
ll.IYER POLICE. 

CHAP. VII. 

Considerations on the National advatztages of the 
Marine Police Institution :-The benefits which 
would arise from an extension of the same design, 
to every Commercial Port whe1·e extensive Trade is 
carried on :-Exemplified in the instance of Liver
pool, and the River Severn.-The benefits to the 
State demonstrated, in the preser·vation of the duties 
on Stolen Property ; in the check given to illicit 
Trade ; and in the protection afforded to Naval, 
Victualing, and Military Stores.-The sense enter
tained by the Commissioners of lhe Na·vy, of the de
ficiency of the Laws, and of the want of a proper 
Police, with respect to this species of Property.
Specijic detections ·of the pillag·e and embezzlement 
of Public Property.-Reasons f or estimating the 
saving to the Revenue under the establishment of 
the Marine Police, at not less than £.150;000 a 
year :-The security it also affords against conflagra
tion (y lncendiaries.-Concluding Observations. 

IN all instances where internal regulations operate 
beneficially to bodies of rnen or individuals, an 
essential advantage results to the Nation at large. 

In this point 9f view, the Marine Police Institution 

l, become 
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becomes extremely prominent, as a wise measure of 

Government, highly interesting wherever Commerce 

.is carried on, since it appears that the contJgion of 

Pillage is not confined to the River Thames alone; 

but has infected every Port in the Kingdom, more 

or less, in proportion to the increase of opulence, 

and the extent of Commercial Property in circula

tion. (a) Nor is this view of the too general cor

ruption of morals among Aquatic Labourers, cJrried 

even to the extent which truth and a knowledge of 

facts fully warrant. 

EvjJ examples are of rapid growth ; and where no 

pruning hand exists, they speedily extend their 

poison far and wide. It appears, in fact, that the 

immense Property which floats upon navigableRivers 

and Canals in all quarters, is become subject to Waste 

and Depredation in a very great degree. (b) Strongly 

evincing 

(a) Since the establishment of the Marine Police, an ;~pplication 
has been made to the Superintending Magistrate, by the Secretary 
of the West-India Merchants trading to the Po;t of Liverpool, 
representing that ~vm thet·e, notwithstanding the cotJ'Vmimcy of tht 

Docks and Warehouses, excessive pillage takes place, particularly in 
the article of CofFee, which is conveyed to Manchester in great 
quantities :-and requesting information respecting the plan pursued 
on the Thames for suppressing this evil.-Every information and 
assistance was of course afForded. 

(b) A Letter recently received by the Magistrates of the Marine 
Police, from a respectable House in Stourport· in Worcestershire, 
contains the following statement:-" We are Proprietors of Trows 
" and Barges in the River Severn, employed in the conveyance~~ 
" the most valuaple Manufactures of this Country, between thts 
" place and the Port of Bristol every Spring-tide. Our Vessels, 

" called 
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evincing that the science of Poli ce as it has been 

applied to the River Thames, has become a great 

National 

" called Trows, are all open. The G oods are protected from 
" damage by tarpaulins , only. They will carry 1 zo Tons or more, 
" and are navigated by se1·en or eight men, but ne1·er proceed 
" higher up the River than from Bristol to Gloucester. After
" wards, the Cargo is put into B:trges, and the Crew distributed 
" amongst them ; and thr:se with occasional assi stance bring their 
" Cargo home. On the downward voyage, the Goods are pur on 
" board of from three to ten or more Barges, which convey them to 
" Gloucester ; a part of the men proceed from thence in rhe Trow 
" to Bri>tol with the Goods, while the others return home to be 
" ready for the ensuing springs. Ir is during the transi r of these 
" upward and downward Cargoes of the most valuable Merehan. 
" disc, rhar the most daring, systematic, and m rmous Plunder is 
" carried on, which would stagger credibility, and which affects 
" us as common Carriers so seriously, that not knowing how or in 
" what manner to proceed, we have made free to solicit the favour 
" of your assistance . At an extravagant expence and infinite 
" trouble, we employ people to weigh the various packages of 
" Manufactures of Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchester, on 
"receipt and delivery, when it not unfrequently turm our, that a 
" package weighing alike at each place, shall contain a quantity of 
" Bricks and Stones as a subs titute for other valuables . The 
" common men receive 13s. or 14s a-week besides provisions, 
" notwithstanding not a Cargo arrives without drpredat ions being 

" com!l1itted. There are four other concerns of this oort, of 
" which ours is one, whose los.es are grievous. It is supposed 
" there are Receiving-houses for the reception of the articles which 
" are stolen, in the neighbourhood of Newnham ; aJld a respectable 
" Inhabitant of that place states, that it will be attended with no 
" small degree of danger, to attempt to detect and punish them. 
" We are persuaded there cannot come a cask of Liquors without 
" adulteration, and no Gentleman will trust a pipe of' Wine in 
" their !tands. The Masters of Vessels are equal ly ignorant as 
" their Crews, and are supposed to league with them. This, added 
11 to the extreme difficulty of bringing hC~me the charge, and the 

" slight 
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National object ; and that the application of reme

dies similar to those adopted in the Port of London, 

is requisite wherever Commercial Property passes in 

transit. 
To the Country at large therefore, this success

ful experiment becomes highly interesting, inasmuch 

as an antidote to a growing evil has been thus dis

covered by the general application of which Property 

is to be preserved from Waste and Pillage ; the 

Public Revenue is to be secured; and the morals of 

a great and useful body of people amended and 

improved. 
To these general advantages which must result to 

the Country, by extending the regulations of politi

cal reconomy, which have been experimentally 

proved to be so salutary and correct with respect to 

the security of Commercial Property on the li.iver 

Thames, are to be added the specific benefits which 

are derived by the State, not only fi·om the increase 

of Revenue obtained on many valuable articles 

which were plundered and smuggled; but also from 

-the prevention of a considerable proportion of the 

illicit Trade which formerly prevailed by the dread 

of detection by the Police Officers, and the obloquy 

attached to men who are thus subjected to a public 

inquiry on suspicion of being Criminals. 

cc dight punishment inflicted, emboldens to more flagrant and con
" tinued robbery.-£.rooo value of Salt was stolen last year.
" Afrer you have considered this, may ~e be permitted to hope 
"for your reply.-Stourport, Augttst 13, 1799·" 

But 
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But these are not the only benefits which the State 
has derived from the effect of the Marine Police. 

His Majesty's Naval, Victualing, and Military 
Stores, have experienced a security heretofore un.

known. Many extensive depredations have been 
prevented merely from tbe terror which the system 
excited, and from the detections which held forth to 

Delinquents, the danger to which they were exposed 
fi·om the vigour and energy of the design. 
Th~ records of the Institution and the frequent 

communications with the Navy and Victualing 

Boards, in consequence of the pillage and embezzle
ments of Public Stores which were discovered and 
detected, sufficiently prove that the influence of 
this branch of Police, crippled as it has been for 

want of apposite Laws, (c) was not confined in the 
benefits 

(c) The deficiency of the! Laws as they particularly apply to 
minor offences in purloining and embezzling His Majesty's Stores, 
have been so prominent in the view of the Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Navy, by the recent acquittal of several Offenders, that 
they have formed the laudable resolution of applying to Parliament 
for more apposite Legislative Regulations, calculated to reach the 
various cases of pillage which now frequently occur, where the 
Culprits e~cape without any punishment at all, to the great inj1:1ry 
of the Ptiblic, inasmuch as crimes of a peculiar description are 
generated and increased from the security experienced by Delin
quents. As a proof of the favourable sentiments entertained of 
the Police System by the Commissioners, and of thei1· patriotic 
intention to use eYery means for the purpose of checking this exten
sive and growing ~vi!, the following Letter has been addressed by 
their Solicitor to the Author of this Work, who is now anxiously 
cmpl9yed in devising a plan of Police adapted to the prevention of 

Frauds, 
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benefits it con!erre 1, to Co·nmereia1 Property alone; 

but that it extended collateraly to the protection of 

every species of Gorernment Stores in transit upon 

the River Thames . . 
The effect of the System operating thus benefici-

ally to the State, is proved not only by the number 
of persons who havG. been detected and punished, (d) 

Frauds, Plunder, and Embezzlements, in His Majesty's Arsel'lals, 

Dock-yards, and Ships of War and Transports, &c. 

SrR, Norfolk-Street, May r6, 1799· 
The Commissioners of the Navy, having an intention of apply

ing to Parliament, to extend and amend the Laws for prcnnting 
the embezzlement and stealing of His Majesty's Naval Stores, and 
having directed me in preparing the intended Bill, to attend to the 
~uggestions and recommendations on the subject in your excellent 
and valuable Publication, I shall consider myself as obliged to you, 
as I am sure the Commissioners will, if you will at your leisure 
haYe the goodness to furnish me with any hints upon the subject, 
which may have occurred to you since the publication of your 
Treatise, and which you think may be worthy the attention ;,[the 

Legislature. I am Sir, with great respect, 
Your most obeJ ient humble Servant, 

To P. Colrphorm, Esq. CHAS. BICKNELL. 

(d) Besides the detection of three Mas~ers of Transports and 
eleven other persons, (Seamen and others), having Naval Stores 
unlawfully in their possession, a most extensive pillage and em
bezzlement in the numerous Victualing Hoys, conveying Liquors, 
Provisions, and other Etores, to the Russian M en of_ War, and His 
Majesty's Ships in tl<le Rivers Thames 2.nd Medway, have been dis
<.:overed . The Receivers residing in the Towns and Villages 
ad joini g the River, have been prosecuted, or exposed, and several 
of the Masters of the Hoys and othn s who were concerned in the 
Conspiracy, have been dismissed and punished; and the evil has, by 
means of the exertions of the Police, and the laudable examples 
made by the Commissioners of Victualing, been in a great measure 

prevented. but 
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but still more by the apparent diminution of the 

evil. 
Hence it would seem, that in whatever relates to 

the pern1anent establishment of this System, the 

State is not less interested than the Individuals. 

The benefits are mutual with respect to the security 

of Property against the depredations of Delinquents, 

while in other respects, a paramount interest is felt 

by the Government of the Country, not only in the 

improvement of the Revenue, (e) which must 

have increased very considerably, but also in the 

security against conflagration arising from the vigi

lance of the System, in carrying into effect the 

Laws relating to Gun-Powder and boiling of Pitch, 

and other combustible matter in Ships, while at 

their Moorings in a crowded Port. 

Nor is it unfair to presume, although no direct 

proof can be advanced, that the Marine Police has 

been of singular use in counteracting the traitorous 

designs of these desperate Incendiaries, who appear 
fi·om evidence, founded on the highest authority, to 

have meditated the destruction of the whole Shipping 

m 

{t) If it is admitted, according to evidence-, that there is not 
one-fiftieth part of the plunder of West- India Goods which formerly 
took place, it must follow that the Revenue on the re~aining forty
nine- fi ftieths, estimated at JllOre than roo,ooo/. must, on Sugar, 
Coffee, and other articles, paying a high duty, be equal eo so,oool. 
a year, be~ides what is gained on all other articles of Commerce :-an 
advantage rendered farther manifest by the open declaration of Smugg
lers,-" 'That their Trade has hem more mt up l>y the Ma1"i11e Police, 

" than h~ the whQh comhi1ud 1Jorts of the Re'Vmue Ojjicen."-
This 
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in the River Thames in the year 1798, by a general 
conflagration. The evil happily has not taken placa: 
and it may not b€ unreasonable to suppose, that the 

dread of detection which the System exci.ted, in 
consequence of the unremitting ¥igila.nee of the 

Sup,reyors, in perambulating the Ri.ver with an armed 
force during the whole of the night, has defeated 

these diabolical designs. 
The util ity of a watchful P0lic.e for the purpose ef 

controliog, by its influence, the turbulent and \.mmly 
passions of such a multitude Df dissolute charaeter,s, 

~vho are at all times .employed in Ships .and Cr~ft it) 

this cxt.ens·ive Commercial Port, js too evident to 
require any comment; since occasional conspiracies 
among Seamen and Labourers, ns well as tumult& 

and disorders, may always be dreaded, where such a 
general corruption of morals prevails among so great 

a body of the lowest classes of the Community; 

1mless preventeJ by a well-regulated and effective 
Police, adapted in all respects to the prevention of 
the various evils which have been already detailed; 

and which has become the more necessary, fi·om the 

view which has been given in this Work, of the 
gradual and unfortunate change which has taken 

place in the sentimen ts and opinions of a very useful 
body of men, with respect to depredations on Corn· 

mercial and Public Property. 

·This however, may arise more from the nature of the Police Sys. 
-tern, and the dread of immediate Punishment, than from any want 
of exertion on the part of the SuperioJ; Officers of the Revenue. 

CHAP. 


