
TREATISE 

ON 

THE RIVER POLICE. 

CHAPTER I. 

Rise and progress of the Commerce of the Ri-ver Thames. 
-A short Account of the various chartered Companies 

for Foreign T1·ade.-The Ships and V ejfels using the 

Port of London fi'om the commencement of the present 

.CentU?y till the year 17Q8.-The progress and in­

crease of the Navigation, and of the Shipping and 
Tonnage, in the Foreign and Coasting Tt·ade, at dif­

ferent p eriods, in the course of the Centwy.-A 

general J7ierii.J of the present state of the Shipping, 

Vessels and Boats, in number 'b2,500, and the man­
ner in which they m·e eJrtjJloyed.-The Commerce of 
the River Thames at· different pet·iods.-Its rapid 

increase since the .American JVar.-General View and 

R ecapitulation of the w l10le Commrrce and Shipping 

of the River Thames in 17gB, and of the Property 
remaining stationa1y t hereiu.-The annual amount 

of the 1.vhole calculated at abo·ve 7 5 millio7ls sterling 
of Propert_y exposed to Depredation. - General 
obser·vations on the present Harbour of the Port 

of L ondort.- Deta'il of its di·-c.1isions and dimcu:.. 
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TREATISE ON 

sions.-Arrangemmts with respect to Shjpping and 

Craft in the various Trades.-The extent and mag­

nitude of the Coal Trade.-T he average number of 

Ships and Vessels of all kinds, incl1aling stationary 

Craft and Boats at all times in the River, laden and 

unladen, estimated at nearly 8000.-An account of 

the Quays and Landing Places in the Port of Lon­

don.-T/Jeir dimensions and the inconveniences at­

tending them.-Observations on lFarehouses for tlie 
accommodation ofJir1erchandise; their inadequacy to the 

object .-The ttbuses w hich exist with nspect t~ 

these lFarelwuses.-Rise and progress of the Revenue 

of the Port of London, from the year 1613 to the 
p1·esent period.-The wise arrangements of Govern­

ment, in giving free scope to Trade, one of the 

causes of its increase during the present War.-Con­

cludirJg Observations on the necessity of a well-regu­

lated Police, to counteract the evils w hich t·esult 

from Comnu;n:ial opulence, by_preserving and securing 

the privileges of !tmocence, and the general interests 

of Society. 

rrH E universal interest, which IDUSt inevitably be 

exci ted by every investigation, tending to develope 
the ri se and progress of the Commerce and Navigation 

of The l~IVER THAMES, now arrived at that proud 

height, which entitles it to claim a pre-emincnce over 

all the Commercial Ports in the known world; ren­

ders it a matter of rcgrel that the want of specific 
do11:qments, 

·2 
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RIVER POLICE: 3 

documents, antecedent to the beginning of the 18th · 
Century, must of necessity, limit the chief part 
of the followit1g progressive view of thi~ unparal­
leled source of national prosperity and aggrandize· 
ment, to a term of one hundred years. 

The registers of the Customs furnish no accurate 
detail of the Trade) previous to the period when Sir 
'fVi.lliam Davenant first systematized the public ac­
counts ; which have been recently so much improved 
by Thomas lrving, Esq. the present able, intelligent 
and indefatigable Inspector General of the Imports 
a.nd Exports of Great Britain. It appears, how­
ever, that so early as the year 1558, the first of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, Commerce must have 
made some progress; since the same extent of legal 
Quays was then authorized as exists at present. 

Previous to this period, and even during a con­
$iderable part of that Queen's reign, a large pro­
portion of the trade and navigation was carried on by 
foreigners. (a) In the year 1561, it would seem that 
no Englishman in London followed the sole occu­
pation of an Importer and Exporter. Of 327 persons 

(a) In a letter written to Sir William Cccil, when Secretary of 
State, by the principal merchants of London, complaint is made, 
that, although no city in christendom had equal convenience for 
shipping, none was so slenderly provided. That a great want of 
English ships was experienced to lade goods for Spain, and that 
none were to be had, and that even 37 Hoys employed in those 
days, in bringing timber from Rye, had not an English seaman 
among them, STow's Hist. of London. 

B2 



4 TREATISE ON 

who are recorded in history to be merchants, their 
various professions are stated to be as follows : 

Mercers 99 Cloth Workers 13 
Grocers 57 Ironmongers 6 

Drapers 29 Salters 2 

Haberdashers 51 Girdlcrs 2 

Merchant T aylors 25 Bowyers 1 

Skinners x6 Leather Sellers 9 
Fishmongers 12 Armourers 5 

289 38 
289 

Total 327 

The Trade to foreign parts, in the way of specula­
tive adventure, appears to have very early com­
menced with Africa, and the dominions of Russia ; 
and it is a cmious circumstance, that in these voyages, 
the great Officers of State were generally concerned 
as individuals in the profit and loss. In 1563, an 
adventure was undertaken by several merchants to 
Maderabombo, in Africa, in which the Earl of Pem­
broke, Lord Robert Dudley, then Lord High Ad­
miral, and Sir Winiam Cecil, Secretary of State, had 
each shares. The expedition consisted of four vessels, 
navigated by 150 men ; "the wares and victuals for 
"the Negroes, with their apparel and habiliments of 
" war, amoun tcd to 1 1 go!. and the whole charge of 
a the adventure to 33001." in which were concerned 
the three Statesmen abovementioned,_five merchants, 

and two mariners. 
VarioUII 
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lUVER POLICE. 5 

Various other voyages of a similar nature, are re­
corded to have taken place, in the early periods of the 
same reign, in which the Queen's ministers were 
adventurers. Yet some spirit of adventure must 
have prevailed previous to this reign : for the first 
Charter to the HAMBURGH CoMPANY, was granted as 
far back as 1406, by Henry the IVth. and renewed 
by succeeding Sovereigns in 1413, 1442, 14Q3, 
1505, 1506, 1509, 1517, 1531, 1547, 1553, 1564, 
1586, 1605, and 1661. 

THE RussiA CoMPANY which was first projected in 
the reign of Edward VI, was chartered in the 1st and 
2nd of Philip and Mary, A. D. 15 55, and confirmed 
by a private Statute passed in the 8th of Elizabeth. 

The EASTLAND, or Nortk-Sea Company, was esta­
blished by Charter in 1579, in the 21ft year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. This Charter was con­
firmed by Charles I. in 1629, and by Statute 25 
Car. II. c. ·7; this Trade was in a great measure laid 
open. 

THE EAST-INDIA CoMPANY was originally char­
tered by Queen Elizabeth in 1599· Their first 
adventure commenced with 4 Ships, in 1600, 
exactly two centuries ago. The original shares 
were £50 each, and their first Capital amounted to 
£36g,Sg1. 5s. 

In 1685, the Property of the Company, deduct­
ing bad debts, wa.s only eftimated at £739,782 IOs; 
and about this period they employed about 40 Ships, 
including the Country Traders, to the East-Indies 
and China. The tonnage of thefc Ships, was no 

1 doubt 



6 TREATISE ON 

doubt very inconsiderable, compared with · those 
now in the fame Trade. 

The small progress made by this great Company 
during the seventeenth century, gave but little 
promise of its gigantic strides since that rera ; and 
particularly since the middle of the eighteenth 
century, not only in the extension of its Commerce, 
but in the acquisition of territorial Revenues and 
Power. The future Historian, will, with astonish­
ment, record a series of events, the success and 
the ultimate issue of which, are unexampled in 
the history of the World. Without meditating 
projects of dominion, a Company of Commercial 
Traders have adventitiously become the Sovereigns 
of many rich and powerful Kingdoms-and that too 
almost within the period of the services of one of 
the present Directors. (b) 

THE TuRKEY CoMPANY was established also 
about the latter end of the long reign of Qneen 
Elizabeth, by tern porary Charters in 1 5 81 and 15 g3 ; 

and afterwards confirmed by another Charter granted 
in the 3d year of James I.-and by Letters Patent 
of 13 Car. II.-This Company is now regulated by 
Statute 26. Geo. II. c. 18. 

During the Seventeenth Century, and previous to 
any authentic Records being preserved of the Trade 
of the Port of London, a new source of Commerce 
was opened by the discovery and settlement of 
various Colonies in America. Even as far back as 

the years 1584 and 1585, Sir Waiter Raleigh sent 

(h) Mr. Manship, who has been in the Direction -4q years. 

g Ships 

-• -- • ,.,_._. ... L._ r 



RrVER POLICE. 

g Ships to Virginia; and he appears to have been the 
first importer of Tobacco from that Country, an 
article which produced a Revenue to the Crown for 

the year ending the 5th of January 1799, of no less 

than £.848,;!g3. 
D!lring the same century the Sugar Colonies had 

their ongm, which fi·om being totally unproductive, 
now give employment to above 450 Ships in the 
Port of London alone; and yielded a Revenue of 
upwards of £2,000,000 sterling on the importation 
of the year 17 gg. 

THE AFRICAN CoMPANY was established in the 
reign of Charles II. in the year 1663. The Trade 
of this Company was in a great measure opened to 
the Public by the Statute 23 Geo. U. c. 31, and is 
regulated by several subsequent Statutes. 

THE HunsoN's-BAY CoMPANY was also chartered, 
by Charles the !Id. to trade on a Capital of £10,500 
in the year 168 r. 

Thus it appears, that although the precise extent 
of the Trade cannot be ascertained from authentic 
documents, the Comme~ce, Shipping, and Naviga­
tion of :the Port of London, must have been pro­
gressively increasing during a considerable part of the 
Seventeenth Century. 

Previous to that cera, Trade was certainly very 
limited, and its principles little understood. The 
Records of that early period, discover misconception:; 
and absurdities, with regard to the effect and opera· 
tion of Commerce upon the interest and welfare of 
the State, which strongly demonstrate the length of 

time, 
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time, necessary to enlighten the human mind upon 
subjects of Commercial or Political CEconomy. 

It is only by an accurate record of facts that the 
judgment can be matured, and true estimates 
formed, of the measures which may be advan· 
tageously pursued for the interest either of States,-
Bodies politic,-or Individuals. . 

Having, therefore, the aid of Official Docu­
ments, by which the state and the progressive im­
provement of the Trade of the Port of London, 
can be traced for the last hundred years,-it is pro­
posed, first to bring under the consideration of the 
Reader, a detailed and progressive view of the 

I. SHIPS, VESSELS, AND CRAFT, IN THE RIVER 

THA:viES. 

IT appears from authentic Accounts, that the 
ships and vessels trading to the River Thames for 
a Century past, have been progressively increasing 
not only in number but also in their burden. 

It is stated in the Report of the Dock Committee 
of the House of Commons 1796 ;-that the average 
Tonnage of Ships trading bf!Jond Sea was 

In 1702 

1751 
179+ 

'That the average Tonnage of Coasters was-

In 1750 
1795 

Tom. 
So 

101 

In-
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ltiVER POLICE. 9 

In the same valuable Report is inserted the follow­
ing comparative View of the Tonnage of Ships 
belonging to the Port of London-

In 1732 and 1~9z 

Ships of and under -200 Tons 1212 I 109 . • 300 ••• 83 363 
• 4-00 ••• 74 235 

. . • soo ••• 46 JD . • 6oo ••• 0 IS 
• 700 ••• 0 7 
1300 • •• z 95 

1417 186o 

At the commencement of the 18th Century m 
1700 and 1702, the Shipping of the Port of London 
stood thus:-

A. D. Vessels. Tonr. 
1700-Vessels employed in the Coasting Trade 5562 278,1uo 
1702-British Ships in Foreign Trade 839 8o,o4o 

Foreign Ships in ditto 496 76,995 

Total 6,897 435>135 

At the middle of the Century in 1750 and 1751, 

the following was the state of the Shipping .in this 
Port:-

A. D. Vessels. Tans. 

175o-In the Coasting Trade 6,396 51 1,68o 
1751-In the Foreign Trade 

British Ships 1,498 198,o23 
Foreign ditto x84 36·346 

Total 8,o78 746,049 
Exhibiting 
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-Exhibiting an increase of 1181 Ships and 310,914 

Tons in the space of 50 years. 
From the year 17 50 to nearly the close of the Cen­

tury, but particularly within the last 15 years, the 
progressive increase of the Shipping has exceeded 
any other period : and when the great proportional 
Augmentation of Tonnage is 'cons1dered, it may be 
truly said to have been rapid beyond all example ; 
as appears from the following Statement : 

A. D. Vessels. ~ns. 

1797-In the Coasting Trade Io,qs I,zos,6so (c) 
In the Foreign Trade 

British Ships 1,426 330•3921 (d) . 
Foreign ditto 1,843 226,856 

----
Total 13.444 1,76z,8g8 

Thus exhibiting an increase of 5,366 Ships, and 
1,016,849 Tons; the latter having considerably more 
than doubled within the last half Century. 

The Table in pages 11 and 12, containing the 
«pecific extent of the Coasting Trade to and from 
the River Thames to every Port in England,. Wales, 
and Scotland; with that in page 13, shewing the 
aggregate number of Ships for a series of years, 
employed in the general Commerce of the Port, 
will be found materially to tend to the further eluci­
dation of the foregoing Comparative Statements. 

(c) See pages o and u. (d) See page 13. 

As 

-· . -- -- ~ . . . ........... - .. 



RIVER POLICE. 11 

(c) As it must be no less curious than interesting, (particularly to those who 
are engaged in Nautical Pursuits,) to be able to ascertain the nature and 
specific extent of the immense COASTING TRADE rif the River Thames. 
The following General View of the whole, is selected from the 
Appendix to the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons, 
for imrrov ing the Po rt of London in 1796, and from other D ocuments. 

COASTING TRADE, 
Between the PoRT of LoNDON, and the PoRTS in ENGLAND and WALES. 

I No . I No. 
Total No . I No. I Total 

TO\VUS . f f No. of Towns. of of No. of 
Ve~scls. Vo~"gcs Voyoges ~Voyages Voyages 

Hull • 100 9 goo Brought o·ver 45s ..... 4S34 
Yarmouth .. 30 9 270 Scarborough 3 9 27 

Ipswich • .. 30 14 420 Aberistwith 3 6 IS 
Rochester • 20 24 480 Aar ••..•• 2 4 s 
Maiden .. 20 24 480 Bridge water 2 4 s 
Liverpool • . 18 3 H Barnstable •• 2 4 8 
Boston •••• J6 9 144 B~dcford ••• 2 4 8 
Colchester , 14 16 2Z+ Chepstow ••• 2 3 6 
Harwich ••• 14 16 22+ Cowes ••••. 2 9 I8 
£tockton ••• rz 9 1oS Deal •••••• 2 I6 32 
Newcastle .• 12 9 10S Fowey •••. 2 5 IO 
Woodbridge I2 9 108 Folkstone •• 2 IS 30 
Weymouth •• 12 6 72 Lancaster ••• 2 3 6 
Exeter •••. s 6 l!-3 Padstow ••• 2 4 8 
Faversham •• 8 24 192 Queenboro' •• 2 2+ 4S 
Aldborough • s I2 96 Sunderland •• 2 9 IS 
Arundel .••• 8 9 72 Whitehaven 2 3 6 
Bridling~on • 8 6 48 East bourn ••• I !2 12 
Plymouth •• 8 4 32 Falmouth • . I 4 4 
Leigh •••.• 8 24 192 Glocester .•• I 3 3 
Whitby .•. 6 s 48 Hartlepool •• I 4 4 
Beaumaris •• 6 4 24 Sundries ••• 576 
Barmouth • 6 4 24 
Bristol .... 6 2 12 Total •• 496 . ... . s6~2 
Newhaven •• 6 6 36 
Portsmouth .. 6 7 42 w ·ALES. 
Aberdovy •• 4 4 I6 Cardigan .•• 8 4 3Z 
Clay •.•.•. 4 9 36 Caermarthen 6 4 ~+ 
Chester •.•• 4 3 IZ Cardiff •••• 6 4 24 
Chichester •• 4 6 24 Carnarvon •• 4 4 I6 
Hastings •• . 4 14 s6 Milford ••. 4 3 IZ 

Lynn •••• • 4 9 36 Swansey , .. 2 4 8 
Lime ••••• 4 6 24 Llanelly ••. 2 -4- 8 
Neath ••• 4 4 16 
Pool ••• ••• 4 6 24 Total •• 32 12+ 
Pcnzance • , • 4 3 12 _____,,......._ 
Rye .• •• •• 4 9 36 
pot~thampton 4 7 28 
Wells .•. •• 4 8 3Z (Continued in tlu me-
Wisbeach, 

'\ 
4 6 24 cuding pag~.) 

45S 483+ 

; 
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COASTING TRADE, 
.Between LoNDON and ScoTLAND. 

No. No. Total 
Towns. of of No.of 

Vessels. Voyages. Voyages, 

Aberdeen ••••••• 

.Berwick 

Leeth • 

Ba-ness •••• 

Perth • • •• 

Dundee • 

Mont rose 

Greenock 

Alemouth 

Thurso ••••••• 

Anstruther • • • • •• 

Alloe • 

Dun bar 

Kirkwell •••••••• 

Preston Pans • • 

Total 

20 

12 

JO 

2 

2 

2 

z 

97 

6 

4-

4-
12 

8 

6 

6 

9 

4-
2 

z 

z 

2 

RECAPITULATION. 

England ••• 

Wales •• 

Scotland • 

Vessels. Voyages. 

97 

s6gz 

12f 

684 

Total for Great Britain • • 62 5 6 soo 

120 

4-

4 

4 

4-

4 

For 

- ~ -- ' . ......._ .... _ . 



RIVER POLICE. 13 

{d) For the purpose also of further elucidating those Comparative 
Statements, the Reader is referred to the following interesting 
Tables ; for which the Author is indebted to the very valuable 
Report of the Committee of the House of Commons on the 
London Docks in 1796 : Appendix G. and H. As also the 
Report of the Select Committee upon the Improvement of the 
Port of London in 1799: Appendix D 2. D 9· pages 7 3, 86. 

FOREIGN TRADE. 

British Ships. Foreign Ships. 
Total of 

British & Foreign. 
--

Years. I Ships. Tons. Ships. Tons. Ships. Tons. 
--- ---- --- ---------- ----

1702 839 llo,O;j.O 496 76•995 1335 
1 751 1498 198,023 !34 36•346 16~2 

179J 2254 431,890 II6l 149•205 341 5 
1795 1841 389>3 17 99 1 189,136 2832 
1796 2007 436,843 2!69 287,142 4176 

1797 14Z5 330·392 1843 226,8 s6 3269 
1798 16+9 397,o96 l7JI 229,991 3420 

COASTING TRADE. 

Years. I Vessels. I -------- -
qoo s,s6z 
1750 6,396 
l790 9,z7S 
1795 11,964 
1796 Io,6zg 
1797 10,781 
qgS 101 I 33 

To~NAGE of Co ASTEHS m 

Under 100 Tons • • 5~73 
1oo •• to 150 859 
ISO ••••• 200 98 
2tl0 • • • •, 400 Jf 

6844 
Collier~ average zz8 Tons • • 32 °9 

Tons. 

218,100 
51 1,6So 
927,8oo 

I,I96,fOO 
1, 323,)32 
1, 36o,S23 
1,zsc,4+9 

Tom. 
soo,636 
7+9,8 13 

1)7,035 
2J4-,369 
58I,o9s 
578•453 
723,895 
557,248 
6271087 

-

Upon 
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Upon the whole, therefore, the increase of the 
Ships and Vessels employed in the Trade of the 
River Thames, in the course of the 18th Century, 
may be exhibited in the following point of view : 

Increase of 
Yessels. 

4613 

587 
1347 

Vessels in the Coasting Trade 
(t) British Vessels in Foreign Trade 

Foreign Vessels in ditto 

Increase of 
'Tonnage. 

927·550 
250·352 
149,86r 

Total increase in a Century 6547 1,327,763 

This extensive Navigation employs, as we have al­
ready seen, the vast number of 13;444 Ships and Ves­
sels in the Foreign, Colonial, and Coasting Tt·ade, (in­
cluding their repeated voyages): besides 2.'288 Light­
ers, Barges, and Punts employed in the Trade of the 
River Lea, and the Upper and Lower Thames.-If 
to these should be added, the Stationary Craft con­
sisting of 3336 Barges, Lighters, and Punts, used in 
the lading and discharging of Vessels, together with 

I 

83Boats, Sloops, Cutters, and Hoys, (f) 3000 Water-
men's Wherries, (g) 155 Bum boats, (lt)and Ig4Peter­

boats;. 

(e) This comparison having been made after a five years~ war, which 
..rendered it necessary to navigate through the medium of Foreign 
ships, the British are diminished, and the Foreign vessels increased 
in a much greater proportion, than if such comparison had been made 
in a period of peace. 

(/".' See Statement in the succeeding page . 
(g) ThcWatermen's Company was first founded in I ss6, and con­

sists at present, as appears from the Report of the Dock Committee 

in 1796, of 
Freemen 8283} 
Persons not free 2000 Total about 12,283, 
Apprentices zooo 

This Company is governed by I I Rulers, 7 Auditors, 5 Cornp. 
~rollen, and 30 Assiitants. They admit about 300 Apprentices year:y 

10 

.. 
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RIVER POLICE, 15 

boats; the aggregate number (exclusive of Ships of 
War, Transports, and Navy, Victualing, and Ord­
nance Boys) will be found to amount to '2'2,500 

trading Ships and Vessels of various sizes and dimen­
sions, either frequenting the River in the course' of a 
year, or remaining stationary within the limits of the 
Port. This is further illustrated in the two sub­
sequent pages, containing a General Abstract of 
the number of Ships and Vessels of various sizes 
and dimensions, either frequenting or remaining 
stationary in the River Thames, in the years 17 97 
and 17 gs, and the mode of employing the same. 

(f) From the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons on 
the London Docks in '796, (Appendix S. s.) it appears, that 
the aggregate 1mmber of CRAFT, (exclusive of Ships, Boats, 
Wherries, and Pleasure Boats,) in active Service in the Port 
of LoNDON, in April 1796, was stated to be as follows:-

Vessels T ons. 
- -

I Average 
T onnage. 

Barges usrd principally for Coals •.•.. Z196 71,903 l 33 Dm o em ployed in the Deal Trade ..... 400 13 , 200 

Lighters in t he West- India "nd other T rade . 40z 1),454 39 
Puntli employed chiefly in Ex port Trade 338 6,810 20 

--
3336 

Boats . 57 I,J3Z 24 
Sloops .. 6 161 27 
Cu tters 10 711 7 1 
Hoys 10 585 sK 

Total 34 19 1!0, 156 

in time of war, and 400 in peace. 4000 are said to be employed in 
the Navy at present. These W atermen navigate the 3 000 Wher­
ries, and the chief part of the 3 336 Craft employed in the River. 

(h) BunJboats were put lmder certain Regulations, by the Act of 
lhe :zd Geo. 3• cap, :zS. as to which, .see post Chapter II . 
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The preceding Statements are further illustrated by the following 
GENERAL AllSTRACT :-

Ships and Vessels which have Arrived and which are 
Stationary in the River Thames, 1797, and 1798. 

Vessels. Detail of Shipping. 
No. of 

Voyages. 

IJOO 

(i) 110! 

418 
(k) 6zs 

3444 

88 

zsg6 
402 

338 
57 

6 
10 

10 

- :;ooo 
1 55 
194-

10300 

FoREIGN TRADE. 
Foreign vessels • • • 
British vessels • • • • • • 

Colliers • 
Coasters 

CoAsTING TRADE. 

RIVER TRADE. 

Lighters, Barges, and Punts, employed in} 
the Inland Trade of the Upper and • 
Lower Thames and River Lea • • • . 

RIVER CRAFT for the UsE of the TRADE. 
Barges • • • } 
Lighters • • • • • • • , 
Punts • • • • • • • • •• 

Boats • • • • • • • • ·~ 
Sloops • • • • , • 
Cutters • • , • • • • 
Hoys • • • • • . ••• 
Wherries • • • • •••• 
Registered and Licensed Bum-Boats ••• 
Peter Boats • • , • • • • • • • 

Total 

2288 

J<l>OO 

155 
19-1-

(i} 1860 S~ips belonged to the Fort of London in 1798, including East­
lndiamen, mak01g 37+,-::JOS> Ton<.;: 
Of thcoe 110~ were under 200 Tons.! 30 from 430 to 550 Tons. 

:;6~ from zoo to 300 ditto. 22 ... 6oo to 735 ditto. 
J ~li .. . 300 to 310 ditto. I 9 5 • • 1300 . . . ditto. 
~o ... 350 to 400 dJtto. ·-

186o 
(k) It aprrarsfrom Appendix (D . 7.) page 84, and (D. 8. ) page86, in the 

Second Report of the Select C01nmittee, for improving the Port of London, 
printed in 1799; 

Ships. Tons. 
That the Number of Colliers which arrived in 179S, in-l 8 I 

749
,813 eluding three repeated Voyages, was - - - • S 3

2
. 9 

The Number of Coasters the same year, were - ~ - - 68441 500,636 

Total - - 10,133 1,250,449 
In 1798-soo7 of the above vessels cleared outwards, and 

5 J 26 Colliers &Coasters left the Port in Ballast. 
In the same .-\ppendix the Vessels and Voyages are stated thus: 

A vorage \'O)'oges . 
Newcastle - 355 vessels 83,429 Tons 5 in a year. 
Sunderland - - - 200 vessels 35,765 Tons • • 3 in a year. 

555 119,194 



\ Mode: of employing the Vessels in the River Thames in 
'797, and 1798. 

No. of 
In what manner employed. Voyag~ 

East India Trade • • 
West India Trade • • • 
British Continental Colonies •• 
Africa, and the Cape of Good Hope • 
Southern Fishery • • • • 
Greenland Fishery • • • • 
United States of America •• 
Mediterranean and Turkey • • • • • 
Spain • • • • • • 
Portugal • • • • • • • 
France - • • • • • • • • 
Austrian Flanders • • • 
Holland • • • • 
Germany and Hamburgh • • • 
Prussia • • • 
Poland • • • 
Sweden • • • • • •• 
Denmark and Norway • • • • • • • • 
Russia • • • • • 
F . C . f Guemsey, &c. • ••• 

ore1gn oasnng_ 1 Ireland • • • • • • 

Coal Trade Sunderland • • • • • {

Newcastle . • · . 

British 
Coasting 

Trade 6zs 

Blyth' Nook • • • • • • 

{ 

1 oo Hull Traders . • • • • 
396 Other_Ports in England 

32 Ports In Wales .••• 
97 Ports in Scotland • • • 

Wherries for Passengers and Parcels 
River Trade in the Thames and Lee 

RIVER CRAFT. 

. . . . . . 
. . 
. . 
. . 

Barges employed in the Coal Trade • • z 196 
Ditto in the Timber Trade • . • • • 400 

Lighters employed in West-India and American, } 
and other Trade • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Punts employed in Import and Export Trade ••• 
Boats, Sloops, Cutters and Hoys, employed in} 

carrying Goods and Passengers • • • . • . 
Bumboats Licenced to hawk Goods among the ( 

Shipping • . • . • . . . . • • •••• S 
Peter Boats employed in Fishing, &c. • 

Total •• 
(!)Sec page 11. 

6soo(!) 
3000 
2288 

c II. Co:>rMERC.& 
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II. Co)fMERCE OF THE RrvER THAMES. 

AT the Commencement of the 18th Century m 

the year i 700 :-
£. 

4·875·538 
5·587·787 

s. d~ 

The Imports amounted to 
The Exports . . • . • to 

13 11 

4 4 

Trade, of which there are no £.1o,263,325 
Total exclusive of the Coasti ng\ 

r& 3 

authentic Documents (m ) 

At the middle of the Century, namely, in the 

year 1750 :-

T he Imports appear to be 

The Exports 

£- s. d. 

5,s4o,564- 4 8 
8,415,218 2 5 

(n)Totalexclusive ofCoastingTrade£.13,955•782 7 I 

No very rapid progress appears, therefore, to have 

been made during the first fifty years of the Cen­

tury, either in Shipping , or in the extent and ad­

vancement of Cot~me'rce; the increase in the latter 

in so long a period, being only 3,6g'2,45·6l. Ss. 10d. 

Singular as it may appear, it was not till after the 

American War, and the total loss of the Colonial 

Possessions, that the progres-s of Trade in the Port of 
London , or the "Ka tion at lm•ge, exhibited that de­

gree of rapidi t):, which has raised this Country to its 

!present enviable height. This fact is asccrtainccl 

by the foUowing General View -: 

(m} See Appendix D. of the Rerort of the Committee cf the Hon9e 

(lf Commons, 1796.. 
{.11} Ibid. 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL VIEW 

OF THE IM POR TS AND EX PORTS OF THE PORT OF LONDON , 

· For every Tenth Year, from 1710 to 1790; and for every Year 

from 1791 to 1798, inclusive. 

MAD E UP TO JuLY 4• 1799· 

[See APPENDI!K D. to the Report of the Dock Committee 1796 ; 

A nd APPENDIX D. 1 3· page 89, to the Report of the Committe~ 

for impro--u;ng the Port of London i1z 1799·] 

Years. Value of Imports. Value of Exports. 

---
£. s. d. £. s.d. 

'710 2,894•7 n 7 6 4,6z2,37o 12 1 

1720 4>958,101 17 5 5,oo8,z45 17 2 
1730 6,zz4,S82 8 7 6,34-4•765 10 2 

IJ4.0 4>90f,2f8 li I 5•593•731- 3 4 
1750 5,)4o,565 4 8 8,4'5•2!8 2 5 
17Go 7•063•39S 13 {j lo,yz6,7c9 0 IC 

1770 8,88g, 86~ 0 9 9,267,709 0 IO 

1780 6,79f,02 I 0 I 6,837·9<'') 4 9 
Ji 90 . l :Z,27),54£i 14 6 JO,JI6•H8 14 J 

1]9' 1210 I 6, zz~ 5 2 12•944• 192 8 10 

j I i9?. I 2>')71 ,674 8 •9 q ., 7f2, 51 Q 13 4 
17'93 12, 224•745 7 f 12,66o,463 6 p 
'794 I 4,863, 238 8 11' c6,578,8o2 10 10 
1795 I 5,384,777 14 5 16,sz1,oo' 6 8 
1796 14,87 '•546 2 5 1 8.,410~499 '7 9 
1797 I J,o65,zyo 19 4 I7•721,f+l 4- 5 
1798 (o) I8,ooz,zo"'- I 3 

(o) F<rom the particular manner in w hich the Importat ions from J ndi<l and 
C hi na are brought ro aauoun t in the Books of 1he Custqm s, no account could 
be rendered of that Branch of T rade; and, therefore, the General Account 
of the Imports into the Port of London could IlOt be ~i vcn at !)le ~im« of 
m~l;ing up the aboYc Table. · 

c 2 From 
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From the year 1790 to the year 1796, a period 
of on! y six years, it is worthy of remark, that the 
Trade of the Port of London, notwithstanding the 
existence of the W at, increased more than triple 

the amount of its advance during the first fifty years 

of the Century, as the fOllowing statement will shew: 

£. s. d. 

I mports,and Exports in I 796 33,282,o<j.6 0 2 

Idem in 1790 zz,ggz,ogs 8 7 

Increase £.ro,289,95o Il 7 

On examining. the Imports and Exports of the 

last four years, from 17 g6 to 17 gg inclusive, it appears 
that no material increase, in the Commerce of the 
Port of London has taken place within that period : 
but it is ascertained by the annexed statement, ex­

tracted from the Appendix (D. 14) page go, to the 
2.d Report of the Committee for the improvement of 
the Port of London, in 1799, that there has actually 

been, a very considerable augmentation of Trade in 
several of the Out-ports, thus exhibiting a progres­

sive advance in the National Commerce every year.(p) 

(p) EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ALL THE OUT-PORTS OF ENGLAND. 

1793 
1794 
1 795 
1796 
1797 
l?<Ji 

Exports, Imports. 

£.6,704,965 9 I £.5, 598,p9 6 6 
9•084•469 9 8 5•98',760 10 g 
9,6zz,3+5 11 6 6,o8J,59I 13 8 
10,785,790 10 10 6,591,163 13 0 

9>978,4-48 0 6 6,+55•581 9 z 
IJ,gzo,316 12 4 7•739•'35 5 11 

But, 
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But, great as the value of this Commerce appears 

to be, it is now discovered, through the medium of 

the convoy duties imposed by Stat. 38 Gco. III. c. 76. 

under which a percentage is levied, with some few 

exceptions, on the real value of the Merchandize 

imported and exported, that the principle of valua­

tion, established by Sir William Davenant above a 

Century ago (and continued ever since) does not 

apply to the present period. 
By following this new and more correct datum, 

the Nation has the satisfaction to learn, that the 

marketable value of the Merchandize imported and 
exported, is nearly double the amount of the ancient 

Estimates; which consequently, are now no further 

useful, than as they exhibit the relati\'e comparison 
between one year and another. 

For the purpose, therefore, of approaching as near 
to the truth as possible, and that the Author might 

be enabled to lay before his Readers a comprehen­
sive view of the whole Trade of the Hiver Thames, 

according to its tme value, he has bestowed consi­
derable labour in arranging the Table here intro­

duced; in which is exhibited a general display of 

the Navigation and Commerce of the Port of Lon­
don, in a manner calculated to convey to the mind 

of the Reader, not only a clear and accurate concep­
tion of its unparalleled magnitude, bnt also of the 
nature of the several articles of Trade and Manu­
fitcture, which are the objects of that Commerce: 
a detail, which cannot fail to produce a con-

l viction 
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viction of the indispensable necessity of a well-plan­
ned and energetic System of River Police; to regulate 
and control the retonomy of so vast a machine, and 
to protect such an astonishing mass and variety <Jf 
Property, in· its repeated transits to and fi·om the 
6hips and Vessels, until it can be ultimately depo· 
sited in places of security. This detail also may 
serve to show, how inefficient and abortive must all 
the efforts of Individuals prove in preventing Plunder, 
and Depredation., without the superior power of 

Legislative aid. 
In contemplating this vast e~tent of Commerciat 

Aggrandisement, we discover also no inconsiderable 
proportion of those immense resources, which have 
contributed, in so great a degree, to the power and 
splendor of the Nation : and these resources are fur­
ther illustrated by the Geneml Recapitulation, exhibit .. 
ing a comprehensive view of the whole, including 
what may be denominated the Local Trade ; and 
also, the Value of the Shipping and Craft belong­
ing to British Subjects, and employed in the e:ll.ten­
siy(! Commerce of the :for~ of ~ondpn . 

,.. 
•· RECAPITULATION, 
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GEN ERAL VIEW 

Of the wl ol.e COMJ'\1ERCE and SHIPPING of the RIVER THAMES, 
1\llerchanch;c;e L'>rPo TED and ~XPORTED fr?m and to Parts beyond Seas, 
aggregate Tonnage employed m each parttculq,r Branch of the FortEIGN 

taken from Authorities and Documents applicable to the Year ending the 5th Jrmua1y, 17 gs ; v rith the true Valuation of the 
ascertained on the New Principle established by the CoNVOY DuTIES: Exhibiting also the Number of Vessels and the 

' Number 

s ' fi . f I ofShips , ~ peer rcatwn ~ includin' 
1 rad lllg Countnes. dg repeJte 

Aggrega te 
Tonnage. 

and CoASTING TRADE. 

IMPORTS into the PoRT of LoNDON. 

Specification of A rticles . 

Value of MerchandiJ 
Imported. 

EXPORTS from the PoRT of LoNDON, 

Specification of Articles. 
________ !Voyages. 

------------------------------------------------- ~' ----·------- 1--------------------·----·------------·-------·-----
FoRE rcN TRADE. 

East Indies • • 

West Indies • 
British C:ontincnta l ( 
~olonres · .... j 

Afnca and the Cape •. 
Southern Fishery •.. 
Greenland Fishery . . 
States of Amer ica ... 
Mecliterrane~r) and ( 

T urk ef, &c . .• \ 
Spain and Canaries . J 

Portugal and Madeira 
France . . ••••. 
Austrian F landers .. . 
Holland •••• 

Germany 

Prussia 
Poland • 
Sw<:den .. 
Denmark and Norway 
Russia ..•..•. 

T otal ForeignT1·ade . , 

C OP.ST I K G T RADE . 
b'l >-r: Guernsey , . ) 
e; Q 1 J crscy . ... ( 
g·a·) Alderney •. J 
~ 0 ( I reland , , , • • 

Q bj England and ~ 
~. §: Wales .. j 

[

Coal Trade • . 

;:l "' 

~ ;T Scotbnd •• , . 

53 

12 I 
18o 
56 
66 

32 9 
2 35 

6o8 
69 

1c9 
20Z 

2J O 

101,484 

I 31986 

4>336 
7,46! 
4,769 

321 2 I 3 

14>757 
16, 509 
Zj ,6JO 

5>57 3 
5> Ic.j. 

19,I 66 

37,647 

56,95'5 
1 ] ,2IO 

lf,2 52 
4 H,469 
56, !3 I 

46 5,3+4 

276 32, 824 

3676 6 s6,oco 

581 6 soo,ooo 

68+ 6o, ooo 

{

Tea, China, D !ugs, N ankeens, Muslins. Callicoes, Long Cloths, } 
Cotton, Cotton Y arn, Pepper and Spices , Salt-Peter, Indigo, 
Raw and Manufactured Silks, Sugars, &c. &c . , . . . . . . 

Sugar, Rum, Coffee, Cocoa, Pimento,Ginger,Cot ton, Dye \Voods, &c. 

Furs, Skins, Fish, Oil, Co;n, Masts, and other Timber . • • 

Frui t, Wax, Gums, E lephant's Teeth, Palm Oil, Wine, &c .• 
Oil, Spermaceti, Whale-bone, and Skins • • • . • • . . • 
Blubber and Whale-bone, Seal Oil, &c. • . . . . • • . • • , 
Tobacco, Rice, Indigo, Cotton, Corn, Oil, Skins, and Naval Stores 

Silk, Wine, Oil, Cotton, Drugs, Dye Stuffs, Fruits, &c. • • 

Wine, Oil, Fruit, Wool, Cork, Dmgs, &c. 
Wine, Fruit, Cotton, Cork, Salt, &c . . • . 
Wine, Oil, Fruit, Cotton, Brandy, &c ..•• 
Silk, Fine Yarns, Corn, &c. , • , . • . • . . • . • . . • • 
Corn, Wine, Gin, Brandy, Flax, D ye Stuffs, Provisions, Seeds, &c. 

{ 
Corn, Wine, Linen, Linen Yarn, Silk, Skins, Drugs, Smalts, ( 

Ashes, Oak Bark, Seeds, &c . &c . . • • . • • • • • . 5 
D eals, Masts and Timber, Corn, Ashes, &c. • • • • • • • • • . 
Corn, Timber, D eals, Linens, &c. • • • • • • . . . • 
Corn, Iron, Deal s, Pitch, Tar, &c. . • . • • • • • • 
Corn, Timber, D eals, Iron, &c. , , . . • • . . .• 
H emp, Linens, Tallow, A shes, Iron, Masts, Deals, &c •• 

£'. 
6,544>402 

7>! I8,62J 

290,89' .I 
82,37 

2)0,68 
64,1 4 

I,5J7>38 

390•79 

776,681 
4L+>3S1 

I),95 1 

2!,027 

673,z.p 

2,65 8,or 1 

22o,8 z7 
207• ~7 7 
I52, 7°7 
94,82 I 

1,565, I 18 

s. 
IO 

I2 

4 

15 
3 
0 

2 

I9 

13 
7 

17 
3 

'7 
8 

If 
0 

6 
3 
7 

d. 
2 

8 

IO 

0 

2 

8 
8 

Io 

2 

2 

8 
2 

4 
2 

0 

0 

!0 

6 
6 

1-----------

Wine, Brandy, Geneva, Prize Goods, P avi ng Stones, &c. , •• 

{
Li nens, Salt Prov isions, Corn, Hides, Tallow, Butter, Linen and} 

Woollen Yarn, and Manufactures, &c. &c. • • •.•.• 
Coals from Newcastle, Sunderland, and Blythnook • • • . • • . 

{
Corn, Flour, Beer, Cyder, Bu~ter, Cheese, l<ruits and Provisions, } 

and Manufactmes of all K mds • • • . . • . • . , .••• 

{

Cotton and Muslin Ma nufactures, Dama ' k, Diaper, Oli1aburgs, ) 
Linens, H?siery, H errings, Salmon, Salt Fish, Cast I ron, s~ 
Coals, Pavmg Stones, &c. • , • . •••• , • • • • • • 

I 

7 6 

., 
218,gi6 12 8 

1,7oo,ooo o o 

3,goo,o Jo o o 

2 00,000 0 0 

7 4 

{

Linens, Woollens, Haberdashery, Hosiery, ~ats, Shoes, Hardware,} 
·wrought Iron, Jewellery, · Plated Goods, Tm, Copper, &c. • • . • 

Linens, Woollens, Haberdashe ry, Cotton Goods, Provisions, H errings, &c. 

British Manufacture of all Kinds, Tea, Sugar, &c .. &c. 

Linens, Cotton Goods, Arms, Liquors, Gunpowder, &c. &c. 
Ships-Chandlery, Fishing Tackle, Stores and Provisions ..• 
Ships-Stores, Fishing Tackle, Stores and Provisions for the Sh1ps • 
British Manufactures, and Foreign Goods, &c. &c. &c. • • • 

British Manufactures, Fish, East .India Goods, &c. • 

British Manufactures, Fish, and some Foreign G oods 
British Woollens, and o ther Manufac tures • 
Tobacco, and Foreign Merchandise • • • • . 
T obacco, and East and West India Produce, Rice, &c. 
Tobacco, Rice, and other West India Produce • 

British Manufactures, aRd East and West India and American Goods •• 

British M anufactures, and East and West India and American Goods • • 
British Manufact ures, and East and West India and American Goods • 
British Manufac tures, and Foreign and West India Produce • 
British Manufac tures, and Foreign Merchandize • • • • 
British Manufactures, and E as t and West India Goods, &c. • • • • 

British and Foreign Merchandise, Corn, Provisions, &c . • • • • • 

) British Manufactures, and East and \Vest India and American Produce} 
l of all Kinds, &c. • • • • • , , • • • • , , , • 

Groceries, Teas, East and West India Goods, &c. • • · • • • · 

{ 
East and West India Goods, Tobacco, Rice, Cotton, Groceries, and } 

Dry Goods of various Kinds • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Ditto • Ditto . - . 
* * .. The Value of I mports and Exports in the Coast ing Trade 

cannot be ascertained by the Public Accounts ; what is here stated 
is merely the sup posed Value on the bes t Data that could be found . 

I 

i_ 

Value of ·M erchandise 
Exported. 

3,895• 3 1 3 

r,J47,z5o 

449•0 75 
• .• 5 ~ 
• •• 00 

3,8gS,86+, 

I I 8,gi<f' 

s. 

5 

IS 

rg 
I6 

0 

I2 

3 

17 I,073j 4 
4 38,877 !6 
859,974 I6 
I I8,c.6+ 2 

I,53 81 IZO 3 

8,0i f ,Z60 3 

211,662 I2 
35•468 18 

169,293 18 
7 I I,o8z 10 
452,106 16 

d. 
I 

2 

0 

2 

6 

0 

0 

3 
4 
8 
7 

-----------
4 

l 
83,2 81 ! 2 I 

1o,ooo o o 

2,zoo,ooo 0 0 

3oo,ooo o o 
--------.--

Total Value of 
Merchandise Imported 

and 
Exported. 

£. s. 
IO,SOZ,J07 I5 

JI 1013,937 !I 

I 1638,1+4 6 

53I ,4.f6 J 4 
2 50,743 19 

6f,142 0 

5• 4I6, z so I 5 

5°9>7°9 
947>7 59 

3 
I7 
3 8) 3> 2 37 

875,926 , 3 
139,091 

2,2!1,]62 

I0,6]2,27 I 

5 
0 

I I 

43 2•490 6 
242>945 I 8 
322, : oi 5 
8o5,903 If 

2,017,225 4 

5 

d. 
3 

3 

5 

3 
6 
8 
5 

5 
8 
4 
8 
4 

I O 

2 

0 

3 
2 

2 

I 

IO 

302, rg8 4 9 

2,5J 8, 8g4 I 3 

I ,7 IO,OOG 0 0 

6, I 00,000 0 0 

soo,ooo 0 0 

-----------------
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RECAPlTULATION. 

Ships 
including Agreg&te Value of Value of 

their 
repeated 

Tonn<.~gc. Import> Export>. 

vo yages. 

----------- ------- -------
Foreign and Colonial £ s. d. £. s. d. 

Trade, &c. 1.946 525,148 2Jo059 o533 7 6 z6,J 87 ,363 t8 4 
Foreign Coasting. I 

-Guernsey , Jersey ,&c. 46 5·3+4 2 t8,g t6 12 8 8J,28I 11. t 
I re land 2]6 J2,82+ 1, 878,g ] I 7 2 659,922 14 r 

British Coasting. i 
Coal Trade ]676 656,ooo 11700,000 0 0 10,000 0 () 

England and Wales 5s ,6 scn ,ooo 3,goo,ooo 0 0 · 2,200,000 0 0 

Scotland 68+ 6o,ooo 200,000 0 o ' J00 0000 0 0 I 

------------
1Jo4+4 I Io779oJ16 HJOo957o421 7 4\12g,64o,s68 4 6 
---------------- ---J0,9)7 042I 7 4 

----,---
Total I m ports ~nd Ex ports £ .60,59 70989 Il 10 

To 'Which add Inland T1·adr, & c. 

Local Trade withi n the} Barges and Punts, &c. in-} 
limits of the Port in up- 88 eluding repeated voyages 
per & Lower Thames, with Grain, Malt, Timber, 
and the river Lea. &c. estimated at 

At{d also the 'Value of British Sh ipping, ~c. 
'0 ~ Js 'g -5 r 1401 l Br~tish vess.els in Foreign l 7600 000 0 0 
u ·o.. g: ~.. ..,; S rrade, average S ' 
~ . :=-~ 8 § g I 418 Colliers - 70::>,000 o o 
> ~] if Oi 496 Engla.nd,} 
., ~:.a ~~-< 32 Wales, Coasters - 525,oco o o 
u.-~o.- S Id :;: :;a :1 ~ .§ ::; l 9 7 cot an E.::; g...:~.:: 3507 River Craft and Traders - 3 5o,ooo o o 

·,; •• ' ,· t:t< :-< e ti ~ 
3349 

l Wheries, Bumboats amll 
~ 5 Peter Boat> - S 2j,OOO 0 0 <),200,000 0 () 

9300 Total property in the Rivcr l 
Than1es

1 
annually S 70,0JZ,989 ll 10 

Thus 
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Thus it would appear, that the estimated value 
of the Commerc'ial Property which floats in the 
River Thames, in the course of a year, ex­
ceeds Seventy Millions sterling! When to this 

've add the Coals, and Goods of all kinds, con­
stantly exposed in Craft; Ships of War, Gunboats 
and Transports ; the Hoys for conveying Naval, 
Victualling, Ordnance and Military Stores, to aml 
from the public Arsenals at Deptford, Woolwich, 
Sheerness and Chatham, to Ships of War ami Trans­
ports on the River; and to and from Dock-yards at 
Portsmouth and Plymouth : all which must, in the 
course of a year, amount to at leaft Five Millions. The 
whole will present an aggregate of Seventy-jive Mil­
lions sterling of floating property; all of it, more or 
less, subject to acts of peculation, fraud, embezzle­

ment, pillage and depredation, through the medium 
of the various and numerous classes of depraved 
characters who are employed upon the River, seek­
ing for opportunities to acquire plunder, and who 
(it cannot too often be repeated) are only to be re­
strained and over-awed by an apposite River Police, 
exclusively directed to that object alone, and aided 

by a competent civil force. 

Ill GENERAL 
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III. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE HARBOUR OF 

THE PonT OF L0NDON, AND THE CONVENIENCES 
AFFORDED TO THE TRADE, 

THE present accommodations for the immense 
Commerce of the Port of London, (with the 
exception of those Vessels that discharge their cargoes 
between Blackfriars and London Bridges,) are com­
prehended in that portion of the River Thames 
which extends from London-Bridge to Deptford, in 
length about four miles, and upon an average, 450 

yards wide. This Harbour, fi·om the variations in 
the depth of the water, (p) is understood to comprise 
four distinct divisions, namely :-

No. of 
Shipa 

Y ards. & Ves-
sels. 

1. The Upper Pool from London-} {Coail:ers} 
Bridge to Union Hole, for Ships 16oo & fmall 329 
of 250 tons and under. • • Ships 

2. The Middle Pool from Union} { middle-} 
Hole to Wapping New-Stairs, 750 s.ized 126 
for Ships of 350 tons. . . Ships 

3· The Lower Pool from Wapping} ~ l 
New-Stairs to Horfe-Ferry-Teer, 8 large 
near Limehoufe, for Ships of 1 00 Ships 3lO 
400 tons. . • . • . • 

4· From Horse-Ferry to the Moor-~ l Lime- } 
ing-Chains at Deptford, for Ships houfe 54 
of 4-50 to 500 tons, drawing 16 

27°0 Dept- } 
50 feet water. . . . • • • ford 

0 The large Indiamcn drawing from 
'2?. to 24 feet water, cannot discharge 
higher up than Black. wall. T otal 879 

(p) For a Statement of th~ Soundings of the River Thames, see 
ArnNoi x, No. I. 

Fro .m 
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From the foregoing account, it would seem, tl1at 

no more than 879 Ships and Vessels can be easily 

accommodated in the Harbour: yet, it frequently hap­

pens, when the Fleets arrive together, that from 13 to 

1-WO Vessels, including Coasters, are in Port at the 

same timc.-300 Colliers have been at one time in 

the Pool, and there are usually from 150 to 200 Sail. 

It is moreover to be remembered, that the surface 

of the River is not only thus occupied by Ships and 

Vessels arriving from Sea! but also by the numerous 

Craft necessarily employed in conveying the Cargoes 

of the larger V cssels to the different Landing Places. 

The EasJ-lndia Ships discharge their Cargoes into 

c1ecked Hoys belonging to the Company : A part 
from the largest &hips fi·equently in Long-Reach, 

~md the remai nder at Blackwall. 
\Vith some few exceptions of small Vessels, which 

l and their Gooch; at the Quays, the Ships in the !Vest· 

}lldia Trade discharge their Cargoes into Lighters. 
\Vhen a large Fleet of Ships from thence are 

deli vering their Cargoes, and the Quays are crowded, 

the consequence is, thot from 150 to 200 Lighters 

will remain for a considerable length of time, having 

valuable Goods on board, exposed to the risk of 
plunder and ·the danger of swamping, or sinking, {ti 

consequence of the various accidents to which they 

are exposed. 
The American Trade abo occupies n considerable 

number of Lighters, as do, in short, all the Ships 

and Yespels trading to the Port which are not dis­

charged at the Quays. 
6 Of 



RIVER POLICE. 27 

Of 4'20 Timber Ships, which usually arrive in the 
course of a year, about '250 are laden with Logs; 
these are rafted in the River, and generally occupy 
ten times the space taken up by the Ship from 
whence they have been unladen ; and the V csse]j; 
freighted with Deals occupy a great number of Ligh­

ters in their discharge. 
The Coal Trade alone, which exceeds the Foreign 

Commerce in the number of Ships annually dis­
charged, requires double the number of Craft which 
is found necessary for the whole Import and Export 
Trade of the River. 2196 Barges, averaging about 33 

Tons each, (amounting in the whole to 71,903 Tons,) 
.are chiefly employed in the Coal Importation.(q) 

On some occasions, above go Colliers (each 
requiring on an average 13 Barges,) are discharg­
ing at once. 1170 Coal Craft will then be 

laden with Coals, occupying different parts of the 
Pool at the same time; while the chief part of the 
remaining Craft, above and below Bridge, are used as 

Floating Warehouses, until the Coals can be dis-· 

posed of. 
The monthly supply of Coals for the Metropolis, 

is estimated at 300 Cargoes of 220 Chaldron each, 
01· 66,000 Clwldrons: It is therefore no unlikely 
suppositi~m, that (with some exceptions,) 50,000 

Chaldrons, on an average, remain exposed to depre­
dation m open Craft on the River ~11 the year 
rouqcl, 

Hence 
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Hence it may reasonably be concluded, that 
the number of Ships, Vessels, and Craft, which 
cover the Harbour of the Port of London, laden 
with valuable property, outward and homeward 
bound, all the year through, cannot be estimated at 
less than eleven hundred. On some occasions there 
must be many more; for we have seen that 13,444 

Foreign and Coasting Vessels enter the Port in 
the course of a year.(q)-To these we are to add 
2000 River Traders and Stationary Craft, including 
the Coal Barges; making in all upwards of three 
thousand Floating Repositories of valuable property. 
Tbe unladen Craft nnd Wherries will increase this 
number to near! y 8000 Vessels and Boats of all kinds, 
occupying a space of four miles below, and two miles 
above LQndon Bridge. 

Vessels delivering Cargoes into Lighters, gene­
rally require from 14 days to six weeks to finish the 
discharge. Various causes combine to create delays, 
which subject the property to risk of plunder and 
damage-rainy weather-scarcity of Craft-and 
above all, the crowded state of the Legal Quays: 
which latter alone, occasions many obstructions, 
and renders it, not seldom, absolutely necessary to 
suspend the discharge merely on this account. 

(f) See Table in page zz. 

IV. LANDING 
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IV. LANDING PLACES IN THE PoRT OF LoNDON, 

INCLUDING LEGAL QuAYS AND SuFFERANC~ 

WHARFS. 

IT has already been observed that the Legal 
Quays have been established so far back as the lst 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth in 1558, 

since which period they have never been enlarged. 
They are '20 in number, situated on the North side 
of the River, and ex.tend (from London-Bridgc) to 
the W estcrn extremity of Tower Ditch. The 
whole frontage of these Quays is only 141 g feet, and 

they are divided in the following manner:-

Legal Quays of tlte Port of London. 

I. Se'Um Quays from Londo1t Bridge to Billingsgate. 

1 Fresh Wharf • • 
2 Cocks Quay • 
3 Gaunts Quay 
4 Hammonds Quay 
5 Bottolph Wharf 
6 Lyons Quay -
7 Somers Quay • • 

Feet PROPRIETORS AND LESSEiSo 

Mr. Bolt 
Mr. Herbert 

Messrs. Curlings 

Messrs. Rowlets 

East-lndia Company 

II. Eight ~tays from Bil!i~tgsgate to the Custom-ho;m, 
Feet 

1 Smarts Quay , 
2 Dice Quay •• 
3 Ralphs Quay 
+ Youngs Quay 
5 Wiggins Quay 
6 Sables Quay 
7 Bear Quay • • • • 
8 Porters Quay • • • • 

27} 
I l I 

~} sz 
30} 64 103 

479 

Mr. Bolt 

Messrs. Ogles 

Messrs. Dawson, 
Gascoigne, Dixon 
and Co. 
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Ill. Fi·ve !!!.!.ttlJ'S ttJ Tower DtJck. 
Feet. PROPRIE:TORS A~D LESSEES. 

r The Custom.house Quay 
z Wool Quay 
3 GaiJey Quay 

z~~ } His Majesty 

Messrs. Curlings 101 • 

4- Chester Quay • • •. • 
5 Brewer Quay 

51( 
73S Messrs. Dutton and Co. 

49-1-

RECAP IT U LA T I 0 N. 

1st. Division 7 Quays • 446 

zd. Ditto 8 Quays • 479 
3d. Ditto 5 Quays • f'9+ 

Total zo 

The confined state of these Quays, (r) has been 
long complained of as a grievance, and seems 
to have operated powerfully ju promoting the 
efforts which have been, at length, successfully 
used in obtaining Legislative authority to construct 
Wet Docks. 

It may be stated, on the authority C:>f the ev-idence 
delivered before the Committee of the House of Com­
mons in 17 g6, that some of the Wharfingers, having a 
joint right in the Quays and Warehouses, will 
sometimes not permit g0ods to be landed on the-ir 
Wharfs, unless they also derive the additional 
benefit arising from the same goods being deposited 

(r) See a Plan for impro"Ving these Quays, in the Second Report 
of the Select Committee on the Port of London, I799• 

in 
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in their Warehouses. Acting under the short­

sighted ·impulses of immediate gain, they have some­

times grasped at the possession of more goods than 

they could store in places of security: The resalt has 

been that perishable commodities, have remained in 
the Craft, or upon the Wharfs, exposed to the injuries 

of the weather, and generally to very excessive 

plunder. 
In addition however to these Legal Quays, relief 

has been occasionally afforded to the Trade of the 
Port through the medium of Sufferance Wharfs. 
Although these Wharfs have generally been allotted 

to the East Country and the Coasting Trade, permis­

sion has also been gtanted to land Sugars and Foreigtt 

Articles at them; and particularly in the yea'rS 1793 
and 1799, when the arrival of several Fleets at the 
same time occasioned an uncommon press of busi ness. 

Five of these Sufferance FPhmfs are fl itua.tcd ou 

the North side of the River, between the To\Vcr and 

Hermitage Dock; the remainder, 18 in number. 

are of larger dimensiot1S, but they are all si tnatcd on 

the Snrry side. The \\hole compose a frontage of 

3676 feet upon the River. ' r) 
The detached, and, in some respects, t.he rc.mot 

situation of the Sufferance WharfS, with various other! 

inconveniences with regard to the 't~Vareh ouses , reu­
. der them but an indifferent succedaneum; and the 

bazard of loss by plunder, has been found to be:, in 

many respects, much increased by this alternative. 

(r) See the following page for an account. of the W harfs. 

PLBLI C 
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PuBLIC FoREI<JN StrFFERAl';CE WHARFS, within the limits 
set out by tlte CoMMISSIONERS of tlte CusToMs, and 

particularly specified and decreed by them to be . PunLre 

WHARFS, on tlte l3tlt of May, 17 sg. 

[From the Second Report of the Select Committee, upon the Improvements 
Qlf the Port of London, page I 34; Appendix, (C 4 ) ] 

Sufferance Wharfs. 

No.ofFeetNo.ofTons . No.of 
next to the the \V are- No. of Tons Ho.gsheads 
Rtver _e~ch houfcs will the Yard~ ot Su~;ar 
Wharf oc- contain. wtl! conta111 each Wharf 

cupies. can house. 
- ----------- ---- --~- ----1·----1 

i 

rcoomberlayne 's Wharf • 
I C tt 1 

I 
o on s • . . . • . • 

0 Hay's •••••••• 
,. I Beal's .•••.•••• 
~ Griffin's • • • • 
~ Symon's • • • • • 
~ Stanton's • • 
~-< Davies,, Butt and Co's. 
"' 

1 

Hattley s • • • • • . 
~ Pearson's • • . • . . 
Ji 1 Holland's and Butler's 

~ lCole's • . ••••. 
r Carrington' ii . . .•• 
0 Hoggarth's 3 Wharfs • 

Scott's • • • • • . • . 
M erriter's . . • • • • 

.:l ..: ~Iron-Gate •• • 
· ~ .~ St. Carhe rine's • 
ZcG W ~ ~ atso~'s ..•. 
-::-::: Bryanr s • • . • 
..Q ~ . Do\vnes • • • . • • 

,_ ·- -- ·-

195 
2S0 
I J 8 
152 
1 49 
124 
I 57 
SII 
19+ 

s&.6.;; 
206 
65 ,6-;; 
34-T\ 

I 2 I ,S,_. 
2 89 ,62 

265H 

26+ ,\ 

33,\ 
sz,\ 
95.\ 

340 

4>500 
4,6oo 

16,ooo 
4,000 
6,ooo 

zo,ooo 
6,ooo 

zo,ooo 
4,ooo 
z,ooo 
7,ooo 
3·500 
2,500 

2,50 0 

4>500 

''450 
s;ooo 

3 0 0 

3, 840 
r,oco 
3,8oo 

400 

5 0 0 
2,ooo 

6oo 
xo,ooo 

22,000 

20,000 

3>40 0 
3,000 

3,000 
6,ooo 
5·500 
2,000 

400 

3,0 00 
2,ooo 
3,oco 
x,soo 
3•500 
7,ooo 
2,0 00 

7,ooo 
2, 000 

x,soo 
s,ooo 
3,000 
J,ooo 
2,ooo 
2,ooo 

goo 

7,ooo 
300 

4,000 
J,ooo 
x,soo 

V. WARE· 
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V. WAREHOUSES FOR THE ACCOMMODATION 

OF MERCHANDISE. 

33 

The Warehouses for the accommodation of Mer­

chandise arc numerous, and some of those belonging 
to the East-India Company, are splendid and com­
modious in the highest degree. Their goods are 
carted to these W arehouscs fi·om their own Quays, 
where they arc deposited under the care of Revenue 
Officers, specially appointed, as the duties are never 
paid until the goods are delivered after a Sale takes 
place; a privilege which could not fail to give an 

inconceivable spring to Commercial pursuits if ex­
tended to all the other great branches of Trade. 

The Warehouses at the Legal Quays, where 
Sugars and other W cst-Inclia commodities are gene­
rally landed, arc not equal to the accommodation of 
more than 32,000 hhds. of Sugar: Those at the Suf­
ferance vVharf.s, if not occupied with other goods, 
would contain 60,000 more; (s) but as they are gene­
rally allotted for other Merchandize, and as it fi-e­
quently happens, especially during war, that of an 
importation of 150,000 hbcls. in the course of six 
months, 120,000 will arrive in three; the conse­
quences have been that Sugars, and other valuable 
commodities, have been piled upou the Quays six or 
eight hogshcad,s high. 

Under such circumstances, previous to the esta­
blishment of the Marine Police Office, the property 

(s) See Table of Sufferance Wharfs, page 3~. 

D of 
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of the Planters and Merchants became a prolific 

harvest to the hordes of plunderers who work upon 
the River, and prowl about the Wharfs.-The Ships 
and Lighters also became temporary warehouses, 

equally the objects of pillage, and daily and nightly 
depredations, to an extent that exceeds all credibility; 
while those to whom the protection of the property 
was then committed were themselves, in many in­

itances, most deeply implicated in the villainy. 
But the evil was by no means confined to depre­

dations committed on merchandise thus exposed. 

The loose system which then pervaded, and it is to 
be feared still pervades, the interior of the vV are­

houses, is productive of much abuse and no little pecu­
lation, of which more will be stated in its proper place. 

Having thus followed the Navigation and Com­

merce of the River Thames regularly through all its 
stages, in which information or specific detail, as to 
the extent and magnitude of both, or to the reco­
nomy of the System at large, appeared to be useful 
and interesting, it now remains to take a general 

view of the advantages derived by the State from the 

REvENUE oF THE PoRT oF LoNDON. 

In a Work of this nature, minute or elaborate in­

vestigations as to the importance of the Trade of the 
Port of London, as a great and prolific source of 

Revenue, arc needless.-The fact is admitted, and 

appears evident from the details which have been 
already 
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already giren. It will therefore be sufficient briefly 
to show the progress of this great branch of the 
National income, and to trace it from an early periou 
to its present wonderful amount. 

In the year 1613, according to Davenant, the 
Customs of the Port of London stood thus-

On Goods Outwards . [.61,322 16 7 
£. s. d. 

Inwards . . 4-8,250 I 9 
------ Io9,572 I8 4-

In the same year the Customs of all England 

produced only • 35,502 9 + 
Being nearly three to one in favour of the 

Metropolis. 

In r666 the same Author states that the 

whole Customs of England were farmed 

by the year, at • 390;ooo o o 
From 1671 to I688 the whole Customs of 

Englandproducedonanaverageyearly,only 555•752 o o 
From 1700 to 1714- the Hevenue of the 

Customs of England, on an average of 15 

years, yielded . I •3521764 o o 
While in 17 I I the Customs, as stated by 

Davenant to have been received in the 

Port of London alone1 amounted to • • I, 353,4-8 5 o o 
In 1725 the Customs of this Port amounted 

to about 1,5oo,ooo o o 
- 1750 • Idem, exclusive of the Excise ori 

Spirits, Tea, &c. &c. about 1,750,ooo o o 

- 1775 Idem tdem idem 2,25o,ooo o o 
- 1785 Idem Idem Idem 2,5oo,ooo o o 

- 1795 Idem Idem Idem 3,64-3•94-0 9 II 

- 1796 Idem Idem • Idem 4- 1168,661 II 2 

.._ 1798 Idem • Idem • Idem 4,8I5,034- r6 2 

- 1799 Idem, including Convoy duties 6,422,791 o 5 

n 2 From 
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From this jnst point of view in which the sobjec~ 
i' pbccrl, the mine! must bcstrnck with astonishment, 

(especial! y when it is considered that the immense 

duties of Excise are not included,) at a progress so 

rapid, under the weight ofso many succeeding wars, 

nnd terminating at a crisis of unexampled Public 

cxpence, in so splend id a display of the Commercial 

entcrprize of the ivlcrchants, and the opulence of 

the Metropolis; exhibiting, at the same time, the 

ability it possesses of contributing, in every exigency of 
danger and difficulty, to the effectual aid of the State. 

The fact however is, that not a little of the success 

of the Commerce of the Port of London, is to be 

attributed to the spring which has been given to it 

by the wise and ~nlightened policy adopted by the Go­

vernment in the course of the present War.-Tbis 

policy, in spite of all the efforts of the hostile Nations 

to prevent it, has opened a I ucrative and beneficial 

Trade to their aspective Countries, unexamplcd in all 
former Wars: a measure highly creditable to the pene­

tration and judgment of those who had strength of 

mind to conceive, and resolution to execute it, in 
opposition to so many popular prejudices : a mea:>nrc, 

in short, mo:;t admirably calculatccl to invigorate 

Commerce, ancl the resources of the Country, at 

the expcnce of the Enemy. (t) 
CoNcLun~::-;c 

(t) :Notwithstanding the pre>rnt War, and the various prohibi­

tions vainly attempted to be entorced by our enemies in Spain, 
France aml Holland, our Trade with these Countries, in conse­

c;uence of the Measures above alluded to, as purs01ed by Govern­

ment, ~ppears h} tbc Gencml View in page 2 2, to have been very 
t:MeLr>i \ c. Imports 
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CoNCLUDING OnsERYATIONS. 

While every lover of his Country must glory m 

its C(:)mmercial Aggrandizement, and in the exalted 

pre-eminence which she holds ainong the Nations of 

the World; the same spirit of patriotism should act 

:.~s an incentive to the establishment of those prin­

ciples of moral rectitude, which form the only tru~ 
and solid foundation of permanent pro/peril)', either 

among Nations or Individuals. How much SOC\'er 

the mind may be dazzled with the glare of power and 

wealth, no truth is better estab.li::;hed than this; that 

where riches flow upon a Country, exhibiting in one 

scale the advantages arising from the accumulation 

of masses of property, these blessings arc but too 

frequently weighed down by an accession of crimes 

in the other :-these, unless their increase is prevented 

in due time, will forcibly operate in sapping the 

foundation of all morals, and in sensibly lead to those 

consequences which have fatally terminated the Po'<-v ­

er, the Splendor, and even the E ,r:istmce of Nations. 

The present state of society <hlcl manners-The 

wonderful change apparent in the habits of the 

lower orders of the Community-The recent, and 

perhaps too effectual attempts to undermine that 

sense of R elig ion anti moral rectitude, which re-

Imports and Exports to1To Spain .••.. £·947>759 17 8 
and from the Port of Lon- T o France and Flan-
~on ,only, for t!1c year end- ders • • . • . • I ,o 1 5 ,o I 7 19 o 
~pg the 5th of Jan. 1; 98. To Holland .•. z, 2 11>362 o Io 

Total •• £. 4, I]4, I39 17 6 

strainecl 
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:strained the mass of the people fi·om minor acts of 

delinquency : All these considerations call for such 

internal regulations as may operate in the most imme­

diate manner, in controlling the ill-directed and tu­

multuous activity of human passions; to counteract 

the influence of wealth under its various attractions 

of pleasure and pain ; and to prevent it from dis­

seminating its poison, while it confers its blessings. 

To effect this purpose, inestimable in a national 

point of view, and benevolent and humane to all 

whose vices and enormities it tends to restrain, a 

Police must be resorted to upon the broad scale of 

General Prevention-Mild in its operations,-Ejfec­
tive in its results ; having justice and humanity for 
its basis, and the general security of the State and In­
dividuals for its ultimate object. 

The art of ceconomising through the mcclinm of 

a \veil-regulated Police, with a view to the preven­

tion of crimes, by the introduction of restraints, 

perfectly congenial to the principles of the British 

Constitution, may be considered as a new branch of 
Science in Political Philosophy. 

Fortunately however for the best interests of Man-: 

kind, such a system has been demonstrated to be 
practicable. In its further operation) the true happi­
ness and comfort of the People will inevitably be pro­

moted; while by extending security to Commercial 

Property, the privileges of innocence will be pre­

served, and the comforts of Civil Society eminently 
enlarged. 

CHAP. 


