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PREFACE. 

THE importance of the Work now offered 

to the consideration of the Public, can only be 

appreciated by a General Review of the variou:a 

matter it contains. 

The Subject is in many respects new; while the 

Details which are given will be found interesting 

in no common degree ; inasmuch as the renovation 

of the Morals of a numerous body of Individuals, 

and the protection of vast masses of Commercinl Pro­

perty against Fraud ancl. Depredation, is the principal 

Qbject in view. 

In discussing a great variety of topics, which will 

come under the review of the Reader in this Trea­

tise, almost every rank of Society will find beneficial 

Information; but particularly those Classes who arc 

concerned in _Navigation and Commerce, and who 

follow Nautical Pursuits. 

From the numerous ramifications of a Commercial 

intcrc0urse of uncxampled extent and magnitude, 

a multitudes 
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11 PREFACE. 

multitudes of Individuals concerned in different kinds 

of Property exposed to danger on the River Thames, 

become more or less interested. In fact, it may be 

said to affect a considerable proportion of the men 

of Property in _ the whole of the Metropolis, and 

almost every person cng<1ged in Commercial and 

Nautical Pursuits in every part of the British Em­

pire, since all are exposed, more or le_ss, to the 

injuries and inconveniences which the suggestions 

contained in this vVork are meant to remove and to 

prevent. 

To juJge accurately respecting the numerous 

Public wrongs, which are detailed in this Volume, 

the Reader is referred to the unexampled mag­

nitude of the Navigation and Commerce of the 

Port, a6 exemplified in the First Chapter; and also 

to the account of the nature an(l extent of the De­

predations and Injuries as recorded in the Second, 

Third, and Fourth Chapters. For the purpose of 

forming an opinion of the remedies which have been 

appl ied, and the success of an experiment attempted 

under many disadvantages, recourse must be had to 

the details which are given in the Fifth and Sixth 

Chapters. It will be seen in the Seventh Chapter, 

that it is not the Port of London alone which has 

experienced the injuries arising from Depredations on 

Commercial Property, but that it prevails m a cou-

sicl.erablc 
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siderable degree wherever Trade is carried on. The 

Legislative System therefore, which has been pro­

posed to prevent these Depredations, and which is 

particularly explained in the Eighth and Ninth 

Chapters, cannot fail to be interesting and useful to 

every Commercial Port in the British Empire, inas­

much as the remedies which are suggested, are m 

many respects applicable to every situation, and to 

most circumstances which arc likely to occur. 

A source of general information, (in many re­

spects ,new,) respecting the various authorities under 

whose jurisdiction the Police of the River is con­

ducted, will be found detailed in the Tenth, Eleventh, 

'rwelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Chapters; while 

the Penal Laws which attach to Maritime Offences, 

and particularly to Local Injuries, as they relate to 

the Thames below and above London Bridge, cannot 

fail to be useful and interesting ; and to those who 

follow Nautical Pursuits, the Abridged View of the 

Statutes applicable to these affairs, detailed in the 

Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters, and the General 

Laws and Regulations of the Port of London, which 

are comprised in the Seventeenth Chapter, (a Com­

pendium never before published,) can hardly fail to 

be acceptable, since every material duty to be per­

formed, and every evil to be avoided, 1s brought 
within a very narrow compass. 

F or 
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For the purpose of ~> ecuring purity, and regular 

and proper conduct on the part of the Officers under 

the Marine Police Establishmel'lt, a _perusal of the 

Instructions under which the various Classes act, 

as detailed in the Appendix, No. VII. will shew 

the labour which has been bestowed in systematizing 

this ·part of the design, for the purpose of rendering 

their services effective and useful. 

The Author has endeavoured in this Work, to 

draw a circle round every object that can be con­

sidered in any degree useful to the Commerce and 

Navigation of the River Thames; and under an 

impression that all that can be considered importan t 

or necessary will be found within this Circle, be 

humbly hopes, that his anxious labours to promote 

the interest and extend the security of the Public, 

will not prove in vain. 

He has only to regret, that in an investigation so 

laborious and extensive, vvh ere much time and atten­

tion is necessary, the numerous interruptions be has 

experienced in consequence of the various Public 

Duties he has been called upon to perform, may 

have unavoidably occasioned imperfections, which, 

under other circumstances, could neither haYe oc­

t:.urred nor furnished an excuse for soliciting the 

~nd ulgence of the Reader. 

1lVith 

-- -~·· -- - .... &<0~ ~ 



PREFACE. V 

vVith respect however to the legal part of the 

vVork, where the danger of misleading the Public 

is not only obvious, but would in this or any other 

instance be unpardonable, the utmost attention has 

been bestowed with respect to the accuracy of the 

Abridgements of the Statute Laws, thefe being 

stript of many of those terms which are not familiar 

to common Readers, it may be hoped, >Yill pr-o\·e 

beneficial in conveying that species of useful know­

ledge to Commercial and Nautical People, which 

could not otherwise be easily obtained, while it fur­

nishes a kind of Index to the principal Statutes at 

large, which relate to Navigation, Commerce, and 

Nautical Offences, in all instances where interest or 

curiosity impels the mind to pursue more elaborate 

researches. 

Where Offences arc exposed, and vanous classes 

of Individuals implicated in the details which arc 

given in this Work, it is from a genuine desire to 

warn those whose errors and vices are brough t under 

the review of the Public, a•ainst a repetition of the 

same evil courses. 

It is not punishment in any case, but prevention 

in all, which has stimulated the Anthor to record 

those various proceedings which constitute the mass 

of turpitude, which has so long afflicted the Trade 

of the River Th<~mcs. 

A hope 
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A hope is to be indulged, that in many cases it 

may serve as a beacon to forewarn the unwary, and 

to arrest the hands of not a few of those who have 

been implicated in Offences of this nature. 

If these objects shall be attained by a correct 

System of Nautical Po1ice, and by a sense of the 

dangers arising fi·om the various ramifications of 

turpitude recorded in this Volume :-If it shall tend, 

as the Author anxiously hopes, to prevent a repetition 

of the distresses attached to Punishment, and the 

jnexpressible sufferings of the families and relatives 

of those who might otherwise have been betrayed 

into the commission of Penal Offences, he will feel 

himself amply rewarded in having c0ntributed not 

less to the cause of Humanity, than to the preser­

vation of Morals and the prevention of Crimes. 

Let it not be supposed by those who may feel the 

force of the Strictures which apply to acts of Delin­

quency in which they themselves have been engaged, 

tha t such Strictures do not immediately proceed fi·om 

motives connected with the future comfort of them­

selves and families . 

If in recording such a variety of Offences, the 

turpi tude of a part of the Inferior Officers belonging 

to his Moj(;;sty's Revenue, and other branches of the 

Public Service, have been brought under the review 

of the R eader, let it be recollected that the Author 
while· 
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whiJe he has exposed their errors and crimes, has felt 

for their condition ;-has offered palliatives, and even 

pleaded earnestly for an increase of emolument as a 

means of augmenting their comforts, and of remov­

ing the temptations to do wrong which are too often 

excited by extreme poverty. 

Property obtained by criminal and unlawful means 
is the never-failing source of ultimate evil to the 
parties concerned; and he who contributes to secure 
those who are likely to be betrayed into a train of 
miseries, cannot be considered as unfi·iendly even to 

the worst of the human race; since the object in 

view is to establish an antidote against calamities 

which do not terminate in the wretchedness of the 

Individuals concerned alone, but in tails distress and 

obloquy on an innocent offspring. 

Every feeling mind must deplore th~ fate of those 

who are thus unhappily circumstancecl, and it is a 

painful duty indeed when Magistrates are called upon 

to execute their Functions in cases so peculiar] y 

calamitous, while the distress thus felt is always 

augmented by the reflection> that such an unpleasing 

task rriight have been rendered in a great measure 

unnecessary, by the measures of prevention which 

arc suggested in this Work. 

To live to see such measures adopted and success­

fully carried into effect, will prove to the Author a 

6 fource 
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source of the most genuine gratification : Nor 

ought he to be suspected of insincerity or motives of 

a personal nature, since the efforts which are exem­

plified and explained in this Treatise, have attached 

to him no personal advantage; while at the same 

time, he is not a candidate for any situation however 

elevated, in the System he has proposed. 

Whether his efforts relate to the formation of the 

important design of a River Police, or to the Work 

now offered with all possible deference to the con­

sideration of the Public, he can only in general 

state, that he has spared no labour to render both as 

far as circumstances would admit-beneficial to the 

Coljilmerce, Navigation, and Revenue of the Port of 

London, and (he hopes) generally useful to his 

Country. 

~stminJUY, 

,;,{ay l O, I Eco . 
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INTRODUCTION. 

WHEREVER , evil~ and -crimes exist in Society, ·which 

have not only been felt by the innocent and useful part of the 
community to . be noxious and oppressive, but also declared, 
by the Laws of the Land, to be objects deserving punish­
ment-Where such evils are even found to ipcrease, not­
withstanding Legislative Regulations established with .an im­
mediate view to prevention, the conclusion to be drawn is 
obvious.-Something is wanting in addition to the mere 
letter of the Law, which shall operate more effectually to 

the relief and security of Society. 
To no local uepartment does this observation so pointedly 

apply as· to the depredations, embezzlements, and frauds, 
which ha:ve .so long afflicted the Commerce, .Navigation, and 

Revenue of the Port of London. 
The progressive, and (of late years) the very rapid incre:1se 

of its Trade, and the consequent influx of Wealth, without 
such checks being regularly applied as are necessary to .re­
strain the progress of vicious inclinations, has certainly. 

tended, in an eminent degree, to production of crimes.­
Hence it happens, that in the flux and reflux of Commercial 
Property, greater in point of magnitude and extent than is 
known to exist in any River in the Univers~, the Thames 
has exhibited to the mind of the patient inquirer, . scenes of 
delinquency and turpitude, certainly unparalleled in -any dis­
trict of the same extent in the known World. 

To explain how these evils have arisen, and to suggest 
efFectual remedies, 1s the chief object of this \Vork.-The 

6 inquiry 
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iRquiry is no less interesting than useful, whether it rlf. 

~pccts the immediate advantage of the individual, or the 
welfare of the State. 

To those whose property is exposed to danger, and who 

have been long sufFering under the yearly spoliation which 

has been experienced, the subj-ect cannot fail to be important. 

Nor is it less so to the Nation at large, when the benefits are 

contemplated, which t:nust result from a speCies of protec­

tion, shielding the useful :ind industrious pa'rt of the Com­

munity from injury, while it, at fhe same time, improves 

the Revenue, and renov2tes the morals of a great body of' the 

lower classes of Society .-Nor a-re these benefits, a-s they 
:~pply to the individual, confined to one Spot, Nation, ot 

Country.-Thcy may be said, with truth, to extend to J:Ta­
vigalors, Traders, hfanufacturers, and Agriculturists, in 

every part of the civilized \Vorld, who have commercial 

imtercourse with the Port 0f London, since it will be seert 

that all arc, in some degree, altected by the extended e\}ils 

developed in this Work, and of course are immediately in­

terested in the sutccss of any remedy ·which may be ap· 

plied. 
The ad,·antages however which, it is to be hofled, Com­

merce i'n general is to derive from the details, and the in for-< 

mations no\¥ laid before the Publit, are not confined to one 

object alone. 
The petuliar circumsta ces of this gr~at Corrtmercial Port1 

have ever rendered it difficult to obtain a p-erfect knowledge 

of the nature of its Government and l'olice.-A general 

and collected v1ew of the rrtamter in which both were con­

ducted, was tio wi\ere to be found.-The Yarious regula­

tions of Trade, and the Laws and Rules which governed the 

Shipping concerns, were little understaod eve11 by not a 

few of the M erchants anti Ship-Owners themselves, and 

far less by Navigator~> :mu Strangets frequenting the Port.-

Tho 

.. 
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The information, which it has been the object of the Author 

to collect and to arrange under various distinct heads, al­

though high! y importan t to be known, has not heretofore 

been, in many instances, accessible, and hence many incon­

veniences have been experienced, pecuniary losses suffered 

by pillage and embezzlements, and even penalties incurred, 

which a better knowledge of the abuses and evils of the Port, 

and its Customs and Laws, might have prevented. 

In discussing a subject therefore, which was so little un­

derstood, and which in some shape or other may be said to 

be useful and interesting to the whole Commercial Vv orld, 

and certainly to every Port in the Kingdom, it became 

Aetessary to methodize the design by a variety of sub-

. divisions. 
The \i'lfork therefore commences with a general view of 

tbe state and progress of the Navigation and Commerce of 

t e River Thames for a Century. Its magnitude and im­

portance is not only explained in the first Chapter, by ·a 

reference to authentic documents, but also its various sub­

divisions, 'vhether they relate to Shipping or Merchandise, 

in the foreign or coasting Trade.-In these different depart­

ments, specific details are ofFered to the consideration of the 
Reader, illustrated by Tables not less curious than interest­

ing, both to the political (Economist, and Persons engaged 

in Commercial Pursuits, as well as those in the Nautical 

.)?rofessi on. 
The Moralist will probably find matter for contemplation, 

hi !'he view which has been given of the causes that have 

produced a species of systematic delinquency, which, in its 
l:! ilferent ramifications, exhibits a display of turpitude as sin­

glllar as it is unparalleled·; and each class of Traders will 
110t only discover ro what extent in the aggreg:ttc the respec­

Wve pr:mches thcq carry on, has Suffered by plunder and 

embezz lm;mts-
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embezzlemmts-but also the remedies which have been sug~ 

gested for their future security. 

from this view of the subject, the mind is led to a consi~ 

deration of the numbers composing the various classes of de­

linquents, through whose medium these extensive depreda­

tions have been committed, in which is exhibited a melan­

choly, but interesting picture of the state of morals among 

the lower classes of the People employed on the River 

Thames. 

These details will afford an useful lesson to Nautical and 

Commercial Men, as well as to those whose province it is 

to provide for the security of the Public Revenue.~ To the 

Patriot and the Philanthropist, a wide field is opened for the_ 

gratification of that bias which tends to promote the general, 

g_ood of Society. 

Nor can those who really love their Country, and seek 

anxious! y to promote its prosperity, avoid experiencing that 

species of s:ttisfaction which is peculiar to ingenuous and 

bcnc\·olent minds, when, in the progress of this Work, it 

is discovered that a partial remedy has already been ;1pplied, 

with a considerable degree of success, in removing many of 

the evils which exist. This satisfaction will be increased, 

when it is demonstrated that a few apposite Legislative Re­

gulations, with a very moderate pecuniary fund to support 

a well-regulated River Police, is all that is necessary to ex­

t end the protecting influence of the design, not on! y to every 
species of Commercial Property upon the River Thames, 

but also with the same advantages to the National Revenue, 

and to the Public Stores, whether floating or in his Majesty's 

Arsenals.- While, from the vigilance of the system, the evil 

designs of incendiaries, who meditate ruin and conflagration 

among the Shipping, will also be defeated. 

It may be truly said to be the triumph of rea~on and 1110,. 

rality, 

- . - . .... ... ..._-. 
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·rality, when institutions are formed, and regulations sanc­
tioned by the Legislature, to renovate mankind in a course of 
criminal turpitude. Thus rescued from the severe penalties 
of the Law, the powers of mind and body which had been 
employed in pursuits of delinquency, are turned to objects 
of useful industry. 

Wherever this can be effected, it is also the triumph of 
lJIImanity, since it promotes, in an eminent degree, the hap­
p iness and the comfort of the human race. 

Through thi s medium is discovered the utility of a correct 
and well regulated Police; without which, in those days, 
and in the present state of Society, and particularly since 
this Nation has been blessed with such an influx of wealth, 
and the temptations arising from the circulation and removal 
of such ma~es of Commercial Property, have become so 
strong, it is not possible to controul and keep within bounds 

. the tumultuous and ungovernable passions of those who are 

. una wed by a sense of moral duty, and in no respect re­
i trained by religious principles. 

It cannot be too often or too powerfully inculcated, that 
Arrangements which have for their object the Security of 

. Innocence and the Prevention of Crimes, ought by n<> 
• means ever to be considered as an Infringement of the Li­

berty of the Subject ; since the effect of the System is in 
reality to extend, and by no means to abridge, those Privi­
leges which are secured to every member of the body politic, 
w ho has not forfeited his natural rights by Offences against_ 
the Laws of his Cotu1try. 

I n restraining and preventing the Commission of Crimes, 
the natural Rights of the Innocent become more extended 
and protected ; the security of the unoffcmling individual 
is strengthened, and the general State and Condition of So­
ciety i£ improved. 



- r .. " • -• • • .. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In .order to promote this important object, the Author has 

ventured to submit this IN ork to the Public; and as the sug­

gestions offered by him for correcting a variety of evils 

which in thei r progress and extent threaten the m ost alarm­

ing consequences, are strengthened by the result of actual 

experiment, and by no means rest on speculation, he ventures 

to indulge a hope, that they may claim the suppor t, and excite 

the attention of those whose province and interest it is t<> 

assist in administering a .remedy. 

That it is a matter of the highest import:mce to guard the 

_Morals of the numerous Classes who are employed, and by 
whose labours the extensive Trade of the River Thames is 

carried on, is not only evident, from the unexampled magni­

tude of this trade ; but from a view of the number of in9.r~ 

viduals who compose these classes.* 
While 

*_The Commerce of the River Thames ~mploys, and gives Employ. 

ment to at least 12o,ooo Individuals of different ages, who 

may be divided into two Classes, and estimated as follow ; 

1ST. T HE EMPLOYERS. 

I. Merchants and Ship Owners in all branches -

::. Fac tors and Agents 

3· Brokers of all denominations 
-4· Wholesale ·warehousemen 
5· Manufacturers for Exportation 

6. Finishers and Packers 

7· Sltip and Boat Builders [35 Docks] 
ll. Rope-mak ers 

9· Scul-makcrs 
Jo. Block-makers and Ship-chandlers, &c. 
11. Master Lightermen, including Coal-lighters 

12. Wharfingm, incl uding Coasting-trade 

+IOO 

+S~ · 

5711 

s6o 
2200 

370 
3) 

3~ 
30 

' 2) 

1.70 

55 
13. Tackle-

- -- . . ~-... - .. 
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'\¥hile this1rade, unparalleled in point of magnitude, sup­

ports at leaEt 120,000 individuals; of different agcs1 and perhaps 
500,000 

13. Tackle-house Porters u 
14. Caroons or Carmen [4-20 Carts} IOQ 

1 S· Master Coopers uo 
16. Master T[unk-box-makers go 
17. Master Lumpers for unlading Ships 1 fO 

18. Coal Undertakers for unlading Ships 2 S 
'9· Coal -merchants and Dealers, &c. 430 
2o. City of London [principal Officers) 1 S 
21. Trinity Corporation [principal Officers] I 
n. Revenue Boards, including principal Officers 6oa 

~3· -81mdries, Merchants, Owners, &c. &c. already 

inserted. 

2n. THE PERSON'S EMPLOYED. 

1. Seamen and Boys, Riggers, &c. 

- Clerks and Labourers 
z. Clerks and Labourers -
3· Clerks and La_bourers, &c. 
4· Clerks, Apprentices, and Labourers 
5· Clerks, Journeymen, and Labourers 

6. Clerks and Labourers 

7· Journeymen ~hipwrights 
8. Journeymen Rope-spinner& and Boys 

9. Journeymen Sail-makers 
Io. Journeymen Block and Oar Makers, &c. -
1 1, Journeymen Lightermen 

- W atermen in Wherries 
12. Gangsmen 

- Labouters 

--

13. Ticket Porters at the Water-sidt 

q . Journeymen Carmen 

Total xo,250 

.- 33•001) 

.. 

u,ooo 
IICO 

12)-0 

1500 

fO,OO!l 

t)Otl 

I 100> 

6o:l 

so~ 

45° 
3000 

sooo 
~0 

IOOO 

)00 

soQ 

1 S. J oun•e1 me!\ 
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500,000, including the families of those who derive subsist­
ence from the Navigation and Commerce of the River. 

\~/hile it furnishes a resource producing more than one-fourth 
of the public revenues, it becomes a matter of deep interest 
in a political point of view, that every avenue to Fraud and 
Delinquency should be shut up, and the most perfect system 
adopted in the Police of this great commercial port ; not 
only as it may relate to those facilities and accommodations 
which Commerce requires, but also with respect to the 
discipline and morals of the labouring people. 

Towards attaining both these objects, it is humbly hoped 
that this \iV ork may prove of some considerable utility. The 
most prominent evils are here placed under the review of the 

. Public, together with the remedies which have been con­
ceived best calculated to remove them. A record is thus 
made of the quantum of Iniquity which has too long distressed 
the Commerce of the River Thames, and which, unless ar-

.I 5· Journeymen Coopers 

16: Journeymen Trunk and Box Makers 

17. Working Lumpers, &c. 

1 8. Coal Beavers 

19. Coal Porters 

- · Coal Carters 

.. 
zo. Coal Meters and Meters' Men, about 

- Corn, Salt, and Fruit Meters 

21. Pilots, about 

- Ballast Lightermen, &c. 

- Bumboatmen 
· ;zz. Inferior Officers on River Duty 

23 ·watchmen 

2 +· Fishermen of various classes 

-

Total 

7P 
450 

1400 
8oo 

450 

·450 
zoo 
15) 
200 

120 

155 
qoo 

1000 

1'250 

12o,ooo 

rested 
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rested in its pr.ogr~ss by: being exposed and laid open to public 
view, might have insensibly arisen to such an excessive 
1teight as to have rendered it impossible to have accom­

plished a cure by the common Arm of the Law. 
The utility of this species of knowledge to all ranks of 

comm~rcial and nautical men, not only in London, but in 
every port or place where Trade is carried on, must be evi­
dent to those who peruse this Work ; since in some shape 
or othel' the ihformation which is conveyed may be turned 

to advantage. 
The Digest given of the different Laws, but particularly 

the penal Statutes, as they apply to nautical affairs, will ' 
be found important to those who follow such pursuits ; 
while the specification of the material parts of those Laws 
which relate to Coals, Fish, Watermen, and other matters 
'immediately connected with the comrnon and domestic 
~ffairs of every family, widens exceedingly the sphere of 
utility, , by rendering the Work in~eresting to almost all 

classes in the community. 
To excite attention, by thus placing objects of general 

Interest in a prominent point of view, by shewing the extent 
jn the aggregate of great evils, heretofore little understood, 
and only contemplated in detail,-to exhibit a faithful dis­
play of the magnitude and enormity of numerous wrongs, 
which, from the malignity of their nature, threaten to sap the 
foundation of all morals,-to warn the Public at large, and 
those more particularly interested, of the growing danger 
before it is too late to apply an antidote,-and, finally, to 
suggest practicable remedies, calculated in their nature to 
improve society, and better the condition of human life, is 
the sole object of the Author, in again imposing upon him­

~elf a very laborious taLk. 
Should his humble and persevering efforts produce in any 

degree that removal of the evils which he has anxiously and 
c disin .. 
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disinterestedly struggled to accomplish, he will of course ex.., 
perience at least that reward, which arises from a conscious­

ness of having successfully applied his time and attention to 

the benefit of his country. 
And should it so happen that such public benefits are not ' 

obtained in his own days, he will rest satisfied in the confi­

dence, that by thus placing upon record J11atters of deep im"' 
portance to society, which canqot fail to ~!aim ;lttention ~t 
some period or other; the gratific(ltion which may havy 

been denied to himself, will unquestionably, in the re~ult, P!=: 
transferred to his poS):erity! 

····~- .. 


