
COLONIES. 

RETURN to an Address from The Honourable House of Commons, to · 

His Majesty, dated the 15th ·February 1°821 ;-for, 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE COLONIES IN THE POSSESSION OF THE 

_ U~ITED KINGDOM, 

In 1792, and of tho·se in 1820; distinguishing ·each. 

1792: 

Lower Canada. 
Upper Canada. 
Nova Scotia. 
New Brunswick. 
Cape Breton. 
Prince Edward Island. 
Newfoundland. 
Bermudas. 
Jamaica. 
Barbadoes. 
St. Vincent. ' 
Grenada. 
Antigua. 
St. Christopher. 
Tortola. 
Montserrat. 
Nevis. 
Bahamas. 
Dominica. 

:t, Ho,nduras. 
· Gibraltar. 

N'liw South Wales. 

>i« Since united to Nova Scotia 

· 1820: 

Lower Canada. 
Upper_ Canada. 
Nova Scotia. 
New Brunswick. 

* C~pe Breton .. 
Prince Edward Island. 
Newfoundland. 
Bermudas. 
Jamaica. 
Barbadoes. 
St. Vincent. 
Grenada. 
Antigua. 
St. Christopher. 
Tortola. 
Montserrat. 
Nevis. 
Bahamas. 
Dominica. 

t Honduras. 
Gibraltar. 
New South Wales. 
Trinidad. 
Tobago. 
St. Lucia. 
Demerara. 

Essequ1bo, since united to Demerara. 
Berbice. 
M~lta. 
Ceylon. 
Mauritius. 
Cape of Good Hope. 
Sierra Leone. 
Van Diema~'s Land. 

t Honduras is a te:rritorial possession of Sp~in, but is occupied by British Settlers under 
the Treaty of 1783, and Conventi_on of 1786. ,-· . r . '-

\. ,,_ 

Colonial Department, Jl. 
21 February 1821. HENRY GOULBURN. 
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BAHAMAS. 
No. 1.-23d December 17'95:-An Act to prohibit the felling, purdiafing, hiring or employingi• 

of certain Foreign Slaves, except as is thereip excepted ; for auth<?rizing the P.rovoft Madhal t~ fell, 
confine~ and tranfport the fame; and for other p.urpofes therein m<:n~dned. . ·P· 5 

No .. z.-1796.-An Act to confolidate a!ld bring into one Act the fevernl Ja~s relating fo -'Slaves, 
· and for givirig them furtqer protection and fecurity; for altering the mode oft 1al of ~laves chargf>d 
witb capital offence,; for fufpending the feveral A8s and claufes of AB:s ther n ment10ned, apd for 
bther purpofes. • - · - - .. - - - - p .. .-8 

· _No. 3:-r4th January 1805.-An Aa for fixing the- mode of t~ying _@u~ftion~ _ _rel:itiv1; to.the 
~dom of Neg;-oe-s and other pel"fons of Col~ur, and for fufpendmg c,ertaui Aas ther~m men.; 
tioned. · · . - - - - · · · p•. 2_0 

N~. 4.-:--29th February 1808.-An Act to continue an ~a paffed in the f~rty.fifth year of Hi~ 
Majefty•s reign, intituled, '' An Acl: for trying ueftions relative to the Freedom of Negroes a~d 

, oth~ perfons 0£ Colour, and for fuf pending certain AB:s therein mentioned/' p: 2 I 

No. 5.---31ft December 1808.-An AB: to prevent perfons on Turks· Iflands from retailin.g 
,fpirit~ous li9uors-, wit~out being licenfed, from tra~c.king with Slaves; and _ for other purpofes 
therein ment10ned., and to fufpend fo much of an AB:_, mt1tuled, ~ An A&to amend an AB: made.an"d 
pa!ted in the forty-fifth year of His Majefty's reign, intituled, '' An AB: to preyent Perfons on the 
Out-Iflands. retailing fpirituous liquors without being licenfed, from trafficking with Slayes; and for 
other pur'poies therein mentioned/' as extends to Turks lflanas aforefaid.' ... p. 22 

No. 6.-31ft December 1808.-Art AB: for regulating the hire of Slaves, carts, waggons and 
drays, and for other purpofes therein mentioned. - .:. - - p. 2 3 

. No.7.-31ft Dec~mber 1808.-An Act to continue in force an Act to prohibit the ·purchafing, 
felling, hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves; exeept as therein e:xtepted, and for other pur- ' 
pofes therein mentioned, .. - • - p. 24 

N,o. 8.~3d November t 809.-An Acl: to further continue An A~, intituled, "An AB: to bring 
into one Act 'the fevei-al Laws relating .to Slaves, and for giving them further protection and fecurity; 
for altering the m~de of t_rial of ~laves charged with capital ff~nces, for fuf pending the feveral Ads 
and elaufes of Acts therem mentioned, an~ for oth~r purpofes.'' p. 2 s 

BAR.BADOES. 

No. 9.-14th March I 809.-An At\: to remove doubts concerning the trial of Slaves manumitted 
after the com111i_ffion of felonies uf which they may H:and ac.cufed. - • p. 2 S' 

:IDOM.INICA. 
No. 10.-16th June 18.10.---An Acl to regulate the manumitting -of Slaves in this Ifland; ··to 

impofe a ta~ upon manumiffions, and to impofe a tax upon all free and manumitted perfons coming to 
this Illand. ~- 26 

· No. ·11.-19th February 1811.-An Act fot afcertaining the number of White perfons, Free 
perfons o_f Colour, .aatl Slav~s in this Ifland. - .. . p. 27' 

JAMAICA, 

No. 12.-29th October 1807.-An.Atl: to authorize and empower the Comma:nder' in Chie"r for 
the time being to caufe parties to be raifed and fitted out :tor fuppreffing any rebellion, and for going 
fo purf-t,Iit of and reducing rnnaway Slaves. p. 3 r 

No .. I 3 .-28th November I 8oz ,.:.._~n Act for providi~g a maintenance fo; people of Free condition 
confined for debt, and Slaves confined m tht cpunty gaols of this Ifland. - p • . 38 

No. 14.-28th November 1807.-A!l- Act to repeal fe'leral AC½s therein mentioned refpe8ing 
Slaves, to declare Slaves alfets for payment of debts and legacies, and in what manner they fuall 
defoend and he held as property, and he fo/d and .conveyed in certain cafes. - · - p. 39 

No. 15--14th D~cember 1809.-An Aa foi· the proteB:ion, fubfifting, clo~hfog) and for the 
bc~er order, regulation and government of Slaves, and for other purp_ofes. . . - . p. 4z 

' No., 16.-4th December 1813.-An Act to enable perfons of Colour and Negroes of Free con-
dition, to fave deficiencies for their own Slaves, and for the Slaves of each other. - p. 62 

. No. 17.-4th PecemQer 18 13 •:-4n Act to repeal feve-ral:A cts anq· the da~fe of an Aa of this . 
rnand, ref pecljng perfQns of Fr-ee condition, and fo:r granting to 'fu\:h•perfons certain privileges. p. 63 

No. 18.-4th Dece~ber 1813.- An Aa: to enable the juftices and vefl:ry of the feveral pal'ifhes 
~f this H1and to -fit 0ut parties of confidential Slaves. - .. .. p. 64 

No. 19.-23d November 1814.-An Aa for rendering more effectual two certain Acts of this 
Ifland refpccting Foreign Slaves and Foreigners of a certain defcription,_ one paffed in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine7 and the other paired in the year OHe thoufand eight hundred 
and one. • .. P•. 66· 

Az 

! 
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SAINT CHRISTOPHER. 
· No. 20.-4th May 1790.-An Act to reftrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves,. and 

to prevent the difhoneft trafficlf carried on by fuch as deal with them. • - · P· 70 
No. 21.-16th June 1808.-An Act to explain and render more effe8.ual an Acl:, _intituled, 'An 

Act to reftrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves, and to prevent the difuoneft traffick 
carried on by fuch as deal with them/ . • .. .i.;• ' P· 7+ 

'SAINT VINCENT. 
No. z 2.-9th Ja.~uary J 805 .-An :A.et to appoint Coµimiffioners . for_ the purpofe ~f ?.bt~,inini 

art exaa account of the number of the coloured Free people, and number of Negroes w1tpm this . 
Government and its dependencies. P· 75. 

No. 23.-4th September 1811.-An Act to revive an A8., intituled,' An Act to appoint com
trtiffioners for the purpofe of obtainieg art exa8. account of the numbers of Negroes in this Gover}!-
ment and its dependencies.' P· 77 

No. 24.-19th June 1813.-An Ac\: to explain and amend att Ac¼:, intituled, 'An A8. for maki~g 
Slaves real eftate, and the better government of Slave& and Free Negroes.' - P· ·78 

-No. 25.-2oth March 18r5.-Arl Act to repeai the fourth claufe of an _i\ct, intituled~ 'An A& 
to explain and amend aii Act, intituled, "An Act for making Slaves real eftate, and the better 
gONernment of Slaves and Free Negroes.,'' and to amend and re-enact the fame.' . - p. 80 

TOBAGO. 
No. 26.-6th November I 807 .-An Act to prevent mote effeaually Slaves· abfenting themfelve

1

s 
from the Service of their mailers, owners or renters.. ..; - - - p. 8 I 

' No. 27.---291:h April 18'14-. .-An AB: to amend aft A8., intituled, 'An Act to prevent the dari-
deftine departure of perfons from the iiland.' - - p. 8z 

No. 28.-14th October 1814.~An Act to compel perfons manumitting Slaves in this I!lanµ, to 
provide for their fupport, ~nd to rcftrict Manumiffio'ns of Slaves be.longing' to other Hlands. p. 83 

COPIES AND EXTRACts oF coB:ilESPONDENCE-. 

SAINT CHRISTOPHERS.· 
_No. 29.-Copy qf Letter from Governor Probyn to Earl Bathurft, ~lateci St. Chriftophers 25th 

November i-816.-One Inclofure.- - . - - - p. 8j 

SAINT LUCIA. 
No. 30.-Extracl: of a Letter from Major Genetal Douglas to Earl Bathurft, dated St. Lucia 

16th O6:ober 1816.-One Inclofure. - .. - p. 87 

SAINT VINCENT;, 
No·. 31.-Copy oh Letter from Mr. Prefident Paul, dated St. Virfcents, 30th July 18'16, to Ear1 

Bathurff. - - - - • - - · p. 8 8 

TOBAGO. 1
- • 

No. 32 . ....;...Extra& of a Letter from John Campbell Efquire, Prefident and Commander in Chief 0£ 
the Hland of Tobag? to Earl Bathurft, dated Tobago the 28th Oclober 1816.-One Inclofure. p. 89 

1'RINIDAD .. 
~?· 33·--;--Copy of a Letter from Governor Sir Ralph Woodford Baronet to Earl Bathurft., dated 

, Trm1dad tlie z3d November 1816; to Earl llathutft.--Four Inclofures. • • p. 90 

. BERMUDAS • 
. No. 34.-Copy of a.Letter from Mr. Prefident Smith, to Earl Bathurft dated l3ermudas 29th 
November 18'16.-One Inclofure. - _ P· 9S 

JAMAICA. 
No. 35.-Copy of a Lettet from His Gr~ce the Duki? ef Manchefter to Earl Bathurft, dated 

Jamaica, 17th Auguft 1816. • p. 96 

HONDURAS. 
No. 36.-Copy of a Dif patch from Lieutenant Colonel Arthur to- Earl Bathurft, dated Honduras 

7th November 1816. - • • _ • • • • P· 97 
BAHAMAS. 

No. 3 7 .-Copy of a Dif patch from Governor· Cameron to Earl Bathurft dated New Providence 
the 16th September 1816.-0ne Inclofure. "' ' ' • • ~ °P• 99 

. r . 
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COLONIAL . LAWS 

RESPECTING 

SLAVES. 

BAHAMA ISLANDS. 

··· No. 1. 
AN ACT to prohibit the felling, _purchafing, hiring· or employing of cer

tain Foreign Slaves, except as is therein excepted; for authorizfog the 
Provofi: Marfhal to fell, confine and · tranfport the fame ; and for other 
purpofes therein mentioned. [23d December 1795.J • · •, ~ ·' 

W HEREAS it is neceifary, for the fafety and tranquillity of thefe Hlands, that BAHAMAS .. 
all communication between the fhives thereof, and certain fiaves and people -----

of colour who have been lately, or may be hereafter brought to or fhall arrive or Preamble. 
be found in thef e Ifian9s, fhould as much as poffible be prevented_:· May it pleafe 
Your Majefiy that ir may be enacted; and be it ena6:ed by his Excellency the right 
honourableJohn _earl of Dunmore, YourMajefty's Lieutenant and Governor General, 
the Council and Affembly of Your Majefty's Bahama lfiands, and it is hereby 

• enacl:ed and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after the expiration F rinc~ j'degroes i°ot 
of fix months next after the publication of this AEl:, it £hall not be .lawful for any !t :c~ ' emp oy• 
perfon or perfons whatever to felJ, purchafe, ·hire or employ any flave or flaves, 
which to his, her or their knowledge did, or now do, belong to any fubjell: of the 
Fre:µch government, or to any perfon or perfons refiding within any of the territories 
colonies or dominions thereof, and which flave or :!laves has or have been imported 
or brought into thefe lflands fince the twelfth day of February one thoufand feven, · 
hundred and ninety-three, or which £hall or may be hereafter brought~ or £hall 
arrive or be found within thefe Ifiands, from the lfland of Saint Domingo, or any 
Fre1wh colonywbatfoever; and that anyperfonor perfonsfelling,purchafing, hiring or 
employing any fuch flav~ or fiaves,contrary to the true 'intent and meaningof this Ac\:, 
fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred and fifty pounds for each flave fo fold, purchafed, 
hired or employed, to be recovered as is hereinafter directed .: Provided neverthelefs, Provifo. 
that nothing herein contained fuall extend to prevent the felling, purchafing, hiring 
or employing, in the lflands .,.of New Providence, Harb~ur lfland, and Eleuthera, 
their dependenc~es, and Watling's Ifland, any French ._ negroes or f}aves already 

i~ported or brought into thefe lflands • 

. ·2·d. ·And be it further enaB:ed by 'the aut:hority aforefaid, That from a_nd after :French negroes noi 
the expiration of fix monthS Ilext after the 'publication of tbiS AEl:, it !hall not be to b~ employed_ in 
lawful for any perfon or perfons to hire or employ any fuch negro or other French !;~g~llg or coafttng 

flave or flayes as hath or have been brought into thefe IPands fince the twelfth day e, • 

of February one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-three~ or' fuc_h as may hereafter 
be brought into the fame on board of any droging, wreeking;or other veifei belonging ·· 
to any inhabitant or inhabitants of thefe Hlands, and employed in the trade of the 
fame, under· the penalty cf one ·hundred and fifty pounds for every fuch negro or 
other F'rench i1ave fo hired or employed:: Provided always, that nothing in thi_s_Aa Provifo,. 
. . . ( 18.) B contamed 
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BAHAMAS. contained £hall be confl:rued or underfl:ood to prevent the employing of any of the fard 
------ negroes, now aB:ually belonging to any inhabitant of the Ifland of New Providence,: 

French negroes 
found at large to 
be apprehended 
and fent to gaol ; 

Harbour Hland and Eleuthera, in any veffel or vef.fels reforting to the coaft of 
Florida, for the purpofe of turtling, fifhing, or wreeking. 

3d. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any fuch 
French negro or other flave {hall be found at large in ~ny of thefe Iflands, except 
(as is hereinbefore excepted) in the Hlands of New Providence, Harbour Ifiand and 
Eleuthera, their dependencies, and Watling's Hland, all and every of His Majefty's 
fubjeEts are hereby required and empowered to appr~he~1d fuch French negr~ or other 
{lave, and to carry him, her, or them before any JUfbce of the peace~ he 1s hereby 
required and empowered to a{fociate with any two other jufl:ices, who together iliall 
take the examination of fuch negro or other French flave, and commit him or her 
to the common gaol in the town of N affau, and £hall tranfmit a copy of fuch 
examination, and alfo a copy of his or her warrant of commitment, to the provoft 

and to h fold for marfhal, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds ; and the provoft madhal 
tranfport.tiou. is hereby empowered and required to receive into his cuftody and charge all and 

every fuch French negro or other flave, and to fell him or her for tranf portation, 
as foon after as opportunity fhall offer, and to advertize the fale and tranf portation 
of fuch negro or other Have, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds for 
every neglect; and the monies arifing from any fuch fale, after deducting the ufual 
commiffions and charges, £hall be paid into the public treafury ; provided neverthelefs, 
that i(any .owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves, fuall appear and make good his, 
her, or their claim to fuch flave or flaves, within fix months next after fuch fale, then 
in fuch. cafe, the monies arifing therefrorn fhall be paid over to fuch owner or 
owners, after deduB:ing therefrom a further commiilion of fix pounds per centum. 

4th. And whereas divers French fubjeB:s, planters and other free inhabitants of 
Saint Domingo, and having property there, are forced, by the tyranny and oppr.ef .. 
fi0n of the perfons having the government of that colony in their hands, or for other 
reafons, are obliged to quit the faid colony, and to take their departure on board 
neutral veffels, are frequently brought into the port of N a!fau by iliips of war and 
erivate armed veffels having commiffions or letters of marque: And whereas the 
flaves of fuch perfons, being French property, are liable to condemnation in the 
court of vice admiralty of thefe lflands; be it therefore enacl:ed by the authority 

Tme prizt maf\:er aforefaid, That on the arrival of any fhip or veffel, which may hereafter be captured 
of any vdfel havi~ ·by any {hip of war or other commiffioned veifel, and brought into the port of Naffau 
French £laves to £ d' d' · d b d f h' h h fu 11 b F h fl fl report the fame to ohr a ~u 1cat1fton, an hon oa~ oh w_ 1c ht ere a de anyd_ re~c ave or aves, 
the receiver t e prize ma er, or ot er penon avmg t e comman or irecbon of foch fhip 01 

general; veifel £hall, and he is hereby required and directed to make a written report, on 
oath, to_ the receiver-general and treafurer of fuch flave or flaves, with foch particuhirs 
:refpecl:ing the fame as may have come to his knowledge ; and the faid receiver
general and treafurer is hereby required to deliver, or caufe to be delivered, as 

which flaves !haft 
be fen t to gaol, 
until fold for 
tranf portation. f peedil y as may be, to the provoft marfhal, an exacl: copy of fuch report, and t})e · 

provofi: madhal iliall forthwith make a demand of fuch flave or flaves, in order that 
they may be, without lofs of time, delivered to him or his deputy ; and on fuch 
delivery he is direcled and required to commit the faid flave or flaves to the com
mon gaol, there to remain, at the expence of the captors, until difpofed of according 
to the true intent and meaning of this act. 

Penalty
1 

~-r refufi □g 5th. And be it further enatted, That in cafe any prize-mafl:er, or other perfon 
or neg eumCT to re- h · fh 11 1 .n. d I k h · · port Frencfi!laves. w om It may concern, a neg eu or e ay to ma e t e report reqmred of htm 

French flaves con
demned to be fold 
for tranfportation. 

within twelve hours after his arrival in the port of Naff au, or {hall neglect or refufe 
to deliver any flave or flaves demanded as aforefaid to the faid provoft marfhal or 
his deputy, he fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds for foch neglecl:,. 
refufal, or delay. 

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe of con
demnation in the court 9f vice-admiz:alty of any fuch flave odlaves as lawful prize, 
the fame fha!l be fold for tranfportation only f~r the benefit of the captors; and in 
cafe of acquittal of fuch flave or Haves, the claimant or claimants of the fame fhall 
tranfport fuch ilave or fiaves from thefe Hlands within the f pace of one month from 

fuch 
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f uch fentence of acquittal : Provided neverthelefs, that in cafe either of condem'nation BAHAMA~. 
or acquittal in the faid court of vice-admiralty it fhall and may be lawful for the -----
provoft marfhal to detain and fecure . ip gaol all fuch fiaves fo condemned or . Provifo. 
acquitted, until they £hall be tranf ported as is hereinbefore directed. 

7th~ And be it JtJ.rther enacted by the a-urhmity aforefaid, T1ha-t fa cafe the pro .. Slaves acquitted to 
prietor or pr-oprietors £hall not tranfport his, her, or their faid £lave or 1laves, within be tranfported in 
the ·term · of three months from their acqilllittal as aforefaitl, that then it ihall and may three months. 

be I-awful for the provofi: ma1·fhal or his deputy, to {~11 afld tranfport him, her, or 
them, in manner as is herein before directed; and each . and ·every proprietor of 
any flave or flav~s who !hall wilfully delay or n~glecl: to tranf port the f4me, as her.ein 
dfreaedl and required, {hall forfoit aqd pay the fum· ?f one hundred arid fifty Penalty. 
pounds for every fla-ve not tranf ported in conformity to this aB: ;. and the monies 
arifing from the fale of any fuch· flave or ilaves fha-11, after deduaing a commiffiqa 
of five pounds per centnrn and all expences, be paid by the faid madhal im0 rhe 
public treafury. 

8th. And be it forth.er emN~ted by the authori~ty ~forefaid, That any per-fon Perfons having 
poifdfod cf French flaves wh0 ha-ve been brougnt 11\\tO thefe Hla,nds fince the French flaves to 
twelfth day of February on.e tho.ufand feven hundred ai:id ninety three, lhall, within report t~e fame to 

three months next after the pl!lblica,tion of this A a, and for which notice for tlodit the rerver 
purpofe lhall be given in the Ba;hama Gazette, deli~er in a,a account, on oath, of genera • , 

the munber alild quantity of all fuch flaves to the rece,iver general, under the penalty 
of one hundred and fiftr pounds for every f U£h fiave fo unaccounted for. 

· 9th. And be it further enat1:e.d bf the authority aforefaid, That it fhali and may French pelfons of 
be lawful for any ju.fi:ice of the Peace, confl:able or other peace officer, at any time colour to be ~rreft
after the expiration of two months from an<l after the publication 6)f this acr, to ta'k<2 ed and committed 

d 1l.. d · h 1 f l h to gaol until they up an arre1L, an to commit t0 t e common gao , any ree negro, mu atto, or ot er tranf 't th . _ 
perfon of col.our, being French, brought into thefe iilands fince the faid twelfth day felve;.°r cm 
of February one thoufand feven hundred and ninety three, or which fuail hereafter 
be brought into thefe iflands, and who fuaH be found a£ large in the ifland of New 
Providence, or any other ifland within this government ; and the provofil: mar.lhal 
or keeper of the gaol is hereby direB:ed and required to receive futh free negro, 
mulatto or other .perfon of colour, and him or her to detain and keep in the common 
gaol aforefaid, until he or fhe {hall caufe himfelf or herfelf to be tranfported 
at his or her own expence. 

1 oth. And be it fu rther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all fines, for- Fines, &c. in whof~ 
feitures _and penalties under this acr, fhall be fued for in the name of the King, or name.' 

of the receiver gene ·al and treafurer, in the general court oJ thefe rnands ; and on 
j udgment ag.ainft the defendant, full cofis of fuit £hall be allow·ed and paid ; and 
that the monies fo recovered !hall be applied, as may be direB:ed by any act to be 
paffed in this prefent feffion, or in any future feffion of the general affembly) and 
not otherwif e. , 

11 th. And be it further enacted by the ,authority aforefaid, That if any action or Perfons fued to 
fuit fhall be brought or co~menced againfi any perfon o,r perfons, for any matter or :plead the general 

thing done or to be done in purfuance of this aB:, the defendaat or defendants may iffue. 
plead the general iif ue, and give this aB: and the fpecial matter in evidence; and in 
cafe of nonfuit or difcontinuance, or upon verdict or demurrer, judgment fhal1 be 
given againft the plaint~ff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants fhall and may 
recover treble cofl:s of fuit. · 

. 1 2th. And be it further enaB:ed by the auth ority aforefaid, That this acl: !ha.JI Continuance cf this 
concin~1e and be in fo rce from and after the publication thereof, for and d\lr-ing . the A~ • . 
term of three year~, and from thence to the end of the next feffion of the aifembly., 
and no longer. 

:::::scDJSL. 
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No. 2. 

AN ACT to confolidate and bring into one A~; the feveral.Iaws relating. ~o 
Slaves, and ,for giving them further ~rote6:1?n and fecurity ; for alter!ng 
the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences; for fufpendmg 
the fever,rl Acts and claufes of Acts th~rein mentioned, and for other 

purpofes. [ 1796.J 

WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws which have been enatl:ed for the govern
--~--=---~- ment of flaves fhould be confolidated and brought into one aa ; that fome further 

provifions fhould be made for their protection; and that the mode of try_ing flav~s, 
charged with capital. offences, fhould be altered and _regulated as nearly _as local 

BAHAMAS. 

Preamble. 

Laws fufpende<l . 

,A.110\vance 9f pm• 
"V'1ilon to flavc:s. 

Provilion for 
difahled or infirm 
.flaves, to be made 
by their owners. 

Penalty on owners' 
of infirm or aged 
flaves fufferin_g 
them to wander 
about in Wc}.nt. 

circu~mftances will admit, according to the rules of the common law : May It there
fore pleafe Your Majefty that it may be enacted ; and be it enacl:ed by his Honor, 
Iohn Forbes efquire, Your Maj.efifs Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in chief, 
the Council andAifemblyofYour Majefty's Bahama Hlands; and it is hereby enacl:ed 
and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after the paffing of this 
aa, all and every the herein-after mentioned laws, and claufes and parts of laws, fo 
far forth as the fame do relate to negroes or other flaves, be and the fame are hereby 
fufpended for and during · the continuance of this aa, any thing in the faid -laws and 
claufes oflaws, or in any other law, to the contrary notwithfi:anding; that is to fay, 
an act paifed in the feventh year of Your Majefiy's reign, intituled An Acl: for 
governing negroes, mulattos, and indians ; alfo one other Act, paffed in the eighth 
year of Your Majefty's reign, intituled An Act for fuf pending a clauf e in an aa: 
intituled An Act for governing of negroes, mulattos, and indians, and for amending 
the faid All:; alfo one other all, paifed in the twentieth year of Your Majell:y's reign, 
intituled An Ac\: for fuf pending parts of certain claufes, and amending other claufes. 
in an acl:, intituled An act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians; alfo one 
other aa, paffed in the year lafi: aforefaid, intituled An aa for governing negroes, 
tnulattos, mufti€5, and indians, and for fufpending feveral aas therein mentioned; 
alfo one other acl:, paffed in the fame· year laft aforefaid intituled An Act to amend 
a daufe in an act paffed in the feventh year of His prefent Majefty's reign, intituled 
An Ad for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians. 

2nd. And whereas it is due to good policy, as well as to humanity and jufiice, 
that the condition of flaves !hould be rendered as comfortable as poilible, by fupply
ing them wit~ good, w?o!efome, _and fufficient provifions, with proper clothing and 
other neceifanes ; and 1t 1s expedient that the fame {hould be regulated by law ; be 
it enacted, That the mafter .. owner, or poffeifor of every plantation, pen, or other 
lands whatfoever, within thefe Hlands,. fhall provide and give to every flave above 
the age of ten years, at and after the rate· of one peck of unground indian or guinea 
corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or feven quarts of rice, fifty-fix pounds of 
potatoes, cocoes, or yarns, per week; over and above a fufficient quantity of land, 
as- and for the proper ground of every fuch flave ; and one-half of the aforefaid 
allowance to each child below the aforefaid age of ten years. 

3-d. And be it further enatl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That no mafter, owner 
or poffeffor of any flave, wheth_er in his or her own right, or as attorney, guardjan: 
truftee, executo:9, or otherwif~, £hall difcard or turn away any fuch flave, by reafon 
of fuch flave bemg rendered mcapable of labour by ficknef s, ag€, or infirmity; but 
every ~a~er, owi:er, or poffeffor !hall be and he is hereby obliged to keep every 
fuch fick, mfirm, d1fabled, or fuperannuated ilave on his eilate or premifes, and to 
find and provide fuch fiave with wholefome neceffaries of life, and not to fuffer any 
fuch fiave to be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burthenfome to 
others, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence ; to be recovered in a 
fum~ary manner beforn any two juftices of peace, who ·are hereby authorized and 
reqmred ~o caufe any mafter, owner, or poffeifor offending in the premifes, or h1s 
her or thea· agent or attorney, and fuch other ptnfon as they !hall judge neceffary, 
to be fummoned before them, to. enable them to judge of the juftice of any foch 

charge, 
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charge, and to determine whether fuch mafter, owner, or poffeffor ought to incu~ BAHAMAS. 
the aforefaid penalty; and in the meantime and until fuch trial can be had, the faid 
jufrices of the peace, on their view, or on the information of any white perfon on 
oath, are hereby required to take up any fuch wandering fick, aged, or infirm flave, 
and to lodge him or her in the neareft workhoufe or other place of_fecurity, there to 
be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the expence of foch mafter, owner, 
or poff eif or, until fuch trial as aforefaid can be had ; and if it £hall appear to the 
faid jnftices upon fuch trial that the party or parties complained of is or are guilty_ 
of the offence alleged, and he, fhe or they fhall refufe to pay the faid penalty, toge-
ther with the workhoufe fees and charges of convitl:ion, the faid jufl:ices are hereby 
authorized and required to commit fuch offender or offenders to the next _common 
gaol, there to remain until he, fhe or they fhall pay the fame. 

4th. And whereas by reafon of deaths or removals of proprietors of flaves, of tneir Veftries authorized 
being manumitted without any fu_itable provifion being made for their maintenance, to fuppo~t infirm 
and from other caufes, fome unhappy objecl::s, rendered unable to labour by difeafe, negroes, who have 

old age, or other means, have become burt~enfome to the inhabitants ; for remedy ~fte~:=~s of fob. 
whereof, be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That it fuall and may be: 
lawful for the vefl:ries of the feveral parifhes and Hlands, once in every year, to lay 
a tax upon the inhabitants, in the fame manner as the parochial taxes are yfually 
laid, for the purpofe of raifing fuch fum as they lhall judge neceffary for the main·-
tenance, clothing, medical care, and_ attendance of all fuch negro, mulatto, or 
other flaves, or other unhappy objecl::s ; and any two juftices of the peace are 
hereby authorized and required, upon application being made to them, to order 
all fuch objeas as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to •the workhoufe of 
the parifh where (if a flave) the former owner or owners, proprietor or proprietors, 
lived or refided, or ( if a perfon of colour made free) where the perfon or perfons 
who manumitted or fet free fuch perfon of colour refided before his or her manu-
miffion, there to be lodged and taken care of; and the juftices of the peace and 
veftries of the f everal Hlands and pariilies are hereby authorized and required 
from rime to time to make fuch humane regulations for the purpofes aforefaid 
as to them lhall f eem neceff ary and expedient. · 

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every mafier or Clothing of a flave. 
owner {hall provide and give to every flave, in his or her poffeffion, two fuits of · 
proper and fufficient clothing in the courfe of every year, under the penalty of fifty 
pounds for each offence. 

6th. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That all mafiers and Slaves t~ be i~
owners, or in their abfence their overfeers, fhall, as much as in them lies, endeavour fti:u~ed m the 
to infl:rucl:: their 1laves in the Chriftian religion, and fhall do their endeavours to pCnhn~fti~les, of1.t~e 

i: • r. d r · 1 b {h ll r b , . rt ian re igwn. fit them ior bapt11m ; an as 100n as convement y may e, a cau1e to e baptized 
all fuch flaves as they can make fenfible of a Deity, and of the Chriftian faith. 

7th. And be it further enacl::ed by the authority aforefaid, That any mafier., l'emiltieson 
owner, or other perfon whatfoever, who .fhall wilfully mutilate any flave, or caufe, maft~rs! &c. for 
permit, or fuffer any flave to be mutilated, ,,1ith his or her privity or confent, m~ul~tm~ or 
lhall be liable tq be indicl:ed and profecuted in the general court for the fame ; and maiming a,•es. 

upon conviclion fhall be punilhed by fine, not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
and imprifonmem not exceeding twelve months, for every offence ; and f uch 
punilhment is declared to be without prejudice to any action that could or might 
be brought by the owner or proprietor fm· recovery of damages for or on account 
of the fame ; and in cafes where the owner of any fuch flave £hall ~e guilty of any 
fuch offence, . it fhall and may be lawful for the court, if it fhall feem neceffary 
for the future proteaion of fuch flave, to declare him or her to be free and dif-
charged from al~ _manner of fervitude, t~ al1 intents and purpofes whatever; and 
in all fuch cafes 1t fhall and may be lawful for the court to order the fame to be 
paid to the vefiry of the parifh to which fuch flave belonged, to the ufe of the 
faid parilh ; the veftry in confideration thereof paying to fuch fiave fo made free 
an annuity of ten pounds per annum during life ; and in cafe any flave or flaves 
fhall fuffer any fuch mutilation as aforefaid, any jufiice of the peace is hereby 
authorized and required,' on view of the fact, to fend fuch flave t9 the neareft 

( 18.) C workhoufe, 
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BAHAMAS. workhoufe there to be kept · and ~arefully attended at the expenfe of -the parilh, 
_______ __c.· until fuch ~ime as there can be a meeting of the jufrices and veftry of fuch parifh, 

which juil:ices and veftry are hereby created a council_ of !>rote~on for fuch_ fla~e, 
and are authorized and required to make full enqmry refpe_chng the mut1lat1on 
ofJuch flave, and, if to them it £hall appear proper, fhall caufe the owner or owners 
of fuch mutilated flave to be indicted and profecuted, the expenfes of which profe .. 
cution fhall be paid by .the parifh where fuch offence £hall be committed ; and in 
cafe the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves fhall be able to pay the cofts and 
damages of fuch proiecution, the churchwardens and veftry are hereby required 
to commence a fuit or fuits againft fuch owner or owners, in which they fhall 
recover all cofts and charges by them laid out and expended in f~ch criminal 
profecution and civil action ; and the keeper of the workhoufe to which any fuch 
flave fhall have been committed is hereby required, upon due notice of the meeting 
of fuch jufiices and vefl:ry, to produce fuch mutilated flave- or flaves for their 
infpection, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect. 

Slaves not to be 8th. And be it further -enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That it !ha1l not be 
mutilated for any lawful for any court of juftice to pafs any fentence whereby any flave £hall be 
offence. direcl:ed to be mutilated or maimed, for any offence whatever. 

Perfons killing a . 9th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon 
fla~e to be adjudged !hall wilfully and with malice aforethought kill or caufe to pe killed any negro 
gudtlty ofdfelonyd or other flave, every fuch perfon fhall be adJ'udged guilty of felony and murder, 
au mur er, an to . · f I 'd d l h fuffer death without and fhall fuffer death without benefit o c ergy; prov1 e a ways, t at no fuch 
benefit of ~lergy. conviaion !hall extend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands or 

tenements, goods or chattels; any law, cuftom or ufage to the contrary notwith-

Perfons guiltyof 
cruelty to flaves 
to be indicted 
therefore in the 
general court. 

PunHhment of 
flaves. 

Fees of the provoft 
marfhal or gaoler 
for receiving £laves 
committed for 
tirivial offences. 

ftanding. . 
1 oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon 

fhall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruife, wound, imprifon, or keep in 
confinement without fufficient fupport, any flave or flaves, he, fue or they :!hall 
be fubjecl: to be indicted for the fame in the general court, and fhall fuffer fuch . 
punifhment by fine or imprifonment, or both, as the court £hall think proper to 
inflicl: ; and fuch punifhment is declare~ to be without prejudice to any action that . 
may be brought for recovery of damage, in cafe fuch flave fhall not be the property 
of the offender. · 

1 1 th. And in order to reftrain arbitrary puniiliments, be it further enaB:ed by 
the authority aforefaid, That no flave fhall on any account receive more than 
twenty lafhes at any one time, or for any one offence, unlef s the owner or employer 
of fuch flave, or fupervifor of the workhoufe, or keeper of the gaol, fhall be pre
fent; and that no fuch owner, employer, fupervifor or gaol keeper fhall on any 
account ptmifh a flave with more than thirty-nine lafhes at one time and for one 
offence, nor inflict or fuffer to be inflilt:ed, any fecond punifhment on the fame 
day, nor until the delinquent :lhall have recovered from the effects of any former 
punifhment, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence. . 

12th. And whereas it is cuftomary for owners to commit their flaves to the 
common gaol for flight offences which are not punifhable under this aa ; be it 
therefore enacl:ed, That in all cafes where any owner or poffeffor of a flave fhall 
fend him or her to gaol for any fuch trivi~il offence, the provoft madhal or his 
d~puty, or gaoler, fhall f?rth ~ith take and receive fuch flave into cuftody, and 
htm or her fafely keep until releafed by the owner ; and £hall receive for his trou
ble t_hree ~illings, tog~ther with one fhilling for every day fuch flave fhall have 
remamed m gaol, provided fuch flave fuall have been maintained by the provoft 
marfhal. 

Fhdng iron collars, .· 1 3 th. And whereas a mifchievous pracl:ice bath prevailed in fome of the 
&c. on naves, I · f · 11.. • ·11 a· .r. r d fl declared unlawful co omes, o pummtng 1 - 1Jpo1e - aves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their 

· ~w~ers, by fixing iron collars with projecl:ing bars or hooks, round their necks ; 
be 1t enacted and declared, that fuch practice is utterly unlawful; and that no 
perfon fhall on any account whatever punith any negro or other -fiave, whether 

his 



his . qw~ property 01· otherwife, by fixing or caufing to be fixed any iron or othe~ BAHAMAS. 
c.ollar round the ne.ck of fuch flave, or by loading the body or limbs of fuch flave ........ ----..------
with chains, irons, or weights of any .kind, other than fuch as an~ abfolutely 
~eceffary for fecuring the perfon of fuch fla ve while .in confinement, under the 
p~n~_lty of . fifty pounds; and any jufiice· of the peace is. hereby authorized and 
r_~quired, on information or view of fuch offence, to order fuch collar, chains; 
~oris, or weights to be immediately taken off, under the penalty of one hundred 
pounds for every neglect or refufal. . , . . 

14th. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That <;very_ flave .Ch:iftmas. 
withi~ thefe I~ands !hall be allowed the ufual number of Cluiftmas holidayS'; to hohclays 

wit; Chrifimas-day, and the two following working d~ys. . . , -

I 5th. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That every over- o~erfeer~s abfo?tiug 

fe,er .who fhall ab~ent h!mfelf fr~m the effate un~er his care or management , on ;~;1t~~i!\~~;~1~g-" 
any of the aforefa1d holidays, without leave of his employer, iliall for every foch holidays, to.fmfeit 
offence forfeit the fum of five pounds for each day. . · . £ 5. each ,day. 

. 16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That on the 1 fl: Returns bf birth; · 
day of January which will be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred .flao<l deatbs

1
of 

d · · h d h ft d f J · r. d. • b. aves on p anta-an. nmety-e1g t, an on t e 1 ay o anuary m ever~ mccee mg year, or wit m tions, to be made in _ 
thirty days after, the owner, manager or overfeer of every plantation or f ettlement January every year

0 

within thefe Iflands, '£hall give in upon oath, to the churchwardens of the pari!h, 
an account of all tlae births and deaths of the flaves on f uch plantation or fettle .. 
ment, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to ,be recovered from the owner of foch 
plantation or f ettlement. 

~ 7th. And be it further enacted by ~he a~thority aforefaid, Thai: if the not giving ~n_d i~ the n~t 
in fuch accounts !hall be owing to the neglea of any overfeer or manager, it iliall and givmg :ibn fuc!1 

b 1 f I .c h · .rr JT. f f h 1 · r I return e owmg to may e aw u 1or t e owner, proprietor or poueuor o uc p antat1on or 1ett e- neglecl in the 
ment to fl:op and detain the penalty which he or fhe fhall be compelled to pay, overfeer, the 
together with his or her cofl:s and charges, out of the wages of fuch manager or pe~alty, 8:c· to be 
overfeer. · paid by him. 

18th. And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary that flaves fhould be kept in due Excepting wh~n · 
obedience to their owners, and in proper fubordination to the white inha_bitants in going to market, 

general, that opportunities of committing rebellious confpiracies fhould as much fno .flavhes to
1 

go • 
l "fh fh ld b . d .r rom t e p antat1on 

as polpb e be tak~n away, and that a~equate pum ments ou e appomt~ 1_or they are emplo.y~d-
all crimes commuted by flaves : Be 1t further enaB:ed by the authonty aforefa1d, on, ~ithot.Jt.a ticket 
That no flave ( fuch only excepted as are going with firewood, grafs, fru~t, pr_o- or pafs. . 

vifions or fmall ftock and othet goods, which they may lawfully fell, to marke_t, 
and returning therefrom) ihall hereafter be fuffered to go out of his or her mafter' s ... 
or owner's plantation or fettlement, or to travel from one place to another, unlefs 
fuch flave fhall have a ticket from his or her owner, ma{J:er, empl':)yer or overfeet, 
expreffing particularly the time of fuch flave's fetting out, and where or to wliat· 
place he or fhe is going, and the time limited for his or her return ; under ~ 
penalty not exceeding forty fhillings for every offence, to be recovered from ~i)~ 
or her mafrer, owner, employer· or overfeer, unlefs fuch owner, employer, or 
overfeer fuall make oath that he o~ fue did give to the faid flave fuch tickeL_as · 
aforefaid, or that the faid flave went away without leave. 

;_ 19th. 1 And be it further enacted by the , authority ~forefaid, That no negro oi- Sl~ves not to carry, 

other -flave fhall be allowed to hunt any horned cattle, horfes, mares, mules, arms, unlef~ in 
rr. I · I · h 1 1 JT. h 1 ii · · - h company with fome aues or ot 1er amma ~, wit ances, guns, cut aues or ot er arms, un ~ s m ~ e white perfon or by 

company of his mafl:er, overfeer, or fome other white perfon, or by his permiffi6R, permiffion in' 

in writing; and any negro or other flave who fuall offend contrE-ry to the true writing. 
intent a:nd meaning of this aa fhall fuffer fuch puni!hment by whipping as , any 
~wo juft~ces of the peace fhall think proper to inflia, not exceeding fifty lafues. , . 

, . _·2oth·. And be it further. enacted. by the autho.rit'y· aforefaid, That if any fr.~e Free people of 

n~grq, ,mulatto or ~ndian11 _ -in order tQ conce~l any runawa~ flav.e, or. to prevent colour, or 

lum . .Qf .p.e_r from bemg apprehended, fhall- give. ~ny fraudul_ent pafs or ticket .to any 
fucJq."µnaway flave, he., Ihe or they fhall be deemed guilty of fo;gery, and il}all 

, . . be 
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BAHAMAS. be liable to be profecuted and tried for the fame in the_ general court; and u~on 
------ conviEtion fhall fuffer the lofs of freedom, tranf portation, or fuch other pumlh-

ment as the court iliall think proper to inflicl:, not extending to life or limb. 

white perfons ~ 1 ft. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any fuch 
giving fraudulent fraudulent pafs or ticket fhall be given by any white perfon with intent as aforefaid, 
paffes torunMaw~ys, fuch white perfon £hall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be 
~of ~e deemed guilty indicted and tried for the fame before the general court ; and £hall fuffer 
"' lOrgery. • • fh II h. k fuch punifhment, by fine and 1mpnfonment, as the court a t m proper 

to inflict. 

Tickets to flaves 22d. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That no ticket fhall 
not to extend • d. I d h 
beyond one month. be granted to any flave for any time excee mg one ea en ar mont • 

Runaway flaves to 23d. And be it further enacted, That every perfon from whofe fervice any 
be advertifcd within fiave fhall abfcond, fhall, within fourteen days thereafter, give notice thereof by 
£hourt;en dfays after public advertifement, wherein !hall be inferted the name and defcription of fuch 
t e time o {h fi I k d 
.abfconding. runaway, by means whereof he or e may be more ea 1 y nown an appre-

U a lawful to foll or 
buy a runaway 
.£lave. 

hended; and in cafe the owner £hall neglect fo to do, he or fhe £hall not be 
entitled to any fatisfacl:ion from the creafury for any fuch flave executed or tranf
ported, by virtue of this aa, for any crime whatever. 

24 th. And be it alfo enaaed, That it fuall not b~_ lawful either to fell or to buy 
any runaway flave ; and that any perfon felling or buying any fuch !lave, while 
abfent, fhall forfeit the fum of thirty pounds. 

Slaves woo after a 
refidence of two 

2 5th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That all fiaves who 
fhall have been in thefe Iflands for the f pace of two years, and !hall run away, and 

years run away, to continue abfent for a term not exceeding fix months, ihall, upon conviction 
be punilhcd at the 
difcretion of any before any two jufi:ices of the peace, fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid jufl:ices 

· two juftices. fuall think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. · 

Runaway-e for fi,x 26th. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That any flave who 
months liable to be fhall run away from his owner or lawful poifeffor, and be abfent for more than 
tranfported. fix months, being duly convicl:ed, fhall be fentenced to be tranfported for life, 

·Penalty for har
bouring runaways. 

or fhall fuffer fuch other punifhment, not extending to life or limb, as the coutt 
fhall think proper to inflia. 

2 7th. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That any flave who 
1hall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway flave fhall be liable to be tried 
for the fame as hereinafter direcl:ed, and upon conviaion fuall fuffer fuch 
punilhment as the court iliall think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb; 
and that every free perfon who fhall commit any fuch offence may be indieted 
and profecuted for the fame in the general court, and being convicted, £hall fuffer 
fuch punifhment, by fine and imprifonment, as the court fhall think proper, 
according to the magnitude of the offence ; and fuch punifhment is hereby 
declared to be without prejudice to any acl:ion or fuit which may be brought by 
the party injured for recov·ery of damages for and on account of the fame. 

Slavet-appre.hending 28th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every flave 
runaways, to who fhall talte up any fuch runaway, or inform againft any perfon who fhall 
receive ,£ 3. for h 1 r. h fl r h r. h each. arbour or concea 1uc runaway ' ave, io t at 1uc runaway may be taken, and 

What flaves fhall 
be deen:ied runa
ways, 

refiored to his or her owner or owners, iliall ~e entitled to fuch reward as any 
two juftices of the peace fuall think reafonable and juft, not exceeding three 
pounds, to be paid by fuch perfon or perfons as the faid juftices fhall determine 
ought to pay the fame. 

~9th. And-whereas it is dangerous to the peace and fafety of thefe IJlands to 
fuffer flaves to continue ou~ as runaways, and it is abfolutely neceifary to declare 
what flaves fhall be deemed runaways; be it therefore enacl:e-d and declared, That 
every flave who lhall be abfent from his or her owner or employer without leaYe 
for ten days together, and £hall be found at the diftance of eight miles from the 
houfe, plantation, or fettlement to which he or fhe belongs, without a ticket or 
permit to pafs, ( except as before excepted in going to or returning from market) 
fhall be deemed a runaway. 

30th. And 
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30th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That _any f~ee BAHAMAS. 
perfon who {hall apprehend any runaway flave fhall be entitled to receive from 
the owner, employer, overfeer, or manager of fuch flave the fum of twenty Reward to frit 
fhiUings, and no more, befides mile money at the rate of two fhillings per mile ftfons appre end~ 
for · the firfi five miles, and · one fhilling per mile afterwards ; provided fuch flave fla~;:.naway 
had abfented him or herfelf ten days without the privity, knowledge, or confent 
of the proprietor, owner, or other white perfon refiding on the plantation or place 
to which fuch flave £hall belong, which time of abfence fhall be declared on the 
oath of fuch proprietor, overfeer, or other white perfon as aforefaid, if required 
by the party taking up fuch flave; but it is the true intent and meaning of this · 
act, that every perfon who fhall ~pprehend any flave that is acl:uaUy run away 
fhall be entitled to the aforefaid reward, although fuch flave fhall not be eight 
miles from home, or although the aforefaid term of ten days fhall not have_ 
elapfed. 

3 1ft. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any . flave who Rewar~ to fiakii· 
fhall take or kill another in actual rebellion !hall receive from the churchwardens f~~ t;km~i;s I 

mg 
of the parifh in which any fuch flave fha11 have been killed the fum of five re e neg • 

pounds, and ten pounds if taken alive, alfo a blue cloth coat with a red crofs 
on the right !houlder ; the whole expences where0f fhall be reimburfed by 
the receiver general for the tiqie being out of any money in his hands unappro-
priated. 

32d. And be it further enall:ed, That if any flave fhall be killed by any perfon Perfo~s killing · 

or perfons in the execuhtion ~f thhis act, or undk~r th~hau
11
thoritf ofd.t

1
he fame, · the ~:;f;n1:}h;hi:Aa 

p~rfq!1 or per~ons by w om 1uc ~av~ may be 1lled a a , a~ 1pee 1 y as 1:1ay be, to give immediate 
give mformauon thereof to fame J u{bce of the peace, who 1s hereby required to information thereof. 
take his examination, and alfo the evidence or information of any other perfon or 
perfons refpecting the fame; and any white perfon or free perfon of colour 
killing fuch £lave, who fuall neglect forthwith to give the information hereby 
required, fuall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds. 

3 3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That a~y perfon or Runaways appre
perfons apprehendjng any runaway flave fhall convey him or her to his or her he~ded, to be . 
owner, employer or manager, if refident on the lfland in which fuch flave fhall dehvered to their 
h h d d b ·r h · fid ·f f h owners or em-ave been appre en e ? ut 1 not t _erein re 1 ent, or 1 payment o t e re,ward ployers; or in the 
and other charges herem-before ment10ned £hall not be made, then to the neareft cafes herein men'"'. 

gaol or workhoufe, the keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to tioned, to the 
receive fuch flave into his cuftody, and to pay the party delivering fuch flave the hgao~erkor work .. 

f {h·11 · d ·1 i: r. •d d ou1e- eeper,. fum o twenty 1 mgs, an m1 e money as a1ore1a1 , an no more, under the 
penalty of five pounds ; provided neverthelefs, that no gaoler or workhoufe-
keeper fhall pay nny foch fum or fums before fuch perfon £hall have taken an 
oath (which oath fuch gaoler or workhoufe-keeper iliall file in his office, and 
produce when thereunto required by the owner or poffeifor of fuch fiave, under 
the penalty of five pounds,) that the flave fo apprehended was at the reputed 
diftance of eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or fettlement to which fuch 
flave belongs, ( except as is before excepted,) and that fuch flave had no ticket or 
permit in writing from his or her owner or poffeffor, employer or overfeer, at the 
time of being apprehended, and that fuch £lave had been firfi carried to his or 
her owner, employer, or manager, (provided fuch owner, employer or manager, 
fhall be in the Ifland where fuch flave fhall have been apprehended,) and that 
payment of the reward and charges aforefaid was neglected or refufed to be made. 

34th .. A~d to th~ end that the owners and propri:tors of flaves fo apprehended Runaways _take1;1 
may obtam mformauon from the gaol or workhoufe m which they are confined, . be ~p, ta be adverufed 

it further enacted by the authority af~refaid, Th~t the keeper of every workhoufe s!,~:t!:hama 
or gaol fhall, and they are hereby required, once m every month, to advertife in the 
Bah a ma Gazette or other public newf p·aper, and at the moft public place ia the 
Ifland on which fuch negro fhall be apprehended, the height, names, marks and 
fize, and alfo the country (where the fame can be afcertained),of every runaway flave 
then in his cufl:ody, and the time fuch flave was put into his cuftody, and alfo the 

(18.) D name 



B~'ff-kMA!8' name or narrles of the owner or owners-'1:111ereof, if known, under the penahy of ten 
------ pounds-fer every neglect or omiffion; and ,for the expence of fuc-h advertifement;.fo. 

fuaU and may be-lawful for the keeper of every gaol or workhoufe to charge the owneit 
or- ot\vners of each runawa,y flave at and aft:r the rate of t~elve 01illings per mon~li't, 
and no more, and to detaifrl any fuch flave m cufl:ody until the f:1.me, together w1rh· 
rhe charges of apprehending and other fees and po~n~age an er r he rate of two· 
ff1illings in the pound, fhall be paid, and a1.fo1 one lh1llmg for every twenty-fou • 
hours fuch flave !hall have been in cuftody for fubfifiet~ce, and fixpence per cla:, 
for medical care and ex-traordinary nourifhment whe-re neceffary; and the gaoler., 
w<:>rkhoufe-keeper, or fupervifor fhall auell: every fuch account upon oa~h. 

-Slaves confined to 
be furnHhed with 
viBuals hv the 
keeper or' the 
workhoufe. 

Slaves \Vlio. fuaM· 
have hcc~ in 
cuUody for twelve 
month~, anu n:>t. 
claimed, to be fold 
at public au8ion. 

35th. And be it furtherenaaed by the authority aforefaid, That the keeper of every 
w6:rknoufe or gaol whhin thefe Iflands lhall provide and furnifh every flave confined 
fn {uch workn~ufe or gaol a fufficient quantity of good and wholefome provifions, 
according to . the allowance herein-before required to be given upon every planta
tion, und1er the penalty 0f ten pc>Unds for every neg.lea. 

. .16th. And be it enacled by t~e authority afo,refaid, That after any runaw-ay ~ave 
iliall have been in the cuftodyof the provofl marfhal or the keeper of the workhoufe or -
gao'l, and ili'a1l have been duly advertired as aforefaid, for the fpace of twelve calendar 
mon(hs, if no perfon ihall claim fuch flave'l and pay the fees and 0ther monies herein
before <lireB:ed, it /hall and may be lawful for the provofi: marfhal, or for the keeper 
of fuch gaol or workhoufe, to fell every f uch flave at public outcry to the higheft 
bidder; and that the monies arifing from fuch fale fhall be applied, in the firH: place, 
towards payment of the expence of taking up, keeping, and advertifing fuch fiave, 
together with all other fees and ~harges herein-before mentioned,and the overplus (if 
any) fh'all be paid into the public treafury, to be applied towc1.rds the contingem 
expences of this government; and all receipts and bills of fale made by the provoft 
rnaTfhc1l or the keeper of any gaol or workhoufo (as the cafe may be) are hereby 
declared t0 convey a good and fufticient title tn the purchafcr or purcha{ers of any 
fuch flave, and to be a bar of the right of the former owner or owners : Provided 
~!ways, that every fuch fale be at the ufual place of public auctions, in the town of 
Na{fau, between the hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the forenoon; that thitty
days notice therrnf be given in the Bahama Gazette or other public newfpaper; 
a~d that, previous to every fi.ich fale, every fuch flave be carried befure a magifl:rate, 

, who is hereby required to ex~ .. mine whether fuch flave has been duly advenited, and 
whet~er his or her marks and defcriptions agree with the advertifcment, and to 
certify the fame, if found accurate or fufficient. 

Slaves committed 37th. And be it furbher enatled by the authority aforefa:d, That no gaoler or 
to gaol, or any w0rkhoufe-keeper {hall, on any pretence whatever, employ any fiave fent to his 
workhoufe:-, r-ot to 
he hired out or (iuftoqy on any plantati0n belonging to him or in his poffeflion, nor hire n~r lend any 
otherwifc employed, fuch fla ve to ·work for any other perfon or perfons, under the penalty of fifty pounds 

Slaves efcaping 
f:.lom confinement, 
on being appre
hended, how· to be 
punifhed. 

Penalty Qn gaolers, 
&c. foffrring flaves 
to efcape from 

. conlin~ment. 

Sia ves killed in the 
public fervice to be 
paid for. 

for every offence. ...- •.• · 

~3Srt. _ And be 1t furtner enacted by toe authority aforefaid, 1fn:at -a•ny negro or 
other flave who !hall be confined in any workhoufe or other -place of confinement~ 
an~ !hall efcape thereftom b~fore trial, or th_e expirati_on o~ his or her fentence, upon 
~~mg retaken ~nd proof _bemg made of h_1s or her identity before any two jufiices 
of the peace, fhall be adjudged to be fent back to confinemtnt, and lhall receive 
plmifhr11ent by whipping, not exceeding fifty lafhes. · 

39th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if the .provo{l 
marfha1, or any of his depu~!es, or a;iy conftable, gaoler, or workhoufe-keeper, fl1all 
willingly _or negligerltly fuffer any flave to efcape, fo , that fuch flave fhall not be 
i·etaken., futh marlhal, conftable, gaoler, or wofkhoufe-keeper lhall forfeit a fum not 
exceedihg twenty pounds, without prejudice to the owner's action of damages. 

40th. Ancl. be it further e~acl:ed, That if any neg~o or other flave; at any time 
qf mv:auon or appea~ance of an enem~, !hall be killed in fervice of the country, 
the "9wne~ fhall h~ paid ou~ of. the public treafury the full value ef futh fiave, to 
be afeertamed by any two JUftices of the peace. 

41ft. And 

/ 
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~P ft. And 1'be it further enacled by the authoritJ aforefaid,~ That if, any rpafi:er, Bl).aAl\ill).S. 
owner,. guarcl1~n, or attor?ey of any plantation or fettlement, lhall fuffer any ftrange . 
flaves~ exceedmg twelve m number, to affemble tog,ether, and beat their drums or P'enalty on ~n~ 
blow their horns, or tl1ells in any place under his, her, or their care or man~-crement perfonhpermittlrng 

A • , · l't) , more t an twe ve 
or mall not end~avour to d1f perf~ or prevent fuch meetingi, by giving notice tJiereof thange flaves to 
to the next mag1flrate or comm1ffioned officeP, that a proper force ·may be fent for affe~ble toget~er 
the purpofe, every fucn mafl:er, owner, guaroiaP., or att.orney fhall forfeit for every 00 his plantation. 

fuch offence~ he_ f um of fifty pound·s; provi?ed informat!on of fuch offence be given 
upon oath w1thm five days after the commdlion of fucn offtnce. 

42d. And be it further enacted by, tbe authority aforefaid, That aU officers, civil All officers auth-0-
and militarv fhaU be and they are hereby empowered and requi'red to·enter into any rized to difperfe· 
place w hat~~er, in order to dif perfe an)" unlawful affembly o.£ flaves, and to fopprefrS nfnla

0
wfnl affomblie·s 

· · l d · h •, I o aves. and prevent all riotous unhiwtu rummmg or ot er n011e; any aw, cuftoj1n, or · 
uf.age to the contrary notwithfl:anding. 

43cl. And be it further enacl:ed b-y the allthority aforefaid, That any fl'ave who Slaves not to have 
!hall hereafter be found to have concealed in his or her houfe, or otherwife in. his or fi:~ arr!ls or ~mmu .. 

her poffe_flio?, any file arm~, gu1:powder, flug_s or ?al!, fl:all, on con~iction before f;~~'~.~n the1r pof
any two 1ufhce~, fufter fuch pumfhment as the fa1d JUfhces {hall thmk proper to 
inflict by whipping. 

44th. And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That any fllave who Punilhmen! of 
fhall offer violence, by fl:riking or otherwife, to any white perfon, fhall be punil11ed fl_av

1
es offenogh_ 

· h d h r. • r. h 1 · t.L.. h {h ll h" v10 e11ce tow 1te wit eat , t,ran,por1at1on, or 1uc. 0t. 1er p~n11i111ment as t e com1t a t mk proper P,rfons. 
to inflict ; provided fuch conflicl: or flriking be not by ceimnaFld of the owner of 
fuch flave, or of his or her attorney, overfeer, or other perfon having authority 
over fuch flave, or in· the lawful defence of his owner's perfon or gooJs. · 

45~h. -And be it further enacted by the authori~y aforefaid, That if any negro or PnnHhm~nt '!f 
other flave {hall mix or prepare, with inten,t to .give, any poifon or poifonous drug, flave.s _prt>pa1;~ 
or !hall aclually give or caufe to be given any fuch poifon or poifonous drug, ahhough or gir~ing poi •on. 

death may not enf ue from the taking thereof, fuch flave, together with. all and every 
acceffary and acteffaries, as well before as after the facr, ( being flaves , being thereof 
duly conviaed, {hall fuffer death, tranf portation for I.ife, or fuch other punifhment . 
as the com·t {hall think proper. 

46th. And whereas horned cattle, {heep, horfes, mares, mules, and aifes are Punifhment of 
frequently Holen and killed by negro and other flaves, in fo fecret and private a flaves for killing 
manner as to render conviction very difficult; for prevention thereof be it further cattl·e, &c. 
enacted, That if any negro or other flave or flaves fhall fraudulently have in his, her, 
or their poffdfion any frefh beef, mutton, or veal, or the flelh of any horfe, mare, 
mule or af~, in any quantity exceeding five pounds, and not exceeding twenty-
eight p•.)Unds weight, every fuch negro or other flave fhalI, upon conviction before 
any two juflices of the peace, be whipped in fuch manner as fuch jufiices !hall 
direcl:, not exceeding thirty-nine lathes; and if there fhall be found fraudulently 
as a.forefai<l, in hi:::, her, or their cufl:ody or poffeffion, a larger quantity than 
twenty-eight pcunds weight of fuch beef or other flelh, that then every fuch negm 
or other flave lhall fuffer f uch punifhment as the jufl:ices fhall think proper to direct, 
ndt extending to life or limb. 

47th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or Punilhment of 
other flave fl1all felonioufly freal any horned cattle, fueep, goat, hog, horfe, mare, flaves for ftealing 
gelding, mule, or afs, or 01all kill any fuch horned cattle, Lheep, goat, hog, horfe, cattle, &c. 
mare, gelding, mule, or afa, with intent to fleal the fame, or any part of the fle{h 
thereat, 1 uch negro or other fla ve fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifi1ment as the 
court fhall think proper to inflict. 

48th. And whereaR feveral flaves have lately found means to depart from thefe Puni<hment of 
Iilands., to the great damage of their owners, and to the evil example of other flaves, fl ri \'es for aiding 
who may thereby be induced to attempt or confpire _to do the fame: And whereas ilavcs in rqnning 
there is rcafon to fufpetl that flaves have been aided and affifted in their departure :;:ra:~ls~tting off 
by other perfons, and no adequate punifhments are provided by law for fuch 

offenc~s; 



( 16 ) 

BAHAMAS. offences·; for remedy thereof, be. it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That 
-------- if any negro or· other flave · fhall run away from his or her owner or owners, 

employer or employers, and go off, or conf pire and attempt to go off thefe lfla~ds, 
in any fhip, boat, canoe, or other veffel or craft whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting, 
or affifting to any other flave or flaves in deferting and going off thefe Iflands, he, 
the, or they fo running or going off, or conf piring and attempting to go off, or 
aiding, affifting, or abetting in fuch going off, ~eing thereof convicted, fhall fuffer 

. tranfportation, or fuch other puni!hment as the ~ourt fuall think proper to inflict, 
not extending to life or limb. 

Punilhment of free 49th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any free negro, 
p~~ple of colour for Indian., or mulatto fhall be aiding, affifting, and abetting any flave or flaves in 
aidmg runaways. deferting and going off thefe Iflands, and fhall be thereof convicted, he, fhe, or 

they fhall be fubjecr to be tranfported from thefe Iflands, by the provoft madhal or 
his deputy ; and any fuch perfon fo convicted, fentenced, and tranfported, who 
£hall afterwards be found at large within thefe Hlands, fhall fuffer death, without 
benefit .of clergy. 

Penalty on white 
.>erfons for affilling 
unaways. 

50th. And b€ it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That any white perfon 
who fuall knowingly be aiding, affifling, or abetting any flave in deferting and 
going off thefe Iflands, fuall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds, and fhall alfo 
fuffer imprifonment for any fpace of time not exceeding twelve months, without bail 
or mainprize; and fuch punifhment is declared to be without prejudice to any fuit 
or acl:ion which may be brought or had by the party injured for recovery of damages 
for and on account of the fame. 

Lawful to proceed 5 1 ft. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may 
againfl tho(@ who be lawful to proceed againft the perfon or perfons fo aiding, affifl:ing, or abetting 
mfl ay h_ave ai~ed ff fuch flave or flaves in · going off thefe Iflands, whether the principal or principals be 

aves m gettmg o , . n. d h. • h. h :\. l f: ft 
whether the prin- convtue or not; any t mg m t 1s or any ot er act, or any aw, u age, or cu om, 
cipal be convicted to the c0ntrary notwithfianding. 
or not, under this 
aa:. 52d. And be it further enacted, That no negro or other flave lhall on any pre-
Slaves not to carry tence barter, or carry about for fale or barter, any dry goods of any kind whatever ; 
abo~t dry goods for and it iliall and may be lawful for any white perfon to take and feize all fuch goods, 
retail. and to deliver them to the provofi marthal or his deputy, who !hall forthwith fell the 

Slaves not to vend 
any fpirituous 
liquors. 

fame at public auction, and pay the net prnceeds thereof unto the public treafury. 

53d. And be it further enal\:ed, That no negro or other fiave £hall vend or retail 
any fpirituous liquors whatfoever ; and if any flave, without the knowledge of his 
or her owner or employer, £hall fell or vend any fpirituous liquors whatever, fuch 
flave, for every fuch offence, £hall be publicly whipped by order of any two juftices 
of the peace; but if it £hall appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or 
her owner or employer, then and in that cafe fuch owner or employer fuall forfeit 
the fum of forty pounds, to be recovered in manner hereinafter direl\:ed. 

Punilhment of 54th. And be it hereby enacl:ed, That ,every flave who £hall play at dice or cards, 
£laves detect~d in ·1 f 
gambling. or b~ g~1 ty o any other· kind of gaming, fhall be publicly whipped by order of any 

Mode of proceeding 
cm the trial of 
flaves accufed of 
crimes made 
puoilhable with 
death or tranff)or
tation. 

two JUfbces of the peace ; and any keeper of a tavern or punch houfe who ihaH 
fuffer any flave or flaves to game, get drunk: or tipple in or about his or her houfe, 
fhop, or premifes, or to remain in or about the fame after the hour of eight of the 
clock at night, or {hall at any other time fell rum or any pther fpirituou~ liquors to 
any flave to whom he or fhe £hall have been forbidden by the owner or employer of 
fuch _flave to fell liquor, fhall fuffer any fuch flave, after having been fo forbidden, 
to louer or r.emain in or about his or her houfe, fhop, or premifes, £hall forfeit the 
fum of twenty pounds. 

_55th. And be it.fur~her enal\:ed by the authority aforefaid, That upon complaint 
bemg. made to ~ny ~ufl:1ce of the peace of any burglary, robbery, burning of houfes, 
rebellious confp1rac1es, compaffing or imagining the death of any white perfon or 
perfons~ or_ any other felonious offence whatfoever committed by any flave or flaves, 
~nd_ wh1c~ ~s here~y declared or made punilhable with death or tranf portation, fuch 
JUfhce fhall dfue his warrant for apprehending fuch offender or oftenders,. and for all 

perfons 



perfons that can give evidence to be brought before him,- ·or anr other jufl:ic:e of the BAHAMAS. 
peace ; and the ~id~c~ pf flave agai_nll: flave fhru.J in t:!11 . cafes -be receive~ ; and x· . 
if upon -examination the charge lhall appear to be well ,fouH~ed, tbe juffice before 
whom fuch examination fhall be had and taken fhaJ.l commit the accufed to prifon, 
and bind over the witneifes to appear at a certain day, .not lefs than ten or m~re than 
thirty days from the day on which the complaint fhall have been made, at the place 
where the quarter feffions are ufually held, or other place of public meetings, and 
fhall certify to any other jufiice of the peace the caufe of fuch commitment, and 
require him to affociate hirrifelf with him, which the faid jufiic'e is hereby required 
to do under the penalty of forty po'unds ; and the faid jufl:ices fo aifociated iliall · 
Hfue their warrant to fummon iev,en perfons, fuch as are liable to f erve on ordinary 
juries, ( the mafier, owner, or proprietor of the flave or flaves fo complained of, or 
the attorney, guardian, overfeer, or manager of fuch owner or proprietor, or the 
perfon profecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, overfeer, or manager, al ways 
excepted), perfonally to be and appear before the faid juftices at the day and place 
appointed for the trial, between the hour~ of eight and twelve of the clock in the 
forenoon, when and where the faid juftices fhall caufe the accufed to be brought 
before them; and there\.lpon five of the perfons fo fummoned iliall (the charge or 
accufation being firft reducetl to writing and read) be fworn to try the matter before 
them, and give a true verdict according to evidence ; which charge or accufation 
fhall not be quefiioned for any want of form, but {hall be deemed valid if fufficient 
in fubfiance; and if the faid jurors !hall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimoufly 
find the faid flave or flaves guilty of the offence of which he, fhe, or they fiand 
charged, the faid juftices fhall give fentence of death without benefit of clergy, or 
tranfportation for life, according to the nature of the offence; and fhall caufe fuch 
f entence to be carried into e-xecution at fuch time and place as they iliall think 
proper ( women with child only excepted, whofe execution fhall be ref pited until ·a 
reafonable time after delivery): Provided always neverthelefs, that the jufl:ices of the Time of holding 
peace, or any two or more of them refident upon any of the ifiands within this nave.courts. 
government ( one of whom to be always of the quorum and cuftos rotl.llorum of the 
Hland), !hall and may hereafter hold flave-courts upon the firft Tuefday in January, 
April, July, and October in every year, to continue and beholden for five days 
fucceffively (if neceffary), and not longer; and !hall have full power and authority 
to enquire into, hear, and determine all and all manner of felonious offences com-
mitted by flaves, and !hall open the faid court by proclamation, declaring the fame . 
to be a flave-court for fuch purpofe; and that the faid cufios rotulorum and any 
one other jufi:ice fhall thereupon, in like manner in all refpecl:s as two jufiices 
affociated as herein-before mentioned are by this a& authorized and empowered, 
proceed to try and deliver the workhoufe or gaol within the ifland or parifh of all 
flaves who !hall be in cuil:ody of the gaoler or workhoufe .. keeper, charged with ~ny 
of the felonious offences herein-before mentioned ; and !hall caufe a jury to be called 
and taken from the panel returned to the faid court forthwith to be f worn, as they 
fhall appear, to try all and every fuch flave and flaves as fhall be brought before 
them charged with any of the aforefaid offences, and to give a true veidicl: ac-
cording to evidence, as in other cafes. 

56th. Provided always, That it fhall and may be lawful for the jufrices at any Juftice" may re.f ite 
flave-court or extraordinary trial to refpite the execution of any fentence by them the ex:cution ol 
given for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleafure of the corn- any fentence,, 

mander in chief !hall be known, in cafe proper caufe £hall appear to them for fo 
doing, or the jury' fhall recommend the prifoner to mercy. . 

57th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,-Tbat no~ lefs than two Who f.hall confti
juftices and five jurors fhall confritute a court for the trial of any ·flave or flaves tute a fl~vNourt. 
for any crime or offence that fhall fubjecl: fuch flave punifuable' with aeath or 
tranfportation ; and that upon any fuch trial no peremptory challenge of any 

_juror, or any exception to the form of the indictment, fh~U be allowed. 

58th .. Anc!. be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes Exe~ution ho'Y lo 

where the punilhment of death is to be irifliB:ed, .the execution !hall be performed be performed .. , 
in fome public place, and with due folemnity ; and · care fhall be · ta:ken by the 

( 18.) E gaoler, 



BA HA MAS. gaoler, confi:able, or marfhal, that the prifoner be free fi:om intgxjeatioa _at the _ 
------ time of trial and eX:ecution ; and the mode of f uch execution lhall be hangmg by 

the neck arid no other ; and the body !hall be afterwards difpofed of as the court 
fuall dir;a : Pr-ovided always, that where feveral flaves are capitally convia:ed for · 

I" 
• j ..,. 

Slaves giving falfe 
evidence to fuffor 
fuch punifhment as 
the perfon accufed 
would, if gailty, 
be liable tG fnffer. · 

Gaol fees for 
Gaves who -die in 
<:uftody to ·be paid 
by the public. 

the fame offence, one only tball fuffer death, except in cafes of murdel' or 
rebellion. · 

59th. And be it foJther enacted by the authority aforefai~, That any flave wil
fully giving falfe ~vidence on any trial to be had unde_r this acl: fhall. fuffer the 
f~me punifhment as the perfon or pe:fons on whofe tnal fuch falfe ev1_dence was 
given would if convicted have been_ liable ~o fuffe:, or fuch other pumthment as 
the jufiices (hall award, not extendmg to hfe or hmb. 

6oth. And be it further eRacted by the authority aforefaid, That when any flave 
or flaves fhall be difcharged by proclamation, or !hall die in cufi:ody, the marfhal, 
gaoler~ or workhoufe-keeper fuall be entitled to receive out_ of the public !reafury 
al'l fuch fees as {hall be due· for· fuch flave or flaves at the time of f uch d1fcharge 
or death. 

Record of proceed- 6 1 ft. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That a record lhall _ 
ings to be kept by be entered up of all proceedings upon the trials of flaves for any crime that fuail 
the clerk of th€ 

be punifhable with death or tranf portatio~, in a book to be kept for that purpofc peace. 

If-is ees. 

. by the clerk of the peace, who is hereby required to attend all fuch trials, and to 
-record the proceedings within thirty days after fuch trials, under the penalty of 
twenty po1:1nds for every fuch neglecl: ; and he fhall be entitled, upon producing 
the certificate of the juftices, to have and receive out of the public treafury the 
fum of three pounds for attending each trial, and for entering up the record, and 
any other bufinefs incident thereto, and no more. 

Cor,'.!1:ables to attend 62d. And be it further enacl:ed, That the confiables of the refp~tive Hlands 
flave-coutts :- and dilbiets fhall be obliged to attend every fuch trial or court under the penalty 
Their fees. of twenty pounds for fuch negle&l: ; and the confiable executing any fentence 

£hall be entitled to receive out of the public treafury the fum of forty £billings, 
upon producing the ce,rtificate of the juftice as aforefaid. · · 

Jurors who negleB: 63d. And be it enacted, That any perfon who {hall be drawn and duly fum-
to attend to forfeit f • £ 6. moned to ferve as a juror on any trial to be had by virtue o.. this act, and who 

fhall neglect to attend, or after appearance {hall depart without leave, iliall forfeit 
the fu~ of fix pounds. . 

D_ue notice of the 64th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no trial of any 
ttrta~ of a_ny flave h flave fuaU be had un~il after reafonable and fufficient notice of fuch trial fhaH have 
o tie given to t e t . h · fr. h ~ h. h h · 

proprietor or his )een given to t e owner or proprietor o !UC flave, or to · 1s, er,or t err attorneyoF 
attorney. attornies or other repre_fentative or reprefentatives, where any fuch can conveniently 

be found within the colony ; any law, ufage, or cufrom to the contrary notwith
fi:anding. 

Not more than 6 5th. .And be it further enacted by the authority fl,forefaid, 'that in_ all cafes r6\ to he _allowed where any flave fhall r~ceive fentence of death or tranfportation, the jury fhall 
a!/ n!v~u~ic f;rd appraife and v:alue fuch flave, ~ad the jufl:iees fhall certify fuch valuation: Provided 
or franfport:a~ e always, that fuch valuation fhall not in any cafe exceed fixty pounds for any one 

· flave; and provided alfo, if it fhall appear tliat the owner or poifeffor of fuch flave 
had treated him or her with inhumanity, and that neceffity or hard ufage might 
hav~ driven fuch flave to the commiffion of the offence of which he or fhe fhall 
have been convicl:ed, that then and in f uch cafe n9 valuation fuall be made nor 
certificate granted, and the owner fhall Qot be entitled to receive any; allowance 
whatever for fuch flave from the public. , 

Mth~~ely arififmJ from 66th.. And be it further enacted by the authorit:y aforefaid, That in all cafes 
e 1a es o uaves h fl l d r • • 

f?ld for tranfporta- w: ere any ave va ue as ar?refa1d lhall be ex~cuted or tranfported by virtue of 
t10n, to ~e paid into th~s acl:~ fuch fiave fhall be paid for at the pubhc expenfe ; and the net money 
the public ~reafury. clr.Jfing from the fale of any flave fold for tranfportation fhall be 2ocouated for on 

9ath by the provofi m~rfu~l or his deputy, and paid over to the receiver general 
for the ufe of the pubhc. 



BAHAMAS. 67th. And be it fu~ther enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That any negro or 
other flave who £hall be tranfported from thefe Iflands by virtue of this acl:, and -----
fhall wilfully return from tranf portation, £hall upon conviction fuffer death Slaves returning 

· h fi f l from tranf portatfon,. 
wit out bene t o c ergy. . _ .. to fuffer death~ 

68th. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That when any Perfons concealing 
warrant 1baU be granted by any one or more of His Majefty's juftices of the flaves againft 

peace againfl: any flave who cann~t be taken, the owner; attorney, poffeffor, ;hll~ warrant~ 

guardian, or overfeer of every fuch flave £hall be ferved with a copy of the faid ro:rei/t~:rte_ ~ to 

warrant; and if he, the, or they do not fend or produce fuch fJave to the juftice 
or juflices, to be dealt with according t0 law, and it fhall after~ards be proved 
that fuch owner, atton~ey, guardian, poffeffor, or overfeer wilfully detained or 
concealed fuel! flave, he, fhe, or they {hall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds. 

69th. And be it further enacl:ed, That all fuch negroes, mulattoes, mufl:ees Manumitted 
and Indians as have been flaves, and have been or {hall be made free, £hall for n~groes,. &c. ta be 
all mifdemeandrs and offences under the degree 0f felony be tried and adjudged tried _as naves, for 
· d r h · b r d" n d .c ~ h . l f fl d h .d all m1fdemeanors m manner an 1orm: erem- e1ore 1reue tor t e tna o aves, aa t e ev1 ·ence under felony. 
of a flave or flaves £hall be admitt_ed ·on fuch trials; any law, ufage, or cufiom to 
the contrary notwithfianding. 

70th. And whereas mifdemeanors and offences of inferior degrees are frequently Crimes u·ode! 

committed by flaves, which ought to be punifhed in a fummary manner ; be it teloEy committ~d 

therefore enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for tJed ai:e: C::Jma;y 
any two juftices of the peace in a fummary manner to hear and determine a11 ?1a~ner by any two 
crimes and mifdemeanors below felony, committed by any fiave or flaves, giving Jufhces of the 

fuflicient notice to the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves, or his, her, or their peaee. 

attorney or attornies, or the perfoa having the caire of fuch flave or flaves, of the 
time and place of trial; and to order and direct fuch punifhment to be inflicted on any 
fuch flave as the faid juftices in their difcretion fhall think fit, not exceeding fifty 
lafhes ; and the conil:able attending any fuch t.rial, and executing any fuch fentence, 
thall be entitled to have and receive ten fhillings, to be paid by the mafter, owner, or 1 

poffeffor of fuch flave or flaves ; on non-payment whereof it £hall and may be lawful 
for the juHices to iffue their warrant for levying the fame, together with cofis 
and charges. 

· h · c • When a workhoufe 
71fi. And be 1t further enacled by t e authority a10refa1d, That no runaway flave is eftahlifhed 

{hall on any account be committed to gaol by any magiftrate of a parifh where runaways taken up 
there {hall be a workhoufe efi:ablifued, but to fuch workhoufe only. _to be committed to 

1t only. 
72d. And be it enaB:ed, That in all cafes in which by this prefent act, or by Powers veiled 

any other act of the General Aifernbly, any power or authority is vefied in the in t~ices and 

jufiices and ve!l:ries, fuch power and authority lhall be executed by the juftices or vet ries dtobbe_ t1.· 

f h 
1 

• ·fl d h h ft · b h ft execute · y JU1.1:1.ces any two o t em m 1 an s w ere t 1ere are no ve nes, or y t e ve rymen or or velhies in 
any fix of them in iflands where there are no juftices. Inands where ther, 

• J: [; .d Th ll r r . are not both. 7 3d. And be it further enacted by the authqr1ty a10re a1 , · at a 1or1e1tures Mode pf recovery 
and penalties given by this acl:, of which the recovery and application have not of for~eitures and 

been otherwife direcled, £hall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered in a p~n~lties ; 
fummary manner before any two of His Majefty's jufl:ices of the peace, and fhall 
be levied, together with cofts, by difirefa and fale of the offender'·s goods and 
chattels; and, if exceeding twenty pounds, fhall be recovered, together with cofts, 
in the general court of thefe iflands, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, 
wherein no effoin, proteel:ion, wager of law, or non vult ulterius profequi, fhall and_ their appli

·~be · allowed or entered; one moiety of which penalties £hall be to the ufe of the cation. 
parilh where the offence fhall have been committed, and the other moiety .to the 
-~nformer, or to him, her, or t~em who fhall fue for the fame. · 

· fi h n d b h h · £ r ·d ,.fh h. n d Conti1mance of .7 4th. And be 1t urt er .ena'"-1.e . y t e a~t oruy a1ore1~1 ·, .at t !s au, an this Aa:. 
every claufe, matter, and thmg therem contained, iliall ·contlnue and be m force for 
and during the term of two years from the paffing thereof, and from thence to 
the end of the then nex•t feffion·of the General Affembly, and no longe~ •. 

AN 
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BAHAMAS. 

Preamble. 

Certain Acts 
fufpended. 

Claims to freedom 
to be tried only in 
the general court. 

Regulations for 
fuch trial. 

No. 3. 

AN ACT tor -fixing _the mode of trying Quefi:ions relative to the Freedom 
of Negroes, and other Perfons of Colour, and for fufpending certain Acls 
therein mentioned. [14th J~nuary 1805.J 

"WHEREAS many inconvenien~es have arifen from the mode of trying quefiions 
relative to the freedom of negroes and other perfons of colour, as eftablifhed in _and 
by an Aet paffed in the twenty-eighth year of His Majefiy's reign, intituled " An 
AB: for explaining and amending an AB: paffed in the twenty-fourth year of H is 
Majefty's reign, intituled ' An Acl: for govefning negroes, mulattoes, mufl:ees, 
and Indians, and for fufpending feveral Acts therein mentioned :" May it there
fore pleafe your Majeft:y; that it may be enacted and be it enacl:ed by his Excellency 
Charles Cameron, Efquire, your Majefty's Captain-general and Governor in chief, 
the Council and the Affembly of your Majefty's faid Ifla:nds, and it is hereby 
enacted and ordained by the authority of the fame, That the aforefaid firft-mentioned 
AB:, and all and every other All: and Acl:s or clauf es of Acts of the General 
Aff embl y, fo far forth as the fame do relate to the trial of q ueflions concerning the 
freedom. of negroes or other perfons of colour, be fuf pended, and the fame are 
hereby accordingly fuf pended, during the continuance of this Act. . 

2d. And be it enaB:ed, That from ind after the paffing of this Act all quefiions 
relating to the freedom or flavery of negroes or other perfons of colour fu~ll be 
tried and determined in his Majefty's general court of thefe iflands, and not elfe
where; any law, ufage, or cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding. 

3d. And be it enall:ed, That in all cafes in which application fua ll be made to 
the general court, or in time of vacation to any of th~ judges of the general court, 
or on any out ifland to any two magiftrates of the fame, where there are four, 
and if lefs than four to any one magifirate, with the a(fiftance and concurrence .of 
any three or more freeholders, for and in behalf of any negro or other perfon of 
colour, pretending to or claiming freedom, and praying that his or her claim may 
be inquired into, it fhall and may be lawful for the court or judge, magiftrates or 
magiftrate, and freeholders aforefaid, as the cafe may be, to direcl: the perfon fo 
claiming his, her, or their freedom to fl:ate the grounds upon which he, £he, or 
they fo claim ; and if fufficient grounds fhall appear in fupport of the claim or 
claims to freedom, then and in fuch cafe to appoint fome fit perfon to be guardian 
of fuch negro or other perfon of colour, for the purpofe of profecuting a fuit in 
the nature of an aB:ion of ravifhment of ward, homine replegiando, or other fit 
action, to try his or her claim to freedom; in which ~uit the plaintiff £hall be 
admitted to fue in forma pauperis ; and the judgment therein given £hall be binding 
againfl: all and every p~rfon and perfons who !hall be a party or parties to the fame. 

How if daimant be 4th. And be it further enaaed, That in cafe any claim to freedom lhall arife on 
" on any out ifland. an out ifland, and be fupported on fufficient grounds as aforefaid, it fhall and may 

be lawful for the faid magifl:rates or magiftrate, with the affifl:ance and concurrence 
of three or more freeholders, to oblige the owner or perfon fo holding the 
faid negro or other perfon of colour in bondage, either to refign ali right to the 
perfon fo claiming his, her, or their freedom, or to enter into fufficient fecurity 
for the fending fuch perfon or perfons to the general court at Naffau for trial 
within fix weeks after fuch examination, a copy of the proceedings of which either 
the plaintiff or d~fendant may demand, upon payment of a reaforiable charge for 
the fame ; and m cafe of any neglect on the part of the judge, magifirates or 
rnagifirate, and freeholders, by refufing to _examine and take cognizance of any 
fuch claim to freedom, he or they, as the cafe may be, fhall for every fuch neglect 
be ~iable to. a pe!1alty of one hundre~ po?nds; one moiety of which fhall go to His 
MaJefty, his heirs and fucceifors, m aid of the fupport of his government and 
the other moiety to the perfon fuing for the fame. ' 

. 5th. And 
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5th. And be it further enacl:ed, That any negro or other perfon of colour BAHAMAS. 
claiming his or her freedom as aforefaid fhall forthwith be committed to the -----
common gaol, workhoufe, or other place of fafe cuftody, at the difcretion of the Ho~ claimant to 

court or judge, magifirates or magifirate, and freeholders, as the cafe may be, b~ difpofehd of_p
1
re-

h · r 1 h r. • {h 11 b . d" p ·a d I h . /L II VlOUS tot e tna . t ere to remam 10 ong as t e imt a e pen mg: rov1 e a ways, t · at 1t rna 
and may be lawful for the court, or for any of the judges thereof in time of 
vacation, or for the magiftrates or magiftrate, and freeholders, to ·make an order 
for delivering fuch negro or other perfon of cokmr to the cuftody of his or her 
guardian, or of any other indifferent perfon, taking fecurity in a fufficient recogni
zance for the appearance of fuch negro or other perfon of colour, and for the 
payment of fuch reafonable wages as the court may award in cafe judgment fhall 
be given for the defendant, and that thecourt or judge, magifhates or magifirate, and 
freeholders, may from time to time make fuch further order or orders ref peB:ing the 
fafe cufiody of any fuch negro or other perfon of colour claiming his or her freedom 
as aforefaid, or ref peeling his or her labour, wages, fupport, :or maintenance, as 
may be for the benefit of the party in whofe favour judgment may eventually be 
given ; and that ~ny perfon or perfons difobeying any fuch or~er fuall and may 
be proceeded againft and punifued as for a contempt. . 

6th. And be it further enacted, That in any fuch action as aforefaid the plain- Quefl:ion of free .. 
tiff's title of freedom only £hall be infified on, and nominal damages only £hall be d?m only to be 

awarded ~ Provided always, that it fuall and may be lawful for any negro or other t~ied: 
perfon of colour, in whofe favour judgment £hall have been given in any fuch Frotvthfo; .bt~t. 

· f h · h h d · · h f . d r I ano er ac mn may action, ort wit to ave an mamtam anot er mt, an recover rea1onab e wages afterwards bemain-
or damages, upon a quantum meruit for work, labour, and fervice by him or her tained for wages: 
done and performed for the defendant or defendants, for fuch time only as it fhall 
appear that the faid negro or other perfon of colour had made known his, her, o:r 
their claim or title to freedom to fuch defendant or defendants fo holding them 
in bondage. 

7th. And be it further enacted, That this Act fhall not extend or .be conftrued Former decifions 
to extend to enable the faid court to take cognizance of the claim or claims of any not to be over
negro or other perfons of colour who ihall at any time heretofore have been hauled. 

declared and adjudged a fiave by any other court lawfully conftituted, and having 
competent jurifdiaion on the fubjeB:-matter. 

8th. And be it enaB:ed, That this AB: fhall continue and be in force for and Continuance of this 
during the term of three years from and after the paffing thereof, and from thence Act. 
to the end of the then next feffion of the General Affembly. 

No. 4 . . 

AN ACT to continue an Act paffed in the Forty .. fifth year of His Majefiy's 
reign, .intituled " An Acl: for trying Quefiions relative to the freedom 
of Negroes and other perfons of Colour, and for fuf pending certain Acts 
therein mentioned.'' [29th February 1808.J 

'\VHE REAS an Act paffed tn the forty .. fifrh year of His Majefty'~ reign, Aa relative to the 
intituled " An Act for trying queftions relative to the freedom of negroes. a!}d other freedom of fiaves 
perfons of colour, and for fufpending certain Acts therein mentioned," is about to continued for feven 

expire ; and whereas it is expedient that the fame be further continued : May it years. 

therefore pleafe your Majefty that it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by his 
Excellency Charles Cameron Efquire, your Majefty's Captain-general and Gm~ernor 
in chief, the Council and Affembly of the Bahama Iflands, and it'is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the fame, That the above-recited act, and every claufe, pro-
vifion, matter, and thing therein contained; fhall be and the fame are hereby 
continued in force, from and after the pafiing of this Act, for and during the term. 
oLfeven years, and from thence to the end of the then next f effion of the General 
Affembly. 

(18.) F No. 5. 



BAHAMAS. 

·Preamblee 

No pe~fons ·on 
Turks Ifiands to 
retail f pirituous 
liquors without 
licence. 

No. 5. 

AN ACT to prevent perfons on Turks Iflands from retailing Spirituous 
Liquors without being licenfed, from trafficking with Slaves, and for 
-other purpof es therein mentioned ; and to fuf pend fo much of an Act, 
intituled, '' An Act to amend an Act made and paffed in the forty-fifth· 
year of His Majefly's Reign, intituled ' An Act to prevent perfons on the 
Out Iflands retailing Spirituous Liquors without being licenced, from 
trafficking with Slaves, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,' as 
,extends to Turks Iflands aforefaid. [31ft December 1808. J 

WHEREAS the population of Turks Iflands bath of late years confiderably 
facreafed, and it bath been deemed necdfary that certain regulations and rules 
fhould be adopted relative to the retailers off pirituous liquors, and that fuch per
fons fhould contribute towards the fupport of this government: We, your Majefiy's 
,dutiful and loyal fubjec1s, the Aifembly of the Bahama Hlands, do rrioft humbly 
befeech your Majefty that it may be enacted, and be itenacred by his Honour William 
Munnings Vaffey Efquire, Prefident and_ Commander in chief in and over the faid 
Bahama Iflands, the Council and Aff embly of the fame, and it is here by enacted and 
•ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after the expiration of three 
months after. the paffing of this Aft, . it fhall not be lawful for any ·perfon or perfons 
whomfoever on Turks Iflands aforefaid, either by himfelf, herfelf, or themfelves, or 
by any perfon or perfons whomfoever to be employed for him, her, or them, or his, 
her or their benefit, to retail any rum, punch, or any other mixture of diftilled fpi-
:rituous liquors, or other liquors, without taking out a licence for th_at purpofe; which. 
licence fhall be iffued under the hand and feal of the governor or commander in 
chief for the time being, on a certificate being produced, under the hands of five 
refident jufl:ices of the peace, that the perfon applying for fuch licence is duly 

. b qualified and fit to be trufted with fuch licence ; and upon receh,ing · a certificate 
L~tnc~ ·how to e from the deputy receiver general and treafurer of the faid iflands, that the fom of . 
0 

ame · ten poands bath been duly paid for fuch licence, and upon payment of the ufual 
fees efiablifhed by law, which fum fhall be remitted and paid into the public 
treafury of thefe Iflands for and towards the fupport of the government thereof, 
which licence £hall be good and in force for and during the term of one year from 

No f pirituo,is 
liquors to be 
retailed before fix 
o'clock in the 
morning, nor after 
eight o'clock in the 
evening. 

Perfons having 
licences to retail 
f pirituous liquors 
fhall have their 
names marked 
over their doors. 

Penalty on free 
perfons purchafing 
falt from Dav~s. 

the date thereof, and no longer. 

2d. And be it further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That no perfon or 
perfons to whom fuch licence or licences as aforefaid f!lall be granted fhall fell or 
dif pofe of any rum or mixture of rum, or other diftilled f pirituous liquors, or other 
liquors, before fix o'clock in the morning, or after eight o'clock in the evening, 
under a penalty of five pounds for every offence. 

3d. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That no perfon or 
perfons whofomever, not having a licence grant€d in manner herein-before direaed 
and in force, fhall vend, fell, difpofe of, or deliver any rum, mixture of rum, or 
any other difliHed f pirituous liquors, or other liquors by retail, under the penalty of 
fifty pounds ; and that every f uch perfon to whom fuch licence fhall be . granted 
fuall put his or her name in a confpicuous place over the door of his or her houfe 
or fhop, with the words "licenfed to retail fpirituous liquors," under the penalty 
of bemg deemed an unlicenfed perfon under this Aa, and punifhed accordingly. 

4th. And whereas flaves a.re often encouraged to fteal falt, to which they have 
ac<;:€fs, by the keepers of dram.-fhops, and -other evil-dif pofed perfons who buy and 
veceive the fame ; for remedy whereof, be it enafred, That from aQd after the 
expiration 0£ three,-months after the paffing of this All:; it fhall and may be lawful 
to. profecate and punifh an1 free perfon buying or receiving any falt from any fiav-e 
or flaves, as for a mif demean or, by fine or imprifonment, although the fi.ave or 
perfon who may have ftolen the fame be not oonviaed; which profecution and 
conviaion fhaU exempt fuch receiver from being punifhed as an acceff ory if the 
principal {hould afterwards be con vicl:ed. ' 

5th. And 
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5th. And be it further enaaed by the ·authority aforefaid, That any perfoh within BAHAMAS. 
the faid Turks lflanos, who fuall fell to any perfon or perfons, at any one time lefs p fi £ ll' . 
than three gallons of rum, or other difi:illed fpirituous liquors, fuall be deemed a li~~o0:;sll~ -i~r: . 
retailer within the ~ntent and meaning of this Act. . qua~tities th.an 

three gallons to be 
6th. And be it further enall:ed by the authGrity aforefaid, That all offences deemed retailers. 

againft this Aet £hall and tnay be lawfully heard, adjudged, tried and determined by Offences againft 
any three or more junices of the peace 'refident on the faid Turks l:tlands where t~is Ac.\) how to be 

the offence fuall be committed ; and aU penalties and forfeitures impofed .by this . tr!eddand deter-

1 Act fhall be levied under and by virtue of a warrant under the hands and feals mme • 
uf fuch jufiices of the peace, and fhall be to the ufe of our Sovereign Lord the 
King, his heirs a~d fucceifors, for and towards the fupport of this government. 

7th. And be it enafled by the authority aforefaid, That f~ much of an AB: rr 0f ~n AB: 
intituled " An Act to am.end an Act made and paff~d in the forty-fifth year of his u pen e • 

Majefty's reign, intituled 'An Act to prevent perfons on the Out Iflands :retailing 
f pirituous liquors without being ]icenced, from trafficking with naves, and for oth€r 
purpofes therein mentioned," as applies to Turlts Iflands aforefaid,, be fufpended; 
and the fame is hereby fufpended accordingly. 

8th. And be it further enacred by the authority aforefaid, That this A€t iliall con- Continuance of this 

tinue and be in force, from and after the expiration of three months from and after Aa. 
the paffing of this AB:, for and during the term of two years, and from thence 
to the end of the next feffion of the General Affembly, and no longer. 

No. 6. 

AN ACT for regulating the Hire of Slaves, Carts, Waggons, and Drays, 
and for other purpofes therein mentioned. [1 dl: Decembe~ 1.8G8.J 

WHEREAS it is highly requifite and neceffary that the hire of flaves, carts, Preamble.· 
waggons and drays, within ihe Ifland of New Providence, fhould be duly afcer-
tained, and the fame properly regulated and reftricted : May it therefore pleafe 
your Majefiy that it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by his Honour WiUia~ 
Vefey Munnings Efquire, Prefident and Commander in chief, the Council and 
Affembly. of the faid Iflands, That from and after the paffing of this Act it lhall hq~ners

1 
of;f flaves 

b I f 1 .c • h r · r h · h d · n. · mng t 1e ame t o not e aw u .1or any proprietor or ot er p€r1on or perions avmg t e ire~L10n or work 
O 

t fh 11 
managemen~ of aoy flave in the Ifland of New Providence to fuffer or permit regi~e_r ~heir a 
fuch flave or flaves to hire themfelves out to work, either on board of veffels or names in t.he p~lice 
on the fhore, as porters or labourers, without firft regifl:ering the names of fuch office, aod obtam 
11 • h 1· offi d b · · h f b d · h h b therefrom a copper naves m t e po ice- ce, an o tammg t ere rom acopper a ge, wit t e num er badge to be worn 
of fuch fiave marked thereon ; which badge is to be worn on the jacket or frock on th; jacket or 
of the faid flave in a confpicuous manner. , frock of the flave. 

~d. And be it further enacl:ed, That any perfon or perfons hiring or employing, :Penalty on perfons , 
either on board of veifels or on fhore, any flav~ or flaves not having, a copper e~ploying ~aves 

badge as aforefaid, lliall be liable to the penalty of five pou~ds for every flave f<? r1t~iutd havmg · 
employed, befides double the wages of fuch flave or ilaves, to be paid to the uc a ge. 
owner or perfon having the management of the fame. 

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority afo~efaid, That the, ~clting Af¼ing •~agiftrate 
magifirate fhall, on application of the owner ot perfon having the management of fhaU regfift

0
er the 

f, h fl fl . f h f . · names o aves, 
any uc ave or aves, reg1fter the names o t e fame, and o their owner or and furnilh badges. 
owners, in a book to be kept for that purpofe, and £hall fornifh a copp~r badge to -
be worn by fuch flave or flaves, upon. payment of one doUar each. 

h ,\" d b · f · ·· h~ · .a: d b b. · ,.. u .. • £ ; . • ,.J 1'h · r Badges fhall not be 4t . .nn .· . e 1t rtrt ~r ena~Le_ y tue au 1<10r1ty, arote1alth, at any, per1on or WQrn b any other 
perfons' obtammg any fudi badges {hall not' allow the1 fame to be· worn by any other flaves t6an thofe 
flave or flaves than thofe for. whom the fame has been obtained at the police-office, for who1:1 the fame 
nor for any longer time than fuch 11!1e or flaves fli~rt· be pertrtiued Mt hire -th'em- are o:btaitiea. 
£ I ' 1~ £ ,. ·d 'd • ~ dh h rE. J•'· ..: . -~, 11 ff 111. n JL ll On the death of e ves out to wor c a10re1a1 ; an on tue c;af , :a!a e, or ,emovar o acn 11ave,, 11t1a: aaves, their badges 

:f(!t\lrD' fhall be returned 
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EAHAMAS. · return the badge into the police-office, under a penalty of , five pounds for each ~nd 

into the_police 
office. 
No perfon Atall let 
for hire any cart, 
waggon, or dray, 
without a licence 
from the commif
.fioners of roads. 

Licenfed cart, &c. 
to have the name of 
the owner painted 
thereon, and be 
numbered and-re• 
giftered in , the 
police-offic_~· 

Owners of caru, 
&c. liable for any 
damage done 
tltueby, or the 
.flaves having 
charge thereof. 

Penalty on perfons 
driving carts, &c. 
riding thereon 
within the town . 
and-f uburbs. 

every --offence. 

5th. And the better to prevent damage being done to the ftreets, lanes, and 
alleys of the town of Naifau and fuburb~ by heavy carriages, be it enaaed, That 
no perfon 'f.haH let or drive for hire any cart, waggon, or dray, within the limits 
of the faid town and fuburbs, without -having firft obtained a licence for fo doing 
from the commiffioners of roads, ftreets, and highways for the town and difl:ria: of 
Naifau, for which licence !hall .be paid five pounds per annum for every fuch cart, 
waggon, or dray ; and the money for foch licences !hall be paid into the hands of 
the commiffioners, to be applied towards keeping the faid fireets, lanes, and al1eys 
clean and in repair ; and in cafe any perfon within the limits aforefaid £hall let or 
drive for hire any cart, waggon, or dray, without having obtained fuch licence, every 
fuch perfon fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch offence ten pounds, to be applied 
-.as aforefaid. 

,6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every cart, 
waggon, or dray licenfed as a.forefaid, fhall have painted on them the name of the 
owner, and be numbered and regifiered in the police-office, and no perfon !hall 
deface the faid name or number under the penalty of fifty pounds ; and all flaves 
driving fuch cart, waggon, or dray !hall be regifl:ered, and have a badge as aforefaid, 
under a penalty of ten pounds, to be paid by the owner of every fuch cart or dray 
for every offence. 

7th. And be -it further enat1:ed by the authority aforefaid, That the owner of all 
carts, waggons, and-drays fhall be liable for any damage done by any fuch carts, 
waggons, or drays, or by the flaves having charge thereof . 

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon 
driving any cart, waggon, or dray in any of the fireets, lanes, or alleys in the faid 
town or fuburbs, fhall ride upon fuch cart, waggon, or dray, not having fome other 
perfon on foot to guide the fame, every fuch offender, being convia:ed before the 
a6:ing magiftrates by the oath of one credible witnefs, fhall forfeit and pay the fum 
of twenty {billings, and if a flave, the fame to be paid by his owner or employer ; 
and in default of fuch payment the offender to be committed to the workhoufe or 
common gaol, and receive fuch punifhment as the magiftrates fhall judge proper, 

· not exceeding thirty-nine lafhes. 

Rates of porterage, 9th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That the rates of 
cartage, &c. to be porterage, cartage, and drayage, fhall be from time to time fixed and afcertained 
fixed by the com., h £ 
miffioners. by t e commiffi?ners of roads, fireets, and highways 1or the town of Naffa~. 

Fines how to be 
_ recovered. 

Continuance-of 
this Act 

1 oth. And be it further enalted by the authority aforefaid, That all fines impofed 
by this A6:, under the fum of twenty pounds, fhall be recovered in a fummary way 
before the magiftrates of police; and all fums above twenty pounds by acl:ions of 
debt, bill, plaint, or information, in his Majefty's general court. 

1 1 th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That this Alt !hall 
continue and be in force from and after the pafiing thereof for and during the 
term of ten years, and from thence until the end of the then next feffion of the 
General Affembly, and no longer. 

No. 7. 
AN ACT to continue in force an Acl: to prohibit the purchafing, felling, 

hiring, or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein excepted; 
and for other purpofes therein mentioned. [31ft December 1808.] 

Foreign Slue Ac\ WHEREAS the above-recited Act will expire ; and whereas it is expedient and 
continued. nec~ifary tha~ the fame fhould be further continued : May it therefore pleafe your 

MaJefiy that 1t may be enacted ; and be it enacted by his Honour William Vefey 
, Munnings 



( ~s ) 
Munnings Efquire, Prefident and Co~nmander in Chief, the Council and Affemfuly of BAHAMAS~ 
your Majefl y's Bahama Iflands, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the fame, -----
That the faid Act, and every ,matter, claufe, and thing therein contained, £hall be 
and the fame are hereby continued in full force, from and after the paffing of this 
Acl:, for and during the term of tGn years, and from t~ence to the end of the then 
next feffion of general affernbly, and no longer. 

No. 8. 

AN ACT to further continue an AB: intituled '' An Act to bring into one 
Ac\: the feveral Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further 
protection and fecurity, for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged 
with Capital Offences, for fufpending the feveral AB:s and claufes of Acl:s 
therein mentioned, and for other purpofes." [3d November I 809.J 

WHEREAS an Acl:, intituled " An Acr to contim1e and bring into one Act the Confolidated Sla~e 
feveral laws relating to flaves, and for giving them further protection and fecurity, Act continued.. 
for altering the mode of trial of fla ves charged with capital offence~, for fuf pending 
the-feveral AB:s and claufes of Acl:s therein mentioned, and for other purpofes," 
will fuortJy expire ; and whereas the faid AB: has been found beneficial, and it is 
expedient that the fame fhould be further continued : May it therefore pleafe your 
Majefl:y that it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by his Honour William Vefey 
Munnings Efquire, Prefident and Commander in Chief, the Council and Affembly 
of your faid Hlands, and it is hereby enaded and ordained by the authority of the 
fame, That the faid Act, anci every matter, claufe, and thing therein contai.~ed, 
lhall continue and be in force from and after the paffing of this Act for and during 
the term of feven years, and from t,hence to the end of the tnen next f~ffion of the 
Grneral Affembly. 

BARBADOES ISLANDo 

No . 9 . 

.AN ACT to remove doubts concerning the trial of Slaves manumitted after 
the commiffion of Felonies of which they may ft.and accufed~ [14th March 
I 809.] . 

WHEREAS doubts have arifen whether a flave accufed of murder or any other Preamble. 
felony, and manumitted after the commif1ion of the aB: for which he is accufed, is 
amenable and fubjecl: to the laws and {latutes of this Ifland now in force for the trial 
of flaves charged with the commiffion of the aforefaid felonies ; be it therefore . 
enaB:ed by the Honourable fohn Spooner, Prefident of His Majefty's Council, and 
Commander in Chief of this lfland, chancellor .ordinary an.a v-ice admiral of the_fame, 
the honourable the members of his Majefiy's .CouncH Jl»a ·the General Affembly of 
this Hland, and by the authority of the fame, That ~ny flave or fiaves •accufed of Claufe 1 ft. 
murder, or any other felony or felonies> :£hall ,be 1liable to be tried as a flave, and A flave aocufed of 
fhall be amenable and fubjecl: to all the 1aws and flatutes ·of this Hland now in.force felony- lhall be tried 
for regulating and directing the trial of fiaves ; notwithfl:and-ing anv attempt to elude afts ad~ave, .n.otwith• 

h I d d f . ir.. r • , ,_ ' an mg any manu-
t e aw by any dee or . eeds o manum1u10n to the 1a1d flave Qr !£laves executed after miffion ex~cu:ted 
the commiffioh of the faid murder, or any ot-her felony -or felonies 6if. which ·the fai~ after ,the commif
flave or flaves fuall ftand charged with the commiffion. fion of the felony. 

And be it urther ena:cted by the auth~rity aforefaio, That ~aH d~eds of manumif- Claufe 2d. 
fion of any flave or Raves, •after-the commi,ffi~n of .. any murder or other 'fel0ny of All manumiffions 
'"'hich the faid flav-e or fiaves is or are accufed, and previous to the trial and acquittal ~flflaves accufe<ldof •·· 

( 8 ) G 1e any, execute 
I • of bet.~een the corn .. 
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:BARBADOES. 

miffion therwf and 
trial of the fiaves, 
{hall be void. 

P reamble, 

• J j,. 

• ! ; ~ ~ 

of the faid flave or flaves for the faid offence or offences, are and !halt be of no 
effea, and fhall be void to all intents and p~rpof es. 

Read three times, and paff ed the t; Read three times, and paff ed the 
Council unanimoufly, this 14th ~ GeneralAffembly unanimoufly, 
day of February 1809. ~ the 14th day of February 1809. 

'Jos Dottin Hujbands, ~ James Grafett, 
D. Clerk of the Council. ~ Aaing Clerk of the General Affembly. 

Affented to by his Honour the Prefident on the 14th day of March 1 809. 
- . Jos Dottin Hujhands, D. Sec. 

DOMINICA ISLAND. 

No. 10. 

AN' ACT to regulate the manumitting of Slaves in this Hland, to impofe a 
tax upon manumifiions, and to impofe a tax upon all free and mam~
mitted perfons coming to this Hland. [ 1 ~th June 1 81 o.] 

WHEREAS the Acl: of this Ifland, intituled '' An Act to impofe a further tax 
on the manumifiion of flaves in this Ifland, and for other purpofes,'' has been found 
inadequate to the purpofe$ for which it was paifed, and the provifions thereof have 
been evaded, to the great detriment of the revenue of this Hland ; we therefore, 
Your Majefty's dutiful and loyal fubjecl:s, the Lieutenant.governor, Council and 
Affembly of this Your Majefty's Hland of Dominica, humbly pray Your mofi Ex~ 
cellent Majefiy that it may be enacl:ed and ordained ; 

Claufe 1ft. And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That on 
the manumitting of all flaves born in this Ifland, or originally imported into this 
Hland from the coaft of Africa, or who fhall have been imported into the fame 
under the age of ten years, there £hall be paid into the public treafury of this Hland 
the fum of fix teen pounds ten fhillings current money ; and the treaf urer, on payment 
thereof, {hall fign a receipt at the foot of the infl:rument manumitting the fame ; and 
on th~ manumifiion of all other flaves not born in this Ifland, or ·not imported as 
above mentioned, there £hall be paid the fum of thirty .. three pounds in the manner 
and form above prefcribed. -

Claufe 2d. And be it and it is hereby enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
withoutfuchtreafurer's receiptforthepayment of the tax hercbyimpofed, the regifier 
ihall not receive any fuch manumiffion to be recorded, nor fhall fuc_h manumiffion 
be deemed good or effecl:ual to manumit any flave or flaves : And in order to 
afcertain fuch flaves as may be born in this Hland, or originally imported into the 
fame, or who may have been imported under the age of ten years, 

Claufe 3d. Be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That there 
fhall be annexed to the faid manumiffion the following affidavit: " I, A. B. make 
" oath, that the flave or flaves mentioned to be manumitted by me is or are a native 
'~ of this Ifland, or originally imported into this Ifland from the coaft of Africa, ot 
" 1:"as or were imported into the fame under the age of ten years, as th,e cafe may b,e; '' 
wh~ch oath any of the juftices of the court of common pleas of the faid Hland, the 
regdl:er ~r th: ~ep~ty regifter, are hereby authorized and empowered to adminifter, 
and . for adm1mfter11?-g the fame they !h~ll be entitled to receive from the party 
makmg fuch affidavit the fum of fix fhilhngs current money of the faid Ifland. 

Claufe 4th. And be it and it is hereby enaB:ed by the authority- aforefaid, That 
-no J>erfon of colour coming from another Hland or colony to this· Hland fhall be 
entitled to the privileges of free or manumitted perfons until the perfon fo coming 
· · . fhall 



DOMINICA. fhall pay a tax of th~rty-three fhillings into th~ public :treafury of this Ifland (for 
which the treafurer fhall give a receipt), and fhall recor~lhis or ,her manumiffion, or .----~~
an authenticated copy thereof, certified under the hand of tfae .fecretary of the 
Ifland where foch manumiffion fha11 have been recorded : Provided always, that any 
perfon who fha11 have been born, free, and fhall come to this Hland, lhaU lodge, to 
be recorded in this Hland, a certificate under the hand and feal of the governor or 
commander in chief, or chief magifl:rate of the Ifland or colony where fuch perfon 
or perfons !hall have been born, m· where fuch perfon !hall have laft .refided, 
purporting that fuch perfon is free; and in default thereof, if fuch perfon or perfons 
fhall produce two or more credible witneffes before one of the jufl:ices of the , court . 
of common pleas of the faid Hland, or the regifier or his deputy, w,ho. fhall make 
oath that they have known the faid perfon for the period of five years, and thac during 
that period he or fhe has paffed as a free perfon, or that the faid perfon was born 
free, and the place of his or her nativity, then all fuch perfons, paying a tax of thirty .. 
three fuillings into the public treafury of this Hland, fhall be entitled to the rights 
.and privileges of free perfons of colour, as enjoyed by them in this Hland. · 

Claufe 5th. And be it aod it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, That 
when any flave or ~aves £hail be manumitted or directed to be manumitted by any 
laft will or tefl:ament in writing duly executed, fu•ch £lave or flaves fhall not be 
deeined free, or entitled to the privileges of free perfons, until he, £he, or they fhall 
have been duly manumitted by the perfon or perfons charged with the execution of 
fuch laft will and teftament, and the tax paid in manner and form herein-before 
directed ; but the perfon or perfons charged with the execution of the faid lafi ,:wiU 
or , teflament fuall be obliged to fwear only to the befl: of his knowledge and belief 
as to the matters in the third claufe of this AB: required to be verified. 

Claufe 6th. And be it and it is hereby enacred by the authority aforefaid, That 
the Ac\: intituled " An Act to impofe a further tax on rhe manumi.ffion of flaves 
in this Ifiand, and for other purpofes," {hall be and the fame is hereby repealed. 

Jn° HY Hobfan, Spe~ker. 

Paffed the Houfe of Affembly this thirteenth day of May one thoufand eight 
hundred and ten. EdwcL H. f3eech, Clk. of the Affembly. 

Paffed the Council this fixth day of June one thoufand eight hundred and ten. 
E. G., Armatrading, Act Clerk of the Council 

Aifente<l to this fifteent11 day of June one thoufand eight hundred and ten. 
Edward [ Great Seal] Barnes. 

Duly publifhed in the Town of Rofeau this fifteenth day of June one thoufand 
_..,, .. JJ'i'"".· ,-

, {~ 

eight hundred and ten. James Laing, P. M. ..-±;~;--··" 
..;... 

Recorded the 1 ~th day of June one thoufand eight hundred and ten. 
(A true Copy.) DanZ 'Confiable, Act Regr. 

No. 11. 

AN ACT for afcertaining the number of White Perfons, Fr,ee Perfons of 
Colour, and Slaves,_ in this Ifland. [ 1 9th February 18 I 1.] 

WHEREAS it is highly neceifary ~nd expedient that the number of white per- Preamble. 
fons, free perfons of colour, and flaves in this Ifland .. iliould be known; . we' there-
fore, your Majefty's loyal and obedient fubjeB:s, the Commander in Chief, the 

• Council and Aifembly of this Ifland of Dominica, · do humbly pray your moft 
Excellent Majefty that it . may be enacted; and be it and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority _ aforefaid, That t~e tow~-wardens f?r ~the _town -of Rofeau,. and Claufe i ft . 
the way-wardens for the refpechve par1fhes and ddtr1as, are hereby appomted'\, 
commiffioners for the faid town and their refpecl:ive pari{hes and diftricts, for per:.. ""-·.,~ 
forming the duties herein-after directed and required of them. · 

And 
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·noMINICA. And be it enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That the faid commiffioners-are hereby 
__________ ,empo~ered and required to iff ue their warrant in their ref peaive difiricl:s, within 
Claufe zd. thirty days after the publication of this Acl:, and on the fecond Tuefday in the month 

'Of January in every fucceeding year, under the penalty of fifty pounds, t? be. reco-
- vered in manner herein-after mentioned, directed to any conftable or white perfon 
or free perfon of colour refident within their faid diftricl:s, in the following 
form ; viz. " Dominica. By commiffioners appointed for afcertain~ng the number of 
·" white perfons, free perfons of colour, and flav~s in this Ifland. To 

Claufe 3d. 

Claufe 4th. 

"' • You are hereby required. and commanded 
" immediately on the receipt hereof, to fummon all and every the inhabitants in the 
"' · of to appear before us at 
"' on the day of in the year of our Lord one 
" thoufand ,eight hundred and then and there to deliver in on oath 
'' and in writing a correct lift of his, her, or their families and flaves, both old and 
" young, with their names ; as alfo a feparate lift of the runaway flaves, fpecifying 
" their names, ages, fexes, and the time they may have been abfent.. Given under 
"' our hands and feals this day of 
" in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and · 1' 

And any confiable or other white perfon, or free perfon of colom, who fhall execute 
fuch warrant, {hall be entitled to receive the fame for, and !hall be p~id in the fame 
manner, as confiables are directed to be paid for fummoning the inhabitants under 
the ,v ay-Warden AB: of this Ifland; and if they ihc1ll neglect or refufo to perform the 
duty above enjoined by this Acl, they fhall be fubjeB: and liable to the fame penal
ties and forfeitures to which confiables are liable for neglecting the duties enjoined 
them by any other Act of this Ifland. 

And be it ena8:ed by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe the commif-= 
fioners fhall deem it neceifary for the more effeB:ually executing the duties 
hereby prefcribed to them, they are further authorized and required to fummon 
all managers, overfeers, and others, to whom the truth may be known, to attend 
at fuch time and place as the commiffioners may appoint, to be examined on 
oath regarding the number of flaves belonging to any individual, or attached to. any 
eftate, or any other matter relative to the duties prefc1ibed to the fai<l cornmiffioners; 
and the perfons fo fummoned Ihall be liable to attend the faid commiffioners under 
the penalty of fi"e pounds, to be levied by a warrant under the hands of the faid 
commiffioners, as other penalties are direB:ed to be levied under this Act. 

And he it enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That any white perfon or free 
perfon of colour, or any attorney, manager, fuperintendent, or othe·r perfon having 
-charge or direaion of any flave or flaves, who fhall negleB: or refufe, after having. 
been duly fum!lloned as aforefaid, and proof thereof having been made on oath 
by the perfon ferving the warrant, to appear before the faid commiffioners, or 
fome or one of them, at the place and time by them appointed, and then and 
there to deliver in on oath and in writing (which oath the faid commiffioners 
or any of them· -are hereby authorized and_ required to adminifter) a full and 
·correct account of all of his, her, or their families, fervants, and flaves, and all 
Jlaves Ynder their direaion, management. or fuperintendence, with the names 
of all fuch families, fervants, and flaves, and alfo a feparate lift of the runaway 
flaves, fpecifyi~g their names, ages, fexes, and the time they may have been 
abfent; fuch white perfon or free perfon of colour, or fuch attorney, manager, 
-or fuperintendent, fhall be fined in the fum of fifty pounds, to be immediately 
levied in the manner herein-afterdireaed; and in cafe fuch white .per(o'n, fne 
perfon of colour, attorney, manager, or fuperintendent, fuatl continue to neglell: 
0r refi.itJ€ to deliver in fuch account of his, her, or their families and 'flaves, and 
thofe under their direaions or management, arid alfo a feparate lift of the run
away flaves_. as aforefaid, the commiffioners fhall caufe them to be again fom
moned as herein-before direcl:ed, and fhall again levy the faid penalty, and fo 
on, until tbe perfon fo neglecl:ing or refufing ·lhall have delivered to . the com
miffioners-, or fori>.e or one. of them, the account , and lift ·lierein directed .; and 
fuch penalty may be levied either on the proper goods or · chattels of the 

perfon 



perfon neglecting or refufing, or•, on ~my flaves under his, her, or their direc.. D@MINICA. 
tion, management, or Juperintendence, which iliall not have been returned to -----~ 
the faid commiilioners. . 

And be it enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners, in taking Cl r h au1e 5t . . 
the faid account and 1ift, in making their return fhall make U:fe of the following 
form. 

NUMBER of White Perfons, Free Perfons of Colour, and Slaves in the 
of taken in conformity to the Act: 

for af certaining the number of white perfons, free perfons of col mu, and 
fiaves in this Ifland. 

Names Qf Proprietors. White Perfons. Free Perfona of Colour. Slaves. Runaway Slavef. 

'O 

~ 
H rn <Ill 

'"' Cl) 
(1) 

C) 

~ 
~ 
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::l ~ ~ , II> 

~ 

~ 
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And whereas many perfons have . heretofore made returns of the families and Preamble. 
fl.aves to the commiffioners for other parHhes and difiriB:s than thofe in which 
·fuch flaves are generally employed, be it enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That Claufe 6th. 
all perfons fhall deliver unto the faid commiffioners for the dill:ri6: or pari{h in 
which fuch flave or flaves are generally employed, fuch complete lifts of his, her, 
or their families and flaves as are herein diretled, and in no other parHh or diftri6:, 
under the fame penalty as if he, !he, or they had not delivered in any fach Hft or 
return. 

. And whereas, from many perfons having lands and negroes in different parifhes, Pream.ble. 
they make feparate returns of their families and fiaves in thefe different parifhes, 
whereby they are enabled to evade the provifions of the militia act, which orders 
that all perfons fhall enrol themfelves and do duty in the regiment or company of , 
the pari.fh in which they generally refide; be it enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, Claufe 7Jh. , 
That the commifiioners appointed under this Acl: are hereby direcl:ed and required 
,to tender to every white man and free man of colour the follbwing oath .: " I, .A. B. 
" do- make oath, that my refidence, and that of [ all or, fuch part, as the ea.fa 
" may be] the male part of my family named in my return thereof, is in the parifh 
" of So help me God.'' And the commiffioners for each 
parifh or diftria are hereby defired and required, within thirty days after t~king 
fuch oath, to return to the officer commanding the militia in fuch parifh or diftrict 

(18.) H the 
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'DOMTNICA. the names of all white men and free men of colour who lhall have fwom to their 
----...--.....-- general refidence in the parifh or d'Hlricl: for which. fuch comniiffioners aa ; and 

· fuch return fhall be fufficient authority to the officer commanding the militia in 
fuch parifu or diftricl: .to compel the emo1ment and .attendance to militia duty, in 

• that par.ifu ,or diftriia, of fuch white man or free perion of colour, according to the 
provifions of the militia act. 

Preamble. 

Claufe Bth. 

-Claufe 9th. 

Claufe 10th. 

Clau-fe 11th. 

Claufe 12th. 

And whereas many negroes and people of colour claim to be free, who either 
have not been manumitted, or have not complied with the law of this lfland 
impofing a tax on manumiffions, and ordering the fame to be recorded, whereby 
the colony is not only deprived of the taxes thereby payable, but fuch perfons, 
from fometimes paffing for flaves, and at other times as free perfons, bear no part 
of the public burden, or do any duty as militiamen; be it enacled by the authority 
aforefaid, That the commiffioners are hereby authorized and required to call upon 
aU · negroes and people of colour claiming to be free in confequence of manu
miflions to produce to the -c-ommiffioners their manttmifficms; and . .the faid 
-commiffioners fhall return to the treafurer the names of all' n egroes and people of 
colour within their ref peB:ive diftricts claiming 'to have bee-n manumitted, whofe 
manumiffibns fhall not have been recorded according to the laws of this Ifland, as 
alfo of all fuch negroes and people of colour who Ihall neglect to produce their 
manumiffions to the commiffioners as afore.faid. · . 

.And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners are hereby 
-authorized and empowered to levy the penal-ties impofed by the third and fourth 
daufes of this Act, by iif uing their warrant and warrants under their hands and 
feals, directed to the provoft marfual, in the nature of an execution out of the 

1court of common pleas ; which warr:ant and warrants the faid provoft marfual _fuall 
.and he is hereby direc\:ed and required to execute in due manner, and to pay the 
faid fine and fines immediately 'into the public treafury for the public ufes of the 
.colony. 

And be it enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners fhall 
-:annex to the returns to be made by them to the treafurer a certificate that . they 
have aaually f worn the white perfons and free perfons of colour named in their 
return to the truth of the account given in by them; and the treafurer is further 
requit~ed not to receive any retur,n unlefs it be accompaaied by fuch certificate. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any of the commif-
fioners named in this Act fhall neglect oir refufe to execute the fame, by making 
foch return to the treafurer, or levying the penalties herein-before ·direcl:ed, within 
thirty days from the publication of this A6:, and within thirty <lays after the days 
pref cribed by the f econd claufe of this Act for the taking of the cerifus, the 
treafurer is hereby dire6:ed and requiied to return the names of fuch commiffioners 
t~ the chief.or an~ afiifi:ant juftice of the court of common pleas, who is hereby 
due6:ed to 1!f ue his warrant to the madhal to levy the fum of fifty pounds on 
Cuch commiffioner or commiflioners ; and in cafe they 1hall continue to neglect 
givir1tg in the ireturn as above directed for · other thirty days, the treafurer is 
hereby required to proceed to have the fame penalty levied as above; and fo on, 
at the expiration of every thirty days fucceeding, until the return be given in. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners for the 
parHh of Saint Andrew, Eaft Divifion, £hall inc1 ude in their returns for that 
parifu the lift of white p€rfons, free perfons of colour, and flaves, refiding on or 
being attached to the plantation known by the name of Parma Place, fituare on 
the north boun4ary -0f the pari{h of Saint David, and alfo a feparate lift of the 
runaway fiaves, f pedfying ,their names, ages, fexes, and the time they may have 
~een abfent from the faid plantation, and proceed in all matters relating thereto 
· in the fame manner and form required of the comm.iffioners for their ref pec\:ive 
pari,{hes s and th€ faid plantation fhall not be included in the returns of the com
miffioners for Saint David, who fuall in nowife interfere in the return for that 
p~a:atation, but confine themfelves, in making out their cenfus, to the plantation 
fi~ua~oo. to the fouthward thereof. 

And 
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· :And be it ,na8:etl by the authority iforefaid, Thit two nundted · copies tlf this n6M~~-rtA. 
Atl: fitall be printed with all f peed, and diftribtited among the comtniffionets by 
the treafurer, who is hereby authorized to agree for and pay for the printing of Claufc 13th. 
the fame out of the public treafury. 

John ·Gordon, (Speaker.) 

Patfed the Houfe of Affembly this thirteenth day of February one thoufand 
eight ·hundred and eleven. Edwd H. Beech, Clk. of Alfembly. 

Paifed the Council this fourteenth day of February one thoufand eight 
hundred and eleven. Danl C0n.ftablc, AB:g Clk. of the Council. 

Affented to this nineteenth day of February one thoufand eight hundred and 
eleven, . Edward (Great Seal) Batne-s. · 

Duly publifhed in the town of Rofeau this nineteenth day of February one 
thoufand eight hundred and eleven. James ~aing~ P. M. G,. 

(A true Copy.) E. L. .iJrmatrading, Acl:g Regr~ . 

JAMAICA ISLAND~ · 

No. 12. 

AN ACT to authorize and empower the Commander in Chief for the 
time being to canf e parties to be raif ed and fitted out for fupprefiing any 
Rebellion, and for going in purfuit of and reducing runaway Slaves. 

• [29th October 18©7.J 

WHEREAS the public peace and fafety of this' Ifland require that fufli<iient Preamble.' 
power and authority fhould be vefl:ed in the governor, lieutenan.t-goverrtor, or 
commander in chief, to caufe parties to be raifed for the immediate fuppreffion of 
rebellions or rebellious conf piracies, or any dangerous aifemblage of · runaway 
flaves, without declaring martial law, which cannot be declared without many 
and great inconveniences to this Hland in general, and ought not to be declared 
but in cafes of the moft urgent neceffity : We Your Majefl:y' s dutiful and foyal 
fubjeB:s, . the Affembly of this your Majefty's Ifland of Jamaica, humbly befeech 
your Majefty that it may be ena6:e<l ; be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant
governor, Council and Affembly of this your Majefiy's faid Ifland, and it is hereby 
enacted and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after th€ pafling Governor~ authe
of this Acl: it may and fhall be lawful for the governor, lieutenant..igovernor, or rized, on !pplica
commander in chief of this Ifland for the Time being, and he is hereby authorized tion~ to ord~~ ?ut 
and empowered, whenever, from application made or information recaived, he fhall partiesf o_ft mfiht~ 

1 • • ir. • • m pur m o reoe • 
Judge the fame to be expedient and neceuary, to order and direct the commanding lious or runaway 
officer of any regiment or battalion of militia to raife and fit out fuch and fo many £laves. 
parties, compofed of perfons ferving in the . l\lilitia of the p~rifh or precina wherein 
fuch officer fhall ~ommand, as the faid commander in chief fhall think requifite and 
appoint for the fupprefiion of any rebellion or rebellious conf piracy, or the taking 
and bringing ~n or defl:roying any fuch runaway flaves as may be affembled or 
fuppofed to be aifembled within or in the neighbourhood of fuch parifh ;' which 
party or parties !hall be well and fufficiently provided with good arms, accoa...-
trements, and ammunition, fuch as the ,officers commanding the refpecHve parties 
fuall approve of. 

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe the rebellion When the exigency 
fhall at any time be fo extenfive, or the aa:emblage or aifemblages of runaway ?fthe cafe i;e<Jui'res 
flaves be fo numerous, that the governor, lieutenant-governor, or commander in it, thbofed partiefis 
h. f n... II . d h h . h'"' h . . b • r. d d fi d . may: . e rawn ram c 1e ma JU ge t at t ,e parties w 1c may or can e ra11e an tte out m diff~rent adjoining 

any one parifh will not be fufficient and able to fupprefs fuch rebellion, or to reduce pa,ifhes, 
fuch 



JAMAICA. fuch runaway flaves, it may and {hall _be lawful for fuch governor, l~eutenant-
govemor, or -comman~er in chief. ~o direa: and orde~ the command!11g offi~e~s~ of 
the regiments or battalions of m1ht1a of fuch and fo many of the pardhes ad101rung 
to that wherein the rebellion {hall exift, or fuch _runaway fiaves be a1fembled, as he 
fhall think proper, ~lfo~ to raife and fit out f uch a?d fo man~ parties in the manner 
aforefaid, as the public exigency :lhall appear to him to reqmre. 

During rebellion, 3 d. And be it further en~B:ed by the authority a.f orefaid, T~at i~ may and f!iall 
drafta may ~e-~a~; be lawful for the governor, h~utenant-governor or_ com~ande: 11:1 chief for the time 
from ~e militia. m being, during the actual ex1ftence of any rebellion or affoc1at10n of runaway or 

·genera· other flaves for rebellious purpofes, to order fuch drafts from any other regiments 
of horfe or foot in this Uland to be fent in aid of fuch parties, fo raifed and fitted out 
as aforefaid, as fhall be neceffar,y. 

A bounty of 101. , 4th. And be it further ena6:ed by the authority aforefaid, That ·all fuch good and 
-to be paid to free able men of free condition as fhall offer themfel ves as volunteers, and enlift for 
•olunteeri. 

Members of affem
bly, cuftoa, Ice.Jo 
be. commiffioners 
for the purpofes of 
this Aa. · 

the fervice aforefaid, fhall be entitled to and receive a bounty not exceeding the 
fum of ten pounds each, as fhall be regulated by the commander in chief in general 
orders, to be paid immediately after the conclufion of fuch ferv-ice by the receiver
general, under the authority of the warrant of the governor, lieutenant-governor, 
or commander in chief, which he is hereby empowered to grant upon a certificate 
being produced to him, fworn to by the officer commanding the party in which 
fuch volunteer fhall have f erved, and counterfigned by the commanding officer of 
the regiment or battalion of the· parifh from whence fuch party was fitted out, over 
and above the pay and other encouragements by this Aft herein-after mentioned and 
dedared. · · 

5th. And whereas, for the more effeaually carrying into execution feveral of the 
purpofes of this Act, it is neceffary that certain commiffioners iliould be ap
pointed in every parifh of this Ifland ; be it enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, 
That for· effecting the purpofes of this Act the following perfons !hall be and 
they are hereby coriftituted and appointed commiffioners; that is to fay, the 
members of the aifembly for the time being, the cuftos or fenior magi{lrate of eaGh 
and every. pari£h in this Ifland, and in and for the parifh of St. George, Rgpert 
Gray ( of Pigeon Hill) Alexander Park and Benjamin Crofsley; for the parifh · of 
.Vere, Thomas Alprefs Priddie, James Mitchell, Alexander Schaw, and John 
Kennedy; for the parifh of Saint Dorothy, Samuel Queneborough, David 
Gardiner and William Jackfon ; for the parifu of St. John, John Quier, Peter 
Douglas, and John Grant ; for the pari!h of Saint Thomas in the Vale, Francis 
Graham, Hecl:or M'Kay, Thomas Roffiter, and Robert William Harris; for the 
pari{h of Saint James, William Murray, George Watfon and George Lawrence; 
for the pari{h of Trelawny, · John Black, James Campbell, .Alexander Edgar, and 
William Baker Utten ; for the parHh of Hanover, Alexander Campbell ( of Copfe,) 
Dugald Campbell and George Malcolm ; for the parifh of W eftmorland, James 
Cqlquhoun Gram, James Mackintofh and James Brown; for the parifh of Saint 
Elizabeth, John White, David Shakef peare and William Kellitt Hewitt ; for the 
pari!h of Clarendon, Williams Smith, William_Pufey Hay le and James Bedward; 
for the parilh of Saint Thomas in the Eaft, Nathaniel Auguftus Grant, Robert 
Logan, George Panton and John Kelly ; for the parilh of Saint Andrew, Alexan
der Ector, John Morrifon and Jat11es Waddell; for the parifh of Port Royal, 
Samuel Whitehorne Barnet, Leonard Wray and Alexander M'Larty; for the 
parilh of · Portland, Thomas Oakley fenior, Robert Mein and James Colthirft 
Colthirft; for the parifh of Saint Ann, James Newly, George Cruickfhank, Henry 
A~~eade, a?d Charles Steer ; for the parifh of Saint David, Jofeph Delpratt, 
W tllmm W e1r, and James Ouchterlony ; for the parifh of Kingfton, George 
KingJiorn, William Taylor and James Inglis ; for the parifh of Saint Catherine, 
George Howel, James Stewart, Francis Smith, William Cruickiliank and William 
R~mfay; for the parifh of Saint Mary, .Jofeph Green, Henry Cox and James 
Ktdfton ; and any other three perfons refident in any parifh, from time to time to 
be appointed ~y the commander in chief .for the time being; which faid com-

miffioners 
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miffioners lhall have full power and authority to procure all fuch neceifaty · JAMAicA. 
provifions, and other requifite articles, for the ufe of any party or parties raifed --,-----
and to be fent out as aforefaid, as to the faid commifiioners lhall feem expedient, 

6th. And be it further enacted, That the faid commiffioners or · any two of" They may con.trc1ti 

them be hereby authorized and empowered to contract with any b1,1tcher or !0 r fr~~ beef, &d c. 
h I. f fh f d · h h r r. h 1or parties ; an , butc ers or 1:e bee , an wit any ot er per10!1 _or perions w atfoever fot all may •imprefs cattle, 

fuch other articles as fhall be neceffary for the comfortable fubfifl:ence and ac• &c. if not to oe had 
commodation of the parties to be fent out under the authority of this Act, and by c0ntrad. 
alfo of any other body of militia or regular white troops, whenever on acl:ual · 
fervice againfl: an enemy: And that in cafe the faid commiffioners !hall find it 
impracticable :at Jny time to provide by contraa for the militia or regular white 
troops, or the parties aforefaid, when acl:ually employed, they or any two of 
them are hereby empowered to iffue warrants, authorizing fuch perfon 6r perfons 
as they {hall think pr.oper to prefs cattle, _ and other provilions or matters, for 
the accommodation of the militia and regul'ar white troops, and rhe parties as 
aforefaid, when on acl:ual fervice againft an enemy : Provided, that nothing Provifu . .i 
herein contained !hall in anywife defeat or interfere with any contract entered 
into or to be entered into for the fubfifl:ence of His Majefiy's troops· quartered 
in this lfland. · 

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it may and lhall Comniiflioners_ ell\; 
be lawful for the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, under the order of the ~owere1 ~0 ra,fe 
commander in chief for the time _being, ld raife fuch a number of negro or other ne~:=~ fo::f~f;. 
flaves, for arms or baggage, as to them may appear neceffary, to be fent out with · 
anr party raifed and fitted out under the authority of this All: : Provided always, Provifo . 
that the number of the flaves which !hall be required from the feveral and ref pec-
tive eftates or individuals in any parilh or difl:rict of a parifb, fhall be in pro-
portion to the whole number belonging to fuch efl:ate o_r individual. 

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it may and /hall !hey may aJfo . · 
be lawful for the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, at any time when the 1mJ?ref~cattl~,cart~·,. 

·1· . f h' Ifl d h f f H. M . fl: ' l h" warns, &c. for the mi 1t1a o t 1s an , or any part t ereo , or any o JS aJe y s reg-u ar w -ite ptiblic r •c .. 
d · l · · fi -... 1erv1 ~ troops, are empJoye m aB:ua ferv1ce agarn a:n enemy, or any party or parties·· 

are raifed and actually fent out under the authority of this Act
1 

to hire, or in cafe 
that fhould not be praB:icable, to prefs fuch flaves, horfes, mules, draught cattle, · .. 
carts, wains, or waggons as the public fervice fuaH require, in the manner herein-
after directed, and obferving the equitable proportion with ref peel: to the properties 
and jndividuals before mentioned. 

9th. And be it further ·enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the faid commif- · Notice to be· gimr 
fioners, or any two of them, fhaH cauf e notice to be given, by warrant under their to efiaus of allot-· 
hands and feals, at each efiate, or to each individual, in the refpeB:ive parifh or men

1
ts o&f fia~es, 

. fi , IJ f . (l f' h . 1 . f !h d b n h r, ea tt e, c. d1 nd o any pan l, o t e partrcu ar proportion o ot an aggage-11:aves, ories, 
muies, draught cattle, carts, wains or waggons, as they are fo required to fend as 
aforefaid ; and the fhowing of the warrant to the mafier, owner, or any, other 
perfon who iliaH have the care or charge of fuch efiates, or of any number of 
flaves, horfes, mules, draught cattle, carts, wains, or waggons, £hall be held and 
taken for fufficient notice. 

1 oth. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefa.id, That in aU cafes where In cafe of refufal ·t'~· . 
a mafl:er, owner, or overfeer, or other perfon intrufied with the care or charge of furnilb allotments, 

any plantation or fettlement, or of any number of flaves, horfes,, mules, draught ~ fin£ t.1ool. to be· 
cattle, carts, wains or waggons, fl:iall, on notice given,. i:efufe or, negle6: to fend the impo e ,· 

propordon of good and able flaves, or of horfes, mules, draught cattle, carts, 
wains, o.r waggons required, fuch as fhall b,e approved 9f by t~e faid coµimitlioners, 
every perfon fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of one _ hundred pounds ; but if 1t 
lball appear that fuch default did not happen through the diretl:ion of the mafter 
or owner, but by refufal or neglecl: of the overfe~r, in fuch . cafe the overfeer or 
perfon intrufied Jhall be liable to fuch penalty. 

1 1 th. And be it further enatled, That • upon every fuch negleEt or refufal a-s and a warra11t .for· 

aforefaid, it may and !hall -be lawful for the faid ·commiffioners or any two of ·~mpreffing f9 be· 

( 1 8.) I them 1ff ued. 
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·tAM~IC"A., 'tbena to , a.uth~riz~ b,y -warrant under-their bands and feat~, the imprdiing aad 
------ takjng the. number of good and able Haves, a~d of fervtc€able horfes, . ~ -ules!> 

draugllt, ca;t\@, cart.s1 ~ains-, or w.agg~n~, ~h10h fltall ?ave been required . ~ 
Provifo. aforefaid·: Provided always, that no chief b01ler, head driver, or tradef man fhall 

· ~be f(? impreffed. 

-C_o·mmiffioners ~ay 12th • .Ap;d·be. it further enacted -by: the authority aforefaid, That in cafe at any. 
~ire, ~r on necehffity ·· time . whea the mifoia of this Ifland, or any part thereof, or any of His Majeftt~ 
tmpreis boats, w er- • 11 1 d · ft · h 'f. 
ries., &c. ;for pttbHc regular whne -~-n0ops:, fhall be. aclua y emp oye. agam an enemy, t €corn~ .. , 
fetvice. fioners aforefa1£1. fhould find it neceffa.ry to empl0y any w her.ry, boat, or e>ther: 

veffel, ,,it may and ~ 1all be lawful for the~ faid commiffioners to hire fuch wherry-,i 
::boat,' or otber veffel; and in cafe this {hall not be in their power, to authorize, hy· 
warrant under their hands and feals,, the impreffing and taking fuch wherries~ 
boats, or -veifels which the p-abli~ fervice may require. 

·13th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid,_ 1~hat the officer 
ing parties on ex- commanding any p,arty raited and fent out by virtue of this Atl: be and he is. 
igency may rmprefs hereby empowered (provided that:, froJil the fhortnefs of time, or other exigency 
carriages,cattle,&c. of the cafe, he cann0.t be or is not fornffhed by the commiili.oners aforefaid 
giving certificates 
thereof to the with fuch carts, wains, waggons or other carriages, draught cattle, mules or· 

Officers command-

owners; horfes, as the nature of the fervice may immediatdy require,) to imprefs, in the 
m@ft equitable manner tha:t he can, aU fuch carriages, cattle, mules and hoTfes 

. as aforefaid, of whieh there fuall be immediate ne€&; which commanding officer 

. is- hereby requ~red, ( undtr the peflalty of on€• hundred pounds for every negle~ 
oF refufal, to be recover€d in a fummary way before any juftice of the peace of 
the,. pariflq, wh@re fuch imprefs is made, which penalty ihatl be to the ufe off the 
owner of any f.u~h irnpreff€d artide or articles,) to give cerrificates o:f the waggons, 
waiPis, ca:rts and other carriages, d\ra:ug,ht cattle, mules and horfes; by him fo im
preifed, therein expreffing the time when they were employed· in focfu~ fervice, a'SI 

h . aJfo any hurt or acdclent that may have happened to the. fame, to the end that 
w o ar.e tQ rece1-ve h · f • r bl r. · f, n · h f h. -h · 
eompenfa;tien; to be t e o~n:er thereo may receive rea1ona e 1~t1s a'--LlOll ; t e amount 0 w 1~ . htre 
nfoerta,ined. and damages fhal,l be regulatied and afcertamed by anr two of the .comm1ilioners-

.. aforefaid, who fhall atteft the fame under their hands, in the manner htm~in
af.ter direB:ed. 

l 

Slaves to be valued, 14th And· whereas flaves ferving in foeh parties as may he fitted out under the 
and if killed ordif- h ·• f h' An. 0- · k·11· d d.£ bi d b · n. d b h h · 
a bled, their owners aut 01:ty ~ 'J t rs ' u may e, , 1 e or 11a . e ; ~ 1t e~~ue y t e ai~t onty 
to receive adequate a:feir-efa19, I har alt and every fuch flave or fl{l.ves wfio fhall be employed m foch 
compenfation ; parties, £hall previous thereto be valued and appraifed by the· faid cornmifiioners, 

o.r any two perfons to be app.oint~d by them, and that fuch valuation fha11 not 
exceed the fum of two hundred p,ounds : · And in cafe any flave or flav€s !hall be . 
killed, the mafter or owner of fuch flave or flaves fha1l refeive for every flave fo 

· killed. t,he fum at which the faid flave !hall have been vah1ed : And in cafe any
fuch flave or flav.es £hall be difab.Ied by lofs of limb, the mafter o.r owner of fuc h 
flav.e or flaves iliall receive.fuch fum as fn.all appear- to be the difference in the value 
offuch flave or fiaves, .. at the time of b>eing valued as aforefaid, and upon a revalua~ 
tion to be made. by the faid commifiicmers,. after fuch-flave or {laves fhaH become 

!~c~fvft:e:Jal, on fo difabled as aforefaid ; which faid feveral fums the receiver general for thB time _ 
production of cer- being £hall and he is hereby directed and required to pay out of any monies in his - -
tifieate. hands unapt,ropriated, unto the mafter 0r. owner 0f e-very- ftich fla ve or flave~ fo 

killed or difabled as aforef3:i~,. on a certifreate being produced to him, under the 
· ·· ' , · _ han~J.!•of the -commancl'irrg_ 0r fenior offieer ef the party to whieh· fuch flave·or -Haves 

. · b,donged, rhat,, fuch 1 fiave or ff aves: was o~ were fo killed or · difabled in tne party 
!ftno~pfaid, tdo bt ear mitfor-- his command, or·0f- which, -he was fenior officer: And in cafe the faid re-
m ereu. rom a e. • l 11:.. • 

ce, v_eP- g-ener-a I maW nt>t have in- .:tns Uands-mon:ey· fuffie1ent to an.fwer fuch purpofe, 
he· IS: lier-eliraut1llsn:iz~cl-an<l· empowered to certify· on the l:>ack of Juch certificate,. 
tha~ the holder or-1\oUiers there<:>f -ffial!l ~e entitled to .. receiv·e-,_ out of the public 
treafury of this- Hlhnd, the fom- rherein -mentionetr, wir-h inrereft from· the dates 
thereof ref pecl:ively, at fix pounds per cent11m, p·er annum ; and'· fo·dt certificate 
fhall be r~eh1ed. in Jp¥,m€llt of all duties. a.tidr public taxes wbatfoev€n, the. revenue 
dtuies excepted : P.ro'7ided, .nev.er.thel~h>,. tpat.Jf.any fla.ves,.. }lorfr~:- mules, , or aattk 

. die 



dHI or ai::e. lt»fr in the-f:ervke, arid are paid fe5r by the pttblic, hi alf cafes tt6 hit~ iAMAICJt. 
iiall be. aUow(M.; and-t-h€ va-ltte of tlie, horie-and mufos ffialt be effirrtated at et 
fU:m rrot ex~·e~ding fo~ty pounds ref pe&ively, and· for tattle pet lread~ at i fuin Slav!s, &c._ dying iB 

d. h. d · · public ferv1ce to be 
not excee mg t irty poun s. · .. paid c . -
' \ rpl. 

, I 5th: •. And be it further enafled by the authority_ aforefittd, That iri ca:fe' fay Pro~i~onforftmili~i 
bdwi, fr€e perfou of colour; br free negro, who f&all :tfave enHffed. as ~-volunteer;· ?f free ferfon~killed
oo liiave :been drafited· frnm the tnili6a, to ferve in any P,arty taifed and frr!-ed out· 1n pubhc fervt£e. 

by virtue of~ this Act, !hall itt any aaion be difab}ed" or killed, , each perf(?n fo 
difabled, or the family of each fo •ltilled, fuaU be entitled to the fame· provition,. 
fubjeB: to the fame condifrorns', a:s i~ aMowed to free perfons of cdl-our and ' free· 
neg.1:-oes by an i\16: of this Ifland, paifed on the twenry .. fecbnd day of Dec-ember 
one thoufarrd fev~-n · hu-ndred and ninety-frve, imituled "Arr A.fr to mak~ pW- ,36-Geo,3. cap. 15. 
vifion for the families of .fuch free people c,f colour a~·d free negroes enroHe-d in · 
the militia, as fhaH b@ kmed or difabied in th'e public fervid!." 

I 6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the -c~•mmanfil" Pay of partieJJ. 
ing officer of ~very. party fitted out under this AB: fhall have and receive for his . ' . 
pay· twenty lhillings per day ; each other commiffioned officer, fifteen lliillings- per · 
day ;, each non-commiffioned officer, feven {hiJlings· arrd fixpence per day ; each 
private white man, five {billings pet day ; and each free Indian, mulatto, and 
negro, five !hitllings per day ; and that fuch flave intrufted with arms., _or carrying 
baggage orn fuch pa-rty;_ fhall receive three fhillings and four-pence per day-; 
which pay fo111 faii<l ilav€s fhall be p~id t0 the owner ot proprietor, his or her agem 
or reprefentative'., for th~ hire 0f evety foch flave as £hall f erve in ahy party 
as aforefaid. · · 

17th. And be it enacled, That the ref peclive pay as aforefaid to fuch otfo.~ers·, Duration of pay; 
white men and others, as £hall be raifed as aforefaid, or impreffed to go out in 
any party as directed by this A€c, fhaU commente from: the day on which' they 
fhaH be actl!lQlly employed in that fervice, and continue until they are difcharged, , 
and no longer ; and ihall be paid to the commanding officer of every fuch party which is t0 ~~ paid 
by the receiver general, out of any pl'1hfie money in his hands; which faid corn- t':Rcommamhng 

manding officer is hereby required to difhibure the fame to the feverai officers, 0 
cer. 

ncm-commiffioned officers, and men of fuch party, at the feveral rates before de-
clared : Provided always, that the commancling 0fficer of every fuch party fhall, Delivering a mufter 
before the receipt off li~h pay as aforefaid, deliver to the receiver general a mufl:er roll and re<;eipt. 

i:oU~. upon, oatJh!,~ of the officers and priva-t-e men, a:nd of the flaves bearing a~n1s 
or baggage, in actual fervice under his command, in fuch party; whh::h faidL 
mufter roll, with. the commanding officer's receipt thereon,- fhall be-a good and 
fuffisient voucher and authority to the receiver general for the payment- of the 
mc;mey expreifed therein. 

t8thi.i And be it fur-ther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That over and above Rewards to .parties 
the:pay- herein--before al.lowed to the parties fent out under the authority- of this for ta~ing or killing 
..A,&,. each party !hall ha-ve and receive · the fum of fifteen\ poun ds, and. no , rti>ore; rebelltous flaves. 

for every rebellious negro, mulatto, or other flave they !hall kill ; and· the fum 
of tw-€nty pounds, and no more, for every foch rebellious· fla-ve as they iliall take 
and bring in alive; and for every nmaway flav'e above the· age of fourteen years, 
the fum of ten pounds, and no more ; and· forty fhillings for every negro, mulatto, 
or other boy or girl; under fou11teen years of age, which fuch party fhalli br.ing. ia 
alive ; which faid reward or rewards fhall be paid to the commanding officer, of 
fuch party by the, receiver general, out of any public money in his hands-unappro-
priated, upon an affidavit or foch commanding"' o.fficer being prod:uced", ~o · him,. 
attefi:ed in the manner herein-after direB:ed, ,that the :flave or flan~s,. for the killing. 
or taking of whom he claims fuch reward or rew-ards, was -0r we:r€ kill€d -or taken. 

1 
by the · party, under . his command: Provi.dec!, a1wa¥-s,. thflt when any _ party} fhaU. How the !act is to 
kiU any rebellious flave, the commanding officer, or. an.)h tWiO -other officers of fuch be af certained. 

partj, !hall be obliged, and clre hetelJy· direc1:edi,, tro vi~ the body 0£ fltlc-h flave-
fo killed', and to certify under his or their hand or hands, and on oath,, tbe agei;-. 
quality, fex and mark of fuch flave which bath been killed, and to produce per-
fonplly all fuch fiaves as have been taken prifoners,_ to the --commiffioners, or any 

two 
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two of them, .appointed by ~his Act as aforefaid, for the parilh from whence 
fuch party was fent . out, who in fuch cafe are hereby em~owered and direcl:ed 
to atteft the affidavit ·of the comman4ing officer of -fuch party as aforefaid, and 
not otherwife. . . . 

1·9th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That in order to 
prevent any dif putes th~t might arife about dividing the reward or rewards as. 
aforefaid, the commanding officer of every fuch party as aforefaid lhall be autho
rized, and he is hereby directed to diftribute one.fixth part of all fuch rewards, 
in equal fuares, among/l: the commiffioned officers of fuch party, and the re
maining five parts amongft the non-commiffioned officers and privates, and the 
'flaves bearing arms or baggage, ferving in fuch party, in the proportion of one-third 
lefs to each fuch flave than to the faid non-commiffioned officers and privates 
(being free men) of fuch party ; which ~are of the rewards as aforefaid, 
hereby allotted for fuch flaves, fhall be paid to fuch flaves themfelves for their 
own private ufe and particular encouragement, and not to t~eir owners or 
proprietors. 

26th. And be it further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That alI £laves, 
whether-rebellious or only runaway, who fhall be taken by any party fent out as 
aforefaid, anq brought in alive by them to the commiffioners appointed as afore:. 
faid by this Act, fhall be committed by them, or fome one of them, to the gaol 
of the parifh for which fuch commiffioners fhall he appointed ; and in cafe there 
_fhould be no gaol in fuch parifh, to the goal of the precinct or of the county in 
which fuch parifh fhall be fituated; and the keeper of foch gaol, or the deputy 
marfhal, !hall be and he is hereby required, under the penalty of twenty pounds, 
to receive and detain in fafe cuftody every fuch rebellious or runaway flave, u:µtil 
fuch flave fhall be delivered by due courfe of law. 

2 1 fr. And -be it further enaB:e.d by the authority aforefaid, · That all officers · 
and men ferving on any party railed and fent out under the authority of this 
Act, lhall be tried for all crimes and mifdemeanors by theJn done or com
mitted while they are employed in fuch fervice ; videlicet, all commiffioned 
officers by a general court-martial, and all private men, according to the nature 
of their offence, by a general or regimental court-martial, to be ref pecrively 
appointed by commiffion from the governor, lieutenant-governor., or commander 
in chief for the time being, according to the rules and articles of war that 
fhall then be in force; any law, cufiom, or ufage to the cqntrary notwith~ 
franding.. -~· 

22d. And be it further enac.led by the authority aforefaid, That every officer 
or private man in the militia of this Ifland who fuall be drafted out as -afore
faid by order of the governor, lieutenant-governor, or cgmmander in chief 
for the time being, or the commanding officer of the militia in the diftricl: to 
which he or they belong, and !hall refufe or negleB: to repair to his colours, 
march, or obey fuch other orders as he fhall receive from his fuperior officer, 
fhall, if an officer., be tried by a general court· martial, and if a private man., 
by a regimental · court-martial, for fuch his difobedience or neglect, according 
to the rules and articles of war herein-before mentioned. 

~3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all orders and 
commands which fhall or may be given, in rcfpetr to military arrangements, 
1~egulations, or purpofes, by any officer acting as a general officer on rhe fiaff, 
by commiffion under the hand and feal, or by the appointment of the commander 
in chief (which commitUon is hereby exempted from any ftamp or-other duty), 
whenever, in time of any public neceffity, the governor, lieutenant-governor, or 
commander in chief for the time being fhall find it expedient for the public 
fer vice to. make fuch appointment, fhall be obeyed and complied wifh, according · 
to the exigency thereof, by all perfons fubjeB: and liable to military command 
a~d fubordination, within the difrriB: wherein fuch general officer fhall be appoint .. 
ea to command. 
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•4th. And be •it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, · That the pro'yotl JAMAICA .. 
marfhal general of this Ifland, or any of his ~eputies, fhall not on any pretence · .- . 
whatfoeyer prefume _to take or arrefi: any of the officers or men, or the flaves, Officers, priva~es~ 

- 1 d · b · f h. n • h" h. d f h and flaves of parties emp oye m any party y ·virtue o · t 1s Au, or wit m t irty ays a ter t ey free frorri arreft. 
and each of them are ref peclively difcharged, nor in the time of his going to or 
coming from the place of duty or rendezvous of fuch party, under the penalty 
of fifty pounds, and of being further liable to an aaion of .falfe imprifonment; 
and in' cafe of any fuch arreft, it may and !hall be iawful for any one of His 
Majefiy's j ufiices of the peace for ~he parilh where fuch perfon or perfons fhall 
be arrefted, and fuch jufiice is hereby required, immediately to releafe him or 
them from fuch imprifonment. · . 

2 5th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authori.ty aforefaid, 'that the commif. Commiffioners to 

fioners appointed as aforefaid, in~ the f everal and ref peaive parilhes of this Hland, att~fbtcco_un~s, &r • 
i: • • r:r a h r f h. n {h II b d h h . b ,vh1ch, be1ng .. fworn 1or carrymg mto eue t e purpo1es o t 1s Au, a e an t ey are ere y to by claimant are 
di reeled and required to attefr under their hands all purchaf es, contracts, bar- to be audited by 
gains, agreements, accounts, demands, certificates, and vouchers for all matters commiffioners of 
and things which by this Act they are authorized and enjoined to tranfaB: ; and accounts; 

the fame being verified by the ref peaive claimants on oath !hall be l,atd 
before the commiffioners appointed or to be appointed by law for {l:ating and 
fettling the public accounts, in order to their being examined and audited by them 
in the manner next hereinafter mentioned and directed~ · · 

26th. And whereas many acco~nts, charges, and demands may accrue againft 
the public of this Hland, in confequence of meafures to be taken by virtue .of this 
Aa for reducing rebellious and run a way fiaves, and which it is jufl: and fit fhould 
be liquidated and fettled ; be it enacted by the ,authority aforefaid, That the com
miffioners appointed or to be appointed by law for fl:ating and fettling the public · 
accounts, fuall be and they are hereby authorized and empowered to audit all 
fuch accounts, charges, and demands which £hall have fo accrued, and h~ve 
been prefented to or laid before . them, at any time previous· to the next meeting 
of the alfembly thereafter ; and to grant certificates, bearing intere~ -~t a~d ~fter_ ~ho may grant cer
the rate of fix pounds per centum per annum, figned by any two of the faid tiEcates fo~ the 

.ffi 1 a . d d fi d b h . . I .c h fame bea-rmo-comm1 10ners au-ment1one , an counter 1gne y t e receiver genera , 1or t e i ter~fr 0 

ref pective foms for which the fame fhall be paifed ; and which faid certificates 
11 

• 

fhall be taken in payment of all public duties and taxes whatever, the revenue 
duties excepted. 1 

2 7th. And it is hereby declared, That this or any future alfembly will indem- Commi~10ners · 
nify and fave harmlefs the commiffioners appointed as aforefaid for effecl:ing the ~~der tI~sla 
feveral purpofes of this Acl:, from any perfonal refponfibility which may lie upon rn emm e • 

them, or any of them, by reafon of any engagements which they or any of them 
fhall have bona fide made for the public fervice, according to the true intent and 
meaning of this Act. 

28th. And be it hereby enacted and declared,That the actions, tranfaB:ions, al).d Aas ?f any two : ' 
proceedings of any two of the commiffioners herein appointed or to be appointed as cormtffioners to _he, 

aforefaid, fhall, for carrying- into effect the purpofes of this AB:, be held and con- va id. 
fidered as good and valid as if the fame had been the acl: and acts of the whol~ of 
them. 

29th. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That every corn- Penal_ty on corn~ 
manding officer of a regiment or battalion, every officer commanding a party, mandrng officers, 
every commiffioner afor~faid, and every jufiice of the peace, who fuall refofe or . ~c; for neglea. of 
neglea to do his or their duty in any matter· or thing required of him or them < u Y• 
by this Aa, lhall re(pecl:ively for every offence forfeit the furq qf fifty pounds. · 

3 oth. And be it further ena6:ed by the authority aforefaid, That nothing herein Power of colonels 
.contained is meant or intended to do away any power granted by the militia law; toa~on emerge~cy 
now or hereafter ,to be in force, enabling colonels .or command~ng officers of the not uiterfered with.•· 
feveral diftr~as to or.der a mufter on ·any fudden emergency or alarm, and to: take 
fuch other fteps for public fecurity as to him the faid colonel br commanding officer 
fuall feem abfolutely neceifary and _proper. · ~ 

(18.) K 31_ft~ And 
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JAMAICA. . 3 dl:. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all .penalties in 
-'--___ ___,__ thi_s Act mentioned, not exceeding twenty pounds, and not declared how they fhall 
How penalties are be recovered, £hall be recovered before .any of His Majefry' s j ufl:ices of the pe_ace of 
to be recovered the parifh or precinct wherein th~ offenc~ £hall have been committed, who is here~y 

authorized and empowered to dfue his warrant to fummon the party or parue, 
complained of before him, and on convict.ion to enforce payment of the forfeiture 
-or penalty, by warrant for 'difiraining on the offender's goods and chattels, direcl:ed 
.to the provoft mar!hal or arty of his lawful· deputies, or to the confi:able or 
conft.ables of fuch parHh or precinct, which ptmalties lhalJ be paid into the hands 
of the party or parties complaining; and that all penalties exceeding twenty 
pounds fuall be recovered in the fupreme court of judicature, or in the courts of 

Indemnity to 
public agents. 

General ilf ue. 

Treble cnfrs. 

·affize in this Bland, wherein no effoin, protection, i~parlance, .wager of law, 
non vult ulterzus proftqui, or injunction, fhall be entered or allowed; one half 
whereof £hall be to the informer, or him or them who £hall fue for the fame, and 
the other ·half be paid to the receiver general, for and towards fupporting the con
tingent charges of the government of this Ifland; any law, cufiom, or ufage to the 
contrary notwithfl:anding. · 

3 2d. And be it further ena.B:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon or 
perfons by whom any thing is required to be done by this Act fhall at any time be 
fued or profecuted for any fuch thing done and executed in purfuance and under 
the authority of this Act, the defendant or defendants may plead the general iifue 
" not guilty,'' and give this Act and the fpecial matter in evidence at any trial to 
be had thereupon, and that the fame was had in purfuance and under the autho

. rity of this Act; and if the fame £hall appear to have been fo done, that the jury 
fhall find a verdict for the defendant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff or plaintiffs 
£hall become nonfuited, or fuffer a difcontinuance of his, her, or their acl:ioH, or if 
a verdict fhall pafs · againfi: the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants 
fhall have treble cofts, and have the like reme<ly for the fame as any defendant ·or 
defendants hath or have for cofis in any other cafes by law. 

l" 

No. 13. 

AN ACT for providing a Maintenance for People of free condition con
fined for debt, and Slaves confined in the county gaols of this Ifland. 
[~8th November 1807.] · 

· rr~a'.mbie-. WHEREAS the AB:s granting allowances to debtors of free condition and 
flaves cqnfined in the gaols of this Ifland require amendment: May it pleafe Your 

2s .. 6d. per diem for Majefiy that it may be enatl:ed; be it therefore en~B:@d by the Lieutenant. 
m

11
amtednance tho be governor, Council, and Aifembly of this Your Majefry's Hland of Jamaica, and it 

a owe to eac per- • h b a d b h h . f. h r. ,..l'h f d f . fon of free coudition ls ere y ena e y t e aut onty o t e 1ame, at rom an a ter t_he paffing 
confined for debt in of this Act, there fhall be allowed to every perfon of free condition confined for 
~he· ·gaols of this debt in any gaol of this Hland, the fum of two £billings and fixpence per diem for 
1ffa.nk,d; r alfofl5s .. p~r maintenance; and that there £hall be allowed and paid by the week, for fubfifience 
wee .· 1or aves 1n · d h fl fi d · f h I · 
con/inement. to ev~ry n~gro an ot er ave con ne m any o t e county gao s of this Ifland, the 

Provifo. 

• J 

fum of five fhillings, by the keeper of the faid refpeaive gaols, under the penalty, 
on every fuch gaol-keeper, for every negleB: or refufal, of ten pounds, to be 

,. recovered in a fummary manner qefore any two inagifl:rates of the parifh or 
precinct wherein fuch deputy ·marfhal fhall neglect or refofe to pay fuel} allowances 
as aforefaid : Provided neverthelefs, and the faid gaol-keeper is hereby required, 
under the: like penalty, to be recovere~ in n:anner afor~faid, to furni!h . and fuppl y 
every fuch debtor or flave as aforefa1d, bemg fick, with fuch neceifaries as the 
phyfi~i~n or furgeon . J?.aving . the. medical fuperintendence o~ fuch gaol fhall direct 
m wntmg to , be provided ; and m order to make compenfat1on to -the faid gaol .. 
keepers for fuch fums as t4ey .fhaU advance under and in purfuance of this Ace, it 

· fhall and may be l~"[ful f9.r the faid gaol-keepers to charge in their accounts at 
~ -d af ~er the rate ~f fi;x po~nds per ~entum p_er annum on all fums actually 
advanced by them from t~e ume of their. refpecbve advances, .. and which fuall be 
a!lowe~ and paid the faid ga9l-~€e.pers. 
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No; 14. 

An ACT to· repeal feveral Aas . thereip mentioned refpecli~g Slaves, to 
declare Slaves Affets for payment of Pebts and Legacies, and in what 
manner they !hall def cend and be held as property,. and be f qld ,and 
conveyed in certain cafes. [28th November_ 1807.] · · 

JAMAICA.~ 

. WHEREAS, on the expiration of a certain A&, intituled "An Acl: to repeal Preamble .• 
the feveral Aas and claufes of Acts ref pecl:ing flaves therein mentioned, .and for 
the better order and government of fla ves and other purpof es, the feveral Acts 
and claufes of ·Acl:s in and by th~ faid AB: repealed will revive and be in force : _ 
And whereas it is expedient that all and every the faid AB:s and claufes ~f Atl!s, 
and alfo certain other enactments ref pecl:1ng Haves, {hould be and Hand repealed, 
to the end that the code for the protell:ion and government of flaves may be 
fimplified, and as ~uch as may be confolidated : We, Your Majefl:y's moft 
dutiful and loyal fubjects, th~. Afi~mbly o~ _this Y otir Majefty's Hland of Jamaica., 
moft humbly befeech Your Majefty that it' may be enaB:eq. ; be it therefo1~e 
ena6:ed by the Lieutenant-governor, Council and Affembly of the faid Ifland, and 
it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and Repeal of the 
after the firfl: day of December next, all and every the Laws and Acl:s herein- following A8r. 
after mentioned, and every part thereof, be and ftand repealed, annulled, and 
made void, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever; any thing in the faid laws.or 
in any other law contained to the contrary . in anywife J?-Othwithftanding; 
videlicet, An Aa of the governor, council, and affembly of this Ifland, · intituled 
" An Ace for regulating fervants," paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
fix hundred and eighty-one ; alfo one other All: of the lieutenant-governor, 
council, and affembly, intituled '' An Atl: for the better order and government .of 
Slaves," paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and: ninety-fix- ; 
alfo one other AB:, intituled " An AB: for the more eff ecl:ual punilhi_ng of crimes 
committ~d by Slaves," paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred , 
and feventeen; alfo one other Aa, inti~uled '' An Acl: for the encouragement of 
voluntary parties to fupprefs rebellious and runaway Negroes," paffed in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eight~en; alfo one other All, 
intituled " An Ace to inflia further and other punifhments on th~ .tranfgreifors of 
two feveral AB:s, the one intituled ' An Acl: for the better order and government 
of Slaves,' and the other intituled ' An A~ to prevent the enticing or. inveigling, 
of Slaves from the poffeifors, and for . the preventing the tranf portation of Slaves 
by mortgagers and tenants for life 3;nd years; and for regulating, abufes ·con1-
mitted by Slaves," paifed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred anq 
twenty-five ; alfQ one other Acl: to repeal part of an Acl:, intituled '' An Act for 
the more effectual punifhment of crimes committed by · Slaves, and to oblige the 
feveral parilhes to pay for all negroes executed in each refpecl:ive parifh,'' paffed 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and forty; alfo one othe.r 
AB:, intituled " An Act to · explain and amend an Act, intituled · ' An All: for 
the better ·order and government of flaves, and. for rnaking free and rewarding a 
negro named Hecl:or, belonging to Thomas Fuller efquire, and paying- his faid 
mafier the .value of the faid negro," paffed in the year of our Lord one tho·ufand 
foven hundred and · forty-four ; alfo one other Ac.l:, intituled '' An . .Aff to inflitl: 
further and other punifhnients on runaway Slaves, ·and foch as !hall enter_tain · 
them," paffed in the year of our Lord one thortfand . feven hundred and forty-. 
nine; alfo one other Act to amend an Act,_ intituled " An !\.cl: 'to repeal part' ·of 
an Act, intitti1led ' An 4,tl fot the more effecl:uatpunifhment of ,cr~mes c'ommitred·· 
by Slaves, and to · ~blige the' f everal parifhes ·to ·pay for all Negroes executed in 
each refpettive parifu," paifed in the faid 4 year.,of our Lord oh~ thoufand feve~ 
hundred and fortyJnine ;· ·alfo '~ An Act to -prevent the clandeftirre .killing and 
marking _of cattle, and for the better regulating of hunting,'' paifed. in tl)e faid 

year 

( ' 



JAMA I CA. year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and forty-nine ; alfo one other Aa, 
------ intituled '' An Acl: to explain part of an Acl:, intituled 'An Acl: for the better 

order and government, of Slaves ; and for inflicl:ing further and other punilhments 
on perfons killing Negroes or Slaves,'~ paffed in the year of our Lord one thou
fand feven hundred and fifty-one ; alfo one other Aet, intituled " An Alt to 
i-emedy' the evils arifing from irregular affemblies of Slave~, and to prevent their 
poffefiing arms and ammunition, and going from place to place without tickets, 
and for preventing the practice of obeah, and to refirain overfeers from leaving 
the eflates under their care on certain ~ays; and to oblige all free Negroes, Mu
lattos, or Indians, to regifier their names in the vefiry-books of the refpecl:ive 
parilhes of this Ifland, and to carry about them the certificate, and wear the badge 
,of their freedom; and to prevent any captai~, mailer, or fupercargo of any veffel 
bringing back Slaves tranfported off this Hland,'' paffed in the year of our Lord 
.one thoufand feven hundred and fixty; alfo one other Ad, intituled "An Act ~ 
to.,explain and amend an Acl:, intituled 'An Aa to remedy the evils arifing from 

_ .irregular affemblies of Slaves, and to prevent their poffeffing arms and ammuni
tion, and going from place to place without tickets, and for preventing the ·prall:ice 
of obeah, and to reftrain overfeers from leaving the efiates under their care on 
.certain days, and to oblige all free Negroes, l\folatt(?es or Indians, to regifter their 
names in the veftry-books of the refpell:ive parilhes of this Hland, and to carry 
about them the certificate, and wear the badge of their · freedom ; and to prevent 
any captain, mafier, or fupercargo of any veflel bringing back flaves .tranfported off 
this Ifland," paifed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty
one ;" alfo one other Ac\:, intituled " An AB: to repeal an Act, intituled ' An 
Act . for the more effectual preventing Negroes and other Slaves from deferting 
from their owners, and departing from this Ifland in a clandeftine manner, and 
co punHh fuch perfons as fhall be aiding, affifring, or abetting fuch Slaves in their 
efcape, and for the more effectual preventing Negmes and other Slaves from 
deferting from their owners, and departing from this lfland in a clandefiine manner, 
and to punilh fuch perfons as fhall be aiding, affifiing, or abetting fuch Slaves in 
rlieir efcape,'' paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred ancl 
foventy-one ; alfo one other Act paired in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
"Teven hundred and feventy-eight, intituled " An AB: to explain, alter, and amend 
an AB: paffed in tht! year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-fix, 
intjtuled ' An Act for the better order and government of Slaves ; and alfo one 
other Act, intituled " An AB: to repeal feveral AB:s and claufes of Acts ref peel:• 
ing Slaves, and for the better order and government of Slaves, and for other pur
pofes,'' paffed the Twenty-fecond day of December, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-feven. 

2d. And whereas in and by certain of the Ac.1:s and claufes of Aces herein and 
hereby _repealed, provifion was made for making flaves affets for payment of debts 
and legacies, and in what manner they iliould def c.end and be field as property, 
and be conveyed in certai!J caf es ; and it is expedient to continue and amend fuch 

Slaves riot to be free wholefome regulations ; be it further enacted by the author,ity aforefaid, That no 
~Y becoming Chrif .. flaves fuall be free by becoming a Chrifiian; and for payment of debts and 
tians; .tbey are to he legacies, all flaves lhall be deemed and tak~n as all other goods and chattels are 
taken for,debts when • h h d f d . 'fi 
no other effects can m .t e an s o executors or a num rators; and where other goods and chattels 
,be got. ··are .not fufficient to fatisfy the faid debts and legacies, then fo many flaves ~s are 

neceffary for the payment of debts _and legacies £hall be fold, and the remaining 
· :_r~e children ftand flaves, after the payment of .the faid .debts and legacies, fhall be judged, deemed, 

1~ the parents' fitua- and taken as inheritance, and fhall accordingly defcend; and all children of 11aves 
tion. born in the poffeffion of . tenant for life or years {hall remain or revert, as the · 

parents do or fhould have done, to him or her in reverfion or remainder, after 
P.rovifo refpe&ing expiration of fuch term of years after the death of tenant for life or tenant in 
leafed flaves. t~~l, after poffibility of Hfue extinet .: Provided neverthelefs, that nothing in this 

clau~e lhall extend or be• conftrued to extend to leafes heretofore made ; aµy thing 
in this or any other Aa to the con~rary in anywife notwithftanding~ 



3d. And whereas in and by an Acl:, intituled " An Acl: to repeal the feveral JAMAICA. 
Afts and claufes of Acts refpecl:ing Slaves therein mentioned, and for the better 
order and government of Slaves, a0d other purpofes, the fo.rtieth claufe of an 41 Geo. III. c • .26. 
Ace of the lieutenant·governor, council, and affembly of this Hland, intituled 
" An Aa for the better ord.er an61. ,govemment of .Slaves," ·paffed in the year of '8 .. Cul. TM. c. z. 
our ·.Lord one_ thoufand £ix hundred and ninety .. fix, being the fame claµfe· herein .. 
before re-enacted, was annu1led, repealed, and made void : And .whereas the faid 
claufe was fo annulled, repealed, and made void inadvertently and through miftake, 
~n.d advantages may be attempted to be taken of fuch mifl:ake by ~deGgning rper- .. , . 
fons ,; be .it therefore enacted and declared by the authority aforefaid, That · the Cla_ufe 40 in laft
faid Glaufe., and every matter and thing therein contaiaed, is to be taken and coa .. recifitedd Ada t~ b; .

11 fi d d h b d · d · c d £r n. f h • f ffi con 1 ere as m rn . 
1 ere to ave een an contmue m .lOrce an eueu mm t e time o pa ng force; 

the faid Act., in the faid year of our Lora one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-: 
fix, until the paffing of this prefent Acl:,, any law, ufage, or cuftom to the contrary 
in anywife notwithftanding. 

4th. And be it further enaol:ed, That all ·flaves affigrred for dower fhall be Slaves for dower ' 
liab'le, proportionably with thofe belonging to any heir or heirs, to the payment may be taken for 
of debts, but not of legacies, any thing t0 the contrary notwithftanding: Pro- debts. 

vided nothjng in this Ace toatained fhall extend to hinder .any perfon poffeffed ~ufband'-t ·fale -of 
in his o~n right of any flave or flaves, to fell, or by gift ,or ~therwife difipofe hi~la;veuo ihar the 
of fuch flave or ilaves as he lhall think fit during his lifetime ; which fale, gift, wi ow. 

o.r difpofal £ball be a perpetual bar to his wife from anr ,claim of dower m 1i'uch 
flave or flaves. 

5th. And in order that there may be a fafe and r~gular mode in which property Bookis tG·,be-kept_, 
in 'flaves may be transferred at an eafy expenfe, be it enacted, That the clerks of wherein entries muft 

the peace, or clerks of the veftry where no clerks of the peace are, of the feveral ~e m~de 1 ~}des ·~ 
parifh~s and precinB:s within this Ifland, fhall keep a difiincl: book, in which it oug t an • 

{hall and may be lawful for all perfons refident within the parifh or precinct where 
fuch book is kept, to caufe entries to be made of all flaves fold and difpofed of, 
and agreed to be conveyed by toll ; in every which entry fhall be expreffed the Sub_fiance '!f the 
time .of the fale made, the names of the vendor and v·endee, the name and mark entrfi~s' ~ 1t11

11ch ~alt 
f h fl fl . h h fi.d . c h. h r ld h" h r .d con r:m· t1 es i vut1 o t e ave or aves, wit t e con 1 erat1on .LOT w 1c 10 ; w 1c , 1a1 entry fuch entr.ies n<,,t t@ . 

or toll, if the feller is lawfully authorized to fell or elif pofe of fuch flav:e or :iflaves, be effect~ tio. t~ans~ 
fhall be as good and valid to ratify and •Confirm the faid fale or fa.les, a:s if the fer flaves of a femme 

fame had been by deed or writing under hand and feal, and fhall be held, deemed, coverti; 

and adjudged to be a f ufficient record and evidence in any court of record within 
this Hland : Provided always, that no entry by way of toll fhall be effecl:ual to 
transfer and convey the flaves of a femme covert, but that fuch flaves lhall only 
be transferrea and conveyed by deed, executed and proved in the fame manner . . 
and form as is required to deeds for barring dower ; and if any perfon fuall raze, Puni~~ent !6.r era.
injure or defrroy any fuch entry or toll, the perfon fo offending, on being con .. iure ~f e:,trie? tfo 
vicl:ed in the fupreme court, or any court of affize within this Hland, lhall fuffer t~~~;k:r fu8c~e :nt~~ 
fuch punifhment as the law has provided againft fuch as raz.e, injure or defiroy when legal fee 
records; and if any clerk by whom fuch book is directed to be kept, fhall refufe tendered. 
or. negleB: to make fu~h entry on :receiving or having tendered to him the legal 
fee, he fhall forfeit to the party or parties injured the fum of ten pounds for every, 
fuch offence, to be recovered in a fummary way, · before two or more magifirates 
of the parifh or precinct, and to be levied by warrant under their hands and foals 
on the goods and chattels of the offender. 

',., j.' 
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AN ACT for the protecl:ion, fubfifi:ing, clothing, and for the better ord'er, 
regulation, and government of Slaves ; and for other purpofes. [ 14th De .. 

. cember 1809.] 

Preamble. WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the protec1:ion, fubfiftence, clothing, 
and better order and government of the flaves in this Hland ; may it pleafe Your 
Majefl:y, that it may be enaaed; be it therefore enacled by the Governor, Council, 

Slaves to be allowed and Affembly of this Your Majefty's lfland of Jamaica, That from and after the 
one ~ay in every commencing of this Acl:, the flaves belonging to or employed on every plantation 
fi8ortndight, hefides or fettlement /hall, over and above the holidays herein-after to be mentioned, be 

un ays, except ll d d . .c • h I . h . . fi - d 
during crop under a owe one ay m every 10rtmg t to cu tlvate t e1r own prov1 10n-groun s, ex-

, penalty of ;ol. clufive of Sundays, except during the time of crop, under the penalty of twenty 
pounds, to be recovered againfi: the overfeer or other perfon having the care of 
fuch flaves. 

Negro grounds to 2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every fuch mafter, 
he infpected every owner, or potfeifor, or his or her overfeer or chief manager, fhall, under the penalty month. 

of ten pounds for each neglecr, perfonally infpecl: into the ·condition of the negro 
grounds once in every month at leaft, in order to fee that the fame are cultivated and 
kept up in a proper manner, of which oath fhall be made, as in this aa is hereafter 

Where there are not directed : And whereas it may happen, that on fome plantations, pens, fettlements, 
prop~r lands, each and towns in this Hland, there may not be lands proper for the cultivation of pro-
11.'fie 

18 
to ~at pro- vifions, then and in that cafe the mall:ers, owners, or poffeffors do, by fome other ;:. 7/i:: w:k. ways and means, make good and ample provifion for all fuch flaves as they /hall be 

poifeifed of, equal to the value of three fuillings and four-pence currency per week 
for each flave, in order that they may be properly fupported and maintained, under 

Proper clothing to 
be given to flaves 
annually, under pe
nalty of 501. 

the penalty of fifty pounds. 

3d. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That every mafi:er, 
owner, or poffeffor of flaves, fuall, once in every year, provide and give to each 
flave they lhall be potfeffed of, proper and fufficient clothing, to be approved of 
by the jufiices and vefiry of the parifh where fuch mafter, owner, or poffeffor of 

· fuch flaves fhall refide, under the pnalty of fifty pounds. 

Yearly accounts to 
be given in of the 
provifion made for 
and clothing deli
vered to flaves, un. 
der penalty of 5 ol. 

4th. And be it further enatl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That every mafier, 
owner, proprietor, or poffeffor of flaves, his or her overfeer or chief manager, at 
their giving in an account of their flaves and ftock to the jufiices and vefiry, on 
the twenty .. eighth day of December in every year, or at the velhy which fhall be 
held next after that day, fhall, under the penalty of fifty pounds for every neglect, 
give in an account, on oath, of the nature and quantity of the clothing acrualiy 
ferved to each flave on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, for the appro-

. bation of the jufiices and veftry as aforefaid ; and fhall likewife at the fame time 
declare, on oath, that he has infpeaed the negro ground (where fuch grounds 
are allotted) of fuch plantation, pen, or fettlement, according to the direction of 
this Acl:. · 

Polfelfors of /laves 5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no -mall:er, 
not to turn 

th
em f owner, or poifeffor of any flave or flaves, whether in his' or her own right, or as 

.away on account o d. ft h ·re fh 11 a•r d 
-infirmity, but keep attorney, guar tan., tru ee, executor, or ot erw1 , a 11car or turn away any 
them on their pro- fuch flave or flaves on account or by reafon of fuch flave or flaves being rendered 
f.erties, and provide incapable of labour or fervice to fuch mafrer, owner, or poffeffor, by means of 0

1/hef; 
0

jder pe- ficknefs, age, or infirmity; but every fuch mailer, owner, or poffeifof as aforefaid, 
-na Y

O O 

• ./hall be and he is hereby obliged to keep all fuch :llave or flaves upon his, her, or 
their properties, and to find and provide them with fufficient clothing, wholefome 
neceffaries of life, and not fuffer fuch flave or flaves as · aforefaid to be in want 
thereof, or to wander about or become burthenfome to others for fuftenance, under 

·the penalty of twenty pounds for every fuch offence, to be recovered in afummary 

manner' 
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manner before any two jufl:ices of the peace on this Ifland; who are hereby autho:.. JAMAICA. 
rized; empowered, and required to caufe fuch mafter, owner, or poffeffot, his, her, 
Qr their attorney or agent1 and fuch other -perfons as they !hall judge necelfary to 
be fommoned before them, to enable them to judge and determine of the propriety 
of fuch information, and whether fuch mafier, owner, or · poffeffor ought to in.cur 
the faid penalty; and in the m.ean time, and until fuch trial can be had, the faid Wandering liaves 
juftices of the peace, upon their own view, or ·upon the information of any white !?aybe tah·ken up and 

r h h b d d · d k r. h d . fi k 1ent to t e work-perion on oat , are ere y empowere an req mre to ta e up , uc wan enn g, 1c > houfe to be r, po t• 
aged. or infirm flave or flaves, and to lodge him, her, or them, in the nearfll: work- ed,tillpoffelfo~ru:. 
houfe, there to be clothed and fed, but not worked, at the expenfe of the mafter, ~on~d, a_nd matter 
owner, ·or poffeffor, until fuch trial as aforefaid can be had ; and if it fhall appear to mqmred mto. 

the faid jull:ices on fuch trial, that the party or parties fo complained of is or are If ~offeffor fom}.d 

guilty of the faid offence, and lhall i-efuf~ to pay the faid fum of twenty pounds, and :~; tJ~:~~;,e!:,;k~ 
the fees .of fuch workhoufe, for the mamtenance of fuch flave or flaves, together houfe fees, &c. he is 
with the charges of clothing and of the convicl:ion, the faid jufiices are hereby re- to be_fent to gaol till 
quired and empowered, under the penalty of twenty pounds, forthwith by warrant he pay. ' 
under their hands and fea1s direcl:ed to the confl:able, to commit fuch offender or 
offenders to the common gaol of the county or pari{h where the offence lhall be 
committed, there to remain until he or fhe ihall pay the faid fum of twenty pounds 
and charges as aforefaid; one moiety of which faid fine fhall be paid into th~ hands 
of the churchwardens of fuch parilh for the poor of faid parifh; any law;cuftom~ 
or ufage to the contrary notwithfianding. 

6th. And whereas from the deceafe and change of refidence of many proprie
tors of flaves, and other circumfl:ances, and from the manumiffion of negro, mulatto, 
and other flaves, without any fui table provifion being made for their future main
tenance, many unhappy objecl:s, affiiB:ed with contagious diftempers, or difabled_ 
from labour by ficknefs, age, and otherwife, and having no owners, prove dan
gerous or become a burthen and nuifance to the feveral towns and parifhes of this 
Hla.nd : For remedy where.of, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, Juftices and veflrie~ 
That the jufl:ices and vefirymen of the feveral towns an·d parifhes in this Ifland be to lay tax_es for fop-_ 

empowered and they ar~ here?y empowered to lay a tax upo1;1 the inhabitants of :~~!.~:t~a.~~~
0
°;; 

the feveral towns and panlhes, m the fame manner as the parochial taxes are ufually paffed totheparifhes 
laid, for the purpofe of raifing fuch a fum as they fhall judge fufficient to provide where their form~r , 
for the maintenance, clothing, medical care, and attendance in the workhoufes or. ownehs r,e¥,ded, as 

other convenient places of the faid feveral towns and parHhes of this Ifland, of fuch :~ot h~v: ~::Joor 
negro, mulatto, or other flaves, or other unhappy objecls as aforefaid ; and the manumifed. 
magiftrates ref pecl:ively of fuch town and parilh are hereby empowered and re-
quired, upon application being made to them or either of them, to order all fuch 
objects as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to the r~fpeftive-workhoufes of 
each parifh where ( if a flave) the former proprietor or proprietors, owner or owners 
of fuch flave, lived or refided ; or if a perfon manumifed or made free of the 
parifh wherein the owner or owners commonly refided, or the property was fituated, 
to whom or to which fuch manumifed perfon belonged previous to the execution of 
fuch manumiffion, or if fuch manumiffion be by will, immediately previous to the 
deceafe of the tefi:ator or tefl:arrix, there to be l?dged and taken care of as aforefa~d : 
And· the magifirates and veftries of the feveral towns and parifhes as aforefaid are Veft~es to make _re• 
hereby empowered and required to make from time to time all fuch humane and gulatwns for_ their 
falutary regulations for the purpofes aforefaid as to them fhaU feem neceffary and accommodation. 

expedient; and the fupervifor or keeper of the workhouf e in fuch parifh to . which 
fuch flave fhall be fent by warrant from any other parilh, fhall be fubjecl: to receive 
the fame, under the penalty of twenty pounds. 

' 7th_. And it is h~reby enaB:ed and declared, That every pari{h in this lfland, to In the ·cafe of matm-· 

l;Vhich aby manumifed perfon fhall be removed in purfuance of this aa:, or any rnife~1 per~ons.,he- ' ' 
cfaufe of any former act for this p·urpofe, as to the place of.the legal fettlernent of ~0_::1,1.?g bu~tlien.~ 

r {h 1 b · l d • l . I . f 1ou1e to · :my. panm, fuch penon, al e ennt e to claun a I ·the advantages to be derived by aw rom_ fU:ch parilhmayhave 
the fectfrity bond direcl:ed to be entered in:to and · giveli in -and by an acl; paifed' in r~eourfeto the fecu• 
the fiftee{!th, year of the reign of His prefent Majefi:y, intituled " .An Acl: for regu- !"'tY. bodd entead, . 

lating the m;muroitfi9n.. of Negro, Mulat!o, an~ o~her Slaves, and to Oblige tlie ~:~ ~8; er 15 · 3, 
owners to make a proyJfion fo! them durmg theJr lives," by any perfon or perfons. 

manumifing 



J 
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JAMAICA. manumiffing any flave or flaves, to the churchwardens of whatfoever parifh fuch 
bond may · have been give!1, as full~ if the fame had. been entered intro_ to the 
churchwardeps of the pardh to which fuch manµm1fed perfqn ·fhall b~otne 
burthcmfome .• 

~r~perty of owners 8 th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in caf e any good~, 
lida~l.e £~r ~uppor,t pf chattels, or flaves belonaing to the owners of fuch old, infirm, and deferted :llave~ 

eierte\,l ,-,aves, . n h r · n... r r. .fL _ -tl 
tho.agJ;t not in the as aforefa1d, who {h~ll have become ~urt en1or~e to any par1m 1or 1upport, iuai 

pariQ:i they become .thereafter be found m any part of this Ifland, 1t may and fhall be lawful for the 
J>ur~enfome to. churchwardens of every fuch parifh to recover the full amount of all expenfe$, t9 

which fuch pari!h £hall at any time have been put on account of fuch deferted 
flaves, before any two juftices of the peace of the parifh or precinct wherein fuch 
goods, chattels, or flaves fhall be found, by diftrefs and fale of the fame. 

I)ifabledfl~ves, ~12e 9th. And whereas it fometimes happens that aged, infirm, or difabled :ftaves be
~~perty?fmf~ttt longittg to .the eftates of infolvent debtors, remain in the cufi:ody' of the provoft 
of;;;;~;,:° ;~r~ai marfhal of this Ifland, or his deputies, without a poffibility of the fame being fold 
may be removed b~ for the benefit of the creditors _of fuch eflates ; be it enacl:ed by the authority 
o~der of two mag!- aforefaid, That upon proof being made on ,eath by any deputy marfhal, before any 
ftrhatesttho ,the panlh two magifi:rates of the diftricl: wlie-rdn he £hall hold his appointment, that anv flave 
w ere e1r owner f d r. • • h ~ ·h 1- • h" ft d £ " h refided. p,r fiaves o the above e1cnpuon as or aye 11:Je€u 1n 1s cu o y 1or more t an 

fix months ther€to preceding, that fuch fl,aye ~r flaves have been repeatedly put 
up to fale by public outcry, that no bidder has offered to purchafe the fame, and 
there is no pr9b~bility of his or their being fold, it may and lhall be lawful for the 
faid two magiftrates to make an qrder, t;mder t4eir hands and feals, for the re"! 
moval of f~ch flave or flaves to the parifh wherejn th~ owner of fuch Qave or fiaves 
refided, at or immediately before the time when he 9r the took the benefit of the 
act for the relief of infolvent debtor~ now jn force or her~after to be in force, there 
to be maintained and provided for ~.ccordipg to the directions of this act herein-
before declar~d. ' 

Such (1rderbeing re- I oth. And it is hereby further enacl:ed, That fuch order being recorded in the 
corde~ in clerk of office of the clerk of the peace of the precintt wherdn the· gaol of fuch deputy 
~!ce s ofhffialce, pdrho: marlhal as aforefaid fhall be fituated, £hall be deemed and taken, in all the Courts 
vo,,.: mar an IS f h" ·1 d £ J:l. • I f 11 d' . . 
deputie·sindemnified o t 1s Ifiand, as a comp ete an per.1eu acqmtta , o a emands, claims, f mts. 
in acting un9er it. and actions of every kind on or againft fuch provoft marlhal or any of his deputies, 

as may or fhall be made, inftituted, or preferred by any perfon or perfons what
foever, on account er by reafon of the removal of any fuch flave or flaves as 
aforefaid out of his or their cufiody. 

If negroes aftli8:ed 1 1 th. And whereas negroes afllicl:~(J with the yaws are fometimes permitted to 
with the yaws are leave their mafter's property and travel aboqt the c;oun(ry, to the great annoyance 
allowed to ledave the1 0f the public and of thofe in the neighbourhood ; be it enacl:ed, That every owner 
property, an tra ve • f fl L • h h • · · r. · h- r · · 
about the country, or proprietor o aves, or 111s, er, or t e1r over,eer, ~s t e ca-te may be, perm1ttmg 
the owner, &c. per- the fame, fhall forfeit the fum of twenty pounds for ev~1·y fuch offenct;; one 
mitt~g the/ame to moiety of w~ich to be paid to tQe informer, ancj. the other nwiety to the church
forfeit 201

• or each. wardens for the poc;>r of the parifh in which the off en~~ £hall be committed, and 
which forfeiture fhall be recovere4 in a fummary manner, on oath of the informer, 
or other perfon complaining, to Q~ levieq. by w~rant 9{ ~he fai~ magiftrates,- who, 
on tefufal or failure of payment, are herepy ;l\l~horized to commit th~ clelinquent 
~o the cou:Q.ty or ncareft gaol u~tH paid. , 

Field fiayes are to 1 ~ th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That every field 
:ave~•~ an hdurfor fiave on Cuch plantation or fettlement fhaU, on wor~ days, be allowed half an h~:r~ rq/ dj;n;~o hour for breakfaft, and two hours for dinner ; an4 _that no fiave& fhall be com-=
and 'l~i tQ l\',ork ~e- pelled to any manner of field-wor~ upon the plantation before the hour of five in 
fore fore nqr ;aftt:r _ the morning, or after the hou;r of feven at :p.jght, except during the time of crop,_ .. . 

9 
feven,, ex~~pt dunig under the pen~lty of fifty pounds, to be recovered agai~ft the overfeer or other- -:rf~t1; er pena ty perfo~ havi~~ the charge of f~ch flaves. 

Slaves to be 3:llowed •_3th. ~d ~e it further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That for the future 
the ufual hobpays; all fiaves in this Iftand fuall be allowed the ufu~l number of holidays' that were 
hut tlr.er arce ntot to allowed at the ~fqal f~fons of Ohri(lmas, Eafter~ and Whitfuntide ~ Pr-omded. 

that 
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that at every fu,ch refpe6:ive feafon no two holidays fhall be allowed to follow ·, or ·J AMAICJ}.. 
fucceed immediately one after the other, except at Chrifi_mas, when they fhall be .. _ · '. 
allowed Chrifimas-day, _and alfo the day immediately fucceeding; any law, have two fuc~effive 

cufiom, or ufage to the contrary notwithfianding: And if any ·mafter, owner, ~ir1tt::'acs~pt at 
guardian, or attorney of any plantation or fettl~ment, or the overfeer of foch If .r 11 

I · r 1 fh r ._ £ [: • . ll pe1 ions a ow p antat1on 0r 1ett ement, . all prefuJlle, at the 1ea1ons a1ore aid, to a ow any them more holidays 
holidays to any flave belonging to any fuch plantation or fettlement, other than is atth~fefeafons, they 
direcled by this Aa to be given, every perfon fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of forfeit .S l. 
five pounds. · 

14th. And in order to encourage flaves for ·every good and worthy aB: that Slaves taking up 

they fhall do, be it further enatl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That every flave run_aways,. or d_ifco
or flaves that !hall inform againfi any perfon who fhall have or conceal any runa- hveribng the

1
ir bemgb 

• · 11. ar ourec , are to e 
way flave or .flaves, fo that iuch runaway :£lave or flaves may be taken and reitored rewarded at difcre-
to his or their owner or owners, or be committed to any workhoufe, every fuch tion of a magillrate. 

flave or flaves fo informing {h~ll be entitled to fuch reward as any juftice fhall 
think jufl: and reafonable, and be paid by fuch perfon or perfons as fuch jufi:ice 
fhall determine ought to pay the fame, not lefs than ten fhillings, nor exceeding 
twenty fhillings, to be enforced by a warrant under the hand and feal of fuch 
juftice. 

1 5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave If they kill or take 
or flaves {hall kill or take any . flave or flaves in actual rebellion, he or they fhall rebels, they are to 

receive from the churchwardens of the refpective parifhes where fuch flave or be alfo rewarded. 

flaves fhall have been killed the fum of three pounds, and the fum of five. pounds 
'if taken alive, and a blue cloth coat, to be paid and furnifued by the church-
wardens of the refpedive parilhes where fuch flave or flaves !hall have been killed 
or taken ; the whole expenfe whereof fhaH be reimburf ed by the receiver.genera 1 
for the time being out of any monies in his hands unappropriated. 

16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon _Perfonswilfullykill
h€reafter £hall wantonly, willingly, or bloodmindedly kill or caufe to ·be killed any mg flav.es to fuffer · 

negro or other flave, fuch perfon fo offending £hall on conviction be adjudged. dealb. 

guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, and £hall fuffer death accordingly for 
the faid offence: Provided always, that fuch conviction £hall not extend to the Blood not corrupt
corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenemen~s, goods or chattels; ed thereby. 

any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary thereof in anywife notwithfl:anding. 

17th. And in order to prevent any perfon from mutilating or d.ifmembering any Perfons mutilating 
flave or flaves, be it further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That if any mafter, flaves, or coofenting 

miftrefs, owner, poffeffor, or other perfon whatfoever, £hall at his, her, or their therleto,dn~ay h~}inedd 
"11 d I r. b h. h h . • n· • h h. h 100 .an 1mprllone own WI an p fa1ure, or y 1s, er, or t e1r direLLIOn, or wit 1s, er, or twelve months be-

their knowledge, fufferance, privity, or confent, mutilate or difmember any flave fides being liable to 
or flaves, he, fhe, or they !hall be liable to be indi6:ed for each offence in the anatti~nofdamages. 

fupreme court of judicature, or in any of the .affize courts of this Ifland, and 
upon conviction fhall be punifl1ed by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
and imprifonment not exceeding twelve months, for each and every flave. fo muti .. 
lated or difmembered ; and fuch punifhment is declared to be without prejudice 
to any aaion that could or might be brought at common law for recovery of , 
damages for on account of the fame ; and in very atrocious caf es, where the Court may in atro~ 
owner of fuch flave or flaves fhall be convicted of fuch offence, the court before cious cafes manumit 

whom fuch offender fhall have been tried and convicted ~re hereby empowered, in mutilated flaves, 

cafe they fhall think it neceifary for the future proteaion of foch flave or ilaves, 
to declare him, her, or them free and difcharged from all manner of fervitude to 
all Intents and purpofes whatfoever ; and in all fuch cafes the court are hereby em- and order the penal
powered and authorized, if to them it {hall appear neceffary, to order and direcl: ty to be pa~d to 
the faid fine · of one hundred pounds to b~ paid to the jufiices and veflry of the v.eftry, 

pari!h to which the faid flave or flaves belonged, to the ufe of the faid parifh ; 
the faid juftices and vefiry, in confideration thereof, paying to each of the faid who are to allow the 

flave or flaves fo made free· the fum of ten pounds per a:nnum for hi~ or :her flaves iol. per 

maintenance and fupport during life; And in cafe any flave or flaves fhaU fufter an
1
num. 

1 
. • -

b i: d c "b d ·1 · . r. h fi fl h. h . h · 1. S aves comp ammg an~ ei.ore- e~cn. e mutt at1ons, ,uc a!e ?r . aves, o~ 1s, er, ot t e1r app _1~ to a magiftrate may 
cation to any 1ufbce of the peace, the fa1d JUfbce ~ of the peace fhall be and 1s be fent to the work-

( 180) M ' hereby 
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JAMAICA. hereby direaed, required, and empowered on view, and its appearing to his 
------ fatisfaaion that fuch mutilation has been - really fuffered, to fend fuch flav~ or 
houfe, to be fup- flaves to the neareft workhoufe where .f uch offence fhall b~ committed, and fuch 

/ ~
0

11
rted a~d ~ttfended flave or flaves fhall be there {afely kept and carefully attended at the expenfe of 

tl meetmg O • • h It. ll b I l . f h . n· d . veftry. fuch parHh, unnl fuch time as t ere ma e a ega meeting o t e Ju ices an 

I 
I 

' veftry of f uch pa~Hh ; whic~ jufl:ices and veftry fo met are hereby ~rea~ed and 
who are hereby appointed a council of protecbon to fuch flave or flaves ; and the fa1d JUfhces and 
created_ a council of veftry fo met are hereby di!e&ed and impow~re~ to make further and full enquiry~ 
pr~tecl~on~ aad are upon view into the commitment of the mutdat1on of fuch flave or flaves ; and 1t 
to 1t~ql ut~re mto fduch to them it fhaU appear proper) the faid J0

uftices and veftry are hereby empowered mu 1 a tons, an , . 
profecute the ~ and required to prof ec_uce to effecl:_ fuch owner or owners ; the expenf~ of wh1c~ 
offenders. profecution lhall be paid by the panfh where fuch offence fhall be committed; and 
Owners maybe fued in cafe the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves fhall appear capable of paying 
for cofts. the cofts and charges of fuch before-mentioned profecution, the faid juftices and 

vefiry are hereby empowered to commence. fuit or fuits againft fuch owner or 
_ owners of fuch flave or flaves, and recover all cofts and charges out qf purfe by 

Workhoufe-keeper them laid out and expended in fuch fuit or fuits ; and the keeper or fupervifor of 
to produce muti- the workhoufe where fuch mutilated flave or flaves fhall have been firft com ... 
lated flaves at firft mitted, is hereby directed and required, upon d~e notice of the firfl: IJ1€eting of 
veftry, under 
penalty of 201 • the juftices and vefi:ry of the parifh where the offence was committed, to produce 

fuch mutilated flave or flaves for the infpeclion and dire6:ion of fuch jufi:ices and 
veftry, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect in not produdng 
before fuch juftices and veftry fuch flave or flaves. 

Juftices being in- · -i-8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any jufrice 
formed !h

1 
atdflaves of the peace fhall receive any complaint or probable intelligence from any flave or 

are mutt ate or • h fl fl · r ·1 d · fi d confined witheut otherw1fe, t at any ave or aves 1s or are 10 mut1 ate , or 1s or are con ne 
fupport, are to iffue without fufficient fupport, it £hall and may be lawful for fuch jufi:ice of the peace, 
their warrants, in and he is hereby empowered and required forthwith to iffue his warrant to any con-

b
0rdber thaht tlbieyfimay ftable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where fuch flave or flaves 

e mug t e ore . d f h fl fl I d · them. fo mutilated are confined, an uc ave or aves to re eafe an brmg before fuch 
juftice, who, on view of the faa, is hereby authorized to fend fuch flave or flaves to 
the workhoufe for proteclion, there to be kept, but ·not worked, until inquiry 
fhall be made into the faa according to law. -

Perfons cruelly 19th. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
beating flaves, or the commencement of this Act, any perfon or perfons that fhall wantonly or 
co1_1fining them l b · d {h 11 · · r 
without fupport, cruelly whip, ma treat, beat, rmfe, woun , or a 1mpn1on or keep in confine-
may ,be fined and ment, without fufficient fupport, any flave or flaves, fhall be fubjecl: to be indicred 
imp~foned at dif- for the fame in the fupreme court of judicature, or in either of the courts of affize 
cretion of the court, or courts of quarter feffion in this Hland; and upon being thereof legally convicted, 

he, fhe, or they fhall fuffer fuch punifument, by fine or imprifonment, or both, as 
. the judges or juftices of fuch c·ourts fhall think proper to inflia, any law, cufi:om, 
an~ alfo be liable to or ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithfianding ; and fuch punilhment is 
atbons of damages. hereby declared to be without prejudice to any action at common law that could 

of might be brought for the recovery of damages for and on account of the fame, 
in cafe fuch flave or flaves lhall not be the property of the offender. _ 

No flave to have 20th. And in order to reftrain arbitrary punifhment, be it further enafted -by the 
mtore ~ha~ ten _lafhef.s authority aforefaid, That no flave in any plantation or fettlement, or in ariy of the 
a a time 1or one o - 1 h r l f · JL • • 
fence unlefs the wor1t ou,es or gao s o this lfland, mall rece1 ve more than ten lafhes at one time 
t0~rie~,' &c. or fuper- and for one offence, unlefs the owner, attorney, guardian, executor o_r admini
-:~or, &c. beprefe!t; fi:rator, or overfeer of fuch plantation or fettlement, having fuch flave in his care, or 

t or !11°re than ~htr- fupervifor of fuch workhoufe, or keeper of fuch gaol, fhall be prefent ; and that 
y-mne on any ac- f h · · "fi · · 

count in one day no uc owner, attorney, guardian, executor, adm1m rator, .or overfeer, fuperv1for, 
under penalty. ' or gaol-keeper, fhall on any account punifh a flave with more than thirty-nine lalhes 

at one time and for one offence, nor inflia or fuffer to be inflicted fuch !aft-men
tioned punifhment1 nor any other number of lafhes in the fame day, nor until the 
delinquent has recovered from the effe6:s of any former punilhment, under a 
penalty not lefs than ten pounds or more than twenty pounds for every offence ; to 
be recovel'ed againft the pe~fon dire6:ing or permitting fuch punifument, in .a fum-
·mary manner upon conv1chon before any twp magiftrates by warrant. · 

. 21ft. And 
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2 dl:. And whereas a mifchievous practice has fometi'mes prevailed of punifhing JAMAICA. 
ill-difpofed flaves, and fuch as are apt to abfcond from their-owners, by fixing or -,-----=---=~
caufing to be fixed round the neck of fuch ~aves an iron co11ar with pr~jeffing bars 
or hooks, to prevent the future defertion of fuch flaves ; be it forther eha&.ed 
by the authority aforefaid, That fuch priftice is hereby declared to be ntterly un• Penal:ies ,on perfons. 
lawful, and that no perfon fhaH, on any pretence whatfoever, punifh any negroe or put~ing weights or / 
other flave, whether his own property or otherwife, by fixing or caufing to 'be ~hams on £laves, or _/ 

fi d . h 11 , d h k fr. h fl b l d" h b iron collar~, other x~ an iron or ot er co ar ro~n t e nee , o 1uc. ave,. or . y oa mg: t. e . ody than here defig-
or hmbs of fuch flave, for any offence whatfoever, with chains, Irons, or weights of nated. 

any kind; other than a light collar without hooks, to indicate that fuch flave is an 
incorrigible runaway, under a penalty not lefs than five pou·nds nor excee~ing fifty 
pounds, to be recovered in a _ fummary manner before any two or more j uftices of . . 
the peace of tpe parHh or precincl: where the offence fhall be committed; and all Juftices u d _ 
and every the juftices of the peace within this Ifland are hereby authorized, di~ecl:ed, nalty of 1:oi;t~e ._/" 
and r~quired, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, on i!lformation and view have fuch collars, 
of fuch offence, to order fuch ·collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be immediately &c. taken off. 

t~ken off from the flave or flaves wearing or bearing. the fame. · , 

22d. And be it further ,enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That no flave (fuch No flave to travel 
only excepted as are going with firewood, grafs, fruit, provifions, or f mall frock, and (u~nlefs to market) 
other goods which they may lawfully fell, to market, and returning therefrom) w,1thout a ticket, 

fhall hereafter be fuffered or permitted to go out of his or her mafi:er's or owner's 
plantation or fettlement, or to travel from one town or place to an.other, uniefs fuch 
flave £hall have a ticket from his mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer, expreffing 
particularly· the time of fuch flave's fetting ~ut, and where he or fhe is going, and 
the time limited for his or her return, under a penalty not exceeding forty fhillings d It f 

r £L' d. b d fi h ft un erpena yo 40s. for every flave 10 OiJen mg, to e recovere rom t e ma ~r, owner, employer, _or on the owner, &c. 
overfeer, in a fummary manner, before any one juftice of the peace, by warrant of if he can no~ prove 
diftrefs, complaint being made to him upon oath, unl_efs the mafter, owner, employer, he gave a ticket, or 

or overfeer of fuch flave lhall prove upon oath before any J. ufiice of the peace of the th
1
.atht 

th
te 1..~ave ~ent . ft w OU HIS conient. 

parifh or precmcl: where fuch ma er, owner, employer, or overfeer may. or !hall live · 
or happen to be, that he did give the faid flave fuch ticket as aforefaid, or that fuch 
flave went away without his confent, in which cafe the juftice to order punilhment; 
and if fuc? jufti~e fhall refufe or. ~egl~a his duty, ~ither i~ cauring the penalty to If "uffices do nbt in
be forthwith levied, on complamt bemg made to him as a~orefa1d, or t_he owne~, flilt this penalty, 
overfeer, or any other perfon wh.o £hall fuffer a flave, bemg under his or ,their they forfeit 51. 
direction, to go without a ticket as aforefaid, every juftice fo offending £hall . · 
forfeit the fum of five pounds ; any law, cufl:om, or ufage to the contrary 
notwi t hfl:anding. 

2 3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, Tha~ Iio ticket Tickets to be only 
{hall be granted to any flave or flaves for any time exceeding one calendar for one month. 

month. 

24th. And whereas the more effectually to conceal runaway flaves, or prevent Freepeople ,rand 
their being apprehended·, tickets are given by Indians, free negroes, or free tickete to E~ves 

1:f 
mulattoes ; be it therefore enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, 'fhat any Indian, others to be punilhed 

free negro, or mulatto, granting or giving fuch ticket with fuch intent_, fhall be ~~ t~ court fhall 
liable to be tried for the faid offence before the fupreme court of judicature, or in ire • 

either of the courts of affize in this Hland where the offence fhall be committed ; 
and on convicl:ion £hall fuffer the· lofs of free~om, tranfportation, or fuch- other 
punifhment as the court in their difcretion fhall think proper to inflict. 

2 5th. And be it ~urther enacl:ed _by the autho_rity afor~faid, That if f~ch ticket White people doing 
£hall be granted or given by any white perfon, with fuch mtent as aforefa1d, to any fo to be alfo punifu .. 
flav-e or fla ves, before or after his or their abfenting themfelves from their owner, ed at difcretion of 

employer, overfeer, or manager, fuch white perfon fha\l be liable to be tried· for . the court. 

the fame before the fupreme court of judicature, or either.of the affize ~ourts of 
this· Ifland where the offence fhall be committed, and on conviction fhall 1foffer 
f uch punHhment a·s the court' in their difcretion fhall _think proper to inflicl:. 

26th. -And be it further enacted by the authory aforefaid, That if any ma~er, Penalty of 501. for 
owner, guardian, poffeffor, or a_ttorney, overfeer, or book-keeper of any plantation not endea_vouri11g to 

or 



'l 

I 

I 
j· 

JAMAICA. or fettlement, £hall hereafter fuffer any ftrange flaves to affemble tQgether and beat 
their dr'!ms, or blow their horns or fhells, upon any plantation, pen, or fettlement, 

fuppre~s unlawful • or in any yard or place under his, her, or their care or management, or fhall not en
affembbes of flaves deavour to dif perfe or prevent the fame, by im~ediately giving notice thereof to 

the next magifirate or commiffioned officer, that a proper force may be fent to 
difperfe the faid flaves, every fuch mafter, owner,-guardian, poffeffor, or attorney, 
overfeer or book-keeper, fhall for every fuch offence, upon convia:ion thereof 
upon an indictment ia the fupreme court of judicature or courts of aflize, pay a 
fine of fifty pounds to His Majefty, his heirs and fucce£fors, for and towards the 
fupport of the government of this Ifland, and the contingent charges thereof: 

l?forma_tio!1 muft be Provided neverthelefs, that information of fuch offence fhall be made, upon oath, 
given wtthm four- b fi f H. M . ft ' . ft. f h . h" h r. f c d teen days. e ore any o . 1s a1e y s JU ices o t e peace, wit m t ~ 1pace o .1ourteen ays 

after the comm1ffion of the offence. 

Civil and military 27th. And be it further ena6:ed by the authority aforefaid, That all officers civil · 
officers to fupprefs and military lliall be an.d are hereby empowered and required to enter into any 
fuch affemblies. plantation, fettlement, or other place, to difperfe all fuch unlawful affemblies, and 

. 0 verfeers, &c. who 
f uffer fuch affem
blies to be impri
foned fix months ; 

to fupprefs and prevent all unlawful drummings, or other noife as before mentioned, 
any law cuftom or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding, according to the nature, 
degree, or circumftances of the cafe. 

28th. And whereas it has been found by experience that rebellions have been 
often concerted at negro dances and nightly meetings of flaves, and as it has ·been 
found alfo that thofe meetings tend much to injure the health of negroes ; be it 
further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any overfeer, or in his abfence 
any book-keeper, or other white perfon having the care and management of any 
plantation or fettlement, _{hall fuffer any flaves to affemble together, or beat their 
drums, or blow their horns or fhells, every fuch overfeer, book-keeper, or other 
white perfon fo offending, £hall for every fuch offence, upon conviction thereof 
upon an indictment in the fupreme court of judicature, or before the j ufiices of 

. . . . affize, fuffer imprifonment, without bail or mainprize, for any term not exceeding 
·if itnh~or~atitoa given fix calendar months; provided information is made upon oath .as aforefaid, before 
WI in ,our een f ·. M . /l ' •. /l. f h . h. .c d fi h dayi. ., one o His aJe1L y s JUu1ces o t e peace, wit m .1ourteen ays a ter t e corn-
Slaves may have miffion of fuch offence; but.nothing herein co°:tained !hall be confirued to prevent 
diverfions on the any mafl:er, owner, or proprietor of any plantation or fettlement, or the overfeer 
properti:f th~y he- thereof, from granting liberty to the flaves of fuch plantation or fetttlement only_ 
~ng to, 

1 ;'d0 • rums, for aifembling together upon fuch plantation or fettlement, and playino- and diverting 
ac. are u1e , • • h "' 
.but they muft be themfelves m any mnocent amufements, fo as t ey do not make ufe of military 
over by ten at night. drums, horns, or fhells; but that they fhall and may grant fuch _liberty when and as 

often as they pleafe, any thing in this o~ any other act to the contrary notwith
ftanding ; provided that fuch amufements are put an end to by ten of the clock at · 

Negro burials to be 
over by funfet, or 

· owner, &c. forfeits 
501. 

night. · 

29th. And in order to prevent riots and nightly meetings among negro and other 
fiaves, to the difturbance of the public peace, and endangering their health ; be it 
further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all negro burials fhall in future take 
place in the day-time only, fo that the fame may be ended before funfet; and if 
any mafter, owner, or poffeffor of flaves, his or her overfeer or chief manager, fuall 
knowingly fuffer or permit the burial of any flave otherwife than as before direB:ed, 

·Burials in the towns he iball forfeit the fum of fifty pounds ; and if any burials fhalf take place in any of 
&c; mufft.al;oheover the towns of this lfiand, or in favannas, commons, or other places not in charge of 
be1ore un1et.1 r f ,. r r f f d. · · h r h · · an oveneer, a ter 1un1et, every penon o ree con Itlon, m w 01e oufe, yard, or 

Pree people (offering 
affemblies at their 
houfes to be im
prifoned; if com• 
plained of in four
teen ·days. 

premifes any flaves £hall be permitted to affemble for attending fuch burial, fhall 
forfeit a fum not lefs than five pounds, nor exceeding fifty pounds ; and the negro or 
other flaves who £hall meet for the purpofe of attending fuch burial, or be found 
thereat, {hall, upon convicl:ion before two or more magiftrates, fuffer fuch punifh
ment as the faid magiftrates !hall direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lafhes. 

30th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforef~id, That if any Indian, free 
negro, or mulatto, fhall hereafter f uffer any unlawful affembly of flaves at his or· her 
houfe or fettlement, every fuch India~ free ~egro, or mulatto fhall, upon due con .. 

via:ion 
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vicl:ion thereof, fuffer iinprifonm.ent not exceeding fix months : Provi4ed neverthe-_ JAMAICA. 
lefs, that information thereof £hall be given, on oath, within fourteen days of fuch · 
unlawful meeting. ' · 

3 1fr. And whereas the permitting and fuffering neg~o and other f1aves to k~,~p Owners, &c. of 
horfes, mares, mules, or geldings, is attendediwith many and great mifchiefs to the flmrnknowingly 

Ifl' d · l · d h r d h r. • permitting them to an m genera ; m or er t ere1ore to reme y t e 1ame, be It further enacted by keep horfes, &c. to 
the authority aforefaid, That from and after the commencing of this Act, ·no mafl:er, f~rfeit 301. for each 
owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, trufree, or other perfon in poffeffion of any offence. 

plantation, pen, or fettl~ment, fhall knowingly permit or fuffer any flave or ~.aves 
to keep on fuch plantat10n, pen, or fettlement, any horfe1 mare, mule, or geldmg ; 
and in cafe of fo doing fhall for every offence forfeit the fom of, thirty pounds, to be 
-recovered in a fummary manner before any two juftices of the peace for the parifh 
or precinct where fuch offence is committed or permitted. 

32d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every mafrer, ~henhfl:ock given 
• · d · fr r. • rn oat to be made owner, proprietor, attorney, guar ian, , trp ee, or other perfon, at the re1pechve th~t 

O 
ie of th · 

times of their giving in account of their flaves and flock to the jnfiices and veftry, horfe~, 
1

&c. b~ling 
fhall alfo make oath that none of the faid horfes, mares, mules, or geldings fo given to any flave, under 

in, do belong to any negro or other flave; and that fuch perfon fo giving in, or his, pen~lg of 3~1 {.~r. 
her, or their employer or employers, hath not nor have in his, her, or their poffef- neg e or re u a· 

fion, to his, her, or their knowledge or belief, any horfe, mare) mule, or gelding, 
belonging to or reputed ·to belong to .any flave or flaves; in cafe any perfon or 
perfons £hall neglect or refuf e fo to do, every perfon fo neglecting or refufing 
fuall for every offence forfeit the fum of thirty pounds, to be recovered in the fame 
ru·mmary manner, and to be difpofed of as hereinafter mentioned: And if any 
perfon o~ perfons hereafter fhall difcover any horf e, mare, mule, or gelding, 
belonging to any negro or other flave, he fhall forthwith take and fend the fame 
to the neareft pound of the parifh where fuch horfe, mare, mule, or gelding fhall 
be foun d ; and the keeper of the pound aforefaid fhall aµd he is hereby obliged 
to receive the fame, under the penalty of ten pounds for each and every ~orfe, mare, 
mule, or gelding fo refuftd, unlefs the fame fuall be difordered, fo as to endanger 
the cattle or other frock already in the pound, in which cafe only it fhall and may 
be lawful for fuch pound-keeper to refufe fuch difordered horfe, mare, mule, ot 

Any perfon difco~ 
vering horfes, &c. 
belonging to flaves, 
muft fend them to 
the pound. 

gelding ; and upon reception into the pound of any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, ~ow they are to be 
the property or fuppofed property of any negro or other flave, the pound--keeper difpofed-ot 
aforefaid !hall for four fucceffive· weeks advertife the fame in the Gazette or 
Chronicle of the county where fuch pound is fituate, under the head of negro flock, 
and defcribing the height, colour, and marks in the moft particular manner ; and 
in one week after the expiration of the faid four weeks ad vertifement fhall put up . 
and fell the fame at the ufual place of public fales in the faid parifh, and after 
deduaion of the uf ual charges of the pound, in which no mile-money fhall form 
a part, £hall pay one moiety ofthe net proceeds to the perfoQ. who brought in fuch 
horfe, mare, .mule, or gelding, and the other moiety to the churchwardens 1of the 
parifu, for the ~enefi.t of the poor of the faid pariih. 

33d. And in order that _further encouragement may be given to the increafe and Female fla~es who 

Protecl:ion of negro infants, be it further enacred by the authority aforefaid, That · 1~a~e fix children d 
- h . fh 11 h fi h"ld 1· . ,1- ll d fi 11 ivmg are exempte every female flave w o a ave 1x. c 1 ren , 1vmg ma be exempte rom a from hard labour, 

hard labour in the field or otherwife, and the owner or poffeffor of every fuch and their owners 
female flave !hall be exempted from all manner of taxes for foch female flave, from taxes for them; 

any thing in the act commonly called The Poll Tax Law, or any other of the tax laws 
of this Hland paffed or annually to be paifed, to the centrary notwithfianding; 
and a deduction fuall be made for all fuch female ·flaves from the taxes of fuch 
owner or poffeffor, by certifica~e of the juftices and vefrry : Provided neverthelefs, proof being given 
that proof be given on oath, to the fatisfaB:ion of the faid juftices arid vefiry, not thh~ltdthe mot

1
~e~ and 

·.r. b f h.ld b ··h h h 1· · c 1 ren_are 1vmg. only that the requwte num er -o · c 1 ren, toget er wit t e mot er, are 1V1ng, 
but alfo that the mother is exempted from all manner of field or other labo_ur, and 
is provided with the meaps of an eaf y and comfortable maintenance~ 

(18.) N 34th And 
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JAMAICA~ 34th. And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary that the fl~ves in this Ifland lhould 
------- be kept in due obedience to their owners, and in due fubordiriation to the white 

people in general, and as much as in the power of the legiflature all means and 
opportunities of flaves being concerned in rebellious conf piracies, and committing 
other crimes, to the ruin and defiruB:ion of the white people and others in this 
Ifland, prevented., and that proper punifhments fhould be appointed for all crimes 

Sla~~s ·concerned in to be by them committed ; be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
_re!>e!_li01~, ~r corn- if any flave or flaves fhall after the commencement of this All: enter into or be 
mi~tt;;gmdur~her, &fc. concerned in any rebellion or rebellious confpiracy, or commit any murder, felony, 
to muer eat ,tran - r r r • 
portatio-n, &c. burglary, rob~ery, or fet fir~ to any hou1es, out-hou1es, negro-hou1es, cane-~1eces, 

grafs or corn-pieces, or. break mto fuch houf es, out-houfes, or negro-houfes, m the 
day-time, no perfon being therein, and fl:eal thereout, or compafs or imagine the 
death 'of any white perfon, and declare the fame by fome overt aB:, or commit any 
other crime which would fubjeB: white perfons, or perfons of free conditions, to be 
indicl:ed for felony, fuch flave or flaves fhall for every fuch offence or offences, 
upon trial and convidion thereof in manner herein-after mentioned_, fuffer death, 
lranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper to direct, 
according to the nature and extent of the offence. 

lf flaves oifer-vio- 35th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave £hall 
lenceto white or free aifault or offer any violence, by {hiking or otherwif e, to or towards any white perfon 
pedople, c~u{hrt to or perfons of free condition, fuch flave, upon due and proper proof, fuall upon 
or er pum ment ; . n. . {h d . h d I f • fi h d I r unlefs fufficient conv1uion be pum e wit eat 1, tran portation, or con nement to ar abour 10r 
·reafon fhown. life or a limited time, or fuch other punifhment, according to the nature of the 

offence, as the court fhall in their difcretion chink. proper to inflict ; provided fuch 
affault or violence be not by command of his, her, or their owners, overfeers, or 
perfons _ intrufied over them, or in the lawful defence of their owners' perfons or 

'• . 

How flaves poffeff
ing fire-arms are 
to be punifhed. 

· _Slaves pretendingfo 
fupernatural power 
·may be fentenced to 
·death, &c. 

Slaves. preparing 
··or giving poifon, 
though death does 
not enfue, are to 
fuffer de:ith. 

goods. 

· 3 6th. And be it further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave or flaves 
fhall hereafter be found to have in his,her, or theircufl:ody or poffeffionanyfire-arms, 
pikes, fabres, f words, cutlaffes, lances, gunpowder, flugs or ball, without the know
ledge of his, her, or their owner, proprietor, or poffeffor, or his, her, or· their overfeer, 
fuch ·Have or flaves fhall be taken before two magifirates, who fhall, if they are of 
opinion that the fame was with evil intent, commit fuch flave or flaves to the gaol, 
to be tried by a flave-court as herein-after direB:ed ; and upon conviB:ion the faid 

·flave or flaves fhall fuffer death, tranfportation, or fuch ·other punifhment as the 
·~court ,fh'aU ·think proper to direct. 

. 37th. And in order to prevent the many mifchiefs that may hereafter arife from 
the wicked 1art of neg roes going under rhe appellation of obeah men and women, and 
pretending to have communication with the devil and other evil fpirits, whereby the 
w~ak and fuperfii-tious are deluded into a belief oftheir having full power to exempt 
them, whilfi under their _proteB:ion, from many evils that might otherwife happen ; 
be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the commence
·ment of this Aa, anyflave who fhall pretend to any fu.pernatural power in order to pro
,·.mo~e the purpofes ~f rebellion, or !hall ufe or pretend to ufe any fuch practices, with 
intem or fo as to affe'C\: or endanger the life or health of any other flave, fhall upon 
convi6:ion thereof fuffer death or tranfportation ·; any thing in this or any other Act 
to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

38th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or 
.other ~'ave 0r flayei fhall mix o_r prepare, with an intent to give or caufe to be given 
any p01fon, or pmfonou~ or noxious drug, pounded glafs, or other deleterious matter 
in the pr~cl:ic~ of obeah or otherwife, alt~ough ?eath mar not enfue on the taking 
thereof, the faid flave ·or flaves, together with their acceffanes as well before as after 
the fa~ (being flaves), being duly convicl:ed thereof, lhall fuffer death-; any thing 

· in this or any other Acl: to the contrary in anywife notwithfl:anding. 
Punifhment on 
flaves having any 
poifonous drugs, 
poltnded glafs, &c. 
in their poffeffions 

39th. And be_ it further enacted, That if there !hall be found in the poffeffion of 
any flave any p01fon?us drugs! pounded ~lafs, parro!s beaks,. dogs teeth, alligators 
teeth, or other materials notorioufly ufed m the pracbce of obeah or witthcraft, and 

Ill 
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in a fiate of evident preparatio~ for carrying on fuch dangerous and nefarious IAMAlCA. 
praaice, fuch flave upon convicl:ion fhall be liable to fuffer trar..,,fportation· from 
this Ifland, or fuch other punifhment, not extending to life, as the court fhall think 
proper to direa. · . 

40th. And whereas it is neceffary to prevent fe~re~ and unlawful meetings of Slav~s found at an! 
flaves, be it therefore enac.:l:ed by the authority aforefaid, That all and every fla~e or md. ee!1~.ftg, f?rmed for 

fI h fh 11 b .c · d · .r: d · h c h r f d • a m1n1 · enng un-aves w o a e 1oun at .any meetmg, 1orme . e1t er 1or t e purpo1e o a m1- lawfulo~tl\s &c·. are 
nifiering unlawful oahs, by drinking human blood mixed with rum, grave-dirt, or to be puniffied as 
otherwife, or of learning the ufe of arms, or for any other unlawful or dangerous court fuall direa; 
purpofe, fuch flave or flaves fhall on convicl:ion thereof fuffer death or tranf portation 
for life, as the court fhall direct. . 

41 fi. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon as are white or face 
or perfons, either -white or of free condition, fhall be prefcmt at any fuch meeting, people pr~fent at 
and aiding and affifiing in any of the unlawful purpofes before mentioned, fuch fuch meetings. 

perfon or perfons fhall, on conviclion thereof in the fupreme court, or either of the 
courts of affize of this Ifland, be punifhed by death, tranfportation off this Ifland 
for life, or fine or imprifonment, or both, at the dif cretion of the court before 
whom fuch perfon or perfons !hall be tried. 

42d. And be it further enacred, That if any perfon or perfons having kn~wledge Perfons having 
of fuch unlawful meetings as aforefaid fhall not forthwith give information thereof knowledge of _fuch 
to a jufiice of the peace, fuch perfon or perfon !hall, on convitlion before the ualawful ~!etin.gs, 
r. . • h f h f .n: t· h" Ifl d f fT f h .{h and not g1Tmg m-
1 u preme or e1t er o t e courts o au1ze o t 1s an , uuer uc pum ment by formation thereof. 
fine or imprifonmenr, or both, and by public whipping, as the court before which . to be pun~fhed at.' 
fuch perfon or perfons fhall have been fo convic.:l:ed fhall direct. difcretion of court. 

4 3d. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or Slaves ftealing 
other flave fhall after the commencement of this Act fteal any horned cattle, horned cattle, lheep, 
fheep, goat, hog, .horfe, mare, mule, or afs, or fhall kill any fuch horned cattle, hborfes,d&c. mday , 
fl · l h r l r. • h · ft l h h ) r e con emne to 1eep, goat, 10g, one, mare, mu e,- or a1s, wit mtent to ea t e w o e carca,e death. 
of any fuch horned cattle, ilieep, goat, hog, horfe, mare, mule, -or afs, or any 
part of the flelh thereof, fuch negro or other flave fhall on conviaion thereof 
fuffer death, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the ·court fhaH in . its 
di fcretion inflict. 

44th. And whereas great numbers of ho-rned cattle, fheep, goats, hogs, horfes, 
mares, mules, and aifes, are frequently ftolen and killed by negro and other flaves 
in fo fecret and private a manner that it is with the. greatefi difficulty they can be 
found out and difcovered in fuch manner as to convitl them of fuch offence, although 
large quantities of beef, mutton, and the flefh of other valuable animals, are found 
upon him, her, or them ; in order therefore to prevent fuch evils in future, and to 
punifh the perpetrators of fuch acts agreeably to their crimes ; be i<t enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave !hall fraudulently have in his, If ~nes have in 
her, or their cufi:ody or poffeffion, unknown to his or her mafier, owner, overfeer, tbei,r poffeflion f 

h r. h fh II h I l l · l · f r. h fI twenty pounds o or ot er per1on w o a ave t 1e over oo rmg . or emp oymg o 1uc ave, any meat unaccounted 
frefh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or goat, or the fleth of horfe, mare, mule, 01 afs, in. for, they are to b/ 
any quantity not exceeding twenty pounds weight, without giving a fatisfacl:ory ac .. whi~ped, ~ot ex.
count in what manner he or fhe became poffeffed thereof, fuch negro or other flave, 

1
ce~dmg thd1r~fy-nbme 

d . n. h f b c "fi fh 11 b h. d . f 1 umes ; an l a ove upon ue conv1u1on. t ereo e1or_e any two magi r_ates, . a . e w . 1ppe m uc_1 twonty pounds, 
manner as fuch mag1firates fhall dtrecr, not exceedmg th1rty-mne lafhes ; and 1£ juftices to affign 

there fhall be found in his, her, or their cufiody or poif effion a larger or greater puni~me~t not 
quantity than twenty pounds weight of fref.h beef~ veal, mutton, pork, or goat, or affechng hf~. 
the flefu of horfe, mare, mule, or ~fs, and fuch flave £hall not give a fatisfaB:ory ac-
count how he or fhe became poffeifed of fuch mea~, • then fuch negro or other flave 
upon convicrion thereof fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as th~ faid two juftices fhaU 
think proper to inflia or direct., not ~xtending to life or imprifonment for life. 

45th. Be it_ ena~ed by the authority afor~faid, That if any negro or other flave Punilhm~nt_on 
fhall wantonly and cruelly cut, chop, fhoot at, or otherwife mairri and injure any ~~ve~ rnahimmgdor 

, · , . , . h fl' fl ll mJnrmg ome 
horned cat~le, _h<?r~e, ge_ldm_g, ~are, mule, _or af$, fuch negro or ot er .14-a~e ?a cattle, horfeo, &c. ; 
for every fuch offence be tned 1n a fummary manner · before two or more 1ufhces_ 

I of 



JAMAICA. of the peace of the parifh or precinB: wh~re_ the offence £hall ~e committed, and 
------ the faid jufl:ic~wf the peace_ fh~ll, on conv1£hon of_ fuch f1ave or flaves, or~er and 

direcl: fuch purnfhment to be mfhB:ed as they lhall thmk proper, not exceedmg fifty 
lafhes, to be inflicred at one or more different times, or two months hard labour in 
the workhoufe; and in all cafes where, from fuch treatment a~ above fet forth, any 
horned cattle, horfe, gelding, mare, mule, or afs fhall be killed, or fhall die with}n 
ten days after the offence committed, although the carcafe or any part of the fle!h 
therwf may not be fiolen, fuch negro or other flave fhall be tried at a flave .. court, 
and on conviB:ion thereof foffer death~ tranfportation, or confinement to hard labour 
for life, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper. 

·alfo on thofe wan• 
tonly cutting and 
chopping any other 
ilne. 

Punifument on 
·naves clearing their 
grounds by fire. 

0 verfeers, & c. 
having knowledge 
that any fire has 
been made for fuch 
purpofe, and not 
doing their utmofl 
to extinguiili it, to 
be fined at difcre
tion of two j~fiices. 

46th. Be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any ~ave or flaves 
fhall, by wantonly and cruelly cutting, chopping, {hiking., or by any other manner 
or way whatfoever mutilate, disfigure, difmember, or injure any flave_ or flave~ fo 
as to endanger life, although death !hall not enfue, or that fuch flave or flaves ih_all 
become a cripple, or lofe any of his or her limbs, or be deprived of the ufe thereof, 
all and every or any fuch flav.e or flaves fo offending fhall for every or any fu~ti 
offence be tried at a flave-courr, and upon conviB:ion £hall for the firfr offence 
fuffer fuch puniihment, not extending to life, as the court !hall think proper to 
direcl, -according to the circumfiances of the cafe ; and for a fecond offence, 
upon conviffion, £hall fuffer death or tranfportation for life, as the ·court £hall 
direct 

4 7th. And whereas the praaice of negroes to clear their grounds by fire is highly 
dangerous to the neighbouring properties, and frequent infiances of a~arm anq injur.y 
occur for want of fome refi:raint in that ref peel:; for prevention of fo great an-evil 
be it further enacted, That if any injury fhall arife to the owner, proprietor, or 
poife{for of one property, by a flave or flaves on the adjoining property clearing 
ground by fire, the flave or :flaves who fhall fo clear grnund by fire, by which injury 
£hall refult to the adjoining property, fhall be proceeded againfl:, tried, and puniilied, 
if found guilty, as and for a mifaemeanour ; and if the overfeer or other perfon then 
aclually having charge of the property on which fuch fire £hall originate fhall- have 
knowledge that any negro under his charge has made any fuch fire for clea_ring his 
or her ground, and £hall not forthwith ufe his befi: endeavours to caufe the fame 
to he extingui!hed, and fuch fire !hall caufe injury to the neighbouring property, 
fuch overfe(tr or other perfon fhall fuffer fuch fine as any two juftices of the l?eace 
of the parifh wherein foch injury £hall happen £hall award, not exceeding ten pounds 
for one and the fame offence; the complaint whereon £hall be heard, determined, 
and the penalty, when impofed, fhall be enforced in a fumm~ry manner before 
any two jufl:ices of the peace. 

·staves abfent five 48th. And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and fafety of this Ifland to 
d~)·s, or found eight fuffer flaveno continue out as runaways, and it is abfolutely neceffary to declare 
m:lehs fro1:1 ~@met and make known to the public what flaves !hall be deemed fuch ; be it enacted by 
wit ~out t1c1J~ets, o , h • .c [; ·d Th f f h f · 
be deemed run- · tne aut onty a10re a1 _'I at rom and a ter t e commencement o this Acl:, any 
aways. fiave or flaves who fhall be abfent from his owner or employer without leave for the 

f pace o[ five <lays, or who !hall be found at the difiance of eight miles from the houfe, . 
plantat10n, or. other fettlement to which fuch flaye or flaves :lhall belong, without 
a. tick~t _or other permit to pafs, acept, as herein-before excepted~ in going to and 
returnmg from market, :lhall be deemed a runaway. -

Slaves vv~o ·have 49th. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave who 
been here two years, fhall have been in this Ifland for the f pace of two years, and fhall run away from 

£a
nd}hall rutnh awtay his or her owner or lawful poifeffor, and continue abfent for a term exceeding fix 
or 11x mon s, o h fi h fl . . 

be puniilied as the mont s, uc ave bemg conv1B:ed thereof fhall be fentenced · to be confined to 
court fhall direa:. hard labour for fuch time as the court £hall determine, or be tranfported for life 

according to the magnitude of the offence. ' 

Punifum~t1t on thQfe 50th. An~ be.it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave fhall 
who cQqtinue ab,fent run away f~om ~1~ or he~ lawful owner or poffeff or as aforefaid, and continue abfent 
for a ~orter penod. for any term not. exceedmg fix months, f qch flave fhall be liable to be tried before 

. two juft~ces, and upon conviction thereof £hall fuffer fuch punifhment, by flogging 
or 



' w.:r-----,--~----------~-------------

or confinement to hard labour, not exceeding three months, as the faid two jufiices JAMAICA. 
{hall think proper to direct. 

51ft. And be it further enaaed by die authority aforefaid, That any flave or Sl~ves harbouriqg 
flaves who !hall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway flave or flaves fhall be ~unaways to be ad
liable to be tried for the fame at the flave-court herein-after appointed", and· on con- Judged uy a f4lve

viaion £hall fuffer fuch puniiliment as the court fhall think proper to direct, not court. 

extending to life. . 

52d. And be it _further enacled by the authority aforefaid, That any ilave or other Owners, &c_. to pay 
perfon or perfons whatfoever, who fhaU apprehend any runaway flave or flaves, Ios. au<l nnle-
{h 11 c r h d • l d • f h I money for each run-a ,or every one 10 appre, en ed be entitle to receive rom t e owner, emp oyer, away taken up. 
overfeer, or manager of fuch flave or flaves, the fum of ten fhillings and no more, 
befides mile.money at the rate of one !hilling per mile for the firfi: five miles, and 
fixpence per mile for every mile afterwards : Provided neverthelefs, that nothing in Provifo. 
this AB: contained !hall be conflrued to extend to an allowance of the faid fum of 
ten £billings and mile--money, in addition to the fom allowed to maroon negroes 
for npprehending runaways; and. provided alfo, that it is not hereby -intend~d to ThisAB: not to alter 
deprive the faid m~roons of their legal and efiablifued reward of forty fhillings for rewards to maroons. 

each negro. 

53d. And be it further enacted· by the authority aforefaid, That the perfon or Runaways tobecon

perfons fo apprehending fuch runaway flave or✓flaves !hall rnnvey him, her, or them veyed tokuhwne~s, or 

h . . k f . t<:> ~ wor . ou1e or 
to t e1r refpefbve owner, employer, or manager, or to the wor houfe o the panfh neareft gaol. 
in which they may be apprehended, if any workhoufe is efl:ablifhed t.here, and in cafe ' 
of there being no workhouf e, to the next gaol ; and the gaol or workhoufe-keeper Workhouf~ or gaol
is hereby required and ordered to receive fuch flave or flaves into his or their cu!tody, . keeper to p~y re
and to pay the party delivering fuch flave or flaves ·the faid fum of ten {billings and ward and :Iule
mile-money as aforefaid, and no more, for each flave fo delivered, under the penalty ;eonnaii/n er 

of five pounds. 

54th. And to the end that the owners and proprietors of runaway flaves may have Workhoufeorgaol
a due know]edge where fuch flaves are confined, after their being apprehended and kee~e

1
r t? advertife 

r l h f . h. Ifl d . d h r. h v.reP..K Y 10 each ,1.e;nt to any wor t o~ e or gaol m t 1s an , m or er t at 1uc owners or pro- county all w 
prietors may apply for fuch flaves ; be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid~ in their po:?efri~n:ys 
That from and after the commencement of this Acl: all and every the keepers of withfulldefcriptions 

the workhoufes or gaol-keepers in any of the parifhes of this Ifland iliall ~nd they of ttem, / ndj1' 
are hereby obliged once in every week to advertife in the Gazette of Saint Jago pena ty O 

rG • 

de la Vega, the Royal Gazette, and the Cornwall Chronicle, the height, names, 
marks, and fex, and alfo the country, w_here the fame can be afcertained, of eacrr 
and every runaway flave then in their cuCT:ody, together with the time of their being 
fent into cuflody, and the name or names of the owner or owners thereof, if 
known, and that upon oath, under the penalty of ten pounds for every flave fo . 
neg leered by him to be advertifed; and for the expence of fuch advertifement they Charging,; s. 4d. 
the faid workhoufe-keepers or gaol-keepers fhall and may and they are hereby for eaeh pa~er per 

authorized to charge the owner o.r proprietor of fuch runa~ay flave~ fo advertifed ::i;~!~; a;;:~h 
at and after the rate of three fh1llmgs and four-pence per mo~th for each paper, reimburfe. 

and no more ; which faid fum of three fhillings and four-pence per month for ea.eh 
paper to be paid to the printers of the feveral papers ref pectively, the amount of Printers .accounts 
whofe accounts, after being properly authenticated upon oath, fhall be paid annually ~0 be paid annually 
by the treafurers for the time being of the feveral workhoufes in this lfland; and Y treafurers. 

that it fhall and may be lawful for the keeper of the ·workhoufe or gaol-keep€r to Slaves may be de
detain and keep in his or their cuftqdy fuch runaway flave or flaves fo brought t~ined_till ~dver
unto him or them until the owner or owners thereof, or fame perfon in their behalf tifing

11
1s paihd fvr, 

I l h • 11- h. h h h h r .d h as we as t · e re-proper y aut onzed, mall pay unto tm or t em w at e or t ey 10 pa1 to t e ward with 121.. 

perfon or perfons who apprehended an4 brought fuch flave or, flaves into cufiody, per c~nt. ~ 
with two fhillings and fixpence in the pound for layi_ng out his or their money, th,e 
cofi of advertifing at and after the rate above mentioned, and fixpence for every 6 d: pe-r day for 
twenty-four hours fuch flave or flaves ihall have been in cuftody for maintenance; mearmdtaeyn~nce, 2d~• 1 

£ • d. .fh ir. p 10r me 1ca 
and two.-pence per day 1or medical care and extraor mary nouri ment neceuary, care where necef-

.the expence of clothing where fupplied, and alfo the charges Qf advertifing above fary, which charges 
direcl:ed, and no other fees whatever ; and that the gaoler, workhoufe-keeper, or mufl: be attefted. 

( 18.) 0 ' fupervifor, 
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JAMAICA. fupervifor, and no other perfon, fhall atteft upon oa!h that the charges in the 
----=--.......... ~- account for mile-money, and the reward for apprehending fuch flave, were acl:tially 

paid to the perfon who brought fuch runaway\ and that the whole of the charges 
. in the faid account are . fl:riB:ly conformable to law: Provided always, and it_ is 

hereby declared, that the owner or owners of a?y flave to be committ~d by the 
judgment of any flave-court, or by order of mag1ilrates to any workhoufe by way 
of punifhment, 1hall not be anf werable for or compelled to pay the workhoufe fee~ 
for the time fuch flave fhall be fo committed and confined. 

Provifo. 

Slaves in confine
ment to have fuf .. 
ficient provifions, 
under penalty of 
101. 
Rations for them. 

55th. And be it further enacted by the authority afor~faid, That the keeper of 
ev6ry workhoufe or gaol in this Ifland fha!}, under the penalty of ten pounds for 
every neglect, provide and give to every flave confined in fuch workhoufe or gaol 
a fufficient quantity of . good and wholefome provifions daily; that is to fay, not 
lefs than one quart of unground Gu~nea or Indian corn, or three pints of the 
flour or meal of either, or three pints of wheat flour, or eight full-grown plantains, 
or eight pounds of cocoas or yams, an~ alfo ~me herring or fhad, or other falted 
provifions equal thereto, and !hall alfo, under the like penalty, provide and 
fupply every fuch flave confined as aforefaid with g?ori and fufficient clothing 
where neceffary. 

Public notice to be . 56th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and 
given by fupe1:vifors after the commencement of this AB: every fupervifor, intendmt, or keeper of any 
&c. bof rephlevms,. ft public workhoufe in this Ifland, who £hall have any aaion in replevin, homine re-
&c. roug t again . 7 • ,1 • a. b h · n. h" f · h fl fl 
them for naves in p,egtanuo, or eJeument, roug t agam1L. 1m or any negro or ot er ave or aves 
the workhoufe. in his cuftody, fhall, under a penalty for every offence not lefs than five pounds, 

nor exceeding fifty pounds, as £hall be inflicl:ed by the judges of His Majefty's 
fupreme court of judicature, or courts of aiiize in this Ifland, immediately after he 
receives fuch replevin, homine replegiando, or ejecl:ment, give notice to the feveral 
county newf papers of fuch acl:ion, and at whofe fuit it is brought, and the name 
or names of fuch negro or other flave-or flaves, together with his, her, or their 
mark or marks-, and the beft information he can get concerning the real owner of 
fuch flave or Haves, and £hall continue fuch notice for four weeks before the trial 
1hall be had upon fuch replevin, homine rep!egiando, or ejecl:ment, or fuch flave 
or flaves be taken out of the cufl:ody of fuch fupervifor, intendant,- _ or workhoufe"' 
keeper, by the perfon who fhall recover fuch flave or flaves : And if any pe:rfon 
or perfc.ms fhall give notice to fuch fupervifor, intendant, or keeper of any work
houfo, -of his, her, or their intention to take the defence of any action fo brought, 
fuch fupervifor, intendant, or keeper of a work~oufe, fhall detain in his cufl:ody the 
flave or flaves for or by whom fuch aB:ion fhall be brought, until the trial of fuch 
action or order of the court thereon, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, un
lefs the fecurity offered in cafes of homine replegiando fhall jufl:ify before a judge of 

1 the grand court or courts of ailize, in fuch fum as Juch judge fhall think prO!)er ; 
notice of fuch j~ftification, and ·r~e ti~e and place theteof? and ~he judge before 
whom the fame 1s to be taken, bemg given to the perfon mtendmg to take tlre 
defence of fuch acl:ion. 

fr any perfon give 
notice to fuper
vifors, &c. 0£ an 
intention to defend 
fuch a6:ions, fuper• 
vifors muil detain 
in cuftody the flaves 
in dif pute under 
penalty. 

Runaway~ to be 57th. And be it further ena6:ed by the• authority aforefaid, That no runaway 
coll\roitted to work- flave £hall on any account be committed to gaol by any magillrate of a-pariili where 
houfes enly. there is any workhoufe eftablifhed, but to fuch workhoufe only. 

Slaves attempting 5 8th. And whereas feveral flaves have found means to defert from thdr owners 
to depa~t this Ifian~, and dlart from this Hland, to the great damage of fuch owners in evil examhle t~ 
or aflillmg others m. h h b h · b · d d' - fi · r 
fuch attempts, may ot er aves w o m~y e t ere y m uce or attempt td con pire ~o do t'he fame : 
be fentenced to And whereas there 1s reafon to· fufpecl: that fuch flaves !\ave been aided and affifted 
death. • in fuch efc~pe and departure by other _perfons, and there is not any adequate punifh

ment provided by law for fuch def~rtlon or de.part_u1:e, or atte?lpting or c~nf pi ring 
to defert and depart dus Iflan:d, or for perfons a1dmg, affi{hng, or abetting fuch 
defert~rs ; for remedy whereof, be it ena6:ed by the authority aforefaid, That from 
and after_ th_e commencement of this Act, if any flave lliall run aw .. ay from his, 
her, or therr owner or _owners, ~mployer _or employers, ai:id go off or _ confpire 
or attempt to go off this lfland in any fh1p, boat, eanoe,. or other veffel or craft . 
whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting, or aif'tfting to any other flave or fiaves in (uch 

going 



g•oing off this Hland, he, lhe, or they fo . running away and going off, ~r conf piring JAMAICA. · 
or attempting to go off, or fo aiding, affifting, or abetting irt fuch going off, being ' 
thereof convicted, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhmefit as the c0tirt !hall 
think proper tC> direct. . . 

59th. Aad be it fortner enacl:ed 
1

by the authority aforefaid, ·That if any Indian> Free peopl: of 
free negfo, or mulatto, fhall from and after the commencement of this Acl: ~olou:·affiftmg.flaves 
k · · · I · b · ·d· n:n.· b · · fl fI • • ff h .. Ifl d m gotng off, are to noWI!}g y e a1 mg, auu,Lmg or a .ettmg any ave or _aves m gomg o t 1s an , hetranfported 

and £hall be convicted thereof, either in the fup~eme court, or in either of the and fuffer dea;h if 
courts of affize of this Ifland, fuch Indian, free negro, or mulatto, fhall be forth- they return. 

with tranf ported off this Ifland by the provo!t-marfhal or his lawful deputy, into 
whofe cuftody fuch perfon or perfons £hall be committed ; and if fuch p~rfon or 
p~rfons fo convicl:ed, fentenced, and tranfported, !hall be afterwards found at large 
iri ~his Ifland, he, {he, or they, on proof of his or their identity before the faid 
fupreme court or ·courts of afiize as aforefaid, {hall fuffer death without benefit of 
clergy. 

60th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if an_y white If white peo:ple do 
perfo~1 or perfo~s fuall knowingly be aiding, _affifling,. or a~etting any fl~ve ol· _flaves f~; :~~h~orfeit 3,<,ol. 
m gomg off this Ifland, he, fhe, or they, bemg conv1cl:ed jthereof by bill, plamt _or 
information, in the fupreme court of judicature, or either of the courts of affize · 
of this Hland, !hall forfeit the fum of three hundred pounds for each flave, one 
moiety whereof fhall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and fucce[ors, 
for and towards the fupport of the government of this lfland, and the contingent 
charge~ thereof, and the other moiety to the party or parties at whofe fuit or com-
plaint fuch perfon was convicted ; and !hall alfo fuffer imprifonment, at the dif- ancl may be im

cretion of the faid court, for any f pace of time not exceeding twelve ' months, ,prifoned a ye~r. 

without bail or mainprize. 

· . 6 r ft. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it fuall and Acceffaries may be 
niay be iawful to proceed againft the perfon or perfons fo aiding, affifting or proteeded_ag_ainft, 

abetting any flave or fiaves in goiqg off this Ifiand, whether the principal or prin:- th0ugh prmcipals• 

cipals be convicl:ed or not ; any thing in this or in any other att, law, cufrom or 
ufage, to the contrary t~ereof not:withftanding. . . . 

62d. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That no negro or If !laves, not autho·

other flave 1hall be allowed to travel the public roads with dogs, or cutlaifes, or rized, tiavel with' 

other offenfive weapons, without a ticket from his owner, or to hunt any cattle;• d~ghs,,. ~c. orhuntf 

l fl" . f h" Ifl d . h l wn m1Lruments o . horfes, mares, ~nu es or a es, m any part ? t 1s an , wit ~nces, g~ns, cut-- death, p'unilhmen.t · 
laffes, or other mfi:rum€nts of death, unlefs m the company of his or their mafier, may be awarded by 
overfeer, or fome other white perfon by him or them deputed, or by permiffion in two juH:ices. 

writing ; and if any negro, or other fiave, fhall offend, contrary to the true intern 
and meaning of this Act, he, £he, or they, beingthereof convicl:ed before two jufiices, 
fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as they fhall think proper to infliB:, not extending tb 
life or tranf portation for life. . 

6 3d. And whereas it is neceffary to declare, how and in what manner flaves On compra:fot o( 
fhall be tried for the feveral crimes which they may hereafter commit ; be if feloni~s~ ~~rg!ar!~s _ 
enatl:ed oy· the authority aforefaid, That from and after this Acr fhall commence &c}jy ~av~s,~t~~t. ce 

· I · d . · rr· f h f. _ d to mue a warran • and be m force, upon comp amt ma e to any JU ice o t e peace o any mur er, 
felony, burglary, robbery, burning or deftroying of houfes, out-houfes, negro-
houfes, or cane, grafs or corn-pieces, or breaking inro fuch houfes, ou(-houfes, or 
negro-houfes, in the day-time, no perfon being therein, and frealing thereout ; . , 
rebetlious confpiracies; cofnpaffing or imagining the death of any whit~ pe'rfon or_ 
perfons, or any other offe·nce whatfoever committed by any flave or flaves, that 
fhafl f tibjecl: fuch flave or flaves to_ fuffer· death, trarrf portation or confinement 
to hard labour, fuch juftice fuall iifue out his warrant for apprehending fueh 
offender or offenders, and for all perfofls that can give evidence, to be brought 
before him, or any other jufiices of the peace; and th~ evidence of flaves ·againff 
one another, in this and all other cafes'; _fuall be received; and if, ,upon S'la!estoheevidence 
examination, 1t appears probahle that the flave or flaves apprehended i's or agamft each 0ther. 
are guilty, the juftice before wh0m fuch exarnin'a_tio1i fhall be had and taken · 

fhall 



JAMAICA. fuall commit him, her, or them to prifon, and bind over the witneifes to appear at 
------ a certain day, not lefs than ten days from the· day on which the complaint fhall be 

made, and at the place where the quarter-feffions are uf ually hel?, and whe~e .' 
there are no quarter-feilions held, at the place where the parochial bufinefs 1s" 

Jufl:icesto callintwo ufually tranfaaed and fhall certify to two other iufiices of the peace the caufe of · 
other juitices (who fi h · ' d · h b · f h · A6: ffc • h £ l -muft atttmd, ~reach uc comm1tm€nt, a~ req~1re t em y virtue o t 1s . dto adoc1atedt emh e ves 
forfeit 2ol. )and they to him, which the fatd juft1ces are hereby feverally reqmre . to_ o? un er t e. pe-
areto !u~mon a j_ury nalty of twenty pounds for every neglect or refufal ; and the fa1d JUfbces fo affoc1ated 
from which particu- fhall iffue out their warrant, directed to the deputy marfhal of fuch parifh or pre-
lar perfons are ex- ,. a f · h r r, h r 11 d d · ll d cepted. cm · , to ummon e1g teen per1ons, uc as are u1ua y warne an 1mpanne e , 

to ferve on juries (the mafier, owner, or proprietor of the flave or flaves fo com
plained of, or the attorney, guardian, truftee, overfeer, or book-keeper always 
excepted,) perfonally to be and appear before the faid jµfiices, or any three or . 
more of the juftices of the peace of the faid pari!h a{fociated for the fame purpofe, 
at the day and place afor~faid to be expreff ed in fuch warrant, and between the 
hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the forenoon, when and where the faid 

. perfons fo war.ned by the deputy mar:fhal as aforefaid are hereby feverally required· 
Jurors ~ot attending to atend, under the penalty of five pounds on each defaulter, and w-hen and where 
tu forfeit 51. the faid jufl:ic_es £hall caufe the faid flave or flaves fo complained of to be brought 
Nine p'erfons to before them, and thereupon nine of the faid perfons fo fummoned as aforefaid 
compofe a jury. fhall compofe a jury to try the faid flave or flaves, and fuall by the faid jufrices (the 

charge or accufation being firft read) be fworn to try the matter before them, and 
to give a true ,·erdilt, according to evidence; and fuc h charge or accufation lhaH 

If flaves convicted, 
juftices may give 
fentence of death, 
tranfportation, &c. 

be deemed valid, if fufficient in fubfiance ; and if the faid jurors fhalJ, upon 
hearing the evidence, unanimoufly find the faid flave or flaves guilty of the offence 
wherewith he, £he, or they ftand charged, the faid juftices fhall give fentence of 
death without benefit of clergy, or tranfportation, or confinement to hard labour 
for life or a limited time, according to the nature of the offence, and fuall caufe 
fuch fentence to be carried into execution at fuch time and place as they !hall think 

. proper, women with child only excepted, whofe execution £hall be refpited until , 
Ju{bce~mafiyfufihP:nd a reafonable time after delivery : Provided alwavs, that nothing in this Ace con. 
execuuon or t 1rty • d {h ll h. d h f: 'd · n· " .r: l · 1 h days if they fee tame a m er or prevent t e at JU ices, upon any 1uc 1 tna w ere any 
cauf;; flave or flaves fuall be condemned to die, from ref pi ting the execution of fuch 

fentence for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleafure of -the 

1 
governor!/ or the perfon executing the funaions of governor, fhall be known, in 

and muft do it on cafe proper caufe fhall appear to them for fo doing; and that if the jury, upon 
application of the any fuch trial, {hall apply to the faid jU!l:ices to fuf pend the execution of any fen-
jury; tence until the pleafure of the governor, or the perfon executing the functions of 

governor, is known, the faid juft.i~es iliall be obliged to fufpend the fame for thirty 
days, and ro report the particulars of the trial to the governor, or the· perfon 
executing the funclions of governor, forthwith, under the penalty of fifty pounds· 

excep~ in cafes of on each juUice who fat on fuch trial, except in cafes of trial of any flave or flaves 
i-ebelhodn, :whendt!tey convicted of accl:ual rebellion, or for rebellious conf piracy ; in all which cafes the 
mayor er1mme iate r. .d •. a· {h 11 .f h h. k . d. d h r 1T. d f h fl execution. 1a1 JU ices a , 1 t ey t m 1t expe 1ent, or er t e 1entence paue on uc ave 
When bufinefs of or flaves to be -earried into immediate -execution : And it is hereby declared, that 
quarter:fe~ons . at every court of quarter.feffion held in each and every pariili or precincl: within 
~n<ledth,Jumft;~e& t? t this Bland, the J·uftices there a[embled Ihall and may may, after the ufual bufinefs 
1orm e 1e1ves m o • . 
a nave-court; of the fa1d court fhall be done, form themfelves mto a court for the purpofe of 

inquiring into, hearing, and determining all manner of offences . for which any _ 
fiave or fiaves are liable to be punifhed with death, or tranf portation or confin;. 
ment to hard labour as aforefaid, and . fhall open the faid court by proclamation, 
declaring the fame to be a flave-court for fuch purpofe, and fhall thereupon, on 
the like charge in writing, and in like manner in all other ref peas as the three 

for the furpofe of jufiices aff ociated and met as herein-before mentioned are by this Acl: direcl:ed 
gaol delivery. to proceed in trial of- flaves for fuch offences, proceed to try, and deliver the gaol 

or workhoufe within the faid parifu or precincl: of all and every the flave or flaves 
who are or may then be in the cuftody of t4e marfhal or keeper of the workhouf e 
within each and every parifh or precincl: as aforefaid, and fuall forthwith call a 
jury, confifting of nine jurors, to be called and taken from the . pannet returned 

· ~ to 



( 57 ) 

to the faid court of quarter-feffion, and fhall caufe them to be feverally f worn as . JAM.t\.IC.A. 
they fhall appear to try all and every fuch flave or flaves as fhall b~ brought befo~e 
them, charged with any fuch offences as aforefaid, and a true verdiB: give accord- , 
ing to evidence, as in other cafes : Provided always, that no lefs than three juftic~s ~0~ lefs than t~ree 
fhall conftitute a court for the trial of any flave or flaves for any crime or offence Jufhcest ti cotnfi

1
1tufte 

. . . . a cour 1or r1a o 
that fhall fubJecl: fuch flave or flaves to fuffer death, tranfportation, or confinement flavesincertaincafes. 
to hard labour for life as aforefaid: And provided always, that in any cafe tipon \Yhere flaves are in
an indiament againft any flave or flaves for murder, where malice prepenfe iliall di~_ed for murder, if 

not be proved to the fatis~aa~on of the jurors, f ~ch jurors !hall be ai-~d they are :~/~;:;:te:;~J1a 
hereby declared to be at liberty to return a verdict of manflaughter, 1f they ·fhall ofmanfl~l!lghtennay 
think the nature of the cafe fhall require it ; and the perfon or perfons fo found be returned. 
guilty of manflaughter lhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the court fhall r hink fit to · 
inflia, not extending to life or tranf portation for life . 

. 64th. And be it further ena8ed by the authority aforefaid, That aH _and every Jur~rsfummenedfor . 
the jurors who have b~en returned to ferve as jurors at the quarter~feffions -to he ~uart~r£fle_ffion~ muft 

h. ld £ f: 'd 'h b • d d h I f fi d b -1erve m ave-courts, . o en as a1ore a1 ; • are ere y reqmre , ·un er t e pena ty o . ve poun ~' to e under penalty·of 51. 
and appear at the fa1d flave-court, fo to be formed and holden as aforefa1d, and 
to ferve as jurors thereon as they fhall ref peaively be called ; and that upon all 
trials of flaves under this Atl:, no peremptory challenges of any of the faid jurors, · · 
or any exception to the form of the indicl:ment, lhal'l be allowed. 

65th. And be it further enacl:ed, That all witneffes of tree condition legally Penalty of 101. on 

warned, and who do not attend to give evidence at any trial under this Act, or pe;fo~s '!~rneddto 

fhow by affidavit a fufficient caufe for his or her "bfence, fhall be liable to a fine :~;~a~:g ;0a~
0 

fo. 
of ten pounds. , 

66th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That all jurors Jnrors, witneff~s, 
ferving at flave-courts, and every perfon or perfons whofe prefence may be re- &c. under.this a~, 
quifite at the examination of any flave or flav-es, and who {hall be required by pro~ecled m the1r 

warrant or fummons under the hand and feal of any jufl:ice of the peace, and all per ons; 

and every flave or flaves who {hall he brought as witneffes, fhall · be · protected in 
their perfons from all mefne or judicial procefs whatfoever in their going to, 
attending at, and returning from fuch examinations or trial, and that fuch flave an? fl,ave~ from 
lhall not be fubject to be levied on. ... ,: ·. bemg -levied on. 

67th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That a record fhall Records to be kept 

be entered up of all proceedings on the trial of flaves for any crime that lhall by clerkofthepeace, 
fubjecl any flave or flaves to fuffer death, tranfportation, or confinement to hard w!11 mu~ atten~ 

labour, in a book to be ~ept for th~t purpofe _by the clerk_ of the peace, or his ;:c~e~fng:~~~hirty 
lawfu] deputy of the panfh or precmct, who 1s hereby obhged to attend all fuch days, under penalty 
trials, and to record the proceedings within thirty days after fuch trial, under the -Of 201. 
penalty of twenty pounds for each neglect; and he fhall be entitled to receive 
from the churchwardens of fuch parifh the fum _of.five pounds and no more for 
attending fuch..., trial, entering up the record, and all other bufinefs incidental 
thereto ; and further, that the deputy mar!hal for the faid parifh, or fome proper Deputy ma_rfh1lls 
perfon aaing under him, fhall, under the penalty of fifty pounds, warn the ·mutt war~JUrr\ 

jurors and attend the tria.ls of all flaves, and alfo attend at the exe,cution of fuch :ri~l=t~;de:~e~~ty 
offenders as fhall be condemned to . die ; and that he :Chall be entitled to receive of 5~1. 
from th~ churchwardens of the faid parifh the . fum of five .. pounds for w~rning 
jurors arid attending the trials of. fiaves at all fpeci.al flave-courts to be held under 
· this Att, a0:d the furt~et fum of five pounds for attending the exectttion of fuch 
offenders as fhall be condemned to die. 

: I 

68th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefai4, That in cafe any Puniflunent on 
flave or flaves lhall, with evil intent, give falfe. evidence in · any trial · had u.nder flaves for giving 

f alfe evi<den,ce. 
this aa, fuch :llave or flaves, being ther~f con;victe'd, fhall fuffer the fame punifh-
ment as the per(on or perfons on whofe trial fueh falfe evide~ce was , given would, 
if cqnvicted, have been liable to fuifer. 

6 9th. And be it further enacted · by the arfrhority ~forefai~, That ·in future, If flaves, againtl 
whenever a warrant fhall be granted I by one or more of His"Majefty's joftices ·of ~omd warrants a

1
red · , . p 111ue , are concea e 

( 1 8 .) the by owners, &c. tbev 
· forfeit I ool. 
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JAMAICA. the peace againft any flave, if the faid flave cannot be immediately taken on the 
------ faid warrant, the owner, poffeffor, attorney, guardian, or overfeer of _ fuch flave 

fuall pe ferved with a copy <jf the faid warrant ·; and if he, fhe, or they do not 
carry the faid flave before a ,Oagifirate to be dealt with according to law on the 
faid wa·rrant, and if it fhould be afterwards proved that the owner, poffeffor, 
attorney; guardian, or overfeer of fuch flave wilfully detained or concealed the 
faid flave, he, lhe, or they fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds. 

.Six days notice of 
trial to be given to 
owners, &c. of 
flaves. 

i oth. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That in all trials 
-of any .flave or flaves under this AB: fix days notice of fuch trial Jhall be ~ firft 
given to the owner, proprietor, or poffeffor of fuch flave or flaves, his, her, or 
their lawful attorney or attornies, or other reprefentative or reprefentatives ; any 
law, cufi:om, or ufage to the contrary notwithfianding. 

How fuch notices 7 dt. And whereas it may fometimes happen that the owner,_ proprietor, or 
arhe to be ferved poife{for of a flave may re(ide in a different parifu or precinct from that wherein 
w ere owners refide r. h h · d h ffi r h. h h {h · b · d in a diffi 't parifh rue flave may ave comm1tte t ~ o ence ior w 1c e or e 1s to e tne ; be 
to that i:r:hich it therefore enaB:ed, Th~t in fuch cafes the clerk of the peace of the pari{h or 
their flaves !11ay precinct wherein the offence is to be tried fhall tranfmit the notice of fuch trial 
hav~ co~mitted~f- to the clerk of the peace of the parifu or precinct wherein the owner, proprietor 
fences and are to . - r • ' oe tri;d, or poifeifor as aforefa1d may refide, who fhall 10rthw1th thereupon, under the 

penalty of twenty pounds, deliver fuch notice and a copy thereof to one of the 
lawful conftables of the faid parilh, to be by him, under the penalty of ten pounds, 
ferved on fuch owner'~ proprietor, or poffeffor ; and the faid confiable is hereby 
required to_,make an affidavit of the manner in which he may have ferved the faid 
notice, to be fworn to before any jufi:ice of the peace, and £hall return fuch 
notice, fo f worn to, to the clerk of the peace from whom he received the fame, 
to be by him tranfmitted to the clerk of the peace of the patifh or precinct where 
the offence is to be tried in due time ; for which duty the clerk of the peace of 
the parifh where the warrant fhall be ferved fhall be paid the fum of one pound 
nx fhillings and eight-pence, and the confi:able the fum- of one pound fix fhillings 
ana eight-pence, by the acting churchwarden of the faid parifh. 

Execution muil be 72d. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefa.id, That in all caf es 
public and folemn. where the punilhment of death is inflicted, the execution lhall be performed in a 

public part of the pari!h, and with due folemnity and care ; and care ihall be 
taken by the gaoler or deputy madhal that the criminal is free from -intoxication 
at the time of his trial, and from thence to and at the time of his execution, 
under the penalty of twenty pounds; and the mode of fuch execution £hall be 
hanging by the neck and no other, and the body fhall be afterwards dif pofed of . 
as the court !hall direct. 

Slaves fentenced to 7 3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, Tkat in all cafes 
beexecutedor tranf- where any flave fhall be put upon his, her, or their trial, and receive fentence of 
t;r~h~ ~:~~:·alued deat~, or tranrportation, or commitment to bar~ la?our for li~e, the court, ~t 

· the time of trymg fuch flave or flaves, £hall alfo mqmre of the Jury, upon theu
oaths, what fum or foms of money the owner, proprietor, or poifeffor of the 
.faid flave or flaves ought to receive for fuch flave or flaves, and certify the fame, 
fo that fuch fum or fums of money do not exceed the fum of one hundred pounds 
for each flave fo fentenced as aforefaid; and if the conviaion be for running 
away, the value to be fet by the jury fhall not exceed fifty pounds. 

Provoft marthal - 7 4th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority afors::faid, That in all cafes 
muft execute orders where any flave or flaves £hall be brought to trial, and fentenced to death or 
of .£lave-courts as fi • d l d d" h d" !:l. • f h" An h fi foon as pofiible tran portauon, an va ue ac-eor mg to t e 1recL10ns o t 1s u, t e provo • 
under penalty ~f madpal or his lawful deputy lhall, under the penalty of two hl;lndred pounds, 
zocL carry fuch fen_tence into execution as foon after the pafling thereof as an oppor

tunity £hall offer ; and, in cafe of fentence to tranfportation, fhall forthwith fell 
fuch flave or flaves for tranf portation to the beft advantage in his power; and 
fhall under the penalty of two ~undred pounds, within the fpace of one month 
from the time of fuch fale, render to the · owner, proprietor, or poffeff or of fuch 

. fl~~ 
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flave, or other perfon legally entitled to receive the fam~, a juft and true acco·unt JAMA1CA: 
upon oath of the fale or fales of fuch flave or flaves, and of the legal charges 
attending the fame, and pay over to fuch . owner?f-. .proprietor; or . poifeffor, or 
other perfo~ legally entitled to receive the faf e, the P:.o~eeds of fuch fale or fales, 
after deducbng all legal charges as aforefa1d ; and 1f 1t fhall happen· .that the 
charges due to the provoft .. marfhal · or his legal deputy for confinement and 
fubfiftence of faid flave or flaves, !hall . am0unt to · or exceed the • amount of the 
faf'es, the fame fhall be fworn to by~ rhe faid provoft-madhal or his lawful deputy,, 
on the back of the certificate of valuation ; in which €afe the receiver-general 
fhall pay the whole amount of fuch valuation. 

7 5th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, 'I'hat m all cafes Valuation of flav.es 
where any flave or flaves fhall be fentenced to death or confinement to hard ~ntenc~cl \1i·dea: 
labour for life, and be va.1ued according to this Act, fuch flave or flaves fhall be to\:;a~~ b;s r~~ 
paid for by the receiver-general of this Ifland out of any monies in his hands, ceiver-general. 

upon production of a leg<;tl certificate of fuch fentence and valuation, but not 
otherwife ; and in all cafes where any flave or flaves fhall be fentenced to tranf-
.portation, and valued in manner aforefaid, the receiver general fhall in li~e 
manner, upon produaion of a like certificate, together ~-th the account on oath 
herein-before directed to be made by the provoft-madhal r his lawful deputy, hut 
not otherwife, pay the amount of the valuation of fuc flave or flaves, after 
deduaing the amount of fuch account. , t · 

76th. And be it f0;rther enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every flave Purcliafers of flaves 
who, under the authority and by virtue of this Acl:, ihall be fold for tranfport- fenten~ed to t~anf-

ation by the provofi-madhal or his lawful deputy, Chall, notwithfl:anding fuch b~:1~10
; t~fve 1 

fale, remain in the cufl:ody of the faid provofi-marlhal until the purchafer of ty to t;anfpolt~e~ 
fuch flave fhall have entered into bond with fufficient fecurity to our Sovereign Lord in thirty days. 

the King, under the penalty of five hundred pounds for every fuch flave fo purchafed, 
that every fuch flave £hall be tranf ported off this Ifland within thirty dayG after the 
date of fuch bond, and J11all in the mean time be kept in clo(e confinement on 
board the !hip or veffel in which fuch fla ve is intended to be tranf ported ; ~ond to be lodged , 

which bond fhall be taken by the faid provoft .. mar!hal or his lawful deputy 10nf1erk of_peac_~'s 

as aforefaid (for which the faid provofi-mar!hal or his faid deputy £hall receive 
O 

ce. 

from the party entering into the fame all expenfes incidental thereto), and be 
filed among the records in the office of the clerk of the peace of the parilh or 
precinct wherein fuch fale £hall be made. 

77th. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, ·That every foch PurchafeF-s to· make 

purchafer of any flave fo direeted to be fold for tranf portation as aforefaid lhall, oath that fla~e~ ~all; 

h · t· · r. h b d .c r. "d 1.r k h b c h '. fl: be trianfported and -at t e time o executmg 1uc on as a1ore1a1 , a 10 ma e oat e1ore t e provo - th· t th lh n'' t 

marfhal or his lawful deputy as aforefaid ( either of whom is hereby authorized b/rela~~e/ 
00 

and required to adminifter the fame) that every fuch flave .fo purctafeq by him 
fhall be tranfported to ( death or danger of the feas excepted), 
and that the faid flave fo purchafed {hall not with his knowledge, privity, or con-
ient, be relanded in this Ifland. 

7 8th. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That the provoft .. ~o flave~t~ be de
marlhal or any of his deputies £hall not, under the penalty of thr.ee hundred pounds livei·ed udnti~ ~h0nd 

· l r h r fl r r Id c taken an oat for each offence, deliver over to any pure 1a1er or pure a1ers any ave 10 10 1or mac.le under. · · 
tranfportation as aforefaid, until fach bond is entered into anq oath taken as afore- penal~,y. 
faid ; and in cafe any fuch flave fo fold for tranf port~tion as aforefaid fhall be 
found within this Ifland after the expiration of the thirty days before limited for 
his or her tranf portation, fuch flave fhall become forfeited to the Crown, and be 
refold for tranfportation by the provoft-madhal or his lawful deputy, in the fame 
manner and under the like penalties as are herein-before , ena6:ed, and the net 
proceeds of fuch refale £hall be paid over to the receiver .. general for the ufe of the 
public. ~ 

79th. And be it further enacted by the authorhy aforefaid, _ rthat every mlve fold ~uch ~aves ~oing at_ 
for · tranfportation under and by virtue of this Act, who (ha_H _be four:id at large lhargde 1<l~abybe ~ppr~"" 

• • • . • ,. r. h r. 1 . t.. • b ,c d. n d d en e y any per-.-withm this Hland at any urne arter 1uc 1a e as 1s uerem- etore ireue , may an fon, and on due 
fhall proof \e~ld ; 
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JAMAICA. fhall be lawfully appr-ehended by any perfon whomfoe!e~, anl immediat_ely tak~n 
before any of His Majefty's jufiices of the peace ; and 1f 1t lhall appear to the fa!1s
fa8:ion of fuch juftice that fuch flave has been formerly _fold for tranfport~t10n_ 
by virtue of this Act, fuch juftice fhall by wartant un~er his hand and feal direct 
fuch ·Dave to be delivered to the provoft-marfhal or his lawful deputy to be refold 
for tranfportation only ; and the monies arifing from fuch fale, after deducting. a 
commiffion of five pounds per centum, and all necetfary expenfes,- fhall be patd 
over, one moiety thereof to the perf?n ap~rehending fuch flave, and the other 
moiety to the receiver-general for the time bemg, for the fupport of the govern- -
ment ,of-this lfland.. 

If flavu return from · 80th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro 
tranfportation, they or other flave who -tha-H have been tranf ported from this Ifland under the direclion 
are to fuffer death. of this Aa, or of any other AB: heretofore .in force refpeaing flaves, for murder, 

'rebellion, •or being engaged in a rebellious confpiracy, or obeah or arfon, fhall 
wilfully return from tranfportation~ fuch negro or other flave fhall upon con
viction fatfer death without benefit of clergy • 

. Mafters of velfels ,8.1 ft. And be ·it further enacted by the authoriry-· aforefaid, That if the mafter of 
bringing back tranf- any fhip or veifel £hall .knowingly and wilfully bring back to this Ifland any negro 
fcort~d fiaves to or 'other flave who fuall have been tranfpor~ed from this Hla~d under and by virtue 
ortit 3~0 }· ~or of this Afr, or any other Act heretofore m force refpeamg flaves, fuch mafter 

f~~rir:~me~t :~ the ·being convi~ed.thereof by bill, plaint, or inforn:ation in the fuprem~ court 0f j_udi-
difcretion of the catlire, or either of the courts of affize of this Ifland, £hall forfeit the fum of 
court. · three hundred pounds for each flave fo brought back ; one moiety whereof !hall be 

to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and fucceifors, for and towards the fup
port of. the government of this Ifland, and the contingent charges thereof, and the 
other moiety to the party or parties at whofe fuit or complaint fuch perfon was con
;vicl:ed, .and {hall alfo fuffer imprifonment, at the difcretion of the court for any f pace 
of time not lefs than ~hree nor exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize. 

Slavesfentenced 82d. And be ' it further enacred by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro 
to confiaFment in -or other flave, who may be fentenced to be confined in the workhouf e for the 
workho{e ~or two term of two years or a lefs time, fhall efcape from fuch confinement before the ex-
l:;sbee 0~i:i' fifty piration of his fent~nce, fuch negro or other fla ve being retaken fhall, on proof 
lafhes, and re- · of his or her identity before two jufiices of the peace, be adjudged by them to be 
committed: fent .back to confinement to complete the term for which he or fhe was fentenced 

and thofe fen
tenced for life 
efcaping, may be 
tranf ported. 

to confinement, and to receive a whipping not exceeding fifty lalhes. 

8.3d. And be it further enatl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro or 
other flave who may be fentenced to be confined to hard labour for life in any 
workhoufe £hall efcape therefrom, every fuch negro or other flave being retaken 
.{hall, on proof of his or he~ identity before two magiftrates, be adjudged by them 
either to be recommitted to his or her former punifument, or to be rranfported 
,off this Ifland for life. 

If mar!hal, con- 84th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if the provofl: .. 
ftable, &c. fuffer marfhal or any of his lawful deputies, or any lawful conftable or workhoufe-
them to efcape, {h 11 1· er_ 
they forfeit sol. keeper, all wi ingly or neg 1gently fuu,er any flave or flav~s to efcape, wh0 !hall 
and may be fued for be committed to his or their cufi:ody for any offence under this Act, fuch marfhal, 
their value -conftable, or workhoufe-keeper, who fhall fuffer fuch ef cape, fhall, on conviction 

:thereof before two magiftrates, forfeit the fum of fifty pounds, to be recovered in 
a fummary manner· by warrant under the hands and foals of the faid two magi .. 
ftrates, for the ufe of the parHh, and without injury to the rights of the owner to 
fue for the value of the fame. 

Fees of fi-aves dif.. 8 5th. And be it further enacled, That where any flave or flaves ffiall be dif
charged by procla- charged py proclamation, the deputy marfhal or workhoufe-keeper fuall be entitled 
mation to be paid f, h 
by the public, to receive all !1c Fees as !hall be due to him o~ them for . fu~h flave or 
proof being1given flaves, at the time of fuch d1fchc:1,rge, from the pubhc, upon apphcation and due 
that the>: we:e pro- proof made in the moft folemn manner ~o the Affembly, or any committee thereof, 
perly maintained. that fuch flave or ffaves, during the ~ime they were in the cuftody of fuch deputy-

madhal 
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niarfhal or workhoufe-keepet, was and were found and ptovided with :proper and JAMAICA. 
fufficient provifions, and neceffary clothing, agreeable to this law. 

86th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, Th~t no gaol-keeper Gaol-keepers not te 
in this Iflaf1d or any perfon aB:ing under him as clerk or deputy lhall on any work out flaves fent · 

' • ' to them for tonfine-
pret~nce w hatfoev.er work or employ any flave or fiave6 font to his cuftuqr, upon ment u~r :f>€A«lty 
any plantation, pen# or fettlement belonging to or in the pc,ffeflio.n of any fuch ot- j81. . 
gao1.keeper, nor hire or lend fuch flave or ilaves ou~ to work. fo,r any other 
perfon or perfons, during the time fuch flave or flaves fhall be in his cufi:ody, but 
that all fuch flaves fhaB be and remain in the common _gaol of the tO\inty~ pijrHh, 
or precinB:, in order to be infpecl:ed by any perfon Pr perfons defirin,g th~ fam~ ; 
and in cafe any gaol-keeper !hall offend herein, he fuall for every offa~cf! for£~~ 
the fum of fifty poundli. 

· 87th. And whereas there are many •inferior crimes and mifderneanors <t:om- Two juftices may 
mitted by flave8, which ought to be punifued in a fom.mary tnann<:_r before tw9 in~uire in_t~ inferior 
n1agiftrates, be it. tnerefore en.a&ed by the authority aforefaicl, That all mif- c_rime~, gmng n&· 0 -

de d · r: • • • d b 11 fl h . b r t1ce to Gwners, c. meanors an m.1:enor cnmes commute y any uave o-r aves, not · erem e10re of Jlaves and order 
mentioned and direB:ed in what manner they are to be tried, · fhaH be tried in a punifhm~nt. 

fummJry manner oefore two or mOl'e juftices of the peace -of the par-Hh or precinct 
where th <t offence fhall be committed, reafonable notice of the time and . place of 
fuch trial being given to the owner; proprietor, or poifeifor of fuch flave or flaves, 
or his, her, or their attorney or attornies, or the perfon or perfons having the care 
of fuch flave or .Ilaves ; and the faid jufiic~s of the peacft {hall, on <;onvia:ion, of 
fuch Ilave or flaves, order and direB: fuch punifhment to be inflieled as they !hall 
think proper, nor exceeding fifty la{hes~ or fi:~ months imprifppment to Jiar.4 
labour. 

88th. And be it further enaB:ed, Tihat the derk of the peac€, for aMending fudt Cl~.J'h er peace tt 
fumn1_ary trial, and n1akiF1g out the order of the magUl:rates thereat, whkh he is atteurl t:~t!t tum-

hereby bound to do under the pen_alty of fifty p@tmds, &all b€ e1:ui~:lecl to re7eive ;:ri~;l!f~,tt~ 
from the churchwardens of the pari'lih the fum of ome pound fix fhilh«g~ and etgh-t- dudii .th~ are t~ 
penoe,; and the ,conftable for attending at the tr.ial, and at the <ucecution of the be paid ;t-i. -me -Sd. 
order of tfu.e magifrrates nhereGn, fhaH receive the fum of ten fuil1ing-s. · 

89th. And be it further ,enacted by the authority aforefaid, That it !hall anq ~~y Juftices to enforce 
be lawful for the jufiices aforefaid, and they are hereby ii·e_quired, to do th~ir f-everiill this A&. a,s well 
and re(peaive ·duties under rhis Acl:, when mart.ial law JhaU happen te be iµ force, during ~arti~ilaw 
as they might or ought to have done if martial faw wer~ not fubfifl:ing, ap.y Jaw, as at 0ther umer;. 

cuflom, or ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

90th . .And be it further enacted by the aurhority aforefaid, That all penalti~s ix,. Re~~TMJ,iipp}i .. 
this Act .mentioned, and not already dec~lared how they fhall be recovered and c..t.\On_pf ~~i~ 
applied, lhall~ if not exceeding fifty pounds, be recoverecJ in a fuml1ilary manne.r :t~f<»l!~d1f;po!ecl 
before any two of His Maje£ly's juftices of the peace~ by djfhefs and f~le of the · 
offender's goods and chattels; an<l if amounting to or exceeding fifty .pound.s, to 
be recovered in the fupreme court of judicature, or in either of the courts o_f affiz~,, 
by aB:ion of debt, bill, plaint or information~ wherein no effoign, protection, or 
wager of .law, or non '9Ult ulterius pnofequi, ihall be entered; ,one msiety of which 
penalties !hall be paid to :the ·churchwaraens, for the ofe .of the pari1h where it!he 
affence fuall be committed, and Jthe (i)ther moiety .to the infQrmer, -or -him> )h©r, or F eea· tf 1 . 
them who ihall :fue for the fame: Prov,ided always, that all ·proceedings for the c;:men~s~~ 
11ec-0very @f penalties itrnder this Aal: fhall :be infiitm~ed wi~hin ,twelve moaths after tweilve mQf!t~. 

nhe 0ffonce be -commitood. 

91 ft. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all crimes corn- Offe.ces committed 
mitred by flaves during the time vhe Acl:, intituled, H Aft A6t for the ,protocl:ion, un~folllner ~ 
fubn·i-iing~ ;cl0thing, and for the better order a1il{I} gov-ernmeFlt of Slaves, -and tfgr may he_ !bf~• a-~ 

,, rr .-1 • h O 1- r. ..1 • h h A ...;1 d r • &c.UL"S~l tt ;wn~ .1u.u1. ocher:purpofes, .pauew. I'lil t e year . ne ,t1-iou1anm e1g t untl•feUJ. an 1evtm, lwas m in force. 
force, !hall be heard, tried and determined, and fuch flavc punilhed in the $ianner 
direcled by the faid Acl:, and as jf the fame were now in full force, and for which 
purpo~e only the faid recited Acl: !hall be confidered as ftill in force. 

(18.) .Q No. 10· 
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No. 16 . 

.AN ACT to enable Perfons of Colour, -and Negroes of Free Condition, to,
fave deficiencies for their own Slaves, and for the Slaves of each other. 
[ 4th December 1813.J 

Preamble. WHEREAS it is. deemed expedient that perfons of colour and negroes of free 
condition fhould be permitted to employ perfons of the fame clafs and condition on 
their ref petl:ive properties, and that fuch free perfons fo employed, as well as fuch 
free perfons being proprietors, ihould be allowed to fave deficiencies for their own 
body; and it is alfo expedient to repeal a certain claufe of an Act herein-after 
mentioned, relating to free perfons: We, therefore, Your Majefl:y's dutiful and 
loyal fubjeB:s, the Affembly of thii Your MajeUy's Ifland of Jamaica, do mofi: 
humbly befeech Your Majefi:y that it may be en.acted ; be it therefore enatted . 
and ordained by the Governor, Council, and Affembly of this Ifland, and it is 
hereby enaB:ed and ordained by the authority of the fame, That the fourth claufe of 

53 Geo. 3. cap. 2 j. the twenty-feventh ~hapter of the fifty-third year of the reign of His prefent 
claufe 4. repealed. Majefiy be and the fame is hereby repealed. 

P r fcolour or 2d. And be it further enatl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That notwith{landing 
enonso , . . . • f h' Jr. d h 

negroes of free con- any thmg contamed to the contrary m a certain AB: o t 1s Ifland, pane on t e 
dition; ~llowed to eleventh day of December in the year of 9ur Lord One thoufand eight hundred and 
keep, hire or employ twelve, intitu led, " An Ac.1: to oblige the feveral inhabitants of this Hland to keep a 
perfons of the fame b f h" r r • • h ·1· · · · h b f -
free condition num er o w 1te penons 1ervmg m t e m1 1t1a, m proportion to t e num er o 
agreeably to the flaves they !hall poifefs, or to pay certain fums of money in cafe they !hall be 
number of flaves deficient," it iliall and may be lawful for every proprietor, being a perfon of colour 
they Pd~ffefs, ahnd or negro of free condition, or other perfon or perfons of the fame free condition, 
accor mg to t e h Id. .rr ffi I . . .{h . h' h. 111 d fl 
fcale and proportion o mg, pone mg-, or emp oymg, m any pan wit m t 1s uan , any aves, or 
of the aboveall:,not- hiring any :£laves by the year, to keep up, employ, and hire one or more perfon or 
wi~hfi~nding a?y perfons of the fame free clafs or condition, for the feveral numbers of flaves, and 
~~;~i~neJ~e faid acl: ac_cording to the f~ale and the fe:eral proportions fet forth in the firfi: claufe of. ~he 
, fa1d laft above reCited Acr, which fa1d frc:e perfons £hall be males, acrually domg 

duty in the militia, and !hall live and refide on- the plantation or plantations for 
which they £hall ref peaively be given in, receiving wages or hire for their fervices 
on fuch plantations refpecl:ively, at not lefs than fifty pounds per annum. 

They are to fave 3d. And be it further enatl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes 
dhefici;n

1
cies for f. wherein by the faid Act ·white perfons and their ref pe8:ive defcendants are 

t em1e ves, or or ll d r. d fi · · r h · fl £ h fl f h h. others in~ all cafes a owe to 1ave e c1enc1es 1or t e1r own aves, or 1or t e aves o any ot er w 1te 

wherein white per- perfons, it fhall be lawful in like manner for perfons of colour and negroes of free 
fons are allowed by condition to fave deficiencies for themfelves refpecl:ively, or for other perfons of -t(? above aa to do colour, or negroes of free condition, on whofe properties they fhall refpeaively be 
o. employed and hired as aforefaid. 

In all other cafes not 
herein mentioned, 
all duties, &c. and 
forms, mutatis mu
tandis, to be con-· 
fidered applicable to 
fuch perfons. 

'This aa: to be in 
force until .3 I il 
December 1816. 

4th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That in all other 
cafes, not particularly mentioned in this Acl, all duties, obligations, and penalties, 
a11 fubjetts of relief, and all forms of giving in, and of affidavits relating to white 
perfons, fhall in like manner, mutatis mutandii, be deemed and confide red as 
applicable to perfons of free condition as aforefaid, of which the commiffioners of 
public accounts, the receiyer general1 all magifi:rates, clerks of veftries, and other 
perfons, £hall in like manner and under like P.enalties take due notice. . 

5th. And be i~ further enacted by the aurhority aforefaid, That this act £hall 
continue and be m force from the paffing thereof until the thirty-fir{t day of 
December in the year of our Lord One thoufand eight hundred and fixteen, and 
no longer. 

No. 17. 



No. 17. 

AN ACT to repeal feveral Aas, and the claufe of an Act of this lfland, 
refpecl:ing Perfons of Free Condition, and. for granting to fu'ch Perfons 
certain Privileges. [ 4th December 1813. J 

JAMAICA. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to admit all people of free condition born in this Preamble. 
Ifland, or manumifed purfuant to the laws thereof, being baptized and· inff:rucled 
in the Chrifiian religion, to give evidence in all cafes, civil and criminal ; and 
alfo to repeal the feveral Acts, and the clanfe of an Acl: of this Hland herein-after 
mentioned relating to fuch perfons : May it pleafe Your mofr Excellent Majefty 
that it may be enacl:ed ; be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and 
Affembly of this Your Majefiy's Ifland of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the fame, That from and immediately after the paffing of this acl:, a ( 
certain Act made and paffed in the twenty-firft year of the reign of His late Majefty, .. 
King George the Second, chapter feven, intituled "An Act for making free Negtoes, 2i Geo. 2~ cap. 7. 
Indians, and Mulattoes, evidence in all cauf~s again ft one another, in all the courts of 
this IflanJ;" a certain other AB:, made and paifed in the fecond year of the reign of His 
prefent Majefiy, chapter eight, intituled " An AB: to prevent the inconveniences arif- 2 Geo. 3· cap.~-

ing from exo_rbitant Grants and Devifes made by white Perfons to Negroes and : 
the Iffue of Negroes, and to re.fhain and limit fuch Grants and Devifes ;" a certain 
other AB:, made and paffed in the thirty.fixth year of the reign of His prefent 
Majefiy, chapter twenty three, intituled, "An AB:. for granting certain Privileges 36 Geo. 3. c~p. 23 .. , 
to Perfons of Colour, and Negroes, being of free Condition and Chriftians ; " and 
the firfi claufe of a certain other Act, made and paffed in the twenty.fifth year of 
the reign of His prefent Majefly, chapter feventeen, intituled, "An AB: ~o prevent and 25 Geo. 3. 
the Captains, Commanders, or Mailers of Ships and all other Veffels whatfoever capj ~7· cl. r. re
from clandefl:inely carrying off this Hland negro or other flaves,'' ihall be and pea e • 

fiand repealed, annulled, and made void_ei to all intents and purpofes whatfoever ;, 
any thing in the fa.id AB:s, or either of them, or in any Act or Acts contained 
to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and. after ~e~fons of f~ee c?n-

h n: f h' An. ll d r d r f ~ d. · b · d1t1on born m this t e pa-umg o t 1s CL a an every per1on an penons o tree con 1t1on, orn m ifland or ·manumif-
this Ifland, or manumifed purfuant to the laws thereof, 2.nd who have been baptized ed p;rfuant to law., 
and infi:ruB:ed in the principles of the Chrifiian religion, ihall and lawfully may be a~d baptize?, per-

admitted and rec 0 ived to give evidence on any trial or fuit, of any nature or kind m:tdted t~ gfive . 
h f h I . f l . . fi" d h'b· d . f evt ence m uture rn w at oever, or on t e 1earmg o any tamp amt m 1tute· or ex 1 lte m any o the courts of this· 

the courts of law or equity in this lfland, or before any magiftrate or coroner: ifland. 
Provided always, that no fuch perfon fuall be competent to b~ admitted or received 
to give evidence under and by virtue of this Alt, unlefs fuch perfon fhall have been Provifo. 

baptized fix months at the leafi previous to the time of fuch perfon being produced 
to give evidence, and, unlefs fuch perfon lliall at fuch time produce a certificate of 
his or her baptifm, and which certificate ihall have been produced to, and the pro., 
duclion thereof attefied by, the cufi:os or fome magifl:rate, and one of the church
wardens of the pari{h wherein fuch perfon £hall refide, any thing hereinbefore con-
tajned to the contrary thereof \ll anywife notwithflanding: And provided alfo, Provifo. 

that no negro or mulatto who !hall be made free fuall be admitted to give evidence 
bv virtue of this law, unlefs he or fhe has been manumitted, or made free, for 
th·e f pace of twelve ~onths pre~ious to the commiffion of the offence or 
exiftence of the fact refpecting which he or {he !hall be produced to give his or 
her evidence. . 

3d. And be it further enacl:ed by the . authority aforefaid, That all and every All ~e!fon~ of free 
perfon and perfons of free condition, in the feveral parifhes of this Ifland, £hall and c0nd

1
1tio~~rn th£cthf:.: 

h · · d · · h · f · • d ·1 f b d . vera panu.1es o 1s 
t ey ~~-e .herepy require . ~~ _g1r~ m ~ e1:., re pe~1ve names an paces o a o e m ifla~d., to g,ive in 
the fevera-1 panilies wherem they refpechvely refide, to the mayor, aldermen, and their names and 

common 
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common council, in the city and parilh of Kingftonj and in the ether parifues, to 
_____ ..,..__ the juftices and vefiry in open veftry, to be recorded· in a. book to be kept for that 
places of abode, and pnrpofe ; and !hall then and there produce th~ certi~cate of his or her baptifm, and 
certificates to ·be alfo his or her manumiffion, or prove,· t6 the fatisfaction of the J•uftices and veftry, 
.granted them. 

his or her right to freedoµi ;· and in default of compliance with the requifition 

JAMAICA. 

herein contained, each perfon fo making default fhall., during fuch non-compliance, 
forfeit all benefit an,ol advantage he or !he w0uld otherwife be entitled to under and 
bf virtue of this Atl: And the clerk of the common council of Kingfton, and the 
clerk of the vefrry of each other, pariih, fhall, unde;r th_e, penalty of tif t_y pounds for 
each name omitted, record the names of fuch perfons of free cond1t1on who may 
fo give in their mitne$ to the faid mayor, aldermen, and common counci-1, and to 
the juftices and vefrry as hereby reqtiired, and prove their right tb freedom, and 
£0rthwith grant certificates .there<Df to fuch perfons who may apply therefore ; and 
which certificate Thall be to the effect following : 

i ·, Tbef e are to certify, That did, on the 
. ,., qay of . . in the year of our Lord 
" give in ,his tor, her J name at a veftry, ho Iden at and did then 
~, and there produce the Certificate of his [or, her] baptifm, and fuow how he 
'' Cor, the] obtained his [or, her] freedom.'' 

.And for which certificate the clerk of the vefi:ry fhall be entitled· to receive a foe 
eif one :lhiHmg and three .. pence, and no more. 

Such certificates, or 4th. And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That fuch certificate, 
the record thereof, or the record thereof in. the vefiry .. book, fha11 on all and every occafion where a 
to be confidered party is tendered as a witnefs, be received and taken as proof of the freed?m of the f~:t:~o_f of per{on pr-oducing the fame, and fhall entitle fuch perfon to be received as a witij.e['i 

,mder and by virtue of this Aa, unlefs it fhall be fatisfactorily proved to the court 
before whom fuch perfon is produced as a witnefs, that fuch perfon is not of free 
condition. . 

'Pe,fons ,of .fr~e 
condition commit
ting perjury to be 
punilhed agreeabl.y 
to the laws of 
Great Britain. 

~'t1h.- And be it 'further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaicl, That if any perfon of · 
free cendition lhaU, in any ·caufe where he •fhall give his· or her teRimony, commit 
wilful and corrupt perjury, fuch perfon, being thereof conviB:ed, £hall be ·puniihed 
~cording to the laws and ftatutes of Great Britain in fach caf.es made and 
provided. 

P~alty on ·dei~ _:of ·6th. And be it further etrafred by the authority aforefaid, That the penalty here-
~~- v~:ryt~.e~:irion- _inbefore mentioned ihall be -recovered in a fummary marn1er before any two of His 

-~Ia~fe~ t~be:!cover- Majefi:y's juftices of the peace of the parilh wherein the offence ·fhaH have been 
·ecf fummarily. commi~ed, and t0 the ufe of the party o·r part-ies complaining thereof. 

Drogge,rs _plying 7th. And 'be :it further enacted bv the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and m'ay 
-round tfie-1fland may b I f I · II d. ' .,, l1' 1 1-- 1 · d h. Ifl d r h" 
b - . t db . e aw u to navigate a roggers, veue s, or l!TUats p ymg roun t 1s an 1or ire, e nav1ga e yper- b . . 
fons of free con- y negroes, mulattoes, or by any other def cript10n of perfons, whether free o,r 
ditt0n, or fla!es. flave, nptwithfianding any thing tb the contrary in .my other Act of this Ifland at 
Provifo. . an.y time heretofore made : Provided neverthelefs, that the mafter of fuch drogg.er 

fhafl be -a native fubj.ect of free condition. 

'No. 18. 

AN 4CT to enable the Jufiices and Ve-ftry of the feveral ·Parifhes of this 
Iilaad to fit out parties of confidential Slaves. (4th December 181·3.] 

~reample. 
'WHEREAS it has·been found beneficial, in fever'1l parts of this iiland, to employ 

confidenti'al fiaves for rhe taking and bringing ·fu or .,ddi:roying ·runaway or rebel
lious. flaves ; We, Your Majefty 's dutiful and loyal fubjecl:s, the Affembly of 

. Ja~a1ca, humbly befeech Your ·Majefry that it may be etra!cted ; be it therefore 
Onre refentationof enacl:~d ~y th: ~o~e~nor,_· Couaci_l and ~ff~bly o~ rhis -r: our ~aj,eftfs .Ma~_d of 
juftic!~ndTeftrycf Ja~alca~ and 1t,_1s nereby _enat1ed b'y ·rhe·authonty -•of the f~~~?~ That It fhall and 
anypanTu, governor may be lawful for the Governor, -or-peticm exercffing the Junctions uf-~vetnment 
empowered to · for 
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for the time being, on the reprefentation of the ju(tice~ and vefiry of any parilh in JAMAICA, 
this Ifland, that horde$ of runaway or rebellious· (raves, dangerous to the peace of ---_ -. --
the community, are colleB:ed within or in the neighbour,hood of the parifh, to a?thorize them to 
authorize the jufiices and veftry of any parifh within this Ifland, when and as ofren hm: _and fift out 

h f; • d r "fi h fi .n • f • {l ll parties o confiden-as to t . e a1 governor or per.1on exerct mg t e un\;.1.1ons o government, 1t 1a on tial £laves to go in. 

fuch reprefentati.on appear neceffary or exp~dient to .raife f vch .nurnbe~ of negro purfqit of ·run-.. 
and other fiaves, or perfons of free .condition, as to them £hall feem me~t;- and at aw_ays, and to ~p
fuch hire as can be agreed on between the faid juflices and veftry and the owners of ~hmt officers , 
fuch flaves, t? go in purfuit of, and to take, bring in, or de{lroy all fuch runaway ~ e.r~to. 
or rebellious flaves as may be &ffembled in the fai,d pari!h or neighbourhood, and tc;> 
appoint office~s for commanding fuch parties; and fuch party fo to be fent out fhall 
be fupplied with good -arms, accoutrements, ~nd ammunition, by the jufiices an~ 
vefrry, anJ at the expenfe of the faid parifu : Provided always, that with every Provifo.· 
fuch party of flaves there ·{hall be at leafr one white perfon for every: twenty negro 
or other flaves. 

2d. And be it further enacted by the authorily aforefaid, That the officers and Such offic:rs aad 

non-commiffioned officers employed to command and conduct fuch parties {hall n~n-co~~t0
:;~ 

be appointed by warram under the h,and and feal of the cufi:os or fenior. magifrrate ;oi~~:~ ~Y :arrant 
· prefiding at any veftry, on the nomination of the majority of the j ufiices and vefl:ry- under.hand o~ cuftos 
men prefent, when the , faid officers £hall be appointed under the authority ~o be or femormagiftrate; 

gi_ven by the governor or perfon exer~iiing tha funclions of government- as .afore- ;:fd t:;,~e:~~1~0 t!e 
fa1d ; and that fuch officers, non-comm1ffioned officers, and others employed many. the rate allowed by 
fuch party, !hall be allowed and paid at and after the rate allowed in and by an acl: 48 Gto. 3~ cap 4. 
paffed in t:he forty .. eighth year of the reign of His prefent Majefty, commonly called 
The Party Law, during fuch · time as fuch officers fuall be employed in actual 
fervice. 

3d. And· be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That over and above. B1~~s t~eir/ay 
the faid pay and_ hire of the n_egroes. employ~~ in fuch ~ar~ies, ·the faid partief? fual_l. ;:rti:~·e;;/~0 be 
be allo~ed the hke rewards for takmg or ki_llmg rebellious or . runaway flaves, as allowed the like 
are in and by the faid Acl: allowed to be diftributed in the proportions and manner rewards as are 

th r by dired:ed. · granted by the 
e e above aa. 
4th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That all and every the All fi . . 

flave or flaves who fhall be employed in fuch parries fhall previoufiy be valued and fuch ;;:t~e!:~egt~n 
appraifed by the faid jufl:ices and vdlry, or any two perfons to be appointed by be yalued and ap-
them, fuch valuation not to exceed the fum of two hundred pounds ; and in cafe · prai~ed; . 
any flave or flaves fhall be killed, the mafter or owner of fuch flave or flaves lhall :hd if any ~e tilled, 
receive for every fiave fo killed the fum at which the faid flave £hall have been all~;:fr;c~ va~ue; 
valued; and in cafe any fuch fiave or flaves £hall be difabled by lofs of limb, the and if any difabled, 
mafi:er or owner· of fuch flave or tlaves fhall receive fuch fum as fhall appear, upon a~equatb co?lpenfa
a revaluation, to be an adequate compenfation, not exceeding_ one hundred twn to e gryen. 

pounds; fuch revaluatio!l .to b~ made by the faid jufi:ices and veftry, or. two per-
fans to be by them appomted, after fuch fiave or flaves fh~ll become fo d1fcl,bl~d as 
aforefaid. 

5th. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority ~forefaid, Tha~ the faid j_µfl:ices Tax to b_e l~vied on 
and veftry fhall and may and they a~e hereby authorized and required . to ra1fe and eac~ pardh for de
levy on the inhabitants o( the parifh where fuch party or parties may be fitted out, fraym~ the above 

f "fi ir. c h h. expemes. · fuch fum or · fums o money. as may be reqm He and necenc.\ry _.1or t e pay, . 1~e, 
maintenance, and rewards to which foch party or pa,rties may b.e entitled, and as 
may be required to pay for fuch flave or fiaves a~ may be killed ~r ~ifabled in fuc~ 
party or parties, to be received, levied, and enforced as the other parochial taxes : 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained is meant or intended to interfere Provifo, .. 
with the herein-before mentioned Parry Law or Militia Law, or any of the articles, 
matters, and things th_erein contained. 

6th. And be it further enacled by the .authority afordaid,, That in cafe two or 1n cafe two pari{he~ 
more parifhes fhall join in fitting out parties, tl\e officer whofe warrant, figned join to fit oat parties,
as · afo;efaid, !hall be of the oldefl: . date, fhall take the command of fµ.ch joint ?fficferhwhol£dewft~rd~nt : · . _ h 1s o t e o e ate · 
parties ; and the other offlcers £hall tak.e ,,rank. and cmnmand ~ccorQtng to t e date is to have ·the corn~ 
of the warrants under which they fhall be then actually aain-g--atid receiving pay. mand11 r 

(1 8.) R 
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No .. 19, 

AN A er for rendering more effecl:ual two ·certain Acts of this Ifland,, i·e
f pell:ing foreign flaves and foreigners of a certain defcription; c•ne paffed 
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine, and the other 
paifed in the year one thoufand eight hundred and one. 

[23d November 1814.J 

Pte0mble. _ · WHEREAS two certain AB:s of this Ifland, the one.intituled "An Acl: to pre-
39 eo. 3· cap·. z9 .. vent any intercourfe or communication between the flaves of this Ifland and foreign 

flaves of a certain defcription, and for other purpofes, paffed in the month of March 
in · the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety~nine ;" and the 

4 1 Geo_ •. 3~ cap. ·1_7. other intituled " An AB: for eftablifhing regi1lations ref peB:ing perfons of a 
-certain defcription arriving in this •lfland, or refident therein, in certain cafes/' 
made and paffed in the · month of March .in the year of our Lord one thoufand 

.. eight hundred and one, are not fufficient., under the circumfiances of the times, 
t9 effeB:uate the purpofes thereby intended : W ~' Your Majefty' s dutiful and 
loyal fubjetls, the Governor, Council, and Affembly of this Y ou_r M ajefty's Ifland 
of Jamaica, do humbly befeech Your Maje{J:y that it may be enaB:c:<l; and be · it 

· · enacl:ed by the Governor, Council, and Affembly of the faid Ifland, and it is hereby 
Additional decla- enacl:ed by the authority of the fame, That in addition to the declaration men
ra~ion to be m_ade b_r tioned in the third claufe of the laft .. mentioned AB: paffed in the year one thoufand 
~lii~s 0h~ tr ~m~ eight hundred and one, every alien who fhall arrive in this Hland after the paffing 
,a 

10 
t 

15 
an ·· . of this Atl: fhall alfo declare to the naval offic~r of the port in which fuch alien 

fhall arrive the place of his . or her birth, and the length of time of his or her 
refidence in the country or countries, place or places, in which fuch alien £hall 
haye prim:ipally refided previous to his or her arrival, ·and alfo the name of the 

.. fhip or veffel in which fuch alien arrh·ed, the country to which fuch fhip or veifel 
Punifhment in the belongs, and the name of the mafter thereof; and every alien who fhall neglea 
event of refuf~I. :. -01" .refufe to mak;e fuch declaration as herein-before and in the faid third clauf e of 

the faid Act dir-eaeq to be made, or £hall make a falfe declaration thereof, fhall 
for every fuch offence be proceeded againfr ; a~ in ' and by the faid claufe dire~ed 
or on convicl:ion thereof before any tw<;> juftices of the peace, or members of the 
-corporate body of t!he city and parifh of Kingfton, upon the oath of one or more 

: credible witneifes, be committed to the common gaol, or fame other proper place 
, _ .0f confin~ment, until the pleafure of the governor, lieutenant-governor, or perfon 

executing the functions of governor, £hall be known thereupon. 
Aliens to produce 4 d b . f h .a. d b h h · -c · r. ··a Th. 1· h n.. the certificate of the .p.n e It urt er ena~Le · y t e aut 0r1ty aroretaI , _ at any a 1en w o mall · 
navalofficerbeforea upon his or her arrival in this Hland receive the certificate from the naval officer 
jufli~e of ~he peace; or hi~ deputy, as directed by the fourth claufe of the faid Act, fuch alien fhall, 

b
an~ m Kh mgllon _ within ' the f pace of twenty-fours after he or ilie fhal_l -have obtained the fame 

e1ore t ecorporate • h r. h "fi b c · fl • f h f h ·{h· • ' body, within appear · wit .lUC cert1 cate e1ore any JU1t1ce o_ t e peace o t e pan wherem 
24; ~ours nfter o.b- fuch certificate £hall have been obtained; and if in the city and parHh of Kingfton, 
taunnfr~t fame; ~-e~ore ene of the ~embe:s ?f ~he corporate body thereof at their nex_t fitting 
anfiddp. thffion !~ . thereafter; and which fa1d JUfhce of the peace or corporate body fhall, 1f he or 
re 1 em e partm 1s h · fh· ll r d r h b - r · • 
to be granted them t ey a 1ee no goo cau1e to t e contrary, y endor1ement upon the fa1d cer-
if no good canfe to' tificate grant fuch alien-per,miffion to refide within the faid pari!h or precinct; but 
the contrary. if fuch juftice of the peace or corporate body aforefaid £hall fee caufe why fuch alien 

lhall not be permitted to r.efide in fuch parifh or precincr, he or they fhall commit 
fuch alien to the common gaol, or fome other proper place of confinement 
without bail or mainprize, and report the fame forthwith to the governor, lieu: 
te~ant-governor,. or .. per(on exe<;utipg _the fuµB:ions 9f g~vernor. 

Gff9vhern1o~mda:iY. 0rd~r · And ·be it further enacted· by the authority aforefaid, That the governor, lieu:. 
o t e uan any l . , . .r: • h · i:.: n • f 
alien offending -en~nt-governo~, or .R.er1~n ex~cutmg t e 1Uil\.-Lt0ns o governor, fhall and may, 
herein. · · · if 



JAMAICA-. if he fhall thiak fit, caufo every alien whQ. .fhall . fo. atfend, or be .committed ~s 
aforefaid, to be fei1t off this Ifland. , · _,_-~-----

And be it further ·enacted by the attthority aforefaid, That when and as often Regulations for the_ 

it .fhaU happen that i:i'o proclamation fhall be. i1f11ed; as directed by 'the feventh coffind
1u

8 ?fmhafters_o.f 

l r f h r. • a f fh. {ff_ l {h ll I d . ,,e e s, m t e event c au1e o t e .1a1d Acl:, that no mauer o .any 1p or veue a an · , or permit of there not being a 
or fuffer any perfon, being an alien, to la1,1d. in any. part of this Hland, before the i>i:oclaination in · 
arrival of fuch {hip or veffel in the port or place to which fuch fhip or veffel fua1l force. 
be bound ; and any perfon offending herein fuall forfeit and pay the fum of one 
hundred pounds for each alien fo landed, or permitted or fuffered to land as 
aforefai<l, to be remver€.d before any two juftices of the peace of the pariili wherein 
fuch .fh.ip or veffel {hall arrive ; and if within the p,recincl: of the city and parifh 
of Kingfi:on, before any two members of the corporate body of the faid city and 
parHh, the one half thereof to go to the informer, and the ot.her half to the poo:r 
of the faid parifh ; and if any alien fhall land in this Jfiand from any fhip or veffel 
before the arrival of fuch !hip or veffel in the port or place to which {4e fha~l be 
bound, againft the wifh and without the confent of the mafter of fuch fhip or veffel, 
the faid mailer £hall immediately upon his arrival report to the naval officer or 
his deputy the names, colour, fex, <lefcription of perfon, the port or place wher:e 
fuch alien £hall.. have embarked on board his {hip or veffel, and the place where 
fuch alien £hall have landed; and upori neglect -or refufal to make fuch report, or 
upon making a falfe report thereof, fuch mafter .£hall for every · fuch offence 
upon conviction thereof before any two jufl:ices of the peace or corporate b0ay 
as aforefaid, forfeit and pay the funi of one hundred pounds, one half thereef 
for the informer, and the other half for the poor of the faid parifh in which fuch 
mafter £hall be convicted. 

And be it enacted _by the authority aforefaid, That a~l perfons not being naturaleo A;Hen_s ar~to-afpear 
born fubjec1s of His Majefty, and not naturalized, refiding in this lfiand, ihall in with thei~ ceru£- _ 

and during the month of Augufi in each and every year appear before any jufiice b:}:}e~;{; j:l~ar 
of the peace of the parifh in which fuch alien fuall refide, and if in the city and· of peace,' and •i: 
parifh of Kingfton, before the corporate body thereof, and fhaH then fhow to fuch ~ingfton before-the 
jufl:ice of the peace or corporate body the certificate or paffport under which corporate body. 

fuch alien fhall have been permitted -ro refide in the faid parifh ; and if any ali~n Penalty in cafe of 
thall refufe or neglect to appear as aforefaid, without a good and fuflicient excufe~ refufa1. 
or £hall appear without fhowing his or her paff port or certificate, and without 
giving good and fufficient reafon for not fhowing the fame, fueh alie:n fhaU he 
committed by fuch ju'fl:ice of the peace or corporate body to the commori gaal, 
or fome other proper place of confinement, there to remain without bail or 
mainprize, until the pleafure of the governor, lieutenant-govern0r, or pe1tforl 
executing the funB:ions of governor, fuall be known thereupon ; and which faid 
juftic~ of the peace fhall within one month lodge in the office of the clerk of t:he 
peace of their refpecl:ive pari!hes, and the corporate body in the police office, a lift; 
of all fuch perfons as fhall have fo appeared before them ref peB:ively, anc} !haU 
alfo notify on the back of each certificate the appearance aforefaid of fuch alien~ 

And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That , upon any perfon not Regulatious for t_he 
being a natural-born fubjetl: of His Majefty, and not naturalized, enlifirng ot being cooduad~f captams 

II d . f h .1. . f ] . Ifi d h , I£ . . comman 1ng eom• :nro ~ m any company or troop o t • e m1 ma o t :1s an , t e ou:tcer cam~ panies or troops of 
mandmg fuch company or t't'dop at the time of fuch enhfl:ment or en·roI·rnerlt iliall militia in regard to 
forthwith take down the name of fuch perfon, his place of birth, JJlace of refi;.: aliens 0 

dence in the _parifh, and length of time of fuch refidence, his occup~~iort . and 
colour, of which he iliall immediately make a return to the colonel or officer con1-
manding the regiment to which fuch company; or troep fhall belong, under a 
penalty qf ten pounds for each neglect her~in, to be recovered before a~y two 
jufiices of the peace of the parifh to which fuch company or troop !hall belong, 
and if in the city and parHh of Kingfton, before any two o( the members of th~ 
corporate body ; and which faid return the colonel or officer · commanding the 
faid regiment £hall, within twenty days after receiving. the fame, cranfmit to the 
clerk of the peace of the parilh in which fuch perfon {hall be enlifteiJ or, e~rolled; 

, and if in the cit.y and pariffi of Kingftqn, to the police office, g;nqer.a ·pe11alty .of 
.. twenty 



JAMAICA; twenty i,oundi) for ~ach tiegiea~ to be recovered ·as la~ aforefai~; ancl' whi~? ~aid ' 
penalties fhall be paid ~o the ufe of the poor of the panlh wherein fuch conv1chon: 

· lhall take place. . .. . . · 

l>~(~on_s ha~~ng . And be it further enacted -by the authority aforefaid, That every. perfon and 
ahems m the1r e~- . perfons whomfoever, who · fhall 'have any perfon ; or · perfons, not. bemg natural- · 
ploy onefidentw1th . f · · ft 'd h · b r d r · · h" h 
the~, mui't'give in born fubJeB:s o His MaJe y, -~n not_ avmg eenh ~athura :ze ~ 1

1
v
1
mg m 1s, r er, 

an account of them or their employ, or refidi~g within his, her, or t elf ou1es, ma on or be10re 
~o p~)Jice officer (if the twenty-eighth day of March next, or within'twemy days after making a return 
ml Kkmgftfon),an.nto of all fuch perfou or ·perfons not being naturaL-born fubjecl:s of His Majefty, and 
c er so peace m • 1· d h 1· ffi f h · d '{h f K" other parilhe~ not havmg been natura 1ze , to t e po ice o cer. o t e city an pan o mg-
under penalty' of fton, as to f uch perfons as refide in the faid city and parilh, and to the clerks 
wol. of the peace of the feveral other parilhes in which -fuch perfon or perfons refide, 

or in which his, her, or their plantation or houfe may be, whereon fuch perfon 
or perfons as aforefaid are employed or refide ; and in fuch return ihall be fet . 
down the name, colour, country, and occupation of fuch perfon or perfons 
aliens as aforefaid, the length of 'time fuch perfon or perfons, alien~ as aforefaid, 
fhall have been in his, her, or their employment, or the le~gth of time of fu~h 
refidence as aforefaid, and alfo the country from whence fuch perfon or perfons, 
aliens as aforefaid, lafr came; and in every cafe of neglect or default he, ihe, or 
they fhall forfeit and pa.y the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered iµ a 
fummary manner before any two of His Majefl:y's juUices of the peace of the re
fpeB:ive parifhes ; and if in the city and parilh of Kingfl:on, before any two of 
the corporate body, upon the oath of one or more credible witnefs or witneffes ; 
one half thereof fuall be to the inform.er or informers, the other moiety to the · 
poor of the parilh in which fuch plantation or dwelling fhall be. 

~nd tho~e erpploy--_ · . And be it further enacl:ed by the ·authority aforefaid, That from _and after the 
mgftany_.mh_fu.~ure : paffing of this Act, all pe1fon or perfons whomfoever who iliall employ or take to 
mu wit m 1our- r. d . h h" h h r r b · 1 f b' ..a. teen days make a- · re11 e wit un, er, or t em any penon or perions not emg natura -born u ~e1,;.LS 
return -0f them of His Majefry, and not having been naturalized, :fhal1, within fourteen days after 
uuder the{~rne · · foch employment or refidence, give in to the police officer pf the city and. parifh 
pen~lty. · • ' · of 'Kingfton, as to fuch perfons as refide in the faid city' and parifh, and to the 

The like notice to 
be given on aliens 
quitting their em -
ployment or rtfi. 
dence- . 

Fee to the police 
officer and clerks 
of peace; 

and penalty if they 
neglect to enter 
fuch returns. 

clerks of the peace· of the feveral other parilhes in· which f ~ch perfon or perfons, 
aliens as aforefaid, !hall be ~mployed or refide, a return _thereof, wherein £hall be 
fet down the names, colour, country, and occupation of fuch perfon or perfons 
aliens as aforefaid ; and in every caf e of neglect or default therein he, fhe, or they 
fhall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered as laft 
aforefaid; one moiety thereof to be for the 'informer or informers, and the other 
moiety thereof to be for the poo_r of the parifh as aforefaid. · ________ ..... t-

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and afre·r the 
paffing of this AB:, ·au perfon and perfons whomfoever who £hall . now have, or 
1hall or may hereafter have any perfon or perfons no"t being natural-born fubjecrs. 
of His Majefi:y, and not naturalized, in his, her, or their employ, or refiding with 
him, her, or them, he, fhe, or they fhall, upoµ fuch · perfon or perfons, aliens afore-
faid, 9.uitting fuch employment or refidence as aforefaid, give a no_tice thereof in 
writing to the police officer of the city and parilh of Kingfi:on, as to fuch perfons 
as refide in the faid city and pari!h, and to the clerks of the peace of the feveral 

. ~ther parifues in which fuch perfon or perfons, aliens aforefaid, !hall have been -
employed and refided ; and in every cafe of neglect or default he, · £he, or they 
fuall forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered and applied 
as .afor.efaid. 

And be it further enatl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That perfon.s giving in fuch 
returns as aforefaid £hall pay to the police officer of the city and parifh of Kingfron, 
and clerks of the peace of the feveral other parifhes, the fum of two !billings 
and fixpence for each perfon in fuch return fo to be made to them refpe6:ively, 
ana no more; and that the faid police officer and clerks of the peace £hall enter 
fuch returns fo to be made to them ·refpeclively, into a boo.k to be kept for that 
purpofe, under the penalty of five pounds for each negle& or d€fault, to be levied 
by warrant ,under the hands and f,eals of any two -of the members of the corporat~ 

bodf 



( 6~ ' 
body of the dty and parjlh of Kingfton, ·if ihch. neglect or default fhaU. hcl.p,pen JAMAieA. 
within the precincl: of the faid city ancl pari!h, aad by_ any ~wo jufiices, QJ the 
p~ace of the parifh wherein fuch negle8: or de.fault iliall happen; and d1e penahi€s 
fo levied to be applied to the ufe of the pool" of the city and parHbes wmerein fucli! 
penalties fhall be levied. 

·And be it further enaaed by the authmity aforefaid, That if any mafter- or Punifhrnent on 
commander of any £hip, veffel, · or boat, fhall not comply with the regulations mafters. of veffels 
contained in the firfl: fection of the faid recited Aa paifec.l the -eleventh day of nel gl~~lhng to COJll-:-; . 

M h I f: d · h h ..1 d d {i h n. ,.1 p y wit the regu\-11" arc one no~ an e1g t un~re an_ one, uc ma,~er or f:Omman~er, upon tions ~o~taiqed i{J. 
proof thereof m manner as direcl:ed m and by the faid All:, thall not only be theaCt of 41 o~o·.1 
liable to the penalty impofed by the faid All:, but fh_all alfo be committed to gaol for cap. 17. · 
three months, by warrant under the hand and feal of one or m9re of His l\t_fa .. 
jefty's juftices of the peac~, or by one or more of the corporate body of the city 
and parifu of Kingfi:on,, if within the precina thereof. 

And be it further enac.1:cd by the authority aforefaid, That all negroes or people Negroes., &c. from 
of colour from the Ifland of Saint Domingo,. found on fhore here without a fpecial St. Do~ingo found 
licenfe from the governor or the perfon executing for the time being the funaions .' 1~ere,r "r'1thoutha 

• . 1ceflLe rom t e 
of governor, .{h~H be deemed and taken to be perfons of a dangerous defcr1ptton, g;overnor, to be 
and on convu:bon under ~my law ref petting perfons of a dangerous _defcnpti.on deemed perfo.ns of a 
fhall be tranf ported for life; and that ~.ny perfon who fhall apprehend and have ~angerous defcrip

committed to gaol brigand negroes o-r people of colour of the aforefaid dekription, Hon. 

ihall be entitled to a reward of twenty pounds for every perfon fo apprehended Rewa1
rd:, :.0 pe~fo~s 

f d r • h · l 'fi f appre 1enamg to"'m an~ tran porte , o!1 pre,entmg to t e recetver-genera a ceru cate o the faft~ and to witne- ffes. · 
figned by the mag1flrates who fhall or may pafs fuch fentence of tranf portation ; 
and if any perfon fliall be profecuted and convicted under the eleventh or 
thirteenth claufes of the· faid Act by the information of any witnefs or witneffes, 
fuch witnefs or witneffes {hall be entitled to the fum of twenty pounds, to be pa.id 
by the receiver~general of this Hland, on the produclion to him of a certificate 
of fuch conviction. 

And be it further enacted, That immediatlely from and after the paffing of this Governor empower•• 

Act it £hall and may be lawful to and for the governor~ or perfon executing ed to ord~r f!arch 
the func1ions of governor for the time being, at any time to iffue orders to all tf be ma~e ror 

d r ..r h r k r h f d a.Rens, anu to ap.-
an . every or any_ perion ·or pen.ons w om1oever to ma e 1earc or an aepre-. prehend, fecure: and 
bend, and keep m fafe and fecure cufiody, any perfon whomfoever not bemg a fend them off the 
m\tural~born fubjecl: of His Majefty, to the end that fuch proceeding may be i~a_nd, i~ neceffary 
had with regard to every fuch perfon ref petlively as the fafety of the Ifland may for pub he fafety. 

appear to require, and to caufe to be kept in confinement on board any fuip or 
veifel, or otherwife, and for £uch time as he fhall deem ne~e[ary; and alfo to 
caufe to be fent off the Ifla~d every fu~h perfon fo to be apprehended as aforefaid, 
as he !hall deem to be a dangerous or fuf picious character with regard to· the 
public fafety and tranquillity. 

And be it further enaB:ed by the amhority aforefaid., That it £hall and may be Under fuch orde:.rs 
lawful to and for all and every or any perfon or perfons; under any fuch orders of t,he governor, 
as aforefaid, to break open houfes or clofes for the purpof e of effeB:ually fearching perfodns m;~y ~om• 

h r .. r b h d d c r 'd man acceis wr for all and every or any fuc penon or perfons ,o to e appre en e as a10re.1a1 , fearch by force. 

if free accefs {hall not ·be given or may.not be had for that pu~pofe, -and .alfo to 
ule and exercif e any force whatfoever that may he n~ceifary or· e~pedient ir order 
to. carry into full execution any fuch orders as aforefaid. · 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if .any officer or· O~c.ers,. ~c. ~f 
private of tbe militia · iliall not obey a·uy fuch or-de~~ as afer~fa1d, eViery ,\1ch mihua d1fobey1ng 

perf on fo off ending ihall be liahl~ to ·be tried by a gen~ral -cou~t-lnattial, ~nd to !~i:~ ~t:r~o~~t~e 
the fentence ther,eof. · • · martial. 

And be it further enatl:ed by the authGrity afo-1:efaid·, That if any perfou fent ~~rfons fent o~ the 
oif this· Ifland under this Acl: fhall afterwards return . to this Ifland, every fuch ifland u nder t~1s 
· - · a: d h · h · fi f l h" · d · . . aa to fuffer death perfon fuall fuu,.er eat wit out bene t . ~ c ergy, any t mg contame .m any if they .retnrn. 
former Aa notwith.ftaJ1ding. ' · , . . · 

(1~.) S ~nd 
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. ~SAINT And be it forthei· eJ!acled' by the authority aforefaid, 'and the commiffioners of 
CHRISTOPHER· public accounts ate hereby direB:ed to authorize 'the receiver-general to pay all 

Expenfes incurred "fuch expenfes as may at any time hereafter be incurred in the apprehending and 
to be paid by the - tranfporting from this Hland any perfon who may be apprehended and tranfported 
receiver-general, from this ffland by virtue of this or the herein-before recited Acts, fuch expenfes 
after being audited, · f 
&c. being firfi: audited and approved of by the faid comm1ffioners o accounts. 

Owners, &c. of And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, Th~t from aFid after the 
drog~ing v~ffels paffing of this Act, if any owner of a drogger or drogging veifcl, being the 

£carrymgflahenfs or mafier thereof, or the mafier not being the owner, :!hall take or carry any alien 
are1gn aves rom i: • i1 f h f h. Ifl d 1 r, .r h 

one port to another or 1bre1gn ave rom any one pa~t to any ot er p~rt o t 1s an , un _ eis rnc, 
without a patfport, _perfon fhall have a paffport accordmg to the reguht1ons made by the herem-before 
to forfeit 7ol. for recited Act of the forty-firfi year of the reign of George the Third, fuch mailer 
each. or owner of a drogge~ as aforefaid fuall for every fuch offence forfeit and pay -

the fum of feventy pounds for every fuch alien or forcign flave who :!hall have 
been by him carried from any one port to any other port of this Ifland as afore
faid, one moiety thereof to the informer or informers, and the other moiety to 

the churchwardens of the parifu wherein the port fhall be fituated to which the 
faid mafter or owner of a drogger as aforefaid {hall have carried fuch perfon or 
perfons, for the ufe of the poor of the faid parifh, to be recovered in a fu mmary 
manner before any two members of the _corporate body of the dty and parifh 
of Kingfi:on, if the offence !hall be committed within the precinct thereof, and 
any two magifirates of fuch other parifh where the offence fhaU be committed ; 
and in default of payment, that fuch offender or offenders !hall be committed to 

the common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize until the fame :!hall 

This act to be in 
force until 3 1 ft 
De~ember I 8 I 7. 

be paid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority af~refaid, That this Act, and 
every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, fha11 continue and be in force 
from the thirry-firft day of December in the prefent year until the thirty-firft 
day of December in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and 
feventeen. 

Paifed the Council, twentypthird November one thoufand eight hundred and 
fourteen. (Signed) R. Robertfon, Cl. Com . 

Paifed the Aifembly, fhis twenty-third day of Nqvember one thoufand eight 
hundred and fourteen. (Signed) James Lewis, Speaker. 

I confent, 
Manchejler . 

. Twenty-third November, one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen. 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER. 

No. 20. 

AN ACT to reftr~in Thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves; and 
t_? prevent the d1lhoneft Traffic carried on by fuch as deal with them. 
[4th May 1790.J 

· . WHEREAS it is become highly neceifary, in order to refirain the thefts com
mitted by negr? and other flaves, and to prevent the difhoneft traffick carried on by 

. fueh as_ deal with them, that the prefent laws lhould be put in force, and _further 
regulation~ adde_d- to them: We, Your Majeftfs mofi: dutiful and loyal fubjecl:s, the 
Gover~or m Chief of all Your Majefi:y's Leeward Charibbee Iflands in America and 
Council a~d Affemb~y of the faid Ifland of Saint Chriftopher, pray Your moft Ex-

. cellent. MaJ~fiy . that 1t may be enaaed; and it is hereby enacted . by the authority 
aforef~d, 1,hat 1f any n:gro or other flave !hall ~ave in his poffefiion, in any of the 
towns m this lfland, or many of the roads leadmg to the fame, any fugar, fyrup, 

cotton, 



cotton, molaifes, rum~ carie8; fprouts, pewter, brafs, copper, iron, oats; lumber of 
~AINT 

CHRISTOPHER. 

all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils; or any kind of merchandize, exceptJ uch -----
provifions as may have been given them for allowance, without a tick~t or paper from "· 
his ma{ler o~ mifl:refs, containing an account of the fame, in his .. poffeffion, or 
withou·t his mafier or mifl:refs being prefent, every fuch. negro or other flave fhall 
be apprehended and carried before fome juftice of the peace of the faid Ifland, who 
fhall by his warrant commit fuch negro ,or other flave to the public gaol or cages of 
the faid Ifland, there to remain until the faid jufl:ice or fome other fuall try the faid 
negro or other flave ; provided that fuch trial £hall be had within the f pace of forty• 
eight hours after commitment, otherwife the negro or other flave £hall be convicl;ed 
by fuch juftice of fuch poifeffio11 as aforefaid, then fuch negro or other flave iliail be _ 
publicly whipt at fuch time or times as the faid j,uftice {hall think proper; and every 
perfon apprehending and carrying before fuch jufiice any negro or other flave who 
fhall be convicted as aforefaid, £hall receive the fum of eight fhillings and three-
pence for his reward in fo doing, as a charge inddent to the faid conviB:ion, and 
to be paid by the owner or poffeffor of fuch flave fo convicted ; and that fuch fugar, 
f yrup, cotton, molaffes, rum, canes, f prouts, magofs, and oats, which fuch negro or 
other flave £hall have in his po!feffion, fl1all be forfeited to fuch informer, and all 
fuch other articles herein-before mentioned to be returned to the owner, he or they 
proving their property in fuch articles. · 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any white or free perfon 
or perfons {hall treat for, cheapen, or bargain, or purchafe, or caufe to be treated 
for, cheapened, or bargained for, or purchafed from any negro or other flave, any 
fugar, fyrup, cotton, molaffes-, rum) canes, fprouts~ magofs, pewter, brafs, copper, 
iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils, or any 'kind of 
merchandize, except fuch provifions as may have been given to them _for allowance 
whatfoever, without fuch ticket as aforefaid, fuch perfon or perfons !hall upon con
viction for the firft offence again fr this atl: be fubjec.1: to the penalty of ten pounds 
current' money! or if the goods fhall exceed ten pounds in value, then to pay double 
the value of fnch goods, and fuffer one month's imprifonment ; and in cafe of 
neglect or refufal to pay the penalty, be fubjeB: to a further imprifonment of two 
months ; and for the feconcl and every other fucceeding offence be fubjea to the 
penalty of twenty pounds, and three months imprifonment, or double the value of 
the goods, fhould the fame exceed the fum of twenty pounds, and fuffer the like 
imprifonment ; and in cafe of refufal or neglect to pay the faid penalty, be fubjecr 
to a further imprifonment of three montt1s ; the one-fourth part of fuch penalty 
to be paid to the perfon or perfons who 1hall difcover fuch offence, and the other 
three-fourths to be paid into the treafury of the faid Hland, for . the ufe of the 
public of the faid Hland ; _ and if any negro or other flave fhall be convicted before 
one or more jufiices of the peace of having purchafed from any other £lave any 
of the articles before mentioned, fuch negro or other flave fo convicted £hall be 
publicly whipped at the difcretion of fuch jufl:ice or jufiices, not exceeding fifty 
lafhes. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any white or 
free perfon fhall upon oath declare that he has caufe to fufpeB: and verily believes 
that any fugar, fyrup, cotton, molaffes, rum, canes, fprouts, magofs, pewter, brafs, 
copper, iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation 'articles or utenfils, or any 
kind of merchandife, except fuch provifions as may have been given to flaves for 
allowance, has been purchafed from any negw or other flave, and is concealed in 
any place or places whatfoever, it !hall and may b'e lawful for any jufl:ice,- on fuch 
oath as aforefaid, to iifue his warrant or warrants to fearch fuch place or places; 
and if any fugar, fyrup, cotton, molaffes, rum, canes, fprouts, magofs, · pewter, 
brafs, copper, iron, lead, oats, lumber of all kinds, plantation articles or utenfils, as 
may have been given, or any kind of merchandize, except fuch provifions as may 
have been given to for allowance, fhall be found in fuch place or 
places, and the perfon or perfons inhabiting therein, or having the command of the 
fame, £hall not be able to give a fatisfacrory account of the man_ner in which the 
faid fugar, f yrup, cotton, molaffes, · rum, canes, f prouts, magofs, pewter, brafs, 
copper, iron, lead, oats,. lumber of all kinds, plantation ,art.icles or utenfils, . or . other 

· merchandize, 



merchandize, exc0pt fm::h provifions as-may-have-been given to•flaves for aHowaru:e, 
came into fuch· p,face or places; t•mat t,hen the perfon· or perfons inhabiting or havin6 
fuch command as aforefaid, fhall be confidered as having purchafed fuch fugar, 
fyrup, c·otton, molaifes, rum, canes, fprouts, magofi,, pewter, brafs, copper, iron, 
lead, oats, lumber of aU kinds, plantatioll art·ides otr utenfils, or o~her merchandize., 
except fuch .provifions as may have been given to them for al1owance from fom.e 

' negro or other fla:ve, and be fubjecl: to the penalties impofed by this Act foT 
fo doing • . 

And be it enaae-a· f>y the authority aforefaid, That for the better execution of 
this Act, and all other Acl:s of a fimilar narure, there fhall be appointed by the 
governor o~ commander in chief for the time _being, at the recommendation of the 
council and affembly, two perforts as fuJ5erv1fors of the town of Baffeterre, one 
perfon for the town of Old Road, one perfon for the town of Sandy Point, and one 
petfon for ~he town of Deep Bay, ea:ch of w~ich fopervifors £hall receive from the 
public treafory of the faid Hland the annual fuin of fifty pounds, by even quarterly 
payments, as long as they fhall continue in the faid and fuch fupervifors 
{hall from time to time be removable, and others be appointed in their fiead, by the 
governor or commander in chief aforefaid, on the recommendation aforefaid, and 

. not otherwife ; and the faid fopervifors and every of them are hereby required 
and commanded to be watchful and diligent in endeavouring to dt::teB: and appre
hend and bring to jufl:ice all .offenders againft this Acl: and all other Ac.1:s of a 
fimilar nature, and they are required and commanded, at any meetjng of the council 
and affembly, when fummoned or required by any member of the council and 
affembly, to appear and anfwer all fuch queftions upon oath as fuall be put to 
them or any of them~ either in the council or a!fembly, refpeai~g their conducl: in 
their faid offices ; and fuch of the faid fupervifors as {hall neglea to appear as afore• 
faid, or fhall be declared by any refolution of the council and affembly not to have 
been watchful and diligent in the execution of their offices, fha1l forfeit for every 
fuch offence the fum of fifty pounds, to be paid into the treafury of the faid Hland 
for the ufe of the public of the fame ; and in cafe of refufal or neglecc to pay the 
fame, fuch fupervifor fo negleaing or refufing fhall fuffer three months imprifon
ment; and fuch fupervifor offending as aforefaid fhall forfeit his office, and be· 
rendered incapable of holding the fame at any time thereafter, and the faid fupervifor 
fualJ alfo forfeit all fuch fum or fums of mornsy as <hall be due to him for fuch 
falary at the time of being conviB:ed, irl manner as herein-before dire8:ed, for having 

_ offended contrary to the direfl:ions of this AB: ; and from and immediately after 
foch forfeiture of office aforefaid, the governor or commander in chief for the time 
being, at the recommendation of the council and affembly of this Hland, /hall 
app·oint fame perfo1'1 to aa as fupervifor in the fl:ead of fuch perfon fo removed as 
aforef aid. , 

And be it ehatt:ed by the authority aforefaid, That no negto or other flave 
belonging to this Ifland fhall be permitted to be in an1 of the fireets or 
alleys of the towns thereof b@tween the hours of ten o'clock and five in the niom
ing, without a ticket or note, or a lighted candle in a lantern, from his or her 
mafter ·or miftrefs ; and the f upervifors hereiri~before appointed are diretled to ufe 
due dilige~c~ in apprehending fuch negro or other flaves offending as aforefaid~ 
and comnnttmg him, her, or them to any cage that lhall be eretl:ed for the purpofe 
of confining negroes, for which the faid fupervifor iliall have "md receive nine-pence 
per d~y for providing each negro with provifions ; or to the common gaol of this 
lfiand,_to be examined and punifhed in. ¥~eh m~nner _as any two jufl:ic-es of the peac.e 
1hall · direct for that ,purpofe-, not exceedmg th1rty--1iune lafhes ; and the owner or 
owners of fuch negro o-r other flave are hereby directed to pay the expenf es attend
ing the apprehendilflg, commitment, and convi&ion of fuch flave or flaves. 

And be it fort.her enaB:ed by the authority aforefaia, That in cafe any white or 
free perfo~ _fh~ll b~~t or ill treat or take a~ay from -~ny negro ~r other flave, by 
force, or Wlth,out his or her .confent, any article or articles for which fuch negro or 
other flave _ fhall produce a ticket, or fhall beat or ill treat or take away from f uch 
ne&ro or oth~r fla:ve, by fo.rce, without his or her confent, any articles whatfoever 
which the fa1d negro or other ·fiave is authb'rized to fell and difpoft; of, that then 

and 
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and in fuch cafe, upoa complaint made to. any jufl:ice of the peace in this Iffand· of CHR~#~~H~R. 
the fame, by the mafier or mifbefs of fuch negro or other flave, fuch jufiice. lliaH ...,..__ __ . ___ ·· ...,,......_ 
and is ·hereby directed to .order f uch perfo:a or perfons before him, and any . other 
juftice of the peace, in order to examine into fuch complaint; ana "in cafe fuch 
j ufrices lhall think it neceifary, they fhall examine fuch perfon or perfons upon oath 
with ref pea to the faid complaint, who £hall then be compelled to anfwer upon oath 
fuch queftions as the juftices may .P,Ut; and if he or .fhe do not make it appear to 
the fatisfaB:ion of fuch jufiices that he or jhe did not beat or ill-treat, or take m.vay. 
by force, or without the confent of fuch n~gro or other flave, any of the articles for 
which he or fue are charged in fuch complaint, he or ihe refufing £hall be fined at 
the difcretion of the faid jttfiices any fum not exceeding te-n pounds, current money, ~ 
for each offence, to be ,rfcovered by warrant under the hands and feals of the [aid 
juflices of the peace, direB:0d to any conftable of this Ifland, commanding him t'o 
levy on the goods and chattels of fuch offender or offenders fuflicient to pay fuoh 
fine, with all cofis and cqarges attending the fame ; and for want of fuch goods and 
chattels to commit fuch offender or offenders to the common ga_ol of this Ifland for 
a~y time not exceeding thirty days. And in cafe any pei:fon fuall refofo to attend 
fuch juftice or juftices of the peace when thereunto required, to anfwer any corn• 
plaint made againft him or her in manner as above dire~ed, fuch perfon fhall 
forfeit the fum of fifty pounds current money, to be levied and recovered in 1 ike 
mann<H as is direB:ed in the cafe of beating, ill-treating, or taking away any of the 
articles from any negro or other flave, in 11:anner as herein-before is direcledJ and for 
want of fufficient goods and chattels to pay foch fine, the perfon fo offending as 
aforefaid {hall be committed to the. common gaol of this Hland for the fpace of_ 
three months. · 

And be it further enatl:ed _by the authority aforefaid, That every white 0r. fre~ 
perfon who ihall be found felling by retail fugar, fyrup, rum or molaifes, £hall be-: 
obliged, as often as required by any two jufiices of the peace, to produce a cettifi• 
cate under the hand-writing and with the fignature of the perfon or per.tons from . 
whom they purchafed the fame, and upon refufal thereof they fuall be ·confidered, 
as having purchafed the fame of negroes without licenfe or ticket, againft t.he regu .. . 
lations of this AB:, and fuffer the fines and penalti€s as is hereby directed. 

And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid, That all fines an~ penal ies 
laid and impofed by this Act, and not herein-before particularly applied, fhall ~e : 
paid into the hands of the public tteafut'er of this Hland, to be applied _ in fuch 
manner as the firft perfon in command in this Ifland, by atid with · the advice arid 
confent of the couhcil and aifembly, !hall direct and ar,poihf. 

And it is hereby further ena8.ed by the authority af9refaid, That in cafe any 
atl:ion, fuit, or profecution {hall be commenced or carried on againft any juftice .or. 
juftices, fupervifor or fup~rvifors, o: o~her _perfon or perfons, for any matter or 
thing done under or by vntue of this Atl:, 1t fhall and may be latvful for every . 
fuch juftice or juftices, fupervifor or fupervifors, dr other perfon or perfons, de
fendant or defendants in fuch a8:ion, fuit, or profeution, to plead the genera~ iff ue, 
and give the f pedal matter in evidence; and in cafe any plaintiff or plaintiffs, _pro .. 
fecutor or profetutors, in fuch action; fuit, or profection againft any fuc~ jufiice or . 
jufrices, fupervifot or fupervifors, or other perfon or i::erfons as aforefaid, be non"' 
fuited, or that judgment fuall go againfr fuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, profecutor or 
profecutors , by default, difcontinuahce upon verdia or demurrer, that then fach 
·plaintiff or plaintiffs, profecutor or profecutors,_ fhall pay to fuch defen9ant ot de .. 
fertdants treble cofis and damages fuftained by fuch action, Cuit, or profecuti\m as 
aforefaid. 

Dated in Antigua the fourth day of May in the thirtieth year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland., _ Ki!}g, Defender of the Faith, and in the year of our 
Lord ~ne thoufand feven hundred and ninety. 

Read, and_1 paifed the Affembly, the 15th day of April 1790. 
John Garnett, Speaker. 

· James Ward, · Clerk of the Affembly. 

(18.) T Rea~, 
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Read, and paffed the Council, this 27th day of April 1790. 
E. Moore,. Clerk of CounciL 

Paired by the Governor in Chief the 4th day of May 1790, and in the thirtieth 
year of His Majefty's reign, · 

Thomas 0 Shirley. 

S A IN T C H R I S T O P H E R. 
PublHhed in the town of Baifeterre on Thurfday the 6th, and in· the towns -0f 

Old Road and Sandy Point on Friday the 7th day Qf May, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety. 

Geo. Berkeley, Deputy P. Marlhat 

No. 21. 
AN ACT t~ explain c!nd render more effectual an Atl, intitl}led, ·" An Act 

to reftrain thefts committed by Negro and other Slaves, and to prevent the 
difhoneft traffick carried on by fuch as deal with them." [10th June 1808. J. 

WHERE AS it will greatly increafe the advantages derived to this colony by 
the appointment of fupervifors, if fuch officers were rewarded with things and 
articles which they deteB: in the poffeffion of negroes ; now therefo(e, We, Your 
Majefty's mofi: dutiful and loyal fubjec\:s, the Commander in Chief of all Your 
Majefiy's Leeward Charribbee Hlands in America, and the Council and Affembly 
of Your Majefty's Hland of Saint Chriftopher, pray it may be ~nacl:ed ; and it is 
hereby enacl:ed, by and with the advice and confent of the faid Commander · in 
·chief, and the Council and Affembly of this Ifland, and by the Authority of the 
fame, That from the publication of this Aa every fupervifor who !hall detect and 
take from any negro or other flave any article which has been fiolen, and fhall 
apprehend and deliver up to jufiice fuch negro or other flave, fuall retain fuch 
article for his own ufe and as his own pfoperty, unlefs the value of the faid 
articles fhall exceed the fum of five pounds current money, or fuch article fhall 
have been 1lolen from a flave. 

That every fupervifor who fhall take up and apprehend any flave who has been 
guilty of any robbery, burglary, theft or other crime. or offence whatever, fhall 
carry fuch criminal or offender to the common cage, and as foon as convenient 

~ carry him before a magifirate, to be dif pofed of according. to iff ue. 

That every fupervifor lhall and is hereqy commanded to be particularly vigilant 
. in the apprehenfion of all negroes and other fl~ves who he fhall detect with any 

articles that have been fi:olen, or who have in their poffeffion any article that is 
prohibited to be fo!d without a ticket, and alfo all runaways and deferters from 
the fervice of their mallers, and all negroes who are drunk, or who have rum in 
their poff effion ; and for the apprehenfion of every fuch o:ffonder the fuperior 
!hall -receive . the fum of one dollar ; and in cafe of his omitting to perform his 
duty in any fuch refpecl:, fhall forfeit the fum of ten pounds current money. · 

Dated in Saint Chrifi:opher, the fixteenth day of June, in the forty-eighth yea-r 
of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of 
God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, De
fender of the Faith ; and iri the . year of our Lord one thoufand eight 
hundred and eight. 

Read, and paifed the Affembly, this third day of May 1808. 
Jas. Ward, Clerk of Affembly .. 
John Garnett, Speaker. 

Read, and paffed th~ Council, this firfl day of June 18080 
W. J. Woodcock, Clerk of Council." 
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SAINT VINCENT. 

No.22. 
AN ACT to . appoint Commiffioners for the purpofe of obtaining an exact 

account of the Humber of the Coloured Free People, and num~er of Ne
groes within this Government and its Dependencies. [9th January 
1805.] 

S-r. VINCENT. 

WHEREAS Lord Camden, one of His Majefry's principal Secretaries of State, Preamble, 
bath, by command of His Majefi:y, tranfmitted a letter to his Excellency Henry 
William Bentinck, Efquire, Governor and Commander in Chief in and over this 
Ifland and its dependencies, requiring '' the exacl: number of negroes imported 
into and exported from this· Hland fince one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-
eight; and alfo the number of negroes now in the government, dividing them 
into cla[es of male and female, children from one to twelve, youths from twelve . 
to twenty,. full grown men and women from twenty to fixty, and the aged; alfo 
an account of the total number of coloured free people." In order therefore to 
comply as effeB:ually and correB:ly as poffible with the above requeft, and that 
henceforth the fame account may be taken annuaUy in the fir/l month of every 
year, We, Your Majefiy's moft dutiful and loyal fubjects, Henry \:Villiam Ben .. 
tinck, Efquire, Captain-general and Governor in Chief in and over the Ifla~ds of 
Saint Vincent, Bequia, and fuch other the Hlands, commonly called The Gre-
nadines, as lie to the northwara of Carriacou in America, and the Council and 
Affembly of the fame, have enacl:ed; and be it and it is hereby enacl:ed by the 
authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners hereinafter named for the purpofe of Claufe 1_. 
carrying the intention of this AB: into effecl:, £hall, within fifteen days after the Clnftru~ffi10ns to~ 

bl . · f h. An ·tr. h' f h fi I .c h omm1 onersrnr pu jcat1on o t 1s Ll, 1uue t 1s warrant to one or more o t e con ab es 1or t e taking account ~f 
ifland,. parilh, or town which fuch commiffioners reprefent in the houfe of affembly, negroes. · 

requiring all owners, renters, orpoffefforsof flaveswithin fuch ifland, parifh, or town, 
to appear before them afa certain time and place within the ifland, or town or parilh 
therein to be fpecified, fuch time not to exceed ten days from the date of fuch 
warrant, and to be ferved at leaH: five days before the time when fuch appearance 
lhall be required, then and there to make a return in writing upon oath of the 
number of negtoes belonging to or in the poifeffion of fuch owners, ·renters, 
or poffeffors, difiinguifhing in fuch re tum the number of males and females f e,. · 
parately, from one year old to twelve years old; males and females feparately, 
from twelve years old to twenty years old; males and females feparately, from 
twenty years old to fixty years old ; and males and females feparately, from fixty 
years old and upwards ; and any perfon refufing or negleB:ing to comply with 
the warrant, fuall upon the oath of any one commi(Iioner, before any one of 
His Majefl:y's jufiices of the peace, forfeit the fum of twenty pounds current 
money for every five days he {hall refufe or negleB: to make his returns, to be 
recovered by warrant under the hand and feal of fuch jufl:ice, directed to any 
confiable of the faid parifh. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid1 That the commiffioners Clauie 2. 

herein-after named 1hall, within fifteen days after the publication of this AB:, iff ue. Inftru.B:ions to 
their warrant to one or more confl:able or confrables within the pari!h, town or co;miffioners fof 
iflan<l which they reprefent in the houfe of aifembly, requiring all free black }:e:;bl:~~t~~t 0 

and coloured people to appear before them at a certain time and place within the coloured people~ 

pari!h, town, or ifland therein to be fpecified, fuch time not to exceed ten days from 
the date of the faid warrant, and to b~ ferv.ed five days before the time fuch 
appearance fl1all be required, thep. and there to anf wer upon oath fuch quefrions 
as ~hall be tendered to them ref pecl:ing their ages, occtlpation, and m~ans of Jiving, 
and . of their families, their and each of their ages and fexes refpeetively, that 
their number may be ' fully afcertained ; and all free black and coloured people, 
being duly fummoned, who fhall refufe or neglect to appear before the faid com-
miffioners, and give in their names, and anf wer all fuch queftion.s as {hall be ten-
dered them as· aforefaid, £hall be-liable and 'f ubject to be apprehended by warrant 

· from 



St. VINCENT. from any magifirate, direB:ed to any con~able, and t~ be_ by fuch magifirate, upon 
complaint of any one of the faid comm1ffioners, committed to the common gaol 
for any time not exceeding fifteen days, and fhall alfo be fubjecl: to a fine of five 
pounds current money, to be levied by warrant under the hand and feal of any 
magifirate, direB:ed to any confi:able, upon the goods and chattels of fuch free 
black or coloured perfon fo refufing or negleB:ing as aforefaid. 

Claufe 3d. 
Refpetl:ing perfons 
on whom warrant 
to appear may not 
hate been ferved. 

And whereas it may happen that free black ot coloured perfons may conceal 
themfelves, or may not be found by a conftable to ferve a warrant, and their place 
of refidence may be unknown ; be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, 
That all free black or coloured perfons, not ferved with a warrant as aforefaid, 
lhall within fifteen days after the pu6Iication of this Act give in their, hi$~ or her 
name to the commiffioners of the parifh, town, or ifland in which fuch free black 
or coloured petfon or perfons reticle, and iliaH then and there, or at any other 
time fpecified and dir€cted by fu~h commiffioners, anf wer upon oath all fuch 
E}Uefi:ions as aforefaid, under the like penalties in cafe of refufal or neglect. 

And whereas by an Act, commonly called The Alien Act, no free black Claufe 4th. • 
Security for good or colomed perfon can refort to or refide in this government, without entering 
behaviour to be into certain fecurities therein fpecified, within ten days after granting faid perrnif, 
given. fion ; be it further. enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all perfons whatfo .. 

ever renting lands, meif uages, or tenements to free black or coloured people, 
fhall within fifteen days after the publication of rhis Act, give in the names, ages, 
and fexes of their refpeB:ive tenants, and the number of the families of foch their 
tenants, to the commiffioners of the pari{h, town, or ifland in which fuch lands

9 
tenements, or meff uages .lie, and fhall enter into fecurity for their good and orderly 
behaviout ; and !hall alfo give notice to any one of the commiflioners of the re
moval of any of the before-mentioned tenants, under the penalty of twenty 
pounds, to be levied as herein-before directed ; and every tnagifi:rate granting 
permiffion of refidence upon fecuriry given, according to the above-mentioned Act, 
1hall give unto the commiffioners, or any one of them, of the parifh, town, or 
ifland, a copy G>f the permiffion granted. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the reprefenta
Claufe Sth, tives in the h'Oufe of affembly for the different parilhes in this Ifland, or any two 
Commiffioners ap- of them, and the reprefentatives and town-wardens for the town of Kingfi:own, pointed. 

and the reprefentatives for the Grenadines, fhall be commiffioners for carrying 
this AB: into effect:; and the faid commiffioners are hereby required, within feven 
days after taking the returns, to deliver the fame to the clerk of the houfo , of 
affembly, who fhall make one general return of the fame, to be by him laid before 
the faid houfe at their firfl: meeting, after one copy thereof !hall · be delivered to 

In ftructio n s to 
them. 

his excellency the governor, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to His Majeily's 
principal fecretary of ftate for this department, and another to be lodged in the 
fecretary's office of this Ifland. 

And be it further enatl:ed- by the authority aforefaid, That the i:eturns herein 
Clau~~ 6th. . dire~ed to be taken and made fhall in like manner and form ( and the fame pro-
Prov,aes f~r like ceedmgs be had), under the fame penalties and forfeitures to all intents and pur-
;:~":;";e~;:ng made pofes, be taken and made in the firfl: month of each and every fucceeding year; 

and that all free black or coloured perfons coming within the meaning and difpo
fition of the third claufe of this AB:, iliall be and appear before the comm iffioners 
of the town or parifh or ifland in which they refide, on fome day between the 
fifth and tenth days of January in every year, and the commiffioners ihall have the 
fame powers as are vefi:ed in them by the faid third daufe or any other claufe of the 
faid AB:. 

Claufe 7th. 
Difpofing of fines. 

· And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all fines and for
feitures incurred by virtue of this Act: fhall be to His Majefty, his heirs and 
fucceffors, and iliall be paid into the treafury of this Ifland, for the public ufes of 
the government thereof. - . . 

Dated in Kingftown, the ninth day of January, in the forty-fifth year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace ot God, of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and lrelall4, Kitig, Defender of the Faith, 

. and fo forth ; and in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and 
five. William John Struth, Speaker. 
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Paffed the Affembly the ninth day of January one thouf and eight hundred and ~h. VINCENT. 
five. Herbert P. Cox, Clerk of the Affembly. 

Paffed the Council this ninth day of January one thoufand eight hundred and 
five. . Michael Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council. 

Affented to by His Excellency the Governor in Chief this tenth day of 
January one thoufand eight hundred and five. 

Michael Reilly, Dep. Clerk of the Council. 
Henry Wi/fiam Bentick. 

Duly publHhed in Kingftown, the eleventh day of January one thoufand eight 
hundred and five, and in the _forty-fifth year of His Majefl:y's reign. 

,. Wm. Alexander, Provo ft M arfh.al. 

No.23. 

AN ACT to revive an Aa, intituleJ " An -Aa: to appoint Commiffioners 
for the purpofe of obtaining an exact Acc0unt of the numbers of Negroes 
in this Government and its Dependencies." [4th September 1811.J 

WHEREAS an Alt, intituled " An Atl: for appointing Commiffioners to Claufe :dl:. 
obtain an exaa account of the number of Coloured free People, &c." has been 
dormant, and become in fome meafure obfolete ; We, Your Majefty's moll: 
dutifµl and loyal fubjecl:s, Robert Paul, Efquire, Commander in Chief in arid over 
the Ifland of Saint Vincent, Bequia, and fuch of the Grenadines as lie to the 
northward of Carriacou in America, and the Council and Aifembly of the fame, 
have enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the a:uthority aforefaid, That the 
above-mentioned Act fhall be revived, and it is hereby revived accordingly. 

And -be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners Claut"e 2do 
therein named and appointed fhall iff ue their warrants as therein direcl:ed, within 
the f pace of one month from the date hereof, and £hall take a return of the numbers 
of the population ; which return fhaU be tranfmitted to the clerk of affembly within 
ten days after taking it, and be by him laid before the legiflature at t~eir next . 
fucceeding µieeting. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the commiffioners £hall iff ue Claufe 3d. 
their warrants in like manner in their ref peaive parifhes, to fummon the white . · 
inhabitants to appear on a certain day, and give in on oath a return of the names 
and fex of all and every white perfon, of his, her, or their family or families, at 
that time refident within this government and its dependencies; and all and every 
negleB:, refufal, or default £hall be liable to and punilhed by the like pains and 
penalties as diretl:ed by the fecond claufe of the afore-mentioned Acl:. 

Dated in Kingfl:own, the fourth day of September, in the fifty-firft year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain, King, Defender of the Faith; and 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and eleven. 

Edward Sharpe, Speaker. 

Paffed the Affembly this 4th day of September one thoµfand eight hundred 
and eleven. · 

Herbert P. Cox, perk of the Affembly. 

Paffed the Council, the 17th day of October one thoufand eight hundred and 
eleven. - Daniel P. Barnard, Deputy Clerk- of Council. 

Affented to by his Honour the Prefident, commanding in• chief, the twenty-
fecond day of October one thoufand eight hundred and eleven. : 

Daniel P. Barnard, Dept;tty Ptlb. ·secretary. · 
Robert Paul. 

Duly publilhed in Kingfi:own t~is twenty-fecond day of qaob~r, in -the year 
of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and eleven, :and m the fifty-firft . 
year of His Majefty's reign. 

, ff'illiam A lcxander, Provo ft Marfhal General. 
(, 8.) U 



·ST, VINCENT. 

Preamble. 

·No. 24. 

An ACT to ·explain and amend an Aa, intituled '' An Acl for making 
'' Slaves Real Eftate, and the better government of Slaves and · free 
" Negroes-.'' [ 19th June 18 13. J 

\VHEREAS by an Act, intituled, " . An Att for making Slaves Real Efiate, 
-and the better government of Slaves and free Negroes," it is enacted, That if 
any flave - -{hall fteal goods or chattels to the value of fix pounds current money, 
he fhall be guilty ·of felony, but does not add, without the benefit of clergy : 
And whereas it is expedient and proper that tpe law upon lhis fubjea lhould be 
dearly defined., and that other regulations lhould be made concerning flaves than 
are contained in the faid recited Act ; ¥! e; therefore, Your ~ Majefi:y's dutiful, 
loyal, and obedient fervants, Charles Brifbane, Knight1 Captain-general and 
Governor in Chief in and over Your Majefi:y's Iflands of Saint Vincent, Bequia, 
and fuch other the Iflands commonly called The Grenadines, as lie to the north
ward of Carriacou in America, and the Council ahd Affembly of _the fame, have 

'Claue ift. enacted and ordained ; and be it and it is hereby enaB:ed and ordained by the 
;1":I£1~a;:~e~;- authority aforefaid, That if any flave !hall felonioufly and .forcibly take from the 
goods or money to perfon of another, whether flave or free, goods or money to the value of twenty 
the value of twenty fhillings current money, by violence, or putting him or her in fear, he or fhe 
1hillings from any £hall be guilty of felony without the benefit of clergy. 
other perfon. 
Claufe 2d. And be h further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave ihall by 
0 1• ftealing in. a night break and enter into any manfion-houf e, fhop, ft ore, works, negro-houfe, 
houfe to the 1 h f d amount of 61. guilty or other out-houfe, and tat€· and carry t ere rom goo s or money to the value of 
offelony with0 ut fix pounds current money, he or fhe fhall be guilty of felony without the benefit 
benefit of clergy. of clergy. 

Claufe 3d.. And be it further enacl:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any fiave fuall 
Slave..]s feltl~mg fir~ltto wantonly or malicioufly fet fire, or caufe or procure any other flave to fet fire to 
any uwe, mg gm y • 11. f: h r h r 
of felony. an.r ~ane-p1ece, dwe mg-houfe, work~, mago s- ou1e? out- ome, or any other 

bmldmg whatever, he or ilie £hall" be gmlty of felony without the bendit of clergy. 

~~~~f~i!~hf or the Arid be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave-or flaves, 
trial of all Oaves charged with any or either of the faid offences, or any other offence whatever which 
guilty of crimes may render him or her liable to the punilhment of death, fhall be tried in all re-
which affea: their f peas in the fame manner as free perfons at the court of feffions; and upon fuch 
lives, in the court l h b • • • f1. 
of feffion. tria the court are ere y required to appomt a barnuer to aa as counfel for the 
Court to appoint prifoner; and the jury !hall, if they find the prifoner guilty, afcertain the value-of 
counfel; and in him or her, and the owner of fuch flave fhall be paid the fame, as heretofore pro-
cafes of conviclion, vided by the above-recited Act. . 
owner to be paid the 
value of fuch Oave. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the fees upon fuch 
Claufe 5th. profecution £hall be the fame as are payable on the profecution of free perfons, and !::\?aa:~sr~~e~~; that the court may order th~ fame to be paid by the profecutor, if the profecution 
court of feflions, be frivolous or vexatious ; or by the owner or owners of the fiave, if he, fhe, or they 
how paid. fhall have endeavoured to obftrucl: or prevent the courfe of juftice againft fuch flave • 

or if no fuch caufe or- caufes exifi, the court may order the fame to be paid by th; 
public treafurer. 

Claufe 6th. 
Larcenous thefts, 
and other offences 
not affecting the 
life of a Oave, to 
be tried and pu
nilhed accordingly 
by two jutlices. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That for all o~ any larcenous 
thefts or robberies, not herein-before mentioned, committed by any flave, he or the 
fhall be tried before any two of His Majefiy' s juftices, and upon convict~on iliall fuffer 
fuch punifhment as they deem proper, by whipping, imprifonment, or pillory ; pro
vided fuch whipping fhall not exceed one hmidred lafues, not more than fifty whereof 
to_ be infiiB:ed at one time ; fuch. imprifonment not to exceed the term of one year 
and fuch fiancling in the pillar~ not to exceed twice for the fame offence, or fo; 
the fpace of two hours at each ume. 

I -

Whereas 



( 19 ) 

Whereas doubts have arifen wheth.er, as the law now ftands, ma1;mmiffions ST. :V!NCENT. 
executed in this lfland, where both parties refide, and t4e fame have be,€n, rec?rded · · 
in Tobago, Mevis, Antigua.; and other Hlands,, are valid and effecl:ual; and as many Claufe_ 7_· 
perfons are now reputed free by virtue of fuch manumiffions, it is reafonable that Efxpl~~mg doubt · 

h 1 . h d d ft d b . . h .c J:. h 9- d re Del"-1.mg manu-
t e aw refpeB:_mg t em be eclared an under oo ; e 1t t ere1ore 1urt . er ena~_ .. e . million regiitered 
by the authority aforefaid, That all manumiffions executed in this Govemrhent in other colonie~. 
before the operation of this Alt, and recorded !n a:ny of the faid Hlands, although 
both parties refide within this government, fuall be valid to every intent and pur-
pofe whatever . 

And be it further enacl:ed by the authotity aforefaid, That in order to remove Claufe 8. 
any doubt which may arife as to the legality or propriety of punilhing the owner Pro~iding for t he 
or director of any flave for any cruel conduct: towards fuch flave it is hereby pu_oifhment of P1

:
0 "' 

• {h ' . pnetors maltreatmt:r 
exprefsly declared and enaaed, That 1f any perfon all cruelly or wantonly whip, their flaves. L--r 

maltreat, beait, or imprifon or keep in confinement with9ut fuflicienr. ;fupport, any 
flave under his or her direcrion or care, fuch perfon £hall be indicted for th~ fame 
at the cour t of feffions, and upon being legally convicted thereof fhall fuffe.r fuch 
punifhment by fine or irnprifonment, or both, as the judges or juftices of the faid 
c~rnrt ~all think proper to. inflict; and the faid judges or jufii_ces are hereby autho- .Authorizing the 
n zed, 1f they !hall deem lt neceffary for the further protecbon of the fa1d flave, court to difpofe ot 
to order the marlhal or his deputy to fell and dif pofe of fuch flave to arty perfon, fuch flaves,_ if they 

except the owner, at public outcry, and at the beft price that can be produced for ~e~~t; d th 

fuch flave ; and the monies arifing from fuch fale, after payment of the fees, fl1all p~·oce~J: t:rbe ;aid 
be · paid to the perfon having the firft lien thereon; and in cafe of no fuch prior to the ?wner, or 
lien, then to the owners of the faid flave; and that fuch flave fhall not direB:ly or 0therwife. 

indirecl:ly become the property of the former owner. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon fhall beat Ciaufe 9• 

or maltreat any flave not belonging to herfelf or himfelf, fuch offender lhall not only rerfons maltreat~ 
be indicted and punifhed for the fame in like manner as mentioned in the preceding mg flaves not_ tneir 

claufe, but any punilhment inflicted by the court of follions for fuch offence fhall pbroptle:tYA~mfhedd 
fi d d b n · f · I h • h y ns t:;t, an , not be con 1 ere as a ar to any au10n or mt at aw w 1c may be ,commenced liable moreover to 

by the owner of fuch flave, or be confidered in mitigation of any damages which profecu'tion at civil 
may otherwife be given or recovered for fuch trefpafs or injury. law. 

And be it further enaB:ed by the auth0rity aforefaid, That in cafe any jufl:ice of Claufe 10• 

the peace £hall receive any complaint or intelligence which he in ~is own difcretion R.equiring juilices 
fhall think probable, that any flave hath been mutilated, cruelly punifhed, o~ to take co~nizance 

otherwife maltreated or confined without fufficient fupport, it fhall be lawful for 0
fpfe~

0

1
.mplamtsltre• 

h . /1.' f h l 1 · ffifl: [' h . a· Cl ng crue .y fuc .1u1uce o t e peace to ea I to 11s a 1 ance 1ome ot er JU ice, and then fuch exercifed upon an y 

two jufiices lball be and are hereby authorized to order any conftable to bring flaves, 

fu ch flave before them; or if the cafe fhall require it they are hereby authori?ed 
to go to fuch place where fuch flave fhall be, and direct fuch flave to b~, pro-
duced and lhown to them, that fuch enquiry and other proceedings may be made . 
and had as fha.ll be neceffary for the further prof ecution of the offence ; and and to provide a 

that if fuch ju_ftices fuall think it" proper or neceffary ~ they fhall ' be ~nd they are place of fecurity 
hereby authorized to fend fuch flave to fome pu bhc place of fecunty, or to the for ~hem when m 

·f "d d · h Ifl d b h ,_ d d · d d fi particular cafes cage, 1 any prov1 e m t e an , to e t ere 1'.lept an etame , an upported th fh 11 th· k. 
at the exl?ence of the owmn: and direaor off uch' flave, until further enq~irx, !hall ne~!ffa~; ~;ov;1ed 
be made mto the falt:accordmg to law ; provided further, that all and every claufe, th~t every th11~g in 

matter, and thing herein contained be and are hereby fuff)ended until His Ma1·,Gfty's tdhisfiAfta co~tarned 

1 1 i. b k o r recet ve th~ 
roya P ea ure e nown. , . . . , approbation of His 

, · Majefty. 
Dated at Kingftown this nineteenth day of January; and in the fifty-third year 

of the reign of our Sovereign iord George the Third, by the grace of , God 
of the Unit~d Kingdom of Great Britair1; a11d Ireland, l(ing; Def,ender of 
the Faith, and fo forth ; and in the ,year of our Lord God orie thou(arid eight 
hundred. and thirteen. · 

Edward Sharpe, Speaker. 

Faffed 



ST. VINCENT. 

Claufe 1. 

Clanfe ~-

( So ) 

Paifed the A1femb1y the nineteenth day of January one thoufand eight hundred 
and thirteen. 

Herbert P. Cox, Clerk ·of the Affembly. · · 

Faffed the Council the tenth day of February one thoufand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

Daniel P. Bernard, Dep. Clerk of the Council • 

. Aifented to by his Excellency the Governor in 'Council this third day of February 
one thoufand ,eJght hundred and fourteen. . . 

Daniel P. Bernard, Public Secretary. 
Charles Brijbane. 

Duly publilhed --in K.ingfl:own this fourth day of Febniary in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen, and in the fifty-fourth year of His 
Majefly's reign. · 

J. G. Nanton, AB:ing Provo'il Marfhal General. 

No.---25. --
J 

AN ACT to repeal the fourth Cl~l!f~ of ~n Acr, intituled " An Aa to explain 
and amend an Ac.1:, intitule'd ~ An Acl: .for making Slaves Real Eftate, and 
.the better government of Slaves and free Negroes," and to amend and 

- re-enact the fame. [20th March J 8J5.] 

WHEREAS _ the fourth claufe of the A6:, intituled ''f An Act to explain and 
amend an Act, intituled ' An Aa for making Slaves Real Eftate, and the better 
gqv~rnment of Slaves and free Negroes," is imperfect as to the evidence to be given 
by . any flave or flaves on oath ; for remedy whereof, we, Your Majefi:y' s moft 
-dutiful and loyal fubjecl:s, Sir Charles Brifbane Knig'ht, Commander of the moft 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Captain-general and Governor in Chief in and over 
the Ifland of St. Vincent and its dependencies, and the Council and AifembJy of the 
fame, have enacted ; and be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
That the faid fourth claufe be and it is hereby repealed ; and inftead thereof, be it 
,enacted, That as any flave or flaves charged with any of the offences named or 
mentioned in the before-recited Act, or any other offence whatever which may 
render him or her liable to the punilhment of death, fhall be tried in all ref pecl:s 
in: the fame manner as free perfons at the court of feffions ( fave and except that 
.the evidence of any flave or flaves on oath fnall in Juch cafe be taken for and 
againfl: flaves, but in no other cafe whatever be. admifiible); and upon fuch trial 
the court are hereby required to appoint a barrifter to aa as counfel for the pri
foner; and the jury, if they find the prifoner guilty, afcertain the value of him 
or hef, and the owner of fuch flave !hall be paid the fame as heretofore provided 
by the above-recited Act. - _ 

And be it further enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That if any flave or flaves 
{Qall be convicl:ed of perjury, he, lhe, or they fuall be liable ~o fuff er any or all 
the punilhment inflic\:ed on free perfons in fuch cafes. . 

Dated in Kingfion the twenty-fifth day of March, in the fifty-fifth year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord George, by the grace of God, ~f the United 

' Kingdom _of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith; and 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and fifteen . 

.Ale#ander Cruikjhank, Speaker. 

Paffed 
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P~ffed the A[embly this twentieth day of Marchll 

Hubert P. Cox, Clerk of the Affembly. 

Patfed the Council this twentieth day of March one thoufand eight hundred and 
fifteen. - · 

Andrew Rofe, Clerk of the Council. 

A~ented to by His Excellency the Gove.rnor i~ Chief this twenty-third day -0f 
March one thoufand eight hundred and fifteeno . 

Andrew Rofa, Public Secretary. 

Charles Great 
Seal. 

Brijbane. 

Duly publifhed in Kingfion this twenty-fifth day of March one thoufand eight 
hundred and fifteen. J. r. Nanton, Provoft Marfhal General., 

St. Vincent, 22d April 1815. 
A true Copy. 

Andrew Refe, Secretary and Regifier .. 

TOBAGO ISLAND·. 

No, 26. 
AN ACT to prevent more effecl:ually Slaves abfenting themfelves from the fervice 

of their Mafters,, Owners, or Renters. [6th November 1807.J 

WH~REAS it has of ~ate been the pra6:ice of the negroes upon fome efiates · 
in this Hlan~ to abfent themfelves in gangs from the fervice of their mafiers, 
owners, or renters, to the evil example of others and the terror and danger of the 
inhabitants of this Ifland ; be it therefore enacted by His Majefty's mofl: dutiful 
and loyal fubjecl:s, the Captain-general and Governor in Chief of His Maje.fl:y's 
Ifland of Tobago, and the Council and General Affembly of the fame; and it is 
hereby enacl:ed by the authority of the fame, That from and after the publication 

ST.VINCENT. 

of t~is Ac\: if any flave or flaves fhall abfent themfelves with.out tickets, or run ~ 
away in any number or gang amounting to two or more, from any plantation to 
which fuch flaves belong, or if not belonging to a plantation £hall abfent them-
felves without tickets, or run away from their mafl:ers, owners, or renters, in gangs 
amounting to two or more, for any fpace of time whatever, one or more of the 
faid flaves, fuch as fhall appear to be ringleaders and the greateft offenders, fhall 
fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment ·as the perfons appointed to try flaves und~r · 
and by virtue of an Act, intituled ' An Act for the good order and government 
of Slaves ; and for repealing an Acl: of this Ifland, intituled '~ An Act for the 
good order and government of Slaves, and for keeping them under proper reftraint, 
for eftablifhing the method of trial in capital cafes, and other regulations for the 
greater f ecurity of that part of the inhabitants property," £hall direct ; and the 
remainder of fuch flaves fuall fuffer ,fuch whipping or other punilhment as fuch 
perfons lhall think proper to order. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, rhat any flave or flaves 
offending againft this Aa fhall be fubjecl: and liable to be appr~hended and tried 
in the fame manner, and in the fame court of juftices and freeholders, as fiaves · 

, are made fubjeet and liaple . to be apprehended_ and tried under and by-virtue of 
the above recited Acl: • 

. (18.) X And 
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TOBAGO •. ~ _ And be it and -it'is .. hereby enat,led1 by th~ authority ___ aforefa;id, , That there · fhall 
be _paid to ~he provofi m.arfhaL, or h!s lawful deputy, four iliillings and fixpence 
currenty for each; and no more, for receiving- into and letting out of gaol any 
.flav-e -.or ~naves .committed by virtue -of this Ad. 

Alexander Buchanan, Speaker. 

Paifed the Houfe of Affembly ,this twe.nty-eighth day of October one thoufand 
eight hundred and f even. . ~ . 

Neil-Stewart, Clerk of the Affembly. 

,Paffed the Council this fourth day of November one thoufand eight hund,red 
and feven. 

S. Hall, Clerk of the Council. 

Affented to November the 'fixth one thoufand eight hundred and feven. 

IV. Toung, Governor. 

Proclaimed this ninth day of November one thoufand e~ght hundred and -feven. 

W. Smith, Dep. Pro. Marihal. 

No. 27. 
AN ACT to amend an Act, intituled " An AB: to prevent th~ clandefiine 

departure of Perfons from the Ifland." [29th April 1814.J 

. WHEREAS great inconvenience has arifen from perfons underwriting others 
whofe names are fet ·up in the fecretary's office previoufly to their leaving the Ifland 
by virtue of an Ad:, intituled " An. Act to prevent the clandefl-ine departure of 
Perfons from the Hland ;'' for remedy whereof, be it and it is hereby enacted and 
ordained by His Majefty's moft loyal and dutiful fubjecl:s, his Excellency Sir 
William Young;· Baronet, Captain-general and Governor in Chief in and over His 
Maj.efty's Ifland of Tobago,. the Com1~il and General Affembl y of the faid Hland; 
and:it ·i.s h~reby enacted br the authority aforefaid, That ~yery, perfon underwriting_ 
a00-ther whofe nam~ is fet up in the fecretary's office ili,all, previoufly to under
writing, make .a pofitjve affidavit of the debt .due to . him ·by the perfon he is about 
to uncler:writ~ before one of the j~fiices of the court of Co,mmon Pleas, and lodge; 
the fame in t-he fecretary=' s office;. and without fuch affidayit n<? underwriting iliaU 
p:rev·ent the fecretary from_ iff uing a ticket to a .perfon fotting' up his name,. as· 
is di,ecl:ed· by the faid recited_ Act; any,: thing in the faid Acl: to the contrary 
notwi-thftanding. . : . . . 

And be it enaB:ed by the authority aforefaid, That the Jecretary~ -~lb the :Ifia~ 
fhall publifh-in the (;azette of this;Ifland every week the names of .perfons ptittint 

. up their names· to depart the Hland ; and alfo {hall publi!h the date. of his. i,fftdn.g 
ticke~s, whether taken out by complying with the fetting up of the· name .f~ 
fourteen days, or· upon giving focurit_y :, Pr-0.vided ,always; that it fhall! 111ipf b~ 
neceffary , to pu~lifli any name m0>~e · t~a~1· once, and, ~he fecreta:ry ,(Rall be:~aHibetty 
to charge tl}erefor the fum of eme fh1Hmg and ·fixpence currency; and m.., cafe .of 
neglect, the_ fec;r~tary . fhall be I lia~le1 to an action of ,damcJ.ges;: .at the r¥fuit: of; any . 
perfon provmg h1mfelf 'or herfdf' 1endamaged by fuch neglecl:~l 

_ James M .. Collier, Speaker. : 
• ! f ~ ' I' ' , . , _ -~ ' , ·' J J ' I ' \ • 

Paffethht~ot.tfir of:_ Afftmbly this •tweniy-mint~ da:y :·~-f Ap~il one 
0

tho
1

uf~d e1g.Jlt_ 
hundred and 'fol4ft-een. , . . -, 11. '"' , , . • , 

• ... .._ ~ • .~ .. •, 11.,1 • • ,. \.J.ll . .,., _. t •• f. ( '-• i 

James Willco~k, Clerk of! Genera:l Aifembly;· 
John Ba!four, Prefident. · 

Paifed 
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TOB!A:GO. Paired1 the Council the twenty-ninth day of April one thoufand eight h1:1nd~e~ 

and fourteen. · · · · ,__ __ ..,,_=-,.. -:-.•• ~.-:::::-=--.-

Samuel Hall, Clerk of ~ouncil. ·'.· . 

Tobago, Council Chamber, .April twenty.ninth Ol?-e ·thoufand eight- hundred and: 
fourteen. Affent given, W. Toung, Gove-rnbF. · · 1

. 

Tobago, 30th April one thoufand eight hundred and fourte~n; -· and·;·d~ly 
publifhed this thirtieth April one thoufand eight hundred~ and fonrteea. 

_ Gideon Giiina~~ D .. P ~ Marlhal. 

( 
No. 28. 

AN ACT to co~pel pe~f&ns manumittingt,~laves 'in this Ifland to provide for 
their fupport, and to reftricl: Manumiffion of Slaves belonging to other 
Iflands.. G19 06:ober 18 J 4.] 1 

WHEREAS many flaves have been manumitted by their owners without any Preamble. 
provifion being·made for their fupport, oy reafon whereof they-'have become fubjefc 
to want, and burthenfome to the public, ~d f:\a~Tes:l~el9nging. to 9ther Hlands,hflve 
been manumitted here, in abufe of the regula}ions exifting 'in f Qch I~an~s,_.; for 
remedy thereof, be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by His Majefty's moft 
dutiful and loyal fubjecrs, his Excellency Sir William Young, Baronet, Captain .. Claufe 1ft. 
general and Governor in Chief in and <9ver the Ulaft'd of Tobago!and its dependencies, No manumiffion 
the Council and General Aifembly of the fame, That from and after the publication fhall be deemed_valid 
of this · Act no manumiffion whatever £hall be deemed valid for the purpofe of ut nleJs th; publ~c• 

· · fl h d · 1· h. h h . .1 f fi reamrer s receipt manum1ttmg any ave w atever, an ent1t mg 1m 01; er to t e pr1v1 eges o ree be indorfed upon it 
fubjell:s, unlefs the public treafurer's receipt be indorfed Qpon fuch manumiilion for 1001. 

fo r the fum of one hundred pounds currency, which {hall be paid into the public Every fuch manu
treafury of the Ifland by the owner of the flave intended to be manumitted, or by miffion ~0 be re
fome perfon in his or her behalf; and every manumiilion, with the treafurer's cto~ded ffim the fecre-

4 • d r d h k f . fh 11 \ . h r ffi f ar1es o ce. receipt en or1e upon t e bac o 1t, a be recorded m t e 1ecretary's o ce o E r h . 
h. Ifl d b .c l r . d {h II . 1 d . h . . d , very per10n "vmg t 1s an , e1ore tle penon ·manum1tte a be ent1t e to receive t e d1vi ends fuch manumiffion 

herein-after provided; and the perfon fo manumitted, and whofe manumiffion with entitled to 81. per 
the treafurer's receipt fhall have been recorded, fhall be entitled to receive from annum

1
11ring 

the public treafurer, who is hereby diretled to pay fuch perfon the fum of eight natura · 
1 

e. 

pounds currency per annum, in equal half-yearly payments, except as is herein~ 
after excepted, for and during the term of his or her natural life, to be computed A! deceafe fu~ 
from the date of the treafurer's receipt, and after fuch perfon's deceafe the fum paid taid fhb~~l retrm f 
in to the public treafury fhall be and remain for the public ufes of the colony~ _ t~: ~~lo~~~ es 

0 

And be it and it is hereby enac.l:ed by the authority aforefaid, That no manu- Claufe 2 d. 
miffion under and by virtue of the l,a.ft_ w:ilLa~-4-~Q:ament of any perfon what.., No manumi~on 
ever fhall take effect for the purpofe of manumitting the perfon left free by under laft will and 
fuch lafi will and teftament, until the fum of one hundred pounds currency be t~ft~mentt_lto takl£. 

• . . • e.uect: un 1 1 00 • 19 
paid mto the public treafu_ry of this Ifland; and the perfon fo manumitted by paid into treafury. 
will, and whofe receipt from the public treafurer fhall be duly recorded, £hall ferfon fo m~numit
be entitled to the fame dividend, and payable in like manner as is ordered in the ted, adn~teceipt

1
· dduly 

£ l r f h. A ..a. d h fi £ h • h h • • • {h ll fi recor ew, enut e to 1ormer c au1e o t IS u ; an t e um 1or w IC t e receipt 1s given · a , a ter fame dividend as 
the deceaf e of the perfon left free, remain in like manner to the public ufes of the ordered in former 
colony. clauf~. 

And be it enacted. by the authority aforefaid, That no manumiffion of a flave or Claufe gd. 
flaves belonging to other Iflands {hall be proved or recorded without the receipt Manumiffiono~flave 

required beidng the~eonh indorfe~ffi; and ~hhe fecretary of !he Ifland is hereby required :i~:;1a~:1r:E:in: 
not to recor any 1uc manum1 10n Wlt o~t fuch receipt, under the penalty of_ one proved or recorded 
hundred pounds currency. · without receipt re-

quired being in
And dorfed thereon, 



TOBA,GO. .And be it • en:acl:ed by the authority ._aforefaid, 1:hat no dividends fhall be 
______ -payable upon fums paid into the public treafury to give effect to manumiffions 

Claufe 4th. of flaves belongipg to other Hlands, , _but the fum required by this Acl: to be paid 
No dividend p~y~ble into the public ti-eafury £hall be applicable immediately to the public ufes of the 
upon fums paid mto l 
treafur:y for manu- c~ ony • . . . . . 

- mifiion of fiaves belongmg to other _Iflands,. but fums fo paid £hall be ,applicable 1mmed1ately to public ufes of the colony. 

:Paffed the Ho.ufe- of Affemely the fourteenth day of October one thoufand 
eight hundred and fourteen. · _ 

(Signed) 'J.ames Wilcock, Clerk of General Affembly. 
(Signed) Elphin.ftone Piggott, 

Speaker of the Houfe of General Affembly. · 

~ Patfed the Council the fourteenth day of Ocl:ober one thoufand eight hundred 
. and fourteen. -

,(Signed) Samuel Cox, AB:ing Clerk of the Council. 
-(Signed) John Balfour, Prefident of the Council. 

Tobago, nineteenth · Ocl:ober one thoufand eight hundred and fourteen; duly 
publifhed this day. _ 

.{S•gned) Gid. Gilman, ·Deputy Provoft Marfhal. 

· Tobago, at Government Houfe, 06:ober feventeenth one thoufand eight hundred 
-and fourteen, on part of executive Government. 

Affent given by 
(Signed) William roung, Governor. 



c.oPIEs AND EXTRACTS oF cQRRESPONDENCE 

RESPECTING 

.. . 

SLAVES. 

ST. CHRIS'.DbPHERS. 

No. 29. 

COPY of a letter from Governor Probyn to Earl Bathur8:, dated SAINT 
St. Chriftopher'~, z5th November 18J6.-0ne inclofure. CHRIS'FOPHERs. 

•My Lord, St. Chriftophers, ~sth Nov .. 1816. 
l HA VE now the honour to tranfmit the Cenfus which) conformably to your 
· Lordlhip's direcl:ions recently conveyed to me, has been taken of the flare 
population of this ifland. . . 

I have not yet received the reports from the other iflands of the government. 
I hope, however, I iliall be able to forward them by an early opportunity. 

From all the information I have had it in my power to collect, I am inclined 
to think that there has been no infraction of the laws paifed for the abolition of , 
the flave-trade in this colony, or indeed in any other forming a part of this go .. 
vemment; and the flaves in general appear to be contented and happy. , _ 

I have the honour to be, with great confideration and refpea, 

To the Rt. Hon. the Earl Bathurft, 
&c. &c. &c. 

(Copy.) 

My Lord, 
Your Lord1hip's moft obedient. 

(Signed) 

(Inclofure.) 

humble fervant, 
THOS. PROBYN, 

Capt. Gen. and Gov. 

IN purfuance of a refolution of the Council and Affembly, entered into at their 
meeting on the z7th Auguft laft, " That it be referred to a committee of both 
" houf es to take the neceffary meaf ures for obtaining for His Excellency the 
" Captain General, as f peedily as poffible, an Account fhewing the increafe or 
" decreafe of the number of Slaves in this ifland fince 1807 ; their prefent num
" hers ; and, as far as the fame can be done, the changes in their ref peB:ive 
" proportions of males and females, and of adults and children; according to the 

( 18.) Y . '' requi-



'ii , I 

SAINT 
CH~ISTOPHERS. 

----------
'' requifition contained in Lord Bathurft's letter of the 2ot~ May lafi: ;"-your 
committee, appointed for that purpofe, report as follows ; viz. 

That there having been no account taken of the number of fl_aves in the year 
1807, they cannot afcertain the increafe or decreafe fince that period : 

That after the mofl: diligent inquiry in colleaing a Cenfus, on o~th: of the 
prefent' numbers of flaves in this _colony,' by a ~embe: of the counc1~ m each 
parilh, they find that there are m the ref pea1ve panfhes the followmg num
bers; viz. 

Adults. Children. 
In the Parifh of TOTAL. 

Males. Females. Males. Females. 

r ,--.._ 

" 
St. George, Baifeterre - I,II3 1,154 636 52 3 3,426 
St. Peter, Baffeterre 789 888 510 564 2 ,743 
Trinity, Palmette Point 463 438 - 260 234 1..39~ 
St. Thomas, Middle Hland 688 664, 364 358 2,074 
St. Anne, Sandy Point 637 699 439 401 2,176 
St. Paul, Capifterre .. . 467 506 2 39 . 221 1 !433 
St. John, Capifierre 482 534 2 54 239 1,5 I I 
Chrifl: Church, Nichola Town 574 645 376 4°7 2,002 
St. Mary, C_ayon - 562 651 440 4 15 2,068 --Making the total number of flaves in the ifiand 18,828 

That the changes m the refpecl:ive proportions of males and females and of 
adults -and children cannot be afcertained, as the laft Cenfus of flaves that was 
taken in March _1812 only fpecified the total numbers, and which were as fol
lows; viz. 

In the parifu of St. George, Baffeterre 
St. Peter, Baffeterre 
Trinity, Palmette Point 
St. Thomas, Middle Ifland 
St. Anne, Sandy Point 
St. Paul, Capifterre 
St. John, Ca pifrerre -
Chrift Church, Nichola Town 
St. Mary, Ca yon ... 

Making a total of 

3,738 flaves. 
2,782 
1 ,543 
2,441 . 
I,997 
1,588 
1,51 I 
2,063 

19,885 

Leaving a deficit of one thoufand and fi.fty-feven flaves in four years and a half, 
being about one and a third per cent . 

. Your committee, however, think it neceffary to add, that, as it poffeffed no 
means of enforcing returns from the inhabitants, poffibly fome few individuals 
may have omitted to give in the lift of their perfonal negroes; but the committee 
is convinced the numbers kept back cannot but be fmall. · 

_ (Signed) 
Baffeterre, St. Chrifiopher, 

Committee Room, I 8th oa. I 816. 

W . THOMSON, Chairman. 



ST. LUCIA. 

No. 30. 
(Copy.) I • 

EXTRACT of a letter from Major General R. Douglafs to the Right 
Honourable Earl Bathurft, dated St. Lucia, 16th OB:ober 1816. 

SINCE I had the honour to receive your Lordlhip:.s circular letter of the 
20th May 1816, I have anxioufly endeavoured to procure the informatio~ ne

ceffary ~o enable me to anf wer it fully, but, I am forry to fay, the total want of 
public records in this ifland, and the apparent unwillingnefs of thofe who have 
been in office to , give affifiance on fuch fubjecl:s, have rendered it impoffible for me 
to ol?cain, from any certain authority, the particulats required. -

From my own obfervations, and from general information, it would appear, that 
the laws for the abolition of the flave-trade have been duly ·obferved, as far as 
relates to r he importation of Africans. · . 

One of the confequences of the French Revolution in this ifland was, the aban
donment of many valuable efl:ates from want of population, and fome very fine 
plantations have recently been forfaken, the proprietors having concentrated their 
ilaves on other efiates, which had alfo too few negroes to cultivate them ; it is 
difficulc, therefore, to fay in what degree the abolition has occafioned thefe mea
fures, · but is certain that it has prevented that acceffion of cultivators which was 
required to refl:ore the ifland to the ftate of profperity it was in at the commence
ment of the French Revolution. 

The effects of the abolition of the flave-trade are certainly favourable to the 
condition of the black population, in as much as it is now, more than ever, the 
interefl of every proprietor to preferve the health of his flaves, and particularly to 
cherilh the rifing generation, which was formerly very much neglected, upon the 
fordid principle that it was cheaper to buy flaves than to rear them. 

In general the treatment of this clafs of the population is juft and kind, but there 
are many infiances of the reverfe, according to the dif pofition of their owners, and 
fome of very great cruelty ; but thefe, I am happy to fay, are not numerous. 

The inclofed letter from the regiftrar of flaves will £hew yourLordfhip that there 
are upwards of 16,000 in this ifland, but that it would be impoffible to diftinguifh 
males, females, adults, and children, without confuming a very confiderable por- · 
tion of time, which the regiftrar requires to complete his records already in 
arrear. 

Under all thefe drcumfiances it is totally impracticable to efiimate the probable 
increafe or decreafe, or the changes in their relative propordons of males, females, 
adults, and children, which I very much regret. 

(Copy.) (Inclofure.) 

Sir, Regiftry Office, Cafl:ries, 5th 06:. 1. 816. 
I HA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's letter, 

dated the 24th December laft, requiring me, with as_ little delay as poffible, to . 
tranfmit the exact number of flaves in this -iflamd, diftinguifuing males, females, 
adults, and children> to be forwarded to the Earl Bathurft for the information of 
His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent. · . 

I had already begun to comply with the directions therein contained, but I _now 
find that the undertaking would be attended with very confiderable delay, and muft 
neceffarily retard the entry of the original returns in the regiftry books, which I 
am moft anxious to complete, and which alrea9y has remained unfinifhed a very 
confiderable time after the period for its conclufion. 

It 
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ST. LUCIA. It is neceffary I 1hould account to Your Excellency in what the difficulty confifts, 
and how tedious an undertaking it would prove to make out a lift fuchas I am t~us re
quired to do. The Order in Council under which authority I aft, does not reqmre the 
returns to be fent us in that form; for example, in the inftances of families of flaves, 
the males, females, adults, and childtell are fo intermixed, that it would require, 
to obtain this point, that each individual 1hould be feparated from the returns, and 
as there are upwards of 16~000 in thef.e returns the undertaking would be for
midable; I therefore beg permiffioia to fuggefi: to Your Excellency, whether, under 
all the circumilances I have ftated, it wourd not be more defirable to continue the 
orainary bufinefs of the regiftry for the purpofe of its completion before rhfo exac} 
return is required; but I beg moft perfeB:ly t0 explain to Your Excellency, that 
this foggefi_ion is no,t made to fpare the trouble it might occafion us, as I affure you 
sl Jhall tcel it my ,duty mofi: cheerfully to comply, at all times, with Your Excel-

ST. VINCENTS. 

t 

lency '.s .orders. 
As I am now on tlle f:ubjelt of the RegiftrJ office, I £eel it neceffary to fiate 

· tp Your E~cellency the delay that is occafione in the duties of it by the want of a 
fecond clerk. I have again written lately on the fubjelt to Lord Bathur{l, 11:ating 
that your Excellency wi!hed for his Lord!hip's authority tQ order a fecond clerk, 
for that you had, on every occafion, !hewn the utmoft readinefs, and evinced every 
defire .to a.ffift me in putting into execution the Order in Council. The letter to 
which I allude was written previoufly to the death of Mr. Sandys, the clerk I firft 
ernploy.ed, and I informed his Lordlhip that as I had, on my own refponfibility, 
engaged a fecond, I hoped his Lordfhip would order the arrears of faiary to be paid, 
as well as the fecond clerk confirmed. The death of Mr. Sandys, although of late 
he had been tonftantly fick, has again thrown us back; but as I have already paid 
a fecond up to his death, I do not confider myfelf called upon to be again ref pon
fible for another, more efpecially as Mr. Goulburn's letter to me of the 10th of 
Ocl.ober I 815, which Lotd Bathurft enclofed - to General Stehelin (I believe) in 
J.une lafi, ftates, that the expences of the regiftry are to be paid by the colony. 

I have therefore no alternative but to endeavour to engage a fecond, referving 
the iifue of the falary being allowed until I hear from Lord Bathurfi. I may, per~ 
haps, be able to effecl: this, if your Excellency is convinced of the neceffity of a 
fecond clerk being employed, and on that occafion would recommend fuch perfon 
to his Lordihip. 

I have the honour to remain, 
Sir, 

with the utmoft ref pea, 
Your Excellency' moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 
(Signed) R.ICH. BUCKOLL, Regiftrar. 

ST. VINCENTS. 

No. 31. 

COPY of a letter from Mr. Prefident Paul, dated St.Vincent's, 30th July 
1816. 

. · Government Houfe, 
My Lord, St. Vincent, 30th July 1816. 

I HAD the hQnQUf of receiving your LQrdfuip's lette.r of ioth May lafi, defiring 
,an anfwer t9Jeveral queries~ in copfequence of an addrefs from the Houfe of 

~ord~ to His Royal Jiighnef s t.he J>r,i_nce Regent. -
/ I can fay with confidence, that the laws pi!ffed for the aboljtion of the flave
irade have been ftrictly obferved and executed within this government, and the 

effects 
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effeas produced have, in my opinion, b~en falutary and be~eficial. i dm eafily Sr. '\fINCENTS. 
get from the rreafurer's office the General Annual Returns of Slav~finte 1807; 
but it is my duty to mention to your Lordfhip, that I could not procure a fiatement 
of the changes in their relative proportions of males and females,· and of adults 
and children, without ~n afr of the legiflature. The co~tents of your Lord~ifs 
letter fhall be communicated to that body at firft meetmg, and the proceedmgs 
thereon regularly tranf mitred. -

The minds of flaves all over the Britifu Weft Indies are juft now fo much agitated 
and mifled by abfurd and unfounded reports from Europe, that the greateft caution 
and prudence is neceffary to be obferved in making any innovation. 

I have every reafon to believe that it is the earneft wilh of the legiflature of this 
colony to do every thing in their power to meet the willies of His Majefl:y's Go .. 
vernment. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's mofi: obedient; 
humble fervant, 

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurfi:. (Signed) ROB. PAUL. 

TOBAGO. 

No. 32. . . . 
EXTRACT of a letter from John Campbell, efq. Prefident and 

Commander-in-chief of the Hland of Tobago, fo Earl Bathurft, dated 
Tobago, 2 8th oaober I 8 I 6.-0ne Inclofure. 

I DID myfelf the honour of informing your Lordlhip, in my letter of the 20th TOBAGO. 
Augufi, that I would, without lofs of time, attend to your directions in tranf- ____ ......._ __ _ 

mitting a Return of Slaves from 1807 to the prefent period. I now indofe one, 
made out and figned by the treafurer, and can, with much confidence, ailf wer for 
its correB:nefs. 

(Copy.) (Inclofure.) 

Sir, Cufiom Houfe, Tob~1go, 2 7th oa. 18 I 60 

· I Ha VE to acknowledge the receipt -of your Honour's letter of the 14th inft 
inclofing a letter from the Earl Bathurfi:, requiring a Return and defcription of 
all captured Negroes, and a minute and fpecial Report ai to the fl:ate of the Ne ... 
groes apprenticed by the collector or his predeceffors, fince .t~e acl: was paffed 
aboliiliing the flave-trade, and in manner ai1d form f pecified in the Order in 
Council of the 16th March 1808. 

Th'e collector, Mr. Francklyn, owing to ill health, has fince July 18i4 been 
abfent on leave, and is at prefent in London. 

I have, from the day of his departure, difcharged the duties of his office; and 
acquaint your Honour that there has been no captured negrnes brought into this 
port fince that period by any of His· Majefty'$ veffels of war, nor have any been 
f eized by the officers of this. revenue. 

(18.) Z . On 



TOBAGO. 

TRINIDAD. 

( 90 ) 

On reference to the books of this offiee, it appea-rs that anterior . to Julr 1814, 
and fubfequent to the 25th of March 1807, the dat€ of the acl: aboliiliing the 
traffic in flaves, that there are no records made by Mr. Franklyn of any ~aptured 
negroes brought into this port by His Majefi:y's veffels of war or feized by the 
o~cers of this department. • 

I am well acquainted with Mr. Franklyn, and knew him to be fo correcl: and . , 
zealous in the dif charge of his ref pecl:ive duties, that had there been any captured 
negroes placed under his proteaion, a very minute and particular account would 
have been kept of them, and the Order in Council of the 12th March 1808 
punctually obferved. 

Whilft the ]ate Sir William Young adminHl:ered the government of this ifland, 
which was from April 180 7 to January I 815, 1 lived with him as his private fe
cretary, and had in confeqtience many opportunities of obferving, that no part of 
his duty occupied more immediately- his attention than that of carrying into com
plete effect the acts relating to and aboli!hing the trade in flaves. _ 

If any infraaion of thofe laws happened during his adminiftration, by any 
illegal importation of flaves into this ifland, it was unknown to him, and muil: 
have been carried into execution in the mofi private and clandeftine way, and 
fo as to elude the vigilance of thofe whofe immediate duty it was to prevent it. 
I am inclined however to believe, that no illegal importation of fl~ves has ever 
occurred ; or if any, it mufl: have been in its ex.tent exceedingly limited. 

Thefe remarks may, in fame degree, be confidered by your Honour as (irrele
vant to the immediate object of his Lordfhip's letter. I fhould not however have 
been induced to make them, were I not defirous of fhewing·, that under the ftritt 
adminifiration of Sir -W:illiam Young, and the vigilance of the officers of H is Ma
jefl:y's cufioms, the feveral laws and orders in council relative to ilaves have . re
ceived due attention. 

_ I am Sir, very refpecl:fully, 
Your Honour's 

Moft obedient humble ferv ant, 

(Signed) 
To His Honour Prefident Campbell, 

P. RICH ARDSON, AB:. Coll. 

&c. &c. &c. 

TRINIDAD. 

No. 33. 

COPY of ~ letter from Governor Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. dated 
Trinidad, the 23d Nov. 1816, to Earl Bathurft.-Four Jnclofures. 

My Lorci, Trinidad, 23d Nov. 1816. 
J HAD the honour to receive, on the 2d of Auguft, your Lordfhip's circular 

letter of the 20th May. To enable me to reply to the inquiries it contains 
I deemed it expedient to require the Reports of the Commandants of the Quarte{s: 
whofe fong . refidence · in the colony and_ acquai~tance with its flave population 
better qualified them to afford the mformauort demanded than any other 
perfons. 

I beg leave to inclofe a copy of my letter to them ; and · having received their 
Repor!8, I have the honour to ftate, fo: the ~nformati~n of His Royal Highnefs 
the Prince Regent, that they are unammous m declarmg-

That 
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That there has been a general and faithful obfervarice ·of the · aas of abolition TRINIDAD. 
in this colony : . 1_ • , • •. 

That the cultivation of ~he colony has declined fince thofe acts were paffed _: ~ 

. That the labour of the flaves has in general been increafed, for the purpofe 
of enabling the planters to repair the loffes fufiained in __ their numbers~ and in .. 
the depreciation of ·produce: 

That the abolition has left a difproportion of the foxes in the fiave popu~ 
lation: 

That the enacl:ment of the laws of abolition has caufed but little impro.vement 
1 in the treatment of the flaves, and no improvement whatever in their moral con.. ; , 

dition; whilft it has given additional infecurity to the planter, in confequence of 
the mifiaken notions it has created among ~he negroes ref pecl:ing its real and 
eventual ,purpofe. . . _ · . 

I alfo annex a Report of the CommHfary of population, and I beg to folidt your 
Lordfhip's particular attention to that part of it which accounts for the difference 
between the number of flaves infcribed in the Population Returns previous to the 
regiftry, and the number returned in the office of the regifirar of flaves fince it's 
efiablilhment in the colony. 

From all the information I have obtained during my refidence in the ifland, I 
have no hefitation in confirming the report of tha_Lq_fficer in this particular, and of 
declaring my entire conviction of the faithful' obfervance of the laws of abolition 
in this colony. 

The regifirar of fla ves has furnilhed me with all the information that is to be 
collected from the records of his office, fince the period of its eftabli1hment. , 

My experience of the Weft Indies does not enable me to offer to your Lordlhip 
any fu rther or more particu_lar anf wer to the queftions detailed, but I can ven
ture to aif ure your Lordlhip, that whatever ·relucl:ance the flaves may feel or exprefs 
in enduring the hardfhips of their prefent condition in the colonies, I do not believe 
that any could be found who are willing to exchange that condition for a return 
to their native country. 

To E arl Bathurfi:, 
&c. &c. &c. 

( Circular.) 

I have the hono~r to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's faithful 

and obedient fervant, 

(Signed) , RALPH WOODFORD. 

(Firft Inclofure.) 

Sir, · Government Houfe, 12d Aug~ 18 16. 
HIS Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent having been pleafed, in confequence of 

an addrefs of the Houfe of Lords, to fignify His Royal pleafure tlfat I ~ould fur
nifh a Report, ftating how far the laws paffed for the abolition of . the flave-trade 
have been obferved and executed within this colony, what effecl:s they appear to · 
have produced in the general condition of the colony, and ef pecially in the. ftate of 
its black populatio·n ; I have to addrefs myfelf to you, requefiing you will inform 
me, if within your knowledge any inftance has occurred of flaves having been 
illegally or clandeflinely introduced into the ifland fince the abolition ?f . the 
flave-trade, and alfo what . effects has attended the abolition,.· either as , regards , 
the colony or the flaves themfelves, as far as you h~v~ ~e~n. ~ble _to ,ju~ge of 
the fame. . , -. 

If 



TRINIDAD. If your experience fhould not enable you to reply to thefe enquiries, I requeft 
------ you would affemble a meeting of fuch of the prin .. cipal inhabitants as yo~ may 

th_ink moft able to enable you to frame your report. 

To the Commandant of 
the Quarter of 

(Copy.) 

I have the honour to be, 

(Signed) 
your obedient fervant, 

RALPH WOODFORD. 

(Second Inclofure.) 

Sir, Port of Spain, 4th oa:. 1816. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of 

the 21 ft Auguft laft pafi, inclofing a copy of a dif patch from Earl Bathurfi, fig
nifying the pleafure of His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent, that a Report 
fuould be prepared, ftating what effecl: the laws paffed for the abolition of the flave
trade had produced in the general condition of the colony, and efpecially in the 
fiate of its black population ; the increafe or decreafe of the number of flaves fince 
1807, and the changes in their relative proportion of males and females, and adults 
and children. · 

In obedience thereto I have the honour to lay before your Excellency an ex
tracl: of the Returns of the Slave Population, lodged in my office from the year 
1808 to 1811, (the return of the year I 807 could not be completed on account 
of the fire which took place in March of that year,) fince which period the popu
lation returns have not included the flaves, as is decreed by the Order in Council 
of 26th March 1812. 

According to thofe returns there is a decreafe of 607 flaves from 1808 
to I 8 I I. 

The difference obfervable in thofe returns, as to the nuri1ber and relative propor
tion of adults and children, is owing to the following caufes ; the blank population 
returns were fent to the Commandant of Quarters to fill up, no oath was admi
niflered, but the different columns of the blanks were filled up upon the declaration 
or returns of the planters. The population returns for the town of Port of Spain 
were fent to the Alcaldes de Barrios, who being removed every year from the office, 
and having their mercantile bufinefs to attend to, paid very little_ attention to the 
filling up the blanks correaly. 

In a ftate of general incorrecl:nefs they were fent to the Commiffary of population, 
to enable him to prepare, according to his inftrucl:ions, the general annual return 
of the population and crop of this ifland. 

The negligence or evafion of the real numbers is to be accounted for by the 
following reafons : 

That the public roads of this colony are generally kept in repair by the inha
bitants, in proportion to their refpeclive number of flaves, both adults and 
children: 

That the requifition of flaves for public works., particularly at a time when the 
enemy's fquadrons were in thefe feas, was taken from the fame proportion, and 
therefore, in orde'r to diminHh their contribution, either for keeping the roads in 

, repair or for public works, the planters, particularly thofe poifeffing great number 
of flave children, never declared to the commandant the real quantity of their 
flaves. 

The proportion of males and females from th€ year 180~ to the year 18 11 is 
generally as 8 to 6, and that of adults and children as 4 to 1. 

The effecl:s produced in the general condition of the colony by the laws paffed for 
the abolition of the flave-trade is, that as negroes can no longer be ~procured as 

before 
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before that period, the plantqrs hav.e not b~el!_ abl~ to i~volv~ themfelves .in pur- · TRINIDAD. 
chafing new negroes upon credit, an.d they, are. therefore more independent ; with -------
refpea to the produce of tlie ;aand there is an increafe in the ciiop of the cacao, and 
a decreafe in that of fugar, which may be better attributed to the irregularity' of the 
feafons than to the effect of the abolition. With regard to the condition of the 
flave population more care is generally taken of them, . both in health and illnefs, 
o~ account of the difficulty of replacing them ; but . notwithftanding great care is 
taken of children, yet a great many die before attaiming the age of feven years, 
from illnefs peculiar to that age, confequently the deficiency amongft the adults 
cannot be fupplied by births, which muft inevitably occafion a gradual detreafe in 
the flave population, and which will be more ferioufly felt in the courfe of a few 
years. 

As to the moral effect produced upon the negroes by the abolition, I am not 
aware of any improvement in that refpecl:. 

I l\ave the honour to be, with ref pea, 

Your Excellency's moft obedient , 

and humble fervant, 

(Signed) 
To Gov. Sir Ralph Woodford, Bart. 

&c. &c. &c. 

J~ E. MAIN GOT, 
CommisY of Popul11. 

Trinidad. 
(Third Inclofure.) 

RETURN of the Slave Population of the years l 808, I 8,09, I 81 o, 
and 1 8 1 1 ; lhewing the decreafe which has taken place. within that 
period. 

ADULTS. 11 CHILDREN. 

YEARS. Run away. GR,&ND DECRE.1\SE. 

Men. Women. Males. Females. 
TOTAL. 

II II 
II 

II 
-

~· 
1808 - • 10,189 7,42 9 2,168 1 ,9~7 122 21,895 ~ 

II 

1809 - - 9,894- 7,3 15 2,210 1,924 132 I 21 ,475 ·--'I 

1810 - - 9,477 7,oI I 2,128 2,012 IOI 20,729 -
II 

I8II - - 9,321 7,019 2,506 ~,2 97 145 2 ,J ,288 6p7 

(Signed) J. E. MAINGOT, . 
CommisY of Popul0

• 
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The whole NUMBER of SLAVES returned fol· Regifl:r:ition in the Year 1813 amounted 1to 25,7 17, viz. 

I 

ADULTS. CHILDREN. 
I• .. I TOTAL. ,1' 

Males. Females. Males. Femares. 
I I. 

I I ' I 

I, I 
-, ,I 

' 
10,917. 8,2a6 3,2 55 3,3.3,9 i 25,7 17 

, • ••c.-:: 

I 

I 
i • 

( 

I 
-

RETURN fuewing the INCREASE and DECREASE of Slaves -in the R€gifirar for Sfaves Office, between the Periods of 16th December 1813 
and the 3rftJanuary 1816. 

MALE ADULTS. 

lncreafe. Decreafe. 

i .... 
re 

e .5 ~ 
0 • •~•g I 

0 ~ 
~ 

I --C,~ 

FEMALE ADULTS. 

Incrcafe. 

s 
0 • 
""'s:: t.;.. 0 

--0 ·.o 
Cl)""' 

"' .s s:l 
.~.S 

1-, ... 
O re 

1-c 
--0 ~ 

Decreafe. 

--d -0 

-d 
~ 

MALE CHILDREN. 

lncreafe. 

s 
~ ci 

0 
"d "µ 
V k 

Decreafe. 

(<: 

:§1 g 
... ·-
0 E 

--oc=: 

-0 
Cl) 

FEMALE CHILDREN. 

lncreafe. 

I\ § . 
,!:: C 

0 

-g 'E 

- Decreafe • 

re 

·= £:: •rg -d I;.~ I 
I s~ ~ ·5n 

:, Q) ' "§~ ~Q 
et: 0 

-d ~ iJJ~ -0 ~ ~ ~ E ~ 
~ I s. Ji § , g_ 
Q t Q ~ ~.§ I , -,1---11---:1---1- ---1-----11 - .------i-_ --1;- ----1- - --7.-- ---1---1,----1---.---1--- - 1-1---.---1- 1- 1-
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~ 
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-0 
~ 
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C 
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,£ 
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"O 
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.E 
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BA 
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.., bU 

'§~ 
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A 

--d I -0 ,-~ 
Cl.I Cl.I a 
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0.. t.!:? ... 
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460 I 34 46 l1,oo7! 69 ~oo I 71 433 26 62 55 2 33 51 I 08 I 949 11 t 5 I 4 15 377 33 13 37 9 2 9 
1

1 107 17 43 2 13·s14154, 

RECAPITULATION. 
\ 

I ,, I ~ 
r 

'1 "' I I 
0 e 

,I 
C: • 

r ~ I 0 ·- C: -0 '"' 
I ,!:: C: ·c°.9 

11 ! 
«I Cl) 

1: ·L-
.. ~ 

Cl) ..0 

'1 
0 0 ~ 

-0 ~ '"' 'I 6 ..; --c,·- ""' 'i u I 
Q) QJ t: --0 (±= ~ ~ 2 C ~ ai 

I C t.!:? v·- ,;, <-: - .:: ~ 
~ t; i.. Cl) 

... a.I) "' I ..c:: 0 ~ 0 '1) -.., Cl) a, s:: ""' - "' ~A ij ~ "' ~...., 
I c.. '§~ i.. c.. ! C\I u 0 I oCll 
i .!::l a u r >< ' A ~ 
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~ - ~ 0 ~ A ~ A t-1 r1 

I ' 
1,878 i. 1,151 64 140 ' :~, 2 33 2,368 173 268 270 3,o79 1 54 25,871 

11 
,I 

I 

I 
I 

(Signed), HENRY MURRAY, 
Regr for Slaves • 
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BERMUDAS . 

. No. 34. -

COPY of a letter from Mr. Prefident Smith to Earl llathur-fi, dated 
Bermuda, 29th Novem~er 1816.-0ne Inclofure, 

My Lord, 
Government Houfe, Bermuda, 

~9th Nov. ~816. 
l HA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordfhip's circular 

letter of the 20th May laft (addreffed to His Excellency Sir James Cockburn), 
notifying the pleafure of His' Royal Highnefs the Prin~e Regent, that a Report 
fhould be furni{hed to your Lordfhip, fiating how . far the laws paffed . for . the 
abolition of the flave.trade_ have been obferved and executed within this colony, 
and what effects they appear to have produced on the general condition of the 
colony, and ef peci~~lly:.._gn the fiate of its black population. . 

In reply to which, ' I beg leave to fiate that no offence againft the laws for the 
abolition of the flave-trade has· been committed in this colony; and that thofe 
laws have had no effect upon the general condition of this colony or on the 
£late of its black population, no importation of negroes from the coaft of Africa 
into thefe ifiands having taken place within the lafl: hundred years at leaft ; and 
the only flaves imported 'for a great many years pafl: having been one or two from 
the Weft India iflands. · 

A law of this colony has long exifted and is in full force, impofing a tax of 
£30 upon every man of colour, not a native of tpefe iflands, who fhall remain 
in them for a term exceeding fix months ; by which your Lordfhip will perceive 
it is the objecl: of the legiflature to difcourage the increafe of the black popu
lation,. 

In obedience to your Lordlhip's commands I have procured, and have herewith 
the honour to tranfmit, an accurate Return of the number of flaves belonging to 
the different proprietors in thefe iffands, diftinguiiliing males from fen;iales, and 
adults from children ; by which it appears that the number has decreafed up"' 
wards of two hundred fince the lafl: Cenfus in 1812. The decline is to be at., 
tributed to the exceffive ufe of fpirituous liquor, which was formerly lefs pre~ 
valent among t~e black population than it has been of late years. 

· I have the hon~>Ur to be, &c. 
(Signed) WJLL. SMITH, 

Earl Bathurfl:, &c. &c. &c. Commander-in-Chief9 
':, ,, 

(Inclofure.) 

A RETURN of the Slave Population in the iflands of Bermuda, viz • 

St. George's Parilh -
Hamilton - -
Smith's - -
Devonfhire - -

I 

Pembroke - -
Pagets - -
Warwick - -I 

Southampton -
Sandys - -

.. 

Bermuda, Secretary's Office, 
Nov. 28, 1816. 

Males. 

a 250 

- 204 
.. 125 .. 165 
- 384 
.. 2 33 
- 202 

, _ ~36 
- 376 

2, I 7 5 

(Signed) 

.. 

I Fema_les. I Children. 
-· 

Adults. T.OfTAL. 
I 

-

240 258 
i 

232 · 49° 
211 190 2 -25 4 1 5 ~ I 
126 1 37 I 14 251_ 

11 

I 184 1 94 155 349 
I 4°3 444 343 Ii 787 

283 323 '. ;r93 516 
222 310 II4 ;424 

II 1, 

3 1 7 1: 3 19 2 34 553 
422 468 33° 798 

11 

r 2_,408 1,940 I 
-

2,643 4,583 
' I 

JOHN Jo DISMONT, DY SecYo 

BERMUDAS. 

, 

j 
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JAMAICA. 

No. 35. 

COPY of a letter from His Grace the Duke of Manchefter to the 
. ~arl Bathurfi:, dated 17th Auguft 18 1 6. 

My Lord, Jamaica, 17th Auguft 1 8.1 6. 
J have had· !he ~onour to re.~~~ve yo~~ L?rdfhip's di_fpatch, marke_d circu.lar,- of 
, · _the 20th May lafi, conveymg to me His ~oyal H1ghnefs the Prmce Regent's 
command · that I fuould, with as little delay as poffible, furni{h your Lordfhip with 
a Report fiating how far the laws paifed for the 'abolition of the flave-trade have 
been obferved and executed within this colony, and what effecl:s they appear to 
have produced in the generar co~dition of the colony, and ef pecially in the fiate 
of ·its black p?pula~ion. 

Your Lordfhip is· ple3:fed alfo to defire, that I will tranfmit to your Lordfhip 
an Account £hewing the increafe or decreafo of the number of flaves fince 1807 ; 
their- prefent numbers ; a~d, as far as the fame can be done, the changes in their 
relative proportions, males and females, and adults and children. . 

· In anf wer·· to that" part of your Lordfhip's difpatch which relates to the laws 
paired foi- the abolition of the flave-trade, it is impoffible that I can furnilh your 
b,rdilii}!> with ·afore 'condufive evidence u-pon this fubjeB: than was produced be
fore a' committee• of the 'late Houfe of Aifembly in their laft feffion, when the 
admiral, the principal officer of th~ cuftoms, and the judge of the Court of 
Vice·-Admir-alty ·were folemnly examined, and their concurre~1t tefiimony proved 
that rio 'vio]atiori of the laws paifed for the abolition of the flave-trade had 
taken place here ; and as I •arrived here foou after thefe laws were paifed, an4 
have traveH~d mm:h· in different parts of -the ifland, and had the beft poffible 
means · of knowing the fentiment& of the inhabitants on this head ; if my opinion 
can add any weight to the refpecl:able evidence which has been brought forward, 
I feel that I fhou.J:d · do them an injufiice were I not to exprefs my confident opi
nion and belief, that nof only no violation of the abolition laws has taken place 
here, hut that there is no defire on the part of the planters to increafe the 

· number of their flaves by fuch means ;. and that whatever difference of opinion 
may have prevailed as to ·th~ quefti9n of the abolition of the :ffave-trade whilft 
that meafure was in agitation, I have reafon to believe the good confequences of 
it. are now generally felt and acknowledged 1n the improved habits and civiliza-
tion of the black population. . 

In regard to the effetl:s which may be fuppofed to have been produced in the 
general conclition of the colony, and ·efpecially in the ftate of its black popula
tion, my. knowledge of the ifland of Jamaica is limited to the period when the 
abolition of the flave-trade took place. I am therefore unable, frolil my own · 
perf~nal obfervati-on, to make: any comparifon between the prefent ftate of tl~e 
black population with what i& antecedent to that time. · · 

I have very little expecl:ation of being able to furnilh your Lordlhip with an 
account approaching to accuracy of tne real increafe or_ decreafe of the numbers 
of ~aves fince 1807, th~ir ~refent numbers? and the changes in the relativ·e pro
portion of males and females, adults and children. Although the t~ on flaves 
ufually forms here the princip~l Jource of revenue, the dif pofition to evade this 
tax, and the great number of perfons who are poffeifed of only a few negroes 
and who have been until laf.ely-entirely overlooked, particularly in the city 0 } 

Kingfton, afford no meahs ·df ·efiiniating the · real number of flaves with any de
gree of certainty. And as to the changes in the relative proportion of males _ 

.and 
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and females, adults and children, I have no hope of fatisfying your Lordfhip's JAMAICA. 
inquiries on this head. · · · , , , ·. 

Although I am aware that wht1,t. I have ftated to your Lordfhip by no means 
embraces all the points conneaed ~ith your Lord!hip's jnquiries, ftill I have 
thought proper to fulfil your inftruel:ions as far as I was enabled to do fo, without 
waiting for fuch further information as I iliall endeavelir hereafter to obtain. 

To the Earl Bathurfl:, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

HONDURAS. 

-No. 36. 

MANCHESTER. 

., 

COPY of a difpatch from Lieutenant--Colonel Arthur to _ the Earl 
Bathurfi:, dated Honduras, 7th November 18 16. 

My Lord, Honduras, 7th Nov. 1816. 

J HA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordfuip's difpatch HONDURAS. 
of the 20th May laft, acquainting me it was the pleafure of His Royal High- --......----

nefs the Prince Regent that I fuould, with as little delay as poffible, furnifh your 
Lordfhip with a Report ft_ating how far the laws paffed for the abolition of the 
flave-trade have been obferved and executed within the fettlement under my go-
vernment, and what effecl:s they appear to have produced in the general condition 
of 'the fettlement, and ef pecially in the ftate of its black population ; and de-
firing that I will tranfmit to your Lordlhip an Account £hewing the iJ:?-creafe or 
decreafe of the ilaves fince 1807 ; (heir prefent numbers ; and, as far as the 
fame can be done, the changes in . their relative proportions of males and females 
and of adults and children. . 

In obedience to thefe commands I have the honour to report to your Lordlhip, 
that from the year 1807' up to the year 1814 the abolition laws were not ftriB:ly 
enforced in this fettlement. . -

The magiftrates, who are merchants and wood cutters, claimed fome con
troul over this trade, and even after the fuperintendant had forcibly deprived , 
them of any influence therein, the mifunderftanding which it occafioned 'led to 
fome abufe of the abolition laws. · . ( .,, 

Moreover, the powers of the fuperintendant never having been defi~ed, when he 
had taken on himfelf all authority upon· this head, he exercifed it with great 
caution, and to this circumfiance I af cribe the illegal traffic which was carried on 
by certain Jews in Jamaica with this fettlement in flaves, and whieh was contin\lled 
up to the period of my arrival in this country. 

The meafures which I adopted in feizing the flaves clandefi:inely introduced, in 
the month of September 1 8 14, immediately after my appointment as fuperinten
dant, ha~e put an entire ftop to that difgraceful commerce ; and I believe I may, 
with the greateft confidence affert, that not one fingle flave has been b~o.ug~t into 
this fettlement for fale fince that period. 

It is neceffary, however, that I fhould obferve that the orders contained in your 
Lordlhip's dif patch of the 9th July laft, direcl:ing, in compliance with the fuggeftion 
of the Lords Commiffioners 'of His Majefi:y's Treafury, that I fhould forbear to make 

(18.) B b any 
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HONDURAS. any other feizures until the general queftion as to the trade of Honduras is fettled~ 
will, of neceffity, debar me from enforcing your Lorafhip's prior commands re
garding the abolition aa and non-introduction of flaves for fale, becaufe I have no 
means whatever of .proceeding againft the parties offending but by feizure, there 
being uo ~ court in this fettlement before which they could be brought. 

. . . " 
With regard to the ftate . of the. black population I have the moft heartfelt faus-

faaion in affuring your Lord!hip that it is fcarely poffible it can be meliorated, fo 
great is the kindnefs, the liberality, the indulgent care of the wood cutters towards 
their Regroes that flavery would fcarcely be known to exift in this country was it 
not for a few unprincipled adventurers in the town of Belige, who exercife authority 
over their one or two flaves in a manner very different from the great body of the 
-community. 

The fteps which I have taken with one of thofe characl:ers ( as reported in my 
.difpatch to your Lordlhip of the 21ft ultimo) will, I have no doubt, be attended 
with the heft effeB:, and I turn with pleaf ure from this unpleafant exception to the 
general features of the picture which are fo truly excellent. 

Amidft all our difficulties in other refpecl:s it is quite impoffible, my Lord, that 
any thing can furpafs the treatment of the flaves, men, women, and children, in 
this country. 

The fyftem adopted in mofi: other parts of the Weft Indies of allotting to each 
flave a patch of ground on which he is to raife food for himfelf and family is here 
quite unknown. 

All the flaves · are moft abundantly fed by their proprietors, on the befi: falted 
provifions-pork, generally at the rate of five pounds per week to each man, with 
yams, plantains, rice, flour, falt, and tobacco. · 

Every flave has a mofchetta, pavilion, blanket, and lheet found him; alfo two 
fuits of Ofnaburgh _annually. The men and lads work on account of their owners 
five days in the week, for the Saturday's labour they are entitled by ufage, which 
has become a law, to half a dollar, and the Sunday is entirely th ..ir own. ~ 

The women are only employed in domefiic purpofes, and if they have young chil
dren no work whatever is required from them by their mailers. In faa, my Lord., 
I muft confefs that I have in no parts of the world feen the labouring clafs of 
people poffeffing any thing like the comforts and advantages of the flave population 
of Honduras. 

-- I ~egret it is not poffible for me to tranfmit to your L9rdfhip any account, 
fhowmg the encreafe or decreafe of the flaves fince 1807, as the magiftrates of 
this conntry have never taken any cenfus of the population; but with the advan
tages I have enumerated, your Lordfhip will eafily conceive that encreafe has been 
very great, as iadeed from a moft minute invefi:igation I have afcertained to be 
the facl:. 

I £hall, under the authority of your Lordiliip's commands, now call for a cenfus 
of the population of all claffes. It will however, I fear, from the circumftance 
of the flaves being employed in the interior, be fome time before it can be cor
,reB:ly made up; but I lhall not fail to tranfmit it to your Lord!hip with as little 
delay as poflible. 

The Earl Bathurft, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have the h9nour to be, 

My Lord, 

&c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE ARTHUR, 
Lt Col 1, Superintt and Comd\ 
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BAHAMAS. 

No. 37. 
COPY of a difpatch from Governor Cameron to the Earl Bathurft, BAHAMAS. 

dated New Providence, 16th September 1816.-0ne Inclofure. 

My Lord, Naffau, New Providence, 16th Sept. 1816. 

I HAVE received the honour of your Lordfhip's letter ( circular), dated 20th 
May, and I have the honour to inclofe a copy of a letter from the Attorney 

General, to whom I applied for the information your Lordfhip willies for. 

l':1 fhall lofe no ti~e in taking every fl:ep in my power to procure further infor .. 
mat10n upon the fubJea. 

To the Earl Bathurft, 
&c. &c. &c. 

(Copy.) · 

(Signed) 

(lnclofure.) 

I have, &c. 
I 

CHAS. CAMERON. 

Sir; N affau, 11 th Sept. 18 1 6. 
I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of the 6th inftant, 

upon the fubjeB: of Lord Bathurft's letter to your Excellency of the 20th May 
laft. 

I have every reafon to believe and to know that the laws for the abolition of the 
flave trade have been faithfully executed here. Thofe laws do not feem to have 
had any material effeB: on our black population, or otherwife upon the condition 
of the colony in general. 

The negroes increafe fo faft in thefe iflands, and agriculture has for fome years 
paft been at fo low an ebb here, that no recruits have been wanted from abro~d, 
and heavy duties have in fact been impofed on their importation from other 
colonies. 

The laft paragraph of his Lordlliip's letter may perhaps be a proper fubjefr for 
a meifage from your Excellency to the Houfe of Affembly in the next feffion, for 
without a new cenfus of the population of the different iflands, which will be a 
work both of expence and of time, I do not apprehend it will be · peffible for 
your Excellency to furnith Lord Bathurft with the defired information. 

To Governor Cameron, 
&c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) 

I have, &c. 

WM, WYLLY. 


