, and others employed in any
fuch party, fhall be allowed and paid at and after the rate allowed in and by an att
pafled in the forty-eighth year of thereign of His prefent Majelty, commonly called
The Party Law, during fuch time as fuch officers fhall be employed in attual
fervice.

3d. And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That over and above
the faid pay and hire of the negroes employed in fuch parties, the faid parties fhall
be allowed the like rewards for taking or killing rebellious or runaway {laves, as
are in and by the faid A¢t allowed to be diftributed in the proportions and manner
thereby directed.

4th. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That all and every the
flave or flaves who fhall be employed in fuch parties fhall previoufly be valued and
appraifed by the faid juftices and veftry, or any two perfons to be appointed by
them, fuch valuation not to exceed the fum of two hundred pounds; and in cafe
any {lave or flaves fhall be killed, the mafter or owner of fuch flave or {laves: thall
receive for every flave fo killed the fum at which the faid flave fhall have been
valued ; and in cafe any fuch flave or flaves fhall be difabled by lofs of limb, the
mafter or owner of fuch flave or flaves fhall receive fuch fum as fhall appear, upon
a revaluation, to be an adequate compenfation, not exceceding one hundred
pounds; fuch revaluation to be made by the faid juftices and veftry, or two per-
{ons to be by them appointed, after fuch flave or flaves fhall become fo difgbled as
aforefaid.

sth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid juftices
and veftry fhall and may and they are hereby authorized and required to raife and
levy on the inhabitants of the parifh where fuch party or parties may be fitted out,
fuch fum or fums of money as may be requifite and neceflary for the pay, hire,
maintenance, and rewards to which fach party or parties may be entitled, and as
may be required to pay for fuch flave or flaves as may be killed or difabled in fuch
party or parties, to be received, levied, and enforced as the other parochial taxes :
Provided always, that nothing herein contained is meant or intended to interfere
with the herein-before mentioned Party Law or Militia Law, or any of the articles,
matters, and things therein contained.

6th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe two or
more parifhes fhall join in fitting out parties, the officer whofe warrant, figned
25 ‘aforefaid, fhall be of the oldeft date, fhall take the command of fuch joint
parties ; and the other officers fhall take rank and command according to the date
of the warrants under which they fhall be It{hen actually aling and receiving pay.
(18.) -

JAMAICA,

authorize them to
hire and fit out
parties of confiden-
tial flaves to go in
purfuit of run-
aways, and to ap-
poirt officers
thereto.

Provifo.

Such officers and
non-commiffioned
officers to be ap-
pointed by warrant
under hand of cuftos
or {enior magiftrate;
and they are to be
paid agreeably to
the rate allowed by
48 Geo. 3, cap 4.

Befides their pay
and hire, fuch
parties are to be
allowed the like
rewards as are
granted by the
above aét.

All flaves going on
fuch parties are to
be valued and ap-
praifed ;

and if any be killed,
the owner to be
allowed fuch value ;
and if any difabled,
adequate compenfa-
tion to be given.

Tax to be levied on
each parifh for de-
fraying the above
expenfes.

Provifo.

In cafe two parifhes
jointo fitout parties,
officerwhofe warrant
is of the oldeit date
is to have the com-

mand,




( 66 )

No. 19,

JAMAICA. AN ACT for rendering more effe@tual two certain Aéts of this Ifland, re-
{pe&ing foreign flaves and foreigners of a certain defcription ; cne pafled
in the year one thoufand feven hundred aid ninety-nine, and the other
paffed in the year one thoufand eight hundred and one.

[23d November 1814.]

f anle. ' WHEREAS two certain A&s of this Ifland, the one intituled  An A¢t to pre-
39 Geo: 3. cap. 29. yony any intercourfe or communication between the flaves of this Ifland and foreign
flaves of a certain defcription, and for other purpofes, paflfed in the month of March
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine;” and the
41 Geo. 3. cap. 17. other intituled “ An A& for eftablithing regulations refpeéting perfons of a
certain defcription arriving in this Ifland, or refident therein, in certain cafes,”
made and paffed in the month of March .in the year of our Lord one thoufand
eight hundred and one, are not fufficient, under the circumftances of the times,
to effeCtuate the purpofes thereby intended : We, Your Majefty’s dutiful and
loyal fubjeéts, the Governor, Council, and Aflembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifland
of Jamaica, do humbly beleech Your Majefty that it may be enatted ; and be it
enacted by the Governor, Council, and Affembly of the faid Ifland, and itis hereby
Additional decla- enaéted by the authority of the fame, That in addition to the declaration men-
rationto be made by gjoned in the third claufe of the laft-mentioned A& pafled in the year one thoufand
’:L’f?: :ﬁ:i‘ﬁ’;;zm' eight hundred and one, every alien who fhall arrive in this Ifland after the paffing
; " of this A& fhall alfo declare to the naval officer of the port in which fuch alien
fhall arrive the place of his or her birth, and the length of time of his or her
refidence in the country or countries, place or places, in which fuch alien fhall
have principally refided previous to his or her arrival, and alfo the name of the
_ thip or veflel in which fuch alien arrived, the country to which fuch fhip or veflel
Punifhment inthe ~ belongs, and the name of the mafter thereof ; and every alien who fhall negleét
event of refufal. o). refufe to make fuch declaration as herein-before and in the faid third claufe of
the faid A& direted to be made, or fhall make a falfe declaration thereof, fhall
for every fuch offence be proceeded againft ; as in and by the faid claufe direGted
or on convition thereof before any two juftices of the peace, or members of the
corporate body of the city and parifh of Kingfton, upon the oath of one or more
credible witnefles, be committed to the common gaol, or fome other proper place
. of confinement, until the pleafure of the governor, lieutenant-governor, or perfon

executing the fun&ions of governor, fhall be known thereupon.

ﬁfjgiéggﬂl}iie And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any alien who fhall

naval officer beforea Upon his or her arrival in this Ifland receive the certificate from the naval officer
jultice of the peace ; or his deputy, as dire¢ted by the fourth claufe of the faid A&, fuch alien fhall,
;“g in Kinglton  wirhin' the fpace of twenty-fours after he or fhe fhall have obtained the fame
efore thecorporate : . s B .’
body, within appear with fuch certificate before any juftice of the peace of the parifh wherein
24 hours after ob- fuch certificate fhall have been obtained ; and if in the city and parifh of Kingfton,
tatung lh‘?i‘ fame ;5  before one of the members of tlie corporate body thereof at their next fitting
I e ;;1; !:gl ., thereafter; and which faid juftice of the peace or corporate body fhall, if he or
to be granted them, they fhall fee no good caufe to the contrary, by endorfement upon the faid cer-
if no good canfc to _tificate grant fuch alien permiffion to refide within the faid parith or precin& ; bur
the contrary. if fuch juftice of the peace or corporate body aforefaid fhall fee caufe why fuch alien
fhall not be permitted to refide in fuch parith or precin, he or they fhall commit

fuch alien to the common gaol, or fome other proper place of confinement,

without bail or mainprize, and report the fame forthwith to the governor, lieu-

tenant-governor, or perfon executing the funétions of governor.

Governormayorder - - And he it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That the governor, lieu-

off the Ifland any : ; . A
S el b tenant-governor, or perfon executing the funétions of governor, fhall and may,

herein. if
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if he fhall think fit, caufe every alien who: fhall fo offend, or be committed as
aforefaid, to be {ent off this Ifland. '

And be it further enafed by the authority aforefaid, That when and as often Regulations for the
it fhall happen that no proclamation thall be iffued, as direfted by the feventh conductofmaltersat
claufe of the faid A&, that no mafter of any fhip or veflel fhall land, or permit 4f here not Being a
or fuffer any perfou, being an alien, to land in any part of this Ifland, before the proclamation in-
arrival of fuch fhip or veflel in the port or place to which fuch fhip or veffel fhall force.
be bound ; and any perfon offending herein fhall forfeit and pay the {fum of one
hundred pounds for each alien fo landed, or permitted or fuffered to land as
aforefaid, to be recovered before any two juftices of the peace of the parith wherein
fuch fhip or veflel {hall arrive ; and if within the preciné of the city and parifh
of Kingfton, before any two members of the corporate body of the faid city and
parith, the one half thereof to go to the informer, and the other half to the poor
of the faid parifh ; and if any alien fhall land in this/Jfland from any fhip or veflel
before the arrival of fuch fhip or veflel in the port or place to which fhe fhall be
bound, againft the with and without the confent of the mafter of fuch thip or veflel,
the faid mafter fhall immediately upon his arrival report to the naval officer or
his deputy the names, colour, fex, defeription of perfon, the port or place where
fuch alien fhall have embarked on board his thip or veflel, and the place where
fuch alien fhall have landed ; and upon neglect or refufal to make fuch report, or
upon making a falfe report thereof, fuch mafter fhall for every fuch effence
upon conviction thereof before any two juftices of the peace or corporate body
as aforefaid, forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds, one half thereof
for the informer, and the other half for the poor of the {aid parifh in which {fuch
mafter fhall be convicted. :

And be it enated by the authority aforefaid, That all perfons not being natural- Aliens are toappear
born fubjeéts of His Majefty, and not naturalized, refiding in this Ifland, fhall in' With ther certifi-
and during the month of Auguft in each and every year appear before any juftice ¢ e jugir:r
of the peace of the parifh in which fuch alien fhall refide, and if in the city and of peace, and in
parifh of Kingfton, before the corporate body thereof, and fhall then fhow to fuch Kingftonbefore the
juftice of the peace or corporate body the certificate or paffport under which €oTporate body.
fuch alien fhall have been permitted to refide in the faid parith ; aund if any alien Penalty in cafe of
fhall refufle or negle to appear as aforefaid, without a good and fuflicient excufe; refufal.
or fhall appear without fhowing his or her paflport or certificate, and without
giving good and fufficient reafon for not fthowing the fame, fuch alien fhall be
committed by fuch juftice of the peace or corporate body to the common gaol,
or fome other proper place of confinement, there to remain without bail or
mainprize, until the pleafure of the governor, lientenant-governor, or perfoi
executing the funétions of governor, fhall be known thereupon ; and which faid
juftices of the peace fhall within one month lodge in the office of the clerk of the
peace of their refpettive parithes, and the corporate body in the police office, a lift
of all fuch perfons as fhall have {o appeared before them refpeitively, and fhall
alfo notify on the back of each certificate the appearance aforefaid of {uch alien.

JAMAICA,

And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That upon any perfon not Regulatious for the
being a natural-born fubject of His Majefty, and not naturalized, enlifting or being mnd“&d‘?f b g
enrolled in any company or troop of the militia of this Ifland; the officer com- ;irrﬁ;ﬁaﬂriﬂioe;ﬂf
manding fuch company or troop at the time of fuch enliftmeént or enrolment fhall militia in regard to
forthwirh take down the name of fuch perfon, his place of birth, place of refi- aliens.
dence in the parifh, and length of time of fuch refidence, his' occupation and
colour, of which he fhall immediately make a return to the colonel or officer com-
manding the regiment to which fuch company or troop fhall belong, under a
penalty of ten pounds for each neglect herein, to be recovered before any two
juftices of the peace of the parifh to which fuch company or troop fhall belong,
and if in the city and parifh of Kingfton, before any two of the members of the
corporate body ; and which faid return the colonel or officer commanding the
faid regiment fhall, within twenty days after receiving the fame, tranfmit to the
clerk of the peace of the parifh in which fuch perfon fhall be enlifted or enrolled;
and if in the city and parifh of Kingfton, to the police office, under a penalty of

twenty
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twenty pounds for each negle, to be recovered as laft aforefaid ; and which faid
penalties fhall be paid to the ufe of the poor of the parith wherein fuch conviétion:
fhall take place. = . ' ;

And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That every perfon and
perfons whomfoever, who' fhall have any perfon or perfons, not being natural-
born fubjeéts of His Majefty, -and not having been naturalized, living in his, her,
or their employ, or refiding within his, her, or their houfes, fhall on or before
the twenty-eighth day of March next, or within twenry days after making a return
of all fuch perfon or perfons not being natural-born fubjects of His Majelty, and
not having been naturalized, to the police officer of the city and parifh of King-
{ton, as to fuch perfons as refide in the faid city and parifh, and to the clerks
of the peace of the feveral other parifhes in which fuch perfon or perfons refide,
or in which his, her, or their plantation or houfe may be, whereon fuch perfon
or perfons as aforefaid are employed or refide; and in fuch return fhall be fet
down the name, colour, country, and occupation of fuch perfon or perfons
aliens as aforefaid, the length of time fuch perfon or perfons, aliens as aforefaid,,
{hall have been in his, her, or their employment, or the length of time of fuch
refidence as aforefaid, and alfo the country from whence fuch perfon or perfons,
aliens as aforefaid, laft came ; and in every cafe of neglet or default he, fhe, or
they fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered in a
fummary manner before any two of His Majefty’s juftices of the peace of the re-
{peétive parifhes; and if in the city and parifh of Kingfton, before any two of
the corporate body, upon the cath of one or more credible witnefs or witnefles;
one half thereof fhall be to the informer or informers, the other moiety to the
poor of the parifh in which fuch plantation or dwelling fhall be.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the
pafling of this A&, all peifon or perfons whomfoever who fhall employ or take to
refide with hini, her, or them any perfon or perfons not being natural-born fubjeéts
of His Majefty, and not having been naturalized, fhall, within fourteen days after
fuch employment or refidence, give in to the police officer of the city and parifh

- of Kingfton, as to fuch perfons as refide in the faid city and parifh, and to the

clerks of the peace of the feveral other parifhes in which fuch perfon or perfons,

. aliens as aforefaid, fhall be employed or refide, a return thereof, wherein fhall be
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fet down the names, colour, country, and occupation of fuch perfon or perfons
aliens as aforefaid ; and in every cafe of negle& or default therein he, fhe, or they
fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered as laft
aforefaid ; one moiety thereof to be for the ‘informer or informers, and the other
moiety thereof to be for the poor of the parifh as aforefaid.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the
pafling of this A¢t, all perfon and perfons whomfoever who fhall now have, or
fhall or may hereafter have any perfon or perfons not being natural-born fubjeéts
of His Majefty, and not naturalized, in his, her, or their employ, or refiding with
him, her, or them, he, fhe, or they fhall, upon fuch perfon or perfons, aliens afore-
faid, quitting fuch employment or refidence as aforefaid, give a notice thereof in
writing to the police officer of the city and parifh of Kingfton, as to fuch perfons
as refide in the faid city and parifh, and to the clerks of the peace of the feveral
other parifhes in which fuch perfon or perfons, aliens aforefaid, fhall have been
employed and refided ; and in every cafe of neglect or default he, fhe, or they
fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered and applied
as aforefaid.

And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That perfons giving in fuch
returns as aforefaid fhall pay to the police officer of the city and parifh of Kingfton,
and clerks of the peace of the feveral other parithes, the fum of two fhillings
and fixpence for each perfon in fuch return fo to be made to them refpectively,
and no more ; and that the faid police officer and clerks of the peace fhall enter
{uch returns {o to be made to them refpeétively, into a book to be kept for that
purpofe, under the penalty of five pounds for each neglet or default, to be levied
by warrant under the hands and feals of any two of the members of the corporate

bedy
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body of the city and parifh of Kingfton, if fuch negle® or default fhall happen  jaMmAIlcAa.
within the precin& of the faid city and parith, and by any two juftices of the ———— — —
peace of the parith wherein fuch negleét or default fhall happen ; and the penalties

{o levied to be applied to the ufe of the poor of the city and parifhes wherein fuch

penalties fhall be levied,

‘And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if any mafter or Punithment on
commander of any fhip, veflel, or boat, fhall not comply with the regulations mafters of vefiels
contained in the firft fection of the faid recited Act pafled the -eleventh day of “;s’m.ﬁ;]ﬂghm FOL
March one thoufand eight hundred and one, fuch mafter or commander, upon {;;,,;“;ﬁ,nfa,f,jgﬁ_:‘-‘»‘*
proof thereof in manner as direted in and by the faid A&, fhall not only be thea of 41 Geo.g
liable to the penalty impofed by the faid A, but fhall alfo be committed to gaol for ¢2p- 7.
three months, by warrant under the hand and feal of one or more of His Ma-
jefty’s juftices of the peace, or by one or more of the corporate body of the city
and parifh of Kingfton, if within the precinét thereof.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all negroes or people Negroes, &c. from
of colour from the Ifland of Saint Domingo, found on fhore here without a {pecial St- Domingo fousd
licenfe from the governor or the perfon executing for the time being the funQions {;g;i’re‘?r?;‘;thf
of governor, fhall be deemed and taken to be perfons of a dangerous defeription, governor, to be
and on conviction under any law relpeting perfons of a dangerous defeription deemed perfons of 2
fhall be tranfported for life; and that 2ny perfon who fhall apprehend and have dangerous deferip-
committed to gaol brigand negrces or people of colour of the aforefaid defcription, "™ :
thall be entitled to a reward of twenty pounds for every perfon fo apprehended :{e‘:t:}rl‘fi;i?‘}_’f’fffj"'
and tranfported, on prefenting to the receiver-general a certificate of the fa&, Al e
figned by the magiflrates who fhall or may pafs fuch fentence of tranfportation ;
and if any perfon fhall be profecuted and conviéted under the eleventh or
thirteenth claufes of the faid A&t by the information of any witnefs or witnefles,
fuch witnels or witnefles fhall be entitled to the fum of twenty pounds, to be paid
by the receiver-general of this Ifland, on the production to him of a certificate
of fuch conviétion.

And be it further enatted, That immediatlely from and after the paffing of this Governor empower-

A& it fhall and may be lawful to and for the governor, or perfon executing ed toorder fearch
the fun&ions of governor for the time being, at any time to iffue orders to all ;i?f “;;ietf]"’v
and. every or any perfon or perfons whomfoever to make fearch for and appre- prehend, fecure, and
hend, and keep in fafe and fecure cuftody, any perfon whomfoever not being a fend them off the
natural-born {ubje& of His Majelty, to the end that fuch proceeding may be ifland, if neceffary
had with regard to every fuch perion refpetively as the fafety of the Ifland may foripublic ks,
_ appear to require, and to caule to be kept in confinement on board any fhip or
veflel, or otherwife, and for fuch time as he fhall deem neceflary ; and alfo to
caufe to be fent off the 1fland every fuch perfon {o to be apprehended as aforefaid,
as he fhall deem to be a dangerous or fufpicious character with regard to the
public fafety and tranquillity.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be Under fuch orders
lawful to and for all and every or any perfon or perfons, under any fuch orders of the governor,
as aforefaid, to break open houfes or clofes for the purpofe of effectually learching Ef;fé“:t’iﬁ e
for all and every or any fuch perfon or perfons [o to be apprehended as aforefaid, feirch by force.
if free accefs fhall not be given or may not be had for that purpofe, and alfo to
ufe and exercife any force whatfoever that may be neceffary or expedient in order

to carry into full execution any fuch orders as aforefaid.

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if any officer or Officers, &e of
private of the militia fhall not obey any fuch orders as aforefaid, every fuch E‘f;“ﬂ fcillfv_bf—‘}'“:g
perfon fo offending fhall be liable to be tried by a general court-martial, and to tricd ?;Y . ;‘;cl_"f
the fentence thereof. e

And be it farther enalted by the autherity aforefaid, That if any perfon fent Perfons fent off the
off this Ifland under this A& fhall afterwards return to this ifland, every fuch lafgﬂi ufr:,i;i;;t(}?fﬂ
perfon fhall fuffer death without benefit of clergy, any thing contmned_m AT
former A€t notwithitanding. . :
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And be it further enaed by the authority aforefaid; and the commiffioners of
public' accounts are hereby directed to aunthorize the receiver-general to pay all

Expenfes incurred  ofuch expenfes as may at any time hereafter be incurred in the apprehending and

to be paid by the
receiver-general,
after being audited,
&e,

Owners, &c. of
drogging veffels
carrying aliens or
foreign {laves from
one port to another
without a pafiport,
to forfeit yol. for
each,

This aé to be in
force until g1t
December 1817,

tranfporting from this Ifland any perfon who may be apprehended and tranfported
from this Ifland by virtue of this or the herein-before recited Aéts, fuch expenfes
being firft andited and approved of by the faid commiffioners of accounts.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the
pafling of this A&, if any owner of a drogger or drogging veficl, being the
mafter thereof, or the mafter not being the owner, fhall take or carry any alien
or foreign flave from any one part to any other part of this Ifland, unlefs fuch
perfon fhall have a pafiport according to the regulations made by the herein-before
recited Act of the forty-firlt year of the reign of George the Third, fuch mafter
or owner of a drogger as aforefaid fhall for every fuch offence forfeit and pay
the fum of feventy pounds for every fuch alien or foreign flave who fhall have
been by him carried from any one port to any other port of this Ifland as afore-
faid, one moiety thereof to the informer or informers, and the other moiety to
the churchwardens of the parith wherein the port fhall be fituated to which the
faid mafter or owner of a drogger as aforefaid fhall have carried fuch perfon or
perfons, for the ufe of the poor of the faid parifh, to be recovered ia a fummary
manner before any two members of the corporate body of the city and parith
of Kingfton, if the offence fhall be committed within the precinét thereof, and
any two magiftrates of fuch other parifh where the offence fhall be committed ;
and in default of payment, that fuch offender or offenders fhall be committed to
the common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize until the fame fhall
be paid.

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That this A&, and
every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, fhall continue and be in force
from the thirty-firft day of December in the prefent year until the thirty-firlt
day of December in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and
feventeen. '

Paffed the Council, twenty-third November one thoufand eight hundred and

fourteen. (Signed) R. Robertfon, Cl. Com.
Pafled the Aflembly, this twenty-third day of November one thoufand eight
hundred and fourteen. (Signed) James Lewis, Speaker.
I confent,
Manchefter.

Twenty-third November, one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER.

No. 20.

AN ACT to reftrain Thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves; and
to prevent the dithoneft Traffic carried on by fuch as deal with them.
[4th May 1790.]

WHEREAS it is become highly neceffary, in order to reftrain the thefts com-
mitted by negro and other flaves, and to prevent the difhoneft traffick carried on by

fuch as deal with them, that the prefent laws fhould be put in force, and further

regulations added to them : We, Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the
Gover{mr in Chiefofall Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America, and
Council and Affembly of the faid Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, pray Your moft Ex-
cellent Majefty that it may be enaéted ; and it is hereby enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave fhall have in his poflefion, in any of the
towns in this Ifland, orin any of the roads leading to the fame, any {ugar, fyrup,

cotton,
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cotton, molaffes, rum; canes; fprouts, pewter, brafs, copper, iron, oats, lumber of crrisTOPHER.
all kinds. plantation articles or utenfils, or any kind of merchandize, exceptfuch —
provifions as may have been given them for allowance, without a ticket or paper from .
his malter or miftrefs, containing an account of the fame, in his pofleflion, or
without his mafter or miftrefs being prefent, every fuch negro or other flave fhall
be apprehended and carried before fome juftice of the peace of the faid Ifland, who
fhall by his warrant commit fuch negro or other flave to the public gaol or cages of
the faid 1fland, there to remain until the [aid juftice or fome other fhall try the faid
negro or other flave; provided that fuch trial fhall be had within the fpace of forty-
eight hours after commitment, otherwife the negro or other flave fhall be convicted
by fuch juftice of fuch poffeflion as aforefaid, then fuch negro or other {lave fhall be
publicly whipt at fuch time or times as the faid juftice fhall think proper ; and every
perfon apprehending and carrying before fuch juftice any negro or other flave who
fhall be conviéted as aforefaid, fhall receive the fum of eight fhillings and rthree-
pence for his reward in fo doing, as a charge incident to the faid convition, and

to be paid by the owner or pofleflor of fuch flave fo conviéted ; and that fuch fugar,
{yrup, cotton, molafles, rum, canes, fprouts, magofs, and oats, which fuch negro or
other {lave fhall have in his poffeflion, fhall be {orfeited 1o fuch informer, and all
fuch other articles herein-before mentioned to be returned to the owner, he or they
proving their property in fuch articles.

And be it enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any white or free perfon
or perfons fhall trear for, cheapen, or bargain, or purchafe, or caufe to be treated
for, cheapened, or bargained for, or purchafed from any negro or other flave, any
fugar, fyrup, cotton, molafles, rum, canes, {prouts, magofs, pewter, brafs, copper,
iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils, or any kind of
merchandize, except fuch provifions as may have been given to them for allowance
whatloever, without fuch ticket as aforefaid, fuch perfon or perfons fhall upon con-
vi€tion for the firft offence againft this act be fubject to the penalty of ten pounds
current money. or if the goods fhall exceed ten pounds in value, then to pay double
the value of fuch goods, and fuffer one month’s imprifonment ; and in cafe of
negleé or refufal to pay the penalty, be fubject to a further imprifonment of two
months ; and for the fecond and every other fucceeding offence be fubject to the
penalty of twenty pounds, and three months imprifonment, or double the value of
the goods, fhould the fame exceed the fum of twenty pounds, and fuffer the like
imprifonment ; and in cafe of refulal or neglet to pay the faid penalty, be fubject
to a further imprifonment of three months; the one-fourth part of fuch penalty
to be paid to the perfon or perfons who fhall difcover fuch offence, and the other
three-fourths to be paid into the treafury of the faid Ifland, for the ufe of the
public of the faid Ifland ; - and if any negro or other flave fhall be convi¢ted before
one or more juftices of the peace of having purchafed from any other flave any
of the articles before mentioned, fuch negro or other flave fo convifted fhall be
publicly whipped at the difcretion of fuch juftice or juftices, not exceeding fifty
lafhes,

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any white or
free perfon fhall upon oath declare that he has caufe to fufpe& and verily believes
that any fugar, {yrup, cotton, molafles, rum, canes, {prouts, magofs, pewter, brafs,
copper, iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils, or any
kind of merchandife, except {fuch provifions as may have been given to flaves for
allowance, has been purchafed from any negro or other flave, and is concealed in
any place or places whatfoever, it {hall and may be lawful for any juftice, on fuch
oath as aforelaid, to iffue his warrant or warrants to fearch fuch place or places;
and if any fugar, fyrup, cotton, molafles, rum, canes, {prouts, magofs, pewter,
brafs, copper, iron, lead, cats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils, as
may have been given, or any kind of merchandize, except fuch provifions as may
have been given to for allowance, fhall be found in fuch place or
places, and the perfon or perfons inhabiting therein, or having the command of the
fame, fhall not be able to give a fatisfaétory account of the manner in which the
faid fugar, fyrup, cotton, molafles, rum, canes, {prouts, magofs, pewter, brafs,
copper, iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils, or other
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merchandize, except fuch provifions as may have been given to flaves for allowance,
came into fuch place or places, that then the perfon or perfons inhabitirig or having
fuch command as aforefaid fhall be confidered as having purchafed fuch fugar,
fyrup; cotton, molafles, rum; canes, fprouts, magofs, pewter, brafs, copper, iron,
lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils, or other merchandize,
except fuch provifions as may have been given to them for allowance from fome
negro or other flave, and be fubjeét to the penalties impofed by this A& for
fo doing.

And be it enalted by the authority aforefaid, That for the better execution of
this A&, and all other A&s of a fimilar nature, there fhall be appointed by the
governor ot commander in chief for the time being, at the recommendation of the
council and affembly, two perfons as fupervifors of the town of Bafleterre, one
perfon for the town of Old Road, one perfon for the town of Sandy Point, and one
petfon for the town of Deep Bay, each of which fupervifors fhall receive from the
public treafury of the faid Ifland the annual fum of fifty pounds, by even quarterly
payments, as long as they fhall continue in the faid and fuch fupervifors
{hall from time to time be removable, and others be appointed in their ftead, by the
governor or commander in chief aforefaid, on the recommendation aforefaid, and
not otherwife ; and the faid fupervifors and every of them are hereby required
and commanded to be watchful and diligent in endeavouring to detet and appre-
hend and bring to juftice all offenders againft this Aét and all other Ats of a
fimilar nature, and they are required and commanded, at any meeting of the council
and aflembly, when fummoned or required by any member of the council and
aflembly, to appear and anfwer all fuch queltions upon oath as fhall be put to
them or any of them, either in the council or affembly, refpecting their condué in
their faid offices ; and fuch of the faid fupervifors as fhall negleét to appear as afore-
faid, or fhall be declared by any refolution of the council and affembly not to have
been watchful and diligent in the execution of their offices, fhall forfeit for every
fuch offence the fum of fifty pounds, to be paid into the treafury of the faid Ifland
for the ufe of the public of the fame; and in cafe of refufal or neglett to pay the
fame, fuch fupervilor fo negleéting or refufing f{hall {uffer three months imprifon-
ment ; and fuch fupervifor offending as aforefaid fhall forfeit his office, and be
rendered incapable of holding the fame at any time thereafter, and the (aid fupervifor
fhall alfo forfeit all fuch fum or fums of money as fhall be due to him for fuch
falary at the time of being convi€ted, in manner as herein-before directed, for having
oftended contrary to the directions of this A ; and from and immediately after
fuch forfeiture of office aforefaid, the governor er commander in chief for the time
being, at the recommendation of the council and affembly of this Ifland, fhall
appoint fome perfon to act as fupervifor in the ftead of fuch perfon fo removed as
atorefaid.

And be it enatted by the authority aforefaid, That no negro or other flave
belonging to this Ifland fhall be permitted to be in any of the f{treets o
alleys of the towns thereof between the hours of ten o’clock and five in the morn-
ing, without a ticket or note, or a lighted candle in a lantern, from his or her
mafter or miftrefs ; and the fupervifors herein-before appointed are directed to ufe
due diligence in apprehending fuch negro or other flaves offending as aforefzid,
and committing him, her, or them to any cage that fhall be erected for the purpofe
of confining negroes, for which the faid fupervifor fhall have and receive nine-pence
per day for providing each negro with provifions; or to the common gaol of this
Ifland, to be examined and punifhed in fuch manner as any two juftices of the peace
thall dired for that purpofe, not exceeding thirty-nine lathes ; and the owner or
owners of fuch negro or other flave are hereby directed to pay the expenfes attend-
ing the apprehending, commitment, and convi&ion of fuch flave or flaves.

And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any white or
free perfon fhall beat or ill treat or take away from any negro or other flave, by
force, or without his or her confent, any article or articles for which fuch negro or
other flave fhall produce a ticket, or fhall beat or il treat or take away from fuch
negro or other flave, by force, without his or her confent, any articles whatfoever
which the faid negro or other flave is authorized to fell and difpofe of, that then

and




¢ 73 )

and in fuch cafle, upon complaint made to any juftice of the peace in this Ifland of

the fame, by the mafter or miftrefs of [uch negro or other flave, fuch juftice fhall

and is hereby direéted to order fuch perfon or perfons before him, and any other
juftice of the peace, in order to examine into fuch complaint; and in cafe fuch
juftices fhall think it neceflary, they fhall examine fuch perfon or perfons upon oath
with refpect to the faid complaint, who fhall then be compelled to anfwer upon oath
fuch queftions as the juftices may put; and if he or fhe do not make it appear to
the fatisfaction of {uch juftices rhat be or fbe did not beat or ill-treat, or take away
by force, or without the confent of {uch negro or other flave, any of the articles for
which he or fhe are charged in fuch complaint, he or fhe refufing fhall be fined at
the difcretion of the faid juftices any fum not exceeding ten pounds, current money,
for each offence, to be recovered by warrant under the hands and feals of the faid
juftices of the peace, directed to any conftable of this Ifland, commanding him to
levy on the goods and chattels of fuch offender or offenders fufficient to pay fuch
fine, with all cofts and charges attending the fame ; and for want of fuch goods and
chattels to commit fuch offender or offenders to the common gaol of this Ifland for
any time not exceeding thirty days. And in cafe any perfon fhall refufe to attend
fuch juftice or juftices of the peace when thereunto required, to anfwer any com-
plaint made againft him or her in manner as above directed, fuch perfon fhall
~ iorfeit the {um of fifty pounds current money, to be levied and recovered in like
manner as is direted in the cale of beating, ill-treating, or taking away any of the
articles from any negro or other {lave, in manner as berein-before is direcled 3 and for
want of fufficient goods and chattels to pay fuch fine, the perfon fo offending as
aforefaid fhall be committed to the common gaol of this lland for the fpace of
three months.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That every white or free
perfon who fhall be found felling by retail fugar, fyrup, rum or molafles, fhall be
obliged, as often as required by any two juftices of the peace, to produce 2 certifi
cate under the hand-writing and with the fignature of the perfon or perfons from
whom they purchafed the fame, and upon refufal thereof they fhall be confidered
as having purchafed the fame of negroes without licenfe or ticket; againit the regu-
lations of this A¢t, and fuffer the fines and penalties as is hereby direéted.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That all fifles and penalties
laid and impofed by this A&, and not herein-before particularly dpplied, fhall be
paid into the hands of the public treafurer of this Ifland, to be applied in fuch
manner as the firft perfon in command in this Ifland, by and with the advice and
conféent of the couficil and affembly, fhall dire@ and appoint.

And it is hereby further enadled by the authority aforefaid,, That in cale any
aétion, {uit, or profecution fhall be commenced or carried on aganit any juftice or
juftices, fupervifor or fupervifors, or other perfon or perfons, for any matter or
thing done under or by virtue of this A&, it fhall and may be lawful for every
fuch juftice or juftices, fupervifor or fupervifors, or other perfon or perfofis, de-
fendant or defendants in fuch a&ion, fuit, or profeution, to plead the general iffue,
and give the fpecial matter in evidence; and in cale any plaintiff or plaintiffs, pro-
fecutor or profecutors, in fuch ation, fuit, ot profection agamft any fuch juftice or
juftices, fupervifor or {fupervifors, or other perfon or perfons as aftorefaid, be non-
fuited, or that judgment fhall go againft fuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, profecutor or
profecutors, by default, difcontinuance upon verdict or demurrer, that then {fuch
plaintiff or plaintiffs, profecutor or profecutors, fhall pay to fuch defendant or de-
fendants treble cofts and damages fuftained by fuch adtion, fuit, or profecution as
atorelaid.

Dated in Antigua the fourth day of May in the thirticth year of the reign of our
Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain,
France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety.

Read, and pafled the Aflembly, the 15th day of April 1790.
John Garnett, Speaker.
James Ward, Clerk of the Affembly.
(18.) ar Read,
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Read, and paffed the Council, this 27th day of April 1790.
E. Moore, Clerk of Council.
Paffed by the Governor in Chief the 4th day of May 1790, and in the thirtieth
year of His Majelty’s reign,

Thomas Seal. Shirley.

A

.SAINT CHRISTOPHER.

Publifhed in the town of Bafleterre on Thurfday the 6th, and in the towns of
Old Road and Sandy Point on Friday the 7th day of May, in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety.

Geo. Berkeley, Deputy P. Marfhal.

No. 21.

AN ACT to explain and render more effeftual an Aét, intituled, < An Act
to reftrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves, and to prevent the
difhoneft traffick carried on by fuch as deal with them.” [1oth June 1808.]

WHERE AS it will greatly increafe the advantages derived to this colony by
the appointment of fupervifors, if fuch officers were rewarded with things and
articles which they detet in the pofleflion of negroes ; now therefore, We, Your
Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the Commander in Chief of all Your
Majefty’s Leeward Charribbee Iflands in America, and the Council and Aflembly
of Your Majefty’s Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, pray it may be enafted ; and it is
hereby enacted, by and with the advice and confent of the faid Commander in
Chief, and the Council and Aflembly of this Ifland, and by the Authority of the
fame, That from the publication of this Aé every fupervifor who fhall dete& and
take from any negro or other flave any article which has been ftolen, and fhall
apprehend and deliver up to juftice fuch negro or other flave, fhall retain fuch
article for his own ufe and as his own property, unlefs the value of the faid
articles fhall exceed the fum of five pounds current money, or fuch article fhali
have been ftolen from a flave.

That every fupervifor who fhall take up and apprehend any flave who has been
guilty of any robbery, burglary, theft or other crime or offence whatever, fhall
carry fuch criminal or offender to the common cage, and as foon as convenient
carry him before a magiftrate, to be difpofed of according to iflue.

That every fupervifor fhall and is hereby commanded to be particularly vigilant
in the apprehenfion of all negroes and other {laves who he fhall detect with any
articles that have been ftolen, or who have in their poffeflion any article that is
prohibited to be fold without a ticket, and alfo all runaways and deferters from
the fervice of their malters, and all negroes who are drunk, or who have rum in
their poffeffion; and for the apprehenfion of every fuch offender the fuperior
fhall receive the fum of one dollar ; and in cale of his omitting to perform his
duty in any fuch refpect, fhall forfeit the fum of ten pounds current money.

Dated in Saint Chriftopher, the fixteenth day of June, in the forty-eighth year

of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of
God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, De-
fender of the Faith; and in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight
hundred and eight.

Read, and pafled the Affembly, this third day of May 1308.

Jas. Ward, Clerk of Aflembly.
John Garnett, Speaker.
Read, and pafled the Council, this firft day of June 1808.

W. J. Weodcock, Clerk of Council.
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No. 22.

AN ACT to appoint Commifficners for the purpofe of obtaining an exa&
account of the number of the Coloured Free People, and number of Ne-
groes within this Government and its Dependencies. [gth January
1805.1

WHEREAS Lord Camden, one of His Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State,
hath, by command of His Majefty, tranfmitted a letter to his Excellency Henry
William Bentinck, Efquire, Governor and Commander in Chief in and over this
Ifland and its dependencies, requiring < the exatt number of negroes imported
into and exported from this Ifland fince one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-
eight ; and alfo the number of negroes now in the government, dividing them
into claffes of male and female, children from one to twelve, youths from twelve
to twenty, full grown men and women from twenty to fixty, and the aged; alfo
an account of the total number of coloured free people.” In order therefore to
comply as effectually and correétly as poffible with the above requeft, and that
henceforth the fame account may be taken annually in the firlt month of every
year, We, Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjetts, Henry William Ben-
tinck, Efquire, Captain-general and Governor in Chief in and over the Iflands of
Saint Vincent, Bequia, and fuch other the Iflands, commonly called The Gre-
nadines, as lie to the northward of Carriacou in America, and the Council and
Aflembly of the fame, have enafted; and be it and it is hereby enaéted by the
authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners hereinafter named for the purpofe of
carrying the intention of this A¢t into effe, fhall, within fifteen days after the
publication of this A¢t, iffue this warrant to one or more of the conftables for the
ifland, parifh, or town which fuch commiffioners reprefent in the houfe of aflembly,
requiring all owners, renters, or poflefforsof flaves within fuch ifland, parifh, or town,
to appear before them at'a certain time and place within the ifland, or town or parifh
therein to be fpecified, fuch time not to exceed ten days from the date of fuch
warrant, and to be ferved at lealt five days before the time when fuch appearance
fhall be required, then and there to make a return in writing upon oath of the
number of negroes belonging to or in the pofleflion of fuch owners, renters,
or pofleflors, diftinguithing in {uch return the number of males and females fe-
parately, from one year old to twelve years old ; males and females feparately,
from twelve years old to twenty years old ; males and females feparately, from
twenty years old to fixty years old ; and males and females feparately, from fixty
years old and upwards ; and any perfon refufing or negletting to comply with
the warrant, fhall upon the oath of any one commiffioner, before any one of
His Majelty’s juftices of the peace, forfeit the fum of twenty pounds current
money for every five days he fhall refufe or neglet to make his returns, to be
recovered by warrant under the hand and feal of fuch juftice, direted to any
conftable of the faid parifh.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiflioners
herein-after named fhall, within fifteen days after the publication of this Act, iffue
their warrant to one or more conftable or conftables within the parifh, town or
ifland which they reprefent in the houfe of affembly, requiring all free black
and coloured people to appear before them at a certain time and place within the
parifh, town, orifland therein to be fpecified, fuch time not to exceed ten days from
the date of the faid warrant, and to be ferved five days before the time fuch
appearance fhall be required, then and there to anfwer upon oath fuch queltions
as thall be tendered to them refpecting their ages, occupation, and means of living,
and of their families, their and each of their ages and fexes refpectively, that
their number may be fully afcertained ; and all free black and coloured people,
being duly fummoned, who fhall refufe or neglect to appear before the faid com-
miflioners, and give in their names, and an{wer all fuch queftions as fhall be ten-
dered them as aforefaid, fhall be liable and fubject to be apprehended by warrant
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from any magiftrate, direted to any conitable, and to be by fuch magiftrate, upon
complaint of any one of the faid commiflioners, committed to the common gaol
for any time not exceeding fifteen days, and fhall alfo be fubjeét to a fine of five
pounds current money, to be levied by warrant under the hand and feal of an
magiftrate, directed to any conftable, upon the goods and chattels of fuch free
black or coloured perfon fo refufing or negle@ing as aforefaid.

And whereas it may happen that free black or coloured perfons may conceal
themfelyes, or may not be found by a conftable to ferve a warrant, and their place
of refidence may be unknown ; be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid,
That all free black or coloured pegons, not ferved with a warrant as aforelaid,
fhall within fifteen days after the publication of this A& give in their, his, or her
name fo the commiffioners of the parifh, town, or ifland in which fuch free black
or coloured perfon or perfons refide, and fhall then and there, or at any other
time fpecified and directed by fuch commiflioners, anfwer upon oath all fuch
queftions as aforefaid, under the like penalties in cafe of refufal or neglect.

And whereas by an A&, commonly called The Alien A&, no free black
or coloured perfon can refort to or refide in this government, without entering
into certain fecurities therein fpecified, within ten days after granting faid permif-
fion ; be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That all perfons whatfo.
ever renting lands, mefluages, or tenements to free black or coloured people,
thall within fifteen days after the publication of this A&, give in the names, ages,
and lexes of their refpe@ive tenants, and the number of the families of fich their
tenants, to the commiffioners of the parifh, town, or ifland in which fuch lands,
tenements, or mefluages lie, and fhall enter into fecurity for their good dnd erderly
behaviour ; and fhall allo give notice to any one of the commiflioners of the re-
moval of any of the before-mentioned tenants, under the penalty of twenty
pounds, to be levied as herein-before direéted ; and every tnagiftrate granting
permifiion of refidence upon fecurity given, according to the above-mentioned Ad.
fhall give unto the commiffioners, or any one of them, of the parith, town, or
ifland, a copy of the permiffion granted.

And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid, That the reprefenta-
tives in the hoafe of affembly for the different parifhes in this Hland, or any two
of them, and the reprefentatives and town-wardens for the town of Kingftown,
and the reprefentatives for the Grenadines, fhall be commiffioners for carrying
this A& into effet ; and the faid commiffioners are hereby required, within feven
days after taking the returns, to deliver the fame to the clerk of the houfe of
aflembly, who fhall make one general return of the fame, to be by him laid before
the faid houfe at their firft meeting, after one copy thereof fhall be delivered to
his excellency the governor, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to His Majeity’s
principal fecretary of ftate for this department, and another to be lodged in the
fecretary’s office of this Ifland.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the returns herein
directed to be taken and made fhall in like manner and form (and the fame pro-
ceedings be had), under the fame penalties and forfeitures to all intents and pur-
poles, be taken and made in the firft month of each and every fucceeding year ;
and that all free black or coloured perfons coming within the meaning and difpo-
fition of the third claufe of this A&, thall be and appear before the commifiioners
of the town or parifh or ifland in which they refide, on fome day between the
fifth and tenth days of January in every year, and the commiffioners {hall have the

fame powers as are vefted in them by the faid third claufe or any other claufe of the
faid Adt.

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That all fines and for.
feitures incurred by virtue of this A& fhall be to His Majefty, his heirs and
fucceflors, and fhall be paid into the treafury of this Ifland, for the public ufes of
the government thereof.

Dated in Kingltown, the ninth day of January, in the forty-fifth year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith,
and {o forth ; and in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and
five. Willian John Struth, Speaker.
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Paffed the Affembly the ninth day of January one thoufand eight hundred and Sr. VINCENT.

five. Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Aflembly.
Pafled the Council this ninth day of January one thoufand eight hundred and
five. . Michael Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council.

Affented to by His Excellency the Governor in Chief this tenth day of
January one thoufand eight hundred and five.
: Michael Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council.
Henry William Bentick.

Duly publifhed in Kingftown, the eleventh day of January one thoufand eight
hundred and five, and in the forty-fifth year of His Majefty’s reign.
, Wm. Alexander, Provoft Marfhal.

No. 23.

Ax ACT to revive an A&, intituled ¢ An ‘A& to appoint Commiffioners
for the purpofe of obtaining an exat Account of the numbers of Negroes
in this Government and its Dependencies.” [ 4th September 1811.]

WHEREAS an Aé, intituled “ An Acét for appointing Commiffioners to Claufe 1ft.
obtain an exat account of the number of Coloured free People, &c.”” has been
dormant, and become in fome meafure obfolete ; We, Your Majefty’s moft
dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, Robert Paul, Efquire, Commander in Chief in and over
the Ifland of Saint Vincent, Bequia, and fuch of the Grenadines as lie to the
northward of Carriacon in America, and the Council and Affembly of the fame,
have enated, and it is hereby enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the
above-mentioned Aét fhall be revived, and it is hereby revived accordingly.

And be it further ena@ed by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners Claufe 2d.
therein named and appointed fhall iffue their warrants as therein dire¢ted, within
the fpace of one month from the date hereof, and fhall take a return of the numbers
of the population ; which return fhall be tranfmitted to the clerk of affembly within
ten days after taking it, and be by him laid before the legiflature at their next
fucceeding meeting.

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners fhall iffue Claufe 3d.
their warrants in like manner in their refpe€tive parithes, to fummon the white ;
inhabitants to appear on a certain day, and give in on oath a return of the names

and fex of all and every white perfon, of his, her, or their family or families, at

that time refident within this government and its dependencies; and all and every

neglect, refufal, or default fhall be liable to and punithed by the like pains and
penalties as direted by the fecond claufe of the afore-mentioned Aét.

Dated in Kingftown, the fourth day of September, in the fifty-firlt year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain, King, Defender of the Faith ; and
in the year of our Lord cne thoufand eight hundred and eleven.

Edward Sharpe, Speaker.

Pafled the Aflembly this 4th day of September one thoufand eight hundred
and eleven.

Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Aflembly.

Paffed the Council, the 17th day of O&ober one thoufand eight hundred and
eleven. - Daniel P. Barnard, Deputy Clerk of Council.
Affented to by his Honour the Prefident, commanding in chief, the twenty-

fecond day of October one thoufand eight hundred and eleven.
Daniel P. Barnard, Deputy Pub. Secretary.
Robert Paul.

Duly publithed in Kingftown this twenty-fecond day of O&ober, in the year
of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and eleven, and in the fifty-firft
year of His Majefty’s reign.

William Alexander, Provoft Marfhal General.

(18.) U '




St, YINCENT.

Preamble.

Claue 1ft.

Any {lave felo-
nioufly taking
goods or money to
the value of twenty
fhillings from any
other perfon.

Claufe 24d.

Or ftealing in a
houfe to the
amount of 6. guilty
of felony witheut
benefit of clergy.

Claufe 3d.

Slaves fetting fireto
any cwelling guilty
of felony.

Claufe 4th.
Providing for the
trial of all flaves
uilty of crimes
which affe@ their
lives, in the court
of feffion.
Court to appoint
counfel ; and in
cafes of conviflion,
owner to be paid the
value of fuch flave.

Claufe gth.

Fees upon profecu-
tion of flaves in the
court of feflions,
how paid.

Claufe 6th.
Larcenous thefts,
and other offences
not affecting the
life of a flave, to
be tried and pu-
nifhed accordingly
by two juftices.
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No. 24.

An ACT to explain and amend an A, intituled *“ An A& for making
« Slaves Real Eftate, and the better government of Slaves and free
¢ Negroes.” [1gth June 1813. ]

WHEREAS by an A&, intituled, “ An A& for making Slaves Real Eftate,
and the better government of Slaves and free Negroes,” it is enacted, That if
any flave: fhall fteal goods or chattels to the value of fix pounds current money,
he fhall be guilty of felony, but does not add, withour the benefit of clergy:
And whereas itis expedient and proper that the law upon this fubjeét fhould be
clearly defined, and that other regulations fhould be made concerning {laves than
are contained in the faid recited Act; We, therefore, Your -Majefty’s dutiful,
loyal, and obedient f[ervants, Charles Brifbane, Knight, Captain-general and
Governor in Chief in and over Your Majefty’s lflands of Saint Vincent, Bequia,
and {uch other the Iflands commonly called The Grenadines, as lie to the north-
ward of Carriacou in Awmerica, and the Council and Aflembly of the fame, have
enaéted and ordained ; and be it and it is hereby enaéted and ordained by the
authority aforefaid, That if any {lave fhall felonioufly and forcibly take from the
perfon of another, whether flave or free, goods or money to the value of twenty
fhillings current money, by violence, or putting him or her in fear, he or fhe
fhall be guilty of felony without the benefit of clergy.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave fhall by
night break and enter into any manfion-houle, fhop, ftore, works, negro-houfe,
or other out-houfe, and take and carry therefrom goods or money to the value of
fix pounds current money, he or fhe fhall be guilty of felony without the benefit
of clergy.

And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave fhall
wantonly or malicioufly fet fire, or caufe or procure any other flave to fet fire to
any cane-piece, dwelling-houfe, works, magols-houfe, out-houfe, or any other
building whatever, he or fhe fhall be guilty of felony without the benefit of clergy.

And be it further ena&ted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave or flaves,
charged with any or either of the faid offences, or any other offence whatever which
may render him or her liable to the punifhment of death, fhall be tried in all re-
{pects in the fame manner as free perfons at the court of {effions; and upon fuch
trial the court are hereby required to appoint a barrifter to aét as counfel for the
prifoner ; and the jury fhall, if they find the prifoner guilty, afcertain the value of
him or her, and the owner of fuch {flave fhall be paid the fame, as heretofore pro-
vided by the above-recited Act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the fees upon fuch
profecution fhall be the fame as are payable on the profecution of free perfons, and
that the court may order the fame ro be paid by the prolecutor, if the profecution
be frivolous or vexatious ; or by the owner or owners of the flave, if he, fhe, or the
fhall have endeavoured to obftruc or prevent the courfe of juftice againft fuch flave ;
or if no fuch caufe or caufes exift, the court may order the fame to be paid by the
public treafurer.

And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid, That for all or any larcenous
thefts or robberies, not herein-before mentioned, committed by any flave, he or the
{hall be tried before any two of His Majefty’s juftices, and upon convition fhall fuffer
fuch punifhment as they deem proper, by whipping, imprifonment, or pillory ; pro-
vided fuch whipping fhall not exceed one hundred lathes, not more than fifty whereof
to be inflicted at one time ; fuch imprifonment not to exceed the term of one year,

and fuch ftanding in the pillory not to exceed twice for the fame offence, or for
the fpace of two hours at each time.

Whereas




(29 )

Whereas doubts have arifen whether, as the law now ftands, manumiffions
executed in this Ifland, where both parties refide, and the fame have been recorded
in Tobago, Nevis, Antigua, and other Iflands, are valid and efte¢tual ; and as many
perfons are now reputed free by virtue of fuch manumiflions, it is reafonable that
the law refpeéting them be declared and underftood ; be it therefore further enacted
by the authority aforefaid, That all manumiffions executed in this Government
before the operation of this A¢t, and recorded in any of the faid Iflands, although
both parties refide within this government, fhall be valid to every intent and pur-
pofe whatever.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That in order to remove
any doubt which may arife as to the legality or propriety of punifhing the owner
or dire€tor of any flave for any cruel condu& towards fuch flave, it is hereby
exprefsly declared and enafled, That if any perfon fhall cruelly or wantonly whip,
maltreat, beat, or imprifon or keep in confinement without fufficient fupport, any
flave under his or her direttion or care, fuch perfon fhall be indi¢ted for the fame
at the court of feflions, and upon being legally conviéted thereof fhall fuffer fuch
punifhment by fine or imprifonment, or both, as the judges or juftices of the faid
court fhall think proper to infli¢t; and the faid judges or juftices are hereby autho-
rized, if they fhall deem it neceflary for the further protetion of the faid flave,
to order the marfhal or his deputy to fell and difpofe of fuch flave to any petfon,
except the owner, at public outcry, and at the beft price that can be produced for
fuch flave ; and the monies arifing from fuch fale, after payment of the fees, fhall
be paid to the perfon having the firft lien thereon; and in cafe of no fuch prior
lien, then to the owners of the faid flave ; and that fuch flave fhall not direétly or
indireély become the property of the former owner.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon fhall beat
or maltreat any flave not belonging to herfelf or himfelf, fuch offender fhall not only
be indited and punifhed for the fame in like manner as mentioned in the precedin
claufe, but any punifhment inflitted by the court of feffions for fuch offerice fhall
not be confidered as a bar to any action or fuit at law which may be commenced
by the owner of fuch flave, or be confidered in mitigation of any damages which
may otherwife be given or recovered for fuch trefpafs or injury.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any juftice of
the peace [hall receive any complaint or intelligence which he in his own difcretion
fhall think probable, that any flave hath been mutilated, cruelly punifhed, or
otherwife maltreated or confined without fufficient fupport, it fhall be lawful for
fuch juftice of the peace to call to his affiltance fome other juftice, and then fuch
two juftices fhall be and are hereby authorized to order any conftable to bring
fuch flave before them ; or if the cale fhall require it they are hereby authorized
to go to fuch place where fuch flave fhall be, and direct fuch {lave to be pro-
duced and thown to them, that {uch enquiry and other proceedings may be made
and had as fhall be neceflary for the further profecuiion of the offence ; and
that if fuch juftices fhall think it proper or neceflary, they fhall be and they are
hereby authorized to fend fuch flave to fome public place of [ecurity, or to the
cage, if any provided in the Ifland, to be there kept and detained, and fupported
at the expence of the owner and director of fuch {lave, until further enquiry, fhall
be made into the fa& according to law ; provided further, that all and every claufe,
matter, and thing herein contained be and are hereby fufpended until His Majefty’s
royal pleafure be known.

Dated at Kingftown this nineteenth day of January, and in the fifty-third year
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of
the Faith, and fo forth; and in the year of our Lord God one thoufand eight
hundred and thirteen.

Edward Sharpe, Speaker.

Paffed

St. VINCENT.

Clanfe e
Explaining doubts
refpe&ing manu-
miffion regiitered
in other colonics.

Claufe 8.

Providing for the
punifhment of pro-
prictors maltreating
their flaves. y

Authorizing the
court to difpofe of
fuch flaves, if they
fee fit

and to erder the
proceeds to be paid
to the owner, or
otherwife.

Claufe g.

Perfons maltreat-
mg {laves not their
property punifhed
by this A&, and
liable moreover to
profecution at civil
law,

Claufe 10.
Requiring juftices
to take cognizance
of complaints re-
{peéting cruelty
exerciled upon any
flaves,

and to provide a
place of fecurity
for them when in
particular cafes
they fhall think it
neceffary ; provided
that every thing in
this A& contained
do firft receive the
approbation of His
Majetty.




Sr. VINCENT.

Claufe 1.

Clanfe 2.
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Paffed the Aflembly the nineteenth day of January one thoufand eight hundred
and thirteen.
Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Affembly.

Pafled the Council the tenth day of February one thoufand eight hundred and
thirteen.
Daniel P. Bernard, Dep. Clerk of the Council.

Aflented to by his Excellency the Governor in Council this third day of February
one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen.

Daniel P. Bernard, Public Secretary.
Charles Brifbane.

Duly publithed in King(town this fourth day of February in the year of our Lord
one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen, and in the fifty-fourth year of His
Majefty’s reign. '

J. G. Nanton, Atting Provoft Marfhal General.

No.-25.

AN ACT to repeal the fourth Claufe of an A&, intituled ¢ An A&t to explain
and amend an A&, intituled ¢ An A& for making Slaves Real Eftate, and
the better government of Slaves and free Negroes,”” and to amend and
re-enadt the fame. [20th March r815.]

WHEREAS the fourth claufe of the A&, intituled ¢ An A to explain and
amend an A&, intituled ¢ An A& for making Slaves Real Eftate, and the better
government of Slavesand free Negroes,”” is imperfect as to the evidence to be given
by any flave or flaves on oath; for remedy whereof, we, Your Majefty’s moft
dutiful and loyal {fubjets, Sir Charles Brifbane Knight, Commander of the moft
Honourable Order of the Bath, Captain-general and Governor in Chief in and over
the Ifland of St.Vincent and its dependencies, and the Council and Affembly of the
fame, have enated ; and be it and it is hereby enatted by the authority aforefaid,
That the faid fourth claufe be and it is hereby repealed ; and inftead thereof, be it
enatted, That as any {lave or flaves charged with any of the offences named or
mentioned in the before-recited A¢t, or any other offence whatever which may
render him or her liable to the punifhment of death, fhall be tried in all refpe&ts
in the fame manner as free perfons at the court of feffions (fave and except that
the evidence of any flave or flaves on oath fhall in fuch cale be taken for and
again[l flaves, but in no other cafe whatever be admiffible) ; and upon fuch trial
the court are hereby required to appoint a barrifter to act as counfel for the pri-
foner ; and the jury, if they find the prifoner guilty, afcertain the value of him
or her, and the owner of fuch {lave fhall be paid the fame as heretofore provided
by the above-recited Aét.

And be it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave or flaves
fhall be convifted of perjury, he, fhe, or they fhall be liable to fuffer any or all
the punifhment infli€ted on free perfons in fuch cafes.

Dated in Kingfton the twenty-fifth day of March, in the fifty-fifth year of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord George, by the grace of God, of the United

.Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith; and
in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and fifteen.

Alexander Cruikfbank, Speaker.
Paffed
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Paffed the Affembly this twentieth day of March. ST.VINCENT.
" Hubert P. Cox, Clerk of the Affembly.

Pagt;d the Council this twentieth day of March one thoufand eight hundred and
teen.
Andrew Rofe, Clerk of the Council.

Affented to by His Excellency the Governor in Chief this twenty-third day of
March one thoufand eight hundred and fifteen.

Andrew Rofe, Public Secretary.

Charles Great Brifbane.
Seal.

Duly publifhed in Kingfton this twenty-fifth day of March one thoufand eight
hundred and fifteen. J. Y. Nanton, Provoft Marfhal General.

St. Vincent, 22d April 1815.
A true Copy.

Andrew Rofe, Secretary and Regifter.

TOBAGO ISLAND.
No. 26.

AN ACT to prevent more effettually Slaves abfenting themfelves from the fervice
of their Mafters, Owners, or Renters. [6th November 1807.]

WHEREAS it has of late been the prattice of the negroes upon fome eftates
in this Ifland to abfent themfelves in gangs from the fervice of their mafters,
owners, or renters, to the evil example of others and the terror and danger of the
inhabitants of this Ifland ; be it therefore enated by His Majelty’s moft dutiful
and loyal fubjeéts, the Captain-general and Governor in Chief of His Majefty’s
Ifland of Tobago, and the Council and General Affembly of the fame; and it is
hereby enaéted by the authority of the fame, That from and after the publication
of this A& if any flave or flaves fhall abfent themfelves without tickets, or run
away in any number or gang amounting to two or more, from any plantation to
which fuch flaves belong, or if not belonging to a plantation fhall abfent them-
felves without tickets, or run away from their mafters, owners, or renters, in gangs
amounting to two or more, for any fpace of time whatever, one or more of the
faid flaves, fuch as fhall appear to be ringleaders and the greateft offenders, fhall
fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as the perfons appointed to try flaves under
and by virtue of an A&, intituled ¢ An A& for the good order and government
of Slaves; and for repealing an At of this Ifland, intituled * An Aét for the

ood order and government of Slaves, and for keeping them under proper reftraint,
for eftablifhing the method of trial in capital cafes, and other regulations for the
greater fecurity of that part of the inhabitants property,”” fhall diret; and the
remainder of fuch flaves fhall fuffer fuch whipping or other punifhment as fuch
perfons fhall think proper to order.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any flave or {flaves
offending againit this A& fhall be fubjet and liable to be apprehended and tried
in the fame manner, and in the fame court of fuftices and frechelders, as flaves
are made fubjeét and liable to be apprehended and tried under and by virtue of
the above recited Act.

(18.) X And
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TOBAGO: .. And be it and it is hereby enated by the authority, aforefaid, Thar there-fhall
be paid to the provoft marfhal, or his lawful deputy, four fhillings and fixpence
currenty for each; and no more, for receiving into and letting out of gaol any
flave or flaves committed by virtue of this Adl.

Alexander Buchanan, Speaker.

Paffed the Houfe of Aflembly this twenty-cighth day of Oétober one thoufand

eight hundred and feven. st :
Neil Stewart, Clerk of the Affembly.

Paffed the Council this fourth day of November one thoufand eight hundred

and feven.
S. Hall, Clerk of the Council.

Affented to November the fixth one thoufand eight hundred and feven.
W. Young, Governor.

Proclaimed this ninth day of November one thoufand eight hundred and feven.
W. Smith, Dep. Pro. Marfhal.

No. 27.

Aw ACT to amend an A&, intituled ¢ An A& to prevent the clandeftine
departure of Perfons from the Ifland.” [2gth April 1814.]

WHEREAS great inconvenience has arifen from perfons underwriting others
whofe names are fetup in the fecretary’s office previoufly to their leaving the Ifland
by virtue of an Act, intituled *“ An Aét ro prevent the clandeltine departure of
Perfons from the lfland ;”* for remedy whereof, be it and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by His Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful f{ubjes, his Excellency Sir
William Young, Baronet, Captain-general and Governor in Chief in and over His
Majefty’s Ifland of Tobago, the Council and General Affembly of the faid Ifland ;
and it/is hereby enatted by the authority aforefaid, That eyery perfon underwriting
another whofe name is fet up in the fecretary’s office fhail, previouily to under-
writing, make a pofitive affidavit of the debt due to him by the perfon he is about
to underwrite before one of the juftices of the court of Common Pleas, and lodge.
the fame in the fecretary’s office ;. and without fuch affidavit no underwriting fhall
prevent the fecretary from ifluing a ticket to a perfon fetting up his name, as
is directed by the faid recited Act; any thing in the faid A& to the contrary
notwithitanding.

And be it enalted by the authority aforefaid, That the fecretary of the Hland:
fhall publith in the Gazette of this’Ifland every week the names of -perfons pitting:
up their names'to depart the Ifland ; and alfo fhall publifh the date of his: iffuing
tickets, whether taken out by complying with the fetting up of the name for
fourteen days, or upon giving fecurity :- Provided always, that it fhall nof be
neceflary to publifh any name more than'once, and the {ecretary fhall be ap libesty
to charge therefor the fum of one fhilling and fixpence currency; and in!cafe of
negledt, the fecretary fhall be liable' to an action of «damagesi at the: fuit of any
perfon proving himfelf or herfelf endamaged by fuch negleét! A

James M. Collier, Speaker.

Paffed the Houfe of Affembly this twenty-ninth day ‘of April one thoufand eight
hundred and fourteen. i S StRIS il u
: Janies Willcock, Clerk of General Aﬂ'éii*aialjﬁ
Jobn Balfour, Prefident.

Paffed
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Pafled’ the Council the twgnty—fﬁnth day of April one thoufand eight hundred ~TOBAGO..
and fourteen. - B

Samuel Hall, Clerk of Council.

Tobago, Council Chamber, April twenty-ninth one thoufand eight hundred and
fourteen. Affent given, W. Yvung, Governor.

Tobago, 3oth April one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen ; and'duly
publifhed this thirtieth April one thoufand eight hundréd and fourteen.

Gideon Gilmany D. P. Marfhal.

No. 28.

AN ACT to compel perfons manumittinggSlaves in this Ifland to provide for
their fupport, and to reftri® Manumiflion of Slaves belonging to other
Iflands.: [i19 O&ober 1814.]:

WHEREAS many {laves have been manumitted by their owners without any Preamble.
provifion being made for their [upport, by reafon whereof they have become fubjeét
to want, and burthenfome to the public, and flayes belonging to other Iflands have
been manumitted here, in abule of the regulations exifting in fuch Iflands; for
remedy thereof, be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by His Majefty’s moft
dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, his Excellency Sir William Young, Baronet, Captain. Claufe 1ft.
general and Governor in Chief in and over thelfland of Tobago and itsdependencies, No manumiffion
the Council and General Aflembly of the fame, That from and after the publication fhall be deemed valid
of this'Aé& no manumiffion whatever fhall be deemed valid for the purpofe of f:;laeif:rthf public

B .1 . o er's receipt
manumitting any flave whatever, and entitling him or her to the privileges of free pe indorfed upon it
fubjects, unlefs the public treafurer’s receipt be indorfed upon fuch manumiffion for 1col.
for the fum of one hundred pounds currency, which fhall be paid into the public Every fuch manu-
treafury of the Ifland by the owner of the flave intended to be manumitted, or by miffion to be re-
fome perfon in his or her behalf; and every manumillion, with the treafurer’s f:;i:doggerecm'
receipt endorfed upon the back of it, fhall be recorded in the fecretary’s office of o . .

- Y : ¢ : N y perfon having
this Ifland, before the perfon manumitted fhall be entitled to receive the dividends fuch manumiffion
herein-after provided ; and the perfon fo manumitted, and whofe manumiffion with entitled to 81. per
the treafurer’s receipt fhall have been recorded, fhall be entitled to receive from 2rnum during
the public treafurer, who is hereby directed to pay fuch perfon the fum of eight naturallife:
pounds currency per annum, in equal half-yearly payments, except as is herein-
after excepted, for and during the term of his or her natural life, to be computed At deceafe fum
from the date of the treafurer’s receipt, and after fuch perfon’s deceafe the fum paid P?id fhall remain

into the public treafury fhall be and remain for the public ufes of the colony. fﬁz Egg:;_“[es 2

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no manu- Claufe 2d.
miffion under and by virtue of the laft will and teftament of any perfon what- No manumiffion
ever fhall take effect for the purpofe of manumitting the perfon left free by ““&i“la& will and
fuch laft will and teftament, until the fum of one hundred pounds currency be :ﬁ'e?&mzﬁ:if‘i;ﬁ?is
paid into the public treafury of this Ifland ; and the perfon fo manumitted by paid into treafury.
will, and whole receipt from the public treafurer fhall be duly recorded, fhall Perfon fo manumit-
be entitled to the fame dividend, and payable in like manner as is ordered in the “"d’ac‘l‘dd"“e‘l’ﬁ ‘i{‘l)'
former claufe of this A& ; and the fum for which the receipt is given fhall, after (e dtvidend o
the deceale of the perfon left free, remain in like manner to the public ufes of the ordered in former

colony. claufe.

And be it enatted by the authority aforefaid, That no manumiffion of a flave or Claufe 3d.
flaves belonging to other Hlands fhall be proved or recorded without the receipt Manumiffionofflave
required being thereon indorfed; and the fecretary of the Ifland is hereby required g’;g::i;ﬁf;:ﬁ;ﬁ‘a
not to record any fuch manumiffion without fuch receipt, under the penalty of one proved or e
hundred pounds currency. without receipt re-
quired being in-
And dorfed thereon,




( Bay)

TOBAGO. And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no dividends fhall be
-payable upon fums paid into the public treafury to give effeft to manumiffions
Claufe 4th. of flaves belonging to other Iflands, but the fum required by this Aé to be paid

No dividend payable jnty the public treaflury fhall be applicable immediately to the public ufes of the
upon fume paid ito o

treafury for manu- J . : ' .
miffion of {laves belonging to other Iflands, but {fumsfo paid fhall be applicable immediately to public ufes of the colony.

Pafled the Houfe of Aflembly the fourteenth day of O¢tober one thoufand
eight hundred and fourteen. :

(Signed) Fames Wilcock, Clerk of General Aflembly.
(Signed)  Elphin/tone Piggott,
Speaker of the Houfe of General Aflembly.

Paffed the Council the fourteenth day of O&ober one thoufand eight hundred
and fourteen.

(Signed) Samuel Cox, Ating Clerk of the Council.
(Signed)  Fobn Balfour, Prefident of the Council.

Tobago, nineteenth O&tober one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen ; duly
publifhed this day.

(Signed) Gid. Gilman, Deputy Provoft Marfhal.

Tobago, at Government Houfe, O&ober feventeenth one thoufand eight hundred
and fourteen, on part of executive Government.

Affent given by :
(Signed) William Young, Governor.
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COPIES ano EXTRACTS or CORRESPONDENCE

RESPECTING

SLAVES.

Sr. CHRISTOPHERS.

No. 29.

COPY of a letter from Governor Probyn to Earl Bathurft, dated
St. Chriftopher’s, 2 5th November 1816.—One inclofure.

My Lord, St. Chriftophers, 25th Nov. 1816.

HAVE now the honour to tranfmit the Cenfus which, conformably to your

Lordlhip’s direttions recently conveyed to me, has been taken of the {flave
population of this ifland.

I have not yet received the reports from the other iflands of the government.
I hope, however, I (hall be able to forward them by an early opportunity.

From all the information I have had it in my power to colle&, I am inclined
to think that there has been no infraction of the laws paffed for the abolition of
the flave-trade in this colony, or indeed in any other forming a part of this go-
vernment ; and the flaves in general appear to be contented and happy.

I have the honour to be, with great confideration and refpeét,
My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient
humble fervant,
(Signed) THOS. PROBYN,
To the Rt. Hon. the Earl Bathurft, Capt, Gen. and Gov.
&c. &c. &c.

(Inclofure.)
(Copy.)

IN purfuance of a refolution of the Council and Affembly, entered into at their
meeting on the 27th Auguft laft, ¢ That it be referred to a committee of both
« houfes to take the neceflary meafures for obtaining for His Excellency the
¢ Captain General, as fpeedily as poffible, an Account fhewing the increafe or
¢ decreafe of the number of Slaves in this ifland fince 1807 ; their prefent num-
¢ bers; and, as far as the fame can be done, the changes in their refpeftive

% proportions of males and females,and of adults and children; according to the
(18.) Y ¢ requi-
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“ requifition contained in Lord Bathurft’s letter of the 20th May laft ;”’~—your
committee, appointed for that purpofe, report as follows ; viz.

That there having been no account taken of the number of flaves in the year
1807, they cannot afcertain the increale or decreafe fince that period :

That after the molt diligent inquiry in collecting a Cenfus, on oath, of the
prefent numbers of flaves in this colony, by a membet: of the councﬂ' in each
parifh, they find that there are in the refpective parifhes the following num-
bers; viz.

Adults. Children.
In the Parifh of TorAL.
Males, | Females. | Males. | Females.

— T — \
St. George, Baffeterre - -11,113 |1,154 | 636 | 523 | 3.426
St. Peter, Baffeterre - - -| 789 [ 883 ) 510 | 3564 | 2,743
Trinity, Falmette Point - -1 463 | 438 | 260 | 234 | 1.395
St. Thomas, Middle Ifland -1 688 | 664 364 | 358 | 2,074
St. Anne, Sandy Point - -| 637 | 699 { 439 | 401 | 2,176
St. Paul, Capifterre - -1 467 | 506 1 239. 221 | 1,433
St. John, Capifterre - - 482 | 5341 254 | 239 | 1,511
Chrift Church, Nichola Town - 574 | 6453 376 | 407 | 2,002
St. Mary, Cayon - A T T T 440 | 415 | 2,068
Making the total number of flaves in the ifland - 18,828

That the changes in the refpecive proportions of males and females and of
adults ‘and children cannot be alcertained, as the laft Cenfus of flaves that was
taken in March 1812 only fpecified the total mumbers, and which were as fol-
lows; viz. :

In the parith of St. George, Bafleterre - 3,738 flaves.

St. Peter, Bafleterre - - 2,782
Trinity, Palmette Point - 1,543
St. Thomas, Middle Ifland - 2,441
St. Anne, Sandy Point - 1,997
St. Paul, Capifterre - - 1,588
St. John, Capifterre - 1,511
Chrift Church, Nichola Town 2,063
St. Mary, Cayon - =t 2,222

Making a total of - 19,885

Leaving a deficit of one thoufand and fifty-feven flaves in four years and a half,
being about one and a third per cent.

_ Your committee, however, think it neceflary to add, that, as it poflefled no
means of enforcing returns from the inhabitants, poffibly fome few individuals
may have omitted to give in the lift of their perfonal negroes ; but the committee
15 convinced the numbers kept back cannot but be fmall.

(Signed) W. THOMSON, Chairman.
Baffeterre, St. Chriftopher,
Committee Room, 18th O&. 1816.
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St. LUCIA.

No. 30.
(Copy-) .
EXTRACT of a letter from Major General R. Douglafs to the Right
Honourable Earl Bathurft, dated St. Lucia, 16th O&ober 1816.

SINCE I had the honour to receive your Lordfhip’s circular letter of the

2oth May 1816, I have anxioufly endeavoured to procure the information ne-
ceflary to enable me to anfwer it fully, but, Iam forry to fay, the total want of
public records in this ifland, and the apparent unwillingnefs of thofe who have
been in office to give affiftance on fuch fubjeéts, have rendered it impoffible for me
to obrain, from any certain authority, the particulars required.

From my own obfervations, and from general information, it would appear, that
the laws for the abolition of the flave-trade have been duly obferved, as far as
relates to the importation of Africans.

One of the confequences of the French Revolution in this ifland was, the aban-
donment of many valuable eftates from want of population, and fome very fine
plantations have recently been forfaken, the proprietors having concentrated their
flaves on other eftates, which had alfo too few negroes to cultivate them ; it is
difficule, therefore, to fay in what degree the abolition has occafioned thefe mea-
fures, but is certain that it has prevented that acceflion of cultivators which was
required to reftore the ifland to the ftate of profperity it was in at the commence-
ment of the French Revolution.

The effefts of the abolition of the flave-trade are certainly favourable to the
condition of the black population, in as much as it is now, more than ever, the
interelt of every proprietor to preferve the health of his flaves, and particularly to
cherifh the rifing generation, which was formerly very much negleéted, upon the
fordid principle that it was cheaper to buy flaves than to rear them.

In general the treatment of this clafs of the population is juft and kind, but there
are many inftances of the reverfe, according to the difpofition of their owners, and
fome of very grear cruelty ; but thefe, I am happy to fay, are not numerous.

The inclofed letter from the regiftrar of flaves will thew your Lordfhip that there
are upwards of 16,000 in this ifland, but that it would be impoffible to diftinguifh
males, temales, adults, and children, without confuming a very confiderable por-
tion of time, which the regiftrar requires to complete his records already in
arrear.

Under all thefe circumftances it is totally impracticable to eftimate the probable
increafe or decreafe, or the changes in their relative proportions of males, females,
adults, and children, which I very much regret.

(Copy.) (Inclofure.)

Sir, Regiftry Office, Caftries, sth Oct. 1816.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s letter,
dated the 24th December laft, requiring me, with as little delay as poffible, to
tranfmit the exatt number of flaves in this ifland, diftinguifhing males, females,
adults, and children, to be forwarded to the Earl Bathurft for the information of
His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent.

I had already begun to comply with the direétions therein contained, but I now
find that the undertaking would be attended with very confiderable delay, and muft
neceflarily retard the entry of the original returns in the regiftry books, which I
am moft anxious to complete, and which already has remained unfinifhed a very
confiderable time after the period for its conclufion. '

t
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Sr. LUCIA. It is neceffary I fhould account to Your Excellency in what the difficulty confifts,
and how tedious an undertaking itwould prove to makeout a lift fuchas I am thusre-
quired to do. The Order in Council under which authority I aé,does not require the
returns to be fent us in that form ; for example, in the inftances of families of flaves,
the males, females, adults, and children aref{o intermixed, that it would require,
to obtain this point, that each individual fhould be {eparated from the returns, and
as there are upwards of 16,cocin thele returns the undertaking would be for-
midable ; I therefore beg permiffion to fuggeft to Your Excellency, whether, under
all the circumftances I have ftated, it would not be more defirable to continue the
ordinary bufinefs of the regiftry for the purpofe of its completion before this exaét
return is required ; but 1 beg molt perfetly to explain to Your Excellency, that
this fuggeftion is not made to {pare the trouble it might occafion us. as I aflure you
I {hall tcel it my duty moft cheerfully to comply, at all times, with Your Excel-
lency’s orders.

As I am now on the fubje& of the Regiftry office, I feel it neceflary to ftate
to Your Excellency the delay that is occafioned in the duties of it by the want of a
fecond clerk. I have again written lately on the fubject to Lord Bathurfl, ftating
that your Excellency withed for his Lordfhip’s authority te order a fecond clerk,
for that you had, on every occafion, thewn the utmoft readinels, and evinced every
defire to aflift me in putting into execution the Order in Council. The letter to
which I allude was written previoudly to the death of Mr. Sandys, the clerk I firit
employed, and I informed his Lordfhip that as I had, on my own refponfibility,
engaged a {econd, I hoped his Lordihip would order the arrears of falary to be paid,
as well as the lecond clerk confirmed. The death of Mr. Sandys, although ot late
he had been conftantly fick, bas again thrown us back; but as I have already paid
a fecond up to his death, I do not confider myfelf called upon to be again refpon-
fible for another, more efpecially as Mr. Goulburn’s letter to me of the 1oth of
October 1815, which Lord Bathurft enclofed to General Stehelin (I believe) in
June laft, {tates, that the expences of the regiilry are to be paid by the colony.

I have therefore no alternative but to endeavour to engage a fecond, referving
the iffue of the falary being allowed until I hear from Lord Bathurft. I may, per-
haps, be able to effett this, if your Excellency is convinced of the neceflity of a
fecond clerk being employed, and on that pecafion would recommend fuch perfon
to his Lordfhip.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
with the utmolt refpect,
Your Excellency’s moft obedient,
humbie fervant,

(Signed) RICH. BUCKOLL, Regiftrar.

St. VINCENTS.

e =

No. 31.
COEYﬁof a letter from Mr. Prefident Paul, dated St.Vincent's, 30th July
1010.
Government Houfe,
My Lord, St. Vincent, 3oth July 1816.

St. VINCENTS. I HAD the honour of receiving your Lordfhip’s letter of 20th May laft, defiring
- an anfwer to feveral queries, in confequence of an addrefs from the Houfe of

Lords to His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent.
~ Ican fay with confidence, that the laws pafled for the abolition of the flave-
trade have been ftriftly obferved and executed within this government, and the
effects
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effects produced have, in my opinion, been falutary and beneficial. | T can eafily St VINCENTS.
get from the rtreafurer’s office the General Annual Returns of Slaves finice 1804 3
but it is my duty to mention to your Lordfhip, that I could not procure a ftatement
of the changes in their relative’ proportions of males and females, and of adults
and children, without an a& of the legiflature. The contents of your Lordfhip’s

letter fhall be communicated to that body at firft meeting, and the proceedings
thereon regularly tran{mitted. :

The minds of flaves all over the Britith Weft Indies are juft now fo much agitated
and mifled by abfurd and unfounded reports from Europe, that the greateft caution
and prudence is neceflary to be obferved in making any innovation.

I have every reafon to believe that it is the earneft with of the legiflature of this
colony to do every thing in their power to meet the wifhes of His Majefty’s Go-

vernmernt.
I have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient,
humble fervant,
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurft. (Signed) ROB. PAUL.

TOBAGO.

No. 32.

EXTRACT of a letter from John Campbell, efq. Prefident and
Commander-in-chief of the Ifland of Tobago, fo Earl Bathurft, dated
Tobago, 28th October 1816.—One Inclofure.

I DID myfelf the honour of informing your Lordfhip, in my letter of the 20th TOBAGO.

Auguft, that I would, without lofs of time, attend to your directions in tranf-
mitting a Return of Slaves from 1807 to the prefent period. I now inclofe one,
made out and figned by the treafurer, and can, with much confidence, anfwer for
its correétnefs.

(Copy.) (Inclofure.)

Sir, Cuftom Houfe, Tobago, 27th O&.1816.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Honour’s letter of the 14th inft.
inclofing a letter from the Earl Bathurft, requiring a Return and defcription of
all captured Negroes, and a minute and {pecial Report as to the ftate of the Ne-
groes apprenticed by the collector or his predeceflors, fince the act was pafled
abolithing the flave-trade, and in manner and form fpecified in the Order in
Council of the 16th March 1808.

The collector, Mr. Francklyn, owing to ill health, has fince July 1814 been
abfent on leave, and is at préfent in London.

I have, from the day of his departure, difcharged the duties of his office ; and
acquaint your Honour that there has been no captured negroes brought into this
port fince that period by any of His Majefty’s vefiels of war, nor have any been
feized by the officers of this revenue.

(18.) Z On
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On reference to the books of this office, it appears that anterior to July 1814,
and fubfequent to the 25th of March 1807, the date of the act abolithing the
traffic in flaves, thatthere are no records made by Mr. Franklyn of any ecaptured
negroes brought into this port by His Majefty’s veflels of war or feized by the
officers of this department.

I am well acquainted with Mr. Franklyn, and knew him to be fo correct and
zealous in the difcharge of his refpettive duties, that had there been any captured
negroes placed under his proteCtion, a very minute and particular account would
have been kept of them, and the Order in Council of the 12th March 1868
punctually obferved.

Whilft the late Sir William Young adminiftered the government of this ifland,
which was from April 1807 to January 18135, I lived with him as his private {e-
cretary, and had in confequence many opportunities of obferving, that no part of
his duty occupied more immediately his attention than that of carrying into com-
plete effect the acts relating to and abolithing the trade in flaves.

If any infraflion of thofe laws happened during his adminiftration, by any
illegal importation of {laves into this ifland, it was unknown to him, and muit
have been carried into execution in the moft private and clandeftine way, and
fo as to elude the vigilance of thofe whofe immediate duty it was to prevent it.
I am inclined however to believe, that no illegal importation of flaves has ever
occurred ; or if any, it muft have been in its extent exceedingly limited.

Thefe remarks may, in fome degree, be confidered by your Honour as ‘irrele-
vant to the immediate objet of his Lordfhip’s letter. I fhould not however have
been induced to make them, were I not defirous of fhewing, that under the [trict
adminiftration of Sir William Young, and the vigilance of the officers of His Ma-
jefty’s cuftoms, the feveral laws and orders in council relative to flaves have re-
ceived due attention.

I am Sir, very refpeétfully,
Your Honour's
Moft obedient humble fervant,

(Signed) P. RICHARDSON, A&. Coll.
"To His Honour Prefident Campbell,
&c. &c. &c.

TRINIDAD.

No. 33.

COPY of a letter from Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. dated
Trinidad, the 23d Nov. 1816, to Earl Bathurft.—Four Inclofures.

My Lord, Trinidad, 23d Nov. 1816.

1 HAD the honour to receive, on the 2d of Auguft, your Lordihip’s circular

letter of the 20th May. To enable me to reply to the inquiries it contains,
1 deemed it expedient to require the Reports of the Commandants of the Quarters,
whofe long refidence in the colony and acquaintance with its flave population
bet}er qualified them to afford the information demanded than any other
perfons.

I beg leave to inclofe a copy of my letter to them; and having received their
Reports, I have the honour to ftate, for the information of His Royal Highnefs
the Prince Regent, that they are unanimous in declaring—

That
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That there has been a general and faithful obfervance of the aéts of abolition
in this colony : - :

That the cultivation of the colony has declined fince thofe atts were paffed :

That the labour of the flaves has in general been increafed, for the purpofe

of enabling the planters to repair the lofles fuftained in their numbers, and in
the depreciation of produce :

That the abolition has left a difproportion of the fexes in the flave popu-
lation :

That the enaétment of the laws of abolition has caufed but little improvement

in the treatment of the flaves, and no improvement whatever in their moral con-

dition ; whilft it has given additional infecurity to the planter, in confequence of
the miftaken notions it has created among the negroes refpeting its real and
eventual purpofe.

I alfo annex a Report of the Commiffary of population, and I beg to folicit your
Lordfhip’s particular attention to that part of it which accounts for the difference
between the number of flaves infcribed in the Population Returns previous to the
regiftry, and the number returned in the office of the regiftrar of flaves fince its
eftablifhment in the colony.

From all the information I have obtained during my refidence in the ifland, I
have no hefitation in confirming the report of that officer in this particular, and of

declaring my entire convittion of the faithful obfervance of the laws of abolition
in this colony.

The regiftrar of flaves has furnifhed me with all the information that is to be
colleéted from the records of his office, fince the period of its eftablifhment.

My experience of the Weft Indies does not enable me to offer to your Lordfhip
any further or more particular anfwer to the queftions detailed, but I can ven-
ture to affure your Lordfhip, that whatever relutance the flaves may feel or exprefs
in enduring the hardfhips of their prefent condition in the colonies, I do not believe
that any could be found who are willing to exchange that condition for a return
to their native country.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,
Your Lordthip’s faithful

and obedient fervant,

To Earl Bathurft, (Signed) RALPH WOODFORD.
&c. &c. &ec.
(Circular.,) (Firft Inclofure.)
Sir, Government Houfe, 22d Aug. 1816.

HIS Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent having been pleafed, in confequence of
an addrefs of the Houfe of Lords, to fignify His Royal pleafure that I fhould fur-
nith a Report, ftating how far the laws paffed for the abolition of the flave-trade
have been obferved and executed within this colony, what effets they appear to
have produced in the general condition of the colony, and efpecially in the ftate of
its black population ; I have to addrefs myfelf to you, requefting you will inform
me, if within your knowledge any inftance has occurred of flaves having beea
illegally or clandeftinely introduced into the ifland fince the abolition of the
flave-trade, and alfo what effeéts has attended the abolition, either as regards
the colony or. the flaves themfelves, as far as you have been able to judge of

the fame. :
If
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If your experience fhould not enable you to reply to thefe enquiries, I requeft
you would affemble a meeting of fuch of the principal inhabitants as you may
think moft able to enable you to frame your report.

I have the honour to be,

your obedient fervant,

To the Commandant of (Signed) RALPH WOODFORD.
the Quarter of

(Copy.) (Second Inclofure.)

Sir, Port of Spain, 4th O&. 1816.

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of
the 21ft Auguft laft paft, inclofing a copy of a difpatch from Earl Bathurft, fig-
nifying the pleafure of His Royal Highnels the Prince Regent, that a Report
fhould be prepared, ftating what effect the laws pafled for the abolition of the {flave-
trade had produced in the general condition of the colony, and efpecially in the
ftate of its black population ; the increafe or decreafe of the number of {laves fince

1807, and the changes in their relative proportion of males and females, and adults
and children,

In obedience thereto I have the honour to lay before your Excellency an ex-
tratt of the Returns of the Slave Population, lodged in my office from the year
1808 to 1811, (the return of the year 1807 could not be completed on account
of the fire which took place in March of that year,) fince which period the popu-
lation returns have not included the flaves, as is decreed by the Order in Council
of 26th March 1812.

According to thole returns there is a decreafe of 607 flaves from 1808
to 1811,

The difference obfervable in thofe returns, as to the number and relative propor-
tion of adults and children, is owing to the following caufes; the blank population
returns were fent to the Commandant of Quarters to fill up, no oath was admi-
niftered, but the different columns of the bianks were filled up upon the declaration
or returns of the planters. The population returns for the town of Port of Spain
were fent to the Alcaldes de Barrios, who being removed every year from the office,
and having their mercantile bufinefs to attend to, paid very little attention to the
filling up the blanks correétly.

Ina ftate of general incorre@nefs they were fent to the Commiffary of population,
to enable him to prepare, according to his inftructions, the general annual return
of the population and crop of this ifland.

The negligence or evafion of the real numbers is to be accounted for by the
following reafons :

That the public roads of this colony are generally kept in repair by the inha-

bitants, in proportion to their relpective number of flaves, both adults and
children :

That the requifition of flaves for public works, particularly at a time when the
enemy's [quadrons were in thefe feas, was taken from the {ame proportion, and
therefore, in order to diminith their contribution, either for keeping the roads in
repair or for public works, the planters, particularly thofe pofiefling great number

of flave children, never declared to the commandant the real quantity of their
flaves.

The propertion of males and females from the year 1808 to the year 1811 is
generally as 8 to 6, and that of adults and children as 4 to 1.

The effeéts produced in the general condition of the colony by the laws paffed for
the abolition of the flave-trade is, that as negroes can no longer be procured as

before
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before that period, the planters have not been able to involve themfelves in pur-
chafing new negroes upon credit, and they are therefore more independent ; with
refpect to the produce of the ifland there is an increafe in the crop of the cacao, and
a decreafe in that of fugar, which may be better attributed to the irregularity of the
feafons than to the effet of the abolition. With regard to the condition of the
fiave population more care is generally taken of them, both in health and illnefs,
on account of the difficulty of replacing them’; but notwithftanding great care is
taken of children, yet a great many die before attaining the age of feven years,
from illnefs peculiar to that age, confequently the deficiency amongft the adults
cannot be fupplied by births, which muft inevitably occafion a gradual decreafe in
the flave population, and which will be more ferioufly felt in the courfe of a few
years.

As to the moral effect produced upon the negroes by the abolition, I am not
aware of any improvement in that refpet.
I have the honour to be, with refpeét,
Your Excellency’s moft obedient
and humble fervant,

(Signed) J.E. MAINGOT,
To Gov. Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. Commis' of Popul®.
&reu & &c,

(Third Inclofure.)
Trinidad.

RETURN of the Slave Population of the years 1808, 1809, 1810,
and 1811; fhewing the decreafe which has taken place within that

period.
ADULTS. CHILDREN.
YEARS. Run away.| GRAND [DECREASE.
Men. Women. Males. Females. [EOLAL:
1808 -  -|10,189 | 7,429 | 2,168 | 1,087 [ 122 21,895 —
1809 - -1 9:894| 7:315| 2,210 1,924 132 21,475 =
1810 = -| 95477 | 7,011 | 2,128 | 2,012 | 10X | 20,729 —
1811 - “| 9,321 7,019 | 2,506 | 2,297 | 145 | 21,288 607
(Signed) J. E. MAINGOT,

CommisY of Popul”.

TRINIDAD.
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RETURN fhewing the INCREASE and DECREASE of Slaves in

The whole NUMBER of SLAVES returned for Regiltration in the Year 1813 amounted to 235,717, viz.

ADULTS.

CHILDREN.

Males.

Females.

DMales.

Females.

TOTAL.

10,917

8,2¢c6

3:339

2557

the Regiftrar for Slaves Office, between the Periods of 16th December 1813

and the giit January 1816.
MALE ADULTS. FEMALE ADULTS. MALE CHILDREN. FEMALE CHILDREN.
Increafe. Decreafe. Increafe. Decreafe. Increafe. Decreafe. Increafe. Decreale.
IRt Bemce it [Beee i et st il s | s st il (B B Sl | oy S o | e SR SRR ] s 3 | BE| o 4|2
E lEs| g8l 5| & (28 | s) 8 |eEx | 284 2 | 5ol B |t P kAl Es pe) 2 B e eSSl EaT [ISES Eemit el S Bl 2
& |2a|E=) 8 | & | € | & | 2 |E°|Ex] § | & | S | S E |2 |58|Ex) 2 | & |5 |E|2E | & |caldE] d |L|S|5
£ | o a ] a = E | & o a ER = = & E | = o A & A = & E | & ) a |dlals
460 34 | 46 |r,007| 69 |200| 71 1433 | 26 | 62 }552| 33 | 51 {ro8)049 151 | 4 | 154377 | 33 | 13| 37 | 929|107 | — | 17 432 |38|4 |54
RECAPITULATION.
B . £ - = -
. o8 S ; . E y g E
374 TE 'U% &T 3 B z = = & g3
; Ed 2% g 4 g £ s 5 5 -3
2 | eg g b oede B TR R R L N e e e S e
= = H o 5 A & =] = a & m
1,878 | 1,151 | 64 140 | 3,233 || 2,368 173 | 268 270 | 3,079 154 | 25,871
(Signed) HENRY MURRAY,

Regr for Slaves.
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BERMUDAS.

No. 34,

COPY of a letter from Mr. Prefident Smith to Farl Bathurft, dated
Bermuda, 29th November 1816.—One Inclofure,

Government Houfe, Bermuda,
2gth Nov. 1816.

IHAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordfhip’s circular

letter of the 2oth May laft (addrefled to His Excellency Sir James Cockburn),
notifying the pleafure of His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent, that a Report
fhould be furnithed to your Lordfhip, ftating. how far the laws paffed for the
abolition of the flave-trade have been obferved and executed within this colony,
and what effets they appear to have produced on the general condition of the
colony, and efpecially on the ftate of its black population.

In reply to which, I beg leave to ftate that no offence againft the laws for the
abolition of the flave-trade has been committed in this colony ; and that thofe
laws have had no effect upon the general condition of this colony or on the
ftate of its black population, no importation of negroes from the coaft of Africa
into thefe iflands having taken place within the laft hundred years at leait; and
the only flaves imported for a great many years paft having been one or two from
the Welt India iflands.

A law of this colony has long exifted and is in full force, impofing a tax of
#£10 upon every man of colour, not a native of thefe iflands, who fhall remain
in them for a term exceeding fix months ; by which your Lordihip will perceive
it is the object of the legiflature to difcourage the increafe of the black popu-
lation.

In obedience to your Lordfhip’s commands I have procured, and have herewith
the honour to tranfmit, an accurate Return of the number of flaves belonging to
the different proprietors in thele iflands, diftinguithing males from females, and
adults from children ; by which it appears that the number has decreafed up-
wards of two hundred fince the laft Cenfus in 1812. The decline is to be at-
tributed to the exceflive ule of fpirituous liquor, which was formerly lefs pre.
valent among the black population than it has been of late years.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) WILL. SMITH,
Commander-in-Chief,

My Lord,

Earl Bathurft, &c. &c. &c.

(Inclofure.)
A RETURN of the Slave Population in the iflands of Bermuda, viz.

Males, | Females. | Adults, ‘| Children. | TOTAL.

St. George’s Parith . - 250. |\ 240 | 288" |i242 490

- Hamilton - - - 204 | 211 190 | 225 2p's
| Smith’s - - - 2 R I Y IS ¢ AR S 1 251
| Devonthire - - - 165 184 | 194 |. 155 349
1 Pembroke TR - 384 [ 403 | 444 | 343 767
{ v Pagets - - - 2330 (283 1Nz ST s 516
Warwick - - - 202 222 |10 114 424
Scuthampton - e 230 L Sar gl isa gl tag 553
Sandys - - - 376 | 422 | 468 | 1330 798
2,175 (2,408 | 2,643 | 1,940 | 4,583

Bermuda, Secretary’s Office,

Nov. 28, 1816. (Signed) JOHN J. DISMONT, D¥ Sec’.
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JAMAICA.

No. 35.

COPY of a letter from His Grace the Duke of Manchefter to the
Earl Bathurft, dated 17th Auguft 1816.

My Lord, Jamaica, 17th Auguft 1816.

JAMAICA. I have had' the honour to receive your Lordfhip’s difpatch, marked circular, of

: the 20th May laft, conveying to me His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent’s
command that I thould, with as little delay as poffible, furnifh your Lordfhip with
a Report ftating how far the laws paffed for the ‘abolition of the flave-trade have
been obferved and executed within this colony, and what effets they appear to
have produced in the general condition of the colony, and efpecially in the ftate
of its black population.

Your Lordthip is pleafed alfo to defire, that I will tranfmit to your Lordthip
an Account fhewing the increafe or decreafe of the number of flaves fince 1807 ;
their prefent numbers; and, as far as the fame can be done, the changes in their
relative proportions, males and females, and adults and children.

In anfwer to that part of your Lordfhip’s difpatch which relates to the laws
pafled for the abolition of the flave-trade, it is impoffible that I can furnith your
Lordfhip with more conclufive evidence upon this fubject than was produced be-
fore a committee' of the late Houfe of Affembly in their laft [effion, when the
admiral, the principal officer of the cuftoms, and the judge of the Court of
Vice-Admiralty ‘were folemnly examined, and their concurrent teftimony proved
that’ nio'violation of the laws pafled for the abolition of ' the flave-trade had
taken place here; and as l'arrived here foon after thefe laws were pafled, and
have travelled much’ in different parts of the ifland, and had the beft poflible
means of knowing' the fentiments of the inhabitants on this head ; if my opinion
can add any weight to the refpectable evidence which has been brought forward,
I feel that I fhould do them an injuftice were I not to exprefs my confident opi-
nion and belief, that not only no'violation of the abolition laws has taken place
here, but that there is no defire on the part of the planters to increafe the
number of their flaves by fuch means; and that whatever difference of opinion
may have prevailed as to the queftion of the abolition of the flave-trade whilft
that meafure was in agitation, I have reafon to believe the good confequences of
it are now generally felt and acknowledged in the improved habits and civiliza-
tion of the black population.

In regard to the effe¢ts which may be fuppofed to have been produced in the
general condition of the colony, and efpecially in the ftate of its black popula-
tion, my knowledge of the ifland of Jamaica is limited to the period when the
abolition of the {lave-trade took place. I am. therefore unable, from my own
perfonal obfervation, to make any comparifon between the prelent ftate of the
black population with what 'is antecedent to that time.

I have very little expeétation of being able to furnifh your Lordfhip with an
account approaching to accuracy of the real increafe or decreafe of the numbers
of flaves fince 1807, their prefent numbers, and the changes in the relative pro-
portion of males and females, adults and children. Although the tax on flaves
ufually forms here the principal fource of revenue, the difpofition to evade this
il tax, and the great number of perfons who are poffefled of only a few negroes
iR and who have been until lately entirely overlooked, particularly in the city o
e Kingfton, afford no means of eftimating the real number of flaves with any de-
"H!;- gree of certainty. And as to the changes in the relative proportion of males i

it and




¢ o 3

and females, adults and children, T have no hope of fatisfying your Lordfhip's
inquiries on this head.

Although I am aware that what I have {tated to your Lordfhip by no means
embraces all the points conneted with your Lordfhip’s inquiries, ftill I have
thought proper to fulfil your inftruétions as far as I was enabled to do fo, without
waiting for fuch further information as I fhall endeavour hereafter to obtain.

I have, &c.
To the Earl Bathurft, (Signed) MANCHESTER.
&c. &c. &c.
HONDURAS.
No. 36.

COPY of a difpatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur to_ the Earl
Bathurft, dated Honduras, 7th November 1816.

My Lord, Honduras, 7th Nov. 1816.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordfhip’s difpatch

of the 2oth May laft, acquainting me it was the pleafure of His Royal High-
nefs the Prince Regent that I fhould, with as little delay as poffible, furnith your
Lordfhip with a Report {tating how far the laws paffed for the abolition of the
flave-trade have been obferved and executed within the [ettlement under my go-
vernment, and what effeéts they appear to have produced in the  general condition
of the fettlement, and efpecially in the ftate of its black population; and de-
firing that I will tranfmit to your Lordfhip an Account thewing the increafe or
decreafe of the flaves fince 1807 ; their prefent numbers; and, as far as the
fame can be done, the changes in their relative proportions of males and females
and of adults and children.

In obedience to thefe commands I have the honour to report to your Lordfhip,
that from the year 1807 up to the year 1814 the abolition laws were not ftriétly
enforced in this fettlement. :

The magiftrates, who are merchants and wood cutters, claimed fome con-

troul over this trade, and even after the fuperintendant had forcibly deprived

them of any influence therein, the milunderftanding which it occafioned led to
fome abufe of the abolition laws.

Moreover, the powers of the fuperintendant never having been defined, when he
had taken on himfelf all authority upon this head, he exercifed it with great
caution, and to this circumftance I afcribe the illegal traffic which was carried on
by certain Jews in Jamaica with this fertlement in f{laves, and whieh was continued
up to the period of my arrival in this country.

The meafures which I adopted in feizing the flaves clandeftinely introduced, in
the month of September 1814, immediately after my appointment as fuperinten-
dant, have put an entire ftop to that difgraceful commerce; and I believe I may,
with the greateft confidence affert, that not one fingle {lave has been brought into
this fettlement for fale fince that period.

It is neceffary, however, that I fhould obferve that the orders contained in your
Lordfhip’s difpatch of the gth July laft, directing, in compliance with the [uggeftion
of the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Treafury, that I fhould forbear to make
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any other feizures until the general queftion as to the trade of Honduras is fettled,
will, of neceflity, debar me from enforcing your Lordfhip’s prior commands re-
garding the abolition act and non-introduction of flaves for fale, becaufe I have no
means whatever of proceeding againft the parties offending but by feizure, there
being no court in this fettlement before which they could be brought.

With regard to the ftate of the black population I have the moft heartfelt fatis-
faction in afluring your Lordfhip that it is {carely poffible it can be meliorated, fo
great is the kindnefs, the liberality, the indulgent care of the wood cutters towards
their negroes that flavery would fcarcely be known to exift in this country was it
not for a few unprincipled adventurers in the town of Belige, who exercile authority
over their one or two flaves in a manner very different from the great body of the
community.

The fteps which I have taken with one of thofe charaters (as reported in my
difpatch to your Lordfhip of the 21ft ultimo) will, I have no doubt, be attended
with the beft effect, and [ turn with plealure from this unpleafant exception to the
general features of the pi¢ture which are fo truly excellent.

Amidft all our difficulties in other refpeéts it is quite impoffible, my Lord, that
any thing can furpais the treatment of the {laves, men, women, and children, in
this country.

The fyltem adopted in moft other parts of the Weft Indies of allotting to each
flave a patch of ground on which he is to raife food for himfelf and family is here
quite unknown.

All the flaves are moft abundantly fed by their proprictors, on the beft falted
provifions—pork, generally at the rate of five pounds per week to each man, with
yams, plantains, rice, flour, falt, and tobacco.

Every flave has a mofchetta, pavilion, blanket, and fheet found him; alfo two
fuits of Ofnaburgh annually. The men and lads work on account of their owners
five days in the week, for the Saturday’s labour they are entitled by ufage, which
has become a law, to half a dollar, and the Sunday is entirely their own.

The women are only employed in domeftic purpofes, and if they have young chil-
dren no work whatever is required from them by their mafters. In fa&, my Lord,
I muft confefs that I have in no parts of the world feen the labouring clafs of
people poflefling any thing like the comforts and advantages of the flave population
of Honduras.

I regret it is not poffible for me to tranfmit to your Lordfhip any account,
fhowing the encreafe or decreafe of the flaves fince 1807, as the magiftrates of
this conntry have never taken any cenfus of the population; but with the advan-
tages I have enumerated, your Lordfhip will eafily conceive that encreafe has been
v;r)lrr géeat, as indeed from a moft minute inveftigation I have afcertained to be
the fact.

I {hall, under the authority of your Lordfhip’s commands, now call for a cenfus
of the population of all claffes. It will however, I fear, from the circumitance
of the flaves being employed in the interior, be fome time before it can be cor-
re€tly made up ; but I fhall not fail to tranfmit it to your Lordfhip with as little
delay as poflible.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,
&c. &c. &c.

y (Signed) GEORGE ARTHUR
T'he Earl Bathurft, L' Col', Superint' and Comd",
&c. &c. &c.




¢ 99 )

BAHAMAS.

No. 37.

COPY of a difpatch from Governor Cameron to the Earl Bathurft,
dated New Providence, 16th September 1816.—One Inclofure.

My Lord, Naffau, New Providence, 16th Sept. 1816.

I HAVE received the honour of your Lordfhip’s letter (circular), dated 2oth
May, and I have the honour to inclofe a copy of a letter from the Attorney
General, to whom I applied for the information your Lordfhip wifhes for.

In fhall lofe no time in taking every {tep in my power to procure further infor-
mation upon the fubje&.

I have, &c.
To the Earl Bathurit, (Signed) CHAS. CAMERON.
&c. &c. &c.
(Copy-) (Inclofure.)
Sir, Naffau, 11th Sept. 1816.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 6th inftant,
upon the fubje& of Lord Bathurft’s letter to your Excellency of the 20th May
laft.

I have every reafon to believe and to know that the laws for the abolition of the
flave trade have been faithfully executed here. Thofe laws do not {feem to have
had any material effect on our black population, or otherwife upon the condition
of the colony in general.

The negroes increafe fo faft in thefe iflands, and agriculture has for fome years
paft been at fo low an ebb here, that no recruits have been wanted from abroad,
and heavy duties have in fa&t been impofed on their importation from other
colonies.

The laft paragraph of his Lordfhip’s letter may perhaps be a proper fubjeét for
a meflage from your Excellency to the Houfe of Affembly in the next feffion, for
without a new cenfus of the population of the different iflands, which will be a
work both of expence and of time, I do not apprehend it will be peffible for
your Excellency to furnifh Lord Bathurit with the defired information.

I have, &c.

To Governor Cameron, (Signed) Wwum. WYLLY,
&c. &c. &c.
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