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BARBADOES ISLAND ACT. 

A Copy of an ACT for more fully ascertaining the Slave Population of' 
the Island of Barbadoes. 

W HEREAS it has been thought probable in the mother country that the BARBADOES, 
re-establishment of peace may afford facilities to an illicit introduction of "-----v-----J 

slaves into the British settlements in the West Indies: An~ whereas the legislature 
of this Island, notwithstanding it feels the most thorough conviction that no s~ch 
importation into this Island ever. has been or is likely to be attempted, is yet desirous 
to co-operate in any measures which may be deemed necessary for giving the fullest 
effect to the Acts for the abolition of the slave trade: And whereas many advantages 
may be derived to the inhabitants of this Island from a more exact specification 
and return of the slave population; Be it therefore Enacted by the Honourable 
John Spooner, President of His Majesty's Council, and Commander in Chief of this 
Island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice Admiral of the same, the Honourable the 
Members of His Majesty's Council, and the General Assembly of this Island, and" 
by the authority of the same, That it shall and may be la"Yful for the said President 
or Commander in Chief of this Island for the time being, and he is hereby autho-
rized and required to appoint by commission under his sign manual, some fit and 
}lroper person, resident within this Island, to be registrar of slaves ther~in, and tliat 
such registrar shall b~ personally resident within this colony while he shll continue to 
hold the said office, except when from ill health or other necessary cause his tempo-
rary absence from this Island shall be permitted by the governor or commander in· · 

, chief of this Island for the time being, by and with the consent of His Majesty's 
Council ; provided nevertheless, that such temporary absence shall not exceed the 
period of twelve months; and if the said registrar shall be at any time absent from 
this Island, without such license or permission as aforesaid, he shall absolutely forfeit 
his office; and in case of the death, absence, or incapacity of the said registrar, or 
an y avoidance of the said office, a new registrar shall be in like manner appointed hy 
the governor or comma~der in chief of this Island for the time being,. by commission 
under his sign manu~I. 

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That befween the first 
d-ay of March and the first day of June now next ensuing, and in eyery third follow
ing year, every person who shall be ~hen resident in this Island, and who shall be i~ 
po~session of any slave or slaves within the same, whether as proprietor, mortgagee, 
trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, manager or attorney of or for such slaves, 
shall respectively make and deliver upon oath to · the registrar so to be appointed as 
aforesaid, such schedules, lists and particulars in writing, as are . hereinafter men· 
tioned; that is to say, every person in possession of any slaves as aforesaid, shall so 
make and return a schedule or list in ·writing, therein specifying in the first place 
his or her own name and description, and th~ name and description of such other: 
person or persons, being the owner or owners of such slave or slaves on whose behalf, 
the return is rnad8, and the right or chara~ter in which the party making such 
return holds possession of and claims title to su·ch slave or slaves, namely, whether 
as ·proprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, · manager, or 
attorney, executor, administrator, guardian or otherwise ; and after such descrip
tion as aforesaid, shall proceed to name, describe and enumerate distinctly, the 
several negroes; mulatto or other sla:ves belonging to the same owner · or ~wners, in 
manner following; that is to say, the schedule or paper containing the said list 
shall be divided into six perpendicula.r columns of convenient breadth, ·respectively 
entitled at the heads thereof, name, sex, colour, employment, age· and country ; 
and in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name of each slave by 
which he or she has been usually called or known ; · in the second of the said 
columns shall be inserted the sex of which such slave is; the third of the said 
columns shall be inserted black or coloured (including under the terna " Coloured'-~ 
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:BAitBADOES. all wbo a-re not black); in the fourth of the said columns shall be inserted the par-
~ ticular trade, occupation, or ordinary employment of the slave ; in the fifth of the 

said columns shall be inserted the age of the sl~ve, according to the best ?f the -
,knowledge and belief of the owner or other party making the return ; and m the 
sixth of the said columns shall be inserted, whether the slave is an African or a 
,Creole,, .and if a Cr.eole, the name of the 1s1a1'-ld or Colony in which such slave was 
born, and from which he or she was brought, according to the best of the know
ledge, infonnation, and belief of the owner or other party making the return ; and 
.for the better ascertaining the proper forms of such returns of slaves as are hereby 
reg_uired tD be -made, so that no person may pretend ignorance thereof, ,a form or 
.exam1>le of such return is conta~ned in a schedule to t11is Act annexed, to which 
;all persons are required, so far as shall be found practicable, to conform. 

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all lists and 
tschedules to be made and returned as aforesaid, after the first general return required 
.by this Act, there shall be in every succeeding return .contained, a true and par
ticular account of all births and deaths -of -slaves belonging to the person or persons 
·o-n whose behalf such return is made, with.in the three years next preceding since : 
-.the last returns were-made ; and also an account of all deductions from or additions 
to the former list of slaves belonging to such person or persons, within the same ~ 

period, whether the same shall have happened by desertion, sale, or other transfer 
of property, enfranchisement, or by return of fugitive slaves, or by purchase, suc
cession, reversion, or other lawful acquisition within this Island, or by any lawful 
importation: which particular cause or mode of deduction or addition shall in all 
cases be distinctly specified in such return, so that the general increase and decrease 
.of slaves, their conditions and numbers, may be fully known and considered. 

4th. And be it further ·enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person 
making any and every suc·h schedule or return, shall, at the time of delivering the 
same to the -registrar, take the following oath, which the said registrar is hereby 
empowered and required to administer, under the penal~y of five hundred pounds 
-current money of this Island ; that is to say, · . 

·" You do Swear, That the List or Schedule now by you given in, contain3 
-'-' .a true and exact account and description, according to the several parti
" culars therein specified, of all the Slaves now attached or belongino- to the 
" Plantation called in the parish of 

0 

" or now belonging t9 you or in yoar possession, [if any owner] or now 
·" belonging\to or in the possession of [ name the owner or possessor] ac-
"' cording to the best of your knowledge, information and belief. 

" So help you GOD/' 

And all and every such owner .and owners, person .and ,persons, who are of the 
,-denomination of the people called quakers, is and are hereby required in like manner 
to give in the same upon his her or their solemn affirmation ; .provided nevertheless, 
that in case any owner of slaves residen~ in this Island shall, from sickness or any 
bodily infirmity, be prevented from attending the said registrar, to deliver such 
list or schedule ·of his or her slaves as hereinbefore is directed, it shall and may bt} 
lawful for any other person in behalf of such owner, to give in such his <>r her list 
-or schedule in the form hereinbefore preseribed; such person so ,giving in for 
another at the tinie ,of delivering such list or schedule, taking the following oath 
before the said J. .. egistrar, who is hereby empowered and required, under the penalty 
.aforesaid, .to administer the same; 

·" !0:1 do _Swear, T~at the person [or whom you _are no~ about to give 
, m a List or Schedule of Slaves~ 1s prevented domg so m his or her own 

-u proper person, from illness or bodily infirmity ·; and that the List or Sche
" aule 'by you now gi~en in wa_s signed by such owner in your presence, and 
" that the same contams a true and exact number and description of all the 
"' Slaves now belonging to -or in the possession of the said 
'" according to the best of your knowledge, information and belief. 

· " So help .you GOD." 
,sth. And to the intent that -all persons r~quired to return lis~ o-r schedules by 

thi_s ~et f?r any slaves, may be duly apprised, and have sufficient notice of the 
r~~pe~ve times ~f retu_rning the same ; ~e it f~ther e~acted by th~ autho 1ty afore

.. sa1d,, .1 hat .the .said registrar shall and ha lS hereby required some tune in the month 

immediately 



· ·To··THE TREATMENT OF -SLAVES.· 5 

.i-mm:-ediate]y preceding the time ·herein appointed for .tlie making ·such returns ·of slaves BARBADOE'S. 
as aforesaid, to send advertisements in writing by him .signed, purporting such respec-
tive times for giving in such.returns to the rector, or .his .officiating .minister, · of each 
·parish, who is and are hereby required to publish, or cause the same to be published. 
in their respective parish churches the two succeeding Sundays . after receipt thereof, 
between the prayers and sermon, and then to fix th~ ·-same up at the church doors, 
to remain till after the time of -making such returns has elapsed ; and in case the 
said registrar, or the ·rector or officiating minister, shaH in any re~pect fai1 herein, 
the party so offending, for every such offence shall fotfeit the sum of .-0ne hundred 
.pounds current money of this Island. 

6th. And be it further .enacted ·by the aufhori~y aforesaid, 'That the said reg1strar. 
shall carefully preserve the lists and schedules so returned to bim, and ·cause .the same, 
within six months after the return thereof, to 'be copied as clearly and distinctly as 
may be, into one book, or set of books, duly paged and indexed, to be by him kept in 
hi~ office, to which all persons may have free access dtiring office houTs. to examine 
the same, every p.erson paying the sum of six shillings and three-pence for such 
access and examination ; and the said registrar is hereby further directed and 
required, upon application for the same, to give copies in writing, certified by himself~ 
of any list or lists that may be desired, the person requiring the same ·paying.• for each 
several list so required, the sum of two shillings and sixpence for the same,' if the 
number of slaves therein contained do no exceed twenty, and the further sum of one 
shilling and three-pence for every further number of.slaves not .exceeding· ten, after 
the first twenty that shall be contained therein. . , . .. ' 

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when and so soon 
as all the returns, •Iists, or schedules which shall have· ·been delivered to ·the said 
registrar pursuant to this Act, shall have been entered and recorded as aforesaid, the 
. said registrar shall give notice thereof forthwith to the inhabitants of this Island, in 
such manner as he shall deem most fit .and effectual, and that the said· books are and 
will continue open at the proper office, for the inspection, free of any expense of alt 
persons who have made returns of slaves, for insertion therein, for the term nf two 
months from the date of such notification, to the intent that all persons inter-ested may 
be satisfied of the accuracy of the said books, and-of the said returns therein contained; 
and also that if any owners or possessors of slaves within this Island shall from any 
accident or unavoidable impediment, have omitted to return ful_l and proper list~ or 
schedules of their slaves; as by this Ac't is required, they must immediately apply to _·· 
the governor or commander in chief of this Island for the time being, a:nd council~ 
who, upon satisfactory proof that such omission has not been wilful, are hereby' 
empowered and required to order the admission and registration or correction of their · 
returns or schedules by the said registrar. 

8th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any person ·or 
persons whatsoever shall wilfully neglect to give in to the :said .registrar a list_ or lists, 
schedule or schedules of his, her or their slave or slaves as above directed, every such 
person or persons so neglecting shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds 
for every such slave so neglect€d to be given in, one moiety thereof to be paid to 
the informer, and one moiety to be paid into the public treasury of this Island ; and 
all and every slave or slaves so neglected to be given in, if -such slave be an African-' 
shall be entitled .to hi's, her, or their freed-om, unless such person or persons so omit
ting to give in any such slave or slaves shall within six months after the discovery of 
such omission, establish by sufficient evidence before the governor or commander in· 
,chief of this Island for the time being, and the members of His Maje·sty's Council 
in-council, that such African slave or . slaves so omitted to be given in, had been le
gally imported ; and the treasurer of this Island for the time being is hereby re-_ 
quired and directed to pay to each African so rendered free, the s1:,1m of four pounds 
.annually and every year during the term of his or her natural life. 

,9th. And be it further enacted by .the authol"ity aforesaid, That any person or 
_persons who may be at any time resident in ·this Island, and who may have, keep, 
and retain in his, her or their possessi:on, .as a slave or slaves, any African or Africans 
who may have been illicitly imported into this Island, , knowing the s~me to nave. 
heen so illicitly imported, shall, upon conviction thereof, at any court of grand ses
.sions of oyer and terminer, general gaol delivery, and general sessions of the 
peace of this Island, forfeit and pay a sum not exceedin,.g the .s-qm of five hl!ndred 
• ·338. B pounds, , 
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6 ADDITIONAL COLONIAL LA\VS RELATING. -

BARBADOES11 pounds, and be imprisoned in the common gaol of this Island, for any time not ex--
'" ...., J ceeding the period of two years. 

I oth. Provided always, and it is hereby ~nacted by the autho~ity aforesaid, . That 
all persons w~o shall think themselves aggrieved by any proceedmgs of the said re
gistrar, in any manner relating to this Act, n~ay appeal by petition to the govern~r
or commander in chief of this Island for the time being, and the membe s of H1s 
l\1ajesty's Council in council, who are hereby directed and fully empowered to hear 
and finally det~rmine thereon, and to remit or confirm all and every or any the 
penalties in this Act contained, as to them shall seem fit. 

11 th~ And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said registrar 
shall make and prepare, or cause to be made and prepared, accurate and perfect du
plicates of the said books, and shall authenticate and certify the said duplicates by the 
following affidavit : 

" Before A. B. [ inserting .:.lte name and title of the govern0r pr comman
~, der in chir;f for t-Jze time being], personally appeared C. D. [naming him
" self] the said registrar of slaves of this Island, who, being duly sworn 
" on the Holy Evangelists, makes oath and says, That he the said C. D. has 
" carefully examined and compared all the preceding entries in this book
" with all the different returns of slaves delivei-·ed to him, or to his know
" ledge or belief, to any deputy, clerk, or assistant by him appointed; and 
'' that he is enabled thereby to depose, and does depose, that the preceding 
" return of the slaves of this Island is in all respects correctly and faith .. 
" fully made." 

"lhich affidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn before the 
said governor or comrnander in chief for the time being, who shall subjoin thereto the 
following certificate under his hand : 

· " I, A. B. [ inserting his name and title ef Qffice J do hereby -certify that the 
" above Affidavit was duly sworn before me this . 
'' day of one thousand eight hundred and 
" Witness my hand, this day of 
" one thousand eight hundred and 

" .A. B." 
Ap_d the said duplicate books~ when so authenticated and certified, shall be de .. 

livered by the said registrar to the governor or commander-in-chief for the time 
being, who shall forthwith tnmsmit the same to His Majesty's principal secretary of 
-:state for the colonial department_ in England. 

12th. And be it further enacted by the auth-0rity aforesaid, That no erasure shall 
en any pretence or for any cause whatever, be at any time permitted to be in any of 
the said books ; but if any clerical error shall occur in the insertion of any name,
deseription, or other particular therein, so that the same shall differ from the name, 
description or particular contained in the schedule or return from which the same was 
made; or if any other mistake shall occtir in the making up and keeping the said 
books, a line of red ink shall be drawn through any word or words improperly in ... · 
serted, so as to leave the original word or words legible ; and the correction thereof, 
by the insertion of any word or words which may have been erroneously omitted, 
shall either be interlined or written in the margin; and the registrar shall, eithe:r· 
·.under such word or words written in the margin, or under a mark or reference there 
made to any such interlineation, subscribe his name at length. 

~ 3th. And be it further en&.cted by the .authority aforesaid, That if the said 
1:eg1strar shall wilfully make, -or knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or 
fraudulent entry in the books in his office, or either of them, or shall fraudulently 
:erase, obliterate or alter, or knowingly permit or suffer to be fraudulently erased, oblk 
.terated ·or altered, any entry whicli shall have been duly made in the said book~, or · 
,.either of them, the_ said registrar shall, upon conviction of any such offence before any
court of grand sess1~ns of oyer and !erminer, general gaol delivery, and grand sessions 
·of the peace for th1~ Island, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the sum of five 
hundred pounds, ~nd be imprison_ed for any time not exceeding two years, in the 
.common ga?l of this Isl_and ; and ~f any deputy assistant or clerk of the said registrar 
:shall c?mm1t, or knowmgly _permit ?r. suffer to be conunitted any such offence as 
afore~a1~, he shall, u on he hke oonv1ct , n thereof. _orfeit and._1 ot exceed. 



TO THE TREATtdENT OF SLAVES. 

· ing tl1e s,1:1m of five hundred pounds, and be i-mpri~one-itl., iii · the common. gaol of this B.ARBADOES~ 
Island, for any time not exceeding the period of tw:o yea:vs·; and i.i amiy 0th~er·person ' =e-v--.--
or persons in this colony shall wilfully make, or cause or procure to be made, any 
false or fraudulent entry in the said books, or either of them, or shall fraudulently 
,erase, obliterate or alter, or cause or pro.cure -to be erased, oblite1tated or altered, any 
entry which shall have beer1 made in the said books· or eithet of them, every such 
person or persons· so· offending, -shall, upon l~ke c-0Rvidroo tmie1:e0if, forfeit and pay a -
sum not exceeding the sum of five hundred pounds of like currG-n.t money, and be 
imprisoned in the common gaol of this Island, for any time not exceeding the period 
of two years. -

14th. And 'be it for.ther enacted by tlre authority aforesaid, That all ~ums of 
money arising by this act,· a~d .all and every the fo:rf€i~ure~ an~ pe~alties. in- the same 
contamed, shall be to the Kmts Most Excellent MaJesty, his heirs and successors, 
.and shall be applied, together with all other public monies not appropriated to any 
particular use, to and for all and every the uses, intents and purposes of the annual 
:acts fox raising money to defray the expens~s of this government.~ el,ce;pt as bereiu-
before is particularly 'directed. . 

I 5th. And be it further enacted by the -a~thority aforesaid, That upon all ques
tions respecting the freedm.IJ. or slavery of any individual, arising in any court or 
before any magistrate in this colony, a duty certified copy of the registration of 
·such individual in the books of the said registrar shall he received as sufficient primd 

.facie evidence of the slavery of such individN:al. ~ 

I 6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the trea~urer 
,of this Island for the time being shall pay to the said .regiistrar so oo be, appointed as 
,aforesaid, out of any of the public monies in his hands,, at and. after the rate of two 
.hundred pounds annually and every year, by four equal quartedy payments, during 
·all such time as he shall hold and exercise the said office -of registrar, and the :further 
:sum of: six hundred _pound'S, current money of this Island, when and at such tim~s 
.. as he shall complete and produce .to the commander in chief for t'.he time being 

.,authentioated duplicates of the aforesaid books of registry. · · 

1 7th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every the fin_e$, 
forfeitures and penalties hereinbefore imposed, and for which the mode of ree,overy 
.has not already been declared, shall be recovered on complaint to ~JlY justice of tl\e 
·peace, and the same proceedings shall be had thereon as in the .case of s.ervttnts 
wages. 

·THE RETURN of A. B. of Slave~, the property of C. D. ef which A_. B., 
is Manager.. · 

--
~- ~ r, ;c .. __,, • ---• • If I " -,; ,,r _ 

Name. Sex . -Colour. E1nplo.ymeqt. Age. C_?untry. 
. I -- ·~. ... - € . 

-
·Quash - .. - Male - - - ~egro .. .. - Coope-r - . - - 45. Barba&a.I).,. 

J-Jarriet - - - ~emale . - l\fol~tto - - House-servant - - 30. Barbadian. 

Quord - - - Male - - - Negro . ... - Vvatchman - - - 50. African. 

·TnE RETURN of A. B. of Slaves, nis own property. 
. --- ., 

Name. Sex. Colour. Employment. Age. Co\'lntr1. 

- -- -
~ 

. ·J{itty Ann- - female • ' - Negro .. ·- - F.ield- ... - - - 36. I 
Barbadian • 

' 
., 

llob - ... - Male - - .. Negr@ • - - Coope~· - - ,. - 40 • ·narbadia-n. 
II 

- - -·- ~ 

Read three times, and passed the General Assembly, this seventeenth daj of 
December one thousand e~ght hundred .aijd sixteen. 
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1B.ARBADOES. Read three times, and passed the Council unanimously, this seventeenth day of 
January one thousand eight hundred and seventeen. '·'- '"'-" 

,I 

W. Husbands, 
Deputy Glerk of Council. 

.Return to the House of Assemoly, -on the seventh day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and seventeen, with alterations, and assented to by the House 
the same .day. 

J. R.. Phillips, 
Clerk of General Assembly. 

·Assented to by his Honour the Pi:esident, the ninth day of January -0ne thousand 
eight hundred and seventeen. 

W. Husbands, Deputy Secretary. Jolzn Spooner. 

JAMAICA. 

AN ACT for a more _pa:rticular Return of Slaves in this Island, and the 
Enrolment thereof . 

.JAMAICA. WHEREAS the Legislature of this Island is anxious to show by every means in 
__ ....,1 its power, the most sincere disposition to guard against any possible infringement of 

the laws for abolishing the slave trade, for the evasion of which the return of peace 
may be thought to afford facilities: And whereas; a more particular return 'of the 
slaves in this Island than had hitherto been required by the laws heretofore passed 
for that purpose, and an enrolment thereof, may be advantageous; We, Your Majestis 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Assem~ly of this Your Majesty's Island of Jamaica, do 
most humbly beseech Your Majesty, That it may be enacted; Be it therefore enacted 
bytheGovernor, Council, and Assembly _oftµis Your Majesty's Island, and it is hereby 
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That all and every person and 
persons who shall be present in this Island on the twenty-eighth day of June next 
after the passing of. this Act, and shall then ~e _ in the possession of any s~ave or 
.slaves within the same, whether as owner, mortgagee, trustee, guardian, executor, 
administrator, sequestrator, committee, · receiver, assignee, lessee, attorney, agent, 
,or otherwise howsoever, do and sp.all, on or before the twenty-eighth day of 
September then next, render in to the clerk of the vestry of the parish where such 
slave or slaves so possessed as aforesaid, shall he considered to be most permanently 
settled, worked or employed, a true and perfect list or return in writing, or true· 
and perfect lists or returns in writing of all and every slave and slaves so possessed 
by him, her or them, aJid so settled, wo!ked, or employed within such parish as 
aforesaid; each and every of which lists or returns shall specify in the first place, 
the name or' names of the possessor or possessors as aforesaid, of the ~severQl slaves 
in. such list .or return contained, and the character or capacity in which he, she, or 
they possess the same, whether as owner or otherwise, as hereinafter mentioned;· 
,and in all cases where such possession shall not be as owner, then also the name or 
names of the person or persons for whom or for whose estates or interest such slaves 
are so possessed, and in words at length th-e total number of male slaves, and the 
total number of fem ale slaves contained in every such list or return ; and shall further 
specify in. distinct columns, according to the form in the schedule marked A, 
hereunto annexed, the following particulars, beginning with the list of males, and 
distinguishing them from the list of females ; that is to say, in the first of the said 
,columns, and which shall be entitled, " Names," shall be inserted the name of such 
slave by· which he or she has been usually called or known; - in the second ·of the 
said colu~ns, and which shall be entitled, " Colour," the colour of such slave, that 
is_,· whether Negro, Sambo, Mulatto, Quadroon, or Mustee; in the third of the said 
,columns, and which shall be entitled " Age," the ao-e, or reputed aae of such slave 

d. h b l!:, 
0 ' accor mg to t e est of the know led e or belief of the party, who shall make 
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attestation on oath to the truth of such list or return as hereinafter mentioned ,· · in JAMAI 
h r h f h .d I .CA. t e 1ourt o t e sa1 co umns, and which shall oe entitled, " African, or Creole," '---- ____ 1 

is shall be shown whether such slave is an African or Creole, according to the best v-

of the knowledge or belief of the party making attestation on oath to the truth 
of such list or return as hereinafter mentioned ; and in the fifth of tlie said columns, 
and which shall be entitled, " Remarks," it shall be . shown oppo·site the name of 
each and every slave, the name of the mother of such slave, if the mother be returned 
in the same list or return ; and in all cases where any slave or slaves shall at any 
time within three years next preceding the said twenty-eighth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and _seventeen, have run away from 
the possession of tl1e party or parties making such return as aforesaid~ or from the 
person or persons whom or whose estates they in any manner represent as aforesaid, 
to the best of the knowledge or belief of the party making attestation on oath to 
the truth of such list or return as hereinafter mentioned, and still continue a 
runaway on the said twe_nty-eighth day of June one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen, there shall be stated the name and description of every such runaway 
slave as aforesaid, in like manner as of the other slaves to be included in such list 
or return, and opposite to the name of every · such runaway, who shall then have 
been absent, and of every slave who may be a runaway for the space of three months 
or upwards then next preceding, shall be inserted in the said column, entitled, 
" Remarks, " the word " Runaway." 

Provided always, and it is hereby enacted, that no person or persons in possession 
as tenant or tenants, by parole only, of any slave or slaves on the said twenty-eighth day 
of June, shall be bound to make such return of the same, unless the person ot 
persons from which such slave or slaves are rented or hired shall then be an absentee, 
and unrepresented in this Island by attorney or agent authorized to receive the 
rent, in which cases the tenant or tenants shall be bound to make such return; 
but otherwise, the person or persons hiring out such slave or sl~ves, his or their 
attorney or ag~nt authorized to receive the rent, shall be bound to make such 
return ; and in order to avoid as much as possible all irregularifa~s or mistakes in 
making such lists or returns, a sufficient. number of printed forms, according to the 
Schedule A. hereunto annexed, shall be lodged in due time . before the said twenty
eighth day of June one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, with the several 
clerks of the vestries throughout the Island, and shall be delivered to all persons 
applying for the same, at a price not exceeding five-pence for each sheet, and which 
prmted forms the receiver general is hereby authorized and required to provide at 
the expense of this Island; and the said clerks of *e vestries are authorized and 
required not to receive any returns of slaves, unless the same or th~ l~st sheet of each 
and such lists or Feturns, when such list or return shall consist of more tJian one sheet, 
shall be made upon one of such printed forms, and each sheet shall contain the 
same number of columns, and be headed in the same manner as such printed 
sheet. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the several lists or 
returns of slaves as hereunto required, shall, before t4ey are rendered to the several 
clerks of the vestry, be verified by the oath, or, where the party is a quaker, by the 
solemn affirmation of the person, or one of the persons, if there be more than one, 
making ~uch return; and such oath or affirmation shall be made in writing and 
~mbscribed by the party making the same, and subjoined by the list or return to 
which the same refers; and which oath or affirmation shall be- to the fo~ and 
effect following ; that is to say, 

" I, A. B. do Swear, [or, if a quaker solemnly Affirm,] That the above)ist and 
" return, consisting of [ here insert the number qf sheets] sheets, is a true~ 
'' perfect, and complete List and Return, to the best of my knowledge and 
" belief, in every particular therein mentioned, of all and every slave and slaves 
" possess·ed by me [ here inse~t the name ef any. joint pos.sessor, as ornner, 
" mortgagee, ~c. as the case may be; and where the possession is held 
" otherwise than as owner, add the name of the persop, for whtmi or fqr 
'~ whose estate or interest such possession is held] considered as most pe~ .. 
" manently settled, worked, or employed in the parish of . · • . 
" -on the twenty-eighth day of June one th0usaml, eight hundred and 

·" seventeen, , without fraud, deceit or evasion . 
. " So help me q-op." 

C Which 
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JAMAICA. Which oath or affirmation shall be made before any judge of the supreme or other 
"---v-----✓ of the assize courts of this Island, or any justice of the peace for the parish for which 

the return is intended, and such judge and justices respectively are hereby authorized 
and required to administer the same. 

And be it further enacted, That all and every person and persons who shall be 
present in this Island on the twenty-eighth day of June one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty, and in every third succeeding year, and shall then be in possession of any 
slave or slaves within the same, whether as owner, mortgagee, trustee, guardian, execu
tor, administrator, sequestrator, committee, receiver, assignee, lessee, attorney, agent, or 
otherwise howsoever, do and shall, on or before the twenty-eighth day of September then 
neKt ensuing, render to the clerk of the vestry of the parish where such slave or slaves 
so possessed shall be considered to be most permanently settled, worked, or employed, 
a true and perfect list or return. in wri_ting, according to the schedule qiarked (B.) 
h.ereunto annexeq, which shall state in the first place the total of males and females 
contained in the last return, and show the increase and decrease, if any there be, 
in the same; and shall state the name of every slave constituting part of such 
increase and decrease, beginning with the males, and distinguishing where the 
list of males ends and the list of females begins, and the colour, reputed age, and 
whether African or Creole, in the columns so respectively entitled; and in the 
co1umn entitled " Remarks," the names of the mothers of children, of both 
mother and children in the same list; and as to any runaways for more than three 
months, then next preceding the word " Runaway;" and further, in the case of 
increase, such return · shall state in the column entitled, " Increase" and cause 
thereof, whether the increase has been by birth, acquisitions, or removal from any 
other parish, or the coming back of old runaways; and in case of births, then the 
names of the mothers shall he · specified repectively opposite to the names of the 
children born; and in case the same shall be by acquisition, then it snall be stated 
apposite to the name of every such slave in the said i_~1crease column, in whose and 
in what particular list or return such acquired slave stood enrolled at the last pre-

-ceding period for making returns under this Act, or if born since, then in whose 
:name and in what particular list or return the mother of such newly acquired slave 
stood enrolled at that period ; or should such acquisition have been made of any 
slave -or slaves lawfully imported · into this Island since the last return, then it shall 
be stated in the said increase column that the same was or were so imported, and 
the port or place at which such importation was made, and the name of the vessel 
and master; and if such increase should be by removal merely from any other 
parish of this Island, the slave being in the same possession, then such removal shall 
be ~mentioned in the increase .columns, with the name of the parish from whence 
removed; and should sueh increase have been by the coming back of any runaway 
who may have been absent above three years, then in the said increase column. 
such -coming back of such runaway shall be specified; and in case of decrease, such 
return shall state in the column entitled " Decrease," and cause thereof, opposite 
the ,name of every such slave constituti~g a part of such decrease, whether the 
same shall have been by death, grant, sale, or manumission, or by removal to any 
other parish in the same possession, naming the parish, or by the lapse of three years 
since the first running away of any slave standing enrolled in the last preceding 
return for the same person or persons, or estate; and at the foot of every such 
retum required by this clause, there shall be stated in distinct lines the total 
number of slaves in possession on the twenty-eighth day of June, in the year for 
such return, shall be made also, in like manner, the total number of births and of 
deaths since th~ last retu_rn; and the same shall be verified by o~th ( or . in case of 
a quaker by ~s affirmation) of the person, or one of the persons if there be more 
th_an one, making .such return, to be subscribed by the party, and subjoined to the 
said return, and to he made and taken in the form and manner~ and before the like 
judge~ and justices, as already enacted with respect to the verification of returns to 
be made for the twenty-eighth day of June one thousand ·eight hundred and 
seventeen; ·and every such return so to be made on the twenty-eighth day of Sep
tem~er one t~ous~nd eight hund:ed and twenty, and at any succeeding period for 
making the tnenmal returns reqwred by this clause, if made for any person or persons 
or estate for whom there shall have been no retum made, shall be in e.very particular, 
!18 near as circumstances will amnit, iu · like manner as the return in respect to 
increase for or on account of any person or estate for whom a fonner return shall 
have been made. 
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Provided always1 That te~ants · by pai;Qle Af a~y ~!ave (?~ sl~ves, ~~all ~ot .be bound 
to make the triennial re~urns required · by: ~hi~ clause, exctmt ~~ ~efore ~xcepted in the 
:first clause of this A et ; . but all ~uch trien11:i~l return~ req'!ire~ PY thi~ clau~e in ~espect 
to slaves so held by parole, shall qe m~de as :pequ1r.ed m respect to the retqrn to l:>~ 
made for such slaves, on the twenty~eigh~h day ~f Sep~em~er 01'~ tho'1sand eight 
hundred and sevente~n, by the said fjrs~ cl~use of .thi~ ~et i ~ij~ in ~~4~r to avoid a~ 
muc~ as possible all irregularities and mistakes in m~ki:µg s~cp. ~i;ie1~u~i?,\ retqrn~ as are· 
reqmred by this claµse, the receiver general &hall provide~ at thy expe~s€ of !hi~ 
Island, a sufficient number of printed for!fls accprding to th~ Scnidule rµt1,rked (B.) 
hereunto annexed, to b~ lodged in convenient time before t~e tweµty-eighth day of 
June on~ thousand eight hundred and twenty, and so before the . !w~nty-eighth day 
of June m every sµcceeding period of three years, when such retur:µs ~re to pe m~de:ii 
with the several clerks of the vestries, and which shall be delivered tq all persons 
applying for the same, at a priee not exceeding five-pence for each sh~et ·; an<} th~ 
clerks of the vestries are not to receive any returns of _slaves as by this clause re
quired, unless the same on the last sheet of every such lists or returns, if such list 
or return shall consist of more than one shee~? shall be macJe upon one of such 
printed forms, and each preceding sheet shall contaif! the same number of colmp.ns 
and be headed in the same manner as such printed sheet. · 

AQ.fj be it further enacted ·by the authority afor~s~id~· That t~e first a~d trienµi~! 
return .required to be made according to the provi~ions of this Act, Df tJie sl<J,ves 
belonging to the Crown, and employed about the person ot the 'Governor, shall be 
made and verified on the oath of the private secretary of the Governor, or lieutenant 
Governor, or person so executing for the time being the functions of Governor, under 
a. penalty of one hundred pounds. 

And he it further enacted, That it shall uot be lawful for ~ny clerk of the vestry, 
under ~ ;penalty of five hundred po;unds, to receive any fir,st return or giving-in 
required by this Act, ~£.ter the. twenty-eighth ,<Jay of Septemb .. er o;ne tJ.lousaµ,d 
eight hundred and seventeen, or any triennial ret1:1rn after th,e twenty-ejghth day 
of September~ in the year in which such triennial return shall fall due; except as 
hereinafter next mentioned and provid..ed. 

Provided always, and it is hc.reby .enac,ted, 'fhat in such case where it shall he 
made appear on rnith to the satisfaction of the justices and vestry in vestry assembled, 
at ~ny meeting to be called for the purpose by the CQ.stos or chief magistrate, if 
necessary, at any time on or before the tliirty-first flay of Deceml?er one thousand 
eight hundred and seventeen, in respect to ,the first returns to be mad~ unde;r this 
act, or on or before the thirty-first aay of December in any year in which any 
triennial return shall fall due; in respect t~ such triennial return, th~t through inad
vertence or unavoidable cause there happened to -be no return, or a defectiv~ return, 
it shall and may be lawful for the justices and vestry to order the clerk of -tlie 
vestry then to recejve every such return, or t9 al!}e,nd every Sl).ch ~efeptiyre return. 

JAMJ.I~A. 
~ 

And be it £urther .enacted, 'fh~t every clel!k of the vestry ~h,(!U _jn~_orse <m every 
retum the actual date of its :being filed or lo<rlg,ed with him, a)lQ. $Uch ret_urns shall 
be deemed a public record, and to that purpose his office shatl Qe ta}{~n .to he a, 

public office pf record, and such records shall be und~r -th.e ~ante prQtect,ion (a90p! 

embezzlement, erasure, and injury, as the records in ~he ~ecr~tsi,ry!s o!ace a.re by 
Jar protected ; besides which, if su,.9h injury sha!l arise from the neglig~~c.e or I 

misconduct of the clerk of th~ ves~ry, he sh~~l _m_cur aqd suffer the penalty of 
five hundred pounds for eacµ offence, and b,e in~apa'1le of ·J\ol4ing ;his office. 

And be it fiurther enacted, That ev~ry clerk of the vestry, und~r Jhe pe:aalty 0f 
five hundred pounds, and. incapacity from ~holding his office, . shall, by -th~ first .da.y 
of Eeb:uuary one thousand eight hundred ~and eight~en, cause the said -:fir$ returns 
required by this Ac.t, and ·oy the first day of Feb.ruar.y \I) ~e~ch ye~ next after 
the triennial returns are required .to be mad~ irtto .his . (i)ffi.~e, ~~~~e _aM and every 
mch triennial ..returns Peceived _i:q.to bi's office, to be fairly ~nd faith.fully c9pied i.n a 
neat manner, and as closely as· conweni~nt; ._at the end of which, he shllU. annex an 
affidavit, to be taken and sworn befor.e any judge 0f the ;supreme ceurt, Qr ~of either 
of , the assize courts, or of any Austice of .lthe peace fo:r .th.e p.ar-i~h iP }Vhich such 
return ·-is made, who are respectivelr hereby authorized and requi:r:.ed t@ ltdminister 
an oath in·that respeat, that~suclii copy has been catefully eQpied; _examined with~the 
original returns~ and .is a faithful Jmd true copy thereQf, to -the best of deponent's 
endeavour, knowledge and belief; an.cl shall also annex to such copy, ,a correct 
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JAMAICA. alphabet of the names of the persons for whom the ,return is intended, and at the 
'----.....----- top, and on the back of such return, shall state for what parish, and for what year 

it is the return: which copy so prepared, the said clerk of the vestry, under 
the penalty and incapacity last mentioned, shall, on or before the twentieth day of 
February one tho·usand eight hundred and eighteen for the first returns, and on or 
before the twentieth day of February in each year, next after the triennial returns 
are required to be made in respect to such triennial returns, transmit and cause to be 
carefully delivered to or at the office of the secretary of this Island, when such 
authenticated copy shall be forthwith entered and recorded in a book or books to 
be separately kept for that purpose, in the manner that other instruments are there 
recorded and kept. 

And be it further enacted, That the said secr~tary shall, under the penalty of 
five hundred pounds, on or before the twenty-eighth day of June one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen, in respect to the first returns, and on or before the twenty
eighth day of June in each year, next after the triennial returns are required to be 
made in respect of such triennial returns, fully record, and shall thereafter, and 
after having certified at the back thereof that the same have been recorded by him,. 

,. and the day when received and entered at his office, deliver in all such authentic 
copies so received from the clerks of the vestries, to or at the office of the secretary 
of th~ Governor, or person executing the functions of Governor, to be transmitted 
to His Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonial Department. · 

"4nd be it further enacted, That an extract or copy from any original return 
under this Act recorded in the vestry office, certified under the hand of the clerk of 
the vestry himself, personally, or an extract or copy of any return made under this 
Act from the record thereof in the secretary's office, and certified under the hand 
of the secretary or person officiating for him, or by the oath of a witness who had 
compared the extract or copy with the original return in the vestry office, or with 
the record thereof in the secretary's office, shall be admitted in all courts and places 
as legal evidence, to the extent the original itself would go. 

And be it further enacted, That if any person or per~ons who is or are required 
by this Act to make a return of slave or slaves in his or their possession as aforesaid, 
shall omit or neglect so to do within the time directed or allowed for the same, 
whereby any slave or slaves shall be omitted to be duly returned in the first return, 
or any subsequent triennial return pursuant to this Act, every person so -offending 
shall-for each and every slave who ought to have been returned, and of whom no 
return has been made, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds; and in case of such 
person or persons acting in any ·representative character, making such default or 

, omissi~n, he, she or they shall, besides the sa~d penalty, make good to the real 
owner of such slave or slaves any damages and loss th€reby sustained. 

And ·be it further enacted, That such penalty of one hundred pounds shall be 
recoverable by action of debt commenced in the Supreme Court, but the issue 
therein to be tried in the county where the cause of action shall arise, and when 
recovered; shall be applied one half to the prosecutor, and the other half to His 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of the government of 
this I~land, and the contingent charges thereof. _ 

'4-nd be it further enacted, That upon judgJ!lent being recovered for such penalty, 
an mformation shall be filed in office by His Majesty's attorney genei:al in and for 
the next succeeding grand court, against the slave or slaves, for the commission of 
w~os~ r~turn such penalty shall have been recovered, but the issue joined therein to 
be trie~ m the county where the cause of such action arose, as and for an importation 
of African slaves, contr~ry to the said abolition laws; and the record of such judg
ment _·shall b~ sufijci.ent evidence to maintain the said information ; and to every 
such mf orll!-at10n so filed as aforesaid, it shall _and may be lawful for the person or 
persons ~ga11!-st whom t~e judgment for such penalty has been recovered, to take the 
.defence m his her or their own name or names, or in the name or names of the person 
or person~ for whom he she or they held possession of the slave or slaves left unreturned 
as afores~1d, . or for such :person or persons for whom possession was held, to take the 
defence m his her or their own name or names, and to plead not guilty, and there
under to prove that the slave or slaves included in the said information was not oi: 
were not imported into thi~ Island contrary to the said abolition laws. 



And be it further enacted, That in case the defence to the said information shaU- J AMA IGA 
not have been taken as aforesaid, during the court for which the sam_e is filed, the ~ 
said information shall be continued over until the next grand court; in which court it 
shall and may be lawful for any person claiming any estate or interest in the said 
slave or slaves included in the said information, either in reversion or remainder, or 
other estate expectant upon the determination of the estate of the person for whose 
interest the possession of such slave or slaves was held, or any mortgagee of the said 
slave or slaves, or any judgment~ creditor of the person or persons or estate, for whose 
interest such possession was held, to take the defence of such information, by leave of 
the judges of the said supreme court ; and it shall be lawful for the pers~m so taking 
the <lefonce of the said information to :elead not guilty thereto, and thereunder to 
prove that the said slave or slaves included therein was or were not imported contrary 
to the said abolition laws, and was or were subject to such right, title· or interest aR 

_they claim therein. 

And be it further enacted, That if upon the trial of any such information as 
aforesaid, a verdict shall be found, and judgment thereupon given for the defendant, 
the slave or slaves included in the said information, or such or so many of them for 
which such verdict ai1d judgment for the defendant shall be found and given, shall 
be held and enjoyed in the same estate as before the trial of the said information, 
and the original return and the record thereof shall thereupon be amended, or a new 
return made thereof, and recorded, as need may be, under an qrder of the judges of 
the court in which the issue was tried : Provided always, that when it shall appear 
_that the person or persons for whose interest possession of such slave or slaves was 
held, was entitled to the same under a ' particular estate only, and the defence of 
the _said information shall have been taken- under the proviso aforesaid, by the person 
or persons next in reversion or remainder, or expectancy, such_ pers~n .or persons 
shall forfeit his -or their particular ~state, right, title or interest in the said _slave 
,or ~laves, and the same shall immediately vest in the person or persons in rever
.sion or remainder, or expectancy, as if such reversion, remainder or ~xpectancy had 
vested in possession in them in due course of law. 

And be it further enacted, That if judgment for the crown be had .. in such infor
mation by default or verdict, the slave or slaves who shall be the subject thereof 
shall be treated and disposed pf as if they had been imported contrary -to the abolition 
faws aforesaid, and under the regulations of the said laws ; and for that purpose 
the judges of the supreme court, or justices of assize, shall give notice to the 
governor, or person executing the functions of governor, as soon as such verdict or 
~udgment for the crown shall .have passed, and .shall make such order for the produc
tion and delivery over, if needful, of the slave or slaves, the subject thereof, as to 
them shall seem expedient and necessity may require. 

And be it further Enacted, That the secretary of this Islan'<l shall be paid by the 
public for recording the authentic copies of the returns aforesaid, at and after the 
rate he is entitled to charge for recording the deeds, and by the person requiring the 
same, for every copy or extract at and after the rate he is now entitled to charge for 
,copies and extracts of dee.ds out of his -office; and every clerk of the vestry shall in 
-like manner be paid by the public at and after the rate of one shilling and eight
pence for every one hundred and sixty words, every figure to he counted a word, for 
making the authenticated copy or copies of returns hereby required ; and for filing· 
such original returns, and granting a receipt for the same, which he is hereby re
quired to give to the party making the return, if demanded, the sum of one shilling 
and three-pence; and by the party requiring a copy or extract, at the same rate as 
allowed to the secretary for such copies and extracts. 

And wJ1ereas it may happen that omissions or irregularities may occur · in respect 
t o such returns as by this Act required, through accident or unavoidable impediment, 
and for the remedying of which, under certain circumstances, it may be expedient to 
allow some further t ime after the said thirty-first day of October one thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen, in respect to the first returns 'to be made under this Act, 
and after the thirty-first day of October in any year in which any triennial return is 
to be made; Be it further Enacted', That if any person or persons required to make 
a return of slave or slaves under this Act, or any person or persons for whose account 
or interest a return of any slave or slaves ought to have been made, shall apply by 
petition, to the governor, lieutenant governor, or person executing the functions of 
g overnor, and maki it appear to his satisfaction that the non .. delivery of any such 

338. D return, 



r. 

11"' 

I, 

1\11 

I! 
,rl 
IJ 

r 
11 
I 

:n:vurrror 

return, or any omission!or irregularity~ therein, if any return shall have been rendered, 
has arisen from accident or some unavoidable impediment, or from some other cause 
.which may appear to him as a satisfactory ground for complying with the request of 
.the party to have such omission or irregularity rectified, and that the same has not 
arisen from any wilful delay or default, the said governor, lieutenant governor, or 
person executing the functions of governor, at .any time on or before the thirty-first 
day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
in re·spect to the first returns required to be made by this Act, and at any time on 

.or before the thirty-first day ,of December, in any year next succeeding that in which 
· the triennial returns are required to be made in respect _ to .such triennial returns~ 
·may make an order in writing, subscribed by him, and addressed to the clerk of the 
vestry of the parish to which such return shall properly belong, commanding him to 
-receive such omitted return or amended return, as the case may be, and to keep the 
:<Same, together with the said order to him addressed, as a record in his office ; and 
-the said clerk of the vestry shall, within fourteen days after the receipt thereof, trans
·mit a copy of such return, and also of the said order, to the office of the secretary of 
-this Island, attested _in like manner as is required for the copy of the · original returns 
-0f his parish ; and the secretary of the Island shall record the same, and transmit 
:.such copy by him received, within fourteen days after his receipt thereof, with the 
date of his receipt and inrolment th~!eof, indorsed by him, to the office of the gover .. 
nor's secretary, to be forwarded to His Majesty's secretary of state for the colonial 
department, in like manner as the copy of the former returns of the same parish: 
Provided always, that all expenses of receiving, r~cording, . and copying such omitted 

70r amended return, and the order for receiving the same, shall be paid by the party 
applying for and obtaining such order, to the respective officers entitled to the same, 

.. at the same rates hereinbefore established for such proceedings in the first instance. 

And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any omission .or irregularity 
_has been certified as aforesaid, according to the powers hereinbefore given in such 
-respects, any party against whom any prosecution shall be pending for a forfeiture. 
--On account of such omission or irregularity, when judgment shall not have been 
actually executed, and any defendant to any infonnation filed as aforesaid, where-
.upon judgment shall not already have passed for the crown, may apply to the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, and such court shall and may make an order for the staying or 
.discontinuing or vacating of such proceedings, upon payment by the party applyi11:g 
tOf the full costs out of purse, as well of the informant as of the crown, if any 
.incurred. · 

And he it further enacted, That if any person who shall knowingly and wilfully 
.make any false oath or affirmation to any of the mattets or things by this act required 
-.to be so verified, or shall so corruptly procure or suborn any person or persons t0 
,swear or affirm falsely in any such oath or affirmation, shall, on being duly convicted 
,thereof, suffer such punishment as is inflicted by the laws -0f England · for such 
.offences. · · 

A:nd be it ftlrther enacted, That the sev~ral penalties h~reby imposed, the recovery 
·whereof is not already provided for, shall be recoverable by _action of debt, bill, 
plaint or information commenced in the Supreme Court, and the issue tried in th_e 
,county where the ca:use of action .shall arise, wherein no essoign, wager of law, or 
non vult ulterius pr.osequi shall be allowed, one half of which penalties shall go to 
-the informer, or him, her, or them who shall sue for the same, and the other 
moiety to the use of His _Majesty, his heirs and s~ccessors, for and towards-the support 
.of the government of this Island, and the contmgent charges the:reof. 

And be .it further enacted, That- all returns, receipts, papers, and proceedings 
,whats0eyer made n_ecessa1y by this a~~, shall .be exempt fron1 all stamp duty. . 

SCHEDULE 



S C H E D UL E (A.) 

A RETURN of Slaves in the Parish of 
of as on the 
in the year of our LorJ 

N ames. Colour. Age. African, or Greoile. 

f ern :iles -

J .~:vI:HC~\. 
~ 

in the possession 
day of · 

REMARKS. 

Females. 

TOTAL. 

"' I, A. B. do Swear, [ or, if a Quaker solemnly Afl-irm,J That the above 
'' List and Return, consisting of sheets, is a true, perfect, and 
" complete List and Return to the best of my knowledge and belief, in every 
" particular therein mentioned, of all and every Slave and Slaves possessed 
'' by me, as _ considered as most permanently settled, worked, 
" or employed in the parish of on the twenty-eighth 
" day · of June one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, without fraud, 
" deceit, or evasion." 

Sworn before me, this day of 

S C H E DU LE (B.) 
A R E T U R N of Slaves in the Parish of 

of a.s on the 
_in the year of our Lord 

Na.mes. Colour. 
II 

Age. 
African, 

-REMARKS. 
II or Creole. Ii 

II 

2\L.des - - I! 

1 'emal ~5 .. - -

I 

Ii 
;1 

II 

11 

II 

II 
II 

" So help me GOD.'' 

in the possession 
day of 

.l\la.les, uy last lleturn. 

females. 

ToTAL, by last Heturn. 

lucre use, I Decrease, 
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'' I, A~ B. do Swear, .[ or, if a · Quaker solemnly Affirm,] That the above 

" List and Return, consisting of sheets, is a true, perfect, and 
" complete List and Return, to the best of my knowledge and beliet~ in every 
'' particular therein mentioned, of all and every Slave and Slaves possessed 
" by me, as . considered as most permanently settled, worked, 
" or employed in the parish of on the 
'' day of in the year of our Lord 
" without fraud, deceit, or evasion. 

" So help me GOD." 
Sworn before me, this day of 

Passed the Council, this fourth day of December one thousand eight _hundred 
and sixteen. TV. Bulloclc; Clerk of Committee. 

I Consent, this eleventh day of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen. lvlanchester. 

Passed the Assembly, this twenty-ninth day of November, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixteen. James Lewis, (Speaker.) 

Vera copia exten. 
W. Bullock, Sec. 

JAMAICA ISLAND ACT. 

A Copy of an ACT in furtherance of the Provisio:is of the Abolition Lawf 
within this Island. 

WHEREAS by an Act of the British Parliament, -passed in the forty-seventh 
·year of His present Majesty's reign, intitulE!d, " An Act for the AbolitiQn of 
" the Slave Trade,': the African slave trade, and all dealing in the purchase or 

.. sale of slaves or other persons intended to be used or dealt with as such, in, to, at 
or fro1n Africa, or any island, country, territory or place in the West Indies or 

- America, not belonging to His Majesty, was abolished, prohibited, and declared 
-unlawful : And whereas by another Act of the said British Parliament, passed in the 
fifty-first year of His present Majesty's reign, intituled, " An Act for rendering 
" more effectual an Act mac_e in the forty-seventh year of His Majesty's reign, 
H intituled, " An Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade," the carrying on the 
said trade or being engaged therein in the ways therein mentioned, was declared to 
·be felony, and punishable as such according to law : May it therefore please Your 
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and 

· Assembly of this Your Majesty's Island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same, That it .was and is unlawful to buy or _ sell in this Island, or 
to hold in slavery there, any African or -other person or persons who after the 
passing of the said first recited Act was or were imported into this Island contrary 
·to the intent and meaning of the said Act, if any such ever was or were so imported 
into this Island. · 

And be it further enacted, That no estate, right, title, property· or interest w1iat
soever, at l~w or in equity, of, in, or to any African, or other person or persons 
unlawfully imported from and after the passing of this Act (if any such there shall 

.,happen to be) can, shall, or may accrue to or vest in any person or persons whom-
&oe~er, or be created or transferred, or pass by sale or mortgage, gift, grant or 
othe1: voluntary alienation, or by judgment at law, deGree :or execution, or by 
marriage, succession, inheritance, will, devise, administration, or otherwise howso .. 
ever; and that every such will or other instrument, wherepy any such African or 
other :r:erson or persons shall be conveyed, devised, transferred- or disposed of, or 
otherwise attempted so to be, or wherein the same shall be mentioned or compre
hended ~s a slave or slaves, shall be, as to such African or other person or persons, 
and the issue of the females of such African or other person or persons, utterly void 
and of none effect. 
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and .. after the JAMAICA· 
passing of this Act) if any person or persons shall knowinglf and wilfully keep, ~--...J 

hold or detain, or attempt to keep, hold or .detain in slavery, or treat as a slave, any 
• African or other person unlawfully imported as aforesaid, or shall knowingly and 
wilfully hire, employ, harbour or entertain, or in anywise have in his her or their 
possession, or suffer to remain or ~bid~ on ~his he~ or thei: settle:ment or' property, 
or on any settlement or property m lus her or their possess-wn, or under his her or 
their care or ;management as ·attorney, agent, executor, administrator, guardian, 
mortgagee in possession, trustee., overseer, or otherwise, any such African or other 
person or persons (},S aforesaid, every such person so offending shall on conviction 
forfeit for ev~ry African or ot_her person, -the subject of such offence, the sum of 
one hundred and forty pounds cµrrent money of this Island ; one moiety thereof to 
the use of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the support of the government 
?I this Island, and the other moiety thereof to Sl!.Ch person. or persons who shall 
mform and prosecute for the same ; and shall also be comm-itted to the common 
·gaol for any time not exceeding twelve months. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the 
passing of this Act, it may and shall ·be lawful for any one of His Majesty's justices 
of the peace i~ ~n1 of t~e _ parishes or pre~iricts of this Island, up~n inf~rmation, 
complamt or susp1c10n verified by the affidavit of one or more credible witness or 
witnesses, to his her or their knowledge or belief, to be sworn befor~ ~ny of His 
Majesty's justices of the peace, or any judge or judges of the supreme or assiz~ 
court~ of this Island, that any African or other person or persons unlawfully iniporte4 
as aforesaid, is or are hired, employed, harbourfd or entertained by, or is or are 
in ·anywise in the possession of any person or persons, or suffered to remain or abide 
O!} any settlement or property belonging to or in the possession or under the care 
or management of any person or persons as before mentioned, in his respective parisli 
or precinct, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, to associate with 
'himself two other justices of the peace of the same parish or precinct, who together 
shall inquire into the grounds. of the said information or complaint, . or of the sus- · 
picion as aforesaid ; and in case such information or complaint, or such suspicion 
shall appear to be probable and well founded, shall cause the person or persons 
informed against or complained of, or so suspected, to be summoned to be and 
.appear before them, · at some time and place in such summons to be· specified, to 
· answer to such information or complaint, or to be examined on the subject of such 
-suspicion as aforesaid, and also all. other persons necessary to give evidence concern .... 
· ing the matters charged in such information or complaint, or the subject of such 
suspicion as aforesaid, to be examined touching their knowledge of the same ; 
and the person or persons so informed against, complained of, or suspected, 
· shall be enjoined and commanded by the said summons to produce at the same 
time and place before such· justices so associated, all and every or any such 
African or other person or persons as he she or they shall have . in his· her or 
their possession, as a slave or slaves, or hired, employed, harboured, or entertained 
by him her or them, or in anywise abiding or being on his her or their settlement 
or property, or on any settlement or property in his her or their possession in the right pf 
·any other person, or under his her or their care or management as aforesaid; and in case 
it shall appear on such examination and inquiry a·s aforesaid, to the satisfaction of the 
· said justices, that ·such African or other person or persons hath or have been unlawfully 
imported from Africa or elsewhere, · contrary to any of the prohibitions or provisions in 
this Act or the said recited Acts contained, and have been sold or disposed of within 
the said Island as a slave or slaves, or placed, detained and kept in a state of slavery, 
such African or other slave or slaves shall, for the purpos~ of condemnation merely; be 
deemed, taken and adjudged to be unlawfully imported slaves, and. be liable to for
feiture in such and the sa~e way as if they had been proceeded against and adj'udged 
-liable to forfeiture under the said fast recited Act ; and the said justices sliall ac
.cordingly proceed to condemn such Atrican .or other slave or slaves as forfeited to 
His Majesty, nevertheless for such purposes only as are mentioned and contained in 
_the said first recited Act concerning slaves and nativ~s of Africa s~ized and condemned 
under the provisions of that Act. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afores-aid, That in .case any person 
against whom any such information shall be laid, an_d who shaU be summoned as 
aforesaid, shall keep his or her gates shut, or shall keep liim ~or herself out of the 
.way, or secrete him or herself, ·so tp.at .that the officer dire.cted to execute the . said 
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summons, ·shall not be 'able to serve the same personally; the affixing a copy thereof 
to the gate, or the leaving out such copy at the . dwelling-house of such person, shaH. 
( due -proof thereof being made upon affidavit) be taken as a service thereof, and 
be deemed to be as good and valid in the law as if the original thereof had been ex
hibited to the person named therein. 

And be it_ further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it may and shall be 
lawful for the three justices of the peac.e associated as aforesaid, in case such person or 
persons informed against, complained of or suspected as aforesaid, shall not appear 
before them at the time and place required by the summons aforesaid, upon due· 
proof on oath being made of the service thereof as aforesaid, to issue their warrant to 
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, or any lawful constable, for the appre-. 
bending and_ bringing before them such person or persons, or to proceed in the 
examination of, and adjudication upon the information or complaint, in the absence 
of the party complained of as aforesaid, as in their discretion shall seem fit. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases wherein any 
such African or other person or per~ons as ~foresaid shall be refused or neglected to 
be brought before the three justices associated in the manner before directed, by any 
person or persons hiring, employing, harbouring or entertaining, or having such 
African or other person or persons in his her or their possession, or suffering such 
African or other person or persons to remain or abide in his her or their settlement 
or property, or on any settlement or property in his her or their possession in the 
right of any other person, _or under his her or their care or management, when re
quired so to do by any summons as aforesaid, or otherwise commanded by such 
justices as aforesaid, it may and shall be lawful for the said justices, and they ar~ 
hereby required to issue their warrant for the apprehending and bringing before them 
all such .African or other person or persons as aforesaid, concerning whom such in.
formation or complaint as aforesaid shall have been made, or such suspicion as afore
said shall lie, or who shall in anywise appear to such justices to be on any settlement 
or property belonging to any such person or persons as aforesaid, or in his her or 
their possession, or under his or their care or management; which warrant shall be 
directed to the provost marshal or any of his lawful deputies, or any lawful cpnstable, 
who are hereby directed and enjoined to execute the same. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or 
persons shall not on demand made, open his, her, or their gates to any deputy 
marshal, or any constable charged with any such warrant as aforesaid, it shall and 
may be lawful for any such deputy .marshal or constable, (but nevertheless in the 
presence and under the direction of a justice of the peace,) t'o break open the same 
gates, in order to apprehend any African or other person or persons, concerning 
whom such information or complaint as ·aforesaid shall have been made or such sus
picion shall lie ; and such person or persons shall forfeit each the sum of one hundred 
and forty pounds for eveqr African or other person or persons so proved to have been 
hired, employed, harboured, or entertained by or in anywise in his, her, or their pos-. 
session, or suffered to remain or abide on his, her, or their settlement er property, or 
on any settlement or property in or under his, her, or their possession, care, or· 
management in the right of any other person, co~trary to the true intent and meaning· 
of this Act, and who shall not be produced as hereinbefore directed; and in 
case any person or persons shall otherwise resist any such o:ffic~r in apprehending 
and taking up any such African or other person or persons as aforesaid, under the. 
authority hereby given, and according to the meaning of this Act, every such person 
so offending, shall forfeit the sum of one hundved and forty pounds for every such 
offence ; and the justices aforesaid are hereby authorized and empowered to commit 
the offender or offenders to the common gaol of the county wherein the offence shal~ 
have been committed, there to remain without bail or mainprize until he, she, or they 
shall have duly paid the several penalties incurred as aforesaid, which penalties 
shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards the support of 
the governinent of this Island. . 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, . That in order to prevent ~ny 
doubts arising, whether the aforesaid mentioned proceedings under the authority of 
this Act shall be considered as a criminal or a civil process ; and in order to sustain 
the legality of any warrant issued to apprehend or commit such person or persons as 
shall offend herein, it is hereby declared, that every such process is and shall be taken 
to be of a criminal nature; and that any such particular description as shall be $~ffi-
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cient to ascertain the person of apy such African, or .other person or persons unlaw- ' AM.!ICA. 
fully imported as aforesaid, or ,to discriminate such f~·om any others, shall be deemed -~ 
a sufficient specification of any such African or other person or persons, in any 
warrant issued under ancl hy virtue of this Act : Provided alway~, that if any levy 
be made or judicial or mesne process executed in any civil cause; on occasion of the 
execution of any warrant issued by virtue of this Act, every such levy, , and the ex-
.ecution of every such process, shall be null and void to all in.tents and purposes ; and 
that every person making such levy, or executing or attempting to execµte apy such 
process, shall be liable to answer for the same in damages to the party aggrieved 
thereby. · 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in any proceedings under · 
the authority of this Act, it shall be lawful for the parties, the subjects thereof, if 
desirous of so doing, to appeal from the decision of any justice of the peace associ ... 
ated as aforesaid, before whom shall have been tried any question touching any African 
or other person or persons held or detained in slavery as aforesaid, to the governor, 
lieutenant governor, or person exercising the .functions of governor for the . time 
being of this Island in council, or giving notice to that effect to such justices with
in the space of · fourteen days next after such decision shall be made ; and such jus
tices are hereby required on .receiving such notice, to transmit ot c;mse to be trans
mitted forthwith, true copies of all such ·examinations and proceedings as have been 
had and taken in any such question, certified under their respective hands and seals 
to the governor, lieutenant governor, or person exercising the functions of governor; 
whereupon he shall cause notice to be served upon the person or persons claiming 
any such African or other person or persons as aforesaid, and all other proper .and 
necessary parties to appear before him in council, together with such African or 
other person · or persons for examination by an early day to be for that purpose 
appointed ; and the said governor, lieutenant governor, or person. exercising the 
functions of governor in council, shall make such orders and regulations as shall 
.seem ~ eet and expedient for safe custody, and disposal and, support of any such 
A frican or other person or persons, the subject of ,any such question as aforesaid, 
until the same shall be finally determined, and shall afterwards examine into the de
cision of the said justices, and shall make such order therein as shall seem just ·and 
proper. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every per~on who shall 
he summoned to appear as a witness in pursuance of this Act, and who shall fail to 
appear at the time and place set forth in such summons as aforesaid, cont;r~ary to the 
t rue intent and meaning of this Act, · shall, upon due proof upon oath being ma~e 
,of the service thereof, forfeit the sum of fifty pounds for ,every such offence. 

And it is hereby further enacted and declared by the authority aforesaid, That 
.every person who shall b.ond ftde attend, or be bond fide on !us way to attend, 'or on 
his return from attending any justice or justices of the peace, by vi,rtne of ahy sum
mo:qs for any <>f the .purp0ses of this Act, shall be entide9- -to .an.d receive tl1e 
like privilege from arrest or detention · under any civil . process what~oever; as any 
suitor, party or w~tness attending any court is by law entitled to receiye i and if 
therefore any pe~son shall be so arrested or detained, any · judge of the suprenie 
.court of jndicatqre of tl\is Island, or justice of assize, on its being made to appe~r 
. t o his satisfactio.n that such persons so arrested or detained did bona firJ;e attend, or 
·was bond fide on hi~ way t9 attend, or on his return from attending, any jus~ice or 
j ustices of the peace, hy virtue of any s~mmons, for arty of the purposes of th~s Act, 
~h~l~ and be and is h~reby req~ired forthwith to discharge the .person so a:rrested <?r 
.detamed. · 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That .every person._ :so 
.summoned as a witness, or who shall appear voluntar.ily ·before the said justices as .a 
witness, and shall .thereafter refuse to be e~amined upon oath touc4ing 1the m~tters 
and things in question :before such justices, , they the ~aid justices are ~ hereby 
authorized and . empowered to commit the offender or -0ffenders ~o ~he ,common gaol 
,of the cm.mty wherein the offence ~hall ha-ve been co;mJ:nitt~~~ a$ .for a co~te~pt .of 
court, for a period not exceeding three months, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid; That .in cas.e any person so 
summoned, or appearing befo~e· the .said justices to give . eviden.ce as aforesaid, shwl_l 
on examirui,tion be-guilty of any false or wilful prev.aricating, he or the.y being th~re.of 
lawfully cor;ivicted, shall jncur and suffer the pains and penalties inflicted by law on 

~nR. ___ ·- ~u~ _ 
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such persons as shall commit, or shall suborn any person to commit unlawful and 
corrupt perjury. _, , . 

And be' it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That after any condemnation 
of any African, or other person or persons unlawfully imported as aforesaid, 
under the provisions of the said recited Acts or of this present Act, the justices by 
whom such condemnation shall be made, shall certify the same to the governor, or 
person exercising the functions of governor of this Island, to the end that such 
African, or other person or persons unlawfully imported, may be dealt with according 
to the provisions of the said first recited Act in such cases. · 

And be it further enacted by the ~uthority aforesaid, That from and after the 
passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any negro arriving in any ship or vessel 
from any port without the said Island, in any port or place within the same, otherwise 
than as hereinafter is mentioned and permitted, to land without a permit in writing 
from the naval officer, or his deputy, of such port where the ship or vessel shall have 
arrived, ( except such seafaring negroes as shall be bond fide employed as mariners on 
board such ship or vessel,) on pain, if free, of being liable to be apprehended by any of 
His Majesty's subjects, and of being committed by any justice of the parish wherei~ 
the offence shall be committed, to close confinement in any of the gaols of this Island 

· for any period not exceeding three months, or if not free, of being committed ·by 
. ~my justice to the nearest public workhouse, and to be there kept for safe custody and 
protection for a space of time not less than three months, and for · the purpose of 
further proceeding in their behalf as they shall seem expedient, and circmnstance_s 
may require ; and in all such_cases the like reward and charges shall be allowed to all 
persons taking up any such negro or negroes so transgressing, as are allowed fo! 
taking up ru"Qaways by the laws now in force respecting runaway slaves. , 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the 
passing of this. Act, the master or commander of any ship, vessel, or boat which 
shall arrive in any port of this Island from any port without the same, ( except any 
ship, vessel, .or boat of His Majesty) shall immediately on his arrival declare upon 
oath in . writing to the naval officer, or his deputy, of such port, whether there is or 
are to ~he best . of his knowledge any negro or negroes, or any slaves on board his 
vessel, not being a negro or negroes, or slave or slaves bond fide belonging to his 
said vessel, and employed in navigating the same ; and in his said declaration shall 
~pecify the number and sex or sexes of such negroes and such slaves, if any there be 
on board his said yessel, the place or places where they were taken on board, and 
in cases of slaves, the n_ame or names of their respective owners or proprietors, an~ 
such further particulars concerning them and each of them as shall have come to hi~ 
knowledge ; and shall also at the same time render on oath to the said naval officer 
or his deputy, an ·account and list _in writing of all such seafaring negroes and slaves 
on board the said ship, vessel or ·Qoat, as belong thereto and are employed in 
navigating the same: . · · 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ~he master or com~ 
, mander of any such ship; vessel, or boat so a:rriving as aforesaid, who shall :ref1:,1se or 

neglect· to make such . declaration on oath, or to render such account and list on 
. oath as aforesaid, shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of one hu~dred 
. and forty pounds for each and every such negro or other slaye who shall have been on 
board· at the time of the arrival of such ship, vessel, or boat as. aforesaid, orie moiety 
whereof shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the support of the 
government of this Island, and the other moiety to the informer or informers, who 
shall sue for the same, to be recovered before · any hvo magistrates acting in and 
for the parish in which such offence sha11 have been committed; and that it -shall 
be lawful for the collector and comptroller of the· custom~ of the port, and of .the 
naval officer or his deputy, where such ship, vessel., or boat shall have arrived, and 
they are hereby required and enjuined to detain such ship; vessel, or boat as aforesaid 
· until the same shall have been paid. 

· -!\.nd be. i~ fqrth~r enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawfD:l 
- for any master or commander of any such ship, vessel, or boat arriving in any port of 
this Island from any port wit!10ut the same, to land or suffer to be landed any negro 
or negroes, or any slave or slaves not -being a negro or negroes, slave or slaves bona 

.ftde belonging to the said ship, and employed in navigating the same (in which ca~e 
all such negroes and slaves shall be under the regulations and restrictions herein

before 



before provided and declared for seafaring negroes and slaves employed in navigating 
vessels to and from this Island,) without a permit in writing from the naval officer 
or his deputy of such port where he shall have arrived, under the pain of forfeiting 
the sum of one hundred and forty pounds for every such negro or slave so landed; 
one moiety of which penalty shall be to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and · 
towards the support of the government of this Island, . and the other moiety to the, 
informer who shall sue for the same, and of suffering the further punishment of 
imprisonment, not exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize, in the -oom~on 
gaol$ on con.viction of such offence before any three magistrates of the parish or 
precinct wherein it shall be committed. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any such master or' 
commander, or other person or persons as aforesaid, shall be guilty of any false and 
wilful prevaricating in taking the oaths aforesaid, or shall unlawfully and corruptly 
procure or suborn any person to take the said oath falsely, he or she being thereof 
duly convicted; shall for every such offence incur the pains and penalties i!}flicted by 
law on all such persons as shall commit wilful perjury, or shall procure or suborn any 
person to commit any wilful or corrupt perjury. . . 

And be it further ena~ted by the authority aforesaid, That the naval officer, or his . 
lawful deputy, of the several ports of this Island, s4all be entitled, for taking the de- . 
claration of the master or commander of any ship·, vessel or boat, and the account and -
list as aforesaid, and for administering the several oaths by this Act required, ( which 
-oaths they or eith~r of them are hereby authorized and empowered to administer,) an~ 
for making out and granting the permit in writing for landing any such negro or 
negroes, or slave o.r slaves as aforesaid, to demand a fee of ten shillings for every. 
such negro or slave so permitted to be landed, to be paid by the person applying for 
the same, before such negro or negroes, _slave or slaves shall be landed; which fees 
shall be in full compensation to such naval officer and his deputies for the additional 
duty imposed on them by this Act. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the naval officer, or his 
deputy, of the several ports of this Island, shall not grant to any master or com- · 
mander of any ship, vessel or boat so arriving as aforesaid, any permit before such 
declaration on oath has been made by the mas_ter as is hereinbefore mentioned, under 
the penalty of one hundred and forty pounds for every negro or other slave, to be ; 
recovered in the supreme court, or either of the courts of assize in this Island; such 
penalty to be to the use of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the support of 
the government of this Island. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any attempt shall 
be made by any person or persons fraudulently and clandestinely to land any negro 01· . 

negroe~, or any slave or slaves from on board any ship or vessel in any port, har")' 
hour, bay or creek, .or elsewhere .on the sea-coast of this Island, contrary to the said 
recited Acts or this present Act, it 'shall and may be lawful to and for any of His 
Majesty's subjects, and he and they is and are hereby required to seize and appre
hend any such negro or negroe~, slave or slaves, and to carry him and them before 
the nearest magistrate, who shall associate with himself two other justices of the same 
precinct, and who together shall examine into the fact of such attempt to land such 
negro or negroes, slave or slaves, and on due proof thereon, ( unless the same shall 
well and satisfactorily appear to have been caused by shipwreck or other unavoidable 
or irresistible necessity,) the said justices shall forthwith adjudge and condemn such 
negro or negroes as unlawfully imported slaves, and as forfeited to the crown, in the 
manner and for the purposes before directed, in respect to natiyeS' of Africa or others 
unlawfully obtained in slavery, and condemned as slaves forfeited to His Majesty by 
virtue of the said. recited Ac~s and of this present Act. . 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where any 
African or other person or persons ·shall be finally condemned as slaves to · His Ma
jesty's use under the pr~visions of this Act, there shall be paid by the receiver general 
of this Island, .or his lawful deputy, to the person or persons who shall inform against 

_ any one offending against the same, so as to lead to his or her conviction, the sum of 
fifty pounds of current -money of this Island, for every African or other person that 
shall be so condemned as aforesaid; and the said justices shall, upon every such con
demnation being made under the authority of this Act, issue an order ·under their 
respective hands and seals, qirected to the said receiver general, or his lawful deputy, 
for the payment of all such sum and sums of .m~mey, by way of bounty . as aforesaid, 
;to which the person or persons there.in named shall or may be respectively entitled. 
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And be it 'further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or persons 
shall at any time be sued or prosecuted for any thing by him or them done. or 
executed in pursuance and under the authority of this Act, such ~ction or prosecution 
shall be commenced within three months next after the offence shall have been com-
mitted, and that the defendant or defendants therein may plead the general issue 
'' not guilty,'_' and give this act and the special matter in evidence at any trial to be 
had thereupon, and that the same was done in pursuance and under the authority of 
this act; and if the same shall appear to have been so done, that the jury shall fincl 
a v€rdict for the defendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff or plantifts sh&ll become 
nonsuit, or suffer a · discontinuance of his her or their action, or if a verdict shall 
pass against the plaintiff or plaintiffs-, the defendant or defendants shall have treble 
costs, and have the like remedy for the same as any defendant or defendants hath or 
have for costs of suit in any other cases by law. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no writ shall be sued 
out against, nor any copy of any process at the suit of a subject shall be served on 
any justice of the . peace, or any person acting under his orders or directions, for any 
thing by him or them done in pursuance of this act, or in the execution of or by 
reason of the powers given them by this act, u:h~il notice in writing ~f such intended 
writ or process shall have been delivered to him or them, or left at the usual place of 
his abode, by the attorney or agent for the party who intends to sue, or cause the 
same to be sued out or served, at least one calendar month before the suing out or 
serving the same; in which notice shall be clearly and e4plictly contained the cause of 
action which such party hath or claimcth to have agajnst such justice of the peace~ 
or other person acting under his order or directions as aforesaid; on the back of which 
notice shall be indorse9- the name of such attorney or agent, together with the place 
~f h~s abode; and no plaintiff shall recover any verdict against such justice, or any 
person ~,eting under his order or directions as aforesaid, in any case where the action 
shall be grounded, or any thing by ~im or them done under or in pursuance or in 
execution, or by reason of the powers by this act given to him or them, unless it is 
prove'd upon trial of such action that such notice was given as aforesaid; but in 
default thereof, such justice, or other person acting under his or their orders or· 
dirnction, as aforesaid, shall recover a~verdict and costs as aforesaid ; and no evidence 
shall be permitted to be given by the plaintiff on the trial of any such action as 
aforesaid, of any cause of action, except such as is contained in the nqtice hereby 
directed to be given as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case any justice 
of the peace, clerk of the peace, provost marshal, deputy marshal, gaol-keeper, 
constable, naval officer, or his deputy, or any other person by whom any thing is 
directed by this act to be done and performed, shall refuse to perform, · or shall 
neglect his duty in any thing required by this act to be done, for which default no 
penalty is herein before provided, every · such person so offending shall forfeit the 
sum of fifty pounds for every such neglect or refusd. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases wherein 
~ny penalty in this act mentioned is directed to be recovered before any justice or 
justices of the peace, such justice or justices are hereby empowered and enjoined to 
cmmnit the off ender or offenders on conviction to the common gaol, there to remain 
without bail or mainprize until such penalty or penalties shall be duly paid; and 
that all penalties not herein directed how they shall be recovered, shall be recovered 
in the supreme court of judicature,. or in the co1:ut of assize of this Island, by 
actions of debt, bill, plaint or information, wherein, as also in all actions or suits 
brought for penalties hereinbefore expressly directed to. be recovered in the supreme 
court or courts of excise, ·no essoign, protection, wager of law, imparlance, or in~ 
junction shall be granted or allowed, or non vult ulterius prosequi be entered. 

Passed this CounciJ, 12th December one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 
· W. Bullock; Clerk of Council. 

, I Conse~t, this 19th day of December one thousand eight hundred and sixteen .. 
Manchester. · 

· Passed the Assembly this 2d day of December one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen. . ., · James Lewis, (Speaker.) 

Vera copia exten. 

Jif7. Bulloclc, · Sec. 
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D THE .· REATME OF SLAVE'S~ 

SAINT VINCEN·T, 

A BILL for establishing a Registry of Negro and other Slaves, in the ST. VINCENT. 
Island of Saint Vincent and its Dependencies. v---

W HERE AS it is expedient that a periodical return of the severa:l negro and Preamble 
other slaves in. these Islands should be made from time to time, for the purpose of ' 
ascertaining the numbers and identifying the pe!sons of such negro and other slaves, 
and their progressive increase and decrease: And whereas such returns, will be best
accomplished by means of a Public Registry being established for the registration 
and enrolment of the several negro .and other slaves, in manner hereinafter 
mentioned : May it therefore please Your most ·Excellent Majesty; - that it be 
enacted, and be it enacted by Your Majesty's Governor, Council ancl Assembly of this 
your Island of Saint Vincent and its dependencies ; and it is hereby enacted and Clause 1 st, ~ 
ordained by the authority of the same, . That from and after the' passing of this Act, fi:a~:s ~bt ~ Pub
there shall be established in these Islands a Public Registry for the registration and establf;~;d fo; t11e 

enrolment, in manner hereinafter directed, of the names and descriptions of all registration pf all 
negroes, mulattoes · or others, who now are, or at any time hereafter shall be held_ n

1
egro an.<l 0ther_ 

. f l . h" h "d I I d d . d d . l h 1 11 b s •aves to b@ rerrs .. m a state o s avery wit m t e sa1 s an an its epen enc1es, ann w o s 1a e tei:ed ~r rnt ..., 61 
respectively registered or returned · for registration, as hereinafter directed, on or for registra~~:t~n 
before the from the passing of this Act. or befoie t11e . · 

And be it fµrther enacted, That the secretary of these Islands shall proviqe the Cla~se 2d. · 
necessary books, strongly and durably bound, for the purpose of the tegistry and Rb eg1str.f hooks to· 

1 h . .c. a· d . h" h b k h 11 b d d . d e provided for the enro ment erema1ter. 1recte- ; m w 1c oo s s a e entere an regrn~ere , as purpose of the · 
hereinafter directed, the names and descriptions of all the slaves in these lsl

1
ands. registry~ 

And be it further enacted, That on or before the day of · Clause 3d. 
next, every person who shall then be resident in these Islands, and who shall be in On or before the 

possession of any slaves or slave within the same, whether as proprietor, mortgagee, .
1 

day of. 

d · 1 · d" al persons m pos-
trustee, sequestrator an receiver, essee, manager or attorney, guar ian or corn- session of slaves to 
mittee, or in any other right or character whatever his or her title, trust or interest return lists or 
in any such slaves or slave may be, shall respectively make and deliver or cause to be schedules tb~rc0f 
made and delivered in upon oath to the secretary of these Islands, or his lawful upuntoalb tfottl-he 

d b d d b h 'd h h d l , 1. d . I . secre ary o 1ese eputy, to e recor e y t e sa1 secretary, sue sc e u es, 1sts an particu ars m Islands within a 
writing, subscribed by him her or them, and to be called his her or their returns 0f limited time, with 
slaves, as .are hereinafter mentioned, ( that is to say) A list or schedule in writing t!1e names, descrip

containing in the first place his or her own name and description, and the name tt~ocnlaotl ofttbber par-
• • • • 1 u ars o · e· par-

and description of such other person or persons, bemg the owner or owners, clannant ties making such 
or c-laimants of such slave or slaves on whose behalf the return is made, and the returns. 

right or character in which the party making such ·return · holds possession of and 
claims title to such slave or slaves, namely, whether as proprietor, lessee, mortgagee, 
sequestrator, guardian, committee, trustee, receiver, executor, administrator, attorney 
or otherwise, and shall proceed to name, describe and enumerate distinetly therein 
the several. negro, mulatto or other slaves then belonging to or held in possession _by 
him her or them, by lists, to be entitled in manner following; ( that is to say) 
" A list of slaves belonging to or in the possession of A. B." And such lists shall 
be divided into separate columns or compartments, the one to be entitled, " A gene~ 
" ral List of Male Slaves belonging to or in the possession of A. B." The other, 
" A general List of Female. Slaves belonging. to or in the possession. of A. B.'' The The Schedules to 
schedule or paper containing each of th~ said columns to be subdivided into perpen ... describe the names, 

dicular columns of convenient breadths respectively, entitled .at the heads thereof, colours, employ-

Names, C:ol?ur, Employmen~, Age, and Coun..t:ry; an~ the mor~ clearl~ to, disting1:1ish ::~{r?if ::~h 
the descnpt10n of each particular slave,. as mMJ.y, horizontal lmes, with 1convement slave. 
spaces between them, shall be drawn across the· said perpendicular lines or columns, 
as are equal in number to the number ·of slaves t~ be inserted in each list ; and in 
the first of the said columns shaH be inserted the riame of eacln slave, and the name 
by w hieh eac_h slave shall £rst be returned and registered .. sh~ll contlll11'.e for ever 
after to be the name of such slave, and shall not ijfterwards be_ changed ,; .i;r,t .the 

• second of the said columns shall be ins·erted, Negro, Mulatto or Mustee, as the case 
may be, or such designation of intermediate shades of colour (if any) as are in use 

338. m 
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ST~ VINCE NT in these colonies ; in the third of the said columns, shall be inserted the particular 
~ trade, occupation or ordinary employment of the slave, specifying in the cases of 

mechanics, artisans or handicraftsmen, the particular act or business in which he or 
she is usually employed ; in the cases, of domestic slaves, the particular domestic 

.. s.ervice or department in which he or she is usually employed; and in cases of ordi
__ nary plantation slaves, describing them a13 labourers only : in the fourth of the said 
--columns shall be inserted the age of the slaves, according to the best of the knowledge 
,and belief of the _ owner or other party making the return ; and in the fifth of the 
said columns shall be inserted not only whether the slave is an African or Creole 
negro, but, if an African, the name of the country and district of Africa from 
·,which he or she-was brought, to the best of the knowledge and belief of the party 
making the return ; and if a Creole slave, the name of the Island or Colony in 
which such slave was born or from which he or she was brought, according to the 
·best of the knowledge or information and belief of the owner or other party making 
-the return : and at the end of the said returns respectively shall be summed up and 
set down in words at leng~h the whole number of slaves then b~longing to or in the 
lawful possession of the owner or owners, claimant ·or claimants on whose behalf 

'1'he form of returns such returns are made. And for the better ascertaining of the proper form of such 
·mo_re fully _pre• returns of slaves as are hereby required to be made, a form or example of such returns 
scnbed, wi

tb refer- as are hereby required to be made is contained in a schedule to this Act annexed to 
. tmce to a schedule . 1 • • ' 
annexed-to this act. which ail p_ersons are reqmred, as far as shall be fo~nd practicable, to conform. 

Clause 4!h. And be it further enacted, That every person making and subscribing any and 
The returns to be .every such schedule or return, shall cause the same to be delivered to the secretary, 
delivered to the or his lawful deputy, at his office in the said Island, having first made oath, to the 
s~cretary or his .r 

.deputy on oath, purport or effect following, be1ore one of the justices of the peace in these Islands; 
such oath to b_e ~nnexed to the said return. · 

form of oath to be ~" .1, A. B. [ name the deponent,] do solemnly Swear, That the Scnedule or Re-
41.ke!l. " turn now by me delivered to b_e recorded, contains, as I verily believe, a just, 

t:Clause 5th. 
The rnturns to he 
.ree:isterecl within a 
Jimi ted time in the 
books of registry, 
exactly according 
.to the returns. 
Clause 6th. 
No erasures to be 

.permitted in the 
,r!gistry books.. 

'' true, and full return, account and description of all the slaves belonging to 
·" [ or, in the lawful possession of the owner or owners, claimant or claimants · 
~, therein named,] and being within these Islands, (s_ave and except as to such 
~, slaves as may have absc,mded or secreted-themselves from their own~rs, &c~ 
" as hereafter mentioned, whose names shall be here set forth ; ) and that the 
"' said Return is made by me, according to the best of my knowledge and 
" belief; and after having made diligent inquiry, no one of the said slaves has 
'' been imported into these Islands contrary to an Act of Parliament, passed 
·'' in the forty-seventh year of the reign of His present Majesty King George 
·"' the Third, intituled,. " An Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade." 

·" So help me GOD." 

And ·be it forth~r enacted, That as soon as any such returns or schedules as afore!!' 
said shall have been duly made and received by the secretary of these Islands, he 
shall proceed to register and copy the same, with all convenient speed, in a fair, 
distin~t and legibl~ hand, in ,a proper book .or set of books to be kept by the _said 
$,ecretary, precisely .conformable with the said returns. · 

And be .it further enacted, That no erasure shall on any pretence, o~ for any cause . 
whatsoever, be at any time permitted in any of the said books of registry; but if any 
-clerical error shall occur in the insertion of any name, description, or other particular 
.therein, so that the same shall differ from the name, description, or particulars con-
tained in the schedule or return from which the same was made, or if any. other 
-mistake shall occur in the making up and keeping the said books of registry, a line of 
red ink shall ·be .drawn through any word or words improperly inserted, so as to leave 
the original word or words legible, aud the correction thereof, by the insertion of any 
-word or words which may have been erroneously omitted, shall either be interlined 
or written in the margin, and always when .practicable by the same hand as the rest of 
the same list or entry ; and the secretary shall either und_er such word or words 
written in the margin, or under a mark of reference there made to any mark of inter
lineation, subscribe his name at length ; but after the :registry of original returns of 
.slaves shall have been completed and ce~tified upon oath, as hereinafter directed, no 
,jnterlineation, insertion or other correction of the registry of any such -m~iginal 
-retu~n, shall on an:Y _account b_e made or permitted, except as hereinafter .expressly 
:Prov.1ded. 

And 
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And be it further enacted-, That an office copy certified by the secretary, of the 
registered list or schedule of slaves belonging to any plantation, or to any particular 
owner or owners, shall at any time after the registering thereof, at the request and 
charge of the owner or owners thereof, or claimant or claimants, or party or parties 
who made the return of such list or schedule; be -made and delivered to him, her, or 
them by the said secretary, and for which they shall be charged no more than at the 
rate of for every slave therein named ; and all #persons 
shall 'have free liberty to inspect the said regi~try books, in the presence of the 
secretary or his assistants, for the purpose of ascertaining that the returns and lists 
or schedules by them and on their behalf delivered have b~en accurately registered in _ 
manner aforesaid. 

ST. VINCENT. 
,..._____ I 

Clause 7th. 
Of-fire copies; of the 
registered lists or 
returns to be deli
vered to the owners. 

And be it further enacted, That when and so soon as all the original returns or Clause Sth. 
schedules, which shall have been delivered to the secretary of these Islands _pursuant When all the re
to this order, shall h~ve been entered and registered as aforesaid, the secret~ry shall tur~s aren:gistered, 

give notice thereof forthwith to the governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander -0 ?tlce th edrethof to be 
. h. f f h I 1 d .c: h . b · d h 1· gwen, an e m c_ i_e o t ese s ~n s ~or t e time emg, an . sue g~vernor, 1~uten:i,nt governor, means of supplying 
or cml commander m chief shall thereupon publicly notify to the mhab1tants of these omissions within a 
Islands, in such manner as he shall deem most fit and effectual, that the registry limit~d time_ to be 
of slaves is ready to be verified before him, as far as respects the original regist,ry of therem specified • 

.slaves, and that the same is and will continue open at the proper office, for the 
inspection of all persons who have made returns of slaves for insertion therein, or 
who are desirous of such inspection, for the term of from the date of 
such notification, to the intent that all persons interested may be satisfied of the 
accuracy of the said registry; and also, that if any owners or possessors of slaves 
within or belonging to these Islands shall from any accident or unavoidable impedi-
ment, have till that time omitted to return full and proper schedules or lists of their 
slaves into the said registry, as by this act is required, they must immediately apply , 
to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief, who upon 
satisfactory proof that such omission has not _ been wilful, has power to make an 
order for the admission and registration or correction of their returns or schedules 
by the secretary. 

And be it further enacted, That if during the term prescribed by-the said last- Clause gtb. 
mentioned notification, any owner or possessor, owners or possessors of slaves shall Governor may di
apply to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief, ,and rect_ret

0
un1s to b~ 

k · h" · ~ · h h d 1· f h" h h · receive andreP-:1s--ma e 1t appear to 1s satis1action t at t e non e 1very o 1s er or t en· return or tered after the 0 

returns of slaves to the said secretary, within the term before prescribed, or any limited time, in 
default or omission in such return or returns, has arisen from accident or some other cases of accident or 
cause, which may appear to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil corn- ud~avoidablde impe-

d · h" f · .c:. d .e 1 · · h h f h "d 1ment, au not man er m c 1e , as a sat1S1actory groun 1or comp ymg wit t e request o t ,e sa1 from wiiful default 
party, and not from any wilful delay or default, _ and shall then produce his her or • 
their return or returns, or corrected return or returns, and make oath that no slave 
therein named has been imported or brought into these Islands within -
then next preceding, it shall and may be lawful for the said governor, lieutenant 
governor, or civil commander in chief, if he shall think fit, to make an order in 
writing, by him subscribed and addressed to the said secretary, commanding him to 
receive and register any such return or returns, or corrected· return or returns, as if 
the same had been delivered in due time: which -order the secretary is hereby 
required to obey, so as every such new or corrected rtturn may be registered in the 
said books, in manner .aforesaid, before the end of the said_ term of 
last before mentioned. -

And be it further enacted, That at the end of the said last-mentioned term Clause rnth. 

of the secretary shall proceed finally to close and authenticate The primary oi 

the primary or original registration of all the slave~ in these .Islands, which shall original registration 

thenceforth be called the Original Registry of Slaves of the Island of Saint Vincent of t~a v?, ~
0

; to dbe 

and its Dependencies, in manner following ( to wit) in each of the said books, or in the :f os~~ ica ~ an 

last of a,p.y set of such books, the said secretary shall write with his own hand, in large 
legible characters immediately after the last entry of the said returns or lists of 
slaves, either on the same folio or double page, or on the back of the fast leaf 
containing the same- " Here ends the original reg_istry of slaves of the Island. of 
" St. Vincent ~~d its Dependencies;" and the said secretary shall thereto subscribe his 
name and affix his seal of office; and below the said signature shall be writt.en, in 
like characters by the said secretary, the following

1 
affidavit: -

338. G " Before 
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ST. VINCENT. " Before A. B. [inserting the name and title of the governor, lieutenant 
" governor, or civil commander in chief for the time being], personally 
" appeared C. D. [ naming himself,] the secretary of slaves in this Island of 
" Saint Vincent and its Dependencies, who being sworn on the Holy Evangelists, 
" makes oath and says, That he the said C. D. has twice carefully examined 
" and compared all the preceding entries in this book [ or, this set of books], 
'' with all the different returns of slaves delivered to him, or to his know.: 
" ledge and belief, to any deputy, clerk, or assistant by him appointed, first 
" by examining the said entries while his clerk or assistant read the original 
" returns respectively entered therein, and afterwards by examining the said 
" returns while his clerk or assistant read the said entries in the book [ or, set 
" of books J respectively made therefrom, and that he is enabled thereby to 
" depose, and does ~epose that the preceding original registry of slaves of 
" the Island of St. Vincent and its Dependencies is in all respects correctly 
" and faithfully made." 

\. ___ -v-___ ..1 

Which affidavit, being subscribed by the said secretary, shall be sworn before the said 
governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief, who shall subjoin thereto 
the following Certificate under his hand and the great seal of these Islands : 

ci I. A. B. [inserting his name and title of office,] do hereby Certify, That 
" the above Affidavit was duly sworn before me, this · . day of 
" ene thousand eight hundred and 
" Witness my hand, and the great seal of these Islands, this · 
" day of one thousand eight hundred and 

" A. B." ·c ) L. S. 

Clause 11th.. . And be it further Enacted, That after the expiration of three years, to be com
Aftertheexpiration puted from the time when any such original registry shall be completed and 
of three years from h · d .e. ·d d r. di · d f 
the completion of ~ut. enticate as a1oresa1 , an a1ter every succ_ee ng per10 o . rea~s 
theoriginalre.gistry, m times to come, on the first day of January m the next followmg year, or w1thm 
and ~.fter ea_ch sue- after that day, every person resident in these Islands, who shall be 
ceedrng perwd of in the lawful possession of any slave or slaves within these Islands, whether as pro-

years, returns • · 1 · 
to be delivered prietor or mortgagee, sequestrator, trustee or receiver, essee, manager or attorney, 
co_ntaining an ' committee or guardian, or in any other character, or who shall own or possess any_ 
account of all births personal slave or slaves whatsoever within . these Islands, whatsoever his or her title, 
3.9d detths ofsl;ves trust, or interest in any such slave or slaves may be, shall make and deliver, or cause 
;~~~;n~ ~ prece lng to be made and delivered upon oath to the secretary of these Islands for the time 

' being, an account or schedule in writing, by him or her subscribed, to be called • 
" The Return of Slaves," containing a true and particular account of all 
births and deaths of slaves belonging to the person or persons on whose behalf such. 
return is made, within the years next preceding, since the said original 
or last returns were made, and also an ·account of all deductions from. 
or additions to. the former stock of slaves belonging to or in the lawful · possession 
of such person or persons, within the same period, by other means than deaths or 
births, whether the same shall _have happened by permanent desertion, sale, or other 
transfer of property, or enfranchisement, or by the return of fugitive or absent. 
slaves, or by any other lawf~l ways and means whatsoever; which particular cause 
or mode of deduction or addition shall in all cases be distinctly specified in such 
last-mentioned returns ; and in cases of purchase in other acquisition, or of sale or 
other transfer, or manumission of slaves formerly registered, the registered name 
and description of every such newly pur~hased or acquired, or transferred or manu-

With an account of mitted slave, or of his or her fonner owner or owners, claimant or claimants, shall 
all deductions from also be set forth at large in such return ; and every such return shall 
or additions to the also contain all such further particulars in respect of every newly acquired slave 
former stock of named therein, as are hereinbefore directed to be contained in the said original 
slaves by 0ther returns; and when by the death of the owner or any other cause, there shall have 
meani. 

been, within the period to which the return relates, any change of property in and 
possession of any slave from the owner or owners, such change of property and 
possession shall also be mentioned in the said returns, and such returns shall also 
state the whole number of slaves then belonging to or possessed by the person er 
persons mentioned in such return; but when there has been no alteration sinoe the 
last return in the number or description of the slaves belonging t9 or possessed by 
the p_erson by or for whom the return is made, or the property thereof, it shall be 
sufficient to state the whole number _of slaves, and to add, " No alteration required 
'' by law to be specified has taken place since the last return.''. 
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And be it further enacted, That any person making and subscribing any such ST. VINCEN·T. 
return, shall take the following gath before any one of His Majesty's, 'V' • ~ , 

j ustices of peace duly qualified in the said Islands : Clause 12th. 
. . Such last-mention.-

, , I, A. B. do solemnly Swear, That the contents of the Schedule or Return ed return t0 he · 

" now by me delivered are true, and that the same contains, to the best of delivered on oath. 
" my knowledge and belief, a full, fair and correct account of all the births 
" and deaths which .have happened among the slaves belonging to or pos .. 
" sessed by [the owner or owners therein named], and being within these 
" Islands since the registration thereof [ or, during the last · years], 
'' and of all other additions to or deductions from the said slaves, within the 
" same period; and of the whole number of slaves now actually belonging to 
" or in the lawful possession of the said · 

" So help me GOD." 
And be it further enacted, That if any person who by this Act is directed to Clause i 3t~. . 

make and deliver a return of the slaves in his or her possession for registration as Pei:sons otittmg to 
aforesaid, shall omit or neglect so to do, whereby such slave or slaves shall be ~i~~i~e£ 8 aves,~~ 
omitted to be -duly registered in the original or any subsequent registry pursuant each shl~e unregis
to this Act, every such person so offending shall forfeit for every slave omitted to ter~~; en~- moiety_ 

be register~d as a£horesaid, the sum of h al po1'un1~ of sterlinbg money, to ~e !~~;~~;Jt:st/nd 
recovered m sue manner as any ot er pen · ty or 1or1e1ture may e recovered m informer 
these Islands, by any law thereof, the one moiety of such penalty to be to the use & 

of His Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the· support of the go~ernment of these 
Islands, and the other moiety to the person suing for the same ; and in case the If the party so 
party so offending shall have possession of any such slave or slaves omitted to be offending be the , 
registered as aforesaid, in the capacity of mortgagee,· trustee, sequestrator or receiver, mo~tg8:gee, or be 
manag.er or attorney, guardian or committee for any other or others, or in any actm~ m an1> othe·r 

other right or character whatever, such person shall not only forfeit for every slave. ~:rj:c:?10 ~te-~ame 
omitted to be registered as aforesaid, the like sum of pounds sterling peaalty, and liabJe 
money, _ to be recovered and go in manner hereinbefore stated, but shall moreover to the civil su~t of 
be liable to the civil suits or actions of all and every person or persons who shall tbepartyaggrieved, 

· d · · b h · · .c ·a . d h b .d and to the payment or may sustam any amage or mJury y sue om1ss10n as a1oresa1 , an · w o, es1 es of double cost.s. 
full reparation for . every such damage or injury, shall recover against the party .. 
offending double costs of suit. 

And whereas it may happen in some instances, that owners and possessors of Clause ·14tb. 
slaves within these Islands, at the time of the said first or original registration, er Omissio~ of returns 
of some subsequent registration, may, from accident or unavoidable impediment, furnom _~dc~b1.d1en_t or 

· h 1' • • • h. h • h b . I 1. . ·d avo1 a e 1mpe-om1t to return t e same 1or reg1strat10n Wlt m t e times ere y respective y 1m1te diment, or default 
for that purpose, or that persons in possession of slaves not their own absolute of persons not the 
property, may wilfully or negligently make such omission, without the concurrence :bsolute_owners, to 
or consent of the abse~t owners or persons interested in such slaves ; Be it there•' a;p\;1!!1

~: ~:e 
fore enacted, That 1f any owner or owners, possessor or possessors of slaves Governor, stating 
within these Islands, shall have omitted to make his her or their returns thereof the facts of the case. 
within the time hereinbefore limited for the said first or · original registration, or 
subsequent registration, within the time in that respect hereinbefore limited ; and if 
such owner or owners, possessor or possessors, or any other person or persons who 
at the time of such omission was, or who shall have since become the owner o~ pos- · 
sessor, whether in his own right or in the right of any other person or persons, of 
any slave or slaves so omitted to be ret~med, shall at any time after making his ·or 
their . return next after any such omission or default, apply to the governor, 
l~eutenant governor, or civil commander in chief of these Islands, and prove to his 
satisfaction, by such credible evidence as from the nature of the case may be rea-
~onably expected and required, that such omission was not wilful, but arose from 
some specified accident, or . other unavoidable irnp~diment, or f:mm the neglect or 
default of some per·son or persons other than the true and absolute owner or owners 
of the said slave or slaves, or f~om some other cause, which may to the said governor, 
&c. be considered as a satisfacto:ry ground for the complying with. the request of the said 
party, it shall be lawful for su.ch governor, lieutenant go~emor, or civil commander in 
chief, to order that such party or parties so making his her or their return 
next after such omissiol) or default to the said-secretary, .shaU l>e at liberty to insert, 
t~e names and descriptions, and all other particulars hereinbefore required, of and 
relating to all and every slave or slaves, the subject of an.y such former omission or· de-
fault ; and also in such return such account as · is he:reinbefore directed, of the births 
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ST. VINCENT, -and deaths, and of all other deductions from and additions to the stock of slaves. in 
1,.--i- •v I respect of which such return is made, which shall have occurred within the preced-

ing years; and such return when duly made and registered, together with the cause 
of the former omission or default, and the date of the order for supplying the same, 
which shall be certified and signed by the said secretary on the registry of such return 
in the proper books, shall from thenceforth be deemed and taken to be as valid and 

"" 
effectual for all the purposes of this Act, -as if the matters therein contained had 
been duly ret~rned and registered at the proper period. 

Clause 15th. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That if any secretary shall, in the 
If returns be wil- exercise of his said office, wilfully _refuse to receive for registration any return, or to 
fuUy returned for h d k h · 
registration by the make any entry which he oug t to receive an ma e according to the directions erem 
secretary, or if he contained, and the true intent and meaning of this act, or shall knowingly and wil
make.an7 fraudu- fully, contrary to the said directions and to the true intent and meaning hereof, re
lent entnes or era- ceive for registration any return, or make or cause Or suffer to be made any entry 
sure~, h_e shall upon h. h h b • d d . · h p ·1 ~ -11 
convictwn forfeit w IC oug t not to e so receive or ma e, or m case any secretary s a .... 1 w1 rw y 
his office, be subject make, or knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or fraudulent entry in the 
to the _pain~ and books of registry in his office, or either of them, or in any of the said accounts or 
pe~a!ti~s

0!1forgery, abstracts hereby directed to he made out, or shall fraudulently erase, obliterate or 
!~tione r~: d:m~;~ alter, or kno~ingly permit or suffer to be fr~udulently erased, oblite_rated or ~ltered, 
by a!l parties any entry which shall have been duly made m the said books of registry, or either of 
aggrieved. them, the said secretary shall, upon conviction of any such offence, not only be liable 

to all such pains and penalties as ought by the laws in force within these Islands at the 
time of such offence, to be inflicted on pe;rsons convicted of forging or fraudulently 
altering public judicial records, but shall for ever forfeit his said office, and be inca
pable of ever after holding the same, and shall moreover be liable to the civil suits or 
actions of_ all and every person or persons who shall sustain any damage or injury by 
any such offence, who, besides full reparation for every such damage or injury, . shall 

Penalties for such recover agains~ such secretary double costs of suit ; and if any deputy, assistant, or 
offences by other clerk of any secretary shall commit or knowingly permit or suffer to be committed, 
person_s. any such offence as aforesaid, he shall, upon conviction th~reof, not only in like 1nan
DbeJ?utitets, &the. t1?kbe ner be liable to all sUch pains and penalties as ought by the laws of these Islands to be 
su ~ e c o e I e . fl . d . d f r . fi d 1 l 1 . bl. . di . I 
penalties, and for- m 4 icte on persons ~onvicte. o 1orgmg or rau u ent y a te~mg pu 1c JU c1a re ... 
feit their office. cords, but shall forfeit such his office or employment, and be mcapable of eyer after 
All other persons holding the same ; and if any other person or persons in these Islands shall wilfully 
so ~ffend-ing_to be make, or cause or procure to be made any false or fraudulent entry ·in the said books 
su~Ject tdo hkelt· of registry, or either of them, or in the said returns, or shall fraudulently erase, 
pams an pena 1es, · . l b d bl. d 1 d -
and forfeit to His (?bhterate or a ter, or cause or procure to e erase , o iterate or a tere any entry 
Majesty all such· which shall have been made irt the said books of registry or returns, or either of 
slaves a_s shall be them, every such person or persons so offending shall, upon conviction, not only be 
}he ~UrJe~t 

0
~ such liable to all such pains and penalties as ought by the laws of these Islands to be in-

rau u en en ry. flicted upon persons convicted of forging or fraudulently altering public judicial re-
cords, but s4all forfeit to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, all his he~ or their 
~state, right, title, property and interest in and to any slave or slaves that shall be 
the subject or subjects of any such false and fraudulent entry, erasure, obliteration 
or alteration, 

Clause 16tb! And be it further enacted, That if any person _or persons making any such 
Any persons falsely original or subsequent return of slaves as aforesaid in these Islands, shall falsely 
returnmg atsbslal ves and wilfully insert therein any name or names, description or descriptions of any 
persons no e ong- d d 1 I h 11 b d d · 
ing to him, except s1ave or slaves,. or preten e s ave or. s aves as s . a e so name an described, doth 
runa_way slaves, as not Of do not m fact belong at the tune of makmg such return, to him her or them, 
heremafterf,men_- ( except such slaves as are ·hereinafter mentioned) every such person or persons so 
;

10
ned,htoslaovrfe£,t Offending, shall forfeit for every slave or pretended slave so falsely returned, the sum 

~or eac e - d 1• b d · h 
of poun s, ster mg money, to e recovere m sue manner as any other 
penalty or forfeiture may be recovered in these Islands by any law thereof, the one 
moiety· thereof to the use of His Majesty his heirs and successors, for the svpport of 
the government of these Islands, and the other moiety thereof to the use of such 
~erson as shall inform~ sue and prosecute for the same. Provided always, That 

Proviso, no pe!son shall be liable to ~iny ~uch penalty or forfeiture as , l_ast aforesaid, 
That such penalty in respect of any slave or slaves 'which he or _sp.e shall prove to have been at the. 
shall not exttnd to time . of the. return actually employed upon the plantation, or in the service of 
cases of slaves ac- the asserted. owner or owners, claimant or claimants, to whom the same were repre-
tually employed on . h b 1 l h h h h h II . 
the plantation or in sented by sue return to e ong, a t oug . e or s e s a not be able to prove that 
the service olthe the property in such slave or slaves was such as was stated in the ruturn, except when 
owner named m the ' th 
return exce t whe n o h he retur was raudul_entl~ o :wilfullv: afae__ _____________ ____;= ~-- - -



TO THE "TREATMENT OF SLAVE~. 

the prosecutor shall give evidenc~ · beyond the fals~cation of_ the .return in the ST. VINCENT., 
point of property, to show .that the . same was fraudnlentlr or wilfully false : Pro.-: ' , v-:-. .,..__ 

vided also, That no person shall be liable to any such penalty or forfeiture as Nor to slaves who · 

last aforesaid, in respect of any slave or slaves who may have absconded or secreted have abs~0nd~.d 

fi h · l f h · · l · from their owners themselves rom t e service or emp oy o t eir respective owner or owners, c a1mant &c. so as such owd-
or claimants, or other person or persons entitled to such sla¥e or slav~s, or he out of ers, &c. speciiy 
his her or their controul at the time of making such original or subsequent return of t~_em in th~ affida• 
slaves as· aforesaid, so nevertheless that such owner or owners, claimant or claim- vit on makmg re-

h 11 "f h f ll h l . turns and also set ants, or other person or persons do an<J s a speci y t e names o a sue saves m forth'the best de-
the affidavit herein before mentioneq., and shall moreover set forth in such return or scri ption of such 
~eturns, the most faithful and accurate description ( which undet the circumstances negr,oes th~y can 
of the case can be furnished) of all absent or missing slave or slaves, together with futrmsh, w1thf ,a 

. . h" l h s atement o 1acts 
a particular. statement ?f the facts and circumstances w ic 1 prevent . t_ e o":ner or which prevent th~m 
owners, claimant or claimants, or other person or persons from complymg with the from complying 
direction hereinbefore contained, and making such return as is liereinbefore re- with the obligati-ons 
quired. of the_ act • 

. And be it further enacted, That the certificate of the secretary of these' Islands, Clause 1 7th. 
by him subscribed, .certifying any copies or extracts from the books in his office, or Thhe certificatet obf 

h · · f 1 1 h · h 11 b · d • ll d t e secretary o e t e non-reg1strat10n o any save ors aves t erem, s a e receive m a courts an evidenGe. 
by all judges in His Majesty's dominions as sufficient evidence of the authority of 
such copy or extract, and a sufficient evidence primd facie of the matters so certi-
fied; saving, nevertheless, to the party or parties against whom such evidence is ad-
duced, the right of contradicting, impeaching, or qorrecting the same, by an inspec-
tion of and a comparison with the original book or books of registry. 

And be it further enacted, That the secretary of these Islands shall be entitled mause i Sth. 
to demand and receive the following fees of office and no more, (that is to say) for S~t'?teltdaryt toebtea·n 

. . d . . f I 1 b h. . d h en 1 e o c r 1 rece1vmg an reg1stermg every return o any save ors aves y nn reg1stere , t e fees. 
sum of pounds, current money of these Islands, and the fur-
ther su.m of of like money for every slave named and -de" 
scribed, in such return; for 'e¥ery search in his registry, the sum of 
for every certificate by him given and subscribed, the sum . · 
and for every copy of, or extract from entries in his registry, the sum of 
fur every one hundred words therein contained. 

And be it further enacted, That from and after the final closing and authenti- -,Cla~se 19th. 
cation of such original registry as aforesaid, on complaint or information in writing on After c~osing origi

oath, by any party claiming title fo any slave or slaves as owner, moFtgager, mortiagee, n~l ti:eg
1

1
st.ry .00 t· .. 1 ... 

r. 1· r · • d . . h . '-J par y c a1mmg llJ..'C. 
tenant 1or 11e or years, or m remam er, or m reversion or ot erw1se, or on complaint to slaves, as ow~r, 
or information on oath as aforesaid, by any person interested as creditor by judgment &c. complaini~g of 
or otherwise, or claiming any legal or equita;ble lien upon or agai:Q.st any slave or sue~ slaves bemg 

l I h f. h h 1 I l . omitted to be re-
s aves, or t ie owne! or ?wners t ereo , t at sue_ s ave or s aves ia:ve bee1! om~tted to gist~red, governor 
be returned for registration by the party or parties to be named and described m such to appoint receiver 
complaint or information in possession of such slave and slaves and on production of a of unregiste:red 
certificate from the secretary of these Islands (who is hereby required in all such s~a!es, recei~er 

r.. k. d h · h. · d 1· h •· g1vmg security to cases, a1ter ma mg ue searc m 1s registry, to e 1ver t e same on payment of his return lists thereof. 
requisite fee) to the party or parties requiring any such certificate, that no returns · 
appear in his said registry to have been given in by the party or parties complained 
of, of any such slave or slaves as shall be by him or them named and described, it 
shall thereupon be lawful to and for the said governor, lieuteriant governor, or civil 
commander in chief of these Islands for the time being, _ and he is, hereby empowered 
and directed to nominate and appoint by summary order, 8ome fit and proper person 
(having due regard to the choice and nomination of the party or parties interested or 
complaining) to take possession forthwith as receiver of any such slave or slaves as 
shall he then unregistered, belonging to or in the possession of the person or persons 
against whom such information or complaint sliall be preferred, and also of any 
plantation or other estate or property in the h0lding or possession of any such person 
or persons to which any such unregistered slave or slaves may be attached or be-
long: Provided always, that such receiver so appointed as aforesaid, shaU in all 
cases be subject to the future order of the court of chancery, and shall not only enter 
into such security as is usually taken in cases of receivership, but shall also enter into 
further security, in · to render to the governor, lieutepant 
governor or civil commander in chief, a full and accurate return of .all such slave or 

338. H slaves 
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ST. VINC~NT. slaves of which he shall so take possession within after oh-
' '-,,----~ taining possession; and the said. governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander· 
Governtor to take in chief shall adopt all such measures as to him shall seem expedient and necessary 
promp measures . .e 1r ll i-. • h · f h d d 11 
for the execution of 1or enectua y en1orcmg t e due and prompt execution o any sue or ~.r ; an a 
his ,order. and every justice or justices of the peace acting in and for the district wherein such 
Magisttates and order is to be executed, and all and every other His Majesty's subjects, shall be aiding 
other~ to be aiding and assisting therein, when directed Jor that purpose by any such justice of the peace !~~:1~; ~der · as aforesaid, under and subject to a penalty of 

Clau~e 2 oth. And be it further enacted, That every such receiver so appointed as aforesaid, 
Receiver on taking shall within next after obtaining possession of any such 
~ossession to return slave or slaves, render to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander 
1t1hst5 of slavesttob in chief, a like full and accurate return thereof as is hereinbefore required, for the 

e governor o e f . . b" I f r 
registered subject purpose o reg1strat10n, su ~ect to a pena ty o 1or 
to a penaity for every slave who shall be omitted therein; and which return he, the said governor, 
each slav~ omitted. lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief shall direct and authorize the 

secretary of these Islands to register and enrol in the registry books for slaves 
accordingly. 

Clause ·21 st. And be it further enacted, That from and after the _ any slave 
After · a~1y or slaves not duly registered in pursuance of this Act, shall and may be prosecuted 
slave not duly re~is- for non-registration by any of His Majesty's subjects, and the same shall be con-
tered to be forfeited d d r f.'. • d H' M · h" h · d f.'. h f h to Hi~ Majesty emne as 1or1e1te to 1s aJesty, 1s eirs an successors, 1or t e use o t e 

" · government of these Islands, for the purpose of divesting and barring all such pro
perty, right, title and interest whatever which before existed, or might afterwards 
be set up or claimed in or to such slave or slaves so prosecuted and condemned; 
and the attorney general of these Islands for the time being shall at the instance 
of every such person or persons, and on production of the certificates of the -se
cretary of 'these Islands of the non-registration of any such slave or slaves, · o·rder· 
and direct the clerk of the supreme court to proceed to inquiry, &c. 

(N. B. Apply the · directions and proceedings of the gth Geo. In. cap. gth~ to 
this Act.) _ . 

Clause 22d. And be it further enacted, That on such inquiry being ·proceeded in as aforesaid, 
G-evernment to c the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief for the time 

-make order for sa1e . f h I l d h 11 k h d d 1 . h' h 11 custody, &c. of bemg o t ese s_an s, s a ma e sue or er~ an regu at10ns as ~o 1m s a seem 
negroes until final meet and expedient for the safe custody, disposal, employment, and support of 
judgment. any such slave or slaves so prosecuted for non-registration under the authority of 

this Act, until final judgment therein shall be given. 

Clause 2 3d. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any slave or slaves shall be 
Bounty per head finally ·condemned to His Majesty's use as aforesaid, under the authority of this 
;ble-bo~i:J:1ie Act, there shall be paid by the receiver general of these Islands, or his lawful 
not above 
years old,. 

Clause 24th. 
Persons herein 
swearing falsely 
guilty of perjury. 

deputy, to such person or persons as shall give information of the non-registration 
of such slave or slaves as aforesaid, so as to lead to the forfeiture of any such slave or 
slaves, a ·bounty not exceeding pounds current money of these 
Islands, for every able-bodied slave · not exceeding years old, that 
shall be so condemned as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That in case any pers~n or _persons whomsoever sh#;tll 
be guilty of any false and wilful forswearing in t~king any oath under the proceed.: 
ings of this Act, or shall unlawfully and corruptly procure or. suborn any person to 
take any such oath falsely, he or she being thereof duly convicted,_ shall for every 
such offence incur the pains and penalties inflicted by law on all such persons as 
·shall commit wilful perjury, or shall procure and suborn any person to commit ·any 
wi1ful or corrupt perjury. 

Clause 2sth. And be it further enacted, tlo.at all neg;r0es or persons of colour ~rriving in-these 
Negroes and Islands, sh;ill in addition to the regulations imposed by the Alien Act, report them-
colo?red personhs selves to the registrar withiR tweHty-four h0urs ~fter their arrival, and produee 
commg from ot er h • fi d · d b h d · h" f r h · islands to produce a t ~ir ree om, s1gne _ y t e goyernor, or comrnan er m c 1e 1or t e time 
freedom, or deemed berng of some other colony, and m default thereof they shall be deemed :r-unaway 
runaways. slaves, and shall be procee<iled against .according to the law in that case made and 

provided. 



SCHEDULE. 

A LIST of SLAVES belonging to (or in the lawful ·Possession of) A. B. · 

NAMES. 

NAMES. 

LI ST of Male SLAVES belonging to (or in the Possession of) LI.B4 

Colour. Employment. Age. Country. 

LIST of Female SLAVES belonging to ( or in the Pos$ession of) A. B. 

Colour. Employment. 

! . 

I 

Age. ••' 

1 •.. 

· Country. 

• • r • •• ·I,,. 1 

. '-i 
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'' The whole number of Slaves belonging t0 ( or i:FJ; tl\e lawfol Possession 
" of) A. B. is 

'' ( A true Return) 

" day or' 
" A. B." 

one thousand eight hundTed and 
' ( ,. \J ; 

N° 5. 

ANTIGU·.A. 

ST. VINCENT. 
~v- ,J 

AJ\f ACT for establishing a Re~ist,ry of .$1!,l,ve~ in th~ Island of Antigua. ANTIGUA. 

W:HEREAS the inhabitants of Your Majesty's colonies:in the 'West 'Indies, are '---..,..,..v · _,,, 
accused of holding free persons in slave,y; amd it is a _prevailing opi~ion in the mother 
countr31, thwt the restoration. of .peace has a.ffordeiil. an increased, f1J,Ciljty of evading 
the laws at present in force for the abolition of the slave trade : And whereas a 
periodical registration of the slave population, in a precise and definite forrri, may 
tend more effectually to prevent the illicit introductioIJ, pf slawes, and bar all po~si-
bility of encroa.chm~nt on th~ rights of freedqip; M:3:y it there.fore .please. Yom 
Most Excellent Majesty, that 1_t IJ/.ay be enact,e4, an,d he 1t.enactedhy Your MaJesty's. 
Governor il). chief i.n and ove,r your IsfaJ}.ds of ,A]1tigua,, Monts~.$, and Barbuda; Clause 

1
, 

and Your Majesty's Council and Assei:p.bly ,of this yc,n_1r IsJal).d. -of• Antigua, and it is 
hereby enacted and ordained by the authority ~f the same, _T~!l,t frwn av-d after the 
publication of this Act, there shall. be esta:blished and kept in the town of Saint John, · 
in the said Island, an office of public registry for the registration of 'the names and 
descriptions of all negroes, mulattoes1 or other persons, who pow are, or shall · or 
may be at any time hereafter . 4eld in a state of slavery within· the said Island, and,.' 
wJi . Jrn.U b r nJ:>. t:i.nalu: ~ , n n od '-"'--- - ~ • • 
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32 ADDITIONAL COLONIAL -LAWS RELATING 

\.,,, ANTIGUA. quired; and that it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
"V" 

1 
or for the governor or commander in chief of tlie Islands of Antigua, Montserrat, 
and Barbuda, for the time being, by letters patent un~er the _great seal of_ the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of the said government, to appoint 
from time to time, and at all times hereafter, a fit and proper person to discharge 
the duties annexed to the said office; ·, and . that any and every such registrar so 
appointed, shall reside within the ·said Island, arid not be at liberty to depart from 
thence under pain of forfeiting his said office, without having previously obtained a 
license or permission f ~r that purpose from the said gov~rnor or commander in chief 
for the time being. · · 

2d. And be it further enacted, That on or before the first day of October now 
ne~t ensuing, every person who shall be there ~esident in the said Island, and who 
shall be in possession of any slave or .slaves withia the same, either as proprietor, 

- mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, attorney, executor or guardian, 
or in any other right, capacity or character whatsoever, shall make and deliver, or 
cause to be delivered to the registrar, at his office in the said Island, such a -list 
or particular in writing, subscribed by him or her as is hereinafter mentioned and 
defined, that is to say, a list or particular entitled, "An original Return of Slaves," 
which shall be divided into five perpendicular columns of convenient breadth, and 
in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name and description of th.e 
person making the return, and the name and description 0£ the person or 
persons on whose behalf the return is made, and the right, capacity, or cha-
racter in which he or she holds possession of or claims title to the slave or slaves 
returned, namely, whether as proprietor, mortgagee, trust.ee, sequestrator or receiver, 
lessee, attorney, executor or guardian, or otherwise ; in the second of the said 
·columns shall be inserted the name or names by which each slave is most generally 
or familiarly called or known, ( and the name or names. by which-each slave shall 
first be returned and registered, shall continue in any and every subsequent return 
to be the n~me or names of such slave.) In the third of the said columns shall be 
inserted the sex of each slave ; in the fourth of the said columns shall be inserted 
" Black, or Coloured," including under the term Coloured, all who are not black; 
~nd in the fifth of the said columns, shall be inserted the reputed age of each 
slave ; and at the end of such list ~r particular shall be set down in words at length 
tli,e total number of slaves returned ; and for the better preserving a becoming 
uniformity in the said lists or particulars hereby required to be made, an appro
pr.iate form or exemplar thereof, is comprised in a schedule to this Act annexed, 
marked with the letter (A.) and which all persons are enjoined as closely as possible 
to imitate. . 

3d. And be it furt_her enacted, That every such original return shall be verified or 
supported by an affidavit ( or if the party making the same be a quaker, by an 
affirmation) thereunto annexed, sworn ( or affirmed,) before one of His Majesty's 
justices of the peace of the said Island, and to the purport and effect following; 

" I, A. B. [ naming the deponent or aJfirmant] do Swear, [ or, solemnly Affirm] 
" That the Return now by me delivered to be registered, contains, to the best 
" of my knowledge and belief, a true, faithful, and accurate account and 
" description of all the Slaves belonging to me [ or, in the lawful possession 
'' of the owner or claimant therein named] and being within this Island 
" ( save and except as to such slaves as may ha;ve absconded as hereinafter 
" mentioned, whose names shall be here set forth:) And I do further Swear, 
" [ or, solemnly Affirm] That no one of the said slaves has been to my. 
'' knowledge imported into this Island, contrary to the existing laws for 
u abolishing the slave trade. 

" So help me GOD." 
4th. And be it further enacted, That after the said original returns shall have 

been duly made and delivered to the registrar as aforesaid, he shall proceed with all 
convenient dispatch to cause the same to be literally transcribed and recorded, in a 
fair and legible hand, in~ book or set of books, strongly and durably bound,. to be 
provided and kept exclusively for that purpose. 

5th. And be it further enacted, That no erasure shall on any account or pretence 
whatsoever be made in any of the said books of reiistry ; but if any clerical or other 
error. shall _he commit!ed, in inserting any name, descriptio~, or other particular 
therem, a lme of red mk shall be drawn through any word or words so improperly 

~ ~ -------_...·...Lls,seite_d. _ "thout efFacin the same_. ancLthe correctio thereof. hY. introdudn!! or 
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substituting any other word ,or words, er otherwise,. as the case may be, shall be ANTIGl' A. 
,either interlined or noted in the margin ( and .always, when practicable,. in t11e same ~ 
hand in which the return so connected shall have been enrolled,) and the registrar 
shall, either under .such word 9r words, .so noted · in the margin, or under· a mark 
cf l\]ference there made to any such interlineation, subscribe his name at length ; 
but after the registry of original returns of sla:ves shaH have been ·completed and 
certified upon oath as hereinafter prescribed, no interlineation, alte1mtion, or correction 
shall ,on any account he made or permitted to be made therein. 

6th. And be it further enacted, T ·hat all persons shaU at aU fimes between the hour.s 
of nine and three in the day ( Sundays excepted) upon tender of the fees hereinafter 
mentioned, have free access to, and full t·rberty to inspect all and every or any of the 
said register books, and be entitled to call for and receive an office copy or copies 
·of any and every registered return and certificates ·of the new registration of .slaves. . 

I 

7th . And be it further enacted, That when .and so soon as the said original returns 
delivered to the registrar agreeably to the provisions of this Act, shall have been 
respectively entered and enrolled as aforesaid, the registrar shall forthwith give notice 
thereof to the governor or commander in chief of the .said Island for the time being; 
and such governor or ,commander in ,chief for the time being shall thereupon publicly 
.notify to t he inhabitants, in such manner as he shall deem most fit and effectual, that 
the registry of slaves is ready to be verified before. 'him, and that the same is and 
,.will continue open at the proper office for the s.pace -of thirty days, for the inspection 
.of all persons who .may be interested therein. 

8th. A nd be it further ,enacted, That if at anytime within the' term prescribed by 
t h_e said notification any owner or possessor .of .slaves shall make it appear to the said 
governor or commander in chief for .the time being, that the new delivery of his or 
her return to the registrar within ihe allotted period, or any error or omission t:herein 
has arisen from accident, i:p.surmountable impediment, ,or any other sufficient cause, it 
.shall and may be lawful to .and for the said governor or commander in chief for the time 
being., to make an -order in writing by him subscribed, and addressed to the registrar, 
commanding him to receive and enrol any such return or rectified return as if the 
.same had been made and delivered to him in proper time ; which order the registrar 
.is hereby enjoined to obey.. , 

gth. A nd be it further .enacted, That the registrar shall at the end or expiration 
of the said last-mentioned term of thirty days, proceed final~y to close and authenti
cate the said original regist~y, which shall thenceforth be entitled, '' The Original 
Registry of S1aves of the Island of Antigua," in manner following, to wit : Th~ 
.registrar shall subscribe his name and affix hi-s seal of o-flice immediately under the 
last entry in the book, or last of the set of books in which the said_ returns shall 
.have been enrolled, and subjoin an _affidavit to the following effect; 

"Before A . B. [inserting the name and title ef the gol-Qernor., or commander in 
,., chief for the time being,] personally appeared C. D. fnctming himself,] the 
_,' registrar of slaves in and for the said Island of Antigua, and made oath that he 
.,, has carefully .and m·inute~y examined and compared .all the foregoing entries 
" in this book, [ or set of books, J with all the differe~t returns of slaves delivered 
" to him, or .to his knowledge or belief to any clerk or assistant by him ap-
·" pointed ior employed ; and that the preceding original registry of sla:ves of 
" the Island of Antigua is in all .respects truly:, correctly, and faithfully made." 

W hich said affidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn before the 
, said governor or commander in chief for the time being, who shall subjoin thereto acer
t ificate under his .hand and the great seal -of his _government, to the following effect : 

" I, A. B. [ inserting his name and title ef office,] do hereby· certify that the 
" above Affidavit was this day duly sworn befor.e me. '1Vi.tness my hand and 
'' the great sea1 of my government, this .day ·of 
-" in the year .of our Lor.d one thousand .eight hundred and 

"A. B." (1i. s.) 

1 oth. And be it further enacted, That at the ·end or expiration of the period of 
three years, to commence and be computed from the time of dosing and authen
ticating such or~ginal registry as aforesaid, and at . the ~eqd. or expiration of every 
succeeding period of three years, thenceforward every per~o·ri resident ~ in t~e said 
Island who shall be -in possession of any slave or slaves within the same, either as 
proprietor, mortgagee, trustee_, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, attorney, €xecutor or 

.i . 8. · I . , guardian · 
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guardian, or in any other right, capacity or character whatsoever, shall make and 
deliver, or canse to be delivered to the registrar at his office in the said Island, such a 
list or particular in writing subscribed by him or her, as is hereinfter mentioned and 
defined, that is to say, a list or particular, entitled " A Triennial Return .of Slaves,"· 
·which sha'.11 be divided into eight perpendicular columns of convenient breadth, and 
in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name and description of the person 
making the return,- and the name and description of the person or persons on whose 
behalf the return is made, and the right, capacity, or character in which he or she 
·holds possession of ot claims title to the slave or slaves returned, namely, whether 
· as proprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, attorney, executor, 
or guardian or otherwise; in the second of the said columns shall be inserted the 

. name or names by which each slave is most generally or familiarly called or known ; 
in the third of the said columns shall be inserted the sex of each slave; in the fourth 
of the said columns shall be inserted a specification of the colour of each slave, in the 
same manner as hereinbefore directed; in the .fifth of the said columns shall be inserted 
the reputed age of each slave; in the sixth of the said columns shall be_ inserted the 
number of the slaves named a;nd described by the owner or possessor in his or her last 

. preceding return ; in the seventh of t_he said columns shall be inserted a particular 
detail of any additions which may have been made to the nu~·ber of slavfs who belonged 
to, or were in the possession of the person making the return at the last preceding period 

· of registration, whether the same shall have happened by, or have been owing to birth, 
purchase, the apprehension, or voluntary return of fugitives, or any other lawful acqui
sition or means of increase, and the name or names of the slave or slaves so born, pur-

. chased, apprehended or voluntarily returned to service, or otherwise lawfully acquired, 
shall also be set forth at length in such column ; and in case of acquisition of any 
slave or slaves by other legal means, except by birth or the recovery of fugitive slaves, 
the name of the person from whom such slave or slaves may _ have been acquired, 
whether by purchase, lease, devise, or inheritance, or any other legal means, shall 
be also inserted; and in the eighth of the said columns shall be inserted a particular 
.detail of any deductions which may have been made from the number of slaves who 
belonged to, or were in the possession of the person making the return at the la~t 
preceding period of registration~ whether the same shall p.ave happened by, or have 
been owing to death, sale, or other transfer of property, permanent desertion, manu .. 

. mission, or other cause of decrease, and. the name or names of the slave or slaves 

. so dead, sold, or otherwise transferred, permanently deserted, manumitted or otherwise 
defalcated, shall also be set forth at length in such column, and at the end of such 
list or particular shall be set_ down in words at length the total number of the slaves 
therein returned, and of the added or deducted slaves therein described; and for 
th~ b~tter preserving a ?ecomin_g unifo~mitr in _the ~aid lists o_t particula__rs an appro
priate form or ex.emplar thereof 1s compnsed m a scheaule to tlns act annexed, marked 
with the letter (B.) ana which all persons are e11joined as closely- as p_ossible to imitate e 

11. And be it further enacted, That every sucp. triennial return shall be verified 
or supported by an affidavit (or if the party making the same be a quaker, by an 
affi.ri:nation) thereunto annexed, svvorn or affirmed before one of His Majesty's justices 
of the peace of the said Island, and to the purport and effect following: 

" I, A. B. [naming the deponent or qffirmant,J do Swear, [ or, solemnly Affirm] 
" That the return now by me delivered to be registered, contains to the 
" best -of my knowledge and belief a true, faithful and accurate account and 
" description of all the slaves belonging to me [ or, in the lawful pos
" session of the owner or claimant therein named] and being ·within 
" this Island ( save and except as to such slaves as may have absconded 
" as hereinafter mentioned, whose na11i-es shall be he1·e set forth,) as also a 
'' truth faithful and accurate account of such additions to or deductions 
'' from the stock o! slaves pos~essed by me [or, ~etumcd as the property of 
" C. D.) at the tune of makmg the last precedmg return, as have since 
" happened, together with the particular cause or causes of such addition or 
" deductions: And I do further Swear [or, solemnly Affirm, That no one of 
H the said sl3tves has been to my knowledge imported -into this Island con
" trary to the existing laws for abolishing the slave trade. 

" So helu ·me GOD." . 
.i. 

12. And be it further enacted, That the said triennial returns shall be registered 
in the same manner and form, and under the same :rules, regttlations, provisoes, and 
-restrictions in every respect and particular as are he!ein befo~e prescribe~, provided 
and reserved, for or touching the registration of the ori£rinal returns herein heforP. 
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directed to be made ; and the registers thereof shall be made up, closed, and authen~ 
ticatcd in the same manner and form anc:l. within the sanae space of time hereinbefore 
presm~ibed and appointed for making up, dosing and authenticating the original 
registry. · 

And be it further enacted, That the register shall with all convenient speed after 
the final close of any and every registry which shaJl be made in pursuance of this 
act, duly, regularly and punctually transmit or cause to be transmitted to the office 
of His Majesty's principal secretary of state for the colonial department in England, 
a book or set of books similar to that or those in which the original records shalf 
be kept3 containing a true and faithful duplicate or transcript of any and every such 
registry, verified before and certified by the governor or commander in chief for the 
t ime being under his hand and the great seal of his government. · 

14. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall neglect or omit to make 
and deliver a schedule ,or return of the slaves in his or her possession, pursuant t0 

the directions and requisitions of this Act, within the period allotted for the enrolment 
in the original or any triennial registry, every such person so .offending shall forfeit 
for every slave so neglected or omitted to be returned the sum of two hundred pounds 
of current gold and silver money of the said Island, to be recovered as hereinafter 
ment ioned, the one moiety of such penalty to be for the use of His Majesty his heirs 
and successors, and the other moiety to the person who shall sue for the same ; and 
in case the party so offending shall have possession of any such slave or slaves so 
neglected or omitted to be returned for registration as aforesaid, in the capacity or 
character of mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or receiver, lessee, attorney, executor 
or guardian, or other representative of any other person or persons, he or she shall 
n ot orily forfeit for every slave so neglected or omitted to be returned the sum of 
t wo hundred pounds of money aforesaid, to be recovered and accrue in manner above 
stated, but shall moreover be liable to the civil suits or actions of all and every person 
and persons who shall or may sustain any damage or injury by any such neglect or· 
omission, _and who shalf, besides full reparation for every such damage or injury, be 
entitled to recover against the party so offending treble costs. of suit : Provided 
always, that no person shall be liable to any penalty as aforesaid for or in respect of 
any slave or slaves who may have absconded, or have been out of his or her controul 
at the time of making such original or subsequent return as aforesaid, so that such 
person do and shall specify the name or names of such slave or .slaves in the affidavit 
hereinbefore required to be annexed to 'the respective schedules or returns. 

15. A nd be it further enacted, That if it shall be made to appear to the satis .. 
fact ion of the governor or commander in chief for the time being that any slave 
or slaves has or have been omitted to be returned for registration in the original 
registry, or any triennial registry hereinbefore directed to be made, without any 
actual neglect or wilful default of the owner or possessor, or owners or possessors 
thereof, or that any slave or slaves, although duly returned for registration, has or 
have been omitted from the registry through the negligence, inadvertency or oversight 
of the registrar, his clerks or assistants, then and in either of such cases or events 
it shall and may be lawful for the said governor or cornmander in chief .for the time 
being, and he is hereby authorized and required to remit any penalty or penalties 
which may have been so incurred by reason of any such omission or default. 

16th. And be it further enacted, That every slave who shall not be duly registered 
according to the provisions and requisitions of this Act, ,shall and may be prosecuted 
for non-registration by a~y of his Majesty's subjects, and shall be eondemned as 
forfeited to the use of His Majesty, his heirs and successorq, unless the person 
daimin6 ,title thereto shall establish by positive or strong presumptive proof~ that 
such slave has not been imported into the said I sland contrary to the laws in force 
for the abolition of the slave trade, and His Majesty's attorney or solicitor general 
of the said Island shall at the instance of a~1y and every person who shall produce a 
certificate f.tom the registrar of the non-registration of any slave, make and file an 
information against the same in His :Majesty's Court of Exchequer of the said 
I sland ; and every person so prosecuting for non-registration, shall be e~titled to full 
costs of suit against the party omitting to make a retutn of any such unregistered slave, 
even though the same shall not have :been confiscated as aforesaid. 

1 7. And be it further enacted, That if any registra;r of slaves shal~ fo the exercise 
.of his office willfuly refuse to receive for registration a1~y return which he ought_ to 
receive, or to make any entry which he oqgl11t to make, or to do any other act which 

e 
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he ought to do, according to the directions herein contaii1ecl; he shall be liable to the 
civil suits or actions of all, and every persons and person who shall sustain any injury 
or damage by any such refusal ; and if any such registrar shall wilfully make, or 
knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or frni1dulent entry in the books of 
registry in office, or either or them, or in any of the said duplicates, transcripts or 
abstracts herein directed to be made out, or shall fraudulently erase, obliterate or 
alter, or knowingly permit or suffer to be fraudulently erased, obliterated or altered, 
any return or entry which shall have been duly made and recorded in the said books 
of registry, or either of them, he shall, upon conviction of any such offence, be liable to 
such pains and penalties as are by the laws of Great Britain inflicted upon persons 
convicted of forging or fraudulently altering public judicial records, and shall more
over oe liable to the civil suits or actions of all and every persons and person who 
shall sustain any injury or damage by any such offence ; and who, besides full repa
ration for eyery such damage or injury; shall recover against such registrar treble costs 
of suit ; and if any assistant or clerk of any such registrar, or any other person what
soever in the said Island, shall commit or knowingly permit or su~er to be committed 
any such offence as aforesaid, he shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable to such pains 
and penalties as are by the laws of Great Britain inflicted upon persons convicted of 
forging or fraudulently altering public judicial records. · 

18. And be it further enacted, That to the i~tent that all persons may be duly 
apprised of the approach of the period appointed for the triennial registration of 
.slaves by virtue of this Act, the said period shall from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, for and during the space of thirty days before the same shall arrive, be, 
together with a form of the schedule hereunto annexed, duly and regularly notified 
or advertised by the registrar in all the public prints or newspapers published or . 
edited within the said Island. 

1 g. And be it further enacted, That thEY several penalties hereby imposed, the 
Tecovery whereof is not already provided for, shall be recoverable by action of .debt, 
bill, plaint or information commenced in the court of common pleas of this Island ; 
one half of which penalties shall go to the informer, or him, her, or them who shall 
.sue for the same, and the other moiety to the use of His Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, for and towards the support of the government of this Island and the 
eontingent charges thereof. 

20. And be it further enacted, That the certificate of any and everyregistrar of slaves _ 
-appointed in pursuance of this Act by him subscribed, certifying any copy or extract 
from the books in his office, or the non-registration of any slave or slaves therein, shall 
be received in all courts, and by all judges, magistrates and other persons in · autho
rity in the said Island, as sufficient evidence of the truth or authenticity of such copy 
or extract, and as sufficient prima facie evidence of the matters so certified, reserving _ 
nevertheless to the party or parties against whom any such certificate shall be adduced 
in proof, the right or privilege of contradicting, impeaching_ or correcting the same by 
comparison with the original book or books of registry. 

21. And be it further enacted, That the registrar of slaves shall be entitled to have 
and receive annually the sum of four hundred pounds, current gold and silver money, 
to be paid him out of the public treasury by four even quarterly payments ; and the 
·said registrar shall be likewise entitled to demand and receive the further sum of 
three-pence for every slave named in any certified copy of registered returns which 
may be required of him, and for every search in his registry the sum of two shillings 
and three-pence, and for every ordinary certificate by him given and subscribed, the 
sum of nine shillings. . · 

22. _And ?e it further enacte_d, That in_case any person whosoever shall wilfully for
swear m takmg any oath by th1s act reqmred to be taken, or shall unlawfully and cor
ruptly procure or suborn any person so to do, he or she, being duly convicted thereof, 
.shall for every such offence incur the pains and penalties inflicted by law upon persons 
convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury. 

D ated at Antigua the eighteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one 
• thousand eight hundred and seventeen, and in the fifty-seventh year of the 

reign of our sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith. 

(Signed) Nicholas Nugent, Speaker . 

. Passed ~he Council the eighteenth day of !tlarch one thousand eight hundred 
n e enteen. 
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Passeci the Assembly the eighteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen. 

·(Signed) Nathaniel Humphreys, Clerk of Assembly. 

D uly published this e~ghteenth day of March one thousand eight hundred and 
.sev.enteen. 

J Signed) John Eoberts_., D~p1 Pro . . Marslral. 

-~Original Return of SLAVES. 
--

Name and Description SLAVES in Possession-. 

of Person makiog the 'Retum, "''-- ~ 
-- .-

I 
- ' 

&c. Names. ·Sex. Colour. Reputed Age. 

-- - - -

A..B. Proprietor -- ·• -- A.B. ·- ~- .. - Male ,~ - Black - - Thi1--~y-fi ve. 
A 

C.D. Attorney of E • .F. Pr~p-rietor C.D. - - - - Female• - Colou'red - Twenty. 

~ 

: - - -
" j{ c I j 

,1 
'I 

- I 
~ -- ··- - ,. 

. (Signe.d) .A. B. 
-d~y of ·one thousand eight hundred and 
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Name and Description 
SLA v ·Es in · .Possession. 

Number of 

of Person 

making the Rctttrn. 

1. B. Proprietor - -

,':. D. (A ttorney of} 
E. F. Prqprietor) 

Name: 

A. B. 

C. D. 

Sex. Colour. 

Male Black 

Female Coloured 

Slaves 

Reputed Age. last returned. 

Thirty-five One bundrecl 

and fif~y. 

Twenty . 

(Signed) 

· locrease. 

-1 . by birth, 

A. 

2 by purchase, 

B.. 

c. 

. A. B. 

,one thous,and eight hund,red and 

·Decrease. 

2 by death., 

D. 
E. 

·1 by sale, 

-F. 

1 by mamimis
sion, 



'TOBAGO. 

:P1:eamble. 

rClause 1st. 
Public registry of 
slaves establishe.d 

·.in this Island. 

'Clause 2d., 

3 

'TOBAGO. 

A'N ACT 'to establish a Public · Re.gist~y .of an -Slav~ m the Colony of 
Tobago. 

WHEREAS -by various Acts now in force within this Colony, annual .returns of -
tl1e number of negro and other .slaves are required, but which Teturns are not found -
to designate sufficiently the age and sex .: And whereas it is expedient .that -more par
ticular and distinct accounts be in future returned, as well for the purpose of as~er
-taining the various descriptions .of slaves, as to detect and prevent .all clandestine and 
'.illegal importations thereof, should such ,be at any time attempted.; and also to afford 
His Majesty's government ~tall .times a true account of the extent and nature of the 
slave population of this Island:. We, therefore, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, his exceliency Sir Frederick Phillips Robinson, knight, commander of the 
most honourable ·Orde,r of the ~ath, maj_or general of His Majesty's forces, captain 
.general and governor in chief in and over the Island ·of Tobago and· its dependencies,, 
:the Cou1:1cil and General Assembly of the said Island of TohagQ, do humbly pray His 
.Most Excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the authority 
;aforesaid, That there shall -be established .in this Colony a public registry for the 
,registration and inrolment, in manner hereinafter directed, of the names and de
:scriptions of all negroes, mulattoes and mustees, who now are, or who at any time 
~hereafter shall be ~eld in a state of slavery within this Colony .; and .such registry 
.shall be established and opened, and all slaves shall be regist~red or returned for 
:registration as hereinafter directed, on or before the thirty-first day of December in 
tlw year of our Lord one thousand eight .hundred and se:venteen.. 

And be it further enacted, That it shall and may he lawful for the governor or 
:commander in chief of this Island for the time being, to appoint by commission under 
-his sign manual, some fit and prop~r peTSon resident in this Island, to be registrar of 
,slaves . therein, and :such registrar shall be personally resident therein, while he shall 
,continue _ to hold his said office, except from ill health or other necessary cause, · his 
.temporary absence from .this Island shall be permitted by the governor and com
mander in chief for the time· being; and if the said registrar shall be at any time 
abBent from this lslaud with out such licence or permission as aforesaid, ·he shall abso'!' 
lutely forfeit his offioe ; ,and in case of the death or absenGe without leave, -,or iacapa
-city of the said -registrar, or any atVoidanc.e ·of .the said office, a new -registrar shall in 
like manner be appointed by the go:vernor or commander in chief for the time being ; 
-.and the s~id registrar, before he enters into the execution of his ·said offi.c~, shall take 
-and subscribe the follo~ng oath before the _governor, lieutenant governor, or corn .. 
mander in chief .for the time .being in council. . 

.. . ~, I, A. B. do solemnly Promise and Swear, That I will not willingly 'Or know
-" ingly make or permit, ·or suffer to ~be -made any false or fraudulent entry, 
.,, ' erasure or obliteration in the registry of slaves to be committed to my 
_." charge ·; but if any such fals.e or fraudulent ac.t shall become known to me~ 
·" I will .immediately give notice thereof to the .governor, lieutenant governor, 
'" or civil commander in chief of this Island for the time :being, and the 
"' chairman -of the committee of public accounts,. and will in all respects 
·" faithfully and u_prightly perform the duties of the office of registrar .of 
·H .slaves for this colony. 

'' So hel_p me .GO D."' 

And e:very person so appointed to the said situation of public treasurer and Tegistrar,, 
=shall also, before he enters in the execution of the sa.id office ·of registrar, become 
-bound by bond or recognizance to His Majesty, his heirs and successors, with two good 
-and sufficient sureties, which shall be approved of by th~ governor or commander in 
~hief for the time bein_g, and the council and _general assembly, in the manner pre-

. .scribed 
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··scribed in the second clause of the ,.act, commonly culled " The Treasurer's A~t," 1'0BAGO. 
before mentioned, ·himself .in the penal sum of one thousand pounds sterling money ~ 

· of Great Britain, and his s-µreties each in the smn of five hundred pounds sterling 
·· money of Great Britain, with conditions .for the faith£ul _p~rforrnance by him the said 
:.registrar of all the duties of his said office. 

And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the house or Clause 3d. 
: office useq. or occupied for the transaction of public busine$S by the public treasurer Trtasurer'! office 
·· for the time being if he be the . .reO'ist~.ar · of . slaves of this Colony, shall be the ·sole to ~€ the o~fice of• 

- ' 0 d registry with re~u~ 
:place a:ppointed for the . registry hereby appointed to -.be establishe , and .wherein the lations l-hereot: 
. books and papers belonging thereto shall be at all . tirn€s safely kept, ,and the ,regisbar's 
office shall always be kept in the to_wn of Sca~borough; and that the .. books k~pt and 

·. to be kept by the registrar, and all papers relating to the said-0ffice, shall -belong to 
. the public ; . and that the office of the said r~gistrar shall be · Qpen for the transaction 
•, of public business · therein, in the like manner and for the same ,period as . the office , of 
· t he treasurer is now appointed to be kept ~peno . . 

And it is hereby further -enacted . by the authority aforesaid, 'Lhat the . said ·r~gis- Clause· 4-tho 
,t rar shall forthwith after his appointment, provide at the public expense ,a .seaf of Registe~ books =tr; 

,office, two large blank paper books or sets of.books, strongly and durably .bound, for pbeubpl~ovided at the 

I f h . d . 1 h . c:. d. d f h. h b k lc -..expense.. :. t 1e purpose o t e .registry an_ mro ment . erema1ter . irecte , one o w ic . oo s ~ 

· shall be entitled ··" Registi:y of Plantation Slaves;" ancl. on the other, " Registry of 
-unattached Slaves';" in which said first-mentioned book or set of books .shall be entered 
, and registered, as hereinafter directed, the names and descr~ptions of all _the slaves 
which belong to and are usually worked t1:pon any. particular plantation •Or .plantations 
in this Colony; and .in the other 'Of which said books or set of books shall ~e inserted 
.and registered, in like manner, the names and descriptions of all slaves which belong 
to and are usually worked or employed in domestic labour or ser:viee, ·or in any handi-

•·.craft, ·art or trade within this Colony, or in managing and navigating any vessels or 
boats belonging to the ports of the same, or which .are let or hired by their ·ownets 
for the purposes of agricultural labour, ·commonly called task-work, or jobbers on 
plantations, not belonging to the owners of such slaves, and in general of all slaves 
within or belonging to this Colony, which are riot attached to any particular planta-

·t ion or plantations, and therewith owned, held, used and possessed; all which s.everal 
descriptions of slaves shall, for the purposes of this Act, be -distinguished from _planta--
t ion slaves, by the general name of unattached slaves. _ · 

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on ·or before CI
1
a
1 

use sth· . 
h h. fi d f J . h f L d h d . h h d d A persons m pos• t e t irty- -rst ay o · anuary m t a year o our or one t ousan e1g t un _ re ser:sion of slaves to 

and eighteen, every owner, renter or possessor of any slave -or slaves, ( or in the event retuFn lists o.r 
of being absent from this Island, then the acting attorney, · manag-er or other repre- s.chetlules thert:!of 
~entative of such owner, renter or possessor of any slave or slaves, either belonging, .to qp~n oath ~oht:ie 

11 k d 1 d h d l . · I 11eg1strar wit m a 
or usua y wor e upon, or emp oye upon, or attac e to any p antatmn or p .anta- limited time with 

1tions within this Island, or who shall own, rent or possess any :unattached ·slave ·'Or their ,names,' de
slaves whatsoever in this Island, whatever his, her or their title or interest may ,be to scriptions,_an<l 
or in the said slave or slaves, plantation or plantations,) shall respectively make and 0thcr •v,articulars. 

·deliver upon oath to the registrar so appointed, such schedules, lists and .particulars 
in writing, subscribed by him, her or them, to be called his, her or their. original rn-• 
t urn of slaves as hereinafter mentioned; that is to say, every person in possession of 
· any plantation or plantations as afores-ai~, shall so make and return a schedule or list 
in writing for each plantation of ~hich he, she or they shall then be in possession of, 
specifying, in the first place, the name by which the plantation is usually called or 
known; and when two or more plantati~ns are held and occupied together by the 

·same person, and cultivated by the same body of slaves, the name of each of the said 
plantations so jointly held.and cultivated, and in what quarter, parish or other division 
of this Island, every such plantation is situated; and every person making a r~turn 
·of any slave or slaves not .attached or belonging to, or usually worked or employed 
upon any plantation or plantations in this Island, hereby called unattached slaves, 
. ~hall so return a list or schedule in writing, containing, in the first place, his -or her 
·own name and description, and the name and descripti911 of such person OT persons 
on whose behalf the return is made ; and after such descriptions, the parties -makjng , 
the said -returns, shall proceed to name, describe and enumerate distinctly therein, 
t he several negro, mulatto or other slaves, by distinct lists, in manner following, that 
is to say, the schedule or paper containing the said returns, shall be divided into six 
pirpendicular columns of convenient brea.dth res11ectively, entitled at the head thereof: 
._ 338... " Names 
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TOBAGO.. ~~ Name-s·ofMales, Names ,ofFemales, Colour, Age, Country, and usual Employment;" 
~~ -and the more clearly to distinguish the description of each particular slave, as many 

~horizontal lines, with convenient spaces between them, shall be drawn across the said 
perpendicular lines or columns as are equal in number to the .number of slaves to be 
:inserted in each list; and in the first of she said columns shall .be inserted the names 
tof each male slave.,; and in the second of the said columns," the names of each female 
, slave ; and the name by which each slave shall be first returned or registered, shall 
continue ever after to be the name of each slave, and shall not afterwards be changed·; ' 
.in the third of the said columns shall be inserted "Negro, Mulatto, or l\tlustee," as the 
case may be; in the fourth of the said columns shall be inserted the age of the 
. slaves, according to the best of the knowledge and belief of the party making the 
:return; in the fifth of the said columns shall be inserted whether the ·slave is an 
African or Creole negro; and in the sixth of the said columns shall be inserted the 
particular trade, occupation or ordinary employment of the said slave; and at the 
end of the said returns respect.ively, shall be summed up, and -set down in words at 
length, the whole number of slaves, distinguishing males and females, . then belonging 
, or attached to or usually worked and employed upon the ,plantation or plantations of 
the unattached slaves so returned for registration. _And for the better ascertaining 
,of the proper form of such original returns of ,the slaves as are hereby required to be 
made, so that no person may pretend ignorance thereof, a form or example of such 
original returns is~contained in a schedule .to this Act annexed, marked ( A . .) to .which 
-all persons are hereby required ( so far _as shall be found practicable) to conform .; 
and public notice -shall be given by the registrar, in such manner .as to him shall 
.seem most -fit and effectual, that a form and pattern of the returns here~y required 
to be made, may be seen, and a printed .copy thereof, with blanks to be filled up;J 
according to the rules aforesaid, obtained at the registrar's office appointed as afore
said; and printed blank copies of the said forms shall accordingly be provided at the 
public expense, ~y the r.egistrar, .and delivered _gratis to all persons applying for the 
.same • . 

,clause 6th. And 'it is here.by 'further ·enactea by the authority aforesaid, That every person 
The returns to be making and subscribing any and every such schedule or return, .shall personally deliver· 
personallydelivered the same to the said registrar, and shall at the same time take the following oath, 
'by tlk_ie pehrsons which .the said -registrar is hereby empowered and Tequired to administer; that is to 
·ma mg t e same 
·to .the registrar. say, 

~, I, A. J3. [naming the de.ponent] solemnly Swear, That the Schedule or Return: 
'' now.by me de1ivered to be registere.d contains, as I verily believe, a just, true 
'" and full return, account, and description of all the Slaves now attached or· 
·" belonging to or usually worked or employed upon the Plantation herein 
'" named [ or, belonging to the owner or owners therein named] or now in my 
'' possession, by whatever title or interest ; and that the said Return is made 
'' by me, according to the best ·of ~y knowledge and belief, truly ·and·with.out 
~, fraud, deceit or evasion. · 

. ~, So he1p ·me GOD." 

C lause 7th. And be it further enacted ·by the authority aforesaid, That as soon as any such 
The return to be 1~eturns or schedules as aforesaid shall have been duly made and received by the_ 
r egi ~: tered within a registrar, he shall proceed to register the same in manner hereinafter mentioned and 
limited time. directed, with all convenient speed; and if possible the registrations .of all .re.turns 

that shall have been duly made shall -be completed within the term of six months. 

Clause 8th. .And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, 'That within the 
H.~turnsorsch~dules said term hereinbefore li1?ited, unless ex~ended by an order of the governor, lieu-· 
to be entere~I m t~e tenant governor or commander in chief in council, or within such further time as 
boo~s of.;egd

11st
raynm shall ·be granted by any such order, every .return or schedule that shall ·have been· 

a p1 escnoe m - d d 1· d h . f :1..... I 1 d h II . ·• . . 
.nvr and .fonn. duly made an e 1vere 'to t 1e registrar o t111s s an , s a , ·by hnn, fas clerks or 

assistants, be entered .and copied in a fair, distinct and legible manner, in a proper 
book or set of books, to be by the said registrar appointed for the Tegistry and 
enrolment of slaves as aforesaid; that is to say, every -sucb return or ·schedule of; 
attached -or ·belonging to, or usually worked or employed upon any plantation or 
plantations, in the book or books to be intituled " ·Registry of Plantation Slaves ; " and 
every such other return or schedule in the books or book to be in~ituled " Registry 
,of unattached Slaves;" the former under the name of the plantation, and the latter 
·:under the name of the owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors 
~mentioned in the return,; which name or namis of such _plantatioD:, owner .or owners, 

_rente..t. 
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r enter or renters, possessor or possessors, shall be written on the top of the first page TOBAGO. 
containing the return; that every page of each of the said books shall be divided by '-----v-------
perpendicular lines into six different columns, of such breadth, and · by horizontal 
lines into spaces of such dimensions as will ;most conveniently contain the various 
particulars hereinbefoTe directed to be returne~ in the schedules or lists of slaves; 
leaving on the top of each page a space for the :name of the particular plantation, 
or owner, renter or possessor, whose slaves are registered therein, which name shall · 
be always there written in large an<l · du;tinct letters; . and at t he top of_ 'the said six 
columns shall be written "Names of Males, Names of Females, Colour, Age, 
Country, Usual Employment;" and at the . end of the registry of each original 
return, shall be summed up and written in words _at length, the whole number of 
slaves returned and registered as belonging to the plantation, or unattached, or · 
usually worked or employed th

1

erein or belonging to or possessed by the owner or 
owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors mei:itioned· in such return; a11,d the 
pages of each book shall be distinctly numbered at the top . of each page from the 
beginning to the ending of .each book respectively, before any entry shall be made 
therein ; and at the bottom of each page containing any registry of slaves, as well as 
at the end of the registry of each original return, the registrar shall subscribe 
his name at length, in testimony of the fidelity and accuracy of the entries therein 
contained. 

A nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, _That whenever the said Cla:ur,e gth. 
books or sets of books respectively shall be filled with entries made therein, so that When the hMks 
th~re shall not remain room for the future annual entries hereinafter required to are filled n:w boo~a 

b d . h .d . h d b f' b k f rk r d to be open "d, 3.nd e .ma e m t e sa1 registry, t en, an not e ore, a new oo o 11 e 1orm an ·in what manner. 
size shall be opened, but the pages respectively shall be numbered by a con-
tinuation of the same series of numbers from the preceding book in which such 
entries .are made. 

An1 be it further enacte4 by the autho!ity aforesaid, That a convenient number Clause Joth. , 
of leaves shall be left in the bea-inning of each of the said books respectively, for an I_ndexes of planta• 
· d f l f 1 · b d h d f 1 t10us or owners m ~x o t 1e na~es. o p .ant~twns, an t e ?wners, ~enters, an. pos~e~s?rs o, s aves narrn~s to be pre-
registered therem, m whwh mdex shall be mserted m alphabetical d1v1srons progres- fixed to each b~ok. 
sively, at the time of entering and registering every return, the name or names of . · 
tbe plantation for which, or of the owner, renter or possessor by or for whom 
such return is made, with proper references to the page or pages, book or books 
in which such return is registered, and in which it shall be afterwards con--
tinued. 

A nd te it furt11er enacted by the authority aforesaid,. T11at no erasure shall .on €lause 11 th 
-any pretence or any cause whatever be at any time permitted to be made in any -No erasure ~o be 
of the said books of registry; but if any clerical error shall occur in the insertion permit1e<l in. the 
of any name, description, or other particular therein, so that the name shall differ books of registry• 

from the name, description or particulars contained in the scheaule or return from 
which the same was made, or if any other mistake shall occur in the making up and 
keeping the said books of registry, a line of red ink shall be drawn through any 
word or words improperly inserted, so as to leave the original word or words legible, 
and the correction thereof, by the insertion of -any word or words which may_ have 
been erroneously omit ted, shall either be interlined or written in the margin, and 
always when practicable by the same hand as the rest of the -same list or ·entry; 
and the registrar shall either under such word or words written in the margin, or · 
under a In.ark of reference there made to any such interlineation, subscribe his name 
at length ; but after the registry of the •original returns of slaves shall have been 
completed and certified upon oath as hereinafter . directed, no interlineation, inser-
tion, or other correction of the ,registry of any such original return, _shall on any , 
.account be made or permitted, except as is herein expressly provided. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That one office copy Clause 1 ~th. 
certified by the registrar of the registered list or schedule of slaves belonging O~ce copi~s of the 
or attached. to or usually worked or empl~yed upon any plantation or plantations, or ~:f~~~1:r~: ~:t~~~
t~ a~y p:3-rt1cular own~r or owners,_ renter or renters, possesso:rr_ or possessors, shall vered to the owners • 

. W!th11:1 ~1x months after the registering thereof be prepared and delivered. to the 
owner or owners, renter or :renters, possessor : or possessors, or to the parties 
w.ho made the return of . such list or . schedule, by . the · sai~ registrar, 01;1 him,. 
or she or they applying for the same; and all persons by, for, or on whose behalf or 
account any list nr sched11le, or original or annual return shall have been , made, 

338. L al 



I 

I 
I 

i I I 

I'll 
! 

ADDITIONAL COLONIAL .LAVIS RELATING 

TOBAGO shall have free liberty to inspect the said registry books in the presence of the re- · 
~ gistrar or his assistants, for the purpose of ~scertainiI!g that the returns and lists or 

· schedules by or for them, or on their behalf delivered, have been accurately registered 
in manner aforesaid ; but if more than one office or certified copy as above mentioned 
be required, that the said further office or certified copy so required, shall be paid 
for by the party or parties, whosoever they may he, applying fo~ the same, at and 
after the rate hereinafter directed. 

Clause t 3tn. And be it and it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if 
~overnor may . during the term prescribed by the last-mentioned notification, any owner, renter or 
<hrert t~ be recmed possessor, owners, :renters, or possessors of slaves shall apply to the said governor, lieu-
and reg1~tered after . , . ,. ,. ,. · ·1 d · h" f · ·1 d , k · h" 
the limited time in t.enant gove11101, ol c1v1 comman er m c 1e m counc1, an ma. e 1t appear to 1s 
certain cases. satisfaction that the non-delivery of his, her or- their return or returns of slaves 

to the said registrar within the term before prescribed, or any fault or omission in 
.such return or returns of slaves to the said registrar within the term before pre
scribed, or any default or omission in such return or returns as -has arisen from 
.sickness, accident, or some unavoidable impediment, and not from any wilful delay 
or default, and shall then produce his, her or their return or returns, or corrected 
return or returns, and make oath before the said governor, lieutenant governor, or 
·civil commander in chief in council, that no slave therein named has been illegally 
imported or brought into the said colony within the three years then next preceding, ' 
it shall and may be lawful for the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil 
commander in chief in council~ to make and order in writing by him subscribed -
and addressed to the saicl registrar, -commanding him to receive and register any 
such return or returns, or corrected return or returns, as if the same had been 
delivered in due time, which order the registrar is hereby required to obey, so 
as ev:er-y su~h new or corrected return may be registered in the said books in -
manner aforesaid, before the end of the said term of six months last before .men- . 
tioned. 

Clause 1 4th. And it is he;reby further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That at the end of 
T~e- prima1)' or. the last-mentioned term of six months, the registrar shall proceed :finally to close 
0?·

1
rnal r~g1s tratibon and authenticate the primary or original registration of all the slaves in this Island, · 

0 s aves 110W to e 1 . h h I, h .r h b 11 d rrh O . . 1 R . f h SI . authenticated and w 11c s al t ence1ort e ea e " e ngma eg1stry o t e aves m Tobago," 
.closed. in manner following, to wit :-In each of the said books, or in the last of any set of 

.such books, the said registrar shall write with his own hand, in large legible 
characters, immediately aft.er the last entry of the said returns or lists of slaves, on · 
the same page, or on the back of the last leaf containing the same, - '' Here ends 
:the original registry of the plantation ( or unattached) slaves of the Colony of' 
Tobago;" and the said registrar shall thereto subscribe his name, and affix· his seal 
of office, and below the said signature shall be written in like characters by the 
;said registrar, the following affidavit : 

" Before A. B. [inserting the name and title of the governor, lieutenant · 
" governor, or ci-vil commander in chief in council for _the time being]· 
" personally appeared C. D. [ naming himself] t4e registrar of slaves in the 
" Island of Tobago, who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of · 
" Almighty God, maketh oath and says, Th~t he the said C. D. has twice .. 
" carefully examined and compared the preceding entries in this book [ or, . 
" in this set of books J with all the different returns of plantation or 
" unattached slaves delivered to him, first, by examining the said entries 
" while his clerk or assistant read the original returns respectively entered · 
" therein, and afterwards by examining the said returns, while his clerk or , 
" assistant read the said entries in this book [ or, set of books] :respectively 
'' made therefrom, and that he is enabled thereby to depose, and does · 
' ' depose~ that the preceding original registry of the plantat_ion or unattached 
" slaves of the Colony of 'l~obago, is in all respects correctly and faithfully 
H made; which Affidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn 
"' to · before the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander 
~, in chief in council, who shall subjoin thereto the following Certificate 
" under his hand and great seal · of the said Island ; but if there be no 
'' great seal, then under the seal at arms of the said governor or corn~ 
" mander in chief." · 

" I, A. B. [inserting his name and title of office J do hereby Certify, That. 
" the above Affidavit was duly sworn before me in council this 

" 
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, ., day of · · one thousand eight hundred and Give'n under TOBAGO. 
" ·my Hand and Great Seal of the CoJ.ony of Tobago [or, .Seal at Arms] ~ -
,, this of . one thousand eight hundred and 

"A. B,.'' (L.. s.) 

And be it further enacted _ by the authority aforesaid, That within six inonths Clause 15th. 
:after the .said original entry shall he closed a11d authenticated as aforesaid, the said Dupli~a_te books of 

:registrar shall prepare accurat~ and p~rfect dup!icat<:s of the said bo~ks or sets of ~~\~ri:;,;~r!r~t;:
1
d 

books of original registry, with their respective mdexes, by causmg the same transmitted to 

respectively to be carefully transmitted into ot~er books of like sizes and forms, England. 

to be provided for that purpose at the public expense, and shall aut11enticate and 
certify each of the said duplicates in the same manner and form ·in all respects, as 
is hereinbefore directed in regard to the said originals respectively, except in the said 
affidavits and certificates to be thereunto annexed, the same shall be described as 
duplicates -0f the original registries and indexes; and the said _duplicate books, 
when so authenticated aild certified, · shall be delivered by the said registrar to _the 
governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief for the time being 
in council, who shall by the first ·safe conveyance transmit the same und'er his offieial 
;seal, for His Majesty's principal secretary of state for the colonial .department 
in England. 

And be it and it is hereby farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in Clause 16th. 
,every year in times to ·come, after the-expiration of the year appointed for the original Annual returns ~f 
Tegistry to wit on the first day of January in every year or within thirty ·days after slaves to be here• 

' ' - ' . after made and 
that day, every owner, renter, or possessor of any s~ave or slaves, or m · the event of buw. ' 

being absent from this Island, then the acting -attorney, manager, or other represen-
tative of such owner, renter, or possessor of any slave or slaves, ei~her belo'nging or· 
usually attached to, or worked or employed upon any plantation· or plantations within 
this Island, who shall own, rent, or possess any unattached slave or slaves whatsoever 
in this Island, whatever his, her or their title or interest may he in _or.to the said slave 
or slaves, plaRtatioti or plantations, shall respectively make out and deliver upon 
oath to the said registrar so appointed, such schedules, lists and particulars i~ writing, 
subscribed by him, her or them, to be caUed his, her, or their '' Annual Returi1 of 
Slaves," containing a true and distinct account of all births and deaths of plahtatio_n-
slaves upon, belonging or attached to, and usually worked and en"lployed on the 
plantation or plantations for which, and of the unattached slaves as above mentionetl of 
which such annual return is made ; and also an account of all deductions from or 
~dditions to the former stock of slaves belonging or attached to or usually worked o_r 
employed upon such plantation or plantations, or owned, rented, or possessed by any 
~uch person or persons within the same period, by other means than deaths or births, 
whether the same shall have happened by permanent desertion, sale of or other 
transfer of plantation, or enfranchisement, or by ·return of fugitive slaves formerly 
registered as permanent deserters, or by purchase, succession, reversion, or such othe.r 
lawful acquisition, or by any lawful importation from other British colonies; which 
particular cause or mode of deduction or addition, shall in all cases be distinctly 
sp~cified in such annual returns ; and in case of purchase or other acquisition, or of 
.sale or other transfer or manumission of slaves formerly registered, the registered name 
:and description of every such newly purchased or acquired, or transferred or manu-
mitted slave, and of his or her former plantation owner, renter or possessor, shall also 
be set forth at lai~ge in such annual return; and when by the death of the owner, 
renter · or possessor, or any other cause, there shall have been, within the p~riod to 
which the return relates, any change of property in, or possession, or permanent 
removal of any slave or slaves from the plantation owner, ·renter, or ·possessor under 
whose names the said were registered, to any other plantation, new owner, renter 
or possessor, which change of property, or possession or remand shall also be men-
tioned in the said annual returns ; and such annual returns' shall also state the whole 
number of slaves then belonging to such plantation own~r, reriter or possessor 
mentioned in such returns, whether plantation or unattached slaves· ; and at the end 
•of such returns respectively, ~hall be summed up and set down in Words at length, 
the whole number of slaves, distinguishing males and females, then _belonging or 
.attached t o, or usually worked or employed upon the plantation or plantations, or of 
the unattach~d slaves for or in respect of whom such annual return is made' ; but. 
when there has been no alteration since the last return, in die number or description 

-·of the slaves, it shaH he sufficient to state the·whole · number of -the sla¥es, . distiri-
.guishing males and females, and to add, " No alteration required by law to be specified 

3380 · has 
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TOBAGO. has taken place since the last return:" And for the better ascertaining the proper form 
~ of such annual returns of slaves, as hereby required to be made, so that no person may 
_ pretend ignorance thereof, a form or example of such annual returns is contained in 

the schedules of this Act annexed and marked (B.) and (C.) to which all persons are 
hereby required, so far as shall be found practicable, to conform ; and public notice 
shall be given by the registrar, in such manner as to him shall 5eern most fit and 
effectual, that a form or pattern of the returns hereby required to be made may 
be seen, and a printed copy thereof, with the bl~11ks to be filled up according to the 
rules aforesaid, obtained at the registrar's office appointed as aforesaid ; and printed 
blank copies of the said forms shall accordingly be provided at the public expense by 

Clause 1 7th • 
. Annual rnturn~ to 
be delivered on 
oath, aud in what 
form. 

the registrar, and delivered gratis to all persons applying for the same. _ 

And be it "and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person 
making and subscribing any such annual return, shall personally deliver the same · to 
the registrar, and shall at the same time take the following oath, which the said 
registrar is hereby empowered to administer ; to wit, 

'"' I, A. B. do solemnly Swear, That the contents of the Schedule or 
" Return :now by me delivered, is true, and that the same contains, to the 
" best of my knowledge and belief, a full, fair and correct account of all 
" the births and deaths which have happened among the slaves attached or 
" belonging · to, or usually worked or employed upon the Plantation therein 
" named, [ or, belonging to the owner, renter or possessor therein named, J 
" or now in my possession, by whatever title or interest, since· the original . 
,., return and registration thereof, or during the last preceding year, and of 
" all other additio~s to or reductions from the said slaves within the same 
" period, from whatever cause, and of the whole number of slaves now 
·" actually belonging and attached to, or usually worked and employed upon 
" the said Plantation, [ or, to the said owner, renter, or possessor J or now 
" in-my possession, by whatever title or inter~st. · 

" So help me GOD." ; 

Clam,e 18th. . And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the registrar 
The former register of this Island shall, on the receipt of such annual returns at his office, forthwith 
of shwes to be d 1 d · h h r · f ted enlar ed procee to cor:-ect, en arge, an contmue pursuant t ereto, t e 1ormer registry o 
~~~r~~nti~ued, g plantation slaves and unattached slaves to which such returns shall respectively relate, 
aecording to the . in manner following ; that is to say, the said registrar shall in the first place carefully 
annual re.turns. compare such returns, and the names and descriptions of slaves therein contained, 

with the original registry of the slaves of the same plantation or plantations, owners, 
renters or possessors respectively, and of such other plantation owners, renters or 

. possessors within this Island, of which or from which any of the said slaves may 

. be stated to have been newly pui·chased, removed or transferred, and also with all 
intermediate continuations and corrections of the said original registry by former 
annual returns, so as to ascertain that the whole number of slaves mentioned in the 
said return corresponds with the original and former entries of slaves belonging to 
the same plantati~n or plantations, owner or -owners, renter or renters, possessor or 
possessors respectively; and in case there shall be found an apparent inconsistency 

. between any such annual returns, and the said original or former annual registries 
of slaves belonging to the same plantation or plantations, owner or owners, renter or 
renters, possessor or possessors respectively, or if in case any slave or slaves returned 
as newly acquired by purchase or transfer, succession, reversion, or removal from 
any other plantation or plantations, or former owner, renter or possessor, there shall 
not appear in t4e preceding return for such other plantation or plantations, or fonner 
owner or owners, a corresponding entry of the same slaves as deducted by sale or
t-ran_sfer, determination of estate or otherwise, from the last registered stock of such 
other plantation or plantations, or former owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor 
or posse.s&ors; the registrar shall give notice thereof to the owner or owners, renter or 
renters, possessor or possessors, or other party or parties making such return or returns, 
to e?(plain or remove such apparent inconsistency or defect, the same shall accordingly 
b_e done to the entive satisfaction of the said registrar by an examination upon oath, 
if necessary, which oath the said registrar is hereby empowered to -administer. But 
if the party or parties refuse or omit so to explain, and if necessary, to corre.ct the 
same, ·he, she or they shall be subject to the penalties enacted by the twenty-fifth and 
twentr-sixth clauses -of this Act, as the case may be, m1ly as to the particular slaves in. -

· quest1on, 
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question, saving nevertheless · to him,-· her or them, , such remedy by appeal·as -is TOBAGO. 
hereafter provided, in cases of any error or misconduct herein by the· said registrar. . "----..__~ 

And be it . and it is hereby enacted by the author~ty aforesaid, _ 'Fhat · immedi ... Clause 19th . 

. ately from and after such comparison and examination as aforesaid, every return Annual bret~n~_s 

I . h h II b r d . . . h h .d . . 1 d d. l . how to e i eg1s-w uc s . a e 1oun mcons1stent wit t e _sa1 origma an prece mg annua reg1s- tered 
tries, or which shall have been satisfactorily explained or corrected as aforesaid, shall · 
be registered in the said books of registry: that is to say, when any such return shall 
.state that there has been no alteration in the numbers and descriptions of the slaves
since the last returns for the same pl~ntation, or the sa~d owner or owners, renter or 
renters, possessor or possessors of unattached slaves, the said registrar shall carry 
forward the whole number so last returned to a new page in the said original book 
of registry, and shall enter and insert under the same;-· " No alteration by the re-
'' turn of the year one thousand eight hundred and · · as by retll;rn 
" dated · . , " . and shall subscribe ~is name to such entry. 
But as to slaves stated in any such annual returns to have died or to have been sold, 
or otherwise transferred or to have been manumitted, removed, or to have perma
nently deserted, the · said registrar shall write in the column of corrections of tlie- said 
original registry, and of every intermediate annual registry wherein the name of any 
such deceased, sold, transferreg, removed or manumitted slave or deserter shall have 
been inserted in the proper space of the said column, opposite to · the name of such 
slave, the words " deadl or sold, transferred, removed or d~serted," as the case may 
he ; and the said registrar shall then proceed to sqm up the n~mber of all slaves which, 
by any of the means aforesaid, have been deducted from the former and last registered 
account of the stock of slaves belonging to the same plantation, or to the same owner 
or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors of unattached slaves, as the case 
may be, since the said last registered returns, and shall deduct the whole number 
thereof from the last.registered account of slaves of such plantation, owner or owners, 
xente1~ or renters, possessor or .possessors, and shall carry forward the remaining num .. 
ber thereof to a new page of the proper book of registry, making a written reference 
thereto at the first of the page from which the same is carried, and .subscribing the 
same with his n~me; and in such new page, and in as many successive pages as may 
he necessary, -shall be afterwards inserted the names and descriptions of all slaves 
mentioned in the same annual returns to have been newly adde<;l to the former re ... 
gistered ~tock, by any of the lawful means aforesaid, distinguishing all the particulars 
in the said original registry, but also the particular mode of acquisition of every such 
newly added slave by the word " born, purchased, returned, removed, imported," 
or ,such other brief designation as may be applicable to each case. 

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That at the end Clause 20th. 
of every such registration of each annual return, the said registrar shall carefully At _the e~d of the 
sum up and insert in words at length, the whole number of slaves, distinguishing reg1str

1
atiotn of etahch 

1 r l • h annua re urn, e 
ma es and 1ema es, appearmg by the same return t en to belong to the same planta- whole number of 
tion, for which, or the owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors by ~laves then belong
whom or on whose behalf the return is made, and sh_all subscribe the same with his 10& to each plan• 

n~me, and shall a~so subscribe his name at the bottom of each page containing the ~:~~e~ ;;::~ be 
said -annual returns. entered 

And whereas it may happen in some instances, that owners, renters and possessors Clause 2ut . 
of slaves within this colony, at the time of the said first or original registration, or of . 
some subsequent annual registration, may from accident or unavoidable impediment, 
omit to return the same for registration, within the times hereby respectively lim_ited 
for that purpose, or that persons in possession of slaves, ·not their own absolute pro .. 
perty, may wilfully make such omissions without the concurrence or consent of the ab-
sent owners or.persons interested in such slaves; Be it therefore further e))acted by the ~ 
authority aforesaid, That if any owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or .pos-
sessors of slaves within this colony, shall have omitted to make his, her or their retui,n 
thereof within the time hereinbefore limited for the said first or original registration, 
or the subsequent annual registrations, within the tirrie hereinbefore in that re.spect 
limited; and if sueh owner .or owners, re~ter or renters, possess.or or possessors, or 
any person or persons, who at the time of such omission was, or who· shall have since 
become the owner, renter or posse'ssor, whether •in his own right or in · the right of 
any other person or persons, of any slave. or slaves so omitted to be returned, shall a.t 
the time of making any one of his or their three next annual returns after ·any such 
omission or default, apply to the governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in 
.chief of such colony, in council and rove to his satisfaction b s eh credible evi-



n: 

dence as from the nature 0f the case may be reasonably expected and required~ that 
L--•!!!!l!l!lla.'v-_ ..... __ .,1 such omission was not wilfol, but arose from some specified accident. or other un"'\ 

avoidable impediment, or from the neg~ect of some person or pei:sons other than the 

TOBAGO. 

Clause 22d. 
General accoun h 
or abstracts of all 
annual returns to 
be made out by 
the registrar and 
authenticated on 
oath, and trans
mitted to England. 

true and absolute owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors of the 
said slave or slaves, it shall be lawful for such governor, lieutenant g.overnor, or civil 
commander in chief, in council, to order that such party or parties so making his, 
her or their annual return next after such omission or default to the said registrar, 
shall be at liberty te insert the names and descripti0ns, and all other particulars 
nereinbefore required of and relating. to all and every slave or slaves, the subject of 
any such former omission or default; and also in such return such _ account as is 
hereinbefore directed, of the births and deaths, and of all other deductions from or 
additions to the stock of slaves, in respect of which such returns are made, which 
shall have occurred within the preceding one, two, or three years, as the case may 
be; and such return, when duly made and registered, together with the cause of 
the formei'· omission or default, and the date of the order for supplying the same, 
which shall be certified and signed by the said registrar on the registry of each re-. 
turn, in the proper book, shall from thenceforth be deemed and taken to be as valid 
and effectual for all purposes of this Act, as if the matters therein contained had been. 
duly returned and registered at the proper period. 

And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on or before the first day 
of August in each year, the said registrar shall carefully make out a general account 
or abstract of all the annual returns that' shall have been made and registered in ~ml 
for the last year aforesaid, wherein shall be inserted, in alph~betical order, and in 
two divisions, the one containing plantation, slaves, and the other unattached slaves, 
the result of each annual return according to the registration thereof; to wit,-The 
registered names of plantations or owners, renters or possessors, the number of 
births and deaths of slaves with their names and descriptions, and the amount and 
particulars of all other deductions or additions respectively specified in each return, 
and also the whole remaining or existing number of slaves then appearing by the re .. 
gistry to belong to such plantation owner, renter or possessor, for which or whom 
the return has been made; and the registrar shall also make out a fair copy or dupli
cate of every such general account or abstract, and shall subscribe both the original 
and duplicate thereof with his name, . and shall subjoin to each of the same ~n affi~ 
davit in the following form ; to wit, 

" Before personally appeared · 
" the registrar of slaves of this Colony of Tobago, who being duly sworn 
'' on the Holy Evangelists, makes oath and says, That the preceding account 
" or abstract of all the returns of plantation and unattached ~laves re., 
" spectively, that have been received at and registered in the registry of 
" slaves in this Island in the present year ; and that the same contains, and 
" truly and accurately specified, all such p~rticulars as he the said registrar 
" is required by law to make therein, according to the best of his knowledge, 
'' he having carefully compared the same with the said returns and the 
" registry thereof remainir1:g in his said office." 

Which Affidavit being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn before 
the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil commander in chief in council, who 
shall certify the same to have been sworn in manner hereinbefore directed, in re
spect of the said original books of registry, and the said annual abstracts or accounts 
shall be thereupon delivered to the said governor, lieutenant governor, or civil com
mander in chief, who shall carefully transmit one of the said accounts or abstracts by 
the first safe conveyance, under his official seal, to His Majesty's principal secretary 
of state for the colonial department in England, retaining the said duplicate 
or copy until he sha11 be informed that the oriO'inal thereof has been received, 
or that the same has miscarred ; in which latter cas; he shall in like manner transmit 
the duplicate or copy to the said secretary of state. 

Clause 23d. Provided always, and be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid 
If r~turns unduly That if the said registrar shall in the exercise of his sai<l office, refuse to receive for 
rece1 ved or refused · · k · · for regi;tration by reg1str~t10n any re!urn! or tom~ e any e_ntry which he oug~t to receive or_ make 
the registrar, ac~ordmg to the directions herem contamed, and the true mtent and meamng of 
parties aggrieved this Ac~, or shall co:ntrary to the said' directions or to the true intent and meaning 
may appeal td the hereof, receive for registration any return, or make or cause or suffer to be made any 

,_.,,,,.~- ~ ""'--"-,,..-...J.,,..-· o.1--- " __ lJ_ - -L L L,,,. "' -=.oa~m m'1d "_t ~,!111 1.!J.w.fu fo~ r · 



I TO THE TREATMENT QF SLA.VES .. 47 

in chief for the time heing, pi;ay.h1g.relief against such default. ori ,~ia~onqilct 0£ the TOBAGO. 
said registrar; anil th~ governor, lie~tena~nt g.o:ver~oi;, or ci,viI com;ma:nder i;Q,, phjef ~ 
for the time being, shall forthwith cause . a copy of sup~ petition or eoro}?l,ainfio ,be 
served upon the said registrar, with notice to him to answer the m:atter thereof in 
writing by an early day to be for that purpose app0inted; attd the. said governor, 
lieutenant governor, or civil. commaitider in chief in· council., and! by ai:tid with the 
advice of his council, shall thereupo:r;i proceed in a sum,mary m.auner, but upoa written. 
evidence, to examine the matter of such petition or complaint, and with · th.e advice of 
the council to make such order thereupon as to the costs of the appeal as shall seem 
just and proper: which ord.er the said registrar and th~ said party qr parties 
'petitioning ·and complaining respectively shall be h0und to obey: but it shall Never-
theless he lawful for ei,the:r of th.e said parties to af>peal :fr@m the decision of such 

· governor, lieutenant governor, 01: civil comm.antler in chief in council to His 
Majesty in his privy council, giving such security or securities thereupon as are 
usual in other cases of such appeals ; and whenever in pursuance of any decision of 
the said governor, lieu.tenant governor, or civil commander in chief' for the time 
being in council, or of His Majesty in his privy council, any entry ·in either 0£ the 
said books of registry shall be made, expunged or altered, the insertion, c0rrectiou or 
,alteration so made shall be valid and effectual for all the purposes of this act, any 
thing contained to the contr-ar-y thereof notwithstanding. 

l ', 

Be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the register Clause ~4 tb .. 
shall wilfully make, or knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false or fraudulent Pe~alties on the 
~ntry in the books of registry in his office, or either of diem, or in any of the said ~·eg1sti:_ar for .. m~k-

.acc?unts or abstracts her~b¥ directed ~o be made out, or shall fraudulently e~ase, ~~~ ~:if ::i;};~;!Ui
obhterate or alter, or knowmgly permit or suffer to be fraudulently erased, obhte~- lent tl)tries in t~e 
ated or altered, any entry which shall have been duly . made in the said books of r~g~st,r:,~, 
books of reO'istry or either of them, the said registrar shall upon conviction of anrl; for frat\(\µl, 11.~ 

any such offence, not only be Hable to all such pains and penalties as ought by the er3isl;}_\·es. 

laws in force within this colony, at the time of su,ch offence, to be inflicted upon 
persons convicted of forging or fraudulently altering public judicial records, b1;1t 
shall for ever forfeit his said office, and shall be incapable of ever after holding the 
same, and shall w.oreover be liable to the civil suits or actions of all and ~very person 
or person~ who shall sustain any damage or injury by such offence, wp.@. besides full 
reparation for evf3ry such damage or injury shall recov~r agfliinst such registrar 
double costs of suit ; and if any person or person~ in this colony sha~l wµfully m~ke, 
or cause or procure to be :made any false or fraudulent entry in the said boo_ks of 
registry or either of them, or in the said accounts or abst:i:acts f?l: ~~ther of them, ~very 
such person or persoµs so offending shaJl upQn conviction be liable to :111 ~uch pain$ 
and penaltie~ as ought by the laws of this Colony to be inflicted upon per.soHs CQnvict,ed 
of fraudulently forging or altering public judicial records. ' 

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any pe~son Clause 2sth. 
or persons making any st;teh original or annual returns of slaves as afor.esaid in this Penal~ies for falsely 
colony, shall falsely and wilfully insert therein any name or. names, deseription or returnmg asbsl

1
aves 

d · · f I 1 t d d l l b. 1 • 1.. · ..1 persons not e ong-escript10ns o any s ave or s aves, or pre en e s .ave or s aves .· e ongm~ or attaGneu. ing to the planta-
to and usually worked or employed on any plantatIQn OF plantat10ns, or 1f any owner tion or owner. 
or owners, renter or re;nters, possessor or possessors of any unattacµe.d slaves, knowing 
that snch slave or slaves, or pr~tended slave or slaves as shall be so ;named and 
described doth not or do not in. fact belong or i~ or are attacp.ed t~, ·or is or a,re 
usually worked or employeq. on such plantation or plantations, or by sµch owner or 
owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors, ~t the time of m~]ring such return, 1 

any per~on or persons so offending shall forfeit for every slave or pretended slave · so 
falsely ret11rned, the sum of one hundred pounds sterling money, to be recovered in 
such mam)er as any qther penalty or forfeiture may be recov~red in this Island, by 
action of debt, plaint or information, in the court of common pleas qf this Island, one 
moiety thereof to be applied to the public uses of this colony, ap,4 the other moiety 
thereof to the use of such person or persons as shall inform, sue, and prosecute f ~r the 
same : Provided always, that no person shall be liable to any such penalty or forfeiture 
as last aforesaid in respect to any slave er slaves which he or she shall 'prove to have 
been at the time of the return a,ctually employed upon _the pla;ntfltion or in the

1 

,service of the asserted owner or owners, renter or renters, possessor or possessors, 
to which the same were represented by such return to belong, alt4,ough he or she sh~ll 
not be able to prove that the property or possession of such slaves· pr slave was such 

338. . as 
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TOBAGO. as stated i~ the returns, except when the 
1

p~osecutor shall give evidence beyond-the 
\_ ___ -v,-___ ., falsification of the retur~ in the point of property or possession, · to show that the same 

Cl~use 26th. 
Penalties on per
son~ wilfully neg
leoting to make 
original or annual 
returns. 

was fraudulently ~or wilfully false. 

And be -it and ·it is hereby enacted by the autho.rity aforesaid, That if any person 
or· persons shall · wilfully neglect · or refuse to make any original_ or annual return of 
any. slave or slaves required by this act, or in making any origi;nal or annual return 
of any slave or slaves required by this act, shall fraudulently and wilfully neglect a~d 
omit to return in the lists or schedules thereof any slave or slaves, or the desc_ription 
or descriptions of any slave or slaves, which by this act they are required to return, 
he she ·or they shall forfeit for every such slave so fraudulently and wilfully neglected 
or omitted ·as aforesaid, one hundred pounds sterling, one moiety . of w~ich_ to be ap
plied to the public· uses ·of this c~lony, and the other moiety thereof to su~h pers9:Q or 
persons.as shall sue,- inform, and-prosecute for the same, with full costs of s~it, to be 
recovered by action of debt, -plaint or · information, in the coµrt of common pleas i~ · 
this Island ; ande:very slave, for the neglect _and omission of enr~gistering wholl!, the 
owner, renter or possessor, or the person or persons making the said returns, shall 
have been so fined, shall be dealt with as a slave imported contrary to the laws for the 
abolition of the slave trade, unless the claimant shall within twelve months establish 
by sufficient proof, or the evidence of one or more . credible witness or witnesses, 
before 'the governor .or commander in chief for the time being in council, that such 
slave has not been illegally imported, but came bondfide into his her or their posses_sion. 

Clause 27th. And be it and it is· hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That whenever by 
When slaves be- reason of the wilful default of any person or persons making any original or annual 
come entitled to f 1 1 k 
the provisions of return o any save ors aves, which he she or they are by this act .required to ma ·e, 
the abolition act, the same shall be treated as a slave _ or slaves imported contrary to the Abo~ition ~et, 
by the wilful defa1:1lt the party or parties making such default, shall be liabl~ to pay and. satisfy to such 

d
ofcany

1 
person, the persons, not privy and . consenting to such default, as shall be prejudiced thereby, in 

eiau ter to be f h. h h · r · - · h I 1 h r. Il liable in damages re,sp~ct _o 1s er. or t eir 1ormer ·property or mterest -m sue s a~e or saves, t e 1u 
to the party pre- ,amo~nt_ of all damages by him or them sustained, and three times the value of such 
judiced. shwe or slayes at the time of such default, together with _costs of suit. 

Clause 118th. 4"nd be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person 
Penalties on persons or persons shall by means of any false or fraudulent return or entry by him· her or 
holding any uegro,- them, or by or with his· her or their procurement, consent, privity or knowledge, 
&c. in slavery, by 
means .of any false made· in the registry of slaves of this Island, keep, hold, or ·attempt to keep or hold in 
returns. slavery any African or other negro or mulatto, or o·ther coloured person lawfully . en-

titled to f~eedom, and shall be thereof lawfully convicted, he she or they shall forfeit 
and pay for every African· or negro, mulatto, or other coloured person; the subject of 

· any such offence, the sum of two hundred pounds sterling, one· moiety thereof to be 
applied to the public uses of this colony, and the other moiety thereof to such person 
or persons as shall sue, inform and pros_ecute for the same, with full costs of suit, to be 
recovered by action of debt, plaint or informatjon, in the Court of Common Pleas in 
this Island, but without prejuqice to the party injured by him her or them, pursuing 
their remedy by action at common law, in trespass, false imprisonment, or otherwise~ 
for such illegal detention or attempt. 

Clause 29th. And whereas the .peace and safety of this Island may be endangered by the un
N egroes and people con~rolled and unlimited introduction of negro or coloured persons, dangerous ;te~~;:f ~e~o [:;;:;t ch~racters pretending to 'be free, and fugitives from either British or foreign colol).ies : 
the governor, a And-whereas circumstances of recent occurrence in our immediate neighbourhood 
member of cou11cil, in the West Indies, especially require that the same should-be mo·st strictly ·guarded 
orregistrarofslaves, against and prevented; Be it therefore and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
within ten davs r ·a Th 11 I 
after their ar;ival, a.1,oresa1 , · at a negroes, mu attoes, mustees, or people of colour arriving in the 
and produce cettifi- Island, and claiming or pretending to be free persons, shall be · and they are hereby 
cate, &c. of free- obliged and required, within ten days _after their arrival, to present and report them
dom, or be liable sel_ves to the governor or commander in chief 'for 'the time heing· , or any member 
to be ordered to f H" M •1 , 
depart this colony. o _ .. IS ajesty's c_ounc~, or ,the registrar of slaves of th_is Island, under the pe-

nalty of twenty pounds current money of this Island, to · be levied by_ warrant 
directed to. the provost mars~al, o~ his la~vful deputy; in the nature of an execu
tion iss~ing . ~ut of t~e court of c~mmon pleas of this Island, and to be executed 
at any time of t~e year, under the_ ha~ds and seals of two justices of the peace; 
unless su~h per~on o_r persop.s so cl.aiming or p'retending to b~ free, and refusing to 

...__ _______ _;_n~at1n · .s:is erehv: ieonir.e_d thei re_sn~e_cti:~e ma umissions certificate of freedom, 
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, freedom, shall forthwith depart this Island, according to such order and dire'ction, TOBAGO. 4 

and within the time limited .by such order and .direction, as shall .in that case be~ 
. u ade by the governor, lieu.tenant governor, •or commander in chief for the time 
being, or any member ,of His Majesty'.s council, , or any two j-H-stices of the peace, 
such order being under .the hand and seal .of the party or par:ties making the 

. same, and any member of His Majesty's council, •Or any two justices of the peace _ 
granting such order or direction .aforesaid, shall report the same in writing, with 

. all the particulars relating thereto, to the governor or .commander in chief for the 
time being, within three days ( such order shall not be executed until it r,eceive the 
approbation of the governor or CQmmander in -chief, in writir~g) ·and shall and are 
hereby required also to return from time to time .a list of all .so fined, and 1-~ho shall 
have failed to produce their respective manumissions, certificates -of freedom, or 
.other well-authenticated and sufficient instrument to :establish 11is, l1er or their · 
freedom, or who shall have been so ordered to depart, -or who -shall not have o:beyed 
and complied with any such order and directien to the .clerk of the cmmcil, and the 
clerk of the assembly, to be laid before the two houses -of legislature, at -their usual 

.quarterly or other meetings for the dispatch of public business. 

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the certi- Clause 30th. 
ficate of the registrar of slaves for this Colony by him subscribed, and copies or The cer_ti ficate -0f 

fi l k f h. ffi f h · · f l l l · the regrntrar to be extracts rom t 1e boo so 1s o ce o t e reg1stratwn .o . any s a:ve .or saves t 1erem_, evidence of th 

·shall be receiv.ed in all courts of this Island, and by all judges th~!ein~ as suf- registration 
0

/ 

ficient evidence of the authority of such copy or extract, and as sufficient evidence slaves ... 

prima facie of the matter so certified, saving n~verthe1€:~s to the party or parties 
-against whom' such evidence is adduced, the right of contradicting, impeaching, or 

. correcting the same by an inspection of and comparison with the original book or 
-book~ of registry in the Colony, or the duplicate thereof, or the accounts and ab-
-stracts to be transmitted as aforesaid to the said secretary of st~te, or such other 
evidence as shall be sufficient according to the laws now in force in this Islando 

' And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from Clause 
3

,st. 
. and after the three next following annual returns after the final closing and After the closing of 
authentication of such original registry . of slaves in this colony as hereinbefore the original registry 
directed, no estate, rigl1t, title, property, or interest whatsoever, at law or in equity, no et st~te ?r pro-
f I l · " · I h 11 b d r: d h II per y m slaves to o or to any s ave or s aves m tlus co ony, s a e create or trans1erre , or s a. be (·reatcd or trans ... 

in any manner pass by sale or mortgage, gift, grant, or other voluntary alienation, fe,-i-;,d ullless they 
or by judgment at law, decree or execution1 nor by marriage, .succession, inheritance, shall ha_ve be~ 
will, devise, administration, or otherwise howsoever, unless such slave or slaves shall duly registere<J 0 

have been ·first duly registered according to the directions hereinbefore contained: 
:Provided always, that no deed or instrument shall be avoided or impeached by reason Provided always 

of a clerical error in setting forth the names and descriptions of any slave or slaves !hat no -deed _ or' 

therein or in any schedule thereto contained· nor shall the same be avoided or mstrument shall be 
impeaci1ed by reason of any disagreement betw;en the said names and descriptions of ~~·:i,7~" 

1 
b)'. r;ason 

the entries thereof in the books of registry or duplicate registry, which shall have error: .lti:\he 
arisen from any error or default of the registrar or his clerks in extracting and ".amt or <lescrip
certifying the said names and descriptions without the fraudulent contrivance or tion of slavrs. 

wilful default of the parties to such deed or instrument; provided ·!so, that nothing Nothing herein to 
herein contained shall extend, or be construed to avoid, hinder or impeach any will, avoid o;: impeach 
· codicil or other testamentary paper, or any probate or letters of administration, o~ any will, &c. fo~ 

bill ·f I · · • d b d h want of the re.g1~-~ny . o· sa e, ass1g1:n~ent, conveyance, or mstrum~nt ma e . y _or un e.r t e tered namee and .. 
authority of any comrruss10ners of bankrupt, or any public officer appomted to assign description of 
or convey auy insolvent's estate or effects, or· by or under the authority of any. court s1 ave&~ 
,of justice or any officer thereof, or in the execution of any legal process, by reason 
that registered names and descriptions of any slaves are _ not set forth in.s11ch bill, 
codicil, -testamentary papers, probate .letters of administration, bill of sale., assign
ment, .coBv~yance or instrument. 

And whereas various returns of negro and other slaves are . now 'by ·several Acts ill Clause .3
2

• 

force in this Island required to be annually made, namely, under the Act commonly Returns _made 
qtlled the Road Bill, under the Act .to encourage the further -introduction of white ·un<ln this act to 
inhabitants into this Island, commonly called the Deficiency Bill, and under the Act supe rs~td.e tfh~ll 

d 11 . . l d A A . . h D f h O I d . .necess1 y O a .passe annua y, mt1tu e , " n et .to ascertam· t. e ebts .o t :e ··o ony, an to raise a1mual .returns of 

a sum of Money for the payment of the same," commonly called_-the Money Bill'; by slaves now requ ired 
each or all of which .various sum or sums of-money, forfeitures, ·penalties, pro1·)ortions to be .rna:de ~nder 
f. I I b h } · d d d bl d h t be Road B 111 

bo ro11ac a our, or ot er c 1arges, arfe nnpos
1
e an ma ~ pahy_a e

1 
un er ·sue return Deficiency BiiJ, nr 

y a owners, renters, .or possessors o. any s ave or slayes m .t 1s Jsiand.: And ·v)-Jie~eas Annual .Mone , · ll. 
~ 8 . . 

r 



,1 

I 

'I 
I 

I 

I 

·TD.BAGOo the strict and minute r.eturns required and to .be made und-er this Act, will supersede 
~ .and prevent th_e ~ecessity of such other abol'e-m~ntio~ed ~eturns in future; · Be ~ 

therefore and 1t 1s ·hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after 
the time at and when the present Act shall be passed, . and being duly proclaimed, 
shall be in complete force and effect, and while the offices of ·public treasurer and 
register shall be held by the same person, no other annual return of negroes or other 
slaves required to be made by any Act now in force in this Island need be tnade ; but 
that all proportions of road labour, and all forfeitures, penalties, bounties, payments 
.and receipts according to th~ before-mentioned bill, commonly called the Road Bill, 
:and all forfeitures, penalties, bounties, receipts, payments, or liabilities of any nature, 
,or description according to the Act before mentioned, to encourage the introdu~tion 
:of white inhabitants into this Island, commonly called the Deficiency Bill, and all 
1Sums or sums of money to be raised in the nature of a poll tax, or under any Act 
now 01~ hereafter to be in force in this Island, whereby any -sum or sums of money shall 
be raised by a rate p~r he~d upon all or any slave or slaves within the Island, whether 
the said slave or slaves shall belong or be ·attached to or worked. or usually employed 
upon any estate or plantation, or whether the said slave or slaves be unattached to 
,any plantation or estate, shall be fixed, rated, ascertained and, determined by and 
.according to the original and annual returns upon oath of the total number of slaves 
returned from time to time by virtue of this present bill, to establish a public registry 
,of slaves in this Island, and that until the same shall be repealed, or the offices of 
treasurer and registrar be held by separate persons, I).O other returns· shall be deemed 

Clau-se 33d. 
Appointment of 
~he reg_istrar's 
salary. 

necessary or called for. · . · 
. . 

And whereas it is highly expedient that the important office of registrar of slaves 
of this Island should be held and exercised by a person in whose abilities~ honour, 
~nd integrity the utmost confidence and reliance may be· properly placed, and that 
the duties and responsibility attached to the said office, should be sufficiently 
Temunerated; and as the labour, trouble, and_expense attendant upon the due execu..:. 
tion of the said office, will for the first year thereof ( or the year within which the 
original returns of all slaves are required to be made) considerably exceed the trouble, 
labour, and expense necessary in all subsequent years, du.ring which ·the annual 
return of all slaves is alone required ; Be it· therefore and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That thel'e shall be paid to the said registrar for his salary, 
for the first year of his holding and executing the said office (being the year in 

· which the original returns of all slaves are required to be made) to be. reckoned 
from the first day of January in one year to the first day of January in the next 
.subsequent year ; and when and after all the original return or returns are· duly 
registered and certified, and the duplicate books of the said returns or registries 
delivered as herein required to the governor or commander in chief for the time 
being in council, and all the office certified copies of the lists and schedules 
prepared and delivered, or ready to be delivered to the parties entitled to the same,
the s.um of five hundred pounds <=!urrent money of this Island, and that for each 
and every subsequent year of his holding and executing the said office, reckoning: 
from the first day of January in one year, until the first day of · January in the next 
:Subsequent year (in which period all annual returns of slaves are required to be 
-made) there shall be paid to the said registrar, for his salary for that year, or in 
that proportion for any ~ess time than a year ; and when and after all the said 
annual returns shall be duly registered and certified, and the duplicate books- of 
-the said annual returns or registry delivered as herein required to the governor· 
or commander in chief for the time being in council, and also the o~ce certified· 
:eopies of the lists and schedules prepared and delivered, or ready to be delivered to 
the parties entitled to the same, the sum of four hundred pounds current money 
of t4is Island; and that the said sum of · five hundred pounds current money of this 
Island for the first year, and the sum · of four hundred pounds current money for the 
next and every subsequent year, during which the said registrar shall hold an_d · 
execute the s_aid office according to the enactments hereby made, ordered, and 
provided, shall be in full and in lieu of all fees, claims, and demands whatsoever, in 
his capacity of registrar ; save and except that the said registrar shall be entitled · 
to d~!11~nd and receiye for every certified office copy of or extracts from any annual 
or origmal returns of any schedules, lists, or returns of .a~y slave or slaves made to 
.and ~egistered in his office of registrar, the sum of three shillings and sixpence 
:current money ~f this Island, for the same, if the said office copy or extract shall 
not exce~d or relate to above the number of twenty .slaves, and the sum of one shilling · 
· d_sixnence r · ent mo e~ of hi_s IslancLmnre for ever_v ten slaves addition al : .. and . 
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t11at every 11erson or persons shall have free access to the ,said office bo ex.amine the TOBAGO. 
said lists? ·schedules and ·returns, and the book -or. books of registry in the .-said office, u ___ ""'e,;,,.---~ 
~on paying the ·said registrar eight sJ1illings a»d three-pence current money -of this 
Island, for eveTy searcb ; it being hereby un4erstood and .declared that no charge, fee 
JOf demand whatever is to be made as. respecting those -single -0ffice :co,pies of a11-·rngis ... . 
tered lists or schedules of slaves before .mentioned, wh-ich are hereinbefor-e -directed to 
l>e prepared and delivered to 1.the owner or ·owne~s, renter or renters, possessor or 
possessors, or the ,party ·or ·partie~ making the said returns, or the inspection -of the 
1·egistrar' s b~oks, whic~ the said persons are aJlow~d tQ make for the purpose of ascerr 
taining that the said returns, lists or schednles have been .actually registered .according 
to law. 

And be it and it is hereby en-acted by the authority .aforesaid, That 1n ,case any ·e-Iause :34t'h. 

_person or persons shall be guilty of wilful a'nd corrupt perjury 'by _swearing_ false~y, Pe1j.ury ·cornrnitt~'tl 
.and knowing the same to be false, to .any original ·or .annual returns, schedules or lists in ~ny mau~1-~r re

:of any slave or slaves, ·before the registrar l1ert:in appointed by tbis Act, ,or -shall ~~atmg t::~; 1
~Act, 

wilfully make or subscribe before the said registrar any -oath, knowing it to be fals~, o-w p.u i .. a.le ., 

and which the said registrar under this Act is hereby authorized to administer, he~ 
-she, or they may -be prosecuted by indictment, and be punished .as in .case-s of wi:lfol 
purjury at ,common law. 

A~-d be it and it is hereby enacted by the author~ty a~oresaid, That nothin·g here1!1 Clause .35tb. 
contamed shall extend, or be construed to extend, m any manner to abrogate, deten- Nothing contain~·d 

orate, interfere with,- or ahridge the rights and privileges held by this• Island., ,am!' in this Act to ~e 
,granted to its inhabitants by His Majesty.'s most gracious Pr-0.clamation,ofthe:seventh {~ns_t_r;~: t~a;r1<lg~ 
-0f October one thousand seven hundted _and sixty-three, and_ the twenty_-sixth pr1,,.,.;;~ge: ~~an-ted 
,of March one thgusand .seven hundred and sixty-four, under the faith an'd promises -of t:o this Jslan<l 1by 
which as therein .set forth, £or th€ protection of their persons and proper,ties, -the f~m~er proc.lama- _ , .. \ 
lands O! this Island were purc~ased. :11nd settled ~y _the present inhabitants or t~eir .~i;;' treaties. au(i 
predecessors; or under the Cap1tulahon .of the th1rt1eth of June one thousand ·eight 
hundred and three, whereby this Island was surrendered to His Majesty',s arms, or 
under tbe late Treaty of Paris, of the thirtieth of May -one thousand ,eight hundred 
.and fourteen, by which this Island was finally ceded to .and restored to the United 
Kingdom ; and that nothing shall hereby interfere with, abrogate, diminish, .or alter 
:any of the laws, customs, ordinances, rights or privileges by which this Island has 
been heretofore governed, or by and in conformity to and in the right of which the 
inhabitants and proprietors thereof have hitherto claimed, ·OV\:ned, used or possessed. 
any property, or exercised ~my of the rights of property,whatsoever within the same., 
,other than . the sam'< µiay be expressly altered, changed, enlarged, or amended. · 
by this present Act, any thing contained to the contrary thereof iri any way 
11otwithstanding. 

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That five hun- Clantiie s6tfh. 
,dred copies of this Act shall be printed at the public .expense and distributed, or T~is Act to b~ 

otherwise disposed of, as the Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being, pr_ibn too, ao<l :<l-i-s--

h P ·a f h C . ·1 h S . k f h A hl d h R . , . . f 51 tn u te,d -by the t e res1_ ent o. t e oun?I , t e pea er. o t e sserp, y, an t -e . e_g1stra1 o . d.a,res gov.erno·r-, ,presjdent 

for the time bemg .shall direct. of the council, speaker of the asseml>Jy: and registrnr of ·slaves. 

And be it and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall Cl3:ut;e '3 7t_h. 
be deemed, adJ"udged and taken to be a Public Act., and be .J·udicialhr taken notice of dThis ~ ,et tp.~ beb

1
-. ' 

• • J,.. eem@'u a u -1c 
. .as such, by all coorts of Justice whatsoever. Aet, and taiken.notice of as su~h.. 

And :be it and it is, hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, _That .the force, · Clause 3s t!h. 

r.effu~t and operation of this Act ·shall be and is hereby suspend~d until His Royal !his Act no~ to· ?e 
Highness the Prince Reo-.ent acting by a:nd -on the behalf of His Majesty shall rn ~orce .until His 

I ' d k k' 0 h 'R 1· I h · ' MaJestv~s p.leasu.re ,dee are an ma e nown t e oya p easure and assent t e~e~o.. ,i,s -.known. 

Passed the Council the twenty-third of January one thousand ·eight hund.r.e,d 
and -.sewente.en. · Geo. Cumine, President of Council. 

Samt Hall, Clerk Council. 

Passed ·.the H~se or G.eneral Assembly, the twenty-third . ,of January on~ 
thousand eight hundred and _seventeen. · . · 

: E. Piggptt, Speaker of_the House :of General Assembly • 
.Assented ·to, this .eighth d31~ .. ,of February (one thousand ~~ght hundred aucl 

&eventeen. : · - F. P. Robinson, Governor.. 
Duly Proclaimed, ,this eleventh day af .February 0111e thousand ·eight hundred and 

seventeen. · John Barnes_, Dep. Pro. Marshat . 

338. 
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. (A:)- ~Original RRTURN of Plantation Slaves {or ·.unattacned Slaves) as 
.the .case may be. 

·SCHEDULE. 

Jhe original Return of .A . B. for the Plantation C .. D. in tbe pai~ish of Saint 
for the total number of all Slaves belonging or attached thereto, or 

usually worked or .employed thereon, .( or in Return of unattached Slaves.) _ The 
original .Return of A. B. of the town ( or parish) of C. D . . of the total number .of 
all Slaves belongi~g to, mvned and _possessed ~y him, her or them ( as the cas.e 
may be.) 

·- ---- - -

Name3 of 

J ''\ Colour. Age~ Country. Usual Employ. 
I 

Males. Females. 
- --

I 

Harry - - I. _., ·- ·- Black - - - 30. African - - Fie1d. 
.1 

Adjua -· - - - - - .. 25. Creole - - Field. 
' j 

Quami.na -- -- .,. -- ·- - Yellow skin - 40. African - ·- Driver. 

Neliy, ·- - M ula.tto - - 20. Creole - - Sempstress. 

- . - - --

Total, · two hundred and one mal~ and two hundred and ten female slaveso 

" Sworn to before me, this day of J animry one thousand eight 
" hundred and to be ·-a true and distinct account, according to the 

.. ,., Registry Bill of this Island. (Signed) " A. B." 
" Owner, manager, renter, 

·" W .. B. Registrar/' attorney, possessor, ( as 
the case may be.''.) 

TOBAGO. 

JB.)-, Annual RETURN of Plantation Slave~.• -

.SCHEDULE_. 

'The Return ,of .LI.., Ba .for the .Plantation called C. D. · in the parish of Saint 
for the total ·numb.er _ of &laves belonging or attached thereto, --or 

usually worked or employed thereon ; with a true · and distinct Account of all 
Births and Deaths thereon, and of all other additions to or deductions from the 
stock of siaves, from whate:ver cause, between the first day . of January one thou
sand eight hundred and .. and the first day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and 

Males. 

:Total. Number of Slaves, as per} 
H~~rn made , up to ~rst 
January one t4ousand eight 

102
• 

i..huudred and 

Females. 

97. 

·(wnti1111·ed} 



TO THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 

(B.)-Annual Return of. Plantation Siaves-continuetl. 

Total Iucrease by Births - -

Increase by Births : 

Names of 

Colour. Date of Birth. 
l\Iales. Females. 

Richard .. I~- - - - Negro - - - - - 24th March. 

Cuffee - -

Two. 

r 
Porter 

Phrebe - - Mulatto - - • - 3d April. 

- Yell ow skin - 9th June. 

Ra~hel .. - Negro - - - - - +th Augus,t. 

Two. 

.Additi0n by Purchase, &c. 

Negro - - Purchased from J. Balfour. 

53 

Thomson - - - - Negro - - Removed from Friendship Estate. 

· Wilson - - - - - - Negro - - Legacy from T. Wilson. 

Quasheba. Mulatto - Purchased from Isaac Richardson. 

Polly - - Yellowskin Gift from Ann Robertson. 

To tal Addition by Purchase, &c Three. Two. 

Tota] Decrease by Deaths • .. 

'Total Deductions by Sale - -

r 

Mars 

Thom5on 

Dick - .. 

Three. 

Decrease by Deaths : 

- - Negro - - - 23d January. 

5th April. - Mulatto -

- Negro - - - - - 9th July. 

Mary Ann Mustee - - - - - 22d September. 

One. 

Deductions by Sale, &e. 
,' - ---:-------.------- ,...,_ ____ --=-------
Cubba 

John - - -

Thomae -

Three. 

- - - Negro - - Sold John Gordon. 

- - Yellow skin Sold Richard Wilson. 

Rose - - Negro - - Deserted, and now absent. 

Peggy- - Mustee .. Manumitted. 

- Mulatto - Sent to Antigua~ 

Two. 

Total Slaves, .one hundred and three males, and ninety-eight females. 

" Sworn to before me, this day of January one thousand eight 
" hundred and to be a true and distinct account, according to 
'' the Registry Bill of this Island. 

T.L Signed 
D 1___.__~'----'----------- " B." 

TOBAGO. 
~~ 



,I 
! 

TOBAGO. 

54 ADDITIONAL COLONIAL LAW~ RELATlNU 

TOBAGO. 

(C.)-Annual RETURN o.f unattached Slaves. 

SCHEDULE. 

The Return of A. B. of_ the town of ( or parish) . C. D. of all Slaves belonging 
and possessed by him (her or them, as the case may be) with a true and dis
tinct Account of all Births and Deaths thereon, and of all other additions to or 

, deductions from the stock Qf Slaves, from whatever cause, between the first day 
of January one thousand eight hundred and and the first day of 
January one thousand ei~ht hundred and 

----~...:..,... ......... -----.---;-------=-~~---........ --,~--~-__,_;;~~~iiiloiiiijiii~-

Total Number of Slaves, as per1 
Return made up to the firstj~ 
of January - - - - -

Total Incr~ase by Births -

·T,otal Iner.ease by 'Hurc ha.se 

Totai Decrease by Deaths 

Females. 

16. 18. 

Incr,ease by Bir~hs: 

Names of 
Colour, Date of Blt:th. 

l\1alcs, Females. 

John - - - - - - Ne~ro 

Betty - - Mulatto -

- 10th April. 

.. 16th June~ 

William - - Ne~ro - - .. 12th September. 

Louisa - Y ello_w skit •. - - 16th December. 

---,----t 
Two. 'fwo. 

Additions by Purchase: 

r.---•-....,,......,-~~- _,,-....,_~/'"-,. ____ ....,...........,..., ___ ;;;.._,,..,,,..,.., ..... 1-., 
Thomas ~ • • N tgrn - - · Py_rchased fro in John Williams. 

, Polly. - :. Mulatto - Gih from Ann Jones. 

Mary • Mustee - • · Legacy from Thomas Martin. 

~---1 ;w-:-

Qecrease by Deaths : 

Wa,ty - - • - ~ - , N€•g:ro - - - "" - 10th July. 

George - • • •· - • Yellow skin · • - - 15th August. 

Molly.- - Mulatto 
l 

- • 21st Oefaber. 

Two. One. 
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(C.) A~nual Return of unattached Slaves-continued. 
-

I 

Deductions by Sale : 
' ,f' "'· 

Names of II 

I \ Colour. --
Males. Female!, 

---

Cupid - - - - - - Negro . - Sold John Buchanan. 

Ben - - .. - .. - - Mulatto - D 0 Thomas Jackson. 

l\fargaret Mustee - - Manumitted. 

Total Deduction. ,by Sale, &c. Two. One. 
II 

-

Total Slaves, :fifteen males and twenty females. 

" Sworn to before ·me, this day of January one thousand eight 
" hundred and to be a true and distinct account according to 
" the Registry Bill of •this Island. 

(Signed) " A. B." 
" W. B. Registrar." " Owner, manager, renter, 

attorney, possessor, ( as 
the case may be.") 

TOBAGO. 
\ ,,----I 


